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Preface 


For this Second Edition, the Thesaurus has been revised in the light of recent research that 
has shown how words are really used and has made it possible to give better-matching sets of 
synonyms than ever before. This has been achieved using computational techniques to 
analyse a very large body of English — the loo-million-word British National Corpus and the 
Oxford Reading Programme database, which currently consists of 70 million words and is 
growing by about 5 million words a year. 

The examples of use have been replaced by generally fuller examples taken from real 
evidence, making it easier for the reader to identify the appropriate set of synonyms. 

The number of opposites (antonyms) has been increased, and entries now also include 
related words, prefixes, and suffixes, such as nocturnal at the entry for ‘night’, labio- at ‘lip’, and 
-cide at ‘kill’. 

The lists of words and names (of birds and animals, types of food, famous people, etc.) 
have been expanded in number and scope as well as updated. 


MJW 




Guide to the Thesaurus 


Arrangement of synonyms 

The synonyms in each entry are grouped in 
numbered ‘synonym sets’ Major synonym 
sets correspond roughly to different senses 
of the word in a dictionary, and many 
sets contain finer distinctions, which are 
signalled by semicolons. 

The synonyms in each set that are closest 
in meaning to the entry word are given first, 
usually starting with a ‘core synonym’ in 
small capitals. Some synonym sets have 
more than one core synonym if two syn- 
onyms are very close to the entry word but 
neither covers the whole sense; for example 
at audience, both spectators and listeners are 
given as core synonyms. Two different core 
synonyms may also emphasize slightly 
different aspects of the meaning of the entry 
word. For example, at prosperous , the first 
core synonym given is thriving , followed by 
a group of words closely related to that 
aspect of its meaning, such as flourishing 
and successful. Then, after a semicolon, a 
second core synonym, affluent , is given, with 
an allied group of synonyms such as wealthy 
and rich . 

Guidance on the use of 
synonyms 

Most of the synonyms given are part of 
standard English, but some are suitable only 
in certain contexts. These are grouped at the 
end of their synonym set and given the 
following labels: 

Informal, e.g. swig, dodgy, the kind of vocabulary 
normally only used in informal speech or 
writing. 

formal, e.g. perquisite, adjure: normally only used 
in writing, in contexts such as official 
documents. 


technical, e.g. occlusion , admixture. Words used in 
specific specialist fields are labelled Medicine, 
Nautical, etc. 

poetlcl literary, e.g. forsake, plenteous: normally only 
found in poetry or literature. 
dated, e.g. toodle-oo, rotter, no longer used by the 
majority of English speakers, but still 
encountered, especially among the older 
generation. 

historical , e.g. serfdom, ballista: still used today, but 
only to refer to some practice or article that is 
no longer part of the modem world. 
humorous, e.g. retail therapy, transmogrify 
normally used with humorous intent. 
archaic, e.g. bootless, in sooth: very old-fashioned 
language, not used today except for effect. 
rare, e.g. funambulist, reprehend: not in normal 
use today or in previous times. 

Synonyms are also labelled if they are used 
exclusively or mainly in the English spoken 
in a particular part of the world, namely: 
British (abbreviated to Brit.), North Ameri- 
can ( N : Amer.), United States (US), Canadian, 
Australian (Austral.), New Zealand (NZ), 
South African (S. Afr . ), or West Indian 
(Wind.). 

Note on trademarks and 
proprietary status 

This thesaurus includes some words which 
have, or are asserted to have, proprietary 
status as trademarks or otherwise. Their 
inclusion does not imply that they have ac- 
quired for legal purposes a non-proprietary 
or general significance, nor any other judge- 
ment concerning their legal status. In cases 
where the editorial staff have some evidence 
that a word has proprietary status this is 
indicated by the label trademark, but no 
judgement concerning the legal status of 
such words is made or implied thereby. 
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Major features 


part of speech of the 
entry word 



example of use to help 
distinguish different senses 


label indicating the 
specialist field in which the 
following synonym(s) are 
used 


combined synonym group 
standing far hand om and 
hand down 


form of the entry word for 
which the following 
synonym(s) can be 
substituted 


core synonym— the closest 
synonym to the entry word 


word(s) meaning the 
opposite of the entry word 
most have entries of their 
own where a wider choice 
can be found 


words prefixes or suffixes 
with meanings that are 
closely related to the entry 
word but are not actual 
synonyms 




-opposites common 


label indicating the region 
of the world in which the 
following synonym(s) are 
used (see opposite for 
abbreviations) 


label indicating the style of 
English m which the 
following synonym(s) are 
used 

combined synonym group 
standing for few and few 
and far between 



label indicating the style of 
English in which this sense 
of /p is used 



brackets showing that the 
phrase they contain is one 
complete synonym 
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aback 

■ takt aomtone aback surprise, shock, 
stun, stagger, astound, astonish, startle, take by 
surprise; dumbfound, nonplus, stop someone 
in their tracks; shake (up), jolt, throw, un- 
nerve, disconcert, unsettle, bewilder, informal 
flabbergast, knock sideways, floor. Brit, informat 
knock for six. 

abandon ► vert> Qthe party abandoned policies 
which made it unelectable: renounce, relinquish, 
dispense with, disclaim, disown, disavow, dis- 
card, wash one's hands of; give up, drop, jetti- 
son, do away with, axe; informal ditch, scrap, 
scrub, junk; formal forswear. 0by that stage, she 
had abandoned painting . qive up, stop, cease, 
drop, forgo, desist from, have done with, ab- 
stain from, discontinue, break off, refrain 
from, set aside; informal cut out. kick, pack in, 
quit; Brit, informal jack in; formal abjure. G he aban- 
doned his wife and children: desert, leave, leave 
high and dry, turn one's back on. cast aside, 
break (up) with; jilt, strand, leave stranded, 
leave in the lurch, throw oven informal walk out 
on. run out on. dump, ditch; poetic/ literary for- 
sake. O the skipper gave the order to abandon ship: 
vacate, leave, depart from, withdraw from, 
quit, evacuate. 0a vast expanse of territory was 
abandoned to the invaders: relinquish, surrender, 
give up, cede, yield, leave. 0 she abandoned her- 
self to the sensuousness of the music; indulge in. 
give way to. give oneself up to, yield to, lose 
oneself to/in. 

-opposites keep, retain, continue. 

► noun reckless abandon: uninhibitedness, reckless- 
ness. lack of restraint, lack of inhibition, wild- 
ness. impulsiveness, impetuosity, immoder- 
ation, wantonness. 

-opposites selfcontrol. 

abandoned ► adjective Qan abandoned child: 
deserted, forsaken, cast aside/off, jilted, 
stranded, rejected; informal dumped, ditched. 
Gan abandoned tin mine: unused, disused, neg- 
lected. idle; deserted, unoccupied, uninhabited, 
empty. Qa wild, abandoned dance: uninhibited, 
reckless, unrestrained, wild, unbridled, impul- 
sive, impetuous; immoderate, wanton. 

abaso ►verb humble, humiliate, belittle, de- 
mean, lower, degrade, debase, cheapen, dis- 
credit. bring low; (abas* onosolf) grovel, kow- 
tow, bow and scrape, toady, fawn; informal 
crawl, suck up to someone, lick someone's 
boots. 

abasamant ►noun humiliation, belittlement. 
lowering, degradation, debasement. 

abashad ► rttoctlvo embarrassed, ashamed, 
shamefaced, remorseful, conscience-stricken, 
mortified, humiliated, humbled, chagrined, 
crestfallen, sheepish, red-faced, blushing, put 
out of countenance, discountenanced, with 
one's tail between one's legs. 

abala ► vab Othe storm had abated: subside, 
die down/away/out, lessen, ease (off), let up, 
decrease, diminish, moderate, decline, fhde, 
dwindle, recede, tail off. peter out, taper off. 


wane, ebb, weaken, come to an end; archaic 
remit. 0 nothing abated his crusading zeal: de- 
crease. lessen, diminish, reduce, moderate, 
ease, soothe, dampen, calm, tone down, allay, 
temper. 

-opposites intensify, increase. 

abatement ►noun Qthe storm sHU rages with 
ho sign of abatement, subsiding, dying down/ 
away/out, lessening, easing (off), let-up, de- 
crease. moderation, decline, ebb. 0 noise abate- 
ment: decrease, reduction, lowering. 

abattoir ► noun slaughterhouse; Brit, butch- 
ery; archaic shambles. 

abbey ► noun monastery, convent, priory, 
cloister, friary, nunnery; historical charterhouse; 
rare coenobium. 

abbreviate ►verb shorten, reduce, cut. con- 
tract, condense, compress, abridge, truncate, 
pare down, prune, shrink, telescope; summar- 
ise, abstract, precis, synopsize, digest, edit. 
-opposites lengthen, expand. 

abbreviated ► adjsctfw shortened, reduced, 
cut, condensed, abridged, concise, compact, 
succinct; summary, thumbnail, synoptic: formal 
compendious. 

-opposites long. 

abbreviation ►noun shortened form, short 
form, contraction, acronym, initialism. symbol, 
diminutive; elision. 

abdicate ► verb Q the king abdicated in 1936: 
resign, retire, stand down, step down, bow 
out. renounce the throne; archaic demit. 0 Ferdi- 
nand abdicated the throne: resign from, relin- 
quish, renounce, give up. surrender, vacate, 
cede; Law disclaim; formal abjure._ O the state ab- 
dicated aU responsibility fir their welfare: disown. 
reject, renounce, give up. refuse, relinquish, re- 
pudiate. abandon, turn one's back on, wash 
one's hands of, formal abjure; poetic /literary for- 
sake. 

abdication ►noun Q Edward VlU's abdication : 
resignation, retirement; relinquishment, re- 
nunciation, surrender; formal abjuration; archaic 
demission. G" 1 abdication of responsibility: dis- 
owning. renunciation, rejection, refusal, relin- 
quishment, repudiation, abandonment. 

abdomon ► noun stomach, belly, gut, middle, 
intestines; informal tummy, turn, insides, guts, 
maw, breadbasket, pot, paunch; Austral, informal 
bingy; dated corporation. 

abdominal ► acQoctfvt gastric, intestinal, 
stomach, stomachic, enteric, duodenal, vis- 
ceral, coeliac, ventral. 

abduct ► vwb kidnap, carry off, seize, capture, 
run away/off with, make off with, spirit away, 
hold hostage, hold to ransom; informal snatch. 

aberrant ► adJtcEvt deviant, deviating, diver- 
gent. abnormal, atypical, anomalous, irregular, 
rogue; strange, odd, peculiar, uncommon, 
freakish; twisted, warped, perverted. 

-oppositbs normal, typical. 
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aberration ► noun a statistical aberration: anom- 
aly, deviation, departure from the norm, diver- 
, abnormality, irregularity, variation, 
rarity, oddity, peculiarity, curiosity; mis- 
take. 

abet ► verb assist, aid, help, lend a hand, sup- 
port, back, encourage; cooperate with, collab- 
orate with, work with, collude with, be in col- 
lusion with, be hand in glove with, side with; 
second, endorse, sanction; promote, champion, 
further, expedite, connive at 
—opposites hinder. 

abeyance ► noun suspension, a state of sus- 
pension, a state of uncertainty, remission; (In 
abeyance) pending, suspended, deferred, post- 
poned. put off, put to one side, unresolved, up 
in the air; informal in cold storage, on ice, on the 
back burner, hanging fire. 

abhor ►vwb detest, hate, loathe, despise, exe- 
crate, regard with disgust, shrink from, recoil 
from, shudder at; formal abominate. 

-opposites love, admire. 

abhorrence ► noun hatred, loathing, detest- 
ation, execration, revulsion, abomination, dis- 
gust. repugnance, horror, odium, aversion. 

abhorrent ► adjective detestable, hateful, 
loathsome, despicable, abominable, execrable, 
repellent, repugnant, repulsive, revolting, dis- 
gusting, distasteful, horrible, horrid, horrify- 
ing, awful, heinous, reprehensible, obnoxious, 
odious, nauseating, offensive, contemptible. 
-opposites admirable. 

abide ► vsrb ©he expected everybody to abide by 
die rules : comply with, obey, observe, follow, 
keep to, hold to, conform to, adhere to, stick 
to. stand by, act in accordance with, uphold, 
heed, accept, go along with, acknowledge, re- 
spect, defer to. O (informal) J can't abide the smell 
of cigarettes: tolerate, bear, stand, put up with, 
endure, take, countenance; Informal stomach; Brit. 
Informal stick; formal brook; archaic suffer. ©at 
least one memory will abide: continue, remain, 
survive, last, persist, stay, live on. 

-opposites flout, disobey. 

abiding ► adjjtctlvo enduring, lasting, persist- 
ing. long-lasting, lifelong, continuing, remain- 
ing. surviving, standing, durable, everlasting, 
perpetual, eternal, unending, constant, per- 
manent, unchanging, steadfast, immutable. 
-oppositbs short-lived, ephemeral. 

ability ►noun © the ability to read and write: 
capacity, capability, potential, potentiality, 
power, faculty, aptness, facility; wherewithal, 
means. Q the president’s leadership ability: talent, 
skill, expertise, adeptness, aptitude, skilfulness, 
savoir faire. prowess, mastery, accomplish- 
ment; competence, proficiency; dexterity, 
adroitness, deftness, cleverness, flair, finesse, 
gift, knack, genius; qualification, resources; In- 
formal know-how. 

abjad ► adjective Q object poverty, wretched, 
miserable, hopeless, pathetic, pitiful, pitiable, 
piteous, sorry, woeful, lamentable, degrading, 
appalling, atrocious, awful. ©an abject sinner. 
contemptible, base, low, vile, worthless, de- 
based, degraded, despicable, ignominious, 
mean, unworthy, ignoble. 0on abject apology: 
obsequious, grovelling, fewning, toadyish, ser- 
vile. cringing, sycophantic, submissive, craven. 


abjure ►vcvb (format) renounce, relinquish, re- 
ject, forgo, disavow, abandon, deny, repudiate, 
give up, wash one's hands of, eschew, abstain 
from, refrain from; informal kick, pack in; Brit, in- 
formal jack in; Law disaffirm; poetic/literary forsake; 
formal forswear, abnegate. 

ablaza ► •djtctivt ©several vehicles were ablaze: 
on fire, alight, aflame, in flames, flaming, 
burning, blazing; poetic/ literary afire, ©every win- 
dow was ablaze with light: lit up. alight, gleam- 
ing, glowing, aglow, illuminated, bright, shin- 
ing, radiant, shimmering, sparkling, flashing, 
dazzling, luminous, incandescent, ©his eyes 
were ablaze with Jury, passionate, impassioned, 
aroused, excited, stimulated, eager, animated, 
intense, ardent, fervent, frenzied. 

Mbit ►adjective ©he will soon be able to resume his 
duties: capable of. competent to. equal to, up 
to. fit to, prepared to, qualified to; allowed to, 
free to. in a position to. ©an able student: intel- 
ligent, clever, talented, skilful, skilled, accom- 
plished, gifted; proficient, apt, good, adroit, 
adept; capable, competent, efficient, effective. 
-opposites incompetent, incapable. 

able-bodied ► adjective healthy, fit, in good 
health, robust, strong, sound, sturdy, vigorous, 
hardy, hale and hearty, athletic, muscular, 
strapping, burly, brawny, lusty; in good shape, 
in good trim, in fine fettle, fighting fit. as fit as 
a fiddle, as fit as a flea; informal husky; dated stal- 
wart. 

-opposites infirm, frail, disabled. 

ablutions ► plural noun ( formal) washing, cleans- 
ing, bathing, showering, scrubbing; wash, bath, 
shower, toilet, soak, dip, douche; rare lavage, 
lavation. 

abnegation ►noun ( formal) ©a serious abneg- 
ation of their responsibilities: renunciation, rejec- 
tion. refusal, abandonment, abdication, surren- 
der. relinquishment, repudiation, denial; forma/ 
abjuration. © people capable of abnegation and un- 
selfishness: self-denial, self-sacrifice, abstinence, 
temperance, continence, asceticism, abstemi- 
ousness, austerity. 

-opposites acceptance, self-indulgence. 

abnormal ►adjadlva unusual, uncommon, 
atypical, untypical, non-typical, unrepresenta- 
tive, rare, isolated, irregular, anomalous, devi- 
ant. divergent, aberrant, freak, freakish; 
strange, odd, peculiar, curious, bizarre, weird, 
queer, eccentric, idiosyncratic, quirky; unex- 
pected. unfamiliar, unconventional, surprising, 
unorthodox, singular, exceptional, extraordin- 
aiy, out of the ordinary, out of the way; unnat- 
ural, perverse, perverted, twisted, warped, un- 
healthy, distorted; Brit out of the common; Infor- 
mal funny, freaky, kinky. 

-opposites normal, typical, common. 

abnormality ► noun Ohobies born with physical 
or mental abnormalitier. malformation, deform- 
ity, irregularity, flaw, defect ©the abnormality 
of such behaviour, unusualness, uncommonness, 
atypicality, irregularity, anomalousness, devi- 
ation, divergence, aberrance, aberration, freak- 
ishness; strangeness, oddness, peculiarity, un- 
expectedness, singularity. 

aboda ►noun (formal) home, house, place of resi- 
dence, accommodation, seat; quarters, lodg- 
ings, rooms; address; Informal pad, digs; formal 
dwelling, dwelling place, residence, habitation. 
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abolish ► verb put an end to, get rid of. scrap, 
end, stop, terminate, axe. eradicate, eliminate, 
exterminate, destroy, annihilate, stamp out, 
obliterate, wipe out, extinguish, quash, ex- 
punge, extirpate; annul, cancel, invalidate, nul- 
lily, void, dissolve; rescind, repeal, revoke, 
overturn; discontinue, remove, excise, drop, 
jettison; Informal do away with, ditch, junk, 
scrub, dump, chop, give something the chop, 
knock something on the head; formal abrogate. 
-opposites retain, create, 
abolition ► noun scrapping, ending, termin' 
ation, eradication, elimination, extermination, 
destruction, annihilation, obliteration, extirpa- 
tion; annulment, cancellation, invalidation, 
nullification, dissolution; revocation, repeal, re- 
scindment, discontinuation, removal; formal ab- 
rogation. 

abominable ► adjective loathsome, detest- 
able, hateful, odious, obnoxious, despicable, 
contemptible, damnable, diabolical; disgusting, 
revolting, repellent, repulsive, offensive, repug- 
nant, abhorrent, reprehensible, atrocious, hor- 
rifying. execrable, foul, vile, wretched, base, 
horrible, awful, dreadful, appalling, nauseating; 
horrid, nasty, disagreeable, unpleasant, dis- 
tasteful; informal terrible, shocking. God-awful; 
Brit, informal beastly; dated cursed, accursed. 
-opposites good, admirable, 
abominate ► verb (formal) detest, loathe, hate, 
abhor, despise, execrate, shudder at, recoil 
from, shrink from, be repelled by. 

-opposites like. love. 

abomination ►noun Qin both wars , intern- 
ment was an abomination: atrocity, disgrace, 
horror, obscenity, outrage, evil, crime, mon- 
strosity, anathema, bane. 0 he had a Calvinist 
abomination of indulgence: detestation, loathing, 
hatred, aversion, antipathy, revulsion, repug- 
nance, abhorrence, odium, execration, disgust, 
horror, hostility. 

-oppositbs liking, love. 

aboriginal ► adjective the area’s aboriginal inhab- 
itants: indigenous, native; original, earliest, 
first; ancient, primitive, primeval, primordial; 
rare autochthonous, autochthonic. 

► noun the social structure of the aboriginals: native, 
aborigine, original inhabitant; ram autochthon, 
indigene. 

abort ►vtrb 01 decided not to abort the preg- 
nancy. terminate, end. O the organism can cause 
pregnant ewes to abort: miscarry, have a miscar- 
riage. 0the crew aborted the take-off. halt, stop, 
end, axe, call off. cut short, discontinue, ter- 
minate, arrest; informal pull the plug on. Qthe 
mission aborted: come to a halt, end, terminate, 
foil, miscarry, go wrong, fall through, collapse, 
founder, come to grief. 

abortion ►noun termination, miscarriage; mm 
feticide. 

abortlvo ► adjective unsuccessful, foiled, vain, 
thwarted, futile, useless, worthless, ineffective, 
ineffectual, to no effect, inefficacious, fruitless, 
unproductive, unavailing, to no avail, sterile, 
nugatory; archaic bootless. 

-oppositbs successful, fruitful 
abound ► verb o cafes and bars abound In the 
narrow streets: be plentiful, be abundant, be nu- 
merous, proliferate, superabound, be thick on 
the ground; Informal grow on trees, be two/ten a 


penny. O a stream which abounded with trout and 
eels: be full of, overflow with, teem with, be 
packed with, be crowded with, be thronged 
with; be alive with, be crawling with, be over- 
run by/with, swarm with, bristle with, be in- 
fested with, be thick with; informal be lousy 
with, be stuffed with, be jam-packed with, be 
chock-a-block with, be chock-full of. 

abounding ► adjective abundant, plentiful, 
superabundant, considerable, copious, ample, 
lavish, luxuriant, profuse, boundless, prolific, 
inexhaustible, generous; galore; poedc/Utamy 
plenteous. 

-opposites meagre, scanty. 

about ► preposition Qa book about ancient Greece: 
regarding, concerning, with reference to, re- 
ferring to, with regard to, with respect to, re- 
specting, relating to, on, touching on. dealing 
with, relevant to, connected with, in connec- 
tion with, on the subject of. in the matter of, 
apropos, re. 0 two hundred people were milling 
about the room: around, round, throughout, 
over, through, on every side of. 

► adverb O there were babies crawling about in the 
grass: around, here and there, to and fro, back 
and forth, from place to place, hither and 
thither, in all directions. 01 knew he was about 
somewhere: near, nearby, around, hereabouts, 
not for off/away, close by, in the vicinity, in 
the neighbourhood. Qthe explosion caused about 
£15,000 worth of damage: approximately, rough- 
ly. around, round about, in the region of, circa, 
of the order of, something like; or so, or there- 
abouts, there or thereabouts, more or less, give 
or take a few. not far off; Bnt. getting on for, in- 
formal as near as dammit; N. Amer. informal in the 
ballpark of. Q there’s a lot of flu about, around, 
in circulation, in existence, current, going on, 
prevailing, prevalent, happening, in the air. 
abroad. 

■ about to (just) going to, ready to. all set to, 
preparing to, intending to, soon to; on the 
point of. on the veige of. on the brink of, with- 
in an ace of. 

about-turn (Brit.) ►noun Qhe saluted and did 
an about-turn: about-face, volte-foce. turn- 
around, turnabout, U-turn; informal U-ey, one- 
eighty. Qthe government was forced to make an 
about-turn: volte-face. U-tum, reversal, retrac- 
tion. backtracking, swing, swerve; change of 
heart, change of mind, sea change. 

above ►preposition Qa tiny window above the 
door, over, higher (up) than; on top of, atop, 
on. upon. Q those above the rank of Colonel: su- 
perior to, senior to. over, hitler (up) than, 
more powerful than; in charge of, command- 
ing. 0you must be qj we suspicion: beyond, not 
liable to, not open to, not vulnerable to, out of 
reach of, immune to, exempt from, Qthe Chi- 
nese valued pearls above gold: more than, over, 
before, rather than, in preference to, instead 
of. 0an increase above the rate cf inflation: great- 
er than, more than, higher than, exceeding, in 
excess of, over, over and above, beyond, sur- 
passing. upwards of. 

-oppositbs below, under, beneath. 

► adverb Ofn the darkness above, something moved: 
overhead, on/at the top, high up, on nigh, up 
above, (up) in the sky, high above one v s head, 
aloft Qthe two cases described above: earlier, 
previously, before, formerly. 
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► •djicflvt the above example: preceding, previous, 
earlier, former, foregoing, prior, above-stated, 
aforementioned, aforesaid. 

■ above all most importantly, before every- 
thing. beyond everything, first of all, most of 
all, chiefly, primarily, in the first place, first 
and foremost, mainly, principally, predomin- 
antly, especially, essentially, basically, in es- 
sence, at bottom; informal at the end of the day, 
when all is said and done. 

■ abova onasalf conceited, proud, arrogant, 
swollen-headed, self-important, cocky, haughty, 
disdainful, snobbish, snobby, supercilious; infor- 
mal stuck-up, high and mighty, snooty, uppity, 
big-headed, too big for one's boots. 

abOVS board ► k|Jtctfve the proceedings were 
completely above board: legitimate, lawful, legal, 
licit, honest, fair, open, frank, straight, overt, 
candid, forthright, unconcealed, trustworthy, 
unequivocal; informal legit, kosher, pukka, by 
the book, fair and square, square, on the level, 
on the up and up, upfront. 

-opposites dishonest, shady, 
abrade ►verb wear away, wear down, erode, 
scrape away, corrode, eat away at, gnaw away 
at. 

abrasion ►noun Qhe had abrasions to his fore- 
head: graze, cut, scrape, scratch, gash, lacer- 
ation. injury, contusion; sore, ulcer. Medicine 
trauma. Othe metal is resistant to abrasion: ero- 
sion, wearing away/down, corrosion, 
abraslvo ►adjective Q abrasive kitchen cleaners: 
corrosive, corroding, erosive; caustic, harsh, 
coarse, ©her abrasive manner, caustic, cutting, 
biting, acerbic; rough, harsh, hard, tough, 
sharp, curt, brusque, stem, severe; wounding, 
nasty, cruel, callous, insensitive, unfeeling, un- 
sympathetic. inconsiderate; N. Amer. acerb. 
-opposites kind, gentle. 

abraast ►adverb ©they walked three abreast: in 
a row, side by side, alongside, level, beside 
each other, shoulder to shoulder, ©try to keep 
abreast of current affairs: up to date with, up 
with, in touch with, informed about, acquaint- 
ed with, knowledgeable about conversant 
with, familiar with, au courant with, au fait 
with. 

abridge ►verb shorten, cut, cut short/down, 
curtail, truncate, trim, crop, clip, pare down, 
prune; abbreviate, condense, contract, com- 
press. reduce, decrease, shrink; summarize, 
sum up, abstract precis, synopsize. give a di- 
gest of, put in a nutshell, edit; ran epitomize. 
-opposites lengthen. 

abridged ► adjective SHORTENED, cut, cut 
down, concise, condensed, abbreviated; sum- 
mary, outline, thumbnail; bowdlerized, cen- 
sored, expurgated; Informal potted, 
abridgement ►noun summary, abstract, syn- 
opsis, precis, outline, rtsum*. sketch, digest 
abroad ►adverb Qhe regularly travels abroad: 
overseas, out of the country, to/in foreign 
parts, to/in a foreign country/land. ©rumours 
were abroad: in circulation, circulating, widely 
current, everywhere, in the air, {here, there, 
and everywhere}; about around; at large, 
abrogate ►verb {formal) repeal, revoke, re- 
scind, repudiate, overturn, annul, cancel in- 
validate, nullify, void, negate, dissolve, counter- 
mand, declare null and void, discontinue; re- 


verse. retract, remove, withdraw, abolish, put 
an end to, do away with, get rid of, end, stop, 
quash, scrap; Law disaffirm. 

-opposites institute, introduce. 

abrogation ► noun (formal) repeal, revocation, 
repudiation, rescindment, overturning, annul- 
ment, cancellation, invalidation, nullification, 
negation, dissolution, discontinuation; reversal, 
retraction, removal, withdrawal, abolition; for- 
mal rescission; Law disafflrmation. 

abrupt ► adjtctivt ©an abrupt halt | an abrupt 
change of subject: sudden, unexpected, without 
warning, unanticipated, unforeseen, precipi- 
tate, surprising, startling; quick, swift, rapid, 
hurried, hasty, immediate, instantaneous, ©an 
abrupt manner, curt, brusque, blunt, short, 
sharp, terse, brisk, crisp, gruff, rude, discour- 
teous. uncivil, snappish, unceremonious, off- 
hand, rough, harsh; bluff, no-nonsense, to the 
point; informal snappy. © abrupt, epigrammatic 
paragraphs: disjointed, jerky, uneven, discon- 
nected, inelegant, ©an abrupt slope: steep, 
sheer, precipitous, bluff, shaip, sudden; per- 
pendicular. vertical, dizzy, vertiginous. 
-opposites gradual, gentle. 

abscass ►noun ulcer, ulceration, cyst, boil, 
blister, sore, pustule, carbuncle, pimple, wen, 
whitlow, canker; inflammation, infection, erup- 
tion. 

abscond ►verb run away, escape, bolt, flee, 
make off, take flight, take off, decamp; make a 
break for it. take to one's heels, make a quick 
getaway, beat a hasty retreat, run for it. make 
a run for it; disappear, vanish, slip away, steal 
away, sneak away, informal do a moonlight flit, 
clear out, cut and ran. show a clean pair of 
heels, skedaddle, skip, head for the hills, do a 
disappearing act, fly the coop, take French 
leave, scarper, vamoose; Bnt. informal do a bunk, 
do a runner; N. Amer. informal take a powder. 

absence ►noun ©his absence from the office: 
non-attendance, non-appearance, absenteeism; 
truancy, playing truant; leave, holiday, vac- 
ation. sabbatical, ©the absence of any other suit- 
able candidate: lack, want, non-existence, un- 
availability. deficiency, dearth; need. 

-opposites presence. 

absent ►adjective ©she was absent from work: 
away, off, out, non-attending, truant; off duty, 
on holiday, on leave; gone, missing, lacking, 
unavailable, non-existent; informal AWOL ©ait 
absent lock: distracted, preoccupied, inatten- 
tive. vague, absorbed, abstracted, unheeding, 
oblivious, distrait, absent-minded, dreamy, for 
away, in a world of one’s own, lost in thought, 
in a brown study; blank, empty, vacant; Informal 
miles away. 

-opposites present, attentive, alert 
► vtrb Rose absented herself from the occasion : stay 
away, be absent, withdraw, retire, take one's 
leave, remove oneself 

absent-minded ►«d# ctlv# forgetful, dis- 
tracted, preoccupied, inattentive, vague, scat- 
terbrained, abstracted, unheeding, oblivious, 
distrait in a brown study, woolgathering; lost 
in thought, pensive, thoughtflil, brooding; infor- 
mal miles away, having a mind/memory like a 
sieve. 

absolute ►agactfm ©absol ute silence | an abso- 
lute disgrace: complete, total utter, oubondcut 
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outright, entire, perfect, pure, decided; thor- 
ough, thoroughgoing, undivided, unqualified, 
unadulterated, unalloyed, unmodified, unre- 
served, downright, undiluted, consummate, un- 
mitigated, sheer, arrant, rank, dyed-in-the 
wool. 0 the absolute truth: definite, certain, posi- 
tive, unconditional, categorical, unquestion- 
able, incontrovertible, undoubted, unequivocal, 
decisive, conclusive, confirmed, infallible. 
0 absolute power unlimited, unrestricted, unre- 
strained, unbounded, boundless, infinite, ul- 
timate, total, supreme, unconditional. Q an ab- 
solute monarch : autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, 
tyrannical, tyrannous, authoritarian, arbitrary, 
autonomous, sovereign, autarchic, omnipotent. 
0 absolute moral standards: universal, fixed, in- 
dependent, non-relative, non-variable, absolut- 
ist. 

-opposites partial, qualified, limited, condi- 
tional. 

absolutely ► adverb you're absolutely right: com- 
pletely, totally, utterly, perfectly, entirely, 
wholly, fully, quite, thoroughly, unreservedly; 
definitely, certainly, positively, unconditional- 
ly, categorically, unquestionably, undoubtedly, 
without (a) doubt, without question, surely, un- 
equivocally, exactly, precisely, decisively, con- 
clusively. manifestly, in every way/respect, one 
hundred per cent, every inch, to the hilt; Infor- 
mal dead. 

* exclamation {informal) ‘ Have I made myself clear T 
* Absolutely /'; yes, indeed, of course, definitely, 
certainly, quite, without (a) doubt, without 
question, unquestionably; affirmative, by all 
means. 

absolution ►noun forgiveness, pardon, ex- 
oneration. remission, dispensation, indulgence, 
clemency, mercy; discharge, acquittal; freedom, 
deliverance, release; vindication; informal let-off; 
formal exculpation; archaic shrift. 

absolve ►verb Qthis fact does not absolve you 
from responsibility, exonerate, discharge, acquit, 
vindicate; release, relieve, liberate, free, de- 
liver. dear, exempt, let off. formal exculpate. G 
{Christianity) I absolve you from your sins: forgive, 
pardon. 

-opposites blame, condemn. 

absorb ►verb Qa sponge-like material which ab- 
sorbs water soak up. suck up, draw up/in, take 
up/in, blot up, mop up. sop up. Qshe absorbed 
the information in silence: assimilate, digest, take 
in. Qihe company was absorbed into the new con- 
cern: incorporate, assimilate, integrate, take 
in, subsume, include, co-opt, swallow up. 
Q these roles absorb most of his time and energy: 
use (up), consume, take up. occupy. Qsht was 
totally absorbed in her book: engross, captivate, 
occupy, preoccupy, engage, rivet, grip, hold, 
interest, intrigue, immerse, involve, enthral, 
spellbind, fascinate. 

absorbont ► adjective porous, spongy, 
sponge-like, permeable, pervious, absorptive; 
technical spongiform; rare sorbefadent 

absorbing ► adjective fascinating, interesting, 
captivating, gripping, engrossing, compelling, 
compulsive, enthralling, riveting, spellbinding, 
intriguing, thrilling, exciting; Informal unput- 
downable. 

-opposites boring, uninteresting. 

ab s orption ►noun 0the absorption cf water 
soaking up, sucking up; technical osmosis. 0the 


company's absorption into a larger concern: incorp- 
oration, assimilation, integration, inclusion. 
Qher total absorption in die music, involvement, 
immersion, raptness, engrossment, occupation, 
preoccupation, engagement, captivation, fascin- 
ation, enthralment. 

abstain ►verb Q Benjamin abstained from wine: 
refrain, desist, hold back, forbear, give up, re- 
nounce, avoid, shun, eschew, forgo, go with- 
out, do without; refuse, dedine; Informal cut out; 
formal abjure. G most pregnant women abstain, or 
drink very little: be teetotal, take the pledge; in- 
formal be on the wagon. 0262 voted against, 38 
abstained: not vote, decline to vote, 
abstemious ►adjective self-denying, temper- 
ate, abstinent, moderate, self-disdplined, re- 
strained, self-restrained, sober, austere, ascetic, 
puritanical, spartan, self-abnegating, hairshirt. 
-opposites self-indulgent, 
abstinence ► noun self-denial, self-restraint; 
teetotalism, temperance, sobriety, abstemious- 
ness. abstention. 

abstract ►adjective Q abstract concepts: theor- 
etical, conceptual, notional, intellectual, meta- 
physical, philosophical, academic; rare ideation- 
al. 0 abstract art: non-representational, non- 
pictorial. 

-opposites actual, concrete. 

► verb O staff abstract material for an online data- 
base: summarize, preds, abridge, condense, 
compress, shorten, cut down, abbreviate, syn- 
opsize; rare epitomize. 0 a scheme to abstract 
more water from the river extract, pump, draw 
(off), withdraw, remove, take out/away; separ- 
ate. isolate. 

► noun an abstract of her speech: summary, synopsis, 
precis. r6sum6, outline, abridgement, digest, 
summation; N. Amer. wrap-up; archaic argument. 

abstracted ►adjective absent-minded, dis- 
tracted. preoccupied, in a world of one’s own, 
with one’s head in the clouds, daydreaming, 
dreamy, inattentive, thoughtful, pensive, lost 
in thought, deep in thought, immersed in 
thought, wool-gathering, in a brown study, 
musing, brooding, absent, distrait; informal miles 
away. 

-opposites attentive. 

abstraction ► noun Q philosophical abstrac- 
tions: concept, idea, notion, thought, theory, 
hypothesis. 0 she sensed Ms momentary abstrac- 
tion: absent-mindedness, distraction, preoccupa- 
tion, dreaminess, inattentiveness, inattention, 
wool-gathering; thoughtfulness, pensiveness. 
Q the abstraction of metal from ore: extraction, 
removal, Reparation. 

abstruse ► adjective obscure, arcane, esoteric, 
little known, recherche, rarefied, recondite, dif- 
ficult, hard, puzzling, perplexing, cryptic, Del- 
phic, complex, complicated, involved, over/ 
above one’s head, incomprehensible, unfath- 
omable, impenetrable, mysterious. 

absurd ►adjective preposterous, ridiculous, 
ludicrous, farcical, laughable, risible, idiotic, 
stupid, foolish, silly, inane, imbedlic, insane, 
harebrained; unreasonable, irrational, illogical, 
nonsensical, pointless, senseless; informal crazy; 
Brit. Informal barmy, daft 
-opposites reasonable, sensible, 
absurdity ►noun preposterousnebb. ridicu- 
lousness, ludicrousness, risibility, idiocyt stu- 
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pidity, foolishness, folly, silliness, inanity, in- 
sanity, unreasonableness, irrationality, illogical- 
ity. pointlessness, senselessness; informal crazi- 
ness. 

abundance ►noun profusion, plentifolness, 
profuseness, copiousness, amplitude, lavish- 
ness, bountifulness; host, cornucopia, riot; 
plenty, quantities, scores, multitude; informal 
millions, sea. ocean(s), wealth. lot(s), heap(s), 
mass(es). stack(s), pile(s). load(s), bags, moun- 
tain(s), ton(s). slew, scads, oodles; Bnt informal 
shedload; N Amer informal gobs; formal plenitude. 
-opposites lack, scarcity. 

abundant ► adjective an abundant supply of food- 
plentiful, copious, ample, profuse, rich, lavish, 
liberal, generous, bountiful, large, huge, great, 
bumper, overflowing, prolific, teeming, in 
plenty, in abundance; informal a gogo, galore; 
poetic/ literary plenteous, bounteous. 

-opposites scarce, sparse. 

■ bo abundant abound, be plentiful, be nu- 
merous, be in abundance, proliferate, be thick 
on the ground; informal grow on trees, be two/ 
ten a penny. 

abuse ► Vtfb Qthe Judge abused his power, mis 
use, misapply, misemploy; exploit, take advan- 
tage of. Qhe was accused of abusing children: mis 
treat, maltreat, ill-treat, treat badly; molest, 
interfere with, indecently assault, sexually 
abuse, sexually assault; injure, hurt, harm, 
damage. Qthe referee was abused by players from 
both teams: insult, be rude to. swear at, curse, 
call someone names, taunt, shout at. revile, in- 
veigh against, vilify, slander, cast aspersions 
on; Blit informal slag off. 

► noun Q the abuse of power, misuse, misapplica- 
tion, misemployment; exploitation. Qthe abuse 
of children: mistreatment, maltreatment, ill- 
treatment; molestation, interference, indecent 
assault, sexual abuse, sexual assault; injury, 
hurt, harm, damage. Q the scheme is open to ad- 
ministrative abuse: corruption, injustice, wrong- 
doing. wrong, misconduct, misdeedfs), of- 
fences), crime(s), sin(s). Q torrents of abu§e: in 
sults, curses, jibes, expletives, swear words; 
swearing, cursing, namecalling; invective, vili- 
fication. vituperation, slander; Bnt informal ver- 
bal(s); N Amer. informal trash talk; archaic con- 
tumely. 

abusive ► adjective insulting, rude, vulgar, of- 
fensive, disparaging, belittling, derogatoiy, dis- 
respectful, denigratory, uncomplimentary, pe- 
jorative, vituperative; defamatory, slanderous, 
libellous, scurrilous, blasphemous; informal 
bitchy, archaic contumelious. 

abut ►verb adjoin, be adjacent to, border, 
neighbour, join, touch, meet, reach, be con- 
tiguous with. 

abysmal ►adjective ( informal) some of the teaching 
was abysmal : very bad, dreadful, awful, terrible, 
frightfol, atrocious, disgraceful, deplorable, 
shameful, hopeless, lamentable, laughable; infor- 
mal rotten, appalling, crummy, pathetic, pitiful, 
woeful, useless, lousy, dire, poxy, the pits; Bnt. 
informal chronic, shocking. 

abyss ► noun chasm, gorge, ravine, canyon, fis- 
sure, rift, crevasse, hole, gulf, pit, cavity, void, 
bottomless pit. 

acadsmlc ►affective Qan academic Institution: 

EDUCATIONAL, nrhnlastir instmrHnnal npHa« 


gogical ©his academic turn of mind: scholarly, 
studious, literary, well read, intellectual, clever, 
erudite, learned, educated, cultured, bookish, 
highbrow, pedantic, donnish, cerebral; informal 
brainy; dated lettered. Qthe debate has been large- 
ly academic, theoretical, conceptual, notional, 
philosophical, hypothetical, speculative, conjec- 
tural, suppositional, putative; impractical, un- 
realistic, ivory-tower. 

► noun a group of Russian academics: scholar, lec- 
turer, don, teacher, tutor, professor, fellow, 
man/woman of letters, thinker, bluestocking; 
informal egghead, bookworm; formal pedagogue. 

academy ► noun educational institution. 
school, college, university, institute, seminary, 
conservatory, conservatoire, 
accede ► verb ( formal) Qhe acceded to the govern- 
ment's demands: agree to, consent to. accept, 
assent to. acquiesce in, comply with, go along 
with, concur with, surrender to. yield to, give 
in to, give way to. defer to. QElizabeth I acceded 
to the throne in 1558: succeed to, come to, as- 
sume. inherit, take. Q Albania acceded to the IMF 
in 1990: join, become a member of, sign up to. 
accelerate ► verb 0 the car accelerated down 
the hid: speed up. go faster, gain momentum, 
increase speed, pick up speed, gather speed, 
put on a spurt. 0 inflation started to accelerate: 
increase, rise, go up, leap up. surge, escalate, 
spiral. Qthe university accelerated the planning 
process: hasten, expedite, precipitate, speed up. 
quicken, make foster, step up, advance, fur- 
ther, forward, promote, give a boost to, stimu- 
late, spur on; informal crank up. 

-opposites decelerate, delay, 
acceleration ►noun Qthe car's acceleration is 
sensational: increase in speed, increasing speed, 
gain in momentum. Qthe acceleration of the in- 
dustrial process: hastening, precipitation, speed- 
ing up, quickening, stepping up, advancement, 
furtherance, boost, stimulation, spur. Qan ac- 
celeration in the divorce rate: increase, rise, leap, 
surge, escalation. 

accent ►noun Oa Scottish accent: pronunci 
ation, intonation, enunciation, articulation, in- 
flection, tone, modulation, cadence, timbre, 
manner of speaking, delivery, brogue, burr, 
drawl, twang. Qthe accent is on the first syllable: 
stress, emphasis, accentuation, force, promin- 
ence; beat; technical ictus. Qthe accent is on com- 
fort: emphasis, stress, priority; importance, 
prominence. Oan acute accent: mark, diacritic, 
diacritical mark. See list. 

► vtrb fabrics which accent the background colours in 
the room: focus attention on, draw attention 
to, point up, underline, underscore, accentuate, 
highlight, spotlight, foreground, feature, play 
up, bring to the fore, heighten, stress, empha- 
size. 



accentuate ►verb focus attention on, draw 
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accent, highlight, spotlight, foreground, fea 
ture, play up. bring to the fore, heighten, 
stress, emphasize. 

accept ►verb Qhe accepted a pen as a present: 
receive, take, get, gain, obtain, acquire. Qhe 
accepted the job immediately, take on. undertake, 
assume, take responsibility for. Qshe accepted 
an invitation to lunch: say yes to, reply in the af- 
firmative. agree to. Qshe was accepted as one of 
the family, welcome, receive, embrace, adopt 
Qhe accepted Ellen's explanation: believe, regard 
as true, give credence to, credit, trust; informal 
buy, swallow. Owe have agreed to accept his deci- 
sion: go along with, agree to, consent to, acqui- 
esce in, concur with, assent to, comply with, 
abide by, follow, adhere to. act in accordance 
with, defer to, yield to. surrender to. bow to. 
give in to, submit to, respect; formal accede to. 
Qshe will just have to accept the consequences: tol 
erate, endure, put up with. bear, take, submit 
to. stomach, swallow; reconcile oneself to, re- 
sign oneself to, get used to, adjust to, learn to 
live with, make the best of; face up to. 
-opposites refuse, reject, 
acceptable ► adjective Qan acceptable stand- 
ard of living, satisfactory, adequate, reason- 
able. quite good, fair, decent, good enough, 
sufficient, sufficiently good, fine, not bad, all 
right, average, tolerable, passable, middling, 
moderate; informal OK, so-so, fair-to-middling. 
Qa most acceptable present: welcome, appreci- 
ated; pleasing, agreeable, delightful, desirable, 
satisfying, gratifying, to one’s liking. Qthe risk 
had seemed acceptable at the time: bearable, toler- 
able. allowable, admissible, sustainable, justifi- 
able, defensible. 

acceptance ► noun Qthe acceptance of an 
award: receipt, receiving, taking, obtaining. 
Qthe acceptance of responsibility, undertaking, as- 
sumption. Q acceptances to an invitation: yes, af- 
firmative reply, confirmation. Qher acceptance 
as one of die family welcome, favourable recep- 
tion. adoption. Qhis acceptance of Matilda's ex- 
planation: belief, credence, trust, faith. Q their 
acceptance of the decision: compliance, acquies- 
cence. agreement, consent, concurrence, as- 
sent, adherence, deference, surrender, submis- 
sion. respect. Qthe acceptance of pain: toler- 
ation. endurance, forbearance. 

accepted ► adjective recognized, acknow- 
ledged. established, traditional, orthodox; 
usual, customary, common, normal, general, 
prevailing, accustomed, familiar, popular, ex- 
pected. routine, standard, stock; poetic /literary 
wonted. 

access ►noun Qthe budding has a side access: 
entrance, entry, way in, means of entry; ap- 
proach. means of approach. Qthey were denied 
access to the stadium: admission, admittance, 
entry, entrfe, ingress, right of entry. Q students 
have access to a photocopier, (the) use of, permis- 
sion to use. Qan access of rage: fit, attack, out- 
bunt, outpouring, eruption, explosion, bunt, 
outbreak, flare-up, blow-up, blaze, paroxysm, 
bout, rush; outflow, outflowing, welling up. 

► verb the program used to access the data: retrieve, 
gain access to, obtain; read. 

acce s sible ► •dective Qthe village is only ac- 
cessible on foot | an easQy accessible reference tool: 
reachable, attainable, approachable; obtain- 
able, available; informal get-at-able. Qhis accessible 


style of writing, understandable, comprehen- 
sible, easy to understand, intelligible. Q Pro- 
fessor Cooper is very accessible: approachable, 
friendly, agreeable, obliging, congenial, affable, 
cordial, welcoming, easygoing, pleasant 
accession ► noun Qthe Queen’s accession to the 
throne: succession, assumption, inheritance. 
Q accession to die Treaty of Rome was effected in 
1971: assent, consent, agreement; acceptance, 
acquiescence, compliance, concurrence. Q re- 
cent accessions to the museum: addition, acquisi- 
tion, new item, gift, purchase, 
accessorize ►verb complement, enhance, 
set off. show off, go with, accompany; decor- 
ate, adorn, ornament, trim, 
accessory ►noun Q camera accessories such as 
tripods and flashguns: attachment, extra, add- 
ition, add-on, adjunct, appendage, appurten- 
ance, fitment, supplement Q fashion accessories: 
adornment, embellishment, ornament, orna- 
mentation, decoration; frills, trimmings. Qshe 
was charged as an accessory to murder, accom- 
plice. partner in crime, associate, collaborator, 
fellow conspirator, henchman. 

► adjective an accessory gearbox: additional, extra, 
supplementary, supplemental, auxiliary, ancil- 
lary, secondary, subsidiary, reserve, add-on. 

accident ►noun Qan accident at work: mishap. 
misadventure, unfortunate incident, mis- 
chance. misfortune, disaster, tragedy, catas- 
trophe, calamity; technical casualty. Qan accident 
on the motorway: crash, collision, smash, bump, 
car crash, road traffic accident, RTA; derail- 
ment; N. Amor, wreck; informal smash-up, pile-up; 
Brit, informal prang, shunt. Q it is no accident that 
there is a similarity between them: chance, mere 
chance, coincidence, twist of fete, freak, haz- 
ard; fluke, bit of luck, serendipity; fate, fortu- 
ity. fortune, providence, happenstance, 
accidental ►adjective Qan accidental meeting: 
fortuitous, chance, adventitious, fluky, coinci- 
dental. casual, serendipitous, random; unex- 
pected, unforeseen, unanticipated, unlooked- 
for, unintentional, unintended, inadvertent, 
unplanned, unpremeditated, unthinking, un- 
witting. Qthe location is accidental and contributes 
nothing to the poem: incidental, unimportant, by 
the way, by the by, supplementary, subsidiary, 
subordinate, secondary, accessory, peripheral, 
tangential, extraneous, extrinsic, irrelevant* 
non-essential, inessential 
— oppositbs intentional, deliberate, 
accidentally ►advevb by accident, by 
chance, by a mere chance, by a twist of fate, as 
luck would have it, fortuitously, by a fluke, by 
happenstance, coincidentally, adventitiously; 
unexpectedly, unintentionally, inadvertently, 
unwittingly. 

acclaim ►vtrb the booklet has been widely ac- 
claimed by teachers: praise, applaud, cheer, com- 
mend, approve, welcome, pay tribute to. speak 
highly of, eulogize, compliment, celebrate, sing 
the praises of, rave about, heap praise on. wax 
lyrical about, lionize, exalt, admire, hail, extol, 
honour, hymn; informal crack someone/ 
something up; N. Amer. informed ballyhoo; formal 
laud. 

-oppositbs criticize. 

► noun she has won acclaim for her commitment to 
democracy praise, applause, cheers, ovation, 
tribute, accolade, acclamation, salutes, plau- 
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dits, bouquets; approval, approbation, admir- 
ation. congratulations, commendation, wel- 
come. homage; compliment, a pat on the back. 
-opposites criticism. 

acclaimed ► adjtctivs celebrated, admired, 
highly rated, lionized, honoured, esteemed, 
exalted, well thought of, well received, ac- 
knowledged; eminent, great, renowned, distin- 
guished. prestigious, illustrious, pre-eminent, 
acclamation ► noun praise, applause, 
cheers, ovation, tribute, accolade, acclaim, sa- 
lutes, plaudits, bouquets; approval, admiration, 
approbation, congratulations, commendation, 
homage; compliment, a pat on the back. 
-opposites criticism. 

acclimatization ►noun adjustment, adap- 
tation. accommodation, habituation, accultur- 
ation, familiarization, inurement; naturaliza- 
tion; N. Amer. acclimation. 

acclimatize ►verb adjust, adapt, accustom, 
accommodate, habituate, acculturate; get used, 
become inured, reconcile oneself, resign one- 
self. familiarize oneself; find one's feet, get 
one’s bearings, become seasoned, become nat- 
uralized; N. Amer. acclimate, 
accolade ►noun Qhi received the accolade of 
knighthood : honour, privilege, award, gift, title; 
prize, laurels, bays, palm, ©t he hotel won a top 
accolade from the inspectors: tribute, commenda- 
tion, praise, testimonial, compliment, pat on 
the back; salutes, plaudits, congratulations, 
bouquets; Informal rave. 

accommodate ► vtrb Q refugees were accom - 
modated in army camps: lodge, house, put up, 
billet, quarter, board, take in, shelter, give 
someone a roof over their head; harbour, ©the 
cottages accommodate up to six people: hold, take, 
have room for. ©our staff wQl make every effort 
to accommodate you: help, assist, aid, oblige; 
meet the needs/wants of. cater for. fit in with, 
satisfy, ©she tried to accommodate herself to her 
new situation: adjust, adapt, accustom, habitu- 
ate, acclimatize, acculturate. get accustomed, 
get used, come to terms with; N. Amer. accli- 
mate. ©the hank would be glad to accommodate 
you with a loan: provide, supply, furnish, grant, 
accommodating ►adjtctivt obliging, co- 
operative, helpful, eager to help, adaptable, 
amenable, considerate, unselfish, generous, 
willing, kindly, hospitable, neighbourly, kind, 
friendly, pleasant, agreeable; Brit. Informal decent. 

accommodation ►noun Q temporary accom- 
modation: housing, lodging^), living quarters, 
quarters, rooms; place to stay, billet; shelter, a 
roof over one's head; informal digs, pad; formal 
abode, residence, place of residence, dwelling, 
dwelling place, habitation. © lifeboat accommo- 
dation far 1,178 people: space, room, seating; 
places, ©an accommodation between the two par- 
ties was readied: arrangement, understanding, 
settlement, accord, deal, bargain, compromise. 
O their accommodation to changing economic cir- 
cumstances: adjustment, adaptation, habitu- 
ation, acclimatization, acculturation; inure- 
ment; N. Amer. acclimation. 

accompaniment ►noun ©a musical accom- 
paniment: backing, support, background, sound- 
track. ©the wine makes a superb accompa ni ment to 
cheese: complement, supplement, addition, ad- 
junct, appendage, companion, accessoiy. 


accompany ►verb ©the driver accompanied 
her to the door go with, travel with, keep some- 
one company, tag along with, partner, escort, 
chaperone, attend, show. see. usher, conduct, 
©the illness is often accompanied by nausea: occur 
with, co-occur with, coexist with, go with, go 
together with, go hand in hand with, appear 
with, attend by. ©he accompanied the choir on 
the piano: back, play with, play for, support, 
accomplice ► noun partner in crime, associ- 
ate. accessoiy, confederate, collaborator, fellow 
conspirator; henchman; informal sidekick, 
accomplish ►vtrb fulfil, achieve, succeed 
in, realize, attain, manage, bring about/off, 
carry out/through, execute, effect, perform, do. 
discharge, complete, finish, consummate, con- 
clude; formal effectuate. 

accomplished ►adjective EXPERT, skilled, 
skilful, masterly, virtuoso, master, consum- 
mate. complete, proficient, talented, gifted, 
adept, adroit, deft, dexterous, able. good, com- 
petent, capable, efficient, experienced, sea- 
soned, trained, practised, professional, pol- 
ished. ready, apt; informal great, mean, niffy, 
crack, ace. wizard; Brit, informal a dab hand at; N 
Amer. informal crackeijack. 

accomplishment ► noun ©the reduction of 
inflation was a remarkable accomplishment: 
achievement, act, deed, exploit, performance, 
attainment, effort, feat, move. coup. © typing 
was another of her accomplishments: talent, skill, 
gift, ability, attainment, achievement, forte, 
knack, ©a poet of considerable accomplishment: 
expertise, skill, skilfulness, talent, adeptness, 
adroitness, deftness, dexterity, ability, prowess, 
masteiy, competence, capability, proficiency, 
aptitude, artistry, art; informal know-how. 
accord ►verb ©the national assembly accorded 
him more power, give, grant, present, award, 
vouchsafe; confer on, bestow on, vest in, invest 
with, ©his views accorded with mine: corres- 
pond, agree, tally, match, concur, be consist- 
ent, harmonize, be in harmony, be compatible, 
be in tune, correlate; conform to; informal 
square. 

-opposites withhold, disagree, differ. 

► noun ©a peace accord: pact, treaty, agreement, 
settlement, deal, entente, concordat, protocol, 
contract, convention, ©the two sides failed to 
reach accord: agreement, consensus, unanimity, 
harmony, unison, unity; formal concord. 

■ of on# f s own accord voluntarily, of one's 
own free will, of one’s own volition, by choice; 
willingly, freely, readily. 

■ with on# accord unanimously, in complete 
agreement, with one mind, without exception, 
as one, of one voice, to a man. 

accordance ► noun a ballot held in accordance 
with trade union rules: in agreement with, in con- 
formity with, in line with, true to, in the spirit 
of, observing, following, heeding, 
according ►adodtvo ©she had a narrow es- 
cape, according to die doctors: ab stated by, as 
claimed by, on the authority of, in the opinion 
of. ©cook die rice according to the instructions: as 
specified by, as per, in accordance with, in 
compliance with, in agreement with. O salary 
win be fixed according to experience: in proportion 
to, proportional to, commensurate with, in re- 
lation to, relative to, in line with, correspond- 
ing to. 
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accordingly ► adverb othey appreciated the 
danger and acted accordingly, appropriately, cor 
respondingly, suitably. @ accordingly, he returned 
home to Yorkshire: therefore, for that reason, 
consequently, so, as a result, as a consequence, 
in consequence, hence, thus, that being the 
case, ergo. 

accost ► verb speak to. call to, shout to, hail, 
address; approach, confront, detain, stop; infor- 
mal buttonhole, collar, Brit, informal nobble. 

account ► noun Qhis account of the incident : de- 
scription, report, version, story, narration, nar- 
rative, statement, explanation, exposition, de- 
lineation, portrayal, tale; chronicle, history, 
record, log; view, impression. Qa sensitive ac- 
count of the Debussy Sonata: performance, inter- 
pretation, rendering, rendition, execution. 
Q the firm's quarterly accounts : financial record, 
ledger, balance sheet, financial statement; (ac- 
counts) books. 01 pay the account off in full each 
month: bill, invoice, tally; debt, charges; N. Amer. 
check; informal tab. 0h is background is of no ac- 
count: importance, import, significance, conse- 
quence, substance, note; formal moment. 

► verb her visit could not be accounted a success: con- 
sider, regard as, reckon, hold to be, think, look 
on as, view as. see as, judge, adjudge, count, 
deem, rate. 

■ account for Othey must account for the delay: 
explain, answer for, give reasons for, rational- 
ize, justify. Q excise duties account for over half the 
price of Scotch: constitute, make up, comprise, 
form, compose, represent. 

■ on account of because of, owing to, due to. 
as a consequence of. thanks to, by/in virtue of, 
in view of. 

■ on no account never, under no circumstan- 
ces, not for any reason. 

accountability ► noun responsibility, liabil- 
ity, answerability. 

accountable ► adjective Qthe government was 
held accountable for the food shortage: responsible, 
liable, answerable; to blame. Qthe game's popu- 
larity is barely accountable: explicable, explain- 
able; understandable, comprehensible. 

accoutrements ► plural noun equipment, 
paraphernalia, stuff, things, apparatus, tackle, 
kit, implements, material(s), rig, outfit, regalia, 
appurtenances, impedimenta, odds and ends, 
bits and pieces, bits and bobs, trappings, acces- 
sories. 

accredit ► verb Qhe was accredited with being 
one of the world's fastest sprinters: recognize as, 
credit with. Qthe discovery of distillation is usually 
accredited to die Arabs: ascribe, attribute. O pro- 
fessional bodies accredit these research degrees: rec- 
ognize, authorize, approve, certify, license. 

accredited ► adjective official, appointed, 
recognized, authorized, approved, certified, li- 
censed. 

accretion ►noun Qthe accretion of sediments: 
accumulation, formation, collecting, cumula- 
tion, accrual: growth, increase. O architectural 
accretions: addition, extension, appendage, add- 
on, supplement. 

accrue ► verb o financial benefits will accrue from 
restructuring: result, arise, follow, ensue; be 
caused by. Q interest is added to the account as it 
accrues: accumulate, collect, build up, mount 
up, grow, increase. 


accumulate ► verb gather, collect, amass, 
stockpile, pile up, heap up, store (up), hoard, 
cumulate, lay in/up; increase, multiply, accrue; 
run up. 

accumulation ►noun MASS, build-up, pile, 
heap, stack, collection, stock, store, stockpile, 
reserve, hoard; amassing, gathering, cumula- 
tion, accrual, accretion. 

accuracy ► noun correctness, precision, 
exactness; factuality, literalness, fidelity, faith- 
fulness, truth, truthfulness, veracity, authenti- 
city, realism, verisimilitude. 

accurate ► adjective Q accurate information | an 
accurate representation cf the situation : correct, 
precise, exact, right, error-free, perfect; fac- 
tual, fact-based, literal, faithful, true, truthful, 
true to life, authentic, realistic; informal on the 
mark, on the beam, on the nail; Brit. Informal 
spot on, bang on; N. Amer. informal on the money, 
on the button; formal veracious. 0on accurate 
shot: well aimed, on taiget, unerring, deadly, le- 
thal, sure, true, on the mark. 

accursed ► adjective Q (dated) t hat accursed 
woman: hateful, detestable, loathsome, foul, 
abominable, damnable, odious, obnoxious, de- 
spicable. horrible, horrid, ghastly, awful, dread- 
ful. terrible; annoying, irritating, infuriating, 
exasperating; informal damned, damn, blasted, 
pesky, pestilential, infernal; Brit. Informal beastly. 
0 {poetic I literary) he and his line are accursed: 
cursed, damned, doomed, condemned, ill- 
fated. ill-omened, jinxed. 

-opposites pleasant, blessed. 

accusation ► noun allegation, charge, 
claim, assertion, imputation; indictment, ar- 
raignment; suit, lawsuit; Law, Brit, plaint; N. Amer. 
impeachment. 

accuse ► verb O four people were accused cf as- 
sault: charge with, indict for. arraign for, sum- 
mons, dte. prefer charges against; N. Amor, im- 
peach for. Qthe companies were accused of causing 
job losses: blame for, lay the blame on. hold re- 
sponsible for. hold accountable for; condemn 
for, criticize for, denounce for, lay at the door 
of; informal point the finger at. stick on. pin on. 
-opposites absolve, exonerate. 

accustom ►verb adapt, adjust, acclimatize, 
habituate, accommodate, acculturate; reconcile 
oneself, become reconciled, get used to, come 
to terms with, learn to live with, become in- 
ured; N. Amer. acclimate. 

accustomed ►adjective customary, usual, 
normal, habitual, regular, routine, ordinary, 
typical, traditional, established, common, gen- 
eral; poetic/ literary wonted. 

aco ( informal) ► noun a rowing ace: expert, master, 
genius, virtuoso, maestro, adept, past master, 
doyen, champion, star, informal demon, hotshot, 
wizard, whizz; Brit, informal dab hand; N. Amer. in- 
formal maven, crackeijack. 

-opposites amateur. 

► adjective an ace tennis player, excellent, first- 
rate, first-class, marvellous, wonderful, magnifi- 
cent, outstanding, superlative, formidable, vir- 
tuoso, masterly, expert, champion, consum- 
mate, skilful, adept; informal great, terrific, tre- 
mendous, superb, fantastic, sensational, fabu- 
lous, fab, crack, hotshot, Al. mean, demon, 
awesome, magic, tip-top, top-notch; Brit. Informal 
smashing, brilliant, brill. 


acerbic | acquirement 
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-opposites mediocre. 

acerbic ► •djtctfvt sharp, sarcastic, sardonic, 
mordant, trenchant, cutting, razor-edged, bit- 
ing, stinging, searing, scathing, caustic, astrin- 
gent, abrasive; N. Amor acerb; Bnt informal sarky; 
N. Amor informal snarky. 

ache ► noun ©a stomach ache: pain, cramp, 
twinge, pang; gnawing, stabbing, stinging, 
smarting; soreness, tenderness, irritation, dis- 
comfort. ©the ache in her heart : sorrow, sad- 
ness, miseiy, grief, anguish, suffering, pain, 
agony, torture, hurt. 

► verb O my legs were aching: hurt, be sore, be 
painful, be in pain, throb, pound, twinge; 
smart, bum, sting; informal give someone gyp; 
Bnt informal play up. ©her heart ached for poor 
Philippa: grieve, sorrow, be in distress, be mis- 
erable. be in anguish, bleed. 0 Marie ached for 
his affection: long, yearn, hunger, thirst, hanker, 
pine, itch; crave, desire. 

achieve ► verb attain, reach, arrive at; realize, 
bring off/about, pull off, accomplish, carry 
out/through, fulfil, execute, perform, engineer, 
conclude, complete, finish, consummate; earn, 
win. gain, acquire, obtain, come by, get. se- 
cure, clinch, net; informal wrap up, wangle, 
swing; formal effectuate. 

achievement ► noun ©the achievement of a 
high rate of economic growth: attainment, realiza- 
tion. accomplishment, fulfilment, implementa- 
tion. execution, performance; conclusion, com- 
pletion. close, consummation. © they felt justifo 
ably proud of their achievement: accomplishment, 
attainment, feat, performance, undertaking, 
act, action, deed, effort, exploit; work, handi- 
work. 

Achilles’ heel ► noun WEAK SPOT, weak 
point, weakness, soft underbelly, shortcoming, 
failing, imperfection, flaw, defect, chink in 
one's armour. 

-opposites strength. 

aching ► adjectivt Ohls aching back: painful, 
achy, sore, stiff, hurt, tender, uncomfortable; 
hurting, in pain, throbbing, pounding, smart- 
ing, burning, stinging, ©her aching heart: sor 
rowful. sad, miserable, grieving, upset, dis- 
tressed, anguished, grief-stricken, heavy, 
acid ► •qoctivt ©a slightly acid flavour, acidic, 
sour, tart, bitter, sharp, acrid, pungent, acerb- 
ic, vinegary, acetic, acetous, ©add remarks: 
acerbic, sarcastic, sharp, sardonic, scathing, 
cutting, razor-edged, biting , stinging , caustic, 
trenchant, mordant, hitter, acrimonious, astrin- 
gent, harsh, abrasive, wounding, hurtfiil, un- 
kind. vitriolic, venomous, waspish, spiteful, 
malicious; N Amer acerb; Informal bitchy, catty; 

Brit informal sarky; N Amer. informal snarky. 
-opposites sweet, pleasant. 

> noun. See Ust. 



•eknvwtedg* fttfur government ac- 

knowledged the need to begtn talks: admit, accept. 


grant, allow, concede, confess, own, recognize. 
© he did not acknowledge Colin, but hurried past: 
greet, salute, address; nod to, wave to, raise 
one's hat to, say hello to. O Douglas was glad to 
acknowledge her help: express gratitude for, 
show appreciation for. thank someone for. 
©/ew people acknowledged my letters: answer, 
reply to. respond to. 

-oppositbs reject, deny, ignore, 
acknowledged ►adjective recognized, ac- 
cepted. approved, accredited, confirmed, de- 
clared. confessed, avowed. 

acknowledgement ►noun Q acknowledge- 
ment of the need to take new initiatives: accept 
ance. admission, concession, confession, recog- 
nition. ©a smile of acknowledgement, greeting. 
welcome, salutation, ©she left without a word of 
acknowledgement thanks, gratitude, appreci- 
ation. recognition. ©I sent off the form, but there 
was no acknowledgement: answer, reply, re- 
sponse. 

acme ►noun peak, pinnacle, zenith, height, 
high point, crown, crest, summit, top, apex, 
apogee; climax, culmination. 

-opposites nadir. 

acolyte ►noun assistant, helper, attendant, 
minion, underling, lackey, henchman; follow- 
er, disciple, supporter, votary; informal sidekick, 
groupie, hanger-on. 

acquaint ►verb he wM need to acquaint himself 
with the regulations: familiarize, make familiar, 
make aware of, inform of, advise of, apprise of, 
let know, get up to date; brief, prime; mfbnnal 
fill in on, gen up on. clue in on. 

acquaintance ►noun ©a business acquaint- 
ance: contact, associate, colleague, ©my ac- 
quaintance with George: association, relation- 
ship, contact, ©the pupils had Utile acquaintance 
with the language: familiarity with, knowledge 
of, experience of, awareness of, unders tanding 
of. comprehension of, grasp of. 

acquainted ► adjective ©she was well acquaint- 
ed with Gothic literature: familiar, conversant, at 
home, up to date, abreast, au fhit, au courant, 
well versed, knowledgeable, well informed; in- 
formed. apprised; informal genned up, clued in; 
formal cognizant. ©I am not personally acquainted 
with him: friendly, on friendly terms. 

acquiesce ► verb he acquiesced in the cover-up: 
accept, consent to, agree to, allow, concede, 
assent to, concur with, give the nod to; comply 
with, go along with, cooperate with, give in to, 
bow to, yield to, submit to. 

acquiescence ►noun consent, agreement, 
acceptance, concurrence, assent, leave; compli- 
ance, concession, cooperation; submission. 

acquiescent ► •qodlve compliant, coopera- 
tive, willing, obliging, agreeable, amenable, 
tractable, persuadable, pliant, unprotesting; 
submissive, self-effacing, unassertive, yielding, 
biddable, docile. 

acquire ►vsb obtain, come by, get, receive, 
gain, earn, win, come into, be given; buy, pur- 
chase, procure, possess oneself of, secure, pick 
up; Informal get one's hands on. get hold of. 
land, bag, score. 

-oppositbs lose. 

acquirement ► noun ©her many acquirements: 
attainment, achievement, accomplishment. 
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acquisition | activity 


skill, talent. Qthe acquirement of money: acquisi* 
tion, obtaining, gaining, earning, winning, pro- 
curement 

acquisition ► noun Qa new acquisition : pur- 
chase, gain, accession, addition, investment, 
possession; informal buy. Q the acquisition of funds: 
obtaining, acquirement, gaining, earning, win- 
ning, procurement, collection, 
acquisitive ►adjective GREEDY, covetous, 
avaricious, possessive, grasping, grabbing, 
predatory, avid, rapacious, mercenary, materi- 
alistic; Informal money-grubbing, 
acquisitiveness ►noun greed, greediness, 
covetousness, cupidity, possessiveness, avarice, 
avidity, rapaciousness, rapacity, materialism, 
acquit ►verb Qthe jury acquitted her. clear, ex- 
onerate. find innocent, absolve; discharge, re- 
lease. free, set free; informal let off (the hook); 
formal exculpate. Qthe boys acquitted themselves 
well: behave, conduct oneself, perform, act; for- 
mal comport oneself. 0 (archaic) they acquitted 
themselves of their duty: carry out, perform, dis- 
charge. execute. 

-opposites convict. 

acquittal ►noun Qthe acquittal of the defend- 
ants: clearing, exoneration; discharge, release, 
freeing; informal let-off; formal exculpation. Q (ar- 
chaic) the acquittal of these duties: discharge, 
carrying out. execution, performance. 
-oppositbs conviction. 

acrid ►adjective pungent, bitter, sharp, sour, 
tart, harsh, acid, acidic, vinegary, acetic, acet- 
ous; stinging, burning. 

acrimonious ►adjective bitter, angry, ran- 
corous. caustic, acerbic, scathing, sarcastic, 
acid, harsh, sharp, cutting; virulent, spiteful, 
vicious, vitriolic, hostile, venomous, nasty, 
bad-tempered, ill-natured, mean, malign, mali- 
cious. malignant, waspish; informal bitchy, catty, 
acrimony ►noun bitterness, anger, rancour, 
resentment, ill feeling, ill will, bad blood, ani- 
mosity, hostility, enmity, antagonism, waspish- 
ness, spleen, malice, spitefulness, venom. 
-opposites goodwill. 

acrobat ►noun tumbler, gymnast, tightrope 
walker, wire walker, trapeze artist; rare funam- 
bulist. 

acrobatics ►plural noun Q staggering feats of 
acrobatics: gymnastics, tumbling; agility; rare 
funambulism. Qthe acrobatics required to negoti- 
ate an international contract: mental agility, skill, 
quick thinking, alertness, inventiveness, 
act ►vtrb Qthe Government must act to remedy the 
situation: take action, take steps, take meas- 
ures, move, react. 0he was acting on the orders 
of the party leader, follow, act in accordance 
with, obey, heed, comply with; fulfil, meet, dis- 
charge. Qan estate agent acting for a prospective 
buyer, represent, act on behalf of; stand in for, 
fill in for, deputize for, take the place of. Q Ali- 
son began to act oddly: behave, conduct oneself, 
react; formal comport oneself. 0the scents act as 
a powerful aphrodisiac, operate, work, function, 
serve. Qthe drug acted directly on the blood vessels: 
affect, have an effect on, work on; have an 
impact on. impact on, influence. O he acted in a 
highly successful film: perform, play a part, take 
part, appear. Informal tread the boards. Owe 
laughed, but most of us were just acting : pretend, 
playact, put it on, fake it, feign it, dissemble, 


dissimulate. 

► noun Qacte of kindness | a criminal act. deed, ac- 
tion, feat, exploit, move, gesture, peifbnnance. 
undertaking, stunt, operation; achievement, ac- 
complishment 0the act raised die tax on to- 
bacco: law, decree, statute, bill, act of Parlia- 
ment, enactment, resolution, edict, dictum, 
ruling, measure; N. Arm. formal ordinance. Othe 
first act of the play, division, section, subsection, 
part, segment. Qa music hall act, : performance, 
turn, routine, number, sketch, skit. Qit was tin 
just an act. pretence, show, front, facade, mas- 
querade, charade, posture, pose, affectation, 
sham, fake; informal a put-on. 

■ act up ( informal) Qall children act up from time 
to time: misbehave, behave badly, get up to mis- 
chief, Brit, informal play up. Qthe engine was acting 
up: malfunction, go wrong, be defective, be 
faulty; informal be on the blink; Brit, informal play 
up. 

acting ►noun the theory and practice of acting. 
drama, the theatre, the stage, the performing 
arts, thespianism, dramatics, dramaturgy, 
stagecraft, theatricals; informal treading the 
boards. 

► adjective the bank's acting governor, temporary, 
interim, caretaker, pro tern, provisional, stop- 
gap; deputy, stand-in, fill-in; N. Amer. informal 
pinch-hitting. 

-opposites permanent. 

action ►noun Qthere can be no excuse for their 
actions: deed, act. move, undertaking, exploit, 
manoeuvre, endeavour, effort, exertion; behav- 
iour. conduct, activity. Qthe need for local com- 
munity action: measures, steps, activity, move- 
ment. work, operation. Oa man of action: en- 
ergy, vitality, vigour, fbrcefulness, drive, initia- 
tive. spirit, liveliness, vim, pep; activity; Informal 
get-up-an d-go. Othe action of hormones on the 
pancreas: effect, influence, working; power. 
Qhe missed all the action while he was away: ex- 
citement . activity, happenings, events, inci- 
dents; Informal goings-on. O twenty-nine men died 
in the action: fighting, hostilities, battle, con- 
flict, combat, warfare; engagement, clash, en- 
counter. skirmish. Qa civil action for damages: 
lawsuit, legal action, suit (at law), case, pros- 
ecution, litigation, proceedings. 

activate ►verb operate, switch on, turn on, 
start (up), set going, trigger (off), set in motion, 
actuate, energize; trip. 

active ►adjective Q despite her illness die re- 
mained active: energetic, lively, sprightly , spry, 
mobile, vigorous, vital, dynamic . sporty; busy, 
occupied; informal on the go, full of beans. Qan 
active member of the union; hard-working, busy, 
industrious, diligent, tireless, contributing, ef- 
fective, enterprising, involved, enthusiastic, 
keen, committed, devoted, zealous. Qthe water- 
mill was active until 1960: operative, working, 
functioning, functional, operating, operational, 
in action, in operation; live; Informal up and run- 
ning. 

-opposites listless, passive. 

activity ► noun O there was a lot of activity in the 
area: bustle, hustle and bustle, busyness, ac- 
tion, liveliness, movement, life, stir, flurry; 
happenings, occurrences, proceedings, events, 
incidents; informal toing and froing, comings and 
goings. Qa wide range cf activities: pursuit, oc- 
cupation, interest, hobby, pastime, recreation. 
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diversion; venture, undertaking, enterprise, 
project, scheme, business, entertainment, act. 
action, deed, exploit 

actor, actress b noun performer, player, 
trouper, thespian; film star, matinee idol, star, 
starlet; informal ham; Brit informal luwy, N Amer in- 
formal hambone. See list 
-RELATED TERMS histrionic. 

actual P adjective real, true, genuine, authen- 
tic, verified, attested, confirmed, definite, hard, 
plain, veritable: existing, existent manifest. 


substantial, factual, de facto, bona fide; informal 
real live. 

-opposites notional 

actuality Pnoun the journalistic debate about ac- 
tuality and fiction: reality, fact truth, real life. 

■ In actuality really, m (actual) feet, in point 
of feet, actually, as a matter of feet in reality, 
in truth, if truth be told, to tell the truth; ar- 
chaic in sooth. 

actually ► adverb / locked upset but actually I was 
terribly excited: really, in (actual) feet in point 
of feet, as a matter of feet m reality, in actual* 
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ity, in truth, if truth be told, to tell the truth; 
archaic in sooth. 

actuate ► v»ih Qthe sprinkler system was actu- 
ated by the fire: activate, operate, switch on, 
turn on. start (up), set going, trigger (off), trip, 
set in motion, energize. ©the defendant was ac- 
tuated by malice : motivate, prompt, stimulate, 
move, drive, influence, incite, spur on, impel 

acuman ► noun astuteness, shrewdness, acu- 
ity. sharpness, sharp-wittedness, cleverness, 
smartness, brains; judgement, understanding, 
awareness, sense, common sense, canniness, 
discernment, wisdom, wit, sagacity, perspica- 
city, insight, perception, penetration; informal 
nous, savvy, know-how, horse sense; N. Amer. in- 
formal smarts; formal perspicuity. 

acute * adjective Qthe acute food shortages: se- 
vere. critical, drastic, dire, dreadful, terrible, 
awful, grave, bad, serious, desperate, parlous, 
dangerous. 0 acute stomach pains: sharp, severe, 
stabbing, excruciating, agonizing, racking, sear- 
ing. 0his acute mind: astute, shrewd, sharp, 
sharp-witted, razor-sharp, rapieivlike, quick, 
quick-witted, agile, nimble, clever, intelligent, 
brilliant, smart, canny, discerning, perceptive, 
perspicacious, penetrating, insightful, incisive, 
piercing, discriminating, sagacious, wise, judi- 
cious; informal on the ball, quick off the mark, 
quick on the uptake, streetwise, savvy, N. Amer 
informal heads-up. Qan acute sense of smell: keen, 
sharp, good, penetrating, discerning, sensitive. 
-opposites mild, dull. 

acutely ► adverb extremely, exceedingly, very, 
markedly, severely, intensely, deeply, pro- 
foundly, keenly, painfully, desperately, tremen- 
dously. enormously, thoroughly, heartily, infor- 
mal awfully, terribly. 

-opposites slightly. 

adage ►noun saying, maxim, axiom, proverb, 
aphorism, apophthegm, saw. dictum, precept, 
motto, truism, platitude, cliche, commonplace. 

adamant ► acfictivo unshakeable. immovable, 
inflexible, unwavering, unswerving, uncom- 
promising, resolute, resolved, determined, 
firm, steadfast; stubborn, unrelenting, unyield- 
ing, unbending, rigid, obdurate, inexorable, in- 
transigent. dead set. 

adapt ►verb Q we’ve adapted the hotels to suit 
their needs: modify, alter, change, adjust, con- 
vert, redesign, restyle, refashion, remodel, re- 
shape, revamp, rework, rejig, redo, reconstruct, 
reorganize; customize, tailor, improve, amend, 
refine; Informal tweak. Oft* has adapted well to his 
new home: adjust, acclimatize oneself, accom- 
modate oneself, habituate oneself, become ha- 
bituated, get used, orient oneself, reconcile 
oneself, come to terms, get one's bearings, find 
one's feet, acculturate, assimilate, blend in, fit 
in; N. Amer. acclimate. 

adaptable ► adjactfv# Q competent and adapt- 
able staff: flexible, versatile, cooperative, ac- 
commodating, amenable. O an adaptable piece of 
furniture: versatile, modifiable, convertible, al- 
terable, adjustable, changeable; multi-purpose, 
all-purpose. 

adaptation ►noun Othe adaptation of M 
buddings: conversion, alteration, modification, 
redesign, remodelling, revamping, reconstruc- 
tion. Qthe adaptation of an ethnic community to 
British society: adjustment, acclimatization, ac- 


commodation, habituation, acculturation, as- 
similation. integration; N. Amer. acclimation. 

add ►vwb Qthe front porch was added in 1751: 
attach, build on. join, append, affix, connect, 
annex; include, incorporate. Qthey added ad the 
figures up: total, count (up), compute, reckon 
up. tally; Brit tot up. Qthe subsidies added up to 
£1700: amount to, come to, run to, make, total, 
equal, number. Qthe recent riots add up to a 
deepening crisis: amount to, constitute; signify, 
signal, mean, indicate, denote, point to, be evi- 
dence of, be symptomatic of; Informal spell 
©her decision Just added to his woe: increase, 
magnify, amplify, augment, intensify, height- 
en, deepen; exacerbate, aggravate, compound, 
reinforce; add fuel to the fire, fan the flames, 
rub salt on the wound. Qshe added that she had 
every confidence in Laura: go on to say, state fur- 
ther, continue, carry on. 

-opposites subtract. 

■ add up (informal) the situation just didn’t add up: 
make sense, stand to reason, hold up. hold 
water, ring true, be convincing. 

addendum ►noun appendix, codicil, post- 
script, afterword, tailpiece, rider, coda, supple- 
ment; adjunct, appendage, addition, add-on, at- 
tachment. 

addict ►noun Qa heroin addict: abuser, user; 
informal junkie, druggy, -freak, -head, pill- 
popper, N. Amer. informal hophead. 0 (informal) ski- 
ing addicts: enthusiast, fan, lover, devotee, afi- 
cionado; informal freak, nut. fiend, fanatic, ma- 
niac. 

addicted ► adjactlva Qhe was addicted to tran- 
quillizers: dependent on; infonnai hooked on. 
Qshe became addicted to die theatre: devoted to. 
obsessed with, fixated on. fanatical about, pas- 
sionate about, a slave to; Informal hooked on. 
mad on, crazy about 

addiction ►noun o his heroin addiction: de- 
pendency, dependence, habit; informal monkey. 
0a slavish addiction to fashion: devotion to, 
dedication to. obsession with, infatuation with, 
passion for, love of. mania for, enslavement to. 

addictive ► adjactlva habit-forming; compul- 
sive; Brit, informal moreish. 

addition ►noun Qthe soil is improved by the 
addition of compost: adding, incorporation, inclu- 
sion, introduction. Qan addition to the existing 
regulations: supplement, adjunct, addendum, ap- 
pendage. add-on, extra; rider. 

■ In addition Q conditions were harsh and in add- 
ition some soldiers fen victim to snipers: additional- 
ly, as well, what's more, furthermore, more- 
over, also, into the bargain, to boot. Q eight 
presidential candidates in addition to die General: 
besides, as well as, on top of, plus, over and 
above. 

additional ► adjaettva extra, added, supple- 
mentary, supplemental, further, auxiliary, an- 
cillary; more, other, another, new, fresh. 

additionally ►adverb also, in addition, as 
well, too. besides, on top (of that), moreover, 
further, furthermore, what's more, over and 
above that, into the bargain, to boot; archaic 
withal 

additive ►noun added ingredient, addition; 
preservative, colouring; Brit informal E-number. 
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addled ► •qoctlvo muddled, confused, muzzy, 
fuddled, befoddled, dazed, disoriented, dis- 
orientated, fuzzy; informal woozy. 

address ►noun Qthe address on die envelope: 
inscription, superscription; directions. Qour of- 
ficers called at die address: house, flat, apartment, 
home; formal residence, dwelling, dwelling 
place, habitation, abode, domicile. Ohis address 
to die European Parliament speech, lecture, talk, 
monologue, dissertation, discourse, oration, 
peroration; sermon, homily, lesson. 

► vtib QJ addressed die envelope by hand: inscribe, 
superscribe. Qthe preacher addressed a crowded 
congregation: talk to, give a talk to, speak to, 
make a speech to, give a lecture to, lecture, 
hold forth to; preach to, give a sermon to. 
Qthe question of how to address one's parents-in- 
law . : call, name, designate; speak to, write to; 
formal denominate. Q correspondence should be ad- 
dressed to die Banking Ombudsman: direct, send, 
communicate, convey, remit. Qthe minister 
failed to address the Issue of subsidies: attend to, 
apply oneself to, tackle, see to, deal with, con- 
front, get to grips with, get down to, turn one's 
hand to. take in hand, undertake, concentrate 
on. focus on, devote oneself to. 

adduce ► verb cite, quote, name, mention, in- 
stance, point out. refer to; put forward, pre- 
sent, offer, advance, propose, proffer. 

adept ►adjective an adept negotiator, expert, 
proficient, accomplished, skilful, talented, mas- 
terly, consummate, virtuoso; adroit, dexterous, 
deft, artful; brilliant, splendid, marvellous, for- 
midable. outstanding, first-rate, first-class, ex- 
cellent. fine; informal great, top-notch, tip-top, 
Al, ace, mean, hotshot, crack, nifty, deadly; Brit 
informal a dab hand at; N Amer informal cracker- 
jack. 

-opposites inept. 

► noun kung ju adepts: expert, past master, mas- 
ter, genius, maestro, doyen; informal wizard, 
demon, ace, hotshot, whizz; N. Amer informal 
maven, crackeijack. 

-opposites amateur. 

adequacy ► noun Qthe adequacy of die existing 
services: satisfactoriness, acceptability, accept- 
ableness; sufficiency. Q he had deep misgivings 
about his own adequacy, capability, competence, 
ability, aptitude, suitability; effectiveness, fit- 
ness; formal efficacy. 

adequate ► •djoctlvt Qhe lacked adequate finan- 
cial resources: sufficient, enough, requisite. 
Qthe company provides an adequate service: ac- 
ceptable. passable, reasonable, satisfactoiy, 
tolerable, fair, decent, quite good, pretty good, 
goodish. moderate, unexceptional, unremark- 
able, undistinguished, ordinary, average, not 

bad, all right, middling; informal OK, so-so, fair- 
to-middling, nothing to write home about 
Qthe workstations were small but seemed adequate 
to the task: equal to, up to, capable ot suitable 
for, able to do, fit for. sufficient for. 

adhere ►verb Qa dollop of cream adhered to her 
nose: stick (fast), cohere, cling, bond, attach; 
be stuck, be fixed, be glued. Qthey adhere scru- 
pulous ly to Judaic law. abide by, stick to, hold to, 
comply with, act in accordance with, conform 

to, submit to; follow, obey, heed, observe, re- 
spect, uphold, fblfil 

-opposites flout, igdtp^w^ 4 y 


adherent ►noun follower, supporter, up- 
holder, defender, advocate, disciple, votary, de- 
votee, partisan, member, friend, stalwart, sect- 
ary; believer, worshipper. 

-opposites opponent. 

adhesion ► noun o die adhesion of die gum strip 
to die paper fibres: sucking, adherence. Qdie 
front tyres were struggling for adhesion: traction. 
grip, purchase. 

adhesive ►noun a spray adhesive: glue, fixa- 
tive, gum, paste, cement; N. Amer. mucilage; N. 
Amer informal stickum. 

► adjoctivt adhesive mortar, sticky, tacky, gluey, 
gummed; viscous, viscid; technical adherent; infor- 
mal icky. 

adieu ► noun ft •xdamation goodbye, farewell, 
until we meet again; Informal bye-bye, ta-ta, bye. 
cheerio, cheers, ciao, so long; Informal, dated 
toodle-oo, toodle-pip. 

ad Infinitum ► advorb forever, for ever and 
ever, evermore, always, for all time, until the 
end of time, in perpetuity, until hell freezes 
over; perpetually, eternally, endlessly, inter- 
minably, unceasingly, unendingly; Brit for ever- 
more; informal until the cows come home, until 
the twelfth of never, until doomsday, until 
kingdom come; archaic for aye. 
adjacent ► adjoctfvo adjoining, neighbouring, 
next-door, abutting, contiguous, proximate; 
(adjacent to) dose to. near, next to. by, by the 
side of. bordering on. beside alongside, at- 
tached to, touching, cheek by jowl with, 
adjoin ►vtrb be next to. be adjacent to, border 
(on), abut, be contiguous with, communicate 
with, extend to; join, conjoin, connect with, 
touch, meet 

adjoining ►adjective connecting, connected, 
interconnecting, adjacent, neighbouring, bor- 
dering. next-door, contiguous, proximate; at- 
tached, touching. 

adjourn ► verb Qthe hearing was adjourned: sus- 
pend. break off. discontinue, interrupt, pro- 
rogue. stay, recess. Q sentencing was adjourned 
until June 9: postpone, put off/back, defer, 
delay, hold over, shelve. Qthey adjourned to die 
sitting room for liqueurs: withdraw, retire, re- 
treat. take oneself, formal repair, remove; poetic/ 
literary betake oneself. 

adjournment ► noun suspension, discontinu- 
ation, interruption, postponement, deferment, 
deferral, stay, prorogation; break, pause, recess, 
adjudge ►vtrb judge, deem, find, pronounce, 
proclaim, rule, hold, determine; consider, 
think, rate reckon, perceive, regard as, view 
as, see as. believe to be. 

adjudicate ►vtrb judge, try, hear, examine, 
arbitrate; pronounce on, give a ruling on, pass 
judgement on. decide, determine, settle, re- 
solve. 

adjudication ►noun judgement, decision, 
pronouncement ruling, settlement, resolution, 
arbitration, finding, verdict sentence; Law de- 
termination. 

adjudicator ► noun judge, arbitrator, arbiter, 
referee, umpire. 

adjunct ►noun supplement, addition, extra, 
add-on, accessory, accompaniment comple- 
ment appurtenance; attachment appendage, 
addendum. 
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adjust ► vtrb OK ate had adjusted to her new UJe: 
adapt, become accustomed, get used, accom- 
modate, acclimatize, orient oneself, reconcile 
oneself, habituate oneself, assimilate; come to 
terms with, blend in with, fit in with, find 
one's feet in; N. Amer. acclimate. Qhe adjusted 
the brakes: modify, alter, regulate, tune, fine- 
tune, calibrate, balance; adapt, rearrange, 
change, rejig, rework, revamp, remodel, re- 
shape, convert, tailor, improve, enhance, cus- 
tomize; repair, fix, correct, rectify, overhaul, 
put right; informal tweak. 

adjustable ► adjective alterable, adaptable, 
modifiable, convertible, variable, multiway, 
versatile. 

adjustment ►noun Qa period of adjustment: 
adaptation, accommodation, acclimatization, 
habituation, acculturation, naturalization, as- 
similation; N. Amer. acclimation. Qthe car will 
run on unleaded petrol with no adjustment: modify 
cation, alteration, regulation, adaptation, re- 
arrangement, change, reconstruction, custom- 
ization. refinement; repair, correction, amend- 
ment, overhaul, improvement. 

ad-lib ►verb she ad-libbed half the speech: impro- 
vise, extemporize, speak impromptu, play it by 
ear, make it up as one goes along; informal busk 
it, wing it 

► adverb she spoke ad lib: impromptu, extempore, 
without preparation, without rehearsal, extem- 
poraneously; informal off the cuff, off the top of 
one's head. 

► adjective a live, ad-lib commentary: impromptu, ex- 
tempore, extemporaneous, extemporary, im- 
provised, unprepared, unrehearsed, unscripted; 
informal off-the-cuff, spur-of-the-moment 

administer ►verb Othe union is administered 
by a central executive: manage, direct, control, 
operate, regulate, conduct, handle, run, organ- 
ize. supervise, superintend, oversee, preside 
over, govern, rule, lead, head, steer; be in con- 
trol of, be in charge of, be responsible for, be 
at the helm of, informal head up. Q the lifeboat 
crew administered first aid: dispense, issue, give, 
provide, apply, allot, distribute, hand out, dole 
out, disburse. Qa gym shoe was used to adminis- 
ter punishment, inflict, mete out, deal out. de- 
liver. 

administration ►noun Qthe day-to-day ad- 
ministration of the company: management, direc- 
tion, control, command, charge, conduct, oper- 
ation, running, leadership, government, gov- 
erning. superintendence, supervision, regula- 
tion. overseeing. Qthe previous Labour adminis- 
tration: government, cabinet, ministry, regime, 
executive, authority, directorate, council, lead- 
ership, management; parliament congress, 
senate; rule, term of office, incumbency. Qthe 
administration of anti-inflammatory drugs: provi- 
sion, issuing, issuance, application, dispensing, 
dispensation, distribution, disbursement 

admlnlstratlva ► adjective managerial, man- 
agement directorial, executive, organizational, 
supervisory, regulatory. 

administrator ►noun manager, director, ex- 
ecutive, controller, head, chief, leader, govern- 
or, superintendent, supervisor, informal boss. 

admhrabla ►edectfve commendable, praise- 
worthy, laudable, estimable, meritorious, cred- 
itable, exemplary, honourable, worthy, deserv- 


ing, respectable, worthwhile, good, sterling, 
fine, masterly, great. 

-opposites deplorable. 

admiration ► noun respect, approval, appro- 
bation. appreciation, regard, (high) regard, es- 
teem; commendation, acclaim, applause, 
praise, compliments, tributes, accolades, plau- 
dits; formal laudation. 

-oppositbs scorn. 

admlrs ► verb Q I admire your courage: respect, 
approve of, esteem, think highly of rate high- 
ly, hold in high regard, applaud, praise, com- 
mend, acclaim. Q Simon had admired her for a 
long time: adore, love, worship, dote on. be en- 
amoured of, be infatuated with; be taken with, 
be attracted to, find attractive; informal carry a 
torch for, have a thing about. 

-opposites despise. 

admirer ►noun Oa great admirer of Henry 
James: fan, devotee, enthusiast, aficionado; sup- 
porter, adherent, follower, disciple. Qa hand- 
some admirer of hers: suitor, wooer, sweetheart, 
lover, boyfriend, young man; poetic/ literary swain; 
dated beau. 

admissible ►adjective VALID, allowable, al- 
lowed. permissible, permitted, acceptable, sat- 
isfactory. justifiable, defensible, supportable, 
well founded, tenable, sound; legitimate, law- 
ful, legal, licit; informal OK, legit, kosher, pukka. 

admission ►noun o membership entities you to 
free admission: admittance, entry, entrance, 
right of entry, access, right of access, ingress; 
entrfee. Q admission is fifty pence : entrance fee, 
entry charge, ticket. Qa written admission of li- 
ability: confession, acknowledgement, accept- 
ance. concession, disclosure, divulgence. 

admit ► verb Qhe unlocked the door to admit her: 

. let in, allow entry, permit entry, take in. usher 
in, show in, receive, welcome. Qhe was admit- 
ted as a scholar to Winchester College: accept, take 
on, receive, enrol, enlist, register, sign up. 
QPaul admitted that he was angry: confess, ac- 
knowledge, own, concede, grant, accept, allow; 
reveal, disclose, divulge. Qhe admitted three of- 
fences of reckless driving, confess (to), plead 
guilty to, own up to, make a clean breast of. 
-opposites exclude, deny, 
admittance ► noun entry, right of entry, ad- 
mission, entrance, access, right of access, in- 
gress; entree. 

-opposites exclusion. 

admonish ►vwb Qhe was severely admonished 
by his father, reprimand, rebuke, scold, reprove, 
reproach, upbraid, chastise, chide, berate, criti- 
cize, take to task, pull up, read the Riot Act to, 
haul over the coals; informal tell off, dress down, 
bawl out, rap over the knuckles, give someone 
hell; Brit, informal tick off, give someone a rocket, 
have a go at, carpet, tear someone off a strip; 
N. Amer. Informal chew out; formal castigate; ran 
reprehend. Qshe admonished him to drink less: 
advise, recommend, counsel, urge, exhort, bid. 
enjoin; formal adjure. 

admonition ►noun Qa breach of the rules 
which led to an admonition : reprimand, rebuke, 
reproof, remonstrance, reproach, reproval, 
stricture, criticism, recrimination, scolding, 
censure; informal telling-off dressing-down, 
talldngto, tongue-lashing rap over the 
knuddes, slap on the wrist, flea in one's ear, 
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earful; Brit, informal rocket, rollicking, wigging, 
ticking-off, formal castigation. ©an admonition to 
proceed carefully: exhortation, warning, piece of 
advice, recommendation, counsel 

ado ►noun fuss, trouble, bother, upset agita- 
tion, commotion, stir, hubbub, confusion, ex- 
citement. hurly-burly, flurry; palaver, rigmar- 
ole, brouhaha; N. Amor, fuss and feathers; informal 
hassle, to-do, hoo-ha. ballyhoo, song and dance, 
performance, kerfuffle; Brit. Internal carry-on. 

adolescence ►noun teenage years, teens. 

youth; pubescence, puberty, 
adolescent ►noun an awkward adolescent : 
teenager, youngster, young person, youth, 
boy, girl; juvenile, minor. Informal teen, teeny- 
bopper. 

► adjective Qan adolescent boy : teenage, pubes- 
cent, young; juvenile; informal teen. © adolescent 
silliness: immature, childish, juvenile, infantile, 
puerile, jejune. 

-oppositbs adult, mature, 
adopt ► verb O the child was adopted by an Ameri- 
can family: take as one's child, be adoptive par- 
ents to. take in, take care of. 0t hey adopted 
local customs: embrace, take on/up, assume, es- 
pouse; appropriate, arrogate, ©the people adopt- 
ed him as their patron saint : choose, select, pick, 
vote for, elect, settle on, decide on. opt for; 
name, nominate, appoint. 

-opposites abandon. 

adorable ► adjective lovable, appealing, 
charming, cute, sweet, enchanting, bewitching, 
captivating, engaging, endearing, dear, darling, 
delightful, lovely, beautiful, attractive, gor- 
geous. winsome, winning, fetching; Scottish & N. 
English bonny. 

-opposites hateful. 

adoration ►noun Q the girl gazed at him with 
adoration- love, devotion, care, fondness; ad- 
miration, high regard, awe, idolization, wor- 
ship, hero-worship, adulation, ©our day of 
prayer and adoration: worship, glory, glorifica- 
tion, praise, thanksgiving, homage, exaltation, 
extolment, veneration, reverence; archaic magni- 
fication. 

adore ►verb ©he adored his mother, love dear 
ly, love, be devoted to. dote on, hold dear, 
cherish, treasure, prize, think the world of, ad- 
mire, hold in high regard, look up to, idolize, 
worship; informal put on a pedestal, ©the people 
had come to pray and adore God: worship, glorify, 
praise, revere, reverence, exalt, extol, venerate, 
pay homage to; formal laud; archaic magnify. 
O (informal) I adore oysters: like, love, be very 
fond of, be very keen on, be partial to, have a 
weakness for; delight in, revel in, relish, sa- 
vour, Informal be crazy about, be wild about, 
have a thing about, be hooked on, go a bundle 
on; Brit, informal be potty about. 

-opposites hate. 

adorn ►verb decorate, embellish, ornament, 
enhance; beautify, prettify, grace, bedeck, deck 
(out), dress (up), trim, swathe, wreathe, fes- 
toon, garland, array, emblazon; poetic/ literary be- 
dizen, caparison. 

-oppositbs disfigure. 

adommont ►noun decoration, embellish- 
ment, ornamentation, ornament, enhance- 
ment; beautification, prettification; frills, acces- 
sories, trimmings, finishing touches. 


adrift ►adjective Qtheir empty boat was spotted 
adrift : drifting, unmoored, unanchored. 9 (Brit 
Informal) the pipe of my breathing apparatus came 
adrift, loose, free; detached, unsecured, unfas- 
tened. untied, unknotted, undone, ©he was 
adrift in a strange country: lost, off course; dis- 
orientated, disoriented, confused, (all) at sea; 
drifting, rootless, unsettled, directionless, aim- 
less, purposeless, without purpose, ©(firit. infor- 
mal) his instincts were not entirely adrift See wrong 
adjective sense 1. 

adroit ►adjective skilful, adept, dexterous, 
deft, nimble, able, capable, skilled, expert, 
masterly, masterful, master, practised, pol- 
ished, slick, proficient, accomplished, gifted, 
talented; quick-witted, quick-thinking, clever, 
smart, sharp, cunning, wily, resourceful, as- 
tute, shrewd, canny; internal nifty, crack, mean, 
wizard, demon, ace. Al, on the ball, savvy; N. 
Arm. informal crackeijack. 

-opposites inept, clumsy, 
adroitness ► noun skill, skilfulness, prowess, 
expertise, adeptness, dexterity, deftness, nun- 
bleness, ability, capability, mastery, profi- 
ciency, accomplishment, artistry, art, facility, 
aptitude, flair, finesse, talent; quick-wittedness, 
cleverness, sharpness, cunning, astuteness, 
shrewdness, resourcefulness, savoir faire; infor- 
mal know-how, savvy. 

adulation ► noun hero-worship, worship, 
idolization, adoration, admiration, veneration, 
awe. devotion, glorification, praise, flattery, 
blandishments. 

adulatory ►adjective flattering, complimen- 
tary, highly favourable, enthusiastic, glowing, 
reverential, rhapsodic, eulogistic, laudatory; 
fulsome, honeyed. 

-opposites disparaging. 

adult ►adjective ©an adult woman: mature, 
grown-up. fully grown, full-grown, fully de- 
veloped, of age. ©an adult movie: sexually ex- 
plicit. pornographic, obscene, smutty, dirty, 
rude, erotic, sexy, suggestive, titillating, informal 
pom, porno, naughty, blue, X-rated, skin, 
adultarata ►verb make impure, degrade, de- 
base. spoil, taint, contaminate; doctor, tamper 
with, dilute, water down, weaken; bastardize, 
corrupt; informal cut, spike, dope. 

-opposites purify. 

adultarar ► noun philanderer, deceiver, 
womanizer, ladies' man. Don Juan, Casanova, 
Lothario; informa/ cheat, two-timer, love rat; for- 
mal fornicator. 

adulterous ►adjective unfaithful, faithless, 
disloyal, , untrne, inconstant, false, false- 
hearted, deceiving, deceitful, treacherous; 
extramarital; informal cheating, two-timing. 

* -opposites faithful. 

adultery ► noun infidelity, unfaithfulness, 
falseness, disloyalty, cuckoldiy, extramarital 
sex; affair, liaison, amour. Informal canyings-on, 
hanky-panky, a bit on the side, playing around; 
formal fornication. 

-opposites fidelity. 

advanc# ► vtib Qthe battalion advanced rapidly: 
move forward, proceed, press on, push on. 
push forward, make progress, make headway, 
gain ground, approach, come closer, draw 
nearer, near, archaic draw nigh, ©the court may 
advance die date of die hearing: bring forward. 
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put forward, move forward. Qthe move ad- 
vanced his career, promote, further, forward, 
help, aid. assist, boost, strengthen, improve, 
benefit, foster. Qour technology has advanced in 
die last few years: progress, make progress, 
make headway, develop, evolve, make strides, 
move forward (in leaps and bounds), move 
ahead; improve, thrive, flourish, prosper. Qthe 
hypothesis I wish to advance in th is article: put for- 
ward, present, submit, suggest, propose, intro- 
duce. offer, adduce, moot. Qa relative advanced 
him some money: lend, loan, put up, come up 
with; Brit informal sub. 

-opposites retreat, hinder, postpone, retract, 
borrow. 

noun Qthe advance of the aggressors: progress, 
forward movement; approach. 0a significant 
medical advance: breakthrough, development, 
step forward, step in the right direction, (quan- 
tum) leap; find, finding, discovery, invention. 
0 share prices showed significant advances: in- 
crease. rise, upturn, upsurge, upswing, 
growth; informal hike. Qthe writer is going to be 
given a huge advance: down payment, retainer, 
prepayment, deposit, front money, money up 
front. 0 unwelcome sexual advances: pass, propos- 
ition. 

► adjectivt Qan advance party of settlers: prelimin 
ary, sent (on) ahead, first, exploratory; pilot, 
test, trial. 0 advance warning, early, prior, be- 
forehand. 

■ In advance beforehand, before, ahead of 
time, earlier, previously; in readiness. 

advanced * adjective Q advanced manufacturing 
techniques: state-of-the-art, new, modem, up 
to date, up to the minute, the newest, the lat- 
est; progressive, avant-garde, ahead of the 
times, pioneering, innovatory, sophisticated. 
0 advanced further-education courses: higher- 
level, higher, tertiary. 

-opposites primitive. 

advancement ►noun Qthe advancement of 
computer technology: development, progress, evo- 
lution. growth, improvement, advance, further- 
ance; headway. 0 employees must be offered op- 
portunities for advancement: promotion, prefer- 
ment, career development, upgrading, a step 
up the ladder, progress, improvement, better- 
ment. growth. 

advantage ►noun Qthe advantages of belong- 
ing to a union: benefit, value, good point, strong 
point, asset plus, bonus, boon, blessing, virtue; 
attraction, beauty, usefulness, helpfulness, con- 
venience. advantageousness, profit ©they ap- 
peared to be goMng the advantage over their oppon- 
ents: upper hand, edge, lead, whip hand, trump 
card; superiority, dominance, ascendancy, su- 
premacy, power, mastery. 0 there is no advan- 
tage to be gained from delaying the process: benefit, 
profit, gain, good; informal mileage, percentage. 
-opposites disadvantage, drawback, detri- 
ment 

advantageous ► adjoctlvt Qan advantageous 
position: superior, dominant, powerful; good, 
fortunate, lucky, favourable. Qthe arrangement 
is advantageous to both sides: beneficial, of bene- 
fit heipfol, of assistance, useful, of use. of 
value, of service, profitable, fruitful; conveni- 
ent, expedient in everyone's interests. 
-opposites disadvantageous, detrimental. 


advent ►noun arrival, appearance, emer- 
gence, materialization, occurrence, dawn, 
birth, rise, development; approach, coming. 
-opposites disappearance. 

adventitious ►adjective Qhe felt that the con- 
versation was not entirely adventitious: unplanned, 
unpremeditated, accidental, chance, fortuitous, 
serendipitous, coincidental, casual, random. 
Qthe adventitious population: foreign, alien, 
non-native. 

-opposites premeditated. 

adventure ►noun Qher recent adventures in 
Italy: exploit, escapade, deed, feat, experience; 
stunt. Qthey set off in search of adventure: excite- 
ment, thrill, stimulation; risk, danger, hazard, 
peril, uncertainty, precariousness. 

adventurer ►noun daredevil, hero, heroine; 
swashbuckler, knight errant. 

adventurous ► ■djtctfys Qan adventurous 
traveller, daring, daredevil, intrepid, venture- 
some, bold, fearless, brave, unafraid, unshrink- 
ing. dauntless; informal gutsy, spunky. 0 adven- 
turous activities: risky, dangerous, perilous, haz- 
ardous, precarious, uncertain; exciting, thrill- 
ing. 

-opposites cautious. 

adversary ► noun opponent, rival, enemy, an- 
tagonist, combatant, challenger, contender, 
competitor, opposer; opposition, competition; 
poetic/ literary foe. 

-opposites ally, supporter. 

adverse ► •djtctiyt Q adverse weather conditions: 
unfavourable, disadvantageous, inauspicious, 
unpropitious, unfortunate, unlucky, untimely, 
untoward. Qthe drug's adverse side effects: harm 
ful, dangerous, injurious, detrimental, hurtful, 
deleterious. Qan adverse response from the public: 
hostile, unfavourable, antagonistic, unfriend- 
ly. ill-disposed, negative. 

-opposites favourable, auspicious, beneficial. 

adversity ►noun misfortune, ill luck, bad 
luck, trouble, difficulty, hardship, distress, dis- 
aster, suffering, affliction, sorrow, misery, 
tribulation, woe. pain, trauma; mishap, misad- 
venture. accident, upset, reverse, setback, cri- 
sis, catastrophe, tragedy, calamity, trial, cross, 
burden, blow, vicissitude; hard times, trials 
and tribulations. 

advertise ► verb publicize, make public, 
make known, announce, broadcast, proclaim, 
trumpet, call attention to, bill; promote, mar- 
ket, bear/bang the drum for, trail, huckster; in- 
formal push, plug, hype, boost; N. Amer. informal 
ballyhoo, flack. 

advertisement ►noun notice, announce- 
ment, bulletin; commercial, promotion, blurb, 
write-up; poster, leaflet, pamphlet, flyer, bill, 
handbill, handout, circular, brochure, sign, 
placard; informal ad, push, plug, puff, bumph; 
Brit Informal advert 

advice ►noun guidance, counselling, counsel, 
help, direction; information, recommenda- 
tions. guidelines, suggestions, hints, tips, point- 
ers, ideas, opinions, views. 

advisability ► noun wisdom, desirability, pref- 
erability, prudence, sense, appropriateness, apt- 
ness, fitness, suitability, judiciousness; expedi- 
ency, advantageousness, advantage, benefit, 
profit profitability. 
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advisable ► ad|octhm WISE, desirable, prefer 
able, well, best, sensible, prudent, proper, ap- 
propriate. apt. suitable, fitting, judicious, re- 
commended, suggested; expedient, politic, ad- 
vantageous, beneficial, profitable, in one's 
(best) interests. 

advise ► vtfb Qher grandmother advised her 
about marriage: counsel, give guidance, guide, 
offer suggestions, give hints/tips/pointers. Ohe 
advised caution: advocate, recommend, suggest, 
urge, encourage, enjoin. Qyou will be advised of 
the requirements: inform, notify, give notice, ap- 
prise, warn, forewarn; acquaint with, make fa- 
miliar with, make known to, update about; in- 
formal fill in on. 

adviser ► noun counsellor, mentor, guide, 
consultant, confidant, confidante; coach, teach- 
er, tutor, guru. 

advisory ► adjective consultative, consul- 
tatory, advising; recommendatory. 

-opposites executive. 

advocacy ► noun support, backing, promo- 
tion, championing; recommendation, prescrip- 
tion; N. Amer. boosterism. 

advocate ► noun an advocate of children’s rights: 
champion, upholder, supporter, backer, pro- 
moter, proponent, exponent, spokesman, 
spokeswoman, spokesperson, campaigner, 
fighter, crusader, propagandist, apostle, apolo- 
gist; N. Amor, booster. 

-opposites critic. 

► verb heart specialists advocate a diet low in choles- 
terol: recommend, prescribe, advise, urge; sup- 
port, back, favour, uphold, subscribe to, cham- 
pion, campaign on behalf of, speak for, argue 
for. lobby for, promote. 

aegis ►noun protection, backing, support, 
patronage, sponsorship, charge, care, guidance, 
guardianship, trusteeship, agency, safeguard- 
ing, shelter, umbrella, aid, assistance; auspices. 

aeon ►noun ages, an age, an eternity, a long 
time, a lifetime; years; informal donkey's years; 
Bnt. informal yonks. See list at age. 
aeroplane ►noun. See plane 2 and list at air- 
craft. 

aesthetic ► adjtctive artistic, tasteful, in 
good taste; graceful, elegant, exquisite, beauti- 
ful, attractive, pleasing, lovely, 
affability ► noun friendliness, amiability, 
geniality, congeniality, cordiality, warmth, 
pleasantness, likeability, good humour, good 
nature, kindliness, kindness, courtesy, courte- 
ousness, civility, approachability, amenability, 
sociability, gregariousness, neighbourliness. 

affable ► tdjtctivt friendly, amiable, genial, 
congenial, cordial, warm, pleasant, nice, like- 
able, personable, charming, agreeable, sympa- 
thetic. good-humoured, good-natured, kindly, 
kind, courteous, civil, gracious, approachable, 
accessible, amenable, sociable, outgoing, gre- 
garious, clubbable, neighbourly, welcoming, 
hospitable, obliging; Scottish couthy. 

-oppositbs unfriendly. 

affair ►noun Qwhat you do is your affair busi- 
ness, concern, matter, responsibility, province, 
preserve; problem, worry, Brit. Informal lookout 
O (affairs) his financial affairs: transactions, 
concerns, matters, activities, dealings, under- 
takings, ventures, business. Othe board admit- 


ted responsibility for the affair event, incident, 
happening, occurrence, eventuality, episode; 
case, matter, business. QMs affair with Anthea 
was over relationship, love affair, affaire (de 
coeur), romance, fling, flirtation, dalliance, li- 
aison, involvement, intrigue, amour, informal 
hanky-panky, Brit, informal canyon. 

affect 1 ► vtrto ©this development may have affect- 
ed the Judge’s decision: have an effect on, influ- 
ence, act on, work on, have an impact on; 
change, alter, modify, transform, form, shape, 
sway. bias. ©he was visibly affected by the experi- 
ence: move, touch, make an impression on, hit 
(hard), tug at someone’s heartstrings; upset, 
trouble, distress, disturb, agitate, shake (up), 
©the disease effected his lungs: attack, infect; 
hit, strike. 

affect 2 ► vtfb Qhe deliberately affected a republic- 
an stance : assume, take on, adopt, embrace, es- 
pouse. OPaul affected an air of injured innocence: 
pretend, feign, fake, simulate, make a show of. 
make a pretence of, sham; informal put on; N. 
Amer. informal make like. 

affectation ►noun Q George had always ab- 
horred affectation: pretension, pretentiousness, 
affectedness, artificiality, posturing, posing; 
airs (and graces); informal la-di-da; Brit, informal 
side. @an affectation of calm: facade, front, 
show, appearance, pretence, simulation, pos- 
ture, pose. 

affected ►•djtctivt pretentious, artificial, 
contrived, unnatural, stagy, studied, mannered, 
ostentatious; insincere, unconvincing, feigned, 
false, fake, sham, simulated; informal la-di-da. 
phoney, pretend, put on. 

-opposites natural, unpretentious, genuine, 
affecting ► tdjtctfvt touching, moving, emo- 
tive. emotional; stirring, soul-stimng, heart- 
warming; poignant, pathetic, pitiful, piteous, 
tear-jerking, heart-rending, heartbreaking, dis- 
turbing, distressing, upsetting, sad. haunting, 
affection ►noun fondness, love, liking, ten- 
derness, warmth, devotion, endearment, care, 
caring, attachment, friendship; warm feelings, 
affectionate ► tdjtctfvt loving, fond, ador- 
ing, devoted, caring, doting, tender, warm, 
warm-hearted, soft-hearted, friendly, demon- 
strative. cuddly, informal touchy-feely, lovey- 
dovey. 

-opposites cold. 

affianced ► tdjtctfvt {poetic/literary). See engaged 
sense 2. 

affiliate ► vtrb associate with, unite with, 
combine with, join (up) with, join forces with, 
link up with, ally with, align with, federate 
with, amalgamate with, meige with; attach to, 
annex to, incorporate into, integrate into, 
affiliated ► tdjtctfvt associated, allied, re- 
lated. federated, confederated, amalgamated, 
unified, connected, linked; in league, in part- 
nership. 

affiliation ► noun association, connection, al- 
liance, alignment, link, attachment, tie, rela- 
tionship, fellowship, partnership, coalition, 
union; amalgamation, incorporation, integra- 
tion. federation, confederation. 

affinity ►noun o her affinity with animals and 
birds: empathy, rapport, sympathy, accord,, har- 
mony, relationship, bond, fellow feeling, 'like- 
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mindedness, closeness, understanding; liking, 
fondness; Informal chemistry. Qthe semantic affin- 
ity between the two words : similarity, resem- 
blance. likeness, kinship, relationship, associ- 
ation, link, analogy, similitude, correspond- 
ence. 

-opposites aversion, dislike, dissimilarity. 

affirm Pvai b Qhe affirmed that they would lend 
military assistance: declare, state, assert, pro- 
claim, pronounce, attest, swear, avow, guaran- 
tee, pledge, give an undertaking; formal aver; rare 
asseverate. Qthe referendum affirmed the repub- 
lic's right to secede: uphold, support, confirm, 
ratify, endorse. 

-opposites deny. 

affirmation ►noun Qan affirmation of faith: 
declaration, statement, assertion, proclam- 
ation, pronouncement, attestation; oath, avow- 
al, guarantee, pledge; deposition; formal aver- 
ment; rare asseveration. Qthe poem ends with an 
affirmation of pastoral values: confirmation, ratifi- 
cation. endorsement. 

-opposites denial. 

affirmatlvo ►adjective an affirmative answer. 
positive, assenting, consenting, corroborative, 
favourable. 

-opposites negative. 

► noun she took his grunt as an affirmative: agree 
ment. acceptance, assent, acquiescence, concur- 
rence; OK, yes. 

-opposites disagreement. 

affix ►verb Qhe affixed a stamp to the envelope: 
stick, glue, paste, gum; attach, fasten, fix; clip, 
tack, pin; tape. Q {formal) affix your signature to 
the document: append, add. attach. 

-oppositbs detach. 

afflict ►verb trouble, burden, distress, cause 
suffering to. beset, harass, worry, oppress; tor- 
ment. plague, blight, bedevil, rack, smite, 
curse; archaic ail. 

affliction ► noun Qa herb reputed to cure a var- 
iety of afflictions: disorder, disease, malady, 
complaint, ailment, illness, indispositipn, 
handicap; scourge, plague, trouble. Qhe bore 
his affliction with great dignity: suffering, dis- 
tress. pain, trouble, misery, wretchedness, 
hardship, misfortune, adversity, sorrow, tor- 
ment, tribulation, woe. 

affluanca ► noun wealth, prosperity, fortune; 
riches, money, resources, assets, possessions, 
property, substance, means. 

-oppositbs poverty. 

affluant ► affective wealthy, rich, prosperous, 
well off, moneyed, well-to-do; propertied, sub- 
stantial, of means, of substance, plutocratic; In- 
formal well heeled, rolling in it, made of money, 
filthy rich, stinking rich, loaded, on easy street, 
worth a packet 

-oppositbs poor, impoverished. 

afford ► verb QI cant afford a new car. pay for, 
bear the expense of. have the money for, spare 
the price of. run to, stretch to, manage. Qit 
took more time than he could afford: spare, allow 
(oneself). Qthe rooftop terrace affords beautiful 
views: provide, supply, furnish, offer, give, 
make available, yield. 

affray ►noun (Law, dated) fight, brawl, confron- 
tation, dash, skirmish, scuffle, tussle; fracas, al- 
tercation. disturbance, breach of the peace; In- 


formal scrap, dust-up, punch-up, set-to, shindig, 
free-for-all. 

affront ►noun an affront to public morality: in- 
sult, offence, indignity, slight, snub, put-down, 
provocation, injury; outrage, atrodty, scandal; 
informal slap in the face, kick in the teeth. 

► verb she was affronted by his familiarity: insult, of- 
fend, mortify, provoke, pique, wound, hurt; 
put out, irk, displease, bother, rankle, vex. gall; 
outrage, scandalize, disgust; informal put some 
one’s back up, needle. 

aficionado ►noun connoisseur, expert, au- 
thority, spedalist. pundit; enthusiast, devotee; 
mfomial buff, freak, nut. fiend, maniac, fanatic, 
addict. 

aflame ► adjective burning, ablaze, alight, on 
fire, in flames, blazing; poetic/ literary afire, 
afloat ►adverb & adjective buoyant, floating, 
buoyed up. on/above the surface, (keeping 
one's head) above water. 

afoot ►adjective & adverb going on, happening, 
around, about, abroad, stirring, circulating, in 
circulation, at large, in the air/wind; brewing, 
looming, in the offing, on the horizon, 
aforesaid ► adjective previously mentioned. 
aforementioned, aforenamed; foregoing, pre- 
ceding, earlier, previous; above, 
afraid ► adjective Qthey ran away because they 
were afraid: frightened, scared, terrified, fear- 
ful. petrified, scared witless, scared to death, 
terror-stricken, terror-struck, frightened/scared 
out of one's wits, shaking in one's shoes, shak- 
ing like a leaf; intimidated, alarmed, panicky; 
faint-hearted, cowardly; Informal scared stiff, in a 
(blue) funk, in a cold sweat; N. Amer. informal 
spooked; archaic afeared. affrighted. Q don't be 
afraid to ask awkward questions: reluctant, hesi- 
tant, unwilling, disinclined, loath, slow, chary, 
shy. Ql’m afraid that your daughter is HI: sorry, 
sad. distressed, regretful, apologetic. 

-RELATED TERMS -phobe. 

-opposites brave, confident, 
afresh ► adverb anew, again, over/once again. 

once more, another time. 

Africa ► noun. See list. 

after ►preposition Qhe made a speech after the 
performance: following, subsequent to. at the 
dose/end of. in the wake of; formal posterior to. 
QGuy shut the door after them: behind, following. 
Q after the way he treated my sister I never want to 
speak to him again: because of, as a result/ 
consequence of. in view of, owing to, on ac- 
count of. O is he sttH going to marry her, after all 
that's happened? despite, in spite of, regardless 
of, notwithstanding. Q the policeman ran after 
him: in pursuit of, in someone's direction, fol- 
lowing. Q I'm after information, and I'm willing to 
pay for it. in search of, in quest/pursuit of, try- 
ing to find, looking for. Qthey asked after Dad: 
about, concerning, regarding, with regard/ 
respect/reference to. Qthe village was named 
after a Roman officer, in honour of, as a tribute 
to; with the name of. Q animal studies after 
fiandinelli: in the style of, in the manner of. in 
imitation of, similar to, like, characteristic of. 

-RELATED TBRMS post-. 

-opposites before, preceding. 

► adverb Qthe week after, we went to Madrid: later, 
afterwards, after this/that subsequently. 
Q porters were following on after with their bags: 
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IChoMt 

Mm 


Achoti 

AM 



ficntoMf# 

NIWV 

Bushmen 

Chagfla 

Chaw 

Chokes 

Daman 

Danakd 

Dinka 

Bdo 

m 

Ewe 

Fang 

Fame 

Fon 

Fuianl 

Fur 

Ga 

GaNa 

Griqua 

Hausa 



Hutu 
«<-««-» _ 

KNOW 

Igbo/lbo 

«o 

Ha 

Issas 

Kabyte 
Kamba 
Kanurt 
Kaon da 
Karamojong 



Kong 

Koranko 

Km 


Kung 

Lamna 

tango 

wnw 

Lome 

tod 

tuba 

Lugbara/ 

tugwarf 

tunda 

Luo 

Luvde 




fni M l|, 

aomao 

* ■ — «- -« 

SMigiw 

Sotho 

Sufcuma 

Sum 

Swahili 

Swazi 

Tambu 

Temne 

Tlv 

Tonga 

Tsonga 

Tswana 

Tuareg 

Ttifkana 

Tutsl/Watusl 

Twa 

TW* 

Ubangl 

vcnoi 

Watusl 

Waiamo 

Ul-l-f 

wow 

Xhosa 

Yao 

Yoruba 

Zande 


behind, in the rear, at the back, in someone's 
wake. 

-opposites previously, before, ahead, in front 
■ after all most importantly, above all. beyond 
everything, ultimately; informal when all's said 
and done, at the end of the day, when push 
comes to shove. 

aftor-effoct ►noun repercussion, aftermath, 
consequence; Medicine sequela, 
afterlife ►noun life after death, the next 
world, the hereafter, the afterworld; immortal' 
ity. 

aftermath ► noun repercussions, after- 
effects, consequences, effects, results, fhiits. 
afterwards ► adverb later, later on, subse- 
quently. then, next, after this/that; at a later 
time/date, in due course, 
again ►adverb ©her spirits lifted again: once 
more, another time, afresh, anew, ©this can 
add half as much again to the price: extra, in add- 
ition, additionally, on top. ©again, evidence was 
not always consistent: also, furthermore; more- 
over, besides. 


■ again and again repeatedly, over and over 
(again), time and (time) again, many times, 
many a time; often, frequently, continually, 
constantly. 

against ►preposition ©a number of delegates 
were against die motion: opposed to, in oppos- 
ition to, hostile to, averse to, antagonistic to- 
wards, inimical to. unsympathetic to. resistant 
to, at odds with, in disagreement with, dead 
set against; informal anti, agin, ©he was swim- 
ming against the tide: in opposition to, counter 
to, contrary to. in the opposite direction to. 
©his age ts against him: disadvantageous to, 
unfavourable to, damaging to, detrimental to, 
prejudicial to. deleterious to. harmful to. in- 
jurious to. a drawback for. ©she leaned against 
the wall: touching, in contact with, up against, 
on. 

-RELATED TERMS anti-. 

-opposites in favour of, pro. 

age ►noun © he is 35 years of age: number of 
years, length of life; stage of life, generation, 
age group, ©her hearing had deteriorated with 
age : elderliness, old age. oldness, senescence, 
seniority, maturity; one's advancing/advanced/ 
declining years; poetic/ literary eld; archaic caducity, 
©die Elizabethan age: era, epoch, period, time. 
See list © {informal) you haven't been tn touch with 
me Jbr ages: a long time, days/months/years on 
end, an eternity, informal ages and ages, don- 
key’s years, a month of Sundays; Brit informal 
yonks. 

► verb Cabernet Sauvignon ages well | the experience 
has aged her. mature, mellow, ripen; grow/ 
become/make old, (cause to) decline. 


Archaean/ Azole period 
Cambrian period 

^ -A- * 

iWiffil pw 

Ce no eotc era 
Cre tace ous p eri o d 
Devonian period 
Eocene epoch 
Holocene epoch 
Jurassic period 
Mesozoic era 
Miocene epoch 
OBgocene epoch 
OrdovWan period 


Palseocene epoch 
falsrotolr era 
remain penvnv 


mA.~rn.-m.. . — - «- 

rwranoeen e epocn 
FBotewa epoch 


hsfts w k aeon 
Quaternary jwriad 
SBurian period 
Tertiary period 
TriassJc period 


aged ► adjaettva elderly, old, mature, older, se- 
nior, ancient, senescent, advanced in years, in 
one’s dotage, long in the tooth, as old as the 
hills, past one’s prime, not as young as one 
used to be; informal getting on, over the hill, no 
spring chicken. 

-opposites young. 

agsncy ►noun ©an advertising agency: busi 
ness, organization, company, firm, office, bur- 
eau. ©the infection is caused by die agency of in- 
sects: action, activity, means, effect, influence, 
force, power, vehicle, medium, ©regional policy 
was introduced through the agency of die Board of 
Trade: intervention, intercession, involvement 
good offices; auspices, aegis. 

aganda ►noun list of items, schedule, pro- 
gramme, timetable, line-up, list, plan. 
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agent ► noun Q the sale was arranged through an 
agent: representative, emissary, envoy, go- 
between. proxy, negotiator, broker, spokesper- 
son, spokesman, spokeswoman; informal rep. 0 a 
travel agent: agency, business, organization, 
company, firm, bureau. Qa CIA agent: spy, se- 
cret agent, undercover agent, operative, fifth 
columnist, mole, Mata Hari; N. Amer. informal 
spook, G-man; archaic intelligencer. Qthe agents 
of destruction: performer, author, executor, per- 
petrator, producer, instrument, catalyst. 0a 
cleansing agent: medium, means, instrument, ve- 
hicle. 

agglomaratlon ►noun collection, mass, 
cluster, lump, clump, pile, heap; accumulation, 
build-up; miscellany, jumble, hotchpotch, 
mixed bag. 

aggravate ► verb o the new law could aggravate 
the situation: worsen, make worse, exacerbate, 
inflame, compound; add fuel to the fire/flames, 
add insult to injury, rub salt in the wound. 
0 (informal) you don’t have to aggravate people to 
get what you want: annoy, irritate, exasperate, 
put out, nettle, provoke, antagonize, get on 
someone's nerves, ruffle (someone’s feathers), 
try someone’s patience; Brit, rub up the wrong 
way; informal peeve, needle, bug, miff, hack off. 
get someone’s goat, get under someone's skin, 
get up someone’s nose; Brit, informal wind up, 
nark, get at, get across, get on someone’s wick; 
N. Amer. informal tick off. 

-opposites alleviate, improve. 

aggravation ►noun Q the recession led to the 
aggravation of unemployment problems: worsening, 
exacerbation, compounding. 0 (informal) no 
amount of money is worth the aggravation: nuis- 
ance, annoyance, irritation, hassle, trouble, dif- 
ficulty, inconvenience, bother; informal aggro. 

aggregate ►noun Qthe specimen is an aggre- 
gate of rock and mineral fragments: collection, 
mass, agglomeration, assemblage; mixture, 
mix. combination, blend; compound, alloy, 
amalgam. Qhe won with an aggregate of 325: 
total, sum total, sum. grand total. 

► adjodlvo an aggregate score: total, combined, 
gross, overall, composite. 

aggression ►noun Q an act of aggression: hos- 
tility. aggressiveness, belligerence, bellicosity, 
force, violence; pugnacity, pugnadousness. 
militancy, warmongering. Qhe played die game 
with unceasing aggression: confidence, self- 
confidence, boldness, determination, forceful- 
ness. vigour, energy, dynamism, zeal. 

aggressive ►adjective O aggressive and disrup- 
tive behaviour, violent, confrontational, antag- 
onistic, truculent, pugnadous, macho; quarrel- 
some, argumentative. Q aggressive foreign policy: 
warmongering, warlike, warring, belligerent, 
bellicose, hawkish, militaristic; offensive, ex- 
pansionist; Informal gung-ho. Qon aggressive pro- 
motional drive: assertive, pushy, forceful, vigor- 
ous, energetic, dynamic; bold, audadous; infor- 
mal in-your-face, feisty. 

-opposites peaceable, peaceful 

aggrsssor ► noun attacker, assaulter, assail- 
ant ; invader. 

aggrieved ► elective Othe manager looked ag- 
grieved at the suggestion: resentful, affronted, 
indignant, disgruntled, discontented, upset, of- 
fended, piqued, riled, nettled, vexed, irked, irri- 


tated, annoyed, put out. chagrined; informal 
peeved, miffed, in a huff; Brit, informal cheesed 
off, N. Amer. informal sore, steamed. 0 the ag- 
grieved party, wronged, injured, harmed. 
-opposites pleased. 

aghast ►adjective horrified, appalled, dis- 
mayed, thunderstruck, stunned, shocked, stag- 
gered; Informal flabbergasted; Brit. Informal gob- 
smacked. 

agile ► selective ©she was as agile as a monkey: 
nimble, lithe, supple, limber, acrobatic, fleet- 
footed, light-footed, light on one’s feet; informal 
nippy, twinkle-toed; poetic/ literary fleet, light- 
some. 0an agile mind: alert, sharp, acute, 
shrewd, astute, perceptive, quick-witted. 
-opposites clumsy, stiff. 

agitate ► verb ©any mention of Clare agitates my 
grandmother, upset, perturb, fluster, ruffle, dis- 
concert, unnerve, disquiet, disturb, distress, 
unsettle; informal rattle, faze; N. Amer. informal dis- 
combobulate. Qshe agitated for die appointment 
of more women: campaign, strive, battle, fight, 
struggle, push, press. Q agitate the water to dis- 
perse the oQ: stir, whisk, beat. 

agitated ►adjective upset, perturbed, flus- 
tered, ruffled, disconcerted, unnerved, disquiet- 
ed, disturbed, distressed, unsettled; nervous, on 
edge, tense, keyed up; informal rattled, fazed, in 
a dither, in a flap, in a state, in a lather, jittery, 
jumpy, in a tizz/tizzy; Brit, informal having kit- 
tens, in a (flat) spin; N. Amer. informal discom- 
bobulated. 

-opposites calm, relaxed. 

agitation ► noun © Freddie gritted his teeth in 
agitation: anxiety, perturbation, disquiet, dis- 
tress. concern, alarm, worry; rare disconcert- 
ment. Qon upsurge in nationalist agitation: cam- 
paigning, striving, battling, fighting, struggling, 
©the rigorous agitation of the components: stir- 
ring, whisking, beating. 

agitator ►noun troublemaker, rabble-rouser, 
agent provocateur, demagogue, incendiary; 
revolutionary, firebrand, rebel, insurgent, sub- 
versive; infonnal stirrer. 

agnostic ►noun sceptic, doubter, doubting 
Thomas; unbeliever, disbeliever, non-believer; 
rationalist; rare nullifidian. 

-opposites believer, theist. 

ago b adverb in the past, before, earlier, back, 
since, previously; formal heretofore. 

agog ►adverb eager, excited, impatient, keen, 
anxious, avid, in suspense, on tenterhooks, on 
the edge of one's seat, on pins and needles, 
waiting with bated breath. 

agonize ► verb worry, fret, fuss, brood, upset 
oneself, rack one's brains, wrestle with oneself, 
be worried/anxious, feel uneasy, exercise one- 
self; informal stew; archaic pore on. 

agonizing ► •djecbvt excruciating, hanow- 
ing, racking, searing, extremely painful, acute, 
severe, torturous, tormenting, piercing; infonnal 
hellish, killing; formal grievous. 

agony ► noun pain, hurt, suffering, torture, tor- 
ment, anguish, affliction, trauma; pangs, 
throes; rare excruciation. 

agrarian ► •djoedvt agricultural, rural, rus- 
tic, pastoral, countryside, forming; pooJfc/Merary 
georgic, sylvan, Arcadian, agrestic. 
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agrH ►v«rb Ql Agree with you: concur, be of 
the same mind/opinion, see eye to eye, be in 
sympathy, be united, be as one man. Qthey 
had agreed to a ceasefire : consent, assent, acqui- 
esce, accept, approve, say yes, give one’s ap- 
proval, give the nod; formal accede. Qthe plan 
and the drawing do not agree with each other. 
match (up), accord, correspond, conform, coin- 
cide, fit, tally, be in harmony/agreement, be 
consistent/equivalent; Informal square. Qthey 
agreed on a price: settle, decide, arrive at, nego- 
tiate. reach an agreement, come to terms, 
strike a bargain, make a deal, shake hands. 
-opposites differ, contradict, reject, 
agreeable * adjective Q an agreeable atmos- 
phere of rural tranquillity . pleasant, pleasing, en- 
joyable. pleasurable, nice, to one’s liking, ap- 
pealing, charming, delightful. Qan agreeable fel- 
low: likeable, charming, amiable, affable, pleas- 
ant. nice, friendly, good-natured, sociable, gen- 
ial, congenial. Qwe should get together for a talk, 
if you're agreeable: willing, amenable, in accord/ 
agreement. 

-opposites unpleasant. 

agreement ► noun QaU heads nodded in agree- 
ment: accord, concurrence, consensus; assent, 
acceptance, consent, acquiescence, endorse- 
ment. Gan agreement on military cooperation: 
contract, compact, treaty, covenant, pact, ac- 
cord. concordat, protocol. Q there is some agree- 
ment between my view and that of the author cor 
respondence, consistency, compatibility, ac- 
cord; similarity, resemblance, likeness, simili- 
tude. 

-opposites discord. 

agricultural ► adjective Can agricultural la- 
bourer farm, famung. agrarian; rural, rustic, 
pastoral, countryside; poetic/ literary georgic, syl- 
van. Arcadian, agrestic. Q agricultural land: 
farmed, farm, agrarian, cultivated, tilled. 
-opposites urban. 

agriculture ► noun farming, cultivation, hus- 
bandry. See list at farming. 

-RELATED TERMS agri-. agltK 
aground ►adverb & adjective grounded, ashore, 
beached, stuck, shipwrecked, high and dry, on 
the rocks, on the ground/bottom, 
ahead ►adverb Qlie peered ahead, but could see 
nothing, forwards), towards the front, front- 
wards. Qhe had ridden on ahead: in front, at the 
head, in the lead, at the fore, in the vanguard, 
in advance. Qshe was preparing herself for what 
lay ahead: in the future, in time, in time to 
come, in the fullness of time, at a later date, 
after this, henceforth, later on, in due course, 
next. Othey are ahead by six points: leading, 
winning, in the lead, (out) in front, first, com- 
ing first. 

-opposites behind, at the back, in the past. 

■ ahaad of O Blanche went ahead of the others: in 
front of, before. Owe have a demanding trip 
ahead of us: in store for. waiting for. Qtwo 
months ahead of schedule: in advance of, before, 
earlier than. Ob terms of these amenities , Britain 
is ahead cf other European countries: more ad- 
vanced than. Anther on than, superior to, sur- 
passing, exceeding, better than. 

Hid ► noun Owtth the aid cf his colleagues he pre- 
pared a manifesto: assistance, support, help, 
backing, cooperation, succour, a helping hand. 
G humanitarian aid: relief, charity, financial as- 


sistance, donations, contributions, subsidies, 
handouts, subvention; debt remission; historical 
alms. 0a hospital aid: helper, assistant, girl/ 
man Friday. 

-opposites hindrance. 

► verb Qhe provided an army to aid the King of Eng- 
land: help, assist, abet, come to someone's aid. 
give assistance, lend a hand, be of seivice; 
avail, succour, sustain. G essences can aid restful 
sleep: facilitate, promote, encourage, help, fur- 
ther, boost; speed up, hasten, accelerate, ex- 
pedite. 

-opposites hinder. 

aide ►noun assistant, helper, adviser, right- 
hand man. man/girl Friday, adjutant, deputy, 
second (in command); subordinate, junior, 
underling, acolyte; N. Amor, cohort. 

all ► verb {archaic) trouble, afflict, pain, distress, 
bother, worry, be the matter with. 

ailing ►adjoctlvt Ohis ailing mother ill, unwell, 
sick, sickly, poorly, weak, indisposed, in poor/ 
bad health, infirm, debilitated, delicate, valetu- 
dinarian, below par, Brit off colour. Informal laid 
up, under the weather. Qthe country's ailing 
economy: failing, in poor condition, weak. poor, 
deficient. 

-opposites healthy. 

allmant ►noun illness, disease, disorder, af- 
fliction, malady, complaint, infirmity; informal 
bug, virus; Bnt. informal luigy. See lists at illness. 

aim ►verb Qhe aimed the rifle: point, direct, 
train, sight, line up. Qshe aimed at the target: 
take aim, fix on. zero in on. draw a bead on. 
G undergraduates aiming for a first degree: work 
towards, be after, set one’s sights on, try for. 
strive for, aspire to, endeavour to achieve; for- 
mal essay. Qthis system is aimed at the home enter- 
tainment market: target, intend, destine, direct, 
design, tailor, market, pitch. Qwe aim to give 
you the best possible service: intend, mean, have in 
mind/view; plan, resolve, propose, design. 

► noun our aim is to develop gymnasts to the top level: 
objective, object, goal, end. target, design, de- 
sire. desired result, intention, intent, plan, pin- 
pose, object of the exercise; ambition, aspir- 
ation. wish, dream, hope, raison d’Stre. 

aimless ► adjective Q FI avia set out on an aimless 
walk: purposeless, objectless, goalless, without 
purpose, without goal. Q aimless men standing 
outside the bars: unoccupied, idle, at a loose end; 
purposeless, undirected. 

-opposites purposeful. 

air ► noun O hundreds cf birds hovered m die air. 
sky, atmosphere, airspace, ether, poetic/ literary 
heavens.* Q open the windows to get some air into 
the room: breeze, draught, wind; breath/blast of 
air, gust/puff of wind. Qan air of defiance: ex- 
pression, appearance, look, impression, aspect, 
aura, mien, countenance, manner, bearing, 
tone. O women putting on airs: affectations, 
pretension, pretentiousness, affectedness, pos- 
ing, posturing, airs and graces; Brit Informal side. 
Qa traditional Scottish air tune, melody, song; 
poetic/ literary lay. 

-related terms aerial, aero-. 

► verb Os chance to air your views: express, voice, 
make public, ventilate, articulate, state, de- 
clare, give expression/voice to; have one’s say. 
Qthe windows were opened to air die room: venti- 
late, freshen, refresh, cool Qthe film was aired 
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nationwide : broadcast, transmit, screen, show, 
televise, telecast. 

airborne ► adjective flying, in flight, in the air. 

on the wing, 
aircraft ► noun. See list. 


Aircraft 

aerodyne 

Interceptor 

aerostat 

Jetliner 

airliner 

Jet plane 

airship 

Jumbo Jet 

amphibian 

Jump Jet 

autogfro 

biplane 

fmcnwgra 

monoplane 

blimp 

multiplane 

CHiiripcr 

night fighter 

delta-wing 

dirigible 

paragflder 

seaplane 

dive bomber 

skMane 

drone 

spotter 

fighter 

stearin oomoer 

fighter-bomber 

strict fighter 

floatplane 

swept-wfng 

flying boat 

freighter 

glider 

swing-wing 

tatipW 

triplane 

ground-attack aircraft 

troop carrier 

gyrocopter 

tuibofan 

hang-glider 

turbojet 

helicopter 

turboprop 

hot-air balloon 

warplane 

hydroplane 

Zeppelin 


airily ►adverb lightly, breezily, flippantly, 
casually, nonchalantly, heedlessly, without con- 
sideration. 

-opposites seriously. 

airing ► noun Qgive the bedroom a good airing. 
ventilating, ventilation, freshening, refreshing, 
cooling, ©they went to the park for an airing: 
stroll, walk, saunter, turn, amble, promen' 
ade; dated constitutional, ©the atrmg of different 
views: expression, voicing, venting, ventilation, 
articulation, stating, declaration, communica- 
tion. ©I hope the BBC gives the play another atr- 
mg : broadcast, transmission, screening, show- 
ing, televising, telecast. 

airless ►adjective stuffy, close, stifling, suffo- 
cating, oppressive; unventilated, badly/poorly 
ventilated. 

-opposites aiiy, ventilated, 
airport ►noun Bnt aerodrome; N Amer air- 
drome; informal drome. 

airtight ►adjective ©an airtight container 
sealed, hermetically sealed, closed/shut tight, 
©an airtight alibi : indisputable, unquestionable, 
incontrovertible, undeniable, incontestable, ir- 
refutable. watertight, beyond dispute/ques- 
tion/doubt 

airy ► adjective ©the conservatory is light and airy: 
well ventilated, fresh; spacious, uncluttered; 
light, bright ©an airy gesture : nonchalant, cas- 
ual. breezy, flippant, insouciant, heedless. 
Qahy clouds : delicate, soft, fine, feathery, in- 
substantial 
-opposites stuffy. 

alry-ISalry ►adjective (i informal) impractical, un- 
realistic, idealistic, fanciful 
-opposites practical 


alslo ►noun passage, passageway, gangway, 
walkway. 

ajar ►adjective & adverb slightly open, half 
open, agape. 

-opposites closed, wide open. 

akin ► adjective similar, related, close, near, cor- 
responding, comparable, equivalent; connect- 
ed, alike, analogous. 

-opposites unlike. 

alacrity ► noun eagerness, willingness, readi- 
ness; enthusiasm, ardour, fervour, keenness; 
promptness, haste, swiftness, dispatch, speed. 

alarm ►noun ©the girl spun round in alarm. 
fear, anxiety, apprehension, trepidation, ner- 
vousness, unease, distress, agitation, consterna- 
tion. disquiet, perturbation, fright, panic, ©a 
smoke alarm: siren, warning sound, danger/ 
distress signal; warning device, alarm bell; ar- 
chaic tocsin. 

-opposites calmness, composure. 

► verb the news hod alarmed her. frighten, scare, 
panic, unnerve, distress, agitate, upset, discon- 
cert, shock, dismay, disturb; informal rattle, 
spook, scare the living daylights out of; Bnt in- 
formal put the wind up. 

alarming ►adjective frightening, unnerving, 
shocking; distressing, upsetting, disconcerting, 
perturbing, dismaying, disquieting, disturbing; 
informal scary. 

-opposites reassuring. 

alarmist ► noun scaremonger, gloom-monger, 
doom-monger, doomster, doomsayer, Cassan- 
dra; informal doom and gloom merchant. 
-opposites optimist. 

alchamy ►noun chemistry; magic, sorceiy. 
witchcraft. 

alcohol ►noun liquor, intoxicating liquor, 
strong/alcoholic drink, drink, spirits; informal 
booze, hooch, the hard stuff, firewater, rotgut, 
moonshine, grog, tipple, the demon drink, the 
bottle; Bnt informal gut-rot; N Amer informal juice; 
technical ethyl alcohol, ethanol. See list. 



See oho amt, cocktail, smbmv, wise, whisky. 
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alcoholic ► adjective alcoholic drinks: intoxicat 
ing, inebriating, containing alcohol; strong, 
hard, stiff, formal spirituous. 

► noun he is an alcoholic : dipsomaniac, drunk, 
drunkard, heavy/hard/serious drinker, problem 
drinker, alcohol-abuser, person with a drink 
problem; tippler, sot, inebriate; informal boozer, 
lush, alky, dipso, soak, tosspot, wino. sponge, 
barfly. Austral./ NZ Informal hophead; archaic toper. 

alcovo ► noun recess, niche, nook, inglenook, 
bay. 

aloit ► adjective Q police have asked neighbours to 
keep alert : vigilant, watchful, attentive, obser- 
vant, wide awake, circumspect; on the lookout, 
on one's guard/toes, on the qui vive; informal 
keeping one's eyes open/peeled. Q mentally 
alert : quick-witted, sharp, bright, quick, keen, 
perceptive, wide awake, on one's toes; informal 
on the ball, quick on the uptake, all there, 
with it. 

-opposites inattentive. 

► noun Qa state of alert: vigilance, watchfulness, 
attentiveness, alertness, circumspection. 0 a 
flood alert : warning, notification, notice; siren, 
alarm, signal, danger/distress signal. 

► verb police were (dated by a phone cal I: warn, no- 
tify, apprise, forewarn, put on one’s guard, put 
on the qui vive; informal tip off, clue in. 

alias ► noun he is known under several aliases: as 
sumed name, false name, pseudonym, sobri- 
quet, incognito; pen/stage name, nom de 
plume/guerre. See list at pseudonym. 

► adverb Cassius Gay, alias Muhammad AIi: also 
known as, aka, also called, otherwise known 
as. 

alibi ► noun we’ve both got a good alibi for last 
night: defence, justification, explanation, rea- 
son; informal stoiy, line. 

► verb (informal) ha brotha agreed to alibi her. cover 
for, give an alibi to, provide with an alibi. 

alien ►adjective Q alien cultures: foreign, over- 
seas. non-native. 0an alien landscape: unfamil 
iar, unknown, strange, peculiar; exotic, for- 
eign. 0 a vicious role alien to his nature: incompat 
ible, opposed, conflicting, contraiy, in conflict, 
at variance; rare oppugnant. O ) alien beings: 
extraterrestrial, unearthly; Martian. 
-opposites native, familiar, earthly. 

► noun Qan illegal alien: foreigner, non-native, 
immigrant, emigrant, 6migr6, incomer. 0the 
alien's spaceship crashed: extraterrestrial, ET; 
Martian; Informal little green man. 

alienate ►verb Qhis homosexuality alienated him 
from his conservative father, estrange, divide, dis- 
tance, put at a distance, isolate, cut off; set 
against, turn away, drive apart, disunite, set at 
variance/odds, drive a wedge between. 0 (Law) 
they tried to prevent die land from being alienated : 
transfer, pass on, hand over; Law convey, de 
volve. 

alienation ►verb Oa sense of alienation from 
society: isolation, detachment, estrangement, 
distance, separation, division; cutting off, turn- 
ing away. 0 (Law) most leases contain restrictions 
against alienation: transfer, passing on. hand- 
ing over; Law conveyance, devolution. 

alight 1 ►verb Ohe digfted from the train: get 
off, step off, disembark, pile out; detrain, de 
plane. 0a swallow aUghted on a branch: land, 
come to rest, settle, perch; archaic light 


-opposites get on, board. 

alight* ► elective O tie bales of hay were alfeht: 
burning, ablaze, aflame, on fire, in flames, 
blazing; poetic /literary afire. 0her face was aUg/ht 
with laughter, lit up, gleaming, glowing, aglow, 
ablaze, bright, shining, radiant. 

align ► Vtfb Qthe desks are aligned in straight 
rows: line up. put in order, put in rows/col- 
umns, place, position, situate, set, range. 0he 
aligned himself with the workers: ally, affiliate, as- 
sociate, join, side, unite, combine, join forces, 
form an alliance, team up, band together, 
throw in one's lot, make common cause. 

alike ► adjective all the doors looked alike: similar. 
(much) the same, indistinguishable, identical, 
uniform, interchangeable, cut from the same 
cloth, like (two) peas in a pod, (like) Tweedle- 
dum and Tweedledee; Informal much of a much- 
ness. 

-opposites different. 

► adverb great minds think alike: similarly, (just) 
the same, in the same way/manner/fashion, 
identically. 

alimony ►noun financial support, mainten- 
ance, support; child support. 

alive ► adjective Ohe was last seen alive on Boxing 
Day: living, live, breathing, animate, sentient; 
informal alive and kicking; archaic quick. 0the 
synagogue has kept the Jewish faith alive: active, 
existing, in existence, existent, functioning, in 
operation; on the map. Qthe thrills that kept him 
really alive: animated, lively, full of life, alert, ac- 
tive. energetic, vigorous, spry, sprightly, vital, 
vivacious, buoyant, exuberant, ebullient, zest- 
ful, spirited; mfonnal full of beans, bright-eyed 
and bushy-tailed, chirpy, chipper, peppy, full of 
vim and vigour. Q teachers need to be alive to 
their pupils' backgrounds: alert, awake, aware, 
conscious, mindful, heedful, sensitive, familiar; 
mfonnal wise; formal cognizant. Qthe place was 
alive with mice: teeming, swarming, overrun, 
crawling, bristling, infested; crowded, packed; 
mfonnal lousy. 

-opposites dead, inanimate, inactive, lethaigic. 

all ► determiner Q all die children went | all creatures 
need sleep: each of, each/every one of, every 
single one of, every (single), each and every. 
0 the sun shone all week: the whole of the, every 
bit of the. the complete, the entire. 0in all 
honesty | with aU speed: complete, entire, total, 
full; greatest (possible), maximum. 

-related terms omni-, pan-, panto-. 
-opposites no. none of. 

► pronoun Qan are welcome: everyone, everybody, 
each/every person. 0oll of the cups were broken: 
each one, the sum, the total, the whole lot. 
Qthey took all of it: everything, every part, the 
whole/total amount, the (whole) lot, the entir- 
ety. 

— oppositbs none, nobody, nothing. 

► adverb he was dressed aU in black: completely, 
fully, entirely, totally, wholly, absolutely, utter- 
ly; in every respect, in all respects, without 
reservation/exception. 

-opposites partly. 

allay ►verb reduce, diminish, decrease, lessen, 
assuage, alleviate, ease, relieve, soothe, soften, 
calm, take the edge off. 

-oppositbs increase, intensify. 
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allegation ►noun claim, assertion, chaige, ac- 
cusation , declaration, statement, contention, 
argument, affirmation, attestation; formal aver- 
ment. 

allege ► vsib claim, assert, charge, accuse, de- 
clare. state, contend, argue, affirm, attest, tes- 
tify. swear; formal aver. 

alleged ► adjocttvs supposed, so-called, 
claimed, professed, purported, ostensible, puta- 
tive, unproven. 

allegedly ► advtrb reportedly, supposedly, 
reputedly, purportedly, ostensibly, apparently, 
putatively, by all accounts, so the story goes, 
allegiance ► noun loyalty, faithfulness, fidel- 
ity. obedience, adherence, homage, devotion; 
historical fealty; formal troth. 

-opposites disloyalty, treachery, 
allegorical ►adjocttv* symbolic, metaphoric- 
al, figurative, representative, emblematic, 
allegory ► noun parable, analogy, metaphor, 
symbol, emblem. 

allergic ► ■djvctlvt ©she was allergic to nuts: 
hypersensitive, sensitive, sensitized. © {informal) 
boys are allergic to washing: averse, opposed, 
hostile, inimical, antagonistic, antipathetic, re- 
sistant. (dead) set against, 
allergy ►noun o an allergy to feathers: hyper- 
sensitivity, sensitivity, allergic reaction. © {infor- 
mal) their allergy to free enterprise: aversion, an- 
tipathy. opposition, hostility, antagonism, dis- 
like. distaste. 

alleviate ► verb reduce, ease, relieve, take the 
edge off. deaden, dull, diminish, lessen, weak- 
en. lighten, attenuate, allay, assuage, palliate, 
damp, soothe, help, soften, temper. 

-opposites aggravate. 

alley ► noun passage, passageway, alleyway. . 
back alley, backstreet, lane, path, pathway, 
walk, allte. 

alliance ►noun Oa defensive alliance: associ- 
ation. union, league, confederation, federation, 
confederacy, coalition, consortium, affiliation, 
partnership, ©on alliance between medicine m and 
morality: relationship, affinity, association, con- 
nection. 

allied ►atjjoctivo ©a group of allied nations: fed- 
erated, confederated, associated, in alliance, in 
league, in partnership; unified, united, amal- 
gamated, integrated. Q agricultural and allied in- 
dustries: associated, related, connected, inter- 
connected, linked; similar, like, comparable, 
equivalent 

-opposites independent, unrelated. 
alMmportant ► adjscdvt vital, essential, in- 
dispensable, crucial, key, vitally important, of 
the utmost importance; critical, life-and-death, 
paramount, pre-eminent, high-priority: urgent, 
pressing* burning. 

-opposites inessential 

allocate ►vtib allot, assign, distribute, ap- 
portion, share out, portion out deal out, dole 
out, give out dish out, parcel out, ration out 
divide out/up; Informal divvy up. 
allocation ► noun ©the efficient allocation of re- 
sources: allotment, assignment distribution, 
apportionment, sharing out handing out deal- 
ing out doling out, giving out dishing out, 
parcelling out rationing out dividing out/up; 
Inform a l divvying up. ©our annual allocation af 


fluids: allowance, allotment, quota, share, ra- 
tion. grant, slice; informal cut; Brit, krfomwl whack, 
allot ► vtrb allocate, assign, apportion, distrib- 
ute, issue, grant; earmark for, designate for, set 
aside for, hand out, deal out, dish out, dole 
out, give out; Informal divvy up. 
allotmont ► noun ©the allotment of shares by a 
company: allocation, assignment, distribution, 
apportionment, issuing, sharing out, handing 
out, dealing out, doling out, giving out, dishing 
out, parcelling out, rationing out, dividing out/ 
up; informal divvying up. ©each member received 
an allotment of new shares: quota, share, ration, 
grant, allocation, allowance, slice; informal cut; 
Brit, informal whack. 

all out ►advorb I'm working oil out to finish my 
novel: strenuously, energetically, vigorously, 
hard, with all one's might (and main), eagerly, 
enthusiastically, industriously, diligently, as- 
siduously. sedulously, indefatigably. with appli- 
cation/perseverance; informal like mad, like 
crazy; Brit, informal like billy-o. 

-opposites lackadaisically. 

► adjtctiv# an all-out attack: strenuous, energetic, 
vigorous, forceful, forcible; spirited, mettle- 
some, plucky, determined, resolute, aggressive, 
eager, keen, enthusiastic, zealous, ardent, fer- 
vent. 

-opposites half-hearted, 
allow ►verb ©the police allowed him to go home: 
permit, let. authorize, give permission/author- 
ization/leave, sanction, grant someone the 
right, license, enable, entitle; consent, assent, 
give one's consent/assent/blessing, give the 
nod, acquiesce, agree, approve; informal give the 
go-ahead, give the thumbs up, OK. give the OK, 
give the green light; formal accede. Q allow an 
hour or so for driving, set aside, allocate, allot, 
earmark, designate, assign, ©the house was de- 
molished to allow for road widening provide, get 
ready, cater, take into consideration, take into 
account, make provision, make preparations, 
prepare, plan, make plans. Qshe allowed that all 
people had their funny little ways: admit, acknow- 
ledge, recognize, agree, accept, concede, grant. 
-opposites prevent, forbid, 
allowable ►adjective the maximum allowable 
number of users: permissible, permitted, allowed, 
admissible, acceptable, legal, lawful, legitimate, 
licit, authorized, sanctioned, approved, in 
order; Informal OK, legit. 

-opposites forbidden. 

allowanca ►noun ©your baggage allowance: 
permitted amount/quantity, allocation, allot- 
ment, quota, share, ration, grant, limit, por- 
tion, slice, ©her father gave her an allowance: 
payment, pocket money, sum of money, contri- 
bution, grant, subsidy, maintenance, financial 
support ©a tax allowance: concession, reduc- 
tion, decrease, discount. 

■ males aHowanea(s) for ©you must make al- 
lowances for delays: take into consideration, 
take into account, bear in mind, have regard 
to, provide for, plan for. make plans for, get 
ready for, cater for, allow for, nurice provision 
for, make preparations for, prepare for. ©she 
made allowances for Us faults: excuse, make ex- 
cuses for, forgive, pardon, overlook, 
alloy ►noun mixture, mix, amalgam, fission, 
meld, blend, compound, combination, compos- 
ite, union; technical admixture. See bst 
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all-powerful 

1 ►adjective 

OMNIPOTENT. 


mighty, supreme, pre-eminent; dictatorial, des- 
potic. totalitarian, autocratic. 

-opposites powerless. 

all right ►adjective Q the tea was aU right: satis 
factory, acceptable, adequate, fairly good, 
passable, reasonable; informal so-so. OK. Qare 
you all right? unhurt, uninjured, unharmed, un- 
scathed, in one piece, safe (and sound); well, 
fine, alive and well; informal OK. ©it's aU right for 
you to go now : permissible, permitted, allowed, 
allowable, admissible, acceptable, legal, lawful, 
legitimate, licit, authorized, sanctioned, ap- 
proved, in order; informal OK, legit. 

-opposites unsatisfactory, hurt, forbidden. 

► adverb Qthe system works aU right: satisfactor- 
ily. adequately, fairly well, passably, accept- 
ably, reasonably; informal OK. ©it's him an right: 
definitely, certainly, unquestionably, undoubt- 
edly. indubitably, undeniably, assuredly, with- 
out (a) doubt, beyond (any) doubt, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt; archaic in sooth, verily. 

► exclamation all rigjht, Y U go: very well (then). 
right (then), fine, good, yes, agreed, wilco; infor- 
mal OK, okey-dokey, roger, Brit, informal righto. 

allude ►verb refer, touch on, suggest, hint, 
imply, mention (in passing), make an allusion 
to; formal advert. 

allure ►noun the allure of Paris: attraction, 
lure, draw, pull, appeal, allurement, entice 
ment, temptation, charm, seduction, fascin- 
ation. 

► verb win sponsors be allured by such opportunities? 
attract, lure, entice, tempt, appeal to, captiv- 
ate. draw, win over, charm, seduce, fascinate, 
whet the appetite of. make someone's mouth 
water. 

-opposites repel 

alluring ► arffacttve enticing, tempting, attract- 
ive, appealing, inviting, captivating, fetching, 
seductive; enchanting, charming, fascinating; 
Informal come-hither. 

allusion ►noun reference, mention, sugges- 
tion, hint, comment, remark, 
ally ► noun dose politico l allies: associate, col- 
league, friend, confederate, partner, supporter. 
-opposites enemy, opponent 
►verb Qhe allied his racing experience with business 
acumen: combine, many, couple, merge, amal- 
gamate. join, ftise. ©the Catholic powers allied 


with Philip II: unite, combine, join (up), join 
forces, band together, team up, collaborate, 
side, align oneself, form an alliance, throw in 
one's lot, make common cause. 

-opposites split. 

almanac ► noun yearbook, calendar, register, 
annual; manual, handbook. 

almighty ► atfjactive 01 swear by almighty God: 
all-powerful, omnipotent, supreme, pre- 
eminent. Q (informal) on almighty explosion: very 
great, huge, enormous, immense, colossal, 
massive, prodigious, stupendous, tremendous, 
monumental, mammoth, vast, gigantic, giant, 
mighty, Herculean, epic; very loud, deafening, 
ear-splitting, ear-piercing, booming, thunder- 
ing, thunderous; Informal whopping, thumping, 
astronomical, mega, monster, humongous, 
jumbo; Brit, informal whacking, ginormous. 
-opposites powerless, insignificant. 

almost ►adverb nearly, (just) about, more or 
less, practically, virtually, all but. as good as, 
close to, near, well-nigh, nigh on. not quite, 
not far from/off. to all intents and purposes; 
approaching, bordering on, veiging on; Informal 
pretty nearly/much/well. 

-RELATED TERMS quasi-. 

alms ►plural noun ( historical) gift(s), donation(s), 
handout(s), offerings), charity, baksheesh, lar- 
gesse; rare donative. 

aloft ►adjective & adverb Qhe hoisted the Cup 
aloft: upwards, up, high, into the air/sky. sky- 
ward, heavenward. Qthe airships stayed aloft for 
many hours: in the air, in the sky, high up. up 
(above), on high, overhead. 

-opposites down. 

alone ► adjective ft adverb Qshe was alone in the 
house: by oneself, on one's own, all alone, soli- 
taiy. single, singly, solo, solus; unescorted, 
partnerless, companionless; Brit, informal on one's 
tod. on one’s lonesome, on one’s Jack Jones; 
Austral. /NZ informal on one’s Pat Malone. Qhe 
managed alone: unaided, unassisted, without 
help/assistance, single-handedly, solo, on one's 
own. Qshe felt terribly alone: lonely, isolated, 
solitary, deserted, abandoned, forlorn, friend- 
less. © a house standing alone : apart, by itself/ 
oneself, separate, detached, isolated. Qyou 
alone can inspire me: only, solely, just; and no 
one else, and nothing else, no one but, nothing 
but 

-opposites in company, with help, among 
others. 

along ►preposition Qshe walked along the corri- 
dor. down, from one end of to the other. 

Q trees grew along the river bank beside, by the 
side of, on the edge of, alongside. Q they'll stop 
along the way. on, at a point on. in the course 
of. 

► adverb Q Maurice moved along past the other ex- 
hibits: onwards, on. ahead, fbrward(s). 01 in- 
vited a friend along: as company, with one, to ac- 
company one, as a partner. 

■ along with together with, accompanying, 
accompanied by, at the same time as; as well 
as, in addition to, plus, besides. 

aloof ► elective distant, detached, unfriendly, 
unsociable, remote, unapproachable, formal 
stiff, austere, withdrawn, reserved, unforth- 
coming, uncommunicative; Informal stand-offish. 
-opposites familiar, friendly. 
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aloud ► advtrb audibly, out loud, for all to 
hear. 

-opposites silently. 

alphabet ► noun ABC, letters, writing system, 
syllabaiy. See list. 


See ate* ttoncnc alphabet. 
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already ► advtrb ©Anna had suffered a great 
deal already : by this/that time, by now/then, 
thus/so far, before now/then, until now/then, 
up to now/then. & is it 3 o’clock already? as 
early as this/that, as soon as this/that, so 
soon. 

also ► adverb too. as well, besides, in addition, 
additionally, furthermore, further, moreover, 
into the bargain, on top (of that), what's more, 
to boot, equally: informal and all; archaic withal, 
fbrbye. 

alt or ► verb Q Eliot was persuaded to alter the pas - 
sage: change, make changes to. make different, 
make alterations to, adjust, make adjustments 
to, adapt, amend, modify, revise, revamp, re- 
work, redo, refine, vary, transform; informal 
tweak; technical permute, ©the state of affairs has 
altered: change, become different, undergo a 
(sea) change, adjust, adapt, transform, evolve. 
-opposites preserve, stay the same. 

altaratlon ► noun change, adjustment, adap- 
tation. modification, variation, revision, 
amendment; rearrangement, reordering, restyl- 
ing, rejigging, reworking, revamping; sea 
change, transformation; humorous transmogrifi- 
cation. 

altercation ► noun argument, quarrel, squab- 
ble, fight, shouting match, disagreement, dif- 
ference of opinion, felling-out, dispute, disputa- 
tion, wrangle, war of words; informal tiff, run-in, 
slanging match, spat scrap; Brit, informal row, 
barney, dingdong, bust-up, bit of argy-bargy; N. 
Amar. informal rhubarb; archaic broil, miff. 


alternate ► vtrb ©rows of trees alternate with 
dense shrub: be interspersed, occur in turn/ 
rotation, rotate, follow one another, take turns, 
take it in turns, work/act in sequence, ©we 
could alternate the groups so that no one felt they 
had been left out: give turns to, take in turn, ro- 
tate, take in rotation; swap, exchange, inter- 
change. 

► acQactfva ©she attended on alternate days; every 
other, every second, ©place die leeks and 
noodles in alternate layers: alternating, inter- 
changing, following in sequence, sequential, 
occurring in turns. ©(A/. Amer.) an alternate plan. 
See alternative adjective sense 1. 

alternative ► adjective ©an alternative route: 
different, other, another, second, possible, 
substitute, replacement; standby, emergency, 
reserve, back-up, auxiliary, fallback; N. Amor, al- 
ternate. ©an alternative lifestyle: unorthodox, 
unconventional, non-standard, unusual, un- 
common, out of the ordinary, radical, revolu- 
tionary, nonconformist, avant-garde; informal off 
the wall, oddball, offbeat, way-out 

► noun we have no alternative: option, choice, other 
possibility; substitute, replacement. 

alternatively ► advtrb ON the other hand, as 
an alternative, or; otherwise, instead, if not. 
then again; N. Amer alternately. 

although ► conjunction in spite of the fact 
that, despite the fact that, notwithstanding 
(the feet) that, even though/if, for all that, 
while, whilst. 

altitude ►noun height, elevation, distance 
above the sea/ground. 

altogether ► adverb ©he wasn’t altogether 
happy: completely, totally, entirely, absolutely, 
wholly, fully, thoroughly, utterly, perfectly, 
one hundred per cent, in all respects, ©we 
have jive offices altogether, in all, all told, in toto. 
©altogether it was a great evening: on the whole, 
overall, all in all, all things considered, on bal- 
ance, on average, for the most part, in the 
main, in general, generally, by and laige. 

altruism ►noun unselfishness, selflessness, 
compassion, kindness, public-spiritedness; 
charity, benevolence, beneficence, philan- 
thropy, humanitarianism; poetic/ literary bounty, 
bounteousness. 

-opposites selfishness. 

always ► adverb ©he's always late: every time, 
each time, at all times, all the time, without 
fail, consistently, invariably, regularly, habit- 
ually, unfailingly, ©she's always complaining. 
continually, continuously, constantly, forever, 
perpetually, incessantly, ceaselessly, unceasing- 
ly, endlessly, the entire time; Informal 24-7. ©the 
place will always be dear to me: forever, for al- 
ways, for good (and all), for evermore, for ever 
and ever, until the end of time, eternally, for 
eternity, until hell freezes over; informal for 
keeps, until the cows come home; archaic for 
aye. ©you can always take it back to the shop: as a 
last resort, no matter what, in any event/ 
case, come what may. 

-opposites never, seldom, sometimes. 

amalgamate ►vtsto combine, merge, unite, 
fuse, blend, meld; join (together), join forces, 
band (together), link (up), team up, go into 
partnership; poetic/ tibrery commingle. 

-opposites separate. 
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amalgamation ►noun combination, union, 
blend, mixture, fusion, coalescence, synthesis, 
composite, amalgam. 

amass ►verb gather, collect, assemble; accu- 
mulate, stockpile, store (up), cumulate, accrue, 
lay in/up. gamer, informal stash (away). 
-opposites dissipate. 

amatsur ►noun Qthe crew were oU amateurs : 
non-professional, non-specialist, layman, lay- 
person; dilettante. Qwhat a bunch of amateurs: 
bungler, incompetent, bumbler; Brit, informal 
bodger. 

-opposites professional, expert. 

► adjective Qan amateur sportsman: non- 
professional, non-specialist, lay; dilettante. 
Q their amateur efforts: incompetent, inept, un- 
skilful. inexpert, amateurish, clumsy, mal- 
adroit, bumbling; Brit, informal bodged, 
amateurish ►adjective. See amateur adjective 
sense 2. 

amatory ►adjective sexual, erotic, amorous, 
romantic, sensual, passionate, sexy; informal 
randy, steamy, naughty. 

amaze ►verb astonish, astound, surprise, 
stun, stagger, nonplus, shock, startle, stupefy, 
stop someone in their tracks, leave open- 
mouthed. leave aghast, take someone's breath 
away, dumbfound; informal bowl over, flabber- 
gast; Brit, informal knock for six; (amazed) thun- 
derstruck. at a loss for words, speechless; Brit, 
informal gobsmacked. 

amazement ►noun astonishment, surprise, 
shock, stupefaction, incredulity, disbelief, 
speechlessness, awe, wonder, wonderment, 
amazing ►adjective astonishing, astounding, 
surprising, stunning, staggering, shocking, 
startling, stupefying, breathtaking; awesome, 
awe-inspiring, sensational, remarkable, spec- 
tacular. stupendous, phenomenal, extraoidin- 
ary, incredible, unbelievable; informal mind- 
blowing, flabbergasting; poetic I literary wondrous, 
ambassador ►noun Qthe American ambas- 
sador. envoy, plenipotentiary, emissary, (papal) 
nuncio, representative, diplomat; archaic legate. 
Qa great ambassador for the sport: campaigner, 
representative, promoter, champion, supporter, 
backer. N. Amor, booster. 

amblonc# ►noun atmosphere, air, aura, cli- 
mate. mood. feel, feeling, vibrations, character, 
quality, impression, flavour, look, tone; informal 
vibes. 

ambiguity ► noun ambivalence, equivocation; 
obscurity, vagueness, abstruseness, doubtful- 
ness, uncertainty; formal dubiety, 
ambiguous ► acfjoctiv* equivocal, ambivalent, 
open to debate/argument, arguable, debatable; 
obscure, unclear, vague, abstruse, doubtful, du- 
bious, uncertain. 

-oppositbs clear. 

ambit ►noun scope, extent, range, breadth, 
width, reach, sweep; terms of reference, field 
of reference, jurisdiction, remit; area, sphere, 
field, realm, compass. 

ambition ► noun Qyouftg people with ambition: 
drive, determination, enterprise, initiative, 
eagerness, motivation, enthusiasm, zeal, com- 
mitment. a sense of purpose; informal get-up- 
and-go. 0 her ambition was to become a model: as- 
piration, intention, goal, aim, objective, object. 


purpose, intent, plan, desire, wish, design, tar- 
get, dream. 

ambitious ► •djoctivt Qan energetic and ambi- 
tious politician: aspiring, determined, forceful, 
pushy, enterprising, motivated, enthusiastic, 
energetic, zealous, committed, purposeful, 
power-hungry; informal go-ahead, gogetting. 
Qhe was ambitious to make it to the top: eager, 
determined, intent on, enthusiastic, anxious, 
hungry, impatient, striving. Qan ambitious task: 
difficult, exacting, demanding, formidable, 
challenging, hard, arduous, onerous, tough; ar- 
chaic toilsome. 

-opposites laid-back. 

amblvalont ►adjective equivocal, uncertain, 
unsure, doubtful, indecisive, inconclusive, ir- 
resolute, in two minds, undecided, tom, in a 
dilemma, on the horns of a dilemma, in a 
quandary, on the fence, hesitating, wavering, 
vacillating, equivocating, blowing hot and cold; 
Informal iffy. 

-oppositbs unequivocal, certain. 

amble ► verb stroll, saunter, wander, ramble, 
promenade, walk, go for a walk, take a walk; 
informal mosey, tootle; Bnt. informal pootle. mooch; 
forma! perambulate. 

ambush ► noun the soldiers were killed in an am- 
bush: surprise attack, trap; archaic ambuscade. 

► verb twenty youths ambushed t heir patrol car. at- 
tack by surprise, surprise, pounce on, lay a 
trap for, set an ambush for, lie in wait for, 
waylay, N. Amer. bushwhack; archaic ambuscade. 

ameliorate ► verb improve, make better, bet- 
ter, make improvements to, enhance, help, 
benefit, boost, amend; relieve, ease, mitigate; 
informal tweak, patch up. 

-opposites worsen. 

amenable ►adjective Qan amenable child: com- 
pliant. acquiescent, biddable, manageable, con- 
trollable, governable, persuadable, tractable, re- 
sponsive, pliant, malleable, complaisant, easily 
handled; rare persuasible. Q marry cancers are 
amenable to treatment: susceptible, receptive, re- 
sponsive; archaic susceptive. 

-opposites uncooperative. 

amend ►verb revise, alter, change, modify, 
qualify, adapt, adjust; edit, copy-edit, rewrite, 
redraft, rephrase, reword, rework, revamp. 

amends ► plural noun I wanted to make amends: 
compensation, recompense, reparation, restitu- 
tion. redress, atonement, expiation. 

■ mako amends compensate, recompense, in- 
demnify, make it up to; atone for, make up 
for, make good, expiate. 

amenity ► noun o basic amenities: facility, ser- 
vice, convenience, resource, appliance, aid. 
comfort, benefit, advantage. Qa lass of amenity 
pleasantness, agreeableness, niceness. 

America ► noun. See united states of America. 

amiable ► efloctivt friendly, affable, amicable, 
cordial; warm, warm-hearted, good-natured, 
nice, pleasant agreeable, likeable, genial 
good-humoured, charming, easy to get on/ 
along with, companionable, sociable, person- 
able; informal chummy; BtfL Informal matey; N. 
Amor. Informal regular. 

-oppositbs unfriendly, disagreeable. 
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amicable ► adjective friendly, good-natured, 
cordial, easy, easy-going, neighbourly, harmoni- 
ous, cooperative, civilized. 

-opposites unfriendly. 

amid * preposition Qthe jeep was concealed amid 
pine trees: in the middle of, surrounded by, 
among, amongst; poetic/ literary amidst, in the 
midst of. 0the truce collapsed amid fears of a re- 
volt: at a time of, in an atmosphere of, against 
a background of, as a result of. 
amlSS ► adjective an inspection revealed nothing 
amiss: wrong, awry, faulty, out of order, defect- 
ive. unsatisfactory, incorrect; inappropriate, 
improper. 

-opposites right, in order. 

■ not come/go amiss be welcome, be appro- 
priate, be useful. 

■ talcs something amiss be offended, take 
offence, be upset. 

amity ► noun friendship, friendliness, har- 
mony, harmoniousness, understanding, accord, 
cooperation, amicableness, goodwill, cordiality, 
warmth; formal concord. 

-opposites animosity, enmity, 
ammunition ► noun police seized arms and am- 
munition: bullets, shells, projectiles, missiles, 
rounds, shot, slugs, cartridges, munitions; infor- 
mal ammo. See list at bullet. 
amnesty ► noun an amnesty far political prison- 
ers: pardon, pardoning, reprieve; release, dis- 
charge; informal let-off. 

► verb the guerrillas were amnestied: pardon, grant 
an amnesty to, reprieve; release, discharge, lib- 
erate. free, spare; informal let off. let off the 
hook. 

amok 

■ run amok go berserk, get out of control, 
rampage, riot, run riot, go on the rampage, be- 
have like a maniac, behave wildly/uncon- 
trollably, become violent/destructive; Informal 
raise hell. 

among* amongst ►preposition Q you're 
among friends: surrounded by, in the company 
of. amongst, amid, in the middle of, poetic/ 
literary amidst, in the midst of. 0a child was 
among the injured: included in. one/some of. in 
the group/number of. 0he distributed the pro- 
ceeds among his creditors: between, to each of. 
-RELATED TERMS inter-. 

■ among ourmalvas/yoursolvaa/ttiaiitaalvas 

jointly, with one another, together, mutually, 
reciprocally. 

amoral ► adjective unprincipled, without 
standards/morals/scruples, unethical 
-opposites principled. 

amorous ► adjective lustful, sexual, erotic, 
amatory, ardent, passionate, impassioned; in 
love, enamoured, lovesick; informal lovey-dovey, 
kiss y, smoochy. goo-goo, hot; Bnt. Informal randy; 
archaic sportive. 

-opposite s unloving. 

amorphous ►adjective shapeless, formless, 
structureless, indeterminate. 

-opposites shaped, definite, 
amount ► noun quantity, number, total, aggre- 
gate, sum, quota, group, size, mass, weight, 
volume, bulk, quantum. 

■ ■mount lo Q the bin amounted to £50: ado up 
to, come to, run to, be, make, total; Brit tot up 
to. 0tite delays amounted to maladministration: 


constitute, comprise, be tantamount, come 
down, boil down; signify, signal, mean, indi- 
cate, suggest, denote, point to, be evidence, be 
symptomatic; poetic/ literary betoken. ©her rela- 
tionships had never amounted to anything signifi- 
cant: become, grow/develop into, prove to be. 
turn out to be. 

■ the full amount the grand total, the total, 
the aggregate; informal the whole caboodle/ 
shebang, the full nine yards, 
amphibian ► noun. See list. 


Amphibians 

ilpn* salamander 

marsh frog 

aw>M 

IIIKIWhO WiO 

bribe* 

mole salamander 

caecSan 

mud puppy 

cane toad 

-ill ^ -A 

HiVSefjBCK VOBO 

cave salamander 

newt 

clawed frog 

obn 

crested newt 

palmate newt 

eft 

peeper 

ire-beftted toad 

ptataona 

fire salamander 

pohorHMTow frog 

tying frog 

(tog 

siren 

giant salamander 

smooth newt 

ill ill hill fwi m 

gonm vrog 

spmsrkh: toad 

haby frog 

Suriname toad 

h ill! i „ili i 

tiger salamander 

homed toad 

toad 

hyla 

tree frog 

leopard frog 

watevdog 

hmglest salamander 

Xenopus 


ample ►adjective Q there is ample time for discus- 
sion: enough, sufficient, adequate, plenty of, 
more than enough, enough and to spare. 0an 
ample supply of wine: plentiful, abundant, copi- 
ous, profuse, rich, lavish, liberal, generous, 
bountiful, large, huge, great, bumper; informal a 
gogo, galore; poetic / literary plenteous. O his ample 
tunic, spacious, capacious, roomy, sizeable; vo- 
luminous. loosefitting, baggy, sloppy; formal 
commodious. 

-opposites insufficient, meagre, 
amplify ►verb O many frogs amplify their voices: 
make louder, louden, turn up, magnify, inten- 
sify. increase, boost, step up, raise. 0 these notes 
amplify our statement: expand, enlarge on, elab- 
orate on, add to, supplement, develop, flesh 
out, add detail to. go into detail about 
-opposites reduce, quieten, 
amplitude ►noun magnitude, size, volume; 

extent, range, compass; breadth, width, 
amputate ► verb cut off, sever, remove (sur- 
gically), saw/chop off 

amulet ► noun lucky charm, charm, talisman. 

fetish, mascot, totem, idol, juju; archaic periapt 
amuse ►vorb o her annoyance simply amused 
him: entertain, make laugh, delight, divert, 
cheer (up), please, charm, tickle; Informal tickle 
pink, crack up; Brit. Informal crease up. 0he 
amused himself by writing poetry: occupy, engage, 
busy, employ, distract, absorb, engross, hold 
someone's attention; interest, entertain, divert 
-oppositbs bore. 

amusement ►noun Owe looked with amuse- 
ment at the cartoon: mirth, merriment light- 
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heartedness, hilarity, glee, delight, gaiety, jovi- 
ality, fun; enjoyment, pleasure, high spirits, 
cheerfulness. QI read the book for amusement: 
entertainment, pleasure, leisure, relaxation, 
fun, enjoyment, interest, diversion; informal R 
and R; N Amor, informal rec; archaic disport. Qa 
wide range of amusements: activity, entertain- 
ment, diversion; game, sport, 
amusing * adjective entertaining, funny, com- 
ical, humorous, light-hearted, jocular, witty, 
mirthful, hilarious, droll, diverting; informal 
wacky, sidesplitting, rib-tickling. 

-opposites boring, solemn, 
anaemic * adjective Obis anaemic face: colour- 
less. bloodless, pale, pallid, wan, ashen, grey, 
sallow, pasty-faced, whey-faced, peaky, sickly, 
etiolated Qan anaemic description of her feelings: 
feeble, weak, insipid, wishy-washy, vapid, 
bland; lame, tame, lacklustre, spiritless, life- 
less, ineffective, ineffectual, etiolated; informal 
pathetic. 

anaasthatlc ► noun narcotic, painkiller, 
painkilling drug, pain reliever, sedative, ano- 
dyne, analgesic; general, local, 
analgesic ► adjactivt painkilling, pain- 
relieving, anodyne, narcotic, palliative, 
analogous ► adjactiva comparable, parallel, 
similar, like, corresponding, related, kindred, 
equivalent; formal cognate. 

-oppositbs unrelated. 

analogy ►noun similarity, parallel, corres- 
pondence. likeness, resemblance, correlation, 
relation, kinship, equivalence, similitude. 
-opposites dissimilarity, 
analyse ► verb examine, inspect, survey, study, 
scrutinize, look over; investigate, explore, 
probe, research, go over (with a fine-tooth 
comb), review, evaluate, break down, dissect, 
anatomize. 

analysis ► noun examination, investigation, in- 
spection. survey, study, scrutiny; exploration, 
probe, research, review, evaluation, interpret- 
ation. anatomization, dissection, 
analytical, analytic ►adjoctivo systematic, 
logical, scientific, methodical, (well) organized, 
ordered, orderly, meticulous, rigorous. 
-opposites unsystematic, 
anarchic ►adjoctivo lawless, without law and 
order, in disorder/turmoil, unruly, chaotic, tur- 
bulent 

-oppositbs ordered. 

anarchist ►noun nihilist, insurgent, agitator, 
subversive, terrorist, revolutionary, revolution- 
ist, insurrectionist 

anarchy ►noun lawlessness, nihilism, mob- 
ocracy, revolution, insurrection, disorder, 
chaos, tumult, turmoil. 

-oppositbs government, order, 
anathema ► noun Qracial hatred was anathema 
to her. abhorrent, hateful, repugnant, repel- 
lent, offensive; abomination, outrage, bane, 
bugbear, btte noire. Qthe Vatican Council issued 
an anathema: curse, ban, excommunication, 
proscription, debarment, denunciation, 
anatomy ►noun Os cot's anatomy: structure, 
make-up. cmmmtkm, constitution, form. 
O on anatomy of society: analysis, examination, 
inspection, survey, study, investigation, review, 
evaluation. 


ancestor ►noun Ohe could trace his ancestors 
back to King James I: forebear, forefather, pre- 
decessor, antecedent progenitor, primogenitor 
Qthe instrument is an ancestor of die lute: fore 
runner, precursor, predecessor. 

-opposites descendant, successor. 

ancestral ►adjective inherited, hereditary, fa- 
milial 

ancestry ►noun ancestors, forebears, fore- 
fathers, progenitors, antecedents; family tree; 
lineage, genealogy, roots. 

anchor ►noun Os ship's anchor kedge, killick, 
bower, grapnel, ground tackle. Qdte anchor cf 
die new coalition: mainstay, cornerstone, linch- 
pin, bulwark, foundation. Oa CBS news anchor. 
presenter, announcer, anchorman, anchor- 
woman, broadcaster. 

► verb Qthe ship was anchored in the bay: moor, 
berth, be at anchor, archaic harbour. Qthe fish 
anchors itself to the coral: secure, fasten, attach, 
affix, fix. 

anchorage ► noun moorings, moorage, roads, 
roadstead, harbourage. 

anchorite ► noun ( historical) hermit, recluse, as- 
cetic; historical stylite; archaic eremite. 

ancient ► adjective Q ancient civilizations: of 
long ago, early, prehistoric, primeval, primor- 
dial, primitive; poetic/ literary of yore; archaic fore- 
gone 0an ancient custom: old. very old. age 
old, archaic, antediluvian, timeworn, time 
honoured. Q I feel positively ancient, antiquated, 
aged, elderly, decrepit, antediluvian, in one’s 
dotage; old-fashioned, out of date, outmoded, 
d*mod*. pass*; informal out of the ark; Bnt. infor- 
mal past its/one’s sell-by date. 

-related terms archaeo-, palaeo-. 

-opposites recent, contemporary. 

ancillary ► adjactiva additional, auxiliaiy, sup- 
porting, helping, extra, supplementary, acces- 
sory; Medicine adjuvant; rare adminicular. 

-RELATED TERMS para-. 

and ►conjunction together with, along with, 
with, as well as. m addition to, also, too; be- 
sides, furthermore; informal plus. 

anacdotal ►adjoctivo o anecdotal evidence: un- 
scientific. unreliable, based on hearsay. Qher 
bock is anecdotal and chatty, narrative, foil of 
stories. 

anecdote ► noun story, tale, narrative; urban 
myth; informal yam. 

anew ► advorb again, afresh, once more/again, 
over again. 

angel ► nouti ©God sent an angel: messenger of 
Goo, divine/heavenly messenger, divine being. 
See list. O she's an absolute angel: paragon of vir- 
tue, saint; gem, treasure, darling, dear. Informal 
star; Brit. Informal, dated brick. Q (informal) a finan- 
cial angel: backer, sponsor, benefactor, pro- 
moter, patron. 

-opposites devil 
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angelic badjactivt O angelic beings: divine, 
heavenly, celestial, holy, seraphic; poetic/ literary 
empyrean. 0 Sophie's angelic appearance: inno 
cent, pure, virtuous, good, saintly, wholesome. 
-opposites demonic, infernal. 

anger ► noun his face was livid with anger, annoy 
ance, vexation, exasperation, crossness, irrita- 
tion. irritability, indignation, pique; rage. fuiy. 
wrath, outrage, irascibility, ill temper/humour; 
informal aggravation; poetic/ literary ire, choler. 
-related terms irascible. 

-opposites pleasure, good humour. 

► verb she was angered by his terse reply: annoy, irri- 
tate, exasperate, irk, vex. put out; enrage, in 
cense, infuriate, make someone’s hackles rise; 
Brit rub up the wrong way; informal make 
someone's blood boil, get someone's back up, 
make someone see red, get someone’s dander 
up. rattle someone’s cage; aggravate, get some- 
one. rile, hack off; Bnt informal wind up. nark; N 
Amer informal tee off, tick off, bum up, gravel; in- 
formal, dated give someone the pip. 

-opposites pacify, placate. 

angle 1 ► noun Qthe wall is sloping at an angle of 
33°: gradient, slant, inclination. Qthe angle of 
the roof, corner, intersection, point, apex. 
Q consider the problem from a different angle: per 
spective, point of view, viewpoint, standpoint, 
position, aspect, slant, direction. 

► verb O Anna angled her camera towards the tree: 
tilt, slant, direct, turn. O angle your answer so 
that it is relevant: present, slant, onent, twist, 
bias. 

angle 2 ► verb he was angling for an mvitatUm: try 
to get, seek to obtain, fish for, hope for, be 
after. 

angler ► noun fisherman, rod; archaic fisher. 

angry ► adjective O Vivienne got angry: irate, an- 
noyed. cross, vexed, irritated, indignant, irked; 
furious, enraged, infuriated, in a temper, in- 
censed. raging, incandescent, fuming, seething, 
beside oneself, outraged; informal (hopping) mad, 
wild, livid, apoplectic, as cross as two sticks, 
hot under the collar, up in arms, foaming at 
the mouth, steamed up, in a lather/paddy, fit 
to be tied; Bnt informal aerated, shirty; N. Amer. in- 
formal sore, bent out of shape, teed off. ticked 
off; Austral /NZ informal ropeable, snaky; poehc/ 
literary wrathful; archaic wroth. Qan angry debate: 
heated, passionate, stormy, ’lively’; bad- 
tempered, ill-tempered, acrimonious, bitter. 
O angry sores: inflamed, red, swollen, sore, 
painftiL 

-opposites pleased, good-humoured. 

■ gst angry lose one s temper, become en- 
raged, go into a rage, go berserk, flare up; Infor- 
mal go mad/crazy/wild, go bananas, hit the 
roof, go through the roof, go up the wall, see 
red, go off the deep end, fly off the handle, 
blow one's top. blow a fuse/gasket, lose one’s 
rag, flip (one's lid), have a fit. foam at the 
mouth, explode, go non-linear, go ballistic; Brit 
informal go spare, do one's nut; N. Amer informal 
flip one's wig , blow one’s lid/stack, have a 
conniption fit 

angst ► noun anxiety, fear, apprehension, 
worry, foreboding, trepidation, malaise, dis- 
quiet, disquietude, unease, uneasiness. 

anguish ►noun agony, pain, torment, torture, 
suffering, distress, angst misery, sorrow, grief, 


heartache, desolation, despair, poetic/ literary dol- 
our. 

-opposites happiness. 

anguished ► adjectlva agonized, tormented, 
tortured; grief-stricken, wretched, heartbroken, 
desolate, devastated; informal cut up; poetic/ literary 
dolorous. 

angular ► adjective Q an angular shape: sharp- 
cornered, pointed, V-shaped, Y-shaped. Qan 
angular face • bony, raw-boned, lean, rangy, 
spare, thin, gaunt. 

-opposites rounded, curving. 

animal ►noun Q endangered animals: creature, 
beast, living thing; (animals) wildlife, fauna; N 
Amer informal critter. See lists here and at amphib 

IAN, ARACHNID, BAT, BEAR, BIRD, BUTTERFLY, CAT, 
CATTLE, CETACEAN, DEER, DOG, FI8H, FOWL, FOX, 
GAME, GOAT, HORSE, INSECT, MAR8UPIAL, MOLLUSC, 
MONKEY, MOTH, PIG, PROSIMIAN, RABBIT, REPTILE, 
RODENT, SEAL, SHEEP, SNAKE, SQUIRREL, WEASEL, 


AIHMAI MALI FEMALE 


antelope 

badger 

bear 

bobcat 

buffalo 

camel 

caribou 

cat 

cattle 

chicken 

cougar 

coyote 

deer 

dog 



.fanet 

fish 

to 

gases 

goat 

goose 

hare 



buck 

doe 

boar 

sow 

boar 

sow 

tom 

lioness 

buH 

cow 

butt 

cow 

stag 

doe 

tom 

queen 

butt 

cow 

cock 

hen 

tom 

lioness 

dog 

bitch 

stag 

doe 

fSm 

bitch 

jennyass 

dike 

duck 

bull 

cow 

Jade 

cock 

t 

to 

vbeen * 

bull 

cow 

hlllmnir 

gander 

buck 

nannygoet 

mm m 

bufi 

cow 

season 

more 

ram 

ewe 

bude 

doe 

buck 

foe/; 

juopard 

tton 

lewr 1 * 

ex&t " 

theft 

to* 

cow 

buttock 

dear 
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wolf, worm, young, ©the man was an animal: 
brute, beast, monster, devil, demon, fiend; in- 
formal swine, bastard, pig. 

-RELATED TBRMS ZOO-. 

► adjective O animal life: zoological, animalistic; 
ran zoic, ©a grunt of animal passion: carnal, 
fleshly, bodily, physical; brutish, unrefined, un- 
cultured, coarse. 



AWIUBAI- 

urmt 

badger 

Ktt/Mrth 

bear 

den 

beaver 

bee 

lodg, 

bMhHc/apiwy 

bird 

Md/artwy 

cow 

ten* 

dog 

fceRRfl 

dove 

dovecote 

eagle 

eyrie 

fish 

aquarium 

fox 

eaith/hoie/burrow 

hare 

form 

hen 

coop 

horse 


Non 

den 

otter 

holt 

pig 

sty 

rabbit 

burrow/wenen 

sheep 

fotd/phn 

squirrel 

drey 

wasp 

nest/veqdery 


animate ► verb a sense of excitement animated die 
whole school: enliven, vitalize, breathe (new) life 
into, energize, invigorate, revive, vivify, liven 
up; inspire, inspirit, exhilarate, thrill, excite, 
fire, arouse, rouse; N. Amer light a fire under, in- 
formal buck up, pep up, give someone a buzz. 
-opposites depress. 

► adjective an animate being; living, alive, live, 
breathing; archaic quick. 

-oppositbs inanimate. 

animated ► adjective lively, spirited, high- 
spirited. energetic, full of life, excited, enthusi- 
astic. eager, alive, active, vigorous, vibrant, 
vital, vivacious, buoyant exuberant, ebullient, 
effervescent, bouncy, bubbly, perky; informal 
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, full of beans, 
bright and breezy, chirpy, chipper, peppy. 
-opposites lethargic, lifeless, 
animosity ► noun antipathy, hostility, fric- 
tion, antagonism, enmity, animus, bitterness, 
rancour, resentment, dislike, ill feeling/will, 
bad blood, hatred, hate, loathing; malice, spite, 
spitefulness. 

-oppositbs goodwill, friendship, 
annals ► plural noun records, archives, chron- 
icles, accounts, registers; Law muniments. 

annsx ►vorb ©fen amendments were annexed to 
die constitution: add, append, attach, tack on, 
tag on. QChariemagne annexed northern Italy: 
take over, take possession of. appropriate, 
seize, conquer, occupy. 

►noun (also amtoxa) extension, addition; wing; 
N. Arm. ell. 

annsxatlon ►noun seizure, occupation, inva- 
sion, conquest, takeover, appropriation. 


annihilate ►verb destroy, wipe out, obliter- 
ate, wipe off the face of the earth; kill, slaugh- 
ter, exterminate, eliminate, liquidate; informal 
take out, rub out, snuff out, waste. 

-opposites create. 

anniversary ► noun jubilee, commemor- 
ation. See list at wedding. 

annotate ►verb comment on, add notes/ 
footnotes to, gloss, interpret; archaic margin. 

annotation ► noun note, notation, comment, 
gloss, footnote; commentary, explanation, in- 
terpretation. 

announcs ►vorb o their financial results were 
announced: make public, make known, report, 
declare, state, give out, notify, publicize, broad- 
cast, publish, advertise, circulate, proclaim, 
blazon abroad. ©Victor announced die guests: 
introduce, present, name, ©strains of music an- 
nounced her arrival: signal, indicate, give notice 
of. herald, proclaim; poetic/ literary betoken. 

announcement ►noun ©on announcement 
by the Minister, statement, report, declaration, 
proclamation, pronouncement, rescript; bul- 
letin, communique; N. Amer. advisory, ©the an- 
nouncement of the decision: declaration, notifica- 
tion, reporting, publishing, broadcasting, proc- 
lamation; archaic annunciation. 

announcer ►noun presenter, anchorman, 
anchorwoman, anchor, newsreader, newscast- 
er, broadcaster. 

annoy ►vorb irritate, vex, make angry/cross, 
anger, exasperate, irk. gall, pique, put out. an- 
tagonize, get on someone's nerves, ruffle 
someone's feathers, make someone's hackles 
rise, nettle; Bnt. rub up the wrong way; informal 
aggravate, peeve, hassle, miff, rile, needle, get 
(to), bug. hack off, get up someone's nose, get 
someone's goat, get someone’s back up. give 
someone the hump, drive mad/crazy, drive 
round the bend/twist drive up the wall, get 
someone's dander up; Bnt. informal wind up, 
nark, get on someone's wick; N. Amer. informal 
tee off. tick off, bum up. rankle, gravel; Informal, 
dated give someone the pip. 

-opposites please, gratify. 

annoyance ►noun o much to his annoyance, 
Louise didn’t even notice, irritation, exasperation, 
vexation, indignation, anger, displeasure, chag- 
rin; informal aggravation, ©they found him an an- 
noyance: nuisance, pest, bother, irritant, incon- 
venience. thorn in one’s flesh; infomial pain (in 
the neck), bind, bore, hassle; N. Amer. informal 
nudnik, burr in/under someone's saddle; 
Austral./NZ Informal nark. 

annoyed ► ed0edive irritated, cross, angry, 
vexed, exasperated, irked, piqued, displeased, 
put out. disgruntled, nettled, in a bad mood, in 
a temper. Informal aggravated, peeved, miffed, 
miffy, riled, hacked off, hot under the collar, 
Brit, informal narked, shirty; N. Amer. infomial teed 
off, ticked off, sore, bent out of shape; Austral./ 
NZ informal snaky, crook; archaic wroth. 

annoying ►•elective irritating, infuriating, 
exasperating, maddening, trying, tiresome, 
troublesome, bothersome, irksome, vexing, 
vexatious, galling; informal aggravating, pesky. 

annual ► ac(actlvt yearly, once*-year, year- 
long, twelve-month. 
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annually ► sdvtrb yearly, once a year, each 
year, per annum. 

annul ► vtfb declare invalid, declare null and 
void, nullify, invalidate, void; repeal, reverse, 
rescind, revoke; Law vacate; formal abrogate; ar- 
chaic recall. 

-opposites restore, enact, 
anodyne ►noun painkiller, painkilling drug. 

pain reliever, analgesic, narcotic. 

► adjective the conversation was anodyne: bland, in- 
offensive, innocuous, neutral, unobjectionable. 

anoint ►verb Qthe head of the infant was anoint- 
ed: smear/rub with oil; archaic anele. ©he was 
anointed and crowned: consecrate, bless, ordain; 
formal hallow. 

anomalous ► adjective abnormal, atypical, ir- 
regular. aberrant, exceptional, freak, freakish, 
odd, bizarre, peculiar, unusual, out of the or- 
dinary. 

-opposites normal, typical, 
anomaly ► noun oddity, peculiarity, abnormal- 
ity. irregularity, inconsistency, incongruity, ab- 
erration. quirk. 

anon ►adverb ( informal ) soon, shortly, in a little 
while, presently, before long, by and by; dated 
directly; poetic/ literary ere long. 

anonymous ►adjective Qan anonymous donor 
unnamed, of unknown name, nameless, incog- 
nito, unidentified, unknown; rare innominate. 
G an anonymous letter unsigned, unattributed. 
Q an anonymous housing estate: characterless, 
nondescript, impersonal, faceless. 

-opposites known, identified. 

anothor ►determiner Qhave another drink: one 
more, a further, an additional; an extra, a 
spare. G she left him for another man: a differ 
ent, some other, an alternative. 

-opposites the same. 

answor ►noun Qher answer was unequivocal: 
reply, response, rejoinder, reaction; retort, ri- 
poste; informal comeback. Qthe answer is 150: so- 
lution. key. Qa new filter is the answer solu- 
tion. remedy, way out. 

-opposites question. 

► verb O Steve was about to answer reply, respond, 
make a rejoinder, rejoin; retort, riposte. ©he 
has yet to answer die charges: rebut, refiite, de 
fend oneself against. Go man answering this de- 
scription: match, fit, correspond to, be similar 
to. ©we're trying to answer die needs of our audi- 
ence: satisfy, meet, fulfil, fill, measure up to. 
Of answer to die Commissioner report, work 
fbr/under, be subordinate, be accountable, be 
answerable, be responsible. 

■ answor somsons back respond cheekily 
to, be cheeky to, be impertinent to, talk back 
to, cheek; N. Arm. Informal sass. 

■ answor lor ©he wffl answer for his crime: pay 
for, be punished for, suffer for, make amends 
for, make reparation for, atone for. ©the gov- 
ernment has a lot to answer for. be accountable 
for, be responsible for, be liable for, take the 
blame for; informal take the rap for. 

answsrabli ►adjective accountable, respon- 
sible, liable; subject 

ant ►noun. See list at insect. 

— RELATED TERMS formic. 

antagonism ►noun hostility, friction, en- 
mity, antipathy, animus, opposition, dissen- 


sion, rivalry; acrimony, bitterness, rancour, re- 
sentment, aversion, dislike, ill/bad feeling, ill 
will; Brit, informal needle. 

-opposites rapport, friendship, 
antagonist ► noun adversary, opponent, 
enemy, rival; (antagonists) opposition, compe- 
tition. 

-opposites ally. 

antagonistic ►adjective ©he was antagonistic 
to the reforms : hostile, against, (dead) set 
against, opposed, inimical, antipathetic, ill- 
disposed, resistant, in disagreement; informal 
anti, ©an antagonistic group of bystanders: hos- 
tile, aggressive, belligerent, bellicose, pugna- 
cious; rare oppugnant. 

-opposites pro. 

antagonize ►verb arouse hostility in. alien- 
ate; anger, annoy, provoke, vex, irritate; Brit. 
rub up the wrong way; informal aggravate, rile, 
needle, rattle someone's cage, get someone's 
back up. get someone's dander up; Brit, informal 
nark, get on someone’s wick. 

-opposites pacify, placate, 
antocodont ► noun ©her antecedents have been 
traced: ancestor, forefather, forebear, progeni- 
tor, primogenitor, (antocadcnts) ancestry, 
family tree, lineage, genealogy, roots. Qthe gui- 
tar's antecedent: precursor, forerunner, prede- 
cessor. 

-opposites descendant. 

► adjective antecedent events: previous, earlier, 
prior, preceding, precursory; formal anterior. 
-opposites subsequent. 

antedate ►verb precede, predate, come/go 
before. 

antediluvian ►adjective © antediluvian ani- 
mals: prehistoric, primeval, primordial, primal, 
ancient, early, ©bis antediluvian attitudes: out 
of date, outdated, outmoded, old-fashioned, 
antiquated, behind the times. pass£. 
antelope ► noun. See list at deer. 
ante-room ►noun antechamber, vestibule, 
lobby, foyer. Architecture narthex. 
anthem ►noun hymn, song, chorale, psalm, 
paean. 

anthology ► noun collection, selection, com- 
pendium, treasury, miscellany; archaic garland, 
anticipate ►verb Qthe police did not anticipate 
trouble: expect, foresee, predict, be prepared 
for. bargain on. reckon on; N. Amer. informal fig- 
ure on. Q Elaine anticipated her meeting with WM: 
look forward to, await, lick one's lips over, 
©warden can’t always anticipate the actions of 
prisoners : pre-empt, forestall, second-guess; infor- 
mal beat someone to the punch, ©her plays an- 
ticipated her film work: foreshadow, precede, 
antedate, come/go before, 
anticipation ►noun ©my anticipation is that 
we wflf see a rise in rates: expectation, predic- 
tion. forecast Qher eyes sparkled with anticipa- 
tion: expectancy, expectation, excitement, sus- 
pense. 

■ In antlelpRtlofi of in the expectation of, in 
preparation for, ready for. 
anticlimax ►noun let-down, disappointment, 
bathos, comedown, non-event; disillusionment' 
Brit damp squib; Informal washout, 
antics ► plural noun capers, pranks, larks, high 
jinks, skylarking; Brit Informal monkey tricks. 


35 


antidote | aphorism 


antidote ►noun ©the antidote to t his poison : 
antitoxin, antiserum, antivenin. 0 laughter Is a 
good antidote to stress : remedy, cure, nostrum, 
antlpathotlc ►adjtctfvt hostile, against, 
(dead) set against, opposed, antagonistic, ill- 
disposed. unsympathetic; informal anti, down on. 
-opposites pro. 

antipathy ►noun hostility, antagonism, ani- 
mosity, aversion, animus, enmity, dislike, dis- 
taste. hatred, hate, abhorrence, loathing. 
-opposites liking, affinity, 
antiquated ► adjective outdated, out of date, 
outmoded, outworn, behind the times, old- 
fashioned, anachronistic, old-fangled, passe, 
demode; informal out of the ark, mouldy; N Amer. 
informal horse-and-buggy. mossy, clunky. 
-opposites modem, up to date, 
antique ► noun COLLECTOR’S item, period piece, 
antiquity, object of virtu, objet d'art. 

► adjective © antique furniture: old, antiquarian, 
collectable. 0 statues of antique gods: ancient, of 
long ago; poetic/ literary of yore. 0 antique work 
practices. See antiquated. 

-opposites modem, state-of-the-art. 
antiquity ► noun Q the civilizations of antiquity: 
ancient times, the ancient past, classical times, 
the distant past. 0 Islamic antiquities: antique, 
period piece, collector’s item. 0 a church of 
great antiquity: age. oldness, ancientness, 
antiseptic ►adjective Qan antiseptic substance: 
disinfectant, germicidal, bactericidal. 0 anti- 
septic bandages: sterile, aseptic, germ-free, un- 
contaminated. disinfected. 0 their antiseptic sur- 
roundings: characterless, colourless, soulless; 
clinical, institutional. 

-oppositbs contaminated. 

► noun disinfectant, germicide, bactericide, 
antisocial ►adjective Q antisocial behaviour, ob- 
jectionable. offensive, unacceptable, distaste- 
ful, disruptive; sociopathic. 0I’m feeling a bit 
antisocial: unsociable, unfriendly, uncommuni- 
cative, reclusive, misanthropic. 

antithesis ► noun (direct) opposite, converse, 
reverse, inverse, obverse, the other side of the 
coin; informal the flip side, 
antithetical ►adjoctivo (directly) opposed, 
contrasting, contrary, contradictoiy, conflict- 
ing. incompatible, irreconcilable, inconsistent, 
poles apart, at variance/odds; rare oppugnant. 
-oppositbs identical, like, 
anxiety ►noun Q his anxiety grew: worry, con- 
cern, apprehension, apprehensiveness, uneasi- 
ness, unease, fearfulness, fear, disquiet, dis- 
quietude, perturbation, agitation, angst, ner- 
vousness, nerves, tension, tenseness; infbmal 
butterflies (in one's stomach), jitteriness, 
twitchiness, collywobbles, jim-jams. 0an anx- 
iety to please: eagerness, keenness, desire. 
-opposites serenity. 

anxloua ►adjoctivo ©I’m anxious about her. 
worried, concerned, apprehensive, fearful, un- 
easy. perturbed, troubled, bothered, disturbed, 
distressed, fretful, agitated, nervous, edgy, un- 
quiet, on edge, tense, overwrought, worked up, 
keyed up, worried sick, with one's stomach m 
knots, with one's heart in one's mouth; informal 
uptight, on tenterhooks, with butterflies in 
one's stomach, like a cat on a hot tin roof, jit' 
tery, jumpy, twitchy, in a stew/twitter, all of a 
dither/lather, in a tizg/tizzy. het up; Brit informal 


strung up, windy, having kittens, in a (flat) 
spin, like a cat on hot bricks; N. Amer. informal 
antsy, spooky, squirrelly, in a twit; Auatral./HZ In- 
formal toey; dated overstrung. 0she was anxious 
for news : eager, keen, desirous, impatient. 
-opposites carefree, unconcerned, 
any ►determiner ©is there any cake left? some, a 
piece/part/bit of. 0it doesn't make any difference: 
the slightest bit of. a scrap/shred/jot/whit of, 
an iota of. 0 any Job will do: whichever, no mat- 
ter which, never mind which; informal any old. 

► pronoun you don't know any of my friends: a single 
one, (even) one; anyone, anybody. 

► adverb is your father any better? at all, in the 
least, to any extent, in any degree. 

anyhow ► adverb Q anyhow, it doesn't really mat- 
ter anyway, in any case/event, at any rate; 
however, be that as it may; N. Amer. Informal any- 
ways. 0her clothes were strewn about anyhow: 
haphazardly, carelessly, heedlessly, negligent- 
ly. in a muddle; informal all over the place; Brit 
informal all over the shop; N. Amer. Informal all over 
the lot. 

apace ► adverb (poetic/ literary) quickly, fast, 
swiftly, rapidly, speedily, briskly, without 
delay, post-haste, expeditiously. 

-opposites slowly. 

apart ►adverb ©the villages are two miles apart: 

AWAY/DISTANT FROM EACH OTHER. 0 Isabel Stood 
apart: to one side, aside, separately, alone, by 
oneself/itself, ©his parents are living apart: sep- 
arately. independently, on one's own. ©the 
car was blown apart: to pieces/bits, up; poetic/ 
literary asunder. 

■ apart from except for, but for, aside from, 
with the exception of, excepting, excluding, 
bar, barring, besides, other than; informal out- 
side of; formal save. 

apartment ►noun ©a rented apartment: flat, 
penthouse; Austral, home unit; N. Amer. informal 
crib. 0the royal apartments: suite (of rooms), 
rooms, living quarters, accommodation, 
apathetic ►adjective uninterested, indiffer- 
ent. unconcerned, unmoved, uninvolved, un- 
emotional, emotionless, dispassionate, luke- 
warm. unmotivated; informal couldn't-care-less; 
rare Laodicean. 

apathy ►noun indifference, lack of interest/ 
enthusiasm/concem, unconcern, uninterested- 
ness, unresponsiveness, impassivity, dispassion, 
dispassionateness, lethargy, languor, ennui, ac- 
cidie. 

-opposites enthusiasm, passion, 
apa ►noun primate, simian; monkey, technical 
anthropoid. See list at monkey. 

► varb he aped Barbara's accent: imitate, mimic, 
copy, do an impression of, inform a/ take off, send 
up; archaic monkey. 

apartura ► noun opening, hole, gap, slit, slot, 
vent, crevice, chink, crack, interstice; technical 
orifice, foramen. 

apax ►noun Qthe apex of a pyramid: tip, peak, 
summit, pinnacle, top, vertex, ©the apex of his 
career, climax, culmination, apotheosis; peak, 
pinnacle, zenith, acme, apogee, high(est) point. 
-RELATED TERMS apical. 

-opposites bottom, nadir, 
aphorism ► noun saying, maxim, axiom, 
adage, epigram, dictum, gnome, p rover b , saw, 
tag, apophthegm. 
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aphrodisiac ► noun LOVE potion, philtre. 

► Mgsctto EROTIC, sexy, sexually arousing. 

apiece ► advtrb each, respectively, per item; in- 
formal a throw. 

aplenty ► *fl«ctiv« IN abundance, in profusion, 
galore, in large quantities/numbers, by the 
dozen; informal a gogo. by the truckload. 

aplomb ► noun poise, self-assurance, self- 
confidence, calmness, composure, collected- 
ness, level-headedness, sangfroid, equilibrium, 
equanimity; informal unflappability. 

apocryphal badlactlvt fictitious, made-up. 
untrue, fabricated, false, spurious; unverified, 
unauthenticated, unsubstantiated. 

-opposites authentic. 

apologetic ► s^actlvt regretful, sorry, con- 
trite, remorseful, penitent, repentant; con- 
science-stricken, shamefaced, ashamed. 
-opposites unrepentant. 

apologia ► noun defence, justification, vindi- 
cation. explanation; argument, case. 

apologist ►noun defender, supporter, up- 
holder. advocate, proponent, exponent, propa- 
gandist, champion, campaigner. 

-opposites critic. 

apologize ►vtrb say sorry, express regret, 
be apologetic, make an apology, ask forgive 
ness, ask for pardon, eat humble pie. 

apology ► noun 0 1 owe you an apology: expres 
sion of regret, one's regrets; Austral (NZ informal 
beg-pardon; poetic/ literary amende honorable. 
Q(mformal) an apology for a flat: travesty, 
inadequate/poor example; mfonnal excuse. 

apoplectic ►■djoedvt (Informal) furious, en- 
raged, infuriated, incensed, raging; incandes- 
cent, fuming, seething; informal (hopping) mad. 
livid, as cross as two sticks, foaming at the 
mouth, fit to be tied; poetic/ literary wrathful. 

apostate ► noun dissenter, heretic, defector, 
turncoat; archaic recreant; rare tergiversator. 
-opposites follower. 

apostle ►noun Qthe twelve apostles: discIple, 
follower. See list. © the apostles of the Slavs: mis- 
sionary, evangelist, proselytizer. ©an apostle of 
capitalism: advocate, apologist, proponent, ex- 
ponent. promoter, supporter, upholder, cham- 
pion; N. Amer. booster. 



apotheosis ► noun culmination, climax, 
peak, pinnacle, zenith, acme, apogee, highest) 
point 

-oppositbs nadir. 

appal ►verb horrify, shock, dismay, distress, 
outrage, scandalize; disgust repel, revolt sick* 
en, nauseate, offend, make someone's blood 
run cold. 


appalling ► •djactivt 0 an appalling crime: 
shocking, horrific, horrifying, horrible, ter- 
rible, awful, dreadful, ghastly, hideous, horren- 
dous. frightful, atrocious, abominable, abhor- 
rent, outrageous, gruesome, grisly, monstrous, 
heinous, egregious. 0 (informal) your schoolwork Is 
appalling: dreadful, awful, terrible, frightful, 
atrocious, disgraceful, deplorable, hopeless, 
lamentable; informal rotten, crummy, pathetic, 
pitiful, woeful, useless, lousy, abysmal, dire; 
But informal chronic, shocking. 

apparatus ►noun Q laboratory apparatus: 
equipment, gear, rig, tackle, gadgetry; appli- 
ance, instrument, machine, mechanism, de- 
vice. contraption. ©the apparatus of government: 
structure, system, framework, organization, 
network. 

apparel ►noun (formal) clothes, clothing, gar- 
ments, dress, attire, wear, garb; mfonnal gear, 
togs, duds; Brit mfonnal clobber, kit; N Amer mfor- 
mat threads; archaic raiment, habit, habiliments. 

apparent ► adjtctivt Q their relief was aU too ap- 
parent: evident, plain, obvious, clear, manifest, 
visible, discernible, perceptible; unmistakable, 
crystal clear, palpable, patent, blatant, as plain 
as a pikestaff, writ large; informal as plain as the 
nose on one's face, written all over one's face, 
©his apparent lade of concern: seeming, osten- 
sible, outward, superficial; supposed, alleged, 
professed. 

-opposites unclear. 

apparently ►advorb seemingly, evidently, it 
seems/appears (that), as far as one knows, by 
all accounts; ostensibly, outwardly, on the face 
of it, so the story goes, so I'm told; allegedly, 
reputedly. 

apparition ►noun Qa monstrous apparition: 
ghost, phantom, spectre, spirit, wraith; vision, 
hallucination; informal spook; poetic/ literary phan- 
tasm, revenant, shade, visitant, wight; rare eido- 
lon. Qthe apparition of a strange man: appear 
ance, manifestation, materialization, emer- 
gence; visitation. 

appaal ► verb Q police are appealing for informa- 
tion: ask urgently/earnestly, make an urgent/ 
earnest request, call, make a plea, plead. 0 An- 
drew appealed to me to help them: implore, beg, 
entreat, call on. plead with, exhort, ask, re- 
quest, petition; formal adjure; poetic/ literary be- 
seech. Qthe thought of travelling appealed to me: 
attract, be attractive to, interest, take 
someone's fancy, fascinate, tempt, entice, al- 
lure. lure, draw, whet someone's appetite; infor- 
mal float someone's boat. 

>noun Qon appeal for help: plea, uigent/eamest 
request, entreaty, ciy, call, petition, supplica- 
tion, cri de coeun rare obsecration. O the cultural 
appeal of the island: attraction, attractiveness, 
allure, charm; fascination, magnetism, drawing 
power, pull, ©the court allowed die appeal: re- 
trial, reexamination. 

appealing ►adpeth* attractive, engaging, al- 
luring, enchanting, captivating, bewitching, 
fascinating, tempting, enticing, seductive, irre- 
sistible, winning, winsome, charming, desir- 
able; Bit Infonnal tasty; dated taking. 

-opposites disagreeable, off-putting. 

appear ►vwb 0a doud of dust appeared on the 
horizon: become visible, come into view/sight, 
materialize, pop up. QfimdamenUd dif feren c es 
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were beginning to appear, be revealed, emerge, 
surface, manifest itself, become apparent/ 
evident, come to light; arise, crop up. ©(fofor- 
mal) BUI still hadn't appeared: arrive, turn up, put 
in an appearance, come, get here/there; informal 
show (up), pitch up, fetch up, roll in, blow in. 
©they appeared to be completely devoted: seem, 
look, give the impression, come across as, 
strike someone as. ©the paperback edition didn't 
appear for two years: become available, come on 
the market, go on sale, come out, be pub- 
lished, be produced, ©he appeared on Broadway. 
perform, play, act. 

-opposites vanish. 

appearance ►noun ©her dishevelled appear- 
ance: look(s), air. aspect, mien, ©an appearance 
of respectability: impression, air, (outward) show; 
semblance, facade, veneer, front, pretence, 
©the sudden appearance of her daughter, arrival, 
advent, coming, emeigence, materialization, 
©the appearance of these symptoms: occurrence, 
manifestation, development 
appease ►verb ©an attempt to appease his 
critics: conciliate, placate, pacify, propitiate, 
reconcile, win over; informal sweeten. ©I'd 
wasted a lot of money to appease my vanity: sat 
isfy. fulfil, gratify, indulge; assuage, relieve, 
take the edge off. 

-opposites provoke, inflame, 
appeasement ►noun ©a policy of appease- 
ment: conciliation, placation, pacification, pro- 
pitiation, reconciliation; peacemaking, peace 
mongering. © appeasement for battered con- 
sciences: satisfaction, fulfilment, gratification, 
indulgence; assuagement, relief. 

-opposites provocation. 

appellation ►noun ( formal) name, title, desig- 
nation. tag. sobriquet, byname, nickname, cog- 
nomen; informal moniker, handle; formal denom- 
ination. 

append ► verb ADO, attach, affix, tack on. tag 
on; formal subjoin. 

appendage ►noun Q l am not just an append- 
age to the family: addition, attachment, adjunct, 
addendum, appurtenance, accessoiy. ©a pair of 
feathery appendages: protuberance, projection; 
technical process. 

appendix ► noun supplement, addendum, 
postscript, codicil; coda, epilogue, afterword, 
tailpiece, back matter. 

appertain 

■ appertain to pertain to, be pertinent to, 
apply to. relate to. concern, be concerned with, 
have to do with, be relevant to, have reference 
to, have a bearing on, bear on; archaic regard, 
appetite ►noun ©a walk sharpens the appetite: 
hunger, ravenousness, hungriness; taste, pal- 
ate; rare edacity, ©my appetite for learning, crav 
ing, longing, yearning, hankering, hunger, 
thirst, passion; enthusiasm, keenness, eager- 
ness, desire; informal yen; archaic appetency, 
appetizer ►noun starter, first course, hors 
d’oeuvre, amuse-gueule, antipasto, 
appetizing ► Mfjectfvt ©an appetizing lunch: 
mouth-watering, inviting, tempting; tasty, deli- 
cious, flavoursome, toothsome, delectable; Infor- 
mal scrumptious, scrummy, yummy, moreish. 
©the least appetizing part cf election campaigns: 
appealing, attractive, inviting, alluring. 
-opposites bland, unappealing. 


applaud ►vsrb ©the audience applauded: clap, 
give a standing ovation, put one's hands to- 
gether; show one’s appreciation; informal give 
someone a big hand. O police have applauded the 
decision: praise, commend, acclaim, salute, wel- 
come. celebrate, express admiration for, ex- 
press approval of, look on with favour, approve 
of, sing the praises of, pay tribute to, speak 
highly of. take one's hat off to, express respect 
for. 

-opposites boo, criticize. 

applause ►noun ©a massive round cf applause: 
clapping, handclapping, (standing) ovation; ac- 
clamation. ©the museum's design won general ap- 
plause: praise, acclaim, acclamation, admir- 
ation, commendation, adulation, favour, appro- 
bation, approval, respect; compliments, accol- 
ades, tributes. 

appliance ►noun © domestic appliances: de- 
vice, machine, instrument, gadget, contraption, 
apparatus, utensil, implement, tool, mechan- 
ism. contrivance, labour-saving device; informal 
gizmo, mod con. ©the appliance of science: appli- 
cation, use, exercise, employment, implemen- 
tation, utilization, practice, applying, dis- 
charge. execution, prosecution, enactment; for- 
mal praxis. 

applicable ► adjectivt the laws applicable to the 
dispute: relevant, appropriate, pertinent, ap- 
purtenant. apposite, germane, material, signifi- 
cant. related, connected; fitting, suitable, apt, 
befitting, to the point, useful, helpful; formal ad 
rem. 

-opposites inappropriate, irrelevant. 

applicant ► noun candidate, interviewee, 
competitor, contestant, contender, entrant; 
claimant, suppliant, supplicant, petitioner, pos- 
tulant; prospective student/employee, job- 
seeker. job-hunter, auditioner. 
application ►noun ©an application for an 
overdraft: request, appeal, petition, entreaty, 
plea, solicitation, supplication, requisition, suit, 
approach, claim, demand, ©the application of 
anti-inflation policies: implementation, use. exer- 
cise, employment, utilization, practice, apply- 
ing, discharge, execution, prosecution, enact- 
ment; formal praxis, ©the argument is dearest in 
its application to the theatre: relevance, rele- 
vancy. bearing, significance, pertinence, apt- 
ness. appositeness, germaneness, importance, 
©the application of make-up: putting on. nibbing 
in, applying, ©an application to relieve muscle 
pain: ointment, lotion, cream, rub, salve, emol- 
lient, preparation, liniment, embrocation, 
balm, ungpent, poultice. © the Job takes a great 
deal of application: diligence, industriousness, in- 
dustry, assiduity, commitment, dedication, de- 
votion, conscientiousness, perseverance, per- 
sistence, tenacity, doggedness, sedulousness; 
concentration, attention, attentiveness, steadi- 
ness, patience, endurance; effort, hard work, 
labour, endeavour, ©a vector graphics applica- 
tion: program, software, routine, 
apply ►verb ©300 people appUed for the Job; put 
in an application, put in, tiy, bid, appeal, peti- 
tion, sue, register, audition; request, seek, so- 
licit, claim, ask. try to obtain, ©the Act did not 
apply to Scotland: be relevant, have relevance, 
have a bearing, appertain, pertain, relate, con- 
cern, affect, involve, cover, deal with, touch; be 
pertinent be appropriate, be significant ©she 
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applied some ointment: put on, rub in, work in, 
spread, smear. Qa steady pressure should be ap- 
plied: exert, administer, implement, use. exer- 
cise. employ, utilize, bring to bear. 

■ apply onasalf be diligent, be industrious, be 
assiduous, show commitment, show dedica- 
tion; work hard, exert oneself, make an effort, 
tiy hard, do one’s best, give one’s all, buckle 
down, put one's shoulder to the wheel, keep 
one's nose to the grindstone; strive, endeavour, 
struggle, labour, toil; pay attention, commit 
oneself, devote oneself; persevere, persist; infor- 
mal put one's back in it, knuckle down, get 
stuck in. 

appoint ►vtrb Qhe was appointed chairman: 
nominate, name, designate, install as, commis- 
sion, engage, co-opt; select, choose, elect, vote 
in; Military detail. Qthe arbitrator shall appoint a 
date for the meeting: specify, determine, assign, 
designate, allot, set, fix. arrange, choose, de- 
cide on. establish, settle, ordain, prescribe, de- 
cree. 

-opposites reject. 

appointed ► adjective O at the appointed time: 
scheduled, arranged, pre-arranged, specified, 
decided, agreed, determined, assigned, desig- 
nated. allotted, set. fixed, chosen, established, 
settled, preordained, ordained, prescribed, de- 
creed. 0 a well appointed room: furnished, dec- 
orated, outfitted, fitted out, provided, supplied, 
appolntmont ► noun Oa six o'clock appoint- 
ment: meeting, engagement, interview, arrange- 
ment, consultation, session; date, rendezvous, 
assignation; commitment, fixture; poetic/ literary 
tryst Qthe appointment of directors: nomination, 
naming, designation, installation, commission- 
ing. engagement, co-option; selection, choos- 
ing, election, voting in; Military detailing. Qhe 
held an appointment at the university; job, post, 
position, situation, employment, place, office; 
dated station. 

apportion ► verb share, divide, allocate, dis- 
tribute. allot, assign, give out, hand out. mete 
out, deal out dish out. dole out; ration, meas- 
ure out; split; informal divvy up. 

apposite ► adjective appropriate, suitable, fit- 
ting, apt, befitting; relevant, pertinent, appur- 
tenant. to the point, applicable, germane, ma- 
terial, congruous, felicitous; formal ad rem. 
-opposites inappropriate, 
appraisal ► noun ©an objective appraisal of 
the book assessment, evaluation, estimation, 
judgement, rating, gauging, sizing up, sum- 
ming-up, consideration. 0 a free insurance ap- 
praisal: valuation, estimate, estimation, quota- 
tion, pricing; survey. 

appralso ► verb ©they appraised their handi- 
work assess, evaluate, judge, rate, gauge, re- 
view. consider, informal size up. 0his goods were 
appraised at £1,800: value, price, estimate, 
quote; survey. 

appreciable ► a«|ective considerable, sub- 
stantial, significant, sizeable, goodly, fair, rea- 
sonable, marked; perceptible, noticeable, vis- 
ible; Informal tidy. 

-opposites negligible. 

appreciate >vmb QVd appreciate your advice: 
be grateful, be thankful, be obliged, be in- 
debted, be in your debt, be appreciative. Qthe 
college appreciated her gready: value, treasure, ad- 


mire, respect, hold in high regard, think highly 
of, think much of. ©we appreciate the problems: 
recognize, acknowledge, realize, know, be 
aware of, be conscious of. be sensitive to. 
understand, comprehend; informal be wise to. 
©a home that will appreciate in value: increase. 
gain, grow, rise, go up. escalate, soar, rocket. 
-opposites disparage, depreciate, decrease. 

appreciation ► noun ©he showed his appreci- 
ation: gratitude, thanks, gratefulness, thankful- 
ness, recognition, sense of obligation. 0 her ap- 
preciation of literature: valuing, treasuring, ad- 
miration, respect, regard, esteem, high opin- 
ion ©an appreciation of the value of teamwork: 
acknowledgement, recognition, realization, 
knowledge, awareness, consciousness, under- 
standing. comprehension, ©the appreciation of 
the franc against the pound: increase, gain, 
growth, rise, inflation, escalation. Qan appreci- 
ation of the professor’s work: review, critique, 
criticism, critical analysis, assessment, evalu- 
ation. judgement, rating; Brit. Informal crit. 
-opposites ingratitude, unawareness, depreci- 
ation. decrease. 

appreciative ► adjective ©we are appreciative 
of all your efforts: grateful, thankful, obliged, 
indebted, in someone’s debt. Qan appreciative 
audience: supportive, encouraging, sympathetic, 
responsive; enthusiastic, admiring, approving, 
complimentaiy. 

-opposites ungrateful, disparaging. 

apprehend ► verb ©the thieves were quickly ap- 
prehended: arrest, catch, capture, seize; take 
prisoner, take into custody, detain, put in jail, 
put behind bars, imprison, incarcerate; informal 
collar, nab, nail, run in. pinch, bust, pick up. 
pull in, feel someone's collar; Bnt. informal nick, 
do. 0 they are slow to apprehend danger. apprecI' 
ate, recognize, discern, perceive, make out. 
take in. realize, grasp, understand, compre- 
hend; infomial get the picture; Brit infonnal twig, 
suss (out). 

apprehension ►noun ©he was filled with ap- 
prehension: anxiety, worry, unease, nervousness, 
nerves, misgivings, disquiet, concern, tension, 
trepidation, perturbation, consternation, angst, 
dread, fear, foreboding; informal butterflies, the 
willies, the heebie-jeebies. Qher quick apprehen- 
sion of their wishes: appreciation, recognition, 
discernment, perception, realization, grasp, 
understanding, comprehension, awareness. 
Qthe apprehension of a perpetrator, arrest, cap- 
ture, seizure; detention, imprisonment, incar- 
ceration; informal collar, nabbing, bust; Brit, infor- 
mal nick 

-opposites confidence. 

apprehensive ► adjective anxious, worried, 
uneasy, nervous, concerned, agitated, tense, 
afraid, scared, frightened, fearful; informal on 
tenterhooks. 

-oppositbs confident 

apprentice ►noun trainee, learner, proba- 
tioner, novice, beginner, starter, pupil, student; 

N. Arm. tenderfoot; informal rookie; N. Aim. Infor- 
mal greenhorn. 

-opposites veteran. 

apprenticeship ► noun traineeship, training 
period, studentship, novitiate; historical inden- 
tureship. 
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appriM ► verb inform, tell, notify, advise, 
brief, make aware, enlighten, update, keep 
posted; informal clue in, fill in, put wise, put in 
the picture. 

approach ► verb Qshe approached the altar. 
move TOWARDS, come/go towards, advance to- 
wards, go/come/draw/move nearer, go/come/ 
draw/move closer, near, close in, gain on; 
reach, arrive at. ©the trade deficit is approaching 
£20 million: border on, verge on. approximate, 
touch, nudge, get on for, near, come near to, 
come close to. Qshe approached him about leav- 
ing his job: speak to. talk to; make advances, 
make overtures, make a proposal, sound out, 
proposition. Qhe approached the problem in the 
best way: tackle, set about, address oneself to. 
undertake, get down to. launch into, embark 
on, go about, get to grips with. 

-oppositbs leave. 

► noun Qthe traditional British approach: method, 
procedure, technique, modus operandi, MO, 
style, way, manner; strategy, tactic, system, 
means, line of action. Qhe considered an ap- 
proach to the High Court: proposal, proposition, 
submission, application, appeal, plea, request. 
0 (deled) his approaches were repulsed: advances, 
overtures, suggestions, attentions; suit. Qthe 
dog barked at the approach of any intruder, ad- 
vance , coming, nearing; arrival, appearance; 
advent. Qthe approach to the castle: driveway, 
drive, access road, road, avenue; way. 

approachable ►adjective Q students found the 
staff approachable: friendly, welcoming, pleas- 
ant. agreeable, congenial, affable, cordial; obli- 
ging, communicative, helpful. Qthe south land- 
ing is approachable by boat: accessible, attain- 
able, reachable; informal get-at-able. 

-opposites aloof, maccessible. 

approbation ►noun approval, acceptance, 
endorsement, appreciation, respect, admir- 
ation. commendation, praise, congratulations, 
acclaim, esteem, applause. 

-opposites criticism. 

appropriate ► adjective this isn’t the appropriate 
time: suitable, proper, fitting, apt, right; rele- 
vant, pertinent, apposite; convenient, oppor- 
tune; seemly, befitting; formal ad rem; archaic 
meet. 

-opposites unsuitable. 

►verb Qthe barons appropriated church lands: seize. 
commandeer, expropriate, annex, arrogate, se- 
questrate. sequester, take over, hijack; steal, 
take; informal swipe, nab, bag; Bnt. informal pinch, 
half-inch, nick. Qhis images have been appropri- 
ated by advertisers: plagiarize, copy; poach, 
steal, ’borrow'; Informal rip off. ©we are appropri- 
ating funds for these expenses: allocate, assign, 
allot, earmark, set aside, devote, apportion. 

approval ►noun Q their proposals went to the 
ministry for approval: acceptance, agreement, 
consent, assent, permission, leave, the nod; 
rubber stamp, sanction, endorsement, ratifica- 
tion, authorization, validation; support, back- 
ing; Informal the go-ahead, the green light, the 
OK, the thumbs up. QUdy looked at him with ap- 
proval: approbation, appreciation, favour, lik- 
ing, admiration, regard, esteem, respect, praise. 
Owe wQl send you the goods on approval: trial, 
sale or return; BrfL Informal appro. 

-opposiTBS refusal, dislike. 


approvo ►verb Qhis boss doesn't approve of his 
lifestyle: agree with, hold with, endorse, sup- 
port. back, uphold, subscribe to. recommend, 
advocate, be in favour of, favour, think well of, 
like, appreciate, take kindly to; be pleased 
with, admire, applaud, praise. Qthe government 
approved the proposals: accept, agree to, consent 
to. assent to. give one's blessing to, bless, 
rubber-stamp, give the nod; ratify, sanction, 
endorse, authorize, validate, pass; support, 
back; informal give die go-ahead, give the green 
light, give the OK, give the thumbs-up. 
-opposites condemn, refuse. 

approximate ► adjective all measurements are 
approximate: estimated, rough, imprecise, in- 
exact, indefinite, broad, loose; N. Amor. Informal 
ballpark. 

-opposites precise. 

► vtfb this scenario probably approximates to the 
truth: be/come close to, be/come near to. ap- 
proach, border on. verge on; resemble, be simi- 
lar to, be not unlike. 

approximately ► adverb roughly, about, 
around, circa, round about, more or less, in the 
neighbourhood of. in the region of. of the 
order of, something like, give or take (a few); 
near to. close to, nearly, almost, approaching; 
Bnt getting on for; informal pushing; N. Amer. infor- 
mal in the ballpark of. 

-opposites precisely. 

approximation ►noun Qthe figure is only an 
approximation: estimate, estimation, guess, 
rough calculation; informal guesstimate; N. Amer 
informal ballpark figure, ©an approximation to the 
truth: semblance, resemblance, likeness, simi- 
larity. correspondence. 

appurtonancos ►plural noun accessories, 
trappings, appendages, accoutrements, equip- 
ment. paraphernalia, impedimenta, bits and 
pieces, things; informal stuff. 

a priori ► adjacttva a priori reasoning: theoretic- 
al. deduced, deductive, inferred, postulated, 
suppositional; scientific. 

-opposiTBS empirical. 

► adverb the results cannot be predicted a priori: the- 
oretically, deductively, scientifically. 

apron ► noun pinafore, overall; informal pinny. 

apropos ►proposition he was asked a question 
apropos his resignation: with reference to, with 
regard to, with respect to, regarding, concern- 
ing. on the subject of. connected with, about, 
re. 

► adjective the 9 word ‘conglomerate’ was decidedly 
apropos: appropriate, pertinent, relevant, appo- 
site, apt, applicable, suitable, germane, mater- 
ial 

-opposites inappropriate. 

■ apropos of nothing irrelevantly, arbitrar- 
ily, at random, for no reason, illogically. 

apt ►adjective Q a very apt description cf how I felt. 
suitable, fitting, appropriate, befitting, rele- 
vant, applicable, apposite; Brit. Informal spot on. 
©they are apt to get a mite slipshod: inclined, 
given, likely, liable, disposed, predisposed, 
prone, ©on apt pupil: clever, quick, bright, 
sharp, smart, intelligent, able, gifted, adept, as- 
tute. 

-opposites inappropriate, unlikely, slow. 
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aptitude ►noun talent, gift, flair, bent, skill, 
knack, facility, ability, capability potential 
capacity, faculty, genius 

aquatic ►adjective marine, water, saltwater, 
freshwater, seawater, sea, oceanic, river, tech 
nical pelagic, thalassic 

aquaduct ► noun conduit, race, channel 


watercourse, sluice, sluiceway, spillway; bridge, 
viaduct 

aqulllna ►adjective hooked, curved, bent, an 
gular, beak-like 

arable ►adjective farmable, cultivable, culti- 
vatable, fertile, productive, fecund 
arachnid ► noun See list 
arbiter ► noun Qan arbiter between Moscow and 
Washington See arbitrator. Qthe great arbiter 
cf fashion authority, judge, controller, director 
master, expert, pundit 

arbitrary ►adjective Qan arbitrary decision ca 
pricious, whimsical, random, chance, unpre 
dictable, casual, wanton, unmotivated, motive 
less, unreasoned, unsupported, irrational, ll 
logical, groundless, unjustified @the arbitrary 
power of a prince autocratic, dictatorial, aut 
archie undemocratic, despotic, tyrannical, au 
thontanan, absolute, uncontrolled, unlimited, 
unrestrained 

-opposites reasoned, democratic 
arbitrate ►verb adjudicate, judge, referee, 
umpire, mediate, conciliate, intervene, mter 
cede, settle, decide, resolve, pass judgement 
arbitration ►noun adjudication, judgement 
arbitrament, mediation, mediatorship, concili 
ation, intervention, interposition 
arbitrator ► noun adjudicator, arbiter, judge 
referee, umpire, mediator, conciliator inter 
venor, intercessor, go-between 
arbour ►noun bower, alcove, grotto, recess 
peigola, gazebo 

arc ► noun the arc of a circle curve, arch, cres 
cent, semicircle half-moon, curvature convex 

ity 
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► verb I sent the ball arcing out over the river curl. 
curve; arch 

arcade ► noun Oa Classical arcade • gallery, col- 
onnade, cloister, loggia, portico, peristyle, stoa. 
Q(Bnt) she went to a cafe in the arcade: shopping 
centre, shopping precinct; N Amer plaza, mall, 
shopping mall. 

arcane ►adjective mysterious, secret, covert, 
clandestine; enigmatic, esoteric, obscure, ab- 
struse. recondite, recherche, impenetrable, 
opaque. 

arch 1 ► noun O a stone arch: archway, vault, 
span, dome. Qthe arch ofhts spine: curve, bow. 
bend, arc, curvature, convexity; hunch, crook. 

► verb she arched her eyebrows: curve, arc; raise. 

arch 2 ► adjective an arch grin: mischievous, teas- 
ing, saucy, knowing, playful, roguish, impish, 
cheeky, tongue-in-cheek. 

arch- ►combining form his arch-enemy: chief, 
principal, foremost, leading, mam, major, 
prime, premier, greatest; informal number-one. 
-opposites minor. 

archaic ► adjective obsolete, out of date, old- 
fashioned, outmoded, behind the times, by- 
gone, anachronistic, antiquated, superannu- 
ated, antediluvian, olde worlde, old-fangled; an- 
cient, old, extinct, defunct; Informal out of the 
arc; poatlc/ literary of yore. 

-opposites modem. 

archad ►elective vaulted, domed, curved, 
bowed; poabc/lltarary embowed. 

archar ►noun bowman. 

-ABLATED TEAMS tOXOphily. 


archetypal ► adjective quintessential, classic, 
most typical, representative, model, exemplary, 
textbook, copybook; stock, stereotypical, proto- 
typical. 

-opposites atypical. 

archetype ► noun quintessence, essence, 
typification, representative, model, embodi- 
ment, prototype, stereotype; original, pattern, 
standard, paradigm. 

architect ►noun Qthe architect of Durham 
Cathedral: designer, planner, draughtsman. See 
list. Qthe architect of the National Health Service: 
originator, author. creator, founder, (found- 
ing) father, engineer, inventor, mastermind; 
poetic/ literary begetter. 

architecture ►noun Qmodem architecture: 
building design, building style, planning, build- 
ing. construction; formal architectonics. See lists 
0 the architecture of a computer system: struc 
ture. construction, oiganization. layout, de- 
sign, build, anatomy, make-up; informal set-up. 

archive ►noun Qshe delved into the family arch- 
ives: records, annals, chronicles, accounts; pa- 
pers, documents, files; histoiy; Law muniments. 
Qthe National Sound Archive: record office, 
registry, repository, museum, chancery. 

► verb the videos are archived for foture use: file, log, 
catalogue, document, record, register, store, 
cache. 

arctic ► acflectlvi 0 Arctic waters: polar, far 
northern; poetic/ literary hyperborean; technical bor- 
eal. O arctic weather conditions: (bitterly) cold, 
wintry, freezing, frozen, icy, glacial, gelid, sub- 
zero, polar, Siberian. 
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-oppositbs Antarctic, tropical. 


► noun far north. North Pole, Arctic circle. 
-opposites Antarctic. 

ardent ► adjective passionate, fervent, zealous, 
wholehearted, vehement, intense, fierce; en- 
thusiastic, keen, eager, avid, committed, dedi- 
cated. 

-opposites apathetic. 

ardour ►noun passion, fervour, zeal vehe- 
mence, intensity, fire, emotion; enthusiasm, 
eagerness, gusto, keenness, dedication. 

arduous ► adjective onerous, taxing, difficult, 
hard, heavy, laborious, burdensome, strenuous, 
vigorous, back-breaking; demanding, tough, 
challenging, formidable; exhausting, tiring, 
punishing, gruelling; informal killing; Brit, informal 
knackering; archaic toilsome. 

-opposites easy. 

aroa ►noun Qon inner-city area: district, re- 
gion, zone, sector, quarter, locality, loode, 
neighbourhood, parish, patch; tract, belt; Infor- 
mal neck of the woods; Brit. Informal manor; N. 
Amor, informal turf. Q specific areas cf scientific 
knowledge: field, sphere, discipline, realm, do- 
main, sector, province, territory, line. ©th* 
dining area: section, space; place, room. Qthe 
area cf a circle: expanse, extent, size, scope, 
compass; dimensions, proportions. 

arana ►noun Qon ice-hockey arena: stadium, 
amphitheatre, coliseum; ground, field, ring, 
rink, pitch, court; N. Amor, bowl park; historical 
circus. 0 th* political arena: scene, sphere. 


realm, province, domain, sector, forum, terri- 
tory, world. 

argot ►noun jargon, slang, idiom, cant, par- 
lance. vernacular, patois; dialect, speech, lan- 
guage; informal lingo. 

arguable ►adjective o he had an arguable claim 
for asylum: tenable, defendable, defensible, sup- 
portable, sustainable, able to hold water, rea- 
sonable. viable, acceptable. 0it is arguable 
whether these routes are worthwhile: debatable. 
questionable, open to question, controversial, 
contentious, doubtful, uncertain, moot. 
-opposites untenable, certain, 
arguably ►adverb possibly, conceivably, feas- 
ibly, plausibly, probably, maybe, perhaps, 
argue ►verb Qthey argued that the government 
was to blame: contend, assert, maintain, insist, 
hold, claim, reason, swear, allege; Law depose; 
formal aver, represent, opine. Qthe children are 
always arguing, quarrel, disagree, row. squab- 
ble, fall out, bicker, fight, wrangle, dispute, 
feud, have words, cross swords, lock horns, be 
at each other's throats; informal argufy, spat; ar- 
chaic altercate. Qit is hard to argue the point: dis 
pute, debate, discuss, controvert, 
argument ►noun Qhe had an argument with 
Tony: quarrel, disagreement, squabble, fight, 
dispute, wrangle, dash, altercation, feud, con- 
tretemps. disputation, falling-out; informal tiff, 
slanging match; Brit informal row, barney. Q ar- 
guments for the existence of God: reasoning, justi- 
fication. explanation, rationalization; case, de- 
fence, vindication; evidence, reasons, grounds. 
0 (archaic) the argument of the book: theme, topic, 
subject matter; summary, synopsis, preds, gist, 
outline. 

argumentative ► adjective quarrelsome. 
disputatious, captious, contrary, cantankerous, 
contentious; belligerent, bellicose, combative, 
antagonistic, truculent, pugnacious; rare oppug- 
nant. 

arid ► adjective Qan arid landscape: dry, dried 
up, waterless, moistureless, parched, scorched, 
baked, thirsty, droughty, desert; barren, infer- 
tile. Qthis town has an arid, empty feel: dreary, 
dull. drab, dry, sterile, colourless, unstimulat- 
ing, uninspiring, flat, boring, uninteresting, 
lifeless. 

-opposites wet, fertile, vibrant, 
aright ►adverb (dated) correctly, rightly, right, 
all right; accurately, properly, precisely, per- 
fectly; informal OK. 

aria# ►verb Qmany problems arose: come to 
light, become apparent, appear, emerge, crop 
up, turn up, surface, spring up; occur; poetic/ 
literary befall, come to pass. Q injuries arising from 
defective products: result, proceed, follow, 
ensue, derive, stem, originate; be caused by. 
Q (formal) the beast arose: btano up, rise, get to 
one's feet, get up. 

aristoeracy ► noun nobility, peerage, gentry, 
upper class, ruling class, elite, high society, es- 
tablishment, haut monde; aristocrats, lords, la- 
dies, peers (of the realm), nobles, noblemen, 
noblewomen; Informal upper crust, top drawer, 
aristos; Brit, informal nobs, toffs. 

— oppositbs working dass. 
aristocrat ►noun nobleman, noblewoman, 
lord, lady, peer (of the realm), peeress, gran- 
dee; Informal aristo; Brit informal toff, nob. 
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-opposites commoner. 

aristocratic ► adjective Qan aristocratic fam- 
ily: noble, titled, upper-class, blue-blooded, 
high-born, well bom. elite; Brit, upmarket; infor- 
mal upper crust, top drawer, Bnt. informal posh; ar- 
chaic gentle. Qan aristocratic manner, refined. 
polished, courtly, dignified, decorous, gracious, 
fine, gentlemanly, ladylike; haughty, proud. 
-opposites working-class, vulgar. 

arm 1 ► noun Qthe arm of her Jacket: sleeve. 
Qan arm of the sea: inlet, creek, cove, fjord, 
bay, voe; estuary, firth, strains), sound, chan- 
nel. Qthe political arm of the group: branch, sec- 
tion. department, division, wing, sector, de- 
tachment. offshoot, extension. Qthe long arm of 
the law: reach, power, authority, influence. 

arm 2 ► verb Qhe armed himself with a revolver 
equip, provide, supply, furnish, issue, fit out. 
Qarm yourself against criticism: prepare, fore- 
arm. make ready, brace, steel, fortify. 

armada ► noun fleet, flotilla, squadron; poetic/ 
literary navy. 

armaments ► plural noun ARMS, weapons, 
weaponry, firearms, guns, ordnance, artillery, 
munitions, materiel. See lists at gun, projectile, 
weapon. 

armistice ► noun truce, ceasefire, peace, sus- 
pension of hostilities. 

armour ► noun protective covering, armour 
plate; histoncal chain mail, coat of mail, panoply. 
See list. 


Parts of a Suit of Armour 


basinet 

gauntlet 

pouldron 

beaver 

gorget 

potayn 

bracer 

greave 

rerebrace 

brassard 

habergeon 

sabaton 

breastplate 

hauberk 

saflet 

camall 

helmet 

solleret 

chausses 

Jambeau 

tasses 

coif 

lance rest 

vambtace 

corselet 

mail 

ventail 

coutere 

nasal 

visor 

cuirass 

neck guard 


cufsse 

nosepiece 



armoured * adjective armour-plated, steel- 
plated. ironclad; bulletproof, bombproof; re- 
inforced. toughened. 

armoury ► noun arsenal, arms depot, arms 
cache, ordnance depot, magazine, ammunition 
dump. 

arms * plural noun Qthe illegal export of arms: 
weapons, weaponry, firearms, guns, ordnance, 
artillery, armaments, munitions, materiel. See 
lists at gun, projectile, weapon. Qthe family 
arms: crest, emblem, coat of arms, heraldic de- 
vice, insignia, escutcheon, shield. See list at her 
aldry. 

-related terms heraldic. 

army ► noun othe invading army: armed force, 
military force, land force, military, soldiery, in- 
fantry, militia; troops, soldiers; archaic host. See 
lists at rank. Gan army of tourists: crowd, 
swarm, multitude, horde, mob, gang, throng, 
mass, flock, herd, pack. 

-rblatbd tbrms military, martial. 


aroma ► noun smell, odour, fragrance, scent, 
perfume, bouquet, nose; poetic/ Utomry redolence, 
aromatic * adjective fragrant, scented, per- 
fumed. fragranced. odoriferous; poetic /literary 
redolent. 

around ► adverb O there were houses scattered 
around: on every side, on all sides, throughout, 
all over (the place), everywhere; about, here 
and there. Qhe turned around: in the opposite 
direction, to face the other way, backwards, to 
the rear. Q there was no one around: nearby, 
near, about, close by. close (at hand), at hand, 
in the vicinity, at close range. 

* preposition Qthe palazzo is built around a court- 
yard: on all sides of. about, encircling, sur- 
rounding. Qthey drove around town: about, all 
over, in/to all parts of. 0 around three miles: a p 
proximately, about, round about, circa, rough- 
ly, something like, more or less, in the region 
of, in the neighbourhood of. give or take (a 
few); nearly, close to. approaching; Bnt getting 
on for, N Amer. informal in the ballpark of. 
arouse ►verb Qthey had aroused his suspicion: 
induce, prompt, trigger, stir up. bring out. kin- 
dle, fire, spark off, provoke, engender, cause, 
foster; poetic/ literary enkindle. Qhis ability to 
arouse the masses: stir up. rouse, galvanize, ex- 
cite, electrify, stimulate, inspire, inspirit, move, 
fire up. whip up. get going, inflame, agitate, 
goad, incite. Qhis touch aroused her. excite, 
stimulate (sexually), titillate; informal turn on. 
get going, give a thrill to, light someone’s fire. 
O she was aroused from her sleep: wake (up), 
awaken, bring to/round, rouse; Bnt. informal 
knock up; poetic/ literary waken. 

-opposites allay, pacify, turn off. 
arraign ► verb Qhe was arraigned for murder, in 
dict, prosecute, put on trial, bring to trial, take 
to court, lay/file/prefer charges against, sum- 
mons. cite; accuse of, charge with; N Amer. im- 
peach; informal do; archaic inculpate. Qthey bitter- 
ly arraigned the government: criticize, censure, at- 
tack, condemn, chastise, lambaste, rebuke, ad- 
monish, remonstrate with, take to task, berate, 
reproach; informal knock, slam, blast, lay mto; 
Bnt mfonnal slate, slag off. formal castigate, excori- 
ate. 

-opposites acquit, praise, 
arrange ► vtrb Qshe arranged the flowers: 
order, set out. lay out, array, position, dispose, 
present, display, exhibit; group, sort, organize, 
tidy. Qthey hoped to arrange a meeting: organize. 
fix (up), plan, schedule, pencil in. contrive, set- 
tle on. decide, determine, agree. Qhe arranged 
the piece for a full orchestra: adapt, set, score, or- 
chestrate. * 

arrangement ►noun Qthe arrangement of the 
furniture: positioning, disposition, order, pre- 
sentation. display; grouping, organization, 
alignment. Qthe arrangements for my trip: prep- 
aration, plan, provision; planning, ground- 
work. Qwe had an arrangement: agreement, 
deal, understanding, bargain, settlement, pact, 
modus vivendi. Qan arrangement of Beethoven’s 
symphonies: adaptation, orchestration, instru- 
mentation. 

arrant ► adjective what arrant nonsense I utter. 
complete, total, absolute, downright, outright, 
thorough, out-and-out, sheer, pure, unmiti- 
gated, unqualified; blatant, flagrant; Brit. Informal 
right 


array | artificial 
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array ►noun Qa huge array of cars: range, col' 
lection, selection, assortment, diversity, var- 
iety; arrangement, assemblage, line-up, forma- 
turn; display, exhibition, exposition. Qshe ar- 
rived in silken array: dress, attire, clothing, garb, 
garments; finely; formal apparel. 

► verb Qa buffet was arrayed on the table: arrange, 
assemble, group, order, range, place, position, 
set out, lay out, dispose; display. Qhe was ar- 
rayed in grey flannel: dress, attire, clothe, garb, 
deck (out), outfit, get up, turn out; archaic ap- 
parel, habit. 

arraars ► plural noun rent arrears: money owing, 
outstanding payments), debt(s), liabilities, 
dues. 

-opposites credit. 

■ In arrears behind, behindhand, late, over- 
due, in the red, in debt 

arrast ►verb Q police arrested him for murder. 
apprehend, take into custody, take prisoner, 
detain, put in jail; informal pick up, pull in, 
pinch, bust. nab. do, collar; Brit, informal nick. 
Qthe spread of the disease can be arrested: stop, 
halt, check, block, hinder, restrict, limit, in- 
hibit. impede, curb; prevent, obstruct; poetic/ 
literary stay. Q she tried to arrest his attention: at- 
tract. capture, catch, hold, engage; absorb, oc- 
cupy. engross. 

-opposites release, start. 

► noun Qa warrant for your arrest: detention, ap 
prehension, seizure, capture. 0 a cardiac arrest: 
stoppage, halt, interruption. 

arresting ►adjtctfvt an arresting image: strik- 
ing. eye-catching, conspicuous, engaging, im- 
pressive. imposing, spectacular, dramatic, 
breathtaking, awe-inspiring, dazzling, stun- 
ning; remarkable, outstanding, distinctive. 
-opposites inconspicuous, 
arrival ► noun Qthey awaited Ruth's arrival: com- 
ing, appearance, entrance, entry, approach. 
Q staff greeted the late arrivals: comer, entrant, 
incomer, visitor, caller, guest. Qthe arrival of 
democracy, emergence, appearance, advent, 
coming, dawn, onset, inauguration, origin, 
birth. 

-opposites departure, end. 
arrive ►verb Qmore police arrived: come, turn 
up. get here/there, make it. appear, enter, pre- 
sent oneself, come along, materialize; informal 
show (up), roll in/up, blow in, show one's face. 
0we arrived at Ms house: reach, get to. come to. 
make, make it to, gain, end up at; Informal wind 
up at Qthey arrived at an agreement: reach, 
achieve, attain, gain, accomplish; work out, 
draw up, put together, strike, settle on; Informal 
clinch. O the wedding finally arrived: happen, 
occur, take place, come about; present itself, 
crop up; poetic/IHetnry come to pass. Qquadraph- 
<my had arrived: emerge, appear, surface, dawn, 
be bom, come into being, arise. Q (Informal) their 
Rods Royce proved that they had arrived: succeed, 
be a success, do well, reach the top, make 
good, prosper, thrive; informal make it make 
one's mark, do all right for oneself. 

-opposites depart leave, 
arriviste ► noun social cumber, status seeker, 
would-be, self-seeker; upstart parvenu(e), vul- 
garian; (arrivistes) nouveau riche, new money; 
Informal gogetter. 

arrogant ►adHscte haughty, conceited, self- 
important egotistic, full of oneself, superior, 


overbearing, pompous, bumptious, imperious, 
overweening; proud, immodest; informal high 
and mighty, too big for one's boots, big- 
headed; rare hubristic. 

-opposites modest. 

arrogate ►verb assume, take, claim, appropri- 
ate. seize, expropriate, wrest, usurp, comman- 
deer. 

arrow ► noun Q a bow and arrow: shaft, bolt, 
dart; historical quarrel Qthe arrow pointed right: 
pointer, indicator, marker, needle, 
arsenal ► noun Q Britain's nuclear arsenal: 
weapons, weaponry, arms, armaments. 0 mu- 
tineers broke into the arsenal: armoury, arms 
depot, arms cache, ordnance depot, magazine, 
ammunition dump. 

arson ► noun incendiarism, pyromania; Brit. 
fire-raising. 

arsonist ►noun incendiary, pyromaniac; Brit. 
fire-raiser; internal firebug, pyro; N. Amer. informal 
torch. 

art ► noun Qhe studied art: fine art, artwork, de- 
sign. See lists. Qthe art of writing: skill, craft, 
technique, knack, facility, ability. Qshe uses art 
to achieve her aims: cunning, artfulness, slyness, 
craftiness, guile; deceit, duplicity, artifice, wiles. 

artery ► noun Oa coronary artery. See list at vein. 
0 the main arteries out of town: main road, trunk 
road, high road, highway, 
artful ► adjective sly, crafty, cunning, wily, 
scheming, devious. Machiavellian, sneaky, 
tricky, conniving, designing, calculating; 
canny, shrewd; deceitful, duplicitous, disin- 
genuous, underhand; informal foxy, shifty; archaic 
subtle. 

-opposites ingenuous. 

article ►noun Q small household articles: object, 
thing, item, artefact, commodity, product. 
Qan article in The Times : report, account, stoiy, 
write-up. feature, item, piece (of writing), col- 
umn. review, commentary. 0the crucial article 
of the treaty: clause, section, subsection, point, 
item, paragraph, division, subdivision, part, 
portion. 

articulate ► adjective an articulate speaker, elo- 
quent. fluent, effective, persuasive, lucid, ex- 
pressive. silver-tongued; intelligible, compre- 
hensible, understandable. 

-opposites unintelligible. 

► verb they were unable to articulate their emotions: 
express, voice, vocalize, put in words, commu- 
nicate, state; air, ventilate, vent, pour out; 
utter, say, speak, enunciate, pronounce; informal 
come out with. 

articulated ► adjective hinged, jointed, seg- 
mented; technical articulate, 
artifice ► noun trickery, deceit, deception, du- 
plicity, guile, cunning, artfulness, wiliness, 
craftiness, slyness, diicaneiy; fraud, fraudu- 
lence. 

artificial ►adjective Q artificial flowers: syn- 
thetic, fake, imitation, mock, ersatz, substi- 
tute, replica, reproduction; man-made, manu- 
factured, fabricated; plastic, informal pretend. 
Qan artificial smBe insincere, feigned, false, 
unnatural, contrived, put-on. exaggerated, 
forced, laboured, strained, hollow; Informal pre- 
tend, phoney. 

-opposites natural, genuine. 
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Art Deco 
ArtNMMMU 
ArttFMN* 
Arts and Craft* 



Ashcati School 


as****** 
Suttwo School 
baroque 
BtMWt ftffftlf 
Bloomsbury Group 
Mir at 
Camded School 


conceptual «rt 
concrete art 
COWWipW 


Dada 

Pimjfrf school 
oestgi 
Huston Road 




figurative art 

diuiAgiAlfekA. m n m fi 

riwwiii«nv SQNMf 

folk art 
futurism 
ynndflMMMV 
Group of Seven 
High RiMlMMttifl 
hnpnssskiRlseB 
International GotMc 


ait nest scnooi 
sodatot reafism 
soda! realism 
Sturm und Drang 


Junk art 
I r inirt l r art 

VIO WHlb Or% 

land art 
magic maKim 


Synchiombm 


» , IL * ■ trlinnl 

wwww* SCtmw 
Vaoatianidtool 



artistry ► noun creative skill, creativity, art, 
skill, talent genius, brilliance flair, profi 
aency, virtuosity finesse style, craftsmanship, 
workmanship 

artless ► idjeetivt natural, ingenuous, naive 
simple, innocent childlike guileless candid 
open, sincere, unaffected 
-opposites scheming 


•WWpnJfSHi pRKIDlIJ VwOCUfrf 

mMraafem 


artlllary ►noun ordnance, (big) guns can 
non(s). cannomy 

artisan ► noun craftsman, craftswoman, 
craftsperson, skilled worker, techmcian, smith 
wnght, journeyman, archaic artificer 
artist ►noun Oo Belfast mural artist painter, 
drawer, illustrator, sketcher. designer, creator, 
originator, producer, old master See list @ the 
surgeon is an artist with the knife expert, master, 
maestro, past master, virtuoso, genius, informal 
pro, ace, Brit Informal dab hand 
— opposites novice 

artist# ► noun entertainer, performer, show 
man. artist, player, musician, singer, dancer, 
actor, actress, star 

artistic ►a^oetlvo ®he's very artistic creative, 
imaginative, inventive, expressive, sensitive, 
perceptive, discerning O artistic dances aes- 
thetic, aesthetically pleasing, beautiful, attract 
ive. fine, decorative, ornamental, tasteful, styl- 
ish, elegant, exquisite 
-opposites unimaginative, inelegant 


as ►conjunction Qshi saw him as he disappeared 
while, just as even as, just when, at the time 
that, at the moment that Owe all felt as Frank 
did in the (same) way that, the (same) way. in 
formal like Odo as you re told what, that which 
©they were free, as the case had not been proved 
because, since, seeing that/as, m view of the 
fact that, owing to the fact that, informal on ac 
count of, poetic/ literary for O try as she did, she 
couldn't smile though, although, even though, 
m spite of the fact that, despite the fact that, 
notwithstanding that, for all that, albeit, how 
ever 0 relatively short distances, as Pans to Lyons 
such as, like, for instance, for example, eg 
®J'm away a lot, as you know which, a fact 
which 

► preposition O he was dressed as a poheeman like, 
in the guise of, so as to appear to be ©I'm 
speaking to you as your friend in the role of. 
being, acting as 

■ as for/as to concerning, with respect to, on 
the subject of, m the matter of, as regards, 
with regard to. regarding, with reference to, re. 
m re, apropos. vis4-vis 

sss It wore so to speak, m a manner of 
speaking, to some extent, so to say. Informal sort 
of 
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Artists 

Set oko sculptors. 

Alters, Josef (American, b. In 
Germany) 

Attston, VVhlngton (American) 
Alma-Tadema. Laurence (British, 
b. In the Netherlands) 
Altdorfer. Albrecht (German) 
Angelico, Fra (Italian) 

Annigoni, Metro (Italian) 

ApeHes (Greek) 

Appel. Karel (Dutch) 

Arp. Jean (French) 

Bacon. Frauds (Irish) 

Bakst, lion (Russian) 
Hanoiommeo, rre ^nwn) 
BaseMtz. Georg (German) 
Beardsley, Aubrey (Englfeh) 
Beckmann, Max (German) 

Belt, Vanessa (Engfedi) 

BeM, Gentile (Rattan) 

BeM, Gkwennl (Italian) 

BeBkil, Jacopo (Ratal) 

Beuys, Joseph (German) 

Bewick. Thomas (English) 

Blake, VMa^Gng&O 
Bonnard, Pierre (French) 

Bosch. Hi ero ny mu s (Dutch) 
Sandro (Italian) 
Boucher, Frengols (French) 
Boudin, Eugene (French) 

Boyd, Arthur (Australian) 

Braque, Georges (French) 
Bronzino. Agnolo (ItaBan) 
Brouwer, Adriaen (Flemish) 
Brown, Ford Madox (English) 
Bruegel the Elder, Pieter (Flemish) 
Bruegel the Younger, Pieter 
(Flemish) 

Bruegel, Jan (Flemish) 

Buffet, Bernard (French) 
Burne-Jones, Edward (English) 
Burra. Edward (English) 

Caktecot, Edward (English) 
Canaletto (Antonio Canale; Italian) 
cjeivaggio, imaievangeiD wwim 
da (Mm) 

vJfp#CCIO t V1C10IC (fltfwlj 

C arnd j ft nirtba ht (itsHan) 
wamngron, nova tengasnj 
Cassatt; Mary (American) 

Cdzarme, Foul (French) 

ChagaK, Mart (French, b. M 


Chirico, Giorgio de (Rattan, b. in 
C Met) 


i Ifrrrtlot (ffeinft fiat fit: 
French) i 

PBNI7 

genet baiTiVr 
aoo^fr**o^(Ff*rjd 



Cranach* Lucas (German) 

Dome, John (English) 

CruJksbank, George (English) 
Dadd, Richard (English} 

DaB, Salvador (Spanish) 
Daubigny, Charles Francois 
(French) 

Daumier, Honor* (French) 

David, Jacques'Loufe (French) 
Degas. Edgar (French) 
de Hooch, Pieter (Dutch) 
de Kooning, WWem (American) 
Delacroix, Eugtne (French) 
Delaunay, Robert (French) 
Delvaux, Paul (Belgian) 

Denis, Maurice (French) 

Derain, Andr* (French) 

Dix, Otto (German) 

Dobell, Wlttam (Australian) 
Diysdale, Russefl (Australian) 
Dubuffet, Jean (French) 

Duccio (Rattan) 

Duchamp, Marcel (American, b in 
France) 

Dufy, Raoul (French) 

DOrer, Albrecht (German) 

Eakfns, Thomas ( American) 

El Greco (Spanish, b. in Crate) 
Ensor, James (Belgian) 

Ernst, Max (German) 

Eschar, M. C (Dutch) 

Exekias (Athenian) 

Fantfn-Utour, Henri (French) 
Fragonard, Jean-Honor* (French) 
FTeud. Lucian (English) 

Friedrich. Caspar (German) 

Frith, WRBam (English) 

Fused, Henry (British, b. In 


Gaddi, Taddeo (itattaA) 
Gainsborough, Thomas (English) 
Gauguin. Paul (French) 

GentRe da Fabriano (Radian) 
GdricauR. Thtodore (French) 
Ghirlandaio, Domenico (Italian) 

> 


Goes, Hugo van der (Flemish) 
Gorky. Arahtta (American, b. In 
Turkey) 

Goya, Francisco (Spanish) 
Grant, Dtmc*i (Scottish* t 
Gre e naway . Kate (Engflsh) * 
Greuzfc teaMkwtista (Famch) 
Cite, Juki 

Gnu. Canto, (Gmnw4 

mSssr* 

ZXtSSSff 

> Tokitaro; 


vjSJE? IdiSBILiA 



Hokusai, Katsushika (Japanese) 
Holbein the Younger, Hahs 
(German) 

Homer, Winslow (American) 
Hopper, Edward (American) 

Hunt, Hohnen (English) 

Ingres, Jean Auguste Dominique 
(French) 

John, Augustus (English) 

John, Gwen (Welsh) 

Johns, Jasper (American) 

Johnson, Cornelius (Dutch, b. in 
England) 

Kandinsky, Wassily (Russian) 
Kauffmann, Angelica (Swiss) 
Kiefer, Anselm (German) 

Kfochner, Ernst (German) 

Kitaj. R B. (American) 

Idee, Paul (Swiss) 

Klein, Yves (French) 

Klimt, Gustav (Austrian) 

Klinger, Max (German) 

Kokoschka, Oskar (Austrian) 
Landseer, Edwin (English) 

La Tour. Georges de (Fhench) 
Laurencin, Marie (French) 
Lawrence, Thomas (English) 
Lebrun, Charles (French) 
tiger, Fernand (French) 

Leighton. Frederick (English) 

Lely, Peter (Dutch) 

Leonardo da Vlnd (Rattan) 

Le Part, Julio (Argentinian) 
Lichtenstein, Roy (American) 
Lindsay, Norman (Australian) 

UppL Fittpptno (Rattan) 

UppL Fra Filippo (Rattan) 
long, Richard (English) 

Lotto, Lorenzo (Rattan) 

Lowry, L 1 (English) 

Lucas van Leyden (Dutch) 

IKIum. I—— /Fl .(wliii 1 

MVDUse,jan (nemtenj 
Macke, August (German) 

Magritte, Ren* (Belgian) 

Malevich, KnUMr (Russian) 

Manet, Edouard (French) 
Mantegna, Andrea (Italian) 

Martini. Simone (Italian) 

Masacdb (Rattan) 

Masson, Andr* (French) 

fvwusav, rmn 

wohubsps totfonamrofineiwnr 
Mttate, tohn Everett (Enoltsh) 

fifhdaibNiO) tkd* (Mhifrrtam, It 
to Hungary) 
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Artists <«wt) 

We hohon.Ben(lo^Wi) 
Notan. Sidney (AuttraSm) 
Nokfc.EmB(Ctarm«i) 
OUMfb, Cautft{Mi«lcm} 
Optejo hqEttfe fc) . 
OrcagM^ntaV) 

Ostade, Aiktacn van ( 



faotanl.EdMNta( 
P an n lg lan ln o(Mwn) 
Prarart, Vktor (GfgKitt) 
Fachstcln*Mw(CenMn) 

Picasso, Wbte(Sp*nWi) 

Ptaro defa PrtncMc* (Italian) 
Ptj*r, John (Enulbh) 
mfVHii QOVMMpNM} 
l) 


FoNecfc, Jackson (American) 
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Radcham, Arthur (English) 
Raeburn. Hemy (Scottish) 
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Raphael (Italian) 

Rauschenberg. Robert (American) 
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Reynolds, Joshua (English) 
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Sarto, Andrea del (kaftan) 

Schiele, Egon (Austrian) 

Schnabel, Julian (American) 
$chwmeir»,"Kurt (German) 

Sesshu (Japanese) 

Seurat. Georges (French) 

Sickert Walter (English) 

Signac, Paul (French) 

Signore#!, Luca (Italian) 

Siqueiros. David Alfaro (Mexican) 
Sisley, Alfred (French) 

Soutine, Chaim (French) 
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SteRa, Frank (American) 

Steer. PhWp Wilson (English) 
Stubbs, C^orge (English) 
Sutherland, Graham (English) 
Tanguy, Was (French) 

Tenters, David (Flemish) 

Tiepolo, Giovanni Battista (Italian) 
Tintoretto (Italian) 

Titian (Italian) 
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Warhot Andy (American) 
Watteau, Antoine (French) 
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Weyden, Rogeir van der (Flemish) 
Whistler, James (American) 
Wttde, David (Scottish) 
Winterhalter. fmnz (German) 
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Zeuxis (Greek) 
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Zorn, Anders (Swedish) 

Zurbariki, Francisco d« (Spanish) 


■ as yat so far. thus far. yet. still, up till now. 
up to now 

ascend ►verb climb, go up/upwards, move 
up/upwards, rise (up); mount, scale, conquer; 
take to the air, take off. 

-opposites descend. 

ascendency ► noun dominance, domination, 
supremacy, superiority, paramountcy, predom- 
inance, primacy, dominion, hegemony, author- 
ity, control, command, power, rule, sovereign- 
ty, lordship, leadership, influence. 

-oppositbs subordination. 

ascendent ► adjective rising (in power), on 
the rise, on the way up. up-and-coming, flour- 
ishing. prospering, burgeoning. 

-oppositbs declining. 

ascent fr noun Qt he first ascent of the Matter- 
horn: climb, scaling, conquest Qa balloon as- 
cent: rise, climb, launch, take-off, lift-off. blast- 
off Qtht ascent grew steeper, (upward) slope, 
incline, rise, upward gradient, inclination, ac- 
clivity. 

-oppositbs descent, drop. 

ascertain ►verb find out, discover, get to 
know, work out, make out, fathom (out), learn, 
deduce, divine, discern, see, understand, com- 
prehend; establish, determine, verify, confirm; 
informal figure out; Brit informal suss (out). 

ascetic *adfoctfvs an ascetic tye: austere, self- 
denying, abstinent, abstemious, self-disdplined, 
self-abnegating; simple, puritanical, monastic; 
reclusive, eremitic, hermitic; celibate, chaste. 


-opposites sybaritic. 

► noun a desert ascetic: abstainer, puritan, recluse, 
hermit, solitary; fakir. Sufi, dervish, sadhu, 
mum; historical anchorite; archaic eremite. 
-opposites sybarite. 

ascribe ► verb attribute, assign, put down, ac- 
credit. credit, chalk up, impute; blame on, lay 
at the door of. connect with, associate with. 

ash* noun cinders, ashes, clinker. 

ashamed P adjective Qthe poor are made to feel 
ashamed: sorry, shamefaced, abashed, sheep- 
ish, guilty, contrite, remorseful, repentant, 
penitent, regretful, rueful, apologetic; embar- 
rassed, mortified. Ohe was ashamed to admit It. 
reluctant, loath, unwilling, disinclined, indis- 
posed. afraid. 

-oppositbs proud, pleased. 

ashen ► edjecttve pale, wan, pasty, grey, colour- 
less, pallid, white, waxen, ghostly, bloodless. 

ashore ►advtrb ON to (the) land, on to the 
shore; shorewards. landwards; on the shore, on 
(diy) land. 

aside ► advsrb Q they stood aside: to one sioe, to 
the side, on one side; apart, away, separately. 
Qthat aside, he seemed a nice man: apart, not- 
withstanding. 

Pnoun ' Her parents died,' said Mrs Manton in an 
aside: whispered remark, confidential remark, 
stage whisper; digression, incidental remark, 
obiter dictum, deviation. 

■ aikli from apart from, besides, in addition 
to, not counting, barring, other than, but (for). 
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excluding, not including, except (for), except- 
ing. leaving out, save (for), 
asinine * adjective foolish, stupid, brainless, 
mindless, senseless, idiotic, imbecilic, ridicu- 
lous, ludicrous, absurd, nonsensical, fatuous, 
silly, inane, witless, empty-headed; informal half- 
witted. dumb, moronic; Brit, informal daft; Scottish 
A N. English Informal glaikit 
-opposites intelligent, sensible, 
ask * verb Qhe asked what time we opened: en- 
quire. query, want to know; question, interro- 
gate, quiz. Qthey want to ask a few questions : put 
(forward), pose, raise, submit. Q don’t be q/raid 
to ask for advice: request, demand; solicit, seek, 
crave, apply, petition, call, appeal, sue. Q let’s 
ask them to dinner invite, bid, summon, have 
someone over/round. 

-opposites answer. 

askanca ► adverb they look askance at anything 
foreign: suspiciously, sceptically, cynically, mis- 
trustfully, distrustfully, doubtfully, dubiously; 
disapprovingly, contemptuously, scornfully, 
disdainfully. 

-oppositbs approvingly. 

askew * adjective crooked, lopsided, tilted, an- 
gled, at an angle, skew, skewed, slanted, 
aslant, awry, squint, out of true, to/on one 
side, uneven, off-centre, asymmetrical; informal 
cock-eyed, wonky; Brit, informal skew-whiff. 
-opposites straight. 

asleep ► adjective Qshe was asleep in bed: sleep- 
ing, in a deep sleep, napping, catnapping, doz- 
ing. drowsing; informal snoozing, dead to the 
world; Brit, informal kipping; humorous in the land 
of Nod; poetic /literary slumbering, ©my legs 
asleep: numb, with no feeling, numbed, be- 
numbed, dead, insensible, insensate, unfeeling. 
-opposites awake. 

aspect ► noun ©the photos depict every aspect of 
life: feature, facet, side, characteristic, particu- 
lar, detail; angle, slant, ©his face had a sinister 
aspect: appearance, look, air, cast. mien, de- 
meanour, expression; atmosphere, mood, qual- 
ity, ambience, feeling, ©a summer house with a 
southern aspect: outlook, view, exposure; situ- 
ation. position, location, ©the front aspect of the 
hotel: face, elevation, facade, side, 
asperity ►noun harshness, sharpness, abra- 
siveness, severity, acerbity, astringency, tart- 
ness. sarcasm. 

aspersions ►plural noun vilification, dispar- 
agement denigration, defamation, condemna- 
tion, criticism, denunciation, slander, libel, cal- 
umny; slurs, smears, insults, slights; informal 
mud-slinging, bad-mouthing; Brit, informal slag- 
ging off; formal castigation, 
seast aspersions on vilify, disparage, deni- 
grate, defkme, run down, impugn, belittle, 
criticize, condemn, decry, denounce, pillory; 
malign, slander, libel, discredit; informal pull 
apart, throw mud at, knock, bad-mouth; Brit In- 
formal rubbish, slate, slag off. 
asphyxiate ►verb choke (to death), suffo- 
cate, smother, stifle; throttle, strangle, 
aspiration ► noun desire, hope, dream, wish, 
longing, yearning; aim, ambition, expectation, 
goal, target 

aspire ►verb desire, hope, dream, long, yearn, 
set one's heart on, wish, want, be desirous of; 
aim. seek, pursue, set one’s sights on. 


aspiring ► adjective would-be, aspirant hope- 
fill, budding; potential, prospective, future; am- 
bitious, determined; Informal wannabe. 

SSS ► noun ©he rode on an ass: donkey, jackass, 
jenny; Scottish cuddy; Brit, informal moke, neddy. 
0 (informal) don’t be a sQly ass: fool, idiot, dolt, 
simpleton, imbecile; informal ninny, nincom- 
poop, dimwit, donkey, chump, halfwit, dum- 
dum. loon, jackass, cretin, jerk, nerd, fathead, 
blockhead, numbskull, dunce, dipstick, lame- 
brain, pea-brain, thickhead, woodenhead, pin- 
head. airhead, biidbrain; Brit, informal nitwit, 
twit, clot, plonker, berk, prat, pillock, wally, 
twerp, Charlie; Scottish informal nyaff, balloon, 
gowk; N. Amer. informal schmuck, bozo, turkey, 
goofball, putz, wiener, weeny; Austral.lNZ informal 
drongo, galah; dated tomfool, muttonhead. 
assail ► vtib ©the army moved in to assail the 
enemy: attack, assault, pounce on, set upon/ 
about, fall on, charge, rush, storm; informal lay 
into, tear into, pitch into, ©she was assailed by 
doubts: plague, torment, rack, beset, dog, 
trouble, disturb, worry, bedevil, nag, vex. 
©critics assailed the policy: criticize, censure, at- 
tack, condemn, pillory, revile; informal knock, 
slam; Brit, informal slate, slag off; formal castigate, 
assailant ► noun attacker, mugger, assaulter; 
rare assailer. 

assassin ► noun murderer, killer, gunman; 
executioner, informal hit man, hired gun; poetic/ 
literary slayer; dated homicide, 
assassinate ►verb murder, kill, slaughter; 
eliminate, execute; N. Amer. terminate; informal 
hit; poetic/ literary slay. 

assassination ► noun murder, killing, 
slaughter, homicide; political execution, elim- 
ination; N. Amer. termination; informal hit; poetic/ 
literary slaying. See list. 

assault ►verb Qhe assaulted a police officer, at- 
tack, hit. strike, punch, beat up, thump; pum- 
mel, pound, batter; informal clout, wallop, belt, 
clobber, bop, biff, sock, deck. slug, plug, lay 
into, do over, rough up; Austral, informal quilt; 
poetic/ literary smite. ©they left to assault the hill: 
attack, assail, pounce on, set upon, strike, foil 
on. swoop on, rush, storm, besiege, ©he first 
assaulted then murdered her. rape, sexually as- 
sault, molest, interfere with. 

► noun ©he was charged with assault: battery, vio- 
lence; sexual assault, rape; Brit, grievous bodily 
harm, GBH, actual bodily harm. ABH. ©an as- 
sault on the city, attack, strike, onslaught, offen- 
sive, charge, push, thrust, invasion, bombard- 
ment, sortie, incursion, raid, blitz, campaign. 

assay ► noun new plate was brought for assay. 
evaluation, assessment, appraisal, analysis, 
examination, tests, inspection, scrutiny. 

► verb gold is assayed to determine its purity, evalu- 
ate, assess, appraise, analyse, examine, test, in- 
spect, scrutinize, probe. 

assamMaga ►noun collection, accumula- 
tion, conglomeration, gathering, group, group- 
ing. cluster, aggregation, mass, number, assort- 
ment selection, array. 

assamMs ►verb ©a crowd had assembled: 
gather, collect get together, congregate, con- 
vene, meet muster, rally; formal foregather, 
©he assembled the suspects: bmnq/gall together, 
gather, collect round up. marshal, muster, 
summon; format convoke, ©how to assemble the 
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kite: construct, build, fabricate, manufacture, 
erect, set up. put/piece together, connect, join. 
-opposites disperse, dismantle. 

assembly ► noun Oan assembly of dockers: 
gathering, meeting, congregation, convention, 
rally, convocation, assemblage, group, body, 
crowd, throng, company; informal get-together. 
Qthe labour needed in car assembly: construc 
tion. manufacture, building, fabrication, erec- 
tion. 

assent ► noun they are likely to give their assent: 
agreement, acceptance, approval, approbation, 
consent, acquiescence, compliance, concur- 
rence. the nod; sanction, endorsement con- 
firmation; permission, leave, blessing; informal 
the go-ahead, the green light, the OK. the 
thumbs up. 

-opposites dissent, refusal. 

► vtrb he assented to the change: agree to, accept, 
approve, consent to, acquiesce in, concur in, 
give one*s blessing to, give the nod; sanction, 
endorse, confirm; informal give the go-ahead, 
give the green light give the OK. OK, give the 
thumbs up; formal accede to. 

-opposites refuse. 

assert ► verb Qthey asserted t hat all aboard were 
safe: declare, maintain, contend, argue, state, 
claim, propound, proclaim, announce, pro- 
nounce, swear, insist avow; formal aver, opine; 
ran asseverate. Owe find it difficult to assert our 
rights: insist on. stand up for, uphold, defend, 
contend, establish, press/push for. stress. 


■ assart onasalf behave/speak confidently, 
be assertive, put oneself forward, make one’s 
presence felt; informal put one's foot down. 

assertion ► noun Of questioned his assertion: 
declaration, contention, statement, claim, 
opinion, proclamation, announcement, pro- 
nouncement, protestation, avowal; formal aver- 
ment; rare asseveration. ©on assertion of the 
right to march: defence, upholding; insistence 
on. 

assertive ► adjective confident, self-confident, 
bold, decisive, assured, self-assured, self- 
possessed; authoritative, strong-willed, forceful, 
insistent, determined, commanding, pushy; in- 
formal feisty; dated pushful. 

-opposites timid. 

assess ►verb Qthe committee's power is hard to 
assess: evaluate, judge, gauge, rate, estimate, 
appraise, get the measure of, determine, weigh 
up, analyse; informal size up. Qthe damage was 
assessed at £5 billion: value, calculate, work out, 
determine, fix, cost, price, estimate. 

assessment ► noun Qa teacher’s assessment of 
the pupil’s abilities: evaluation, judgement, rat- 
ing, estimation, appraisal, analysis, opinion. 
Qsome assessments valued the estate at £2 million: 
valuation, calculation, costing, pricing, esti- 
mate. 

asset ► noun Qhe sees his age as an asset: bene 
fit, advantage, blessing, good point, strong 
point, strength, forte, virtue, recommendation, 
attraction, resource, boon, merit, bonus, plus, 
pro. Qthe seizure of all their assets: property, re- 
sources. estate, holdings, possessions, effects, 
goods, valuables, belongings, chattels. 
-opposites liability. 

assiduous ► adjective diligent, careful, me 
ticulous, thorough, sedulous, attentive, con- 
scientious. punctilious, painstaking, rigorous, 
particular, persevering. 

assign ►verb O a young doctor was assigned the 
task: allocate, allot, give, set; charge with, en- 
trust with. Oshe was assigned to a new post: ap 
point, promote, delegate, commission, post, 
co-opt; select for, choose for, install in; Military 
detail. Owe assign large sums of money to travel 
budgets: earmark, designate, set aside, reserve, 
appropriate, allot, allocate, apportion. Q he as- 
signed the opinion to the Prince: ascribe, attribute, 
put down, accredit, credit, chalk up, impute; 
pin on, lay at the door of. Qhe may assign the 
money to a third party: transfer, make over, 
give, pass, hand over/down, convey, consign; 
Law attorn, devise. 

assignation ►noun rendezvous, date, ap- 
pointment. meeting; poetic/ Marary tryst. 

assignment ►noun Ql’m going to finish this 
assignment tonight, task, piece of work, job, 
duty, chore, mission, errand, undertaking, ex- 
ercise, business, endeavour, enterprise; project, 
homework. Qthe assignment of tasks : alloca- 
tion, allotment, issuance, designation; sharing 
out, apportionment, distribution, handing out, 
dispensation. ©the assignment of property. 
transfer, making over, giving, h a n di n g down, 
consignment; Law conveyance, devise, attorn- 
ment 

asslmllat# ► veib Qthe amount of information 
he can assimilate: absorb, take in. acquire, pick 
up, grasp, comprehend, understand, learn. 
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master, digest, ingest. Qmany tribes were assimi - 
fated by Turkic peoples: subsume, incorporate, in- 
tegrate, absorb, engulf, acculturate; co-opt, 
adopt, embrace, admit. 

assist ► verb QI spend my time assisting the chef. 
help, aid. abet, lend a (helping) hand to, oblige, 
accommodate, serve; collaborate with, work 
with; support, back (up), second; informal pitch 
in with; Brit, informal muck in with. © the ex- 
change rates assisted the firm's expansion: facili- 
tate. aid. ease, expedite, spur, promote, boost, 
benefit, foster, encourage, stimulate, precipi- 
tate, accelerate, advance, further, forward. 
—opposites hinder, impede. 

assistance ►noun help, aid, support, back' 
ing, reinforcement, succour, relief, interven- 
tion, cooperation, collaboration; a (helping) 
hand, a good turn; informal a break, a leg up. 
-opposites hindrance. 

assistant ►noun Qa photographer's assistant: 
subordinate, deputy, second (in command), 
number two, right-hand man/woman, aide, 
personal assistant, PA, attendant, mate, ap- 
prentice, junior, auxiliary; hired hand, hired 
help, helper, man/girl Friday; informal sidekick, 
gofer, Brit, informal dogsbody, skivvy. ©an assist - 
ant in die local shop: sales assistant, salesper- 
son, saleswoman/girl, salesman, server, check- 
out operator; seller, vendor; N. Amer. clerk; infor- 
mal counter-jumper; dated shop boy/girl. 

associate ►vwt Qthe colours that we associate 
with fire: link, connect, relate, identify, equate, 
bracket, set side by side. QI was forced to assort- 
ate with diem: mix, keep company, mingle, so- 
cialize. go around, rub shoulders, fraternize, 
consort, have dealings; N. Amer. rub elbows; infor- 
mal hobnob, hang out/around/round, be thick 
with; Brit, informal hang about. Qthe firm is associ- 
ated with a local charity: affiliate, align, connect, 
join, attach, team up, be in league, ally; meige, 
integrate, confederate. 

► noun his business associate: partner, colleague, 
co-worker, workmate, comrade, ally, confeder- 
ate; connection, contact, acquaintance; .collab- 
orator. partner; informal crony; Brit, informal oppo; 
Austral./ NZ informal offsider. 

associated ► adjsctivs O salaries and associated 
costs: related, connected, linked, correlated, 
similar, corresponding; attendant, accompany- 
ing. incidental Q their associated company: affili- 
ated. allied, integrated, amalgamated, feder- 
ated, confederated, syndicated, connected, re- 
lated. 

-opposites unrelated. 

association ►noun Qa trade association: alli- 
ance, consortium, coalition, union, league, 
guild, syndicate, federation, confederation, con- 
federacy, conglomerate, cooperative, partner- 
ship, affiliation. Qthe association between man 
and environment, relationship, relation, inter- 
relation. connection, interconnection, link, 
bond, union, tie, attachment, interdependence, 
affiliation. 

assorted ►•cgoctha various, miscellaneous, 
mixed, varied, varying, diverse, eclectic, multi- 
farious, sundry; poetic literary divers. 

assortment ►noun mixture, variety, array, 
mixed bag, mix. miscellany, selection, medley, 
diversity, ragbag, pot-pourri, salmagundi, far- 
rago, gallimaufry, omnium gatherum. 


assuage ►vorb Qa pain that could never be as- 
suaged: relieve, ease, alleviate, soothe, miti- 
gate, allay, palliate, abate, suppress, subdue, 
tranquillize; moderate, lessen, diminish, re- 
duce. ©her hunger was quickly assuaged: satisfy, 
gratify, appease, fulfil, indulge, relieve, slake, 
sate, satiate, quench, check. 

-opposites aggravate, intensify. 

assume ► verb QI assumed he wanted me to 
keep the book: presume, suppose, take it (as 
given), take for granted, take as read, conjec- 
ture, surmise, conclude, deduce, infer, reckon, 
reason, think, fancy, believe, understand, 
gather; N. Amer. figure; archaic ween, ©he as- 
sumed a Southern accent: affect, adopt, imper- 
sonate, put on, simulate, feign, fake, ©the dis- 
ease may assume epidemic proportions: acquire, 
take on, come to have. Qthey are to assume 
more responsibility: accept, shoulder, bear, 
undertake, take on/up, manage, handle, deal 
with, ©he assumed control of their finances: seize, 
take (over), appropriate, commandeer, expro- 
priate, hijack, wrest, usurp. 

assumed ►adjective false, fictitious, invent- 
ed, made-up, fake, bogus, sham, spurious, 
make-believe, improvised, adopted; informal pre- 
tend. phoney; Brit, informal cod. 

-opposites genuine. 

assumption ►noun Qan informed assumption: 
supposition, presumption, belief, expectation, 
conjecture, speculation, surmise, guess, prem- 
ise, hypothesis; conclusion, deduction, infer- 
ence, notion, impression, ©her assumption of 
ease: pretence, simulation, affectation, ©the 
early assumption of community obligation: accept- 
ance. shouldering, tackling, undertaking. Qthe 
assumption of power by revolutionaries: seizure, ar- 
rogation, appropriation, expropriation, com- 
mandeering, confiscation, hijacking, wresting. 

assurance ►noun Qher calm assurance: self- 
confidence, confidence, self-assurance, self- 
possession, nerve, poise, aplomb, level- 
headedness; calmness, composure, sangfroid, 
equanimity; Informal cool, unflappability, ©you 
have my assurance: word (of honour), promise, 
pledge, vow. avowal, oath, bond, undertaking, 
guarantee, commitment, ©there is no assurance 
of getting one's money back: guarantee, certainty, 
certitude, surety, confidence, expectation. Qlife 
assurance: insurance, indemnity, indemnifica- 
tion, protection, security, cover. 

-opposites self-doubt uncertainty. 

assure ► verb Q we must assure him of our loyal 
support: reassure, convince, satisfy, persuade, 
guarantee, promise, tell; affirm, pledge, swear, 
vow. ©he wants to assure a favourable vote: en- 
sure, secure, guarantee, seal, clinch, confirm; 
Informal sew up. ©they guarantee to assure your 
hfe: insure, provide insurance, cover, indem- - 
nify. 

assured ►adjective Qan assured voice: confi- 
dent, self-confident, selfassured, self-possessed, 
poised, phlegmatic, level-headed; calm, com- 
posed, equanimous. imperturbable, unruffled; 
informal unflappable, together, ©an assured sap- 
pily of weapons: guaranteed, certain, sure, se- 
cure, reliable, dependable, sound; infallible, 
unfailing; Informal sure-fire. 

-opposites doubtful, uncertain. 

asteroid ►noun. See Ust. 
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astonish ^verb amaze, astound, stagger, sur 
pnse, startle, stun, confound, dumbfound, stu- 
pefy, daze, nonplus, take aback, leave open- 
mouthed. leave aghast, informal flabbergast, 
bowl over. Brrt informal knock for six 

astonished * adjective amazed, astounded 
staggered, surprised, startled, stunned, thun 
derstruck. aghast, taken aback, dumbfounded, 
dumbstruck, stupefied, dazed, nonplussed, 
awestruck, informal flabbergasted, Brit informal 
gobsmacked 

astonishing * adjective amazing, astounding, 
staggenng, surprising, breathtaking, remark 
able, extraordinary, incredible, unbelievable, 
phenomenal, informal mind-boggling 

astonlshmont ► noun amazement, surprise, 
stupefaction, incredulity, disbelief, speechless 
ness, awe, wonder 

astound ►verb amaze, astonish, stagger, sur 
pnse. startle, stun, confound, dumbfound, stu 
pefy, daze, nonplus, take aback, leave open- 
mouthed, leave aghast, informal flabbergast, 
bowl over, Bnt informal knock for six 

astounding ►adjective amazing, astonishing, 
staggenng. surpnsing, breathtaking, remark 
able, extraordinary, incredible, unbelievable, 
phenomenal, informal mind-boggling 

astray ► adverb O the shots went astray off tar 
get wide of the mark, awry, off course ©the 
older boys lead htm astray into wrongdoing, mto 
sm. mto iniquity, away from the straight and 
narrow 

astringent ►adjective Qthe lotion has an astnn 
gent effect on pores constricting, constnctive. 
contracting, styptic ©her astringent words se 
vere, sharp, stem, harsh, acerbic, acidulous. 


caustic, mordant, trenchant scathing, cutting, 
incisive, waspish, N Amer acerb 
astrology ► noun horoscopy, horoscopes, /we 
astromancy See list at zodiac 
astronaut ►noun spaceman/woman, cosmo- 
naut, space traveller, space cadet; N Amer infor- 
mal )ock See list 



Aldrin, Jr, Edwin 'Buzz* (American) 

Armstrong. NeU (American) 

Ceman, Eugene (American) 

Collins, Michael (American) * 

Gagarin. Yuri (Russian) 

Glenn, John (American) 

Leonov, Alexei (Russian) 

Lovell, James (American) 

Savitskaya, Svetlana (Russian) 

Shepard, Alan (American) 

Tereshkova, Valentina (Russian) 

astronomor ► noun. See list 

astronomical ►adjective O astronomical align 
ments planetary, stellar, celestial © {informal) 
the sums he has paid are astronomical huge, enor- 
mous. very large, prodigious, monumental, col- 
ossal, vast, gigantic, massive, substantial, con- 
siderable, sizeable, hefty, inordinate, informal 
astronomic, whopping, humongous, Bnt informal 
ginormous 
-opposites tiny 

astute ►adjective shrewd, sharp, acute, quick, 
clever, intelligent, bnght, smart, canny, intui- 
tive. perceptive, insightful, incisive, sagacious, 
wise, informal on the ball, quick on the uptake, 
savvy, Bnt informal suss, N Amer informal heads-up. 
rare argute 
-OPPOSITES stupid 

asunder ► adverb (poetic/ literary) the fabric of son 
ety may be tom asunder apart, up. m two, to 
pieces, to shreds 

asylum ► noun Q he appealed for political asylum 
refuge, sanctuary, shelter, safety, protection, 
security, immunity, a safe haven ©his father 
was confined to an asylum psychiatric hospital, 
mental hospital, mental institution, mental 
asylum, informal madhouse, loony bin, funny 


Airy. George (Eng**; 
Aristagtap of Semos (Greek) 
Beads* Water (American, b* in 
Germany) 
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Gassendi, Pierre (French) 
Grimaldi. Francesco (Italian) 
Hale, George (American) 

Maftpy* Edmond (English) 
Heodiei, Caroline (British, b. in 



Lockyer, Joseph (English) 

Love*. Bernard (ErHdhh) 

Messier, Cheries (French) * - 
Oort Jan Hendrik " 
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farm; N. Arm informal bughouse; dated lunatic 
asylum; archaic bedlam. 

asymmatrlcal ► •djsctfvt lopsided, unsym- 
metrical, uneven, unbalanced, crooked, awry, 
askew, skew, squint, misaligned; disproportion- 
ate, unequal, irregular, informal cock-eyed; Bnt in* 
formal skew-whiff, wonky. 

atheism ► noun non-belief, disbelief, unbelief, 
scepticism, doubt, agnosticism; nihilism. 

atheist ►noun non-believer, disbeliever, un- 
believer. sceptic, doubter, doubting Thomas, 
agnostic; nihilist; rare nullifidian. 

-opposites believer. 

athlete ►noun sportsman, sportswoman, 
sportsperson; Olympian; runner, N Amer Informal 
jock. 

athletic ►adjoctivt Qhis athletic physique: mus 
cular, musdy, sturdy, strapping, well built, 
strong, powerful, robust, able-bodied, vigorous, 
hardy, lusty, hearty, brawny, burly, broad- 
shouldered, Herculean; fit, in good shape, in 
trim; informal sporty, husky, hunky, beefy; 
poabcf literary thewy, stark. O athletic events: 
sporting, sports; Olympic. 

-opposites puny. 

athletics ► plural noun track and field events, 
sporting events, sports, games, races; contests. 
See list. 
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caber, tossing the 

marathon 
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rogn jump 
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atmosphere ►noun Qthe gases present in the 
atmosphere: air. sky, airspace; po&bc/ literary the 
heavens, the firmament, the blue, the azure, 
the ether. See list. Qthe hotel has a relaxed atmos- 
phere: ambience, air, mood, feel, feeling, charac- 
ter, tone, tenor, aura, quality, undercurrent, 
flavour, informal vibe. 





atom ►noun Qthey build tirty circuits atom by 
atom: particle, molecule, bit, piece, fragment, 
fraction. Qthere wasn't an atom cf truth in the al- 
legations: grain, iota, lot, whit, mite, scrap, 
shied, ounce, scintilla; Irish stim; informal 

wnMghp. 

afteae ►varb make amends, make reparation, 
make up for, compensate, pay, recompense, ex- 
piate. make good, offset; do penance. 


atrocious ► adjtctivt O atrocious cruelties: bru- 
tal, barbaric, barbarous, savage, vicious; 
wicked, cruel, nasty, heinous, monstrous, vile, 
inhuman, black-hearted, fiendish, ghastly, hor- 
rible; abominable, outrageous, hateful, disgust- 
ing, despicable, contemptible, loathsome, odi- 
ous, abhorrent, sickening, horrifying, unspeak- 
able, execrable, egregious. @the weather was 
atrocious: appalling, dreadful, terrible, very bad, 
unpleasant, miserable; Informal abysmal, dire, 
rotten, lousy. God-awful; Bnt informal shocking, 
chronic. 

-opposites admirable, superb, 
atrocity ► noun Q press reports detailed a number 
of atrocities: abomination, cruelty, enormity, out- 
rage, horror, monstrosity, obscenity, violation, 
crime, abuse. Q conflict and atrocity around the 
globe: barbarity, barbarism, brutality, savagely, 
inhumanity, cruelty, wickedness, evil, iniquity, 
horror. 

atrophy ►vorb Q muscles atrophy in microgravity: 
waste away, become emaciated, wither, shrivel 
(up), shrink; decay, decline, deteriorate, degen- 
erate, weaken. Qtiie Labour campaign atrophied: 
dwindle, deteriorate, decline, wane, fade, peter 
out. crumble, disintegrate, collapse, slump, go 
downhill. 

-opposites strengthen, flourish. 

► noun muscular atrophy: wasting, emaciation, 
withering, shrivelling, shrinking; decay, de- 
cline, deterioration, degeneration, weakening, 
debilitation, enfeeblement. 

-opposites strengthening, 
attach ►vorb o a lead weight is attached to the 
cord: fasten, fix, affix, join, connect, link, se- 
cure, make fast, tie, bind, chain; stick, adhere, 
glue, fuse; append. Qhe attached himself to the 
Liberal Party, affiliate, associate, align, ally. 
Unite, integrate, join; be in league with, form 
an alliance with. Qthey attached importance to 
research: ascribe, assign, attribute, accredit, im- 
pute. Qthe medical officer attached to HQ: assign, 
appoint, allocate, second; Military detail. 
-opposites detach, separate, 
attached ► adjsctivs QJ’m not interested in 
you— I'm attached: married, engaged, promised 
in marriage; going out, spoken for, involved; in- 
formal hitched, spliced, shackled, going steady; 
dated betrothed; formal wed, wedded; poeticjtiterary 
affianced; archaic espoused. Qshe was very at- 
tached to her brother, fond of, devoted to; informal 
mad about, crazy about. 

-opposites single. 

attachment ►noun Qhe has a strong attach- 
ment to Ms mother, bond, closeness, devotion, 
loyalty; fondness for, love for, affection for, 
feeling for; relationship with. Qthe shower had 
a massage attachment: accessory, fitting, fit- 
ment, extension, add-on, appendage. Qthe at- 
tachment cf safety r es t ra ints: fixing, fastening, 
linking, coupling, connection. Qhe was on at- 
tachment firm another regiment: assignment, ap- 
pointment, secondment, transfer; fttitoy detail 
Qhts friM/s Conservative attachment, affiliation. 
association, alliance, alignment, connection; 
links, ties, sympathies. 

att a ch ►m QChrts had been brutally attached: 
AdeAULt, assail set upon, beat ujk hottest, pum- 
mel punch; N. Amor, beat up on; informal do over, 
work over, tough up; Brit, maid duff up. Qtiie 
French had SHE hot attacked: strike, charge, 
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pounce; bombard, shell, blitz, strafe, fire. Qthe 
clergy attacked government policies: criticize, cen- 
sure, condemn, pillory, savage, revile, vilify; in- 
formal knock, slam, bash, lay into; Brit, informal 
slate, slag off, rubbish; N. Amer. informal pummel 
Qthey have to attack the problem soon: address, 
attend to, deal with, confront, apply oneself to, 
get to work on, undertake, embark on; informal 
get stuck into, get cracking on. get weaving on. 
Qthe virus attacks the liver, affect, have an ef- 
fect on, strike; infect, damage, injure. 
-opposites defend, praise, protect 

► noun Qan attadc on their home: assault, on- 
slaught, offensive, strike, blitz, raid, charge, 
rush, invasion, incursion. 0 she wrote a hostile 
attack on him: criticism, censure, rebuke, ad- 
monishment, reprimand, reproval; condemna- 
tion, denunciation, revilement, vilification; tir- 
ade. diatribe, polemic; informal roasting, caning; 
Brit, informal slating, rollicking, blast. Qan asth- 
matic attack: fit, seizure, spasm, convulsion, 
paroxysm, outburst, bout. 

-opposites defence, commendation, 
attacker ►noun assailant, assaulter, aggres- 
sor; mugger, rapist, killer, murderer. 

attain ►verb achieve, accomplish, reach, ob- 
tain, gain, procure, secure, get, hook, net, win. 
earn, acquire; realize, fulfil; informal clinch, bag, 
wrap up. 

attainable ► adjective achievable, obtainable, 
accessible, within reach, securable. realizable; 
practicable, workable, realistic, reasonable, vi- 
able. feasible, possible; infonnal doable, get-at- 
able. 

attainment ► noun o the attainment cf common 
goals: achievement, accomplishment, realiza- 
tion, fulfilment, completion; formal effectuation, 
reification. Q educational attainment: achieve- 
ment, accomplishment, proficiency, compe- 
tence; qualification; skill, aptitude, ability. 

attempt ►verb I attempted to answer the ques- 
tion: try, strive, aim. venture, endeavour, seek, 
undertake, make an effort; have a go at, try 
one's hand at; infonnal go all out. bend over 
backwards, bust a gut. have a crack at, have a 
shot at, have a stab at; formal essay; archaic assay. 

► noun an attempt to put die economy to rights: ef- 
fort, endeavour, try, venture, trial; informal 
crack, go, shot, stab; formal essay; archaic assay. 

attend ►verb Qthey attended a carol service: be 
present at, sit in on. take part in; appear at, 
present oneself at. turn up at, visit, go to; infor- 
mal show up at, show one's face at Q he hod not 
attended to the regulations: pay attention, pay 
heed, be attentive, listen; concentrate, take 
note, bear in mind, take into consideration, 
heed, observe, mark. Qthe wounded were attend- 
ed to nearby, care for, look after, minister to, 
see to; tend, treat, nurse, help, aid, assist, suc- 
cour, informal doctor. Qhe attended to die boy's 
education: deal with, see to, manage, organize, 
sort out, handle, take care of, take charge of, 
take in hand, tackle. Qthe queen was attended by 
an usher escort, accompany, chaperone, 
squire, guide, lead, conduct, usher, shepherd; 
assist, help, serve, wait oa Qher giddiness was 
attended with a fiver, be aggompamed by, occur 
with, coexist with, be associated with, connect- 
ed with, be linked with; be produced by, ori- 
ginate from/m, stem from, result from, arise 
from. 


-oppositbs miss, disregard, ignore, neglect. 

attendance ► noun Qyou requested die attend- 
ance cf a doctor, presence, appearance; atten- 
tion. O their gig attendances grew: audience, 
turnout, house, gate; crowd, congregation, 
gathering; Austral, informal muster. 

-opposites absence. 

■ In attendance present, here, there, near, 
nearby, at hand, available; assisting, supervis- 
ing. 

attendant ►noun Qa sleeping car attendant: 
steward, waiter, waitress, gar^on, porter, ser- 
vant; N. Amer. waitperson. Qa royal attendant: 
escort, companion, retainer, aide, lady in 
waiting, equerry, chaperone; servant, manser- 
vant, valet, gentleman's gentleman, maidser- 
vant, maid: N. Amer. houseman; Brit, informal 
skivvy; Military, dated batman. 

► adjoctivo new discoveries and die attendant excite- 
ment: accompanying, associated, related, con- 
nected, concomitant; resultant, resulting, con- 
sequent. 

attention ► noun Othe issue needs further atten- 
tion: consideration, contemplation, deliber- 
ation, thought, study, observation, scrutiny, in- 
vestigation, action. Qhe tried to attract the atten- 
tion of a policeman: awareness, notice, observa- 
tion, heed, regard, scrutiny, surveillance. Q ad- 
equate medical attention: care, treatment, minis- 
tration, succour, relief, aid, help, assistance. 
Qhe was effusive in his attentions: overtures, ap- 

S roaches, suit, wooing, courting; compliments, 
attery. 

attentive ► adjective Qa blight and attentive 
scholar, perceptive, observant, alert, acute, 
aware, heedful, vigilant; intent, focused, com- 
mitted, studious, diligent, conscientious, earn- 
est; informal not missing a trick, on the ball. 
Qthe most attentive of husbands: conscientious. 
considerate, thoughtful, kind, caring, solici- 
tous. understanding, sympathetic, obliging, ac- 
commodating. gallant, chivalrous; dutiful, re- 
sponsible. 

-opposites inconsiderate. 

attenuated ►adjective Q attenuated fingers: 
thin, slender, narrow, slim, skinny, spindly, 
bony; poetic/ literary extenuated; rare attenuate. 
Qhis muscle activity was much attenuated: weak- 
ened. reduced, lessened, decreased, diminished, 
impaired. 

-opposites plump, broad, strengthened. 

attest ► vtfb certify, corroborate, confirm, 
verify, substantiate, authenticate, evidence, 
demonstrate, show, prove; endorse, support, af- 
firm, bear out, give credence to, vouch for, for- 
mal evince. 

-oppositbs disprove. 

attic ► noun loft, roof space, cock loft; garret, 
mansard. 

attire ►noun Thomas preferred formal attire: 
clothing, clothes, garments, dress, wear, out- 
fits, garb, costume; informal gear, togs, duds, 
get-up; Brit informal clobber; N. Amer. informal 
threads; formal apparel; archaic raiment, habili- 
ments. 

► verb she was attired in blade cripe: dress (up), 
clothe, garb, robe, array, costume, swathe, 
deck (out), turn out, fit out. trick out/up, rig 
out; informal get up; archaic apparel, invest, habit. 
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attitude ► noun ©you seem ambivalent in your 
attitude: view, viewpoint, outlook, perspective, 
stance, standpoint, position, inclination, orien- 
tation, approach, reaction; opinion, ideas, con- 
victions. feelings, thinking. ©an attitude of 
prayer, position, posture, pose, stance. 

attorney ► noun lawyer, legal practitioner, 
legal executive, legal representative, member 
of the bar, barrister, counsel; Brit. Queen’s 
counsel, QC; Scottish advocate; N. Amor. 
counselor(-at-law); informal brief. 

attract ► Vtrt) Q positive ions are attracted to the 
negatively charged terminal: draw, pull, magnet- 
ize. ©he was attracted by her smile: entice, al- 
lure. lure, tempt, charm, win over, woo, en- 
gage, enchant, entrance, captivate, beguile, be- 
witch. seduce; excite, titillate, arouse; informal 
turn on. 

-opposites repel. 

attraction ► noun Qthe stars are held together 
by gravitational attraction: pull, draw; magnet- 
ism. ©she had lost whatever attraction she had ever 
had: appeal, attractiveness, desirability, seduc- 
tiveness, seduction, allure, animal magnetism; 
charisma, charm, beauty, good looks; informal 
come-on. ©the fair offers sideshows and other at- 
tractions: entertainment, activity, diversion, 
interest. 

-opposites repulsion. 

attractive ► adjoctiva O a more attractive career. 
appealing, inviting, tempting, irresistible; 
agreeable, pleasing, interesting. © she has no 
idea how attractive she is: good-looking, beauti- 
ful, pretty, handsome, lovely, stunning, strik- 
ing, arresting, goigeous. prepossessing, fetch- 
ing. captivating, bewitching, beguiling, en- 
gaging, charming, enchanting, appealing, de- 
lightful; sexy, seductive, alluring, tantalizing, 
irresistible, ravishing, desirable; Scottish A N. Eng- 
lish bonny; informal fanciable, tasty, hot. easy 
on the eye, drop-dead gorgeous; Brit, informal fit; 
N. Amer. informal cute, foxy; Austral./NZ informal 
spunky; poetic/ literary beauteous; archaic comely, 
fair. 

-opposites uninviting, ugly. 

attribute ► va»b they attributed their success to 
him: ascribe, assign, accredit, credit, impute; 
put down, chalk up, hold responsible, pin on; 
connect with, associate with. 

-noun ©he has all the attributes of a top player: 
quality, characteristic, trait, feature, element, 
aspect, property, sign, hallmark, mark, distinc- 
tion. ©the hourglass is the attribute of Father Time: 
symbol, mark, sign, hallmark, trademark. 

attrition ► noun O a gradual attrition of the mar- 
ket economy: wearing down/away, weakening, 
debilitation, enfeebling, sapping, attenuation. 
©die attrition of the edges of die teeth: abrasion, 
friction, erosion, corrosion, grinding, wearing 
(away); deterioration, damaging; rare detrition. 

attune >verb accustom, adjust, adapt, accli- 
matize, condition, accommodate, assimilate; N. 
Amer. acclimate. 

atypical ► adgactiva unusual, untypical, un- 
common, unconventional, unorthodox, irregu- 
lar, abnormal, aberrant, deviant, unrepresenta- 
tive; strange, odd, peculiar, bizarre, weird, 
queer, freakish; exceptional, singular, rare, out 
of the way, out of the ordinary, extraordinary; 
Brit out of the common; Informal funny, freaky. 


-opposites normal. 

auburn ► adjactiva reddish-brown, red-brown. 
Titian (red), tawny, russet, chestnut, copper, 
coppery, rufous. 

au courant ►adjective UP TO DATE, au fait, in 
touch, familiar, at home, acquainted, conver- 
sant; abreast, apprised, in the know, well in- 
formed. knowledgeable, well versed, enlight- 
ened; informal clued up, wise to, hip to. 

audacious ►adjective O his audacious exploits: 
bold, daring, fearless, intrepid, brave, courage- 
ous. valiant, heroic, plucky; daredevil, devil- 
may-care, death-or-glory, reckless, madcap; ven- 
turesome. mettlesome; informal gutsy, spunky, 
ballsy; poetic/ literary temerarious, ©an audacious 
remark: impudent, impertinent, insolent, pre- 
sumptuous. cheeky, irreverent, discourteous, 
disrespectful, insubordinate, ill-mannered, un- 
mannerly, rude, brazen, shameless, pert, defi- 
ant. cocky, bold (as brass); informal brass-necked, 
fresh, lippy. mouthy, saucy; N. Amer. informal 
sassy, nervy; archaic malapert, contumelious. 
-opposites timid, polite. 

audacity ►noun ©a traveller of extraordinary 
audacity: boldness, daring, fearlessness, intrep- 
idity, bravery, courage, heroism, pluck, grit; 
recklessness; spirit, mettle; informal guts, gutsi- 
ness, spunk; Brit, informal bottle; N. Amer. informal 
moxie. ©he had the audacity to contradict me: im- 
pudence. impertinence, insolence, presump- 
tion, cheek, bad manners, effrontery, nerve, 
gall, defiance, temerity; informal brass (neck), 
chutzpah; Brit, informal sauce; N. Amer. informal sass. 

audible ►adjective hearable, perceptible, dis- 
cernible. detectable, appreciable; clear, distinct, 
loud. 

' -opposites faint. 

audience ►noun ©the audience applauded: 
spectators, listeners, viewers, onlookers, pat- 
rons; crowd, throng, congregation, turnout; 
house, gallery, stalls; Brit, informal punters, ©the 
radio station has a teenage audience: market, PUB' 
lic, following, fans; listenership, viewership. 
©an audience with the Pope: meeting, consult- 
ation. conference, hearing, reception, inter- 
view. 

audit ►noun an audit of the party accounts: in* 
spection, examination, scrutiny, probe, investi- 
gation, assessment, appraisal, evaluation, re- 
view, analysis; informal going-over, once-over. 

► verb we audited their accounts: inspect, examine, 
survey, go through, scrutinize, check, probe, 
vet, investigate, enquire into, assess, appraise, 
evaluate, review, analyse, study; informal give 
something a/the once-over, give something a 
going-over. 

auditorium ►noun theatre, hall, assembly 
room; chamber, room. 

au fait ► adjective familiar, acquainted, conver- 
sant, at home, up to date, au courant, in touch; 
abreast, apprised, in the know, well informed, 
knowledgeable, well versed, enlightened; infor- 
mal clued up, wise to, hip to. 

augment ►verb increase, add to, supplement, 
top up, build up, enlarge, expand, extend, 
raise, multiply, swell; magnify, amplify, escal- 
ate; improve, boost; informal up, jack up, hike 
up, bump up. 

-opposites decrease. 
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augur ► vorb these successes augur well for the Ju- 
ture: bode, portend, herald, be a sign, warn, 
forewarn, foreshadow, be an omen, presage, in- 
dicate. signify, signal, promise, threaten, spell, 
denote; predict, prophesy; poetic/ literary betoken, 
foretoken, forebode. 

august ► adjtcttvi distinguished, respected, 
eminent, venerable, hallowed, illustrious, pres- 
tigious. renowned, celebrated, honoured, ac- 
claimed, esteemed, exalted; great, important, 
lofty, noble; imposing, impressive, awe- 
inspiring, stately, grand, dignified. 

aura Pnoun atmosphere, ambience, air, qual- 
ity, character, mood, feeling, feel, flavour, 
tone, tenor; emanation, vibration; informal vibe. 

auspices P plural noun patronage, aegis, um- 
brella. protection, keeping, care; support, back- 
ing. guardianship, trusteeship, guidance, super- 
vision. 

auspicious P adjective favourable, propi- 
tious, promising, rosy, good, encouraging; op- 
portune, timely, lucky, fortunate, providential, 
felicitous, advantageous. 

austere b adjective O an outwardly austere man: 
severe, stem, strict, harsh, steely, flinty, dour, 
grim, cold, frosty, unemotional, unfriendly; for- 
mal. stiff, reserved, aloof, forbidding; grave, 
solemn, serious, unsmiling, unsympathetic, un- 
forgiving; hard, unyielding, unbending, inflex- 
ible, illiberal; informal hard-boiled, ©an austere 
life: ascetic, self-denying, self-disciplined, non- 
indulgent, frugal, spartan, puritanical, abstemi- 
ous. abstinent, self-sacrificing, strict, temper- 
ate. sober, simple, restrained; celibate, chaste, 
©t he buildings were austere: plain, simple, basic, 
functional, modest, unadorned, unembellished, 
unfussy, restrained; stark, bleak, bare, clinical, 
spartan, ascetic; informal no frills. 

-oppositbs genial, immoderate, ornate. 

Australia Pnoun informal Oz, Aussie, down 
under. See list. 
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authentic ► adjective ©an authentic document: 
genuine, real, bona fide, true, veritable, simon- 
pure; legitimate, lawful, legal, valid; Informal the 
real McCoy, the real thing, pukka, kosher. 
Austral. /NZ Informal dinkum. ©an authentic depic- 
tion of the situation: reliable, dependable, trust- 
worthy, authoritative, honest faithful; accur- 
ate, factual, true, truthful; formal veridical, ver- 
acious. 


-oppositbs fake, unreliable. 

authenticate P verb ©the evidence will au- 
thenticate his claim: verify, validate, prove, sub- 
stantiate, corroborate, confirm, support, back 
up. attest to, give credence to. ©a mandate au- 
thenticated by the popular vote: validate, ratify, 
confirm, seal, sanction, endorse. 

authenticity Pnoun ©the authenticity of the 
painting: genuineness, bona fides; legitimacy, 
legality, validity, ©the authenticity of this account: 
reliability, dependability, trustworthiness, 
credibility; accuracy, tmth, veracity, fidelity. 

author Pnoun © modem Canadian authors: 
writer, wordsmith; novelist, playwright, poet, 
essayist, biographer, columnist, reporter, infor- 
mal penman, penwoman, scribe, scribbler. See 
lists at dramatist, poet, writer, ©the author of 
the peace plan: originator, creator, instigator, 
founder, father, architect, designer, deviser, 
producer; cause, agent. 

-RELATED TERMS aUCtorial. 

authoritarian p adjective his authoritarian man- 
ner. autocratic, dictatorial, despotic, tyrannic- 
al. draconian, oppressive, repressive, illiberal, 
undemocratic; disciplinarian, domineering, 
overbearing, high-handed, peremptory, imperi- 
ous. strict, rigid, inflexible; mfonnal bossy. 
-opposites democratic, liberal. 

Pnoun the army is dominated by authoritarians: 
autocrat, despot, dictator, tyrant; disciplinar- 
ian, martinet. 

authoritative p adjective © authoritative infor- 
mation: reliable, dependable, trustworthy, 
sound, authentic, valid, attested, verifiable; ac- 
curate. © the authoritative edition: definitive, 
most reliable, best; authorized, accredited, rec- 
ognized, accepted, approved. ©his authoritative 
manner, assured, confident, assertive; com- 
manding, masterful, lordly; domineering, im- 
perious. overbearing, authoritarian; informal 
bossy. 

-opposites unreliable, timid. 

authority Pnoun ©a rebellion against those in 
authority: power, jurisdiction, command, con- 
trol, chaige, dominance, rale, sovereignty, su- 
premacy; influence; informal clout ©the authority 
to arrest drug traffickers: authorization, right, 
power, mandate, prerogative, licence, ©the 
money was spent without parliamentary authority: 
authorization, permission, consent, leave, 
sanction, licence, dispensation, assent, acquies- 
cence, agreement, approval, endorsement, 
clearance; Informal the go-ahead, the thumbs up. 
the OK, th* green light, ©the authorities: offi- 
cials. officialdom; government, administration, 
establishment; police; informal the powers that 
be. ©an authority on the stock market: expert, 
specialist, aficionado, pundit, doyen(ne), guru, 
sage; informal boffin, ©he cites the nuns' testimony 
os an authority: source, reference, citation, 
quotation, passage, ©on good authority: evi- 
dence. testimony, witness, attestation, word, 
avowal; Law deposition. 

authorization Pnoun permission, consent, 
leave, sanction, licence, dispensation, clear- 
ance, the nod; assent, agreement, approval, en- 
dorsement; authority, right, power, mandate; 
Informal the go-ahead, the thumbs up, the OK, 
the green light 
-oppositbs refusal. 
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authorize ► vtrb Qthey authorized further ac- 
tion: sanction, permit, allow, approve, consent 
to, assent to; ratify, endorse, validate; informal 
give the green light, give the go-ahead, OK, 
give the thumbs up. ©the troops were authorized 
to fire: empower, mandate, commission; entitle. 
-opposites forbid. 

authorized ► adjective approved, recognized, 
sanctioned; accredited, licensed, certified; offi- 
cial. lawful, legal, legitimate. 

-opposites unofficial 

autobiography ► noun memoirs, life story, 
personal history. 

autocracy ►noun absolutism, totalitarian' 
ism, dictatorship, despotism, tyranny, monoc- 
racy, autarchy. 

-opposites democracy. 

autocrat ► noun absolute ruler, dictator, des- 
pot, tyrant, monocrat. 

autocratic ►adjective despotic, tyrannical, 
dictatorial, totalitarian, autarchic; undemocrat- 
ic, one-party, monocratic; domineering, draco- 
nian, overbearing, high-handed, peremptoiy, 
imperious; harsh, rigid, inflexible, illiberal, op- 
pressive. 

autograph ► noun fans pestered him for his auto- 
graph: signature; N Amer informal John Hancock. 

► verb Jock autographed copies of his book: sign. 
automatic ► adjective O automatic garage doors: 
mechanized, mechanical, automated, computer- 
ized. electronic, robotic; self-activating. Qan 
automatic reaction: instinctive, involuntary, un- 
conscious, reflex, knee-jerk, instinctual, sub- 
conscious; spontaneous, impulsive, unthinking; 
mechanical; informal gut Q he is the automatic 
choice far the team: inevitable, unavoidable, in- 
escapable. mandatory, compulsory; certain, 
definite, undoubted, assured. 

-opposites manual, deliberate, 
autonomous ► adjective self-governing, self- 
ruling, self-determining, independent, sover- 
eign, free. 

autonomy ► noun self-government, self-rule, 
home rule, self-determination, independence, 
sovereignty, freedom. 

autopsy ►noun post-mortem, PM. necropsy, 
auxiliary ► adjective ©an auxiliary power source: 
additional, supplementary, supplemental, 
extra, reserve, back-up. emergency, fallback, 
other. © auxiliary nursing staff, ancillary, assist- 
ant, support. 

► noun a nursing auxiliary: assistant, helper, ancil- 
lary. 

avail ►verb ©guests can avail themselves of the fa- 
cilities: use, take advantage of, utilize, employ, 
©his arguments cannot avail him: help, aid, as- 
sist, benefit, profit, be of service. 

■ to no avail in vain, without success, unsuc- 
cessfully, fruitlessly, for nothing, 
avallablo ► adjective © refreshments wtU be avail- 
able: obtainable, accessible, to/at hand, at one's 
disposal, handy, convenient, on sale, procur- 
able; untaken, unengaged, unused; Informal up 
for grabs, on tap, gettable. ©IU see if he's avail- 
able: free, unoccupied; present, in attendance; 
contactable. 

-opposites busy, engaged, 
avalaitch# ►noun ©bnowbmoe, icefiall; 
rockslide, landslide, landslip; Brit, snow-slip. 


©on avalanche of press comment: barrage, vol- 
ley, flood, deluge, torrent, tide, shower, wave. 

avant-garde ► adjective innovative, innov- 
atory. original, experimental, left-field, invent- 
ive. ahead of the times, new, modem, ad- 
vanced, forward-looking, state-of-the-art, trend- 
setting, pioneering, progressive, ground- 
breaking, trailblazing, revolutionary; unfamil- 
iar, unorthodox, unconventional; Informal off- 
beat, way-out. 

•opposites conservative. 

avarlca ►noun greed, acquisitiveness, cupid- 
ity, covetousness, rapacity, materialism, mer- 
cenariness, Mammonism; informal money- 
grubbing. 

-opposites generosity. 

avenge ►vtrb requite, punish, repay, pay 
back, take revenge for, get even for. 

avenue ►noun © tree-lined avenues: road, 
street, drive, parade, boulevard, broadway, 
thoroughfare, ©possible avenues of research: line, 
path; method, approach. 

aver ►vtrb ( formal) declare, maintain, claim, as- 
sert, state, swear, avow, vow; rare asseverate, 
average ►noun the pnee is above the national 
average: mean, median, mode; norm, standard, 
rule, par. 

► adjective © the average temperature in May: mean, 
median. modaL ©o woman of average height, or 
dinary, standard, normal, typical, regular, ©a 
very average director, mediocre, second-rate, un- 
distinguished. ordinary, middle-of-the-road, un- 
exceptional, unexciting, unremarkable, un- 
memorable, indifferent, pedestrian, lacklustre, 
forgettable, amateurish; informal OK, so-so, fair- 
to-middling, no great shakes, not up to much; 
Brit, informal not much cop; N. Amer informal bush- 
league; NZ informal half-pie. 

-opposites outstanding, exceptional. 

■ on avorago normally, usually, ordinarily, 
generally, in general, for the most part, as a 
rule, typically; overall, by and large, on the 
whole. 

■vers# ► adjective opposed, against, antipathet- 
ic. hostile, ill-disposed, resistant; disinclined, 
reluctant, loath; informal anti. 

-opposites keen. 

aversion ►noun dislike, antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, hatred, loathing, detestation, hos- 
tility; reluctance, disinclination; archaic disrel- 
ish. 

-opposites liking. 

avert ►verb ©she averted her head: turn aside, 
turn away, ©an attempt to avert political chaos: 
prevent, avoid, stave off, ward off, forestall, 
preclude. 

aviator ►noun (dated) pilot, airman/woman. 
flyer dated aeronaut. See list at pilot. 

avid ►adjective keen, eager, enthusiastic, ar- 
dent, passionate, zealous; devoted, dedicated, 
wholehearted, earnest; Brit informal as keen as 
mustard. 

-opposites apathetic. 

avoid ►verb ©I avoid situations that stress me: 
keep away from, steer dear of, give a wide 
berth to, fight shy of. ©he is trying to avoid re- 
sponsibility: evade, dodge, sidestep, escape, run 
away from; Informal dude, wriggle out of, get out 
of, cop out of, Auatml.lNZ Informal duck-shove. 
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© she moved to avoid a Mow: dodge, duck, get 
out of the way of. O you’ve been avoiding me all 
evening: shun, stay away from, evade, keep 
one's distance, elude, hide from; ignore. Qhe 
should avoid drinking alcohol: refrain from, ab- 
stain from, desist from, eschew. 

-opposites confront, free up to, seek out. 
avoidable ► adjective preventable, stoppable, 
avertable, escapable. 

-opposites inescapable. 

avow t’varb assert, declare, state, maintain, 
swear, vow, insist; rare asseverate; forma/ aver, 
avowed ►adjective self-confessed, self- 
declared. acknowledged, admitted; open, overt, 
await ►verb Q Peter was awaiting news: wait 
for, expect, anticipate, ©many dangers await 
them : be in store for, lie ahead of, lie in wait 
for, be waiting for. 

awake ►verb ©she awoke the following morning. 
wake (up), awaken, stir, come to, come round; 
poetic/ literary waken, ©the alarm awoke him at 
7.30: wake (up), awaken, rouse, arouse; Brit, infor- 
mal knock up. & they finally awoke to the extent of 
the problem : realize, become aware of, become 
conscious of. informal get wise to. 

► adjective ©she was still awake: wakeful, sleep- 
less. restless, restive; archaic watchful; rare 
insomnolent. © too few are awake to the dangers : 
aware of. conscious of, mindful of, alert to; for- 
mal cognizant of; archaic ware of. 

-opposites asleep, oblivious. 

awaken ►verb ©/ awakened early | the jolt 
awakened her. See awake senses 1. 2. Qhe had 
awakened strong emotions in her. arouse, rouse, 
bring out, engender, evoke, trigger, stir up, 
stimulate, kindle; revive; poetic/ literary enkindle, 
award ►verb the society awarded him a silver 
medal: give, grant, accord, assign; confer on, be- 
stow on, present to, endow with, decorate 
with. 

► noun Qan award for high-quality service: prize, 
trophy, medal, decoration; reward; informal 
gong, ©a libel award: payment, settlement, 
compensation, ©the Arts Council gave him an 
award of £1,500: grant, scholarship, endow- 
ment; Brit, bursaiy. ©the award of an honorary 
doctorate: conferral, conferment, bestowal, 
presentation. 

awara ►adjective Q she is aware of the dangers: 
conscious of, mindful of. informed about, ac- 
quainted with, familiar with, alive to. alert to; 
informal wise to, in the know about, hip to; formal 
cognizant of archaic ware of. ©we need to be 
more environmentally aware: knowledgeable, en- 
lightened, well informed, au frit; informal clued 
up, genned up; Brit, informal switched-on. 
-opposites ignorant. 

awaranass ►noun consciousness, recogni- 
tion. realization; understanding, grasp, appreci- 
ation, knowledge, insight; femiliarity; formal 
cognizance. 

awash ►adjective ©die road was awash: flood- 
ed, under water, submeiged, submersed, ©the 
city was awash with journalists: inundated, flood- 
ed, swamped, teeming, overflowing, overrun; 
Informal knee-deep in. 

away ►adverb ©she began to walk away, off, 
from here, from there, ©stay away from the 
trouble: at a distance from, apart from. ©Ber- 
nice pushed him away: abide, off, to one side. 


©well be away for two weeks: elsewhere, 
abroad; gone, absent; on holiday, on vacation. 

awa ► noun wonder, wonderment; admiration, 
reverence, respect; dread, fear. 

awa-lnsplrlng ► adjective. See AWESOME 
awesome ► adjective breathtaking, awe- 
inspiring, magnificent amazing, stunning, 
staggering, imposing, stirring, impressive; for- 
midable, fearsome; informal mind-boggling, 
mind-blowing; poetic/ literary wondrous; archaic 
awfuL 

-opposites unimpressive. 

awestruck ►adjective awed, wonderstruck, 
amazed, lost for words, open-mouthed; rever- 
ential; terrified, afraid, fearful. 

awful ►adjective ©the place smelled awful: dis- 
gusting, nasty, terrible, dreadful, ghastly, hor- 
rible, vile, foul, revolting, repulsive, repugnant, 
odious, sickening, nauseating; informal yucky, 
sick-making. gross; Brit, informal beastly; poetic / 
literary noisome, ©an awful book: dreadful, ter- 
rible, frightful, atrocious, execrable; inad- 
equate, inferior, substandard, lamentable; infor- 
mal crummy, pathetic, rotten, woeful, lousy, ap- 
palling, abysmal, dire, poxy; Brit, informal duff, 
rubbish, ©an awful accident: serious, grave, 
bad, terrible, dreadful. Qyou look awful— go and 
lie down: ill, unwell, sick, peaky, queasy, nause- 
ous; Brit, off colour, poorly; informal rough, lousy, 
rotten, terrible, dreadful; Brit, informal grotty, 
ropy; Scottish informal wabbit. peely-wally; Austral./ 
NZ informal crook; dated queer, seedy. ©J felt 
awful for getting so angry: remorseful, guilty, 
ashamed, contrite, sorry, regretful, repentant, 
self-reproachful. © (archaic) the awful sights of na- 
ture: awe-inspiring, awesome, impressive; 
dread, fearful. 

-opposites wonderful. 

awfully ►adverb Q (informal) an awfully nice man: 
very, extremely, really, immensely, exceeding- 
ly, thoroughly, dreadfully, exceptionally, re- 
markably, extraordinarily, N. English right; infor- 
mal terrifically, terribly, devilishly, seriously, 
majorly; Brit, informal jolly, ever so, dead, well; N. 
Amer. informal real, mighty, awful; informal, dated 
frightfully; archaic exceeding. Q (informal) thanks 
awfully: very much, a lot; informal a million. Qwe 
played awfully: very badly, terribly, dreadfully, 
atrociously, appallingly, execrably; informal abys- 
mally. pitifolly, diabolically. 

awhile ► adverb for a moment, for a (little) 
while, for a short time; informal for a bit. 

awkwaigl ►adjactiva ©die box was awkward to 
carry: difficult, tricky; cumbersome, lumber- 
some. unwieldy, Brit, informal fiddly, ©an awk- 
ward time: inconvenient, inappropriate, inop- 
portune. unseasonable, difficult. Qhe put her in 
a very awkward position: embarrassing, uncom- 
fortable, unpleasant, delicate, tricky, problem- 
atical). troublesome, thorny; humiliating, com- 
promising; informal sticky , dicey, hairy, Brit, infor- 
mal dodgy. Qshe felt awkward alone with him: un- 
comfortable, uneasy, tense, nervous, edgy, un- 
quiet; self-conscious, embarrassed. ©Ms awk- 
ward movements: clumsy, ungainly, uncoordin- 
ated, graceless, inelegant, gauche, gawky, 
wooden, stiff, unskilful, maladroit, inept blun- 
dering; Informal clodhopping, ham-fisted, ham- 
handed, cack-handed; Brit informal all (fingers 
and) thumbs. Q(Brit.) you're being damned awk- 
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ward: unreasonable, uncooperative, unhelpful, 
disobliging, difficult, obstructive; contrary, per- 
verse; stubborn, obstinate; Brit, internal bloody- 
minded, bolshie; N. Am. informal balky; formal re- 
fractory. 

-opposiTBS easy, convenient, at ease, graceful, 
amenable. 

awning ►noun canopy, shade, sunshade, shel- 
ter, coven Bril, blind, sunblind. 
awry ► idjocttv* 0 something was awry: amiss, 
wrong; Informal up. 0his wig locked awry: askew, 
crooked, lopsided, tilted, skewed, skew, squint, 
to one side, off-centre, uneven; informal cock- 
eyed; Bnt Informal skew-whiff, wonky. 

-opposrras straight. 

axe ►noun hatchet, cleaver, tomahawk, adze, 
poleaxe; Bit chopper, historical battleaxe. 

► vsrb Oft* show was axed: cancel, withdraw, 
drop, scrap, discontinue, terminate, end; informal 


ditch, dump, pull the plug on. 0500 staff were 
axed: dismiss, make redundant, lay off, let go, 
discharge, get rid of, informal sack, fire, give 
someone the sack, give someone the bullet, 
give someone their marching orders; Bit infor- 
mal give someone their cards. 

axiom ►noun accepted truth, general truth, 
dictum, truism; maxim, adage, aphorism, 
apophthegm, gnome. 

axis ►noun Qthe earth revolves on its axis: cen- 
tre line, vertical, horizontal Qthe Anglo- 
American axis: alliance, coalition, bloc, union, 
confederation, confederacy, league. 

axlo ►noun shaft, spindle, rod, arbor, mandrel, 
pivot. 

azure ► myectlv* sky-blue, bright blue, blue; 
poahe/hterary cerulean; rare cyanic. 
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babble ► verb Q Betty babbled away: prattle, 
rattle on, gabble, chatter, jabber, twitter, go 
on. run on. prate, ramble, burble, blather, 
blether; informal gab. yak. yabber, yatter, yam- 
mer, blabber, jaw. gas. shoot one's mouth off; 
Brit, informal witter, rabbit, chunter, natter, waf- 
fle; N. Amor, informal run off at the mouth. Qa 
brook babbled gently: burble, murmur, guxgle, 
purl, tinkle; poetic/ literary plash. 

► noun his inarticulate babble: prattle, gabble, 
chatter, jabber, prating, rambling, blather, 
blether; informal gab, yak. yabbering, yatter, Brit, 
informal wittering, waffle, natter, chuntering. 

babe ► noun (poetic/ literary). See baby noun. 

babel ► noun clamour, din, racket, confused 
noise, tumult, uproar, hubbub; babble, bab- 
bling, shouting, yelling, screaming; informal hul- 
labaloo; Brit, informal row. 

baby ► noun a newborn baby: infant, newborn, 
child, tot. little one; Scottish & N. English bairn; in- 
formal sprog, tiny; poetic/ literary babe, babe in 
arms; technical neonate. 

—related terms infantile. 

► adjective baby carrots: miniature, mini, little, 
small, small-scale, scaled-down, toy. pocket, 
midget, dwarf; Scottish wee; N. Amer. vest-pocket; 
informal teeny, teeny-weeny, teensy, teensy- 
weensy, itsy-bitsy, itty-bitty, tiddly, bitesized; 
Brit, informal titchy; N. Amer. informal littlebitty. 
-oppositbs large. 

► verb her aunt babied her. pamper, mollycoddle, 
spoil, cosset, coddle, indulge, overindulge, pet. 
nanny, pander to. 

babyish ►adjoctivs childish, immature, infant- 
ile. juvenile, puerile, adolescent. 

-opposites mature. 

back ► noun Q she’s broken her back: spine, back- 
bone. spinal column, vertebral column. See list 
at vertebra. Qthe back of the house: rear, rear 
side, other side; Nautical stem. Q the back of the 
queue: end. tail end. rear end. tail; N. Amer. tag 
end. Qthe back of a postcard: reverse, other 
side, underside; verso; informal flip side. 

— relatbd terms dorsal, lumbar. 

-opposites front, head. face. 

► advwto Qhe pushed his chair back: backwards, be- 
hind one. to one's rear, rearwards; away. off. 
Qa few months back: ago, earlier, previously, 
before, in the past 

-opposites forward. 

► verb Qthe record companies backed the scheme with 
a few hundred pounds: sponsor, finance, put up 
the money for, fond, subsidize, underwrite, be 
a patron of, act as guarantor of; informal foot the 
bill for, pick up the tab for, N. Amer. informal 
bankroll, stake. Qmost people backed the idea: 
support, endorse, sanction, approve of, give 
one's blessing to. smile on, favour, advocate, 
promote, uphold, champion; vote for, ally one- 
self with, stand behind, side with, be on the 
side of, defend, take up the cudgels for, sec- 
ond; Informal throw one’s weight behind. Qhe 
backed the horse at 33-1: bet on, gamble on, 
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draw back, step back, move backwards, back 
off, pull back, retreat, withdraw, give ground, 
backtrack, retrace one's steps. 

-opposites oppose, advance. 

► adjoctlve Qthe back seats: rear, rearmost, hind, 
hindmost, hinder, posterior. Qa back copy : 
past, old. previous, earlier, former, out of date. 
-opposites front, future. 

■ back down give in. concede defeat, surren- 
der, yield, submit, climb down, concede, recon- 
sider; backtrack. back-pedaL 

■ back out of renege on, go back on, with- 
draw from, pull out of, retreat from, foil to 
honour, abandon, default on. repudiate, back- 
pedal on. 

■ back something up substantiate, corrobor- 
ate, confirm, support, bear out. endorse, bol- 
ster. reinforce, lend weight to. 

■ back someone up support, stand by, give 
one's support to. side with, be on someone's 
side, take someone's side, take someone's part; 
vouch for. 

■ behind someone's beck secretly, without 
someone's knowledge, on the sly, slyly, sneak- 
ily, covertly, surreptitiously, furtively. 

backbiting ► noun malicious talk, spiteful 
talk, slander, libel, defamation, abuse, charac- 
ter assassination, disparagement, denigration; 
slurs, aspersions; informal bitching, bitchiness, 
cattiness, mud-slinging, bad-mouthing; Brit, infor- 
mal slagging off. rubbishing, 
backbone ► noun Qon injured backbone: spine, 
spinal column, vertebral column, vertebrae; 
back; Anatomy dorsum, rachis. See list at verte- 
bra. Q infantry are the backbone of most armies: 
mainstay, cornerstone, foundation, chief sup- 
port, buttress, pillar. Qhe has enough backbone to 
see us through: strength of character, strength 
of will, firmness of purpose, firmness, reso- 
lution, resolve, grit, determination, fortitude, 
mettle, spirit; informal guts, spunk; Brit inform^ 
bottle. 

-RELATED TERMS Spinal. 

back-breaking ►acyocUvo gruelling, ardu- 
ous, strenuous, onerous, punishing, crushing, 
demanding, exacting, taxing, exhausting, 
draining; informal killing; Brit, informal knackering; 
archaic toilsome. 

-opposites easy. 

backchat ►noun (Brit, informal) impudence, im- 
pertinence. cheek, cheekiness, effrontery, inso- 
lence, rudeness, rude retorts; answering back, 
talking back; informal mouth. Up; N. Amer. Informal 
sass. smart mouth, back talk; rare contumely, 
backar ► noun Q£3 million was provided by die 
projects backers: sponsor, investor, underwriter, 
financier, patron, benefactor, benefactress; infor- 
mal angel. Qthe barkers of the proposition: sup- 
porter, defender, advocate, promoter, propon- 
ent; seconder, N. Amer. booster. 

backfire ►vsrb Bernard’s plan badfind on him: 
rebound, boomerang, come back; foil, mis- 
carry, go wrong; informal blow up in someone’s 
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background ►noun CM background of palm 
trees: backdrop, backcloth, surrounding(s) t set- 
ting, scene. 0 students from many different back - 
grounds: social circumstances, family circum- 
stances; environment, class, culture, tradition; 
upbringing. 0her nursing background: experi- 
ence. record, history, past, training, education, 
grounding, knowledge. Qthe political back- 
ground: circumstances, context, conditions, 
situation, environment, milieu, scene, scenario. 
-opposites foreground. 

■ In ths background maybe there was a sugar 
daddy in the background: behind the scenes, out 
of the public eye. out of the spotlight, out of 
the limelight, backstage; inconspicuous, unob- 
trusive. unnoticed. 

backhanded ► adjective indirect, ambiguous, 
oblique, equivocal; double-edged, two-edged; 
tongue-in-cheek. 

-opposites direct. 

backing ► noun Q he has the backing of his col- 
leagues: support, help, assistance, aid; approval, 
endorsement, sanction, blessing. 0 financial 
backing: sponsorship, funding, patronage; 
money, investment, funds, finance; grant, con- 
tribution, subsidy. 0 musical backing, accom- 
paniment; harmony, obbligato, 
backlash ►noun adverse reaction, adverse 
response, counterblast, comeback; retaliation, 
reprisal. 

backlog ► noun accumulation, logjam, pile-up. 
back-pedal ► verb the government has back- 
pedalled on its plans: change one’s mind, go into 
reverse, backtrack, back down, climb down, do 
an about-face, do a U-tum, renege, go back on, 
back out of. fail to honour, withdraw, take 
back, default on; Brit, do an about-turn, 
backslide ►vub many things can cause slimmers 
to backslide: relapse, lapse, regress, retrogress, 
weaken, lose one's resolve, pve in to tempta- 
tion. go astray, leave the straight and narrow. 
-opposites persevere. 

backslider ► noun recidivist, regressor; apos- 
tate. fallen angeL 

back-up ►noun help, support, assistance, aid; 

reinforcements, reserves, additional resources, 
backward ►adloctivo o a backward look: rear 
ward, to/towards the rear, to/towards the 
back, behind one. reverse. 0the decision was a 
backward step: retrograde, retrogressive, re- 
gressive. for the worse, in the wrong direction, 
downhill, negative. 0an economically backward 
country. : underdeveloped, undeveloped; primi- 
tive. benighted. Qhe was not backward In display- 
ing his talents: hesitant, reticent, reluctant; shy, 
diffident bashful, timid; unwilling, afraid, 
loath, averse. 

-oppositbs forward, progressive, advanced, 
confident 

► adverb die car rolled slowly backward. See back- 
wards. 

backwards ►jdvab O Penny danced back- 
wards: towards the rear, rearwards, backward, 
behind one. 0 count backwards from twenty to 
ten: in reverse, in reverse order. 

-oppositbs forwards. 

backwash ►noun 0a ship’s backwash: wake, 
wash, slipstream, backflow. 0the backwash of 
die Cuban missile crisis: repercussions, reverber- 
ations, after-effects, aftermath, frfflaut 


backwoods ► plural noun the back of beyond, 
remote areas, the wilds, the hinterlands, a 
backwater; N. Aim. the backcountry, the 
backland; Informal the middle of nowhere, the 
sticks; N. Amor, informal the boondocks, the boon- 
ies; Austral./ NZ informal beyond the black stump, 
bactsrla ► phmH noun micro-organisms, mi- 
crobes, germs, bacilli, pathogens; informal bugs. 

bad ► adjtctjva O bad workmanship: substandard, 
poor, inferior, second-rate, second-class, unsat- 
isfactory. inadequate, unacceptable, not up to 
scratch, not up to par, deficient, imperfect, de- 
fective, faulty, shoddy, amateurish, careless, 
negligent, miserable, sorry; incompetent, inept, 
inexpert, ineffectual; Informal crummy, rotten, 
pathetic, useless, woeful, bum, lousy, ropy, not 
up to snuff; Brit, infbnnal duff, rubbish. 0the alco- 
hol hod a really bad effect on me: harmful, dam- 
aging. detrimental, injurious, hurtful, inimical, 
destructive, ruinous, deleterious; unhealthy, 
unwholesome. 0the bad guys: wicked, sinful, 
immoral, evil, morally wrong, corrupt, base, 
black-hearted, reprobate, amoral; criminal, vil- 
lainous, nefarious, iniquitous, dishonest, dis- 
honourable, unscrupulous, unprincipled; infor- 
mal crooked, bent, dirty; dated dastardly. Qyou 
bad girl! naughty, badly behaved, disobedient, 
wayward, wilful, self-willed, defiant, unruly, in- 
subordinate, undisciplined. Qbad news: un- 
pleasant, disagreeable, unwelcome; unfortu- 
nate, unlucky, unfavourable; terrible, dreadful, 
awful, grim, distressing. 0a bad time to arrive: 
inauspicious, unfavourable, inopportune, un- 
propitious, unfortunate, disadvantageous, ad- 
verse, inappropriate, unsuitable, untoward. 0 a 
bad accident: severe, serious, grave, critical, 
acute; formal grievous. Qthe meat's bad : rotten, 
off, decayed, decomposed, decomposing, pu- 
trid. putrefied, mouldy, mouldering; sour, ran- 
cid. rank, unfit for human consumption; ad- 
dled. Qifyou still feel bad, stay in bed. See ill ad- 
jective sense 1 . 0 ) a bad knee: injured, wound- 
ed, diseased; Brit, informal gammy, knackered; 
Austral./ NZ informal crook. (01 felt bod about leav- 
ing them: guilty, conscience-stricken, remorse- 
ful. guilt-ridden, ashamed, contrite, sorry, full 
of regret, regretful, shamefaced. (0 a bad 
cheque: invalid, worthless; counterfeit, fake, 
false, bogus, fraudulent; Informal phoney, dud. 
(0bod language: offensive, vulgar, crude, foul, 
obscene, rude, coarse, smutty, dirty, filthy, in- 
decent. indecorous; blasphemous, profane. 
-opposites good, beneficial, virtuous, well be- 
haved, minor, slight, fresh, unrepentant. 

■ not bod all right, adequate, good enough, 
reasonable, fair, decent, average, tolerable, ac- 
ceptable, passable, middling, moderate, fine; In- 
formal OK. soso, fair-to-middling. 

badgf ►noun Qa name badge: pin. brooch; N. 
Aim. button. 0a badge af success: sign, symbol, 
indication, signal, mark; hallmark, trademark. 

badger ► noun. See list at weasel. 

► voib tester, harass, bother, plague, torment, 
hound, nag. chivvy, harry, keep on at. go on at; 
Informal hassle, bug. 

badkigga ►noun banter, repartee, witty con- 
versation, raillery, wordplay, cut and thrust; 
witticisms, bons mots, ripostes, sallies, quips; 

hi * I J • ImU 

IV. nfiMT* tfuOttH Bf JOUL 

badly ►admvfc 0the job had very been badly done: 
poorly, incompetently, ineptly, inexpertly, in- 
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efficiently, imperfectly, deficiently, defectively, 
unsatisfactorily, inadequately, incorrectly, 
faultily, shoddily, amateurishly, carelessly, neg- 
ligently; informal crummily, pitifully, woeftilly. 
O try not to think badly of me: unfavourably, ill, 
critically, disapprovingly. ©stop behaving badly : 
naughtily, disobediently, wilnilly, reprehen- 
sibly, mischievously. Qhe had been badly treated: 
cruelly, wickedly, unkindly, harshly, shame- 
fully; unfairly, unjustly, wrongly, improperly. 
Qit turned out badly: unsuccessfully, unfavour- 
ably. adversely, unfortunately, unhappily, un- 
luckily. ©some of the victims are badly hurt: se 
verely, seriously, gravely, acutely, critically; for 
mal grievously. Qshe badly needs help: desper- 
ately. sorely, intensely, seriously, vexy much, 
greatly, exceedingly. 

-opposites well, slightly. 

bad-tempered * «4iectlvi irritable, irascible, 
tetchy, testy, grumpy, grouchy, crotchety, in a 
(bad) mood, cantankerous, curmudgeonly, ill- 
tempered, ill-humoured, peevish, having got 
out of bed on the wrong side, cross, as cross as 
two sticks, fractious, pettish, crabby; informal 
snappish, on a short fuse; Brit, informal shirty, 
stroppy, ratty; N Amer. informal cranky, ornery; 
Austral./NZ informal snaky, informal, dated miffy. 
-opposites good-humoured, affable. 

baffle ► vtrb perplex, puzzle, bewilder, mys- 
tify. bemuse, confuse, confound, nonplus; infor- 
mal flummox, faze, stump, beat, fox, make 
someone scratch their head, be all Greek to, 
floor; N. Amer informal discombobulate, buffalo. 
-opposites enlighten. 

baffling ► wQctivt puzzling, bewildering, per- 
plexing, mystifying, bemusing, confusing, un- 
clear, inexplicable, incomprehensible, impene- 
trable. cryptic, opaque. 

-opposites dear, comprehensible. 

bag ►noun Of dug around in my bag for my lip- 
stick: handbag, shoulder bag, clutch bag, even- 
ing bag. pochette; N. Amer. pocketbook, purse; 
historical reticule, scrip. Qshe began to unpack her 
bags: suitcase, case, valise, portmanteau, hold- 
all. grip, ovemighter; backpack, rucksack, 
knapsack, haversack, kitbag, duffel bag; 
satchel; (bags) luggage, baggage. 

► vtrb O locals bagged the most fish: catch, land, 
capture, trap, snare, ensnare; kill, shoot. Qhe 
bagged seven medals: get, secure, obtain, acquire, 
pick up; win, achieve, attain; commandeer, 
grab, appropriate, take; informal get one's hands 
on, land, net. 

baggaga ►noun luggage, suitcases, cases, 
bags. 

baggy ►adjtctivt loose-fitting, loose, roomy, 
generously cut, full, ample, voluminous, bil- 
lowing; oversized, shapeless, ill-fitting, tent- 
like, sack-like. 

-opposites tight 

ball ►noun he was released on bad: Surety, secur- 
ity, assurance, indemnity, indemnification; 
bond, guarantee, pledge; archaic gaga. 

■ ball out the pQdt boded out: eject, parachute 
to safety. 

aboil s o m ao w/B B U is lhft ii out rescue, save, 
relieve; finance, help font!, assist, aid; Informal 
save someone*! bacon/neck/stdn. 

bait ►nous 9 the fish let ga of the bolt, lure, 
decoy, fly, troll. Jig, plug. Qwa s she the bait to 


lure Mm into a trap? enticement, lure, decoy, 
snare, trap, siren, carrot, attraction, draw, mag- 
net, incentive, temptation, inducement; Informal 
come-on. 

► verb he was baited at school: taunt, tease, goad, 
pick on, torment, persecute, plague, harry, har- 
ass, hound; informal needle; Brit. Informal wind up, 
nark. 

bake ►vtrb Qbake the fish for 15-20 minutes: 
cook, oven-bake, roast, dry-roast, pot-roast; rare 
oven. ©the earth was baked by the sun: scorch, 
bum, sear, parch, dry (up), desiccate; N. Amer. 
broil 

balanca ►noun QI tripped and lost my balance: 
stability, equilibrium, steadiness, footing. 
Qpolitical balance in broadcasting: fairness, just- 
ice, impartiality, egalitarianism, equal oppor- 
tunity; parity, equity, equilibrium, equipoise, 
evenness, symmetry, correspondence, uniform- 
ity. equality, equivalence, comparability. 0this 
stylistic development provides a balance to the rest of 
the work: counterbalance, counterweight, sta- 
bilizer, compensation. O the food was weighed on 
a balance: scale(s), weighing machine, weigh- 
bridge. ©the balance of die rent: remainder, out- 
standing amount, rest, residue, difference, re- 
maining part. 

-opposites instability. 

► vtrb Qshe balanced the book on her head: steady, 
stabilize, poise, level. Qhe balanced Ms radical 
remarks with more familiar declarations: counter- 
balance, balance out. offset, even out/up, 
counteract, compensate for, make up for. 
0 their income and expenditure do not balance: 
correspond, agree, tally, match up. concur, co- 
incide, be in agreement, be consistent, equate, 
be equal. Qyou need to balance cost against bene- 
fit: weigh, weigh up, compare, evaluate, con- 
sider, assess, appraise, judge. 

■ In the balance uncertain, undetermined, 
unsettled, unresolved, unsure, pending, in 
limbo, up in the air, at a turning point critical 
at a critical stage, at a crisis. 

■ on balanco overall, all in all. all things 
considered, taking eveiything into consider- 
ation/account, by and large, on average. 

balanced ►•decoys Qa balanced view: fair, 
equitable, just, unbiased, unprejudiced, object- 
ive, impartial, dispassionate. 0a balanced diet: 
mixed, varied; healthy, sensible. Qa balanced in- 
dividual: level-headed, well balanced, well ad- 
justed. mature, stable, sensible, practical, real- 
istic, with both feet on the ground, pragmatic, 
reasonable, rational, sane, even-tempered, com- 
monsensical, full of common sense; informal to- 
gether. * 

-opposites partial, unhealthy, neurotic. 

balcony ►noun Qthe balamy of the villa: ver- 
anda, loggia, terrace, patio. Qthe applause firm 
die balcony: gallery, upper circle; informal the 
gods. 

bald ► ecfocOvt Qa bald head; hairless, smooth, 
shaven, depilated; bald-headed. Qa few bold 
bushes: leafless, bare, uncovered. Qa bald 
statement plain, simple, unadorned, unvar- 
nished, unembellished, undisguised, unveiled, 
stalk, severe, austere, brutal harsh; blunt dir- 
ect forthright plain-spoken, straight straight- 
forward, candid, honest tmthfiil, realistic, 
frank, outspoken; informal upfront 
-opposites hairy, lush, vague. 
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American footfaott 

lacrosse 


lawn taro* 

Aumntbn tubs 

nttbett 


dn spins 

bagatelle 

paddfebat 

bascMI 

paddle tennis 

badafodt 

pd-mal 


Ddota 

l.Mi> a- 

PWHWtB 

p*tanq nf 

bocce 

polo 

boulter bottles 

pool 

bowOng 

ndnh 

trmrfti 

rrcpfrtfraW 

OwdailMil 

seal tennis 

carom bftMrds 

roller hookey 

do*** 

rounders 

cridat 

Rugby rives 

croquet 

rugby league 

crowmgreen bowls 

rugby union 

BoiiIhi 

shinty 

jive i this ffpotfrstt 

shot tennis 

rimptn firming 

itfWrtfrr 

SIQuIBS 

rives 

snmrher 

let men bowls 

soccer 

Ibotbilf 

SOVUNUI 

rrenen cncuet 

speedbeb 

Getffrfnotbitt 

squash 

goaibett 

stoafbatt 


table tennis 


tennis 

hockey 

tenpin bowling 

hurting 

touch football 

Jaiitol 

volleyball 
water polo 


balderdash ► noun. See nonsense sense 1 
baldness ► noun HAIR loss, hairlessness. Medh 
cme alopecia 

bale 1 ►noun a bale of cotton bundle, truss, 
bunch, pack, package, parcel 

bale 2 

■ bait out. See bail. 

baleful ►adjtctiv* menacing, threatening, un 
friendly, hostile, antagonistic, evil, evil 
mtentioned. vindictive, malevolent, malicious, 
malignant, malign, sinister, harmful, injurious, 
dangerous, noxious, pernicious, deadly, venom 
ous. poisonous, poetic/ literary malefic, maleficent 
-opposites benevolent, friendly 
balk ► verb. See baulk. 

ball 1 ►noun ©a boQ of dough | a cricket ball 
sphere, globe, orb, globule, spherule, spheroid, 
ovoid See list Oa musket bad bullet, pellet, 
slug, projectile 


ball 2 ►noun a fancy-dress bad dance, dinner 
dance, masked ball, masquerade, N Amer hoe 
down, prom, informal hop. disco, bop 

ballad ►noun SONG, folk song, shanty, ditty 
canzone, poem, tale, saga 

ballet ► noun See lists 


Balk* Steps and 

roiitiom 

arabesque 

assent* 


attitude 

grand battement 

bahmeri 

grand batterie 

batten 

grand Jet* 

batten* 

Jet* 

battott* 

pas de basque 

battement 

pa* de bounds 

battement frapp* 

pas de chat 

battement tendu 

pasdecheval 

batterie 

pas de deux 

bourr*e 

petit battement 

brisd 

petit batterie 

brisdvob 

petit Jet* 

cabriole 

pjqut 

chain* 

pirouette 

changement (de pieds) 

Pttd 

chass* 

point* work 


port de bias 

aevmoppe 

relev* 

tart* 

rotir* 

ttchapptt 

rand de Jambe * terre 

elevation 

rond de Jambe en I’afr 

enchdnement 

saut* 

entrechat 

second position 

fifth position 

slssorme 

m ■* — • *.* — 

imposition 

soubresaut 

fbndu 

temps 

fouett* 

temps lev* 

fourth position » 

third position 

fr«PP* 

tour en fair 


balloon ►noun hotair balloon barrage bal 
loon, airship, dirigible, Zeppelin, envelope, gas 
bag, informal blimp 

► vtfb ©her long skirt ballooned in the wind swell 
(out), puff out/up. bulge (out), bag, belly (out), 
fill (out), billow (out) ©the company's debt has 
ballooned increase rapidly, soar, rocket, shoot 
up, escalate, mount, surge, spiral, informal go 
through the roof, skyrocket 
-opposites plummet . 
ballot ►noun vote, poll, election, referendum, 
plebiscite, show of hands 

ballyhoo ►noun (i informal) publicity, advertis 
mg, promotion, marketing, propaganda, push, 
puffery, build-up, boosting; fuss, excitement, in- 
formal hype, spiel, hoo-ha, hullabaloo, splash 
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balm ► noun Qa skin balm: ointment, lotion, 
cream, salve, liniment, embrocation, rub, gel, 
emollient, unguent, balsam, moisturizer; dated 
pomade; technical demulcent, humectant; archaic 
unction. ©balm for troubled spirits: relief, com- 
fort, ease, succour, consolation, cheer, solace; 
poetic/ literary easement. 

-opposites astringent, miseiy. 

balmy ► sdjoctivt mild, gentle, temperate, sum- 
mery, calm, tranquil, dement, fine, pleasant, 
benign, soothing, soft. 

-opposites harsh, wintry. 

bamboozla ► Vffb (informal). See trick verb. 

ban ► vwb O smoking was banned: prohibit, for* 
bid, veto, proscribe, disallow, outlaw, make il- 
legal. embargo, bar. debar, block, stop, sup- 
press, interdict; Lew enjoin, restrain. ©Gary 
was banned from the playground: exclude, banish, 
expel, eject, evict, drive out, force out, oust, re- 
move, get rid of; informal boot out, kick out; Brit, 
informal turf out. 

-opposites permit, admit. 

► noun Qa ban on smoking: prohibition, veto, pro- 
scription, embaigo, bar, suppression, stoppage, 
interdict, interdiction, moratorium, injunction, 
©a ban from international football: exclusion, 
banishment, expulsion, ejection, eviction, re- 
moval. 

-oppositbs permission, admission. 

banal ► adjective trite, hackneyed, cliched, 
platitudinous, vapid, commonplace, ordinary, 
common, stock, conventional, stereotyped, 
overused, overdone, overworked, stale, worn 
out, timeworn, tired, threadbare, hoary, hack, 
unimaginative, unoriginal, uninteresting, dull; 
informal old hat, corny, played out; N. Amer. infor- 
mal comball, dimestore. 

-opposites original. 

banality ► noun Q the banality of most sitcoms : 
triteness, platitudinousness, vapidity, stale 
ness, unimaginativeness, lack of originality, 
prosaicness, dullness; informal cominess. Qthey 
exchanged banalities: platitude, clicht, truism, 
commonplace, old chestnut, bromide. 
-opposites originality, epigram, witticism. 

band 1 ►noun Qa band round her waist: belt. 
sash, girdle, strap, tape, ring, hoop. loop, circ- 
let, circle, cord, tie, string, thong, ribbon, fillet, 
strip; poetic/ literary cincture. Qthe green band 
round his pullover, stripe, strip, streak, line, bar, 
belt, swathe; technical stria, striation. 
band 2 ► noun Oa band of robbers: group, gang, 
mob, pack, troop, troupe, company, party, 
crew. body, working party, posse; team, side, 
lineup; association, society, dub, circle, follow- 
ship, partnership, guild, lodge, order, frater- 
nity, confraternity, sodality, brotherhood, sis- 
terhood, sorority, union, alliance, affiliation, 
institution, league, federation, clique, set, co- 
terie; Informal bunch. Qthe band played on: (mu- 
sical) group, pop group, ensemble, orchestra; 
Informal combo. 

► verb local people bonded together, join (up), team 
up, join forces, pool resources, dub together, 
get together, amalgamate, unite, form an alli- 
ance. form an association, affiliate, federate. 
-opposites split up. 

bandag* ►noun she had a bandage on her foot: 
dressing, covering, gauze, compress, plaster, 
tourniquet; trademark Blastoplast, Band-Aid. 


► verb she bandaged my knee: bind, bind up, dress, 
cover, wrap, swaddle, strap (up). 

bandit ► noun they were robbed by bandits: rob- 
ber, thief, raider, mugger, freebooter, outlaw, 
hijacker, looter, marauder, gangster, dated des- 
perado; poetic/ literary brigand; historical rustler, 
highwayman, footpad, reaver, Scottish historical 
mosstrooper. 

bandy 1 ► adjoctiv* bandy legs: bowed, curved, 
bent; bow-legged, bandy-legged. 

-oppositbs straight. 

bandy 2 ► Vtfb Qlots of figures were bandied 
about: spread (about/around), put about, toss 
about, discuss, rumour, mention, repeat; poetic/ 
literary bruit about/abroad. ©I'm not going to 
bandy words with you: exchange, swap, trade, 
bane ► noun scourge, plague, curse, blight, 
pest, nuisance, headache, nightmare, trial, 
hardship, cross to bear, burden, thorn in one's 
flesh/side, bitter pill, affliction, trouble, miseiy. 
woe. tribulation, misfortune; informal pain, 
bang ► noun Q#U door slammed with a bang. 
thud, thump, bump, crack, crash, smack, 
boom, dang, clap, knock, tap. dunk, donk; 
stamp, stomp, clump, clomp; report, explosion, 
detonation; informal wham, whump, whomp. 
Oa nasty bang on the head: blow, knock, 
thump, bump, hit. smack, crack; informal bash, 
whack, thwack. 

► vsrb Qhe banged die table with his fist: hit, strike, 
beat, thump, hammer, knock, rap. pound, 
thud, punch, bump, smack, crack, slap. slam, 
welt, cuff, pummel, buffet; informal bash, whack, 
thwack, clobber, clout, clip, wallop, belt, biff, 
bop. sock. lam. whomp; Brit informal slosh; N. 
Amer. informal boff. bust, slug, whale. G fireworks 
banged in the air. go bang, thud, thump, boom, 
clap, pound, crack, crash, explode, detonate, 
burst, blow up. 

► adverb (Informal) Qbang in the middle of town | 
bang on time: precisely, exactly, right, directly, 
immediately, squarely, dead; promptly, 

prompt, dead on, on the stroke of , on the 

dot of ; sharp, on the dot; informal smack, 

slap, slap bang, plumb; N. Amer : Informal on the 
button, on the nose, smack dab, spang, ©bang 
up to date: completely, absolutely, totally, en- 
tirely, wholly, folly, thoroughly, in all respects, 
utterly, perfectly, quite, altogether, one hun- 
dred per cent 

bangla ► noun bracelet, wristlet, anklet arm- 
let. 

banish ►vwb Qhe was banished for his crime: 
exile, expel, deport, eject, expatriate, extradite, 
repatriate, transport; cast out, oust, evict, 
throw out. exdude, shut out, ban. ©he tried to 
banish his fear, dispel, dismiss, disperse, scatter, 
dissipate, drive away, chase away, shut out, 
quell, allay. 

-opposites admit, engender, 
banlstsr ► noun handrail, railing, rail; balus- 
ter. balustrade. 

bank 1 ► noun Otfc banks of Lake Michigan: edge, 
side, embankment, levee, border, verge, bound- 
ary, margin, rim. fringe; poetic/titermy marge, 
bourn, skirt ©a grassy bank: slope, rise, in- 
cline, gradient, ramp; mound, ridge, hillock, 
hummock, knoll; bar. reef, shoal shelf, accu- 
mulation, pile, heap, mass, drift ©a bank of 
switches: array, row, line, tier, group, series. 
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-related terms riparian, riverain. 

► vorb O they banked up the earth: pile (up), heap 
(up), stack (up); accumulate, amass, assemble, 
put together. Qthe aircraft banked: tilt, lean, 
tip, slant, incline, angle, slope, list, camber, 
pitch, dip. cant. 

tank 1 ► noun o money in the bank: financial in- 
stitution. merchant bank, savings bank, 
finance company, finance house; Brit, building 
society; N. Arm. savings and loan (association), 
thrift. Qa blood bank: store, reserve, accumula- 
tion, stock, stockpile, supply, pool, fluid, cache, 
hoard, deposit; storehouse, reservoir, reposi- 
toiy, depository. 

► verb 01 banked the money: deposit, pay in. 
Qthey bank with Barclays: have an account at, 
deposit one*s money with, use, be a customer 
of. 

■ bank on rely on. depend on, count on. 
place reliance on, bargain on. plan on. reckon 
on. calculate on; anticipate, expect; be confi- 
dent of, be sure of, pin one’s hopes/faith on; N. 
Amor, informal figure on. 

banknote ► noun note; N. Amor, bill; US informal 
greenback; US & historical Treasury note; (bank- 
notes) paper money. 

bankrupt ► odjoctivo Q the company was declared 
bankrupt: insolvent, failed, ruined, in debt, 
owing money, in the red, in arrears; Brit, in ad- 
ministration, in receivership; informal bust, belly 
up. gone to the wall, broke, flat broke; informal, 
dated smashed; Brit, informal skint, stony broke, in 
Queer Street; Bnt. Informal, dated in Carey Street. 
0this government is bankrupt of ideas: bereft, de- 
void. empty, destitute; completely lacking, 
without in need of, wanting; Informal minus, 
sans. 

-opposites solvent, teeming with. 

► vtfb the strike nearly bankrupted the union: ruin, 
impoverish, reduce to penuxy/destitution, 
bring to ruin, bring someone to their knees, 
wipe out. break, pauperize; rare beggar. 

bankruptcy ► noun many companies were facing 
bankruptcy, insolvency, liquidation, failure, 
(financial) ruin; Brit, administration, receiver- 
ship. 

-opposite s solvency. 

banner ►noun o students waved banners: plac- 
ard. sign, poster, notice. 0 banners fluttered 
above the troops: flag, standard, ensign, col- 
ours), pennant banderole, guidon; Brit pen- 
dant; Nautical buigee. 

banquet ►noun feast, dinner, informal spread, 
blowout Brit informal nosh-up, slap-up meal; Brit, 
informal, dated tuck-in. 

-opposites snack. 

banter ► noun a brief exchange of banter, repar- 
tee, witty conversation, raillery, wordplay, cut 
and thrust, badinage; N. Atm. informal josh. 

► verb sightseers wen bantering with the guards: 
joke , jest quip; informal josh, wisecrack. 

baptism ►noun Qthe baptism ceremony, chris- 
tening, naming; rare lustration. 0his baptism as 
a pohtkkm : initiation, debut introduction, in- 
auguration, launch, rite of passage, 
baptize ►vorb Qhe was baptized as a baby. 
christen; rare histxate. 0t hey wen baptized into 
the church: admit, initiate, enrol recruit con- 
vat 0b was baptized Enoch: name, give the 
name, call dub; formal denominate. 


bar ►noun Oan iron bar. rod, pole, stick, bat- 
ten. shaft, rail, paling, spar, strut, crosspiece, 
beam. O a bar of chocolate: block, slab, cake, 
tablet, brick, loaf, wedge, ingot, ©your drinks 
are on die bar. counter, table, buffet, stand. 
Qshe had a drink in a bar. hostelry, tavern, 
inn, taproom; Brit, pub, public house; informal 
watering hole; Brit, informal local, boozer, doted 
alehouse; N. Arm. historical saloon. 0a bar to pro- 
motion: obstacle, impediment, hindrance, ob- 
struction, block, hurdle, barrier, stumbling 
block. O (Brit.) members of the Bar. barristers, 
advocates, counsel. Qthe bar across the river 
mouth: sandbank, shoal, shallow, reef. 
-oppositbs aid. 

► vorb Qthey have barred the door bolt, lock, fas- 
ten, secure, block, barricade, obstruct. 0/ was 
barred from entering, prohibit, debar, preclude, 
forbid, ban. interdict, inhibit; exclude, keep 
out; obstruct, hinder, block; Law enjoin. 
-opposites open, admit. 

► proposition everyone bar me. See except preposition, 
barb ► noun Qthe hook has a nasty barb: spike, 

prong, spur, thorn, needle, prickle, spine, quill. 
Qthe barbs from his critics: insult, sneer, jibe, 
cutting remark, shaft, slight, brickbat, slur, 
jeer, taunt; (barbs) abuse, disparagement, 
scoffing, scorn, sarcasm, goading; informal dig, 
put-down. 

barbarian ► noun the city was besieged by bar 
barians: savage, heathen, brute, beast, wild 
man/woman; ruffian, thug, lout, vandal, hood- 
lum, hooligan; informal roughneck; Brit, informal 
yobbo, yob. lager lout. 

► odjoctivo the barbarian hordes: savage, uncivil- 
ized, barbaric, primitive, heathen, wild, bru- 
tish, Neanderthal. 

-opposites civilized. 

barbaric ► odjoctivo Q barbaric crimes: brutal, 
barbarous, brutish, bestial, savage, vicious, 
wicked, cruel, ruthless, merciless, villainous, 
murderous, heinous, monstrous, vile, in- 
human. infernal, dark, fiendish, diabolical. 
0 barbaric cultures: savage, barbarian, primi- 
tive, heathen, wild, brutish. Neanderthal. 
-opposites civilized. 

barbarity ► noun Qthe barbarity of slavery, bru- 
tality, brutalism, cruelty, bestiality, barbarism, 
barbarousness, savagely, viciousness, wicked- 
ness, villainy, baseness, inhumanity. Qthe bar 
barities of die last war. atrocity, act of brutality, 
act of savagely, crime, outrage, enormity. 
-opposites benevolence, 
barbarous ► odjoctivo. See barbaric sense 1. 
barbacua ►noun she held a barbecue: meal 

cooked outdoors, roast; N. Arm. cookout; 

informal barbie, BBQ, 

► vorb they barbecued some steaks: cook outdoors, 
grill, spit-roast; N. Arm. broil, charbroil 

tartad ► odjoctivo hurtful, wounding, cutting, 
stinging, mean, spiteful nasty, cruel, vicious, 
unkind, snide, scathing, pointed, bitter, add. 
caustic, sharp, vitriolic, venomous, poisonous, 
hostile, malicious, malevolent vindictive; kffor- 
mal bitchy, catty. 

-opposites kindly, 
tard ►noun (pootfc/Atay). See poet. 
baro ► i^ietho Qhewos ban to the waist, naked. 
unclothed, undressed, uncovered, stripped, 
with nothing on, nude, in the nude, stark 
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naked; informal without a stitch on, in one's 
birthday suit, in the raw, in the altogether, in 
the buff; Brit. Informal starkers; Scottish informal in 
the scud; N. Amer. Informal buck naked. Qa bare 
room: empty, unfurnished, cleared; stark, aus- 
tere, spartan, unadorned, unembellished, un- 
ornamented, plain. Oa cupboard bare of food: 
empty, devoid, bereft; without, lacking, want' 
ing, free from. Qa bare landscape: barren, 
bleak, exposed, desolate, stark, arid, desert, 
lunar, treeless, deforested. Qihe bare facts: 
basic, essential, fundamental, plain, straight- 
forward, simple, pure, stark, bald, cold, hard, 
brutal, harsh. 0a bare minimum: mere, no 
more than, simple; slim, slight, slender, paltxy, 
minimum. 

-opposites clothed, furnished, embellished, 
lush. 

► verb he bared his arm: uncover, strip, lay bare, 
undress, unclothe, denude, expose. 

-opposites cover. 

barefaced ► adjective flagrant, blatant, glar- 
ing, obvious, undisguised, unconcealed, naked; 
shameless, unabashed, unashamed, impudent, 
audacious, unblushing, brazen, brass-necked. 

barely * adverb hardly, scarcely, just, only 
just, narrowly, by the skin of one’s teeth, by a 
hair’s breadth; almost not; informal by a whisker. 
-opposites easily. 

bargain ► noun QM make a bargain with you: 
agreement, arrangement, understanding, deal; 
contract, pact, compact; pledge, promise. 0this 
binder is a bargain at £1.98: (good) value for 
money, surprisingly cheap; informal good buy, 
cheap buy, snip, steal, giveaway. 

-opposites rip-off. 

► verb they bargained over the contract: haggle, ne- 
gotiate, discuss terms, hold talks, deal, barter, 
dicker; fonnal treat. 

■ bargain fbr/on expect, anticipate, be pre- 
pared for, allow for. plan for, reckon with, take 
into account/consideration, contemplate, im- 
agine. envisage, foresee, predict; count on, rely 
on, depend on. bank on, plan on. reckon on; N. 
Amer informal figure on. 

■ Into the bargain also, as well, in addition, 
additionally, besides, on top (of that), over and 
above that, to boot, for good measure; N Amer 
in the bargain. 

barge ► noun lighter, canal boat; Brit. 
narrowboat, wherry; N. Amer scow. 

► vtrb he barged us out of the way: push, shove, 
force, elbow, shoulder, jostle, bulldoze, muscle. 

■ barge In burst in. break in, butt in. cut in, 
intemipt, intrude, encroach; gatecrash; informal 
horn in. 

bark 1 ► noun the baric cf a dog: woof, yap, yelp, 
bay. 

► vtrb O the dog barked: woof, yap, yelp, bay. 
0 ‘Okay, outsider he barked: say brusquely, say 
abruptly, say angrily, snap; shout, bawl, cry, 
yell, roar, bellow, thunder. Informal holler. 
-opposites whisper. 

bark 9 ► noun the boric of a tree: rind, skin, peel, 
covering; integument; cork; technical cortex. 

— RBLATBD TBRMS Corticate. 

► vtrb he barked his shin: scrape, graze, scratch, 
abrade, scuff, rasp. skin. 

barmy ►•qodleo (Brit informal). See foolish. 


bam ►noun outbuilding, shed, outhouse, shel- 
ter; stable, stall; Brit byre; archaic grange, gamer. 

baron ►noun Qhe was created a baron: lord, 
noble, nobleman, aristocrat, peer. Oa press 
baron: magnate, tycoon, mogul, captain of in- 
dustry, nabob, mandarin, 
baroque ► adjective O the baroque exuberance of 
his printed si 0c shirts: ornate, fancy, over- 
elaborate, extravagant, rococo, fussy, busy, os- 
tentatious, showy. 0 baroque prose: flowery, 
florid, flamboyant, high-flown, high-sounding, 
magniloquent, grandiloquent, orotund, over- 
blown, convoluted, pleonastic; informal highfalu- 
tin, purple; rare fustian. 

-opposites plain. 

barrack ►verb (But a Austral /NZ) jeer, heckle, 
shout at/down; interrupt, boo, hiss. 

-opposites applaud. 

barracks ►plural noun garrison, camp, en- 
campment, depot, billet, quarters, fort, canton- 
ment 

barrage ► noun Qan artillery barrage: bombard- 
ment, cannonade; gunfire, shelling; salvo, vol- 
ley, fusillade; historical broadside. 0 a barrage of 
criticism: deluge, stream, storm, torrent, on- 
slaught, flood, spate, tide, avalanche, hail, 
blaze; abundance, mass, profusion. 0 a barrage 
across the river, dam, barrier, weir, dyke, em- 
bankment, wall. 

barrel ►noun cask, keg, butt, vat, tun, drum, 
hogshead, kilderkin, pin. pipe; historical firkin, 
barren ► adjective Q barren land: unproductive. 
infertile, unfruitful, sterile, arid, desert 0 (ar- 
chaic) a barren woman: infertile, sterile, child- 
less; technical infecund. 0 a barren exchange of 
courtesies: pointless, futile, worthless, profit- 
less, valueless, unrewarding, puiposeless, use- 
less. vain, aimless, hollow, empty, vacuous, 
vapid. 

-opposites fertile. 

barricade ►noun a barricade across the street: 
barrier, roadblock, blockade; obstacle, obstruc- 
tion. 

► varb they barricaded the building: seal (up), close 
up, block off, shut off/up; defend, protect, for- 
tify, occupy. 

barrier ►noun Qthe barrier across the entrance: 
fence, railing, barricade, hurdle, bar. blockade, 
roadblock. 0 a barrier to international trade: obs- 
tacle. obstruction, hurdle, stumbling block, 
bar, block, impediment, hindrance, curb, 
barring ►proposition except for, with the ex- 
ception of. excepting, if there is/are no, bar, 
discounting, short of, apart from, but for, other 
than, aside from, excluding, omitting, leaving 
out, save for, saving; informal outside of. 
barrister ►noun counsel, Queen's Counsel. 
QC, lawyer; Scottish advocate; N. Amor, attorney, 
counseloif-at-law); informal brief, (barristers) Brit. 
the Bar. 

barter ►vffb Qthey bartered grain for salt: 
trade, swap, exchange, sell. 0you can barter for 
souvenirs: haggle, bargain, negotiate, discuss 
terms, deal, dicker, formal treat 

► noun an economy based on barter, trading, trade, 
exchange, business, commerce, buying and sell- 
ing, dealing. 

base 1 ►noun Qthe base of the tower, founda- 
tion, bottom, foot, support, stand, pedestal. 
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plinth. 0the system uses existing technology as its 
base: basis, foundation, bedrock, starting point, 
source, origin, root(s), core, key component, 
heart, backbone. ©the troops returned to t heir 
base: headquarters, camp, site, station, settle- 
ment, post, centre, starting point 
-opposites top. 

► vtrto Qhe based his idea on a movie: found, build, 
construct, form, ground, root; use as a basis; 
(bs bassd on) derive from, spring from, stem 
from, originate in, have its origin in, issue 
from. ©the company was based in London: lo- 
cate, situate, position, install, station, site, es- 
tablish. garrison. 

bass 2 b adjective base motives: sordid, ignoble, 
low, low-minded, mean, immoral, improper, 
unseemly, unscrupulous, unprincipled, dishon- 
est, dishonourable, shameful, bad, wrong, evil, 
wicked, iniquitous, sinful. 

-opposites noble. 

baSilSSS ► adjective baseless accusations: 
groundless, unfounded, ill-founded, without 
foundation; unsubstantiated, unproven, unsup- 
ported, uncorroborated, unconfirmed, unveri- 
fied, unattested; unjustified, unwarranted; 
speculative, conjectural; unsound, unreliable, 
spurious, specious, trumped up, fabricated, un- 
true. 

-opposites valid. 

basement ► noun cellar, vault, crypt, under- 
croft; Bnt lower ground floor; Scottish dunny. 

bash (informal) ►verb O she bashed him with her 
stick: strike, hit, beat, thump, slap, smack, clip, 
bang, knock, batter, pound, pummel; informal 
wallop, clout, belt, whack, thwack, clobber, 
bop. biff, sock; archaic smite. ©they bashed into 
one another, crash, run. bang, smash, slam, can- 
non, knock, bump; collide with, hit, meet 
head-on. 

► noun Qa bash on the head: blow, rap, hit. 
knock, bang, slap, crack, thump, tap, clip; infor- 
mal wallop, clout, belt, whack, thwack, bop. 
biff, sock; archaic smite. O Harry’s birthday tosh. 
See party noun sense 1. 0(8 nt) M have a bash at 
it See ATTEMPT. 

bashful ►aqjoctivt shy, reserved, diffident, in- 
hibited, retiring, reticent, reluctant, shrinking; 
hesitant, timid, apprehensive, nervous, wary. 
-opposites bold, confident 

basic ► adjective O basic human rights: funda 
mental, essential, primaiy, principal, cardinal, 
elementary, elemental, quintessential, intrin- 
sic, central, pivotal, critical, key. focal; vital, 
necessary, indispensable. 0 basic cooking facil- 
ities: plain, simple, unsophisticated, straightfor- 
ward, adequate; unadorned, undecorated, un- 
ornamented, without frills; spartan, stark, se- 
vere, austere, limited, meagre, rudimentary, 
patchy, sketchy, minimal; unfussy, homely, 
homespun; rough (and ready), crude, make- 
shift; informal bog-standard. 

-opposites secondary, unimportant, elaborate. 

basically ►adverb fundamentally, essentially, 
in essence; firstly, first of all. first and fore- 
most, primarily; at heart, at bottom, au fond; 
principally, chiefly, above all, most of all, most- 
ly, mainly, on the whole, by and large, substan- 
tially. intrinsically, inherently, informal at the 
end of the day, when all is said and done. 


basics ►plural noun fundamentals, essentials, 
rudiments, (first) principles, foundations, pre- 
liminaries, groundwork; essence, basis, core; in - 
formal nitty-gritty, brass tacks, nuts and bolts, 
ABC 

basin ►noun Qshe poured water into the basin: 
bowl, dish. pan. 0a basin among low hills: val- 
ley, hollow, dip, depression. 

basis ►noun Qthe basis of his method: founda- 
tion, support, base; reasoning, rationale, de- 
fence; reason, grounds, justification, motiv- 
ation. ©the basis of discussion: starting point, 
base, point of departure, beginning, premise, 
fundamental point/principle, principal con- 
stituent, main ingredient, cornerstone, core, 
heart, thrust, essence, kernel, nub. ©on a 
part-time basis: footing, condition, status, pos- 
ition; arrangement, system, method. 

bask ►verb QI basked in the sun: laze, lie, 
lounge, relax, sprawl, loll; sunbathe, sun one- 
self. ©she's basking in ad the gl ory: revel, de- 
light, luxuriate, wallow, take pleasure, rejoice, 
gloiy, indulge oneself, enjoy, relish, savour, lap 
up. 

basket ► noun wickerwork BOX. hamper, creel, 
pannier, punnet, trug. 

bass ►adjective low, deep, low-pitched, reson- 
ant, sonorous, rumbling, booming, resounding; 
baritone. 

-opposites high. 

bastard ► noun Q (archaic) he had fathered a bas- 
tard: ILLEGITIMATE CHILD, Child bom OUt of Wed- 
lock; dated love child; Bnt. dated by-blow; archaic 
natural child/son/daughter. © (informal) he's a 
real bastard. See scoundrel 

► adjective Q (archaic) a bastard child: illegitimate, 
bom out of wedlock; archaic natural 0 a bastard 
Darwinism: adulterated, alloyed, impure, infer- 
ior; hybrid, mongrel, patchwork. 

bastardize ►verb adulterate, corrupt, con- 
taminate, weaken, dilute, taint, pollute, de- 
base, distort. 

bastion ►noun Qthe town wal I and bastions: 
projection, outwork, breastwork, barbican; 
Architecture bartizan. 0 a bastion of respectability: 
stronghold, bulwark, defender, support, sup- 
porter, guard, protection, protector, defence, 
prop, mainstay. 

bat ► noun. See list. 

-rblatbd terms chiropteran. 

batch ►noun group, quantity, lot, bunch, 
mass, cluster, raft, set, collection, bundle, pack; 
consignment, shipment 

bath ►noun Qhe lay soaking in die bath: bath- 
tub, tub, hot tub. whirlpool, sauna, steam 
bath. Turkish bath; trademark jacuzzi. ©she had 
a quick bath: wash, soak, dip; shower. 

-related terms balneal, balneary. 

► verb have you bathed? | he would bath die baby: 
bathe, have/take a bath, give someone a bath, 
wash; shower. 

baths ►verb ©she bathed and dressed. See bath 
verb. 01 bathed in die local swimming pock swim, 
go swimming, take a dip. ©they bathed his 
wounds: clean, wash, rinse, wet soak, immerse. 
Qfiie room was bodied in Vtfit. suffuse, perme- 
ate, pervade, envelop, flood, cover, wash, fill 

► noun we had a bathe: swim, dip, paddle. 
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Bets 

blossom bat 

mouseearedbat 
mouse causa oat 

buMdgbat 

moustached bat 

butterfly bat 

reyotn 

Oaubenton*sbat 

naked bet 

diskwing bat 

Natterer’sbat 

epaufetted fruit bat 

noctuJe 

false vampire 

patatedbx 

fisherman bat 

pertfcofcwred bat 

Bower tit 

plpMreBt 

flying fox 

roussette 

free-tatted hit 

sacwmgtdbat 

fruit bat 

serotinebat 

tonal eared bat 

sheath-tailed bat 

ghost bat 

short’taJtedbat 

golden bat 

allt-faced bat 

hairless bat 

smoky bat 

hammer-headed bat 

spotted bat 

hog-nosed bet 

sucker-footed bat 

hoMow-faced bat 

tomb-bat 

horseshoe bat 

Trident bat 

leaf-nosed bat 

tube-nosed bat 

Leister's bat 

vampire bat 

long-eared bat 

whiskered bat 

mastiff bat 

white bit 


bathing costume [Bnt) ► noun swimsuit, 
bathing suit; swimming trunks, bikini; swim' 
wear; Bnt swimming costume; informal cossie; 
Austral./ NZ informal bathers, 
bathos ►noun anticlimax, let-down, disap- 
pointment, disillusionment; absurdity; informal 
comedown. 

baton ►noun Qthe conductor's baton: stick, rod, 
staff, wand. Qpolice batons: truncheon, club, 
cudgel, bludgeon, stick, mace, shillelagh; N 
Amor nightstick, blackjack; Bnt. Informal cosh, 
battalion ►noun Qan infantry battalion: regi- 
ment, brigade, force, division, squadron, squad, 
company, section, detachment, contingent, le- 
gion. corps, cohort. Qa battalion of supporters. 
See crowd noun sense 1. 

batten ► noun a timber batten: bar, bolt, rail, 
shaft; board, strip. 

► verb Stephen was battening down the shutters: fas- 
ten, fix, secure, clamp, lash, make fast, nail, 
seal. 

batter ► vtrto pummel, pound, hit repeatedly, 
rain blows on, buffet, belabour, thrash, beat 
up; informal knock about/around, beat the living 
daylights out of, give someone a good hiding, 
lay into, lace into, do over, rough up. 
battered ► adjactivi damaged, shabby, run 
down, worn out, falling to pieces, falling apart, 
dilapidated, rickety, ramshackle, crumbling, 
the worse for wear, on its last legs, 
battery ► noun Qa flat battery: cell, accumula- 
tor. 0a gun battery, emplacement, artillery 
unit; cannonry, ordnance. 0a battery of equip- 
ment: array, set, bank, group, row, line, line- 
up, collection. Qa battery of tests: series, se- 
quence, cycle, string, succession. 0 assault and 
battery, violence, assault, mugging. Brit griev- 
ous tidily harm. GBH, actual bodily harm, 
ABH. 

battle ►noun Qhe was kU led in t he battle: fight, 
armed conflict, dash, struggle, skirmish, en- 


gagement. fray, duel; war, campaign, crusade; 
fighting, warfare, combat, action, hostilities; In- 
formal scrap, dogfight shoot-out See lists here and 
at siege, war. Qa legal battle: conflict, clash, 
contest, competition, snuggle; disagreement, 
argument, altercation, dispute, controversy. 

► verb Qhe has been battling against (Oness: fight, 
combat, contend with; resist, withstand, stand 
up to, confront; war, feud; struggle, strive, 
work. 0M ark battled his way to the bar. force, 
push, elbow, shoulder, fight; struggle, labour. 


Battles 

Setotostccs, 


ihniilrtr ifcy 

whim nay 

FaNdrit 

NBe 

Acttum 

rt-JJ. 

rMNKIffl 

Omdurman 

AgJncouft 

Gmala 

OudaOirde 

Anttetam 

Gettysburg 

Passcheodae 

Arbela 

Guadalftnal 

Phanahts 

Arnhem 

Hasting, 

Ms of 

Atlantic 


Abraham 

Austerittz 

Inkerman 

wwmUmj 

Ayaaicho 

tan 

fiataon 

Balaclava 

Jem 

PreStOnpinS 

Bannockburn 

Jutland 

fulfil idifthn 

rrmcewn 

Blenheim 

KMaamkle 

Quaere Bras 

Borodino 

Leipzig 

Ramifies 

Bosworth 

tepanto 

Uver flare 

<H«M) 

ieidngtan 

jtomwealH 

Boyne 

Leyte Gulf 

Sadowa 

Britain 

little 

Satods 

Bulge 

BuiHoerHHI 

Bighorn 

Matptequet, 

Sedgemoor 

Cambraf 

Marathon 

Somme 

Cape St 

Marne 

Stalingrad 

Vincent 

Marston 

Tanneriberg 

Cerro Gordo 

Moor 

Tewkesbury 

Corunna 

Crtcy 

Megiddo 

Trafalgar 

CuBoden 

Mohfcs 

Verdun 

EdgebW 

Moils 

Waterioo 

El Alamekt 


Xuzhou 

El MansOra 

Navarino 

Ypres 

Erzurum 

Nechfcansmere 

Zama 


battleaxe ► noun Qa severe blow from a battle- 
axe: poleaxe, axe, pike, halberd, tomahawk, 
war mattock. Q (informal) she's a real battleaxe. See 
harridan. 

battle cry ► noun ©the army's battle cry. war 
cry, war whoop, rallying call/ciy. ©the battle 
cry of the feminist movement, slogan, motto, 
watchword, catchphrase. 
battlefield ►noun battleground, field of bat- 
tle, field of operations, combat zone, theatre 
(of war), front. 

battlement ► noun castellation, crenel- 
lation, parapet, rampart, wall 
batty ►acfjicttvo (Informal). See mad sense 1. 
bauble ► noun trinket, knick-knack, orna- 
ment. frippery, gewgaw, gimcrack, bibelot; N. 
A mar. kickshaw; N. Aim. informal tchotchke. 

baulk ►vtffb OI baulk at paying that much: be 
unwilling to, draw the line at, jib at. be reluc- 
tant to, hesitate over; eschew, resist, scruple 
to, refuse to, take exception to; draw back 
from, flinch from, shrink from, recod from, 
demur from, not like to, hate to. Qtiuywtre 
baulked by traffic impede, obstruct, thwart, bin- 
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der. prevent, check, stop, curb, halt, bar, block, 
forestall, frustrate. 

-opposites accept, assist. 

bawdy ► adjective ribald, indecent, risqu£, 
racy, rude, spicy, sexy, suggestive, titillating, 
naughty, improper, indelicate, indecorous, off 
colour, earthy, broad, locker-room. Rabelaisian; 
pornographic, obscene, vulgar, crude, coarse, 
gross, lewd, dirty, filthy, smutty, unseemly, sal' 
acious, prurient, lascivious, licentious, near the 
bone, near the knuckle; informal X-rated, blue, 
raunchy, nudge-nudge; euphemistic adult. 
-opposites clean, innocent. 

bawl ► verb Q'Come onV he bawled: shout, yell, 
roar, bellow, screech, scream, shriek, howl, 
whoop, bark, trumpet, thunder; informal yam- 
mer, holler. Qthe children continued to bawl: cry, 
sob, weep, shed tears, wail, whine, howl, 
squall, ululate; Scottish informal greet. 

-opposites whisper. 

► noun a terrifying bawl: shout, yell, roar, bellow, 
screech, scream, howl, whoop; informal holler. 
-opposites whisper. 

■ bawl somaona out (informal). See reprimand. 

bay 1 ► noun ships were anchored in the bay: cove, 
inlet, indentation, gulf, bight, basin, fjord, arm; 
natural harbour, anchorage. 

bay 2 bnoun there was a bay let into the wall: al 
cove, recess, niche, nook, opening, hollow, 
cavity, inglenook. 

bay 2 ► vtrb Qthe hounds bayed: howl, bark, yelp, 
yap. cry, bellow, roar. Qthe crowd bayed for an 
encore: clamour, shout, call, press, yell, scream, 
shriek, roar; demand, insist on. 

■ at bay at a distance, away, off, at arm's 
length. 

bayonat ► noun a man armed with a bayonet: 
sword, knife, blade, spear, lance, pike, javelin; 
poetic (literary brand. 

► verb stragglers were bayoneted: stab, spear, knife, 
gore, spike, stick, impale, run through, trans- 
fix. gash, slash. 

bazaar ► noun Qa Turkish bazaar, market, mar- 
ket place, souk, mart, exchange. Qthe church 
bazaar. f£te, fair, carnival; fund-raiser, charity 
event; Brit jumble sale, bring-and-buy sale, car 
boot sale; N Amer tag sale. 

ba ► vtfb O there was once a king: exist, have 
being, have existence; live, be alive, have life, 
breathe, draw breath, be extant 0is there a 
cafe here? be present, be around, be available, 
be near, be nearby, be at hand. Qthe trial is to- 
morrow at half past one: occur, happen, take 
place, come about arise, crop up. transpire, 
fall, materialize, ensue; poehc/litemry come to 
pass, befall, betide. Q die bed is over there: be 
situated, be located, be found, be present, be 
set, be positioned, be placed, be installed. 0it 
has been Wee this for hours: remain, stay, last, con- 
tinue. survive, endure, persist prevail; wait, 
linger, hold on, hang on; formal obtain. Ql'm at 
college: attend, go to, be present at, take part 
in; frequent, haunt, patronize. 

bMCh ► innib a sandy beach: seaside, seashore, 
shore, coast coastline, coastal region, littoral, 
seaboard, foreshore, water's edge; sands, lido; 
dated plage; poatfo/Htarary strand. 

►verb they beached die boat: land, ground, strand, 
run aground, run ashore. 


beachcomber ► noun scavenger, forager, 
collector. Informal scrounger. 

beached ► adjective stranded, grounded, 
aground, ashore, marooned, high and dry, 
stuck. 

beacon ► noun warning light/fire, signal 
(light/fire), danger signal, bonfire; lighthouse, 
light-tower. 

bead ►noun Qa string of beads: ball, pellet, 
pill, globule, sphere, spheroid, oval, ovoid, orb, 
round; (beads) necklace, rosary, chaplet. 
Q beads of sweat: droplet, drop, blob, dot, dew- 
drop. teardrop. 

■ draw/get a bead on aim at. fix on, focus on. 
zero m on, sight 

beak ► noun 0<1 bird's beak: bill, nib, mandible; 
Scottish A N English neb. Q (informal) he blew his 
beak loudly. See nose noun sense 1. 

beaker ► noun CUP, tumbler, glass, mug, drink- 
ing vessel. 

beam ►noun Q an oak beam: joist, lintel, raft- 
er, purlin; spar, girder, baulk, timber, plank; 
support, strut; scantling, transom, stringer. Qa 
beam of light coming from the window, ray, shaft, 
stream, streak, pencil, finger flash, gleam, 
glow, glimmer, glint, flare. Qthe beam on her 
face: grin, smile, happy expression, bright look. 
-opposites frown. 

► verb Qthe signal is beamed out. broadcast. 
transmit, relay, send/put out, disseminate; dir- 
ect. aim. Qthe sun beamed down: shine, radiate, 
give off light, glare, gleam. Qhe beamed broadly 
grin, smile, smirk; informal be all smiles. 
-opposites frown. 

■ off boam (informal) mistaken, incorrect, in- 
accurate, wrong, erroneous, off target, out, on 
the wrong track, wide of the mark, awry. 

■ on tho boam (Informal) correct, right, accur- 
ate, true, on the straight and narrow, on the 
right track, on the right lines; informal on the 
money, on the mark; Brit informal spot on. 

bean ► noun. See list. 


a dzub/ edu M French bean pea bean 
pafZpob 
pinto bean 
puyJentif 


black bed 


garden pea 

haricot bean ted bean 

runner bean 


borto ta ban 


Sn^bten 


cmaeMbd ttMapkauk 
cwwpp pee 


soap bean 
anoidpe* 
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bear 1 bverb OsHe was bearing a box of cookies: 
carry, bring, transport, move, convey, take, 
fetch, deliver. Informal tote. Qthe bag bore my 
name: display, exhibit, be marked with, show, 
cany, have. QwW it bear his weight? support, 
cany, hold up, prop up. Qthey cant bear the 
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cost alone: sustain, cany, support, shoulder, ab- 
sorb, take on. Qshe bore no grudge: harbour. 
foster, entertain, cherish, nurse, nurture, brood 
over. 0such a solution does not bear close scrutiny: 
withstand, stand up to. stand, put up with, 
take, cope with, handle, sustain, accept. QI 
can't bear having him around: endure, tolerate, 
put up with, stand, abide, submit to. experi- 
ence. undergo, go through, countenance, 
brave, weather, stomach, support; Scottish thole; 
informal hack, swallow, Brit, informal stick, wear, be 
doing with; formal brook; archaic suffer. Qshe 
bore a son: give birth to. bring forth, deliver, be 
delivered of, have, produce, spawn; N. Amer 
birth; informal drop; poetic/ literary beget. Qa shrub 
that bears yellow berries: produce, yield, give 
forth, give, grow, provide, supply. ©bear left 
at the junction: veer, curve, swerve, fork, di- 
verge, deviate, turn. bend. 

■ boar onsself conduct oneself, cany one- 
self, acquit oneself, act, behave, perform; formal 
comport oneself. 

■ boar down on advance on. close in on, 
move in on, converge on. 

■ boar fruit yield results, get results, succeed, 
meet with success, be successful, be effective, 
be profitable, work, go as planned; informal pay 
off. come off, pan out, do the trick, do the 
business. 

■ boar something In mind take into account, 
take into consideration, remember, consider, 
be mindful, mind, mark, heed. 

■ boar on be relevant to, appertain to. per- 
tain to, relate to. have a bearing on, have rele- 
vance to, apply to, be pertinent to. 

■ boar something out confirm, corroborate, 
substantiate, endorse, vindicate, give credence 
to, support, ratify, warrant, uphold, justify, 
prove, authenticate, verify. 

■ boar up remain cheerful, grin and bear it; 
cope, manage, get by, muddle through; informal 
hack it. 

■ boar with be patient with, show forbearance 
towards, make allowances for, tolerate, put up 
with, endure. 

■ boar wttnoss/tostlmony to testify to. be 
evidence of, be proof of, attest to, evidence, 
prove, vouch for. demonstrate, show, establish, 
indicate, reveal, bespeak. 

bear 1 ► noun. See list. 

-RELATED TERMS UTSine. 


9qwq 



black (Ms 
bftmntbear 

Oftedy boor 
honey bear 
Mae bear 

red panda 
doth bear 

bstr 

fBusquav 

beer 

glntpm* 

polar boar 

sun bear 


► adjective tolerable, endurable. 

supportable, sustainable, 
board ►noun a blade beard: 

FACIAL HAIR. Whis- 


ken, stubble, designer stubble, five o'clock 
shadow, bristles; goatee, imperial, Vandyke. 

► vsib I bearded him when he was on his own: con- 
front, face, challenge, brave, come face to face 
with, meet head on; defy, oppose, stand up 
against, square up to, dare, throw down the 
gauntlet to. 


baardad ► sdjscti ve unshaven, whiskered, 
whiskery, bewhiskered; stubbly, bristly. 
-opposites clean shaven. 

baarar ►noun Qa lantern-bearer, carrier, por- 
ter. Qthe bearer of bad news: messenger, agent, 
conveyor, carrier, emissary. Qthe bearer of the 
documents: holder, possessor, owner. 

baarlng ► noun Qa man of military bearing: pos- 
ture, stance, carriage, gait; Bat. deportment; for- 
ma/ comportment. Qa rather regal bearing: de- 
meanour, manner, air. aspect, attitude, behav- 
iour, mien, style. Q this has no bearing on the 
matter, relevance, pertinence, connection, ap- 
positeness, germaneness, importance, signifi- 
cance. application. Qa bearing of 015 °: direc- 
tion, orientation, course, trajectoiy, heading, 
tack, path, line, run. Qhe tormented her beyond 
bearing, endurance, tolerance, toleration. 01 
lost my bearings: orientation, sense of direction; 
whereabouts, location, position. 

baast ► noun Qthe beasts of the forest: animal. 
creature, brute; N Amer. informal critter. Qhe is a 
cruel beast: monster, brute, savage, barbarian, 
animal, swine, pig, ogre, fiend, sadist, demon, 
devil. 

-RELATED TERMS bestial. 

baastly ►adj«ctivt (Brit, informal) Q politics is a 
beastly profession: awful, horrible, rotten, nasty, 
foul, objectionable, unpleasant, disagreeable, 
offensive, vile, hateful, detestable; informal ter- 
rible. God-awful. Qhe was beastly to her. unkind, 
malicious, mean, nasty, unpleasant, unfriendly, 
spiteful, cruel, vicious, base. foul, malevolent, 
despicable, contemptible; informal horrible, hor- 
rid. rotten. 

-opposites pleasant, kind. 

beat ► verb Qthey were beaten with truncheons: 
hit, strike, batter, thump, bang, hammer, 
punch, knock, thrash, pound, pummel, slap, 
rain blows on; assault, attack, abuse; cudgel, 
club, birch; informal wallop, belt, bash, whack, 
thwack, clout, clobber, slug, tan, biff, bop, 
sock. deck. plug, beat the living daylights out 
of. give someone a good hiding. Qthe waves 
beat all along the shore: break on/against, dash 
against; lash, strike, lap. wash; splash, ripple, 
roll; poetic/ literary plash, lave. Qthe metal is beaten 
into a die: hammer, forge, form, shape, mould, 
work, stamp, fashion, model. Qher heart was 
stm beating, pulsate, pulse, palpitate, vibrate, 
throb; pump, pound, thump, thud, hammer, 
drum; pitter-patter, go pit-a-pat Qthe eagle beat 
its wings: flap, flutter, thresh, thrash, wave, vi- 
brate. oscillate. Qbeat the cream into the mixture: 
whisk, mift, blend, whip. Qshe beat a path 
through the grass: tread, tramp, trample, wear, 
flatten, press down. Qthe team they need to beat. 
defeat, conquer, win against, get the better of, 
vanquish, trounce, rout, overpower, overcome, 
subdue; informal lick, thrash, whip, wipe the 
floor with, clobber. Qhe beat the record: sur- 
pass, exceed, better, improve on, go one better 
than, eclipse, transcend, top. trump, cap. 

► noun Qthe song has a good beat rhythm, pulse, 
metre, time, measure, cadence; stress, accent. 
(Qthe beat of hooves: pounding, banging, thump- 
ing, thudding, booming, hammering, battering, 
crashing. Qthe beat of her heart pulse, pulsat- 
ing, vibration, throb, palpitation, reverber- 
ation; pounding, thump, thud, hammering, 
drumming; pit-a-pat. Qa pcHceman on his beat 
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circuit, round, route, way. path. 

adjactiv* ( informal) phew, I'm beat l See exhausted 

sense 1. 

■ teat a (hasty) retreat. See retreat vert) 
sense 1. 

■ teat It (informal). See run verb sense 2. 

■ teat somaona/somathing off repel, fight 
off. fend off, stave off, repulse, drive away/ 
back, force back, beat back, push back, put to 
flight. 

■ teat somaona up assault, attack, mug, 
thrash; informal knock about/around, do over, 
work over, rough up, fill in, lay into, lace into, 
sail into, beat the living daylights out of. let 
someone have it; Bnt. informal duff someone up; 
N Amer informal beat up on. 

beatific ^adjective Qa beatific smile: raptur 
ous, joyful, ecstatic, seraphic, blissful, serene, 
happy, beaming. 0 a beatific vision: blessed, 
exalted, sublime, heavenly, holy, divine, celes- 
tial, paradisical, glorious, 
beatify ► verb canonize, bless, sanctify, hallow, 
consecrate, make holy. 

beatitude ► noun blessedness, benediction, 
grace; bliss, ecstasy, exaltation, supreme happi' 
ness, divine joy/rapture; saintliness, sainthood, 
beau ► noun ( dated) Q Sally and her beau: boy 
friend, sweetheart, lover, darling, partner, sig- 
nificant other, escort, young man, admirer, 
suitor. 0an eighteenth-century beau: dandy, fop. 
man about town; informal, dated swell; dated pop- 
injay: archaic coxcomb. 

Beaufort scale ► noun. See list at wind. 
beautiful ► adjoctto attractive, pretty, hand- 
some, good-looking, alluring, prepossessing; 
lovely, charming, delightful, appealing, en- 
gaging, winsome; ravishing, gorgeous, stun- 
ning. arresting, glamorous, bewitching, beguil- 
ing; graceful, elegant, exquisite, aesthetic, artis- 
tic, decorative, magnificent; Scottish & N English 
bonny; informal tasty, divine, knockout, drop- 
dead gorgeous, fanciable; Bnt informal smashing; 
N Amer. informal cute, foxy; Austral / NZ informal 
beaut, spunky; poetic/ literary beauteous; archaic 
comely, fair. 

-opposites ugly. 

beautify hvwrb adorn, embellish, enhance, 
decorate, ornament, garnish, gild, smarten, 
prettify, enrich, glamorize, spruce up, deck 
(out), trick out, grace; informal get up, do up, do 
out, tart up. 

-opposites spoil, uglify. 

beauty ►noun Qthe great beauty of the scenery: 
attractiveness, prettiness, good looks, comeli- 
ness, allure; loveliness, charm, appeal, heaven- 
liness; winsomeness, grace, elegance, exquisite- 
ness; splendour, magnificence, grandeur, im- 
pressiveness, decorativeness; gorgeousness, 
glamour, Scottish A N. English bonniness; poetic/ 
literary beauteousness, pulchritude. Qshe is a 
beauty: beautiful woman, belle, vision, Venus, 
goddess, beauty queen, English rose, picture; In- 
formal looker, good looker, lovely, stunner, 
knockout, bombshell, dish, cracker, peach, eye 
fill, bit of all right, BrfL Informal smasher. Qthe 
beauty of this plan: advantage, attraction, 
strength, benefit, boon, blessing, good thing, 
strong point, virtue, merit, selling point 
-opposites ugliness, drawback. 


■ teavor away (informal). See slog verb sense 1. 

becalmed ►adjective motionless, still, at a 
standstill, at a halt, unmoving, stuck. 

because ► conjunction since, as, in view of the 
fact that, owing to the fact that, seeing that/as; 
informal on account of; poetic/ literary for. 
-opposites despite. 

■ tecausa of on account of, as a result of, as 
a consequence of. owing to, due to; thanks to, 
by/in virtue of, formal by reason of. 

beckon ►verb Qthe guard beckoned to Benny: 
gesture, signal, wave, gesticulate, motion. 
Qthe countryside beckons you: entice, invite, 
tempt, coax, lure, charm, attract, draw, call. 

become ►verb Qshe became rich: grow, get. 
turn, come to be. get to be; poetic/ literary wax. 
Qhe became a tyrant: turn into, change into, be 
transformed into, be converted into. ©he be- 
came Foreign Secretary: be appointed (as), be as- 
signed as. be nominated, be elected (as), be 
made. O the dress becomes her: suit, flatter, look 
good on; set off. show to advantage; informal do 
something for. 0 it ill becomes him to preach the 
gospel: befit, suit; formal behove. 

■ tecomo of happen to. be the fate of. be the 
lot of, overtake; poetic/ literary befall, betide. 

becoming ► adjective flattering, fetching; at- 
tractive. lovely, pretty, handsome; stylish, ele- 
gant, chic, fashionable, tasteful; archaic comely. 

bed ► noun Qshe got into bed: couch, cot, cradle, 
berth, billet; informal the sack, the hay; Bnt. infor- 
mal one’s pit; Scottish informal one’s kip. See list. 
Qa flower bed: patch, plot, border, strip. 0 built 
on a bed of stones: base, foundation, support, 
prop, substructure, substratum. Qa river bed: 
bottom, floor, ground. 

► verb Qthe tiles are bedded in mortar, embed, set. 
fix, insert, inlay, implant, bury, base, plant, set- 
tle. Qtime to bed out the seedlings : plant (out), 
transplant. 

■ ted down. See go to bed. 

■ go to bod retire, call it a day; go to sleep, 
have/take a nap, have a doze, get some sleep; 
informal hit the sack, hit the hay, turn in. snatch 
forty winks, get some shut-eye; Bnt informal have 
a kip, get some kip, hit the pit; N. Amer. informal 
catch some Zs. 


Beds 



beda ub ►verb (poetic/ Mtavy) smear, daub, be- 
spatter, spatter, splatter, cover, coat; poetic/ 
literary besmirch, begrime. 

bedclothes ►plural noun bedding, sheets and 
blankets; bed linen; bedcovers, covers. 

bedding ► noun. See bedclothes. 
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bedeck ►vtrb decorate, adorn, ornament, 
embellish, furnish, garnish, trim, deck, grace, 
enrich, dress up, trick out; swathe, wreathe, 
festoon; informal get up, do out; poetic/ literary fur- 
below. 

bedevil ►vtrb afflict, torment, beset, assail, 
beleaguer, plague, blight, rack, oppress, hany, 
curse, dog; harass, distress, trouble, worry, tor- 
ture. 

bedlam ►noun uproar, pandemonium, com- 
motion, mayhem, confusion, disorder, chaos, 
anarchy, lawlessness; furore, upheaval, hub- 
bub, hurly-burly, turmoil, riot, ruckus, rumpus, 
tumult; informal hullabaloo, ructions, snafu. 
-opposites calm. 

bedraggled ► adjective dishevelled, dis- 
ordered. untidy, unkempt, tousled, disar- 
ranged, in a mess; N. Amer. informal mussed. 
-opposites neat, clean, dry. 

bedridden ► adjective confined to bed, immo- 
bilized; informal laid up, flat on one’s back. 

bedrock ► noun th is fact is the bedrock of our au - 
thonty: core, basis, base, foundation, roots, 
heart, backbone, principle, essence, nitty-gritty; 
informal nuts and bolts. 

bedspread ►noun bedcover, coverlet, quilt, 
throwover, blanket; Bnt eiderdown; N Amer 
throw, spread, comforter; dated counterpane. 

bee 

-RELATED TERMS apian. 

beef (informal) ►noun Q there’s plenty of beef on 
him: muscle, brawn, bulk; strength, power. 
©Ms beef was about the cost, complaint, criti- 
cism. objection, cavil, quibble, grievance, 
grumble, grouse; informal gripe, grouch, moan, 
whinge. 

► vtrb security was being beefed up: toughen up. 
strengthen, build up, reinforce, consolidate, in- 
vigorate. improve. 

beefy ► adjective (i informal) muscular, brawny, 
hefty, burly, hulking, strapping, well built, 
solid, strong, powerful, heavy, robust, sturdy; 
informal hunky, husky. 

-opposites puny. 

beer ► noun ale, brew; Bnt. informal wallop, pint, 
jar. Austral / NZ informal hop, sherbet. See list 
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beetle ►noun. See list at insect. 

-related terms coleopteran, coleopterous. 

► verb (Informal) he beet led past, scurry, scamper, 
scuttle, bustle, hurry, hasten, rush, dash; infor- 
mal scoot, zip. 

beetling ►elective projecting, protruding, 
prominent, overhanging, sticking out, jutting 
out 


befell ►verb (poetic/ literary) Qtke same fate befell 
him: happen to, overtake, come upon, be visit- 
ed on. QteU us what befell: happen, occur, take 
place, come about, transpire, materialize; 
ensue, follow, result; N Amer. informal go down; 
poetic/ literary come to pass, betide; forma/ eventu- 
ate. 

befitting ►preposition in keeping with, as be- 
fits, appropriate to. fit for, suitable for. suited 
to, proper to, right for, compatible with, con- 
sistent with, in character with; archaic meet for. 
befogged ► adjective confused, muddled, fud- 
dled, befuddled, groggy, dizzy, muzzy; informal 
dopey, woozy, not with it 
-opposites lucid. 

before ► preposition Qht dressed up before going 
out: prior to, previous to. earlier than, prepara- 
tory to. in preparation for, preliminary to. m 
anticipation of. in expectation of, in advance 
of, ahead of, leading up to, on the eve of, rare 
anterior to. Qhe appeared before the Judge: in 
front of, in the presence of. in the sight of. 
0 death before dishonour, in preference to, ra- 
ther than, sooner than. 

-RELATED TERMS pre-. 

-opposites after. 

► adverb Qshe has ridden before: previously, be- 
fore now/then, until now/then, up to now/ 
then; earlier, formerly, hitherto, in the past, in 
days gone by; formal heretofore. 0 a small party 
went on before: ahead, in front, in advance. 
-opposites behind. 

beforehand ►adverb IN advance, in readi- 
ness, ahead of time; before, before now/then, 
earlier (on), previously, already, sooner. 
-opposites afterwards. 

befriend ► verb make friends with, make a 
friend of; look after, help, protect, stand by. 

befuddled ► adjective confused, muddled, ad- 
dled. bewildered, disorientated, all at sea, 
fazed, perplexed, dazed, dizzy, stupefied, 
groggy, muzzy, foggy, fuzzy, dopey, woozy; in- 
formal mixed up; N Amer informal discombobu- 
lated. 

-opposites clear. 

beg ►verb Qhe begged on the streets: ask for 
money, seek charity, seek alms; informal sponge, 
cadge, scrounge, bum; Bnt mfonnal scab; N. Amer 
informal mooch; Austral /NZ informal bludge. ©we 
begged for mercy: ask for, request, plead for, ap- 
peal for. call for, sue for, solicit, seek, press for. 
0he begged her not to go: implore, entreat, 
plead with, appeal to, supplicate, pray to, im- 
portune; ask, request, call on. petition; poetic/ 
literary beseech. 

begat ►verb (poetic/ literary) Qhe begat a son: 
father, sire, have, bring into the world, give 
life to, bring into being, spawn. Q violence be- 
gets violence: cause, give rise to, lead to, result 
in, bring about, create, produce, generate, en- 
gender, spawn, occasion, bring on. precipitate, 
prompt, provoke, kindle, trigger, spark off, 
touch off, stir up. whip up, induce, inspire, 
promote; poetic /literary enkindle, 
b iggi r ► noun Qhe never turned any beggar from 
Ms kitchen door tramp, beggarman, beggar- 
woman. vagrant, vagabond, me ndi c ant; N. Amer 
hobo; Informal scrounger, sponger, cadger, free- 
loader. Brit Informal dosser, N. Amer. Informal bum. 
moocher, mooch, schnorrer, Austral. /NZ Informal 



beggarly / behind 


72 


bagman, bludger; rare clochard. & (Informal) the 
lucky beggar! See person. 

► vtrfa the fare beggared her for a week: impoverish. 
make poor, reduce to penury, bankrupt, make 
destitute, pauperize, ruin, wipe out, break, 
cripple; bring someone to their knees. 

beggarly * adjective Qa beggarly sum: meagre, 
paltry, pitiful, miserable, miserly, ungenerous, 
scant, scanty, skimpy, puny, inadequate, insuf- 
ficient, insubstantial; informal measly, stingy, 
pathetic, piddling, piffling, mingy; formal exigu- 
ous. ©in beggarly circumstances : wretched, mis- 
erable, sordid, squalid, shabby, mean; poor, 
poverty-stricken, impoverished, distressed, 
needy, destitute. 

-opposites considerable, affluent. 

b^mary ► noun poverty, penury, destitution, 
ruin, ruination, indigence, impecuniousness, 
impoverishment, need, privation, pauperism, 
mendicity, want, hardship, reduced circum- 
stances. straitened circumstances, debt, finan- 
cial ruin; rare paupetdom. 

begin ►verb Owe began work: start, com- 
mence. set about, go about, embark on, launch 
into, get down to, take up; initiate, set in mo- 
tion, institute, inaugurate, get ahead with; infor- 
mal get cracking on, get going on. ©he began by 
saying hello: open, lead off. get under way. get 
going, get off the ground, start (off), go ahead, 
commence; informal start the ball rolling, kick 
off, get the show on the road, fire away, take 
the plunge, ©when did the illness begin? appear, 
arise, become apparent, make an appearance, 
spring up. crop up, turn up, come into exist- 
ence, come into being, originate, start, com- 
mence. develop; poetic/ literary come to pass. 
-related terms incipient, inceptive, incho- 
ate, embryonic. 

-opposites finish, end. disappear. 

beginner ► noun novice, starter, (raw) recruit, 
newcomer, tyro, fledgling, neophyte, initiate, 
fresher, freshman, cub. probationer; postulant, 
novitiate; N. Amer. tenderfoot; informal rookie, 
new kid (on the block), newie, newbie; N. Amer. 
informal greenhorn, probie. 

-opposites expert, veteran. 

beginning ►noun ©the beginning of socialism: 
dawn, birth, inception, conception, origination, 
genesis, emergence, rise, start, commence- 
ment, starting point, launch, onset, outset; day 
one; informal kick-off. ©the beginning of the article: 
opening, start, commencement, first part, 
introduction, preamble, opening statement, 
©the therapy has its beginnings in China: origin, 
source, roots, starting point, birthplace, fons et 
origo. cradle, spring, early stages, fountain- 
head; genesis, creation; poetic/ literary fount, well 
spring. 

-opposites end, conclusion. 

bggrllM ►verb (poetic/literary) dirty, soil, sully, 
stain, mark, muddy; smear, daub, spatter, be- 
spatter, splatter; poetic/ literary besmirch, bedaub. 

begrudge ► verb ©she begrudged Brian his afflu- 
ence: envy, grudge; resent, be jealous of, be en- 
vious of. ©don't begrudge the cost: resent, feel 
aggrieved about feel bitter about be annoyed 
about be resentful of, grudge, mind, object to, 
take exception to, regret give unwillingly, give 
reluctantly. 


bogull* ►verb ©she was beguiled by its beauty. 
charm, attract, enchant, entrance, win over, 
woo, captivate, bewitch, spellbind, dazzle, hyp- 
notize, mesmerize, seduce. Q the programme has 
been beguiling children for years: entertain, 
amuse, delight, please, occupy, absorb, engage, 
distract, divert, fescinate, enthral, engross. 
-opposites repel, bore. 

beguiling ►adjective charming, enchanting, 
entrancing, charismatic, captivating, bewitch- 
ing, spellbinding, hypnotizing, mesmerizing, 
magnetic, alluring, enticing, tempting, invit- 
ing, seductive, irresistible; informal come-hither. 
-opposites unappealing. 

behalf 

■ on bohalf off/on somoono’s behalf ©I am 

writing on behalf of my client: as a representative 
of, as a spokesperson for, for, in the name of. 
in place of. on the authority of, at the behest 
of. ©a campaign on behalf of cycling, in the inter 
ests of. in support of, for, for the benefit of. 
for the good of, for the sake of. 

behave ►vtrb ©she behaved badly: conduct 
oneself, act, acquit oneself, bear oneself; formal 
comport oneself; archaic deport oneself, ©the 
children behaved themselves: act correctly, act 
properly, conduct oneself well, be well be- 
haved, be good; be polite, show good manners, 
mind one's manners, mind one's Ps and Qs. 
-opposites misbehave. 

behaviour ►noun ©his behaviour was inexcus- 
able: conduct, bearing, etiquette; actions, do- 
ings; manners, ways; N. Amer. deportment; formal 
comportment, ©the behaviour of these organisms: 
functioning, action, performance, operation, 
working, reaction, response. 

behead ► verb decapitate, cut someone’s head 
off, guillotine. 

behest ►noun (poetic/ literary) instruction, re- 
quirement, demand, insistence, bidding, re- 
quest, wish, desire, will; command, order, de- 
cree. ruling, directive; informal say-so. 

behind ►proposition ©he hid behind a tree: at 
the back/rear of. beyond, on the far/other 
side of, N. Amer. in back of. ©a guard ran behind 
him: after, following, at the back/rear of, hard 
on the heels of, in the wake of. ©you are be- 
hind the rest of the class: less advanced than, 
slower than, weaker than, inferior to. ©he was 
behind the bombings: responsible for. at the bot- 
tom of, the cause of, the source of, the organ- 
izer of, to blame for, culpable of, guilty of. 
Qthey have the nation behind diem: supporting, 
backing, for, on the side of, in agreement with; 
financing; informal rooting for. 

-opposites in front of, ahead of. 

► adverb ©a man followed behind: after, after- 
wards, at the back/end, in the rear. ©I locked 
behind: over one’s shoulder, to/towards the 
back, to/towards the rear, backwards. Q we’re 
behind, so don’t stop: (running) late, behind 
schedule, behindhand, not on time, behind 
time, ©he was behind with his subscription: in ar- 
rears. overdue; late, unpunctual, behindhand. 
-opposites in front, ahead. 

► noun (informal) he sat on Ms behind. See bottom 
noun sense 6. 

■ put BOff f t h lng Mtlnd on* consign to the 
past, put down to experience, regard as water 
under the bridge, foiget about ignore. 
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behindhand ► adverb behind, behind sched' 
ule/time; late, belated, unpunctual, slow. 
-oppositbs ahead. 

behold ► varb (poetic/ literary) no eyes beheld them: 
see. observe, view, look at, watch, survey, gaze 
at/upon, regard, contemplate, inspect, eye; 
catch sight of, glimpse, spot, spy, notice; informal 
clap eyes on. have/take a gander at, get a load 
of. Brit, informal have/take a dekko at, have/take 
a butcher's at. have/take a shufti at, clock; N. 
Amer. informal eyeball; poetic/ literary espy, descry. 

► exclamation (archaic) behold, here I amt look, see; 
archaic lo. 

beholden ► adjactiva indebted, in someone’s 
debt, obligated, under an obligation; grateful, 
owing a debt of gratitude. 

behove ►verb (formal) © it behoves me to go: be 
incumbent on, be obligatory for, be required of, 
be expected of. be appropriate for. Q it til be- 
hoves them to comment: befit, become, suit. 

beige ► adjective fawn, pale brown, buff, sand, 
sandy, oatmeal, biscuit, coffee, coffee-coloured, 
caffe au lait, camel, ecru. 

being ►noun Q she is warmed by his very being: 
existence, living, life, reality, actuality, essen- 
tial nature, lifeblood, vital force; Philosophy esse. 
©God is alive in the being of man: soul, spirit, 
nature, essence, inner being, inner self, psyche; 
heart, bosom, breast; Philosophy quiddity, 
pneuma. ©an enlightened being: creature, life 
form, living entity, living thing, (living) soul, 
individual, person, human (being). 

belabour ► verb Qhe belaboured the driver about 
the head: beat. hit. strike, smack, batter, pum- 
mel, pound, buffet, rain blows on. thrash; N. 
Amer. beat up on; informal wallop, whack, clout, 
clobber, bop, biff, sock, plug; N. Amer. informal 
whale; archaic smite. Qhe was belaboured in the 
press: criticize, attack, berate, censure, con- 
demn. denounce, denigrate, revile, pilloiy, flay, 
lambaste, savage, tear/pull to pieces, run 
down; infomnal knock, slam, pan. bash, take 
apart, crucify, hammer, lay into, roast; Brit, infor- 
mal slate, rubbish, slag off, N. Amer. informal pum- 
mel, cut up; formal castigate, excoriate, ©don’t 
belabour the point: over-elaborate, labour, 
dwell on. harp on about, hammer away at; 
overdo, overplay, over-dramatize, make too 
much of. place too much emphasis on; informal 
flog to death, drag out. make a big thing of, 
blow out of all proportion. 

-opposites praise, understate. 

belated ►adjective late, overdue, behindhand, 
behind time, behind schedule, delayed, tardy, 
unpunctual. 

-opposites early. 

belch ►verb O onions make me belch: bring up 
wind; informal burp; Scottish S N. English informal 
rift, ©the furnace belched flames: emit, give off, 
give out, pour out, discharge, disgorge, spew 
out, spit out, vomit, cough up; poetic /literary dis- 
embogue. 

► noun he gave a loud belch : informal burp; Scottish & 
N. English informal rift; formal eructation. 

beleaguered ► elective Othe beleaguered gar- 
rison: besieged, under siege, blockaded, sur- 
rounded, encircled, hemmed in, under attack, 
©a beleaguered government; hard-pressed, 
troubled, in difficulties, under pressure, under 


stress, with one's back to the wall, in a right 
comer, in a tight spot; Informal up against it. 

belle ►verb ©his eyes belied his words: contra- 
dict, be at odds with, call into question, give 
the lie to, show/prove to be false, disprove, de- 
bunk, discredit, controvert, negative; formal con- 
fute. ©his image belies his talent, conceal, cover, 
disguise; misrepresent, falsify, give a false 
idea/account of. 

-opposites testify to, reveal, 
belief ► noun ©it’s my belief that age is irrelevant. 
opinion, view, conviction, judgement, thinking, 
way of thinking, idea, impression, theory, con- 
clusion, notion. Q belief in God: faith, trust, reli- 
ance. confidence, credence, ©traditional beliefs: 
ideology, principle, ethic, tenet, canon; doc- 
trine. teaching, dogma, article of faith, creed, 
credo. 

-opposites disbelief, doubt, 
believable ► adjective credible, plausible, ten- 
able, able to hold water, conceivable, likely, 
probable, possible, feasible, reasonable, with a 
ring of truth. 

-opposites inconceivable. 

believe ► verb ©I don’t believe you: be con- 
vinced by, trust, have confidence in, consider 
honest, consider truthful, ©do you believe that 
story? regard as true, accept, be convinced by, 
give credence to. credit, trust, put confidence 
in; mfonnal swallow, buy, go for. ©I believe he 
worked for you: think, be of the opinion that, 
have an idea that, imagine, suspect, suppose, 
assume, presume, take it, conjecture, surmise, 
conclude, deduce, understand, be given to 
understand, gather, fancy, guess, dare say; infor- 
mal reckon, figure; archaic ween. 

-opposites doubt. 

■ believe In Qshe believed in God: be convinced 
of the existence of, be sure of the existence 
of. ©I believe in lots of exercise: have faith in, pin 
one’s faith on. trust in, have eveiy confidence 
in. cling to. set (great) store by, value, be con- 
vinced by. be persuaded by; subscribe to. ap- 
prove of, informal swear by. rate, 
believer ►noun devotee, adherent, disciple, 
follower, supporter, upholder, worshipper. 
-opposites infidel, sceptic, 
belittle ► verb disparage, denigrate, run down, 
deprecate, depreciate, downgrade, play down, 
trivialize, minimize, make light of, treat light- 
ly; informal do down, pooh-pooh; formal derogate; 
rare misprize. 

-opposites praise, magnify, 
belle ►noun beauty, vision, picture, pin-up, 
beauty queen, English rose, goddess, Venus; in- 
formal looker, good looker, lovely, stunner, 
knockout, bombshell, dish, cracker, bobby- 
dazzler, peach, honey, eyeful, sight for sore 
eyes, bit of all right; Brit. Informal smasher, 
bellicose ► adjective belligerent, aggressive, 
hostile, antagonistic, pugnacious, truculent, 
confrontational, contentious, militant, combat- 
ive; informal spoiling for a fight; Brit Informal 
stroppy, bolshie; N. Amer. Informal scrappy; rare 
oppugnant 

-oppositbs peaceable. 

belligerent ► abortive ©a belligerent stare: 
hostile, aggressive, threatening, antagonistic, 
pugnacious, bellicose, truculent, confrontation- 
al, contentious, militant, combative;, informal 
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spoiling for a fight; Brit, informal stroppy, bolshie ; 
N. Arm. informal scrappy, rare oppugnant. 0the 
belligerent states: warring, at war, combatant, 
fighting, battling. 

-opposites peaceable, neutral. 

hallow ► vtfb she bellowed in his ear. roar, 
shout, bawl, thunder, trumpet, boom, bark, 
yell, shriek, howl, scream; raise one's voice; in- 
formal holler. 

-opposites whisper. 

► noun a bellow cf pain : roar, shout, bawl, bark, 
yell, yelp, shriek, howl, scream; informal holler. 
-opposites whisper. 

belly ► noun he scratched his belly, stomach, ab- 
domen, paunch, middle, midriff, girth; informal 
tummy, turn, gut. guts, insides, pot, pot belly, 
beer belly, beer gut. bread basket; Scottish infor- 
mal kyte; N. Amer. informal bay window; dated cor- 
poration. 

► verb her sldrt bellied out: billow (out), bulge 
(out), balloon (out), bag (out), fill (out); distend. 
-oppositbs sag, flap. 

belong ► Vtfb Qthe house belongs to his mother. 
be owned by. be the property of, be the posses- 
sion of, be held by, be in the hands of. 01 be- 
long to a trade union: be a member of, be in. be 
affiliated to, be allied to, be associated with, be 
linked to. be an adherent of. Qthe garden be- 
longs to the basement flat: be part of, be attached 
to, be an adjunct of, go with. Q these creatures 
belong with bony fish: be classed, be classified, 
be categorized, be included, have a place, be 
located, be situated, be found, lie. 0she doesn't 
belong here: fit in. be suited to, have a rightful 
place, have a home; informal go, dick. 

belonging ►noun affiliation, acceptance, as- 
sodation, attachment, integration, doseness; 
rapport, fellow feeling, fellowship. 

-opposites alienation. 

belongings ►plural noun possessions, effects, 
worldly goods, chattels, property, informal gear, 
tackle, kit, things, stuff, bits and pieces, bits 
and bobs; Brit, informal clobber, gubbins. 

beloved ► adjtctfvt her beloved brother, darling, 
dear, dearest, predous, adored, much loved, 
cherished, treasured, prized, highly regarded, 
admired, esteemed, worshipped, revered, ven- 
erated, idolized. 

-opposites hated. 

► noun he watched h is beloved: sweetheart, love, 
darling, dearest, lover, girlfriend, boyfriend, 
young lady, young man. lady friend, man 
friend; infonnal steady, baby, angel, honey, pet; 
poetic/ literary swain; dated beau; archaic paramour, 
doxy. 

bslOW ►proposition Qthe water rushed below 
them: beneath, under, underneath, further 
down than, lower than. Qthe sum is below aver- 
age: less than, lower than, under, not as much 
as, smaller than. 0a captain is below a major. 
lower than, under, inferior to, subordinate to. 
subservient to. 

-RELATED TERMS hypo-, SUb-. 

-opposites above, over, more than. 

► adsorb 01 could see what was happening below: 
further down, lower down, in a lower pos- 
ition, underneath, beneath. Qthe statements 
below : underneath, following, further on, at a 
later point 


baft ►noun Qthe belt of her coat, girdle , sash, 
strap, cummerbund, band; poetic/ literary cincture; 
historical baldric. Ofarmers in die cotton belt: re- 
gion. area, district, zone, sector, tenitoiy; tract, 
strip, stretch. 0 {informal) a belt across the face: 
blow, punch, smack, crack, slap, bang, thump, 
knock, box; informal clout, bash, clip, biff, 
whack, thwack, wallop, sock, swipe; Brit, informal 
slosh; N. Amer. informal boff, bust, slug, whale; ar- 
chaic smite. 

► verb O she belted the children in: fasten, tie, bind; 
poetic/ literary gird. Q {infonnal) a guy belted him in 
the face: hit, strike, smack, slap, bang, beat, 
punch, thump, welt; informal clout, bash, biff, 
whack, thwack, wallop, sock, slog, clobber, 
bop, lam, larrup; N. Amer. informal boff. bust, 
slug, whale; archaic smite. 0 {informal) he belted 
down the ML See speed verb sense 1. 

■ below the belt unfair, unjust, unacceptable, 
inequitable; unethical, unprincipled, immoral, 
unscrupulous, unsporting, sneaky, dishonour- 
able, dishonest, underhand; informal low-down, 
dirty; Brit, informal out of order, off, a bit thick, 
not cricket. 

■ belt up (i informal) be quiet, quieten down, be 
silent, fall silent, hush, stop talking, hold your 
tongue; informal shut up, shut your face/mouth/ 
trap, button your lip, pipe down, cut the 
cackle, put a sock in it; Brit, informal shut your 
gob, wrap up; N. Amer. Informal save it. 

bemoan ► Vtfb lament, bewail, mourn, grieve 
over, sorrow over, ciy over, deplore, complain 
about; archaic plain over. 

-opposites rejoice at. applaud. 

bemused ► adjective bewildered, confused, 
puzzled, perplexed, baffled, mystified, non- 
plussed, muddled, dumbfounded, at sea. at a 
loss, taken aback, disoriented, disconcerted; in- 
' formal flummoxed, bamboozled, clueless, fazed; 

N. Amer. informal discombobulated. 

bemusement ►noun bewilderment, confu- 
sion, puzzlement, perplexity, bafflement, be- 
foddlement, stupefaction, mystification, dis- 
orientation; informal bamboozlement; N. Amer. in- 
fonnal discombobulation. 

bench ►noun Q he sat on a bench: pew, form, 
stall, settle. 0 a laboratory bench: workbench, 
work table, worktop, work surface, counter. 
Qthe bench heard the evidence: judges, magis- 
trates. judiciary, court. 

benchmark ► noun standard, point of refer- 
ence, gauge, criterion, specification, canon, 
convention, guide, guideline, guiding principle, 
norm, touchstone, yardstick, barometer, indica- 
tor, measure, model, exemplar, pattern. 

bend ► voib Qthe frames can be bent to fit your 
face: curve, crook, flex, angle, hook, bow, arch, 
buckle, warp, contort, distort, deform. 0the 
highway bent to die left: turn, curve, incline, 
swing, veer, deviate, diverge, fink, change 
course, curl, loop. 0he bent down to tie his shoe: 
stoop, bow, crouch, hunch, lean down/over. 
Qthey want to bend me to their wfll: mould, 
shape, manipulate, direct force, press, influ- 
ence. incline, sway. 0he bent his mind to the 
question: direct, turn, train* steer, set 
-opposites straighten. 

► noun he came to a bend in the road : curve, turn, 
comer, kink, angle, arc, crescent twist crook, 
deviation, deflection, loop; dogleg, oxbow, zig- 
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zag; Brit hairpin bend, hairpin turn, hairpin; 
rare incurvation. 

-opposites straight. 

■ bond ovmr backwards (informal) try one's 
hardest, do one's best, do one's utmost, do all 
one can. give one's all. make eveiy effort; infor- 
mal do one's damnedest, go all out, pull out all 
the stops, bust a gut, move heaven and earth. 

beneath ► proposition Owe sat beneath the trees: 
under, underneath, below, at the foot of. at 
the bottom of; lower than. Q the rank beneath 
theirs: inferior to, below, not so important as, 
lower in status than, subordinate to. subservi- 
ent to. 0such an attitude was beneath her. un- 
worthy of, unbecoming to, degrading to, 
below. 

-opposite s above. 

► adverb sand with rock beneath: underneath, 
below, further down, lower down. 

-opposites above. 

benediction ► noun Qthe priest said a benedic- 
tion: blessing, prayer, invocation; grace. QfiUed 
with heavenly benediction: blessedness, beati- 
tude, bliss, grace. 

benefactor, benefactress ►noun pat 

ron, supporter, backer, sponsor; donor, con- 
tributor, subscriber; informal angel. 

beneficent ► adjective benevolent, charitable, 
altruistic, humanitarian, neighbourly, public- 
spirited, philanthropic; generous, magnani- 
mous. munificent, unselfish, unstinting, open- 
handed. liberal, lavish, bountiful; poetic/ literary 
bounteous. 

-opposites unkind, mean. 

beneficial ►adjective advantageous, favour- 
able. helpful, useful, of use, of benefit, of as- 
sistance, valuable, of value, profitable, reward- 
ing, gainful. 

-opposites disadvantageous. 

beneficiary ►noun HEIR, heiress, inheritor, 
legatee; recipient; Law devisee, cestui que trust; 
Scottish Law heritor. 

benefit ► noun o for the benefit of others: good, 
sake, welfare, well-being, advantage, comfort, 
ease, convenience; help. aid. assistance, service. 
Qthe benefits of working for a large firm: advan- 
tage, reward, merit, boon, blessing, virtue; 
bonus; value; infbmal perk; formal perquisite. 
0 state benefit: social security payments, pub- 
lic assistance allowance, welfare; charity, dona- 
tions, gifts, financial assistance; informal the 
dole; Scottish informal the buroo, the broo. 
-opposites detriment, disadvantage. 

► vtrb Qthe deal benefited them both: be advanta- 
geous to, be beneficial to, be of advantage to, 
be to the advantage of. profit, do good to, be of 
service to, serve, be useful to, be of use to, be 
helpful to. be of help to, help, aid. assist, be of 
assistance to; better, improve, strengthen, 
boost, advance, further. Qthey may benefit firm 
drugs: profit, gain, reap benefits, reap reward, 
make money; make the most of exploit, turn 
to one's advantage, put to good use, do well 
out of, informal cash in, make a killing. 

-oppositbs damage, suffer. 

bCMVOlmtCC ►noun kindness, kind-heart- 
edness. big-heartedness, goodness, goodwill, 
charity, altruism, humanitarianism, compas- 
sion, philanthropic; generosity, magnanimity, 
munificence, unselfishness, open-handedness, 


beneficence; poetic/ literary bounty, bounteous- 
ness. 

-opposites spite, miserliness, 
benevolent ► adjective Qa benevolent patri- 
arch: kind, kindly, kind-hearted, big-hearted, 
good-natured, good, benign, compassionate, 
caring, altruistic, humanitarian, philanthropic; 
generous, magnanimous, munificent, unselfish, 
open-handed, beneficent; poetic /literary boun- 
teous. Qa benevolent institution: charitable, 
non-profit-making, non-profit, not-for-profit; for- 
mal eleemosynary. 

-opposites unkind, tight-fisted. 

benighted ► adjective ignorant, unenlight- 
ened. uneducated, uninformed, backward, sim- 
ple; primitive, uncivilized, unsophisticated, 
philistine, barbarian, barbaric, barbarous; 
poeticl literary nescient; archaic rude. 

-opposites enlightened. 

benign ► adjective Qa benign grandfotheriy role: 
kindly, kind, warm-hearted, good-natured, 
friendly, warm, affectionate, agreeable, genial, 
congenial, cordial, approachable, tender- 
hearted, gentle, sympathetic, compassionate, 
caring, well disposed, benevolent. Qa benign 
climate: temperate, mild, gentle, balmy, soft, 
pleasant; healthy, wholesome, salubrious. O 
(Medicine) a benign tumour, harmless, non- 
malignant, non-cancerous. innocent; Medicine 
benignant. 

-opposites unfriendly, hostile, unhealthy, un- 
favourable. malignant. 

bent ► adjective Qthe bucket had a bent handle: 
twisted, crooked, warped, contorted, de- 
formed, misshapen, out of shape, irregular; 
bowed, arched, curved, angled, hooked, 
kinked; N Amer. informal pretzeled. Q (Brit informal) 
a bent policeman. See corrupt adjective sense 1. 
0 (Brit, informal). See homosexual adjective. 
-opposites straight, law-abiding, heterosexual. 

► noun an artistic bent: inclination, leaning, ten- 
dency; talent, gift, flair, aptitude, facility, skill, 
capability, capacity; predisposition, disposition, 
instinct, orientation, predilection, proclivity, 
propensity. 

■ bant on intent on, determined on. set on. 
insistent on, resolved on. hell-bent on; commit- 
ted to. single-minded about, obsessed with, fan- 
atical about, fixated on. 

benumbed ► adjective numb, unfeeling, in- 
sensible. stupefied, groggy, foggy, fuzzy, 
muzzy, dazed, dizzy; befuddled, fuddled, dis- 
oriented. confiised. bewildered, all at sea; infor- 
mal dopey, woozy, mixed up; N. Amer. informal dis- 
combobulated. 

-opposVtes perceptive. 

bequeath ►verb leave (in ONE’S will), will, 
make over, pass on, hand on/down, entrust, 
grant, transfer, donate, give; endow on, bestow 
on, confer on; Law demise, devise, convey. 

bequest ►noun legacy, inheritance, endow- 
ment, settlement; estate, heritage; bestowal, 
bequeathal; Law devise; Law, dated hereditament. 

berate ► veib scold, rebuke, reprimand, re- 
proach, reprove, admonish, chide, criticize, up- 
braid, take to task, pull up, read someone the 
Riot Act, haul over the coals; informal tell off, 
give someone a taUdng-to, give someone a 
telling-off, give someone a dressing-down, give 
someone a roasting, rap over the knuckles. 
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send someone away with a flea in their ear, 
bawl out, come down on. tear into, put on the 
mat, slap down, blast; Brit, informal tick off, have 
a go at carpet, give someone a rocket, give 
someone a rollicking, tear someone off a strip; 
Brit. Informal, dated give someone a wigging; N. 
Amer. Informal chew out, ream out, take to the 
woodshed; Austral, informal monster; formal casti- 
gate; dated call down, rate; rare reprehend, ob- 
jurgate. 

-opposites praise. 

bereaved ► adjective orphaned, widowed; 
mourning, grieving. 

bereavement ►noun death in the family, 
loss, passing (away), demise; formal decease, 
bereft ►adjective deprived, robbed, stripped, 
devoid, bankrupt; wanting, in need of, lacking, 
without; informal minus, sans, clean out of. 
berry ► noun. See list at fruit. 
berserk ►adjective MAD, crazy, insane, out of 
one's mind, hysterical, frenzied, crazed, de- 
mented. maniacal, manic, frantic, raving, wild, 
out of control, amok, on the rampage; informal 
off one's head, off the deep end. ape. bananas, 
bonkers, nuts, hyper, Brit, informal spare, crack- 
ers, barmy; N. Amer. informal postal, 
berth ► noun Qa 4-berth cabin: bunk, bed, cot, 
couch, hammock. Qthe vessel left its berth: 
mooring, dock. 

► verb Qthe ship berthed in London Docks: dock, 
moor, land, tie up, make fast. Qthe boats each 
berth six: accommodate, sleep. 

■ give someone/something a wldo barth 
avoid, shun, keep away from, stay away from, 
steer dear of, keep at arm’s length, have noth- 
ing to do with; dodge, sidestep, circumvent, 
skirt round. 

beseech ►verb (poetic/ literary) implore, beg, en- 
treat. plead with, appeal to. call on. supplicate, 
importune, pray to. ask, request, petition, 
beset ►verb O he is beset by fears: plague, be- 
devil, assail, beleaguer, afflict, torment, rack, 
oppress, trouble, worry, harass, dog. Qthey 
were beset by enemy forces: surround, besiege, 
hem in, shut in. fence in, box in. encircle, ring 
round. 

beside ►preposition QKate walked beside him: 
alongside, by/at the side of. next to. parallel 
to, abreast of. at someone’s elbow; adjacent to. 
next door to, cheek by jowl with; bordering, 
abutting, neighbouring. 0 beside Paula, she felt 
clumsy, compared with/to, in comparison with/ 
to. by comparison with, next to. against, con- 
trasted with, in contrast to/with. 

-RELATED TERMS para-. 

■bsslds oneself distraught, overcome, out 
of one's mind, frantic, desperate, distracted, at 
one's wits' end, frenzied, wound up, worked 
up; hysterical, unhinged, mad, crazed, berserk, 
demented. 

■ bsslds ths point See point 1 . 

besides ►preposition who did you ask besides 
Mary? in addition to, as well as, over and 
above, above and beyond, on top of, apart 
from, other than, aside from, but for, save for. 
not counting, excluding, not including, except, 
with the exception of, excepting, leaving aside; 
N. Amer. Informal outside of, archaic forbye. 

►adverb Q there's a lot more besides: m addition, as 
well, too, also, into the bargain, on top of that. 


to boot; archaic therewithal. Q besides, he’s a 
man: furthermore, moreover, further; anyway, 
anyhow, in any case, be that as it may; informal 
what's more; N. Amer. informal anyways, 
besiege ► verb Q the English army besieged Leith: 
lay siege to, beleaguer, blockade, surround; ar- 
chaic invest. Qfans besieged his hotel: surround, 
mob, crowd round, swarm round, throng 
round, ring round, encircle. 0 guilt besieged him: 
oppress, torment, torture, rack, plague, afflict, 
haunt, harrow, beset, beleaguer, trouble, be- 
devil, prey on. Qhe was besieged with requests: 
overwhelm, inundate, deluge, flood, swamp, 
snow under, bombard. 

besmirch ►vsrb (poetic/ literary ) sully, tarnish, 
blacken, drag through the mud/mire, stain, 
taint, smear, disgrace, dishonour, bring dis- 
credit to, damage, ruin. 

-opposites honour, enhance, 
besotted ►adjective infatuated, smitten, in 
love, head over heels in love, obsessed; doting 
on. greatly enamoured of informal bowled over 
by, swept off one’s feet by. struck on, crazy 
about, mad about, wild about, gone on, carry- 
ing a torch for; Brit, informal potty about 

bespatter ►verb splatter, spatter, splash, 
speck, fleck, spot; dirty, soil; Scottish A Irish 
slabber; informal splotch, splodge, splosh. 

bespeak ►verb Qa tree-lined road which bespoke 
money: indicate, be evidence of, be a sign of, 
denote, point to. testify to. evidence, reflect, 
demonstrate, show, manifest, display, signify; 
reveal, betray, informal spell; poetic/ literary be- 
token. Qhe hod bespoken a room: order, reserve, 
book; informal bag. 

-opposites belie. 

.bast ►ad|actlva Qthe best hotel in Paris: finest. 
greatest, top, foremost, leading, pre-eminent, 
premier, prime, first, chief, principal, supreme, 
of the highest quality, superlative, par excel- 
lence. unrivalled, second to none, without 
equal, nonpareil, unsurpassed, peerless, match- 
less, unparalleled, unbeaten, unbeatable, opti- 
mum, optimal, ultimate, incomparable, ideal, 
perfect; highest, record-breaking; informal star, 
number-one, a cut above the rest, top-drawer; 
formal unexampled. Qdo whatever you think best: 
most advantageous, most useful, most suit- 
able, most fitting, most appropriate; most pru- 
dent, most sensible, most advisable. 

-opposites worst. 

► adverb Qthe best-dressed man: to the highest 
standard, in the best way. Qthe food he liked 
best: most, to the highest/greatest degree. 
Q this is best done at home: most advantageous- 
ly. most usefully, most suitably, most fittingly, 
most appropriately, most sensibly, most pru- 
dently, most wisely, better. 

-opposites wont, least 

► noun O only die best wm do: finest, choicest, top, 
cream, choice, prime, elite, atone de la atone, 
flower, jewel in the crown, nonpareil; informal 
tops, pick of the bunch. Qs he dressed in her best: 
best clothes, finery, Sunday best. Informal best 
bib and tucker, glad rags. Ogive her my best: 
best wishes, regards, kind/kindest regards, 
greetings, compliments, felicitations, respects; 
love. 

► verb (i informal) die was not to be bested: defeat, 
beat, get the better of, outdo, outwit, outsmart 
worst, be more than a match for, prevail over, 
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vanquish, trounce, triumph over; suipass, out- 
class, outshine, put someone in the shade, 
overshadow, eclipse; informal lick, get one over 
on. 

■ at ona’s bast on top form, at one’s peak, in 
one's prime, in the pink, in the best of health. 

■ do one's bast do one’s utmost, try one’s 
hardest, make every effort, do all one can, give 
one's all; informal bend over backwards, do one’s 
damnedest, go all out, pull out all the stops, 
bust a gut. break one's neck, move heaven and 
earth. 

■ had bast ought to, should. 

bestial ► sdjsctivs O Stanley's bestial behaviour. 
savage, brutish, brutal, barbarous, barbaric, 
cruel, vicious, violent, inhuman, subhuman; 
depraved, degenerate, perverted, immoral, 
warped. © man's bestial ancestors: animal, beast- 
like. animalistic; rare zoic. 

-opposites civilized, humane, 
bestir 

■ bastlr oneself exert oneself, make an ef- 
fort, rouse oneself, get going, get moving, get 
on with it; informal shake a leg, look lively, get 
cracking, get weaving, get one’s finger out, get 
off one’s backside; Brit, informal, dated stir one’s 
stumps. 

bestow ► vorb confer on. grant, accord, af- 
ford, endow someone with, vest in. present, 
award, give, donate, entrust with, vouchsafe. 

bestride ► vsib p the oilfield bestrides the border. 
extend across, lie on both sides of. straddle, 
span, bridge. ©he bestrode his horse: straddle, 
sit/stand astride. Q Italy bestrode Europe in opera: 
dominate, tower over/above. 

best-seller ► noun great success, brand lead- 
er; informal hit. smash (hit), blockbuster, chart- 
topper, chartbuster. 

-opposites failure, flop. 

best-selling ► sdjoctivt very successful, veiy 
popular, informal number-one, chart-topping, hit, 
smash. 

bet bvorb O he bet £10 on the favourite: wager, 
gamble, stake, risk, venture, hazard, chance; 
put/lay money, speculate; informal punt; Brit, infor- 
mal have a flutter, chance one's arm. © {informal) 
I bet it was your idea: be certain, be sure, be 
convinced, be confident; expect, predict, fore- 
cast, guess; Brit, informal put one’s shirt on. 

► noun ©a £20 bet: wager, gamble, stake, ante; 
Brit, informal flutter, punt. © [informal) my bet is that 
they'll lose: prediction, forecast, guess; opinion, 
belief, feeling, view, theory. © {informal) your best 
bet is to go early, option, choice, alternative, 
course of action, plan. 

b4te noire ►noun bugbear, pet hate, bogey; 
a thorn in one’s flesh/side, the bane of one’s 
life; N. Amor, bugaboo. 

-oppositbs favourite. 

betide ► vsib ( poetic /atomy ) happen, occur, take 
place, come about, transpire, arise, chance; re- 
sult. ensue, follow, develop, supervene; N. Amer. 
Informal go down; formal eventuate; poetic/ Horary 
come to pass, befall; archaic hap, bechance. 

betoken ► mb ( poetic/iftmwry ) ©a small gift be - 
tokening regret: indicate, be a sign of, be evi- 
dence of, evidence, manifest, mean, signify, de- 
note, represent show, demonstrate, bespeak; 
Informal spell ©the blue sky betokened a day of 
good weather, foretell, signal, give notice of. 


herald, proclaim, prophesy, foreshadow, pres- 
age, be a harbinger of, portend, augur, be an 
omen of, be a sign of. be a warning of, warn 
of. bode; poetic/ literary foretoken, forebode. 

botroy ►verb ©he betrayed his own brother. 
break one's promise to, be disloyal to, be un- 
faithful to, break faith with, play someone 
false; inform on/against, give away, denounce, 
sell out, stab in the back; informal split on, rat 
on, peach on. stitch up, do the dirty on, sell 
down the river, squeal on; Brit. Informal grass on. 
shop, sneak on; N. Amer. Informal rat out, drop a/ 
the dime on, finger; Austral./NZ informal dob on, 
point the bone at. ©he betrayed a secret: reveal, 
disclose, divulge, tell, give away, leak; unmask, 
expose, bring out into the open; let slip, let 
out, let drop, blurt out; Informal blab, spill. 
-opposites be loyal to. hide. 

betrayal ►noun disloyalty, treachery, bad 
faith, faithlessness, falseness, Punic faith; du- 
plicity, deception, double-dealing; breach of 
faith, breach of trust, stab in the back; double- 
cross, sell-out; poetic/ literary perfidy. 

-opposites loyalty. 

betrayer ► noun traitor, back-stabber. Judas, 
double-crossen renegade, quisling, double 
agent, collaborator, informer, mole, stool pi- 
geon; turncoat, defector; informal snake in the 
grass, rat, scab; Brit, informal grass , supergrass, 
nark; N. Amer. informal fink, stoolie. 

betrothal ► noun ( dated) engagement, marriage 
contract; archaic espousal. 

betrothed ► sdjsctivs ( dated) engaged (to be 
married), promised/pledged in marriage, at- 
tached; informal spoken for, poetic/ literary affi- 
anced; archaic plighted, espoused. 

-opposites unattached. 

better ► adjectfvt © better facilities: superior, 
finer, of higher quality; preferable; informal a cut 
above, streets ahead, head and shoulders 
above, ahead of the pack/field. ©there couldn’t 
be a better time: more advantageous, more suit- 
able. more fitting, more appropriate, more use- 
ful. more valuable, more desirable, ©are you 
better? healthier, fitter, stronger, well, cured, 
healed, recovered; recovering, on the road to 
recovery, making progress, improving, on the 
mend. 

-oppositbs worse, inferior. 

► advtrb ©I played better today: to a higher stand- 
ard, in a superior/finer way. ©this may suit you 
better, more, to a greater degree/extent ©the 
money could be better spent, more wisely, more 
sensibly, more suitably, more fittingly, more 
advantageously. 

► verb ©he bettered the record: surpass, improve 
on. beat, exceed, top, cap, trump, eclipse. Q re- 
fugees who want to better their lot: improve, ameli- 
orate. raise, advance, further, lift, upgrade, en- 
hance. 

-oppositbs worsen. 

betterment ►noun improvement, amelior- 
ation, advancement, furtherance, upgrading, 
enhancement 

between ► preposition ©Philip stood between his 
parents: in the space separating, in the middle 
of, with one on either side; archaic betwixt, 
©the bond between her and her mother, connect- 
ing, linking, joining; uniting, allying, 

-belated terms inter-. 
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bevel ► noun slope, slant, angle, cant, chamfer. 

beverage ► noun. See drink noun sense 1. 

bevy ► noun group, crowd, herd, flock, horde, 
army, galaxy, assemblage, gathering, band, 
body, pack; knot, cluster, informal bunch, gaggle, 
posse. 

bewail ► verb lament, bemoan, mourn, grieve 
over, sorrow over, cry over, deplore, complain 
about; archaic plain over. 

-opposites rejoice at, applaud. 

beware ► verb BE on your guard, watch out, 
look out. mind out, be alert, be on the lookout, 
keep your eyes open/peeled, keep an eye out. 
keep a sharp lookout, be on the qui vive; take 
care, be careful, be cautious, have a care, 
watch your step; Brit school slang , dated cave; Golf 
fore; Hunting ware. 

bawlldar ► verb baffle, mystify, bemuse, per 
plex, puzzle, confuse, confound, nonplus; infor- 
mal flummox, faze, stump, beat, fox, make 
someone scratch their head, be all Greek to. 
floor; N Amer informal discombobulate, buffalo. 
-opposites enlighten. 

bawllderad ► adjective baffled, mystified, be- 
mused, perplexed, puzzled, confhsed, non' 
plussed, at sea, at a loss, disorientated, taken 
aback; informal flummoxed, bamboozled; N Amer 
informal discombobulated. 

bewitch ► verb O that evil woman bewltdied him: 
cast/put a spell on, enchant; possess, witch, 
curse; N Amer. hex. hoodoo; Austral point the 
bone at. ©she was bewitched by her surroundings: 
captivate, enchant, entrance, enrapture, 
charm, beguile, delight, fascinate, enthral. 
-opposites repel. 

beyond * preposition Q beyond the trees: on the 
far side of, on the other side of, further away 
than, behind, past, after. 0 beyond six o’clock: 
later than, past, after. 0 inflation beyond 10 per 
cent: greater than, more than, exceeding,, in 
excess of. above, over and above, above and be- 
yond, upwards of. Q little beyond food was pro- 
vided: apart from, except, other than, besides; 
informal outside of, formal save. 

* adverb a house with a garden beyond: further 
away, further off. 




Kings I 
Kings 11 
dmnidtt 1 
Chronicles II 
Ezra 

Nehemtsh 

Esther 

Job 

Psalms 

Proverbs 

Ecclesiastes 

Song of Solomon 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Lamentations 

gfr ai det 

Daniel 

Hosea 

Joe* 

Amos 



Habakkuk 


Zephaniah 

Haggaf 

Zecharfch 

Mated)! 


NlW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 

Mark 

* 


Ephesians 

— *-■* « — i — 

fTOHppieflS 

CnkmlinT 
JhessakN^ans I 
thessalohians N 
Timothy I 
Timothy M 
Titus 


Merit 

John! 

John II 
John III 
Jude 

Kcveianon 

Apocrypha 

Eslrtsi 

EubasH 

TobR 

Judith 

Additions to the Book 
of Esther 

Wisdom of Solomon 

Ectfesiasticus 

Baruch 

teller or jennan 
Sons of the Three Holy 
Oitidran 
Susanna 

Bel and the Dragon 
Prayer of Manasses 
Macxabeesl 
maccaoees a 


bibliophile ► noun book lover, avid reader; in- 
formal bookworm; rare bibliomaniac. 


bias ► noun Ohe accused the media of bias: preju 
dice, partiality, partisanship, favouritism, un- 
fairness. one-sidedness; bigotry, intolerance, 
discrimination, a jaundiced eye; leaning, ten- 
dency. inclination, predilection. 0 a dress cut on 
die bias: diagonal, cross, slant, angle. 
-opposites impartiality. 

► verb this may have biased the result, prejudice, in- 
fluence, colour, sway, weight, predispose; dis- 
tort. skew, slant. 

bl SS Sd ►adjective prejudiced, partial, partisan, 
one-sided, blinkered; bigoted, intolerant, dis- 
criminatory; jaundiced, distorted, warped, 
twisted, skewed. 

-opposites impartial 

Blbl* ►noun Qhe read the Bible: the (Holy) 
Scriptures, Holy Writ the Good Book, the 
Book of Books. See list. O (Informal) die taxi driver’s 
bQde: handbook, manual, ABC. companion, 
guide, vade mecum. 


bicker ►verb squabble, argue, quarrel, wran- 
gle. fight, disagree, dispute, spar, have words, 
be at each other’s throats, lock horns; informal 
scrap, argufy, spat archaic altercate. 

-opposites agree. 

bicycle ► noun cycle, two-wheeler, pedal 
cycle; Informal bike, pushbike. See list. 

bid 1 ►verb OUnited bid £1 million for the striker. 
offer, make an offer of, put in a bid of, put 
up, tender, proffer, propose. 0she is bidding for 
a place in the England team: try to obtain, tty to 
get, make a pitch for, make a bid for. 

► noun Oa bid of £3,000: offer, tender, proposal 
0a bid to cut crime: attempt, effort endeavour, 
try; informal crack, go, shot, stab; formal essay. 

bid 2 ►verb Oshe bid him farewell: wish; utter, 
©(poetic/fltorary) l did os he bade me: order, com- 
mand, tell instruct, direct enjoin, charge, 
©(poatic/ftmy) he bade kb companions enter, in- 
vite to, ask to, request to. 
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biddable ► adjoeifvt obedient, acquiescent, 
compliant, tractable, amenable, complaisant, 
cooperative, dutiful, submissive; rare persua- 
sible. 

-opposites disobedient, uncooperative. 

blddllta ►noun command, order, instruction, 
decree, injunction, demand, mandate, direc- 
tion, summons, call; wish, desire; request; 
poetic/ literary behest; archaic best 

big ►•djsctivt Qa big building: large, sizeable, 
substantial, great, huge, immense, enormous, 
extensive, colossal, massive, mammoth, vast, 
tremendous, gigantic, giant, monumental, 
mighty, gargantuan, elephantine, titanic, 
mountainous, Brobdingnagian; towering, tall, 
high, lofty; outsize, oversized; goodly; cap- 
acious. voluminous, spacious; king-size(d), 
man-size, family-sizefd), economy-size(d); informal 
jumbo, whopping, thumping, bumper, mega, 
humongous. monster, astronomical, almighty, 
dirty great, socking great; Brit, informal whacking, 
gmormous; formal commodious. 0 a big man: 
well built, sturdy, brawny, burly, broad- 
shouldered. muscular, musdy. rugged, lusty. 
Herculean, bulky, hulking, strapping, thickset, 
stocky, solid, hefty; tall. huge, gigantic; fat, 
stout, portly, plump, fleshy, paunchy, corpu- 
lent. obese; informal hunky, beefy, husky, poetic/ 
literary thewy. stark. 0 my big brother grown-up, 
adult, mature, grown; elder, older. Oa big deci- 
sion: important, significant, major, momentous, 
weighty, consequential, far-reaching, key, vital, 
critical, crucial. 0 (informal) a big man in the gov- 
ernment; powerful, important, prominent, in- 
fluential, high-powered, leading; N. Amer. 
major-league. ® (informal) he has big plans: ambi- 
tious, far-reaching, grandiose, on a grand scale. 
Oshe’s got a big heart: generous, kind, kindly, 
caring, compassionate, loving. Q (Informal) Afri- 
can bands are big in Britain: popular, successful, 
in demand, sought-after, all the rage; Informal 
hot, in, cool, trendy, now, hip; Brit informal, dated 
all the go. 

-opposites small, minor, modest. 

■ too Mg for ono's boots (i Informal) conceited, 
full of oneself, swollen-headed, cocky, arro- 
gant, cocksure, above oneself, self-important; 
vain, self-satisfied, pleased with oneself, smug, 
complacent; informal big-headed; poetic/ titerary 
vainglorious. 

M rtm d t d ► •cfoctlvo (i informal) conceited, full 
of oneself, swollen-headed, cocky, arrogant 
cocksure, above oneself, self-important; vain, 
self-satisfied, pleased with oneself, smug, com- 


placent; Informal too big for one's boots; poetic/ 
titerary vainglorious. 

-opposites modest 

big-hearted ► ■djsctivo generous, magnani- 
mous, munificent, open-handed, bountiful, un- 
stinting. unselfish, altruistic, charitable, philan- 
thropic, benevolent kind, kindly, kind-hearted; 
poetic/ titerary bounteous. 

-opposites mean. 

bigot ► noun dogmatist, partisan, sectarian; ra- 
cist, sexist, chauvinist, jingoist 
bigoted ► adjective prejudiced, biased, partial, 
one-sided, sectarian, discriminatory, opinion- 
ated, dogmatic, intolerant, narrow-minded, 
blinkered, illiberal; racist, sexist, chauvinistic, 
jingoistic; jaundiced, warped, twisted, distort- 
ed. 

-opposites open-minded, 
bigotry ► noun prejudice, bias, partiality, parti- 
sanship, sectarianism, discrimination; dogma- 
tism. intolerance, narrow-mindedness; racism, 
sexism, chauvinism, jingoism. 

-opposites open-mindedness. 

bigwig ► noun (informal) VIP, important person, 
notable, dignitary, grandee; celebrity, mfonnai 
somebody, heavyweight, big shot, big noise, 
big gun, big cheese, big fish; Bnt informal brass 
hat; N. Amer. informal big wheel. 

-opposites nonentity. 

bijou ► adjective small, little, compact, snug, 
cosy. 

bllgo ► noun (informal). See nonsense sense 1. 
bilious ►adjective QI felt bilious: nauseous, 
sick, queasy, nauseated, green about the gills; 
N. Amer. informal barfy. ©Ms bilious disposition: 
bad-tempered, irritable, irascible, tetchy, testy, 
crotchety. ill-tempered. ill-natured, ill- 
humoured, peevish, fractious, pettish, crabby, 
waspish, prickly, crusty, shrewish, quick- 
tempered; N. Amer. informal cranky, ornery. 0a 
bilious green and pink colour scheme: lurid, garish, 
loud, violent; sickly, nauseating. 

-opposites well, good-humoured, muted, 
bilk ► verb (mfonnai). See swindle verb. 

bill 1 ►noun On bill for £6: invoice, account, 
statement, list of charges; N. Amer. check; humor- 
ous the damage; N. Amer. Informal tab; archaic reck- 
oning. score. 0a parliamentary bid: draft law, 
proposed piece of legislation, proposal, meas- 
ure. ©she was top of the bid: programme (of en- 
tertainment). lineup; N. Amer. playbill. ©(A/. 
Amer.) a $10 bid: banknote, note; US Informal 
greenback; US A historical Treasury note, ©he 
had beerf posting bids: poster, advertisement, 
public notice, announcement; flyer, leaflet, 
handbill; Brit fly-poster N. Amer. dodger Informal 
ad; Brit Informal advert. 

► verb ©please bid me for die work: invoice, charge, 
debit, send a statement to. ©the concert went 
ahead as bided: advertise, announce; schedule, 
programme, timetable; N. Amer. slate, ©he was 
bided as the new Sean Connery: describe, call, 
style, label, dub; promote, publicize, talk up; In- 
formal hype. 

bill 1 ►noun a bird's Ml: beak; Scottish A N. English 
neb; technical mandibles. 

billet ► noun the troops’ bidets : quarters, rooms; 
accommodation, lodging, housing; barracks, 
cantonment 
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See oho rowt, game birds. 


accentor 

hrifriahlrrl 

DnstraDtro 

com bunting 

fig parrot 

greylag goose 

aedpiter 

broadbW 

corncrake 

find! 

grey parrot 

adjutant bird 

brolga 

coscoroba swan 

finfoot 

griffon vulture 

albatross 

bronzewing 

cottage 

fireback 

grosbeak 

amazon 

brown owi 

coucal 

firecrest 

ground dove 

American eagle 

brubru 

courser 

fifefinch 

grouse 

ani 

brush turkey 

cowbtrd 

fish eagle . 

guan 

Anna’s 

budgerigar 

crab plover 

flamingo 

gufKemot 

hummingbird 

buffalo weaver 

crake 

fiamrmilated owl 

gulneafowl 

antblrd 

buffieheod 

crane 

fiatbtfl 

gull 

ant-thrush 

bufinil 

crested tit 

flicker 

gyrfakon 

apostleblrd 

bullfinch 

crocodile bird 

florican 

hadada 

aracatl 

bunting 

crombec 

fiowerpecker 

hammerkop 

Arctic tern 

burrowing owl 

crossbill 

flufftaH 

hardhead 

argus pheasant 

bushchat 

crow 

flycatcher 

harlequin duck 

esity 

bush-hen 

crowned crane 

fody 

harpy eagle 

auk 

bushtft 

crowned pigeon 

forktail 

harrier 

auklet 

bustard 

crow-pheasant 

francolin 

Harris* hawk 

avadavat 

butcher-bird 

cuckoo 

fviarbfrd 

Hawaiian goose 

avocet 

buteo 

cuckoo-roller 

frigate bird 

hawfinch 

babbler 

button-quail 

cuckoo-shrike 

frogmouth 

hawk 

baki eagle 

buzzard 

curassow 

fruitcrow 

hawk eagle 

Baltimore oriole 

cacique 

curlew 

fruit dove 

hawk owi 

bananaqult 

cahow 

currawong 

fruit pigeon 

hazel grouse 

barbet 

calandra 

cut-throat weaver 

fulmar 

hedge sparrow 

barnacle goose 

Canada goose 

dabbling duck 

gadwall 

helmet bird 

bam owl 

canary 

dabchick 

gaiah 

hen 

barwing 

canvasback 

darter 

gallinute 

hen harrier 

bateleur 

Cape Barren goose 

Dartford warbler 

gannet 

hermit thrush 

bay a weaver 

Cape hen 

demoiselle crane 

gardener 

heron 

baza 

capercaHIle 

diamond bird 

bowerblrd 

herring gull 

bean goose 

Cape sparrow 

dickdssel 

garden warbler 

hlHstar 

bearded tit 

car acara 

dipper 

garganey 

hoatzin 

becard 

caitfinal 

diver 

gentoo penguin 

hobby 

bee-eater 

Carolina parakeet 

diving duck 

giant petrel. 

honey bird 


be»bW 
Bewick’s Swan 
bird of paradise 
bishop bird 
bittern 
blackbird 
blackcap 
black grouse 
black outitemot 
blade kite 
blackpod 
black swan 
black vulture 
bleeding heart 


bluebonnet 
bkre crane 
bkjt|ay 



carrion crow 

cassowary 

catbird 

cattle egret 

CettTs warbler 

chachalaca 

chaffinch 

CrMHlilny gOSIWWK 

chat 

chickadee 
chicken 
chlffchaff 
chimney swift 
chipping sparrow 
chough 

chuck-wiTs-widow 

dtukar 

dcadabkd 

dri bunting 

dstfcoi* 

dtrtf 

dapper rail 
coal tit * 


diving petrel 
doflarblrd 
dotterel 
dove 

dowitcher 

drongo 

duck 

dunfin 

dunnock 

eagle 

eagle owl 

egret 

Egyptian goose 
Egyptian plover 
Egyptian vulture 
eider duck 
Eleonora's falcon 
etfowt ; 

emperor penguin ■ 
emu , 

emu wren 


gibberbird 
glaucous gull 
glossy starling 
ratcatcher 
godwtt 
goMcrest 
goldenback 
golden eagle 
goldeneye 
golden oriole 
golden pheasant 
golden plover 
goldfinch 
gonotek 
goosander 
goose 
.goshawk 
gradde 

tM 


cohered dove 
condor 


Eskimo curfew 

JmSy DiWCwy 

penguin 

fatmmmui 


gr«H parrot 

.gwrm 


honey buzzard 

honeycreeper 

honeyeater 

honeyguide 

honeysucker 

hooded crow 


hoot owl 
hombttl 
homed owl 
homero 
houbara 
house finch 
house martin 
house sparrow 
htda 

hummingbird 

Ibfs 

mm 

m 

Imperial pigeon 
bica 


osdt 





dudr 

'** ' * #er f *■ - 

7 
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VfniS(«»«.) 

Jv 

'imm 

lungtefawf 

lra /ni ► 

km 

Icakapo 

kM 

Kentish plover 


kestrel 


kingbird 
king elder 

S 22 r 

king pen$jlp 

klskadee 

kite 

klttlwake 

kiwi 

knot 

koef 

kokako 

kookaburra 

korhaan 

kori 

lammergeler 

landrail 

lanner 

lapwing 

lartc 

laughing jackass 
laughing thrush 
leaibird 


leaf warbler 
letothrbc 
SHy-trotter 
Ifmpkln 
linnet 
little auk 
little grebe 
little owl 

loggerhead shrike 
logrunner 
longbW 
longdaw 
longspur 
long-tatted duck 
longdotted tit 
lobn 


lotusbkd 


lyrebird 

macaroni penguin 
mmf 





ruddy duck 

tpUHt 

meadow pipit 
megapodt* 
merganser * 
memo 
mttda 

miolvet 

fP •Ww * 

pmpwipow 

phaftiope 
pheasant 
t phoebe 

ruddy sMduck v 
rdf v 

Sabine's gt#* 
steewta ** 
teittin ^ 
Ti(t(fl(rfeirk 

ywM 
stinting , 

< steamer duck 
HMteH 
stilt 
stint 

misde thrush 


sag* grot** 

wMxmc 


ptctdet 

jteMi 

rtockdove 

mockingbird 

fried wagtatt 

saker % 

sfeenechat 

roonal 

plet-my-vrou . 

saitertfng 

ste^cudew 

monarch 

pigeon 

wrodgrmiso 

tek ^ 

flycatcher 

pttatbM 

sand martin 

storm petwd 

l»IUI mHQgPP w 


swdphmf 

sugarbhd 

moorcock 
mooffowl t 

mootfien 

SSaunnditm 

*|Wider«r 

fdBWr 

saodpfover 
sandwich tern 
lumpsucker 

suited 

suntdttem 

sungmbe 

tetetr 

Mother Carey’s 

pochard 

teHMhetowf 

chicken 
mot mot 

poorwttl 

potoo 

aciuD 

sdmfeffeitt 

swimphen 

mountain gem 

prabte chicken 

sdssortali 

ovte 

mourning dove 

pratincole 

soaps owl 

ttdk * 

mousebird 

prion 

* koto 


mud-nesmr 

pcotiionotory 

screamer 

liwmrdhttf 

murre 

warbler 

screech owl 

ttilltttkied 

munia 

ptw^gan 


tawny om 

mgrreiet 

Muscovy duck 

(NrfMIck 

pmoira 

BftiOegki 

seagull 

musk duck 
mute swan 

-- OMO - 

pumn 

quaR 

XSXr 

tchagra 

%aT 

mutton bird 

quelaa , 

seriema 

tem 

mynah bird 

quemr 

serih 

llitf i Mi i inf 
imcwwKr 

needtetail 

radtetatt 

ttog 

tembltt 

nene 

ratt 

shame 

thofflftttf 

nlghthawk 

raven 

shearwater 

thresher 

night heron 

raaorbitt 

■ hiefirMitM 

svpraDVDiw 

thrush 

•nightingale 

red-backed shite 

shekkidc 

thnmiog 

nightjar 

noddy 

sx 

thiitra 

shoebftt 

ttt 

notomis 

reopou 

shorter* 

tMhepa 

nunbktf 

redshank 

teetwing 

eoam 

nutcracker 

redstart 

stater 

tewtr 

nuthatch 

redwing 

shrike 

toco 

ottbfrd 

need-bird 

stttta 

to#r 

openbili 

reed bunting 

slddebttl 

toucan 

orangequit 

reed warbler 

sltverbft 

totfomet 

oriole 

rhea 

silvereye 

tawhee 

oropendoia 

rhinoceros bkd 

siskin 

tjogopan 

ortolan 

fine wra 

sfttetta 

treecreepef 

osprey 

rifleman 

sfdroeeer 

tree pit 

ostrich 

riagdove 4 

itm 

tree pipit 

ou 

ringed plover * 

d^kok 

tree sparrow 

ouzel 

rfngneck 4 '* 

smew 

fritter 

ouenbkd 

rfftpeuael 

snafceWrd 

trogon 

owl 

rmmmrn 

sfl$e 


«tet 

t+tUiA 

snowbird 

trotghak , 

QXpocfcer 

rtteKhat 

spew bunting 

trumpeter 

oyitetdteher 

rbefe#* 

snewcep 

luted duck 

patebwt 

fOCaJOWI 

snow goose 

tuf ^ 

povdatote 

«**hopper 

* snowy ow! 

furaco 

tend ^ f 

■ I'^fi lti». II ti 

foe* mrusn 

songteush 

tekey 

pwwtbtt 

«•# , 

sbotytem 

turkey wdtet 

partridge 

*nwm$g' 

ton 

tumstone 

JPMmMIMh * 

wpitem 

sparrow 
spawswdfitwtti a 

turtle deter 
ttedtepV- » 

poattywi 


sptitetatf * 

bate - 

passdaa 

pm# * « 

, ttMftt r sr» 

*MKAKfe * #> 


tvnumukrti 

tymnt.fc«atdwr 

ptlkmt * \ 

flMBMNK v 

spotted tiaftdicr 
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■Ml (amt) 



w*#cre*per 

warbler , 

water rail 

waterthrush 

watttabtrd 

wattfe-eye 

waxbfli 


waxwing 
weaver bW 

A LJli 

weebiti 

weka 

wheatear 

t ■ - * — » 

wiumwei 

whfnchat 

whlpbird 



white eye 
whltefrpnt 


whitehead 

whttethcoat 

wbooper 

whooping crane 

whydah 

wktewblrd 

wtgeon 

wiftnt 

willow warbler 
woodchat 
woodcock 
wood duck 
woodgrouse 
wood Ibis 


woodlark 

woodpecker 

wood pigeon 

woodstar 

woodswaiow 

wood warbler 

wren 

Wrentlt 

wiybftt 



yedowthmat 
zebra finch 

EXT1WCT new 

dodo 

elephant bird 
great auk 
hula 

ichthyomb 

moa 

passenger pigeon 
soUtaire 


► verb two soldiers were billeted here : accommodate. 
quarter, put up. lodge, house; station, garrison. 

bUlow ► noun Q billows of smoke ■ cloud, mass 
0 (archaic) the billows that break upon the shore- 
wave, roller, boomer, breaker 

► verb Qher dress billowed around her. puff up/out, 
balloon (out), swell, fill (out), belly out. Q smoke 
billowed from the chimney: swirl, spiral, roll, un- 
dulate. eddy; pour, flow 

billowing ►adjective rolling, swirling, undu- 
lating. surging, heaving, billowy, swelling, rip- 
pling 

bln ► noun container, receptacle, holder; drum, 
canister, caddy, can, an. 

bind ► verb O they bound her hands and feet: tie 
(up), fasten (together), hold together, secure, 
make fast, attach, rope, strap, lash, truss, 
tether. Q Shelley bound up the wound with a clean 
dressing: bandage, dress, cover, wrap; strap up, 
tape up. 0 the experience had bound them together 
unite, jom. bond, knit together, draw together, 
yoke together Owe have not bound ourselves to 
join, commit oneself, undertake, pledge, vow, 
promise, swear, give one’s word. 0 the edges are 
bound in a contrasting colour trim, hem. edge, 
border, fringe; finish, ©they are bound by. the 
agreement: constrain, restrict, restrain, tram- 
mel. tie hand and foot, straitjacket. tie down, 
shackle; hamper, hinder, inhibit. 

-opposites untie, separate 

► noun ( Informal) Q starting so early is a bind: nuis- 
ance. annoyance, inconvenience, bore, bother, 
source of irritation, irritant, trial; informal pam, 
pain in the neck/backside, headache, hassle, 
drag; N. Amer informal pain in the butt. 0 he is in 
a political bind: predicament, difficult/awkward 
situation, quandaiy, dilemma, plight, cleft 
stick; informal spot, tight spot, hole. 

binding ► adjective irrevocable, unalterable, 
inescapable, unbreakable, contractual; compul- 
sory, obligatory, mandatory, incumbent. 

binge ►noun {informal) drinking bout, debauch; 
Informal bender, session, booze-up, blind; Scottish 
informal skite; N. Amer. informal jag, toot; dated 
souse; poetic /literary bacchanal, bacchanalia; ar- 
chaic wassail. 

biography ► noun life story, life history, life. 

memoir; informal bio, biog. 
bird ► noun fowl; chick, fledgling, nestling; 
(blrdi) avifauna; Informal feathered friend, bir- 
die. 

-related terms avian, omith-. 


birth ►noun Othe birth of a child: childbirth, de- 
livery, nativity, birthing; formal parturition; dated 
confinement, archaic accouchement, childbed. 
Othe birth of science: beginning(s), emergence, 
genesis, dawn, dawning, rise, start. 0 he is of 
noble birth ancestry, lmeage, blood, descent, 
parentage, family, extracaon. origin, geneal- 
ogy, heritage, stock, kinship 
-RELATED TERMS natal. 

-opposites death, demise, end 
■ give birth to have, bear, produce, be de- 
livered of. bring mto the world, N Amer birth, 
informal drop, dated mother, archaic bring forth. 

birthmark ► noun naevus, mole, blemish. 

birthright ► noun patrimony, inheritance, 
heritage; right, due, prerogative, privilege, 
primogeniture 

biscuit {Brit) ►noun cracker, wafer; N Amer 
cookie; informal bicky. See list. 


Biscuits 

See ofeo cake. 


bourbon 
brandy snap 
cracknel 
cream cracker 
ertspbr tad 
custard cream 



fortune cookie 
gaffed* 
ginger rart 


gkwer snap 
graham cracker 
TfftpHf iff ftltfff 


mark bbcdt 


race biscuit 

oatcake 

petit beurre 

pretzel 

ratafia 

rusk 

hMm 

ship's biscuit 
shortbroad/shortcak* 
Shrewsbury biscuit 
soda cracker 
sweetmeat biscuit 
tollhouse cookie 
tufte 

water biscuit 
wbofemed biscut 


bls#ct ► verb cut in half, halve, divide/cut/ 
split in two, split down the middle; cross, 
intersect 

bisexual ►adjective Q bisexual crustaceans: 
hermaphrodite, hermaphroditic, intersex; an- 
drogynous, epicene; technical monoclinous, gy- 
nandrous, gynandromorphic. 0 a bisexual actor. 
ambisexual; Informal AC/DC, bi. swinging both 
ways, ambidextrous; N. Amer. informal switch- 
hitting. 
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bishop | black 


bishop ► noun diocesan, metropolitan, suffra- 
gan, formal prelate. 

-RELATED TERMS episcopal. 

bishopric ► noun diocese, see. 
bit ► noun Qa bit of bread: piece, portion, seg- 
ment, section, part; chunk, lump, hunk, slice, 
fragment, scrap, shred, crumb, gram, speck, 
spot. drop, pinch, dash, soup^on, modicum; 
morsel, mouthful, bite, sample, iota, jot, tittle, 
whit, atom, particle, trace, touch, suggestion, 
hint, tinge, smppet, snatch, informal smidgen, 
tad. Qwait a bit moment, minute, second, (lit- 
tle) while; informal sec, jiffy, Bnt informal mo, tick 
-OPPOSITES lot 

■ a bit rather, fairly, slightly, somewhat, 
quite, moderately, informal pretty, sort of, kind 
of 

sblt by bit gradually, little by little, in 
stages, step by step, piecemeal, slowly 

■ in a bit soon, in a (little) while, in a second, 
in a minute, in a moment, shortly, informal 
anon, m a jiffy, in two shakes; Bnt informal in a 
tick, in two ticks, in a mo; N Amer informal in a 
snap; dated directly, poetic/ literary ere long 

bitch ► noun ( informal) Q she’s such a bitch shrew, 
vixen, she-devil, hellcat, informal cow, cat, archaic 
gnmalkin Qa bitch of a job' nightmare, informal 

bastard, bummer. from hell, swine, pig, 

stinker 

► verb O big men bitched about the price of oil com 
plain, whine, grumble, grouse; informal whinge, 
moan, grouch, gripe ©he's always bitching about 
colleagues be spiteful about, criticize, run 
down, speak ill of, slander, malign, informal 
knock, pull to pieces, take apart, bad-mouth, 
do a hatchet job on. N Amer informal trash, Bnt 
informal slag off 

■ bitch something up ( informal) make a mess 
of, mess up, spoil, ruin, wreck, bungle, informal 
botch, muck up. make a hash of. screw up, 
louse up, muff, Bnt informal make a pig’s ear of, 
cock up, N Amer infernal flub, goof up 

bitchy ► adjective (informal). See spiteful 
bite ► verb Qthe dog bit his arm. sink one s 
teeth into, chew, munch, crunch, champ, tear 
at Qthe acid bites into the copper ■ corrode, eat 
into, eat away at, bum (into), etch, dissolve 
©my boots faded to bite grip, hold, get a pur- 
chase ©the measures begin to bite take effect, 
have an effect, be effective, work, act. have re- 
sults. ©a hundred or so retailers should bite ac 
cept, agree, respond, be lured, be enticed, be 
tempted, take the bait. 

► noun Qhe took a bite at his sandwich' chew, 
munch, mbble, gnaw, nip, snap. Qhe ate it in 
two bites’ mouthful, piece, bit, morsel Q do you 
fancy a bite ? snack, light meal, mouthful, soup- 
£on; refreshments, informal a little something. 
Qthe appetizer had a fiery bite: piquancy, pun- 
gency, spiciness, strong flavour, tang, zest, 
sharpness, tartness; informal kick, punch, zing. 

biting ► adjeettvo Q biting comments, vicious, 
harsh, cruel, savage, cutting, sharp, bitter, 
scathing, caustic, acid, acrimonious, acerbic, 
stinging; vitriolic, hostile, spiteful, venomous, 
mean, nasty; informal bitchy, catty ©the biting 
wind: freezing, icy. arctic, glacial; bitter, pier- 
cing, penetrating, raw, wintry. 

-oppositbs mild. 

bitter ►adjective Q bitter coffee : sharp, acid, 
acidic, acrid, tart, sour, biting, unsweetened, 


vinegary, N Amer acerb; technical acerbic Qa bit - 
ter woman: resentful, embittered, aggrieved, 
grudge-bearing, begrudging, rancorous, spite- 
ful, jaundiced, ill-disposed, sullen, sour, churl- 
ish. morose, petulant, peevish; informal with a 
chip on one’s shoulder, ©a bitter blow- painful, 
unpleasant, disagreeable, nasty, cruel, awful, 
distressing, upsetting, harrowing, heartbreak- 
ing. heart-rending, agonizing, traumatic, tragic, 
chilling; formal grievous. Qa bitter wind: freez- 
ing, icy, arctic, glacial, biting, piercing, pene- 
trating, raw. wintry ©a bitter row acrimoni 

ous, virulent, angry, rancorous, spiteful, vi- 
cious, vitriolic, savage, ferocious, hate-filled, 
venomous, poisonous, acrid, nasty, ill-natured. 
-opposites sweet, magnanimous, content, wel- 
come, warm, amicable 

bitterness ► noun O the bitterness of the medt- 
cine' sharpness, acidity, acridity, tartness, sour- 
ness, harshness, vineganness, technical acerbity 
©his bitterness grew, resentment, rancour, in- 
dignation, grudge, spite, sullenness, sourness, 
churlishness, moroseness, petulance, pique, 
peevishness ©the bitterness of war trauma, 
pain, agony, gnef, unpleasantness, disagree- 
ableness, nastiness, heartache, heartbreak, dis- 
tress, desolation, despair, tragedy Q there was 
no bitterness between them acrimony, hostility, 
antipathy, antagonism, enmity, animus, fric- 
tion, rancour, vitriol, hatred, loathing, venom, 
poison, nastiness, ill feeling, ill will, bad blood 
-opposites sweetness, magnanimity, content- 
ment, warmth, goodwill 

bitty ► adjective (informal) disjointed, incoherent, 
fragmented, fragmentary, scrappy, piecemeal, 
inconsistent, unsystematic, jumbled, uneven, 
erratic, patchy 
-opposites coherent 

bizarre ► adjective strange, peculiar, odd. 
funny, cunous. outlandish, outre, eccentric, 
unconventional, unorthodox, queer, extraor- 
dinary, informal weird, wacky, oddball, way out, 
freaky, off the wall, offbeat, Bnt informal rum; N 
Amer informal wacko 
-opposites normal 

blab ► verb (mformaf) Qshe blabbed to the press. 
talk, give the game away, informal let the cat 
out of the bag, spill the beans, Bnt informal blow 
the gaff, cough ©I do not blab secrets' blurt 

out, let slip, let out, tell, reveal, betray, dis- 
close. give away, divulge, leak; informal let on, 
spill. 

blabber ► verb (informal) See chat verb 

blabbermouth ► noun (informal) talker, chat- 
terer, prattler, N Amer blatherskite, informal 
chatterbox windbag, gasbag; Bnt informal natter- 
er 

black ►adjective Qa black horse: dark, pitch- 
black, jet-black, coal-black, inky. Heraldry sable; 
rare nigrescent. Qa black night, unlit, dark, star- 
less, moonless, poetic /literary tenebrous, Stygian 
Qthe blackest day of the war: tragic, disastrous, 
calamitous, catastrophic, cataclysmic, fateful, 
wretched, woeful, awful, terrible, formal griev- 
ous QMary was in a black mood’ miserable, un- 
happy, sad, wretched, broken-hearted, heart- 
broken, gnef-stricken, grieving, sorrowful, sor- 
rowing, anguished, desolate, despairing, dis- 
consolate, downcast, dejected, cheerless, mel- 
ancholy, morose, gloomy, glum, mournful, 
doleful, funereal, dismal, forlorn, woeful, ab- 


blackball I blanket 
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ject; informal blue; poetic/ literary dolorous. 0 black 
humour, cynical, macabre, weird, unhealthy, 
ghoulish, morbid, perverted, gruesome, informal 
sick. Oa black look. See angry sense 1 Q(ar- 
chalc) a black deed. See wicked sense 1 
-related terms melan-. 

—opposites white, clear, bnght, joyful. 

► vtrb O the steps of the houses were neatly blacked. 
blacken, darken; dirty, make sooty, make 
smoky, stain, grime, soil Qshe blacked his eye 
bruise, contuse, hit, punch, injure. Q(Bnt 
dated) trade union members blacked the work: boy- 
cott, embargo, blacklist, proscribe 

■ black out faint, lose consciousness, pass 
out. swoon, informal flake out, go out. 

■ black something out darken, shade, turn 
off the lights in; keep the light out of. 

■ In the black in credit, in funds, debt-free, 
out of debt, solvent, financially sound, able to 
pay one’s debts, creditworthy; rare unindebted 

■ black and white O a black-and-white picture- 
monochrome, greyscale. ©I wish to see the pro- 
posals in black and white, in print, printed, writ- 
ten down, set down, on paper, recorded, on re- 
cord, documented. 0in black-and-white terms- 
categorical, unequivocal, absolute, uncom- 
promising, unconditional, unqualified, unam- 
biguous, clear, clearcut 

blackball reject, debar, bar, ban. vote 
against, blacklist, exclude, shut out. 

-opposites admit. 

blacken ► vwb Qthey blackened their faces 
black, darken; dirty, make sooty, make smoky, 
stain, grime, soil Qthe sky blackened- grow/ 
become black, darken, dim, grow dim, cloud 
over Q someone has blackened my name: sully, 
tarnish, besmirch, drag through the mud/mire, 
stain, taint, smear, disgrace, dishonour, bnng 
discredit to. damage, ruin, slander, defame 
-oppositbs whiten, clean, lighten, brighten, 
clear 

blackguard ► noun ( archaic ) See villain 

blacklist ► verb boycott, ostracize, avoid, em- 
bargo, steer clear of, ignore, refuse to employ, 
Bnt dated black 

black magic ► noun sorcery, witchcraft, 
wizardry, necromancy, the black arts, devilry, 
malediction, voodoo, witching, witchery 

blackmail ► noun he was accused of blackmail 
extortion, demanding money with menaces, in- 
formal hush money; formal exaction 
► verb Qhe was blackmailing the murderer, extort 
money from, threaten, hold to ransom, informal 
demand hush money from Qshe blackmailed me 
to work for her. coerce, pressurize, pressure, 
force, informal lean on, put the screws on, twist 
someone’s arm. 

blackout ►noun O a power blackout : power 
cut, power failure, failure of the electricity 
supply; brown-out. Qa news blackout suppres- 
sion, silence, censorship, reporting restrictions. 
0 he had a blackout: fainting fit, faint, loss of 
consciousness, passing out, swoon, collapse; 
Medicine syncope. 

blama ►vtrb 0 he always blames others: hold re- 
sponsible, hold accountable, condemn, accuse, 
find/consider guilty, assign fault/ liability/guilt 
to; archaic inculpate, Qthey blame youth crime on 
unemployment: ascribe to, attribute to, impute 
to. lay at the door of. put down to; informal pin 


-opposites absolve 

► noun he was cleared of all blame: responsibility, 
guilt, accountability, liability, culpability, fault. 

blameless ►adjective innocent, guiltless, 
above reproach, irreproachable, unimpeach- 
able, in the clear, exemplary, perfect, virtuous, 
pure, impeccable; informal squeaky clean. 
-opposites blameworthy 

blameworthy ► adjective culpable, reprehen- 
sible, indefensible, inexcusable, guilty, crim- 
inal, delinquent, wrong, evil, wicked: to blame, 
at fault, reproachable, responsible, answerable, 
erring, errant, in the wrong 
-opposites blameless. 

blanch ► verb O the moon blanches her hair, turn 
pale, whiten, lighten, wash out. fade, blench, 
etiolate Qhis face blanched, pale, turn pale, 
turn white, whiten, lose its colour, lighten, 
fade, blench 0 blanch the spinach leaves scald, 
boil briefly. 

-opposites colour, darken 

bland ►adjective Q bland food tasteless, fla- 
vourless, insipid, weak, watery, spiceless, 
wishy-washy Qa bland film: uninteresting. 
dull, bonng, tedious, monotonous, dry, drab, 
dreary, wearisome, unexciting, unimaginative, 
uninspiring, uninspired, lacklustre, vapid, flat, 
stale, tnte, vacuous, wishy-washy 0 a b land ex- 
pression unemotional, emotionless, dispassion- 
ate, passionless, unexpressive. cool, impassive, 
expressionless, blank, wooden, stony, deadpan, 
hollow, undemonstrative, imperturbable 
-opposites tangy. interesting, emotional 

blandishments ►plural noun flattery, ca- 
jolery, coaxing, wheedlmg, persuasion, hon- 
eyed words, smooth talk, blarney, informal sweet 
talk, soft soap, buttering up 

blank ► adjective Qa blank sheet of paper empty, 
unmarked, unused, clear, free, bare, clean, 
plain Qa blank face expressionless, deadpan, 
wooden, stony, impassive, unresponsive, 
poker-faced, vacuous, empty, glazed, fixed, life- 
less. inscrutable. © ‘What?’ said Maxim, looking 
blank: baffled, mystified, puzzled, perplexed, 
stumped, at a loss, stuck, bewildered, non- 
plussed. bemused, lost, uncomprehending, (all) 
at sea, confused; informal flummoxed, bamboo- 
zled ©a blank refusal outright, absolute, cat- 
egorical, unqualified, complete, flat, straight, 
positive, certain, explicit, unequivocal, dear, 
clearcut. 

-opposites full, expressive, qualified 

► noun space, gap, lacuna 

blanket ► noun a blanket of cloud: covering, 
layer, coating, carpet, overlay, cloak, mantle, 
veil, pall, shroud 

► adjoctfvo blanket coverage: complete, total, com- 
prehensive, overall, general, mass, umbrella, 
inclusive, all-inclusive, all-round, wholesale, 
outright, across the board, sweeping, indis- 
criminate, thorough; universal, global, world- 
wide, international, nationwide, countrywide, 
coast-to-coast. 

-opposites partial, piecemeal. 

► vorb Qsnow blanketed the mountains: cover, coat, 
carpet, overlay; cloak, shroud, swathe, envelop; 
poetic/ literary mantle. Q double glazing blankets the 
noise a bit: muffle, deaden, soften, mute, si- 
lence, quieten, smother, dampen. 

-opposites amplify. 
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blare »vwb sirens blared * blast, sound loudly, 
trumpet, clamour, boom, roar, thunder, bel- 
low, resound. 

-opposites murmur 

► noun the blare of the siren * blast, trumpeting, 
clamour, boom, roar, thunder, bellow 
-opposites murmur 

blarney ► noun blandishments, honeyed 
words, smooth talk, flattery, cajolery, coaxing, 
wheedling, persuasion; charm offensive; informal 
sweet talk, soft soap, smarm, buttering up 
blast ►adjective indifferent, unconcerned, un- 
caring, casual, nonchalant, offhand, uninterest- 
ed, apathetic, unimpressed, unmoved, unre- 
sponsive, phlegmatic, informal laid-back, rare 
pococurante 

-opposites concerned, responsive 
blaspheme ►verb swear, curse, take the 
Lord’s name in vain, informal cuss, archaic exe- 
crate 

blasphemous ►adjective sacrilegious, pro- 
fane, irreligious, irreverent, impious, ungodly, 
godless 

-opposites reverent 

blasphemy ► noun profanity, sacrilege, lrreli- 
gion, irreverence, taking the Lord’s name m 
vain, swearing, curse, cursing, impiety, dese- 
cration, archaic execration 
-opposites reverence 

blast ► noun O the blast from the bomb shock 
wave, pressure wave ©Friday's blast killed two 
people explosion, detonation, discharge, burst 
© a sudden blast of cold air gust, rush, gale, 
squall, wind, draught, waft, puff, flurry ©the 
shrill blast of the trumpets blare, wail, roar, 
screech, shriek, hoot, honk, beep 0 [informal) I 
braced myself for the inevitable blast See reprimand 
noun 

► verb O bombers were blasting enemy airfields ■ blow 
up, bomb, blow (to pieces), dynamite, explode 
©guns were blasting away fire, shoot, blaze, let 
fly, discharge ©he blasted his horn, honk, beep, 
toot, sound © radios blasting out pop music 
blare, boom, roar, thunder, bellow, pump, 
shnek. screech 0 Fowler was blasted with an air 
gun shoot, gun down, mow down, cut down, 
put a bullet in, informal pot, plug 0 (informal) he 
blasted the pupib for being late See reprimand verb 

■ blast off be launched, take off, lift off. leave 
the ground, become airborne, take to the air 
blasted ► adjective (informal). See damned sense 2 
blast-off ► noun launch, lift-off, take-off, as- 
cent, firing 

-opposites touchdown. 

blatant ►adjective flagrant, glaring, obvious, 
undisguised, unconcealed, open, shameless, 
barefaced, unabashed, unashamed, unblushing, 
brazen, brass-necked. 

-opposites inconspicuous, shamefaced 
blather ► verb he just blathered on: prattle, bab- 
ble, chatter, twitter, prate, go on, run on, rattle 
on, yap, jibber-jabber, maunder, ramble, bur- 
ble, drivel; informal yak, yatter; Bnt. informal witter, 
rabbit, chunter, waffle. 

► noun mindless blather : prattle, chatter, twitter, 
babble, prating, gabble, jabber, rambling; infor- 
mal yatter, twaddle; Brit, informal wittering, chun- 
tering. 

blaze ►noun O firemen fought the blaze: fire. 
flames, conflagration, inferno, holocaust ©a 


blaze of light * glare, gleam, flash, burst, flare, 
streak, radiance, brilliance, beam, ©a blaze of 
anger outburst, burst, eruption, flare-up. ex- 
plosion. outbreak, blast, attack, fit, spasm, par- 
oxysm, access, rush, storm. 

► verb © the fire blazed merrily: burn, be alight, be 
on fire, be in flames, flame. © headlights blazed ■ 
shine, flash, flare, glare, gleam, glint, dazzle, 
glitter, glisten 0 soldiers blazed away fire, 
shoot, blast, let fly. 

blazon ► verb © their name ts blazoned across the 
sails: display, exhibit, present, spread, embla- 
zon, plaster ©the newspapers blazoned the news 
abroad, publicize, make known, make public, 
announce, report, communicate, spread, circu- 
late, give out, publish, broadcast, trumpet, pro- 
claim, promulgate 

bleach ►verb © the blinds had been bleached by 
the sun turn white, whiten, turn pale, blanch, 
lighten, fade, decolour, decolorize, peroxide 
© they saw bones bleaching in the sun turn white, 
whiten, turn pale, pale, blanch, lose its colour, 
lighten, fade. 

-opposites darken 

bleak ►adjective Qa bleak landscape bare, ex- 
posed, desolate, stark, desert, lunar, open, 
empty, windswept, treeless, without vegeta- 
tion, denuded ©the future is bleak unpromis 
ing, unfavourable, unpropitious, inauspicious, 
discouraging, disheartening, depressing, dim, 
gloomy, black, dark, gnm, hopeless 
-opposites lush, promising 

bleary ►adjective blurred, bluny, unfocused, 
fogged, clouded, dull, misty, watery, rheumy, 
archaic blear 
-opposites clear 

bleat ► verb ©the sheep were bleating baa, N 
Amer informal blat © don’t bleat to me about fair- 
ness complain, grouse, carp, fuss, snivel; Scottish 
& Insh gim, informal gripe, beef, whmge, belly- 
ache, moan, go on, N English informal mither, N 
Amer informal kvetch. 

bleed ► verb © his arm was bleeding lose blood, 
haemorrhage. © the doctor bled him draw blood 
from; Medicine exsanguinate; archaic phlebotom- 
ize ©one colour bled into another ■ flow, run, 
seep, filter, percolate, leach, ©sap was bleeding 
from the trunk flow, run, ooze, seep, exude, 
weep ©the country was bled dry by poachers 
drain, sap, deplete, milk, exhaust, ©my heart 
bleeds for them: grieve, ache, sorrow, mourn, 
lament, feel, suffer, sympathize with, pity 

blemish ► noun ©not a blemish marred her skin • 
imperfection, flaw, defect, fault, deformity, dis- 
coloration, disfigurement, bruise, scar, pit, 
pock, scratch, cut. gash; mark, streak, spot, 
smear, speck, blotch, smudge, smut, birth- 
mark; Medicine stigma © government is not with- 
out blemish, defect, fault, failing, flaw, imper- 
fection, foible, vice; shortcoming, weakness, 
deficiency, limitation; taint, stain, dishonour, 
disgrace. 

-oppositbs virtue. 

► verb ©nothing blemished the coast: mar, spoil, im- 
pair, disfigure, blight, deface, mark, scar; ruin, 
©his reign has been blemished by controversy: 
sully, tarnish, besmirch, blacken, blot, taint, 
spoil, mar, ruin, disgrace, damage, undermine, 
degrade, dishonour; formal vitiate. 

-opposites enhance 


blench | blistering 


86 


blench ► verb flinch, start, shy (away), recoil, 
shrink, pull back, cringe, wince, quail, cower, 
bland ► vtrb O blend the ingredients until smooth 
mix, mingle, combine, merge, fuse, meld, co- 
alesce, integrate, intermix, stir, whisk, fold in, 
technical admix, poetic /literary commingle, ©the 
new buildings blend with the older ones: harmonize, 
go (well), fit (in), be in tune, be compatible, co- 
ordinate. match, complement 
► noun a blend of bananas, raisins, and ginger mix 
ture, mix, combination, amalgamation, amal- 
gam. union, marriage, fusion, meld, synthesis, 
technical admixture 

bless ► verb ©the chaplain blessed the couple 
ask/invoke Gods favour for, give a benedic- 
tion for ©the Cardinal blessed the memorial 
plaque consecrate, sanctify, dedicate (to God), 
make holy, make sacred, formal hallow. © bless 
the name of the Lord, praise, worship, glorify, 
honour, exalt, pay homage to, venerate, rever- 
ence. hallow, archaic magnify © the gods blessed 
us with magical voices endow, bestow, furnish, 
accord, give, favour, grace, confer on, poetic/ 
literary endue 0 1 bless the day you came here give 
thanks for, be grateful for, thank, appreciate 
©the government refused to bless the undertaking- 
sanction, consent to, endorse, agree to, ap- 
prove, back, support; informal give the thumbs 
up to, give the green light to. OK 
-opposites curse, trouble, rue, oppose 
blessed ► adjective ©a blessed place holy, sac- 
red, hallowed, consecrated, sanctified, or- 
dained, canonized, beatified Q blessed are the 
meek favoured, fortunate, lucky, privileged, 
enviable ©the fresh air made a blessed change 
welcome, pleasant, agreeable, refreshing, fa- 
vourable, gratifying, heartening, much needed 
-opposites cursed, wretched, unwelcome, 
blessing ► noun Qmay God give us his blessing 
protection, favour ©a special blessing from the 
priest benediction, invocation, prayer, interces- 
sion; grace ©she gave the plan her blessing- sanc 
tion, endorsement, approval, approbation, fa- 
vour, consent, assent, agreement, backing.'sup- 
port, informal the thumbs up © it was a blessing 
they didn’t have far to go- boon, godsend, advan- 
tage, benefit, help, bonus, plus, stroke of luck, 
windfall, poetic/ literary benison 
-opposites condemnation, affliction 
blight ► noun ©potato blight: disease, canker, 
infestation, fungus, mildew, mould. © the blight 
of aircraft noise : affliction, scourge, bane, curse, 
plague, menace, misfortune, woe, trouble, or- 
deal, trial, nuisance, pest. 

-opposites blessing. 

► vert) ©a tree blighted by leaf curl’ infect, mildew, 
kill, destroy. © scandal blighted the careers of sev- 
eral politicians: ruin, wreck, spoil, mar, frustrate, 
disrupt, undo, end, scotch, destroy, shatter, 
devastate, demolish; informal mess up. foul up. 
put paid to, put the kibosh on, stymie; Brit, infor - 
mat scupper; archaic bring to naught 

blind * adjective ©he has been blind since birth- 
sightless, unsighted, visually impaired, vision- 
less. unseeing; partially sighted, purblind; infor- 
mal as blind as a bat. ©she was ignorant, but not 
blind : imperceptive, un perceptive, insensitive, 
slow, obtuse, uncomprehending; stupid, unin- 
telligent; informal dense, dim, thick, dumb, 
dopey; Brit infernal dozy; Scottish A N. English infor- 
mal glaikit. ©you should be blind to failure: un- 


mindful of, mindless of, careless of, heedless 
of, oblivious to, insensible to, unconcerned 
about, indifferent to ©blind acceptance of con- 
ventional opinion uncritical, unreasoned, un- 
thinking, unconsidered, mindless, undiscem- 
ing, indiscriminate ©a blind rage, impetuous, 
impulsive, uncontrolled, uncontrollable, unre- 
strained, immoderate, intemperate, wild, ir- 
rational, unbndled ©a blind alley • without 
exit, blocked, closed, barred, impassable, dead 
end 

-opposites sighted, perceptive, mindful, dis- 
cerning 

► verb ©he was blinded in a car crash make blind, 
deprive of sight, render sightless, put 
someone’s eyes out. © scaffolding blinded the win- 
dows obscure, cover, blot out, mask, shroud, 
block, eclipse, obstruct, ©he was blinded by his 
faith deprive of judgement, deprive of percep- 
tion, deprive of reason, deprive of sense ©they 
try to blind you with science • overawe, intimidate, 
daunt, deter, discourage, cow, abash, subdue, 
dismay, disquiet, discomfit, unsettle, discon- 
cert, confuse, bewilder, confound, perplex, 
overwhelm, informal faze, psych out 

► noun ©a window blind, screen, shade, sun- 
shade, curtain, awning, canopy; louvre, jalou- 
sie, shutter, ©some crook had sent the card as a 
blind deception, camouflage, smokescreen, 
front, facade, cover, pretext, masquerade, feint, 
trick, ploy, ruse, machination 

blindly ► adverb © he stared blindly ahead sight 
lessly, unseeingly ©he ran blindly upstairs im 
petuously, impulsively, recklessly, heedlessly, 
uncontrolledly © they blindly followed US policy 
uncritically, unthinkingly, mindlessly, indis- 
criminately 

blink ► verb ©his eyes did not blink flutter, 
flicker, wink, bat, technical nictitate, nictate 
© several red lights began to blink- flash, flicker, 
wink, ©no one even blinks at the ' waitresses' in 
drag be surprised, look twice, informal boggle 

blinkered ► adjective narrow-minded, inward- 
looking, parochial, provincial, insular, small- 
minded, close-minded, short-sighted, hide- 
bound, inflexible, entrenched, prejudiced, big- 
oted. Bnt parish-pump. 

-opposites broad-minded. 

bliss ► noun ©she gave a sigh of bliss: joy, happi- 
ness, pleasure, delight, ecstasy, elation, rap- 
ture, euphoria © religions promise perfect bliss 
after death blessedness, benediction, beati- 
tude, glory, heavenly joy, divine happiness; 
heaven, paradise 
-opposites miseiy, hell. 

blissful ► adjective ecstatic, euphoric, joyful, 
elated, rapturous, on cloud nine, in seventh 
heaven; delighted, thrilled, overjoyed, joyous, 
informal over the moon, on top of the world; Aus- 
tral informal wrapped 

blister ► noun ©a blister on each heel, bleb, Med- 
c/no bulla, pustule, vesicle, vesication. © check 
for blisters in the roofing felt: bubble, swelling, 
bulge, protuberance. 

blistering ►adjectfve Q blistering heat: intense, 
extreme, ferocious, fierce; scorching, searing, 
blazing, burning, fieiy; informal boiling, baking, 
roasting, sweltering, ©a blistering attack on the 
government: savage, vicious, fierce, bitter, 
harsh, scathing, devastating, caustic, searing, 
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vitriolic. Qa blistering pace : very fast, break- 
neck; informal blinding. 

-opposites mild, leisurely, 
blithe ► adjective Qa blithe disregard for the rules 
casual, indifferent, unconcerned, unworried, 
untroubled, uncaring, careless, heedless, 
thoughtless; nonchalant. blas& Q [poetic /literary) 
his blithe, smiling face happy, cheerful, jolly, 
merry, joyful, joyous, blissful, ecstatic, euphor- 
ic, elated; poetic I literary blithesome; dated gay. 
-opposites thoughtful, sad 
blitz ► noun the 1940 blitz on London, bombard- 
ment, bombing, onslaught, barrage, attack, as- 
sault. raid, strike, blitzkrieg 

► verb the town was blitzed in the war bombard, at- 
tack, bomb, shell, torpedo, strafe; destroy, dev- 
astate, ravage 

blizzard ► noun snowstorm, white-out 
bloated ► adjective swollen, distended, tume- 
fied, bulging, inflated, enlarged, expanded, di- 
lated 

blob ► noun Qa blob of cold gravy drop, droplet, 
globule, bead, bubble; informal glob 0 a blob of 
ink spot, dab, blotch, blot, dot, smudge, informal 
splotch, splodge 

► verb masking fluid is blobbed on freely daub, dab, 
spot, slop 

bloc ► noun alliance, coalition, federation, con- 
federation. league, union, partnership, axis, 
body, association, group 

block ► noun Qa block of cheese chunk, hunk, 
lump, wedge, cube, bnck, slab, piece, Bnt infor- 
mal wodge 0an apartment block building, com- 
plex. structure, development Qa block of 
shares: batch, group, set, quantity Qa sketching 
block • pad, notepad, sketchpad, jotter, tablet 
0 a block to Third World development obstacle, 
bar, bamer, impediment, hindrance, check, 
hurdle, stumbling block, handicap, deterrent 
0 a block in the pipe blockage, obstruction, 
stoppage, congestion, occlusion, clot 
-opposites aid 

► verb Q weeds can block drainage ditches: clog (up). 
stop up. choke, plug, obstruct, gum up, dam 
up. bung up, congest, jam, close, Bnt informal 
gunge up; technical occlude 0 picket lines blocked 
access to the factory’ hinder, hamper, obstruct, 
impede, inhibit, restrict, limit; halt, stop, bar, 
check, prevent ©he blocked a shot on the goal 
line, parry, stop, deflect, fend off, hold off, 
repel, repulse. 

-opposites facilitate 

■ block something off close up, shut off, seal 
off, barricade, bar, obstruct 

■ block something out Q trees blocked out the 
light: conceal, keep out, blot out, exclude, ob- 
literate, blank out, stop. 0 block out an area in 
charcoal rough out, sketch out, outline, delin- 
eate, draft 

blockade ► noun Qa naval blockade of the is- 
land: siege; rare besiegement ©they erected 
blockades in the streets’ barricade, barrier, road- 
block; obstacle, obstruction. 

► verb rebels blockaded the capital: barricade, block 
off, shut off. seal; besiege, surround. 

blockage ► noun obstruction, stoppage. 

block, occlusion, congestion, 
bloke ► noun (Brit, informal ). See fellow sense 1. 
blonde, blond ► adjective FAIR, light, yellow, 
flaxen, tow-coloured, golden, platinum, ash 


blithe | bloom 

blonde, strawberry blonde; bleached, peroxide. 
-opposites dark. 

blood ► noun Q he had lost too much blood, gore, 
vital fluid; poetic /literary lifeblood, ichor. See list 
Qa woman of noble blood: ancestry, lmeage, 
bloodline, descent, parentage, family, birth, ex- 
traction, origin, genealogy, heritage, stock, kin- 
ship 

-related terms haemal, haemic, haematic, 
sanguineous 


Types of Blood Cdl 


acidophil 

macrophage 

basophil 

megalobtatt 

eosinophil 

microcyte 

erythrocyte or 

microphage 

red blood cell 

monocyte 

granulocyte 

neutrophil 

kffler cell 

platelet 

leucocyte or 

plasma celt 

white blood cell 

reticulocyte 


lymphocyte 


blood-curdling ► adjective terrifying, fright- 
ening, spine-chilling, chilling, hair-raising, hor- 
rifying, alarming; eerie, sinister, homble; Scot- 
tish eldritch, informal scary. 

bloodless ► adjective Qa bloodless revolution 
non-violent, peaceful, peaceable, pacifist ©his 
face was bloodless anaemic, pale, wan, pallid, 
ashen, colourless, chalky, waxen, white, grey, 
pasty, drained, drawn, deathly Qa bloodless 
Hollywood mogul heartless, unfeeling, cruel, 
ruthless, merciless, pitiless, uncharitable, cold, 
hard, stony-hearted, cold-blooded, callous. Qa 
bloodless chorus feeble, spiritless, lifeless, list- 
less. half-hearted, unenthusiastic, lukewarm. 
-opposites bloody, ruddy, charitable, power- 
ful. 

bloodshed ►noun slaughter, massacre, kill- 
ing, wounding; carnage, butchery, bloodletting, 
bloodbath, violence, fighting, warfare, battle, 
poetic / literary slaying. 

bloodthirsty ► adjective murderous, homi- 
cidal, violent, vicious, barbarous, barbaric, sav- 
age, brutal, cut-throat, fierce, ferocious, in- 
human 

bloody ►adjective Qhis bloody nose: bleeding 
0 bloody medical waste ■ bloodstained, blood- 
soaked, gory; archaic sanguinary ©a bloody civi l 
war. vicious, ferocious, savage, fierce, brutal, 
murderous, gory; archaic sanguinary. Q {informal) 
a bloody mitsance* See damned. 

bloody-minded ► adjective (Bnt informal) unco- 
operative, awkward, disobliging, recalcitrant, 
unaccommodating, inflexible, uncompromis- 
ing, contrary, perverse, obstinate, stubborn; 
difficult; informal pig-headed, Bnt informal bolshie, 
stroppy. 

-opposites compliant. 

bloom ►noun Q orchid blooms flower, blos- 
som, floweret, floret Q a girl in the bloom of 
youth: prime, perfection, acme, peak, height, 
heyday; salad days. © the bloom of her skin: radi- 
ance, lustre, sheen, glow, freshness; blush, 
rosiness, pmkness, colour. 

► verb Qthe geraniums bloomed: flower, blossom, 
open; mature, ©the children bloomed in the Dev - 
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onshire air. flourish, thnve, prosper, progress, 
burgeon; informal be in the pink 
-oppositbs wither, decline 

blossom ► noun pink blossoms flower, bloom, 
floweret, floret 

► verb Qthe snowdrops have blossomed: bloom, 
flower, open, unfold; mature Q the whole region 
had blossomed develop, grow, mature, progress, 
evolve; flourish, thnve, prosper, bloom, bur- 
geon 

-opposites fade, decline 
sin blossom in flower, flowenng, blossom- 
ing, blooming, m (full) bloom, open, out 

blot ► noun Qan ink blot spot, dot, mark, 
blotch, smudge, patch, dab, informal splotch; Bnt 
informal splodge. Qthe only blot on a clean cam - 
paign • blemish, taint, stain, blight, flaw, fault, 
disgrace, dishonour ©a blot on the landscape 
eyesore, monstrosity, carbuncle, mess; informal 
sight. 

► verb O blot the excess water soak up, absorb, 
sponge up. mop up. dry up/out; dab, pat Q the 
writing was messy and blotted • smudge, smear, 
blotch, mark e he had blotted our name forever 
tarnish, taint, stain, blacken, sully, mar, dis- 
honour, disgrace, besmirch 

-opposites honour 

■ blot something out QMary blotted out her 
picture erase, obliterate, delete, efface, rub 
out, blank out, expunge, cross out, stnke out 
0 clouds were starting to blot out the stars con 
ceal, hide, obscure, exclude, obliterate, 
shadow, eclipse Qhe urged her to blot out the 
memory, erase, efface, eradicate, expunge, wipe 
out 

blotch ► noun Q pink flowers with dark blotches 
patch, smudge, dot, spot, blot, dab, daub; infor- 
mal splotch, Bnt informal splodge. 0hu face was 
covered in blotches’ patch, mark, freckle, birth- 
mark. discoloration, eruption, naevus 

► verb her face was blotched and swollen spot, mark, 
smudge, streak, blemish 

blotchy ► adjective mottled, dappled, blotched, 
patchy, spotty, spotted, smudged, marked; Infor- 
mal splotchy. Bnt informal splodgy. 

blow 1 ►verb Qthe icy wind blew around us gust, 
puff, flurry, blast, roar, bluster, rush, storm 
Qhis ship was blown on to the rocks, sweep, carry, 
toss, drive, push, force ©leaves blew across the 
road: drift, flutter, waft, float, glide, whirl, 
move Qhe blew a smoke ring: exhale, puff, 
emit, expel, discharge, issue 0 Uncle Albert was 
puffing and blowing wheeze, puff, pant, gasp 
Qhe blew a trumpet sound, blast, toot, pipe, 
trumpet, play. Qa rear tyre had blown: burst, 
explode, blow out, split, rupture, puncture 
©the bulb had blown: fuse, short-circuit, bum 
out, break, go. @(mformaf) he blew his money on 
gambling, squander, waste, misspend, throw 
away, fritter away, go through, lose, lavish, dis- 
sipate, use up; spend recklessly; Informal splurge, 
Brit, informal, dated blue. 0 {informal) don't blow this 
opportunity, spoil, rum, bungle, mess up, fudge, 
waste, lose, squander, informal botch, muff, 
screw up, foul up; Bnt. informal cock up, bodge 
{Qhis cover was blown: expose, reveal, uncover, 
disclose, divulge, unveil, betray, leak. 

► noun Qa severe blow: gale, storm, tempest, hur- 
ricane; wind, breeze, gust, draught, flurry. Oa 
blow on the guard's whistle: toot* blast blare; 
whistle. 


■ blow out O the matches will not blow out in a 
strong wind: be extinguished, go out, be put out, 
stop bummg 0 the front tyre blew out See verb 
sense 7 Qthe windows blew out shatter, rup- 
ture, crack, smash, splinter, disintegrate, burst, 
explode, fly apart; informal bust 

■ blow something out extinguish, put out, 
snuff, douse, quench, smother 

■ blow over abate, subside, drop off, lessen, 
ease (off), let up, dimmish, fade, dwindle, 
slacken, recede, tail off. peter out, pass, die 
down, fizzle out 

■ blow up lorryload of shells blew up ex 
plode, detonate, go off, ignite, erupt Qhe 
blows up at whoever's in his way: lose one’s tem 
per, get angry, rant and rave, go berserk, flare 
up, erupt, informal go mad. go crazy, go wild, go 
ape, hit the roof, fly off the handle ©a crisis 
blew up. break out, erupt, flare up. boil over, 
emerge, arise 

■ blow something up Q they blew the plane up 
bomb, blast, destroy, explode, detonate ©blow 
up the balloons, inflate, pump up, fill up, puff 
up, swell, expand, aerate © things get blown up 
out of all proportion exaggerate, overstate, 
overstress, overestimate, magnify, amplify, ag- 
grandize, embellish, elaborate QI blew the pic- 
ture up on a photocopier enlarge, magnify, ex- 
pand. increase 

blow 2 ► noun Qa blow on the head • knock, bang, 
hit, punch, thump, smack, crack, rap. informal 
whack, thwack, bash, clout, sock, wallop. 0 los- 
ing his wife must have been a blow shock, sur- 
prise, bombshell, thunderbolt, jolt, calamity, 
catastrophe, disaster, upset, setback 

blowout ► noun Q the steering is automatic in the 
event of blowouts, puncture, flat tyre, burst tyre, 
informal flat 0 {informal) this meal is our last real 
blowout feast, banquet, celebration, party, infor- 
mal shindig, do. binge, Bnt informal beanfeast, 
bunfight, nosh-up. 

blowsy ► adjective untidy, sloppy, scruffy, 
messy, dishevelled, unkempt, frowzy, slovenly, 
coarse, red-faced, ruddy, florid, raddled 
-opposites tidy, respectable 

blowy ► adjective windy, windswept, blustery, 
gusty, breezy, stormy, squally 
-opposites still. 

blubber 1 ► noun whale blubber fat, fatty tissue 

blubber 2 ► verb ( informal ) she started to blubber 
cry, sob, weep, howl, smvel, informal blub, boo- 
hoo. 

bludgeon ►noun hooligans wielding bludgeons: 
cudgel, club, stick, truncheon, baton, N. Amer 
nightstick, blackjack, Bnt informal cosh. 

► verb Qhe was bludgeoned to death, batter. 
cudgel, club, beat, thrash; informal clobber. QI 
let him bludgeon me into marriage • coerce, force, 
compel, pressurize, pressure, bully, browbeat, 
hector, dragoon, steamroller; informal strong- 
arm, railroad. 

blue ►adjective Q bright blue eyes: sky-blue, 
azure, cobalt, sapphire, navy, Oxford blue, 
Cambridge blue, ultramarine, aquamarine, 
cyan; poetic /literary cerulean. Q (informal) Mum was 
feeling a bit blue, depressed, down. sad. un- 
happy, melancholy, miserable, gloomy, deject- 
ed, downhearted, downcast, despondent, low. 
glum; Informal down in the dumps, down in the 
mouth, fed up. © (informal) a blue movie: porno- 
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graphic, racy, nsque, naughty, spicy, indecent, 
dirty, lewd, smutty, filthy, obscene, sordid, 
erotic, arousing, sexy, titillating, explicit, infor- 
mal pom, porno, X-rated, raunchy, euphemistic 
adult 

-opposites happy, clean 

blueprint ► noun Q blueprints of the aircraft. 
plan, design, diagram, drawing, sketch, map, 
layout, representation ©a blueprint for similar 
measures in other countries: model, plan, tem- 
plate. framework, pattern, example, guide, 
prototype, pilot 

blues ► plural noun (informal) a fit of blues depres 
sion, sadness, unhappiness, melancholy, mis- 
ery. sorrow, gloom, dejection, despondency, 
despair, the doldrums 

bluff 1 ► noun this offer was denounced as a bluff 
deception, subterfuge, pretence, sham, fake, 
deceit, feint, hoax, fraud, charade, tnck, ruse, 
scheme, machination, informal put-on 

► verb O they are bluffing to hide their guilt pre 
tend, sham, fake, feign, lie, hoax, pose, pos- 
ture, masquerade, dissemble ©1 managed to 
bluff the board into believing me deceive, delude, 
mislead, tnck, fool, hoodwink, dupe, hoax, be- 
guile, gull, informal con, kid, have on 

bluff 2 ►adjective a bluff man plain-spoken, 
straightforward, blunt, direct, no-nonsense, 
frank, open, candid, forthright, unequivocal, 
hearty, genial, good-natured; informal upfront 

bluff 3 ► noun an impregnable high bluff cliff, 
promontory, headland, crag, bank, peak, es- 
carpment. scarp 

blunder ► noun he shook his head at hts blunder 
mistake, error, gaffe, slip, oversight, faux pas. 
informal botch, slip-up, boo-boo, Bnt informal clang- 
er, boob, N Amer informal blooper 

► verb © the government admitted it had blundered 
make a mistake, err, miscalculate, bungle, tnp 
up, be wrong, informal slip up, screw up. blow it, 
goof, Bnt informal boob ©she blundered down the 
steps stumble, lurch, stagger, flounder, strug- 
gle, fumble, grope 

blunt ►adjective ©a blunt knife unsharpened. 
dull, worn, edgeless ©the leaf is broad with a 
blunt tip rounded, flat, obtuse, stubby ©a 
blunt message, straightforward, frank, plain- 
spoken, candid, direct, bluff, forthright, un- 
equivocal; brusque, abrupt, curt, terse, bald, 
brutal, harsh, stark, undisguised, unvarnished, 
informal upfront 

-opposites sharp, pointed, subtle 

► verb Q ebony blunts tools very rapidly dull, make 
less sharp, ©age hasn’t blunted my passion for lift 
dull, deaden, dampen, numb, weaken, sap, 
cool, temper, allay, abate; diminish, reduce, de- 
crease. lessen, deplete. 

-opposites sharpen, intensify 

blur ►verb ©she felt tears blur her vision : cloud, 
fog, obscure, dim, make hazy, unfocus, soften, 
poetic/ literary bedim; archaic blear ©jilms blur the 
difference between villains and victims : obscure, 
make vague, confuse, muddle, muddy, obfus- 
cate. cloud, weaken. © memories of the picnic had 
blurred: become dim, dull, numb, deaden, mute, 
lessen, decrease, diminish. 

-opposites sharpen, focus. 

► noun a blur on the horizon : indistinct shape, 
smudge; haze, cloud, mist. 


blurred ► adjective indistinct, bluny, fuzzy, 
hazy, misty, foggy, shadowy, faint; unclear, 
vague, indefinite, unfocused, obscure, nebu- 
lous 

blurt 

■ blurt something out burst out with, ex- 
claim, call out, divulge, disclose, reveal, betray, 
let slip, give away, informal blab, gush, let on, 
spill the beans, let the cat out of the bag; dated 
ejaculate 

blush ► verb Joan blushed at the compliment: red- 
den, tum/go pink, tum/go red, flush, colour, 
bum up, feel shy, feel embarrassed 

► noun the darkness hid her fiery blush, flush, rosi- 
ness, pinkness, bloom, high colour 

bluster ►verb Qhe started blustering about the 
general election rant, thunder, bellow, sound 
off; be overbearing; informal throw one’s weight 
about/around © storms bluster in from the sea 
blast, gust, storm, roar, rush 

► noun his bluster turned to cooperation ranting, 
thundering, hectoring, bullying, bombast, 
bumptiousness, braggadocio 

blustery ► adjective stormy, gusty, blowy, 
windy, squally, wild, tempestuous, turbulent; 
howling, roanng 
-opposites calm 

board ►noun ©a wooden board plank, beam, 
panel, slat, batten, timber, lath ©the board of 
directors committee, council, panel, directorate, 
commission, group Qyour room and board will 
be free food, meals, provisions, refreshments, 
diet, table, bread, keep, maintenance, informal 
grub, nosh, eats, chow, Bnt informal scoff 

► verb ©he boarded the aircraft, get on, go aboard, 
enter, mount, ascend, embark, emplane, en- 
train, catch, informal hop on © a number of stu- 
dents boarded with them lodge, live, reside, be 
housed, N Amer room, informal put up, have digs 
© they run a facility for boarding dogs accommo 
DAT e. lodge, take in. put up, house, keep. feed, 
cater for 

■ board something up/over cover up/over, 
close up, shut up, seal 

board game ► noun. See list 


Board Games 


backgammon 

nine men’s morris 

checkers 

pachlsl 

chess 

peggotty 

Chinese chequers 

Pictfonary (trademark) 

Chinese chess 

f PwSSfwliJ 

Guedo (trademark) 

Scrabble (trademark) 

draughts * 

shogl 

fox and geese 

snakes and ladders 

go 

solitaire 

halma 

Trivial Pursuit 

krfegsptef 

/jui JLjMiMaiit 

ftfCNKVJMVft} 

ludo 

wart 

mancaia 

Monopoly (trademark) 

welch'! 


boast ► verb © h is mother had been boasting about 
him: brag, crow, swagger, swank, gloat, show 
off, exaggerate, overstate, informal talk big. lay it 
on thick; Austral./ NZ informal skite. ©the hotel 
boasts a fine restaurant: possess, have, own, 
enjoy, pride oneself/itself on. 

► noun ©the government’s main boast seemtd un- 
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done, brag, self-praise; exaggeration, overstate' 
ment. fanfaronade, informal swank; Austral /NZ in- 
formal skite Qthe hall is the boast of the county 
pride, joy, wonder, delight, treasure, gem. 

boastful ► adjective bragging, swaggering, 
bumptious, puffed up, full of oneself, cocky, 
conceited, arrogant, egotistical, informal swanky, 
big-headed; N Amor informal blowhard; poetic / 
literary vainglorious 
-opposites modest 

boat ► noun a rowing boat vessel, craft, 
watercraft, ship; poetic/ literary keel, barque See 
lists at SAILING SHIP, SHIP 

► vtrto he insisted on boating into the lake • sail, 
yacht, cruise. 

bob ► verb O their yacht bobbed about * move up 
and down, bounce, toss, skip, dance, jounce, 
wobble, jiggle, joggle, jolt, jerk ©the bookie's 
head bobbed’ nod, incline, dip; wag, waggle 
©the maid bobbed and left the room, curtsy, 
bow 

► noun © a bob of his head nod, inclination, dip, 
wag. waggle ©the maid scurried away with a 
bob curtsy, bow, obeisance 

bodo ►verb augur, portend, herald, be a sign 
of, warn of, foreshadow, be an omen of, pres- 
age, indicate, signify, promise, threaten, spell, 
denote, foretell; prophesy, predict, poetic/ literary 
betoken, forebode. 

bodily ► adjective bodily sensations * physical, cor- 
poreal. corporal, somatic, fleshly, concrete, 
real, actual, tangible 
-opposites spiritual, mental 

► adverb he hauled her bodily from the van force 
fully, forcibly, violently, wholly, completely, 
entirely 

body ► noun ©the human body figure, frame, 
form, physique, anatomy, skeleton; soma; infor- 
mal bod. See lists at bone, digestion, ear, eye, 
gland, muscle, nerve, tooth, vein, vertebra. 
©he was hit by shrapnel in the head and body 
torso, trunk e the bodies were put in the fire 
corpse, carcass, skeleton, remains; informal spff; 
Medicine cadaver ©the body of the article - main 
part, central part, core, heart, hub. ©the body 
of the ship, bodywork, hull, fuselage © a body of 
water, expanse, mass, area, stretch, tract, 
sweep, extent ©a growing body of evidence: 
quantity, amount, volume, collection, mass, 
corpus. Qthe representative body of the employers : 
association, organization, group, party, com- 
pany, society, circle, syndicate, guild, corpor- 
ation, contingent, ©a heavenly body : object, en- 
tity. (Qadd body to your hair: fullness, thick- 
ness. substance, bounce, lift, shape. 

■ body and soul completely, entirely, totally, 
utterly, fully, thoroughly, wholeheartedly, un- 
conditionally, to the hilt. 

bodyguard ►noun minder, guard, protector, 
guardian, defender, informal heavy. 

boffin ► noun (Brit Informal) expert, specialist, au- 
thority, genius, mastermind; scientist, techni- 
cian, inventor; Informal egghead. Einstein, 
bog ► noun marsh, swamp, mire, quagmire, 
morass, slough, fen, wetland; Brit, earn Scottish & 
N. English moss. 

■ bog aomoona/aomothlng down mire, stick, 
entangle, ensnare, embroil; hamper, hinder, 
impede, delay, stall, detain; swamp, over- 
whelm. 


bogey ► noun O water bogies frighten children 
from pools: evil spirit, bogle, spectre, phantom, 
hobgoblin, demon; informal spook. Qthe guild is 
the bogey of bankers : bugbear, pet hate, bane, 
anathema, abomination, nightmare, horror, 
dread, curse; N Amer bugaboo. 

boggle ► verb (informal) ©this data makes the 
mind boggle marvel, wonder, be astonished, be 
overwhelmed, be staggered, gape, goggle, infor- 
mal gawk Qyou never boggle at plain speaking- 
demur, baulk, shrink from, shy away from, be 
shy about; hesitate, waver, falter; informal be 
cagey about 

boggy ► adjective marshy, swampy, miry, 
fenny, muddy, waterlogged, wet, soggy, sod- 
den, squelchy, spongy, heavy, sloughy 

bogus ►adjective fake, spunous, false, fraudu- 
lent, sham, deceptive, counterfeit, forged, 
feigned, make-believe, dummy, pseudo, informal 
phoney, pretend 
-opposites genuine 

bohemian ► noun he is an artist and a real bohe- 
mian- nonconformist, avant-gardist, free spirit, 
dropout, hippy, beatnik. 

-opposites conservative 

► adjective a bohemian student life- unconventional, 
nonconformist, unorthodox, avant-garde, ir- 
regular, alternative, artistic, informal arty-farty, 
way-out, offbeat 

-opposites conventional. 

boll 1 ► verb Qboil the potatoes, bring to the boil, 
simmer; cook © the soup is boiling simmer, bub- 
ble, stew © a huge cliff with the sea boding below 
churn, seethe, froth, foam, poetic/ literary roil 
©she boiled at his lack of consideration- fume, 
seethe, rage, smoulder, bristle, be angiy, be 
furious; get worked up, informal see red, get 
steamed up 

► noun bring the stock to the boil* boiling point, 100 
degrees centigrade 

■ boll something down condense, reduce, 
concentrate, thicken 

■ boll down to come down to. amount to, add 
up to, be in essence. 

boll 2 ► noun a boil on her neck, swelling, spot, 
pimple, blister, pustule, eruption, carbuncle, 
wen. abscess, ulcer; technical furuncle 

boiling ► adjective © boiling water at boiling 
point, at 100 degrees centigrade, very hot, pip- 
ing hot, bubbling. © (informal) it was a boding 
day very hot, scorching, blistering, sweltering, 
sultry, tomd, informal roasting, baking 
-opposites freezing. 

boisterous ►adjective ©a boisterous game of 
handball: lively, animated, exuberant, spirited, 
rowdy, unruly, wild, uproarious, unrestrained, 
undisciplined, uninhibited, uncontrolled, 
rough, disorderly, riotous; noisy, loud, clamor- 
ous; informal rumbustious. ©a boisterous wind. 
blustery, gusty, windy, stormy, wild, squally, 
tempestuous; howling, roaring; informal blowy. 
-opposites restrained, calm. 

bold ►adjective Qbold adventurers: daring, in- 
trepid, brave, courageous, valiant, valorous, 
fearless, dauntless, audacious, daredevil; adven- 
turous. heroic, plucky, spirited, confident, as- 
sured; informal gutsy, spunky, feisty, ©a bold 
pattern: striking, vivid, bright, strong* eye- 
catching, prominent; gaudy, lurid, garish. Qde- 
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parture times are in bold type heavy, thick, pro- 
nounced. 

-opposites timid, pale 

bolshie ►adjective (Bnt informal) uncooperative, 
awkward, disobliging, unhelpful, recalcitrant, 
contraiy, perverse, obstinate, stubborn, diffi- 
cult, unreasonable, exasperating, trying, Bnt in - 
formal bloody-minded, stroppy. 

-opposites compliant 

bolster ►noun the bed was strewn with bolsters 
pillow, cushion, pad 

► verb a break would bolster her morale strengthen. 
reinforce, boost, fortify, renew, support, buoy 
up, shore up, maintain, aid, help, augment, in- 
crease 

-opposites undermine. 

bolt ► noun Qthe bolt on the shed door bar, lock, 
catch, latch, fastener. ©nuts and bolts ■ rivet, 
pin, peg, screw ®a bolt whirred over my head 
arrow, quarrel, dart, shaft, poetic /literary reed 
O a bolt of lightning flash, shaft, streak, burst, 
flare QMark made a bolt for the door dash, dart, 
run, sprint, leap, bound bolt of cloth roll, 
reel, spool, quantity, amount 

► verb Qhe bolted the door lock, bar, latch, fas- 
ten, secure ©the lid was bolted down rivet, pin, 
peg, screw, fasten, fix ©Anna bolted from the 
room, dash, dart, run, spnnt, hurtle, rush, fly, 
shoot, bound, flee, infonnal tear, scoot, leg it 
©he bolted down his breakfast gobble, gulp, 
wolf, guzzle, devour, infonnal demolish, polish 
off. shovel down. Bnt informal shift, gollop, scoff, 
N Amer informal scarf, snarf 

■ a bolt from/out of the blue shock, sur- 
prise, bombshell, thunderbolt, revelation, infor- 
mal tum-up for the books 

■ bolt upright straight, ngidly, stiffly 

bomb ► noun O bombs burst on the runway See 

list ©the world has lived with the bomb nuclear 
weapons, nuclear bombs, atom bombs, A- 
bombs O (Bnt informal) a new superstore will cost a 
bomb See fortune sense 5 

► verb O their headquarters were bombed, bombard, 
blast, shell, blitz, strafe, pound, attack, assault, 
blow up, destroy, demolish, flatten, devastate 
©(Bnf informal) she bombed across Texas See speed 
verb sense 1 © (informal) the Jilm bombed at the 
box office See fail sense 1 

bombard ► verb Qgun batteries bombarded the 
islands shell, pound, blitz, strafe, bomb, assail, 
attack, assault, batter, blast, pelt ©we were 
bombarded with information inundate, swamp, 
flood, deluge, snow under, besiege, overwhelm 

bombast ►noun bluster, pomposity, empty 
talk, humbug, turgidity, verbosity, verbiage, 
pretentiousness, ostentation, grandiloquence, 
infonnal hot air, ram fustian 

bombastic ►adjective pompous, blustering, 
tuigid, verbose, orotund, high-flown, high- 
sounding, overwrought, pretentious, ostenta- 
tious, grandiloquent; informal highfalutin; ram 
fustian. 

bona fids ► adjective authentic, genuine, real, 
true, actual, legal, legitimate, lawful, valid, 
proper; informal legit, pukka, the real McCoy. 
-opposites bogus. 

bonanza ► noun windfall, godsend, boon, 
blessing, bonus, stroke of luck; informal jackpot. 

bond ►noun Qthe women forged a close bond. 
friendship, relationship, fellowship, partner- 


Bombs and Mines 

See oho EXPtosivt. moiccnu. 

A-bomb 

laser-guided bomb 

acoustic mine 

letter bomb 

atom/atomic bomb 

limpet mine 

Bangalore torpedo 

magnetic mine 

blockbuster 

Mis bomb 

car bomb 

mine 

duster bomb 

mfcs&e 

daisy-cutter 

Molotov cocktafl 

depth charge 

napalm bomb 

doodlebug 

neutron bomb 

firebomb 

nuclear bomb/device 

flying bomb 

parcel bomb 

fragmentation bomb 

petard 

fuel-air bomb 

petrol bomb 

fusion bomb 

sheH 

gas sheH 

smart bomb 

gelignite 

smoke bomb 

grenade 

stick grenade 

hand grenade 

thermonuclear bomb/ 

H-bomb 

device 

hydrogen bomb 

time bomb 

incendiary bomb 

torpedo 

JDAM (joint direct 

vacuum bomb 

attack munition) 

V-1 

landmine 

V-2 


ship, association, affiliation, alliance, attach- 
ment ©the prisoner struggled with his bonds 
chains, fetters, shackles, manacles, irons, re- 
straints ©J've broken my bond* promise, pledge, 
vow. oath, word (of honour), guarantee, assur- 
ance. agreement, contract, pact, bargain. deal. 

► verb the extensions are bonded to your hair join, 
fasten, fix, affix, attach, secure, bind, stick, 
fuse 

bondage ►noun slavery, enslavement, servi- 
tude, subjugation, subjection, oppression, dom- 
ination, exploitation, persecution, historical serf- 
dom, vassalage, archaic enthralment 
-opposites liberty 

bone ► noun. See lists here and at fracture. 

-RELATED TERMS OSSeOUS, OSteO-. 

bonhomie ►noun geniality, affability, con- 
viviality, cordiality, amiability, sociability, 
friendliness, warmth, joviality. 

-opposites coldness 

bon mot ► noun witticism, quip, pun, pleasant- 
ly, jest, joke, informal wisecrack, oneliner. 

bonny ► adjective (Scottish & N English ) beautiful, 
attractive, pretty, gorgeous, fetching, prepos- 
sessing, Tovely, nice, sweet, cute, appealing, en- 
dearing, adorable, lovable, charming, winsome, 
informal divine. Austral /NZ informal beaut; poetic! 
literary beauteous, archaic fair, comely. 

-opposites unattractive 

bonus ►noun Qthe extra work's a real bonus 
benefit, advantage, boon, blessing, godsend, 
stroke of luck, asset, plus, pro, attraction; Infor- 
mal perk; formal perquisite © she's on a good sal- 
ary and she gets a bonus’ gratuity, handout, gift, 
present, reward, prize, incentive, inducement. 
Informal perk, sweetener; formal perquisite. 
-opposites disadvantage, 
bon vivour 9 bon vlvant ►noun hedonist, 
pleasure-seeker, sensualist, sybarite, voluptu- 
ary; epicure, gourmet, gastronome. 
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Human Bunas 


See oho vertebra. 


astragalus 

palatine bone 

cakaneum (orbed 

parietal bone 

bone) 

patella (or kneecap) 

carpal 

peMs 

carpus 

phalanx 

capitate 

pisiform bone 

cheekbone 

pubis 

davJde (or collarbone) 

rectos 

concha I 

radius 

costa 

rib 

cranium 

sacrum 

cuboid 

scaphoid 

cuneiform bones 
ethmoid 

scapula (or shoulder 
blade) 

femur (or thigh bone) 

sesamoid bone 

fibula 

skuH 

floating rib 

sphenoid 

frontal bone 

spinal column 

hallux 

spine (or backbone) 

hamate 

stapes (or stirrup) 

humerus 

sternum (or 

hyoid 

breastbone) 

ilium 

talus (or ankle bone) 

Incus (or anvil) 

tarsal 

Innominate bone 

tarsus 

Ischium 

temporal bone 

jawbone 

tibia (or shin bone) 

lacrimal 

trapezium 

lunate bone 

trapezoid 

malleus (or hammer) 

triquetral 

mandible 

ulna 

maxilla 

vertebra 

metacarpal 

vertebral column 

metatarsal 

vomer 

navicular bone 

zygomatic bone 

occipital bone 


-opposites puritan. 



bony ► adjective gaunt, angular, skinny, thm, 
lean, spare, spindly, skin and bone, skeletal, 
emaciated, underweight; informal like a bag of 
bones 

-opposites plump 
booby ► noun. See idiot 

book ► noun O he published his first book in 1610 
volume, tome, publication, title, novel, 
stoiybook. treatise, manual, paperback, hard- 
back, softback. See list at novel ©he scribbled 
in his book : notepad, notebook, pad, memo pad, 
exercise book, logbook, ledger, journal, diary; 
Brit jotter, pocketbook; N Amor scratch pad. 
©the council had to balance its books, accounts, 
records; account book, record book, ledger, bal- 
ance sheet. 

► verb ©she booked a table at the restaurant re 
serve, make a reservation for, pre-arrange, 
order, informal bag; formal bespeak, ©we booked a 
number of events in the Festival arrange, pro- 
gramme, schedule, timetable, line up. lay on, 
N. Amar. slate. 

■ by IImi book according to the rules, within 
the law, lawfully, legally, legitimately; honest- 
ly, fairly; informal on the level, fair and square. 

■ book In register, check in, enrol. 

booking ► noun reservation, pre-arrange- 
ment; appointment, date. 


bookish ► adjective studious, scholarly, aca- 
demic, intellectual, highbrow, erudite, learned, 
educated, knowledgeable, cerebral, serious, 
earnest, thoughtful. 

booklet ► noun pamphlet, brochure, leaflet, 
handbill, flyer, tract; N. Amer folder, mailer 
boom ► noun ©the boom of the waves on the 
rocks reverberation, resonance, thunder, echo- 
ing, crashing, drumming, pounding, roar, rum- 
ble ©an unprecedented boom in sales : upturn, 
upsurge, upswing, increase, advance, growth, 
boost, escalation, improvement. 

-opposites slump 

► verb © thunder boomed overhead reverberate, 
resound, resonate, rumble, thunder, blare, 
echo, crash, roll, clap, explode, bang ©a voice 
boomed at her bellow, roar, thunder, shout, 
bawl, informal holler, ©the market continued to 
boom flourish, burgeon, thrive, prosper, pro- 
gress. improve, pick up, expand, mushroom, 
snowball. 

-opposites whisper, slump, 
boomerang ►verb backfire, recoil, reverse, 
rebound, come back, ncochet, be self- 
defeating, informal blow up in one’s face. 

booming ►adjective ©a booming voice reson 
ant, sonorous, ringing, resounding, reverberat- 
ing. carrying, thunderous; strident, stentorian, 
strong, powerful. © booming business flourish 
ing, burgeoning, thriving, prospering, prosper- 
ous, successful, strong, buoyant, profitable, 
fruitful, lucrative, expanding 
boon 1 ► noun their help was such a boon bless 
ing, godsend, bonus, plus, benefit, advantage, 
help, aid, asset, stroke of luck, informal perk, for- 
mal perquisite. 

-opposites curse 

boon 2 ► adjective a boon companion close, intim- 
ate, bosom, inseparable, faithful, favourite, 
best 

boor ► noun lout, oaf, ruffian, thug, barbarian. 
Neanderthal, brute, beast, informal clod, yahoo, 
roughneck, peasant, pig; Brit informal yobbo, yob, 
oik. 

boorish ►adjective coarse, uncouth, rude, ill- 
bred, ill-mannered, uncivilized, unrefined, 
common, rough, thuggish, loutish; vulgar, un- 
savoury, gross, brutish. Neanderthal, informal 
cloddish, plebby; Brit informal yobbish. Austral in- 
formal ocker. 

-opposites refined. 

boost ►noun ©a boost to one's morale uplift, 
lift, spur, encouragement, help, inspiration, 
stimulus, fillip, ©a boost in sales: increase, ex- 
pansion, upturn, upsurge, upswing, rise, escal- 
ation, improvement, advance, growth, boom; 
informal hike. 

-opposites decrease 

► verb ©he phones her to boost her morale : improve, 
raise, uplift, increase, enhance, encourage, 
heighten, help, promote, foster, stimulate, in- 
vigorate, revitalize; informal buck up © t hey used 
advertising to boost sales : increase, raise, escal- 
ate, improve, strengthen, inflate, push up, pro- 
mote, advance, foster, stimulate; facilitate, 
help, assist, aid; informal hike, bump up. 
-opposites decrease. 

boot 1 ► noun ©muddy boots: gumboot, Welling- 
ton, wader, walking boot, riding boot, moon 
boot, thigh boot, ankle boot, pixie boot, desert 
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boot; informal welly; trademark Doc Martens; histor- 
ical top boot. See list at footwear. Q (informal) a 
boot in the stomach, kick, blow, knock. 

► verb O his shot was booted away by the goalkeeper. 
kick, punt, bunt, tap; propel, drive, knock 
©boot up your computer : start up, fire up 

■ boot someone out ( informal ). See dismiss 
sense 1 

■ give someone the boot (informal). See dismiss 
sense 1 

boot 2 

■ to boot as well, also, too. besides, into the 
bargain, in addition, additionally, on top, 
what’s more, moreover, furthermore, informal 
and all 

booth ► noun O booths for different traders: stall, 
stand, kiosk 0 a phone booth cubicle, kiosk, 
box, enclosure, cabm 

bootleg ►adjective illegal, illicit, unlawful, 
unauthorized, unlicensed, pirated, contraband, 
smuggled, black-market 
bootless ► adjective ( archaic ) See fruitless. 
bootlicker ►noun ( informal) sycophant, toady, 
fawner, flatterer, creep, crawler, lickspittle, 
truckler, groveller, kowtower, informal yes-man, 
archaic toad-eater 

booty ► noun loot, plunder, pillage, haul, 
spoils, stolen goods, ill-gotten gains, pickings, 
informal swag 

booze ( informal) ► noun fill him up with food and 
booze alcohol, alcoholic dnnk. (intoxicating) 
liquor, dnnk, spints, intoxicants, informal grog, 
firewater, rotgut, the hard stuff, the bottle, 
Dutch courage, hooch, moonshine. Bnt informal 
bevvies, N Amer informal juice, the sauce 

► verb I was boozing with my mates drink (alco- 
hol), tipple, imbibe, indulge, informal hit the 
bottle, knock a few back, swill, Bnt informal 
bevvy, N Amer informal bend one’s elbow 

boozer ►noun Q (informal) he's a notorious boozer • 
drinker, drunk, drunkard, alcoholic, dipso- 
maniac. tippler, imbiber, sot, mebnate, informal 
lush, alky, dipso, soak, tosspot, wino, sponge, 
barfly; Austral /NZ informal hophead, archaic toper 
0 (Bnt informal) I’m off down the boozer bar, wine 
bar, inn, roadhouse, Bnt pub, public house, N 
Amer tavern; informal watering hole; Bnt informal 
local; dated alehouse; N Amer histoncal saloon, ar- 
chaic hosteliy 

bop ► noun (Bnt informal) QI fancy a bop dance, 
informal boogie, jive. 0 a college bop disco- 
theque; informal disco, hop 

► verb ( informal) they were bopping to disco music 
dance, jig; informal boogie, jive, groove, disco, 
rock, stomp, hoof it; N Amer informal get down, 
cut a/the rug. 

bordello ►noun (N Amer) brothel, whore- 
house; Law disorderly house, Bnt informal knock- 
ing shop; N Amer informal cathouse; euphemistic 
massage parlour, archaic bawdy house, house of 
ill fame, house of ill repute 
border ► noun O the border of a medieval manu - 
script: edge, margin, perimeter, circumference, 
periphery; rim. fringe, verge; sides. ©the Soviet 
border, frontier, boundary, borderline, perim- 
eter; marches, bounds. 

► verb O the fields were bordered by hedges: sur- 
round. enclose, encircle, circle, edge, fringe, 
bound, flank. ©the straps are bordered with gold 
braid: edge, fringe, ton, trim, pipe, finish. 


0 the forest bordered on Broadmoor adjoin, abut, 
be next to, be adjacent to. be contiguous with, 
touch, jom, meet, reach. 

■ border on verge on, approach, come close 
to, be comparable to, approximate to, be tanta- 
mount to, be similar to, resemble. 

borderline ► noun the borderline between old and 
antique: dividing line, divide, division, demarca- 
tion line, line, cut-off point; threshold, margin, 
border, boundary 

► adjoctlvo borderline cases’ marginal, uncertain, in- 
definite. unsettled, undecided, doubtful, inde- 
terminate, unclassifiable, equivocal, question- 
able, debatable, controversial, contentious, 
problematic; informal iffy 

bore 1 ►verb bore a hole in the ceiling: drill, 
pierce, perforate, puncture, punch, cut, tunnel, 
burrow, mine, dig, gouge, sink 

► noun Qa well bore borehole, hole, well, shaft, 
pit 0 the canon has a bore of 890 millimetres cali- 
bre. diameter, gauge 

bore 2 ► verb the television news bored Philip stul 
tify, pall on, stupefy, weary, tire, fatigue, send 
to sleep, leave cold; bore to death, bore to 
tears, informal turn off 
-opposites interest 

► noun you can be such a bore- tedious person/ 
thing, tiresome person/thing, bother, nuisance, 
pest, annoyance, tnal, vexation, thorn in one’s 
flesh/side, informal drag, pain (m the neck), 
headache, hassle; N Amer informal nudnik 

boredom ►noun weariness, ennui, apathy, 
unconcern, accidie, frustration, dissatisfaction, 
restlessness, restiveness, tedium, dullness, 
monotony, repetitiveness, flatness, dreariness. 
informal deadliness 

boring ► adjective tedious, dull, monotonous, 
repetitive, unrelieved, unvaried, unimaginative, 
uneventful; characterless, featureless, colour- 
less, lifeless, insipid, uninteresting, unexciting, 
uninspiring, unstimulatmg, jejune, flat, bland, 
dry, stale, tired, banal, lacklustre, stodgy, 
dreary, humdrum, mundane, mind-numbing, 
soul-destroying, wearisome, tinng, tiresome, 
irksome, trying, frustrating, informal deadly, not 
up to much, Bnt informal samey. N Amer informal 
dullsville 

borrow ►verb Owe borrowed a lot of money’ 
loan, take as a loan, lease, hire; informal cadge, 
scrounge, bum; Bnt informal scab; N Amer informal 
mooch. Austral I NZ informal bludge. 0 (informal) they 
‘borrowed’ all of his tools, take, help oneself to, 
appropriate, commandeer, abscond with, carry 
off, steal, purloin; informal filch, rob, swipe, nab, 
np off. lift, ^liberate’, snaffle; Bnt informal nick, 
pinch, half-inch, whip, knock off; N Amer infor- 
mal heist, glom. 0 adventurous chefs borrow for- 
eign techniques adopt, take on. acquire, em- 
brace 

-opposites lend. 

bosom ► noun Q the gown was set low over her 
bosom: bust, chest; breasts, mammaiy glands, 
mammae; informal boobs, knockers, bubbies; Bnt 
informal bristols, Charlies; N Amer informal ba- 
zooms; archaic embonpoint. 0 (poetic /literary) the 
family took GUI into its bosom: protection, shel- 
ter, safety, refuge; heart, core; poetic/ literary 
midst. 0 love was kindled within his bosom: heart, 
breast, soul, core, spirit. 

► adjective bosom friends: close, boon, intimate, in- 
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separable, faithful, constant, devoted, good, 
best, firm, favourite 

bOSS (informal) ► noun the boss of a large company 
head, chief, pnncipal, director, president, chief 
executive, chair, manageress); supervisor, fore- 
man. overseer, controller; employer, owner, 
proprietor, patron; informal number one, king- 
pin, top dog, bigwig; Brit informal gaffer, govern- 
or; N Amer informal head honcho, padrone, sa- 
chem, big kahuna 

► verb you have no right to boss me about order 
about/around, dictate to, lord it over, bully, 
push around/about, domineer, dominate, pres- 
surize, browbeat; call the shots, lay down the 
law; informal bulldoze, walk all over, railroad. 

bossy ►adjective ( informal) domineering, pushy, 
overbearing, imperious, officious, high-handed, 
authoritarian, dictatorial, controlling, informal 
high and mighty. 

-oppositbs submissive 

botch ( informal) ► verb examiners botched the mark - 
mg* bungle, mismanage, mishandle, make a 
mess of, informal mess up, make a hash of, muff, 
fluff, foul up, screw up, Brit informal bodge, cock 
up, N Amer informal flub 

► noun I’ve made a botch of things : mess, blunder, 
failure, wreck, fiasco, debacle, informal hash; Bnt 
informal bodge, cock-up, pig’s ear 
-opposites success. 

bother ►verb Q no one bothered her disturb, 
trouble, inconvenience, pester, badger, harass, 
molest, plague, nag, hound, hany, annoy, 
upset, imtate; informal hassle, bug, get up 
someone’s nose, get in someone’s hair; N Eng- 
hsh informal mither, N Amer informal ride © the in- 
cident was too small to bother about, mind, care, 
concern oneself, trouble oneself, worry oneself, 
informal give a damn, give a hoot, ©there was 
something bothering him * worry, trouble, con- 
cern. perturb, disturb, disquiet, disconcert, un- 
nerve, fret, upset, distress, agitate, gnaw at, 
weigh down, informal rattle 

► noun ©I don’t want to put you to any bother 
trouble, effort, exertion, inconvenience, fuss, 
pains, informal hassle. © the food was such a bother 
to cook: nuisance, pest, palaver, rigmarole, job, 
trial, bind, bore, drag, inconvenience, trouble, 
problem, informal hassle, headache, pain (in the 
neck) ©a spot of bother in the public bar. dis- 
order, fighting, trouble, ado, disturbance, agi- 
tation, commotion, uproar; NZ bobsy-die, infor- 
mal hoo-ha, aggro, argy-bargy, kerfuffle. 

bothersome ►adjective annoying, irritating, 
vexatious, maddening, exasperating; tedious, 
wearisome, tiresome; troublesome, trying, tax- 
ing. awkward; informal aggravating, pesky, pesti- 
lential. 

bottle ► noun ©a bottle of whisky carafe, flask, 
decanter, pitcher, flagon, carboy, demijohn. See 
list at wine. © (Informal) a world blurred by the bot- 
tle. Q(Bnt. informal) no one hod the bottle to stand 
up to McGregor: courage, bravery, valour, 
nerve, confidence, daring, audacity, pluck, 
spirit, grit, mettle, spine, backbone; informal 
guts, spunk, gumption; N Amer informal moxie. 

■ bottlo something up suppress, repress, re- 
strain, withhold, hold in, rein in, inhibit, 
smother, stifle, contain, conceal, hide; Informal 
keep a lid on. 

bottleneck ► noun traffic jam. jam, conges- 
tion, hold-up, gridlock, tailback; constriction. 


narrowing, restriction, obstruction, blockage; 
informal snarl-up 

bottom ►noun Qthe bottom of the stairs foot, 
lowest part, lowest point, base; foundation, 
substructure, underpinning. © the bottom of the 
car. underside, underneath, undersurface, 
undercarriage, underbelly, ©the bottom of Lake 
Ontario floor, bed, depths ©the bottom of his 
garden • farthest point, far end, extremity 
0 the bottom of his class: lowest level, lowest 
position Q(Bnt) I’ve got a tattoo on my bottom * 
rear (end), rump, seat; buttocks, cheeks, infor- 
mal behind, backside, BTM, sit-upon, demure, 
Brit informal bum, botty, jacksie, N Amer informal 
butt, fanny, tush, tail, buns, booty, heime, hu- 
morous fundament, postenor, stem; Anatomy 
nates © police got to the bottom of the mystery 
origin, cause, root, source, basis, foundation, 
heart, kernel; reality, essence. 

-opposites top, surface 

► adjective she sat on the bottom step lowest, last, 
bottommost, technical basal 

-opposites top 

■ from top to bottom thoroughly, fully, ex- 
tensively, completely, comprehensively, rigor- 
ously, exhaustively, scrupulously, meticulously 

bottomless ►adjective Qthe bottomless pits oj 
hell fathomless, unfathomable, endless, infin- 
ite, immeasurable © George’s appetite was bot- 
tomless ■ unlimited, limitless, boundless, infinite, 
inexhaustible, endless, never-ending, everlast- 
ing, vast, huge, enormous 
-opposites limited 

bough ► noun branch, limb, arm, offshoot 
boulder ► noun rock, stone. Austral /A/Z gibber 

boulevard ►noun avenue, street, road, drive, 

lane, parade, broadway, thoroughfare 

bounce ►verb ©the ball bounced * rebound, 
spring back, ricochet, jounce, N Amer carom 
0 William bounced down the staur bound, leap, 

jump, spnng. bob, hop, skip, tnp, prance. 

► noun ©he reached the door in a single bounce 
bound, leap, jump, spnng, hop, skip ©the 
pitch’s uneven bounce * springiness, resilience, 
elasticity, give ©she had lost her bounce vital- 
ity, vigour, eneigy, vivacity, liveliness, anima- 
tion, sparkle, verve, spint, enthusiasm, dyna- 
mism, cheerfulness, happiness, buoyancy, opti- 
mism; informal get-up-and-go, pep, zing 

■ bounce back recover, revive, rally, pick 
up, be on the mend; perk up, cheer up, bright- 
en up, liven up, informal buck up 

bouncing ► adjecflvt vigorous, thnving, flour- 
ishing, blooming; healthy, strong, robust, fit, 
in fine fettle, informal in the pink 

bouncy ► adjective ©a bouncy bridge: springy, 
flexible, resilient, elastic, stretchy, rubbery, ©a 
rather bouncy ride: bumpy, jolting, jerky, jarring, 
rough; informal jumpy, ©she was always bouncy 
lively, energetic, perky, frisky, jaunty, dynam- 
ic, vital, vigorous, vibrant, animated, spirited, 
buoyant, bubbly, sparkling, vivacious; enthusi- 
astic, upbeat; informal peppy, zingy, chirpy. 

bound 1 ►adjective ©he raised his bound ankles: 
tied, chained, fettered, shackled, secured, ©she 
seemed bound to win: certain, sure, veiy likely, 
destined, ©you're bound by the Official Secrets Act 
to keep quiet: obligated, obliged, compelled, re- 
quired, constrained. QreligUm and morality are 
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bound up with one another connected, linked, 
tied, united, allied 

bound 2 ►verb hares bound in the fields: leap, 
jump, spring, bounce, hop; skip, bob, dance, 
prance, gambol, gallop. 

► noun he crossed the room with a single bound leap, 
jump, spring, bounce, hop. 

bound 3 ► verb Q corporate freedom is bounded by 
law: limit, restrict, confine, circumscribe, de- 
marcate, delimit Qthe heath is bounded by a 
hedge: enclose, surround, encircle, circle, bor- 
der, close in/off, hem in Qthe garden was 
bounded by MU l Lane ■ border, adjoin, abut; be 
next to. be adjacent to. 

boundary ► noun Q the boundary between Israel 
and Jordan, border, frontier, borderline, parti- 
tion. Qthe boundary between art and advertising 
dividing line, divide, division, borderline, cut- 
off point G the boundary of his estate bounds, 
confines, limits, margins, edges, fringes; bor- 
der, periphery, perimeter O the boundaries of 
accepted behaviour: limits, parameters, bounds, 
confines, ambit, compass 

boundless ► adjectlv# limitless, unlimited, 
unbounded, untold, unmeasurable, abundant, 
inexhaustible, endless, infinite, interminable, 
unfailing, ceaseless, everlasting 
-opposites limited 

bounds ^ plural noun Qwe keep rents within rea- 
sonable bounds' limits, confines, proportions 
Qland within the forest bounds’ borders, bound- 
aries. confines, limits, margins, edges, periph- 
ery, perimeter 

■ out of bounds off limits, restricted, forbid- 
den, banned, proscribed, illegal, illicit, unlaw- 
ful. unacceptable, taboo, informal no go 

bountiful Padjoctlvo Q their bountiful patron 
generous, magnanimous, munificent, open- 
handed, unselfish, unstinting, lavish; benevo- 
lent, beneficent, charitable 0 a bountiful supply 
of fresh food' abundant, plentiful, ample, copi- 
ous, bumper, superabundant, inexhaustible, 
prolific, profuse, lavish, generous, handsome, 
nch; informal whopping, poetic /literary plenteous. 
-opposites mean, meagre 

bounty Pnoun Qa bounty Jbr each man killed' 
reward, pnze, award, commission, premium, 
dividend, bonus, gratuity, tip, donation, hand- 
out; incentive, inducement; money, informal 
perk, sweetener; formal perquisite. G {poetic/ 
literary) I thank the Lord for all his bounty: generos 
ity, magnanimity, munificence, bountifulness, 
largesse, lavishness; benevolence, beneficence, 
chanty, goodwill; blessings, favours. 

bouquet ►noun ©her bridal bouquet’ bunch of 
flowers, posy, nosegay, tussie-mussie, spray, 
corsage. Q bouquets go to Ann Jbr a well-planned 
event: compliment, commendation, tribute, ac- 
colade; praise, congratulations, applause. Qthe 
Chardonnay has a fine bouquet: aroma, nose, 
smell, fragrance, perfume, scent, odour. 

bourgeois ► •djocttvt Q a bourgeois famUy: 
middle-class, propertied; conventional, con- 
servative. conformist; provincial, suburban, 
small-town. Q bourgeois decadence: capitalistic, 
materialistic, money-oriented, commercial. 
-opposites proletarian, communist 
► noun a proud bourgeois: member of the middle 
class, property owner. 


bout ► noun Qa short bout of exercise: spell, 
period, time, stretch, stmt, session; burst 
fluny, spurt Qa coughing bout: attack, fit 
spasm, paroxysm, convulsion, eruption, out 
burst Qhe is fighting only his fifth bout: contest 
match, round, heat, competition, event, meet 
ing, fixture; fight, prizefight, 
bovine ► adjoctfvs Q large, bovine eyes: cow-like 
calf-like, taunne Qan expression of bovine amaze 
ment : stupid, slow, ignorant, unintelligent 
imperceptive, half-baked, vacuous, mindless 
witless, doltish; informal dumb, dense, dim, dim 
witted, dopey, birdbrained, pea-brained; Bnt in 
formal dozy, daft, Scottish & N. English informal 
glailat. 

► noun cow, heifer, bull, bullock, calf, ox; N Amer 
informal boss, bossy; Farming beef 

bow 1 ► verb Qthe officers bowed' incline the 
body, incline the head, nod, salaam, curtsy, 
bob Q the most quivered and bowed: bend. 
buckle, stoop, curve, flex, deform Qthe govern- 
ment bowed to foreign pressure yield, submit, give 
in, surrender, succumb, capitulate, defer, con- 
form, comply with, accept, heed, observe Qa 
footman bowed her in' usher, conduct, show, 
lead, guide, direct, steer, shepherd 

► noun a perfunctory bow. obeisance, salaam, bob, 
curtsy, nod, archaic reverence 

■ bow out withdraw, resign, retire, step down, 
pull out, back out; give up, quit, leave; informal 
pack in, chuck (in), Brit informal jack in 

bow 2 ► noun the bow of the tanker p row, front, 
stem, nose, head, cutwater; Bnt humorous sharp 
end. 

bow 3 Pnoun ©she tied a bow in her hair, loop, 
knot, nbbon. Qhe bent the rod into a bow' arc, 
curve, bend, crescent, half-moon Qan archer’s 
bow: longbow, crossbow. Archery recurve 

bowdlerize ► verb expurgate, censor, blue- 
pencil, cut, edit, sanitize, water down, emascu- 
late. 

bowel ► noun Qa disorder of the bowels, intes 
tine(s). small intestine, large intestine, colon, 
informal guts, insides. Qthe bowels of the ship: in- 
terior, inside, core, belly; depths, recesses, in- 
formal innards. 

bower ► noun Qa rose-scented bower, arbour, 
pergola, grotto, alcove, sanctuaiy. Q {poetic/ 
literary) the lady’s bower bedroom; historical bou- 
doir; archaic bedchamber, chamber 

bowl 1 ► vsrb Qhe bowled a hundred or so balls: 
pitch, throw, propel, hurl, toss, lob, loft, fling, 
launch, deliver; spin, roll; informal chuck, sling, 
bung, heave, buzz; dated shy. Qthe car bowled 
along the reads' hurtle, speed, shoot, sweep, 
career, hare, fly; informal belt, tear, scoot; Brit in- 
formal bomb; N Amer informal clip. 

■ bowl somoono ovor Qthe explosion bowled 
us over, knock down/over, fell, floor, prostrate 
Q ( informal) I have been bowled over by your generos- 
ity: overwhelm, astound, astonish, overawe, 
dumbfound, stagger, stun, daze, shake, take 
aback, leave aghast, informal knock sideways, 
flabbergast, blow away; Bnt. informal knock for 
six. 

bowl 2 ► noun O she cracked two eggs into a bowl: 
dish, basin, pot, crock, crucible, mortar; con- 
tainer. vessel, receptacle; Nstoncai jorum, porrin- 
ger. Qthe town lay in a shallow bowl: valley, hol- 
low, dip, depression, trough, crater. Q{N. Arper) 
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the Hollywood Bowl stadium, arena, amphi- 
theatre, colosseum, enclosure, ground, informal 
park. 

box 1 ► noun O a box of agars carton, pack, 
packet, case, crate, chest, coffer, casket, con- 
tainer. receptacle ©a telephone box booth, cu- 
bicle. kiosk, cabin, hut; compartment, carrel, 
alcove, bay, recess 

► vaib Muriel boxed up his clothes: package, pack, 
parcel, wrap, bundle, bale, crate 

■ box something/someone In hem in, fence 
in, close in. shut m, trap, confine, impnson, in- 
tern, surround, enclose, encircle, circle 
box 2 ► varb O he began boxing professionally 
fight, prizefight, spar; battle, brawl, informal 
scrap, ©he boxed my ears' cuff, smack, strike, 
hit, thump, slap, swat, punch, jab, wallop, Scot - 
bsh & N English skelp; informal belt, bop, biff, sock, 
clout, clobber, whack, plug, slug. Bnt informal 
slosh, dot, N Amer informal boff, bust 

► noun a box on the ear cuff, hit, thump, slap, 
smack, swat, punch, jab, hook, Scottish & N Eng- 
lish skelp, informal belt, bop, biff, sock, clout, 
whack, plug, slug 

boxer ► noun fighter, pugilist, nngster, prize- 
fighter. kick-boxer; informal bruiser, scrapper 
boxing ► noun pugilism, the noble art, fighting, 
sparring, fisticuffs, kick-boxing, prizefighting, 
the (prize) ring See list 


Boxing Weight Divisions 


bantamweight 

cruteerwdght 

featherweight 

flyweight 

hnonnt^nhf 

junior lightweight 
light flyweight 


tight heavyweight 
Hght middleweight 
Sghtwelght 
Bght welterweight 
middleweight 
welterweight 


boy ►noun lad, schoolboy, male child, youth, 
young man, stripling; Scottish & N English laddie; 
derogatory brat. See also child 
boycott ► verb they boycotted the elections 
spurn, snub, shun, avoid, abstain from, wash 
one’s hands of, turn one’s back on. reject, veto 
-opposites support 

► noun a boycott on the use of tropical timbers : ban, 
veto, embargo, prohibition, sanction, restric- 
tion, avoidance, rejection, refusal 

boyfriend ►noun lover, sweetheart, beloved, 
darling, dearest, young man, man friend, man. 
escort, suitor, partner, significant other; infor- 
mal fella, flame, fancy man, toy boy, sugar 
daddy; N Amer. informal squeeze, poetic/ literary 
swam; dated beau; archaic paramour, 
boyish ► adjective youthful, young, childlike, 
adolescent, teenage; immature, juvenile, in- 
fantile. childish, babyish, puerile 
braco ► noun O the saw is best used with a brace : 
vice, clamp, press. Q power drills run faster than 
a brace : drill, boring tool, rotary tool, ©the 
aquarium is supported by wooden braces • prop, 
beam, joist, batten, rod, post, strut, stay, sup- 
port, stanchion, bracket ©a brace on his right 
leg : support, caliper, ©a brace of partridges: 
pair, couple, duo, twosome; two. © (Printing) the 
term within braces: bracket, parenthesis. 

► vtib ©the plane’s wing is braced by a system of 
rods: support, shore up, prop up, hold up, but- 


tress, underpin; strengthen, reinforce, ©he 
braced his hand on the railing ■ steady, secure, sta- 
bilize, fix, poise, tense, tighten. Q brace yourself 
for disappointment- prepare, get ready, gear up, 
nerve, steel, galvanize, gird, strengthen, fortify, 
informal psych oneself up. 

bracelet ► noun bangle, band, circlet, armlet. 

wnstlet, mamlla, rakhi, kara 
bracing ►adjective invigorating, refreshing, 
stimulating, energizing, exhilarating, reviving, 
restorative, rejuvenatmg, revitalizing, rousing, 
fortifying, strengthening, fresh, brisk, keen 
bracket ►noun Qeach speaker is fixed on a sep- 
arate bracket * support, prop, stay, batten, joist, 
rest, mounting, rack, frame ©put the words in 
brackets parenthesis. Printing brace ©a higher 
tax bracket group, category, grade, classifica- 
tion, set, division, order 

► verb women were bracketed with minors group, 
classify, class, categorize, grade, list, sort, 
place, assign, couple, pair, twin, liken, com- 
pare 

brackish ► adjective slightly salty, saline, 
salt 

brag ►verb boast, crow, swagger, swank, blus- 
ter, gloat, show off, blow one’s own trumpet, 
sing one’s own praises, informal talk big, lay it 
on thick, Austral / NZ informal skite 
braggart ►noun he was a prodigious braggart 
and a liar boaster, bragger, swaggerer, poser, 
poseur, egotist, informal big-head, loudmouth, 
show-off, swank, N Amer informal showboat, 
blowhard; Austral /NZ informal skite, Bnt informal, 
dated swankpot 

braid ► noun © straps bordered with gold braid 
cord, bullion, thread, tape, bmding, nckrack, 
nbbon. cordon, torsade. Military slang scrambled 
egg Obis hair is in braids plait, pigtail, twist, 
comrows, dreadlocks 

► verb © she began to braid her hair plait, entwine, 
intertwine, interweave, weave, twist, twine 
©the sleeves are braided in scarlet trim, edge, 
border, pipe. hem. fringe 

brain ► noun ©the disease attacks certain cells in 
the brain cerebrum, cerebral matter, encepha- 
lon 0 success requires brains as well as brawn in 
telligence, intellect, brainpower, cleverness, 
wit(s), reasoning, wisdom, acumen, discern- 
ment, judgement, understanding, sense; informal 
nous, grey matter, savvy; N Amer informal smarts 
© (informal) Janice is the brains of the family, clever 
person, intellectual, intellect, thinker, mind, 
scholar, genius, Einstein; informal egghead, 
bright spark; Bnt informal brainbox, clever clogs. 

N Amer. informal braimac, rocket scientist 
-related terms cerebral, encephalic. 

— oppositbs dunce. 

brainless ►adjective stupid, foolish, witless, 
unintelligent, ignorant, idiotic, simple-minded, 
empty-headed, half-baked; informal dumb, half- 
witted. brain-dead, moronic, cretinous, thick, 
dopey, dozy, birdbramed, pea-brained, dippy, 
wooden-headed; Brit, informal divvy; Scottish & N. 
English Informal glaikit; N Amer informal 
chowderheaded. 

-opposites clever. 

brain-teaser ►noun { Informal) puzzle, prob- 
lem, riddle, conundrum, poser, 
brainwash ► vacb indoctrinate, condition, 
re-educate, persuade, influence. 
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brainy ► adjective (informal) clever, intelligent, 
bnght, brilliant, gifted, intellectual, erudite, 
academic, scholarly, studious, bookish, informal 
smart; Bnt. informal swotty 
-opposites stupid. 

brake ► noun a brake on research * curb, check, 
restraint, restriction, constraint, control, limi- 
tation 

► verb she braked at the traffic lights slow (down), 
decelerate, reduce speed 

-opposites accelerate 

branch ► noun ©the branches of a tree bough, 
limb, arm, offshoot. ©a branch of the river 
tributary, feeder, side stream ©the judicial 
branch of government division, subdivision, sec- 
tion. subsection, department, sector, part, side, 
wing Qthe corporation’s New York branch office, 
bureau, agency, subsidiary, offshoot, satellite 

► verb O the place where the road branches fork, bi- 
furcate. divide, subdivide, split © narrow paths 
branched off the road diverge from, deviate 
from, split off from, fan out from, radiate 
from 

■ branch out expand, open up, extend, diver- 
sify, broaden one’s horizons 

brand ► noun ©a new brand of margarine make, 
line, label, marque, type, kind, sort, variety, 
trade name, trademark, proprietary name 
©her particular brand of humour type, kind, 
sort, variety, class, category, genre, style, ilk, N 
Amer stnpe ©the brand on a sheep identifica 
tion, marker, earmark Qthe brand of dipso- 
mania stigma, shame, disgrace, taint, blot, 
mark 

► verb o the letter M was branded on each animal 
mark, stamp, bum, sear ©the scene was branded 
on her brain engrave, stamp, etch, imprint 
©the media branded us as communists, stigma 
tize, mark out, denounce, discredit, vilify, 
label 

brandish ►verb flourish, wave, shake, wield, 
swing, swish, display, flaunt 

brash ►adjective ©a brash man self-assertive, 
pushy, cocksure, cocky, self-confident, arro- 
gant, bold, audacious, brazen, forward, impu- 
dent, insolent, rude © brash colours garish. 
gaudy, loud, flamboyant, showy, tasteless, infor- 
mal flashy, tacky. 

-opposites meek, muted 

brass ► noun. See list 


Brass Instruments 


althom 

baritone 

bombardon 

bugle r 

comet . 

cornopean 

euphonium 

flugethoni 

French horn 

handhom 


helicon 

horn 

lur 

melkjphone 

ophktekJe 

post horn 

sackbut 

sarrusophone 

saxhorn 

saxotromba 


slide 

trombone 

sousaphone 

trombone 

trumpet 

tuba 

Wagner tuba 
zinke 


brassy ►adjective ©brazen, forward, bold, 
self-assertive, pushy, cocksure, cocky, brash; 
shameless, immodest; loud, vulgar, showy, os- 
tentatious; informal flashy. © brassy music: loud, 
blaring, noisy, deafening, strident; raucous. 


harsh, dissonant, discordant, cacophonous; 
tinny. 

-opposites demure, soft, 
brat ► noun ( derogatory ) rascal, wretch, imp; 
minx, chit; informal monster, horror, whipper- 
snapper. 

bravado ►noun boldness, swaggering, blus- 
ter; machismo, boastmg, bragging, bombast, 
braggadocio; informal showing off 
brave ►adjective ©they put up a brave fight- 
courageous, plucky, valiant, valorous, in- 
trepid, heroic, lionhearted, bold, fearless, dar- 
ing, audacious, unflinching, unshrinking, un- 
afraid, dauntless, doughty, mettlesome, stout- 
hearted, spirited, informal game, gutsy, spunky 
© (poetic/ literary) his medals made a brave show 
splendid, magnificent, impressive, fine, hand- 
some 

-opposites cowardly 

► noun (date d) an Indian brave warrior, soldier, 
fighter 

► verb fans braved freezing temperatures to see them 
play endure, put up with, bear, withstand, 
weather, suffer, go through, face, confront, 
defy 

bravery ► noun courage, pluck, valour, intrep- 
idity, nerve, daring, fearlessness, audacity, 
boldness, dauntlessness, stout-heartedness, 
heroism, backbone, grit, spine, spirit, mettle, 
informal guts, spunk, Bnt informal bottle, N Amer in- 
formal moxie 

bravo ► exclamation well done, congratulations, 
encore 

bravura ► noun a display of bravura skill, bril- 
liance, virtuosity, expertise, artistry, talent, 
ability, flair 

► adjective a bravura performance virtuoso, mas- 
terly, outstanding, excellent, superb, brilliant, 
first-class, informal mean, ace, A1 

brawl ►noun a drunken brawl, fight, skirmish, 
scuffle, tussle, fray, melee, free-for-all. scrum; 
fisticuffs, informal scrap, dust-up, set-to; Bnt infor- 
mal punch-up, ruck, Scottish informal rammy; N 
Amer informal rough house, branmgan. Law, dated 
affray 

► verb he ended up brawling with photographers 
fight, skirmish, scuffle, tussle, exchange blows, 
grapple, wrestle, informal scrap; N Amer informal 
rough-house 

brawn ►noun physical strength, muscle(s), 
burliness, huskiness, toughness, power, might, 
informal beef, beefiness 

brawny ►adjective strong, muscular, muscly, 
well built, powerful, mighty, Herculean, strap- 
ping, burly* sturdy, husky, rugged, bulky, 
hefty, meaty, solid, informal beefy, hunky, hulk- 
ing 

-opposites puny, weak 

bray ►verb ©a donkey brayed neigh, whmny, 
hee-haw. © Billy brayed with laughter- roar, bel- 
low, trumpet. 

brazen ►adjective © brazen defiance, bold, 
shameless, unashamed, unabashed, unembar- 
rassed; defiant, impudent, impertinent, cheeky, 
barefaced, blatant, flagrant, Bnt informal saucy 
© (poetic /literary) brazen objects- brass. 

-opposites timid. 

■ brazen It out put on a bold front, stand 
one’s ground, be defiant, be unrepentant, be 
unabashed. 
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braach ► noun Qa Clear breach of the regulations 
contravention, violation, infringement, infrac- 
tion, transgression, neglect; Law delict, ©a 
breach between government and Church' rift, 
schism, division, gulf, chasm, disumon, es- 
trangement, discord, dissension, disagreement, 
split, break, rupture, scission; Bnt. informal bust- 
up. ©a breach in the sea wall break, rupture, 
split, crack, fracture; openmg, gap, hole, fis- 
sure. 

► vtrto © the river breached its bank break 
(through), burst, rupture; informal bust ©the 
changes breached union rules' break, contravene, 
violate, infringe, defy, disobey, flout, fly in the 
face of; Law infract 

bread ► noun ©a loaf of bread See list © (mfor- 


mal) his job puts bread on the table See food sense 
1 © (informal) I hate doing this, but I need the 

bread. See money sense 1 


Bread and Bread Rolls 

azyme 

damper 

panettone 

i i 

Bagel 

fart 

panino 

baguette 

farmhouse 

pan-loaf 

bannock 

loaf 

paratha 

bap 

datbread 

petit pain 

barabrtth 

focacda 

pikelet 

barmbrack 

French stick 

pfkl 

barm cake 

fruit loaf 

pitta 

barracoota 

granary 

platzei 

bitty 

bread 

pone 

WHy-bread 

{trademark) 

poppadom 

bloomer 

boagte 

pumpernickel 

bexty 
bridge rod 

injera 

Johrmycake 

purl 

quartern loaf 

brioche 

kaiser 

roti 

bun 

kukha 

rye bread 

chafe*) 

matt loaf 

soda bread 

chapatti 

manchet 

sourdough 

dabatta 

macro 

spilt tin 

cob 

milk loaf 

spoon bread 

combread 

muffin 

stotten 

cottage leaf 

nan 

stotty 

crumpet 

pan duke 

wholemeal 


breadth ► noun Qa breadth of 100 metres’ 
width, broadness, wideness, thickness, span, 
diameter, ©the breadth of his knowledge, range, 
extent, scope, depth, reach, compass, scale, de- 
gree. 

break ► vert) ©the mirror broke: shatter, 
smash, crack, snap, fracture, fragment, splin- 
ter, fall to bits, fall to pieces, split, burst; infor- 
mal bust, ©she had broken her leg: fracture, 
crack, ©the bite had barely broken the skin 
pierce, puncture, penetrate, perforate, cut 
©the coffee machine has broken, stop working, 
break down, give out, go wrong, malfunction, 
crash; informal go kaput, conk out, be on the 
blink, give up the ghost; Bnt infernal pack up 
0 traders who break the law: contravene, vio- 
late. infringe, breach; defy, flout, disobey, fly in 
the face of. Qhis concentration was broken: inter- 
rupt, disturb, interfere with ©they broke for 
coffee: stop, pause, have a rest; N. Amer. recess. 
informal knock off. take five. Qa pQe of carpets 
broke his /all; cushion, soften the impact of, take 
the edge off. Qthe film broke box-office records: 
exceed, surpass, beat, better, cap, top. outdo, 
outstrip, eclipse; informal leave standing. 


<© habits are very difficult to break’ give up, relin- 
quish, drop; informal kick, shake, pack in, quit 
CD the strategies used to break the union: destroy, 
crush, quash, defeat, vanquish, overcome, over- 
power, overwhelm, suppress, cnpple; weaken, 
subdue, cow, undermine. her self-control 
finally broke give way, crack, cave in, yield, go 
to pieces ©/our thousand pounds wouldn't break 
him bankrupt, ruin, paupenze ©he tried to 
break the news gently reveal, disclose, divulge, 
impart, tell, announce, release, ©he broke the 
encryption code decipher, decode, decrypt, un- 
ravel, work out, informal figure out ©the day 
broke fair and cloudless dawn, begin, start, 
emerge, appear ©a political scandal broke 
erupt, break out ©the weather broke change, 
alter, shift <D waves broke against the rocks 
crash, dash, beat, pound, lash ©her votee 
broke as she relived the experience falter, quaver, 
quiver, tremble, shake 
-opposites repair, keep, resume 
► noun © the magazine has been published without a 
break since 1950 interruption, interval, gap, hia- 
tus, discontinuation, suspension, disruption, 
cut-off, stop, stoppage, cessation ©a break tn 
the weather change, alteration, variation © let ’s 
have a break’ rest, respite, recess; stop, pause, 
interval, intermission; informal breather, time 
out, down time ©a weekend break holiday, N 
Amer vacation, Bnt informal vac 0a break in diplo- 
matic relations rift, schism, split, break-up, sev- 
erance, rupture; Bnt informal bust-up. ©a break 
in the wall gap, opening, space, hole, breach, 
chink, crack, fissure, tear, split © (informal) the 
actress got her first break in 1951 opportunity, 
chance, openmg 

■ break away ©she attempted to break away 
from his grip escape, get away, run away, flee, 
make off; break free, break loose, get out of 
someone’s clutches; informal leg it, cut and run 
© a group broke away from the main party leave, 
secede from, split off from, separate from, part 
company with, defect from; form a splinter 
group 

■ break down © his van broke down. See break 
verb sense 4 Qpay negotiations broke down • fail, 
collapse, founder, fall through, disintegrate, in- 
formal fizzle out © Vicky broke down , sobbing loud- 
ly. burst into tears, lose control, be overcome, 
go to pieces, crumble, disintegrate, informal 
crack up, lose it 

■ break something down ©the police broke 
the door down: knock down, kick down, smash 
in, pull down, tear down, demolish, ©break big 
tasks down into smaller parts: divide, separate. 
© graphs show how the information can be broken 
down: analyse, categorize, classify, sort out, 
itemize, organize; dissect 

■ break In Q thieves broke in and took her cheque 
book: commit burglary, break and enter; force 
one’s way in, burst in. ©7 don't want to inter- 
fere,' Mrs Hendry broke in: interrupt, butt in, cut 
in, intersect, interpose, intervene, chime in; Bnt 
informal chip in. 

■ break someone In train, initiate; Informal 
show someone the ropes. 

■ break Into ©thieves broke into a house in Perth 
Street: burgle, rob; force one's way into, burst 
into. QPhti broke into the discussion: interrupt, 
butt into, cut in on, intervene in. ©he broke 
into a song: burst into, launch into. 
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■ break off snap off, come off, become de- 
tached, become separated 

■ break something off Of broke off a branch 
from the tree snap off, pull off, sever, detach 
Qthey threatened to break off diplomatic relations. 
end, terminate, stop, cease, call a halt to, fin- 
ish. dissolve; suspend, discontinue, informal pull 
the plug on 

■ break out Qhe broke out of the detention cen- 
tre: escape from, abscond from, flee from, get 
free. © fighting broke out ■ flare up, start sudden- 
ly, erupt, burst out. 

■ break up Qthe meeting broke up. end, finish, 
stop, terminate, adjourn, N Amer recess ©the 
crowd began to break up: disperse, scatter, dis- 
band, part company © Danny and I broke up last 
year split up, separate, part (company), di- 
vorce Q (informal) the whole cost broke up. burst 
out laughing, dissolve into laughter, informal fall 
about, crack up, crease up, theatncal slang corpse 

■ break something up Q police tried to break 
up the crowd, disperse, scatter, disband ©I'm 
not going to let you break up my marriage wreck, 
rum, destroy 

breakable ► adjective fragile, delicate, flimsy, 
insubstantial, destructible, formal frangible 
breakaway ► adjective a breakaway group sep 
aratist, secessionist, schismatic, splinter, 
rebel, renegade 

breakdown ► noun Q the breakdown of the ne- 
gotiations failure, collapse, disintegration, 
foundering ©on the death of her father she suf- 
fered a breakdown nervous breakdown, informal 
crack-up ©the breakdown of the computer system- 
malfunction, failure, crash Qa breakdown of 
the figures analysis, classification, examination, 
investigation, dissection 

breaker k’noun wave, roller, comber, white 
horse, informal boomer, N Amer informal kahuna 
break-in ► noun burglary, robbeiy, theft, 
raid, informal smash-and-grab 
breakneck ► adjective the breakneck pace of 
change extremely fast, rapid, speedy, high- 
speed, lightning, whirlwind 

■ at breakneck speed dangerously fast, at 
full tilt, flat out, ventre a terre, informal hell for 
leather, like the wind, like a bat out of hell, 
like greased lightning, Bnt informal like the clap- 
pers 

breakthrough ► noun advance, develop- 
ment, step forward, success, improvement, dis- 
covery, innovation, revolution 
-opposites setback 

break-up ► noun Qthe break-up of negotiations 
end, dissolution, breakdown, failure, collapse, 
disintegration. © their break-up was very amicable. 
separation, split, parting, divorce, estrange- 
ment, rift; Bnt informal bust-up © the break-up of 
the Soviet Union: division, partition, 
breakwater >noun SEA wall, jetty, mole, 
groyne, pier 

breast ► noun o the curve of her breasts: mam- 
mary gland, mamma; (breasts) bosom(s), bust, 
chest; informal boobs, knockers, bubbles; Bnt. infor- 
mal bristols. Charlies; N Amer informal bazooms. 
Q feelings of frustration were rising up in his breast- 
heart, bosom, soul. core, 
breath ^noun Of took a deep breath: inhal- 
ation, inspiration, gulp of air; exhalation, ex- 
piration; Medicine respiration. ©J had barely 


enough breath to reply: wind; informal puff, ©a 
breath of wind: puff, waft, faint breeze. Qa 
breath of scandal - hint, suggestion, trace, touch, 
whisper, suspicion, whiff, undertone. © {archaic) 
there was no breath left in him life (force) 
-related terms respiratory. 

■ take someone’s breath away astonish, as- 
tound, amaze, stun, startle, stagger, shock, 
take aback, dumbfound, jolt, shake up. awe. 
overawe, thnll; informal knock sideways, flabber- 
gast. blow away, bowl over, Bnt informal knock 
for six 

breathe ► verb ©she breathed deeply inhale 
and exhale, respire, draw breath, puff, pant, 
blow, gasp, wheeze, Medicine inspire, expire, 
poetic/ literary suspire, ©at least I'm still breathing. 
be alive, be living, live ©he would breathe new 
life into his firm instil, infuse, inject, impart 
Q’Together at last,’ she breathed, whisper, mur- 
mur, purr, sigh, say. Qthe room breathed an air 
of hygiene suggest, indicate, have all the hall- 
marks of 

breather ► noun (informal) break, rest, respite, 
breathing space, pause, interval, recess 

breathless ► adjective ©Will arrived flushed 
and breathless out of breath, panting, puffing, 
gasping, wheezing, winded, puffed out, short 
of breath, informal out of puff ©the crowd were 
breathless with anticipation agog, open-mouthed, 
waiting with bated breath, on the edge of one’s 
seat, on tenterhooks, in suspense, excited, im- 
patient 

breathtaking ► adjective spectacular, mag- 
nificent, wonderful, awe-mspinng, awesome, 
astounding, astonishing, amazing, stunning, in- 
credible, thrilling, exciting, informal sensational, 
out of this world, poetic/ literary wondrous 

breed ► verb © elephants breed readily in captivity 
reproduce, produce offspring, procreate, 
multiply, mate ©she was bom and bred in the 
village bring up, rear, raise, nurture Qthe polit- 
ical system bred discontent cause, bring about, 
give nse to, lead to, produce, generate, foster, 
result in, stir up, poetic /literary beget 

► noun © a breed of cow variety, stock, strain, 
type, kind, sort ©a new breed of journalist- type, 
kind, sort, variety, class, genre, generation, N 
Amer stnpe 

breeding ► noun Q individual birds pair for 
breeding- reproduction, procreation, mating 
©the breeding of rats rearing, raising, nurtur- 
ing ©her aristocratic breeding, upbringing, rear- 
ing, parentage, family, pedigree, blood, birth 
O people of rank and breeding- (good) manners, 
gentility, refinement, cultivation, polish, ur- 
banity, informal class 

breeding ground ► noun the school is a breed- 
ing ground for communists- nursery, cradle, nest, 
den; hotbed 

breeze ► noun © a breeze ruffled the leaves: gen 
tle wind, puff of air, gust; Meteorology light air(s). 
poetic/ literary zephyr. © (informal) travelling through 
London was a breeze: easy task, five-finger exer- 
cise, walkover; child’s play, nothing, informal 
doddle, piece of cake, cinch, kids’ stuff, cake- 
walk, N Amer. informal duck soup, snap; Austral /NZ 
informal bludge, dated snip 

► verb ( informal) Roger breezed into her office: saun- 
ter, stroll, sail, cruise 
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breezy * adjective Qa bright, breezy day windy, 
fresh, bnsk, airy; blowy, blustery, gusty ©his 
breezy manner jaunty, cheerful, cheery, bnsk, 
carefree, easy, casual, relaxed, informal, light- 
hearted, lively, buoyant, sunny, informal upbeat, 
bnght-eyed and bushy-tailed, dated gay. 

brevity ► noun Q the report is notable for its brev- 
ity conciseness, concision, succinctness, econ- 
omy of language, pithiness, incisiveness, short- 
ness, compactness. Qthe brevity of human life 
shortness, briefness, transience, ephemerality, 
impermanence 
-opposites verbosity 

brew ► wb ©this beer is brewed in Frankfurt 
ferment, make ©I'll brew some tea ■ prepare, 
infuse, make, stew, Brit informal mash © there’s 
trouble brewing: develop, loom, impend, be im- 
minent, be on the honzon, be in the offing, be 
just around the comer 

► noun ©home brew beer, ale ©a hot reviving 
brew’ drink, beverage; tea, coffee ©a dangerous 
brew of political turmoil and violent conflict mix 
ture, mix, blend, combination, amalgam 

bribe ► vBrti he used his wealth to bribe officials 
buy off, pay off, suborn, informal grease 
someone's palm, keep someone sweet, fix, 
square. Brit informal nobble 

► noun he accepted bribes inducement, incentive, 
carrot, douceur, informal backhander, pay-off, 
kickback, sweetener, Brit informal bung, N Amer 
informal schmear 

bribery ► noun subornation, N Amer payola, in- 
formal palm-greasing, graft, hush money 

brlc-a-brac ► noun ornaments, knick-knacks, 
trinkets, bibelots, gewgaws, gimcracks, bits and 
pieces, bits and bobs, odds and ends, thmgs, 
stuff; informal }unk. 

brick ► noun ©bricks and mortar breeze block, 
adobe, clinker; header, stretcher, bondstone; 
Bnt airbnck. ©a brick of ice cream, block, cube, 
bar, cake 

bridal ► adj#ctfvt the bridal party wedding, nup- 
tial, marriage, matrimonial, marital, conjugal. 

bride ► noun wife, mamage partner, newly- 
wed. 

bridge ► noun ©a bridge over the nver viaduct, 
flyover, overpass, aqueduct. See list ©a bridge 
between rival groups, link, connection, bond, tie 

► vorb ©a walkway bridged the motorway: span, 
cross {over), extend across, traverse, arch over 
©an attempt to bridge the gap between cultures 
join, link, connect, umte; straddle, overcome, 
reconcile 


Types of Bridge 


Mtey bridge 
bawufe bridge 
cantilever bridge 
catenary bridge 
chain bridge 
dagger bridge 
dnjyMgji 1 


prefer bridge 
floating bridge 
humpback bridge 
Hawbridge 
sospemtto bridge 
' swkig bridge 
“ transporter bridge 


bridle ► noun a hone's bridle: harness, headgear. 
► verb ©she bridled at his tone: bristle, take of- 
fence, take umbrage, be affronted, be offended, 
get angry ©he bridled his indignation : curb, re- 


strain, hold back, control, check, rein m/back; 
suppress, stifle; informal keep a/the lid on 

brief ► adjectivt ©a brief account: concise, suc- 
cinct, short, pithy, incisive, abridged, con- 
densed, compressed, abbreviated, compact, 
thumbnail, potted; formal compendious ©a 
brief visit : short, flying, fleeting, hasty, humed. 
quick, cursory, perfunctory; temporary, short- 
lived, momentary, transient; informal quickie 
© a pair of brief shorts- skimpy, scanty, short, re- 
vealing. Qthe boss was rather brief with him- 
brusque, abrupt, curt, short, blunt, sharp 
-opposites lengthy. 

► noun ©a barrister's brief summary, case, argu- 
ment, contention, dossier © (informal} his briefs 
eloquence saved him See lawyer © a brief of our 
requirements outline, summary, synopsis, pre- 
cis, sketch, digest 

► verb employees were briefed about the decision in 
form, tell, update, notify, advise, apprise, pre- 
pare, pnme, instruct, informal fill in, clue in, put 
m the picture 

briefing ►noun ©a press briefing, conference, 
meeting, interview, N Amer backgrounder. 
0 this briefing explains the systems information, 
rundown, guidance, instructions, directions, 
guidelines 

briefly ►adverb ©Henry paused briefly moment 
arily, temporanly, for a moment, fleetingly 
© briefly, the plot is as follows in short, in brief, 
to cut a long story short, in a word, m sum, in 
a nutshell, in essence 

briefs ►plural noun underpants, pants, knick- 
ers, Y-fronts, G-stnng, thong, N Amer shorts, 
undershorts, informal panties, undies, frillies, Bnt 
informal kecks, smalls. 

brigade ►noun ©a brigade of soldiers unit, 
contingent, battalion, regiment, division, 
squadron, company, platoon, section, corps, 
troop ©the volunteer ambulance brigade squad. 
team, group, band, party, crew, force, outfit 

brigand ► noun (poetic/ literary). See bandit 

bright ► adjective © the bright surface of the metal 
shining, brilliant, dazzling, beaming, glaring, 
sparkling, flashing, glittering, scintillating, 
gleaming, glowing, luminous, radiant, shiny, 
lustrous, glossy © a bright morning, sunny, sun- 
shiny, cloudless, clear, fair, fine 0 bright col- 
ours. vivid, brilliant, intense, strong, bold, glow- 
ing, nch, gaudy, lund, gansh. © bright flowers 
colourful, brightly-coloured, vivid, vibrant; 
dated gay ©a bright guitar sound, clear, vibrant, 
pellucid, high-pitched, ©a bright young gradu- 
ate’ clever, intelligent, quick-witted, smart, 
canny, astute, intuitive, perceptive, ingenious, 
resourceful; gifted, brilliant, informal brainy, ©a 
bright smile • happy, cheerful, cheery, jolly, 
merry, sunny, beaming, lively, exuberant, 
buoyant, bubbly, bouncy, perky, chirpy; dated 
gay. ©a bright future: promising, rosy, optimis- 
tic, hopeful, favourable, propitious, auspicious, 
encouraging, good, golden. 

-opposites dull, dark, stupid. 

brighten ► vtfb ©sunshine brightened the room* 
illuminate, light up, lighten, make bright, 
make brighter, cast/shed light on. ©you can 
brighten up the shadiest of comm: enhance, em- 
bellish, enrich, dress up. prettify, beautify; mfor> 
mal jazz up. © Sarah brightened up as she thought 
of Emily's words: cheer up, perk up, rally, be en- 
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livened, feel heartened, be uplifted, be encour- 
aged, take heart; informal buck up, pep up. 

brilliance ► noun Qa philosopher of great bril- 
liance. genius, talent, ability, prowess, skill, ex- 
pertise, aptitude, flair, finesse, panache, great- 
ness, distinction; intelligence, wisdom, saga- 
city, intellect © the brilliance and beauty of Pans. 
splendour, magnificence, grandeur, resplen- 
dence ©the bnlliance of the sunshine bright- 
ness, vividness, intensity, sparkle, glitter, glit- 
tering. glow, blaze, beam, luminosity, radiance 
brilliant ► adjective Qa brilliant student gifted, 
talented, able, adept, skilful, bright, intelligent, 
clever, smart, astute, intellectual, elite, super- 
ior, first-class, first-rate, excellent, informal 
brainy ©his brilliant career * superb, glorious, il- 
lustrious. impressive, remarkable, exceptional 
©(8nf informal) we had a brilliant time, excellent, 
marvellous, superb, veiy good, first-rate, first- 
class, wonderftil, splendid, informal great, ter- 
rific, tremendous, fantastic, sensational, fabu- 
lous. fab, ace, cool, awesome, magic, wicked. 
Bnt informal smashing, bnll. Austral /NZ informal 
bonzer ©a shaft of brilliant Itght bright, shin- 
ing. blazing, dazzling, vivid, intense, gleaming, 
glanng, luminous, radiant, poetic/ literary lrradi- 
ant, coruscating Qbnlliant green vivid, intense, 
bright, bold, dazzling 
-opposites stupid, bad, dark 

brim ► noun O the bnm of his hat peak, visor, 
shield, shade ©the cup was filled to its brim rim, 
lip. bnnk, edge 

► verb ©the pan was brimming with water be full 
(up), be filled to the top; overflow, run over 
©her eyes were humming with tears fill, fill up, 
overflow 

brimful ►adjective full (up), brimming, filled/ 
full to the bnm. filled to capacity, overfull, 
running over, informal chock-full 
-opposites empty 

brindle, brindled ►adjective tawny, brown- 
ish, brown; dappled, streaked, mottled, 
speckled, flecked 

bring ►verb ©he brought over a tray carry, 
fetch, bear, take, convey, transport, move, 
haul, shift © Philip brought his bnde to his man- 
sion escort, conduct, guide, lead, usher, show, 
shepherd ©the wtnd changed and brought rain 
cause, produce, create, generate, precipitate, 
lead to, give nse to, result in. stir up, whip up, 
promote; poetic/ literary beget ©the police contem- 
plated bringing charges put forward, prefer, lay, 
submit, present, initiate, institute ©this job 
brings him a regular salary, earn, make, fetch, 
bnng m, yield, net, gross, return, produce, 
command, attract. 

■ bring something about ©the affair that 
brought about her death cause, produce, give 
nse to. result in, lead to. occasion, bring to 
pass; provoke, generate, engender, precipitate, 
formal effectuate ©he brought the ship about • 
turn (round/around), reverse, change the dir- 
ection of 

■ bring something back ©the smell brought 
back memories ■ remind one of, put one m mind 
of, bring/call to mind, conjure up, evoke, sum- 
mon up; take one back. © bring back capital pun- 
ishment: reintroduce, reinstate, re-establish, re- 
vive, resurrect 

■ bring someone down ©he was brought down 
by a clumsy challenge: trip, knock over/down, 


foul. ©J couldn't bear to bring her down depress, 
sadden, upset, get down, dispint. dishearten, 
discourage 

■ bring something down ©we will bring down 
the price, decrease, reduce, lower, cut, drop; in- 
formal slash © the unrest brought down the govern- 
ment ■ unseat, overturn, topple, overthrow, de- 
pose, oust 

■ bring something forward propose, suggest, 
advance, raise, table, present, move, submit, 
lodge 

■ bring someone In involve, include, count 
in 

■ bring something In ©he brought in a private 
member's bill, introduce, launch, inaugurate, 
initiate, institute © the event bungs tn one million 
pounds each year See bring sense 5 

■ bring something off achieve, accomplish, 
attain, bnng about, pull off, manage, realize, 
complete, finish, execute, perform, discharge, 
formal effectuate 

■ bring something on. See bring something 
about sense 1 

■ bring something out Qthey were bunging 
out a new magazine launch, establish, begin, 
start, found, set up, instigate, inaugurate, mar- 
ket, publish, pnnt, issue, produce ©the shawl 
brings out the colour of your eyes accentuate, 
highlight, emphasize, accent, set off 

■ bring someone round ©she administered ar- 
tificial respiration and brought him round, wake up, 
return to consciousness, rouse, bnng to ©we 
would have brought him round, given time per 
suade, convince, talk round, win over, sway, 
influence 

■ bring oneself to force oneself to, make 
oneself, bear to 

■ bring someone up rear, raise, care for. 
look after, nurture, provide for 

■ bring something up mention, allude to. 
touch on. raise, broach, introduce, voice, air, 
suggest, propose, submit, put forward, bnng 
forward, table 

brink ► noun ©the brink of the abyss edge, 
verge, margin, nm, lip, border, boundary, per- 
imeter, penphery, limit(s) ©two countries on 
the bnnk of war verge, threshold, point, edge 

brio ► noun vigour, vivacity, gusto, verve, zest, 
enthusiasm, vitality, dynamism, animation, 
spirit, energy, mfoimal pep, vim, get-up-and-go 

brisk ►adjective ©a busk pace quick, rapid, 
fast, swift, speedy, humed, energetic, lively, 
vigorous, informal nippy ©the bar was doing a 
brisk trade busy, bustling, lively, hectic, good 
©his tone became brisk, no-nonsense, decisive, 
businesslike, brusque, abrupt, short, sharp, 
curt, blunt, terse, gruff; informal snappy ©a 
brisk breeze’ bracing, fresh, ensp, invigorating, 
refreshing, stimulating, energizing; biting, 
keen, chilly, cold; informal nippy 
-opposites slow, quiet 

bristle ► noun ©the bristles on hi s chm hair, 
whisker; (bristles) stubble, five o’clock 
shadow, Zoology seta ©a hedgehog's bristles 
spine, pnckle, quill, barb. 

► verb © the hair on the back of his neck bristled 
rise, stand up, stand on end; poetic/ literary 
horripilate. ©she bristled at his tone: bridle, take 
offence, take umbrage, be affronted, be offend- 
ed; get angry, be irritated, ©the roof bristled 
with antennae abouno, overflow, be full,' be 
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packed, be crowded, be jammed, be covered, in- 
formal be thick, be jam-packed, be chock-full 

bristly ► adjective © bristly little bushes prickly, 
spiky, thorny, scratchy, brambly ©the bristly 
skin of his cheek: stubbly, hairy, fuzzy, un- 
shaven, whiskered, whiskery, scratchy, rough, 
coarse, pnckly, Zoology hispid 
-opposites smooth 

Britain ► noun the United Kingdom, the UK, 
Great Britain, the British Isles, Bnt informal 
Blighty, poetic /literary Albion See lists at England, 
IRELAND, SCOTLAND, WALES 

brittle ► adjective ©glass is a brittle material 
breakable, fragile, delicate; splintery, formal 
frangible ©a brittle laugh* harsh, hard, sharp, 
grating ©a brittle young woman edgy, nervy, 
anxious, unstable, highly strung, tense, excit- 
able, skittish, neurotic, informal uptight, jumpy 
-opposites flexible, resilient, soft, relaxed 
broach ►verb ©I broached the matter with my 
parents bring up, raise, introduce, talk about, 
mention, touch on, air ©he broached a barrel of 
beer pierce, puncture, tap, open, uncork, infor- 
mal crack open 

broad ► adjective © a broad flight of steps wide 
© the leaves are two inches broad wide, across, in 
breadth, m width ©a broad expanse of pratne 
extensive, vast, immense, great, spacious, ex- 
pansive. sizeable, sweeping, rolling, ©a broad 
range of opportunities comprehensive, inclusive, 
extensive, wide, all-embracing, eclectic, unlim- 
ited. ©this report gives a broad outline general, 
non-specific, unspecific, rough, approximate, 
basic, loose, vague Qa broad hint obvious, un- 
subtle, explicit, direct, plain, clear, straightfor- 
ward, bald, patent, transparent, undisguised, 
overt ©his broad humour has been toned down 
indecent, coarse, indelicate, ribald, nsque, 
racy, rude, suggestive, naughty, off colour, 
earthy, smutty, dirty, filthy, vulgar, informal 
blue, near the knuckle ©a brood Somerset ac- 
cent pronounced, noticeable, strong, thick 
©he was attacked in broad daylight full, com- 
plete, total; clear, bright. 

-opposites narrow, limited, detailed, subtle 

broadcast ►verb ©the show will be broadcast 
worldwide transmit, relay, air, beam, show, 
televise, telecast, screen ©the result was broad- 
cast far and wide, report, announce, publicize, 
proclaim; spread, circulate, air, blazon, trum- 
pet. Q don't broadcast too much seed scatter, 
sow, disperse, sprinkle, spread, distribute 

► noun radio and television broadcasts programme, 
show, production, transmission, telecast, 
screening; informal prog. 

broaden ►verb ©her smile broadened widen, 
expand, stretch (out), draw out, spread; deep- 
en. ©the government tried to broaden its political 
base: expand, enlarge, extend, widen, swell, in- 
crease, augment, add to, amplify; develop, en- 
rich, improve, build on. 

broadly ► advert) © the pattern is broadly similar 
for men and women : in general, on the whole, as 
a rule, in the main, mainly, predominantly, 
loosely, roughly, approximately, ©he was smil- 
ing broadly now: widely, openly. 

broad-minded ► adjective liberal, tolerant, 
open-minded, free-thinking, indulgent, progres- 
sive, permissive, unshockable; unprejudiced, 
unbiased, unbigoted. 


-opposites intolerant 

broadside ►noun Q{histoncal) the gunners fired 
broadsides salvo, volley, cannonade, barrage, 
blast, fusillade ©a broadside against the economic 
reforms criticism, censure, polemic, diatribe, 
tirade, attack, onslaught; poetic/ literary philippic 

brochure ►noun booklet, prospectus, cata- 
logue; pamphlet, leaflet, handbill, handout, N 
Amer folder 

broil ► verb ( N Amer) grill, toast, barbecue, 
bake, cook 

broke ► adjective {informal). See penniless 
broken ►adjective ©a broken bottle smashed, 
shattered, fragmented, splintered, crushed, 
snapped, in bits, in pieces, destroyed, disinte- 
grated, cracked, split, informal m smithereens 
©a broken arm * fractured, damaged, injured 
©his video's broken damaged, faulty, defective, 
not working, malfunctioning, in disrepair, in- 
operative, out of order, broken-down. down, in- 
formal on the blink, kaput, bust, busted, conked 
out, acting up, done for, Bnt informal knackered 
© broken skin- cut, ruptured, punctured, perfor- 
ated © a broken marriage failed, ended 
Qbtoken promises flouted, violated, infringed, 
contravened, disregarded, ignored ©he was left 
a broken man defeated, beaten, subdued, de 
moralized, dispirited, discouraged, crushed, 
humbled, dishonoured, ruined ©a night of 
broken sleep interrupted, disturbed, fitful, dis- 
rupted, discontinuous, intermittent, unsettled, 
troubled © he pressed on over the broken ground 
uneven, rough, irregular, bumpy, rutted, pitted 
<D she spoke in broken English halting, hesitat- 
ing, disjointed, faltering, imperfect 
-opposites whole, working, uninterrupted, 
smooth, perfect 

broken-down ►adjective ©a broken-down 
hotel dilapidated, run down, ramshackle, 
tumbledown, in disrepair, battered, crumbling, 
deteriorated, gone to rack and ruin ©a 
broken-down car defective, broken, faulty, not 
working, malfunctioning, inoperative, non- 
functionmg; informal kaput, conked out, clapped 
out. done for, Bnt informal knackered 
-opposites smart 

broken-hearted ► adjective heartbroken, 
gnef-stncken, desolate, devastated, inconsol- 
able. miserable, depressed, melancholy, 
wretched, sorrowful, forlorn, heavy-hearted, 
woeful, doleful, downcast, woebegone, sad, 
down, informal down m the mouth, poetic/ literary 
heartsick 

-opposites overjoyed. 

broker ► noun a top City broker dealer, broker- 
dealer, agent; middleman, mtermediaiy, medi- 
ator, factor, liaison, stockbroker. 

► verb an agreement brokered by the secretariat: ar- 
range, organize, orchestrate, work out, settle, 
clinch, bring about; negotiate, mediate. 

bronze ►noun Scotland won the bronze * bronze 
medal, third prize. 

bronzed ►adjective tanned, suntanned, tan, 
bronze, brown, reddish-brown, 
brooch ► noun breastpin, pin, clip, badge. 

brood ►noun ©the bird flew to feed its brood: 
offspring, young, progeny; family, hatch, 
clutch; formal progeniture. Q {Informal) GUI was the 
youngest of the brood: family; children, offspring, 
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youngsters, progeny, informal kids. 

► verb ©once the eggs are laid the male broods them. 
incubate, hatch ©he slumped in his armchair, 
brooding: worry, fret, agonize, mope, sulk; 
think, ponder, contemplate, meditate, muse, 
ruminate. 

brook 1 ► noun a babbling brook stream, stream- 
let, nil, brooklet, runnel, runlet, gill, N English 
beck, Scottish & N English bum, S English bourn, 
N Amer & Austral / NZ creek. 
brook 2 ► verb (formal) we brook no violence * toler 
ate, allow, stand, bear, abide, put up with, en- 
dure; accept, permit, countenance; informal 
stomach, stand for, hack, Bnt informal stick, ar- 
chaic suffer 

brothel ► noun whorehouse, N Amer bordello, 
Bnt informal knocking shop, N Amer informal 
cathouse, creepjoint, euphemistic massage par- 
lour; Law disorderly house, archaic bawdy house, 
house of ill fame, house of ill repute 
brother ► noun ©she had a younger brother mfor - 
mat bro ©they were brothers in crime colleague, 
associate, partner, comrade, fellow, friend, infor- 
mal pal, chum; Bnt informal mate ©o brother of 
the Order monk, clenc, friar, religious, monas- 
tic 

— rblated terms fraternal 
brotherhood ► noun ©the I deals of justice and 
brotherhood comradeship, fellowship, brotherli- 
ness, fratemalism, kinship, camaraderie, 
friendship ©a masonic brotherhood society, 
fraternity, association, alliance, union, league, 
guild, order, body, community, club, lodge, cir- 
cle 

brotherly b adjective © brotherly rivalry frater- 
nal. sibling © brotherly love friendly, comrade- 
ly. affectionate, amicable, kind, devoted, loyal 
brow ► noun © the doctor wiped his brow fore- 
head, temple. Zoology frons © heavy black b rows 
eyebrow ©the brow of the hill summit, peak, 
top, crest, crown, head, pinnacle, apex 
browbeat ►verb bully, hector, intimidate, 
force, coerce, compel, dragoon, bludgeon, pres- 
sure, pressurize, tyrannize, terrorize, menace, 
harass, harry, hound; informal bulldoze, railroad 

brown ►adjective ©she has brown eyes hazel, 
chocolate-coloured, coffee-coloured, cocoa- 
coloured, nut-brown, brunette, sepia, mahog- 
any, umber, burnt sienna; beige, buff, tan, 
fawn, camel, cafe au lait, caramel, chestnut 
©hts skin was brown tanned, suntanned, 
browned, bronze, bronzed, dark, swarthy, 
dusky © brown bread wholemeal. 

► verb the grill browns food evenly, grill, toast, 
singe, sear, crisp (up); barbecue, bake, cook 

browned Off ► adjective ( informal) irritated, an- 
noyed. irked, put out, peeved, disgruntled, dis- 
heartened, depressed; informal fed up, hacked 
off. Bnt informal brassed off, cheesed off, narked. 

browse ►verb ©I browsed among the little shops. 
look around/round, wmdow-shop, peruse, 
©she browsed through the newspaper, scan, skim, 
glance, look, peruse; thumb, leaf, flick; dip 
into, ©three cows were browsing in the meadow: 
graze, feed, crop; ruminate 

► noun this brochure is well worth a browse* scan, 
read, skim, glance, look. 

bruise ► noun a bruise across her forehead: contu- 
sion, lesion, mark, injury, swelling, lump, 


bump, welt; Medicine ecchymosis. 

► verb © her face was badly bruised * contuse, in- 
jure, mark, discolour. 0 every one of the apples is 
bruised: mark, discolour, blemish; damage, 
spoil 0 Eric's ego was bruised * upset, offend, in- 
sult, affront, hurt, wound, injure, crush. 

brunette ► adjective brown-haired, dark, dark- 
haired 

brunt ► noun (full) force, impact, shock, bur- 
den, pressure, weight, effect, repercussions, 
consequences 

brush 1 ►noun ©a dustpan and brush broom, 
sweeper, besom, whisk ©he gave the seat a 
brush with his hand clean, sweep, wipe, dust 
©a fox’s brush tail ©the brush of his lips 
against her cheek touch, stroke, skim, graze, 
nudge, contact; kiss ©a brush with the law en- 
counter, clash, confrontation, conflict, alterca- 
tion, incident; informal run-m, to-do, Bnt mfonnal 
spot of bother 

► verb © he spent his day brushing the floors sweep, 
clean, buff, scrub ©she brushed her hair 
groom, comb, neaten. tidy, smooth, arrange, 
fix, do, curry ©she felt his lips brush her cheek 
touch, stroke, caress, skim, sweep, graze, con- 
tact. kiss ©she brushed a wisp of hair away 
push, move, sweep, clear 

■ brush something aside disregard, ignore, 
dismiss, shrug off, wave aside; overlook, pay no 
attention to. take no notice of, neglect, forget 
about, turn a blind eye to, reject, spurn, laugh 
off, make light of. trivialize, informal pooh-pooh 

■ brush someone off rebuff, dismiss, spurn, 
reject, slight, scorn, disdain, ignore, disregard, 
snub, cut, turn one’s back on, give someone 
the cold shoulder, freeze out, jilt, cast aside, 
discard, throw over, drop, leave, informal knock 
back 

■ brush up (on) revise, read up, go over, re- 
learn, cram, study; improve, sharpen (up), pol- 
ish up, hone, refine, perfect, informal bone up, 
Bnt informal swot up, gen up 

brush 2 ► noun an area covered tn dense brush 
undergrowth, underwood, scrub, brushwood, 
shrubs, bushes. N Amer underbrush, chaparral 
brush-off ►noun ( mformaf) rejection, refusal, 
rebuff, repulse, snub, shght, cut, informal knock- 
back; N Amer mfonnal kiss-off 

brusque ► adjective curt, abrupt, blunt, short, 
sharp, terse, bnsk, peremptory, gruff, bluff; 
offhand, discourteous, impolite, rude; mfonnal 
snappy 

-opposites polite 

brutal ►adjective ©a brutal attack savage, 
cruel, vicious, ferocious, barbanc, barbarous, 
wicked, murderous, bloodthirsty, cold-blooded, 
callous, heartless, merciless, sadistic; heinous, 
monstrous, abominable, atrocious. 0 brutal hon- 
esty. unsparing, unstinting, unembellished, un- 
varnished, bald, naked, stark, blunt, direct, 
straightforward, frank, outspoken, forthright, 
plain-spoken, complete, total. 

-opposites gentle 

brutalize ► verb ©the men were brutalized by life 
in die trenches: desensitize, dehumanize, hard- 
en, toughen, mure, ©they were brutalized by the 
police, attack, assault, beat, batter; abuse. 

brute ►noun ©a callous brute: savage, beast, 
monster, animal, barbarian, fiend, ogre, sadist; 
thug, lout, ruffian; Informal swine, pig. 0 the also- 
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tian was a vicious-looking brute animal, beast, 
creature, N Amer informal critter 

► adjective brute strength physical, bodily, crude, 
violent 

bubble ► noun O the bubbles In his mineral water 
globule, bead, blister; air pocket, (bubbles) 
sparkle, fizz, effervescence, froth Qa bubble of 
confidence illusion, delusion, fantasy, dream, 
chimera, castle m the air, informal pie in the sky. 

► verb O this wine bubbled nicely on the tongue spar 
kle, fizz, effervesce, foam, froth ©the milk was 
bubbling above the flame, boil, simmer, seethe, 
gurgle ©she was bubbling over with enthusiasm 
overflow, brim over, be filled, gush 

bubbly ► adjective Qa bubbly wine sparkling, 
bubbling, fizzy, effervescent, gassy, aerated, 
carbonated, spumante, p€tillant, mousseux, 
frothy, foamy, ©she was bubbly and full of life 
vivacious, animated, ebullient, lively, high- 
spirited, zestful, sparkling, bouncy, buoyant, 
carefree, merry, happy, cheerful, perky, sunny, 
bright, informal upbeat, chirpy 
-oppositbs still, listless 

► noun ( informal) a bottle of bubbly champagne, 
sparkling wine, vm mousseux, spumante, cava, 
informal champers, fizz 

buccaneer ►noun ( archaic ) pirate, marauder, 
raider, freebooter, plunderer, cut-throat, privat- 
eer. 

buck ►verb it takes guts to buck the system re 
sist, oppose, defy, fight, kick against 

■ buck up ( informal ) cheer up. perk up, take 
heart, pick up. bounce back. 

■ buck someone up ( informal) cheer up, buoy 
up, ginger up, perk up, hearten, uplift, encour- 
age, enliven, give someone a lift, informal pep 
up 

bucket ►noun Qa bucket of cold water pail, 
scuttle, can, tub © (informal) everyone wept 
buckets, floods, gallons, oceans 

► verb ( Bnt informal) Qit was bucketing down rain 
heavily, rain cats and dogs, rain hard, pour, 
pelt, lash, teem, Bnt tip. © the car came bucketing 
out of a side road See speed verb sense 1 

buckle ►noun a belt buckle clasp, clip, catch, 
hasp, fastener 

► verb Qhe buckled the belt round his waist fasten, 
do up, hook, strap, secure, clasp, clip ©the 
front axle buckled ■ warp, bend, twist, curve, dis- 
tort. contort, deform, bulge, arc, arch, crumple, 
collapse, give way 

■ buckle down get (down) to work, set to 
work, get down to business, work hard, apply 
oneself, make an effort, be industrious, be dili- 
gent, focus; informal pull one’s finger out, Bnt in- 
formal get stuck m 

bucolic ► adjective rustic, rural, pastoral, 
country, countiyside; poetic /literary Arcadian, syl- 
van, georgic. 

bud ► noun fresh buds: sprout, shoot; Botany 
plumule. 

► verb trees began to bud sprout, shoot, germin- 
ate, swell; dated vegetate. 

budding ►adjective promising, up-and-coming, 
rising, in the making, aspiring, future, pro- 
spective, potential, fledgling, developing; infor- 
mal would-be, wannabe. 

budgo ►verb Qthe horses wouldn't budge : move, 
shift, stir, go ©1 couldn't budge the door, dis- 
lodge, shift, move, reposition, ©they refuse to 


budge on the issue, give way, give m, yield, 
change one’s mind, acquiesce, compromise, do 
a U-tum ©our customers won't be budged on price 
alone, influence, sway, convince, persuade, in- 
duce, entice, tempt, lure, cajole, bring round 

■ budge up/over (informal) move up/over, shift 
up/over, make room, make space. 

budget ►noun Qyour budget for the week • finan 
cial plan, forecast; accounts, statement. Qthe 
defence budget allowance, allocation, quota, 
grant, award, funds, resources, capital 

► verb Qwe have to budget £7,000 for the work al 
locate, allot, allow, earmark, designate, set 
aside © budget your finances schedule, plan, 
cost, estimate, ration 

► adjective a budget hotel cheap, inexpensive, 
economy, low-cost, low-pnce, cut-price, dis- 
count, bargain 

-opposites expensive 

buff 1 ► adjective a plain buff envelope beige, yel- 
lowish, yellowish-brown, light brown, fawn, 
sandy, wheaten, biscuit, camel 

► verb he buffed the glass polish, burnish, shine, 
clean, rub 

■ In the buff ( informal) See naked sense 1 

buff 2 ► noun ( informal) a film buff enthusiast, fan, 
devotee, lover, admirer, expert, aficionado, au- 
thority, pundit; informal freak, nut, fanatic, ad- 
dict. 

buffer ► noun a buffer against market fluctuations 
cushion, bulwark, shield, barrier, guard, safe- 
guard 

► verb a massage helped to buffer the strain cushion, 
absorb, soften, lessen, dimmish, moderate, 
allay 

-opposites intensify 

buffet 1 ► noun Qa sumptuous buffet cold table, 
self-service meal, smorgasbord ©a station buf- 
fet cafe, cafeteria, snack bar, canteen, restaur- 
ant © the plates are kept in the buffet sideboard, 
cabinet, cupboard 

buffet 2 ► verb Q rough seas buffeted the coast 
batter, pound, lash, strike, hit ©he has been 
buffeted by bad publicity afflict, trouble, harm, 
burden, bother, beset, harass, torment, blight, 
bedevil. 

► noun Q ( dated) I rained buffets on the door blow, 
punch, thump, box, knock, rap, informal whack, 
wallop, clout ©all the buffets of this world 
shock, upset, setback, crisis, blow, misfortune, 
trouble, problem, hardship, adversity, afflic- 
tion, sorrow, tribulation, tragedy, vicissitude. 

buffoon ► noun he regarded the chaplain as a buf- 
foon fool, idiot, dunce, ignoramus, simpleton, 
jackass; informal chump, blockhead, nincom- 
poop, numbskull, dope, twit, nitwit, halfwit, 
clot, birdbrain, twerp 

bug ►noun Qbugs were crawling everywhere, in- 
sect, mite; informal creepy-crawly, beastie. Q (in- 
formal) a stomach bug: illness, ailment, disorder, 
infection, disease, sickness, complaint, upset, 
condition; bacterium, germ, virus; Bnt Informal 
lurgy. © ( informal) he caught the journalism bug • ob 
session, enthusiasm, craze, fad, mania, pas- 
sion, fixation, ©the bug planted on his phone * lis- 
tening device, hidden microphone, wire, 
wiretap, tap. ©the program developed a bug: 
fault, error, defect, flaw; virus; informal glitch, 
gremlin. 

► vtrb ©her conversations were bugged: record, 
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eavesdrop on, spy on, overhear, wiretap, tap. 
monitor. © (informal) she really bugs me See 

ANNOY. 

bugbear ► noun PET hate, b£te noire, bogey, 
bane, lmtation, vexation, anathema, thorn in 
one’s flesh/side, nightmare, horror, informal 
peeve, pam (m the neck), hang-up, N Amer bug- 
aboo. 

build ► verb Qa supermarket had been built • con- 
struct, erect, put up, assemble ©they were 
building a snowman, make, construct, form, cre- 
ate, fashion, model, shape 0 they are building a 
business strategy establish, found, set up, insti- 
tute, inaugurate, initiate 

► noun a man of slim build physique, frame, body, 
figure, form, shape, stature, proportions, mfor - 
mat vital statistics 

■ build something In/into incorporate in/ 
into, include in, absorb into, subsume into, as- 
similate into 

■ build on expand on, enlarge on, develop, 
elaborate, flesh out. embellish, amplify, refine, 
improve, perfect 

■ build up increase, grow, mount up. inten- 
sify. escalate, strengthen 

■ build something up O he built up a huge busi- 
ness establish, set up, found, institute, start, 
create, develop, expand, enlarge ©h e built up 
his stamina boost, strengthen, increase, im- 
prove, augment, raise, enhance, swell, informal 
beef up 01 have built up a collection of prints ac 
cumulate, amass, collect, gather, stockpile, 
hoard 

builder ► noun Qa canal builder designer, 
planner, architect, deviser, creator, maker, con- 
structor © the builders must finish the job in time 
construction worker, bricklayer, labourer, Bnt 
ganger. Bnt dated navvy 

building ►noun Oa brick building structure. 
construction, erection, pile, property, premises, 
establishment, formal edifice See lists at bridge, 
home, tower ©the building of power stations 
construction, erection, fabrication, assembly 
See lists at architecture 
-related terms tectonic 

bulld-up ►noun ©the build-up of military 
strength increase, growth, expansion, escal- 
ation, development, proliferation ©the build- 
up of carbon dioxide accumulation, accretion 
0 the build-up for the World Cup. publicity, pro- 
motion. advertising, marketing, informal hype, 
ballyhoo 

built-in ►adjoctiv* ©a built-in cupboard • fitted. 
integral, integrated, incorporated ©built-m ad- 
vantages inherent, intrinsic, inbuilt, essential, 
implicit, basic, fundamental, deep-rooted 
bulb ► noun tuber, corm, rhizome 
bulbous ► adjective bulging, protuberant, 
round, fat, rotund; swollen, tumid, distended, 
bloated 

bulge ►noun Qa bulge in his pocket ■ swelling, 
bump, lump, protuberance, prominence, ©(/n- 
formal) a bulge in the population: surge, upsurge, 
nse, increase, escalation. 

► verb his eyes were bulging: swell, stick out, puff 
out. balloon (out), fill out, belly, distend, pro- 
ject, protrude, stand out. 
bulk ► noun ©the sheer bulk of the bags: size, vol- 
ume, dimensions, proportions, mass, scale, 
magnitude, immensity, vastness, ©the bulk of 


entrants were British: majority, generality, main 
part, major part, lion’s share, preponderance, 
most, almost all. 

-opposites minority 

► verb some meals are bulked out with fat: expand, 
pad out, fill out, eke out, augment, increase 
■ bulk large be important, loom large, domin- 
ate, be significant, be influential, be of conse- 
quence, carry weight; count, matter, signify 

bulky ► adjective Qbulky items of refuse: large, 
big, huge, sizeable, substantial, massive; king- 
size, outsize, oversized, considerable, cumber 
some, unmanageable, unwieldy, ponderous, 
heavy, weighty, informal jumbo, whopping, hulk- 
ing. Bnt informal ginormous ©a bulky man heav 
ily built, stocky, thickset, sturdy, well built, 
burly, strapping, solid, heavy, hefty, meaty, 
stout, fat. plump, chubby, portly, rotund, 
round, chunky, overweight, obese, fleshy, cor- 
pulent, informal tubby, pudgy, roly-poly, beefy, 
porky, blubbery, Bnt informal podgy 
-opposites small, slight 

bulldoze ► verb Qthey plan to bulldoze the park 
demolish, knock down, tear down, pull down, 
flatten, level, raze, clear ©he bulldozed his way 
through • force, push, shove, barge, elbow, 
shoulder, jostle, plunge, crash, sweep, bundle 
© {informal) she tends to bulldoze everyone bully, 
hector, browbeat, intimidate, steamroller, drag- 
oon, bludgeon, domineer, pressurize, tyran- 
nize, strong-arm, informal railroad, lean on, boss 

bullet ► noun ball, shot, informal slug; (bullets) 
lead See list 

Bullets and Shot 

Set oho BOMB, PROJECTILE. 


ball dumdum round shot 

baton round bullet rubber bullet 

blrdshot dust shot shell 

buckshot grapeshot slug 

cannonball lead shot soft-nosed 

case-shot pellet bullet 


chain shot plastic bullet wadcutter 

bulletin ► noun © a news bulletin’ report, dis- 
patch, story, press release, newscast, flash, 
statement, announcement, message, communi- 
cation, communique ©the society’s monthly bul- 
letin newsletter, news-sheet, proceedings, 
newspaper, magazine, digest, gazette, review 

bullish ►adjective confident, positive, assert- 
ive, self-assertive, assured, self-assured, bold, 
determined? optimistic, buoyant, sanguine, infor- 
mal feisty, upbeat. 

bully ► noun the village bully, persecutor, op- 
pressor, tyrant, tormentor, intimidator, tough 
guy, bully boy, thug 

► verb ©the others bully him persecute, oppress, 
tyrannize, browbeat, intimidate, strong-arm, 
dominate, informal push around/about, ©she was 
bullied into helping, coerce, pressure, pressurize, 
press, push; force, compel; badger, goad, prod, 
browbeat, bludgeon, intimidate, dragoon, 
strong-arm; informal bulldoze, railroad, lean on. 

bulwark ►noun Q ancient bulwarks • wall, ram- 
part. fortification, parapet, stockade, palisade, 
barricade, embankment, earthwork, ©a bul- 
wark of liberty' protector, defender, protection. 
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guard, defence, supporter, buttress, mainstay, 
bastion, stronghold. 

bum 1 ► noun (Bnt informal) See bottom noun sense 
6 . 

bum 2 [informal) ► noun O (N Amer ) the hums sleep- 
ing on the sidewalk. See tramp noun sense 1 
Qyou lazy bum. idler, loafer, good-for-nothing, 
ne’er-do-well, layabout, lounger, shirker, informal 
waster, loser, scrounger 

► verb Qhe bummed around Florida, loaf, lounge, 
idle. moon, amble, wander, dnft, meander, 
dawdle, informal mooch; N Amer informal lollygag 
Qthey bummed money off him' beg, borrow, infor- 
mal scrounge, cadge, sponge, Brit informal scab. N 
Amer informal mooch. Austral fNZ informal bludge 

► adjacttv® a bum deal * bad, poor, second-rate, 
third-rate, second-class, unsatisfactory, inad- 
equate, unacceptable, dreadful, awful, temble, 
deplorable, lamentable, informal crummy, rotten, 
pathetic, lousy, pitiful, dire, poxy, Bnt informal 
duff, rubbish 

-opposites excellent 

bumble ► verb O they bumbled around the house- 
blunder, lurch, stumble, stagger, lumber, 
flounder, totter Q the speakers bumbled mutter, 
mumble, stumble, babble, burble, dnvel, gib- 
ber 

bumbling ► adjective blundering, bungling, 
inept, clumsy, maladroit, awkward, muddled, 
oafish, clodhoppmg, lumbering; crude; informal 
botched, ham-fisted, cack-handed 
-opposites efficient. 

bump ► noun Ql landed with a bump jolt, 
crash, smash, smack, crack, bang, thud, 
thump, informal whack, thwack, bash, wallop 
©I was woken by a bump bang, crack, boom, 
clang, knock, thud, thump, clunk, crash, 
smash, stomp, clump, clomp; informal whump 
©a bump in the road hump, lump, ndge, bulge, 
knob, protuberance Qa bump on his head- 
swelling, lump, bulge, injury, contusion, out- 
growth. growth, carbuncle, protuberance. Anat- 
omy bulla. 

► verb © cars bumped into each other hit, crash, 
smash, slam, bang, knock, run, plough, ram. 
collide with, strike. N Amer impact ©a cart 
bumping along the road: bounce, jolt, jerk, rattle, 
shake. 

■ bump Into ( informal) meet (by chance), en- 
counter, run into/across, come across, chance 
on, happen on. 

■ bump someone off (informal). See kill verb 
sense 1. 

bumper ► adjective abundant, nch, bountiful, 
good, fine; laige, big, huge, plentiful, profuse, 
copious, informal whopping, poetic /literary plent- 
eous, bounteous. 

-opposites meagre 

bumpkin ► noun yokel, peasant, provincial, 
rustic, country cousin, countryman/ woman; 
Irish informal culchie; N Amer. informal hayseed, 
hillbilly, hick; Austral, informal bushy, 
bumptious ► adjective self-important, con- 
ceited. arrogant, self-assertive, pushy, swollen- 
headed, pompous, overbearing, cocky, swagger- 
ing; proud, haughty, overweening, egotistical; 
informal snooty, uppity. 

-oppositbs modest 

bumpy ►adjective ©a bumpy rood: uneven, 
rough, rutted, pitted, potholed, holey; lumpy, 


rocky, ©a bumpy ride bouncy, rough, uncom- 
fortable, jolting, lurching, jerky, jamng, bone 
shaking 0 a bumpy start inconsistent, van- 
able, irregular, fluctuating, intermittent, errat- 
ic, patchy, rocky, unsettled, unstable, turbu- 
lent. chaotic, full of ups and downs. 

-opposites smooth 

bunch ►noun Qa bunch of flowers bouquet, 
posy, nosegay, tussie-mussie, spray, corsage, 
wreath, garland. Qa bunch of keys, cluster, 
clump, knot; group 0 (informal) a great bunch of 
people group, set, circle, company, collection, 
bevy, band, informal gang, crowd, load Q(N 
Amer informal ) a whole bunch of things See lot pro- 
noun 

► verb Qhe bunched the reins tn his hand, bundle, 
clump, cluster, group, gather, pack ©his trou- 
sers bunched around his ankles gather, ruffle, 
pucker, fold, pleat, ©the runners bunched up be- 
hind him cluster, huddle, gather, congregate, 
collect, amass, group, crowd 

bundle ► noun a bundle of clothes bunch, roll, 
clump, wad, parcel, sheaf, bale, bolt, pile, 
stack, heap, mass, informal load, wodge 

► verb ©she bundled up her things, tie, pack, par- 
cel, wrap, roll, fold, bind, truss, bale ©she was 
bundled in jurs wrap, envelop, clothe, cover, 
muffle, swathe, swaddle, shroud, drape, enfold 
© (informal) he was bundled into a van hustle, 
manhandle, frogmarch, hurry, rush, shove, 
push, thrust 

bung ►noun stopper, plug, cork, spigot, spile, 
seal, N Amer stopple 

bungle ► verb mishandle, mismanage, mess up. 
spoil, ruin, informal botch, muff, fluff, make a 
hash of, foul up, screw up, Bnt informal make a 
pig’s ear of, cock up. N Amer informal flub, goof 
up 

bungler ► noun blunderer, incompetent, ama- 
teur, bumbler, clown; informal botcher, butter- 
fingers; Bnt informal bodger, N Amer informal jack- 
leg. 

bungling ►adjective incompetent, blundering, 
amateurish, inept, unskilful, clumsy, awkward, 
bumbling, informal ham-fisted, cack-handed. 
bunk 1 ► noun he slept in a bunk berth, cot. bed 
bunk 2 (Bnt informal) ►verb he bunked off school 
(play) truant from, slap, avoid, shirk; Brit infor- 
mal skive off; N Amer informal play hookey from, 
goof off, cut; Austral fNZ informal wag. 

■ do a bunk. See abscond 
bunk 9 ► noun (informal) what bunk you talkt See 
nonsense sense 1 

bunkum ►noun ( informal \ dated). See nonsense 
sense 1 

buoy ► noun a mooring buoy, float, marker, bea- 
con. 

► verb the party was buoyed by an election victory. 
cheer (up), hearten, rally, invigorate, uplift, 
lift, encourage, stimulate, inspirit, informal pep 
up, perk up, buck up. 

-opposites depress. 

buoyancy ►noun ©the drum's buoyancy: abil- 
ity to float, lightness, floatability. Qher nat- 
ural buoyancy, cheerfulness, happiness, light- 
heartedness. joy, bounce, sunniness, breezi- 
ness, jollity; liveliness, ebullience, high spirits, 
vivacity, vitality, verve, sparkle, zest; optimism; 
informal pep. ©the buoyancy of the market : vigour, 
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strength, resilience, growth, improvement, ex- 
pansion. 

buoyant ► adjective Q a buoyant substance • able 
to float, floating, floatable Qa buoyant mood. 
cheerful, cheery, happy, light-hearted, care- 
free, bright, meny, joyful, bubbly, bouncy, 
sunny, jolly, lively, jaunty, high-spinted, perky, 
optimistic, confident, positive, informal peppy, 
upbeat 0 sales were buoyant booming, strong, 
vigorous, thriving, improving, expanding, 
mushrooming, snowballing 

burble ► verb Qthe exhaust was burbling' gur 
gle, bubble, murmur, purr, whirr, drone, hum, 
rumble Qhe burbled on prattle, blather, 
blether, babble, gabble, prate, dnvel, rattle, 
ramble, maunder, go on, run on; informal jabber, 
blabber, yatter, gab, Bnt informal rabbit, witter, 
waffle, chunter, N Amer informal run off at the 
mouth 

burden ► noun o they shouldered their burdens. 
load, cargo, weight, pack, bundle 0 a financial 
burden ■ responsibility, onus, charge, duty, obli- 
gation, liability, trouble, care, problem, worry, 
difficulty, strain, encumbrance Qthe burden of 
hts message gist, substance, drift, thrust, mean- 
ing, significance, essence, import, message 
► verb Qhe was burdened with a heavy pack load, 
charge, weigh down, encumber, hamper, over- 
load, overburden Q avoid burdening them with 
guilt oppress, trouble, worry, harass, upset, 
distress, haunt, afflict, strain, stress, tax, over- 
whelm 

burdensome ► adjective onerous, oppressive, 
troublesome, weighty, womsome, stressful, 
vexatious, irksome, trying, difficult, arduous, 
strenuous, hard, laborious, exhausting, tinng, 
taxing, demanding, punishing, gruelling 

bureau ►noun Oan oak bureau desk, writing 
table, secretaire, escritoire, Bnt davenport 0 a 
marriage bureau agency, service, office, busi- 
ness, company, firm Qthe intelligence bureau 
department, division, branch, section 

bureaucracy ► noun Q the ranks of the bureau - 
cracy: civil service, government, administra- 
tion, establishment, system, powers that be, 
ministries, authorities 0 unnecessary bureau- 
cracy red tape, rules and regulations, protocol, 
officialdom, paperwork 

bureaucrat ►noun official, administrator, 
civil servant, minister, functionary, mandarin, 
Bnt jack-in-office; derogatory apparatchik 

bureaucratic ► adjective Q bureaucratic struc- 
ture. administrative, official, governmental, 
ministerial, state, civic. 0 current practice is far 
too bureaucratic rule-bound, rigid, inflexible, 
complicated 

burgeon ►verb flourish, thrive, prosper, im- 
prove, expand, escalate, swell, grow, boom, 
mushroom, snowball, rocket. 

burglar ► noun housebreaker, robber, cat 
burglar, thief, raider, looter, safe-breaker/ 
cracker; intruder; N Amer informal yegg, informal, 
dated cracksman 

burglary ►noun Qa sentence for burglary* 
housebreaking, breaking and entering, theft, 
stealing, robbery, larceny, thievery, looting. 
Qa series of burglaries: break-in, theft, robbery, 
raid; informal smash and grab, N. Amer informal 
heist. 


burgle ►verb ROB, loot, steal from, plunder, 
rifle, pillage; break into; informal do 

burial ► noun burying, interment, committal, 
inhumation, entombment; funeral, obsequies. 
formal exequies; archaic sepulture. 

-related terms funerary, sepulchral. 
-opposites exhumation, 
burial ground ►noun cemetery, graveyard, 
churchyard, necropolis, garden of remem- 
brance, Scottish kirkyard; N Amer memorial 
park, informal boneyard; historical potter’s field; ar- 
chaic God’s acre 

burlesque ►noun parody, caricature, satire, 
lampoon, skit, informal send-up, take-off, spoof, 
burly ►adjective strapping, well built, sturdy, 
brawny, strong, muscular, muscly, thickset, 
big, hefty, bulky, stocky, Herculean, informal 
hunky, beefy, husky, hulking 
-opposites puny 

bum ► verb O the cod was burrung* be on fire, be 
alight, be ablaze, blaze, go up (in smoke), be m 
flames, be aflame, smoulder, glow Qhe burned 
the letters: set fire to, set on fire, set alight, set 
light to, light, ignite, touch off; incinerate, infor- 
mal torch ei burned my dress with the iron 
scorch, singe, sear, char, blacken, brand, 
scald © her face burned be hot, be warm, be fe- 
verish. be on fire, blush, redden, go red, flush, 
colour Qshe was burning with curiosity be con- 
sumed, be eaten up, be obsessed, be tormented, 
be beside oneself Q Meredith burned to know the 
secret yearn, long, ache, desire, want, wish, 
hanker, crave, hunger, thirst, informal have a 
yen, yen, itch, be dying Qthe energy they bum 
up consume, use up, expend, get/go through, 
eat up, dissipate. 

burning ►adjective O burning coals: blazing, 
flaming, fiery, ignited, glowing, red-hot, smoul- 
dering, raging, roaring 0 burning desert sands 
extremely hot, red-hot, fiery, blistering, 
scorching, searing, sweltering, tomd: informal 
baking, boiling (hot), roasting, sizzling Qa 
burning desire intense, passionate, deep-seated, 
profound, wholehearted, strong, ardent, fer- 
vent, urgent, fierce, eager, frantic, consuming, 
uncontrollable O burning issues important, cru- 
cial, significant, vital, essential, pivotal, urgent, 
pressing, compelling, critical 
burnish ►verb polish (up), shine, buff (up), 
rub (up) 

burp (mfomial) ► verb belch, bring up wind, Scot- 
tish 4 N English informal nft 

► noun belch, wind, Scottish 4 N English informal rift, 
formal eructation 

burrow ►noun a rabbits’ burrow * warren, tun- 
nel, hole, dugout, lair, set, den, earth 

► verb the mouse burrows a hole, tunnel, dig (out), 
excavate, grub, mine, bore, channel, hollow 
out, gouge out. 

burst ►verb Qone balloon burst • split (open), 
rupture, break, tear Qa shell burst: explode, 
blow up, detonate, go off Q smoke burst through 
the hole: break, erupt, surge, gush, rush, 
stream, flow, pour, spill; spout, spurt, jet, 
spew. Qhe burst into die room: plunge, charge, 
barge, plough, hurtle, career, rush, dash. tear, 
©she burst into tears: break out in, erupt in, 
have a fit of. 

► noun Qa burst in the tyre: rupture, puncture, 
breach, split, blowout. Q mortar bursts: explo 
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Sion, detonation, blast, eruption, bang. ©a 
burst of gunfire volley, salvo, fusillade, barrage, 
discharge, hail, rain, ©a burst of activity, out- 
break, eruption, flare-up, blaze, attack, fit, 
rush, gale, storm, surge, upsurge, spurt; informal 
splurt 

■ burst out ©7 don't caref she burst out ex 
claim, blurt, cry, shout, yell, dated ejaculate 
© he burst out crying, suddenly start 

bury ► verb ©the dead were buried, inter, lay to 
rest, entomb, informal put six feet under, plant, 
poetic/ literary inhume Qshe buried her face in her 
hands hide, conceal, cover, enfold, engulf, tuck, 
cup, sink, ©the bullet buried itself in the wood 
embed, sink, implant, submerge, drive into 
©he buried himself in his work absorb, engross, 
immerse, occupy, engage, busy, involve 
-opposites exhume 

bush ► noun ©a rose bush shrub, (bushes) 
undergrowth, shrubbery See lists at flower, 
tree ©the bush’ wilds, wilderness; back- 
woods, hmterland(s), N Amer backcountry, 
backland(s). Austral /NZ outback, backblocks, 
booay, N Amer informal boondocks, tall timbers, 
Austral INZ informal Woop Woop, beyond the 
black stump 

bushy ► adjective thick, shaggy, fuzzy, bnstly, 
fluffy, woolly, luxuriant, informal jungly 
-opposites sleek, wispy. 

busily ► adverb actively, energetically, vigor- 
ously, enthusiastically, industriously, purpose- 
fully, diligently 

business ► noun ©she has to smile in her busi- 
ness. work, line of work, occupation, profes- 
sion, career, employment, job, position, voca- 
tion, calling; field, sphere, trade, craft, informal 
racket, game, archaic employ ©who do you do 
business with? trade, trading, commerce, deal- 
ing, traffic, merchandising, dealings, transac- 
tions, negotiations, ©her own business’ firm, 
company, concern, enterprise, venture, organ- 
ization, operation, undertaking; office, agency, 
franchise, practice, informal outfit, set-up. © none 
of your business, concern, affair, responsibility, 
duty, function, obligation; problem, worry, infor- 
mal pigeon, bailiwick, Bnt informal lookout ©an 
odd business, affair, matter, thing, case, circum- 
stance, situation, event, incident, happening, 
occurrence, episode. 

-related terms corporate. 

businesslike ► adjective professional, effi- 
cient. slick, competent, methodical, discip- 
lined, systematic, orderly, organized, struc- 
tured, practical, pragmatic 

businessman, businesswoman 

► noun entrepreneur, business person, indus- 
trialist, manufacturer, tycoon, magnate, em- 
ployer; dealer, trader, broker, merchant, buyer, 
seller, marketeer, merchandiser, vendor, 
tradesman, retailer, supplier 

bust 1 bnoun ©her large bust, chest, bosom; 
breasts, mammary glands, mammae, informal 
boobs, knockers, bubbies, Bnt informal bnstols, 
Charlies; N Amer informal bazooms. ©a bust of 
Caesar: sculpture, carving, effigy, statue; head 
and shoulders. 

bust 2 ( informal) ► verb ©the lock has bust, break, 
crack, snap, smash, fracture, shatter, disinte- 
grate; split, burst, ©he promised to bust the 
mafia: overthrow, destroy, topple, bring down, 


ruin, break, overturn, overcome, defeat, get nd 
of. oust, dislodge © they were busted for drugs 
See arrest verb sense 1 Q(N Amer ) my apart- 
ment got busted. See raid verb sense 3 
■ go bust fail, collapse, fold, go under, found- 
er; go bankrupt, go into receivership, go into 
liquidation, be wound up, informal crash, go 
broke, go to the wall, go belly up, flop, 
bustle ►verb ©people bustled about: rush. dash, 
hurry, scurry, scuttle, scamper, scramble; run, 
tear, charge, informal scoot, beetle, buzz, zoom 
Qshe bustled us into the kitchen hustle, bundle, 
sweep, push, whisk. 

► noun the bustle of the market activity, action, 
liveliness, hustle and bustle, excitement, tu- 
mult, hubbub, whirl, informal tomg and froing, 
comings and goings 

bustling ►adjective busy, crowded, swarming, 
teeming, thronged, buzzing, hectic, lively 
-opposites deserted 

busy ► adjective © they are busy raising money oc 
cupied (in), engaged in, involved in, employed 
in, working at, hard at work (on), rushed off 
one’s feet, hard-pressed, on the job, absorbed, 
engrossed, immersed, preoccupied, informal (as) 
busy as a bee, on the go, hard at it, Bnt informal 
on the hop ©she is busy at the moment unavail- 
able, engaged, occupied, working, in a meet- 
ing, on duty, informal tied up ©a busy day hec 
tic, active, lively, full, eventful, energetic, tir- 
ing ©the town was busy crowded, bustling, 
hectic, swarming, teeming, full, thronged ©a 
busy design ornate, over-elaborate, overblown, 
overwrought, overdone, fussy, cluttered, over- 
worked 

-opposites idle, free, quiet 

► verb he busied himself with paperwork occupy, in- 
volve. engage, concern, absorb, engross, im- 
merse, preoccupy, distract, divert 

busybody ► noun meddler, interferer, 
mischief-maker, troublemaker, gossip, scandal- 
monger, eavesdropper, gawker; informal nosy 
parker, snoop, snooper, rubberneck, Bnt informal 
gawper, informal, dated Paul Pry 
but ► conjunction ©he stumbled but didn't fall yet, 
nevertheless, nonetheless, even so, however, 
still, notwithstanding, despite that, in spite of 
that, for all that, all the same, just the same, 
though, although ©I am clean but you aren't 
whereas, conversely, but then, then again, on 
the other hand, by /in contrast, on the con- 
trary. ©one cannot but sympathize (do) other 
than, (do) otherwise than, except. 

► preposition everyone but him’ except (for), apart 
from, other than, besides, aside from, with the 
exception of, bar, excepting, excluding, leaving 
out, save (for), saving. 

► advsrfo he is but a shadow of his former self, only, 
just, simply, merely, no more than, nothing 
but; a mere, N English nobbut 

■ but for except for, if it were not for, were it 
not for, barring, notwithstanding, 
butch ► adjective (informal) masculine, manly; 
mannish, manlike, unfeminine, unladylike, in- 
formal macho. 

-opposites effeminate. 

butcher ► noun Oa butcher's shop: meat seller, 
meat trader; slaughterer; Scottish flesher. ©a 
Nazi butcher, murderer, slaughterer, killer, as- 
sassin; N. Amer. terminator; poetic/ literary slayer; 
dated cut-throat, homicide. 
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► vert) Qthe goat was butchered: slaughter, cut 
up, carve up, joint Qthey butchered 150 people. 
massacre, murder, slaughter, kill, destroy, ex- 
terminate, assassinate; N Amer terminate, into 
mal dispose of. poetic/ literary slay 0 the studio but - 
chered the film, spoil, nun, mutilate, mangle, 
mess up, wreck; informal make a hash of, screw 
up 

butchery ►noun Qthe butchery trade * meat 
selling Q(Bnt) the cattle went to the butchery 
abattoir, slaughterhouse Q(Bnt) a butchery 
butchers (shop), meat market, meat counter 
Qthe butchery in the war slaughter, massacre, 
mass murder, poetic/ literary slaying 

butt 1 ► vert) she butted him: ram, headbutt, bunt, 
bump, buffet, push, shove; N English tup 

■ butt In interrupt, break in, cut in, chime in, 
interject, intervene, interfere, informal poke 
one’s nose m. put one's oar m, Bnt informal chip 
m. 

butt 2 ► noun the butt of a joke, target, victim, 
object, subject; laughing stock 

butt 3 ► noun Qthe butt of a gun stock, end, 
handle, hilt, haft, helve Qa cigarette butt stub, 
end, tail end, stump, remnant, informal fag end, 
dog end 0 ( N Amer informal) sitting on hts butt See 
bottom noun sense 6 

► verb the shop butts up against the house adjoin, 
abut, be next to, be adjacent to, border (on), 
neighbour, be connected to, join, touch 

butt 4 ► noun a brandy butt barrel, cask, keg, 
vat, tun, tub, bin, drum, canister 

butter 

■ butter someone up ( informal) flatter, court, 
wheedle, persuade, blarney, coax, get round, 
prevail on, be obsequious towards, be syco- 
phantic towards, toady to. fawn on, make up 
to, play up to, ingratiate oneself with, rub up 
the right way. curry favour with, informal suck 
up to. be all over, keep someone sweet, sweet- 
talk, soft-soap 

butterfly ► noun lepidopteran See list 
-related terms lepidopterous, papilion- 
aceous 

buttocks ►plural noun cheeks, rear (end), 
rump, seat, Bnt bottom, informal behind, back- 
side, BTM, sit-upon, demure, Bnt informal bum, 
botty, jacksie; N Amer informal butt, fanny, tush, 
tail, buns, booty, heinie; humorous fundament, 
posterior, stem, Anatomy nates. 

button ►noun Q shirt buttons fastener, stud, 
toggle, hook, catch, clasp Q press the button 
switch, knob, control; lever, handle 

buttonhole ► verb ( informal) See accost 

buttress ►noun Q stone buttresses prop, sup- 
port, abutment, shore, pier, reinforcement, 
stanchion. Qa buttress against social collapse 
safeguard, defence, protection, guard; sup- 
port, prop, bulwark. 

► varto authority was buttressed by religion’ strength- 
en, reinforce, fortify, support, bolster, shore 
up, underpin, cement, uphold, defend, back 
up. 

buxom ► adjective large-breasted, big- 
breasted, bosomy, big-bosomed; shapely, 
ample, plump, rounded, foil-figured, voluptu- 
ous, curvaceous, Rubenesque; informal busty, 
chesty, well endowed, curvy. 


Butterflies 

. . . * 

See oho moth. 

, 

Adonis blue 

map butterfly 

alpine 

marbled white 

angle wings 

mazarine blue 

apoRo 

meadow brown 

arette 

metahrwk 

argus 

milkweed 

azure 

monarch 

birdwing 

morpho 

blue 

mourning cloak 

brimstone (butterfly) 

nettle-tree butterfly 

brown 

nymph 

buckeye 

orange tip 

cabbage white 

owl butterfly 

Camberwell Beauty 

painted lady 

chatkhiH blue 

peacock butterfly 

checkerspot 

pearly eye 

deopatra 

plain tiger 

clouded yellow 

purple emperor 

comma 

red admiral 

copper 

ringlet 

dlana 

satyr 

dogface 

Scotch argus 

dryad 

stiver-studded blue 

Duke of Burgundy 

skipper 

dusky wing 

snout butterfly 

elfin 

speckled wood 

emperor 

sulphur 

festoon 

swallowtail 

frltillary 

tortoiseshell 

gatekeeper 

two-tailed pasha 

grayling 

wall brown 

hairstreak 

white admiral 

Julia 

wood nymph 

large blue 

zebra 


buy ► vert) O they bought a new house purchase, 
acquire, obtain, get, pick up. snap up. take, 
procure, pay for; invest in, informal get hold of. 
score ©he could not be bought, bribe, buy off. 
suborn, corrupt, informal grease someone’s palm, 
give a backhander to. get at, fix, square, Bnt in - 
formal nobble 
-OPPOSITES sell 

► noun ( informal) a good buy purchase, investment, 
acquisition, gain, deal, bargain 

buyor ► noun purchaser, customer, consumer, 
shopper, investor; (buyers) clientele, patron- 
age, market, Law vendee 

buzz ► noun O the buzz of the bees hum, hum- 
ming, buzzing, murmur, drone, Bnt informal zizz 
©an insistent buzz from her control panel warning 
sound, purr, nng, note, tone, beep, bleep, war- 
ble, alarm 0 (informal) give me a buzz See call 
noun sense 3 Q ( informal) the buzz is that he's gone 
See rumour. 0 {informal) get a buzz out of flying 
thrill, stimulation, glow, tingle, mtomal kick; N 
Amer informal charge 

► verb O bees buzzed hum, drone, bumble, mur- 
mur; Bnt informal zizz. © the intercom soon buzzed. 
purr, warble, sound, nng, beep, bleep Q (infor- 
mal) he buzzed around bustle, scurry, scuttle, 
huriy, rush, race, dash, tear, chase; informal 
scoot, beetle, whizz, zoom, zip Qthe club is 
buzzing with excitement’ hum, throb, vibrate, 
pulse, bustle 

by ► preposition Of broke it by forcing the lid • 
through, as a result of, because of, by diqt of. 
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no 


by way of, via, by means of, with the help of, 
with the aid of, by virtue of. Qbe there by mid - 
day : no later than, m good time for, at, before 
Q a house by the lake ■ next to, beside, alongside, 
by/at the side of, adjacent to, side by side with, 
near, close to, neighbouring, adjoining, border 
ing, overlooking; connected to, contiguous 
with, attached to. Qgo by the building past, m 
front of, beyond. 0 a II right by me. according 
to, with, as far as is concerned. 

► advtfb people hurried by: past, on, along 

■ by and by eventually, ultimately, finally, in 
the end, one day, some day, sooner or later, m 
time, in a while, in the long run, in the full- 
ness of time, in time to come, at length, m the 
future, in due course 

■ by oneself alone, on one's own, singly, sep- 
arately, solitarily, unaccompanied, companion- 
less, unattended, unescorted, solo, unaided, un- 
assisted. without help, by one’s own efforts, 
under one’s own steam, independently, single- 
handedly), off one’s own bat, on one’s own 
initiative, informal by one’s lonesome, Bnt informal 
on one’s tod, on one’s Jack Jones 

bygoilO ► adjoctlvi PAST, former, olden, earlier, 
previous, one-time, long-ago, of old, ancient, 
antiquated; departed, dead, extinct, defunct, 
out of date, outmoded, poetic I literary of yore 


-opposites present, recent 

by-law ► noun (Bnt) local law, regulation, rule 

bypass ► noun ring road, detour, diversion, al- 
ternative route; Bnt relief road. 

► verb 0 bypass the farm go round, go past, make 
a detour round; avoid. Qan attempt to bypass the 
problem avoid, evade, dodge, escape, elude, cir- 
cumvent, get round, skirt, sidestep, steer clear 
of; informal duck ©they bypassed the regulations 
ignore, pass over, omit, neglect, go over the 
head of, informal short-circuit 

by-product ► noun side effect, consequence, 
entailment, corollary, ramification, repercus- 
sion, spin-off, fallout; fruits, Bnt knock-on ef- 
fect 

bystander ► noun onlooker, looker-on, 
passer-by, non-participant, observer, spectator, 
eyewitness, witness, watcher, informal gawper, 
rubberneck 

byword ►noun Qthe office was a byword for 
delay, perfect example, classic case, model, ex- 
emplar, embodiment, incarnation, personifica- 
tion, epitome, typification Q reality was his by- 
word slogan, motto, maxim, mantra, catch- 
word, watchword, formula, middle name 


Cc 


cab ► noun ©she hailed a cab ■ taxi, taxi cab. Bnt 
minicab, hackney carnage; N Amer hack, historic- 
al fiacre ©a truck driver's cab (drivers) com- 
partment, cabin 

cabal ► noun clique, faction, cotene, cell, sect, 
camarilla, pressure group, ginger group 

cabarat ►noun Qtftt evening’s cabaret enter 
tainment, (floor) show, performance © the 
cabarets of Montreal nightclub, club, boite, N 
Amer cafe, informal nightspot, nitene, clip joint, 
N Amer informal honky-tonk 

Cabin ►noun O a first-class cabin, berth, state- 
room, deckhouse, histoncal roundhouse. ©a 
cabin by the lake, hut, log cabin, shanty, shack, 
chalet, Scottish bothy, N Amer cabana, Austral 
mia-mia, archaic cot, N Amer archaic shebang 
e the driver’s cabin: cab, compartment 

cabinet ►noun ©a walnut cabinet See list at 
cupboard ©a cabinet meeting, senior minis- 
ters, ministry, council, executive 

Cable ► noun O a thick cable moored the ship 
rope, cord, line, guy. Nautical hawser, stay, 
bndle, toppmg lift. N Amer choker © electric 
cables wire, lead, power line, Bnt flex © ( histonc- 
al ) he immediately sent a cable telegram, telemes- 
sage, radiogram, informal wire, histoncal cable- 
gram 

► verb the secretariat cabled a reply * radio, send, 
transmit, informal wire 

cache ►noun Oa cache of arms hoard, store, 
stockpile, stock, supply, reserve, arsenal, informal 
stash ©a niche used as a cache hiding place, se- 
cret place, informal hidey-hole, informal, dated 
stash 

cachet ►noun prestige, prestigiousness, sta- 
tus, standing, kudos, snob value, stature, pre- 
eminence, eminence, street credibility. 

cackle ► verb O the geese cackled at him 
squawk, cluck ©Noel cackled with glee laugh 
loudly, guffaw, crow, chortle, chuckle 

cacophonous ►adjective loud, noisy, ear- 
splitting. raucous, discordant, dissonant, inhar- 
monious, unmelodious, unmusical, tuneless, ar- 
chaic absonant 
-opposites harmonious. 

cacophony ► noun DIN, racket, noise, discord, 
dissonance, discordance. 

cad ► noun ( dated) See scoundrel 

cadaver ► noun ( Medicine ) corpse, (dead) body, 
remains, carcass; informal stiff; archaic corse 

cadaverous ► adjective (deathly) pale, pallid, 
ashen, grey, whey-faced, etiolated, corpse-like, 
as thin as a rake, bony, skeletal, emaciated, 
skin and bone, haggard, gaunt, drawn, 
pinched, hollow-cheeked, hollow-eyed; informal 
like a bag of bones, anorexic; archaic starveling. 
-oppositbs rosy, plump. 

cadence ►noun rhythm, tempo, metre, beat, 
pulse; intonation, modulation, hit. 

Cadge ► verb ( informal ) borrow; informal 

scrounge, bum. touch someone for, sponge; Brit 


informal scab, N Amer informal mooch; Austral /NZ in- 
formal bludge. 

cadre ► noun corps, body, team, group 

cafe ► noun snack bar, cafeteria, buffet, coffee 
bar/shop, tea room/shop, bistro, brasserie, N 
Amer diner, informal eatery, noshery; Bnt informal 
caff. 

cafeteria ► noun self-service restaurant, 
canteen, cafe, buffet 

cage ►noun animals in cages enclosure, pen, 
pound, coop, hutch, birdcage, aviaiy, N Amer 
corral 

► verb many antmals are caged confine, shut m/up, 
pen, coop up, immure, impound, N Amer cor- 
ral 

cagey ►adjective {informal) secretive, guarded, 
non-committal, tight-lipped, reticent, evasive, 
informal playing one’s cards close to one’s chest 
-opposites open 

cahoots 

■ In cahoots ( informal) in league, colluding, in 
collusion, conspiring, collaborating, hand m 
glove 

cajole ►verb persuade, wheedle, coax, talk 
into, prevail on. blarney, informal sweet-talk, 
soft-soap, twist someone’s arm, archaic blandish 

cajolery ►noun persuasion, wheedling, coax- 
ing. inveiglement, cajolement, blandishments, 
blarney, informal sweet talk, soft soap, arm- 
twisting, formal suasion 

cake ►noun Qcmim cakes bun. pastry, gateau 
See list © a cake of soap, bar, tablet, block, slab, 
lump 

► verb © boots caked wtth mud coat, encrust, plas- 
ter, cover ©the blood was beginning to cake 
clot, congeal, coagulate, solidify, set, inspis- 
sate 

calamitous ► adjective disastrous, cata- 
strophic. cataclysmic, devastating, dire, tragic; 
poetic /literary direful 

calamity ►noun disaster, catastrophe, tra- 
gedy, cataclysm, adversity, tribulation, afflic- 
tion , misfortune, misadventure 
-opposites godsend 

calculate ► verb O the interest is calculated on a 
daily basis, compute, work out. reckon, figure; 
add up/ together, count up. tally, total; Brit tot 
up ©his words were calculated to wound her. in- 
tend, mean, design, ©we had calculated on a 
quiet Sunday expect, anticipate, reckon, bar- 
gam; N Amer informal figure on. 

calculated ►adjective deliberate, premedi- 
tated, planned, pre-planned, preconceived, in- 
tentional, intended; Law, dated prepense. 
-opposites unintentional. 

calculating ►adjective cunning, crafty, wily, 
shrewd, scheming, devious, designing. Machia- 
vellian; informal foxy; archaic subtle. 

-opposites ingenuous. 

calculation ►noun ©the calculation of the 
overall cost computation, reckoning, adding up. 
counting up, working out, figuring; Brit totting 
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seoUrm«M>. 


almond cake 

cream puff 

gateau 

pancake 

souffle 

angel cake 

crfeme brOtee 

Genoa cake 

pandowdy 

sponge (cake) 

angel food cake 

cr&me caramel 

gingerbread 

panforte 

sponge pudding 

apfehtmdef 

arBpe 

granita 

parfait 

spotted dick 

apple charlotte 

crBpes Suzette 

haiwa 

parkin 

spumonl 

apple pie 

croquembouche 

hasty pudding 

pashka 

steamed pudding 

baba 

cruller 

hoecake 

paviova 

strudel 

baked Alaska 

crumble 

hot cross bun 

peach Melba 

suet pudding 

Bakeweft tart 

cupcake 

ice cream 

petit fours 

suji 

bakfava 

Danish pastry 

Jetlo 

plum cake 

summer pudding 

banana spilt 

death by 

jelly 

phim duff 

sundae 

banoffipfe 

chocolate 

johnny cake 

plum pudding 

Swiss roll 

Battenberg cake 

devil's food cake 

junket 

popover 

syllabub 

bavarofe 

Dobos torte 

khlr 

poundcake 

tapioca pudding 

Berliner 

donut 

kissel 

profiteroles 

tart 

black bun 

doughnut 

Knickerbocker 

queen cake 

tartufo 

Black Forest 

drop scone 

Glory 

queen of puddings 

tea bread 

gateau 

dumpling 

koeksister 

ras maiai 

tipsy cake 

blancmange 

Dundee cake 

lady's finger 

rice pudding 

tiramisu 

bombe 

Eccies cake 

lamington 

rock cake 

torte 

brack 

eclair 

lardy cake 

roly-poly 

trifle 

bread pudding 

egg custard 

layer cake 

Sachertorte 

turnover 

bread-and-butter 

Eve's pudding 

macedoine 

sago pudding 

tutti-frutti 

pudding 

fairy cake 

Madeira cake 

Sally Lunn 

upside-down cake 

Brown Betty 

fancy 

madelelne 

sandwich (cake) 

Victoria sponge 

brownie 

fiml 

marble cake 

savarin 

waffle 

butterfly cake 

flapjack 

marquise 

scone 

water ice 

cabinet pudding 

floating island 

meringue 

seed cake 

whip 

cassata 

flummery 

milk pudding 

semolina 

yogurt 

charlotte 

fool 

miltefeuilte 

shoofty pie 

yule log 

charlotte russe 

frangipane 

Mississippi mud 

shortcake 

zabaglione 

cheesecake 

fruit cocktail 

pie 

simnel cake 


cobbler 

fruit salad 

moon cake 

singing hinny 


college pudding 

frumenty 

mousse 

snowball 


compote 

funnel cake 

mousseline 

sorbet 




up © political calculations assessment, judge- 
ment, forecast, projection, prediction 

calendar ►noun Q almanac See lists at chi 
nese calendar, month, zodiac Qmy social cal- 
endar schedule, programme, diary 

calibre ►noun ©a man of his calibre, quality, 
merit, distinction, stature, excellence, pre- 
eminence, ability, expertise, talent, capability, 
capacity, proficiency ©rugby of this calibre 
standard, level, quality 0 the calibre of a gun 
bore, diameter, gauge 

call ► verb Q'Waitfor me 1 ' she called cry (out), 
shout, yell, bellow, roar, bawl, scream, vocifer- 
ate. informal holler ©Mum called me in the mom - 
ing- wake (up), awaken, rouse, Brit informal knock 
up, poetic I literary waken ©I 71 call you tomorrow 
phone, telephone, get someone on the phone, 
give someone a call; Bnt ring (up), give some- 
one a ring; informal call up, give someone a 
buzz, Bnt informal give someone a bell/tinkle, get 
someone on the blower; N Amer informal get 
someone on the horn. ©Rose called a taxi' sum- 
mon, send for, order, ©he called at Ashgrove Cot- 
tage: pay a (brief) visit to, visit, pay a call on, 
call/drop/look in on, drop/stop by, pop mto. 
©the prime minister called a meeting: convene, 
summon, assemble; formal convoke. © they called 
their daughter Hannah, name, christen, baptize, 
designate, style, term, dub; formal denominate. 
©/ would call him a friend: describe as, regard 
as. look on as, consider to be. 


► noun ©1 heard calls from the auditorium cry, 
shout, yell, roar, scream, exclamation, vocifer- 
ation, informal holler © the call of the water rati 
cry, song, sound ©17/ give you a call tomorrow 
phone call, telephone call, Bnt ring; informal 
buzz, Bnt informal bell, tinkle ©he paid a call on 
Harold visit, social call @a call for party unity 
appeal, request, plea, entreaty © the last call for 
passengers on flight BA701. summons, request 
© there’s no call for that kind of language need, 
necessity, reason, justification, excuse Q there's 
no call for expensive wine here demand, desire, 
market © the call of the Cairngorms • attraction, 
appeal, lure, allure, spell, pull, draw 

■ call for Q desperate times call for desperate 
measures require, need, necessitate; justify, 
warrant 0111 call for you around seven: pick up, 
collect, fetch 

■ call something off cancel, abandon, scrap, 
drop, axe, informal scrub, nix, N Amer. informal 
redline 

■ call on ©I might call on her later, visit, pay a 
call on, go and see, look/drop in on; N Amer 
visit with; informal look up, pop in on ©he 
called on the government to hold a plebiscite, appeal 
to, ask, request, petition, urge, ©we are able to 
call on qualified staff: have recourse to, avail 
oneself of, draw on, make use of. 

■ call the shots be in charge, be in control, 
be at the helm/wheel, be in the driving seat, 
pull the strings; informal run the show, be the 
boss 
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■ call to mind ©this calls to mind Cezanne’s 
works: evoke, bring to mind, call up. conjure 
up 01 cannot call to mind where I have seen you 
remember, recall, recollect 

■ call someone up Q (informal) Roland called me 
up See call verb sense 3 Q they called up the re - 
semsts- enlist, recruit, conscnpt, US draft ©he 
was called up for the England team select, pick, 
choose, Bnt cap 

■ on call on duty, on standby, available 
call girl ► noun prostitute, whore, sex work- 
er, fille de joie, informal tart, pro, working girl, 
N Amer informal hooker, hustler, euphemistic es- 
cort, masseuse, dated woman of the streets, ar- 
chaic strumpet, harlot, trollop 

calling ► noun profession, occupation, voca- 
tion, career, work, employment, job, business, 
trade, craft, line (of work); archaic employ 
callous ► adjective heartless, unfeeling, uncar- 
ing, cold, cold-hearted, hard, as hard as nails, 
hard-hearted, stony-hearted, insensitive, lack- 
ing compassion, hardbitten, unsympathetic 
-opposites kind, compassionate 
Callow ► adjective immature, inexperienced, ju- 
venile, adolescent, naive, green, raw, untried, 
unworldly, unsophisticated, informal wet behind 
the ears 

-opposites mature 

calm ► adjective Qshe seemed very culm serene, 
tranquil, relaxed, unruffled, unperturbed, un- 
flustered, untroubled, equable, even-tempered, 
placid, unexcitable, unemotional, phlegmatic, 
composed, {cool, calm, and collected), cool- 
headed, self-possessed, informal unflappable, un- 
fazed ©the night was calm windless, still, tran- 
quil, quiet ©the calm waters of the lake tran 
quil, still, smooth, glassy, like a millpond, 
poetic/ literary stilly 

-opposites excited, nervous, stormy 

► noun ©calm prevailed tranquillity, stillness, 
calmness, quiet, quietness, quietude, peace, 
peacefulness ©his usual calm deserted him com 
posure, coolness, calmness, self-possession, 
sangfroid, serenity, tranquillity, equanimity, 
equability, placidness, placidity, informal cool, 
unflappability 

► verb ©1 tried to calm him down soothe, pacify, 
placate, mollify, appease, conciliate, Bnt quiet- 
en (down). Austral square off; poetic/ literary dul- 
cify ©she forced herself to calm down compose 
oneself, recover/ regain one’s composure, con- 
trol oneself, pull oneself together, simmer 
down, cool down/off. take it easy; Bnt quieten 
down; informal get a grip, keep one’s shirt on, 
wind down; N Amer informal chill out, hang/stay 
loose, decompress. 

-opposites excite, upset 
calumny ► noun slander, defamation (of char- 
acter), character assassination, libel, vilifica- 
tion, traducement, obloquy, verbal abuse, re- 
vilement, scurrility; informal mud-slinging; formal 
calumniation; archaic contumely 
camaraderie ►noun friendship, comrade- 
ship, fellowship, companionship, mutual sup- 
port, team spirit, esprit de corps 

camera ► noun. See list. 

camouflage ► noun © pieces cf turf served for 
camouflage: disguise, concealment, ©her indiffer- 
ence was merely camouflage: facade, (false) front, 
smokescreen, cover-up, mask, blind, screen, 
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APS camera 
box camera 
camcorder 
cinecamera 
compact camera 
digital camera 
disc camera 
Catso 

Instant camera 
miniature camera 
minlcam 
movie camera 
pinhole camera 


Polaroid (trademark) 
camera 
reflex camera 
rostrum camera 
single-lens reflex (SIR) 
single-use camera 
speed camera 
Steadlcam (trademark) 
stereocamera 
television camera 
twin-tens reflex 
video camera 
webcam 


masquerade, dissimulation, pretence 

► verb the caravan was camouflaged with branches 
disguise, hide, conceal, keep hidden, mask, 
screen, cover (up) 

camp 1 ►noun ©an army camp bivouac, en- 
campment, campsite, camping ground ©the 
liberal and conservative camps faction, wing, 
group, lobby, caucus, bloc, coterie, sect, cabal 

► verb they camped in a field pitch tents, set up 
camp, encamp, bivouac 

camp 2 ( informal) ►adjective ©a highly camp actor 
effeminate, effete, mincing, informal campy, 
limp-wnsted, Bnt informal poncey Qcamp hu- 
mour exaggerated, theatrical, affected, informal 
over the top, OTT, camped up 
-opposites macho 

■ camp It up posture, behave theatrically/ 
affectedly, overact, informal ham it up 

campaign ►noun QNapoleon's Russian cam- 
paign military operation(s), manoeuvre(s), cru- 
sade, war, battle, offensive, attack ©the cam- 
paign to reduce vehicle emissions crusade, drive, 
push, struggle, operation, strategy, battle plan 

► verb © they are campaigning for political reform 
crusade, fight, battle, push, press, stnve, strug- 
gle, lobby ©she campaigned as a political out- 
sider run/stand for office, canvass, election- 
eer, N Amer stump 

Campaigner ► noun crusader, fighter, activ- 
ist; champion, advocate, promoter 

can ► noun tin, canister; jerrycan, oilcan 

Canada ► noun. See list 

canal ►noun Qbarges chugged up the canal in 
land waterway, watercourse ©the ear canal 
duct, tube, passage 

cancel ►vert ©the match was cancelled' call 
off, abandon, scrap, drop, axe, informal scrub, 
nix; N Amer informal redline ©his visa has been 
cancelled: annul, invalidate, nullify, declare null 
and void, void; revoke, rescind, retract, coun- 
termand. withdraw, Law vacate, discharge 
© rising unemployment cancelled out earlier econom- 
ic gains: neutralize, counterbalance, counteract, 
balance (out), countervail; negate, nullify, wipe 
out, negative. 

cancer ►noun ©most skin cancers are curable. 
malignant growth, cancerous growth, tumour, 
malignancy; technical carcinoma, sarcoma, mela- 
noma, lymphoma, myeloma. 0 racism is a can- 
cer. evil, blight, scourge, poison, canker, 
plague, archaic pestilence. 

-relatbd terms carcinomatous, carcm-. 
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candid I canvass 


Provinces and Territories of 

C a na da 

raoviWCC CAMTM 

Alberta Edmonton 

British Columbia Victoria 

Manitoba Winnipeg 

New Brunswick Fredericton 

Newfoundland and Labrador St John’s 
Nova Scotia Halifax 

Ontario Toronto 

Prince Edward Island Charlottetown 

Quebec Quebec 

Saskatchewan Regina 


TERRITORY CAPITAL 

Northwest Territories Yellowknife 

Nunavut Iqakrit 

Yukon Territory Whitehorse 


Candid ► adjective ©his responses were remark- 
ably candid frank, outspoken, forthright, blunt, 
open, honest, truthful, sincere, direct, plain- 
spoken, bluff, informal upfront, on the level, N 
Amer informal on the up and up, archaic round, 
free-spoken. © candid shots unposed, informal, 
uncontnved, impromptu, natural 
-opposites guarded 

candidate Pnoun o candidates should be 
computer-literate (job) applicant, job-seeker, 
interviewee; contender, nominee, possible. Bnt 
informal runner ©A-level candidates examinee. 
entrant. 

Candour Pnoun frankness, openness, hon- 
esty, candidness, truthfulness, sincerity, forth- 
rightness, directness, plain-spokenness, bluft- 
ness, bluntness, outspokenness, informal telling 
it like it is 

Candy p noun ( N Amer ) See confectionery ( 

Cane Pnoun Qa silver-topped cane ■ (walking) 
stick, staff, alpenstock, crook, Austral /NZ waddy 
© tie the shoot to a cane: stick, stake, upright, 
pole ©hr was been beaten with a cane stick, 
rod, birch, N Amer informal paddle, histoncal fer- 
ule 

P vert) Matthew was caned for bullying- beat, strike, 
hit, flog, thrash, lash, birch, flagellate; informal 
give someone a hiding, larrup; N Amer informal 
whale 

canker Pnoun Q tfus plant is susceptible to can- 
ker. fungal disease, plant rot, blight, ©ear can- 
kers: ulcer, ulceration, infection, sore, abscess 
© racism remains a canker See cancer sense 2 

cannabis Pnoun marijuana, hashish, bhang, 
hemp, kif, ganja, sinsemilla, skunkweed; infor- 
mal hash, dope, grass, skunk, pot, blow, draw, 
the weed, reefer Bnt informal wacky baccy, N 
Amer informal locoweed 

cannibal p noun maneater, people-eater 

cannon Pnoun mounted gun, field gun. piece 
of artillery; mortar, howitzer; histoncal canon- 
ade, bombard, culvenn, falconet, serpentine; 
Brit, histoncal pom-pom. 

► verb the couple behind cannoned into us: collide 
with, hit, run into, crash into, plough mto. 


cannonade Pnoun bombardment, shelling, 
gunfire, artillery fire, barrage, pounding 
canny p adjective shrewd, astute, smart, sharp, 
sharp-witted, discerning, penetrating, discrim- 
inating. perceptive, perspicacious, wise, saga- 
cious, cunning, crafty, wily; N Amer as sharp as 
a tack; informal savvy; Bnt informal suss, sussed; N 
Amer informal heads-up, dated long-headed; rare ar- 
gute 

-opposites foolish 

canoe p noun kayak, dugout, outrigger, 
bidarka, pirogue, waka 

canon 1 p noun Q the canons of fair play and equal 
opportunity principle, rule, law, tenet, precept, 
standard, convention, criterion, measure ©a 
set of ecclesiastical canons law, decree, edict, stat- 
ute, dictate, decretal ©the Shakespeare canon 
(list of) works, writings, oeuvre 
canon 2 p nouna canon assists the bishop prebend 
ary, minor canon 

canonical P adjective ©the canonical method 
recognized, authoritative, authorized, accept- 
ed, sanctioned, approved, established, ortho- 
dox © canonical rites according to ecclesias 
tical law, official, sanctioned See list 
-opposites unorthodox 

Canonical Hours 

matins terce none compline 

lauds sext vespers 

Canonize ► verb ©the saint was canonized be 
atify, declare to be a saint © we canonize free- 
dom of speech glorify, acclaim, regard as sac- 
red. enshrine 

canopy Pnoun awning, shade, sunshade, bal- 
dachin, tester, chuppah, velarium 
cant 1 Pnoun © religious cant hypocrisy, sancti- 
moniousness, sanctimony, humbug, pietism 
Q thieves’ cant slang, jargon, idiom, argot, pat- 
ois, speech, terminology, language, informal 
lingo, -speak, -ese 

Cant 2 P verb the deck canted some twenty degrees 
tilt, lean, slant, slope, incline, tip, list, bank, 
heel 

Pnoun the cant of the walls slope, slant, tilt, 
angle, inclination 

cantankerous p adjective bad-tempered, iras- 
cible, irritable, grumpy, grouchy, crotchety, 
tetchy, testy, crusty, curmudgeonly, ill- 
tempered, ill-humoured, peevish, cross, frac- 
tious, pettish, crabbed, crabby, pnckly, touchy, 
informal snappish, snappy, chippy; Bnt informal 
shirty, stroppy, narky, ratty, N Amer informal 
cranky, ornery. Austral /NZ informal snaky; informal, 
dated miffy 
-oppositbs affable 

canteen Pnoun ©the staff canteen, restaur- 
ant. cafeteria, refectory, mess hall; Brit Military 
NAAFI; N. Amer lunchroom, ©a canteen o/ water 
container, flask, bottle. 

canvass Pverb ©he’s canvassing for the Green 
Party: campaign, electioneer; N Amer stump. Bnt 
informal doorstep, ©they promised to canvass all 
members : poll, question, ask, survey, interview. 
© the/re canvassing support: seek, try to obtain, 
©early retirement was canvassed as a solution: pro- 
pose. suggest, discuss, debate, consider. 
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canyon ► noun ravine, gorge, gully, defile, 
couloir, chasm, abyss, gulf; N Amer gulch, cou- 
lee. 

cap ►noun Qa white plastic cap * lid, top. stop- 
per, cork, bung, spile, N Amer stopple ©cap 
and gown mortar board, academic cap, Bnt 
square; dated trencher ©the cap on spending 
(upper) limit, ceiling; curb, check 
► verb O mountains capped with snow top, crown, 
cover, coat ©his innings capped a great day 
round off, crown, be a fitting climax to © they 
tried to cap each other's stones beat, better, im- 
prove on, surpass, outdo, outshine, top, up- 
stage © (Bnt ) he was capped for England choose, 
select, pick, give someone the nod 0 budgets 
will be capped, set a limit on, limit, restrict, 
curb, control, peg 

capability ► noun ability, capacity, power, po- 
tential, competence, proficiency, accomplish- 
ment, adeptness, aptitude, faculty, experience, 
skill, skilfulness, talent, flair, informal know-how 

capable ► adjective a very capable young woman 
competent, able, efficient, effective, proficient, 
accomplished, adept, handy, experienced, skil- 
ful. skilled, talented, gifted, informal useful, rare 
habile 

-opposites incompetent 
■ be capable of ©I’m quite capable of looking 
after myself have the ability to, be equal to (the 
task of), be up to, informal have what it takes to 
©the strange events are capable of rational explan- 
ation be open/susceptible to, admit of. allow 
of 

capacious ►adjective roomy, spacious, 
ample, big, large, sizeable, generous, formal 
commodious 

-opposites cramped, small 

capacity ►noun ©the capacity of the freezer 
volume, size, magnitude, dimensions, measure- 
ments, proportions © his capacity to inspire 
trust See capability ©in his capacity as 
Commander-in-Chief position, post, job, office, 
role, function 

capo 1 ►noun a woollen cape cloak, mantle, 
cope, wrap, stole, tippet, poncho, histoncal pe- 
lisse, pelenne. mantlet 

Capo 2 ►noun the ship rounded the cape head 
land, promontory, point, head, foreland, horn, 
hook, bill, ness, mull 

Capor ►verb children were capenng about skip, 
dance, romp, fhsk, gambol, cavort, prance, 
frolic, leap, hop, jump, rare curvet, rollick 

► noun ©she did a little caper dance, skip, hop, 
leap, jump, curvet, gambado © ( informal) I'm too 
old for this kind of caper escapade, stunt, prank, 
trick, mischief, antics, high jinks, skylarking, 
informal lark, shenanigans. 

capital ► noun ©Warsaw is the capital of Poland 
first city, seat of government, metropolis See 
list at country, ©he had enough capital to pull 
off the deal: money, finance(s), funds, the where- 
withal, the means, assets, wealth, resources, in- 
vestment capital; informal dough, bread, loot; Bnt 
informal dosh, brass, lolly, spondulicks; US Informal 
greenbacks; N Amer informal bucks; Austral / NZ in- 
formal Oscar © he wrote the name in capitals: cap- 
ital letter, uppercase letter, block capital; in- 
formal cap. 

► adjective Q capital letters’ upper-case, block. 


canyon | captivity 

© (informal, dated) he's a really capital fellow See 
splendid sense 2. 

capitalism ►noun private enterprise, free 
enterprise, the free market 
-opposites communism 

capitalist ► noun financier, investor, industri- 
alist; magnate, tycoon 

capitalize ►verb the capacity to capitalize new 
ventures : finance, fund, underwrite, provide 
capital for, back, N Amer informal bankroll, stake 
■ capitalize on take advantage of. profit 
from, make the most of, exploit, informal cash in 
on. 

capitulate ►verb surrender, give m, yield, 
concede defeat, give up the struggle, submit, 
lay down one’s arms, raise/show the white 
flag, throw in the towel/sponge 
-opposites resist, hold out 

caprice ►noun ©his wife's caprices whim, 
whimsy, vagary, fancy, fad, quirk, eccentricity, 
foible © the staff tired of his caprice fickleness, 
changeableness, volatility, capriciousness, un- 
predictability 

capricious ► adjective fickle, inconstant, 
changeable, variable, mercurial, volatile, un- 
predictable, temperamental, whimsical, fanci- 
ful, flighty, quirky, faddish 
-opposites consistent 

capsize ►verb overturn, turn over, turn up- 
side down, upend, flip/tip/keel over, turn tur- 
tle, Nautical pitchpole, archaic overset 
-opposites nght 

Capsule ►noun ©he swallowed a capsule pill, 
tablet, lozenge, pastille, drop, informal tab Qthe 
bottle’s capsule cover, seal. cap. top ©a space 
capsule module, craft, probe 

Captain ►noun ©the ship’s captain command 
er. master, informal skipper ©the team’s captain 
leader, head, informal boss, skipper ©a captain 
of industry magnate, tycoon, industrialist, chief, 
head, leader, principal, informal boss, number 
one. bigwig, big shot/gun. honcho, top dog, N 
Amer informal kahuna, top banana 

► verb a vessel captained by a cut-throat command, 
run, be in charge of, control, manage, govern, 
informal skipper 

caption ► noun title, heading, wording, head, 
legend, rubric, slogan 

captious ► adjective critical, fault-finding, 
quibbling, cavilling, hypercritical, pedantic, 
hair-splitting, informal nit-picking, pernickety 
-opposites forgiving 

captlvatO ►verb enthral, charm, enchant, 
bewitch, fascinate, beguile, entrance, enrap- 
ture, delight, attract, allure 
-opposites repel, bore 

captive ►noun release the captives prisoner, 
convict, detainee, inmate, prisoner of war, 
POW, internee, informal jailbird, con; Bnt informal 
(old) lag, N Amer mfonnal yardbird 

► adjective captive wild animals’ confined, caged, in- 
carcerated, locked up, jailed, imprisoned, in 
prison, interned, detained, in captivity, under 
lock and key, behind bars. 

captivity ►noun imprisonment, confinement, 
mtemment, incarceration, detention; archaic 
duress, durance. 

-oppositbs freedom 


captor | care 
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captor ► noun jailer, guard, incarcerator, 
keeper. 

capture ► verb O the spy was captured in Mos- 
cow" catch, apprehend, seize, arrest; take 
pnsoner/captive, imprison, detain, put/throw 
in jail, put behind bars, put under lock and 
key, incarcerate, informal nab, collar, lift, pick 
up, pull in, Brit Informal nick Q guerrillas captured 
a strategic district • occupy, invade, conquer, 
seize, take (possession of). Qthe music captured 
the atmosphere of a summer morning", express, re- 
produce, represent, encapsulate ©the tales of 
pirates captured the children's imaginations en 
gage, attract, catch, seize, hold 
—opposites free 

► noun he tried to evade capture arrest, apprehen- 
sion, seizure, being taken pnsoner/captive, im- 
pnsonment 

car *noun Qhe drove up m his car motor (car), 
automobile, informal wheels, N Amor, informal auto 
See list Qthe dining car carriage, coach. Bnt 
saloon. See list at train 


Cars 


automatic 

kit car 

soft top 

bubble car 

Itmousme 

sports car 

cabriolet 

low-rider 

sportster 

compact 

microcar 

sport utility 

concept car 

multi-purpose 

vehicle 

convertible 

vehicle 

(SUV) 

coup* 

(MPV) 

station 

cruiser 

notchback 

wagon 

dragster 

off-roa der 

stock car 

drophead 

people 

stretch ftmo 

estate 

carrier 

supercar 

fastback 

racing car 

supermini 

four-wheel 

rag top 

taiga 

drive 

rally car 

taxi 

CTI 

roadster 

tourer 

hardtop 

runabout 

touring car 

fHKCnMCK 

saloon 


hotrod 

sedan 



carafe *noun flask, jug, pitcher, decanter, 
flagon. 

caravan ► noun Qa fishing holiday m a caravan 
mobile home, camper, caravanette, N Amer 
trailer, Bnt trademark Dormobile 0 a gypsy cara- 
van. wagon, covered cart Qa refugee caravan. 
convoy, procession, column, tram 
carbuncle ► noun BOIL, sore, abscess, pustule. 

wen, whitlow, technical furuncle 
carcass >noun Qa lamb carcass corpse, 
(dead) body, remains; Medicine cadaver; informal 
stiff; archaic corse. 0 {Informal) shift your carcass. 
body, self; informal backside; N Amer informal butt, 
card ► noun Qa piece of stiff card: cardboard, 
pasteboard, board 0/U send her a card" greet 
ings card, postcard. ©she produced her card 
identification, ID. credentials; business card, 
©she paid with her card: credit card, debit card, 
cash card, swipe card; infernal plastic. 0the 
cards were dealt: playing card; (cards) pack of 
cards. See lists here and at poker, suit. Q (infor- 
mal, dated) he said she was a card: eccentric, char- 
acter, joker, wit, wag, jester, clown; informal 
laugh, scream, hoot, riot; informal, dated caution, 
s give tomtom thalr cards (Bnt informal) dis- 
miss. get rid of. lay off, make redundant, let 


someone go, discharge; informal sack, fire, kick/ 
boot out, give someone their marching orders, 
give someone the (old) heave-ho, give someone 
the elbow/push 

Bon the cards ( informal) likely, possible, prob- 
able, expected, in the wind, in the offing 


Card Games 

alt fours 
auction bridge 
baccarat 

beggar-my-neighbour 

beztque 

blackjack 

Black Marla 

Boston 

brag 

bridge 

canasta 

Canfield 

cheat 

chemin de fer 
cooncan 
cribbage 
donkey 

duplicate bridge 

£carte 

euchre 

fan-tan 

faro 

five hundred 
gfn rummy 
happy families 
hearts 
high-low 
hoy 

ktobbiyos 

Klondike 

lansquenet 

loo 

Michigan 

monte 

nap' 

napoleon 

Newmarket 


old maid 

ombre 

pangulngue 

patience 

Pedro Sancho 

Peimanism 

penny ante 

pinochle 

piquet 

pitch 

poker 

pontoon 

Pope Joan 

primero 

qulrue 

racing demon 

red dog 

rouge etnolr 

rubber bridge 

rummy 

Russian Bank 

short whist 

skat 

skin 

snap 

solitaire 

solo whist 

strip Jack naked 

strip poker 

stud poker 

thirty-one 

three-card monte 

trente et quarante 

twenty-one 

twenty-five 

vingt-et-un 

whist 


cardinal ► adjective fundamental, basic, main, 
chief, primary, prime, principal, paramount, 
pre-eminent, highest, key, essential 
-opposites unimportant. 

Care ► noun Qthe care of the child safe keeping, 
supervision, custody, chaige, protection, con- 
trol, responsibility; guardianship, wardship 
0 handle with care: caution, carefulness, heed- 
fulness, heed, attention, attentiveness, ©she 
chose her words with care: discretion, judicious- 
ness, forethought, thought, regard, heed, mind- 
fulness; accuracy, precision ©the cares of the 
day: worry, anxiety, trouble, concern, stress, 
pressure, strain; sorrow, woe, hardship. 0 con- 
stant care for others: concern, consideration, 
thought, regard, solicitude. 

-opposites neglect, carelessness. 

► verb the teachers didn't care about our work: be 
concerned, worry (oneself), trouble/ concern 
oneself, bother, mind, be interested; informal 
give a damn/hoot/rap. 

Bear* for Qhe cores for his children: love, be 
fond of. be devoted to, treasure, adore, dote 
on, think the world of, worship, idolize. 
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©would you care for a cup of coffee ? like, want, 
desire, fancy, feel like. 0 the hospice cares for the 
terminally fll: look after, take care of, tend, at' 
tend to, minister to, nurse; be responsible for, 
keep safe, keep an eye on. 

Career ► noun Qa business career profession, 
occupation, vocation, calling, employment, line 
(of work), walk of life, mitier Qa chequered 
career existence, life, course, passage, path. 

► adjectlva a career politician professional, per- 
manent, full-time 

► verb they careered down the hill rush, hurtle, 
streak, shoot, race, bolt, dash, speed, run, 
whizz, zoom, flash, blast, charge, hare, fly, 
pelt, go like the wind; informal belt, scoot, tear, 
zap, zip, whip, go like a bat out of hell, Bnt in - 
formal bomb, bucket; N Amer informal hightail, 
clip 

carefree ►adjective unworried, untroubled, 
blithe, airy, nonchalant, insouciant, happy-go- 
lucky, free and easy, easy-going, relaxed, informal 
laid-back 

-opposites careworn 

careful ►adjective Qbe careful when you go up 
the stain cautious, heedful, alert, attentive, 
watchful, vigilant, wary, on guard, circum- 
spect Q Roland was careful of his reputation mind 
ful, heedful, protective ©careful with money 
prudent, thnfty, economical, sparing, frugal, 
scrimping, abstemious, informal stingy Q careful 
consideration of the facts attentive, conscien- 
tious, painstaking, meticulous, diligent, assidu- 
ous, sedulous, scrupulous, punctilious, method- 
ical, informal pernickety, archaic nice 
-opposites careless, extravagant 

careless ►adjective O careless motorists in 
attentive, incautious, negligent, remiss, heed- 
less. irresponsible, impetuous, reckless Q care- 
less work shoddy, slapdash, slipshod, scrappy, 
slovenly, sloppy, negligent, lax, slack, disorgan- 
ized. hasty, humed; informal slap-happy ©a 
careless remark thoughtless, insensitive, indis- 
creet. unguarded, incautious, inadvertent 
©she was very careless of investments ■ negligent, 
heedless, improvident, unconcerned, indiffer- 
ent, oblivious. © careless masculine grace unstud 
ied, artless, casual, effortless, nonchalant, in- 
souciant, languid 
-opposites careful, meticulous 

caress ►verb stroke, touch, fondle, brush, 
skim, nuzzle. 

caretaker ►noun janitor, attendant, porter, 
custodian, concierge, N Amer superintendent 

► adjective the caretaker manager, temporary, 
short-term, provisional, substitute, acting, in- 
terim, pro tern, stand-in, fill-m, stopgap; N 
Amer informal pinch-hitting. 

-opposites permanent 

careworn ►adjective worried, anxious, har- 
assed, strained, stressed, drained, drawn, 
gaunt, haggard; informal hassled. 

-opposites carefree. 

cargo ► noun freight, load, haul, consignment, 
delivery, shipment; goods, merchandise; archaic 
lading. 

caricature ► noun a caricature of the Prime Min- 
ister cartoon, parody, satire, lampoon, bur- 
lesque; informal send-up, take-off. 

► verb she has turned to caricaturing her fellow actors: 


parody, satirize, lampoon, make fun of, bur- 
lesque, informal send up, take off. 

caring ►adjective kind, kind-hearted, warm- 
hearted, tender, concerned, attentive, thought- 
ful, solicitous, considerate; affectionate, loving, 
doting, fond; sympathetic, understanding, com- 
passionate, feeling 
-opposites cruel 

carnage ►noun slaughter, massacre, mass 
murder, butchery, bloodbath, bloodletting, 
holocaust, pogrom, ethnic cleansing 

carnal ►adjactiva sexual, sensual, erotic, lust- 
ful. lascivious, libidinous, lecherous, licentious, 
physical, bodily, corporeal, fleshly 
-opposites spiritual 

carnival ► noun O the town’s carnival festival, 
fiesta, f£te, gala, jamboree, celebration Q(N 
Amer) he worked at a carnival funfair, circus, 
fair, amusement show. 

carnivorous ►adjactiva meat-eating, preda- 
tory. of prey 
-opposites herbivorous 

carol ►noun children sang carols Christmas 
song, hymn, canticle 

► verb Boris carolled happily sing, tnll, warble, 
chirp, archaic wassail 

carouse ► verb drink and make merry, go on a 
drinking bout, go on a spree; revel, celebrate, 
roister, informal booze, go boozing, binge, go on 
a binge, go on a bender, paint the town red, 
party, rave, make whoopee, whoop it up, Brrt in- 
formal go on the bevvy; archaic wassail 

carp ►verb complain, cavil, grumble, grouse, 
whine, bleat, nag; informal gnpe, grouch, beef, 
bellyache, moan, bitch, whmge, Bnt informal be 
on at someone, N English informal mither, N Amer 
informal kvetch 
-opposites praise 

carpenter ► noun woodworker, joiner, 
cabinet-maker, Bnt informal chippy 

carpet ►noun ©a Turkish carpet rug, mat, 
matting, floor covering See list Qa carpet of 
wild flowers covering, blanket, layer, cover, 
cloak, mantle 

► verb ©the gravel was carpeted in moss cover, 
coat, overlay, overspread, blanket Q(Bnt infor- 
mal) an officer was carpeted for leaking information 
See reprimand verb 


Carpets and Rugs 


Aubusson 

kaross 

shag 

Axmireter,*. 

Kidderminster 

sheepskin 

bearskin 

tdUm 

Soumek 

broadloom 

Kkroan 

tigwwddn 

Bassets 

numdah 

Turkish 

dhurrie 

Persian 

ttatoman 

drugget 

prayer met 

- *-«■ 

Wmwl 

Meet! 

or rug 

vase* 

hearthrug 

nmner 

Wilton 

ingrain 

Savonnerte 

Yarkand 


carriage ►noun Qa railway carriage: coach, 
car; Bnt saloon. See list at train Qa hone and 
carriage ■ wagon, hackney, hansom, gig, landau, 
trap. See list, ©the carriage of bikes on trains- 
transport, transportation, conveyance, carry- 
ing, movement, shipment, ©an erect carriage: 
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POSTURE, 

bearing, stance. 

gait, attitude, man- 

ner, demeanour, Bnt deportment 

Carriages and Carts 


barouche 

coup* 

phaeton 

brake 

covered 

post-chaise 

breaking cart wagon 

prairie 

brftzka 

curricle 

schooner 

brougham 

dogcart 

rickshaw 

buckboard 

dray 

stagecoach 

buggy 

, droshky 

stanhope 

cab 

fiacre 

sulky 

cabriolet 

*y 

surrey 

caleche 

four-in-hand 

tarantass 

caravan 

gharry 

tilbury 

carriole 

gig 

trailer 

chaise 

hackney 

trap 

chariot 

handcart 

trishaw 

clarence 

hansom 

tumbril 

coach 

haywain 

unicorn 

coach-and- 

jaunting car 

Victoria 

four 

Jlnker 

vis-d-vis 

Conestoga 

landau 

wagon 

wagon 

oxcart 

wagonette 

carrier ► 

noun bearer, conveyor, transporter, 


porter, courier, haulier 

carry ^verb ©she carried the box into the kitchen 
convey, transfer, move, take, bnng, bear, lug, 
fetch; informal cart, hump ©a coach operator 
carrying 12 million passengers a year transport, 
convey, move, handle 0 satellites carry the signal 
over the Atlantic transmit, conduct, relay, com- 
municate. convey, dispatch, beam © the dinghy 
can carry the weight of the baggage support, sus- 
tain, stand; prop up, shore up, bolster Qman - 
agers carry most responsibility undertake, accept, 
assume, bear, shoulder, take on (oneself) 
©she was carrying his baby be pregnant with, 
bear, expect, technical be gravid with ©she ear- 
ned herself with assurance conduct, bear, hold, 
act, behave, acquit, formal comport, archaic de- 
port ©a resolution was carried approve, vote 
for, accept, endorse, ratify, agree to. assent to, 
rubber-stamp, informal OK, give the thumbs up 
to. 01 earned the whole audience win over, sway, 
convince, persuade, influence, motivate, stimu- 
late. 0 today's paper carried an article on housing 
policy publish, print, communicate, distribute, 
broadcast, transmit CD we carry a wide range 
sell, stock, keep (in stock), offer, have (for 
sale), retail, supply ©most toxtns carry warn- 
ing s. display, bear, exhibit, show, be marked 
with ©it carries a penalty of two years' imprison - 
merit- entail, involve, result m, occasion, have 
as a consequence ©his voice earned across the 
quay : be audible, travel, reach. 

■ be/get carried away lose self-control, get 
overexcited, go too far, informal flip, lose it. 

■ carry someone off kill (off), cause the 
death of, take/end the life of, finish off; informal 
do in. 

■ carry something off ©she carried off four 
awards, win, secure, gain, achieve, collect, infor- 
mal land, net, bag, scoop. 0 he has carried it off: 
succeed, triumph, be victorious, be successful, 
do well, make good, informal crack it. 

■ carry on Qthey carried on arguing: continue. 
keep (on), go on; persist in, persevere m; infor - 
maff stick with/at. © (informal) the English way of 


carrying on behave, act, conduct oneself, acquit 
oneself; formal comport oneself, archaic deport 
oneself Q ( informal) she was carrying on with other 
men- have an affair, commit adulteiy, have a 
fling, informal play around, mess about/around, 
Bnt informal play away, N Amer informal fool 
around © ( informal) I was always carrying on mis 
behave, behave badly, get up to mischief, cause 
trouble, get up to no good, be naughty, clown 
about/around, fool about/around, mess about/ 
around, informal act up, Bnt informal muck about/ 
around, play up 

■ carry something on engage in. conduct, 
undertake, be involved in, carry out, perform 

■ carry something out ©they earned out a 
Caesarean conduct, perform, implement, exe- 
cute ©/ carried out my promise to her fulfil, 
carry through, honour, redeem, make good, 
keep, observe, abide by. comply with, adhere 
to, stick to, keep faith with. 

carry-on ► noun (Bnt informal) fuss, commotion, 
trouble, bother, excitement, palaver, mfonnal 
hoo-ha, ballyhoo, song and dance, perform- 
ance, kerfuffle 

Cart ►noun ©a horse-drawn cart wagon, car- 
nage, dray, archaic wain See list at carriage 
©a man with a cart took their luggage handcart, 
pushcart, trolley, barrow 

► verb ( informal) he had the wreckage carted away 
transport, convey, haul, move, shift, take, 
carry, lug, heft, informal hump 

carton ► noun box. package, cardboard box, 
container, pack, packet 

Cartoon ►noun ©a cartoon of the Pnme Minis- 
ter: caricature, parody, lampoon, satire, informal 
take-off, send-up ©he was reading canoons. 
comic strip, comic, graphic novel 0they 
watched cartoons on television animated film, ani- 
mation © detailed cartoons for a full-size portrait 
sketch, rough, outline, preliminaiy drawing, 
underdrawing; Computing wireframe. 

Cartridge ► noun ©a toner cartridge cassette. 
magazine, canister, container, ©a rifle cart- 
ridge bullet, round, shell, charge, shot 
carve ►verb ©he carved horn handles sculpt, 
sculpture; cut, hew, whittle; form, shape, fash- 
ion. ©/ carved my initials on the tree engrave, 
etch, incise, score ©he carved the roast chicken 
slice, cut up. chop 

■ carve something up divide, partition, ap- 
portion, subdivide, split up, break up, share 
out, dole out, informal divvy up 

cawing ► noun sculpture, model, statue, 
statuette, figure, figunne 
-RELATBD TERMS glyptic 

cascade ►noun waterfall, cataract, falls, 
rapids, white water 

► verb rain cascaded from the roof pour, gush, 
surge, spill, stream, flow, issue, spurt, jet 

case 1 ►noun ©a classic case of overreaction, in- 
stance, occurrence, manifestation, demonstra- 
tion, exposition, exhibition, example, illustra- 
tion. specimen, sample, exemplification. Qif 
that is the case I will have to find somebody else: 
situation, position, state of affairs, the lie of 
the land; circumstances, conditions, facts, how 
things stand; Bnt state of play, informal score. 
0 the officers on the case: investigation, enquiry, 
examination, exploration, probe, search, in- 
quest. © urgent cases: patient, sick person, in- 
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valid, sufferer, victim. 0he lost his case law 
suit, (legal) action, legal dispute, suit, trial, 
legal/judicial proceedings, litigation ©a strong 
case, argument, contention, reasoning, logic, 
defence, justification, vindication, exposition, 
thesis 

case 2 ►noun O a cigarette case container, box, 
canister, receptacle, holder, dated etui ©a seed 
cose casing, cover, covering, sheath, sheathing, 
envelope, sleeve, jacket, integument Q(Bnt) 
she threw some clothes into a case: suitcase, (trav- 
elling) bag, valise, portmanteau, (cases) lug- 
gage, baggage Qa case of wine crate, box, 
pack, ©a glass display case * cabinet, cupboard 

► verb Qthe rifle is cased in wood cover, surround, 
encase, sheathe, envelop © (informal) a thief cos - 
ing the joint reconnoitre, inspect, examme, 
survey, explore, informal recce, check out 

cash ►noun Qa wallet stuffed with cash money, 
currency, hard cash, (bank) notes, coins, 
change; N Amer bills, informal dough, bread, loot, 
moolah, Bnt informal dosh, brass, lolly, readies, 
spondulicks, US informal greenbacks, N Amer infor- 
mal bucks, dinero. Austral /NZ informal Oscar, Bnt 
dated lsd ©a lack of cash finance, money, re- 
sources, funds, assets, the means, the where- 
withal 

-opposites cheque, credit 

► verb the bank cashed her cheque exchange, 
change, convert into cash/money, honour, pay, 
accept, Bnt encash 

■ cash In on take advantage of. exploit, 
milk, make money from, profit from, informal 
make a killing out of 

cashier 1 ►noun the cashier took the cheque 
clerk, bank clerk, teller, banker, treasurer, 
bursar, purser 

cashier 2 ► verb ( Military ) he was found guilty and 
cashiered, dismiss, discharge, expel, throw/cast 
out, get rid of, informal sack, fire, kick/boot out, 
give someone their marching orders, give 
someone the bullet, give someone the elbow/ 
push. 

casing ►noun cover, case, shell, envelope, 
sheath, sheathing, sleeve, jacket, housing 
casino ► noun gambling house, gambling club, 
gambling den, dated gaming house 

cask ► noun barrel, keg, butt. tun. vat, drum, 
hogshead, histoncal puncheon, firkin 

casket ►noun Qa small casket box, chest, 
case, container, receptacle ©(A/ Amer) the cas- 
ket of a dead soldier coffin, informal box, humorous 
wooden overcoat 

cast ►verb Qhe cost the stone into the stream 
throw, toss, fling, pitch, hurl, lob, informal 
chuck, slmg, bung, dated shy © fishermen cost 
their nets spread, throw, open out. ©she cast a 
fearful glance over her shoulder, direct, shoot, 
throw, send Q each citizen cast a vote, register, 
record, enter, file, vote ©the fire cast a soft 
light: emit, give off, send out, radiate, ©the .fig- 
ures cast shadows: form, create, produce; project, 
throw ©the stags’ antlers are cast each year 
shed, lose, discard, slough off ©a figure cast by 
hand, mould, fashion, form, shape, model; 
sculpt, sculpture, forge, ©they were cast as 
extras' choose, select, pick, name, nominate. 

► noun Oa cast of the writer’s hand : mould, die, 
matrix, shape, casting, model, ©a cast of the 
dice: throw, toss, fling, pitch, hurl, lob; informal 


chuck, sling, bung, dated shy ©an enquiring cost 
of mind: type, sort, kind, character, variety, 
class, style, stamp, nature Qa cost in one eye- 
squint, strabismus ©the cast of ‘ The Barber of 
Seville' 1 actors, performers, players, company, 
dramatis personae, characters. 

■ cast something aside discard, reject, 
throw away/out, get rid of, dispose of. aban- 
don 

■ cast someone away shipwreck, wreck; 
strand, leave stranded, maroon 

■ cast down depressed, downcast, unhappy, 
sad. miserable, gloomy, down, low, dejected, 
dispirited, discouraged, disheartened, down- 
hearted, demoralized, disconsolate, crestfallen, 
despondent; informal blue 

caste ► noun (social) class, social order, rank, 
level, stratum, echelon, status, dated estate, sta- 
tion See list 

Hindu Castes 

Brahman (priest) 

Kshatrfya (warrior) 

Vatsya (merchant or farmer) 

Sudra (labourer) 

Dalit or Hafljan ('scheduled caste’; ’untouchables*) 


castigate ►verb ( formal ) reprimand, rebuke, 
admonish, chastise, chide, upbraid, reprove, re- 
proach, scold, berate, take to task, lambaste, 
give someone a piece of one’s mind, haul over 
the coals, censure, informal tell off, give someone 
an earful, give someone a roasting, rap some- 
one on the knuckles, slap someone’s wnst, 
dress down, bawl out, give someone hell, blow 
up at, pitch into, lay into, blast. Bnt informal tick 
off. have a go at, carpet, tear someone off a 
strip, give someone what for, give someone a 
rocket, N Amer informal chew out. ream out; Aus- 
tral mfonnal monster; dated give someone a rat- 
ing, rare reprehend, objurgate 
-opposites praise, commend 

castle ► noun fortress, fort, stronghold, forti- 
fication, keep, citadel 

castrate ►verb neuter, geld, cut, desex, ster- 
ilize, fix, N Amer & Austral alter, Bnt informal doc- 
tor, archaic emasculate. 

casual ►adjective Qa casual attitude to life, in 
different, apathetic, uncaring, unconcerned, 
lackadaisical, blase, nonchalant, insouciant, off- 
hand, flippant, easy-going, free and easy, 
blithe, carefree, devil-may-care, mfomial laid- 
back. ©a casual remark offhand, spontaneous, 
unpremediteted, unthinking, unconsidered, im- 
promptu, throwaway, unguarded, informal off- 
the-cuff ©a casual glance cursory, perfunc- 
tory, superficial, passing, fleeting, hasty, brief, 
quick Qa casual acquaintance 1 slight, superfi- 
cial. 0 casual work temporary, part-time, free- 
lance, impermanent, irregular, occasional 
0 casual sex promiscuous, recreational, extra- 
marital, free, ©a casual meeting changed his life’ 
chance, accidental, unplanned, unintended, 
unexpected, unforeseen, unanticipated, fortuit- 
ous, serendipitous, adventitious. Qa casual 
shirt, informal, comfortable, leisure, sportif, 
every day; mfonnal sporty. © the inn’s casual atmos- 
phere’ relaxed, friendly, informal, unceremoni- 
ous, easy-going, free and easy; mfonnal laid-back. 
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-opposites careful, planned, formal 

► noun we employ ten casuals temporary worker, 
part-timer, freelance, freelancer; informal temp 

casualty ► noun victim, fatality, loss, MIA, 
(casualties) dead and injured, missing (in ac- 
tion) 

casuistry ► noun sophistry, specious reason* 
ing, speciousness 

cat ► noun feline, tomcat, tom, kitten, mouser, 
informal pussy (cat), puss, kitty, Bnt informal mog- 
gie, mog, archaic gnmalkm See lists 


Domestic Cats 


Abyssinian 

Japanese 

sealpoint 

angora 

Bobtail 

Siamese 

Balinese 

Maine Coon 

smoke 

Birman 

Maltese 

Persian 

Burmese 

Manx 

Somali 

Burmilla 

marmalade 

Sphynx 

chinchilla 

cat 

tabbypoint 

cof outpoint 

Persian 

Tlffanie 

Cornish Rex 

Ragdotl 

Tonkinese 

Devon Rex 

Rex 

Turkish Van 

ginger cat 

Russian Blue 



Wildcats 



bobcat 

Jaguar 

Pallas's cat 

caracal 

jaguarundi 

panther 

catamountain 

jungle cat 

puma 

cheetah 

leopard 

ringtail 

civet 

liger 

sand cat 

clouded 

lion 

serval 

leopard 

lynx 

snow 

cougar 

manul 

leopard 

eyra 

margay 

Temminck’s 

fishing cat 

mountain 

golden cat 

Geoffrey's 

lion 

tiger 

cat 

ocelot 

tigon 

golden cat 

ounce 

wildcat 

;ataclysm ►noun disaster, catastrophi 


lamity, tragedy, devastation, holocaust, ruin, 
ruination, upheaval, convulsion 

cataclysmic ► adjective disastrous, cata- 
strophic, calamitous, tragic, devastating, ruin- 
ous, temble, violent, awful 

catacombs ► plural noun underground cem 
etery, ciypt, vault, tomb, ossuary. 

catalogue ►noun Q& library catalogue direc 
tory. register, index, list, listing, record, arch- 
ive, inventory. ©a mail-order catalogue bro 
chure, magalogue, mailer, N Amor informal wish 
book 

► verb the collection is fiiUy catalogued classify, cat- 
egorize, systematize, index, list, archive, make 
an inventory of, inventory, record, itemize 

catapult ► noun a boy fired the catapult: sling, 
slingshot; Austral /NZ shanghai; historical balhsta, 
trebuchet. 

► verb Sam was catapulted into the sea: propel, 
launch, hurl, fling, send flying, fire, blast, 
shoot. 

cataract ►noun waterfall, cascade, falls, 
rapids, white water. 


catastrophe ► noun disaster, calamity, cata- 
clysm, holocaust, ruin, ruination, tragedy; ad- 
versity, blight, trouble, tnal, tribulation. 

catastrophic ► adjective disastrous, calami- 
tous, cataclysmic, ruinous, tragic, fatal, dire, 
awful, temble, dreadful, poetic/ literary direful. 

catcall ►noun whistle, boo. hiss, jeer, rasp- 
berry, hoot, taunt, (catcalls) scoffing, abuse, 
taunting, derision 

catch ►verb Qhe caught the ball seize, grab, 
snatch, seize/grab/take hold of, grasp, gnp, 
clutch, clench, receive, get, intercept ©we've 
caught the thief capture, seize; apprehend, ar- 
rest, take pnsoner/captive, take into custody, 
trap, snare, ensnare, net, hook, land, informal 
nab, collar, run in, bust, Bnt informal nick ©her 
heel caught in a hole become trapped, become 
entangled, snag ©she caught the 745 bus. be in 
time for, make, get, board, get on, step aboard 
©they were caught siphoning petrol discover, 
find, come upon/across, stumble on, chance 
on, surprise, catch red-handed, catch in the act 
©it caught his imagination engage, capture, at- 
tract, draw, grab, gnp, seize, hold, absorb, en- 
gross ©she caught a trace of aftershave perceive, 
notice, observe, discern, detect, note, make 
out, Bnt informal clock. Ql couldn’t catch what she 
was saying hear, perceive, discern, make out, 
understand, comprehend, grasp, apprehend, in- 
formal get. get the dnft of, figure out, Bnt mfomnal 
twig, suss (out) © it caught the flavour of the six- 
ties evoke, conjure up. call to mind, recall, en- 
capsulate. capture © the blow caught her on the 
side of her face hit, strike, slap, smack, bang 
<D he caught malaria become infected with, 
contract, get, be taken ill with, develop, come 
down with, be struck down with, Bnt go down 
with, informal take ill with, N Amer informal take 
sick with the kindling wouldn’t catch ignite, 
start burning, catch fire, kindle ©the gener- 
ator caught immediately start (running), fire, 
begin working 

-opposites drop, release, miss 

► noun ©he inspected the catch haul, net, bag, 
yield © (informal) Giles is a good catch eligible 
man/woman, marriage prospect ©he slipped the 
catch latch, lock, fastener, clasp, hasp Qhe is 
always looking for the catch snag, disadvantage, 
drawback, stumbling block, hitch, fly in the 
ointment, pitfall, complication, problem, hic- 
cup, difficulty, trap, tnck, snare, informal con 
©a catch in her voice tremor, unevenness, 
shake, quiver, wobble. 

■ catch It ( informal ) be reprimanded, be scolded, 
be rebuked, be taken to task, be chastised, get 
into trouble, be hauled over the coals, informal 
be told off, be for the high jump, be m hot 
water, get a dressing-down, get an earful, get a 
roasting, get a rap over the knuckles, get a slap 
on the wrist; Bnt informal be for it. formal be casti- 
gated. 

■ catch on Q radio soon caught on: become 
popular/fashionable, take off. boom, flourish, 
thrive ©1 caught on fast: understand, compre- 
hend. learn, see the light; informal cotton on, 
latch on, get the picture/message, get wise. 

■ catch (somaona) up draw level (with), 
reach; gain on. 

catching ► adjective ( informal ) infectious, conta- 
gious. communicable, transmittable, transmis- 
sible; dated infective. 
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catchphrase ► noun saying, quotation, 
quote, slogan, catchword, N Amer informal tag 
line 

catchword ► noun motto, watchword, slo- 
gan, byword, catchphrase, informal buzzword, 
catchy * adjective memorable, unforgettable, 
appealing, popular, singable, melodious, tune- 
fill 

catechize ► verb interrogate, question, 
cross-examine, cross-question, quiz, sound out, 
give the third degree to, informal gnll, pump 
categorical * adjective unqualified, uncondi- 
tional, unequivocal, absolute, explicit, unam- 
biguous, definite, direct, downright, outright, 
emphatic, positive, point-blank, conclusive, 
without reservations, out-and-out, formal apodic- 
tic 

-opposites qualified, equivocal 
categorize ► verb classify, class, group, 
grade, rate, designate, order, arrange, sort, 
rank, file, catalogue, list, index 
category ►noun class, classification, group, 
grouping, bracket, heading, set, type, sort, 
kind, variety, species, breed, brand, make, 
model, grade, order, rank 
cater 

■ cater for Owe cater for vegetarians provide 
food for, feed, serve, cook for, dated victual 
0a resort catering for older holidaymakers serve, 
provide for, meet the needs/wants of, accom- 
modate & he seemed to cater for all tastes take 
into account/consideration, allow for, con- 
sider. bear m mind, make provision for, have 
regard for 

■ cater to satisfy, indulge, pander to. gratify, 
accommodate, minister to, give m to, fulfil 

caterwaul ►verb HOWL, wail, bawl, ciy, yell, 
scream, screech, yowl, ululate 
catharsis ► noun purging, purgation, purifica- 
tion, cleansing, (emotional) release, relief. Psy- 
choanalysis abreaction 

catholic ►adjective diverse, diversified, wide, 
broad, broad-based, eclectic, liberal; compre- 
hensive, all-encompassing, all-embracing, all- 
inclusive 

-opposites narrow 

Cattle ►plural noun cows, bovines, oxen, bulls, 
stock, livestock See lists 

-RELATED TERMS bovine 

catty ►adjective ( informal) a catty remark See 
spiteful 

caucus ► noun O ( In North Amenca & NZ) caucuses 
will be held tn eleven states- meeting, assembly, 
gathering, congress, conference, convention, 
rally, convocation. 0{m the UK) the right-wing 
caucus faction, camp, bloc, group, set, band, 
nng, cabal, cotene, pressure group, ginger 
group 

cause ►noun QtfK cause of the fire source, 
root, origin, beginning^), starting point, main- 
spring, base, basis, foundation, fountainhead; 
originator, author, creator, producer, agent; for- 
mal radix. 0 there is no cause for alarm, reason, 
grounds, justification, call, need, necessity, oc- 
casion, excuse, pretext. ©the cause of human 
rights | a good cause: principle, ideal, belief, con- 
viction; object, end, aim, objective, purpose, 
charity. Qhe went to plead his cause : case, suit, 
lawsuit, action, dispute. 


Domestic Cattle 


Aberdeen Angus 

Jamaica Hope 

Afrikander 


Andalusian 

Kerry 

Ayrshire 

Kytoe 

dingus 

Limousin 

Barrosi 

Uncoin Red 

beef ak) 

longhorn 

Beef Shorthorn 

Lulng 

Belgian Blue 

Maine Anjou 

Belted Galloway 

Meuse-Rhlne-lJssel 

Belted Welsh 

Miranda 

Blonde d'AquItatne 

Mongolian 

Brahmin 

Murray Grey 

British White 

N'Dama 

Blown Swiss 

Ptnzgauer 

Charolafs 

Red4nd- White Friesian 

Chlanina 

Red Poll 

Danish Red 

Romagnoia 

Devon 

Sahiwal 

Dexter 

Santa Gertrudis 

Droughtmaster 

Shetland 

Durham 

shorthorn 

Friesian 

Sknmental 

Galician Blond 

South Devon 

Galloway 

Sussex 

German Yellow 

Swedish Red-and-Whtte 

Guernsey 

Texas Longhorn 

Hereford 

Welsh Black 

Highland 

West Highland 

Holstein 

White Galloway 

lllawarra Shorthorn 

White Park 

Irish Moiled 



Wild 

Cattle 


anoa 

gayal 

takln 

aurochs 

kouprey 

tsine 

banteng 

musk ox 

water buffalo 

bison 

ox 

yak 

Brahmin 

park cattle 

zebu 

buffalo 

sapi-utan 


gaur 

seladang 


-related terms -genic, 

-facient. 

-opposites effect, result 



► verb this disease can cause blindness • bring about, 
give rise to, lead to, result in, create, produce, 
generate, engender, spawn, bnng on, precipi- 
tate, prompt, provoke, trigger, make happen, 
induce, inspire, promote, foster, poetic /literary 
beget, enkindle 
-opposiTEs^esult from 

caustic ►adjective Qa caustic cleaner corro- 
sive, corroding, mordant, acid ©a caustic com- 
ment: sarcastic, cutting, biting, mordant, 
sharp, bitter, scathing, derisive, sardonic, iron- 
ic, scornful, trenchant, acerbic, vitriolic, acidu- 
lous, Brit informal sarky, formal mordacious. 
cauterize ►verb ( Medicine ) burn, sear, singe, 
scorch; disinfect, sterilize 

caution ►noun Oproceed with caution care, 
carefulness, heedfulness, heed, attention, atten- 
tiveness, alertness, watchfulness, vigilance, cir- 
cumspection, discretion, prudence. 0 a first of- 
fender may receive a caution: warning, admonish- 
ment, injunction; reprimand, rebuke, reproof, 
scolding, informal telling-off, dressing-down. 



cautious | cell 


122 


talkmg-to; Bnt informal ticking-off, carpeting 
0 (informal, dated) her uncle's a caution. See clown 
noun sense 2 

► verb O advisers cautioned against tax increases : ad- 
vise, warn, counsel, urge Qhe was cautioned by 
the police warn, admonish, reprimand, rebuke, 
reprove, scold; informal tell off, give someone a 
dressing-down, give someone a talking-to, Bnt 
informal give someone a tickmg-off, carpet 

cautious ► adjective careful, heedful, atten- 
tive, alert, watchful, vigilant, circumspect, pru- 
dent 

-opposites reckless. 

cavalcade ► noun procession, parade, 
motorcade, cortege; Bnt march past 

Cavalier ► noun Q (hlstoncaf) Cavaliers dying for 
King Charles Royalist, king’s man 0 {archaic) 
the lady and her cavalier escort, gentleman, 
dated beau 0 {archaic) foot soldiers and cavaliers 
horseman, equestrian, cavalryman, trooper, 
knight 

-opposites Roundhead 

► adjective a cavalier disregard for danger offhand, 
indifferent, casual, dismissive, insouciant, un- 
concerned; supercilious, patronizing, condes- 
cending, disdainful, scornful, contemptuous; m- 
formal couldn’t-care-less 

cavalry ► plural noun ( histoncal ) mounted troops, 
cavalrymen, troopers, horse, histoncal dragoons, 
lancers, hussars 

Cave ►noun cavern, grotto, pothole, under- 
ground chamber 

-related terms speleology, speleologist; N 
Amer spelunking 

■ cav« In Qthe roof caved in collapse, fall in/ 
down, give (way), crumble, subside Qthe man - 
ager caved in to their demands yield, surrender, 
capitulate, give in, back down, make conces- 
sions. throw m the towel/sponge 

Caveat ►noun warning, caution, admonition, 
proviso, condition, stipulation, provision, 
clause, rider, qualification. 

caveman, cavewoman ► noun cave 
dweller, troglodyte, primitive man/ woman* 
prehistoric man/woman 

cavern ► noun large cave, grotto, under- 
ground chamber/gallery. 

cavernous ► adjective vast, huge, large, im- 
mense. spacious, roomy, airy, capacious, volu- 
minous. extensive, deep; hollow, gaping, yawn- 
ing; formal commodious 
-opposites small 

Cavil ►verb complain, carp, grumble, grouse, 
whine, bleat, quibble, niggle; informal gripe, 
grouch, beef, bellyache, moan, bitch, whmge, 
kick up a fuss; Bnt mfonnal chunter, create; N 
English informal mither; N Amer informal kvetch 

cavity ►noun space, chamber, hollow, hole, 
pocket, pouch, orifice, aperture; socket, gap, 
crater, pit. 

cavort ►verb skip, dance, romp, jig, caper, 
frisk, gambol, prance, frolic, lark, bounce, tnp, 
leap, jump, bound, spring, hop; rare rollick. 

coaso ►verb Q hostilities had ceased: come to an 
end, come to a halt, end, halt, stop, conclude, 
terminate, finish, draw to a close, be over. 
Gt hey ceased dll military activity: bring to an end, 
bring to a halt, end, halt. stop, conclude, ter- 


minate, finish, wind up. discontinue, suspend, 
break off; informal leave off. 

-opposites start, contmue 
■ without cease continuously, incessantly, 
unendingly, unremittingly, without a pause/ 
break, on and on 

ceaseless ► adjective continual, constant, 
contmuous, incessant, unceasing, unending, 
endless, never-ending, interminable, non-stop, 
uninterrupted, unremitting, relentless, unre- 
lenting, unrelieved, sustained, persistent, eter- 
nal, perpetual 
-opposites intermittent 

cede ►verb surrender, concede, relinquish, 
yield, part with, give up, hand over, deliver up, 
give over, make over, transfer, abandon, forgo, 
sacrifice, poetic/ literary forsake 
calling ► noun upper limit, maximum, limita- 
tion 

celebrate ► verb Q they were celebrating their 
wedding anniversary commemorate, observe, 
mark, keep, honour, remember, memorialize 
0 let's all celebrate > enjoy oneself, make merry, 
have fun, have a good time, have a party, 
revel, roister, carouse, N Amer step out; informal 
party, go out on the town, paint the town red, 
whoop it up, make whoopee, live it up. have a 
ball Qthe priest celebrated mass • perform, ob- 
serve, officiate at O he was celebrated for his 
achievements praise, extol, glorify, eulogize, rev- 
erence, honour, pay tribute to. formal laud, ar- 
chaic emblazon 

celebrated ►adjective acclaimed, admired, 
highly rated, lionized, revered, honoured, es- 
teemed, exalted, vaunted, well thought of, emi- 
nent. great, distinguished, prestigious, illustri- 
ous. pre-eminent, estimable, notable, of note, 
of repute; formal lauded 
-opposites unsung 

celebration ► noun O the celebration of his 50th 
birthday * commemoration, observance, marking, 
keeping 0 a cause for celebration ■ jollification, 
merrymaking, enjoying oneself, carousing, rev- 
eliy, revels, festivities, informal partying. Qa 
birthday celebration, party, function, gathering, 
festivities, festival, fi&te, carnival, jamboree, in- 
forma/ do, bash, rave, Bnt mfonnal rave-up, knees- 
up. beanfeast, bunfight, beano. O the celebration 
of the Eucharist observance, performance, offi- 
ciation, solemnization 

celebrity ►noun Qhts celebrity grew fame, 
prominence, renown, emmence, pre-eminence, 
stardom, popularity, distinction, note, notabil- 
ity, prestige, stature, repute, reputation Qa 
sporting celebrity ■ famous person, VIP, very im- 
portant person, personality, (big) name, 
famous/household name, star, superstar; infor- 
mal celeb, somebody, someone, megastar 
-opposites obscurity. 

celestial ►adjective Qa celestial body, (in) 
space, heavenly, astronomical, extraterrestrial, 
stellar, planetary. Q celestial beings: heavenly. 
holy, saintly, divine, godly, godlike, ethereal; 
immortal, angelic, seraphic, cherubic. 
-opposites earthly, hellish, 
celibate ► adjective unmarried, single, unwed, 
spouseless, chaste, virginal, virgin, maidenly, 
maiden, intact, abstinent, self-denying, 
cell ►noun Qa prison cell: room, cubicle, cham- 
ber; dungeon, oubliette, lock-up. Qeach ceil of 
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the honeycomb compartment, cavity, hole, hol- 
low, section ©terrorist cells unit, faction, arm, 
section, cotene, group 

Collar ►noun basement, vault, underground 
room, lower ground floor, crypt, undercroft 
-opposites attic 

cement ►noun polystyrene cement adhesive, 
glue, fixative, gum. paste, superglue, epoxy 
resin, N Amer mucilage, N Amer informal 
stickum 

► verb he cemented the sample to a microscope slide 
stick, bond, fasten, fix, affix, attach, secure, 
bind, glue, gum, paste 

cemetery ► noun graveyard, churchyard, 
burial ground, necropolis, informal boneyard, h/s- 
toncal potter’s field, archaic God’s acre 
censor ►noun the film censors expurgator, 
bowdlenzer, examiner, inspector, editor 

► verb letters home were censored cut, delete parts 
of, make cuts in, blue-pencil, edit, expurgate, 
bowdlerize, sanitize, informal clean up 

censorious ► adjective hypercritical, over 
critical, disapproving, condemnatory, denunci- 
atory, deprecatory, disparaging, reproachful, 
reproving, censuring, captious, formal castiga- 
tory 

-opposites complimentary 
Censure ► verb he was censured for his conduct 
See reprimand verb 

► noun a note of censure condemnation, criticism, 
attack, abuse, reprimand, rebuke, admonish- 
ment. reproof, reproval, upbraiding, disap- 
proval, reproach, reprehension, obloquy, formal 
excoriation, castigation, rare objurgation 
-opposites approval 

Central ► adjective Q occupying a central position 
middle, centre, hallway, midway, mid, median, 
medial, mean, Anatomy mesial © central London 
inner, innermost, middle, mid © their central 
campaign issue main, chief, principal, primary, 
leading, foremost, first, most important, pre- 
dominant, dommant, key, crucial, vital, essen- 
tial, basic, fundamental, core, prime, premier, 
paramount, major, overriding, informal number- 
one 

-opposites side, outer, subordinate 
centralize ►verb concentrate, consolidate, 
amalgamate, condense, unify, streamline, 
focus, rationalize 
-opposites devolve 

centre ► noun the centre of the town middle, nu- 
cleus, heart, core, hub; middle point, midpoint, 
halfway point, mean, median 
-opposites edge 

► verb the story centres on a doctor focus, concen- 
trate, pivot, revolve, be based 

centrepiece ► noun highlight, main feature, 
high point/spot. best part, climax, focus of 
attention, focal point, centre of attention/ 
interest, magnet, cynosure 
ceramics ►plural noun pottery, pots, china. 

See list at pottery 
cereal ► noun. See list 

ceremonial ► adjocttvo a ceremonial occasion. 
formal, official, state, public; ritual, ritualistic, 
prescribed, stately, courtly, solemn. 

-oppositbs informal. 

► noun diplomatic ceremonial: ritual, ceremony, 
rite, formality, pomp, protocol; formal praxis 


Cereal Crops 

barley millet sorghum 

com mlto spelt 

durum oats teff 

einkom pearl mWet tfltkale 

emmer rice wheat 

maize rye 

ceremonious ►adjective dignified, majestic, 
imposing, impressive, solemn, stately, formal, 
courtly, regal, imperial, elegant, grand, glori- 
ous, splendid, magnificent, resplendent, por- 
tentous, informal starchy 

ceremony ►noun Qa wedding ceremony * rite, 
ritual, ceremonial, observance, service, sacra- 
ment, liturgy, worship, celebration ©the new 
Queen was proclaimed with due ceremony pomp, 
protocol, formalities, niceties, decorum, eti- 
quette, punctilio, politesse 
certain ►adjective Ql’m certain he's guilty sure, 
confident, positive, convinced, in no doubt, sat- 
isfied, assured, persuaded ©it is certain that 
more changes are in the offing unquestionable, 
sure, definite, beyond question, not m doubt, 
indubitable, undeniable, irrefutable, indisput- 
able, obvious, evident, recognized, confirmed, 
accepted, acknowledged, undisputed, undoubt- 
ed, unquestioned, as sure as eggs is eggs 
Qthey are certain to win sure, very likely, 
bound, destined ©certain defeat inevitable, as- 
sured, destined, predestined, unavoidable, in- 
escapable, inexorable, ineluctable ©there is no 
certain cure for this reliable, dependable, trust- 
worthy, foolproof, tried and tested, effective, 
guaranteed, sure, unfailing, infallible, informal 
sure-fire, dated sovereign ©a certain sum of 
money determined, definite, fixed, established, 
precise ©a certain lady particular, specific, 
individual, special ©to a certain extent that is 
true moderate, modest, medium, middling, 
limited, small 

-opposites doubtful, possible, unlikely 
certainly ► adverb o this is certainly a late work 
unquestionably, surely, assuredly, definitely, 
beyond/without question, without doubt, in- 
dubitably, undeniably, irrefutably, indisput- 
ably, obviously, patently, evidently, plainly, 
clearly, unmistakably, undisputedly, undoubt- 
edly, as sure as eggs is eggs ©our revenues are 
certainly lower admittedly, without question, 
definitely, undoubtedly, without a doubt 
-opposites possibly 

► exclamation 4 Shall we eat now?' ' Certainly ' yes, 
definitely, absolutely, sure, by all means, in- 
deed. of course, naturally, affirmative, Brrt dated 
rather. 

certainty ►noun Qshe knew with certainty that 
he was telling the truth, confidence, sureness, 
positiveness, conviction, certitude, assurance 
©he accepted defeat as a certainty inevitability, 
foregone conclusion, informal sure thing, Bnt in - 
formal cert, dead cert 
-opposites doubt, possibility, 
certificate ►noun guarantee, certification, 
document, authorization, authentication, cre- 
dentials, accreditation, licence, diploma, 
certify ►vtrb ©the aircraft was certified as air 
worthy, verify, guarantee, attest, validate, con- 
firm, substantiate, endorse, vouch for, testify 
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to, provide evidence, give proof, prove, demon- 
strate. Qa certified hospital accredit, recognize, 
license, authorize, approve, warrant 

certitude ►noun certainty, confidence, sure- 
ness, positiveness, conviction, assurance 
-opposites doubt 

Cessation ►noun END, ending, termination, 
stopping, halting, ceasing, finish, finishing, 
stoppage, conclusion, winding up, discontinu- 
ation, abandonment, suspension, breaking off, 
cutting short 

-opposites start, resumption 

cession ► noun surrender, surrendering, ced- 
ing, concession, relinquishment, yielding, giv- 
ing up. handing over, transfer, abandonment, 
sacrifice; poetic/ literary forsaking 

cetacean ► noun. See list 


Chain ►noun Qhe was held in chains fetters, 
shackles, irons, leg-irons, manacles, handcuffs. 
informal cuffs, bracelets, Bnt archaic, informal dar- 
bies, histoncal bilboes, archaic gyves Qa chain of 
events, series, succession, string, sequence, 
tram, course Ga chain of shops group, mul- 
tiple shop/store, multiple. 

► verb she chained her bicycle to the railings secure, 
fasten, tie, tether, hitch, restrain, shackle, fet- 
ter, manacle, handcuff 

Chair ► noun Qhe sat down on a chair seat See 
list Qthe chair of the committee See chairman 
Qa university chair professorship Q(N Amer) 
he was sent to the chair electric chair, electro- 
cution, execution 

► verb she chairs the economic committee preside 
over, take the chair of, lead, direct, run, man- 
age, control, be in charge of 


Cetaceans 

(Whales and Dolphins) 


minke whale 

narwhal 

orca 

pHot whale 


Amazon dolphin 
baleen whale 
beaked whale 
beluga 
blue whale 
bottienose dolpbfn 
bottlenose whale 
bowhead whale 
cachalot 
dusky dolphin 
finbadc whale 
fin whale 
grampus 

Greenland right whale 
grey whale 
humpback whale 
klHer whale 


porpoise 
right whale 
Risso’s dolphin 
river dolphin 
rorqual 
sei whale 
sperm whale 
spinner dolphin 
toothed whale 
tucuxl 

whalebone whale 
white-sided dolphin 
white whale 


Chafe ► verb Qthe collar chafed his neck abrade, 
graze, rub agamst, gall, scrape, scratch; Medicine 
excoriate. QI chafed her feel rub, warm (up) 
Q material chafed by the rock, wear away/down, 
erode, abrade, scour, scrape away Qthe bank 
chafed at the restrictions, be angry, be annoyed, 
be lmtated, fume, be exasperated, be frus- 
trated. 

chaff 1 ► noun Q separating the chaff from the 
grain: husks, hulls, pods, shells, bran; N Amer 
shucks. Qthe proposals were so much chaff rub- 
bish, dross; N Amer garbage, trash. Austral /NZ 
mullock; informal junk 

chaff 2 ► noun good-natured chaff banter, repar- 
tee, teasing, ragging, joking, jesting, raillery, 
badmage, wisecracks, witticism(s); informal kid- 
ding, nbbing; formal persiflage. 

► verb the pleasures of chaffing your mates ■ tease, 
make fun of, poke fun at, rag; informal take the 
mickey out of. nb, josh, kid, have on, pull 
someone’s leg; Bnt informal wind up; N Amer infor- 
mal goof on, rag on, razz, Austral /NZ informal poke 
mullock at, poke borak at; informal, dated twit; ar- 
chaic make sport of 

chagrin ► noun annoyance, irritation, vex- 
ation, exasperation, displeasure, dissatisfaction, 
discontent; anger, rage, fury, wrath, indigna- 
tion, resentment; embarrassment, mortifica- 
tion, humiliation, shame. 

-opposites delight. 


Chairs and Stools 

armchair 

Morris chair 

barrel chair 

musk: stool 

bar stool 

nursing chair 

bath chair 

panel-back chair 

bentwood chair 

pew 

box seat 

pouffe 

bucket seat 

reefiner 

buffet 

rocking chair or rocker 

button-back chair 

settee 

carver 

settle 

chaise longue 

side chair 

chesterfield 

slingback chair 

dub chair 

sofa 

comb-back 

sofa-bed 

couch 

spindle-back chair 

deckchair 

stall 

dining chair 

stool 

divan 

studio couch 

donkey stool 

sugan 

duchesse 

swivel chair 

easy chair 

tabouret 

faldstool 

tailor's chair 

footstool 

throne 

high chair 

tripod 

ladder-back 

tub chair 

lawn chair 

tuffet 

Uoyd Loom chair 

wheeiback chair 

lounger 

wheelchair 

tove seat 

Windsor chair 

milking stool 

wing chair 


chairman, chairwoman ►noun chair. 
chairperson, president, leader, convener, 
spokesperson, spokesman, spokeswoman. 

chalk 

-related terms calcareous. 

■ chalk something up chalked up an- 

other success: achieve, attain, accomplish, gam, 
earn, win, succeed in making, make, get, ob- 
tain, notch up, rack up QI forgot com- 
pletely— chalk it up to age: attribute, assign, 
ascribe, put down; blame on, pin on, lay at the 
door of. 

Chalky ►adjective Q chalky skin: pale, bloodless, 
pallid, colourless, wan, ashen, white, pasty. 
Q chalky bits at the bottom of the glass' powdery, 
gritty, granular; archaic pulverulent 
challongo ►noun Qhe accepted the challenge: 
dare, provocation; summons. Qa challenge to 
his leadership : test, questioning, dispute, stand. 
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opposition, confrontation. ©it was proving quite 
a challenge ■ problem, difficult task, test, trial. 

► verb Owe challenged their statistics: question, dis- 
agree with, dispute, take issue with, protest 
against, call into question, object to. ©he chal- 
lenged one of my men to a duel: dare, summon, 
throw down the gauntlet to. © changes that 
would challenge them test, tax. strain, make de- 
mands on, stretch, stimulate, inspire, excite 

challenging ► adjective demanding, testing, 
taxing, exacting, stretching, exciting, stimulat- 
ing, inspiring; difficult, tough, hard, formid- 
able, onerous, arduous, strenuous, gruelling, 
formal exigent 

-opposites easy, uninspiring, 
chamber ► noun ©a debating chamber - room, 
hall, assembly room, auditorium Q (archaic) we 
slept safely tn our chamber, bedroom, room, 
poetic /literary bower, historical boudoir; archaic bed- 
chamber ©the left chamber of the heart, com 
partment, cavity. Anatomy aunde, ventricle 

champagne ► noun sparkling wine, vin 
mousseux, spumante. sekt, cava, informal cham- 
pers, bubbly, fizz. 

Champion ► noun Qthe world champion, win 
ner, title-holder, defending champion, gold 
medallist, prizewinner, victor (ludorum); informal 
champ, number one ©a champion of change 
advocate, proponent, promoter, supporter, de- 
fender, upholder, backer, exponent, campaign- 
er, lobbyist, crusader, apologist, N Amer boost- 
er Q(histoncal) the king's champion knight, man- 
at-arms. warrior 

► verb championing the rights of tribal peoples advo 
cate, promote, defend, uphold, support, back, 
stand up for, take someone’s part, campaign 
for, lobby for, fight for, crusade for, stick up 
for 

-opposites oppose 

Ctianca ► noun Q there was a chance he might be 
released • possibility, prospect, probability, like- 
lihood, likeliness, expectation, anticipation, 
nsk, threat, danger ©I gave her a chance to an- 
swer opportunity, openmg, occasion, turn, 
time, window (of opportunity); N Amer & 
Austral /NZ show, informal shot, look-in. © Nigel 
took an awful chance, risk, gamble, venture, 
speculation, long shot, leap in the dark Qpure 
chance ■ accident, coincidence, serendipity, fate, 
destiny, fortuity, providence, happenstance, 
good fortune, (good) luck, fluke 

► adjective a chance discovery accidental, fortuit- 
ous, adventitious, fluky, coincidental, serendip- 
itous; unintentional, unintended, inadvertent, 
unplanned 

-opposites intentional. 

► verb QI chanced to meet him happen © (informal) 
she chanced another look, risk, hazard, venture, 
tiy formal essay. 

■ by chance fortuitously, by accident, acci- 
dentally, coincidentally, serendipitously; unin- 
tentionally, inadvertently. 

■ chanca on/upon come across/upon, run 
across/into, happen on, light on, stumble on, 
find by chance, meet (by chance); informal bump 
into; archaic run against. 

chancy ►elective ( informal) risky, unpredict- 
able, uncertain, precarious; unsafe, insecure, 
tricky, high-risk, hazardous, perilous, parlous; 
informal dicey, hairy. Brit, informal dodgy. 

-oppositbs predictable. 


Chang# ►verb ©this could change the face cf 
Britain | things have changed alter, make/ 
become different, adjust, adapt, amend, mod- 
ify, revise, refine, reshape, refashion, redesign, 
restyle, revamp, rework, remodel, reoigamze, 
reorder, vaiy, transform, transfigure, trans- 
mute, metamorphose, evolve; informal tweak; 
technical permute ©he's changed his job. ex 
change, substitute, swap, switch, replace, alter- 
nate, interchange 
-oppositbs preserve, keep. 

► noun Qa change of plan ■ alteration, modifica- 
tion, variation, revision, amendment, adjust- 
ment, adaptation; remodelling, reshaping, re- 
arrangement, reordering, restyling, reworking, 
metamorphosis, transformation, evolution, mu- 
tation, humorous transmogrification, ©a change 
of government exchange, substitution, swap, 
switch, replacement, alternation, interchange 
©I've no change ■ coins, loose/small change, 
(hard) cash, silver, coppers, specie. 

■ have a change of heart. See heart 
Changeable ► adjective ©the weather will be 
changeable | changeable moods' variable, incon- 
stant, varying, changing, fluctuating, irregular, 
erratic, inconsistent, unstable, unsettled, turbu- 
lent, changeful, protean, fickle, capncious, 
temperamental, volatile, mercurial, unpredict- 
able, blowing hot and cold, informal up and 
down, poetic /literary fluctuant ©the colours are 
changeable alterable, adjustable, modifiable, 
variable, mutable, exchangeable, interchange- 
able. replaceable 
-opposites constant 

Changeless ► adjective unchanging, unvary- 
ing, timeless, static, fixed, permanent, con- 
stant, unchanged, consistent, uniform, undevi- 
ating; stable, steady, unchangeable, unalter- 
able, invariable, immutable 
-opposites variable 

Channel ►noun ©the English Channel 
strait(s), sound, narrows, (sea) passage, ©the 
water ran down a channel duct, gutter, conduit, 
trough, culvert, sluice, spillway, race, dram 
©a channel for their extraordinary energy * use, 
medium, vehicle, way of harnessing; release 
(mechanism), safety valve, vent, ©a channel of 
communication, means, medium, instrument, 
mechanism, agency, vehicle, route, avenue. 

► verb ©she channelled out a groove, hollow out, 
gouge (out), cut (out). ©many countries channel 
their aid through chanties convey, transmit, con- 
duct. direct, guide, relay, pass on, transfer. 

Chant ► noun © the protesters' chants: shout, cry, 
(rallying) call, slogan. Qthe melodious chant of 
the monks Incantation, intonation, singing, 
song, recitative; rare cantillation. 

► verb Q protesters were chanting slogans: shout, 
chorus, repeat, ©the choir chanted Psalm 118: 
sing, mtone, meant; rare candllate. 

chaos ►noun disorder, disarray, disorganiza- 
tion, confusion, mayhem, bedlam, pandemon- 
ium, havoc, turmoil, tumult, commotion, dis- 
ruption, upheaval, uproar; a muddle, a mess, a 
shambles; anarchy, lawlessness; informal hullaba- 
loo. all hell broken loose. 

-opposites order. 

chaotic ►adjective disorderly, disordered, in 
disorder, m chaos, in disarray, disorganized, 
topsy-turvy, in pandemonium, in turmoil, in 
uproar; in a muddle, in a mess, messy, in a 
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shambles, anarchic, lawless; Brit informal sham- 
bolic. 

Chap 1 ► vtrb my skin chapped in the wind become 
raw, become sore, become inflamed, chafe, 
crack 

Chap 2 ► noun ( Bnt informal) he's a nice chap man, 
boy, character; informal fellow, guy, geezer, Bnt 
informal bloke, lad, bod, N Amer informal dude, 
hombre, Bnt informal, dated cove 
Chaperone ►noun Aunt Millie went as chaper- 
one. companion, duenna, escort, protectress, 
protector, minder 

► verb she was chaperoned by her mother * accom 
pany, escort, attend, watch over, keep an eye 
on, protect, mind 

Chapter ► noun Q the first chapter of the book 
section, division, part, portion Q a new chapter 
in our history period, phase, page, stage, epoch, 
era. Q(N Amer ) a local chapter of the American 
Cancer Society branch, division, subdivision, 
section, department, lodge, wing, arm ©the 
cathedral chapter, governing body, council, as- 
sembly, convocation, synod, consistory 
Char ► verb scorch, bum. singe, sear, blacken, 
informal toast 

Character ►noun Qa forceful character | the 
character of a town personality, nature, dispos- 
ition, temperament, temper, mentality, make 
up; features, qualities, properties, traits, spirit, 
essence, identity, ethos, complexion, tone, feel, 
feelmg ©a woman of character integrity, hon- 
our, moral strength/fibre, rectitude, upright- 
ness, fortitude, strength, backbone, resolve, 
gnt, will power; informal guts, gutsiness, Bnt infor- 
mal bottle ©a stain on his character reputation, 
(good) name, standing, stature, position, status 
© (informal) a bit of a character, eccentric, oddity, 
madcap, crank, individualist, nonconformist, 
rare bird, informal oddball. Bnt informal odd bod, 
informal, dated card, caution ©a boorish character 
person, man. woman, soul, creature, individ- 
ual, customer, informal cookie, Bnt informal bod, 
guy, informal, dated body, dog 0 the characters de- 
velop throughout the play persona, role, pact, 
(characters) dramatis personae ©thirty char- 
acters letter, figure, symbol, sign, mark, 
characteristic ►noun interesting character- 
istics’ attribute, feature, (essential) quality, 
property, trait, aspect, element, facet; manner- 
ism, habit, custom, idiosyncrasy, peculiarity, 
quirk, oddity, foible 

► adjective his characteristic eloquence typical, 
usual, normal, predictable, habitual, distinct- 
ive. particular, special, especial, peculiar, idio- 
syncratic. singular, umque 

Characterize ►verb o the period was charac- 
terized by scientific advancement: distinguish, 
make distinctive, mark, typify, set apart Qthe 
women are characterized as prophets of doom: por- 
tray, depict, present, represent, describe, cat- 
egorize, class, style, brand. 

Charade ►noun farce, pantomime, travesty, 
mockery, parody, act, masquerade. 

Charge ►verb Qhe didn’t charge much: ask (in 
payment), levy, demand, exact; bill, invoice. 
Qthe subscription will be charged to your account 
bill, debit from, take from, ©two men were 
charged with affray: accuse, indict, arraign; pros- 
ecute, tiy, put on tnal; N Amer impeach; archaic 
inculpate. Qthey charged him with reforming the 


system entrust, burden, encumber, saddle, tax 
Qthe cavalry charged the tanks, attack, storm, 
assault, assail, fall on. swoop on. descend on; 
informal lay into, tear into. 0we charged into the 
crowd: rush, storm, stampede, push, plough, 
launch oneself, go headlong; informal steam, N 
Amer informal barrel © charge your glasses/ | the 
guns were charged fill (up), top up, load (up), 
arm, prepare to fire Qhis work was charged with 
energy • suffuse, pervade, permeate, saturate, 
infuse, imbue, fill ©I charge you to stop, order, 
command, direct, instruct, enjoin, fonnal adjure, 
poetic/ literary bid 

► noun O all customers pay a charge fee, payment, 
price, tariff, amount, sum, fare, levy Qhe 
pleaded guilty to the charge accusation, allega- 
tion. indictment, arraignment, N Amer im- 
peachment, archaic inculpation ©an infantry 
charge attack, assault, offensive, onslaught, 
dnve, push, thrust Qthe child was in her charge 
care, protection, safe keeping, control, cus- 
tody, guardianship, wardship, hands, archaic 
ward © his charge was to save the business’ duty, 
responsibility, task, job, assignment, mission, 
function, Bnt informal pigeon 0 the safety of my 
charge ward, protege, dependant ©the judge 
gave a careful charge to the jury instruction, dir- 
ection, directive, order, command, dictate, ex- 
hortation Q(N Amer informal) I get a real charge 
out of working hard thrill, tingle, glow, excite- 
ment, stimulation, enjoyment, pleasure, informal 
kick, buzz 

■ In charge of responsible for, in control of. 
at the helm/wheel of, managing, running, ad- 
ministering, directing, supervising, overseeing, 
controlling, informal running the show 

Charisma ►noun charm, presence, (force of) 
personality, strength of character, (animal) 
magnetism, attractiveness, appeal, allure 

charismatic ►adjective charming, fascinat- 
ing, strong in character, magnetic, captivating, 
beguiling, attractive, appealing, alluring 

Charitable ►adjective © charitable activities 
philanthropic, humanitarian, altruistic, be- 
nevolent, public-spin ted, non-profit-making, for- 
mal eleemosynary Q charitable people big- 
hearted, generous, open-handed, freehanded, 
munificent, bountiful, beneficent, poetic /literary 
bounteous ©he was charitable in his judgements 
magnanimous, generous, liberal, tolerant, easy- 
going, broad-minded, considerate, sympathetic, 
lement, indulgent, forgiving 

Charity ►noun Qan AIDS chanty’ non-profit- 
making organization, voluntary organization, 
chantable institution, fund, trust, foundation 
Qwe don’t need chanty • financial assistance, 
aid, welfare, (financial) relief; handouts, gifts, 
presents, largesse; historical alms, ©his actions are 
motivated by charity’ philanthropy, humamtar- 
lamsm, humanity, altruism, pubiic-spintedness , 
social conscience, benevolence, beneficence, 
munificence ©show a bit of charity: goodwill, 
compassion, consideration, concern, kindness, 
kind-heartedness, tender-heartedness, tender- 
ness, sympathy, indulgence, tolerance, leni- 
ency. caritas; poetic/ literary bounteousness. 

Charlatan ►noun quack, mountebank, sham, 
fraud, fake, impostor, hoodwinker, hoaxer, 
cheat, deceiver, double-dealer, (confidence) 
trickster, swindler, fraudster, informal phoney, 
shark, con man/artist, flimflammer, Brit, informal 
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twister; N Amer informal bunco artist, gold brick, 
chiseller. Austral informal magsman, lllywhacker. 
dated confidence man/woman 

Chaim ►noun Q people were captivated by her 
charm attractiveness, beauty, glamour, loveli- 
ness, appeal, allure, desirability, seductiveness, 
sexual/animal magnetism, chansma, informal 
pulling power 0 these traditions retain a lot of 
charm appeal, drawing power, attraction, al 
lure, fascination. Q magical charms spell, in- 
cantation, conjuration, rune, magic formula/ 
word, N Amer mojo, hex. Qa lucky charm * talis 
man, fetish, amulet, mascot, totem, juju, archaic 
penapt 

► verb O he charmed them with hts singing delight, 
please, win (over), attract, captivate, allure, 
lure, dazzle, fascinate, enchant, enthral, enrap- 
ture, seduce, spellbind Q he charmed his mother 
into agreeing coax, cajole, wheedle, informal 
sweet-talk, soft-soap, archaic blandish 

Charming ► adjective delightful, pleasing, 
pleasant, agreeable, likeable, endearing, lovely, 
lovable, adorable, appealing, attractive, good- 
looking, prepossessing, alluring, delectable, 
ravishing, winning, winsome, fetching, captiv- 
ating, enchanting, entrancing, fascinating, se- 
ductive. informal heavenly, divine, gorgeous, easy 
on the eye; Bnt informal smashing, poetic f literary 
beauteous, archaic fair, comely 
-opposites repulsive 

Chart ►noun Q check your ideal weight on the 
chart graph, table, diagram, histogram, bar 
chart, pie chart, flow chart. Computing graphic 
Qthe pop charts top twenty, list, listing, dated 
hit parade 

► verb Qthe changes were charted accurately tabu 
late, plot, graph, record, register, represent, 
make a chart/diagram of Qthe book charted his 
progress follow, trace, outline, describe, detail, 
record, document, chronicle, log 

Charter ►noun Qa Royal charter: authority, 
authorization, sanction, dispensation, consent, 
permission, permit, licence, warrant, franchise 
Qthe UN Charter constitution, code, canon, 
fundamental principles, rules, laws Qthe char- 
ter of a yacht hire, hiring, lease, leasing, rent, 
rental, renting, booking, reservation, reserving 

► verb they chartered a bus hire, lease, rent, book, 
reserve 

Chary ►adjective wary, cautious, circumspect, 
heedful, careful, on one’s guard, distrustful, 
mistrustful, sceptical, suspicious, dubious, hesi- 
tant, reluctant, leery, nervous, apprehensive, 
uneasy; informal cagey, iffy 

Chase 1 ►verb Qthe dogs chased the fox pursue, 
run after, give chase to. follow; hunt, track, 
trail, informal tail Q chasing young girls woo, pur- 
sue. run after, make advances to, flirt with, pay 
court to; informal chat up, come on to, dated 
court, romance, set one’s cap at, make love to 
Qshi chased away the donkeys: drive, send, scare, 
Informal send packing. Qshe chased away all 
thoughts of him: dispel, banish, dismiss, drive 
away, shut out, put out of one’s mind. Q photo- 
graphers chased on to the runway: rush, dash, 
race, speed, streak, shoot, charge, scramble, 
scurry, hurry, fly, pelt; informal scoot, belt, tear, 
zip. whip; N. Amer. informal boogie, hightail, clip; 
archaic hie. 

► noun they gave up the chase ■ pursuit, hunt, trail. 


■ chase someone/somethl ng up pester, 

harass, harry, nag; seek out, find, go after; infor- 
mal hassle 

Chase 2 ► verb the figures are chased on the dish 
engrave, etch, carve, inscribe, cut, chisel. 

Chasm ►noun Qa deep chasm, gorge, abyss, 
canyon, ravine, gully, gulf, defile, couloir, cre- 
vasse, fissure, crevice; N Amer gulch, coulee 
Qthe chasm between their views' breach, gulf, 
rift, difference, separation, division, dissension, 
schism, scission 

chassis ►noun framework, frame, structure, 
substructure, shell, casing, bodywork, body 

Chaste ►adjective Q chaste girlhood ■ virginal, 
virgin, intact, maidenly, unmamed, unwed, 
celibate, abstment, self-restrained, self-denying, 
continent, innocent, virtuous, pure (as the 
driven snow), smless, undefiled, unsullied, 
Chnstiamty immaculate, poetic /literary vestal. Qa 
chaste kiss on the cheek non-sexual. platonic, in- 
nocent © the dark, chaste interior, plain, simple, 
bare, unadorned, undecorated, unomamented, 
unembellished, functional, no-frills, austere 
-opposites promiscuous, passionate 

Chasten ► verb Q both men were chastened: sub 
due, humble, cow, squash, deflate, flatten, take 
down a peg or two, put someone in their 
place, informal cut down to size, settle someone’s 
hash Q (archaic) the Heaven that chastens us See 
chastise sense 1 

chastise ► verb Q the staff were chastised for ar- 
riving late scold, upbraid, berate, reprimand, 
reprove, rebuke, admomsh, chide, censure, 
lambaste, lecture, give someone a piece of 
one’s mind, take to task, haul over the coals, in- 
formal tell off, dress down, bawl out, blow up at, 
give someone an earful, give someone a roast- 
ing, come down on someone like a ton of 
bncks. have someone’s guts for garters, slap 
someone's wnst, rap over the knuckles, give 
someone hell, Bnt informal carpet, tick off, have 
a go at, tear someone off a strip, give someone 
what for, give someone a rocket; N Amer informal 
chew out, ream out. Austral informal monster. 
dated give someone a rating; formal castigate. 
archaic chasten, rare reprehend, objurgate. 
0 ( dated) her mistress chastised her with a whip. See 
beat verb sense 1 
-opposites praise 

chastity ► noun celibacy, chasteness, vugin- 
lty. abstinence, self-restraint, self-denial, con- 
tinence, singleness, maidenhood; innocence, 
purity, virtue, morality, Chnstianlty immaculate- 
ness. 

* 

chat ► noun I popped in for a chat’ talk, conver- 
sation, gossip, chatter, heart-to-heart, t£te- 
a-t£te, blather, informal jaw, gas, confab; Bnt infor- 
mal natter, chinwag, rabbit; N. Amer. informal rap, 
bull session, formal confabulation, colloquy. 

► verb they chatted with their guests, talk, gossip, 
chatter, speak, converse, engage in conversa- 
tion, tittle-tattle, prattle, jabber, babble, informal 
gas, jaw, chew the rag/fat. yap, yak, yabber, 
yatter, yammer; Bnt. informal natter, rabbit, chun- 
ter, have a chinwag; N Amer informal shoot the 
breeze/bull, visit; Austral /NZ informal mag; formal 
confabulate; archaic clack. 

■ chat aomaona up ( informal) flirt with, make 
advances to; informal come on to; dated make 
love to, set one’s cap at, romance. 
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chatter ► noun she tired him with her chatter 
chat, talk, gossip, chit-chat, patter, jabbering, 
jabber, prattling, prattle, babbling, babble, 
tittle-tattle, blathering, blather; informal yabber 
ing, yammering, yattenng, yapping, jawing, 
chewing the rag/fat. Bnt informal nattering, 
chuntering, rabbiting on, formal confabulation, 
colloquy; archaic clack. 

► verb they chattered excitedly See chat verb 

Chatterbox ► noun (informal) talker, chatterer, 
prattler, N Amer blatherskite, informal windbag, 
gasbag, blabbermouth, Bnt informal natterer 

Chatty ►adjective O he was a chatty person 
talkative, communicative, expansive, unre- 
served. gossipy, gossiping, garrulous, loqua- 
cious, voluble, verbose; informal mouthy, gabby, 
gassy; Bnt informal able to talk the hind legs off a 
donkey 0 a chatty letter, conversational, gos- 
sipy, informal, casual, familiar, friendly; informal 
newsy. 

-opposites taciturn 

Chauvinist ► adjective chauvinist sentiments jin- 
goistic. chauvinistic, excessively patriotic, ex- 
cessively nationalistic, flag-waving, xenophobic, 
racist, racialist, ethnocentric, sexist, male chau- 
vinist, anti-feminist, misogynist, woman-hating 

► noun he’s a chauvinist sexist, anti-feminist, mis- 
ogynist, woman-hater, informal male chauvinist 
pig. MCP 

Cheap ►adjective Q cheap tickets inexpensive, 
low-priced, low-cost, economical, competitive, 
affordable, reasonable, reasonably priced, 
budget, economy, bargain, cut-price, reduced, 
discounted, discount, rock-bottom, giveaway, 
bargain-basement; informal dirt cheap. Q plain 
without looking cheap, poor-quality, second-rate, 
third-rate, substandard, low-grade, inferior, vul- 
gar, shoddy, trashy, tawdry, meretricious, 
cheap and nasty, cheapjack, gimcrack, Brum- 
magem, pinchbeck; informal rubbishy, cheapo, 
junky, tacky, kitsch; Bnt informal naff, duff, ropy, 
grotty; N Amer informal two-bit, dime-store 0 the 
cheap exploitation of suffering: despicable, con- 
temptible. unmoral, unscrupulous, unprin- # 
cipled, unsavoury, distasteful, vulgar, ignoble, * 
shameful; archaic scurvy ©he made me feel 
cheap • ashamed, humiliated, mortified, debased, 
degraded. Q(N Amer informal ) he mode the other 
guests look cheap. See mean 2 sense 1 
-opposites expensive 

cheapen ► vtrb Q cheapening the cost of exports 
reduce, lower (in price), cut, mark down, dis- 
count; informal slash. & Hetty never cheapened her- 
self. demean, debase, degrade, lower, humble, 
devalue, abase, discredit, disgrace, dishonour, 
shame, humiliate, mortify, prostitute. 

Cheat ►vsrb Q customers were cheated, swindle, 
defraud, deceive, tnck, dupe, hoodwink, 
double-cross, gull; informal diddle, np off, con, 
fleece, shaft, sting, bilk, rook, gyp, finagle, 
flimflam, put one over on, pull a fast one on, 

N Amer informal sucker, gold-brick, stiff; Austral in- 
formal pull a swifty on; formal mulct; poetic/ literary 
cozen; archaic chicane. ©she cheated Ryan out of 
his fortune: deprive of, deny, prevent from gain- 
ing; informal do out of. 0 the boy cheated death: 
avoid, escape, evade, elude; foil, frustrate, 
thwart. O cheating husbands * commit adultery, 
be unfaithful, stray; informal two-time, play 
about/around; Bnt informal play away. 

► noun Oa hor and a cheat: swindler, cheater, 


fraudster, (confidence) trickster, deceiver, hoax- 
er, hoodwinker, double-dealer, double-crosser, 
sham, fraud, fake, charlatan, quack, mounte- 
bank; infomnal con man/artist, shark, sharper, 
phoney, flimflammer. Brit informal twister; N 
Amer informal gnfter, bunco artist, gold brick, 
chiseller. Austral informal magsman, lllywhacker; 
dated confidence man, confidence woman. 0 a 
sure cheat for generating cash swindle, fraud, de- 
ception, deceit, hoax, sham, trick, ruse, informal 
con 

check ►verb Q troops checked all vehicles | I 
checked her background examine, inspect, look 
at/over, scrutinize, survey, study, investigate, 
research, probe, look into, enquire into; informal 
check out, give something a/the once-over. 
©he checked that the gun was cocked make sure, 
confirm, verify 0two defeats checked their pro- 
gress halt, stop, arrest, cut short, bar, obstruct, 
hamper, impede, inhibit, frustrate, foil, thwart, 
curb, block, stall, hold up, retard, delay, slow 
down, poetic/ literary stay ©her tears could not be 
checked suppress, repress, restrain, control, 
curb, rein in, stifle, hold back, choke back, infor- 
mal keep a lid on 

► noun © a check of the records, examination, in- 
spection, scrutiny, scrutinization, perusal, 
study, investigation, probe, analysis, test, trial, 
monitoring; check-up; informal once-over. look- 
see. 0 a check on the abuse of authority control, 
restraint, constraint, curb, limitation 0(/V 
Amer) the waitress arrived with the check bill, ac- 
count, invoice, statement. N Amer informal tab, 
archaic reckoning 

■ check in report (ones arrival), book in. 
register 

■ check out leave, vacate, depart, pay the 
bill, settle up. 

■ check something out ( informal) Qthe police 
checked out dozens of leads- investigate, look into, 
enquire into, probe, research, examine, go 
over; assess, weigh up. analyse, evaluate, fol- 
low up, mfomial give something a/the once-over, 
N Amer informal scope out ©she checked herself 
out in the mirror look at, survey, regard, in- 
spect, contemplate, informal have a gander/ 
squint at, Bnt informal have a dekko/butcher’s at, 
clock; N Amer informal eyeball 

■ keep something In chock curb, restrain, 
hold back, keep a tight rein on, rem m/back, 
control, govern, master, suppress, stifle, informal 
keep a lid on. 

check-up ► noun examination, inspection, 
evaluation, analysis, survey, probe, test, ap- 
praisal, check, health check, informal once-over, 
going-over. 

Cheek ►noun that's enough of your cheek » impu- 
dence. impertinence, insolence, cheekiness, 
presumption, effrontery, gall, pertness, impol- 
iteness, disrespect, bad manners, overfamiliar- 
ity, cockiness; answering back, talking back; in- 
formal brass (neck), lip, mouth, chutzpah; Brit in- 
formal sauce, backchat; N Amer. informal sass, sassi- 
ness, nerviness, back talk; archaic assumption. 

► vorb they were cheeking the dinner lady : answer 
back, talk back, be cheeky, be impertinent; Brit 
informal backchat; N. Amer informal sass, be sassy. 

cheeky ► sdjodivt impudent, impertinent, inso- 
lent, presumptuous, forward, pert, bold (as 
brass), brazen, cocky, overfamiliar, discour- 
teous, disrespectful, impolite, bad-mannered; In- 
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formal brass-necked, lippy. mouthy, fresh, saucy, 
N Amer informal sassy, nervy, archaic assumptive 
-oppositbs respectful, polite 
Cheep ►verb chirp, chirrup, twitter, tweet, 
peep, chitter, chirr, tnll. warble, smg 
Cheer ► noun o the cheers of the crowd hurrah, 
hurray, whoop, bravo, shout, hosanna, alleluia, 
(cheers) acclaim, acclamation, clamour, ap- 
plause, ovation 0a time of cheer happiness, 
joy, joyousness, cheerfulness, cheenness, glad- 
ness, memment, gaiety, jubilation, jollity, jolli 
ness high spirits, joviality, jocularity convivi 
ality, light-heartedness, menymaking, pleas 
ure, rejoicing, reveliy 0 Christmas cheer fare, 
food, foodstuffs, eatables, provender, drink, 
beverages, informal eats, nibbles, nosh, grub, 
chow, Bnt informal scoff, dated victuals formal 
comestibles, poetic/ literary viands 
-opposites boo sadness 
► verb O they cheered their team acclaim, hail, sa 
lute, shout for, hurrah, hurray, applaud, clap, 
put one's hands together for, bang the house 
down informal holler for, give someone a big 
hand, N Amer informal ballyhoo Qthe had wea- 
ther did little to cheer me raise someone s spir 
its make happier, brighten, buoy up. enliven, 
exhilarate hearten, gladden uplift, perk up 
encourage inspirit, informal buck up 
-opposites boo. depress 

■ cheer someone on encourage urge on. 
spur on drive on, motivate inspire fire (up), 
inspirit, N Amer light a fire under 

■ cheer up perk up, bnghten (up) become 
more cheerful, liven up, rally revive, bounce 
back take heart, informal buck up 

■ cheer someone up. See cheer verb sense 2 

cheerful ►adjective O he arrived looking cheerjul 
happy, jolly merry, bnght. glad, sunny, joyful, 
joyous light-hearted, m good/high spirits, full 
of the joys of spring, sparkling, bubbly, exuber 
ant, buoyant, ebullient, cock-a-hoop, elated, 
gleeful, breezy, cheery, jaunty, animated, radi 
ant smiling, jovial, genial, good-humoured, 
carefree, unwomed, untroubled, without a 
care in the world, informal upbeat, chipper, 
chirpy, peppy, bnght-eyed and bushy-tailed, 
full of beans, dated gay, formal jocund, poetic / 
literary gladsome, blithe, blithesome 0 a cheerjul 
room pleasant, attractive, agreeable, cheering, 
bnght, sunny, happy, friendly, welcoming 
-opposites sad 

Cheerio ►exclamation ( Bnt informal) goodbye, 
farewell, adieu, au revoir, ciao, adios, auf 
Wiedersehen, sayonara. Austral /NZ hooray mfor 
mal bye, bye-bye, so long, see you (later), 
lateifs), Bnt informal cheers, tata, tara, informal 
dated pip pip, toodle-oo 

cheerless ►adjective gloomy, dreary, dull, 
dismal, bleak, drab, sombre, dark, dim, dingy, 
funereal, austere, stark, bare, comfortless, un 
welcoming, uninviting; miserable, wretched, 
joyless, depressing, disheartening, dispintmg 
Cheers ►exclamation O (informal) he raised his 
glass and said ‘Cheers/’ heres to you, good 
health, your health, skol, prosit, salut; Informal 
bottoms up, down the hatch, Brit informal here's 
mud in your eye, Bnt informal dated cheeno, 
chin-chin Q(Bnt informal) cheers, see you later! See 
cheerio. 0(Bnt informal) cheers, mate (many) 
thanks, thanks a lot, thank you (kindly), much 
obliged; Informal thanks a million, Brit informal ta 


Cheery ► adjective See cheerful sense 1 
cheese ► noun. See list 
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chef ► noun cook, cordon bleu cook, food pre 
parer, chef de cuisine, chef de partie, pastry 
cook, saucier, N Amer informal short-order cook 

chef-d’ceuvre ►noun masterpiece, master 
work, fines* work, magnum opus, pidce de r£ 
sistance, tour de force 

chemical ► noun See list 

chequered ►adjective Qa chequered tablecloth' 
checked, multicoloured, manjrcoloured 0 a 
chequered history varied, mixed, full of ups and 
downs, vicissitudmous, unstable, irregular* er- 
ratic, inconstant, infernal up and down 

cherish ►verb Oa woman he could cherish 
adore, hold dear, love, dote on, be devoted to, 
revere, esteem, admire, think the world of, set 
great store by, hold m high esteem* care for, 
look after, protect, preserve, keep safe. 0/ 
cherish her letters treasure, prize, value highly, 
hold dear Qthey cherished dreams of glory har 
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Chamlcab 

See also acid, compound, kumcnt, poison, sum, vitamin. 


COMMON MAIM 

CHEMICAL NAME 

acetic add 

tthanolc add 

acetone 

propanone 

acetylene 

ethyne 

alcohol 

ethanol 

alumina 

aluminium oxide 

alum 

potash alum 

•qua forth (orchak) 

nitric add 

baking soda 

sodium bicarbonate 

baryta 

barium hydroxide 

bicarbonate of soda 

sodium bicarbonate 

blue vitriol (orchak) 

copper n#hate 

boradcadd 

boric add 

borax 

sodium borate 

Borazon (trademark) 

boron nitride 

calomel 

mercurous chloride 

carbolic add 

phenol 

carbonic add gas 

carbon dioxide 

{archaic) 

carbon tetrachloride 

tetrachloromethane 

carborundum 

siticon carbide 

caustic potash 

potassium hydroxide 

caustic soda 

sodium hydroxide 

CbHe saltpetre 

sodium nitrate 

chloroform 

trichloroethane 

chrome yellow 

lead chromate 

cinnabar 

mercuric suiphide 

common salt 

sodium chloride 

copperas 

ferrous sulphate or 
sulphate 

copper Vitriol (archaic) 

copper sulphate 

corrosive sublimate 

mercuric chloride 


corundum 

aluminium oxide 

cyanide 

sodium (or potassium) 
cyanide 

dry Ice 

(solid) carbon dioxide 

Epsom salts 

magnesium sulphate 

ether 

diethyl ether 

ethyl alcohol 

ethanol 

firedamp 

methane 

flowers of zinc 

zinc oxide 

folic add 

pteroyigfutamk: add 

— *- 

methanol 

formic add 

methanofc add 

Glauber*! salt 

sodium sulphate 


bour, entertain, possess, hold (on to), cling to. 
keep in one’s mind, foster, nurture. 

cherub ► noun Qshe was borne up to heaven by 
cherubs ■ angel, seraph. Qa cherub of 18 months- 
baby, infant, toddler; pretty/loveable child, in- 
nocent child, little angel; Informal (tiny) tot, tiny; 
poetic/ literary babe (m arms). 

Cherubic N adjective angelic, sweet, cute, 
adorable, appealing, loveable; innocent, seraph- 
ic. saintly. 

Chest ► noun Qa bullet wound in the chest. 
breast, upper body, torso, trunk, ribcage, tech' 
nical thorax. ©the matron had a large chest : bust, 
bosom; archaic embonpoint Q an oak chest: box, 
case, casket, crate, trunk, coffer, strongbox. 
-related terms pectoral, thoracic. 

■ get somothlng off one’s chest ( informal) 
confess, disclose, divulge, reveal, make 
known, make public, make a clean breast of, 


COMMON NAME 

CHEMICAL NAME 

glycerine 

glycerol 

green vitriol (archaic) 
gypsum 

ferrous sulphate 
catdum sulphate 

hydrochloric add 

hydrogen chloride 

jeweler's rouge 

ferric oxide 

laughing gas 

dinitrogen monoxide 

litharge 

lead monoxide 

Hthia 

lithium oxide 

lunar caustkforchok) 

silver nitrate 

magnesia ' 

magnesium oxide 

marsh gas 

methane 

massicot 

lead monoxide 

muriatic add (orchak) 

hydrochloric add 

nitric oxide 

nitrogen monoxide 

oil of vitriol (archaic) 

sulphuric add 

peroxide 

hydrogen peroxide 

phosphorous add 

phosphoric add 

piaster of Paris 

cakium sulphate 

potash 

potassium carbonate or 


potassium hydroxide 

prussic add (dated) 

hydrocyanic add 

quicklime 

calcium oxide 

red lead 

lead oxkk 

sal ammoniac (dated) 

ammonium chloride 

salt 

sodium chloride 

saltpetre 

potassium nitrate 

silica 

silicon dioxide 

slaked lime 

cakium hydroxide 

soda 

sodium carbonate 

spirits of salt (orchak) 

hydrochloric add 

strontta 

strontium oxide 

sugar 

sucrose 

sugar of lead (dated) 

lead acetate 

sulphuretted hydrogen 

hydrogen suiphide 

(archaic) 

thorta 

thorium dioxide 

titanium white 

titanium dioxide 

verdigris 

copper carbonate 

vitrioKofthoJc) 

sulphuric add 

washing soda 

sodium carbonate 

white arsenic 

arsenic trioxide 

white vitriol (orchak) 

zinc sulphate 

xylene 

dknethyfcenzene 

zaffre 

cobalt oxide 

zJrconia 

zirconium dioxide 


bring into the open, tell all about, get a load 
off one’s mind. 

Chew ► verb Carolyn chewed a mouthful of toast. 
masticate, munch, champ, crunch, nibble, 
gnaw, eat, consume; formal manducate 

■ chow somothlng ovor meditate on, rumin- 
ate on, think about/over/through, mull over, 
consider, weigh up, ponder on, deliberate on, 
reflect on, muse on, dwell on, give thought to, 
turn over in one’s mind; brood over, puzzle 
over, rack one’s brains about; N. Amer think on; 
Informal kick around/about, bat around/about; 
formal cogitate about; archaic pore on. 

■ chow tho fat/ rag (Informal). See chat verb. 

chic ► adjective stylish, smart, elegant, sophisti- 
cated, dressy, dapper, dashing, trim; fashion- 
able. high-fashion, in vogue, up to date, up to 
the minute, contemporary, d la mode; informal 
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trendy, with it, snappy, snazzy, natty, swish, N 
Amer informal fly. spiffy, kicky, tony. 

-opposites unfashionable 
chicanery ► noun trickery, deception, deceit, 
deceitfulness, duplicity, dishonesty, devious- 
ness, unscrupulousness, underhandedness, sub- 
terfuge, fraud, fraudulence, sharp practice, 
skulduggeiy, swindling, cheating, duping, 
hoodwinking, informal crookedness, monkey 
business, hanky-panky, shenanigans. Brtt Informal 
jiggery-pokery, N Amer informal monkeyshmes, 
archaic management, knavery 
chicken ► noun hen, cock, chick See list at 

FOWL 

chide ► vorb scold, chastise, upbraid, berate, 
reprimand, reprove, rebuke, admonish, cen- 
sure, lambaste, lecture, give someone a piece 
of one’s mind, take to task, haul over the 
coals, informal tell off. dress down, bawl out, 
blow up at, give someone an earful, give some- 
one a roasting, come down on someone like a 
ton of bncks, have someone’s guts for garters, 
slap someone’s wrist, rap over the knuckles, 
give someone hell, Bnt informal carpet, tick off, 
have a go at, tear someone off a strip, give 
someone what for, give someone a rocket, N 
Amer informal chew out, ream out. Austral informal 
monster, formal castigate, dated give someone a 
rating, archaic chasten, rare reprehend, objur- 
gate 

-opposites praise 

chief ► noun Qa Highland chief leader, chief- 
tain, head, headman, ruler, overlord, master, 
commander, seigneur, liege (lord), potentate 
Qthe chief of the central bank head, principal, 
chief executive, president, chair, chairman, 
chairwoman, chairperson, governor, director, 
manager, manageress, employer, proprietor, N 
Amer chief executive officer, CEO, informal skip- 
per, numero uno, (head) honcho, boss, Bnt infor- 
mal gaffer, guv’nor, N Amer informal padrone, sa- 
chem 

► adjective Q the chief rabbi head, leading, princi- 
pal. premier, highest, foremost, supreme, arch 
© their chief aim. main, principal, most import- 
ant, primary, pnme, first, cardinal, central, 
key, crucial, essential, pre-eminent, predomin- 
ant, paramount, ovemding, informal number- 
one 

-related terms arch-. 

-opposites subordinate, minor 
Chiefly ► adverb mainly, in the mam, pnmanly, 
principally, predominantly, mostly, for the 
most part; usually, habitually, typically, com- 
monly, generally, on the whole, largely, by and 
large, as £ rule, almost always 
child ► noun youngster, little one, boy, girl, 
baby, newborn, infant, toddler, schoolboy, 
schoolgirl, minor, junior; son, daughter, des- 
cendant; (children) offspring, progeny; Scottish 
& N English bairn, laddie, lassie, lass, informal kid, 
kiddie, kiddiewink, nipper, tiny, (tiny) tot, 
shaver, young ’un, lad, Bnt informal sprog, N. 
Amer informal rug rat: Austral /NZ infernal ankle- 
biter; derogatory brat, guttersnipe, poetic/ literary 
babe (in arms)/ 

— RBLATED TBRMS paedo- 

chlldblrth ► noun labour, delivery, giving 
birth, birthing; formal parturition; dated confine- 
ment; poetic/ literary travail; archaic lying-in, ac- 
couchement. childbed. 


-related terms obstetric, puerperal. 

Childhood ►noun youth, early years/life. in- 
fancy, babyhood, boyhood, girlhood, pre-teens, 
pre-pubescence, minority; the springtime of 
life, one’s salad days; formal nonage, juvenes- 
cence. 

-opposites adulthood 

Childish ►adjective Q childish behaviour imma- 
ture. babyish, infantile, juvenile, puerile; silly, 
mane, jejune, foolish, irresponsible, ©a round 
childish face: childlike, youthful, young, young- 
looking, girlish, boyish 
-opposites mature, adult. 

Childlike ►adjective Qgrandmoiher looked al- 
most childlike youthful, young, young-looking, 
girlish, boyish. Qgeniuses tend to be rather child- 
like innocent, artless, guileless, unworldly, un- 
sophisticated, naive, ingenuous, trusting, un- 
suspicious, unwary, credulous, gullible; un- 
affected, without airs, uninhibited, natural, 
spontaneous; informal wet behind the ears 

chill ► noun © a chill m the air coldness, chilli- 
ness, coolness, iciness, rawness, bitterness, nip 
©he had a chiU' cold, dose of flu/influenza; ar- 
chaic gnppe ©the chill in their relations un 
friendliness, lack of warmth/understanding, 
chilliness, coldness, coolness 
-opposites warmth 

► varb O the dessert is best chilled make cold, make 
colder, cool (down/off), refrigerate, ice ©his 
quiet tone chilled Ruth, scare, frighten, petrify, 
terrify, alarm; make someone’s blood run cold, 
chill to the bone/marrow, make someone’s 
flesh crawl, informal scare the pants off; Bnt infor- 
mal put the wind up, archaic affright 
-opposites warm 

► adjective a chill wind cold, chilly, cool, fresh, 
wintry, frosty, icy, ice-cold, icy-cold, glacial, 
polar, arctic, raw, bitter, bitterly cold, biting, 
freezing, frigid, gelid, informal nippy, Bnt informal 
parky 

■ chill out (N Amer informal) See relax sense 1. 

Chilly ►adjective Qthe weather had turned chilly 
cold, cool, ensp, fresh, wmtiy, frosty, icy, ice- 
cold, icy-cold, chill, glacial, polar, arctic, raw, 
bitter, bitterly cold, freezing, frigid, gelid; infor- 
mal nippy, Bnt informal parky. 0/ woke up feeling 
chilly cold, frozen (stiff), frozen to the core/ 
marrow/bone, freezing (cold), bitterly cold, 
shivery, chilled ©a chilly reception, unfriendly, 
unwelcoming, cold, cool, frosty, gelid, informal 
stand-offish, offish 
-opposites warm 

Chime ►wrb Qthe bells began to chime, ring, 
peal. toll, sound, ding, dong, clang, boom. 
poetic/ literary knell. © the clock chimed eight o'clock 
strike, sound 

► noun the chimes of the bells peal, pealing, ring- 
ing, carillon, toll, tolling; ding-dong, clanging, 
tintinnabulation, poetic/ literary knell. 

■ chime In Q 'Yes, you do that Doreen chimed in: 
interject, interpose, interrupt, butt in, cut in, 
join in, Bnt informal chip in. ©his remarks chimed 
in with the ideas of Adam Smith: accord, corres- 
pond, be consistent, be compatible, agree, be 
in agreement, fit in, be in tune, be consonant; 
informal square. 

chimera ►noun illusion, fantasy, delusion, 
dream, fancy. 


chimney / chorus 
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chimney ► noun stack, smokestack; flue, fun- 
nel, vent. 

China ► noun ©a china cup: porcelain. See list at 
pottery 0 a table laid with the best china: 
dishes, plates, cups and saucers, crockeiy, 
tableware, dmner service, tea service. 

Chinese calendar ► noun. See list. 



rat dragon monkey 

buffalo snake rooster 

tiger horse dog 

rabbit/hare goat/sheep pig 


chink 1 ► noun a chink in the curtains, opening, 
gap, space, hole, aperture, crack, fissure, crev- 
ice, cranny, cleft, split, slit, slot. 

Chink 1 ►verb the glasses chinked: jingle, jangle, 
clink, tinkle 

chip ► noun ©wood chips ■ fragment, sliver, 
splinter, spell, shaving, paring, flake. 0 a chip 
in the glass: nick, crack, scratch, flaw, fault 
Ofish and chips, chipped potatoes, potato chips, 
Bnt French fned potatoes, N Amer French fries 
©gambling chips, counter, token, jetton, N 
Amer check. 

► verb ©the teacup was chipped’ nick, crack, 
scratch; damage, ©the plaster had chipped: 
break (off), crack, crumble. Qchip the flint to 
the required shape whittle, hew, chisel. 

■ chip in ©‘He’s right,’ Gloria chipped in ■ inter 
rupt, intellect, interpose, cut in, chime m, butt 
m © parents and staff chipped in to raise the cash’ 
contribute, make a contnbution/donation, 
club together, pay; informal fork out, shell out. 
cough up, Bnt informal stump up; N Amer informal 
kick in. 

Chirp ► verb tweet, twitter, chirrup, cheep, 
peep, chitter, chirr, sing, warble, tnll 
Chirpy ► adjective (informal). See cheerful sense 2 
chit-chat ► noun ( informal) small talk, chat, 
chatting, chatter, prattle. Brit informal nattering, 
chuntering. 

Chivalrous ► adjective ©his chivalrous treatment 
of women' gallant, gentlemanly, honourable, 
respectful, considerate; courteous, polite, gra- 
cious, well mannered, mannerly; archaic gentle 
0 chivalrous pursuits: knightly, noble, chivalnc; 
brave, courageous, bold, valiant, valorous, 
heroic, daring, intrepid. 

-opposites rude, cowardly 
chivalry ►noun Qacts of chivalry: gallantry, 
gentlemanliness, considerateness; courtesy, 
courteousness, politeness, graciousness, man- 
nerliness, good manners, ©the values of chivalry- 
knight errantry, courtly manners, kmghtli- 
ness, courtliness, nobility; bravery, courage, 
boldness, valour, heroism, daring, intrepidity. 
-opposites rudeness. 

Chlwy ►verb nag, badger, hound, harass, 
hany, pester, keep on at, go on at; Informal has- 
sle, bug, breathe down someone’s neck; N 
Amer. Informal ride. 

Cholca ►noun Q their choice of candidate | .free- 
dom of choice: selection, election, choosing, 
picking; decision, say, vote, ©you have no other 
dialer, option, alternative, possible course of ac- 
tion. ©an extensive choice of wines: range, var- 


iety, selection, assortment, ©the perfect choice 
appointee, nominee, candidate, selection. 

► adjective © choice plums: superior, first-class, 
first-rate, prime, premier, grade A, best, finest, 
excellent, select, quality, high-quality, top, top- 
quality, high-grade, prize, fine, special; hand- 
picked, carefully chosen; informal tip-top, Al, 
top-notch, ©a few choice words, rude, abusive, 
insulting, offensive. 

-opposites inferior. 

choir ► noun singers, chorus, chorale. 

-related terms choral. 

Choke ►verb © Christopher started to choke • gag, 
retch, cough, fight for breath 0 thick dust 
choked her: suffocate, asphyxiate, smother, 
stifle. Qshe had been choked to death, strangle, 
throttle; asphyxiate, suffocate; informal strangu- 
late. © the guttering was choked with leaves: clog 
(up), bung up, stop up, block, obstruct, plug, 
technical occlude. 

■ choke something back suppress, hold 
back, fight back, bite back, swallow, check, re- 
strain, control, repress, smother, stifle, informal 
keep a/the lid on. 

choleric ► adjective bad-tempered, irascible, ir- 
ritable, grumpy, grouchy, crotchety, tetchy, 
testy, crusty, cantankerous, curmudgeonly, ill- 
tempered, peevish, cross, fractious, crabbed, 
crabby, waspish, prickly, peppery, touchy, 
short-tempered, informal snappish, snappy, 
chippy, short-fused, Bnt informal shirty, stroppy, 
narky, ratty; N Amer informal cranky, ornery, 
soreheaded; Austral / NZ informal snaky 
-opposites good-natured, affable 

choOSO ►verb ©we chose a quiet country hotel 
select, pick (out), opt for, plump for, settle on, 
decide on, fix on; appoint, name, nominate, 
vote for QI1 I stay as long as I choose, wish, 
want, desire, feel/be inclined, please, like, see 
fit. 

Choosy ► adjective ( informal) fussy, finicky, fas- 
tidious, over-particular, difficult/hard to please, 
exacting, demanding; informal picky, pernickety, 
N. Amer informal persnickety; archaic mce 

Chop ►verb Qchop the potatoes into pieces: cut 
up, cut into pieces, chop up, cube, dice, N Amer 
hash © chopping wood’ chop up, cut up. cut 
into pieces, hew, split Qfour fingers were 
chopped off sever, cut off, hack off, slice off, 
lop off, saw off, shear off. Qthey chopped down 
large areas of rainforest cut down, fell, hack 
down. © ( informal) their training courses were 
chopped, reduce drastically, cut, abolish, axe, 
scrap; informal slash. 

■ the chop (Bnt. informal) notice; informal the 
sack, the boot, the elbow, the push, one’s 
marching orders; Bnt informal one’s cards. 

choppor ► noun (Brit.) axe, cleaver, hatchet. 

Choppy ► adjective rough, turbulent, heavy, 
heaving, stormy, tempestuous, squally. 
-opposites calm. 

Chore ► noun task, job. duty, errand; (chores) 
(domestic) work. 

Chortle ►verb chuckle, laugh, giggle, titter, 
tee-hee, snigger. 

Chorus ► noun ©the chorus sang powetfitBy : 
choir, ensemble, choral group, choristers, 
(group of) singers. Qthey sang the chorus: re- 
frain. 
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Abode of low 

-CMttwMpNMs 

Adventists 

umsuart wwwren 

Africa! i* Afro-Caribbean 

Christian Science 

Churches 

Church Army 

African Orthodox Church 

Churches of Christ 

Agapemone 

AiMgenses 

Churches of God 

Church in Wales 

«nenc©T Haptnt 

Churches 

American Orthodox 

Church of Christ 

Scientist 

Church of England 

Ch urch of Ireland 

Church 

Amish 

Church of jesus Christ of 

Amish Mermwifces 

latter-day Saints 

Anabaptists 

Church of North India 

Anglican Communion 

Church of Scotland 

Anglo-Cathotks 

Church of South India 

Apostolic Brethren 

Church of the Nazarene 

Armenian Church 

Church of the New 

Assemblies of Cod 

Jerusalem 

A&sumpttonlsts 

Congregatkmaitets 

Assyrian Church 

Conservative Baptists 

Baptists 

Coptic Orthodox Church 

Bogomils 

Countess of 

8ohemian Brethren 

Huntingdon's 

Brethren (Dunfcers) 

Connexion 

Brethren In Christ 

Covenanters 

Buchanites 

Cumberland 

Caivlnfstic Methodists 

Presbyterian Church 

Cameronlans 

Disciples of Christ 

Camisards 

Dappers 

Catholic Apostolic 

Doukhobon 

Church 

Dunkers 

Catholics 

Dutch Reformed Church 

Celtic Church 

Eastern Orthodox 

Chafdaean Christians 

Church 

Cherubim & Seraphim 

Episcopal Church of 

Churches 

Scotland 


■ in chorus in unison, together, simultaneous' 
ly. as one; in concert, in harmony. 

Christ ► noun Jesus (Christ), the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the Lamb of God. the Prince of 
Peace, the Nazarene, the Galilean 

Christen ► verb Qshe was christened Sara: bap- 
tize, name, give the name of, call ©a group 
who were christened ‘ The Magic Circle '• call, name, 
dub, style, term, designate, label, nickname, 
give the name of, formal denominate. 

Christianity ► noun. See lists. 

Christmas ► noun Noel, informal Xmas; Brit in- 
formal Chrimbo, Chrissie; archaic Yule, Yuletide 

chronic h adjective Oa chrome illness' persist- 
ent. long-standing, long-term; incurable 
0 chronic economic problems: constant, continu- 
ing, ceaseless, unabating, unending, persistent, 
long-lasting; severe, serious, acute, grave, dire 
©a chronic liar, inveterate, hardened, dyed- 
in-the-wool, incorrigible; compulsive; informal 
pathological. Q[Bnt informal} the film was chronic. 
See substandard. 

-opposites acute, temporary. 

chronicle ► noun a chronicle of the region’s past: 
record, written account, history, annals, arch- 
ives); log, diary, journal. 

► vtfb the events that followed have been chronicled: 
record, put on record, write down, set down, 
document, register, report 


tmtoptan unnowSfe 

Orthodox Church • 

Particular Baptists, - 

Church 

PauBrians 

EvangeteaLChurches 
family of love 

bnrif i rtehninfrwB ^th****MLmM ' 

nynWwt WwlfW 

Fifth Monarchy Men 

Free Church 

Presbyterians 

f Tmwnv* " 

Free Oturdj* of Scotland 

nvwfWMS ’ v - 

free Presbyterian 

Puritans 

Church of Scotland 

Quakers 

Free WHi Baptists 

Reformed Churches 

Gideons 

ReUgious Society of 

Greek Orthodox Church 

Friends 

Huguenots 

River Brethren 

Hussites 

Roman Catholics 

Hutterttes 

Rosicrudam 

Independent Methodists 

Russian Orthodox 

Jehovah's Witnesses 

Church 

jesus People 

Salvation Army 

jumpers 

Seventh-day Adventists 

tabards 

Shakers 

Lutherans 

Society of Friends 

Malabar Christians 

Southern Baptist Church 

Maronites 

Swedenborglans 

Menmmltes 

Syrian Orthodox Church 

Methodists 

Uniates 

Millennial Church 

Unitarians 

Moravian Church 

Unitarian UtdversaRsts 

Muggletonlans 

Unites Fratrum 

Nazarenes 

United Church of Christ 

Nestorians 

United Free Church 

New Testament 

United Reformed 

Assembly 

Church 

Old Believers 

Ok) Cathodes 

Oriental Orthodox 

WaMenses 

Wesleyans 


Churches 

chronicler ► noun annalist, historian, archiv- 
ist. dianst, recorder, reporter 

chronological ► adjective sequential, con- 
secutive. in sequence, in order (of time) 

Chubby ► adjective plump, tubby, fat, rotund, 
portly, dumpy, chunky, well upholstered, well 
covered, well rounded; informal roly-poly, pudgy, 
blubbery; Brit informal podgy. N Amer informal 
zaftig, corn-fed, archaic pursy 
-opposites skinny 

chuck ► verb [informal) ©he chucked the letter onto 
the table : throw, toss, fling, hurl, pitch, cast, 
lob, informal sling, bung, buzz; Austral informal hoy; 
NZ informal bish. 01 chucked the rubbish: throw 
away/out, discard, dispose of, get rid of, dump, 
bin, scrap, jettison; informal ditch, junk; N Amer 
informal trash ©I've chucked my job: give up, 
leave, resign from, informal quit, pack in: Bat in- 
formal jack in. ©Mary chucked him for another guy: 
leave, throw over, finish with, break off with, 
jilt; informal dump, ditch, give someone the 
elbow, Bnt informal give someone the push, give 
someone the big E. 

chuckle ► verb chortle, giggle, titter, tee-hee, 
snicker, snigger. 

Chum ► noun ( informal) friend, companion, in- 
timate; playmate, classmate, schoolmate, work- 
mate; informal pal, spar, crony; Brit, informal mate, 
oppo, china, mucker, N. Amer. informat buddy, 
amigo, compadre, home boy. 


chummy | circle 
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Christian Religious Orders 


Antonians 

(gnorantmes 

Augustlnlan Hermits 

jacobins 

Austin Friars 

Jesuits 

Bamabites 

Knights Templar 

Benedictines 

Uttle Brothers of Jesus 

Bemardlnes 

Marianlsts 

Black Frlafs 

Marists 

Black Monks 

Minims 

Blue Nuns 

Minorites 

Bonhommes 

Norbertkies 

Brethren of the 

Oratoriarts 

Common life 

Passionfets 

Bdglttlnes 

Paulines 

Brothers Hospitallers 

Plarists 

CamakloBtes 

Poor Clares 

Canons Regular 

Poor Soldiers of the 

Capuchins 

Temple 

Carmelites 

Premonstratenslans 

Carthusians 

Saleslans 

Christian Brothers 

Servites 

Cistercians 

Sisters of Charity 

Ckinlacs 

Sisters of the Love of 

Conceptions 

God 

Conventuals 

Sisters of the Sacred 

Culdees 

Cross 

Doctrinarians 

Somascans 

Dominicans 

Studites 

Franciscans 

Sytvestrtnes 

Friars Minor 

Theatfnes 

Friars Preachers 

Trappists 

Gtfbeitfnes 

Trinitarians 

Grey Friars 

UrsuUnes 

Grey Nuns 

Vtsitandtnes 

Hieronymites 

Hospitallers 

White Friars 

-opposites enemy, stranger 


chummy ► adjactlv, (informal) friendly, on good 
terms, close, familiar, intimate, informal thick, 
matey, pally, buddy-buddy, palsy-walsy 

Chunk ►noun lump, hunk, wedge, block, slqb, 
square, nugget, bnck, cube, bar, cake, informal 
wodge: N Amer informal gob 

Chunky ► adjective Qa chunky young man 
stocky, sturdy, thickset, heavily built, well 
built, burly, bulky, brawny, solid, heavy; 
Austral / NZ nuggety, Bnt informal fubsy. 0 a chunky 
sweater thick, bulky, heavy-knit 
-opposites slight, light 

church ► noun Qa village church, place of wor 
ship, house of God; cathedral, minster, abbey, 
chapel, basilica; Scottish & N English kirk. See list 
©the Methodist Church denomination, sect, 
creed; faith. See lists at Christianity, religion, 
-related terms ecclesiastical. 

churchyard ► noun graveyard, cemetery, ne- 
cropolis, burial ground, garden of remem- 
brance; Scottish kirkyard, N Amer memorial 
park; archaic God’s acre 

churlish ► adjective rude, ill-mannered, ill- 
bred, discourteous, impolite, unmannerly, un- 
civil. unchi valrous; inconsiderate, uncharitable, 
surly, sullen; informal ignorant. 

-opposites polite. 

Chum ►verb Q village giris churned the milk: stir, 
agitate, beat, whip, whisk. 0 the sea churned. 
heave, boil, swirl, toss, seethe; poete/ literary roil. 


Pwts of a Church 


aisle 

flying 

rood screen 

ambulatory 

buttress 

sacrarium 

apse 

font 

sacristy 

aumbry 

gafflee 

sanctuary 

baptistery or 

gallery 

sedfftt 

baptistry 

high altar 

spire 

belfry 

Jesse 

squint 

buttress 

window 

stall 

chancel 

lady chapel 

steeple 

chantry 

loft 

tabemade 

chevet 

narthex 

tambour 

choir 

nave 

tower 

choir stall 

organ loft 

transept 

dborium 

pardose 

traverse 

clerestory 

parvis or 

tribune 

confessional 

parvise 

triforium 

crossing 

pew 

undercroft 

crypt 

presbytery 

vault 

dome 

prothesis 

vaulting 

fenestella 

pulpit 

vestibule 

ffeche 

rood loft 

vestry 


©t he propellers churned up the water disturb, 
stir up, agitate, poetic/ literary roil 
■ chum something out produce, make, turn 
out, informal crank out. bang out 
Chute ►noun Qa refuse chute channel, slide, 
shaft, funnel, conduit 0 water chutes- (water) 
slide, flume 

Cigarette ►noun filter tip, king-size; informal 
ciggy, cig. smoke, cancer stick, coffin nail, Bnt 
informal fag, snout, roll-up 
cinch ►noun ( informal) ©it's a cinch, easy task, 
child’s play, five-finger exercise, gift, walkover, 
informal doddle, piece of cake, picnic, breeze, 
kids’ stuff, cakewalk, pushover, Bnt informal 
doss, N Amer informal duck soup, snap. Austral /NZ 
informal bludge, snack, dated snip 0he was a 
cinch to take a prize certainty, sure thing, Bnt /n- 
formal (dead) cert 
-opposites challenge 
cinders ► plural noun ashes, ash. embers 
Cinema ►noun Q the local cinema multiplex, 
cmematheque, N Amer movie theatre/house, 
dated picture palace/theatre; histoncal nickel- 
odeon. 0J hardly ever go to the cinema the pic- 
tures, the movies, informal the flicks. ©British 
cinema films, movies, pictures, motion pic- 
tures 

Cipher ►noun Qin/ormatton in cipher, code, se- 
cret writing; cryptograph. Q working as a cipher 
nobody, nonentity, unimportant person. 
0 (dated) a row of ciphers: zero, nought, nil, 0. 
circa ►preposition approximately, (round) 
about, around, in the region of, roughly, some- 
thing like, of the order of, or so, or there- 
abouts, more or less; informal as near as dammit, 
N Amer Informal in the ballpark of. 

-opposites exactly. 

circle ►noun Qa circle of gold stars : ring, band, 
hoop, circlet; halo, disc; technical annulus, ©her 
circle of friends: group, set, company, coterie, 
clique; crowd, band; informal gang, bunch, crew. 
0 illustrious circles, sphere, world, milieu; soci- 
ety. 

► verb Q seagulls circled above: wheel, move round, 
revolve, rotate, whirl, spiral. 0 satellites circling 
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the earth, go round, travel round, circumnavi- 
gate, orbit, revolve round, ©the abbey was cir- 
cled by a wall • surround, encircle, nng. enclose, 
encompass; poetic /literary gird. 

Circuit ► noun ©two circuits of the village green ■ 
lap, turn, round, circle Q(Bnt) a racing circuit 
track, racetrack, running track, course ©the 
judge's circuit tour (of duty), rounds 
Circuitous * adjective ©a circuitous route. 
roundabout, indirect, winding, meandering, 
serpentine ©a circuitous discusston indirect, Ob' 
lique, roundabout, circumlocutory, periphras- 
tic 

-opposites direct 

circular ► adjective a circular window round, 
disc-shaped, ring-shaped, annular 
► noun a free circular leaflet, pamphlet, handbill, 
flyer. N Amer mailer, folder, dodger, 
circulate ► veib ©the news was widely circu- 
lated spread (about/around), communicate, 
disseminate, make known, make public, broad- 
cast, publicize, advertise, distribute, give out, 
pass around Qfresh air circulates freely flow, 
course, move round Qthey circulated among 
their guests socialize, mmgle 
circumference ► noun ©the circumference of 
the pit. perimeter, border, boundary; edge, rim, 
verge, margin, fringe, poetic (literary marge, 
bourn ©the circumference of his arm girth, 
width 

circumlocution ► noun periphrasis, discur- 
siveness, long-wmdedness, verbosity, verbiage, 
wordmess, prolixity, redundancy, pleonasm, 
tautology, repetitiveness, repetitiousness 
circumscribe ► verb restrict, limit, keep 
within bounds, curb, confine, restrain, regu- 
late. control 

circumspect ► adjective cautious, wary, care- 
ful. chary, guarded, on one’s guard; watchful, 
alert, attentive, heedful, vigilant, leery, informal 
cagey, playing one’s cards close to one’s chest 
-opposites unguarded 

Circumstances ► plural noun © favourable 
economic circumstances ■ situation, conditions, 
state of affairs, position, (turn of) events, inci- 
dents, occurrences, happenings, factors, con- 
text, background, environment, informal circs 
QJane explained the circumstances to him the 
facts, the details, the particulars, how things 
stand, the lie of the land, Bnt the state of play; 
N Amer the lay of the land; informal what’s what, 
the score. © reduced circumstances’ financial pos- 
ition, lot, lifestyle; resources, means, finances, 
income, dated station in life, 
circumstantial ► adjective Othey have only 
circumstantial evidence: indirect, inferred, de- 
duced. conjectural; inconclusive, unprovable. 
©the picture was so circumstantial that it began to 
be convincing: detailed, particularized, compre- 
hensive, thorough, exhaustive; explicit, spe- 
cific. 

circumvsnt ► verb avoid, get round/past, 
evade, bypass, sidestep, dodge, N Amer end-run; 
informal duck. 

clstam ► noun tank, reservoir, container, butt, 
citadal ► noun fortress, fort, stronghold, for- 
tification. castle, buig, archaic hold. 

Citation ►noun ©a citation from an eighteenth- 
century text: quotation, quote, extract, excerpt, 


passage, line; reference, allusion; N Amer cite, 
©a citation for gallantry: commendation, (hon- 
ourable) mention © (Law) a traffic citation: sum- 
mons, subpoena, writ, court order 
cite ► verb Qcite the passage infoU. quote, repro- 
duce Qhe cited the case of Leigh v. Gladstone. 
refer to, make reference to, mention, allude 
to, adduce, instance, specify, name. Qhe has 
been cited many times’ commend, pay tribute to, 
praise. © (Law) the writ cited four of the signator- 
ies. summon, summons, serve with a summons/ 
wnt, subpoena 

citizen ►noun ©a British citizen: subject, na- 
tional* passport holder, native ©the citizens of 
Edinburgh, inhabitant, resident, native, towns- 
man, townswoman, formal denizen, archaic bur- 
gher; Bnt archaic burgess 

city ► noun town, municipality, metropolis, 
megalopolis, conurbation, urban area, metro- 
politan area, Scottish burgh, informal big smoke. 
N Amer informal burg. 

-RELATED TERMS Urban, CIVIC 

civic ►adjective municipal, city, town, urban, 
metropolitan; public, civil, community. 

Civil ►adjective ©a civil marriage’ secular, non- 
religious, lay, formal laic. Q civil aviation, non- 
military, civilian ©a civU war: internal, do- 
mestic, interior, national Qhe behaved in a civil 
manner polite, couiteous, well mannered, well 
bred, gentlemanly, chivalrous, gallant, ladylike, 
cordial, genial, pleasant, affable 
-opposites religious, military, international, 
rude 

Civilian ► noun non-military person, non- 
combatant, ordmary/private citizen, informal 
civvy 

civility ► noun © he treated me with civility 
courtesy, courteousness, politeness, good 
manners, graciousness, consideration, respect, 
politesse, comity ©she didn’t waste time on civil- 
ities polite remark, politeness, courtesy, for- 
mality 

-opposites rudeness. 

Civilization ►noun ©a higher stage of civiliza- 
tion human development, advancement, pro- 
gress, enlightenment, culture, refinement, so- 
phistication © ancient civilizations culture, so- 
ciety. nation, people. 

Civilize ► verb enlighten, improve, educate, in- 
struct, refine, cultivate, polish, socialize, hu- 
manize; informal edify 

civilized ►adjective polite, courteous, well 
mannered, civil, gentlemanly, ladylike, man- 
nerly; cultured, cultivated, refined, polished, 
sophisticated, enlightened, educated, advanced, 
developed. 

-opposites rude, unsophisticated 
Civil servant ► noun public servant, govern- 
ment official; bureaucrat, mandarin, official, 
administrator, functionary 
Clad ►adjective dressed, clothed, attired, got 
up, garbed, rigged out, costumed; wearing, 
sporting; archaic apparelled. 

Claim ► verb © Davies claimed that she was lying: 
assert, declare, profess, maintain, state, hold, 
affirm, avow; aigue, contend, allege; formal aver 
archaic avouch. & no one claimed die items : lay 
claim to, assert ownership of. formally request 
©you can claim compensation: request, ask for, 
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apply for; demand, exact O the fire claimed four 
lives, take, cause/result m the loss of 

► noun ©her claims that she was raped ■ assertion, 
declaration, profession, affirmation, avowal, 
protestation, contention, allegation, ©a claim 
for damages: request, application; demand, pe- 
tition ©we have first claim on their assets en- 
TITLEMENT TO, title tO, right tO. 

claimant ► noun applicant, candidate, suppli- 
cant; petitioner, plaintiff, litigant, appellant 

clairvoyance ►noun second sight, psychic 
powers, ESP, extrasensory perception, sixth 
sense; telepathy. 

Clairvoyant ►noun psychic, fortune teller, 
crystal-gazer; medium, spiritualist, telepathist, 
telepath, mind-reader 

► adjective I'm not clairvoyant • psychic, having sec- 
ond sight, having a sixth sense, telepathic 

Clamber ►verb scramble, climb, scrabble, 
claw one’s way 

Clammy ►adjective ©Ills clammy hands moist, 
damp, sweaty, sticky, slimy, slippery © the 
clammy atmosphere, damp, dank, wet. humid, 
close, muggy, heavy 
-opposites dry 

Clamorous ►adjective noisy, loud, vocal, vo- 
ciferous. raucous, rowdy, importunate, de- 
manding, insistent, vehement. 

-opposites quiet 

Clamour ► noun O her voice rose above the clam - 
our. din, racket, rumpus, loud noise, uproar, tu- 
mult, shouting, yelling, screaming, baying, 
roaring, commotion, brouhaha, hue and C17, 
hubbub; informal hullabaloo, Bnt informal row 
©the clamour for her resignation demand(s), 
call(s), uiging ©the clamour of protectionists 
protests, complaints, outcry 

► verb O clamouring crowds, yell, shout loudly, 
bay, scream, roar. © scientists are clamouring for 
a ban * demand, call, press, push, lobby 

Clamp ►noun ©a clamp was holding the wood 
brace, vice, press, clasp; Music capo (tasto), 
Climbing jumar © clamps had been fitted to the car. 
immobilizer, wheel clamp, N Amer boot 

► verb ©the sander is clamped on to the workbench 
fasten, secure, fix, attach, screw, bolt ©a pipe 
was clamped between his teeth clench, grip, hold, 
press, clasp, ©his car was clamped immobilize, 
wheel-damp, N. Amer boot. 

■ clamp down on suppress, prevent, stop, 
put a stop/end to, stamp out, crack down on, 
limit, restrict, control, keep in check. 

clampdown ► noun ( informal} suppression, 
prevention, stamping out; crackdown, restric- 
tion, restraint, curb, check 
Clan ►noun ©the Macleod clan * group of fam- 
ilies, sept; family, house, dynasty, tribe; Anthro- 
pology sib, kinship group, ©a clan of art collect- 
ors: group, set, circle, clique, cotene; crowd, 
band; informal gang, bunch. 

clandestine ►adjective secret, covert, fur- 
tive. surreptitious, stealthy, cloak-and-dagger, 
hole-and-corner, closet, backstairs, hugger- 
mugger; informal hush-hush. 

clang ► noun the clang of the church bells: rever- 
beration. ringing, nng. ding-dong. bong. peal, 
chime, toll. 

► verb the huge beQs clanged: reverberate, re- 
sound, ring, bong, peal, chime, toll. 


Clanger ► noun ( Bnt informal). See blunder noun 
Clank ► noun the clank of rusty chains: jangling, 
clanging, rattling, clinking, jingling; clang, jan- 
gle, rattle, clangour, clink, jingle 

► verb I could hear the chain clanking: jangle, rattle, 
clink, clang, jingle 

Clannish ►adjective cliquey, cliquish, insular, 
exclusive; unfriendly, unwelcoming 

Clap ► verb © the audience clapped applaud, clap 
one’s hands, give someone a round of ap- 
plause, put one’s hands together, informal give 
someone a (big) hand, N Amer mfomial give it up 
©he dapped Owen on the back slap, strike, hit, 
smack, thump, pat, informal whack, thwack 
©the dove clapped its wings flap, beat, flutter 

► noun © everybody gave him a clap round of a p 
plause, handclap, informal hand ©a clap on the 
shoulder slap, blow, smack, thump, pat, informal 
whack, thwack ©a clap of thunder crack, 
crash, bang, boom, thunderclap 

Claptrap ► noun. See nonsense sense 1 

clarify ► verb © their report clarified the situation 
make clear, shed/throw light on, elucidate, il- 
luminate, explain, explicate, define, spell out. 
clear up. © clarified butter purify, refine, filter, 
fine 

-opposites confuse 

Clarity ►noun ©the clarity of his account lucid 
ity, lucidness, clearness, coherence, formal per- 
spicuity ©the clarity of the image sharpness, 
clearness, enspness, definition ©the crystal 
clarity of the water limpidity, limpidness, clear- 
ness, transparency, translucence, pellucidity 
-opposites vagueness, blurriness, opacity 

Clash ► noun © clashes between armed gangs con 
frontation, skirmish, fight, battle, engage- 
ment, encounter, conflict ©an angry clash * ar 
gument, altercation, confrontation, shoutmg 
match, contretemps, quarrel, disagreement, 
dispute; mfomial run-in, slanging match ©a 
clash of tweeds and a striped shirt mismatch, dis- 
cordance, discord, lack of harmony. © a dash of 
dates, coincidence, concurrence, conflict, ©the 
clash of cymbals, striking, bang, clang, crash 

► vtrb © protesters clashed with police: fight, skir- 
mish. contend, come to blows, come into con- 
flict; do battle, ©the prime minister clashed with 
union leaders disagree, differ, wrangle, dispute, 
cross swords, lock horns, be at loggerheads 
© her red coat clashed with her hair, be incompat 
ible, not match, not go, be discordant ©the 
dates clash • conflict, comcide, occur simultan- 
eously. ©she clashed the cymbals together, bang. 
strike, clang, crash. 

Clasp ►verb ©Ruth clasped hts hand, grasp, 
grip, clutch, hold tightly; take hold of. seize, 
grab, ©he clasped Joanne in his arms: embrace, 
hug, enfold, fold, envelop; hold, squeeze. 

► noun ©a gold clasp: fastener, fastening, catch, 
clip, pin; buckle, hasp, ©his tight clasp: em- 
brace, hug, cuddle; gnp, grasp. 

Class ►noun ©a hotel of the first class: cat- 
egory, grade, rating, classification, group, 
grouping, ©a new class of heart drug: kind, sort, 
type, variety, genre, brand; species, genus, 
breed, strain; N. Amer. stripe, ©the middle class: 
social division, social stratum, rank, level, ech- 
elon, group, grouping; social status; dated es- 
tate; archaic condition, ©there are 30 pupils in the 
class: form, study group, set stream, ©a Maths 
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class: lesson, period; seminar, tutorial, work* 
shop. Q(mformaf) a woman of class style, stylish' 
ness, elegance, chic, sophistication, taste, re- 
finement, quality, excellence 

► verb the 12-seater t s classed as a commercial vehicle 
classify, categorize, group, grade, order, sort, 
codify, bracket, designate, label, pigeonhole 

► adjective (informal) a class player See excellent 
classic ► adjective Q the classic work on the sub- 
ject’ definitive, authontative, outstanding, first- 
rate, first-class, best, finest, excellent, superior, 
masterly Qa classic example of Norman design 
typical, archetypal, quintessential, vintage; 
model, representative, perfect, prime, text- 
book Qa classic style- simple, elegant, under- 
stated, traditional, timeless, ageless 
-opposites atypical 

► noun a classic of the genre definitive example, 
model, epitome, paradigm, exemplar, great 
work, masterpiece 

Classical ►adjective Q classical mythology an- 
cient Greek, Hellenic, Attic, Latin, ancient 
Roman © classical music traditional, long- 
established. serious, highbrow, heavyweight 
©a classical style simple, pure, restrained, 
plain, austere, well proportioned, harmonious, 
balanced, symmetrical, elegant 
-opposites modem 

Classification ►noun Qthe classification of 
diseases categorization, categorizing, classify- 
ing, grouping, grading, ranking, organization, 
sorting, codification, systematization ©a senes 
of classifications’ category, class, group, group- 
ing, grade, grading, ranking, bracket 
Classify ► verb categorize, group, grade, 
rank, rate, order, organize, range, sort, type, 
codify, bracket, systematize, systemize, cata- 
logue, list, file, index, archaic assort 
Classy ►adjective ( informal) stylish, high-class, 
superior, exclusive, chic, elegant, smart, so- 
phisticated, Bnt upmarket, N Amer high-toned, 
informal posh, ritzy, plush, swanky, Bnt informal 
swish 

Clatter ►verb rattle, clank, clink, clunk, 
clang 

Clause ► noun section, paragraph, article, sub- 
section, stipulation, condition, proviso, nder 
Claw ►noun Qa bird’s claw: talon, nail; technical 
unguis, ©a crab’s claw, pincer. nipper; technical 
chela 

► verb her fingers clawed his shoulders, scratch, la- 
cerate, tear, np, scrape, graze, dig into 

Clay ► noun © the soil is mainly clay earth, soil, 
loam. © potter's clay, argil, china clay, kaolin, 
adobe, ball clay, pug; fireclay 
clean ►adjective Qkeep the wound clean: 
washed, scrubbed, cleansed, cleaned, spotless, 
unsoiled, unstained, unsullied, unblemished, 
immaculate, pristine, dirt-free, as clean as a 
whistle; hygienic, samtaiy, disinfected, steril- 
ized, sterile, aseptic, decontaminated; laun- 
dered; informal squeaky clean, ©a dean sheet of 
paper : blank, empty, dear, plain; unused, new, 
pristine, fresh, unmarked © clean air: pure. 
dear, fresh, crisp, refreshing; unpolluted, un- 
contaminated, ©a dean lift' virtuous, good, 
upright, upstanding; honourable, respectable, 
reputable, decent, righteous, moral, exemplary; 
innocent, pure, chaste; informal squeaky dean, 
©the firm Is dean: innocent, guiltless, blame- 


less, guilt-free, cnme-free, above suspicion; infor- 
mal squeaky clean, ©a good clean fight: fair, 
honest, sporting, sportsmanlike, honourable, 
according to the rules, informal on the level 
© (informal) they are trying to stay clean: sober, 
teetotal, diy, non-drinking; drug-free, off 
drugs; informal on the wagon. Qa clean cut: neat, 
smooth, cnsp, straight, precise ©a clean break. 
complete, thorough, total, absolute, conclu- 
sive, decisive, final, irrevocable. {Q clean lines’ 
simple, elegant, graceful, streamlined, smooth. 
-opposites dirty, polluted 

► adverb ( informal ) I clean forgot : completely, entire- 
ly, totally, fully, quite, utterly, absolutely 

► verb QDad cleaned the windows: wash, cleanse, 
wipe, sponge, scrub, mop, nnse, scour, swab, 
hose down, sluice (down), disinfect; shampoo, 
poetic/ literary lave ©J got my clothes cleaned laun 
der, dry-clean ©she cleaned the fish’ gut, draw, 
dress; formal eviscerate 

-opposites dirty 

■ clean someone out (informal) bankrupt, min, 
make msolvent, make penniless, wipe out. 

■ come clean (informal) tell the truth, tell all, 
make a clean breast of it, confess, own up, 
admit guilt, admit to one’s cnmes/sins, informal 
fess up 

cleanse ► verb O the wound was cleansed’ clean 
(up), wash, bathe, nnse, disinfect © cleansing 
the environment of traces of lead rid, clear, free, 
purify, purge © only God can cleanse us from sin. 
purify, purge, absolve, free, deliver 

Clear ►adjective Qdear instructions understand 
able, comprehensible, intelligible, plain, un- 
complicated. explicit, lucid, coherent, simple, 
straightforward, unambiguous, clear-cut. crys- 
tal clear, formal perspicuous, ©a clear case of har- 
assment obvious, evident, plain, crystal clear, 
sure, definite, unmistakable, manifest, indis- 
putable. patent, incontrovertible, irrefutable, 
beyond doubt, beyond question, palpable, vis- 
ible, discernible, conspicuous, overt, blatant, 
glanng; as plain as a pikestaff, as plain as day, 
informal as plain as the nose on one’s face 
© clear water transparent, limpid, pellucid, 
translucent, crystal clear, unclouded, ©a clear 
blue sky bright, cloudless, unclouded, without 
a cloud in the sky ©her clear complexion: un- 
blemished, spot-free. ©Rosa's clear voice: dis- 
tinct. bell-like, as clear as a bell Qthe road was 
clear | a clear view’ unobstructed, unblocked, 
passable, open, unrestricted, unhindered ©the 
algae were clear of toxins free, devoid, without, 
unaffected by, rid, relieved, ©a clear conscience 
untroubled, undisturbed, unperturbed, uncon- 
cerned. having no qualms, peaceful, at peace, 
tranquil, serene, calm, easy. CD two clear days’ 
notice: whole, full, entire, complete. 

-opposites vague, opaque, cloudy, obstruct- 
ed. 

► adverb Q stand clear of the doors’ away from, 
apart from, at a (safe) distance from, out of 
contact with © Tommy’s voice came loud and 
clear, distinctly, dearly, as clear as a bell, 
plainly, audibly © he has time to get clear away: 
completely, entirely, fully, wholly, totally, ut- 
terly; Informal clean. 

► verb © the sky d eared briefly: brighten (up), light- 
en, clear up, become bright/brighter/lighter, 
become fine/sunny ©the drizzle had cleared: 
disappear, go away, end; peter out, fade, wear 
off, decrease, lessen, diminish. © together they 



clearance I clever 


138 


cleared the table * empty, unload, unburden, strip 
O clearing drains: unblock, unstop 0 staff 
cleared the budding: evacuate, empty; leave 
0 Karen cleared the dirty plates, remove, take 
away, cany away, tidy away/up. Q I'm clearing 
my debts: pay (off), repay, settle, discharge 0/ 
cleared the bar at my first attempt * go over, pass 
over, sail over; jump (over), vault (over), leap 
(over), hurdle. Qhe was cleared by an appeal 
court: acquit, declare innocent, find not guilty, 
absolve, exonerate; informal let off (the hook); for - 
mal exculpate 01 was cleared to work on the 
atomic project ■ authorize, give permission, per- 
mit. allow, pass, accept, endorse, license, sanc- 
tion, give approval/consent to, informal OK, give 
the OK, give the thumbs up, give the green 
light, give .the go-ahead. C DJ cleared £50,000 
profit: net, make/realize a profit of, take home, 
pocket; gain, earn, make, get, bnng in, pull in 

■ clear off ( mformaf) go away, get out, leave, be 
off with you, shoo, on your way, informal beat it, 
push off, shove off, scram, scoot, buzz off, 
clear out; Bnt informal hop it, sling your hook, 
Austral /NZ informal rack off; N Amer informal bug 
off, take a hike, poetic/ literary begone 

■ clear out {informal). See leave 1 sense 1 

■ clear something out Qwe cleared out the 
junk room, empty (out), tidy (up), clear up. 
0 clear out the rubbish, get rid of, throw out/ 
away, discard, dispose of, dump, bin, scrap, jet- 
tison, informal chuck (out/away), ditch, get shut 
of, Bnt informal get shot of. N Amer informal trash 

■ clear up. See clear verb sense 1 

■ clear something up Q clear up the garden 
tidy (up), put in order, straighten up. clean up. 
spruce up 0 we’ve cleared up the problem, solve, 
resolve, straighten out, find an/the answer to, 
get to the bottom of. explain; informal crack, fig- 
ure out, suss out 

clearance ►noun 0^ um clearance' removal, 
clearing, demolition. ©you must have Home Of- 
fice clearance authorization, permission, con- 
sent. approval, blessing, leave, sanction, li- 
cence, dispensation, assent, agreement, en- 
dorsement; informal the green light, the go-, 
ahead, the thumbs up, the OK, the say-so. 
Qthe clearance of a debt, repayment, payment, 
paying (off), settling, discharge. O there is plenty 
of clearance: space, room (to spare), margin, lee- 
way 

Claar-CIlt ► adjactiva definite, distinct, clear, 
well defined, precise, specific, explicit, unam- 
biguous, unequivocal, black and white, cut and 
dned. 

-opposites vague. 

claarlng ► noun glade, dell, gap, opemng. 

claarty ► advarb Q write cleariy: intelligibly, 
plainly, distinctly, comprehensibly, with clar- 
ity; legibly, audibly; formal perspicuously. 
Q cleariy, substantial changes are needed: obvious- 
ly, evidently, patently, unquestionably, un- 
doubtedly, without doubt, indubitably, plainly, 
undeniably. incontrovertibly, irrefutably, 
doubtless, it goes without saying, needless to 
say. 

Claava 1 ►vtrb o cleaving wood for the fire: split 
(open), cut (up), hew, hack, chop up; poetic/ 
Uternry sunder; archaic nve. 0 cleaving a path 
through the traffic, plough, drive, bulldoze, 
carve. 
claava 2 


■ cleave to {poetic /literary) Qher tongue clove to 
the roof of her mouth, stick (fast) to, adhere to, 
be attached to. © cleaving too closely to Moscow's 
line adhere to, hold to, abide by, be loyal/ 
faithful to 

claavar ►noun chopper, hatchet, axe, knife, 
butcher’s knife, kitchen knife. 

claft ► noun Qa deep cleft in the rocks split, slit, 
crack, fissure, crevice, nft. break, fracture, 
rent, breach © the cleft in his chm* dimple 

► adjective a cleft tail split, divided, cloven 

clamancy ►noun mercy, mercifulness, leni- 
ency, lenience, mildness, indulgence, quarter, 
compassion, humanity, pity, sympathy. 
-opposites ruthlessness. 

clanch ►verb Qhe stood there clenching his 
hands * squeeze together, clamp together, 
close/shut tightly, make into a fist ©He 
clenched the back of chair grip, grasp, grab, 
clutch, clasp, hold tightly, seize, press, squeeze 

► noun the clench of his fists contraction, tighten- 
ing, tensing, constricting 

clargy ► noun clergymen, clergywomen. 
churchmen, churchwomen, clencs, pnests, ec- 
clesiastics, men/women of God, ministry, 
priesthood, holy orders, the church, the cloth 
See list at priest 
-RELATED TERMS clerical 
-opposites laity 

clargym an, clergywoman ► noun 

priest, churchman, churchwoman, man/ 
woman of the cloth, man/woman of God, cler- 
ic. minister, preacher, chaplain, father, ecclesi- 
astic. bishop, pastor, vicar, rector, parson, cur- 
ate, deacon, deaconess. Scottish kirkman, N 
Amer dommie; informal reverend, padre. Holy 
Joe, sky pilot. Austral informal josser See list at 

PRIEST 

clerical ►adjective Q clerical jobs- office, desk, 
back-room, administrative, secretarial, white- 
collar © a clerical collar ecclesiastical, church, 
pnestly, religious, spiritual, sacerdotal, holy, 
divine See list 
-opposites secular. 
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clerk bnoun office worker, clerical worker, 
administrator, bookkeeper; cashier, teller, infor- 
mal pen-pusher, historical scrivener. 

Clever ► adjective Qa dever young woman : intel- 
ligent, bright, smart, astute, quick-witted, 
shrewd; talented, gifted, brilliant, capable. 
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able, competent, apt, educated, learned, know- 
ledgeable, wise; informal brainy, savvy Q a clever 
scheme ingenious, canny, cunning, crafty, art- 
ful, slick, neat ©she was clever with her hands 
skilful, dexterous, adroit, adept, deft, nimble, 
handy, skilled, talented, gifted Qa clever re- 
mark witty, amusing, droll, humorous, funny 
-opposites stupid 

clich6 ► noun platitude, hackneyed phrase, 
commonplace, banality, truism, stock phrase, 
trite phrase, informal old chestnut, dated bromide 

click ► noun clack, snick, snap, pop, tick, 
clink 

► verb O cameras clicked clack, snap, snick, tick, 
pop, clink 0 (informal) that night it clicked * be 
come clear, fall into place, come home, make 
sense, dawn, register, get through, sink in 
0 ( informal) we just clicked take to each other, 
get along, be compatible, be like-minded, feel a 
rapport, be on the same wavelength, see eye to 
eye, informal hit it off. get on like a house on 
fire O (informal) this issue hasn't clicked with the 
voters go down well, prove popular, be a hit, 
succeed 

client ► noun customer, buyer, purchaser, 
shopper, consumer, user, patient, patron, regu- 
lar, (clients) clientele, patronage, public, mar- 
ket, Bnt informal punter, Law vendee 

Clientele ► noun clients See client 

Cliff ► noun precipice, rock face, crag, bluff, 
ndge, escarpment, scar, scarp, overhang 

climactic ►adjective final, ending, closing, 
concluding, ultimate, exciting, thrilling, grip- 
ping, riveting, dramatic, hair-raising, crucial, 
decisive, critical 

Climate ►noun Qa mild climate weather con 
ditions, weather, atmospheric conditions 
Qthey come from colder climates region, area, 
zone, country, place, poetic /literary clime ©the 
political climate atmosphere, mood, feeling, am- 
bience, tenor, tendency, ethos, attitude, milieu, 
informal \nbe(s) 

Climax ►noun Qthe climax of his career peak, 
pinnacle, height, high(est) point, top. acme, 
zenith, culmination, crowning point, crown, 
crest, highlight, high spot, high water mark 
©orgasm, ejaculation 
-opposites nadir 

► verb Q the event will climax with a concert culmin- 
ate, peak, reach a pinnacle, come to a cres- 
cendo, come to a head, ©orgasm; ejaculate; in - 
formal come, feel the earth move; poetic /literary 
die. 

Climb ►verb Qwe climbed the hi tl ascend, 
mount, scale, scramble up, clamber up, shin 
up, go up, walk up, conquer, gain 0 the plane 
climbed, rise, ascend, go up. gam altitude © the 
road climbs steeply slope upwards, rise, go up- 
hill, incline upwards Q the shares climbed to 550 
pence * increase, rise, go up; shoot up. soar, 
rocket. 0he climbed through the ranks’ advance, 
rise, move up, progress, work one’s way ©he 
climbed out of his car. clamber, scramble; step 
-opposites descend, drop, fall. 

► noun a steep climb: ascent, clamber. 

-opposites descent. 

■ climb down O Sandy climbed down the ladder: 
descend, go/come down, move down, shin 
down. 0 the Government had to climb down: back 
down, admit defeat, surrender, capitulate, 


yield, give in. give way, submit; retreat, back- 
track; eat one’s words, eat humble pie; do a U- 
tum; Bnt do an about-turn, N Amer informal eat 
crow 

clinch ►verb Qhe clinched the deal’ secure, set- 
tle, conclude, close, pull off, bring off, com- 
plete, confirm, seal, finalize; informal sew up, 
wrap up 0 these findings clinched the matter, set- 
tle, decide, determine; resolve; informal sort out. 
©they clinched the title, win, secure; be victori- 
ous, come first, triumph, prevail, Qthey clinch 
every nail secure, fasten, fix, pinion, ©the 
boxers clinched: grapple, wrestle, struggle, scuf- 
fle 

-opposites lose 

► noun a passionate clinch’ embrace, hug. cuddle, 
squeeze, hold, clasp 

cling ►verb nee grains tend to cling together 
stick, adhere, hold, cohere, bond. bind. 

■ cling (on) to Qshe clung to him’ hold on. 
clutch, gnp, grasp, clasp, attach oneself to, 
hang on, embrace, hug Qthey clung to their be- 
liefs adhere to, hold to, stick to, stand by, 
abide by, chensh, remain true to. have faith in; 
informal swear by, stick with 

clinic ►noun medical centre, health centre. 

outpatients’ department, surgery, doctor’s 
clinical ►adjective Qhe seemed so clinical, de 
tached, impersonal, dispassionate, objective, 
uninvolved, distant, remote, aloof, removed, 
cold, indifferent, neutral, unsympathetic, un- 
feeling, unemotional Qthe room was clinical 
plain, simple, unadorned, unembellished, 
stark, austere, spartan, bleak, bare; clean, func- 
tional, basic, institutional, impersonal, charac- 
terless 

-opposites emotional, luxunous. 

clip 1 ► noun Qa briefcase clip’ fastener, clasp, 
hasp, catch, hook, buckle, lock Qa diamante 
clip brooch, pin, badge Qhts clip was empty 
magazine, cartridge, cylinder 

► verb he clipped the pages together fasten, attach, 
fix, join, pin, staple, tack 

clip 2 ► verb QI clipped the hedge: trim, prune, 
cut, snip, shorten, crop, shear, pare, lop; neat- 
en, shape Qclip the coupon below, remove, cut 
out, snip out, tear out, detach, ©his lorry 
clipped a van hit, strike, touch, graze, glance 
off, run into QMum clipped his ear. hit, cuff, 
strike, smack, slap, box; informal clout, whack, 
wallop, clobber, biff, sock. 

► noun Q I gave the dog a clip, trim, cut, crop, hair- 
cut, shear Q a film clip: extract, excerpt, snip- 
pet, cutting, fragment, trailer Q{mfomnat) a clip 
round tha* ear smack, cuff, slap, box; informal 
clout, whack, wallop, biff, sock. Q (informal) the 
truck went at a good clip speed, rate, pace, vel- 
ocity; informal lick 

■ clip someone's wings restrict someone’s 
freedom, impose limits on. keep under con- 
trol. stand in the way of, obstruct, impede, 
frustrate, thwart, fetter, hamstring. 

clipping ►noun cutting, snippet, extract, ex- 
cerpt. 

Clique ►noun coterie, set, circle, ring, in- 
crowd, group; club, society, ffatemity. sorority; 
cabal, caucus; informal gang. 

Cloak ► noun Qthe cloak over his shoulders. See Ust 
at coat. Qa cloak of secrecy: cover, veil, man- 
tle, shroud, screen, mask, shield, blanket; 



clobber | cloth 


140 


► verb a peak cloaked in mist conceal, hide, cover, 
veil, shroud, mask, obscure, cloud, envelop, 
swathe, surround. 

Clobber 1 ► noun ( Bnt informal) get your clobber on 
See CLOTHES 

clobber 3 ► verb ( informal) I 'll clobber him See hit 
verb sense 1 

clock ► noun Qa grandfather clock timepiece. 
timekeeper, timer; chronometer, chronograph. 
See list © (informal) the car had 50,000 miles on the 
clock, milometer, counter, taximeter 

► verb ( informal) Qthe UK clocked up record exports 
register, record, log, notch up; achieve, attain, 
accomplish, make, informal chalk up, bag 
Q(Bnt.) Liz soon clocked the change See notice verb 


docks and Watches 


alarm dock 
analogue watch/dock 
astronomical dock 
atomic dock 
bracket dock 
caesium dock 
calendar dock 
carriage dock 
chronometer 
depsydra 
dock radio 
cuckoo dock 
digital watch/dock 
egg-timer 
fob watch 
grandfather dock 
grandmother dock 
half-hunter watch 
hourglass 


hunter watch 
Impulse clock 
Journeyman dock 
long-case dock 
pendulum dock 
pocket watch 
quarto-crystal dock 
quarto watch 
repeater 
sandglass 
stem-winder 
stopwatch 
sundial 

tabernacle dock 
time dock 
travelling dock 
water dock 
wrHtwatch 


Clod ► noun O clods of earth, lump, clump, 
chunk, hunk, wedge ©(/nforroa/) an insensitive 
clod See idiot 

Clog ► noun a wooden clog ■ sabot 

► verb the pipes were clogged block, obstruct, con 
gest, jam, choke, bung up, plug, stop up. fill’ 
up, Bnt informal gunge up 

Cloister ► noun O the convent cloisters, walkway, 
covered walk, arcade, loggia, gallery. ©I was 
educated in the cloister, abbey, monastery, fhary, 
convent, priory, nunneiy. 

► verb they were cloistered at home • confine, isolate, 
shut away, sequester, seclude, closet. 

cloistered ►edjectlve secluded, sequestered, 
sheltered, protected, insulated; shut off, lsol- 
ated, confined, solitary, monastic, reclusive. 

Close 1 ►adjective ©the town is close to Leeds’ 
near, adjacent, m the vicinity of, in the neigh- 
bourhood of, within reach of; neighbouring, 
adjoining, abutting, alongside, on the doorstep, 
a stone's throw away; nearby, at hand, at close 
quarters; informal within spitting distance, archaic 
nigh. © flying in dose formation : dense, compact, 
tight, dose-packed, packed, solid; crowded, 
cramped, congested ©J was close to tears: near, 
on the verge of, on the brink of, on the point 
of. ©a very dose match: evenly matched, even, 
with nothing to choose between them, neck 
and neck; informal fifty-fifty, even-steven(s). 
©dose relatives: immediate, direct, near, ©dose 
friends: intimate, dear, bosom; close-knit, insep- 
arable, attached, devoted, faithful; special, 


good, best, fast, firm, informal (as) thick as 
thieves o» close resemblance: strong, marked, 
distinct, pronounced. Qa close examination. 
careful, detailed, thorough, minute, search- 
ing, painstaking, meticulous, rigorous, scrupu- 
lous, conscientious; attentive, focused, ©keep a 
close eye on them’ vigilant, watchful, keen, alert 
®a close translation: strict, faithful, exact, pre- 
cise, literal, word for word, verbatim CD he’s 
close about his deals, reticent, secretive, uncom- 
municative, unforthcoming, tight-lipped, 
guarded, evasive Sylvie was close with money 
mean, miserly, niggardly, parsimonious, penny- 
pinching. informal tight-fisted, stingy, tight 
CD the weather was close humid, muggy, stuffy, 
airless, heavy, sticky, sultry, oppressive, stifl- 
ing 

-opposites far, distant, one-sided, slight, loose, 
generous, fresh 

► noun (Bnt ) a small close of houses cul-de-sac, 
street, road, courtyard, quadrangle, enclosure 

Close 2 ►verb Qshe closed the door, shut, pull to, 
push to, slam, fasten, secure © close the hole 
block (up/off), stop up. plug, seal (up/off), 
shut up/off, cork, stopper, bung (up); clog (up), 
choke, obstruct. €> the enemy were closing fast 
catch up, creep up, near, approach, gain on 
someone ©the gap is closing narrow, reduce, 
shrink, lessen, get smaller, diminish, contract 
0 his arms closed around her meet, join, connect; 
form a circle, ©he closed the meeting- end, con- 
clude, finish, terminate, wind up, break off, 
halt, discontinue, dissolve, adjourn, suspend 
© the factory is to close shut down, close down, 
cease production, cease trading, be wound up, 
go out of business, go bankrupt, go into receiv- 
ership, go into liquidation, informal fold, go to 
the wall, go bust, ©he closed a deal clinch, set- 
tle, secure, seal, confirm, establish, transact, 
pull off; complete, conclude, fix, agree, final- 
ize. informal wrap up 
-opposites open, widen, begin. 

► noun the close of the talks, end, finish, conclusion, 
termination, cessation, completion, resolution, 
climax, denouement. 

-opposites beginning 
■ close down. See close^ verb sense 7. 

Closet ►noun a clothes closet cupboard, ward- 
robe, cabmet, locker. 

► adjective a closet gay: secret, covert, private; sur- 
reptitious, clandestine, underground, furtive. 

► verb David was closeted in his den. shut away, se- 
quester, seclude, cloister, confine, isolate. 

closure ► noun closing down, shutdown, 
winding up; termination, discontinuation, ces- 
sation, finish, conclusion; failure, informal fold- 
ing. 

Clot ►noun ©blood clots: lump, clump, mass; 
thrombus, thrombosis, embolus; informal glob; 
Brit, informal gob. © (Brit informal) a clumsy clot. See 
fool noun sense 1 

► verb the blood is likely to clot: coagulate, set, con- 
geal, curdle, thicken, solidify. 

cloth ► noun Oa maker of doth: fabric, mater- 
ial. textile(s); Brit soft goods. See list at fabric. 
©a doth to wipe the table: rag, wipe, duster, 
sponge; flannel, towel; Austral, washer, UK trade- 
mark J-cloth. ©a gentleman of the doth: the 
clergy, the church, the priesthood, the minis- 
try; clergymen, clerics, priests. 
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Clothe ► verb Qthey were clothed in silk: dress, 
attire, robe, garb, array, costume, swathe, deck 
(out), turn out. fit out, rig (out); informal get up, 
archaic apparel, habit, invest. Qa valley clothed 
in conifers, cover, blanket, carpet, envelop, 
swathe. 

clothes ► plural noun clothing, garments, at- 
tire, garb, dress, wear, costume; informal gear, 
togs, duds, get-up; Brit, informal clobber, N Amar 
informal threads, formal apparel, archaic raiment, 
habiliments, vestments See lists at coat, dress, 

FOOTWEAR, HAT, SKIRT, TROUSERS 
-RELATED TBRMS Sartorial. 

Clothing ► noun. See clothes 
cloud ► noun O dark clouds storm cloud, 
cloudbank; mackerel sky See list 0 a cloud of 
exhaust smoke * mass, billow; pall, mantle, blan- 
ket 0 a cloud of rooks flock, swarm, mass, 
multitude, host, throng, crowd 
► verb Qthe sky douded ■ become cloudy, cloud 
over, become overcast, lour, blacken, darken. 
Qthe sand is churned up, clouding the water make 
cloudy, make murky, dirty, darken, blacken 
0 anger clouded my judgement confuse, muddle, 
obscure, fog, muddy, mar 
■ on cloud nine ecstatic, rapturous, joyful, 
elated, blissful, euphoric, in seventh heaven, 
walking on air, transported, in raptures, de- 
lighted, thrilled, overjoyed, veiy happy, informal 
over the moon, on top of the world, Austral infor- 
mal wrapped 


Cloud Formations 


altocumulus 

aftostratus 

anvlldoud 

drrocumuius 

dirostratus 

dims 

doud street 
cumulonimbus 
cumulostratus 
cumulus 
funnel doud 
lenticular cloud 
mackerel sky 


mare’s tails 

nfmbostratus 

nimbus 

noctllueent doud 

rain doud 

storm doud 

stratodmw 

stratocumutus 

stratus 

thundercloud 

thunderhead 

wrack 


cloudy adjective Qa cloudy sky' overcast, 
clouded; dark, grey, black, leaden, murky; 
sombre, dismal, heavy, gloomy, sunless, star- 
less, hazy, misty, foggy. Q cloudy water, murky, 
muddy, milky, dirty, opaque, turbid. Qhis eyes 
grew cloudy: tearful, moist, watery; misty, 
blurred, informal teary, weepy; formal lachrymose. 
O avoid cloudy phrases: vague, imprecise, foggy, 
hazy, confused, muddled, nebulous, obscure 
-opposites clear 

Clout ( informal) ► noun Qa clout on the ear 
smack, slap, thump, punch, blow, hit, cuff, 
box, clip; informal whack, wallop 0hts clout in 
the business world: influence, power, weight, 
sway, leverage, control, say; dominance, au- 
thority; informal teeth, muscle. 

► verb he clouted me: hit, strike, punch, smack, 
slap, cuff, thump, buffet; informal wallop, belt, 
whack, clobber, sock, bop, biff. 

ClOVOR ► adjactlvt split, divided, cleft. 

Clown ►noun O a circus down : comic entertain- 
er, comedian; historical jester, fool, zany; archaic 


merry andrew. Qthe class down: joker, com- 
edian, comic, humorist, wag. wit. prankster, 
jester, buffoon; informal laugh, kidder, wise- 
cracker; Austral. I NZ informal hard case 0 bureau- 
crat ic clowns, fool, idiot, dolt, ass, simpleton, ig- 
noramus; bungler, blunderer; informal moron, 
jackass, chump, numbskull, nincompoop, half- 
wit, bonehead. fathead, birdbrain; Brit, informal 
prat, berk, twit, nitwit, twerp. 

► verb Harvey clowned around fool around/about, 
play the fool, play about/around, monkey 
about/around, joke, jest; informal mess about/ 
around, lark (about/around), horse about/ 
around, Brit informal muck about/around: dated 
play the giddy goat. 

Cloy ► vtrb sicken, disgust; become sickening, 
become nauseating, pall; be excessive 

cloying ►adjective sickly, syrupy, saccharine, 
oversweet; sickening, nauseating; mushy, 
slushy, sloppy; mawkish, sentimental, Bnt 
twee, informal over the top, OTT, gooey, cheesy, 
corny, N Amer informal comball, sappy. 

club 1 ► noun O a canoeing club' society, associ- 
ation, organization, institution, group, circle, 
band, body, ring, crew; alliance, league, umon 
Q the city has great clubs nightclub, disco, disco- 
theque, bar, informal niterie Qthe top club in the 
league team, squad, side, lineup 

■ club together pool resources, join forces, 
team up, band together, get together, pull to- 
gether. collaborate, ally; informal have a whip- 
round 

club 2 ► noun a wooden club cudgel, truncheon, 
bludgeon, baton, stick, mace, bat, N Amer 
blackjack, nightstick, Bnt informal cosh 

► verb he was dubbed with an iron bar: cudgel, 
bludgeon, bash, beat, hit, strike, batter, bela- 
bour; informal clout, clobber; Bnt informal cosh 

Clue ►noun Q police are searching for dues hint, 
indication, sign, signal, pointer, trace, indica- 
tor; lead, tip, tip-off; evidence, information 
Qa crossword clue* question, problem, puzzle, 
nddle, poser, conundrum 

■ clue someone fn/up ( informal) inform, notify, 
make aware, prime, keep up to date, keep 
posted, informal tip off, give the gen. give the 
low-down, fill in on, gen up on, put in the pic- 
ture, put wise, keep up to speed. 

■ not have a clue {infomnal) have no idea, be ig- 
norant, not have an inkling, be baffled, be 
mystified, be at a loss, informal be clueless, not 
have the faintest. 

Clump ►noun Qa clump of trees, cluster, 
thicket, group, bunch, assemblage Qa clump of 
earth, lump, clod, mass, gobbet, wad, informal 
glob, Bnt. Informal gob 

► verb Q galaxies clump together, cluster, group, 
collect, gather, assemble, congregate, mass 
Qthey were clumping around upstairs: stamp, 
stomp, clomp, tramp, lumber; thump, thud, 
bang; informal galumph. 

Clumsy ►adjtcttv* Qshe was terribly clumsy 
awkward, uncoordinated, ungainly, graceless, 
inelegant; inept, maladroit, unskilful, unhandy, 
accident-prone, like a bull in a china shop, all 
Angers and thumbs: informal cack-handed, ham- 
fisted, butterfingered, having two left feet; N 
Amer Informal klutzy. Qa dumsy contraption: un- 
wieldy. cumbersome, bulky, awkward Oa 
clumsy remark: gauche, awkward, graceless; un- 
subtle, uncouth, boorish, crass; tactless, in- 
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€o«tt. Cloaks, and Jackets 



achfcan 

dreadnought 

manteau 

sheepskin 

Afghan coat 

dress coat 

mantle 

shell Jacket 

anorak 

duffel coat 

Mao Jacket 

sherwani 

banyan/banian 

dustcoat 

mantlet 

shooting coat 

Barbour (trademark) 

duster (coat) 

matinee coat 

shooting Jacket 

bedjacket 

Elsenhower Jacket 

maud 

shrug 

biker Jacket 

Eton Jacket 

mess jacket 

slicker 

blanket coat 

flak Jacket 

mink 

smoking Jacket 

blazer 

fleece 

monkey Jacket 

spencer 

btouson 

flying Jacket 

morning coat 

sportcoat 

body warmer 

frock coat 

Mother Hubbard 

sports coat or Jacket 

bolero 

fur coat 

Nehru jacket 

suba 

bomber Jacket 

gaberdine or gabardine 

Norfolk Jacket 

surcoat 

British warm 

9* 

noriwester 

surtout 

Burberry (trademark) 

gilet 

oilskin 

swagger coat 

burke 

greatcoat 

opera cloak 

swing coat 

burnous or burnoose 

hacking Jacket 

overcoat 

tabard 

bush Jacket 

haik or halck 

pakamac 

tailcoat 

cagoute or kagout 

haori 

palHum 

tern coat 

cape 

happi (coat) 

parka 

tippet 

capote 

homing Jacket 

pea Jacket 

topcoat 

Capuchin 

Jean Jacket 

pelerine 

trench coat 

car coat 

Jerkin 

pelisse 

tunic 

chiamys 

jibba ordflbba 

peplum 

tux 

coatee 

Jumper 

pilot Jacket 

tuxedo 

coat of mad 

kebaya 

poncho 

ulster 

combat Jacket 

Idrtle 

puffa Jacket 

undercoat 

cope 

leather Jacket 

raglan 

waistcoat 

covert coat 

letter jacket 

raincoat 

waterproof 

cowl 

loafer 

rainproof 

waxed Jacket 

Crumble coat 

loden 

redingote 

windbreaker (US 

cutaway 

lumbeijacket 

reefer (jacket) 

trademark ) 

dinner Jacket (OJ) 

mac 

riding Jacket 

windcheater 

djedaba orJeBaba 

macfariane 

sack coat 

workcoat 

dolman 

mackinaw 

safari Jacket 

wrap 

domino 

mackintosh or 

sarape or serape 


donkey jacket 

macintosh 

scapular 


doublet 

mandarin Jacket 

shawl 



sensitive, thoughtless, undiplomatic, indelicate, 
ill-judged. 

-opposites graceful, elegant, tactful 

Cluster ►noun O clusters of bemes bunch, 
clump, mass, knot, group, clutch, bundle, 
truss ©a cluster of spectators' crowd, group, 
knot, huddle, bunch, throng, flock, pack, band, 
informal gang, gaggle 

► vtrb they clustered around the television, congre 
gate, gather, collect, group, assemble, huddle, 
crowd, flock. 

Clutch 1 ►vorb she clutched his arm. grip, grasp, 
clasp, cling to, hang on to, clench, hold 
■ clutch at reach for, snatch at, make a grab 
for, catch at, claw at. 

clutch 2 ► noun Qa clutch of eggs . group, batch. 

0a clutch of awards group, collection, raft, 
armful; informal load, bunch. 

clutches ► plural noun power, control, domin' 
adon, command, rule, tyranny; hands, hold, 
grip, grasp, claws, jaws; custody. 

Clutter ►noun O a clutter of toys : mess, jumble, 
litter, heap, tangle, muddle, hotchpotch. Qa 
desk fuU of clutter, disorder, chaos, disarray, urn 
tidiness, mess, confusion, litter, rubbish. 

► verb the garden was cluttered with tools: litter, 
mess up, disarrange; be strewn, be scattered, 
poetic/ literary bestrew. 


coach 1 ►noun Q a journey by coach bus, mini- 
bus, dated omnibus, charabanc ©a railway 
coach, carriage, wagon, compartment, van, 
Pullman; N Amer car 0a coach and horses See 
list at carriage 

coach 2 ►noun a football coach • instructor, 
trainer; teacher, tutor, mentor, guru 

► verb he coached Richard in maths : instruct, teach, 
tutor, school, educate; drill, cram, tram 

Coagulate ►verb congeal, clot, thicken, gel, 
solidify, harden, set, dry. 

coalesce ►verb merge, unite, join together, 
combine, fuse, mingle, blend; amalgamate, 
consolidate, integrate, homogemze, converge 

coalition ► noun alliance, umon, partnership, 
bloc, caucus, federation, league, association, 
confederation, consortium, syndicate, combine, 
amalgamation, merger. 

coarse ►adjective O coarse blankets: rough, 
scratchy, prickly, wiiy Qhis coarse features 
large, rough, rough-hewn, heavy, ugly. Q a 
coarse boy • oafish, loutish, boorish, uncouth, 
rude, impolite, ill-mannered, uncivil; vulgar, 
common, rough, uncultured, crass. Qa coarse 
innuendo * vulgar, crude, rude, off colour, dirty, 
filthy, smutty, indelicate, improper, unseemly, 
crass, tasteless, lewd, prurient; Informal blue, 
farmyard. 

-opposites soft, delicate, refined. 
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Coarsen ►vtrb Q hands coarsened by work: 
roughen, toughen, harden. 0/ had been coars- 
ened by the army : desensitize, dehumanize; dull, 
deaden 

-opposites soften, refine 
coast ► noun the west coast : seaboard, coastal 
region, coastline, seashore, shore, foreshore, 
shoreline, seaside, waterfront, littoral; poetic / 
literary strand. 

► vorb the car coasted down a hill: freewheel, 
cruise, taxi, drift, glide, sail. 

coat ► noun Qa winter coat overcoat, jacket. 
See list 0 a dog's coat fur, hair, wool, fleece, 
hide, pelt, skin. 0 a coat of paint layer, cover- 
mg, coating, skin, film, wash, plating, glaze, 
varnish, veneer, patina, deposit 

► verb the tube was coated with wax: cover, paint, 
glaze, varnish, wash, surface, veneer, laminate, 
plate, face; daub, smear, cake, plaster. 

coating ► noun. See coat noun sense 3. 
coax ► vtrb persuade, wheedle, cajole, get 
round; beguile, seduce, inveigle, manoeuvre, in - 
formal sweet-talk, soft-soap, butter up, twist 
someone’s arm 

cobble 

■ cobble something together prepare 
roughly/hastily, make roughly/hastily, throw 
together, improvise, contrive, ng (up), whip 
up, informal rustle up, Brit informal knock up 

COCk ► noun rooster, cockerel, capon. 

► vorb Qhe cocked his head tilt, tip, angle, in- 
cline, dip ©she cocked her little finger ■ bend, 
flex, crook, curve © the dog cocked its leg lift, 
raise, hold up 

COCk-eyetfl ► adjectfvt ( informal) O that picture is 
cock-eyed • crooked, awry, askew, lopsided, tilt- 
ed, off-centre, skewed, skew, squint, mis- 
aligned, Brit informal skew-whiff, wonky 0 a 
cock-eyed scheme absurd, preposterous, ridicu- 
lous. ludicrous, farcical. Laughable, nsible, idi- 
otic, stupid, foolish, silly, mane, unbecilic, 
half-baked, hare-brained; impractical, unfeas- 
ible, irrational, illogical, nonsensical, informal 
crazy, Brit informal barmy, daft. 

COCksure ► adjective arrogant, conceited, 
overweening, overconfident, cocky, proud, 
vain, self-important, swollen-headed, egotistic- 
al. presumptuous; smug, patronizing, pom- 
pous, informal high and mighty 
-opposites modest. 

COCktail ► noun. See list 
COCky ► adjoctfvt arrogant, conceited, over- 
weening, overconfident, cocksure, swollen- 
headed. self-important, egotistical, presumptu- 
ous, boastful, self-assertive, bold, forward, inso- 
lent, cheeky. 

-opposites modest. 

COCOOI1 ► vtrb Qhe cocooned her in a towel. 
wrap, swathe, swaddle, muffle, cloak, enfold, 
envelop, cover, fold. Qhe was cocooned in the 
upper classes: protect, shield, shelter, screen, 
cushion, insulate, isolate, cloister. 

COddlO ►verb pamper, cosset, mollycoddle; 
spoil, indulge, overindulge, pander to; wrap in 
cotton wool; baby, mother, wait on hand and 
foot. 

-opposites neglect. 

coda ►noun Oa secret code: cipher, key, hiero- 
glyphics; cryptogram. 0 a strict social code: 



Alaska 
Astoria 
bee’s kiss 
oewre 
black velvet 
Woody Mary 
Woody Friday 
brandy Alexander 
Bronx 

Broughton punch 
Buck’s Fizz 
buftsho* 

Caruso 

Castro 

champagne cocktaO 

cobbler 

Collins fizz 

CotHnssour 

Copenhagen 

Cosmopolitan 

Cuba fibre 

Cuban island 

daiquiri 

Oom Pedro 

egg-fflp 

egg-nog 

EtOfabfo 

Gibson 

gimlet 

gin and it 

gin sting 

gldgg 

gloom raiser 
Harvey Watfbanger 
highball 
hone's neck 
James Bond 
John Coffins 
Kir 

Kir Royale 

long Island Iced tea 
mat tal 
manhattan 
margartta 
Martini {trademark) 
Mary Pickford 
Metropolitan 
mimosa 
mint julep 


rhoehey gjwd 
mmmk 

WW WWiWMr fTNPKi 


New ftedandtoad ta 
olddadiaiied 
orange blossom 
pfnacolada 
pink gin 
pink lady 
planter’s punch 
President* 

Prince of Wales 

punch 

rattlesnake 

red-eye 

rickey 

Bob Boy 

rum and black 

rusty nait 

salty dog 

sangria 

Sazarac 

screwdriver 

seabreeze 

September mom 

Shirley Temple 

sidecar 

Singapore sting 
snakebite 


spritzer 

stinger 

swizzle 

tequHa slammer 
tequBa sunrise 
Tom and Jerry 
Tom Coffins 
whisky mac 
whisky sour 
White Lady 
yeliowbird 

irottfilu fcurnfc- 
ycwtfff met 

zombie 

NOM-AbCOHOtlC 

mud 

prairie oyster 
St Clements 
Virgin Mary 


morality, convention, etiquette, protocol, ©the 
penal code : law(s), rules, regulations; constitu- 
tion, systeln 

codify ► verb systematize, systemize, organize, 
arrange, order, structure; tabulate, catalogue, 
list, sort, index, classify, categorize, file, log. 

coerce ► verb pressure, pressurize, press, 
push, constrain; force, compel, oblige, brow- 
beat, bludgeon, bully, threaten, intimidate, 
dragoon, twist someone’s arm; informal railroad, 
squeeze, lean on. 

coercion ► noun force, compulsion, con- 
straint, duress, oppression, enforcement, har- 
assment, intimidation, threats, arm-twisting, 
pressure. 

coffee ► noun N Amer informal joe, java. See list 


coffer | collaborator 
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Coffee Drinks 

cafeautafc 

cefenok 

caffe latte 

caffe macchlato 

cappuccino 

decaffeinated coffee 

drip coflee 

espresso 

filter coffee 

latte 


latte macchlato 
mocha 
mochacrfno 
Gaelic coffee 
Greek coffee 
Instant coffee 
Irish coffee 

percolated (or perked) 
coffee 

Turkish coffee 


COffor ► noun ©every church had a coffer 
strongbox, money box, cash box, money 
chest, treasure chest, safe; casket, box. ©the 
Imperial coffers: fund(s), reserves, resources, 
money, finances, wealth, cash, capital, purse, 
treasury, exchequer. 

coffin ► noun sarcophagus, N Amer casket; infor- 
mal box, humorous wooden overcoat 

COflOnt ► adjective convincing, compelling, 
strong, forceful, powerful, potent, weighty, ef- 
fective, valid, sound, plausible, telling; impres- 
sive, persuasive, eloquent, credible, influential, 
conclusive, authoritative, logical, reasoned, ra- 
tional, reasonable, lucid, coherent, clear 

cogitate ► varb ( formal ) think (about), contem- 
plate, consider, mull over, meditate, muse, 
ponder, reflect, deliberate, ruminate; dwell on, 
brood on, chew over, weigh up, informal put on 
one’s thinking cap. 

cognate ► adjactiva (formal) associated, related, 
connected, allied, linked; similar, like, alike, 
akin, kindred, comparable, parallel, corres- 
ponding, analogous. 

cognition ► noun perception, discernment, 
apprehension, learning, understanding, com- 
prehension, insight, reasoning, thinking, 
thought 

cognizance ► noun (formal). See awareness 
cognizant ► adjoctlve (formal). See aware sense 

cohabit ► varb live together, live with; informal 
shack up (with); informal, dated live in sin 

COhora ► varb o the stories cohere into a convin- 
cing whole, stick together, hold together, be 
united, bind, fuse, ©t his view does not cohere 
with others: be consistent, hang together 
Coherent ► adjactiva logical, reasoned, rea- 
sonable. rational, sound, cogent, consistent, 
clear, lucid, articulate, intelligible, comprehen- 
sible 

-opposites muddled 

cohesion ►noun unity, togetherness, solidar- 
ity, bond, coherence; connection, linkage 

Cohort ►noun ©a Roman army cohort, unit, 
force, corps, division, brigade, battalion, regi- 
ment, squadron, company, troop, contingent, 
legion, ©the 1940-4 birth cohort of women. 
group, grouping, categoiy, class, set, division, 
batch, list; age group, generation. 

coll ► noun coils of rope: loop, twist, turn, curl, 
convolution; spiral, helix, corkscrew. 

► vtfb he coiled her hair around his finger, wind, 
loop, twist, curl, curve, bend, twine, entwine; 
spiral, corkscrew. 


coin ►noun gold com: piece. © large 
amounts of coin: coinage, coins, specie; (loose) 
change, small change, silver, copper(s), gold. 
-related terms numismatic. 

► verb ©guineas were coined: mint, stamp, strike, 
cast, punch, die, mould, forge, make, ©he 
coined the term: invent, create, make up, con- 
ceive, originate, think up, dream up. 

coincide ►verb ©the events coincided occur 
simultaneously, happen together, be concur- 
rent, concur, coexist © their interests do not al- 
ways coincide, tally, correspond, agree, accord, 
concur, match, fit, be consistent, equate, har- 
monize, be compatible, dovetail, correlate; infor- 
mal square. 

-opposites differ 

coincidence ►noun ©too close to be mere co- 
incidence accident, chance, serendipity, fortu- 
ity, providence, happenstance, fate, a fluke 
0 the coincidence of inflation and unemployment 
co-occurrence, coexistence, conjunction, sim- 
ultaneity, contemporaneity, concomitance ©a 
coincidence of interests, correspondence, agree- 
ment, accord, concurrence, consistency, con- 
formity, harmony, compatibility 

coincident ►adjective © algae blooms coincident 
with dolphin deaths concurrent, coinciding, 
simultaneous, contemporaneous, concomitant, 
coexistent © their aims are coincident, in agree 
ment, m harmony, in accord, consistent, com- 
patible, congruent, in step, in tune, the same 

coincidental ►adjective ©a coincidental re- 
semblance accidental, chance, fluky, random, 
fortuitous, adventitious, serendipitous, unex- 
pected, unforeseen, unintentional, inadvertent, 
unplanned. © the coincidental disappearance of the 
two men simultaneous, concurrent, coincident, 
contemporaneous, concomitant 

COitUS ► noun (technical). See sex noun sense 1 

cold ►adjective ©a cold day chilly, chill, cool, 
freezing, icy, snowy, wintry, frosty, frigid, 
gelid; bitter, biting, raw; informal nippy, brass 
monkeys, arctic; Bnt informal parky ©I'm very 
cold ■ chilly, chilled, cool, freezing, frozen, shiv- 
ery, numb, benumbed, hypothermic, ©a cold 
reception: unfriendly, inhospitable, unwelcom- 
ing, forbidding, cool, frigid, frosty, glacial, 
lukewarm, indifferent, unfeeling, unemotional, 
formal, stiff 
-opposites hot, warm 

cold-blooded ►adjective cruel, callous, sad- 
istic, inhuman, inhumane, pitiless, merciless, 
ruthless, unforgiving, unfeeling, uncaring, 
heartless, savage, brutal, barbanc, barbarous, 
cold, cold-hearted, unemotional 

cold-hearted ► adjective unfeeling, unloving, 
uncaring, unsympathetic, unemotional, un- 
friendly, uncharitable, unkind, insensitive, 
hard-hearted, stony-hearted, heartless, hard, 
cold. 

collaborate ►verb Qthey collaborated on the 
project: cooperate, join forces, team up, band 
together, work together, participate, combine, 
ally; pool resources, club together, ©they collab- 
orated with the enemy: fraternize, conspire, col- 
lude, cooperate, consort, sympathize. 

collaborator ►noun ©his collaborator on the 
book: co-worker, partner, associate, colleague, 
confederate; assistant, ©a wartime collaborator: 
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Collective Names for Birds and Animals 


shrewdness of i 

ftod/herd/trip of gouts 

covey off 

herd/pace of i 
troop of Mom* 

band of gsdttes 
doud of gods 

Jitter of same 

cete of badgers 

pack/covey of grouse 

bury of rabMt 

sloth of been 

down/mute/busk of hems 

string of i 

swarm/drtft/hfve/erst of bees 

cast of hawks 

unkfcKfnesi qf i 

fiocfc/flight/pod of hMi 

siege of herons 

crash of ddnoenros 

herd/gang/obstinacy of buMo 


bevy of rbe deer 

bellowing of btdtthnitel 

drove/string/stud/team of boms 

parbament/buttdlng/rookefy of 

drove of buttocks 

pack/ay/fcennei of bounds 

hlHofndfc 

dowder/gtarlng of cats 

(ttght/swarm of bisects 

army of tatarpittan 

fhither/smadc of Jettyish 

pod/herd/nookery of soils 

herd/drove of cattle 

mob/troop of kangaroos 

f)ock/herd/tr)p/mob of sheep 

brood/dutch/peep of diadem 

klndie/Htter of Idttens 

dopping of shdrfrsfca 

chattering of dmug/ha 

desert Of lapwhags 

wtep/watk of snipe 

rag/rake of colts 

bevy /exaltation of lades 

host ofspumn 

covert of coots 

teap/tepe of leopards 

murmufstkm of msdhigi 

herd of croons 

prfde/sawt of Hens 

flight of swsttews 

bask of crocodiles 

tiding of magpies 

game/herd of swans (on land) 

murder of crows 

sord/suit of mallanl 

wedge of swans (in flight) 

titter of cubs 

stud of mans 

drtft/herd/sounder of swhva 

herd of curlow 

richesse of martens 

spring of tad 

herd/mob of deer 

labour of moles 

knot of tends 

pack/kennel of dogs 

troop of monkeys 

hover of trout 

school of dolphins 

span/barren of mutes 

rafter of turkeys 

trip of dotterel 

watch of idghtlngdai 

bale/tumof turtles 

fWght/dote/plteousness of doves 

partiament/stare of owb 

bunch/knob of waterfowl 

paddling of ducks (on water) 

yoke of O 0 MB 

schod/hfifd/pod/gam ofwhdas 

safe of ducks (on land) 

pandemonium of parrots 

company/trip of udgaon 

fling of duulliB 

covey of partridges 

sounder of Wild hoar 

herd/parade of alaphants 

muster of peacocks 

dout/destruedonof wfldcats 

herd/gang of aft 

muster/pared/rookery of 

team of wild ducks (InfKght) 

busyness of ferrets 

ptngohis 

bunch/trlp/pkimp/knob of 

charm of Undies 

bevy/head of pheasants 


shoal/run of fbb 

kit of plgoous (in flight) 

pack/rout of wolves 

swarm /doud of ©as 

litter/herd of pigs 

fall of woodcock 

skulk of foxes 

congregatlon/stand/wlng of 

descent of woodpeckers 

gaggle of geese (on land) 

(doners 

herd of wrens 

skein/team/wedge of geese (in 
flight) 

herd of gMfes 

rusb/flight of pochards 
pod/school/herd/turmoil of 

zeal of zebras 


Many of these ore fanciful or humorous terns which probably never had any real currency but have been 
popularized In books such as Sports and Pastimes of England ( 1801) by Joseph Strutt . 


quisling, fratemizer, collaborationist, colluder, 
(enemy) sympathizer; traitor, fifth columnist 

collapse ► verb O the roof collapsed • cave in, 
fall in, subside, fall down, give (way), crumple, 
sag, slump Qhe collapsed last night faint, pass 
out, black out, lose consciousness, keel over, 
swoon, informal flake out, conk out. © she col- 
lapsed in tears . break down, go to pieces, lose 
control, be overcome, crumble; informal crack 
up O peace talks collapsed break down, fail, fall 
through, fold, founder, miscany, come to gnef, 
be unsuccessful, end, informal flop, fizzle out. 

► noun O the collapse of the roof cave-in, subsid- 
ence ©her collapse on stage: fainting fit, faint, 
blackout, loss of consciousness, swoon; Medicine 
syncope, ©the collapse of the talks’ breakdown, 
failure, disintegration; end. ©he suffered a col- 
lapse: (nervous) breakdown, personal crisis, 
psychological trauma; informal crack-up 

collar ► noun ©a shirt collar, neckband, choker; 
historical ruff, gorget, bertha, ©a collar round the 
pipe * ring, band, collet, sleeve, flange. 

► vtrb ( informal ) ©he collared a thief, apprehend, ar- 
rest. catch, capture, seize: take prisoner, take 
into custody, detain: informal nab, pinch, bust. 


pick up, pull in, feel someone’s collar, Bnt infor- 
mal nick ©she collared me in the street * accost. 
waylay, hail, approach, detain, stop, halt, 
catch, confront, importune; informal buttonhole, 
Bnt informal nobble 

collate ► verb ©the system is used to collate infor- 
mation collect, gather, accumulate, assemble; 
combine, aggregate, put together; arrange, or- 
ganize ©we must collate these two sources: com 
pare, cdhtrast, set side by side, juxtapose, 
weigh against. 

collateral ► noun security, surety, guarantee, 
guaranty, insurance, indemnity, indemnifica- 
tion; backing 

colleague ►noun co-worker, fellow worker, 
workmate, teammate, associate, partner, col- 
laborator, ally, confederate; Bnt informal oppo. 

collect ►vtrb © he collected the rubbish gather, 
accumulate, assemble; amass, stockpile, pile 
up. heap up, store (up), hoard, save; mass, ac- 
crue. ©a crowd soon collected: gather, assemble, 
meet, muster, congregate, convene, converge, 
flock together. ©I must collect the children- 
fetch, go/come to get. call for, meet, .©they 
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collect money for chanty raise, appeal for, ask 
for, solicit; obtain, acquire, gather. Qhe paused 
to collect himself, recover, regain one’s compos- 
ure, pull oneself together, steady oneself, infor- 
mal get a grip (on oneself). Qshe collected her 
thoughts: muster, summon (up), gather, get to- 
gether. marshal. 

-opposites disperse, distribute. 

collected ► adjective calm, cool, self- 
possessed. self-controlled, composed, poised; 
serene, tranquil, relaxed, unruffled, unper- 
turbed, untroubled, placid, quiet, sedate, phleg- 
matic; informal unfazed, together, laid-back 
-opposites excited, hysterical, 
collection ► noon Qa collection of stolen items- 
hoard, pile, heap, stack, stock, store, stockpile, 
accumulation, reserve, supply, bank, pool, 
fund, mine, reservoir Qa collection of shoppers: 
group, crowd, body, assemblage, gathering, 
throng, knot, cluster; multitude, bevy, party, 
band, horde, pack, flock, swarm, mob; informal 
gang, load, gaggle See list. Qa collection of Victor - 
tan dolls: set, series, array, assortment. ©a col- 
lection of short stories: anthology, selection, com- 
pendium, treasury, compilation, miscellany, 
pot-poum Qa collection for the poor donations, 
contributions, gifts, subscnption(s), informal 
whip-round; historical alms. Qa church collection. 
offering, offertory, tithe. 

collective ►adjective common, shared, joint, 
combined, mutual, communal, pooled; united, 
allied, cooperative, collaborative See list 
-opposites individual 

college ► noun Qa college of technology* school, 
academy, university, polytechnic, institute, 
seminary, conservatoire, conservatory ©the 
College of Heralds, association, society, club, in- 
stitute, body, fellowship, guild, lodge, order, 
fraternity, league, umon, alliance 

collide ► vorb ©the trams collided with each 
other, crash, impact, hit, strike, run into, 
bump into, meet head-on, cannon mto, plough 
mto, N Amer informal barrel into. Q politics and 
metaphysics collide * conflict, clash; differ, di- 
verge. disagree, be at odds, be incompatible. 

collision ►noun Qa collision on the nng road- 
crash, accident, impact, smash, bump, hit, Brit 
RTA (road traffic accident), N Amer wreck, infor- 
mal pile-up; Brit, informal prang, shunt, ©a colli- 
sion between two ideas- conflict, clash, disagree- 
ment, incompatibility, contradiction 

colloquial ►adjective informal, conversation- 
al, everyday, non-literaiy; unofficial, idiomatic, 
slangy, vernacular, popular, demotic. 

-opposites formal 

collude ►verb conspire, connive, collaborate, 
plot, scheme, informal be in cahoots. 

colonist ►noun settler, colonizer, colonial, 
pioneer; immigrant, incomer, newcomer; N 
Amer historical homesteader 
-opposites native 

Colonize ►verb settle (in), people, populate; 
occupy, take over, seize, capture, subjugate. 

colonnade ►noun ROW of columns; portico, 
stoa, peristyle. 

colony ►noun Qa French colony: territory, de- 
pendency, protectorate, satellite, settlement, 
outpost, province, ©the British colony in New 
York: population, community, ©an artists' col- 


ony: community, commune; quarter, district, 
ghetto. 

colossal ►adjective huge, massive, enormous, 
gigantic, veiy big, giant, mammoth, vast, im- 
mense, monumental, prodigious, mountainous, 
titanic, towering, king-size(d); informal monster, 
whopping, humongous, jumbo; Bat informal gi- 
normous. 

-opposites tiny. 

colour ►noun Qthi lights changed colour, hue, 
shade, tint, tone, coloration. See list Q oil colour 
paint, pigment, colourant, dye. stain, tint, 
wash, ©the colour in her cheeks: redness, pink- 
ness, rosiness, ruddiness, blush, flush, bloom 
O people of every colour, skin colouring, skin 
tone, colouring; race, ethnic group. Q anecdotes 
add colour to the text- vividness, life, liveliness, 
vitality, excitement, interest, richness, zest, 
spice, piquancy, impact, force, informal oomph, 
pizzazz, punch, kick, poetic/ literary salt. Q the col- 
ours of the Oxford City club * strip, kit, uniform, 
costume, hveiy, regalia © the regimental colours 
See flag 1 noun 

-related terms chromatic. 

► verb Qthe wood was coloured blue tint, dye, 
stain, paint, pigment, wash, ©she coloured up 
blush, redden, go pink, go red, flush ©the ex- 
perience coloured her outlook- influence, affect, 
taint, warp, skew, distort, bias, prejudice. 
Q they colour evidence to make a story saleable ex- 
aggerate. overstate, embroider, embellish, 
dramatize, enhance, varnish; falsify, misreport, 
manipulate. 

colourful ►adjective Qa colourjiil picture 
brightly coloured, vivid, vibrant, brilliant, ra- 
diant. rich; gaudy, glanng, garish; multicol- 
oured. multicolour, rainbow, varicoloured, har- 
lequin, polychromatic, psychedelic, informal 
jazzy. © a colourful account, vivid, graphic, lively, 
animated, dramatic, fascinating, interesting, 
stimulating, scintillating, evocative 

colourless ►adjective Qa colourless liquid: UN- 
coloured, white, bleached, poetic/ literary achro- 
matic. ©her colourless face: pale, pallid, wan, 
anaemic, bloodless, ashen, white, waxen, pasty, 
peaky, sickly, drained, drawn, ghostly, deathly 
Qa colourless personality: uninteresting, dull, 
boring, tedious, dry, dreary; unexciting, bland, 
weak, insipid, vapid, vacuous, feeble, wishy- 
washy, lame, lifeless, spiritless, anaemic, blood- 
less; nondescript, characterless. 

-opposites colourful, rosy 

column ► noun Q arches supported by massive col- 
umns: pillar, post, support, upright, baluster, 
pier, pile, pilaster, stanchion; obelisk, mono- 
lith. ©a column in the paper: article, piece, 
item, story, report, account, write-up, feature, 
review, notice, editorial, leader, ©we walked in 
a column: line, file, queue, procession, train, 
cavalcade, convoy; mfotmal crocodile. 

columnist ►noun writer, contributor, jour- 
nalist, correspondent newspaperman, news- 
paperwoman, newsman, newswoman; word- 
smith. penman; critic, reviewer, commentator; 
informal scribbler, pen-pusher, hack(ette), journo. 

coma ►noun state of unconsciousness; Medi- 
cine persistent vegetative state, PVS. 

comatose ► adjoctivt Qhe was comatose after 
the accident, unconscious, in a coma, insensible, 
insensate. Q{inkmat) she lay comatose in the sun: 
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Colours 

See also an. horse, rainbow. 


almond 

canary yellow 

dun 

almond green 

candy-apple 

eaudeN# 

amaranth 

red 

ebony 

amber 

caramel 

ecru 

amethyst 

cardinal red 

eggshell 

apple green 

carmine 

electric blue 

apricot 

carnation 

emerald 

aqua 

cameHan 

fallow 

aquamarine 

cam* 

fawn 

ash blonde 

celadon 

flame 

aubergine 

cerise 

flesh 

auburn 

cerulean 

fuchsia 

avocado 

champagne 

gamboge 

azure 

charcoal 

gentian 

baby blue 

chartreuse 

ginger 

baby pink 

cherry 

gold 

bay 

chestnut 

green 

beige 

chocolate 

grenadine 

biscuit 

cinnabar 

grey 

bisque 

cinnamon 

gunmetal 

bistre 

citron 

hazel 

black 

dair-de-lune 

heather 

blonde 

claret 

heliotrope 

blue 

cobalt blue 

henna 

bottle green 

cocoa 

honey 

brindle/ 

coffee 

ice blue 

bundled 

Copenhagen 

incarnadine 

bronze 

blue 

indigo 

brawn 

copper 

Iris 

buff 

coral 

Iron grey 

burgundy 

cornflower 

Ivory 

burnt ochre 

blue 

jade 

burnt sienna 

cream 

jasmine 

burnt umber 

crimson 

jet 

buttermHk 

cyan 

khaki 

butternut 

cydamen 

kingfisher blue 

cadmium 

daffodil 

lapis lazuli 

yellow 

damask 

lavender 

cate au left 

damson 

leaf green 

Cambridge 

dove 

lemon 

blue 

drab 

lilac 

carnet 

duck-egg blue 

lUy white 


Bme green 
Lincoln green 

pearl 



pcnwnwe 

slate 

snowwbfee 

Hver 

perse 

sone! 

kwat green 

petrol blue 

spice 

magenta 

pewter 

steel bine 

magnolia 

pine green 

steel grey 

mahogany 

pink 

stone 

maroon 

pistachio 

straw 

mauve 

platinum 

strawberry 

mazarine Wue 

plum 

strawberry 

midnight blue 

poppy 

blonde 

mocha 

powder blue 

tan 

mouse 

primrose 

tangerine 

mulberry 

puce 

tawny 

mushroom 

purple 

teak 

mustard 

putty 

teal 

nankeen 

raspberry 

tea rose 

navy blue 

raven 

terracotta 

Nile blue 

red 

Titian 

NHe green 

robin ’s-egg 

topaz 

nut-brown 

blue 

tortoiseshell 

nutmeg 

rose 

Turkey red 

oatmeal 

royal blue 

turquoise 

ochre 

royal purple 

Tyrian purple 

off-white 

ruby 

ultramarine 

old gold 

russet 

umber 

old rose 

rust 

Venetian red 

olive 

sable 

verdfter 

opal 

saffron 

vermilion 

orange 

salmon 

violet 

oxbbod 

sand 

viridian 

Oxford blue 

sanguine 

walnut 

oyster pink 

sapphire 

Wedgwood 

oyster white 

saxe blue 

blue 

palomino 

scarlet 

whits 

pansy 

sea green 

wine 

paprika 

seal brown 

yellow 

parchment 

sepia 


peach 

shell pink 


peach-bloom 

sienna 


peacock blue 

silver 


pea green 

sky blue 



inert, inactive, lethargic, sluggish, torpid, lan- 
guid; somnolent, sleeping, dormant 

comb ► verb Qshe combed her hair groom, 
brush, untangle, smooth, straighten, neaten, 
tidy, arrange, curry Q the wool was combed sep 
arate, dress, card, tease, hackle, heckle. 0 po- 
lice combed the area search, scour, explore, 
sweep, probe, hunt through, forage through, 
poke about/around in, go over, go over with a 
fine-tooth comb; leave no stone unturned. 

combat ► noun he was kdled in combat ■ battle, 
fighting, action, hostilities, conflict, war, war- 
fare. 

► verb they tried to combat the disease: fight, battle, 
tackle, attack, counter, resist, withstand; im- 
pede, block, thwart, inhibit; stop, halt, prevent, 
check, curb. 

combatant ► noun 0<2 combatant in the war : 
fighter, soldier, serviceman/woman, warrior, 
trooper. 0 combatants in the computer market: 
contender, adversaiy, opponent, competitor, 
challenger, rival. 

► adjective combatant armies ■ warring, at war, op- 
posing. belligerent, fighting, battling. 


combative ► adjective pugnacious, aggressive, 
antagonistic, quarrelsome, argumentative, con- 
tentious, hostile, truculent, belligerent, belli- 
cose, militant, informal spoiling for a fight. 
-opposites conciliatory 

combination ► noun Qa combination of an - 
cient and modem amalgamation, amalgam, 
merge, blend, mixture, mix, fusion, marriage, 
coalition, integration, incorporation, synthesis, 
composite. 0hc acted in combination with his 
brother cooperation, collaboration, association, 
union, partnership, league. 

combine ►verb Qhe combines comedy with 
tragedy amalgamate, integrate, incorporate, 
merge, mix, fuse, blend, bind, jom, marry, 
unify 0 teachers combined to tackle the problem: 
cooperate, collaborate, join forces, get to- 
gether, club together, unite, team up, throw in 
one’s lot; informal gang up. 

combustible * adjective inflammable, flam- 
mable, incendiary, ignitable. 

combustion ►noun burning; kindling, igni- 
tion. 


com* | comedian 
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COIVVe ► verb Qcome and listen move nearer, 
move closer, approach, advance, draw close/ 
closer, draw near/nearer; proceed; archaic draw 
nigh. ©they came last night: arrive, get here/ 
there, make it. appear, come on the scene; ap- 
proach, enter, turn up, come along, material' 
ize, informal show (up), roll m/up, blow in. show 
one’s face, ©they came to a stream ■ reach, ar- 
rive at, get to. make it to. make, gam, come 
across, run across, happen on, chance on, 
come upon, stumble on; end up at, informal 
wind up at. Qthe dress comes to her ankles: ex- 
tend, stretch, reach, come as far as. © she comes 
from Belgium: be from, be a native of, hail from, 
originate in; live in, reside in Q attacks came 
without warning ■ happen, occur, take place, 
come about, transpire, fall, present itself, crop 
up, materialize, anse, arrive, appear; ensue, 
follow; poetic I literary come to pass, befall ©the 
car does not come in red' be available, be for 
sale, be made, be produced, Q {informal climax, 
orgasm. 

-opposites go, leave 

■ come about happen, occur, take place, tran- 
spire, fall; crop up, materialize, anse, amve, 
appear, surface; ensue, follow, poetic/ literary 
come to pass, befall 

■ come across © they came across his friends' 
meet/find by chance, meet, run into, mn 
across, come upon, chance on, stumble on, 
happen on, discover, encounter, find, locate, in- 
formal bump into, ©the emotion comes across be 
communicated, be perceived, get across, be 
clear, be understood, register, sink in, stnke 
home, ©she came across as cool seem, appear, 
look, sound, look to be; Bnt come over; N Amer 
come off. © {informal) she had come across with 
more information: hand over, give, deliver, pro- 
duce. part with, informal come up with, cough 
up; N Amer informal ante up 

■ coma along ©the puppies are coming along 
nicely- progress, develop, shape up, come on, 
turn out; improve, get better, pick up, rally, re- 
cover ©Come along! hurry (up), be quick, get a 
move on, come along, look lively, speed up, 
move faster; informal get moving, get crackmg, 
step on it. move it, buck up, shake a leg, make 
it snappy; Bnt informal get your skates on; N 
Amer informal get a wiggle on; dated make haste 

■ coma apart break up, fall to bits, fall to 
pieces, disintegrate, come unstuck, separate, 
split, tear 

■ coma back return, get back, amve home, 
come home; come again 

■ coma batwaan alienate, estrange, separate, 
divide, split up, break up. disunite, set at odds 

■ coma by obtain, acquire, gain, get, find, 
pick up, procure, secure, buy, purchase; informal 
get one’s hands on, get hold of, bag. score, 
swing. 

■ coma down decide, conclude, settle; choose, 
opt. plump 

■ coma down on. See reprimand verb. 

■ coma down to amount to, add up to, consti- 
tute, boil down to, be equivalent to. 

■ coma down with fall ill with, fall sick 
with, be taken ill with, show symptoms of, be- 
come infected with, get. catch, develop, con- 
tract, fall victim to; Brit go down with. 

■ coma forward volunteer, offer one’s ser- 
vices, make oneself available. 


■ coma In enter, gam admission, cross the 
threshold 

■ coma Into inherit, be left, be willed, be be- 
queathed. 

■ coma in for receive, expenence, sustain, 
undergo, go through, encounter, face, be sub- 
jected to, bear, suffer. 

■ coma off ©this souffle rarely comes off. suc- 
ceed, work, turn out well, work out, go as 
planned, produce the desired result, get re- 
sults. ©she always came off worse end up, finish 
up 

■ coma on progress, develop, shape up, take 
shape, come along, turn out, improve 

■ coma out ©it came out that he’d been to Rome 
become known, become apparent, come to 
light, emerge, transpire; get out, be discovered, 
be uncovered, be revealed, leak out, be dis- 
closed. ©my book is coming out • be published, be 
issued, be released, be brought out, be printed, 
go on sale ©the flowers have come out bloom, 
flower, open ©it will come out all right' end, fin- 
ish, conclude, work out, turn out; informal pan 
out ©the MP came out voluntarily declare that 
one is homosexual, come out of the closet 
Q(Brit dated) she came out in 1929 enter society, 
make one’s debut in society 

■ coma out with utter, say, let out. blurt out, 
burst out with 

■ coma round Q he has just come round from an- 
aesthetic. regain consciousness, come to. come 
to one’s senses, recover, revive, awake, wake 
up. ©I came round to her view be converted, be 
won over (by), agree (with), change one’s mind, 
be persuaded (by), give way, yield, relent ©Fri- 
day the 13th comes round every few months, occur, 
take place, happen, come up, crop up, anse, 
recur, reoccur, return, reappear Qcome round 
for a drink: visit, call (m/round), look in, stop 
by, drop by/m/round/over. come over, informal 
pop m/round/over 

■ coma through survive, get through, nde 
out. weather, live through, pull through; with- 
stand, stand up to. endure, surmount, over- 
come; informal stick out 

■ coma to ©the Ml came to £17 50 amount to, 
add up to. run to. total, equal, Bnt tot up to 
©7 came to in the hospital regain conscious 
ness, come round, come to one’s senses, re- 
cover, revive, awake, wake up 

■ come up arise, occur, happen, come about, 
transpire, emerge, surface, crop up. turn up, 
pop up. 

■ coma up to ©she came up to his shoulder 
reach, come to, be as tall as, extend to. ©he 
never came up to her expectations' measure up to, 
match up to, live up to, fulfil, satisfy, meet, 
equal, compare with; be good enough; informal 
hold a candle to. 

■ coma up with produce, devise, think up. 
propose, put forward, submit, suggest, recom- 
mend, advocate, introduce, moot. 

comeback ► noun ©he made a determined 
comeback: resurgence, recovery, return, rally, 
upturn; Brit fightback. © (informal) one of my best 
comebacks: retort, riposte, return, rejoinder; 
answer, reply, response. 

comedian ►noun ©a famous comedian: comic. 
comedienne, funny man/woman, humorist, 
gagster, stand-up; N. Amer. tummler. ©Dad was 
such a comedian : joker, jester, wit wag, comic, 
wisecracker, jokester, prankster, down, fool. 
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buffoon, informal laugh, hoot. case, informal, dated 
card, caution. 

comedienne ► noun. See comedian sense 1 
comedown ► noun {informal) 0 a bit of a come- 
down for a sergeant : loss of status, loss of face, 
humiliation, beiittlement, demotion, degrad- 
ation, disgrace ©It's such a comedown after 
Christmas anticlimax, let-down, disappoint- 
ment. disillusionment, deflation, decline, 
comedy ► noun Qhe excels in comedy : light en 
tertainment, comic play, comic film, farce, 
situation comedy, satire, pantomime, comic 
opera, burlesque, slapstick, informal sitcom, 
©the comedy tn their work humour, fun, funny 
side, comical aspect, absurdity, drollness, farce 
-opposites tragedy, gravity, 
comely ► adjective ( archaic ) See attractive sense 
2 

come-on ►noun ( informal) inducement, incen- 
tive, attraction, lure, pull, draw, enticement, 
bait, carrot, temptation, fascination, charm, ap- 
peal, allure 

comeuppance ► noun ( informal) just deserts, 
just punishment, due, retribution, requital 
comfort ►noun O travel in comfort ease, relax- 
ation, repose, serenity, tranquillity, content- 
ment, cosiness, luxury, opulence, prosperity, 
bed of roses. © words of comfort, consolation, 
solace, condolence, sympathy, commiseration, 
support, reassurance, cheer. 

► verb a friend tried to comfort her console, solace, 
condole with, commiserate with, sympathize 
with, support, succour, ease, reassure, soothe, 
calm, cheer, hearten, uplift, informal buck up 
-opposites distress, depress 

comfortable ►adjective Qa comfortable life- 
style pleasant, free from hardship, affluent, 
well-to-do. luxurious, opulent, ©a comfortable 
room cosy, snug, warm, pleasant, agreeable, 
restful, homelike, homely, informal comfy 
© comfortable clothes loose, loose-fitting, casual, 
informal comfy ©a comfortable pace, leisurely, 
unhurried, relaxed, easy, gentle, sedate, un- 
demanding. slow; informal laid-back. Qthey feel 
comfortable with each other • at ease, relaxed, se- 
cure, safe, unworried, contented, happy 
-opposites hard, spartan, tense 
comforting ► adjactjva consoling, sympathet- 
ic, compassionate, solicitous, tender, warm, 
caring, loving; supportive, reassuring, soothing, 
calming; cheering, heartening, encouraging 
comfortless ►adjective Oa comfortless house 
gloomy, dreaiy, dismal, bleak, grim, sombre, 
joyless, cheerless, depressing, disheartening, 
dispiriting, unwelcoming, uninviting, austere, 
spartan, institutional. Qhe left her comfortless. 
miserable, heartbroken, gnef-stricken, un- 
happy, sad, distressed, desolate, devastated, in- 
consolable, disconsolate, downcast, downheart- 
ed. dejected, cheerless, depressed, melancholy, 
gloomy, glum; informal blue, down in the 
mouth, down in the dumps. 

-opposites cosy, happy. 

COmlC ►adjective a comic play : humorous, 
funny, droll, amusing, hilanous, uproarious; 
comical, farcical, silly, slapstick, zany; witty, 
jocular, Informal priceless, sidesplitting, rib- 
tickling; informal, dated killing. 

-opposites serious. 

► noun Qa music hall comic: comedian, comedi- 


enne, funny man/ woman, comedy actor/ 
actress, humorist, wit; joker, clown; informal lad- 
der, wisecracker. © Tony read his comic cartoon 
paper, comic paper, comic book, graphic 
novel; informal funny 

comical ►adjective Qhe could be quite comical 
funny, comic, humorous, droll, witty, jocular, 
hilarious, amusing, diverting, entertaining; infor- 
mal jokey, wacky, waggish, sidesplitting, rib- 
tickiing, pnceless, a scream, a laugh; informal, 
dated kSling, a card, a caution, ©they look comic- 
al in those suits silly, absurd, ridiculous, laugh- 
able, risible, ludicrous, preposterous, foolish, in- 
formal wacky, crazy 
-opposites sensible 

coming ►adjective the coming election, forth 
coming, imminent, impending, approaching, 
future, expected, anticipated, close, at hand, in 
store, in the offing, in the pipeline, on the 
horizon, on the way, informal on the cards 

► noun the coming of spring approach, advance, 
advent, arrival, appearance, emergence, onset. 

Command ►verb Qhe commanded hi s men to 
retreat order, tell, direct, instruct, call on, re- 
quire, poetic I literary bid Qfones commanded a tank 
squadron • be in charge of, be in command of. 
be the leader of, head. lead, control, direct, 
manage, supervise, oversee; informal head up 
0 they command great respect • receive, get, gam, 
secure 

► noun O officers shouted commands order, instruc- 
tion, directive, direction, commandment, in- 
junction, demand, stipulation, requirement, ex- 
hortation. bidding, request, ©he had 160 men 
under his command authority, control, charge, 
power, direction, dominion, guidance, leader- 
ship, rule, government, management, supervi- 
sion, jurisdiction 0 a brilliant command of Eng- 
lish knowledge, mastery, grasp, comprehen- 
sion, understanding 

commandeer ► verb seize, take, requisition, 
appropriate, expropriate, sequestrate, seques- 
ter, confiscate, annex, take over, claim, pre- 
empt, hijack, arrogate, help oneself to, informal 
walk off with. Law distrain, Scottish Law poind, 
commander ► noun leader, head, chief, 
overseer, controller, commander-in-chief, C in 
C, commanding officer, CO, officer, informal 
boss, boss man. skipper, numero uno, number 
one, top dog, kingpin, head honcho, Bnt informal 
gaffer, guv’nor See list 

commanding ►adjective Qa commanding pos- 
ition’ dominant, dominating, controlling, super- 
ior, powerful, prominent, advantageous, fa- 
vourable ©a commanding voice, authoritative, 
masterful, assertive, firm, emphatic, insistent, 
imperative, peremptory, imperious, dictatorial, 
informal bossy 

commemorate ►verb celebrate, pay trib- 
ute to, pay homage to, honour, salute, toast; 
remember, recognize, acknowledge, observe, 
mark. 

commemorative ►adjective memorial, re- 
membrance; celebratory. 

commence ►verb begin, start; get the ball 
rolling, get going, get under way. get off the 
ground, set about, embark on, launch into, 
lead off, open, initiate, inaugurate; informal kick 
off. get the show on the road. 

-opposites conclude. 
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Achilles (legendary Creek) 
Agricola. Gnaeus futhis (Roman) 
Agrippa, Marcus Vipsanius 
(Roman) 

Atonbrooke, Alan Francis Brooke. 

Viscount (British) 

Albuquerque, Alfonso de 
(Portuguese) 

Alcibiades (Athenian) 

Alexander the Great (Macedonian) 
Alexander, Harold. Earl (British) 
Allen. Ethan (American) 

Ailenby. Edmund. Viscount 
(British) 

Amr fbn al-As (Arab) 

Antony. Mark (Roman) 

Aristides the Just (Athenian) 
Artemisia (Persian) 

AtatOrk, Kemaf (Turkish) 

Attila the Hun 
Bar Kokhba (Jewish) 

Batista. Fulgencio (Cuban) 

Beatty. David. Eari (British) 
Bemadotte. Jean Baptiste (French; 

King of Sweden) 

Bolivar, Simdn (Venezuelan) 
Boudkxa/Boadkea (Queen of the 
ken!) 

Brutus. Marcus Junius (Roman) 
Caesar. Julius (Roman) 

Calies. Plutarco (Mexican) 
Carranza. Venustiano (Mexican) 
Cassius. Caius (Roman) ' 

Castro. Fidei (Cuban) 

Cetshwayo (Zulu) 

Chiang Kai-shek (Chinese) 
DausewRz, Kart von (Prussian) 
Clive of Plassey, Robert, Baron, 
•Clive of India’ (British) 

Clovis (Frankish) 

Cortolanus. Gahis (Roman) 

Crazy Horse (Sioux) 

Cromwell, OHver (English) 
Cumberland, William, Duke of, 

•the Butcher* (English) 

Custer, George (American) 

Dayan. Moshe (Israeli) 
de Gatifle, Charles (French) 
de Wet, Christiaan (Afrikaner) 

Diaz. Porfirto (Mexican) 

DOnitt Kart (German) 

Dowding, Hugh (British) 

Drake, Francis (English) 

Dudley. Robert. Eart of Leicester 


Garibaldi, Giuseppe (Italian) 
Genghis Khan (Mongol) 

Ceronimo (Apache) 

Gl ap, Vo Nguyen (Vietnamese) 
Goertng, Hermann (German) 
Gordon, Charles George (British) 
Grant Ulysses S. (American) 

Grivas, George (Greek Cypriot) 
Gustavus Adolphus (King of 
Sweden) 

Guevara, Che (Argentinian) 

Haig. Douglas, Eart (British) 
Hannibal (Carthaginian) 

Harris, Arthur, ‘Bomber Harris* 
(British) 

Hector (legendary Trajan) 
Hlndenburg, Paul Ludwig von 
Beneckendorff und von (German) 
Hideyoshi, Toyotomi (Japanese) 
Iturbide, Agustin de (Mexican) 
Jackson, Andrew (American) 
Jackson, Thomas •Stonewall* 
(American) 

JeHicoe. John Rushworth, Eart 
(British) 

Jervis, John. Eari St Vincent 
(British) 

Joffre. Joseph (French) 

John of Austria, Don (Spanish) 
Jones, John Paul (American, b. In 
Scotland) 

jugurtha (Numidtan) 

Kitchener, Herbert, Earl (British) 
Kosciusko, Thaddeus (Polish) 
Kruger. Paul (South African) 
Kusunoki Masashtge (Japanese) 
Kutuzov, Mikhail itarionovkh, 

Prince (Russian) 

Lafayette, Marie Joseph, Marquis 
de (French) 

Lawrence, T. E., 'Lawrence of 
Arabia’ QSritfsh) 

Lee. Robert E. (American) 

Leonidas (Spartan) 

Un Biao (Chinese) 

Ludendorff. Erich (German) 
Lysander (Spartan) 

MacArthur. Douglas (American) 
Marius. Gakrs (Roman) 

Marlborough, John ChurahiR, Duke 
of (British) 

MbsthvK, Drafc (Yugoslav) 
Mkwmoto Yorttomo (Japanese) 
MoWce, Helmuth von (Prussian) 


Napoleon f (Napoleon Bonaparte; 
French) 

Nelson, HoratlofBritfsh) 

Ney, Michel (French) 

Ne Win (Burmese) 

O'Higgins. Bernardo (Chilean) 
Osslan (Irish, legendary) 

Patton, George S. (American) 
Pericles (Athenian) 

Pershing, John J. (American) 
Pdtatn, PhfBppe (French) 

Pinochet. August® (Chilean) 
Pompey the Greet (Roman) 

Prime de Rivera. Miguel (Spanish) 
Rabin, Yitzhak (Israeli) 

Roberts, Frederick, Earl (British) 
Rommel, Erwin, ‘the Desert Fox' 
(German) 

Rupert. Prince (English) 

Saladin (sultan of Egypt and Syria) 
San Martin. Jo$6 de (Argentinian) 
Santa Anna, Antonio tdpez de 
(Mexican) 

SchHeffen, AM)ed von (Prussian) 
Schwarzkopf, H. Norman 
(American) 

$dpk> Afrlcanus (Roman) 
Sebukttgm (Turkish) 

Shatca (Zulu) 

Sheridan, Philip (American) 
Sherman, William Tecumseh 
(American) 

ShoveH, Cloudestey (English) 
Sitting BuR (Sioux) 

Smuts, Jan Christiaan (South 
African) 

Spirtacus (Thracian) 

Suleiman the Magnificent 
(Ottoman) 

Sulla (Roman) 

Tameriane (Timur Lank; Mongol) 
Tito (Yugoslav) 

Tojo. Hldeki (Japanese) 

Tokugawa, teyasu (Japanese) 
Toussatot fOuverture, Pierre 
Dominique (Haitian) 

TrencharrJ, Hugh (British) 
Tuchachevsky, Mikhail (Russian) 
Villa, Pancho (Mexican) 
WaHenstittn, Albrecht von 
(Austrian) 

Washington* George (American) 
Wellington, Arthur Wellesley, 

Duke of, the iron Duke*, 


(English) 

Dundee, 'Bonnie’. Viscount John 
Graham of Ctaverhouse 


(Scottish) 

Elsenhower, Dwight ‘Ike* 
(American) 

OOd (Rodrigo D&deVton 


Spanish) 


Enver Pasha (Turkish) 

Erehad, Hussain (BaagtoMhl) 

fliAhit 4& — nml 
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Cahieri, LeopoidoMs^Ba^ 


Monde, George, 1st Dukef of 
Albemarle (English) 1 


Montcalm, Louis Joseph de ’ 
Montcalm-Gottwt 
(French) , r ’ 

Montfort Simon de (fingksft) 
Montgomery, Bernard Law* 
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commencement ►noun beginning, start, 
opening, outset, onset, launch, initiation, in- 
ception, origin; informal kick-off. 

Commend ► verb Owe should commend him 
praise, compliment, congratulate, applaud, sa- 
lute. honour, smg the praises of, pay tribute to, 
take one’s hat off to, pat on the back, formal 
laud. 01 commend her to you without reservation. 
recommend, suggest, propose, endorse, advo- 
cate. vouch for, speak for, support, back. 0 (for- 
mal) 1 commend them to your care, entrust, trust, 
deliver, commit, hand over, give, turn over, 
consign, assign. 

-opposites criticize. 

Commendable ► adjective admirable, praise- 
worthy, creditable, laudable, estimable, meri- 
torious, exemplary, noteworthy, honourable, 
respectable, fine, excellent 
-opposites reprehensible. 

Commendation ►noun ©letters of commen- 
dation. praise, congratulation, appreciation, ac- 
claim, credit, recognition, respect, esteem, ad- 
miration, homage, tribute. © a commendation for 
bravery, award, accolade, prize, honour, (hon- 
ourable) mention, citation. 

commensurate ► adjoctive Q they had privil- 
eges but commensurate duties' equivalent, equal, 
corresponding, correspondent, comparable, 
proportionate, proportional ©a salary commen- 
surate with your qualifications' appropriate to, m 
keeping with, in line with, consistent with, 
corresponding to. according to. relative to; de- 
pendent on. based on 

comment ►noun Q their comments on her ap- 
pearance remark, observation, statement, utter- 
ance; pronouncement, judgement, reflection, 
opinion, view, criticism, ©a great deal of com- 
ment: discussion, debate, interest, ©a comment 
in the margin: note, annotation, footnote, gloss, 
commentaiy, explanation 
► verb Qthey commented on the food' remark on. 
speak about, talk about, discuss, mention © 7t 
will soon be night,' he commented: remark, ob- 
serve, reflect, say, state, declare, announce, 
interpose, interject. 

commentary ► noun Q the test match commen- 
tary narration, description, account, report, 
review. © textual commentary: explanation, elu- 
cidation, interpretation, exegesis, analysis; as- 
sessment. appraisal, criticism, notes, com- 
ments. 

Commentator ► noun Q a television commenta- 
tor. narrator, announcer, presenter, anchor, 
anchorman, anchorwoman, reporter, journal- 
ist, newscaster, sportscaster, informal talking 
head ©a political commentator analyst, pundit, 
momtor, observer; writer, speaker. 

commerce ►noun Q eastern commerce : trade, 
trading, buying and selling, business, dealing, 
traffic; (financial) transactions, dealings 
0 (dated) human commerce: relations, dealings, 
socializing, communication, association, con- 
tact, intercourse. 

commercial ► adjactiv# Qa vessel built for com- 
mercial purposes: trade, trading, business, pri- 
vate enterprise, mercantile, sales, ©we turn 
good ideas into commercial products: lucrative, 
moneymaking, money-spinning, profitable, re- 
munerative, fruitful, gainful; viable, successful, 
©public opinion was commercial: profit- 


commencement | commodity 

orientated, money-onentated, materialistic, 
mercenaiy. 

► noun a TV commercial' advertisement, promo- 
tion, display, informal ad, plug; Bnt. Informal advert 

commercialized ► adjective profit-orien- 
tated, money-orientated, commercial, material- 
istic, mercenary 

commiserate ►varb (commiserate with) 

offer sympathy to, be sympathetic to, offer 
condolences to, condole with, sympathize with, 
empathize with, feel pity for, feel sony for, 
feel for; comfort, console. 

commiseration ► noun condolence(s). sym- 
pathy, pity, comfort, solace, consolation; com- 
passion, understanding 

commission ► noun © toe dealer's commission 
percentage, brokerage, share, portion, divi- 
dend, premium, fee, consideration, bonus; infor- 
mal cut, take, rake-off slice, Bnt informal whack, 
divvy © the commission of building a palace : task. 
employment, job, project, mission, assignment, 
undertaking, duty, charge, responsibility 
0 items made under royal commission warrant, 
licence, sanction, authority, ©an independent 
commission committee, board, council, panel, 
directorate, delegation ©the commission of an 
offence perpetration, committing, committal, 
execution 

► verb ©he was commissioned to paint a portrait en 
gage, contract, charge, employ, hire, recruit, 
retain, appoint, enlist, co-opt, book, sign up. 
©they commissioned a sculpture, order, author- 
ize, formal bespeak 

■ in commission in service, in use; working, 
functional, operative, up and running, in oper- 
ation, m working order 

■ out of commission not in service, not in 
use, unserviceable, not working, inoperative, 
out of order, down. 

commit ► verb © he committed a murder carry 
out. do, perpetrate, engage in. enact, execute, 
effect, accomplish, be responsible for, informal 
pull off ©she was committed to their care, en 
trust, consign, assign, deliver, give, hand over, 
relinquish, formal commend ©they committed 
themselves to the project, pledge, devote, apply, 
give, dedicate © the judge committed him to pri- 
son consign, send, deliver, confine ©her hus- 
band had her committed hospitalize, confine, in- 
stitutionalize, put away; certify 
commitment ► noun ©the pressure of his com- 
mitments responsibility, obligation, duty, tie, 
liability, task, engagement, arrangement 0her 
commitment to her students dedication, devotion. 
allegian<£, loyalty, faithfulness, fidelity ©he 
made a commitment: vow, promise, pledge, oath, 
contract, pact, deal, decision, resolution 
committed ► adjactiva devout, devoted, dedi- 
cated. loyal, faithful, staunch, firm, steadfast, 
unwavering, wholehearted, keen, passionate, 
ardent, fervent, sworn, pledged; dutiful, dili- 
gent; informal card-canying, true blue, deep- 
dyed. 

-opposites apathetic. 

commodious ► adjtctivt (formal) roomy, cap- 
acious. spacious, ample, generous, sizeable, 
large, big, extensive. 

-opposites cramped. 

commodity ►noun item, material, product, 
article, object; import, export. 
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common ► adjective O the common folk ■ ordin 
ary, normal, average, unexceptional, simple 
Qa very common art form: usual, ordinary, fa- 
miliar, regular, frequent, recurrent, everyday; 
standard, typical, conventional, stock, com- 
monplace. run-of-the-mill. ©a common belief 
widespread, general, universal, popular, main- 
stream, prevalent, prevailing, nfe, established, 
conventional, traditional, orthodox, accepted, 
©the common good collective, communal, 
community, public, popular, general; shared, 
combined Qthey are far too common: uncouth, 
vulgar, coarse, rough, boonsh, unladylike, un- 
gentlemanly, ill-bred, uncivilized, unsophisti- 
cated, unrefined; lowly, low-born, low-class, in- 
ferior, proletarian, plebeian; informal plebby; Bnt 
informal common as muck. 

-opposites unusual, rare, individual, refined 

► noun ( Bnt mformaf) use your common! See common 

SENSE 

Commonly ► adverb often, frequently, regu- 
larly, repeatedly, time and (time) again, all the 
time, routinely, habitually, customarily, N Amer 
oftentimes, informal lots 

commonplace ►adjective ©a commonplace 
writing style ■ ordinary, run-of-the-mill, unre- 
markable, unexceptional, average, mediocre, 
pedestrian, prosaic, lacklustre, dull, bland, un- 
interesting, mundane, hackneyed, tnte, banal, 
cliched, predictable, stale, tired, unoriginal, in- 
formal (plain) vanilla, bog-standard, a dime a 
dozen, Bnt informal common or garden. N Amer 
informal ornery, bush-league 0 a commonplace oc- 
currence common, normal, usual, ordinary, fa- 
miliar. routine, standard, everyday, daily, regu- 
lar. frequent, habitual, typical 
-opposites original, unusual 

► noun © early death was a commonplace everyday 
event, routine 0 a great store of commonplaces 
platitude, cliche, truism, hackneyed phrase, 
tnte phrase, old chestnut, banality, dated brom- 
ide 

common sense ► noun sensibleness, (good) 
sense, (native) wit, judgement, level-headed- 
ness. prudence, discernment, canniness, astute- 
ness. shrewdness, wisdom, insight, perception, 
perspicacity, practicality, capability, resource- 
fulness, enterpnse, informal horse sense, gump- 
tion, nous, savvy, Bnt informal common, N Amer 
informal smarts 
-opposites folly 

commotion ►noun disturbance, uproar, tu- 
mult, rumpus, ruckus, brouhaha, furore, hue 
and cry. ftiss, stir, storm, turmoil, disorder, 
confusion, chaos, mayhem, havoc, pandemon- 
ium, unrest, fracas, riot, breach of the peace, 
Insh, N Amer, & Austral donnybrook; informal rue- 
tion(s), ballyhoo, kerfuffle, hoo-ha, to-do, hulla- 
baloo; Bnt informal carry-on, row, aggro, argy- 
bargy; Law, dated affray. 

communal ► adjective © the kitchen was commu- 
nal: shared, jomt, common. © they farm on a 
communal basis * collective, cooperative, com- 
munity. communalist, combined. 

-opposites private, individual. 

communo ►noun she lives in a commune: col- 
lective. cooperative, communal settlement, 
kibbutz. 

► verb ©we pray to commune with God: communi- 
cate. speak, talk, converse, interface, ©she 
likes to commune with nature: empathize, identify. 


have a rapport, feel at one; relate to, feel close 
to 

communicable ► adjective contagious, in- 
fectious. transmittable, transmissible, transfer- 
able, spreadable; informal catching; dated infect- 
ive. 

communicate ►verb ©he communicated the 
news to his boss ■ convey, tell, impart, relay, 
transmit, pass on, announce, report, recount, 
relate, present, divulge, disclose, mention, 
spread, disseminate, promulgate, broadcast 
0 they communicate daily: liaise, be m touch, be 
in contact, have dealings, interface, commune, 
meet, talk, speak, converse; informal have a con- 
tab. powwow. ©learn how to communicate better' 
get one s message across, explain oneself, be 
understood, get through to someone © the dis- 
ease is communicated easily * transmit, transfer, 
spread, carry, pass on. ©each bedroom communi- 
cates with a bathroom connect with, join up 
with, open on to, lead into 
communication ►noun ©the communication 
of news, transmission, conveyance, divulgence, 
divulgation, disclosure; dissemination, promul- 
gation, broadcasting 0 there was no communica- 
tion between them contact, dealings, relations, 
connection, association, socializing, inter- 
course, correspondence, dialogue, talk, conver- 
sation, discussion, dated commerce ©an official 
communication . message, statement, announce- 
ment, report, dispatch, communique, letter, 
bulletin, correspondence Qroad and rail com- 
munications links, connections, services, routes 

communicative ► adjective forthcoming, 
expansive, expressive, unreserved, uninhibited, 
vocal, outgoing, frank, open, candid, talkative, 
chatty, loquacious, informal gabby. 

Communion ►noun ©a sense of communion 
with others, affinity, fellowship, kinship, friend- 
ship, fellow feeling, togetherness, closeness, 
harmony, understanding, rapport, connection, 
communication, empathy, accord, unity 
0 Christ’s presence at Communion * Eucharist, 
Holy Communion, Lord’s Supper, Mass 

communique ► noun official communica 
tion, press release, bulletin, message, missive, 
dispatch, statement, report, announcement, 
declaration, proclamation, N Amer advisory, in- 
formal memo 

communism ► noun collectivism, state own- 
ership, (radical) socialism; Sovietism, Bolshev- 
ism, Marxism, Leninism, Trotskyism, Maoism. 

communist ►noun & adjective collectivist, 
leftist, (radical) socialist; Soviet, Bolshevik, Bol- 
shevist, Marxist, Leninist, Trotskyist, Trotsky- 
lte, Maoist; informal, derogatory Commie, Bolshie, 
red, lefty 

community ► noun ©work done for the commu- 
nity: population, populace, people, citizenry, 
(general) public, collective; residents, inhabit- 
ants, citizens. 0 a rural community: district, re- 
gion, zone, area, locality, locale, neighbour- 
hood; informal neck of the woods, turf; Brit, infor- 
mal manor; N. Amer. informal hood, nabe. ©gays 
are not one homogenous community: group, body, 
set, circle, clique, faction; informal gang, bunch, 
©a monastic community: brotherhood, sister- 
hood, fraternity, sorority, sodality; colony, 
order. © community of interests: similarity, like- 
ness, comparability, correspondence, agree- 
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ment, closeness, affinity ©the community of 
goods, joint ownership, common ownership, 
shared possession 

Commute ► verb Qthey commute on a train. 
travel to and from work, travel to and fro, 
travel back and forth, ©his sentence was com- 
muted: reduce, lessen, lighten, shorten, cut, at' 
tenuate, moderate. © knight sendee was com - 
muted for a payment • exchange, change, substi- 
tute, swap, trade, switch 
-opposites increase 

commuter ► noun (daily) traveller, traveller, 
passenger, informal straphanger 

compact 1 ► adjective Qa compact rug dense, 
close-packed, tightly packed, thick, tight, firm 
©a compact camera small, little, petite, mini- 
ature, mini, small-scale, Scottish wee, informal 
teeny, teeny-weeny, Bnt informal dinky, N Amer 
little-bitty ©her tale is compact ■ concise, suc- 
cinct, condensed, brief, pithy, short and sweet, 
informal snappy, formal compendious 
-opposites loose, large, rambling 
► verb the snow has been compacted compress, con- 
dense. pack down, press down, tamp (down), 
flatten 

Compact 2 ►noun the warring states signed a 
compact treaty, pact, accord, agreement, con- 
tract, bargain, deal, settlement, covenant, con- 
cordat, pledge, promise, bond 
companion ►noun Q Harry and his companion 
associate, partner, escort, compatriot, confed- 
erate, friend, intimate, confiaant(e), comrade, 
informal pal, chum, crony, sidekick, Bnt informal 
mate, oppo, chma, mucker, N Amer informal 
buddy, amigo, coinpadre. Austral /NZ informal oft- 
sider ©a lady’s companion attendant, aide, 
helper, assistant, valet, equerry, lady in wait- 
ing, chaperone, carer, minder ©the tape is a 
companion to the book complement, counterpart, 
twin, match, accompamment. supplement, 
addition, adjunct, accessory ©The Gardener’s 
Companion handbook, manual, guide, reference 
book, ABC, pnmer, vade mecum, informal bible 
companionable ►adjective friendly, af- 
fable, cordial, genial, congenial, amiable, easy- 
going. good-natured, comradely, sociable, con- 
vivial, outgoing, gregarious, informal chummy, 
pally, Bnt informal matey; N Amer informal buddy- 
buddy, clubby. 

companionship ►noun friendship, fellow- 
ship, closeness, togetherness, amity, intimacy, 
rapport, camaraderie, brotherhood, sisterhood, 
company, society, social contact 
company ►noun ©an Oil company firm, busi- 
ness. corporation, establishment, agency, of- 
fice, bureau, institution, organization, concern, 
enterprise; conglomerate, consortium, syndi- 
cate, multinational, Informal outfit ©/ enjoy his 
company companionship, friendship, fellowship, 
amity, camaraderie; society, association. ©I'm 
expecting company: guests, visitors, callers, 
people; someone, ©a company of poets : group, 
crowd, party, band, assembly, cluster, flock, 
herd, troupe, throng, congregation; informal 
bunch, gang, ©a company of infantry: unit, sec- 
tion, detachment, troop, corps, squad, squad- 
ron, platoon, battalion, division. 

-related terms corporate, 
comparable ► selective o comparable incomes: 
similar, close, near, approximate, akin, equiva- 


lent, commensurate, proportional, proportion' 
ate; like, matching. © nobody is comparable with 
him. equal to, as good as, m the same league 
as, able to hold a candle to. on a par with, on a 
level with; a match for 

comparative ► adjective relative; m/by com- 
parison. 

compare ►verb ©we compared the data sets: 
contrast, juxtapose, collate, differentiate, 
weigh up ©he was compared to Wagner, liken, 
equate, analogize, class with, bracket with, set 
side by side with © the porcelain compares with 
Dresden’s fine china, be as good as, be compar- 
able to, bear comparison with, be the equal of, 
match up to, be on a par with, be in the same 
league as. come close to. hold a candle to, be 
not unlike, match, resemble, emulate, rival, ap- 
proach 

■ beyond compare without equal, second to 
none, in a class of one’s own, peerless, match- 
less, unmatched, incomparable, inimitable, su- 
preme, outstanding, consummate, unique, sin- 
gular, perfect 

Comparison ►noun ©a comparison of the re- 
sults juxtaposition, collation, differentiation 
© there’s no comparison between them resem 
blance, likeness, similarity, correspondence, 
correlation, parallel, parity, comparability. 

Compartment ►noun ©a secret compartment 
section, part, bay. recess, chamber, cavity, 
pocket © they put science and religion in separate 
compartments domain, field, sphere, depart- 
ment. category, pigeonhole, bracket, group, 
set 

compartmentalize ►verb categorize, 
pigeonhole, bracket, group, classify, character- 
ize. stereotype, label, brand, sort, rank, rate 

compass ►noun scope, range, extent, reach, 
span, breadth, ambit, limits, parameters, 
bounds. 

compassion ► noun pity, sympathy, em- 
pathy, fellow feeling, care, concern, solicitude, 
sensitivity, warmth, love, tenderness, mercy, 
leniency, tolerance, kindness, humanity, char- 
ity 

-opposites indifference, cruelty. 

compassionate ► adjective sympathetic, 
empathetic, understanding, caring, solicitous, 
sensitive, warm, loving; merciful, lenient, toler- 
ant, considerate, kind, humane, charitable, 
big-hearted 

compatibility ►noun like-mindedness, simi- 
larity, affinity, closeness, fellow feeling, har- 
mony, rapport, empathy, sympathy 

compatible ► adjective © they were never com- 
patible. (well) suited, well matched, like- 
minded, m tune, m harmony; reconcilable, 
©her bruising is compatible with a fall consist' 
ent, congruous, congruent, in keeping 

compatriot ► noun fellow countryman/ 
woman, countryman, countrywoman, fellow 
citizen. 

compel ►verb ©he compelled them to leave their 
land force, pressurize, pressure, press, push, 
urge; dragoon, browbeat, bully, intimidate; ob- 
lige, require, make; informal lean on, put the 
screws on. ©they can compel compliance: exact, 
extort, demand, insist on, force, necessitate: 
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compelling * adjective Qa compelling perform- 
ance. enthralling, captivating, gripping, rivet- 
ing, spellbinding, mesmerizing, absorbing, irre- 
sistible ©a compelling argument: convincing, 
persuasive, cogent, irresistible, powerful, 
strong, weighty, plausible, credible, sound, 
valid, telling, conclusive, irrefutable, unanswer- 
able 

-opposites bonng, weak 
compendious ►adjective (formal) succinct, 
pithy, short and to the point, concise, compact, 
condensed, compressed, abridged, summarized, 
synoptic, informal snappy 
-opposites expanded 

compendium ► noun collection, compil- 
ation, anthology, treasury, digest, summary, 
synopsis, precis, outline 

Compensate ► verb Qyou must compensate for 
what you did make amends, make up, make rep- 
aration, recompense, atone, requite, pay, expi- 
ate. make good, rectify ©we agreed to compen- 
sate him for his loss recompense, repay, pay 
back, reimburse, remunerate, recoup, requite, 
indemnify, ©his flair compensated for his faults. 
balance (out), counterbalance, counteract, off- 
set, make up for, cancel out, neutralize, nega- 
tive 

compensation ►noun recompense, repay- 
ment. reimbursement, remuneration, requital, 
indemnification, indemnity, redress, damages, 
N Amer informal comp 

compare ► noun HOST, presenter, anchor, 
anchorman/woman, master of ceremonies, MC, 
announcer; N Amer informal emcee 

compete ► verb Qthey competed in a tennis 
tournament: take part, participate, play, be a 
competitor, be involved; enter, go in for 
© they had to compete with other firms contend, 
vie, battle, wrangle, jockey, go head to head, 
strive against, pit oneself against, challenge, 
take on © no one can compete with him rival, 
challenge, keep up with, keep pace with, com- 
pare with, match, be in the same league as. 
come near to, come close to, touch; informal 
hold a candle to. 

competence ►noun Qmy technical compe- 
tence r capability, ability, competency, profi- 
ciency, accomplishment, expertise, adeptness, 
skill, prowess, mastery, talent, informal savvy, 
know-how. ©the competence of the system ad- 
equacy, appropriateness, suitability, fitness; ef- 
fectiveness, formal efficacy © matters within the 
competence of the courts, authority, power, con- 
trol, jurisdiction, ambit, scope, remit, 
competent ► adjective Qa competent carpenter 
capable, able, proficient, adept, adroit, accom- 
plished, complete, skilful, skilled, gifted, tal- 
ented, expert; good, excellent; Informal great, 
mean, wicked, nifty, ace ©she spoke competent 
French: adequate, acceptable, satisfactory, rea- 
sonable. fair, decent, not bad. all right, aver- 
age, tolerable, passable, moderate, middling; m- 
formal OK, okay, so-so. © the court was not compe- 
tent to hear the case: fit, suitable, suited, appro- 
priate, qualified, empowered, authorized. 
-opposites inadequate, unfit. 

competition ►noun Q Stephanie won the com- 
petition. contest, tournament, match, game, 
heat, fixture, event; trials, stakes, ©f’m not 
interested in competition: rivalry, competitive- 


ness. vying; conflict, feuding, fighting, informal 
keepmg up with the Joneses, ©we must stay 
ahead of the competition opposition, other side, 
field, enemy, challengers, opponents, rivals, ad- 
versaries, poetic /literary foe. 
competitive ►adjective Qa competitive player 
ambitious, zealous, keen, pushy, combative, ag- 
gressive; informal go-ahead, ©a highly competitive 
industry: ruthless, aggressive, fierce, informal 
dog-eat-dog, cut-throat. © competitive prices rea- 
sonable, moderate, keen, low, inexpensive, 
cheap, budget, bargain, reduced, discount; 
rock-bottom bargain-basement. 

-opposites apathetic, exorbitant 
competitor ►noun Qthe competitors in the 
race * contestant, contender, challenger, par- 
ticipant, entrant, runner, player ©our Euro- 
pean competitors, rival, challenger, opponent, 
adversary, competition, opposition. 

-opposites ally. 

compilation ► noun collection, selection, 
anthology, treasury, compendium, album, cor- 
pus. collectanea, pot-pourri, 
compile ►verb assemble, put together, make 
up, collate, compose, organize, arrange; gather, 
collect 

complacency ► noun smugness, self- 
satisfaction, self-congratulation, self-regard, 
gloating, triumph, pride, satisfaction, content- 
ment. 

complacent ► adjective smug, self-satisfied, 
self-congratulatory, self-regarding; gloating, tri- 
umphant, proud, pleased, satisfied, content, 
contented; informal like the cat that got the 
cream, I’m-all-nght-Jack; N Amer informal wisen- 
heimer. 

complain ►verb protest, grumble, whine, 
bleat, carp, cavil, grouse, make a fuss, object 
to, speak out against, oppose, criticize, find 
fault with; informal whinge, kick up a fuss, belly- 
ache, moan, gripe, beef, bitch, sound off; Brit in- 
formal chunter, create. N Amer informal kvetch 
complaint ►noun Qthey lodged a complaint * 
protest, objection, grievance, grouse, cavil, 
quibble, grumble; charge, accusation, criticism, 
Informal beef, gripe, whinge; Law, Brit plaint 
© little cause for complaint, protestation, objec- 
tion, exception, grievance, grumbling, criti- 
cism. fault-finding, condemnation, disapproval, 
dissatisfaction; informal whingeing, grousing, 
bellyaching, nit-picking, ©a kidney complaint: 
disorder, disease, infection, affliction, illness, 
ailment, sickness; condition, problem, upset, 
trouble; informal bug, virus, 
complaisant ► adjective willing, acquiescent, 
agreeable, amenable, cooperative, accommo- 
dating, obliging, biddable, compliant, docile, 
obedient. 

complement ►noun Qthe perfect complement 
to the food: accompaniment, companion, add- 
ition, supplement, accessory, trimming. QaJuU 
complement of lifeboats: amount, total, contin- 
gent. capacity, allowance, quota. 

► verb this sauce complements the dessert, accom- 
pany, go with, round off, set off, suit, harmon- 
ize with; enhance, complete, 
complementary ►adjective harmonious. 
compatible, corresponding, matching, twin, 
complemental; supportive, reciprocal, interde- 
pendent. 
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—opposites incompatible. 

Complete ►adjective Qthi complete interview 
entire, whole, hill, total, uncut, unabridged. 
Q their research was complete: finished, ended, 
concluded, completed, finalized, accomplished, 
achieved, discharged, settled, done; informal 
wrapped up, sewn up, polished off Qa com- 
plete fool absolute, out-and-out, utter, total, 
real, downright, thoroughgoing, veritable, 
prize, perfect, unqualified, unmitigated, sheer, 
arrant, N Amer full-bore; Bnt informal nght 
-opposites partial, unfinished 

► verb Qhe had to complete his training- finish, end, 
conclude, finalize, wind up; informal wrap up, 
sew up, polish off ©the outfit was completed 
with a veil- finish off, round off, top off, crown, 
cap, complement © complete the application 
form fill in/out, answer. 

completely ►adverb totally, entirely, whol- 
ly. thoroughly, fully, utterly, absolutely, per- 
fectly, unreservedly, unconditionally, quite, al- 
together, downright, m every way. in every re- 
spect, one hundred per cent, every inch, to the 
hilt, mfonnal dead, deadly 

completion ►noun realization, accomplish- 
ment, achievement, fulfilment, consummation, 
finalization, resolution, finish, end, conclusion, 
close, cessation 

Complex ►adjective ©a complex situation com 
plicated, involved, intricate, convoluted, elab- 
orate, impenetrable, Gordian, difficult, knotty, 
tricky, thorny, Brit informal fiddly ©a complex 
structure compouno, composite, multiplex 
-opposites simple 

► noun Qa complex of roads, network, system, 
nexus, web, tissue, combination, aggregation. 
© {informal) he had a complex about losing his hair 
obsession, fixation, preoccupation, neurosis, m- 
formal hang-up, thing, bee m one's bonnet 

Complexion ►noun Qa pole complexion skin, 
skin colour, skin tone, pigmentation ©this 
puts an entirely new complexion on things perspec- 
tive, angle, slant, interpretation, appearance, 
light, look © governments of all complexions' 
type, kmd, sort; nature, character, stamp, ilk, 
kidney. 

complexity ►noun complication, problem, 
difficulty, twist, turn, intricacy 

compliance ►noun Q compliance with inter- 
national law obedience to, observance of, ad- 
herence to, conformity to, respect for ©he 
mistook her silence for compliance acquiescence, 
agreement, assent, consent, acceptance; com- 
plaisance, pliability, docility, meekness, sub- 
mission 

-opposites violation, defiance 

compliant ► adjective acquiescent, amenable, 
biddable, tractable, complaisant, accommodat- 
ing, cooperative; obedient, docile, malleable, 
pliable, submissive, tame, yielding, control- 
lable, unresisting, persuadable, persuasible. 
-opposites recalcitrant. 

complicate ►verb make (more) difficult, 
make complicated, mix up, confuse, muddle; 
informal mess up, screw up. snarl up. 

-opposites simplify. 

complicated ►adjective complex, intricate, 
involved, convoluted, tangled, impenetrable, 
knotty, tricky, thorny, labyrinthine, tortuous. 


Gordian; confusing, bewildering, perplexing; 
Bnt informal fiddly 
-opposites straightforward. 

complication ► noun Qa complication concern- 
ing ownership- difficulty, problem, obstacle, 
hurdle, stumbling block; drawback, snag, 
catch, hitch, fly in the ointment, Bnt spanner 
m the works; informal hiccup, prob, headache, 
facer © the complication of life m our society * com- 
plexity. comphcatedness, intricacy, convoluted- 
ness 

-opposites straightforwardness 

complicity ►noun collusion, involvement, 
collaboration, connivance; conspiracy, informal 
being in cahoots 

compliment ►noun Qan unexpected compli- 
ment flattering remark, tribute, accolade, 
commendation, bouquet, pat on the back, 
(compliments) praise, acclaim, admiration, 
flatteiy, blandishments, honeyed words, ©my 
compliments on your cooking congratulations, 
commendations, praise. © Margaret sends her 
compliments greetings, regards, respects, good 
wishes, best wishes, salutations, felicitations. 
-opposites insult 

► verb they complimented his performance praise, 
pay tribute to, speak highly/well of, flatter, 
wax lyrical about, make much of, commend, 
acclaim, applaud, salute, honour, congratulate, 
pat on the back 

-opposites criticize 

complimentary ►adjective Q complimentary 
remarks flattering, appreciative, congratula- 
toiy, admiring, approving, commendatory, fa- 
vourable, glowing, adulatoiy, informal rave 
© complimentary tickets, free (of charge), gratis, 
for nothing; courtesy; informal on the house 
-opposites derogatory 

comply ►verb Myra complied with his wishes. 
abide by, observe, obey, adhere to, conform to, 
follow, respect, agree to, assent to, go along 
with, yield to, submit to, defer to; satisfy, fulfil. 
-opposites ignore, disobey 

Component ► noun the components of electronic 
devices part, piece, bit, element, constituent, 
ingredient; unit, module, section. 

► adjective the molecule’s component elements, con 
stituent, integral, basic, essential 

comport 

■ comport oneself (formal) behave, conduct 
oneself, act. acquit oneself; archaic deport one- 
self. 

compote ► verb Q a poem composed by Shelley. 
write, formulate, devise, make up, think up, 
produce, invent, concoct, pen, author, draft, 
poetic/ literary rhyme © compose a still life: organ- 
ize, arrange, set out. Qthe congress is composed of 
ten senators, make up, constitute, form, com- 
prise. 

■ compose oneself calm down, control one- 
self, regam one’s composure, pull oneself to- 
gether, collect oneself, steady oneself, keep 
one’s head; informal get a grip, keep one’s cool; 

N Amer informal decompress. 

composed ► adjective calm, collected, cool (as 
a cucumber), self-controlled, self-possessed; se- 
rene, tranquil, relaxed, at ease, unruffled, un- 
perturbed, untroubled; equable. • even- 
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Bridge. Frank (English) 

Britten, Ber^amin (Engtish) 

Bruch. Max (German) 

Bruckner, Anton (Austrian) 

Busoni. Ferruccio (Italian) 
Buxtehude, Dietrich (Danish) 

Byrd. Wittlam (English) 

Cage, John (American) 

Campion, Thomas (Engtish) 
CarriHo, Julitin (Mexican) 

Carter, Elliott (American) 
Cherubini, Luigi (Italian) 

Chopin, Frtidtirk (Polish) 

Copland. Aaron (American) 

Corelli, Arcangelo (Italian) 
Couperin, Francois (French) 
Czerny, Kari (Austriah) 
Dallapiccola. Luigi (Italian) 

Davies, Peter Maxwell (English) 
Debussy, Claude (French) 

Delibes, lio (French) 

Delius, Frederick (English) 
Donfeetd. Gaetano (Italian) 

Dufay, GuWaume (French) 

Dukas. Pad (French) 

Dunstable. John (Engtish) 

Durey* fault (French) 

DundM. Maurice (French) 



FteW.jotm (Irish 


Belgium) 

Gabrfefl, Giovanni (Italian) 
Gershwin, George (American) 
Gibbons, Orlando (English) 

Glass, Philip (American) 

Glazunov, Aleksandr (Russian) 
Glinka, MlfchaH (Russian) 

Gluck, Christoph Wltilbaid von 
(German) 

Goehr, Alexander (German) 
Gdrecki, Henryk (Polish) 

Gounod, Charles (French) 
Grainger, Percy (American, b. In 
Australia) 

Grieg, Edvard (Norwegian) 

Handel, George Frederick 
(German) 

Haydn, Franz Joseph (Austrian) 
Henze, Hans Werner (German) 
Hindemith, Paul (German) 

Hoist, Gustav (English) 

Honegger, Arthur (French) 
Humperdinck, Engelbert (German) 
Ives, Charles (American) 
jan&ek, Leo5 (Czech) 

Kem, Jerome (American) 
Khachaturian. Aram (Soviet) 
KodAiy, Zott&n (Hungarian) 
Knussen, Oliver (Scottish) 

Lambert Constant (English) 

Lassus. Orlande de (Flemish) 

Llhar, Franz (Hungarian) 
Leoncavallo, Ruggiero (Italian) 
Ligeti, Gydrgy (Hungarian) 

Liszt Franz (Hungarian) 
Uoyd-Webber, Andrew (English) 
Lutiy, Jean-Baptiste (french, b In 


My) 

Lutosiawskt, Witold (Polish) 
Lutyens, Elisabeth (English) 
Mahler, Gustav (Austrian) 
Mascagni, Pietro (Italian) 
Massenet Jules (French) 
Mendelssohn. Felix (German) 
Messiaen. Ottwer (French) 
Meyerbeer, Giacomo (German) 
Milhaud, Darius (French) 
Monteverdi, Claudio (Italian) 
Mozart, WoRgang Amadeus 
(Austrian) 

Mussorgsky, Modest (Russian) 

Nfeisen* cari (Danish) 

Nyman, Michael (Engtish) 
Offefdwb,Jacgues(Germaft) 
Orff, Owl (German) 

Pachetoet, Johann (German) 
Paganini, Nfccofe (ttatian) 

PJrt Arvo (Estonian) 

Palestrina, Govannl Pterfu&daf 
(Italian) 

Parry. Hubert (Engtish) 
Nzjfscior 

Ponchieli, 

Poulenc Francis (French) 
ProkoBev,S«gei(Rosriim) 
Pucdtji, (ftattan) 


Rachmaninov, Sergei (Russian) 
Rameau, Jean<PhAppe (French) 
Ravel, Maurice (French) 

Reich, Steve (American) 

Respighi. Ottorino (Italian) 
Rlmsky-Korsakov, Nikolai 
(Russian) 

Rodgers. Richard (American) 
Rodrigo, Joaquin (Spanish) 
Romberg, Sigmund (Hungarian) 
Rossini, Gioacchino (Italian) 
Rubbra, Edmund (English) 
Rubinstein. Anton (Russian) 
Saint-Satins, Camille (French) 
Satieri, Antonio (Italian) 

Satie, Erik (French) 

Scarlatti, Alessandro (Italian) 
Scarlatti, Domenico (Italian) 
Schnittke, Alfred (Russian, of 
German descent) 

Schoenberg, Arnold (American, b 
m Austria) 

Schubert Franz (Austrian) 
Schumann, Robert (German) 
Schutz, Heinrich (German) 
Scriabm, Aleksandr (Russian) 
Shostakovich, Dmitri (Russian) 
Sibelius, Jean (Finnish) 

Smetana, Bedrich (Czech) 
Sondheim. Stephen (American) 
Sousa, John (American) 

Stainer, John (English) 

Stanford, Charles (British, b in 
Ireland) 

Stockhausen, Karihemz (German) 
Strauss. Richard (German) 

Strauss the Oder. Johann 
(Austrian) 

Strauss the Younger, Johann 
(Austrian) 

Stravinsky. Igor (Russian) 

Sutih/an, Arthur (English) 
Szymanowski, Karol (Polish) 
Taftieferre, Germaine (French) 
Tallis, Thomas (English) 

Tavener, John (English} 

Taverner. John (fngtfch) 
Tchaikovsky, Pyotr (Russian) 
Tetaftamt, Georg PhiHpp 
(German) 

Tippett, Mtehaet (Engtish) 

Vartse, Edgar (American, b. In 
France) 

Vaughan WOlams, Ralph (Engtish) 
Verdi, Giuseppe (Ration) 
VtiWobos, HeRdr (Brazilian) 
VNakh, Aatordo(ttatian) 


Wagner, Richard (German) 
WaRon,W titiafn(£n^h) 
Weber* Gwi Maria von (fiepman) 

mutt SUfte- 
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tempered, imperturbable, informal unflappable, 
together, laid-back. 

-opposites excited 

composer ► noun melodist, symphomst, 
songwriter, songster, writer, informal tunesmith, 
songsmith See list 

composite ► adjective a composite structure 
compound, complex, combined, blended, 
mixed 

► noun a composite of plastic and metal amalgam 
ation, amalgam, combination, compound, fu 
sion, synthesis, mixture, blend, alloy 

Composition ► noun O the composition of the 
council make-up. constitution, configuration, 
structure, formation, form, framework, fabric, 
anatomy, organization, informal set-up Qa liter 
ary composition work (of art), creation, opus, 
oeuvre, piece, arrangement Qthe composition of 
a poem writing, creation, formulation, inven 
tion, concoction, compilation O a school com 
position essay, paper, study, piece of writing, N 
Amer theme Qthe composition of the painting- ar 
rangement, disposition, layout, proportions, 
balance, symmetry ©an adhesive composition 
mixture, compound, amalgam, blend, mix 

Compost ► noun fertilizer, mulch, manure, 
bonemeal, fishmeal, guano, humus, peat, plant 
food, top-dressing 

composure ► noun self-control, self-posses 
sion calm, equanimity, equilibrium, serenity 
tranquillity, aplomb, poise, presence of mind, 
sangfroid, imperturbability, placidness, impas 
sivity, informal cool 

compound ► noun a compound of two elements 
amalgam, amalgamation, combination, com 
posite, blend, mixture, mix, fusion, synthesis, 
alloy See list 

► adjective a compound substance composite, com 
plex, blended, fused, combined 
—opposites simple 

► verb Qa smell compounded of dust and mould be 
composed of, be made up of, be formed from 
Qsoap compounded with disinfectant mix, com 
bine, blend, amalgamate, fuse, synthesize 
©his illness compounds their problems aggravate, 
exacerbate, worsen, add to, augment, intensify, 
heighten, increase, magnify, complicate 
-opposites alleviate 


Types of Chemical Compound 

See aha acid* chemical. 

acetate 

carbonate 

nitrate 

add 

chloride 

nitride 

alcohol 

chlorofluoro- 

nfcro 

aldehyde 

carbon 

compound 

alkaloid 

<00 

oxide 

alkane 

cyanide 

paraffin 

atone 

epoxide 

phosphate 

a0qn* 

ester 

salt 

amine 

fluoride 

sdhtetf 

kw 

bromide 

mdnim 


<eMe ( 

UJtkJL- 

fctoqe 

sulphide 


comprehend ► verb Q Katie couldn't compre- 
hend his message * understand, grasp, take in, 
see. apprehend, follow, make sense of. fathom, 
get to the bottom of; unravel, decipher, inter- 


pret, informal work out. figure out, make head or 
tail of. get one’s head around, take on board, 
get the drift of, catch on to, get. Bnt informal 
twig, suss (out) 0 ( formal) a divine order compre- 
hending all men comprise, include, encompass, 
embrace, mvolve, contain 
-oppositbs exclude 

comprehensible ► adjective intelligible, 
understandable, accessible, lucid, coherent, 
clear, plain, explicit, unambiguous, straightfor 
ward, fathomable 
-opposites opaque 

comprehension ► noun understanding, 
grasp, conception, apprehension, cognition, 
ken, knowledge, awareness, perception, inter 
pretation 

-opposites ignorance 

comprehensive ► adjective inclusive, all 
inclusive, complete, thorough, full, extensive, 
all-embracing, exhaustive, detailed, in-depth, 
encyclopedic, universal, catholic, far-reachmg, 
radical, sweeping, across the board, wholesale, 
broad, wide-ranging, informal wall-to-wall 
-opposites limited 

Compress ► verb O the skirt can be compressed 
into a bag squeeze, press, squash, crush, cram 
jam, stuff, tamp, pack compact, constrict, mfor 
mal scrunch 0 Polly compressed her lips purse 
press together, pucker ©the text was com 
pressed abridge, condense shorten, cut, abbre 
viate, truncate, summarize, precis 
-opposites expand 

comprise ► verb Q the country comprises twenty 
states consist of, be made up of, be composed 
of, contain, encompass, incorporate, include. 
formal comprehend 0 this breed comprises half the 
herd make up, constitute, form, compose, ac 
count for 

compromise ► noun Qthey reached a com 
promise agreement, understanding, settlement, 
terms, deal, trade-off, bargain, middle ground, 
happy medium, balance Qa happy marriage 
needs compromise give and take, concession, co- 
operation 

-opposites intransigence 
► verb ©we compromised meet each other half 
way, come to an understanding, make a deal, 
make concessions, find a happy medium, strike 
a balance, give and take 0his actions could com- 
promise his reputation undermine, weaken, dam 
age, harm, jeopardize, prejudice, discredit, dis 
honour, shame, embarrass 

compulsion ►noun O he is under no compul 
sion to go obligation, constraint, coercion, dur 
ess, pressure, intimidation Qa compulsion to tell 
the truth urge, impulse, need, desire, dnve, ob 
session, fixation, addiction, temptation 

compulsive ► adjective Qa compulsive desire. 
irresistible, uncontrollable, compelling, over 
whelming, uigent, obsessive Q compulsive eat 
ing obsessive, obsessional, addictive, uncon- 
trollable. 0 a compulsive liar inveterate, chron 
ic, incorrigible, incurable, hardened, hopeless, 
persistent, obsessive, addicted, habitual, informal 
pathological, hooked Qit's compulsive viewing 
fascinating, compelling, gripping, riveting, en- 
grossing, enthralling, captivating. 

compulsory ► selective obligatory, manda- 
tory, required, requisite, necessary, essential, 
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imperative, unavoidable, enforced, demanded, 

prescribed 

-opposites optional 

compunction ► noun scruples, misgivings, 
qualms, worries, unease, uneasiness, doubts, 
reluctance, reservations, guilt, regret, contri- 
tion. self-reproach 

compute ► verb calculate, work out, reckon, 
determine, evaluate, quantify, add up, count 
up. tally, total, totalize, Bnt tot up 
Computer ► noun See list 
comrade ► noun companion, fnend, colleague, 
associate, partner, co-worker, workmate, informal 
pal. chum, crony, Bnt informal mate, oppo, N 
Amer informal buddy 

con ( informal) ► verb & noun See swindle 
concatenation ► noun series, sequence, 
succession, chain 

concave ► adjective incurved, curved mwards, 
hollow, depressed, sunken, indented, recessed 
-opposites convex 

conceal ► verb Q clouds concealed the sun hide, 
screen, cover, obscure, block out, blot out, 
mask, shroud, secrete Qhe concealed his true 
feelings hide, cover up, disguise, mask, veil, 
keep secret, keep dark, draw a veil over, sup- 
press, repress, bottle up, informal keep a/the lid 
on, keep under one’s hat 
-opposites reveal, confess 
concealed ► adjective hidden, not visible, out 
of sight, invisible, covered, disguised, camou- 
flaged, obscured, private, secret 
concealment ► noun Q the concealment of his 
weapon hiding, secretion ©the concealment of 
the bushes cover, shelter, protection, screen, 
privacy, seclusion, secrecy Qthe deliberate con- 
cealment of facts suppression, hiding, cover-up, 
hushing up, whitewash 

concede ► verb Q I had to concede that I’d over- 
reacted admit, acknowledge, accept, allow, 
grant, recognize, own, confess, agree Qhe con- 
ceded the Auvergne to the king surrender, yield, 
give up, relinquish, cede, hand over 
-opposites deny, retain 
■ concede defeat capitulate, give m, surren- 
der, yield, give up, submit, raise the white flag, 
back down, climb down, throw in the towel 
conceit ► noun O his extraordinary conceit van 
ity, narcissism, conceitedness, swollen-headed- 
ness, egotism, self-admiration, self-regard, 
pnde, arrogance, hubris, self-importance, self- 
satisfaction, smugness, informal big-headedness, 
poetic I literary vainglory Qthe conceits of Shake- 
speare’s verse image, imagery, metaphor, simile, 
trope ©the conceit of time travel idea, notion, 
fancy 

-opposites humility 

conceited ► adjective vain, narcissistic, self- 
centred, egotistic, egotistical, egocentric, 
proud, arrogant, boastful, full of oneself, self- 
important, immodest, swaggering, self-satis- 
fied, smug; supercilious, haughty, snobbish, in- 
formal big-headed, too big for one’s boots, 
stuck-up, high and mighty, uppity, snotty; Bnt 
informal toffee-nosed; N Amer informal chesty; 
poetic/ literary vainglorious. 

conceivable ► adjective imaginable, possible, 
plausible, tenable, credible, believable, think- 
able, feasible, understandable, comprehensible 


Computer Parts and Peripherals 


accelerator board/card 

maths coprocessor 

acoustic coupler 

memory 

analogue to digital 

microprocessor 

converter 

mlnidisc 

arithmetic and logic 

minitower 

unit (ALU) 

modem 

bar-code reader 

monitor 

bubblejet printer 

motherboard 

bubble memory 

mouse 

buffer 

mouse mat 

bus 

non-volatile memory 

cache memory 

optical disk 

card 

option card 

CD-ROM 

plotter 

CD-RW (read-write) 

port 

dlsk/drive 

printed circuit 

central processing unit 

printed circuit board 

(CPU) 

(PCB) 

chip 

printer 

console 

processor 

control unit 

random-access 

coprocessor 

memory (RAM) 

digital to analogue 

raster image processor 

converter 

(RIP) 

digitizer 

read-only memory 

DIMM (dual in-line 

(ROM) 

memory module) 

register 

disk 

removable disk 

disk drive 

scanner 

diskette 

sequencer 

dot-matrix printer 

serial port 

drum scanner 

silicon chip 

DVD (digital videodisc) 

SIMM (single in-Hne 

dynamic memory 

memory module) 

dynamic RAM (DRAM) 

software 

erasable programmable 

solid-state memory 

ROM (EPROM) 

sound card 

expansion card/board 

static RAM (SRAM) 

fax modem 

synchronous dynamic 

firmware 

RAM (SDRAM) 

fixed disk 

tape streamer 

flash memory 

terminal 

floating-point unit 

TFT (thin film 

(FPU) 

transistor) screen 

floppy disk 

touch pad 

graphics card 

touch screen 

graphics pad 

trackball 

hard disk 

transistor 

hard drive 

video card 

imagesetter 

visual display unit 

Ink-jet printer 

(VDU) 

input-output device 

voice synthesizer 

input-output port 

wand 

joystick 

Winchester disk 

keyboard 

Winchester disk drive 

laser priniter 

Zip disk (trademark) 

Hght pen 
line printer 

Zip drive (trademark) 


conceive ►verb Qshe was unable to conceive 
become pregnant, become impregnated. Qthe 
project was conceived in 1977: think up, think of, 
dream up. devise, formulate, design, originate, 
create, develop, hatch, informal cook up ©J 
could hardly conceive what it must be like, imagine, 
envisage, visualize, picture, think, envision, 
grasp, appreciate, apprehend 
concentrate ►verb Qthe government concen- 
trated its efforts, focus, direct, centre, centralize 
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Qshe concentrated on the film focus on. pay at- 
tention to. keep one’s mind on, devote oneself 
to; be absorbed m, be engrossed m, be im- 
mersed in, informal get stuck into Q troops con- 
centrated on the horizon collect, gather, congre- 
gate, converge, mass, cluster, rally Qthe liquid 
is filtered and concentrated condense, boil down, 
reduce, thicken 
-opposites disperse, dilute 

► noun a fruit concentrate extract, decoction, dis- 
tillation 

concentrated * adjective Qa concentrated ef- 
fort strenuous, concerted, intensive, intense, 
all-out Qa concentrated solution condensed, re- 
duced. evaporated, thickened, undiluted, 
strong 

-opposites half-hearted, diluted 

concentration ► noun Q a task requiring con- 
centration close attention, attentiveness, appli- 
cation, singlemindedness, absorption Q the 
concentration of effort focusing, centralization 
0 concentrations of barnacle geese gathering, 
cluster, mass, flock, congregation, assemblage 
-opposites inattention 

concept ► noun idea, notion, conception, ab- 
straction, theory, hypothesis, belief, conviction, 
opinion, image, impression, picture 

Conception ► noun O the fertility treatment re- 
sulted in conception • inception of pregnancy, 
conceiving, fertilization, impregnation, insem- 
ination Qthe product's conception inception, 
genesis, origination, creation, invention, begin- 
ning, origin e> his original conception plan, 
scheme, project, proposal, intention, aim, idea 
O my conception of democracy idea, concept, no- 
tion, understanding, abstraction, theory, hy- 
pothesis. perception, image, impression Qthey 
had no conception of our problems understanding, 
comprehension, appreciation, grasp, know- 
ledge, idea, inkling, informal clue 

concern ► verb Q the report concerns the war be 
about, deal with, cover, discuss, go into, exam- 
ine, study, review, analyse, relate to. pertain to 
Qthat doesn’t concern you affect, involve, be 
relevant to, apply to, have a bearing on. impact 
on, be important to, interest 0/ won't concern 
myself with your affairs, involve oneself in. take 
an interest in, busy oneself with, devote one’s 
time to. bother oneself with Qone thing still 
concerns me worry, disturb, trouble, bother, 
perturb, unsettle, make anxious 

► noun Qa voice full of concern anxiety, worry, dis- 
quiet, apprehensiveness, unease, consternation 
Qhts concern for others solicitude, solicitous- 
ness. consideration, care, sympathy, regard 
0 housing is the concern of the council responsi 
bility, business, affair, charge, duty, job, prov- 
ince, preserve, problem, worry, informal pigeon, 
bag, bailiwick, Brit informal lookout 0 issues that 
are of concern to women, interest, importance, 
relevance, significance. Q Aboriginal concerns af 
fair, issue, matter, question, consideration 
Qa publishing concern, company, busmess, firm, 
organization, operation, corporation, establish- 
ment. house, office, agency, informal outfit, set- 
up 

-opposites indifference. 

concerned ►adjective ©her mother looked con- 
cerned. worried, anxious, upset, perturbed, 
troubled, distressed, uneasy, apprehensive, agi- 
tated. Qhe is concerned about your welfare * solici 


tous, canng, attentive to, considerate of Qall 
concerned parties interested, involved, affected, 
connected, related, implicated 
concerning ► preposition about, regarding, re- 
lating to. with reference to, referring to, with 
regard to, as regards, with respect to, respect- 
ing, dealing with, on the subject of, in connec- 
tion with, re, apropos of 

concert ►noun MUSICAL PERFORMANCE, show, 
production, presentation, recital, informal gig 
■ In concert together, jointly, in combin- 
ation, in collaboration, in cooperation, m 
league, side by side, in unison 
concerted ►adjective Qmake a concerted effort 
strenuous, vigorous, intensive, intense, con- 
centrated. all-out Q concerted action joint, 
united, collaborative, collective, combined, co- 
operative 

-opposites half-hearted, individual 
concession ► noun Q the government made sev- 
eral concessions compromise, allowance, excep- 
tion, sop Qa concession of failure admission, ac- 
knowledgement, acceptance, recognition, con- 
fession e the concession of territory surrender, 
relinquishment, sacrifice, handover O tax con- 
cessions reduction, cut, discount, deduction, 
decrease, rebate, informal break Qa logging con- 
cession right, privilege, licence, permit, fran- 
chise, warrant, authorization 
-opposites denial, acquisition 
conciliate ►verb Qhe tried to conciliate the 
peasantry appease, placate, pacify, mollify, as- 
suage, soothe, humour, reconcile, win over, 
make peace with Qhe conciliated in the dispute 
mediate, act as peacemaker, aibitrate, pour oil 
on troubled waters 
-opposites provoke 

conciliator ► noun peacemaker, mediator, 
go-between, middleman, intermediary, inter- 
cessor, dove 

-opposites troublemaker 
conciliatory ►adjective propitiatory, placa- 
tory, appeasing, pacifying, pacific, mollifying, 
peacemaking 

concise ► adjective succinct, pithy, incisive, 
brief, short and to the point, short and sweet, 
abridged, condensed, compressed, abbreviated, 
compact, potted, informal snappy 
-opposites lengthy, wordy 
conclave ► noun (private) meeting, gathenng. 
assembly, conference, council, summit, informal 
parley, powwow, get-together 
conclude ►verb Qthe meeting concluded at ten 
finish, end, draw to a close, be over, stop, 
cease Qhe concluded the press conference, bring 
to an end, close, wind up, terminate, dissolve, 
round off, informal wrap up 0an attempt to con- 
clude a ceasefire negotiate, broker, agree, come 
to terms on, settle, clinch, finalize, tie up, 
bring about, arrange, effect, engineer; informal 
sew up ©i concluded that he was rather unpleas- 
ant deduce, infer, gather, judge, decide, con- 
jecture, surmise; N Amer figure; informal reckon 
-opposites commence 

conclusion ►noun Qthe conclusion of his 
speech ■ end, ending, finish, close, termination, 
wind-up, cessation; culmination, denouement, 
coda. Q the conclusion of a trade agreement: nego- 
tiation, brokering, settlement, completion, ar- 
rangement, resolution ©his conclusions have 
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been verified deduction, inference, interpret- 
ation, reasoning, opinion, judgement, verdict, 
assumption, presumption, supposition 
-opposites beginning 

■ In conclusion finally, in closing, to con- 
clude, last but not least, to sum up, in short 
conclusive * adjective Q conclusive proof in 
controvertible, undeniable, indisputable, irre- 
futable, unquestionable, unassailable, convin- 
cing, certain, decisive, definitive, definite, posi- 
tive. categorical, unequivocal, airtight, water- 
tight 0a conclusive win emphatic, resounding, 
convincing 

-oppositfs unconvincing 
concoct ►verb Qshe began to concoct her din - 
ner prepare, make, assemble, informal fix, rustle 
up, Bnt informal knock up Qthis story she has um- 
Looted make up, dream up, fabncate, invent, 
trump up, formulate, hatch, brew, informal cook 
UP 

concoction ►noun Qa concoction containing 
gin and vodka mixture, brew, prepaiation, po- 
tion 0 a strange concoction oj styles blend, mix- 
ture. mix, combination, hybrid Qher story is an 
improbable concoction fabrication, invention, 
falsification, informal fairy story, fairy tale 
concomitant ► adjective ( formal) attendant, 
accompanying, associated, related, connected, 
lesultant, consequent 
-opposites unrelated 

concord ► noun (formal) Q council meetings rarely 
ended in concord agreement, harmony, accord, 
consensus, concurrence, unity 0 a concord was 
to be drawn up treaty, agreement, accord, pact, 
compact, settlement 
-opposites discord 

concourse ►noun Qthe station concourse en 
trance, foyer, lobby, hall 0 (formal) a vast con- 
course of onlookers crowd, group, gathering, as 
seinbly. body, company, throng, flock, mass 
concrete ►adjective O concrete objects solid, 
material, real, physical, tangible, palpable, sub- 
stantial, visible, existing 0 concrete proof defin 
ite, firm, positive, conclusive, definitive, real, 
genuine, bona fide 
-opposites abstract, imaginary 
concubine ► noun ( archaic ) mistress, kept 
woman, lover, informal fancy woman, bit on the 
side, archaic paramour 

concupiscence ► noun (format) See lust noun 
sense 1 

concur ►verb Owe concur with this view agree, 
be in agreement, go along, fall in, be in sym- 
pathy, see eye to eye, be of the same mind, be 
of the same opinion ©the two events concurred 
coincide, be simultaneous, be concurrent, coex- 
ist 

-opposites disagree 

concurrent ►adjective Qnine concurrent life 
sentences simultaneous, coincident, contempor- 
aneous. parallel. 0 concurrent lines convergent, 
converging, meeting, intersecting, 
concussion ►noun Qhe suffered concussion 
temporary unconsciousness; brain liyuiy 0 the 
concussion of the blast . force, impact, shock, jolt 
condemn ►verb Oh* condemned the suspended 
players' censure, criticize, denounce, revile, 
blame, chastise, berate, reprimand, rebuke, re- 
prove, take to task, find fault with, informal 


slam, blast, lay into, Bnt informal slate, slag off. 
have a go at, formal castigate Qhe was con- 
demned to death sentence, convict, find guilty 
0 the house has been condemned declare unfit, 
declare unsafe O Iter mistake had condemned her 
incriminate, implicate, archaic inculpate ©his 
illness condemned him to a lonely life doom, des- 
tine, damn, consign, assign 
-opposites piaise 

condemnation ► noun censure, criticism, 
strictures, denunciation, vilification, reproof, 
disapproval, informal flak, a bad press, formal cas- 
tigation 

condemnatory ►adjective censorious, crit- 
ical, damning, repioving, reproachful, depreca- 
tory, disapproving, unfavourable, formal castiga- 
tory 

Condensation ►noun O Windows misty with 
condensation moisture, water droplets, steam 
0 the condensation of the vapour precipitation, li- 
quefaction, deliquescence 0 a condensation oj 
recent literature abridgement, summary, synop- 
sis, precis, digest Qthe condensation of the re- 
port. shortening, abridgement, abbreviation, 
summanzation 

condense ► verb Q the water vapour condenses 
precipitate, liquefy, become liquid, deliquesce 
Qhe condensed the play abridge, shorten, cut. 
abbreviate, compact, summarize, synopsize, 
precis, truncate, curtail 
-opposites vaporize, expand 

condensed ►adjective Qa condensed text 
abridged, shortened, cut, compressed, abbrevi- 
ated, reduced, truncated, concise, outline, 
thumbnail, informal potted Q condensed soup 
concentrated, evaporated, reduced, strong, 
undiluted 

-opposites diluted 

condescend ►verb Q don’t condescend to your 
reader patronize, talk down to, look down 
one’s nose at. look down on. put down Qhe 
condescended to see us deign, stoop, descend, 
lower oneself, demean oneself; vouchsafe, see 
fit, consent 

condescending ► adjective patronizing, 
supercilious, supenor, snobbish, snobby, dis- 
dainful, lofty, haughty, informal snooty, stuck-up, 
Bnt informal toffee-nosed 

Condition ►noun Q check the condition of your 
wiring state, shape, order, Bnt informal nick 
Qthey lived in appalling conditions ■ circumstan 
ces, surroundings, environment, situation, set- 
ting, habitat, informal arcs, set-up ©she was in 
tip-top condition fitness, health, form, shape, 
trim, fettle Qa hver condition ■ disorder, prob- 
lem. complaint, illness, disease, ailment, sick- 
ness, affliction, infection, upset, informal bug. 
virus, Bnt informal lurgy 0 a condition of employ- 
ment ■ stipulation, constraint, prerequisite, pre- 
condition, requirement, rule, term, specifica- 
tion, provision, proviso 

► verb O th eir choices are conditioned by the economy 
constrain, control, govern, determine, decide, 
affect, touch, impact on; form, shape, guide, 
sway, bias Qour minds are conditioned by habit. 
train, teach, educate, guide; accustom, adapt, 
habituate, mould, inure. @ condition the boards 
with water : treat, prepare, prime, temper, pro- 
cess, acclimatize, acclimate, season. Qa product 
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Conductors 

Abbado, Claudio (Italian) 

Ansermet Ernest (Swiss) 

Ashkenazy, Vladimir (Icelandic, b. in Russia) 
Barbirolli, John (English) 

Barenboim, Daniel (Israeli) 

Beecham, Thomas (English) 

Bernstein, Leonard (American) 

Bdhm, Karl (Austrian) 

Bonynge, Richard (Australian) 

Boulez. Pierre (French) 

Boult. Adrian (English) 

Btilow. Hans von (German) 

Celibidache, Sergiu (German, b. in Romania) 

Davis. Andrew (English) 

Davis, Colin (English) 

Dorati, Antal (American, b. in Hungary) 

Downes, Edward (English) 

Elder, Mark (English) 

FurtwSngler, Wilhelm (German) 

Gardiner, John Eliot (English) 

Gergiev, Valery (Russian) 

Guilini, Carlo Maria (Italian) 

Haitink, Bernard (Dutch) 

Hall$, Charles (British, b. in Germany) 

Harnoncourt Nikolaus (Austrian) 

Hogwood, Christopher (English) 
jarvi. Neeme (Estonian) 

Karajan, Herbert von (Austrian) 

Kertesz, istvin (German, b. in Hungary) 

Kleiber, Erich (Argentinian, b. in Austria) 

Kleiber. Carlos (Austrian, b. in Germany) 

to condition your skin improve, nourish, tone 
(up), moisturize 

Conditional ► adjective Q their approval is con - 
ditional on success subject to, dependent on. 
contingent on. based on, determined by, con 
trolled by, tied to ©a conditional offer contin 
gent, dependent, qualified, with reservations, 
limited, provisional, provisoiy 

condolences ► plural noun sympathy, com- 
miseration(s), compassion, pity, support, com- 
fort, consolation, understanding 

condom ► noun contraceptive, sheath, N 
Amer prophylactic, Brit trademark Durex, Femi- 
dom, Bnt informal johnny, N Amer informal rubber, 
safe, Bnt informal, dated French letter, dated pro- 
tective 

condone ► verb disregard, accept, allow, let 
pass, turn a blind eye to, overlook, forget, for- 
give, pardon, excuse, let go 
-opposites condemn 

conducive ► adjective favourable, beneficial, 
advantageous, opportune, propitious, encour- 
aging, promising, convenient, good, helpful, in- 
strumental, productive, useful 
-opposites unfavourable 

conduct ► noun ©they complained about her 
conduct behaviour, performance, demeanour, 
actions, activities, deeds, doings, exploits, 
habits, manners, formal comportment © the con - 
duct of the elections, management, running, direc- 
tion. control, supervision, regulation, adminis- 
tration, organization, coordination, orchestra- 
tion, handling. 

► vtrb O the election was conducted lawfully • manage, 
direct, run, administer, organize, coordinate, 
orchestrate, handle, control, oversee, supervise, 


Klemperer. Otto (American, b. in Germany) 

Koopman, Ton (Dutch) 

Kubelik, Rafael (Swiss, b. in Czechoslovakia) 

Leppard, Raymond (American, b. In Britain) 

Levine, James (American) 

Maazel, Lorin (American) 

Mackerras, Charles (Australian) 

Mahler. Gustav (Austrian) 

Marriner, NevIHe (English) 

Masur, Kurt (German) 

Mehta, Zubin (Indian) 

Monteux, Pierre (French) 

Muti, Rkcardo (Italian) 

Nikisch, Arthur (Hungarian) 

Ormandy, Eugene (American, b. in Hungary) 

Ozawa, Seiji (American, b. in Japan) 

PrEtre, Georges (French) 

Previn, Andrf (American, b. in Germany) 

Rattle. Simon (English) 

Rozhdestvensky, Gennady (Russian) 

Salonen, Esa-Pekka (Finnish) 

Sargent, Malcolm (English) 

Sinopoli, Giuseppe (Italian) 

Slatkin, Leonard (American) 

Soiti. Georg (British, b. in Hungary) 

Stokowski, Leopold (American, b. in Britain) 

Strauss, Richard (German) 

Szell. George (American, b. in Hungary) 

Thomas, Michael Tllson (American) 

Toscanini, Arturo (Italian) 

Wood, Henry (English) 

regulate, carry out/on ©he was conducted 
through the corridors escort, guide, lead, usher, 
show, shepherd, see, bring, take, help ©alu- 
minium conducts heat transmit, convey, carry, 
tiansfer, impart, channel, relay, disseminate, 
diffuse, radiate 

■ conduct oneself behave, act. acquit oneself, 
bear oneself, formal comport oneself, archaic de- 
port oneself 

conductor ► noun See list 

conduit ► noun channel, duct, pipe. tube, gut- 
ter, trench, advert, cut, sluice, spillway, flume, 
chute 

Confectionery ► noun sweets, bonbons, N 
Amer candy, informal sweeties, archaic sweetmeats 
See list at sweet 

confederacy ► noun federation, confeder- 
ation, alliance, league, association, coalition, 
consortium, syndicate, group, circle, bloc, axis 

confederate ► adjective confederate councils 
federal, confedeiated, federated, allied, associ- 
ated, united 
-opposites split 

► noun he met his confederate in the street associ 
ate, partner, accomplice, helper, assistant, ally, 
collaborator, colleague, Bnt informal oppo, 
Austral /NZ informal offsider 

Confederation ► noun alliance, league, con- 
federacy, federation, association, coalition, con- 
sortium, conglomerate, cooperative, syndicate, 
group, circle, society, union 

confer ►verb ©she conferred a knighthood on 
him ■ bestow on, present to, grant to, award to, 
decorate with, honour with, give to. endow 
with, extend to, vouchsafe to. ©she went to con- 
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fer with her colleagues consult, talk, speak, con- 
verse, have a chat, have a t$te-a-t£te, parley, /n- 
formal have a confab, powwow 
conference ►noun ©an international confer - 
ence congress, meeting, convention, seminar, 
colloquium, symposium, forum, summit Qhe 
gathered them for a conference discussion, con- 
sultation, debate, talk, conversation, dialogue, 
chat, tete-a-tete, parley, informal confab, formal 
confabulation 

confess ►verb Qhe confessed that he had done 
it admit, acknowledge, reveal, disclose, divulge, 
avow, declare, profess, own up, tell all 0 they 
could not make him confess own up, plead guilty, 
accept the blame, tell the truth, tell all, make a 
clean breast of it, informal come clean, spill the 
beans, let the cat out of the bag, get something 
off one’s chest, let on. Bnt informal cough 01 
confess I don't know acknowledge, admit, con- 
cede. grant, allow, own, declare, affirm 
-opposites deny 

Confession ►noun admission, acknowledge- 
ment, profession, revelation, disclosure, divul- 
gence, avowal, guilty plea 
confidant y confidante ► noun close 
friend, bosom friend, best friend, intimate, fa- 
miliar. informal chum, pal, crony, Bnt informal 
mate, oppo, mucker, N Amer informal buddy 
Confide ►verb O he confided his fears to his 
mother reveal, disclose, divulge, lay bare, be- 
tray, impart, declare, intimate, uncover, ex- 
pose. vouchsafe, tell, confess, admit, give away, 
informal blab, spill 0/ need him to confide in 
open one s heart to. unburden oneself to, con- 
fess to. tell all to 

confidence ► noun O' have little confidence in 
these figures trust, belief, faith, credence, con- 
viction Q she’s brimming with confidence self- 
assurance, self-confidence, self-possession, as- 
sertiveness, poise, aplomb, phlegm, courage, 
boldness, mettle, nerve 0the girls exchanged 
confidences secret, confidentiality, intimacy 
-opposites scepticism, doubt 
confident ►adjective Owe are confident that 
business will improve optimistic, hopeful, san- 
guine, sure, certain, positive, convinced, in no 
doubt, satisfied, assured, persuaded 0 a confi- 
dent girl self-assured, assured, selfconfident, 
positive, assertive, self-possessed, self-reliant, 
poised, cool-headed, phlegmatic, level-headed, 
unperturbed, imperturbable, unruffled, at ease, 
informal together 

confidential ►adjtctiva Qa confidential chat 
private, personal, intimate, quiet; secret, sensi- 
tive, classified, restricted, unofficial, unre- 
vealed. undisclosed, unpublished, informal hush- 
hush, mum, formal sub rosa, archaic pnvy 0 a 
confidential friend trusted, trustworthy, trusty, 
faithful, reliable, dependable, close, bosom, in- 
timate 

Confidentially ► adverb privately, in private, 
m confidence, between ourselves/themselves, 
off the record, quietly, secretly, in secret, be- 
hind closed doors, formal sub rosa 
configuration ►noun arrangement, layout, 
geography, design, organization, order, group- 
ing, positioning, disposition, alignment, shape, 
form, appearance, formation, structure, format 
confine ► verb Q they were confined in the house. 
enclose, incarcerate, imprison, intern, im- 


pound, hold captive, trap, shut m/up, keep, 
lock m/up, coop (up), fence in, hedge in, wall 
m/up Qhe confined his remarks to the weather 
restrict, limit 

confined ►adjective cramped, constncted, re- 
stricted, limited, small, narrow, compact, tight, 
poky, uncomfortable, inadequate 
-opposites roomy 

Confinement ►noun Qsohtary confinement im 
prisonment, internment, incarceration, cus- 
tody, captivity, detention, restraint, house ar- 
rest Qthe confinement of an animal caging, en- 
closure. quarantine 0 (dated) she went to hospital 
}or her confinement labour, delivery, birthing, 
birth, childbirth, formal parturition, archaic 
lying-in, childbed 

confines ► plural noun limits, margins, extrem- 
ities, edges, borders, boundaries, fringes, 
marches, periphery, perimeter 
confirm ►verb Q records confirm the latest evi- 
dence corroborate, verify, prove, validate, au- 
thenticate, substantiate, justify, vindicate, sup- 
port. uphold, back up Qhe confirmed that help 
was on the way affirm, reaffirm, assert, assure 
someone, repeat, promise, guarantee 0his ap- 
pointment was confirmed by the I Resident ratify, 
validate, sanction, endorse, formalize, author- 
ize, warrant, accredit, approve, accept 
-opposites contradict, deny 
confirmation ►noun Q independent confirm- 
ation of the deaths corroboration, verification, 
proof, testimony, endorsement, authentication, 
substantiation, evidence 0 confirmation of your 
appointment ratification, approval, authoriza- 
tion, validation, sanction, endorsement, for- 
malization, accieditation, acceptance 
confirmed ► adjective established, long- 
standing, committed, dyed-m-the-wool. through 
and through, staunch, loyal, faithful, devoted, 
dedicated, steadfast, habitual, compulsive, per- 
sistent, unapologetic, unashamed, inveterate, 
chronic, incurable, informal deep-dyed, card- 
carrying 

confiscate ►verb impound, seize, comman- 
deer, requisition, appropriate, expropriate, se- 
que^er, sequestrate, take (away), Law distrain, 
Scottish Law poind 
-opposites return 

confiscation ►noun seizure, requisition, ap- 
propriation, expropriation, sequestration. Law 
distraint, distrainment, Scottish Law pomd 
conflagration ►noun fire, blaze, flames, in- 
ferno, firestorm 

conflict ►noun 0 industrial conflicts, dispute, 
quarrel, squabble, disagreement, dissension, 
clash, discord, friction, stnfe, antagonism, hos- 
tility, disputation, contention, feud, schism 
Qthe Vietnam conflict war, campaign, battle, 
fighting, (armed) confrontation, engagement, 
encounter, struggle, hostilities, warfare, com- 
bat 0 a conflict between his business and domestic 
life clash, incompatibility, incongruity, fric- 
tion; mismatch, variance, difference, diver- 
gence, contradiction, inconsistency. 

-opposites agreement, peace, harmony 
► verb their interests sometimes conflict: clash, be in- 
compatible, vary, be at odds, be in conflict, dif- 
fer, diverge, disagree, contrast, collide, 
conflicting ► adjective contradictory, incom- 
patible, inconsistent, irreconcilable, mcongru- 
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ous, contrary, opposite, opposing, antithetical, 
clashing, discordant, divergent, at odds 

confluence ► noun convergence, meeting, 
junction, conflux, watersmeet 

Conform ► verb O visitors have to conform to our 
rules comply with, abide by, obey, observe, fol- 
low. keep to. stick to, adhere to. uphold, heed, 
accept, go along with, fall m with, respect, 
defer to, satisfy, meet, fulfil ©they refuse to con- 
form follow convention, be conventional, fit 
in, adapt, adjust, follow the crowd, comply, ac- 
quiesce, toe the line, follow the rules, submit, 
yield, informal play it by the book, play by the 
rules ©goods must conform to their description 
match, fit, suit, answer, agiee with, be like, 
correspond to, be consistent with, measure up 
to, tally with, square with 
—opposites flout, rebel 

conformist ► noun conventionalist, trad' 
ltionalist, conservative, sticklei, formalist, die 
hard, reactionary, informal stick-in-the-mud, 
stuffed shirt 

-opposiris eccentric, rebel 

Confound ► verb O the figures confounded ana- 
lysts AMAZfc, astonish, dumbfound, stagger, sur- 
prise, startle, stun, nonplus, throw, shake, dis- 
compose, bewilder, baffle, mystify, bemuse, 
perplex, puzzle, confuse, take aback, shake up, 
catch off balance, informal flabbergast, blow 
someone’s mind, blow away, flummox, faze, 
stump, beat. fox. N Amer informal discombobu- 
late ©he has always confounded expectations con 
tradict, counter, invalidate, negate, go against, 
drive a coach and horses through, quash, ex- 
plode. demolish, shoot down, destroy, dis- 
prove, informal shoot hill of holes 

confront ►verb Q Jones confronted the burglar 
challenge, square up to, face (up to), come 
face to face with, meet, accost, waylay, stand 
up to, biave, beaid, tackle, informal collar, Bnt in- 
formal nobble ©the problems that confront us 
trouble, bother, burden, distress, worry, op- 
press, annoy, strain, stress, tax, torment, 
plague, blight, curse, face, beset ©thev must 
confront their problems tackle, address, face, get 
to grips with, grapple with, take on, attend to, 
see to, deal with, take care of, handle, manage, 
informal get stuck into ©she confronted him with 
the evidence present, face 
-opposites avoid 

confrontation ►noun conflict, clash, fight, 
battle, encounter, head-to-head, face-off, en- 
gagement, skirmish, hostilities, fighting, informal 
set-to, run-in, dust-up, showdown 

confuse ►verb O don't confuse students with too 
much detail bewilder, baffle, mystify, bemuse, 
perplex, puzzle, confound, nonplus, informal 
flummox, faze, stump, fox, N Amer informal dis- 
combobulate ©the authors have confused the 
issue complicate, muddle, jumble, garble, blur, 
obscure, cloud ©some confuse strokes with heart 
attacks mix up, muddle up, confound, mistake 
for 

-opposites enlighten, simplify 

Confused ►adjective ©they are confused about 
what is going on- bewildered, bemused, puzzled, 
perplexed, baffled, mystified, nonplussed, mud- 
dled, dumbfounded, at sea, at a loss, taken 
aback, disoriented, disconcerted, informal flum- 
moxed. bamboozled, clueless, fazed, N Amer in- 


formal discombobulated ©her confused elderly 
mother demented, bewildered, muddled, ad- 
dled, befuddled, disoriented, disorientated, un- 
balanced. unhinged, senile ©a confused recollec- 
tion vague, unclear, indistinct, imprecise, 
blurred, hazy, woolly, shadowy, dim, imper- 
fect, sketchy ©a confused mass of bones disor 
derly, disordered, disorganized, disarranged, 
out of order, untidy, muddled, jumbled, mixed 
up, chaotic, topsy-turvy, informal higgledy- 
piggledy, Bnt informal shambolic 
-opposites lucid, clear, precise, neat 

confusing ► adjective bewildering, baffling, 
unclear, perplexing, puzzling, mystifying, dis- 
concerting, ambiguous, misleading, inconsist- 
ent, contradictory, unaccountable, inexplicable, 
impenetrable, unfathomable, complex, compli- 
cated 

confusion ►noun ©there is confusion about the 
new system uncertainty, incertitude, unsure- 
ness, doubt, ignorance, formal dubiety ©she 
stared in confusion bewilderment, bafflement, 
perplexity, puzzlement, mystification, be- 
fuddlement, shock, daze, wonder, wondei- 
ment, astonishment, informal bamboozlement, N 
Amer informal discombobulation ©her life was m 
utter confusion disorder, disarray, disorganiza- 
tion. untidiness, chaos, mayhem, turmoil, tu- 
mult, disruption, upheaval, uproar, hurly-burly, 
muddle, mess, informal shambles ©a confusion of 
boxes jumble, muddle, mess, heap, tangle, infor- 
mal shambles 

-opposites certainty, order 

Confute ► verb (formal) disprove, contradict, 
controvert, refute, deny, rebut, belie, negate, 
invalidate, explode, discredit, debunk, quash, 
drive a coach and horses through, informal shoot 
full of holes, formal gainsay 
-opposites prove 

congeal ►verb coagulate, clot, thicken, gel, 
inspissate, cake, set, curdle 

congenial ►adjective ©very congenial people 
like-minded, compatible, kindred, well suited, 
companionable, sociable, sympathetic, com- 
radely, convivial, hospitable, genial, person- 
able, agreeable, friendly, pleasant, likeable, 
amiable, nice ©a congenial environment pleas 
ant, pleasing, agreeable, enjoyable, pleasur- 
able, nice, appealing, satisfying, gratifying, de- 
lightful, relaxing, welcoming, hospitable, suit- 
able, well suited, favourable 
-opposites unpleasant 

congenital ►adjective © congenital defects in 
born, inherited, hereditary, innate, inbred, 
constitutional, inbuilt, natural, inherent ©a 
congenital liar inveterate, compulsive, persist- 
ent, chronic, regular, habitual, obsessive, con- 
firmed, incurable, incorrigible, irredeemable, 
hopeless, unashamed, shameless, informal patho- 
logical 

-opposites acquired 

congested ► adjactiva crowded, overcrowded, 
full, overflowing, packed, jammed, thronged, 
teeming, swarming, obstructed, blocked, 
clogged, choked, informal snarled up, gndlocked, 
jam-packed, Bnt informal like Piccadilly Circus 
-opposites clear. 

congestion ►noun crowding, overcrowding, 
obstruction, blockage, traffic jam, bottleneck. 
informal snarl-up, gridlock 
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Conglomerate ► noun Qthe conglomerate was 
broken up corporation, combine, group, con- 
sortium. partnership, firm, company, business, 
multinational ©a conglomerate of disparate 
peoples mixture, mix, combination, amalgam- 
ation, union, mamage. fusion, composite, syn- 
thesis, miscellany, hotchpotch 
* adjective a conglomerate mass aggregate, ag- 
glomerate, amassed, combined 
► verb the debris conglomerated into planets co 
alesce, unite, join, combine, merge, fuse, con- 
solidate, amalgamate, integrate, mingle, inter- 
mingle 

Congratulate ►verb Qshe congratulated him 
on his mamage * send one’s best wishes, wish 
someone good luck, wish someone joy, dnnk 
someone’s health, toast Qthey are to be con - 
gratulated praise, commend, applaud, salute, 
honour, pay tribute to, regard highly, pat on 
the back, take one’s hat off to 
-opposites criticize 

■ congratulate oneself take pride, feel 
proud, flatter oneself, preen oneself, pat one- 
self on the back, feel satisfaction, take pleas- 
ure, glory, bask, delight 

congratulations ►plural noun Qher con- 
gratulations on their wedding good wishes, best 
wishes, compliments, felicitations Qyou all de- 
serve congratulations praise, commendation, ap- 
plause. salutes, honour, acclaim, cheers, bou- 
quets, approval, admiration, compliments, 
kudos, adulation, a pat on the back 
Congregate ►verb assemble, gather, collect, 
come together, convene, rally, rendezvous, 
muster, meet, cluster, group 
-opposites disperse 

Congregation ►noun Qthe chapel congrega- 
tion parishioners, parish, churchgoers, flock, 
faithful, followers, believers, fellowship, com- 
municants, laity, brethren, throng, company, 
assemblage, audience © congregations of birds 
gathering, assembly, flock, swarm, bevy, pack, 
group, body, crowd, mass, multitude, horde, 
host, mob. throng 

Congress ►noun Qa congress of mathemat- 
icians conference, convention, seminar, collo- 
quium, symposium, forum, meeting, assembly, 
gathering, rally, summit. © elections for the new 
Congress ■ legislature, legislative assembly, par- 
liament, convocation, diet, council, senate, 
chamber, house 

congruence ► noun compatibility, consist- 
ency, conformity, match, balance, consonance, 
congruity, agreement, accord, consensus, har- 
mony, unity, formal concord 
-opposites conflict 

conical ► adjective cone-shaped, tapered, 
tapenng, pointed, funnel-shaped, informal 
pointy. Zoology conoid 

conjectural ►adjective speculative, suppos- 
itional, suppositious, theoretical, hypothetical, 
putative, notional, postulated, inferred, pre- 
sumed, assumed, presupposed, tentative 

conjecture ► noun the information is merely con- 
jecture speculation, guesswork, surmise, fancy, 
presumption, assumption, theory, postulation, 
supposition, inference, extrapolation; estimate, 
informal guesstimate, a shot in the dark. 
-opposites fact 

► verb I conjectured that the game was over; guess, 


speculate, surmise, infer, fancy, imagine, be- 
lieve, think, suspect, presume, assume, hy- 
pothesize, suppose 
-opposites know 

conjugal ► adjective marital, matrimonial, 
nuptial, mamage, bridal. Law spousal, poetic/ 
literary connubial 

conjunction ►noun co-occurrence, concur- 
rence. coincidence, coexistence, simultaneity, 
contemporaneity, concomitance, synchromcity, 
synchrony 

conjure ►verb Qhe conjured a cigarette out of 
the air produce, make something appear, ma- 
terialize, magic, summon ©the picture that his 
words conjured up bring to mind, call to nund, 
evoke, summon up, recall, lecreate, echo, al- 
lude to, suggest, awaken 

conjuring ►noun magic, illusion, sleight of 
hand, legerdemain, formal prestidigitation 
conjuror ► noun magician, illusionist, formal 
prestidigitator 

Connect ►verb Qelectiodes were connected to the 
device attach, join, fasten, fix, affix, couple, 
link, secure, hitch, stick, adhere, fuse, pin, 
screw, bolt, clamp, clip, hook (up), add. ap- 
pend Q customs connected with Easter associate, 
link, couple, identify, equate, bracket, relate to 
connection ►noun Qthe connection between 
commerce and art link, relationship, relation, 
interconnection, interdependence, association, 
bond, tie, tie-m, correspondence, parallel, ana- 
logy 0 a poor connection in the plug attach 
ment, joint, fastening, coupling ©he has the 
right connections contact, friend, acquaintance, 
ally, colleague, associate, relation, relative, kin 

■ In connection with regarding, concerning, 
with reference to, with regard to, with respect 
to. respecting, relating to, in relation to, on, 
connected with, on the subject of, m the mat- 
ter of, apropos, re, m re 

connivance ► noun collusion, complicity, 
collaboiation, involvement, assistance, tacit 
consent, conspiracy, intrigue 
connive ►verb ©wardens connived at offences 
deliberately ignore, overlook, disregard, pass 
over, take no notice of, make allowances for, 
turn a blind eye to, wink at, excuse, condone, 
let go, look the other way, let something nde. 
Qthe government connived with security forces 
conspire, collude, collaborate, intrigue, be 
hand in glove, plot, scheme, informal be in ca- 
hoots 

conniving ►adjective scheming, cunning, 
crafty, calculating, devious, wily, sly, tricky, 
artful, guileful, manipulative, Machiavellian, 
disingenuous, deceitful, underhand, treacher- 
ous; informal foxy 

connoisseur ►noun expert, authority, spe- 
cialist, pundit, savant; arbiter of taste, aesthete, 
gourmet, epicure, gastronome, informal buff; N 
Amer informal maven 

connotation ►noun overtone, undertone, 
undercurrent, implication, hidden meaning, 
nuance, hint, echo, vibrations, association, in- 
timation, suggestion, suspicion, insinuation, 
connote ►verb imply, suggest, indicate, sig- 
nify, hint at, give the impression of. smack of. 
be associated with, allude to. 
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conquer ► verb Q the Franks conquered the Visi- 
goths defeat, beat, vanquish, trounce, triumph 
over, be victorious over, get the better of, 
worst, overcome, overwhelm, overpower, over- 
throw, subdue, subjugate, quell, quash, crush, 
rout, informal lick, best, hammer, clobber, 
thrash, paste, demolish, annihilate, wipe the 
floor with, walk all over, make mincemeat of, 
massacre, slaughter; Bnt informal stuff, N Amer in- 
formal cream, shellac, skunk ©Peru was con- 
quered by Spam seize, take (over), appropriate, 
subjugate, capture, occupy, invade, annex, 
overrun 0 the first men to conquer Mount Everest 
climb, ascend, mount, scale, top, crest ©the 
way to conquer fear overcome, get the better of, 
control, master, get a grip on, deal with, cope 
with, surmount, rise above, get over, quell, 
quash, beat, triumph over, informal lick 
-oppositfs lose 

conqueror ► noun vanquisher, conquistador, 
victor, winner, champion, conquering hero 
Conquest ►noun Qthe conquest of the Aztecs 
defeat, vanquishment, annihilation, over- 
throw, subjugation, rout, mastery, crushing, 
victory ovei, triumph over Q their conquest of 
the valley seizure, takeover, capture, occupa- 
tion. invasion, acquisition, appropriation, sub- 
jugation. subjection Qthe conquest of Everest 
ascent Q she's his latest conquest catch, acqui- 
sition, prize, slave, admner, fan, worshipper, 
lover, boyfriend, girlfriend, informal fancy man. 
fancy woman 

-oppositfs victory, surrender 

conscience ► noun sense of right and 
wrong, moral sense, inner voice, morals, 
standards, values, principles, ethics, beliefs, 
compunction, scruples, qualms 

conscience-stricken ► adjective guilt 
ridden, remorseful, ashamed, shamefaced, 
apologetic, sorry, chastened, contrite, guilty, 
regretful, rueful, repentant, penitent, self- 
reproachful. abashed, sheepish, compunctious 
-opposites unrepentant 

conscientious ►adjective diligent, industri- 
ous. punctilious, painstaking, sedulous, assidu- 
ous, dedicated, careful, meticulous, thorough, 
attentive, hard-working, studious, rigorous, 
particular, religious, strict 
-opposites casual 

conscious ►adjective Qthe patient was con- 
scious aware, awake, alert, responsive, sen- 
tient, compos mentis Qhe became conscious of 
people talking aware of. alert to, mindful of, 
sensible of; formal cognizant of, archaic ware of 
Qa conscious effort deliberate, intentional, in- 
tended. purposeful, purposive, knowing, con- 
sidered, calculated, wilful, premeditated, 
planned, volitional, Law, dated prepense 
-opposites unaware 

conscript ►verb they were conscripted into the 
army, call up, enlist, recruit, US draft; histoncal 
press, impress 

► noun an army conscript : compulsorily enlisted 
soldier, recruit, US draftee. 

-opposites volunteer 

consecrate ► verb sanctify, bless, make 
holy, make sacred, dedicate to God, devote, re- 
serve, set apart; anoint, ordain, formal hallow, 
consecutive ►adjective successive, succeed- 
ing, following, in succession, running, in a 


row, one after the other, back-to-back, continu- 
ous, straight, uninterrupted, informal on the trot 

Consensus ►noun Q there was consensus 
among delegates agreement, harmony, concur- 
rence, accord, unity, unanimity, solidarity, for- 
mal concord © the consensus was that they should 
act general opinion, majority opimon, com- 
mon view 

-opposites disagreement 

Consent ► noun the consent of all members 
agreement, assent, acceptance, approval, ap- 
probation, permission, authorization, sanction, 
leave, backing, endorsement, support, informal 
go-ahead, thumbs up, green light, OK 
-opposites dissent 

► verb she consented to surgery agree, assent, yield, 
give m, submit, allow, give permission for, 
sanction, accept, approve, go along with 
-opposites forbid 

consequence ►noun ©u consequence of infla- 
tion result, upshot, outcome, out-turn, effect, 
repercussion, ramification, corollary, concomi- 
tant, aftermath, fruit(s), product, by-product, 
end result, informal pay-off, Medicine sequela 
Qthe post is of no consequence importance, im- 
port, significance, account, substance, note, 
mark, prominence, value, concern, interest, for- 
mal moment 
-opposites cause 

Consequent ►adjective resulting, resultant, 
ensuing, consequential, following, subsequent, 
successive, attendant, accompanying, concomi- 
tant. collateral, associated, related 

consequential ►adjective Qa fire and the 
consequential smoke damage resulting, resultant, 
ensuing, consequent, following, subsequent, at- 
tendant, accompanying, concomitant, collat 
eral, associated, related ©one of his more conse- 
quential initiatives important, significant, major, 
momentous, weighty, material, appreciable, 
memorable, far-reaching, serious 
-opposites insignificant 

consequently ► adverb AS a result, as a con- 
sequence, so, thus, therefore, ergo, accordingly, 
hence, for this/that reason, because of this/ 
that, on this/ that account, inevitably, necessar- 
ily 

conservation ►noun preservation, protec- 
tion, safeguarding, safe keeping, care, guard- 
ianship. husbandry, supervision, upkeep, main- 
tenance, repair, restoration, ecology, environ- 
mentalism 

conservative ►adjective Qthe conservative 
wing of the party right-wing, reactionary, trad- 
itionalist, Bnt Tory, blimpish, US Republican, in- 
formal true blue ©the conservative trade-union 
movement traditionalist, traditional, conven- 
tional, orthodox, old-fashioned, dyed-m-the- 
wool, hidebound, unadventurous, set in one’s 
ways, moderate, middle-of-the-road, informal 
stick m the mud Qa conservative suit • conven 
tional, sober, modest, plain, unobtrusive, re- 
strained, subtle, low-key, demure, informal 
square, straight, ©a conservative estimate low, 
cautious, understated, moderate, reasonable 
-opposites socialist, radical, ostentatious 
► noun liberals and conservatives have found common 
ground, right-winger, reactionary, rightist, die- 
hard, Bnt Tory, blimp, US Republican 
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conservatory ►noun Qa frost-free conserva- 
tory summer house, belvedere, glasshouse, 
greenhouse, hothouse Qa teaching job at the 
conservatory conservatoire, music school, 
drama school 

Conserve ► verb fossil fuel should be conserved 
preserve, protect, save, safeguard, keep, look 
after, sustain, prolong, perpetuate, store, re- 
serve, husband 
-opposites squander 

► noun cherry conserve jam, preserve, jelly, marma- 
lade, confiture 

consider ►verb Q Isabel considered her choices 
think about, contemplate, reflect on, examine, 
review, mull over, ponder, deliberate on, chew 
over, meditate on, ruminate on. assess, evalu- 
ate, weigh up, appraise, informal size up Ql con- 
sider him irresponsible deem, think, believe, 
judge, adjudge, rate, count, find, regard as, 
hold to be, reckon to be, view as, see as ©he 
considered the ceiling look at, contemplate, ob- 
serve, regard, survey, view, scrutinize, scan, 
examine, inspect, informal check out, N Amer in- 
formal eyeball ©the inquiry will consider those 
issues take into consideration, take account of. 
make allowances for, bear in mind, be mindful 
of. remember, mind, mark, respect, heed, note, 
make provision for 
-opposites ignore 

considerable ►adjective Q a considerable 
amount of money sizeable, substantial, appre- 
ciable, significant, goodly, fair, hefty, hand- 
some. decent, worthwhile, ample, plentiful, 
abundant, great, large, generous, informal tidy, 
not to be sneezed at Q considerable success 
much, great, a lot of, lots of, a great deal of. 
plenty of, a fair amount of ©u considerable 
cricketer distinguished, noteworthy, important, 
significant, prominent, eminent, influential, il- 
lustrious. renowned, celebrated, acclaimed 
-opposites paltiy, minor 

Considerably ► adverb greatly, (very) much, 
a great deal, a lot, lots, significantly, substan- 
tially. appreciably, markedly, noticeably, informal * 
plenty, seriously 

considerate ►adjective attentive, thought- 
ful. solicitous, mindful, heedful, obliging, ac- 
commodating, helpful, cooperative, patient, 
kind, unselfish, compassionate, sympathetic, 
caring, charitable, altruistic, generous, polite, 
sensitive, tactful 

consideration ► noun Qyour case needs care- 
ful consideration thought, deliberation, reflec- 
tion, contemplation, rumination, meditation, 
examination, inspection, scrutiny, analysis, dis- 
cussion, attention, regard, formal cogitation 
©his health is the prime consideration factor, 
issue, matter, concern, detail, aspect, feature 
© firms should show more consideration attentive- 
ness, concern, care, thoughtfulness, solicitude, 
kindness, understanding, respect, sensitivity, 
tact, discretion; compassion, chanty, benevo- 
lence ©1 might do it, for a consideration pay 
ment, fee, premium, remuneration, compen- 
sation; commission, percentage, dividend, infor- 
mal cut, slice, piece of the action, formal emolu- 
ment. 

-opposites disregard. 

■ take something into consideration con 

sider, give thought to, take into account, allow 


for, provide for, plan for, make provision for, 
accommodate, bargain for, reckon with, fore- 
see, anticipate 

considering ► preposition considering his sue he 
was speedy bearing in mind, taking into consid- 
eration, taking into account, keeping in mind, 
m view of, in the light of 
► adverb ( informal ) he’d been lucky, considering all 
things considered, all in all, on the whole, at 
the end of the day, when all’s said and done 

consign ►verb ©he was consigned to prison 
send, deliver, hand over, turn over, sentence, 
confine in. imprison in, incarcerate m, lock up 
in, informal put away, put behind bars, Bnt infor- 
mal bang up © the picture was consigned for sale 
assign, allocate, place, put, remit, hand down 
O the package was consigned by a local company 
send (off), dispatch, transmit, convey, post, 
mail, ship ©/ consigned her picture to the bin de 
posit, commit, banish, relegate 

Consignment ►noun delivery, shipment, 
load, boatload, lorryload, truckload, cargo, 
batch, goods 

Consist ►verb Qthe exhibition consists of ISO 
drawings be composed, be made up, be formed, 
comprise, contain, include, incorpoiate ©style 
consists m the choices that writers make be inher 
ent, lie, reside, be present, be contained, be ex- 
pressed by 

consistency ► noun ©the trend shows a degree 
of consistency uniformity, constancy, regularity, 
evenness, steadiness, stability, equilibrium, de- 
pendability. reliability © cream of pouring con- 
sistency thickness, density, viscosity, heaviness, 
texture, firmness, solidity 

consistent ►adjective ©consistent opinion-poll 
evidence constant, regular, uniform, steady, 
stable, even, unchanging, undeviating, unfluc- 
tuating, dependable, reliable, predictable ©her 
injuries were consistent with a knife attack compat 
ible, congruous, consonant, in tune, in line, 
reconcilable, corresponding to, conforming to 
-opposites irregular, incompatible 

consolation ►noun comfort, solace, sym- 
pathy, compassion, pity, commiseration, relief, 
help, (moral) support, encouragement, reassur- 
ance 

console 1 ►verb she tried to console him com 
fort, solace, condole with, sympathize with, 
commiserate with, show compassion for, help, 
support, cheer (up), hearten, encourage, re- 
assure, soothe 
-opposites upset 

console 2 ► noun a digital console control 
panel, instrument panel, dashboard, keyboard, 
keypad, informal dash 

consolidate ►verb ©we consolidated our pos- 
ition in the market: strengthen, secure, stabilize, 
reinforce, fortify, enhance, improve Q consoli- 
date the results into an action plan, combine, unite, 
merge, integrate, amalgamate, fuse, synthesize, 
bring together, unify 

consonance ► noun agreement, accord, har- 
mony. unison, compatibility, congruity, con- 
gruence; formal concord. 
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consonant 

■ consonant with in agreement with, consist- 
ent with, in accordance with, in harmony with, 
compatible with, congruous with, in tune with 

consort ► noun the queen and her consort part 
ner, companion, mate, spouse, husband, wife 
► verb he consorted with other women associate, 
keep company, mix, go around, spend time, so- 
cialize, fraternize, have dealings, informal run 
around, hang around/round, hang out, be 
thick, Brit informal hang about 

conspicuous * adjective easily seen, dear, 
visible, noticeable, discernible, perceptible, de- 
tectable. obvious, manifest, evident, apparent, 
marked, pronounced, prominent, patent, crys- 
tal clear, striking, eye-catching, overt, blatant, 
writ large, distinct, recognizable, unmistakable, 
inescapable, informal as plain as the nose on 
one’s face, standing out like a sore thumb, 
standing out a mile 

conspiracy ► noun Q a conspiracy to manipu- 
late the race results plot, scheme, plan, machin- 
ation. ploy. tnck. ruse, subterfuge, informal 
racket ©conspiracy to murder plotting, collu- 
sion, intrigue, connivance, machination, collab- 
oration, treason 

conspirator ► noun plotter, schemer, intri- 
guer, colluder, collaborator, conniver, machin- 
ator 

conspire ►verb ©thev admitted conspiring to 
steal cars plot, scheme, plan, intrigue, machin- 
ate, collude, connive, collaborate, work hand 
in glove, informal be in cahoots 0 circumstances 
conspired against them act together, work to- 
gether. combine, unite, join forces, informal gang 
up 

constancy ►noun Q constancy between lovers 
fidelity, faithfulness, loyalty, commitment, 
dedication, devotion, dependability, reliability, 
trustworthiness ©the constancy of Henry’s views 
steadfastness, resolution, resolve, firmness, 
fixedness, determination, perseverance, ten- 
acity, doggedness, staunchness, staying power, 
obstinacy ©a constancy of human motive con 
sistency, permanence, persistence, dui ability, 
endurance, uniformity, immutability, regular- 
ity, stability, steadiness 

Constant ►adjective Qthe constant backgrcmnd 
noise continual, continuous, persistent, sus- 
tained, round-the-clock, ceaseless, unceasing, 
perpetual, incessant, never-ending, eternal, 
endless, unabating, non-stop, unrelieved, inter- 
minable, unremitting, relentless ©a constant 
speed consistent, regular, steady, uniform, 
even, invariable, unvarying, unchanging, un 
deviating, unfluctuating ©a constant Jhcmi 
faithful, loyal, devoted, true. fast, firm, un- 
swerving, steadfast, staunch, dependable, trust- 
worthy, trusty, reliable, dedicated, committed 
O constant vigilance steadfast, steady, resolute, 
determined, tenacious, dogged, unwavering, 
unflagging 

-opposites fitful, vanable. fickle 
► noun dread of cancer has been a constant unchan- 
ging factor, given 

constantly ► adverb always, all the time, 
continually, continuously, persistently, round- 
the-clock, night and day, (morning, noon, and 
night}; endlessly, non-stop, incessantly, unceas- 
ingly. perpetually, eternally, forever; intermin- 


ably, unremittingly, relentlessly, Scottish aye; in- 
formal 24-7 

-opposites occasionally 

constellation ► noun. See list 

Constomation ►noun dismay, perturbation, 
distress, disquiet, discomposure, surprise, 
amazement, astonishment, alarm, panic, fear, 
fhght, shock 
-opposites satisfaction 

constituent ► adjective constituent parts com 
ponent, integral, elemental, basic, essential, in- 
herent 

► noun O MPs must listen to their constituents 
voter, elector, member of a constituency 
© the constituents of tobacco component, ingredi- 
ent. element, part, piece, bit, unit, section, por- 
tion 

Constitute ►verb Q farmers constituted 10 per 
cent of the population amount to, add up to, ac- 
count for. form, make up, compose, comprise 
©this constitutes a breach of copyright be equiva 
lent to, be, embody, be tantamount to. be re- 
garded as ©the courts were constituted in 1875 
inaugurate, establish, initiate, found, create, 
set up, start, form, organize, develop, commis- 
sion, charter, invest, appoint, install, empower 

Constitution ► noun Q the constitution guaran- 
tees our rights charter, social code, law. bill of 
nghts, rules, regulations, fundamental prin- 
ciples ©the chemical constitution of the dye com 
position, make-up, structure, construction, ar- 
rangement. configuration, formation, anatomy, 
informal set-up ©she has the constitution of an ox 
health, physique, physical condition, shape, 
fettle 

constitutional ►adjective O constitutional 
powers legal, lawful, legitimate, authonzed, 
permitted, sanctioned, ratified, warranted, con- 
stituted, statutory, chartered, vested, official, 
by law ©a constitutional weakness inherent, in- 
trinsic. innate, fundamental, essential, organic, 
congenital, inborn, inbred 

► noun ( dated) she went out for a constitutional See 
walk noun sense 1 

constrain ►verb Q he felt constrained to explain 
compel, force, drive, impel, oblige, coerce, pre- 
vail on, require, press, push, pressure, pressur- 
ize ©prices were constrained by state controls re 
strict, limit, curb, check, restrain, contain, 
straitjacket, rein in. hold back, keep down 

COnstrainod ► adjective hts constrained manner 
unnatural, awkward, self-conscious, forced, 
stilted, strained, restrained, reserved, ret. cent, 
guarded 

-opposites relaxed 

Constraint ► noun Q financial constraints re 
striction, limitation, curb, check, restraint, 
control, damper, rein, stiaitjacket, hindrance, 
impediment, obstruction, handicap © they were 
able to talk without constraint inhibition, uneasi- 
ness, embarrassment, restraint, reticence, 
guardedness, formality, self-consciousness, 
forcedness, awkwardness, stiltedness 

constrict ► verb O fat constricts the blood vessels 
narrow, make narrower, tighten, compiess, 
contract, squeeze, strangle, strangulate; archaic 
straiten ©/ear of crime constricts many people’s 
lives restrict, impede, limit, inhibit, obstruct, 
interfere with, hinder, hamper 
-opposites expand, dilate 
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Constellations 


ASTRONOMICAL 

COMMON NAMe 

ASTRONOMICAL 

COMMON NAME 

NAME 


NAME 


Andromeda 

— 

Leo 

Uon 

Antiia 

Air Pump 

Leo Minor 

Little Uon 

Apus 

Bird of Paradise 

Lepus 

Hare 

Aquarius 

Water Carrier/Bearer 

Libra 

Scales or Balance 

Aquiia 

Eagle 

Lupus 

Wolf 

Ara 

Altar 

Lynx 

— 

Aries 

Ram 

Lyra 

Lyre 

Auriga 

Charioteer 

Mensa 

Table 

Bodtes 

Herdsman 

Microsc opium 

Microscope 

Caelum 

Chisel 

Monoceros 

Unicom 

Camelopardalis 

Giraffe 

Musca 

Fly 

Cancer 

Crab 

Norma 

Rule 

Canes Venatid 

Hunting Dogs 

Octans 

Octant 

Cams Major 

Great Dog 

Ophiuchus 

Serpent Bearer 

Canis Minor 

Little Dog 

Orion 

Hunter 

Capricomus 

Goat 

Pavo 

Peacock 

Carina 

Keel 

Pegasus 

— 

Cassiopeia 

— 

Perseus 

— 

Centaurus 

Centaur 

Phoenix 

— 

Cepheus 

— 

Pictor 

Easel or Painter 

Cetus 

Whale 

Pisces 

Fishes 

Chamaeleon 

Chameleon 

Piscis Austrinus 

Southern Fish 

Clrdnus 

Compasses 

Puppis 

Poop or Stern 

Columba 

Dove 

Pyxis 

Compass Box 

Coma Berenices 

Berenice's Hair 


or Mariner's Compass 

Corona Australis 

Southern Crown 

Reticulum 

Net 

Corona Borealis 

Northern Crown 

Sagltta 

Arrow 

Corvus 

Crow or Raven 

Sagittarius 

Archer 

Crater 

Cup 

Scorpius 

Scorpion 

Crux (Australis) 

(Southern) Cross 

Sculptor 

— 

Cygnus 

Swan 

Scutum 

Shield 

Delphlnus 

Dolphin 

Serpens 

Serpent 

Dorado 

Goldfish 

Sextans 

Sextant 

Draco 

Dragon 

Taurus 

Bull 

Equuleus 

Foal or Little Horse 

Telescopium 

Telescope 

Eridanus 

River 

Triangulum 

Triangle 

Fornax 

Furnace 

Triangulum Australe 

Southern Triangle 

Gemini 

Twins 

Tucana 

Toucan 

Grus 

Crane 

Ursa Major 

Great Bear or Plough 

Hercules 

— 


or(N. Amer.) Big Dipper 

Horologium 

Clock 

Ursa Minor 

Uttle Bear 

Hydra 

Water Snake or Sea 

Vela 

Sails 


Monster 

Virgo 

Virgin 

Hydros 

Water Snake 

Volans 

Flying Fish 

Indus 

Indian 

Vulpecula 

Fox 

Lacerta 

Lizard 




constriction ► noun tightness, pressure, 
compression, contraction; obstruction, block- 
age, impediment; Medicine stricture, stenosis 

construct ► verb Qa new motorway was being 
constructed build, erect, put up, set up, raise, 
establish, assemble, manufacture, fabricate, 
create, make ©he constructed a faultless argu- 
ment formulate, form, put together, create, 
devise, design, compose, work out, fashion, 
mould, shape, frame 
-opposites demolish 

construction ► noun Qthe construction of a 
new airport • building, erection, putting up, set- 
ting up, establishment; assembly, manufacture, 
fabncation, creation ©the station was a spec- 
tacular construction • structure, building, pile, 
formal edifice, ©you could put an honest construc- 
tion on their conduct, interpretation, reading, 


meaning, explanation, explication, construal, 
informal take 

constructive ► adjective useful, helpful, pro- 
ductive, positive, encouraging, practical, valu- 
able, profitable, worthwhile 

construe ► verb interpret, understand, read, 
see, take, take to mean, regard 

consul ► noun ambassador, diplomat, charge 
d’affaires, attach^, envoy, emissary, plenipoten- 
tiary, archaic legate 

consult ► verb ©you need to consult a solicitor 
seek advice from, ask, take counsel from, call 
on/upon, speak to, turn to, have recourse to, in- 
formal pick someone’s brains, ©the government 
must consult with interested parties, confer, have 
discussions, talk things over, exchange views, 
communicate, parley, deliberate; informal put 


169 


consultant j contemptuous 


their heads together ©she consulted her diary 
refer to, turn to, look at 

consultant ► noun ©an engineering consultant 
adviser, expert, specialist, authority, pundit 
Qa consultant at Guv's hospital senior doctor, 
specialist 

Consultation ► noun ©the need for further 
consultation with industry discussion, dialogue, 
discourse, debate, negotiation, deliberation 
Qa JO-minute consultation meeting, talk, discus- 
sion. interview, audience, hearing, appoint- 
ment, session, formal confabulation, colloquy 

Consume ► verb ©vast amounts of food and 
drink were consumed eat, devour, ingest, swal- 
low, gobble up, wolf down, guzzle, feast on, 
snack on, drink, gulp down, imbibe, sup, mfor- 
mal tuck into, put away, polish off, dispose of, 
pig oneself on, down, neck, sink, swill, Bnt mfor- 
mal scoff, gollop, shift, N Amer informal scarf 
(down/up), snarf (down/up) © natural resources 
are being consumed at an alarming rate use (up), 
utilize, expend, deplete, exhaust, waste, squan- 
der drain, dissipate, fritter away ©the fire con- 
sumed fifty houses destroy, demolish, lay waste, 
wipe out. annihilate, devastate, gut, min, 
wreck O Carolyn was consumed with guilt eat up, 
devour, obsess, grip, overwhelm, absorb, pre- 
occupy 

Consumer ► noun purchaser, buyer, custom- 
er, shoppei, user, end-user, client, (th© con- 
sumer or consumers) the public, the market 

consuming * adjective absorbing, compel- 
ling, compulsive, besetting, obsessive, ovei- 
whelming, intense, aident. strong, powerful, 
burning. laging. fervid, piofound, deep-seated 

Consummate ►verb the deal was finally con 
summated complete, conclude, finish, accom- 
plish. achieve, execute, cany out. perform, infor- 
mal sew up, wrap up, formal effectuate 

► adjective his consummate skill | a consummate polit- 
ician supreme, superb, superlative, supenoi, 
accomplished, expert, proficient, skilful, 
skilled, masterly, master, first-clas^, talented, 
gifted, polished, practised, perfect, ultimate, 
complete, total, utter, absolute, puie 

Consumption ► noun © food unfit Jot human 
consumption eating, drinking, ingestion ©the 
consumption of fossil fuels use, using up, utiliza- 
tion, expending, depletion, waste, squandenng, 
dissipation 

contact ►noun ©a disease transmitted through 
direct contact with rats touch, touching, proxim- 
ity, exposure Qforeign diplomats were asked to 
avoid all contact with him communication, corres- 
pondence, touch, association, connection, in- 
tercourse, relations, dealings, archaic tiaffic 
©he had many contacts in Germany connection, 
acquaintance, associate, friend 

► verb anyone with information should contact the po- 
lice get in touch with, communicate with, 
make contact with, approach, notify, tele- 
phone, phone, call, ring up, speak to, talk to, 
write to. informal get hold of 

contagion ►noun (dated) disease, infection, 
illness, plague, blight, informal bug, virus, archaic 
pestilence 

contagious ► adjective infectious, communic- 
able, transmittable, transmissible, spreadable; 
informal catching, dated infective 


contain ►verb Qthe archive contains much un- 
published material include, comprise, take in, 
incorporate, involve, encompass, embrace, con- 
sist of, be made up of. be composed of Qthe 
boat contained four people hold, carry, accommo- 
date, seat Qhe must contain his anger restrain, 
curb, rein in, suppress, repress, stifle, subdue, 
quell, swallow, bottle up, hold in, keep in 
check, control, master 

container ►noun receptacle, vessel, holder, 
repository 

contaminate ►verb pollute, adulterate, de- 
file, debase, corrupt, taint, infect, foul, spoil, 
soil, stain, sully, poison, poetic /literary befoul 
-opposites punfy 

Contemplate ►verb Qshe contemplated her 
image in the mirror look at, view, regard, exam- 
ine, inspect, observe, survey, study, scrutinize, 
scan, stare at, gaze at. eye Qhe contemplated hts 
Jate think about, ponder, reflect on, consider, 
mull over, muse on, dwell on. deliberate over, 
meditate on, ruminate on, chew over, brood 
on/about, turn over in one’s mind, formal cogi- 
tate Qhe was contemplating action for damages 
consider, think about, have in mind, intend, 
plan, propose, envisage, foresee 

Contemplation ► noun © the umtemplation of 
beautiful objects viewing, examination, inspec- 
tion, observation, survey, study, scrutiny ©the 
monks sat in quiet contemplation thought, reflec- 
tion, meditation, consideration, rumination, 
deliberation, revei le, introspection, brown 
study, formal cogitation, celebration 

Contemplative ►adjective thoughtful, pen- 
sive. reflective, meditative, musing, ruminative, 
introspective, brooding, deep/lost in thought, 
in a brown study 

Contemporary ►adjective Qccmtemporarv 
sources of the time, of the day, contemporan- 
eous, concurrent, coeval, coexisting, coexistent 
© contemporary society modern, present-day, 
present, current, present-time Qa very contem- 
porary design modern, up to date, up to the mi- 
nute. fashionable, modish, latest, recent, infor- 
mal trendy, with it 

-opposites old-fashioned, out of date 
► noun Chaucer’s contemporaries peer, fellow, formal 
compeer 

contempt ►noun ©she regarded him with con- 
tempt scorn, disdain, disrespect, scomfulness, 
contemptuousness, derision, disgust, loathing, 
hatred, abhorrence, archaic despite Qhe is guilty 
of contempt of court disrespect, disregard, 
slighting 

—opposite^ respect 

contemptible ►adjective despicable, detest- 
able, hateful, reprehensible, deplorable, un- 
speakable, disgraceful, shameful, ignominious, 
abject, low, mean, cowardly, unworthy, dis- 
creditable, petty, worthless, shabby, cheap, be- 
yond contempt, beyond the pale, sordid, archaic 
scurvy 

-oppositfs admirable 

contemptuous ► adjective scornful, dis- 
dainful, disrespectful, insulting, insolent, deri- 
sive, mocking, sneenng, scoffing, withering, 
scathing, snide, condescending, supercilious, 
proud, haughty, superior, arrogant, dismissive, 
aloof, informal high and mighty, snotty, sniffy, ar- 
chaic contumelious 
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-opposites respectful 

Contend ► varb Qthe pilot had to contend with 
torrential rain cope with, face, grapple with, 
deal with, take on, pit oneself against Q three 
main groups were contending for power compete, 
vie, contest, fight, battle, tussle, go head to 
head, strive, struggle ©he contends that the 
judge was uremg assert, maintain, hold, claim, 
argue, insist, state, declare, profess, affirm, al- 
lege, formal aver 

content 1 ► adjective she seemed content with life 
contented, satisfied, pleased, gratified, fill- 
filled, happy, cheerful, glad, unwomed, un- 
troubled. at ease, at peace, tranquil, serene 
-opposites discontented, dissatisfied 

► verb her reply seemed to content him satisfy, 
please, soothe, pacify, placate, appease, mollify 

► noun a time of content See contentment 
content 2 ► noun Q foods with a high Jibre con- 
tent amount, proportion, quantity ©(con- 
tents) the contents of a vegetarian sausage con 
stituents, ingredients, components, elements 
©(contents) the book’s list of contents chapters. 
sections, divisions Qthe content of the essay 
subject matter, subject, theme, argument, 
thesis, message, thrust, substance, matter, ma- 
terial. text, ideas 

contented ► adjective a contented man See con 
tent' adjective 

contention ►noun Qa point of contention dis 
agreement, dispute, disputation, argument, 
discord, conflict, friction, strife, dissension, dis- 
harmony ©the Marxist contention that capitalism 
equals exploitation argument, claim, plea, sub- 
mission, allegation, assertion, declaration, 
opinion, stand, position, view, belief, thesis, 
case 

-opposites agreement 

■ In contention in competition, competing, 
contesting, contending, vying, striving, strug- 
gling 

contentious ►adjective ©4 contentious issue 
controversial, disputable, debatable, disputed, 
open to debate, moot, vexed ©a contentious de' 
bate heated, vehement, fierce, violent, intense, 
impassioned 0 contentious people See quarrel 
some 

contentment ►noun contentedness, con- 
tent, satisfaction, gratification, fulfilment, hap- 
piness, pleasure, cheerfulness, ease, comfort, 
well-being, peace, equanimity, serenity, tran- 
quillity 

contest ► noun Qa boxing contest competition, 
match, tournament, game, meet, event, tnal, 
bout, heat, fixture, tie, race ©the contest for the 
party leadership fight, battle, tussle, struggle, 
competition, race 

► verb ©he intended to contest the seat compete 
for, contend for, vie for, fight for, try to win, 
go for, throw one’s hat in the ring, ©we con- 
tested the decision oppose, object to, challenge, 
take a stand against, take issue with, question, 
call into question ©the issues have been hotly 
contested: debate, argue about, dispute, quarrel 
over 

contestant ►noun competitor, participant, 
player, contender, candidate, aspirant, entrant, 
rival, opponent, adversary, antagonist 
context ►noun ©the wider historical context 
circumstances, conditions, factors, state of af- 


fairs, situation, background, scene, setting ©a 
quote taken out of context frame of reference, 
contextual relationship, text, subject, theme, 
topic 

contiguous ►adjective adjacent, neighbour- 
ing. adjoining, bordering, next-door, abutting, 
connecting, touching, m contact, proximate 
continent 1 ►noun land mass, mainland See 
list 

Continents 

Africa Europe 

Antarctica North America 

Asia South America 

Australia 

continent 2 ►adjective self-restrained, self- 
disciplined, abstemious, abstinent, self-denying, 
ascetic, chaste, celibate, monkish, monastic, 
virginal 

contingency ►noun eventuality, (chance) 
event, incident, happening, occurrence, junc- 
ture, possibility, fortuity, accident, chance, 
emergency 

Contingent ►adjective Qthe merger is contin- 
gent on government approval dependent on, con- 
ditional on. subject to, determined by, hinging 
on, resting on © contingent events chance, acci- 
dental, fortuitous, possible, unforeseeable, un- 
predictable, random, haphazard 
► noun ©u contingent of Japanese businessmen 
group, party, body, band, company, cohort, 
deputation, delegation, informal bunch, gang 
©a contingent of marines detachment, unit, 
group 

Continual ►adjective ©a service disrupted by 
continual breakdowns frequent, repeated, con- 
stant, recurrent, recurring, regular ©she was in 
continual pain constant, continuous, unending, 
never-ending, unremitting, unabating, relent- 
less, unrelenting, unrelieved, chronic, uninter- 
rupted, unbroken, round-the-clock 
-opposites occasional, temporary 
continuance ► noun. See continuation 
continuation ►noun carrying on, continu- 
ance, extension, prolongation, protraction, per- 
petuation 
-opposites end 

Continue ►verb Qhe was unable to continue 
with his job carry on, proceed, pursue, go on, 
keep on, persist, press on, persevere, keep at, 
informal stick at, soldier on 0 discussions con- 
tinued throughout the year go on, carry on. last, 
extend, be prolonged, run on, drag on ©we 
are keen to continue this relationship maintain, 
keep up, sustain, keep going, keep alive, pre- 
serve ©his willingness to continue in office re 
main, stay, carry on, keep going ©we continued 
our conversation after supper resume, pick up, 
take up, carry on with, return to, recommence 
-opposites stop, break off 
continuing ►adjactlva ongoing, continuous, 
sustained, persistent, steady, relentless, un- 
interrupted, unabatmg, unremitting, unre- 
lieved, unceasing. 

-opposites sporadic. 

continuity ►noun continuousness, uninter- 
ruptedness, flow, progression 
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Continuous ► adjective continual, uninter- 
rupted, unbroken, constant, ceaseless, mces- 
sant, steady, sustained, solid, continuing, on- 
going, unceasing, without a break, non-stop, 
round-the-clock, persistent, unremitting, re- 
lentless, unrelenting, unabating, umelieved, 
without respite, endless, unending, never- 
ending, perpetual, everlasting, eternal, inter- 
minable, consecutive, running, N Amer without 
surcease 

-opposites intermittent 

contort ►verb twist, bend out ol shape, dis- 
tort, misshape, warp, buckle, deform 

contour ►noun outline, shape, form, lines, 
curves, figure, silhouette, profile 

Contraband ►noun contraband was suspected 
smuggling, illegal traffic, black marketeeung, 
bootlegging, the black market 

► adjective contraband goods smuggled, black- 
maiket, bootleg, undei the counter, illegal, il- 
licit, unlawful, prohibited, banned, proscribed, 
forbidden, informal hot 

contraceptive ► noun See list 

contract ► noun a legally binding contract 
agreement, commitment, arrangement, settle- 
ment. undei standing, compact, covenant, 
bond, deal, baigain. Law indenture 

► verb Qthe market for such goods began to contract 
shrink, get smaller, decrease, diminish, reduce, 
dwindle, decline Qher stomach muscles contract' 
ed tighten, tense, flex, constuct. diaw in. nai 
row ©she contracted her brow wrinkle, knit, 
ci ease, puise, pucker Qhis name was soon con 
traded to ‘Jack’ shorten, abbreviate, cut, re- 
duce. elide ©the company contracted to rebuild 
the stadium undertake, pledge, piomise. coven- 
ant. commit oneself, engage, agree, entei ail 
agreement, make a deal ©she contracted Ger- 
man measles develop, catch, get. pick up. come 
down with, be struck down by, be stricken 
with, succumb to, Bnt go down with ©he con- 
tracted a debt of U,300 incur, run up 
-opposites expand, relax, lengthen 

■ contract something out subcontract, out 
source, farm out 

contraction ► noun Q the contraction of the in- 
dustry shrinking, shrinkage, decline, decrease, 
diminution, dwindling ©the contraction of 
muscles tightening, tensing, flexing ©mv con- 
tractions started at midnight labour pains, la- 
bour, cramps, poetic /literary travail Q ‘goodbye’ is 
a contraction of ' God be with you' abbreviation, 
short form, shortened form, elision, diminu- 
tive 

contradict ► verb O he contradicted the govern- 
ment’s account of the affair deny, refute, rebut, 
dispute, challenge, counter, controvert, formal 
gainsay © nobody dared to contradict him argue 
against, go against, challenge, oppose, formal 
gainsay e this research contradicts previous com- 
puter models conflict with, be at odds with, be 
at variance with, be inconsistent with, run 
counter to, disagree with 
-opposites confirm, agree with 

contradiction ►noun ©the contradiction be- 
tween his faith and his lifestyle conflict, clash, 
disagreement, opposition, inconsistency, mis- 
match, vanance Qa contradiction of his state- 
ment denial, refutation, rebuttal, countenng, 
counterstatement 


-opposites confirmation, agreement 

contradictory ► adjective opposed, in oppos- 
ition, opposite, antithetical, contrary, contrast- 
ing, conflicting, at vanance. at odds, opposing, 
clashing, divergent, discrepant, different, in- 
consistent, incompatible, irreconcilable 

contraption ► noun device, gadget, appar 
atus. machine, appliance, mechanism, inven- 
tion, contnvance, informal gizmo, widget, Bnt in- 
formal gubbins, Austral informal bifzer 

Contrary ►adjective O contrary views opposite, 
opposing, opposed, contradictory, clashing, 
conflicting, antithetical, incompatible, irrecon- 
cilable Qshe was sulky and contrary perverse, 
awkward, difficult, uncooperative, unhelpful, 
obstructive, disobliging, recalcitrant, wilful, 
self-willed, stubborn, obstinate, mulish, pig- 
headed, intractable, informal cussed, Bnt informal 
bloody-minded, bolshie, stroppy, N Amer informal 
balky, formal refractory, archaic froward 
-oppositfs compatible, accommodating 

► noun in Juct, the contrary is true opposite, re- 
verse, converse, antithesis 

■ contrary to in conflict with, against, at vari- 
ance with, at odds with, in opposition to. coun- 
tei to, incompatible with 
contrast ► noun Q the ccmtrast between rural 
and urban trends difference, dissimilarity, dis- 
parity, distinction, contradistinction, diver- 
gence, variance, variation, differentiation, con- 
tradiction, incongruity, opposition polarity, for- 
mal dissimilitude ©Jane was a complete contrast 
to Sarah opposite, antithesis, foil, complement 
-oppositfs similarity 

► verb ©a view which contrasts with his earlier opin- 
ion differ from, be at vanance with, be con- 
trary to. conflict with, go against, be at odds 
with, be in opposition to. disagree with, clash 
with © people contrasted her with her sister com 
pare, set side by side, juxtapose, measure 
against, distinguish from, differentiate from 
-opposites resemble, liken 

contravene ► verb ©he contravened the Official 
Secrets Act break, breach, violate, infringe, 
defy, disobey, flout © the prosecution contravened 
the rights of the mdmdual conflict with, be in 
conflict with, be at odds with, be at vanance 
with, run countei to 
-opposites comply with 

contravention ►noun breach, violation, in- 
fringement, neglect, dereliction 

contretemps ► noun argument, quarrel, 
squabble, disagreement, difference of opinion, 
dispute, informal tiff, set-to, run-in, spat, Bnt infor- 
mal row, barney, Scottish informal rammy 

contribute ►verb ©the government contributed 
a million pounds give, donate, put up, subscribe, 
hand out, grant, bestow, present, provide, sup- 
ply, furnish, informal chip in, pitch in, fork out, 
shell out, cough up, Bnt informal stump up; N 
Amer informal kick in, ante up, pony up ©an 
article contributed by Dr Clouson supply, provide, 
submit © numerous factors contribute to job satis- 
faction play a part in, be instrumental in, be a 
factor in, have a hand in, be conducive to, 
make for, lead to, cause; formal conduce to 

contribution ►noun © voluntary financial con- 
tributions donation, gift, offering, present, 
handout, grant, subsidy, allowance, endow- 
ment, subscnption, formal benefaction, histoncal 
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alms 0 contributions from local authors article. 
piece, story, item, chapter, paper, essay 
Contributor ► noun o the magazine’s regular 
contributors writer, columnist, correspondent 
Qcampatgn contributors donor, benefactor, sub- 
scriber, supporter, backer, subsidizer, patron, 
sponsor 

contrite ►adjective remorseful, repentant, 
penitent, regretful, sorry, apologetic, rueful, 
sheepish, hangdog, ashamed, chastened, 
shamefaced, conscience-stncken, guilt-ndden, 
in sackcloth and ashes 

Contrition ►noun remorse, remorsefulness, 
repentance, penitence, sorrow, sorrowfulness, 
regret, ruefulness, pangs of conscience, shame, 
guilt, compunction, archaic me 
contrivance ►noun ©a mechanical contriv- 
ance device, gadget, machine, appliance, con- 
traption. apparatus, mechanism, implement, 
tool, invention, informal gizmo, widget, Austral in- 
formal bitzer 0 her matchmaking contrivances 
scheme, stratagem, tactic, manoeuvre, move, 
plan. ploy, gambit, wile, trick, ruse, plot, ma- 
chination 

contrive ►verb bring about, engineer, manu- 
facture. orchestrate, stage-manage, create, de- 
vise, concoct, construct, plan, fabricate, plot, 
hatch, informal wangle, set up 

contrived ►adjective forced, strained, stud- 
ied, artificial, affected, put-on, pretended, false, 
feigned, manufactured, unnatural, laboured, 
overdone, elaboiate 
-opposites natural 

control ► noun O China retained control over the 
region jurisdiction, sway, power, authority, 
command, dominance, government, mastery, 
leadership, rule, sovereignty, supremacy, as- 
cendancy. charge, management, direction, 
supervision, superintendence 0 strict import 
controls restraint, constraint, limitation, re- 
striction, check, curb, brake, rein, regulation 
©her control deserted her self-control, self- 
restraint, self-possession, composure, calmness, 
informal cool © easy-to-use controls switch, knot, 
button, dial, handle, lever Q mission control 
headquarters, HQ, base, centre of operations, 
command post 

► verb O one family had controlled the company since 
its formation be in charge of, run, manage, dir- 
ect, administer, head, preside over, supervise, 
superintend, steer, command, rule, govern, 
lead, dominate, hold sway over, be at the 
helm, informal head up, be in the driving seat, 
run the show ©she struggled to control her tem- 
per restrain, keep in check, curb, check, con- 
tain, hold back, bndle, rein in, suppress, re- 
press, master 0 public spending was controlled * 
limit, restrict, curb, cap, constrain, informal put 
the brakes on 

controversial ►adjective contentious, dis- 
puted. at issue, moot, disputable, debatable, ar- 
guable, vexed, tendentious 
controversy ►noun disagreement, dispute, 
argument, debate, dissension, contention, dis- 
putation, altercation, wrangle, wrangling, quar- 
rel, quarrelling, war of words, storm, cause c£- 
l£bre; Brit informal row. 

contusion ► noun bruise, discoloration, 
black-and-blue mark, injury, Medicine ecchym- 
osis. 


conundrum ►noun Qthe conundrums facing 
policy-makers in the 1980s problem, difficult 
question, vexed question, difficulty, quandary, 
dilemma, informal poser, facer 0 Roderick enjoyed 
conundrums and crosswords riddle, puzzle, 
wordgame, informal brain-teaser 

convalesce ►verb recuperate, get better, 
recover, get well, get back on one’s feet 

convalescence ► noun recuperation, re- 
covery. return to health, rehabilitation, im- 
provement 

convalescent ►adjective recuperating, re- 
covering, getting better, on the road to recov- 
ery, improving, on the mend 

Convene ►verb Qhe convened a secret meeting 
summon, call, call together, order, formal con- 
voke 0 the committee convened fot its final session 
assemble, gather, meet, come together, con- 
gregate, formal foregathei 

convenience ►noun ©the convenience of the 
arrangement expedience, advantageousness, ad- 
vantage, opportuneness, propitiousness, timeli- 
ness. suitability, appropriateness 0/or conveni- 
ence, the handset is wall-mounted ease of use, us- 
ability, usefulness, utility, serviceability, practi- 
cality ©the kitchen has all the modem conveni- 
ent es appliance, (labour-saving) device, gadget, 
amenity, facility, informal gizmo, mod con 

Convenient ►adjective ©a convenient time 
suitable, appropriate, fitting, fit, suited, oppor- 
tune, timely, well timed, favourable, advanta- 
geous, seasonable, expedient 0a hotel that's 
convenient for the beach near (to), close to, with- 
in easy reach of. well situated for, handy for. 
not far from, just round the comer from, infor- 
mal a stone’s throw from, within spitting dis- 
tance of 

convent ►noun nunnery, priory, abbey, ieli- 
gious community 

convention ►noun © social conventions cus 
tom, usage, practice, tradition, way, habit, 
norm, rule, code, canon, punctilio, propriety, 
etiquette, protocol, formal praxis, (conventions) 
mores 0 a convention signed by 74 countries 
agreement, accord, protocol, compact, pact, 
treaty, concordat, entente, contract, bargain, 
deal ©the party’s biennial convention confer 
ence, meeting, congress, assembly, gathering, 
summit, convocation, synod, conclave 

conventional ►adjective ©the conventional 
wisdom of the day orthodox, traditional, estab- 
lished, accepted, received, mainstream, prevail- 
ing. prevalent, accustomed, customary 0 a con- 
ventional railway ■ normal, standard, regular, or- 
dinary, usual, traditional, typical, common ©a 
very conventional woman conservative, trad- 
itional. traditionalist, conformist, bourgeois, 
old-fashioned, of the old school, small-town, 
suburban, informal straight, square, stick-in-the- 
mud, fuddy-duddy ©a conventional piece of work. 
unoriginal, formulaic, predictable, stock, unad- 
venturous, unremarkable. 

-opposites unorthodox, original 

converge ►verb Q Oxford Circus , a station 
where three lines converge ■ meet, intersect, cross, 
connect, link up, coincide, join, unite, merge 
090,000 fans converged on Wembley, close in on, 
bear down on, approach, move towards. 
-opposites diverge, leave 
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conversant * adjective familiar, acquainted, 
au fait, au courant, at home, well versed, well 
informed, knowledgeable, informed, abreast, 
up to date, informal up to speed, clued up, 
genned up, formal cognizant 

conversation ► noun discussion, talk, chat, 
gossip, tete-a-tete, heart-to-heart, head-to-head, 
exchange, dialogue, informal confab, jaw, chit- 
chat, Brit informal chinwag, natter, N Amer informal 
gabfest, schmooze, Austral /NZ informal yam, formal 
confabulation, colloquy 

conversational ►adjective O conversational 
English informal, chatty, lelaxed, friendly, col- 
loquial, idiomatic ©a conversational man 
talkative, chatty, communicative, forthcom- 
ing. expansive, loquacious, garrulous 

converse 1 ►verb they conversed in low voices 
talk, speak, chat, have a conversation, dis- 
course, communicate, informal chew the fat/rag, 
jaw, Bnt informal natter, N Amer informal visit, 
shoot the breeze/bull, Austral /NZ informal mag, for- 
mal confabulate 

converse 2 ►noun the converse is also true op 
posite, reverse, obverse, contrary, antithesis, 
other side of the com, informal flip side 

conversion ►noun Qthe conversion of waste 
into energy change, changing, transformation, 
metamorphosis, transfiguration, transmutation, 
sea change, humorous transmogrification ©the 
conversion of the building adaptation, alteration, 
modifi cation, reconstruction, rebuilding, re- 
development, redesign, renovation, rehabilita- 
tion ©his religious conversion rebirth, regener- 
ation. reformation 

convert ►verb © plants convert the sun’s energy 
into chemical energy change, turn, tiansform. 
metamorphose, transfigure, transmute, humor- 
ous tiansmogrify, technical permute © the factory 
was converted into flats adapt, turn, change, 
alter, modify, rebuild, reconstruct, redevelop, 
iefashion, redesign, restyle, revamp, renovate, 
rehabilitate, N Amer bnng up to code, informal 
do up, N Amer informal rehab ©they sought to 
convert sinners proselytize, evangelize, bring to 
God. redeem, save, reform, re-educate, cause to 
see the light 

► noun Christian converts proselyte, neophyte, 
new believer. Christianity catechumen 

Convey ► verb O taxis conveyed guests to the sta- 
tion transport, cany, bring, take, fetch, bear, 
move, ferry, shuttle, shift, transfer ©he con- 
veyed the information to me communicate, pass 
on, make known, impart, relay, transmit, send, 
hand on, relate, tell, reveal, disclose ©it's im- 
possible to convey how I felt express, communi- 
cate, get across/over, put across/over, indicate, 
say © he conveys an air of competence project, 
exude, emit, emanate 

conveyance ► noun O the conveyance of agri- 
cultural produce transportation, transport, car- 
nage, carrying, transfer, movement, delivery, 
haulage, portage, cartage, shipment, freightage. 
© (formal) three-wheeled conveyances vehicle, 
means/method of transport, car, bus. coach, 
van, lorry, truck, bicycle, motorbike, motor- 
cycle 

convict ►verb he was convicted of indecent as- 
sault: find guilty, sentence; Bnt informal be done 
for. 


-opposites acquit 

► noun two escaped convicts prisoner, inmate, 
trusty, cnminal, offender, lawbreaker, felon, in- 
formal jailbird, con, (old) lag, crook, N Amer infor- 
mal yardbird 

conviction ►noun ©his conviction for murder 
declaration of guilt, sentence, judgement 
©his political convictions belief, opinion, view, 
thought, persuasion, idea, position, stance, art- 
icle of faith ©she spoke with conviction cer 
tainty, certitude, assurance, confidence, sure- 
ness, no shadow of a doubt 
-opposites acquittal, uncertainty 

convince ►verb ©he convinced me that I was 
wrong make certain, persuade, satisfy, prove 
to. assure, put/set someone’s mind at rest ©f 
convinced her to marry me persuade, induce, pre- 
vail on, get, talk into, win over, cajole, invei- 
gle 

convincing ►adjective ©a convincing argu- 
ment cogent, persuasive, plausible, powerful, 
potent, strong, forceful, compelling, irresist- 
ible, telling, conclusive ©a convincing 5-0 win 
resounding, emphatic, decisive, conclusive 

convivial ►adjective friendly, genial, affable, 
amiable, congenial, agreeable, good-humoured, 
cordial, warm, sociable, outgoing, greganous, 
clubbable, companionable, hail-fellow-well-met, 
cheerful, jolly, jovial, lively, enjoyable, festive. 
Scottish couthy 

conviviality ►noun friendliness, geniality, 
affability, amiability, bonhomie, congeniality, 
coidiality, warmth, good nature, sociability, 
greganousness, cheerfulness, good cheer, jovi- 
ality, jollity, gaiety, liveliness 

convocation ► noun assembly, gathering, 
meeting, conference, convention, congress, 
council, symposium, colloquium, conclave, 
synod 

convoke ► verb ( formal) convene, summon, call 
together, call 

convoluted ► adjective complicated, complex, 
involved, elaborate, serpentine, labyrinthine, 
tortuous, tangled. Byzantine, confused, confus- 
ing, bewildering, baffling 
-opposites stiaightforward 

convolution ►noun ©crosses adorned with 
elaborate convolutions twist, turn, coil, spiral, 
twirl, curl, helix, whorl, loop, curlicue, Architec- 
ture volute o the convolutions of the plot com 
plexity, intricacy, complication, twist, turn, en- 
tanglement 

convoy ► noun a convoy of vehicles group, fleet, 
cavalcade, motorcade, cortege, caravan, line, 
tram 

► verb the ship was convoyed by army gunboats es 
cort, accompany, attend, flank, protect, de- 
fend, guard 

convulse ►verb shake uncontrollably, go 
into spasms, shudder, jerk, thrash about 
convulsion ►noun ©she had convulsions fit, 
seizure, paroxysm, spasm, attack, throes. Medi- 
cine ictus © (convulsions) the audience collapsed 
in convulsions fits of laughter, paroxysms of 
laughter, uncontrollable laughter; informal hys- 
terics Qthe political convulsions of the period up 
heaval. eruption, cataclysm, turmoil, turbu- 
lence, tumult, disruption, agitation, disturb- 
ance, unrest, disorder. 



convulsive | copy 


174 




convulsive ► adjective spasmodic, jerky, par 
oxysmal, violent, uncontrollable 

COOk ► verb ©Ins had cooked dinner prepare, 
make, put together, informal fix, rustle up, Bnt in- 
formal knock up © (informal) he'd been cooking the 
books falsify, alter, doctor, tamper with, inter- 
fere with, massage, manipulate, Brit informal fid- 
dle © (informal) what’s cooking > See happen sense 
1 

■ cook something up ( informal) concoct, de- 
vise, contrive, fabricate, trump up, hatch, plot, 
plan, invent, make up, think up, dream up 

COOklng ► noun cuisine, cookery, food See list 


-RELATED TERMS Culinary 


Cooking Methods 


baking 

frying 

roasting 

barbecuing 

g riddling 

sauteing 

blanching 

grilling 

scrambling 

boiling 

marinating 

searing 

braising 

microwaving 

simmering 

broiling 

oven- 

slow-cooking 

browning 

roasting 

smoking 

caramelizing 

pan-frying 

spit-roasting 

casseroling 

parboiling 

steaming 

charbroiling 

poaching 

stewing 

coddling 

pot-roasting 

stir-frying 

currying 

pre-cooking 

sweating 

deep-frying 

pressure- 

tandoori 

dry-frying 

cooking 

toasting 

fricasseeing 

reheating 



COOl ►adjective Qn cool breeze chilly, chill, 
cold, bracing, brisk, crisp, fresh, refreshing, in- 
vigorating, draughty, informal nippy, Bnt informal 
parky ©a cool response unenthusiastic. luke- 
warm. tepid, indifferent, uninterested, apathet- 
ic. half-hearted, unfriendly, distant, remote, 
aloof, cold, chilly, frosty, unwelcoming, unre- 
sponsive. offhand, uncommunicative, un- 
demonstrative, informal stand-offish ©his ability 
to keep cool in a crisis calm, {cool, calm, and 
collected) . composed, as cool as a cucumber, 
collected, cool-headed, level-headed, self- 
possessed, controlled, self-controlled, poised, 
serene, tranquil, unruffled, unperturbed, un- 
moved, untroubled, imperturbable, placid, 
phlegmatic, informal unflappable, together, laid- 
back O a cool lack of morality bold, audacious, 
nerveless, brazen, shameless, unabashed 0 (in- 
formal) she thinks she’s so cool fashionable, styl- 
ish. chic, up to the minute, sophisticated, infor- 
mal trendy, funky, with it, hip, big, happening, 
groovy, N Amer informal kicky, tony, fly © (infor- 
mal) a cool song See excellent 
-opposites warm, enthusiastic, agitated 

► noun ©the cool of the evening chill, chilliness, 
coldness, coolness ©Ken lost his cool self- 
control, control, composure, self-possession, 
calmness, equilibrium, calm, aplomb, poise, 
sangfroid, presence of mind 

-opposites warmth 

► verb ©cool the sauce in the fridge chill, refriger- 
ate ©her reluctance did nothing to cool his interest 
lessen, moderate, diminish, reduce, dampen 
©Simpson's ardour had cooled subside, lessen, 
diminish, decrease, abate, moderate, die down, 
fade, dwindle, wane © after a while, she cooled 
off. calm down, recover/regain one’s compos- 


ure, compose oneself, control oneself, pull one- 
self together, simmer down 
-opposites heat, inflame, intensify 
COOp ►noun a hen coop pen, run, cage, hutch, 
enclosure 

► verb he hates being cooped up at home confine, 
shut m/up, cage (in), pen up/in. keep, detain, 
trap, incarcerate, immure 

Cooperate ►verb © police and social services co- 
operated in the operation collaborate, work to- 
gether, woik side by side, pull together, band 
together, join forces, team up. unite, combine, 
pool lesources, make common cause, liaise 
©he was happy to cooperate be of assistance, 
assist, help, lend a hand, be of service, do one’s 
bit, informal play ball 

Cooperation ►noun © cooperation between 
management and workers collaboration, joint 
action, combined effort, teamwork, partner- 
ship, coordination, liaison, association, syn- 
ergy, give and take, compromise © thank you 
for your cooperation assistance, helpfulness, 
help, helping hand, aid 

cooperative ►adjective ©a cooperative effort 
collaborative, collective, combined, common, 
joint, shared, mutual, united, concerted, coord 
mated © pleasant and cwperative staff helpful, 
eager to help, glad to be of assistance, obliging, 
accommodating, willing, amenable, adaptable 
coordinate ►verb © exhibitions coordinated by 
a team of international scholars organize, ar- 
range, order, systematize, harmonize, correl- 
ate. synchronize, bring together, fit together, 
dovetail ©care workers coordinate at a local level 
cooperate, liaise, collaborate, work together, 
negotiate, communicate, be in contact Qfloral 
designs coordinate with the decor match, comple- 
ment, set off, harmonize, blend, fit in. go 
Cop (informal) ► noun a traffic cop See police offi 
cer 

► verb he tried to cop out of his responsibilities See 
avoid sense 2 

Cope ►verb ©she couldn't cope on her own man 
age, survive, subsist, look after oneself, fend 
for oneself, shift for oneself, cany on, get by/ 
through, bear up, hold one’s own, keep one’s 
end up, keep one’s head above water, informal 
make it, hack it ©his inability to cope with the 
situation deal with, handle, manage, address, 
face (up to), confront, tackle, get to gnps with, 
get through, weather, come to terms with 

Copious ►adjective abundant, superabundant, 
plentiful, ample, profuse, full, extensive, gener- 
ous, bumper, lavish, fulsome, liberal, overflow- 
ing, in abundance, many, numerous, informal a 
gogo, galore, poetic/ literary plenteous 
-opposites sparse 

copse ►noun thicket, grove, wood, coppice, 
stand, clump, brake, Bnt spinney, N Amer & 
Austral /NZ brush, archaic hurst, holt, boscage 

copulate ► verb. See have sex at sex 
Copulation ► noun. See sex sense 1 
copy ► noun ©a copy of the report • duplicate, 
facsimile, photocopy, carbon (copy), mimeo- 
graph, mimeo; transcript; repnnt, trademark 
Xerox, photostat ©a copy of a sketch by Leonardo 
da Vinci ■ replica, reproduction, replication, 
pnnt, imitation, likeness; counterfeit, forgery, 
fake; informal knock-off 



175 


coquettish | correctly 


► verb Qeach form had to be copied duplicate, 
photocopy, xerox, photostat, mimeograph, run 
off, reproduce 0 portraits copied from original 
paintings by Reynolds reproduce, replicate, 
forge, fake, counterfeit 0 their sound was copied 
by a lot of jazz players imitate, reproduce, emu 
late, follow, echo, mirror, parrot, mimic, ape, 
plagiarize, steal, informal np off 

coquettish ► adjective flirtatious, flirty, pro- 
vocative, seductive, inviting, kittenish, coy, 
arch, teasing, playful, informal come-hither, 
vampish 

cord ► noun string, thread, thong, lace, ribbon, 
strap, tape, tie, line, rope, cable, wire, ligature, 
twine, yam, elastic, braid, braiding 

cordial ► adjective a cordial welcome friendly, 
warm, genial, affable, amiable, pleasant, fond, 
affectionate, warm-hearted, good-natured, gra- 
cious. hospitable, welcoming, hearty 

► noun fruit cordial squash, crush, concentiate 

cordon ► noun a cordon of S00 police barrier, 
line, row, chain, nng. circle, picket line 

► verb troops cordoned off the area close off, shut 
off, seal off', fence off. separate off. isolate, en- 
close, surround 

core ►noun Qthe earth's core centre, interior, 
middle, nucleus, recesses, bowels, depths, infor- 
mal innards, poetic/ literary midst Qthe core of the 
argument heart, heart of the matter, nucleus, 
nub, kernel, marrow, meat, essence, quintes- 
sence, crux, gist, pith, substance, basis, funda- 
mentals, informal nitty-gntty, brass tacks, nuts 
and bolts 

► adjective the core issue central, key, basic, fun- 
damental, principal, primary, main, chief, cru- 
cial, vital, essential, informal number-one 
-opposites peripheral 

cork ►noun stopper, stop, plug, bung. peg. 
spigot, spile, N Amer stopple 

Com ►noun grain, cereal (crop) See list at cer 
eal 

COmor ►noun Qthe cart lurched round the cor- 
ner bend, curve, crook, dog-leg, turn, turning, 
junction, fork, intersection, Brit hairpin bend 
Qa charming comer of Italy district, region, 
area, section, quarter, part, informal neck of the 
woods © he found himself in a tight comer pre 
dicament, plight, tight spot, mess, muddle, dif- 
ficulty, problem, dilemma, quandary, informal 
pickle, jam, stew, fix, hole, hot water, bind 

► verb Qhe was eventually cornered by police dogs 
drive into a corner, run to earth, bring to bay. 
cut off. block off, trap, hem in, pen in. sur- 
round, enclose, capture, catch Q crime syndi- 
cates have cornered the stolen car market gain con 
trol of, take over, control, dominate, monop- 
olize, capture, informal sew up 

cornerstone ►noun foundation, basis, key- 
stone, mainspring, mainstay, linchpin, bed- 
rock, base, backbone, key, centrepiece, core, 
heart, centre, crux 

corny ►adjective ( informal ) banal, tnte, hack- 
neyed, commonplace, clichfcd, predictable, 
stereotyped, platitudinous, tired, stale, over- 
worked, overused, well worn, mawkish, senti- 
mental, cloying, syrupy, sugary, saccharine, 
mushy, slushy, sloppy; Bnt twee; informal cheesy, 
schmaltzy, cutesy, toe-curling. Bnt informal 
soppy; N Amer informal comball, hokey 


corollary ►noun consequence, (end) result, 
upshot, effect, repercussion, product, by- 
product, Bnt knock-on effect, 

coronet ► noun. See crown noun sense 1 

corporal ► adjective bodily, fleshly, corporeal, 
somatic, carnal, physical, material 
-opposites spiritual 

Corporation ►noun 0the chairman of the cor- 
poration company, firm, business, concern, op- 
eration, house, organization, agency, trust, 
partnership, conglomerate, gioup, chain, 
multinational, informal outfit, set-up Q(Bnt) the 
corporation refused two planning applications coun 
cil, town council, municipal authority 

corporeal ►adjective bodily, fleshly, carnal, 
corporal, human, mortal, earthly, physical, ma- 
terial, tangible, concrete, real, actual 

corps ►noun O^n tinny corps unit, division, 
detachment, section, company, contingent, 
squad, squadron, regiment, battalion, bngade, 
platoon 0 a corps of trained engineers group, 
body, band, cohort, party, gang, pack, team, 
crew 

corpse ►noun dead body, body, carcass, skel- 
eton, remains, informal stiff. Medicine cadaver, ar- 
chaic corse 

-RELATED TERMS neCTO- 

corpulent ►adjective fat, obese, overweight, 
plump, portly, stout, chubby, paunchy, beer- 
bellied. heavy, bulky, chunky, well uphol- 
stered. well padded, well covered, meaty, 
fleshy, rotund, broad in the beam, informal 
tubby, pudgy, beefy, porky, roly-poly, blubbery, 
Bnt informal podgy, fubsy, N Amer informal corn- 
fed, rare abdominous 
-opposites thin 

correct ►adjective O the correct answer right, 
accurate, true, exact, precise, unerring, faith- 
ful, strict, faultless, flawless, error-free, perfect, 
word-perfect, informal on the mark, on the 
beam, on the nail, Bnt informal spot on, bang on, 
N Amer informal on the money, on the button 
0 correct behaviour proper, seemly, decorous, 
decent, respectable, right, suitable, fit, fitting, 
befitting, appropriate, apt, approved, accepted, 
conventional, customary, traditional, orthodox, 
comme ll faut 

-opposites wrong, improper 
► verb Q proof-read your work and correct any mis- 
takes rectify, put right, set right, right, 
amend, emend, remedy, repair Qan attempt to 
correct the trade imbalance counteract, offset, 
counterbalance, compensate for, make up for, 
neutralize Qthe brakes need correcting adjust, 
regulate, fix, set, standardize, normalize, cali- 
brate, fine-tune 

correction ►noun rectification, rectifying, 
nghting, amendment, emendation, repair, rem- 
edy, archaic reparation 

corrective ►adjective remedial, therapeutic, 
restorative, curative, reparatoiy, reparative, re- 
habilitative 

correctly ►adverb Qthe questions were an- 
swered correctly accurately, right, unemngly, 
precisely, faultlessly, flawlessly, perfectly, with- 
out error, dated aright. Qshe behaved correctly at 
all times properly, decorously, with decorum, 
decently, suitably, fittingly, appropriately, well 
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correlate ►verb © socio-economic status often 
correlates with educational achievement corres 
pond, match, parallel, agree, tally, tie in, be 
consistent, be compatible, be consonant, coord- 
inate, dovetail, relate, conform, informal square, 
N Amer informal jibe © consumption of such foods 
was correlated with a decreased risk for certain can- 
cers connect, establish a relationship/connec- 
tion between, associate, relate 
-opposites contrast 

correlation ►noun connection, association, 
link, tie-in, tie-up, relation, relationship, inter- 
relationship, interdependence, interconnection, 
interaction, correspondence, parallel 
correspond ►verb ©their policies do not cor - 
respond with their statements correlate, agiee, 
be in agreement, be consistent, be compatible, 
be consonant, accord, be m tune, concur, coin- 
cide, tally, tie in, dovetail, fit in, match, paral- 
lel. informal square, N Amer informal jibe ©a rank 
corresponding to the British rank of sergeant be 
equivalent, be analogous, be comparable, 
equate 0 Debbie and I corresponded for years ex 
change letters, write, communicate, keep in 
touch/contact 

correspondence ► noun © there is some cor - 
respondence between the two variables correl 
ation, agreement, consistency, compatibility, 
consonance, conformity, similarity, resem- 
blance. parallel, comparability, accord, concur- 
rence, coincidence ©his private correspondence 
letters, messages, missives, mail, post, com- 
munication 

correspondent ► noun the paper's foreign cor- 
respondent reporter, journalist, columnist, 
writer, contnbutor, newspaperman, news- 
paperwoman, commentator, Bnt pressman, infor- 
mal stringer, news hound, journo 
► adjective a correspcmdent improvement in quality 
corresponding, parallel, matching, equivalent, 
comparable, similar, analogous, commensurate 
corresponding ► adjective commensurate, 
parallel, correspondent, matching, correlated, 
relative, proportional, proportionate, compar; 
able, equivalent, analogous 
corridor ►noun passage, passageway, aisle, 
gangway, hall, hallway, gallery, arcade 
corroborate ►verb confirm, verify, endorse, 
ratify, authenticate, validate, certify, support, 
back up, uphold, bear out, bear witness to, at- 
test to, testify to, vouch for, give credence to, 
substantiate, sustain 
-opposites contradict 

COVTOde ►verb ©the iron had corroded rust, 
become rusty, tarnish, wear away, disintegrate, 
crumble, perish, spoil, oxidize ©acui ram cor- 
rodes buildings wear away, eat away (at), gnaw 
away (at), erode, abrade, consume, destroy 
corrosive ►adjective caustic, corroding, ero- 
sive, abrasive, burning, stinging; destructive, 
damaging, harmful, harsh 
corrugated ► adjective ridged, fluted, 
grooved, furrowed, crinkled, crinkly, puckered, 
creased, wrinkled, wnnkly, crumpled; technical 
stnate, stnated. 

corrupt ►adjective ©a corrupt official | corrupt 
practices: dishonest, unscrupulous, dishonour- 
able, unprincipled, unethical, amoral, untrust- 
worthy, venal, underhand, double-dealing, 
fraudulent, bribable, buyable; criminal, illegal, 


unlawful, nefanous, informal crooked, shady, 
dirty, mucky, sleazy, Bnt informal bent, dodgy 
©the earth was corrupt in God's sight immoral, 
depraved, degenerate, reprobate, vice-ndden, 
perverted, debauched, dissolute, dissipated, 
bad, wicked, evil, base, sinful, ungodly, unholy, 
irreligious, profane, impious, impure, informal 
warped ©a corrupt text impure, bastardized, 
debased, adulterated 
-opposites honest, ethical, pure 

► verb © the fear of firms corrupting politicians in the 
search for contracts bribe, suborn, buy (off), pay 
off, informal grease someone’s palm, give some- 
one a backhander/sweetener, get at. square, 
Bnt informal nobble book that might corrupt its 
readers deprave, pervert, debauch, degrade, 
warp, lead astray, defile, pollute, sully, archaic 
demoralize ©the apostolic writings had been cor- 
rupted alter, tamper with, interfere with, bas- 
tardize, debase, adulterate 

corruption ►noun Qpolittcal corruption dis 
honesty, unscrupulousness, double-dealing, 
fraud, fiaudulence, misconduct, crime, crimin- 
ality, wrongdoing, bnbeiy, subornation, venal- 
ity, extortion, profiteering, jobbery, N Amer 
payola, informal graft, crookedness, sleaze, formal 
malversation © his fall into corruption immoral 
ity, depravity, vice, degeneracy, perversion, 
pervertedness, debauchery, dissoluteness, deca- 
dence. wickedness, evil, sin, sinfulness, ungod- 
liness, formal turpitude © these figures have been 
subject to corruption alteration, bastardization, 
debasement, adulteration 
-opposites honesty, morality, punty 
corsair ► noun ( archaic ) See pirate noun sense 1 
corset ► noun girdle, panty girdle, foundation 
(garment), corselette, Bnt roll-on. informal, dated 
waspie, histoncal stays 

cortdge ►noun ©the funeral cortege proces 
sion, parade, cavalcade, motorcade, convoy, 
caravan, tram, column, file, line ©the prince's 
cortege entourage, retinue, tram, suite, attend- 
ants, companions, followers, retainers 

cosmetic ►adjective most of the changes were 
merely cosmetic superficial, surface, skin-deep, 
outward, extenor, external 
-opposites fundamental 

► noun (cosmetics) a new range of cosmetics 
make-up, beauty products, maquillage, face 
paint, mfomial warpaint, paint, slap 

cosmic ►adjective ©cosmic bodies extrater 
restrial, in space, from space ©an epic of cos- 
mic dimensions vast, huge, immense, enormous, 
massive, colossal, prodigious, immeasurable, 
incalculable, unfathomable, fathomless, meas- 
ureless, infinite, limitless, boundless 

cosmonaut ► noun astronaut, spaceman/ 
woman, space traveller, space cadet, N Amer in- 
formal jock See list at astronaut 

cosmopolitan ►adjective ©the student body 
has a cosmopolitan character: multicultural, 
multiracial, international, worldwide, global 
©a cosmopolitan audience, worldly, worldly- 
wise, well travelled, experienced, unprovincial, 
cultivated, cultured, sophisticated, suave, ur- 
bane, glamorous, fashionable; informal jet- 
settrng, cool. 

cosset ►verb pamper, indulge, overindulge, 
mollycoddle, coddle, baby, pet, mother, nanny, 
nursemaid, pander to, feather-bed, spoil, wrap 
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in cotton wool, wait on someone hand and 
foot 



COSt ►noun ©the cost of the equipment price, 
asking price, market price, selling pnce. fee, 
tariff, fare, toll, levy, charge, rental, value, 
valuation, quotation, rate, worth, humorous dam- 
age ©the human cost of the conflict sacrifice, 
loss, expense, penalty, toll, pnce © (costs) we 
need to make £10,000 to cover our costs expenses, 
outgoings, disbursements, ovei heads, running 
costs, operating costs, fixed costs, expenditure, 
spending, outlay 

► verb ©the chair costs 1186 be priced at, sell for, 
be valued at. fetch, come to. amount to, informal 
set someone back, go for, Bnt informal knock 
someone back ©the proposal has not yet been 
costed put a price on, pnce, value, put a value 
on, put a figure on 

costly ►adjective ©cost/v machinery expensive, 
dear, high-cost, highly priced, overpnced, Bnt 
over the odds, informal steep, pricey ©u costly 
mistake catastrophic, disastrous, calamitous, 
ruinous, damaging, harmful, injurious, dele- 
terious, woeful, awful, terrible, dreadful, formal 
grievous 

-opposites cheap 

COStume ►noun © Elizabethan costumes (set 
of) clothes, garments, robes, outfit, ensemble, 
dress, clothing, attire, garb, uniform, livery, in- 
formal get-up, gear, togs, Bnt informal clobber, kit, 
N Amer informal threads, formal apparel, archaic 
habit, habiliments, raiment ©(Bnt) if you'd like 
a dip, we can lend you a costume See swimsuit 

COSy ►adjective ©a cosy country cottage snug. 
comfortable, warm, homelike, homey, homely, 
welcoming, sate, sheltered, secure, N Amer 
down-home, homestyle, informal cornty, snug as 
a bug (m a rug) ©a cosy chat intimate, re- 
laxed, informal, friendly 

coterie ►noun clique, set. circle, inner circle, 
crowd, in-crowd, band, community, informal 
gang 

cottage ►noun small house, lodge, chalet, 
cabin, shack, shanty, (in Russia) dacha, Scottish 
bothy, but and ben. Austral informal weekender, 
poetic /literary bowel . archaic cot 

COUCH ► noun she seated herself on the couch set 
tee, sofa, divan, chaise longue, chesterfield, 
love seat, settle, ottoman, Bnt put-you-up, N 
Amer daybed, davenport, studio couch 

► verb his reply was couched in deferential terms ex 
press, phrase, word, frame, put, formulate, 
style, convey, say, state, utter 

cough ►verb he coughed loudly hack, hawk, 
bark, clear one’s throat, hem 

► noun a loud cough hack, bark, informal frog in 
one’s throat 

-RELATED TERMS tUSSIVe 

■ cough something up pay (up), come up 
with, hand over, dish out, part with, informal 
fork out, shell out, lay out, Bnt informal stump 
up; N Amer informal ante up, pony up 
council ►noun ©the town council local au- 
thority, local government, municipal author- 
ity, administration, executive, chamber, assem- 
bly; Bnt corporation © the Schools Council ■ advis- 
ory body, board, committee, commission, as- 
sembly, panel, synod, convocation. ©that even- 
ing, she held a family council, meeting, gathering, 
conference, conclave, assembly 


counsel ► noun © hi s wise counsel advice, guid- 
ance, counselling, direction, information, re- 
commendations, suggestions, guidelines, hints, 
tips, pointers, warnings ©the counsel for the de- 
fence barrister, lawyer, Scottish advocate, N 
Amer attorney, counselor(-at-law), informal brief 

► verb he counselled the team to withdraw from the 
deal advise, recommend, direct, advocate, en- 
courage, urge, warn, caution, guide, give guid- 
ance 

counsellor ► noun adviser, consultant, guide, 
mentor, expert, specialist 

count ►verb ©she counted the money again add 
up, add together, reckon up, figure up, total, 
tally, calculate, compute, Bnt tot up, fonnal enu- 
merate, dated cast up ©a company with 250 em- 
ployees, not counting overseas staff include, take 
into account, take account of, take into consid- 
eration, allow for ©J count it a privilege to be 
asked consider, think, feel, regard, look on as, 
view as, hold to be, judge, deem, account 
©it's your mother’s feelings that count matter, be 
of consequence, be of account, be significant, 
signify, be important, carry weight, informal cut 
any ice 

► noun ©at the lost count, the committee had 579 
members calculation, computation, reckoning, 
tally, formal enumeration ©her white blood cell 
count amount, number, total 

■ count on /upon ©you can count on me rely 
on, depend on, bank on, trust (m), be sure of, 
have (every) confidence in, believe in. put one’s 
faith in. take for granted, take as read ©they 
hadn’t counted on Rangers' indomitable spirit ex 
pec t, ieckon on, anticipate, envisage, allow for, 
be prepared for, bargain for/on. N Amer informal 
figure on 

■ out for the count (informal) See unconscious 
adjective sense 1 

countenance ► noun his strikingly handsome 
countenance face, features, physiognomy, pro- 
file, (facial) expression, look, appearance, as- 
pect, mien, mfoimal mug, Bnt informal mush, 
phizog. phiz, clock, boat race, N Amer mfomnal 
puss, poetic/ literary visage, lineaments 

► verb he would not countenance the use of force tol 
erate, permit, allow, agree to. consent to. give 
one’s blessing to, go along with, hold with, put 
up with, endure, stomach, swallow, Scottish 
thole, informal stand for, formal brook 

counter 1 ► noun a pile of counters token, chip, 
disc, jetton, plaque, piece, man, marker, N 
Amer check 

Counter 2 ►verb ©workers countered accusations 
of dishonesty with claims of oppression respond to, 
parry, hit back at, answer, retort to ©the sec- 
ond argument is more difficult to counter oppose, 
dispute, argue agamst/with, contradict, contro- 
vert, negate, counteract, challenge, contest, for- 
mal gainsay, confute 
-opposites support 

► adjective a counter bid- opposing, opposed, op- 
posite. 

■ counter to against, in opposition to. con- 
trary to. at variance with, in defiance of, in 
contravention of, in conflict with, at odds with, 
against 

counteract ►verb ©new measures to counter- 
act drug trafficking : prevent, thwart, frustrate, 
foil, impede, curb, hinder, hamper, check, put 
a stop/end to, defeat ©a drug to counteract the 
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possible effect on her heart offset, counterbal- 
ance. balance (out), cancel out, even out, coun- 
terpoise, countervail, compensate for, make up 
for, remedy, neutralize, nullify, negate, invali- 
date. 

-opposites encourage, exacerbate 

counterbalance ► verb compensate for, 
make up for, offset, balance (out), even out, 
counterpoise, counteract, equalize, neutralize, 
nullify, negate, undo 

Counterfeit ► adjtctlve counterfeit cassettes' 
fake, faked, bogus, forged, imitation, spunous, 
substitute, ersatz; informal phoney 
-opposites genuine 

► noun the notes were counterfeits fake, forgery, 
copy, reproduction, imitation, fraud, sham, in- 
formal phoney, knock-off 

-opposites original 

► verb Qhis signature was hard to counterfeit fake, 
forge, copy, reproduce, imitate ©he grew tired 
of counterfeiting interest feign, simulate, pretend, 
fake, sham. 

Countermand ► verb revoke, rescind, re- 
verse. undo, repeal, retract, withdraw, quash, 
overturn, overrule, cancel, annul, invalidate, 
nullify, negate. Law disaffirm, discharge, vacate, 
formal abrogate, archaic recall 
-opposites uphold 

counterpane ► noun ( dated) See bedspread. 

counterpart ► noun equivalent, opposite 
number, peer, equal, coequal, parallel, comple- 
ment, analogue, match, twin, mate, fellow, 
brother, sister, formal compeer 

countless ► adjective innumerable, numerous, 
untold, legion, without number, numberless, 
unnumbered, limitless, multitudinous, incalcul- 
able, informal umpteen, no end of, a slew of, 
loads of, stacks of. heaps of. masses of, oodles 
of, zillions of, N Amer informal gazillions of, 
poetic/ literary mynad. 

-opposites few 

Countrified ► adjective rural, rustic, pastoral, 
bucolic, countiy, idyllic, unspoilt, poetic/ literary 
Arcadian, sylvan, georgic 
-opposites urban 

Country ► noun ©/oreign countries nation, (sov- 
ereign) state, kingdom, realm, territory, prov- 
ince, principality, palatinate, duchy See list 
Qhe risked his life for his country • homeland, na- 
tive land, fatherland, motherland, the land of 
one’s fathers ©the whole country took to the 
streets people, public, population, populace, 
citizenry, nation, body politic, electors, voters, 
taxpayers, grass roots, Brit informal Joe Public 
O thickly forested country • terrain, land, terri- 
tory. parts, landscape, scenery, setting, sur- 
roundings, environment, ©she hated living in 
the country: countryside, green belt, great out- 
doors. provinces, rural areas, backwoods, back 
of beyond, hinterland, Austral /NZ outback, bush, 
back countiy, backb locks, booay; informal sticks, 
middle of nowhere, N Amer informal boondocks, 
boonies, tall timbers; Austral informal beyond the 
black stump. 

adjective country pursuits, rural, countryside, 
outdoor, rustic, pastoral, bucolic, poetic /literary 
sylvan, Arcadian, georgic 
-opposites urban. 

countryman v countrywoman ►noun 

©the traditions of his countrymen : compatriot, 


fellow citizen, ©the countryman takes a great 
interest in the weather country dweller, country 
cousin, son/daughter of the soil, farmer; rustic, 
yokel, bumpkin, peasant, provincial, Insh informal 
culchie, N Amer informal hayseed, hick, hillbilly, 
rube, Austral informal bushy, archaic swam, hind, 
kern, carl, cottier 

countryside ►noun © beautiful unspoilt coun- 
tryside landscape, scenery, surroundings, set- 
ting, environment, country, terrain, land ©/ 
was brought up in the countryside See country 
noun sense 5 

County ► noun the northern counties shire, prov- 
ince, territory, administrative unit, region, dis- 
trict, area See lists at England, Ireland, scot 
land, wales 

► adjective (Brit ) a county lady upper-class, aristo- 
cratic, landed, landowning, informal upper-crust, 
top-drawer, {huntin’, shootm’, and fishin’}, 
tweedy 

Coup ► noun © a violent military coup seizure of 
power, coup d’etat, putsch, overthrow, take- 
over, deposition, (palace) revolution, rebellion, 
revolt, insurrection, mutiny, msurgence, upris- 
ing ©a major publishing coup success, tri- 
umph, feat, accomplishment, achievement, 
scoop, master stroke, stroke of genius 

coup de gr&ce ► noun death blow, finishing 
blow, kiss of death, informal KO. kayo 

coup d 9 6tat ► noun. See coup sense 1 

Couple ►noun ©a couple of girls pair, duo. 
twosome, two, brace, span, yoke, archaic twain 
©a honeymoon couple husband and wife, two- 
some, partners, lovers, informal item 

► verb ©a sense of hope is coupled with a sense of 
loss combine, accompany, mix. incorporate, 
link, associate, connect, ally, add to, join to, for' 
mal conjoin ©a cable is coupled to one of the 
wheels connect, attach, join, fasten, fix, link, 
secure, tie, bind, strap, rope, tether, truss, lash, 
hitch, yoke, chain, hook (up) 

-opposites detach 

coupon ►noun © money-off coupons voucher, 
token, ticket, slip, N Amer informal ducat, comp, 
rair check Qfill in the coupon below form, 
tear-off slip 

courage ► noun bravery, courageousness, 
pluck, pluckmess, valour, fearlessness, intrep- 
idity, nerve, danng, audacity, boldness, gnt, 
hardihood, heroism, gallantly, mfonnal guts, 
spunk, Bnt informal bottle, N Amer informal moxie. 
cojones, sand 
-opposites cowardice 

courageous ►adjective brave, plucky, fear- 
less, valiant, valorous, intrepid, heroic, 
lionhearted, bold, danng, daredevil, audacious, 
undaunted, unflinching, unshnnking. unafraid, 
dauntless, indomitable, doughty, mettlesome, 
venturesome, stout-hearted, gallant, death-or- 
glory; N Amer rock-ribbed; informal game, gutsy, 
spunky, ballsy, have-a-go. 

-opposites cowardly. 

courier ►noun ©the documents were sent by 
courier, messenger, dispatch rider, runner, ©a 
courier for a package holiday company, represen 
tative, (tour) guide, dragoman; N Amer tour 
director, informal rep. 

course ►noun Qt he island was not far off our 
course : route, way, track, direction, tack, path, 
line, trail, trajectory, bearing, heading, orbit. 
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Countries 


COUNTRY 

ADf tCTIVS/ NOUN 

CAPITAL 

CURRENCY 

Afghanistan 

Afghan 

Kabul 

afghani - 100 puls 

Albania 

Albanian 

Tirana 

lek ” lOOqlndarka 

Algeria 

America 

Algerian 

(see United States) 

Algiers 

dinar* 100 centimes 

Andorra 

Andorran 

Andorra la Vella 

euro * 1 00 cents (formerly French franc 
and Spanish peseta) 

Angola 

Angolan 

Luanda 

kwanza ■ 100 Iwel 

Antigua and Barbuda 

Antiguan, Barbudan 

St John's 

dollar* 100 cents 

Argentina 

Argentinian or 
Argentine 

Buenos Aires 

peso* 100 centavos 

Armenia 

Armenian 

Yerevan 

dram* 100 luma 

Australia 

Australian 

Canberra 

dollar * 100 cents 

Austria 

Austrian 

Vienna 

euro - 100 cents (formerly schilling - 
lOOgroschen) 

Azerbaijan 

Azerbaijani 

Baku 

manat - 100 gopik 

Bahamas 

Bahamian 

Nassau 

dollar - 100 cents 

Bahrain 

Bahraini 

Manama 

dinar- 1,000 fils 

Bangladesh 

Bangladeshi 

Dhaka 

taka - 100 poisha 

Barbados 

Barbadian 

Bridgetown 

dollar - 100 cents 

Belarus 

Belarusian or 
Belarussian 

Minsk 

rouble - 100 kopeks 

Belgium 

Belgian 

Brussels 

euro - 100 cents (formerly franc - 100 
centimes) 

Belize 

Belizean 

Belmopan 

dollar * 100 cents 

Benin 

Beninese 

Porto Novo 

African franc 

Bermuda 

Bermudan 

Hamilton 

dollar 

Bhutan 

Bhutanese 

Thimphu 

ngultrum - 100 chetrum, Indian rupee 

Bolivia 

Bolivian 

LaPaz 

boliviano - 1 00 centavos 

Bosnia-Herzegovfna 

Bosnian 

Sarajevo 

dinar - 100 paras 

Botswana 

Botswanan/Tswana 

Gaborone 

pula - 100 thebe 

Brazil 

Britain 

Brazilian 

(see United Kingdom) 

Brasilia 

real - 100 centavos 

Brunei 

Bruneian 

Bandar Seri 
Begawan 

dollar - 100 sen 

Bulgaria 

Bulgarian 

Sofia 

lev - 100 stotlnkf 

Burkina Faso 

Burklnese 

Ouagadougou 

African franc 

Burma (officially 

Burmese 

Rangoon 

kyat - 100 pyas 

Myanmar) 

Burundi 

Burundian 

Bujumbura 

franc - 100 centimes 

Cambodia 

Cambodian 

Phnom Penh 

riel - 100 sen 

Cameroon 

Cameroonian 

Yaounde 

African franc 

Canada 

Canadian 

Ottawa 

dollar - 100 cents 

Cape Verde Islands 

Cape Verdean 

Praia 

escudo - 100 centavos 

Central African 

Republic 

Chad 

— 

Bangui 

African franc 

Chadian 

N'Djamena 

African franc 

Chile 

Chilean 

Santiago 

peso - 100 centavos 

China 

Chinese 

Belong 

yuan - 10 jiao or 100 fen 

Colombia 

Colombian 

Bogota 

peso - 100 centavos 

Comoros 

Comoran 

Moroni 

African franc 

Congo 

Congolese 

Brazzaville 

African franc 

Congo, Democratic 

Congolese 

Kinshasa 

Congolese franc 

Republic of (Zaire) 

Costa Rica 

Costa Rican 

San Jos* 

colon - 100 centlmos 

Croatia 

Croat or Croatian 

Zagreb 

kuna- 100 llpa 

Cuba 

Cuban 

Havana 

peso * 100 centavos 

Cyprus 

Cypriot 

Nicosia 

pound - 100 cents 

Czech Republic 

Czech 

Prague 

koruna * 100 haleru 

Denmark 

D*fttsh/Dane 

Copenhagen 

krone* 100 ere 

Djibouti 

Djibouti 

Djibouti 

franc • 100 centimes 

Dominica 

Dominican 

Roseau 

doBar* 100 cents 

Dominican Republic 

Dominican 

Santo Domingo 

peso * 100 centavos 

Fonador 

Ecuadorean 

Quito 

sucre - 100 centavos 

Egypt 

Egyptian 

Cairo 

pound* 100 piastres or 1,000 
mdUemes 

El Salvador 

Salvadorean 

San Salvador 

cp!6n • 100 centavos 

Equatorial Guinea 

Equatorial Gidmsn 

Malabo 

Africanfranc 
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Countries (com.) 


COUNTRY 

ADJCCT1VE/ NOUN 

CAPITAL 

CURRENCY 

Eritrea 

Eritrean 

Asmara 

nakfa - “100 cents 

Estonia 

Estonian 

Tallinn 

kroon • 100 sents 

Ethiopia 

Ethiopian 

Addis Abada 

birr - 100 cents 

FIJI 

Fijian 

Suva 

dollar - 100 cents 

Finland 

Finnish/Finn 

Helsinki 

euro - 100 cents (formerly markka - 
lOOpenniA) 

France 

French/Frenchman, 

Frenchwoman 

Paris 

euro - 100 cents (formerly franc * 100 
centimes) 

Gabon 

Gabonese 

Libreville 

African franc 

Gambia, the 

Gambian 

Banjul 

dalasi ■ lOObutut 

Georgia 

Georgian 

Tbilisi 

lari - 100 tetri 

Germany 

German 

Berlin 

euro * 100 cents (formerly 
Deutschmark - 100 pfennigs) 

Ghana 

Ghanaian 

Accra 

cedi - 100 pesewas 

Greece 

Greek 

Athens 

euro * 100 cents (formerly drachma - 
100 leptae) 

Grenada 

Grenadaian 

St George's 

dollar* 100 cents 

Guatemala 

Guatemalan 

Guatemala City 

quetzal * 100 centavos 

Guinea 

Guinean 

Conakry 

franc -100 centimes 

Guinea-Bissau 

— 

Bissau 

peso - 100 centavos 

Guyana 

Guyanese 

Georgetown 

dollar *100 cents 

Haiti 

Holland 

Haitian 

(see Netherlands) 

Port-au-Prince 

gourde * 100 centimes 

Honduras 

Honduran 

Tegucigalpa 

lempira *100 centavos 

Hungary 

Hungarian 

Budapest 

forint -100 filler 

Iceland 

Icelandic/lceiander 

Reykjavik 

krona - lOOaurar 

India 

Indian 

New Delhi 

rupee - 100 paisa 

Indonesia 

Indonesian 

Djakarta 

rupiah - 100 sen 

Iran 

Iranian 

Tehran 

rial - 100 dinars 

Iraq 

Iraqi 

Baghdad 

dinar - 1,000 fits 

Ireland, Republic of 

Irish 

Dublin 

euro - 100 cents (formerly pound 
(punt) - 100 pence) 

Israel 

Israeli 

Jerusalem 

shekel - 100 agora 

Italy 

Italian 

Rome 

euro - 100 cents (formerly lira - 100 
centesemi) 

Ivory Coast 

Ivorian 

Yamoussoukro 

African franc 

Jamaica 

Jamaican 

Kingston 

dollar - 100 cents 

japan 

Japanese 

Tokyo 

yen - lOOsen 

Jordan 

Jordanian 

Amman 

dinar - 1,000 fils 

Kazakhstan 

Kazakh 

Astana 

tenge - 100 terns 

Kenya 

Kenyan 

* Nairobi 

shilling - 100 cents 

Kiribati 

— 

Balriki 

Australian dollar 

Kuwait 

Kuwaiti 

Kuwait City 

dinar -1,000 (Us 

Kyrgyzstan 

Kyrgyi 

Bishkek 

som - lOOtiyin 

Laos 

Laotian 

Vientiane 

klp-lOOats 

Latvia 

Latvian 

Riga 

lat- lOOsantims 

Lebanon 

Lebanese 

Beirut 

pound - 100 piastres 

Lesotho 

Lesothan/Mosotho, 
pi. Basotho 

Maseru 

loti - 100 lisente 

Liberia 

Liberian 

Monrovia 

dollar - 100 cents 

Libya 

Libyan 

Tripoli 

dinar - 1,000 dirhams 

Liechtenstein 

—/Liechtensteiner 

Vaduz 

Swiss franc 

Lithuania 

Lithuanian 

Vilnius 

litas - lOOcentas 

Luxembourg 

— /Luxembourger 

Luxembourg 

euro • 100 cents (formerly franc - 100 
centimes) 

Macedonia 

Macedonian 

Skopje 

denar 

Madagascar 

Malagasy or 
Madagascan 

Antananarivo 

franc - 100 centimes 

Malawi 

Malawian 

Lilongwe 

kwacha," lOOtambala 

Malaysia 

Malaysian 

Kuala Lumpur 

dollar (ringgit) - lOOsen 

Maldives 

MaJdtvian/Makftve or 
Maldivian 

Male 

rufiyaa * 100 laris 

Man 

Malian 

Bamako 

African franc 

Malta 

Maltese 

Valletta 

Bra- 100 canto 

Marshall Islands 

Marshallese 

Majuro 

US dollar 

Mauritania 

Mauritanian 

Nouakchott 

ouguiya* 5 khoums 

Mauritius 

Mauritian 

Port Louis 

rupee *100 cents 
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Countries (cont.) 


COUNTRY 

ADJECTIVE/ NOUN 

CAPITAL 

CURRENCY 

Mexico 

Mexican 

Mexico City 

peso - 100 centavos 

Micronesia, Federated 
States of 

Micronesian 

Kolonia 

USdoHar 

Moldova 

Moldovan 

ChtynSu 

leu * 100 banl 

Monaco 

Mon6gasque 

Monaco 

euro - 100 cents (formerly French 
franc) 

Mongolia 

Mongolian 

Ulan Bator 

tugrik* 100 mongos 

Morocco 

Moroccan 

Rabat 

dirham - 100 centimes 

Mozambique 

Myanmar 

Mozambican 
(see Burma) 

Maputo 

metical * 100 centavos 

Namibia 

Namibian 

Wfndhoek 

rand • 100 cents 

Nauru 

Nauruan 

— 

Australian dollar 

Nepal 

Nepalese or Nepali 

Kathmandu 

rupee* 100 paisa 

Netherlands, the 

Dutch/Dutchman, 

Dutchwoman 

Amsterdam 

euro - 1 00 cents (formerly guilder - 
100 cents) 

New Zealand 

—/New Zealander 

Wellington 

dollar - 100 cents 

Nicaragua 

Nicaraguan 

Managua 

cordoba * 100 centavos 

Niger 

Nigerien 

Niamey 

African franc 

Nigeria 

Nigerian 

Abuja 

naira - 100 kobo 

North Korea 

North Korean 

Pyongyang 

won* 100 jun 

Norway 

Norwegian 

Oslo 

krone - 100 ere 

Oman 

Omani 

Muscat 

rial - 1 ,000 baiza 

Pakistan 

Pakistani 

Islamabad 

rupee - 100 paisa 

Panama 

Panamanian 

Panama City 

balboa • 100 cent&simos 

Papua New Guinea 

Papuan. Guinean, or 
Papua New Guinean 

Port Moresby 

kina * 100 toea 

Paraguay 

Paraguayan 

Asunddn 

guarani * 100 centlmos 

Peru 

Peruvian 

Lima 

neuvo sol * 100 cents 

Philippines 

Filipino or Philippine 

Manila 

peso - 100 centavos 

Poland 

Polish/Pole 

Warsaw 

zloty - 100 groszy 

Portugal 

Portuguese 

Lisbon 

euro - 100 cents (formerly escudo - 
100 centavos) 

Qatar 

Qatari 

Doha 

riyal - 100 dirhams 

Romania 

Romanian 

Bucharest 

leu - lOObani 

Russia 

Russian 

Moscow 

rouble - 100 copecks 

Rwanda 

Rwandan 

Kigali 

franc - 100 centimes 

St Kitts and Nevis 

Kittslan or Nevistan 

Basseterre 

dollar - 100 cents 

St Lucia 

St Ludan 

Castries 

dollar - 100 cents 

St Vincent and the 
Grenadines 

Vincentian 
or St Vincentian 
or Grenadian 

Kingstown 

dollar - 100 cents 

Samoa 

Samoan 

Apia 

tala - 100 sene 

San Marino 

— 

San Marino 

euro - 100 cents (formerly Italian lira) 

Saudi Arabia 

Saudi or Saudi Arabian 

Riyadh 

riyal - 20 qursh or 100 hatafas 

Senegal 

Senegalese 

Dakar 

African franc 

Seychelles, the 

Seychellois 

Victoria 

rupee - 100 cents 

Sierra Leone 

Sierra Leonean 

Freetown 

leone - 100 cents 

Singapore 

Singaporean 

Singapore 

dollar - 100 cents 

Slovakia 

Slovak 

Bratislava 

koruna - 100 haleru 

Slovenia 

Slovene or Slovenian 

Ljubljana 

tolar - 100 stottns 

Solomon Islands 

—/Solomon Islander 

Honiara 

dollar - 100 cents 

Somalia 

Somali or Somalian 

Mogadishu 

shitfag * 100 cents 

South Africa 

South African 

Pretoria 

rand- 100 cents 

South Korea 

South Korean 

Seoul 

won* 100 jeon 

Spain 

Spanish/Spaniard 

Madrid 

euro * 100 cents (formerly peseta - 
100 centlmos) 

Sri Lanka 

Sri Lankan 

Colombo 

rupee * 100 cents 

Sudan 

Sudanese 

Khartoum 

dinar* 10 pounds 

Suriname 

Surinamese r 

Paramar8>o 

guilder * 100 cents 

Swaziland 

Swazi 

Mbabane 

Wangeni - 100 cents 

Sweden 

Swedish/Swede 

Stockholm 

krona- 100 Ore 

Switzerland 

Swiss 

Seme 

franc- 100 centimes 

Syria 

Syrian 

Damascus 

pound -100 piastres 

Taiwan 

Taiwanese 

Taipei 

New Taiwan dollar - 100 cents 

Tajikistan ' 

Tajik 

Dushanbe 

somoni - 100 diram* 

Tanzania 

Tanzanian 

Dodoma 

shilling - 100 cents 

Thailand 

Thai 

Bangkok 

baht • 100 satangs * 
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Countries (c ont.) 


COUNTRY 

ADjCCTIVf/NOUN 

CAPITAL 

CURRENCY 

Togo 

Togolese 

Lorn* 

African franc 

Tonga 

Tongan 

Nuku’aiofa 

pa'anga - 100 senftl 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Trinidadian, Tobagan or 
Tobagonian 

Port-of-Spain 

dollar - 100 cents 

Tunisia 

Tunisian 

Tunis 

dinar * 1 .000 mltlfemes 

Turkey 

Turkish/Turk 

Ankara 

lira - 100 kurus 

Turkmenistan 

Turkmen orTurkoman 

Ashgabat 

manat - 100 tenge 

Tuvalu 

Tuvaluan 

Funafuti 

dollar - 100 cents 

Uganda 

Ugandan 

Kampala 

shilling - 100 cents 

Ukraine 

Ukrainian 

Kiev 

hryvna - 100 kopiykas 

United Arab Emirates 

— 

Abu Dhabi 

dirham - 100 fils 

United Kingdom 

Brltish/Brtton 

London 

pound - 100 pence 

United States of 
America 

American 

Washington, DC 

dollar - 100 cents 

Uruguay 

Uruguayan 

Montevideo 

peso - 100 cent&lmos 

Uzbekistan 

Uzbek 

Tashkent 

som 

Vanuatu 

Vanuatuan 

VUa 

vatu - 100 centimes 

Vatican City 

Vatican/— 

— 

euro -100 cents (formerly Italian lira) 

Venezuela 

Venezuelan 

Caracas 

bolivar - 100 centlmos 

Vietnam 

Vietnamese 

Hanoi 

dong - 10 hao or 100 xu 

Yemen 

Yemeni 

Sana'a 

rtyal - 100 fils 

Yugoslavia 

Yugoslav or Yugoslavian 

Belgrade 

dinar - 100 paras 

Zaire 

Zairean 

{see Congo, Democratic Republic of) 

Zambia 

Zambian 

Lusaka 

kwacha - 100 ngwee 

Zimbabwe 

Zimbabwean 

Harare 

dollar - 100 cents 


©the course of history, progression, develop- 
ment, progress, advance, evolution, flow, 
movement, sequence, order, succession, nse. 
march, passage, passing ©what is the best 
course to adopt ? procedure, plan (of action), 
course/line of action, MO, modus operandi, 
practice, approach, technique, way, means, pol- 
icy, strategy, programme, formal praxis ©a 
waterlogged course racecourse, racetrack, track, 
ground ©a French course programme/course 
of study, curriculum, syllabus, classes, lec- 
tures, studies ©a course of antibiotics pro 
gramme, senes, sequence, system, schedule, 
regimen 

► verb tears coursed down her cheeks flow, pour, 
stream, run, rush, gush, cascade, flood, roll 

■ In due course at the appropriate time, 
when the time is npe, in time, in the fullness 
of time, in the course of time, at a later date, 
by and by, sooner or later, in the end. eventu- 
ally 

■ of course naturally, as might be expected, 
as you/one would expect, needless to say, cer- 
tainly, to be sure, as a matter of course, obvi- 
ously, it goes without saying, informal natch 

court ► noun © the court found him guilty: court 
of law, law court, bench, bar, judicature, tnbu- 
nal, chancery, assizes, ©walking m the castle 
court courtyard, quadrangle, square, close, en- 
closure, plaza, piazza, cloister; informal quad, 
©the King's's court, royal household, retinue, 
entourage, train, suite, courtiers, attendants 
©she made her way to the queen's court royal 
residence, palace, castle, chateau. 

► vtrto © a newspaper editor who was courted by se- 
nior politicians: curry favour with, cultivate, try 
to win over, make up to, ingratiate oneself 
with; informal suck up to, butter up; N Amer infor- 
mal shine up to; archaic blandish ©he was busily 
courting public attention: seek, pursue, go after, 
strive for, solicit, ©he's often courted controversy: 


risk, invite, attract, bring on oneself ©(dated) 
he's courting her sister woo, go out with, pursue, 
run after, chase, pay court to. informal date, see. 
go steady with, Austral informal track (square) 
with, dated set one’s cap at. romance, seek the 
hand of, make love to 

Courteous ►adjective polite, well mannered, 
civil, respectful, well behaved, well bred, well 
spoken, mannerly, gentlemanly, chivalrous, 
gallant, gracious, obliging, considerate, pleas- 
ant, cordial, urbane, polished, refined, courtly, 
civilized, archaic fair-spoken 
-opposites rude 

Courtesan ► noun ( archaic ) See prostitute noun 

courtesy ►noun politeness, courteousness, 
good manners, civility, respect, respectfulness, 
chivalry, gallantly, graciousness, consideration, 
thought, thoughtfulness, cordiality, urbanity, 
courtliness. 

courtier ► noun attendant, lord, lady, lady-in- 
waiting, steward, equerry, page, squire, histoncal 
liegeman. 

courtly ►adjective refined, polished, suave, 
cultivated, civilized, elegant, urbane, debonair, 
polite, civil, courteous, gracious, well man- 
nered, well bred, chivalrous, gallant, gentle- 
manly, ladylike, aristocratic, dignified, decor- 
ous, formal, ceremonious, stately. 

-opposites uncouth. 

courtship ►noun ©a whirlwind courtship: ro- 
mance, (love) affair; engagement, ©his courtship 
of Emma * wooing, courting, suit, pursuit; archaic 
addresses. 

courtyard ► noun quadrangle, cloister, 
square, plaza, piazza, close, enclosure, yard; in- 
formal quad 

Cove 1 ► noun a small sandy cove: bay , inlet, fjord, 
anchorage; Scottish (sea) loch; Irish lough. 
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COVe 2 ► noun (informal, dated) he's a firnny cove See 
fellow sense 1 

covenant ► noun a breach of the covenant, con 
tract, agreement, undertaking, commitment, 
guarantee, warrant, pledge, promise, bond, in- 
denture, pact, deal, settlement, arrangement, 
understanding. 

► verb the landlord covenants to repair the property 
undertake, contract, guarantee, pledge, prom' 
lse, agree, engage, warrant, commit oneself, 
bind oneself 

cover ►verb Qshc covered face with a towel pro 
tect, shield, shelter, hide, conceal, veil ©his 
car was covered in mud cake, coat, encrust, plas- 
ter. smother, daub, bedaub Qsnow covered the 
fields blanket, overlay, overspread, carpet, 
coat, poetic /literary mantle Qa course covering all 
aspects of the business deal with, consider, take 
in, include, involve, comprise, incorporate, em- 
brace 0 the trial was covered by a range of news- 
papers report on, write about, describe, com- 
mentate on. publish/broadcast details ot Qhe 
turned on the radio to cover their conversation 
mask, disguise, hide, camouflage, muffle, stifle, 
smother Ql'm covering for fill stand in for, fill 
m for, deputize for, take over from, relieve, 
take the place of, sit in for, understudy, hold 
the fort, informal sub for. N Amer informal pinch- 
hit for O can you make enough to cover your costs > 
pay (for), be enough for, fund, finance, pay 
back, make up for, offset Qyour home is covered 
against damage and loss insure, protect, secure, 
underwrite, assure, indemnify flj)wc covered 
ten miles each day travel, journey, go, do. tra- 
verse 

-opposites expose 

► noun Qa protective cover covering, sleeve, 
wrapping, wrapper, envelope, sheath, housing, 
jacket, casing, cowling, awning, canopy, tar- 
paulin ©a manhole cover lid, top, cap ©a book 
cover binding, jacket, dust jacket, dust cover, 
wrapper O (covers) she pulled the covers over her 
head bedclothes, bedding, sheets, blankets 
0 a thick cover of snow coating, coat, covering, 
layer, carpet, blanket, overlay, dusting, film, 
sheet, veneer, crust, skin, cloak, mantle, veil, 
pall, shroud © panicking onlookers ran for cover 
shelter, protection, refuge, sanctuary, haven, 
hiding place ©there is considerable game cover 
around the lake undergrowth, vegetation, 
greeneiy, woodland, trees, bushes, brush, 
scrub, plants, covert, thicket, copse, coppice 
Qthe company was a cover for an international 
swindle front, facade, smokescreen, screen, 
blind, camouflage, disguise, mask, cloak. 
Q(Bnt) your policy provides cover against damage 
by subsidence insurance, protection, security, 
assurance, indemnification, indemnity, com- 
pensation 

■ cover something up conceal, hide, keep 
secret/dark, hush up, draw a veil over, sup- 
press, sweep under the carpet, gloss over, znfor- 
mal whitewash, keep a/the lid on. 

coverage ►noun reportage, reporting, de- 
scription, treatment, handling, presentation, 
investigation, commentary; reports, articles, 
pieces, stones 

covering ►noun Qa canvas covering: awning, 
canopy, tarpaulin, cowling, casing, housing, 
wrapping, wrapper, cover, envelope, sheath, 
sleeve, jacket, lid, top, cap. ©a covering of snow 


layer, coating, coat, carpet, blanket, overlay, 
topping, dusting, film, sheet, veneer, crust, 
skin, cloak, mantle, veil 

► adjtctive a covering letter accompanying, ex- 
planatory, introductory, prefatory 

coverlet ►noun bedspread, bedcover, cover, 
throw, duvet, quilt; Bnt eiderdown, N Amer 
spread, comforter, dated counterpane 
covert ►adjective secret, furtive, clandestine, 
surreptitious, stealthy, cloak-and-dagger, hole- 
and-corner, backstairs, under-the-table, hugger- 
mugger, concealed, hidden, private, under- 
cover, underground, informal hush-hush 
-opposites overt 

COver-up ► noun whitewash, concealment, 
false front, facade, camouflage, disguise, mask 
-opposites expose 

Covet ► verb desire, yearn for, crave, have 
one’s heart set on. want, wish for, long for, 
hanker after/ for, hunger after/for, thirst for 
covetous ► adjective grasping, greedy, ac- 
quisitive, desirous, possessive, envious, green 
with envy, green-eyed 

COVey ► noun group, gang, troop, troupe, 
party, company, band, bevy, flock, knot, dus- 
ter. informal bunch, gaggle, posse, crew 

COW 1 ► noun a herd of cows See list at cattle 
COW 2 ►verb intimidate, daunt, browbeat, bully, 
tyrannize, scare, terrorize, frighten, dishearten, 
unnerve, subdue, informal psych out. bulldoze 
COWard ► noun weakling, milksop, namby- 
pamby. mouse, informal chicken, scaredy-cat, 
yellow-belly, sissy, baby, Bnt informal big girl’s 
blouse, N Amer informal pantywaist, pussy. 
Austral /NZ informal dingo, sook, archaic poltroon, 
caitiff 

-opposites hero 

cowardly ► adjective faint-hearted, lily- 
livered, spineless, chicken-hearted, craven, 
timid, timorous, fearful, pusillanimous, informal 
yellow, chicken, weak-kneed, gutless, yellow- 
bellied. wimpish, wimpy, Bnt infomial wet, archaic 
recreant 

-opposites brave 

Cowboy ► noun Q cowboys on horseback cattle 
man, cowhand, cowman, cowherd, herder, 
herdsman, drover, stockman, rancher, gaucho, 
vaquero, N Amer informal cowpuncher, cowpoke, 
broncobuster, N Amer dated buckaroo © (infor- 
mal) the builders were complete cowboys rogue, 
rascal, scoundrel, cheat, swindler, fraudster, 
fly-by-night 

cower ►verb cringe, shrink, crouch, recoil, 
flinch, puU back, draw back, tremble, shake, 
quake, blench, quail, grovel 
COy ► adjective arch, simpering, coquettish, flir- 
tatious, kittenish, skittish, demure, shy, mod- 
est, bashful, reticent, diffident, self-effacing, 
shrinking, timid. 

-opposites brazen 

COZen ► verb (poetic/ literary) See trick verb 
crabbed ►adjective Qher crabbed handwriting 
cramped, ill-formed, bad, illegible, unreadable, 
indecipherable, shaky, spidery ©a crabbed old 
man See crabby 

crabby ► adjective irritable, cantankerous, 
irascible, bad-tempered, grumpy, grouchy, crot- 
chety, tetchy, testy, crusty, curmudgeonly, ill- 
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tempered, ill-humoured, peevish, cross, frac- 
tious. pettish, crabbed, prickly, waspish, informal 
snappish, snappy, chippy, Brit informal shirty, 
stroppy, narky, ratty, N Amer informal cranky, or- 
nery, Austral l NZ informal snaky 
-opposites affable 

crack ►noun ©a cro** w the gloss split, break, 
chip, fracture, rupture, crazing ©a crock be- 
tween two rocks space, gap, crevice, fissure, 
cleft, breach, nft, cranny, chink, interstice 
©the crack of a nfle bang, report, explosion, 
detonation, pop, clap, crash ©a crack on the 
head blow, bang, hit, knock, rap, punch, 
thump, bump, smack, slap, informal bash, 
whack, thwack, clout, wallop, clip, biff, bop 
0 (informal) we’ll hove o crack at it attempt, try, 
informal go, shot, stab, whack, formal essay © (in- 
formal) cheap cracks about her clothes joke, witti- 
cism, quip, jibe, barb, taunt, sneer, insult, infor- 
mal gag, wisecrack, funny, dig 

► verb © the glass cracked in the heat break, split, 
fracture, rupture, snap ©she cracked him across 
the forehead hit, strike, smack, slap, beat, 
thump, knock, rap, punch, informal bash, whack, 
thwack, clobber, clout, clip, wallop, belt, biff, 
bop. sock, Bnt informal slosh, N Amer informal boff, 
bust, slug ©the witnesses cracked break down, 
give way, cave in, go to pieces, crumble, lose 
control, yield, succumb. © (informal) the naval 
code proved harder to crack decipher, interpret, 
decode, break, solve, resolve, work out, find 
the key to, informal figure out, suss out 

► adjective a crack shot expert, skilled, skilful, for- 
midable, virtuoso, masterly, consummate, ex- 
cellent, first-rate, first-class, marvellous, won- 
derful, magnificent, outstanding, superlative, 
deadly, informal great, superb, fantastic, ace, hot- 
shot, mean, demon, Bnt informal brilliant, N 
Amer informal cracker jack 

-opposites incompetent 

■ crack down on suppress, prevent, stop, put 
a stop to, put an end to, stamp out, eliminate, 
eradicate, clamp down on, get tough on. come 
down hard on, limit, restrain, restrict, check, 
keep in check, control, keep under control 

■ crack up (informal) break down, have a break-, 
down, lose control, go to pieces, go out of 
one's mind, go mad, informal lose it, fall/come 
apart at the seams, go crazy, freak out 

cracked ►adjective ©a cracked cup chipped. 
broken, crazed, fractured, splintered, split, 
damaged, defective, flawed, imperfect © (infor- 
mal) you’re cracked t See mad sense 1 

crackle ►verb sizzle, fizz, hiss, crack, snap, 
sputter, crepitate, technical decrepitate 

cradle ► noun Q the baby’s cradle crib, bassinet, 
Moses basket, cot, carrycot © the cradle of dem- 
ocracy birthplace, fount, fountainhead, source, 
spring, fountain, origin, place of origin, seat, 
poetic I literary wellspnng 

► verb she cradled his head in her arms' hold, sup- 
port, pillow, cushion, shelter, protect, rest, 
prop (up) 

craft ► noun ©a player with plenty of craft skill, 
skilfulness, ability, capability, competence, art, 
talent, flair, artistiy, dexterity, craftsmanship, 
expertise, proficiency, adroitness, adeptness, 
deftness, virtuosity ©the historian’s craft, activ- 
ity, occupation, profession, work, line of work, 
pursuit ©she used craft and diplomacy' cunning, 
craftiness, guile, wiliness, artfulness, devious- 


ness, slyness, trickery, duplicity, dishonesty, 
deceit, deceitfiilness. deception, intrigue, sub- 
terfuge, wiles, ploys, ruses, schemes, strata- 
gems, tncks ©a sailing craft vessel, ship, 
boat, poetic/ literary barque 

craftsman, craftswoman ►noun arti 

san, artist, skilled worker, expert, master, ar- 
chaic artificer, mechanic 

craftsmanship ►noun workmanship, artis- 
try, craft, art, handiwork, work, skill, skilful- 
ness, expertise, technique. 

crafty ► adjective cunning, wily, guileful, artful, 
devious, sly, tncky, scheming, calculating, de- 
signing, sharp, shrewd, astute, canny, duplici- 
tous, dishonest, deceitful, informal foxy, archaic 
subtle 

-opposites honest 

crag ►noun cliff, bluff, ndge, precipice, 
height, peak, tor, escarpment, scarp 

craggy ►adjective Qthe craggy cliffs steep, pre- 
cipitous, sheer, perpendicular, rocky, nigged, 
lagged © his craggy face rugged, rough-hewn, 
strong, manly, weather-beaten, weathered 

cram ►verb © wardrobes crammed with clothes 
fill, stuff, pack, jam, fill to overflowing, fill to 
the bnm, overload, crowd, throng, overcrowd 
©they all crammed into the car crowd, pack, 
pile, squash, wedge oneself, force one’s way 
©he crammed his clothes into a suitcase thrust, 
push, shove, force, ram, jam, stuff', pack, pile, 
squash, compress, squeeze, wedge Qmost of 
the students are cramming for exams revise, infor- 
mal swot, mug up, bone up 

cramp ►noun stomach cramps muscle- 
muscular spasm, pain, shooting pain, pang, 
stitch. Medicine clonus, hyperkinesis 
► verb tighter rules will cramp economic growth hin 
der, impede, inhibit, hamper, constrain, ham- 
stnng, interfere with, restrict, limit, shackle, 
slow down, check, arrest, curb, retard 

cramped ►adjective © cramped accommodation 
poky, uncomfortable, confined, restncted. con- 
stncted, small, tiny, narrow, crowded, packed, 
congested, archaic strait © cramped handwriting 
small, crabbed, illegible, unreadable, inde- 
cipherable 
-opposites spacious 

crane ► noun derrick, winch, hoist, davit, 
windlass, block and tackle 

cranium ►noun skull, head, N Amer informal 
brainpan 

Crank 1 ►verb you crank the engine by hand 
start, turn (over), get going 
■ crank something up (informal) increase, in- 
tensify, amplify, heighten, escalate, add to, 
augment, build up, expand, extend, raise, 
speed up, accelerate; informal up, jack up, hike 
up, step up, bump up, pump up 

Crank 2 ►noun they’re nothing but a bunch of 
cranks eccentric, oddity, madman/madwoman, 
lunatic, informal oddball, freak, weirdo, crackpot, 
loony, nut. nutcase, head case, maniac, Bnt infor- 
mal nutter; N Amer informal screwball, kook. 

Cranky ►adjective Q (informal) a cranky diet ec 
centric, bizarre, weird, peculiar, odd, strange, 
unconventional, left-field, unorthodox, outland- 
ish, silly, stupid, mad. crazy, idiotic, informal 
wacky, crackpot, nutty; Brit informal daft, potty. 
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N Amer informal wacko Q(N Amer informal) the 
children were tired and cranky See irritable 

Cranny ►noun chink, crack, crevice, slit, split, 
fissure, nft, cleft, opening, gap, aperture, cav- 
ity, hole, hollow, niche, comer, nook, inter- 
stice 

Crash ► verb O the car crashed into a tree smash 
into, collide with, be in collision with, hit, 
strike, ram, cannon into, plough into, meet 
head-on, run into, N Amer impact ©he crashed 
his car smash, wreck. Bnt write off, Brit informal 
prang, N Amer informal total ©waves crashed 
against the shore dash, batter, pound, lash, 
slam, be hurled O thunder crashed overhead 
boom, crack, roll, clap, explode, bang, blast, 
blare, resound, reverberate, rumble, thunder, 
echo 0 {informal) his clothing company crashed 
collapse, fold, fail, go under, go bankrupt, be- 
come insolvent, cease trading, go into receiver- 
ship. go into liquidation, be wound up, informal 
go broke, go bust, go to the wall, go belly up 

► noun Ou crash on the motorway accident, colli- 
sion. smash, road traffic accident, RTA, derail- 
ment, N Amer wreck, informal pile-up, Bnt informal 
prang, shunt ©a loud crash bang, smash, 
smack, crack, bump, thud, clatter, clunk, 
clonk, clang, report, detonation, explosion, 
noise, racket, clangour, din © the crash of her 
company collapse, failure, bankruptcy, insolv- 
ency, liquidation 

► adjective a crash course intensive, concentiated. 
rapid, short, accelerated-learning, total- 
lmmersion 

crass ►adjective stupid, insensitive, mindless, 
thoughtless, witless, oafish, boonsh, asinine, 
coarse, gioss, graceless, tasteless, tactless, 
clumsy, heavy-handed, blundering, informal ig- 
norant, pig-ignorant 
-opposite intelligent 

crate ► noun case, packing case, chest, tea 
chest, box, containei, receptacle 

Crater ► noun hollow, bowl, basin, hole, cav- 
ity. depression, Geology caldera, maar, solfataia 

crave ►verb long FOR, yearn for. desire, want, 
wish for, hunger for, thirst for, sigh for, pine 
for, hanker after, covet, lust after, ache for, set 
one’s heart on, dream of, be bent on, informal 
have a yen for, itch for, be dying for, archaic de- 
siderate 

craven ►adjective cowardly, lily-livered, faint- 
hearted. chicken-hearted, spineless, timid, tim- 
orous, fearful, pusillanimous, weak, feeble, in- 
formal yellow, chicken, weak-kneed, gutless, 
yellow-bellied, wimpish, contemptible, abject, 
ignominious, Bnt informal wet, archaic recreant 
-opposites brave 

Craving ► noun longing, yearning, desire, 
want, wish, hankering, hunger, thirst, appetite, 
greed, lust, ache, need, urge, informal yen, itch 

crawl ►verb Qthey crawled under the table 
creep, worm one’s way, go on all fours, go on 
hands and knees, wnggle, slither, squirm, 
scrabble © (informal) I'm not going to go crawling 
to him. grovel to. ingratiate oneself with, be 
obsequious to. kowtow to. pander to, toady to, 
truckle to, bow and scrape to, dance attend- 
ance on, curiy favour with, make up to, fawn 
on/over; informal suck up to, lick someone’s 
boots, butter up. ©the place was crawling with 
soldiers be full of, overflow with, teem with, 


be packed with, be crowded with, be alive 
with, be overrun with, swarm with, be brist- 
ling with, be infested with, be thick with; infor- 
mal be lousy with, be stuffed with, be jam- 
packed with, be chock-a-block with, be chock- 
full of 

Craze ► noun fad, fashion, trend, vogue, enthu- 
siasm, mama, passion, rage, obsession, compul- 
sion. fixation, fetish, fancy, taste, fascination, 
preoccupation, informal thing 

crazed ►adjective mad, insane, out of one’s 
mind, deranged, demented, certifiable, lunatic, 
psychopathic, wild, raving, berserk, manic, ma- 
niac. frenzied, informal crazy, mental, off one’s 
head, out of one’s head, raving mad See also 
crazy sense 1 
-oppositls sane 

crazy ►adjective ( informal) Qu crazy old man 
mad, insane, out of one’s mind, deranged, de- 
mented, not in one’s right mind, crazed, luna- 
tic, non compos mentis, unhinged, mad as a 
hatter, mad as a Maich hare, informal mental, off 
one's head, nutty (as a fruitcake), off one’s 
rocker, not right in the head, round the bend, 
raving mad, bats, batty, bonkers, cuckoo, 
loopy, loony, bananas, loco, with a screw loose, 
touched, gaga, doolally, not all there, out to 
lunch, away with the fairies, Bnt informal barmy, 
crackers, barking, potty, round the twist, off 
one’s trolley, not the full shilling, N Amer infor- 
mal nutso, out of one's tree, meshuga, wacko, 
gonzo, Austral /NZ informal bushed ©a crazy idea 
stupid, foolish, idiotic, silly, absurd, ridiculous, 
ludicrous, preposterous, farcical, laughable, ris- 
ible. nonsensical, imbecilic, hare-brained, half- 
baked, impracticable, unworkable, lll-con- 
ceived. senseless, informal cock-eyed, Bnt informal 
barmy, daft ©he’s crazy about her passionate 
about, very keen on, enamoured of, infatuated 
with, smitten with, devoted to, very enthusias- 
tic about, fanatical about, informal wild/mad/ 
nuts about, gone on, Bnt informal potty about 
-opposites sane, sensible, apathetic 

creak ►verb squeak, grate, rasp, groan, com- 
plain 

cream ►noun Qskin creams lotion, ointment, 
moisturizer, emollient, unguent, cosmetic, 
salve, rub, embrocation, balm, liniment ©the 
cream of the world’s photographers best, finest, 
pick, flower, creme de la creme, elite 
-opposites dregs 

► adjective a cream dress off-white, whitish, 
cream-coloured, creamy, ivory, yellowish-white 

Creamy ►adjective Qa creamy paste smooth, 
thick, velvety, whipped, nch, buttery © creamy 
flowers off-white, whitish, cream-coloured, 
cream, ivory, yellowish-white 
-opposites lumpy 

Crease ► noun o trousers with knife-edge creases. 
fold, line, ndge, pleat, tuck, furrow, groove, 
corrugation ©the creases at the comers of her 
eyes, wrinkle, line, crinkle, pucker, (creases) 
crow’s feet 

► verb her skirt was creased and stained crumple, 
wnnkle, cnnkle, line, scrunch up, rumple, 
ruck up. 

Create ►verb Qshe has created a work of stun- 
ning originality: produce, generate, bring into 
being, make, fabricate, fashion, build, con- 
struct; design, devise, originate, frame, de- 
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velop, shape, form, forge Q regular socializing 
creates a good team spirit bring about, give nse 
to, lead to, result in. cause, breed, generate, en- 
gender, produce, make for, promote, foster, 
sow the seeds of, contribute to ©the govern- 
ments planned to create a free-trade zone estab 
lish, found, initiate, institute, constitute, in- 
augurate, launch, set up, form, organize, de- 
velop ©she was created a life peer in 1990. ap 
point, make, invest as, install as 
-opposites destroy 

cro&tion ► noun Q the creation of a coalition gov- 
ernment establishment, formation, foundation, 
initiation, institution, inauguration, constitu- 
tion, production, generation, fabrication, fash- 
ioning, building, construction, origination, de- 
velopment ©the whole of creation the world, 
the universe, the cosmos, the living world, the 
natural world, nature, life, living things 
© Dickens's literary creations work, work of art, 
production, opus, oeuvre, achievement 
-opposites destruction 

creative ► adjective inventive, imaginative, in- 
novative. innovatory, experimental, original, 
artistic, expressive, inspired, visionary, enter- 
prising, resourceful 

creativity ► noun inventiveness, imagination, 
imaginativeness, innovation, innovativeness, 
originality, individuality, artistry, inspiration, 
vision, enterprise, initiative, resourcefulness 
creator ►noun author, writer, designer, de- 
viser, maker, producer, originator, inventor, 
architect, mastermind, prime mover, poetic/ 
literary begetter 

Creature ►noun Qthe earth and its creatures 
animal, beast, brute, living thing, living being, 
N Amer informal cotter © you're such a lazy crea- 
ture f person, individual, human being, charac- 
ter. soul, wretch, customer, informal devil, beg- 
gar, sort, type, Bnt informal bod, archaic wight 
©she was denounced as a creature of the liberals 
lackey, minion, hireling, servant, puppet, tool, 
cat’s paw, pawn, informal stooge, yes-man. Bnt in- 
formal poodle 

Credence ► noun Q the government placed little 
credence in the scheme belief, faith, trust, confi- 
dence. reliance Q later reports lent credence to 
this view credibility, plausibility, archaic credit 
Credentials ►plural noun documents, docu- 
mentation, papers, identity papers, bona fides, 
ID, ID card, identity card, passport, proof of 
identity, certificates, diplomas, certification 
credibility ► noun © the whole tale lacks credibil- 
ity plausibility, believability, tenability, prob- 
ability, feasibility, likelihood, credence, author- 
ity, cogency; archaic credit Qthe party lacked 
moral credibility trustworthiness, reliability, 
dependability, integrity 

credible ►adjective believable, plausible, ten- 
able, able to hold water, conceivable, likely, 
probable, possible, feasible, reasonable, with a 
ring of truth, persuasive 

credit ► noun © he never got much credit for the 
show’s success praise, commendation, acclaim, 
acknowledgement, recognition, kudos, glory, 
esteem, respect, admiration, tributes, bouquets, 
thanks, gratitude, appreciation, informal brownie 
points Qthe speech did his credit no good in the 
House of Commons: reputation, repute, image, 
(good) name, character, prestige, standing, sta- 


tus. estimation, credibility © (archaic) his theory 
has been given very little credit credence, belief, 
faith, trust, reliance, confidence 
► verb © the wise will seldom credit all they hear be 
lieve, accept, give credence to, trust, have faith 
m, informal buy, swallow, fall for, take some- 
thing as gospel Q the scheme’s success can be cred- 
ited to the team’s frugality ascribe, attribute, as- 
sign. accredit, chalk up, put down 

■ on credit on hire purchase, on (the) HP. by 
instalments, on account, informal on tick, on the 
slate, Bnt informal on the never-never 

creditable ►adjective commendable, praise- 
worthy, laudable, admirable, honourable, es- 
timable. mentonous, worthy, deserving, re- 
spectable 

-opposites deplorable 

Credulous ►adjective gullible, naive, over- 
trusting, over-trustful, easily taken m. impres- 
sionable, unsuspecting, unsuspicious, unwary, 
unquestioning, innocent, ingenuous, inexperi- 
enced, unsophisticated, unworldly, wide-eyed, 
informal bom yesterday, wet behind the ears 

-OPPOSITES SUSPICIOUS. 

creed ► noun Q people of many creeds and cul- 
tures faith, religion, religious belief, religious 
persuasion, Church, denomination, sect ©his 
political creed system of belief, (set of) beliefs, 
principles, articles of faith, ideology, credo, 
doctrine, teaching, dogma, tenets, canons 

creek ► noun inlet, arm of the sea, bay. estu- 
ary, bight, fjord, sound, Scottish firth, frith, (in 
Orkney <5 Shetland) voe 

creep ► verb © Tim crept out of the house tiptoe, 
steal, sneak, slip, slink, sidle, pad, edge, inch, 
skulk, prowl © ( informal) they’re always creeping to 
the boss grovel to, ingratiate oneself with, 
curry favour with, toady to, truckle to. kowtow 
to, bow and scrape to, pander to, fawn on/ 
over, make up to, informal crawl to, suck up to, 
lick someone’s boots, butter up 

creeper ► noun climbing plant, trailing plant, 
vine, climber, rambler 

creeps 

■ give someone the creeps (informal) repel. 
repulse, revolt, disgust, sicken, nauseate, make 
someone’s flesh creep, make someone’s skin 
crawl, scare, frighten, terrify, horrify, N Amer 
informal gross out 

Creepy ►adjective ( informal) frightening, eene, 
disturbing, sinister, weird, hair-raising, men- 
acing, threatening, Scottish eldritch, informal 
spooky, scaiy. 

crescent ► noun half-moon, sickle-shape, 
demilune, lunula, lunette, arc, curve, bow 

Crest ►noun Qthe bird’s crest: comb, plume, 
tuft of feathers Qthe crest of the hill, summit, 
peak, top, tip, pmnacle, brow, crown, apex 
© the Duke of Wellington’s crest insignia, regalia, 
badge, emblem, heraldic device, coat of arms, 
arms, Heraldry bearing, charge. 

crestfallen ►adjective downhearted, down- 
cast, despondent, disappointed, disconsolate, 
disheartened, discouraged, dispirited, dejected, 
depressed, desolate, in the doldrums, sad. 
glum, gloomy, dismayed, doleful, miserable, 
unhappy, woebegone, forlorn; informal blue, 
down in the mouth, down in the dumps. 
-opposites cheerful. 
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Cricketing Terms and Expressions 


all-rounder 

declare 

keeper 

out 

sftty point 

appeal 

deep midwicket 

last man 

outfield 

single 

bails 

deep square leg 

(ate cut 

outs winger 

six 

ball 

dismiss 

leg before wicket 

over 

skyer/skler 

ball-tampering 

doily 

(Ibw) 

overarm 

slip 

bat 

drive 

leg break 

overpftch 

slog 

batsman/ 

duck 

leg bye 

overthrow 

spin 

batswoman 

extra cover 

leg side 

pace 

spinner 

batting crease 

extras 

lob 

paceman 

square 

bodyline bowling 

fielder 

long hop 

partnership 

square cut 

bouncer 

fieldsman 

long leg 

pitch 

square teg 

boundary 

fine (eg 

tong off 

pitch of the bait 

stonewalling 

bowler 

follow on 

long on 

point 

striker 

bowling crease 

four 

(ongstop 

popping crease 

stumped 

break 

full pitch 

maiden over 

return crease 

stumps 

bye 

full toss 

mid-off 

round-arm 

sundries 

century 

glance 

mld-on 

bowling 

third man 

chinaman 

googly 

midwicket 

run 

third umpire 

chucker 

gully 

misfield 

runner 

top-spinner 

cover drive 

hat-trick 

nightwatchman 

run out 

twelfth man 

cover point 

hit wicket 

no-ball (nb) 

run-up 

umpire 

the covers 

hook 

non-striker 

seam bowler 

wicket 

crease 

how's that?/ 

off drive 

seamer 

wicketkeeper 

cut 

howzat? 

off side 

short leg 

wide 

daisy-cutter 

infield 

on drive 

short mid wicket 

yorker 

dead bat 

innings 

opener 

silly mkl-off 


declaration 

inswinger 

opening batsman 

silly mid-on 



crevasse ►noun CHASM, abyss, fissure, cleft, 
crack, split, breach, rift, hole, cavity 

crevice ►noun crack, fissuie, cleft, chink, in- 
terstice, cranny, nook, slit, split, rift, fracture, 
breach, opening, gap, hole 

crew ►noun Qthe ship’s crew sailors, man- 
ners, hands, ship’s company, ship’s comple- 
ment © u crew of cameramen and sound engineers 
team, group, company, unit, corps, party, gang 
Q (informal) a crew of inebriated locals crowd, 
group, band, gang, mob, pack, troop, swarm, 
herd, posse, informal bunch, gaggle 

crib ► noun Qthe baby's mb cot, cradle, bas- 
sinet. Moses basket, carrycot Qthe oxen’s cribs 
manger, stall, feeding trough, fodder rack 

► verb {informal) she mbbed the plot from a Shake - 
speare play copy, plagiarize, poach, appropn- 
ate, steal, ‘borrow’, informal np off, lift, Bnt infor- 
mal nick, pinch 

crick ►verb strain, twist, nek, sprain, pull, 
wrench, injure, hurt, damage 

cricket ► noun. See list 

Crime ► noun Q kidnapping is a very serious crime 
offence, unlawful act, illegal act, felony, mis- 
demeanour, misdeed, wrong, Law tort ©t he in- 
crease in mme. lawbreaking, delinquency, 
wrongdoing, cnminahty, misconduct, illegality, 
villainy, informal crookedness, Law malfeasance 
©a crime against humanity sin, evil, immoral 
act. wrong, atrocity, abomination, disgrace, 
outrage 

Criminal ► noun a convicted criminal: lawbreak- 
er, offender, villain, delinquent, felon, convict, 
malefactor, wrongdoer, culprit, miscreant, 
thief, burglar, robber, armed robber, guimian, 
gangster, terrorist; informal crook, con, jailbird, 
(old) lag; N Amer informal hood, yardbird, Austral / 
HZ informal enm; Law malfeasant 

► adjective Q criminal conduct' unlawful, illegal, il- 


licit. lawless, felonious, delinquent, fraudulent, 
actionable, culpable, villainous, nefarious, cor- 
rupt, wrong, bad, evil, wicked, iniquitous, infor- 
mal crooked, Bnt informal bent. Law malfeasant 
Q (informal) a criminal waste of taxpayer's money 
deplorable, shameful, reprehensible, disgrace- 
ful, inexcusable, unforgivable, unpardonable, 
outrageous, monstrous, shocking, scandalous, 
wicked 

-opposites lawful 

crimp ► verb pleat, flute, corrugate, ruffle, 
fold, crease, cnnkle, pucker, gather; pinch, 
compress, press together, squeeze together 

Climped ►adjective mmped blonde hair curly, 
wavy, curled, frizzy, nnglety 

Cringe ►verb Qshe mnged as he bellowed in her 
ear cower, shrink, recoil, shy away, flinch, 
blench, draw back, shake, tremble, quiver, 
quail, quake © it makes me mnge when I think of 
it wince, shudder, squirm, feel embarrassed/ 
mortified 

crinkle ► verb wrinkle, crease, pucker, furrow, 
corrugate, line, rumple, scrunch up, ruck up 

crinkly ► adjective wrinkled, wrinkly, crinkled, 
creased, crumpled, rumpled, enmped, corru- 
gated, fluted, puckered, fin-owed, wavy 

cripple ►verb Qthe accident crippled her dis 
able, paralyse, immobilize, lame, incapacitate, 
handicap. © the company had been crippled by the 
recession * devastate, ruin, destroy, wipe out, 
paralyse, hamstring, bring to a standstill, put 
out of action, put out of business, bankrupt, 
break, bnng someone to their knees. 

crippled ► adjective disabled, paralysed, incap- 
acitated, physically handicapped, lame, immo- 
bilized, tedndden, confined to a wheelchair; 
euphemistic physically challenged; archaic halt. 

Crisis ► noun O the situation had reached a crisis 
critical point, turning point, crossroads, cli- 
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mactenc, head, moment of truth, zero hour, 
point of no return, Rubicon, doomsday, informal 
crunch ©the current economic crisis emergency, 
disaster, catastrophe, calamity, predicament, 
plight, mess, trouble, dire straits, difficulty, ex- 
tremity 

crisp * adjective Ocnsp baron crunchy, cnspy, 
brittle, crumbly, friable, breakable, firm, dry 
0a cnsp autumn day invigorating, bracing, 
bnsk, fresh, refreshing, exhilarating, tonic, 
energizing, cool, chill, chilly, cold, informal 
nippy, Bnt informal parky © her answer was cnsp 
brisk, decisive, businesslike, no-nonsense, inci- 
sive, to the point, matter of fact, brusque, 
terse, succinct, concise, brief, short, short and 
sweet, laconic, informal snappy © cnsp white bed - 
ltnen smooth, uncreased, ironed, starched 
-opposites soft, sultry, rambling 

Criterion ► noun standard, specification, 
measure, gauge, test, scale, benchmark, yard- 
stick, touchstone, barometer, principle, rule, 
law, canon 

critic ► noun Qa literary mtic reviewer, com- 
mentator, evaluator, analyst, judge, pundit 
©critics of the government detractor, attacker, 
fault-finder 

critical ► adjective O a highly critical report cen 
sorious, condemnatory, condemning, denunci- 
atory, disparaging, disapproving, scathing, 
fault-finding, judgemental, negative, unfavour- 
able, informal nit-picking, picky ©a cntical essay 
evaluative, analytical, interpretative, exposi- 
tory. explanatory © the situation is cntical 
grave, senous, dangerous, nsky. perilous, haz- 
ardous. precarious, touch-and-go. in the bal- 
ance, uncertain, parlous, desperate, dire, acute, 
life-and-death ©the choice oj matenals is cntical 
for product safety crucial, vital, essential, of the 
essence, all-important, paramount, fundamen- 
tal, key. pivotal, decisive, deciding, climacteric 
-opposites complimentary, unimportant 

criticism ► noun O she was stung by his criticism 
censure, condemnation, denunciation, disap- 
proval, disparagement, opprobrium, fault- . 
finding, attack, broadside, brickbats, stricture, 
recrimination, informal flak, a bad press, pan- 
ning; Bnt informal stick, slating, formal excon- 
ation © literary criticism evaluation, assess- 
ment, appraisal, analysis, judgement, commen- 
tary, interpretation, explanation, explication, 
elucidation 

criticize ►verb find fault with, censure, de- 
nounce, condemn, attack, lambaste, pillory, 
rail against, inveigh against, arraign, cast as- 
persions on, pour scorn on, disparage, deni- 
grate, give a bad press to, run down, informal 
knock, pan, slam, hammer, lay into, pull to 
pieces, pick holes in. Bnt informal slag off, slate, 
rubbish, N Amer. informal pummel, trash, Austral / 
NZ informal bag, monster, formal exconate. 
-opposites praise 

critique ► noun analysis, evaluation, assess- 
ment, appraisal, appreciation, criticism, review, 
study, commentary, exposition, exegesis 

crock ► noun Qa crock of honey pot, jar; jug, 
pitcher, ewer; container, receptacle, vessel, 
©(crocks) a pile of dirty crocks See crockery 
0 (informal) he's a bit of an old crock invalid, val- 
etudinarian; geriatric, dotard; informal crumbly, 
wnnkly 


crockery ► noun dishes, crocks, china, table- 
ware, plates, bowls, cups, saucers See list at 

POTTERY 

crony ► noun ( informal) friend, companion, 
bosom friend, intimate, confidant(e), familiar, 
associate, comrade, informal pal, chum, sidekick, 
Bnt informal mate, N Amer informal buddy, amigo, 
compadre, archaic compeer 

Crook ► noun © (informal) a smalltime crook, crim 
inal, lawbreaker, offender, villain, delinquent, 
felon, convict, malefactor, culprit, wrongdoer, 
rogue, scoundrel, cheat, swindler, racketeer, 
confidence trickster, thief, robber, burglar, infor- 
mal (old) lag, shark, con man, con, jailbird, N 
Amer informal hood, yardbird, Austral /NZ mfonnal 
crim, Law malfeasant ©the crook of a tree 
branch bend, fork, curve, angle 

► verb he crooked his finger and called the waiter 
cock, flex, bend, curve, curl 

Crooked ► adjective © narrow, crooked streets 
winding, twisting, zigzag, meandering, tortu- 
ous, serpentine ©a crooked spine bent, twist- 
ed. misshapen, deformed, malformed, contort- 
ed. out of shape, wry, warped, bowed, distort- 
ed, Scottish thrawn © the picture over the bed 
looked crooked lopsided, askew, awry, off- 
centre. uneven, out of true, out of line, asym- 
metrical, tilted, at an angle, aslant, slanting, 
squint, Scottish agley, informal cock-eyed, Bnt infor- 
mal skew-whiff, wonky © (informal) a crooked cop 
| crooked deals dishonest, unscrupulous, un- 
principled, untrustworthy, corrupt, corruptible, 
buyable, venal, criminal, illegal, unlawful, ne- 
farious, fraudulent, Brit informal bent, dodgy 
-opposites straight, honest 
croon ► verb sing softly, hum. warble, trill 
Crop ►noun 0 some farmers lost their entire crop 
harvest, year's growth, yield, fruits, produce 
©a bumper crop of mail batch, lot, assortment, 
selection, collection, supply, intake ©the bird's 
crop craw, gullet, throat ©a rider's crop whip. 
switch, cane, stick 

► verb ©she's had her hair cropped cut short, cut, 
clip, shear, shave, lop off. chop off, hack off, 
dock ©a flock of sheep were cropping the turf 
graze on, browse on, feed on, nibble, eat 
Qthe hay was cropped several times this summer 
harvest, reap, mow, gather (in), collect, pick, 
bnng home 

■ crop up happen, occur, arise, turn up, spring 
up, pop up, emerge, materialize, surface, ap- 
pear, come to light, present itself, poetic/ literary 
come to pass, befall, archaic hap 

Cross ► noun ©a bronze cross crucifix, rood 
©we all have our crosses to bear burden, trouble, 
worry, trial, tribulation, affliction, curse, bane, 
misfortune, adversity, hardship, vicissitude; 
millstone, albatross, thorn in one’s flesh/side, 
misery, woe, pain, sorrow, suffering; mfonnal 
hassle, headache. ©a cross between a yak and a 
cow hybrid, hybridization, cross-breed, half- 
breed, mongrel; mixture, amalgam, blend, 
combination. 

► verb ©they crossed the hills on foot: travel 
across, traverse, range over; negotiate, navi- 
gate, cover ©a lake crossed by a fine stone bridge. 
span, bridge; extend/stretch across, pass over, 
©the point where the two roads cross : intersect, 
meet, join, connect, criss-cross. © no one dared 
cross him oppose, resist, defy, obstruct, impede, 
hinder, hamper, contradict, argue with, quarrel 
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with, stand up to, take a stand against, take 
issue with, formal gainsay Q the breed was crossed 
with the similarly coloured Friesian hybridize, 
cross-breed, interbreed, cross-fertilize, cross- 
pollinate 

► adjective Jane was getting cross angry, annoyed, 
irate, lmtated, in a bad mood, vexed, irked, 
piqued, out of humour, put out, displeased, ir- 
ntable, short-tempered, bad-tempered, snap- 
pish, crotchety, grouchy, grumpy, fractious, 
testy, tetchy, crabby, informal mad, hot under 
the collar, peeved, nied, snappy, on the wai- 
path, up in arms, steamed up, in a paddy. Bnt 
informal aerated, shirty, stroppy. latty, N Amer in - 
formal sore, bent out of shape, teed off. ticked 
off; Austral JNZ informal ropeable, snaky, crook 
-opposites pleased 

■ cross something out dflete, strike out. ink 
out, score out. edit out. blue-pencil, cancel, ob- 
literate, Pnnting dele 

Cross-examine ►verb interrogate, ques- 
tion, cross-question, quiz, catechize, give some 
one the third degree, informal grill, pump, put 
someone through the wringer/mangle 
cross-grained ► adjective bad-tempered, can- 
tankerous. irascible, grumpy, grouchy, awk- 
ward. perverse, contrary, uncooperative, un- 
helpful, obstructive, disobliging, recalcitrant, 
stubborn, obstinate, mulish, pig-headed, in- 
tractable, informal cussed, Bnt informal bloody- 
minded, bolshie, stroppy, N Amer informal balky, 
formal refractory 
-opposites good-humoured 
Crossing ►noun Qa busy road crossing junc 
tion. crossroads, intersection, interchange, 
level crossing 0 a short ferry crossing journey, 
passage, voyage 

crosswise, crossways ► adverb diag 
onally, obliquely, transversely, aslant, corner- 
wise, at an angle, on the bias, N Amer cater- 
comered, kitty-comer 
crotch ► noun groin, crutch, lap 
crotchet ► noun WHIM, whimsy, fancy, notion, 
vagary, caprice, foible, quirk, eccentricity, ar- 
chaic megnm 

crotchety ►adjective bad-tempered, uascible, 
irritable, grumpy, grouchy, cantankerous, 
short-tempered, tetchy, testy, curmudgeonly, 
ill-tempered, ill-humoured, peevish, cross, frac- 
tious, pettish, waspish, crabbed, crabby, crusty, 
pnckly, touchy, informal snappish, snappy, 
chippy, Bnt informal shirty, stroppy, narky, ratty, 
N Amer informal cranky, ornery, Austral fNZ informal 
snaky 

-opposites good-humoured 
crouch ►verb squat, bend (down), hunker 
down, hunch over, stoop, kneel (down), duck, 
cower. 

crow ►verb Qa cock crowed cry, squawk, 
screech, caw 0 try to avoid crowing about your 
success * boast, brag, trumpet, swagger, swank, 
gloat, show off, preen oneself, sing one’s own 
praises, blow one’s own trumpet, informal talk 
big, lay it on thick. Austral / NZ informal skite. 
crowd ►noun Qa crowd of people throng, 
horde, mass, multitude, host, army, herd, 
flock, drove, swarm, sea, troupe, pack, press, 
crush, mob, rabble, collection, company, gath- 
ering, assembly, assemblage, congregation; infor- 
mal gaggle, bunch, gang, posse, archaic rout 


Qshe wanted to stand out from the crowd major 
ity, multitude, common people, populace, gen- 
eral public, masses, rank and file, Bnt informal 
Joe Public ©he's been hanging round with Hurley’s 
crowd set, group, circle, clique, cotene, camp, 
informal gang, crew, lot ©the final attracted a 
capacity crowd audience, spectators, listeners, 
viewers, house, turnout, attendance, gate, con- 
gregation, Bnt informal punters 

► verb Q reporters crowded round her cluster, 
flock, swarm, mill, throng, huddle, gather, as- 
semble, congregate, converge Qthe guests all 
crowded into the dining room surge, push one’s 
way, jostle, elbow one’s way, squeeze, pile, 
cram ©the quayside was crowded with holiday- 
makers throng, pack, jam, cram, fill Qstop 
crowding me pressurize, pressure, harass, 
hound, pester, harry, badger, nag, informal has- 
sle, lean on 

Crowded ► adjective packed, full, filled to cap- 
acity, full to bursting, congested, overcrowded, 
overflowing, teeming, swarming, thronged, 
populous, overpopulated, busy, mfomial jam- 
packed. stuffed, chock-a-block, chock-full, 
bursting at the seams, full to the gunwales, 
wall-to-wall, Austral I NZ informal chocker 
-opposites deserted 

crown ►noun Q a jewelled crown coronet, dia- 
dem, circlet, poetic l literary coronal, histoncal taj 
Qthe world heavyweight crown title, award, ac- 
colade, distinction, trophy, cup. medal, plate, 
shield, belt, prize, laurels, bays, palm ©Jus 
Jamilv were loyal servants of the Crown monarch, 
sovereign, king, queen, emperor, empress, 
monarchy, royalty, informal royals Qthe crown of 
the hill top, crest, summit, peak, pinnacle, tip. 
head, brow, apex 

► verb QDavid II was crowned in 1331 enthrone. 
install, invest, induct Qa teaching post at Har- 
vard crowned his career round off, cap. be the 
climax of. be the culmination of, top off, con- 
summate, perfect, complete, put the finishing 
touch(es) to ©a steeple crowned by a gilded wea- 
thercock top, cap, tip, head, surmount © {infor- 
mal) someone crowned him with a poker See hit verb 
sense 1 

crucial ►adjective Q negotiations were at a cru- 
cial stage pivotal, critical, key, climacteric, de- 
cisive, deciding, life-and-death Q confidentiality 
is crucial in this case all-important, of the ut- 
most importance, of the essence, critical, pre- 
eminent, paramount, essential, vital 
-opposites unimportant 

crucify ►verb ©two thieves were crucified with 
Jesus nail to a cross, execute, put to death, 
kill Qshe had been crucified by his departure dev 
astate, crush, shatter, cut to the quick, 
wound, pain, harrow, torture, torment, agon- 
ize © (informal) the fans would crucify us if we lost 
See criticize 

crude ► adjective Q crude oil. unrefined, unpun- 
fied, unprocessed, untreated, unmilled, unpol- 
ished; coarse, raw, natural Qa crude barricade 
primitive, simple, basic, homespun, rudimen- 
tary, rough, rough and ready, rough-hewn, 
make-do, makeshift, improvised, unfinished, 
dated rude © crude jokes vulgar, rude, naughty, 
suggestive, bawdy, off colour, indecent, ob- 
scene, offensive, lewd, salacious, licentious, rib- 
ald, coarse, uncouth, indelicate, tasteless, crass, 
smutty, dirty, filthy, scatological; informal blue 
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-opposites refined, sophisticated 
Cruel ► adjective Qa cruel man brutal, savage, 
inhuman, barbaric, barbarous, brutish, blood- 
thirsty, murderous, vicious, sadistic, wicked, 
evil, fiendish, diabolical, monstrous, abomin- 
able, callous, ruthless, merciless, pitiless, re- 
morseless, uncaring, heartless, stony-hearted, 
hard-hearted, cold-blooded, cold-hearted, un- 
feeling, unkind, inhumane, dated dastardly, 
poetic/ literary fell ©her death was a cruel blow 
harsh, severe, bitter, harrowing, heartbreak- 
ing, heart-rending, painful, agonizing, traumat- 
ic, formal grievous 
-opposites compassionate 
cruelty ► noun brutality, savagery, inhuman- 
ity, barbarity, barbarousness, brutishness, 
bloodthirstiness, viciousness, sadism, wicked- 
ness, callousness, ruthlessness, lack of compas- 
sion 

Cruise ►noun a cruise down the Nile boat trip, 
sea trip, voyage, journey 

► vtrb ©she cruised across the Atlantic sail, voyage, 
journey ©a taxi cruised past drive slowly, 
drift, informal mosey, tootle, Bnt informal pootle 

Crumb ►noun fragment, bit, morsel, particle, 
speck, scrap, shred, sliver, atom, grain, trace, 
tinge, mite, iota, jot, whit, ounce, scintilla, 
soup^on, informal smidgen, tad 
Crumble ►verb disintegrate, fall apart, fall to 
pieces, fall down, break up, collapse, fragment, 
decay, fall into decay, deteriorate, degenerate, 
go to rack and ruin, decompose, rot, moulder, 
pensh 

crumbly ► adjective brittle, breakable, friable, 
powdery, granular, short, crisp, crispy 
Crumple ►verb ©she crumpled the note in her 
fist crush, scrunch up, screw up. squash, 
squeeze, Bnt scrumple ©hi s trousers were dirty 
and crumpled crease, wnnkle, crinkle, rumple, 
ruck up ©her resistance crumpled collapse, 
give way, cave in, go to pieces, break down, 
crumble, be overcome 

Crunch ► verb she crunched the biscuit with relish 
munch, chomp, champ, scrunch, bite into 

► noun ( informal ) when the crunch comes, shell be 
forced to choose moment of truth, critical point, 
crux, cnsis, decision time, zero hour, point of 
no return, showdown 

Crusade ►noun ©the medieval crusades holy 
war; Islam jihad ©a crusade against crime cam 
paign, dnve, push, movement, effort, struggle, 
battle, war, offensive 

► verb she likes crusading for the cause of the under- 
dog’ campaign, fight, do battle, battle, take up 
arms, take up the cudgels, work, strive, strug- 
gle, agitate, lobby, champion, promote 

Crusader ►noun campaigner, fighter, cham- 
pion, advocate, reformer 

Crush ►verb © essential oils are released when the 
herbs are crushed squash, squeeze, press, com- 
press, pulp, mash, macerate, mangle; flatten, 
trample on, tread on; informal squidge, splat, N 
Amer informal smush. ©your dress will get crushed 
crease, crumple, rumple, wnnkle, cnnkle, 
scrunch up, ruck up; But scrumple up © crush 
the biscuits with a rolling pin: pulverize, pound, 
grind, break up, smash, crumble, mill; technical 
triturate, comminute, archaic bray, levigate 
©he crushed her in his arms’ hug, squeeze, hold 
tight, embrace, enfold. © the new regime crushed 


all popular uprisings suppress, put down, quell, 
quash, stamp out, put an end to, overcome, 
overpower, defeat, tnumph over, break, re- 
press, subdue, extinguish QAIan was crushed by 
her words mortify, humiliate, abash, chagnn, 
deflate, demoralize, flatten, squash, devastate, 
shatter, put someone in their place, informal 
shoot down m flames, cut down to size, knock 
the stuffing out of 

► noun ©the crush of people crowd, throng, 
horde, swarm, sea, mass, pack, press, mob, ar- 
chaic rout © {informal) a teenage crush infatu 
ation, obsession, love, passion, informal pash, 
puppy love, calf love ©lemon crush ■ squash. 
fruit juice, cordial, dnnk 

crust ►noun ©a crust of ice covering, layer, 
coating, cover, coat, sheet, thickness, film, 
skm, topping, incrustation, scab ©the earth's 
crust See list © ( informal) I’m just trying to earn an 
honest crust living, livelihood, income, daily 
bread, means of subsistence, informal bread and 
butter 


Layers of the Earth’s Crust 


asthe nosphere 
continental crust 
lithosphere 
lower mantle 
Mohorovifk 
discontinuity 


oceanic crust 
slal 

transition zone 
upper mantle 


Crusty ►adjective © crusty French bread crisp, 
crispy, well baked, crumbly, brittle, friable 
©a crusty old man irritable, cantankerous, 
irascible, bad-tempered, ill-tempered, grumpy, 
grouchy, crotchety, short-tempered, tetchy, 
testy, crabby, curmudgeonly, peevish, cross, 
fractious, pettish, crabbed, pnckly, waspish, 
peppery. cross-grained, informal snappish, 
snappy, chippy, Bnt mfonnal stroppy, narky, 
ratty; N Amer mfonnal cranky, omeiy, Austral /NZ 
mfonnal snaky 

-opposites soft, good-natured 

crux ►noun nub, heart, essence, central point, 
main point, core, centre, nucleus, kernel, infor- 
mal the bottom line 

cry ► verb QMandy started to cry weep, shed 
tears, sob, wail, cry one’s eyes out, bawl, howl, 
snivel, whimper, squall, mewl, bleat, lament, 
gneve, mourn, keen, Scottish greet, informal boo- 
hoo, blub, blubber, turn on the waterworks. 
Bnt mfonnal gnzzle, poetic /literary pule ©'Wait'' he 
cried call, shout, exclaim, sing out, yell, 
shnek, scream, screech, bawl, bellow, roar, vo- 
ciferate, squeal, yelp, informal holler, dated ejacu- 
late 

-opposites laugh, whisper 

► noun © Leonora had a good cry: sob, weep, cry- 
ing fit Qa cry of despair call, shout, exclam- 
ation, yell, shriek, scream, screech, bawl, bel- 
low, roar, howl, yowl, squeal, yelp, intellec- 
tion, mfonnal holler; dated ejaculation. 0 fund- 
raisers have issued a cry for help' appeal, plea, en- 
treaty, cry from the heart, cn de coeur. 

■ cry someone/somethlng down ( dated) dis- 
parage. run down, belittle, make light of. deni- 
grate, decry, deprecate, depreciate, play down, 
trivialize, minimize; archaic hold cheap. 
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■ cry off ( tnformaf) back out, pull out, cancel, 
withdraw, beg off, excuse oneself, change one’s 
mind; informal get cold feet, cop out 
crypt ► noun tomb, vault, mausoleum, bunal 
chamber, sepulchre, catacomb, ossuary, under- 
croft 

cryptic * adjective enigmatic, mystenous, con- 
fusing. mystifying, perplexing, puzzling, ob- 
scure, abstruse, arcane, oracular, Delphic, am- 
biguous, elliptical, oblique, informal as clear as 
mud 

-opposites clear 

CUb ► noun Qa lioness and her cubs (cubs) 
young, offspring, pups, archaic whelps Qa cub 
reporter trainee, apprentice, probationer, nov- 
ice, tyro, learner, beginner, N Amer tenderfoot, 
informal rookie, newbie, N Amer informal green- 
horn, probie 
-opposites veteran 

cubbyhole ► noun small room, booth, cu- 
bicle. den, snug, N Amer cubby 
Cube ► noun Qa shape that was neither a cube nor 
a sphere hexahedron, cuboid, parallelepiped 
©a cube of soap block, lump, chunk, bnck 
Cuddle ► verb Qshe picked up the baby and cud- 
dled her hug, embrace, clasp, hold tight, hold/ 
fold in one’s arms ©the pair were kissing and 
cuddling embrace, hug, caress, pet, fondle, infor- 
mal canoodle, smooch, informal, dated spoon, bill 
and coo ei cuddled up to him snuggle, nestle, 
curl, nuzzle, burrow against 
cuddly ► adjective huggable, cuddlesome, 
plump, curvaceous, rounded, buxom, soft, 
warm, attractive, endearing, lovable, N Amer in- 
formal zaftig 

CUdgel ► noun a thick wooden cudgel club, 
bludgeon, stick, truncheon, baton, blackthorn, 
shillelagh, mace, N Amer blackjack, billy, night- 
stick, Brit life preserver, Bnt informal cosh 
► verb she was cudgelled to death bludgeon, club, 
beat, batter, bash. Brit informal cosh 
cue ► noun signal, sign, indication, prompt, re- 
minder, nod, word, gesture 
cuff ► verb Cullam cuffed him on the head hit, 
strike, slap, smack, thump, beat, punch, informal 
clout, wallop, belt, whack, thwack, bash, clob- 
ber, bop, biff, sock, Bnt informal slosh. N Amer in- 
formal boff, slug, archaic smite 
■ off the cuff (informal) Q an off-the-cuff remark 
impromptu, extempore, ad lib; unrehearsed, un- 
scripted, unprepared, improvised, spontaneous, 
unplanned ©I spoke off the cuff without prep 
aration, without rehearsal, impromptu, ad lib, 
informal off the top of one’s head 
cuisine ►noun cooking, cookery, haute cuis- 
ine. cordon bleu, nouvelle cuisine 
cul-de-sac ►noun no through road, blind 
alley, dead end 

CUll ► verb Q anecdotes culled from Greek history 
select, choose, pick, take, obtain, glean Qhe 
sees culling deer as a necessity * slaughter, kill, 
destroy 

culminate ►verb the festival culminated in a 
dramatic fire-walking ceremony * come to a climax, 
come to a head, peak, climax, reach a pinna- 
cle; build up to, lead up to. end with, finish 
with, conclude with. 

Culmination ►noun climax, pinnacle, peak, 
high point, highest point, height, high water 


mark, top, summit, crest, zenith, crowning mo- 
ment, apotheosis, apex, apogee, consumma- 
tion. completion, finish, conclusion 
-opposites nadir 

culpable ► adjective to blame, guilty, at fault, 
in the wrong, answerable, accountable, respon- 
sible, blameworthy, censurable 
-opposites innocent 

culprit ►noun guilty party, offender, wrong- 
doer, miscreant, criminal, malefactor, law- 
breaker, felon, delinquent, informal baddy, crook 

cult ► noun Qa religious cult sect, denomin- 
ation, group, movement, church, persuasion, 
body, faction ©the cult of youth m Hollywood 
obsession with, fixation on, mama for, passion 
for, idolization of, devotion to, worship of, ven- 
eration of 

Cultivate ►verb Qthe peasants cultivated the 
land till, plough, dig, hoe, farm, work, fertil- 
ize. mulch ©they were encouraged to cultivate 
basic food crops grow, raise, rear, plant, sow 
0 Tessa tried to cultivate her win someone's 
friendship, woo, court, pay court to, keep 
sweet, curry favour with, ingratiate oneself 
with, informal get in someone’s good books, but- 
ter up, suck up to, N Amer informal shine up to 
Qhe wants to cultivate his mind improve, better, 
refine, elevate, educate, train, develop, ennch 

cultivated ► adjective cultured, educated, 
well read, civilized, enlightened, discerning, 
discriminating, refined, polished, sophisticated, 
urbane, cosmopolitan 

cultivation ►noun. See farming 
cultural ►adjective Q cultural differences ethnic, 
racial, folk, societal, lifestyle © cultural achieve- 
ments aesthetic, artistic, intellectual, educa- 
tional, edifying, civilizing 
culture ►noun Q20th century popular culture 
the arts, the humanities, intellectual achieve- 
ment, literature, music, painting, philosophy 
0a man of culture intellectual/artistic aware 
ness, education, cultivation, enlightenment, 
discernment, discrimination, good taste, taste, 
refinement, polish, sophistication QAfro- 
Caribbean culture civilization, society, way of 
life, lifestyle, customs, traditions, hentage, 
habits, ways, mores, values Qthe culture of 
crops cultivation, farming, agriculture, hus- 
bandry, agronomy 

cultured ►adjoctlve cultivated, intellectually/ 
artistically aware, artistic, enlightened, civil- 
ized, educated, well educated, well read, well 
informed, learned, knowledgeable, discerning, 
discriminating, refined, polished, sophisticated, 
informal arty 
-opposites ignorant 

culvert ►noun channel, conduit, watercourse, 
trough, drain, gutter 

cumbersome ►adjective Qa cumbersome div- 
ing suit unwieldy, unmanageable, awkward, 
clumsy, inconvenient, incommodious, bulky, 
large, heavy, hefty, weighty, burdensome; infor- 
mal hulking, clunky © cumbersome procedures. 
complicated, complex, involved, inefficient, 
unwieldy, slow 

-opposites manageable, straightforward 
cumulative ►adjective increasing, accumula- 
tive, growing, mounting, collective, aggregate, 
amassed, Bnt knock-on 
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cunning * adjective a cunning scheme crafty, 
wily, artful, guileful, devious, sly, scheming, 
designing, calculating, Machiavellian, shrewd, 
astute, clever, canny, deceitful, deceptive, du- 
plicitous, informal foxy, archaic subtle 
-opposites honest 

► noun his political cunning guile, craftiness, devi- 
ousness, slyness, trickery, duplicity, shrewd- 
ness, astuteness 

CUp ►noun Q<J cup and saucer teacup, coffee 
cup. demitasse, mug, beaker, histoncal chalice 
Qthe winner was presented with a silver cup 
trophy, award, pnze 

Cupboard ►noun cabinet, sideboard, dresser, 
armoire, credenza, buffet, Brit chiffonier, infor- 
mal glory hole See list 


Cupboards and Cabinets 


atmirah 

aumbry 

armoire 

buffet 

canterbury 

cassone 

cellaret/ceflarette 

chest 

chest of drawers 

chiffonier 

closet 

commode 

console 

credenza 

dresser 

highboy 


hope chest 

larder 

locker 

lowboy 

pantry 

press 

safe 

sea chest 

sideboard 

tabernacle 

tallboy 

tansu 

wardrobe 

Welsh dresser 

whatnot 


Cupid ► noun Eros, the god of love, amoretto 
cupidity ► noun greed, avarice, avanciousness, 
acquisitiveness, covetousness, rapacity, materi- 
alism. mercenanness. Mammomsm, informal 
money-grubbing, an itching palm 
-opposites generosity 

CUr ►noun Oa mangy cur mongrel, tyke, N 
Amer yellow dog, NZ kun, informal mutt. Austral 
informal mong, bitzer 0 (informal) Neil was begin- 
ning to feel like a cur Sec scoundrel 
Curable ►adjective remediable, treatable, med- 
icable. operable 

Curative ►adjective healing, therapeutic, me- 
dicinal, remedial, corrective, restorative, tome, 
health-giving, archaic sanative 
curator ►noun custodian, keeper, conserva- 
tor, guardian, caretaker, steward 
curb ► noun a curb on public spending restraint, 
restriction, check, brake, rein, control, limita- 
tion, limit, constraint, informal crackdown, 
poetic (literary trammel 

► verb he tried to curb his temper restrain, hold 
back/in, keep back, repress, suppress, fight 
back, bite back, keep in check, check, control, 
rein m, contain, bridle, subdue, informal keep a/ 
the lid on 

Curdle ► verb clot, coagulate, congeal, solidify, 
thicken; turn, sour, ferment 
Cure ►verb Qhe was cured of the disease heal, 
restore to health, make well/better, archaic 
cleanse Q economic equality cannot cure all social 
ills: rectify, remedy, put/set right, nght, fix, 
mend, repair, heal, make better, solve, sort 


out, be the answer/solution to, eliminate, end, 
put an end to ©some farmers cured their own 
bacon preserve, smoke, salt, dry, pickle 

► noun Qa cure for cancer remedy, medicine, 
medication, medicament, antidote, antiserum, 
treatment, therapy, archaic physic Q interest rate 
cuts are not the cure for the problem solution, an- 
swer, antidote, nostrum, panacea, cure-all; infor- 
mal quick fix. magic bullet 

cure-all ► noun panacea, cure for all ills, sov- 
ereign remedy, heal-all, nostrum, informal magic 
bullet 

curio ► noun trinket, knick-knack, bibelot, or- 
nament, bauble, objet d’art, collector’s item, 
object of virtu, rarity, curiosity, N Amer kick- 
shaw 

CUliOSity ►noun ©ha evasiveness roused my 
curiosity interest, spirit of inquiry, inquisitive- 
ness 0 the shop is a treasure trove of curiosities 
oddity, curio, conversation piece, object of 
virtu, collector’s item 

Curious ►adjective Qshe was curious to know 
what had happened intrigued, interested, eager/ 
dying to know, agog, inquisitive Qher curious 
behaviour strange, odd. peculiar, funny, un- 
usual, bizarre, weird, eccentric, queer, unex- 
pected, unfamiliar, extraordinaiy, abnormal, 
out of the ordinary, anomalous, surprising, in- 
congruous. unconventional, unorthodox, infor- 
mal offbeat, Bnt out of the common, Scottish 
unco, Brit informal rum 
-oppositfs uninterested, ordinary 

curl ►verb Q smoke curled up from his cigarette 
spiral, coil, wreathe, twirl, swirl, wind, curve, 
bend, twist (and turn), loop, meander, snake, 
corkscrew, zigzag QRuth curled her arms around 
his neck wind, twine, entwine, wrap Qshe 
washed and curled my hair crimp, perm, tong 
©they curled up together on the sofa nestle. 
snuggle, cuddle, N Amer snug down 

► noun © the tangled curls of her hair ringlft, cork- 
screw, kink, kiss-curl 0a curl of smoke spiral, 
coil, twirl, swirl, twist, corkscrew, curb cue, 
helix 

curly ► adjective wavy, curling, curled, ringlety, 
enmped, permed, frizzy, kinky, corkscrew 
-opposites straight 

currency ► noun Q foreign currency money, 
legal tender, cash, banknotes, notes, coins, 
coinage, specie, N Amer bills See list at coun 
try 0 a term which has gained new currency 
prevalence, circulation, exposure, acceptance, 
popularity 

current ►adjective O current events contempor 
ary, present-day, modem, present, contempor- 
aneous, topical, in the news, live, burning 
Qthe idea is still current prevalent, prevailing, 
common, accepted, in circulation, circulating, 
on everyone’s lips, popular, widespread Qa 
current driving licence valid, usable, up to date 
© the current prime minister incumbent, present, 
in office, in power, reigning 
-opposites past, out of date, former 

► noun Qa current of air flow, stream, 
backdraught, slipstream, airstream, thermal, 
updraught, draught; undercurrent, undertow, 
tide 0the current of human life, course, pro- 
gress, progression, flow, tide, movement Qthe 
current of opinion, trend, drift, direction, ten- 
dency 
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curriculum ► noun syllabus, course/pro- 
gramme of study, subjects, modules 
curse ►noun ©she put a curse on him maledic 
tion, the evil eye, N Amer hex. Irish cess, informal 
jinx, formal imprecation, poetic I literary anathema 
©the curse of racism evil, blight, scourge, 
plague, cancer, canker, poison Qthe tune of 
unemployment affliction, burden, cross to bear, 
bane © muffled curses ■ swear word, expletive, 
oath, profanity, four-letter word, dirty word, 
obscenity, blasphemy, informal cuss, cuss word, 
formal imprecation 

► verb ©it seemed as if the family had been cursed 
put a curse on, put the evil eye on, hoodoo, 
anathematize, damn, N Amer hex, informal jinx, 
archaic imprecate Qshe was cursed with feelings of 
inadequacy afflict, trouble, plague, bedevil 
Q drivers cursed and sounded their horns swear, 
blaspheme, take the Lord’s name in vain, infor- 
mal cuss, turn the air blue, etf and blind, archaic 
execrate 

Cursed ►adjective ©u cursed city under a 
curse, damned, doomed, ill-fated, ill-starred, in- 
formal jinxed, poetic/ literary accursed, star-crossed 
Q (informal, dated) those cursed children See annoy 

ING 

Cursory ►adjective perfunctory, desultory, 
casual, superficial, token, hasty, quick, hurried, 
rapid, brief, passing, fleeting 
-opposites thorough 

Curt ► adjective terse, brusque, abrupt, dipped, 
blunt, short, monosyllabic, summary, snappish, 
sharp, tart, gruff, offhand, unceremonious, un- 
gracious, rude, impolite, discourteous, uncivil, 
informal snappy 
-opposites expansive 

curtail ►verb © economic policies designed to cur- 
tail spending reduce, cut, cut down, decrease, 
lessen, pare down, tnm, letrench, restrict, 
limit, curb, rein m/back, informal slash Qhis 
visit was curtailed shorten, cut short, truncate 
-opposites increase, lengthen 
Curtain ►noun he drew the curtains window 
hanging, screen, blind, N Amer diape 

► verb the bed was curtained off from the rest of the 
room conceal, hide, screen, shield, separate, 
isolate 

Curtsy ► verb she curtsied to the king bend one s 
knee, drop/bob a curtsy, genuflect 

► noun she made a curtsy bob, genuflection, obei- 
sance 

curvaceous ►adjective shapely, voluptuous, 
sexy, full-figured, buxom, full-bosomed, bos- 
omy, Junoesque, cuddly, informal curvy, well en- 
dowed, pneumatic, busty, archaic comely 
-opposites skmny 

Curve ►noun the serpentine curves of the river 
bend, turn, loop, curl, twist, hook, arc, arch, 
bow. half-moon, undulation, curvature 
-related terms sinuous 

► verb the road curved back on itself bend, turn, 
loop, wind, meander, undulate, snake, spiral, 
twist, coil, curl, arc, arch 

Curved ►adjective bent, arched, bowed, cres- 
cent, curving, wavy, smuous, serpentine, mean- 
dering, undulating, curvilinear, curvy 
-opposites straight 

cushion ►noun a cushion against inflation pro 
tection, buffer, shield, defence, bulwark. 

► verb Qshe cushioned her head on her arms' sup- 


port, cradle, prop (up), rest, ©to cushion the 
blow, wages and pensions were increased soften, 
lessen, dimmish, decrease, mitigate, temper, 
allay, alleviate, take the edge off. dull, deaden 
6 residents are cushioned from the outside world 
protect, shield, shelter, cocoon 
CUShy ►adjective (informal) a cushy job easy, un- 
demanding, comfortable, secure, Brit informal 
jammy 

-opposites difficult 

custodian ►noun curator, keeper, conserva- 
tor, guardian, overseer, supenntendent, care- 
taker, steward, protector 

custody ► noun the parent who has custody of the 
child care, guardianship, charge, keeping, safe 
keeping, wardship, responsibility, protection, 
tutelage, custodianship, trusteeship, archaic 
ward 

■ In custody in prison, in jail, imprisoned, in- 
carcerated, locked up. under lock and key, in- 
terned, detained, on remand, informal behind 
bais, doing time, inside, Bnt informal banged up 

Custom ► noun © his unfamihanty with the local 
customs tradition, practice, usage, observance, 
way. convention, formality, ceremony, ritual, 
shibboleth, sacred cow, unwritten rule, mores, 
formal praxis ©it is our custom to visit the Lake 
District in October habit, practice, routine, way, 
policy, rule, formal wont Q(Bnt) if you keep me 
waiting I will take my custom elsewhere business. 
patronage, trade 

customarily ►adverb usually, traditionally, 
normally, as a rule, generally, ordinarily, com- 
monly, habitually routinely 
-opposites occasionally 

Customary ►adjective © customary social prac- 
tices usual, traditional, normal, conventional, 
familiar, accepted, routine, established, time- 
honoured. regular, prevailing ©her customary 
good sense usual, accustomed, habitual, poetic/ 
literary wonted 
-opposites unusual 

customer ► noun consumer, buyer, pur- 
chaser. patron, client, shopper, Bnt informal 
punter 

customs ► plural noun. See tax noun sense 1 

Cut ►verb Qthe knife slipped and cut his finger 
gash, slash, lacerate, sever, slit, pierce, pene- 
trate, wound, injure, scratch, graze, nick, 
snick, incise, score, lance ©cut the pepper into 
small pieces chop, cut up, slice, dice, cube, 
mince, carve, N Amer hash ©cut back the new 
growth to about half its length trim, snip, clip, 
crop, barber* shear, shave, pare, prune, pollard, 
poll, lop, dock, mow ©I went to cut some 
flowers pick, pluck, gather, poetic/ literary cull 
©lettering had been cut into the stonework carve, 
engrave, incise, etch, score, chisel, whittle 
©the government cut public expenditure reduce, 
cut back/down on, decrease, lessen, retrench, 
tnm, slim down, rationalize, downsize, slen- 
denze, mark down, discount, lower, informal 
slash © the text has been substantially cut. short 
en, abndge, condense, abbreviate, truncate, 
edit, bowdlenze, expurgate ©you need to cut at 
least ten lines per page delete, remove, take out, 
excise, blue-pencil ©oil supplies to the area had 
been cut discontinue, break off, suspend, inter- 
rupt, stop, end, put an end to ©the point 
where the line cuts the vertical axis' cross, inter- 
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sect, bisect, meet, join (0 (dated) the banker’s 
wife cut her at church snub, ignore, shun, give 
someone the cold shoulder, cold-shoulder, cut 
dead, look right through, rebuff, turn one’s 
back on. informal freeze out. 

► noun ©a cut cm his jaw gash, slash, laceration, 
incision, wound, injury, scratch, graze, nick, 
snick 0 a cut of beef joint, piece, section 0 (in- 
formal) the directors are demanding their cut share, 
portion, bit, quota, percentage, informal slice of 
the cake, rake-off, piece of the action, Bnt mfor- 
mal whack. ©Ms hair was m need of a cut hair 
cut, tnm, clip, crop ©a smart cut of the whip 
blow, slash, stroke ©he followed this with the 
unkindest cut of all insult, slight, affront, slap in 
the face, jibe, barb, cutting remark, informal 
put-down, dig 0 a cut in interest rates reduc 
tion, cutback, decrease, lessening, N Amer 
rollback ©the elegant cut of his jacket style, de- 
sign, tailoring, lines, fit 

■ cut back companies cut back on foreign invest- 
ment reduce, cut, cut down on. decrease, less- 
en, retrench, economize on, trim, slim down, 
scale down, rationalize, downsize, pull/draw in 
one’s horns, tighten one’s belt, informal slash 

■ cut someone/something down Q24 hec- 
tares of trees were cut down fell, chop down, 
hack down, saw down, hew Qhe was cut down 
in his prime kill, slaughter, shoot down, mow 
down, gun down, informal take out, blow away, 
poetic/ literary slay 

■ cut and dried definite, decided, settled, ex- 
plicit, specific, precise, unambiguous, clear-cut, 
unequivocal, black and white, hard and fast 

■ cut In interrupt, butt in, break in, interject, 
interpose, chime m, Bnt informal chip in 

■ cut someone/something off Qthey cut off 
his finger sever, chop off. hack off, amputate 
©oil and gas supplies were cut off discontinue. 
break off, disconnect, suspend, stop. end. bnng 
to an end © a community cut off from the main- 
land by the flood waters isolate, separate, keep 
apart, seclude, closet, cloister, sequester 

■ cut out stop working, stop, fail, give out, 
break down, informal die, give up the ghost, 
conk out, Bnt informal pack up 

■ cut someone/aomethlng out ©nit out all 
the diseased wood . remove, take out, excise, ex- 
tract, snip out, clip out © it’s best to cut out alco- 
hol altogether' give up, refrain from, abstain 
from, go without, mfomial quit, leave off, pack 
in, lay off, knock off © his mother cut him out of 
her will exclude, leave out, omit, eliminate 

■ cut something short break off, shorten, 
truncate, curtail, terminate, end, stop, abort, 
bnng to an untimely end 

■ cut someone short interrupt, cut off. butt 
in on, break in on 

cutback ► noun reduction, cut. decrease, 
economy, saving, N Amer rollback 
-opposites increase 


CUte ► adjective endearing, adorable, lovable, 
sweet, lovely, appealing, engaging, delightful, 
dear, darling, winning, winsome, attractive, 
pretty, informal cutesy, twee, Bnt informal dinky 

cut-price ► adjective cheap, marked down, re- 
duced, on (special) offer, discount, N Amer cut- 
rate 

CUt-throat ► noun (dated) a band of robbers and 
cut-throats murderer, killer, assassin, informal hit 
man, dated homicide 

► adjective cut-throat competition between rival firms 
ruthless, merciless, fierce, intense, aggressive, 
dog-eat-dog 

Cutting ►noun ©a newspaper cutting clipping, 
clip, snippet, article, piece, column, paragraph 
0 plant cuttings scion, slip, graft Qfabrtc cut- 
tings piece, bit, fragment, trimming 

► adjective © a cutting remark hurtful, wounding, 
barbed, pointed, scathing, acerbic, mordant, 
caustic, acid, sarcastic, sardonic, snide, spiteful, 
malicious, mean, nasty, cruel, unkind, informal 
bitchy, catty, Bnt informal sarky, N Amer mfonnal 
snarky 0 cutting winter winds icy, icy-cold, 
freezing, arctic, Siberian, glacial, bitter, chill- 
ing, chilly, chill, biting, piercing, penetrating, 
raw, keen, sharp 

-opposites friendly, warm 

Cut up ► adjective (informal) he’s pretty cut up about 
it See upset adjective sense 1 

cycle ► noun © the cycle of birth , death , and re- 
birth round, rotation, pattern, rhythm ©the 
painting is one of a cycle of seven series, se- 
quence, succession, run. set ©cycles may be 
hired from the station See bicycle 

cyclical ►adjective recurrent, recurring, 
regular, repeated, penodic, seasonal, circular 

cyclone ►noun hurricane, typhoon, tropical 
storm, storm, tornado, windstorm, whirlwind, 
tempest, Austral willy-willy, N Amer informal 
twister 

cynic ► noun sceptic, doubter, doubting 
Thomas, pessimist, prophet of doom, doomsay- 
er, Cassandra, mfonnal doom (and gloom) mer- 
chant 

-opposites idealist 

cynical ►adjective sceptical, doubtful, dis- 
trustful, suspicious, disbelieving, pessimistic, 
negative, world-weary, disillusioned, disen- 
chanted, jaundiced, sardonic 
-opposites idealistic 

cynicism ►noun scepticism, doubt, distrust, 
mistrust, suspicion, disbelief, pessimism, nega- 
tivity, world-weanness, disenchantment 
-opposites idealism 

cyst ►noun growth, lump, abscess, wen, boil, 
carbuncle 
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dab ► verb she dabbed disinfectant on the cut pat, 
press, touch, blot, mop, swab, daub, apply, 
wipe, stroke 

► noun ©a dab of glue drop, spot, smear, splash, 
speck, taste, trace, touch, hint, bit, informal 
smidgen, tad, lick © apply concealer with light 
dabs pat, touch, blot, wipe 

dabble ► verb O they dabbled their feet in rock 
pools splash, dip, paddle, trail, immerse ©he 
dabbled in politics toy with, dip into, flirt with, 
tinker with, trifle with, play with, dally with 
dabbler ►noun amateur, dilettante, layman, 
layperson, tinkerer, tnfler 
-opposites professional 

daemon ► noun numen, genius (loci), attendant 
spirit, tutelaiy spirit 

daft ►adjective (Brit informal) ©a daft idea ab 
surd, preposterous, ridiculous, ludicrous, farci- 
cal. laughable, idiotic, stupid, foolish, silly, 
mane, fatuous, hare-brained, halt-baked, informal 
crazy, cock-eyed, Bnt informal barmy ©are you 
dufi> SIMPLE-MINDED, Stupid, ldlOtlC, Slow, Wlt- 
less, feeble-minded, empty-headed, vacuous, 
vapid, unhinged, insane, mad, informal thick, 
dim, dopey, dumb, dim-witted, half-witted, 
birdbrained, pea-brained, slow on the uptake, 
soft in the head, brain-dead, not all there, 
touched, crazy, mental, nuts, batty, bonkers. 
Bnt informal potty, not the full shilling, barmy, 
crackers, N Amer informal chowderheaded 
0 she's daft about him infatuated with, enam- 
oured of, smitten with, besotted by, very fond 
of, informal crazy, mad. nuts, Bnt informal potty, in- 
formal, dated sweet on 
—opposites sensible 
dagger ► noun. See list at knife 
daily ► adjective a daily event everyday, day-to- 
day. quotidian, diurnal, circadian 

► adverb the museum is open daily every day, once 
a day. day after day, diumally 

dainty ►adjective ©a dainty china cup delicate, 
fine, neat, elegant, exquisite, Bnt informal dinky 
©a dainty morsel tasty, delicious, choice, pal- 
atable, luscious, mouth-watering, delectable, 
toothsome, appetizing, inviting, tempting, infor- 
mal scrumptious, yummy, scrummy, finger- 
licking, moreish ©a dainty eater fastidious, 
fussy, finicky, finical, faddish, particular, dis- 
criminating, informal choosy, pernickety,. picky, 
Bnt informal faddy 

-opposites unwieldy, unpalatable, undiscnm- 
mating 

► noun home-made dainties delicacy, titbit, fancy, 
luxury, treat, nibble, savoury, appetizer, con- 
fection, bonbon, informal goody, archaic sweet- 
meat 

dais ► noun platform, stage, podium, rostrum, 
stand, apron, soapbox, stump 
dale ► noun valley, vale, hollow, basin, gully, 
gorge, ravine, Bnt dene, combe, N English 
dough, Scottish glen, strath, poetic /literary dell, 
dally ► verb Q don't dally on the way to work- 
dawdle, delay, loiter, linger, waste time, lag, 


trail, straggle, fall behind, amble, meander, 
drift, informal dilly-dally, archaic tarry ©he likes 
dallying with film stars trifle, toy, amuse one- 
self. flirt, play fast and loose, philander, carry 
on, informal play around 
-oppositfs hurry 

dam ► noun the dam burst barrage, bamer. 
wall, embankment, barricade, obstruction 

► verb the river was dammed block (up), obstruct, 
bung up, close, technical occlude 

damage ►noun Qchd the thieves do any dam- 
age - ? harm, destruction, vandalism, injury, im- 
pairment, desecration, vitiation, detriment, 
ruin, havoc, devastation & (humorous) what’s the 
damage 7 cost, pnee, expense, charge, total 
©she won £4,300 damages compensation, rec- 
ompense, restitution, redress, reparation(s), in- 
demnification. indemnity, N Amer informal comp 

► verb the parcel had been damaged harm, deface, 
mutilate, mangle, impair, injure, disfigure, van- 
dalize, tamper with, sabotage, rum, destroy, 
wreck, N Amer informal trash, formal vitiate 
-opposites repair 

damaging ► adjective harmful, detrimental, 
injurious, hurtful, mimical, dangerous, destruc- 
tive, ruinous, deleterious, bad. malign, adverse, 
undesirable, prejudicial, unfavourable, un- 
healthy, unwholesome 
-oppositfs beneficial 

damn ►verb ©they were all were damning him 
curse, put the evil eye on. hoodoo, anathema- 
tize, N Amer hex, informal jinx, archaic imprecate 
©we are not going to damn the new product con 
demn, censure, criticize, attack, denounce, re- 
vile, find fault with, give something a bad 
press, deprecate, disparage, informal slam, lay 
into, blast, Bnt informal slate, slag off, have a go 
at 

-opposites bless, praise 

► noun (informal) I don’t care a damn jot, whit, iota, 
rap, scrap, bit, informal hoot, two hoots 

damnable ►adjective ©a damnable nuisance 
unpleasant, disagreeable, objectionable, hor- 
rible, hornd, awful, nasty, dreadful, terrible, 
annoying, irritating, maddening, exasperating, 
hateful, detestable, loathsome, abominable, Bnt 
mfomrial beastly © suicide was thought damnable 
sinful, wicked, evil, iniquitous, heinous, base, 
execrable 

damnation ► noun condemnation to hell, 
eternal punishment, perdition, doom, hellfire, 
curse, anathema, N Amer hex, formal impreca- 
tion, archaic execration 

damned ►adjective © damned souls cursed, 
doomed, lost, condemned to hell, anathema- 
tized, poetic/ literary accursed © (informal) this 
damned car won’t start wretched, informal blast- 
ed, bloody, damn, damnable, flaming, rotten, 
Bnt informal blessed, flipping, blinking, bloom- 
ing, bleeding, ruddy, informal, dated confounded. 
dated accursed 
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Dances and Types of Dancing 


aftemande 

conga 

gavotte 

Apache 

contradance 

Cay Gordons 

ballet 

contredanse 

gigue 

ballroom 

corroboree 

goombay 

bam dance 

Cossack dance 

gopak 

basse danse 

cotillion 

habanera 

begulne 

country dance 

haka 

befiy dance 

courante 

hay 

black bottom 

csardas 

(Helston) floral 

body popping 

cueca 

dance 

bolero 

cumbia 

(Helston) furry 

boogaloo 

Dashing White 

Highland fHng 

boogie 

Sergeant 

hoedown 

bop 

devil dance 

hokey-cokey 

bossa nova 

disco 

bora 

Boston 

do-si-do 

hornpipe 

bourr&e 

double shuffle 

hula-hula 

branle 

ecossaise 

huWy gully 

break-dancing 

eightsome reel 

hustle 

buck-and-wfng 

excuse-me 

Irish jig 

bunny hug 

fan dance 

Irish reel 

cachucha 

fandango 

jateo 

cakewalk 

farandoie 

Jazz dance 

cancan 

farruca 

jig 

capoeira 

flamenco 

Jitterbug 

carioca 

fling 

Jive 

cha-cha 

folk dance 

jota 

cha-cha-cha 

formation 

juba 

chaconne 

dancing 

Kathak 

character 

foxtrot 

Kathakali 

dance 1 

frug 

kazachoc 

charleston 

galliard 

koto 

circle dance 

gallopade 

kweia 

dog dance 

galop 

lambada 


damning * adjective incriminating, condemna- 
toiy, damnatoiy, damaging, derogatory, conclu- 
sive, strong 

damp ► adjective her hair was damp moist, mois- 
tened, wettish, dampened, dampish, humid, 
steamy, muggy, clammy, sweaty, sticky, dank, 
moistureladen, wet, wetted, rainy, drizzly, 
showery, misty, foggy, vaporous, dewy 
-opposites dry 

► noun the damp in the air moisture, dampness, 
humidity, wetness, wet, water, condensation, 
steam, vapour, clamminess, dankness, ram, 
dew, drizzle, precipitation, spray, perspiration, 
sweat. 

-opposites dryness 

► verb ©sweat damped his hair See dampen sense 
1 Q nothing damped my enthusiasm See dampen 
sense 2 

dampen ►verb ©the rain dampened her face 
moisten, damp, wet, dew, water, poetic/ literary 
bedew ©nothing could dampen her enthusiasm 
lessen, decrease, dimmish, reduce, moderate, 
damp, put a damper on, throw cold water on, 
cool, discourage, suppress, extinguish, quench, 
stifle, curb, limit, check, restrain, inhibit, 
deter 

-opposites dry, heighten. 

damper ► noun curb, check, restraint, restric- 
tion, limit, limitation, constraint, rein, brake, 
control, impediment, chill, pall, gloom. 

dampness ► noun. See damp noun. 

damsel ► noun (poetic/ literary). See qirl sense 2. 


Lambeth Walk 

pas seul 

Sir Roger de 

lancers 

pata-pata 

Coverley 

l&ndler 

Paul jones 

skank 

lap dance 

pavane 

slam dance 

Umbo 

polka 

snake dance 

Llndy Hop 

polonaise 

soft-shoe 

lion dance 

quadrille 

shuffle 

Madison 

quickstep 

square dance 

malaguefla 

rain dance 

stomp 

mambo 

reel 

strathspey 

mashed potato 

rfgadoon 

strip the 

maxixe 

ring-shout 

willow 

maypole dance 

robotic 

strut 

mazurka 

dancing 

sun dance 

merengue 

rock and roll 

sword dance 

Mexican hat 

ronde 

sytarki 

military two- 

round dance 

tambourin 

step 

roundelay 

tango 

minuet 

rumba 

tap dance 

moonstomp 

sakkie-sakkle 

tarantella 

moonwalk 

salsa 

tickey-draai 

morris dance 

saltarelfo 

torch 

mosh 

samba 

turkey trot 

musette 

saraband 

twist 

nautch 

seguldilta 

twosome reel 

old-time 

sequence 

two-step 

one-step 

dance 

veleta 

palais glide 

shag 

vogueing 

pantsula 

shake 

voita 

pas de deux 

Shango 

waltz 

pas de quatre 

shimmy 

war dance 

pas de trols 

shuffle 

Watusi 

paso dobte 

sititiano/ 

zambra 

passepied 

siciiiana 

zapateado 

dance ►verb ©hf danced 

with her sway, tnp. 


twirl, whirl, pirouette, gyrate, informal bop. 
disco, shake a leg, hoof it, cut a rug. tnp the 
light fantastic, N Amer informal get down © little 
girls danced round me caper, cavort, fnsk, frolic, 
skip, prance, gambol, jig, leap, jump, hop, 
bounce © flames danced in the fireplace flicker, 
leap, dart, play, flit, quiver, twinkle, shimmer 

► noun the school dance ball, discotheque, mas- 
querade, N Amer prom, hoedown, informal disco, 
hop, bop See lists here and at ballet 

dancer ► noun danseur, danseuse, informal hop- 
per, hoofer See list at ballet 

dandle ► verb bounce, jiggle, dance, rock 

dandy ►noun he became something of a dandy 
fop, man about town, bright young thing, 
glamour boy, rake, informal sharp dresser, 
snappy dresser, trendy, dude, pretty boy, mfor - 
mal, dated swell, popinjay, dated beau, archaic 
buck, coxcomb 

► adjective ( N Amer informal ) our tnp was dandy See 
excellent 

danger ►noun ©an element of danger • peril, 
hazard, nsk, jeopardy, penlousness, riskiness, 
precanousness, uncertainty, instability, inse- 
curity © he is a danger to society menace, haz- 
ard, threat, risk. ©<j serious danger of fire : possi- 
bility, chance, nsk, probability, likelihood, 
fear, prospect 
-opposites safety. 

dangerous ►adjective ©a dangerous animal 
menacing, threatening, treacherous; savage, 
wild, vicious, murderous, desperate; rare min- 
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acious 0 dangerous wiring hazardous, perilous, 
nsky, high-nsk. unsafe, unpredictable, precar- 
ious, insecure, touch-and-go, chancy, treacher- 
ous, informal dicey, hairy, Bnt informal dodgy 
-opposites harmless, safe 
dangle ► verb ©a chain dangled from his belt 
hang (down), droop, swing, sway, wave, trail, 
stream ©he dangled the keys wave, swing, jig- 
gle, brandish, flourish ©he dangled money in 
front of the locals offer, hold out. entice some- 
one with, tempt someone with 
dangling ► adjective hanging, drooping, 
droopy, suspended, pendulous, pendent, trail- 
ing, flowing, tumbling 

dank ► adjective damp, musty, chilly, clammy, 
moist, wet, unaired, humid 
-opposites dry 

dapper ► adjective smart, spruce, trim, debon- 
air, neat, well dressed, well groomed, well 
turned out, elegant, chic, dashing, informal 
snazzy, snappy, natty, sharp, N Amer informal 
spiffy, fly 

-opposites scruffy 

dapple ►verb dot, spot, fleck, streak, speck, 
speckle, mottle, marble 

dappled * adjective speckled, blotched, 
blotchy, spotted, spotty, dotted, mottled, mai- 
bled, flecked, freckled, piebald, pied, bnndle, 
pinto, tabby, patchy, variegated, informal 
splotchy, splodgy 

dare ►verb Q nobody dared to say a word be 
brave enough, have the courage, venture, have 
the nerve, have the temerity, be so bold as, 
have the audacity, risk, hazard, take the liberty 
of, N Amer take a flyer, informal stick one's neck 
out, go out on a limb ©she dared him to go 
challenge, defy, invite, bid, provoke, goad, 
throw down the gauntlet 

► noun she accepted the dare challenge, provoca- 
tion. goad, gauntlet, invitation 

daredevil ► noun a young daredevil crashed his 
car madcap, hothead, adventurer, exhibitionist, 
swashbuckler, stuntman, Bnt tearawav. informal 
show-off 

► adjective a daredevil skydtver daring, bold, auda- 
cious, intrepid, fearless, madcap, death-or- 
glory, dauntless, heedless, reckless, rash, im- 
pulsive, impetuous, foolhardy, incautious, lm 
prudent, Bnt tearaway, harum-scarum 
-opposites cowardly, cautious 

daring ► adjective a daring attack bold, auda- 
cious, intrepid, venturesome, fearless, brave, 
unafraid, undaunted, dauntless, valiant, valor- 
ous, heroic, dashing, madcap, rash, reckless, 
heedless, informal gutsy, spunky 

► noun hi s sheer daring boldness, audacity, temer- 
ity, fearlessness, intrepidity, bravery, courage, 
valour, heroism, pluck, spirit, mettle, reckless- 
ness, rashness, foolhardiness, informal nerve, 
guts, spunk, gnt. Bnt informal bottle. N Amer mfor - 
mal moxie, sand. 

dark * adjective ©a dark night black, pitch- 
black, jet-black, inky, unlit, umlluminated, 
starless, moonless; dingy, gloomy, dusky, shad- 
owy, shady; poetic/ literary Stygian. © a dark secret 
mysterious, secret, hidden, concealed, veiled, 
covert, clandestine; enigmatic, arcane, esoteric, 
obscure, abstruse, impenetrable, incomprehen- 
sible, cryptic, ©dark hair, brunette, dark 
brown, chestnut, sable, jet-black, ebony © dark 


skin swarthy, dusky, olive, black, ebony; 
tanned, bronzed Qdark days tragic, disas- 
trous, calamitous, catastrophic, cataclysmic, 
dire, awful, terrible, dreadful, homble, horren- 
dous, atrocious, nightmarish, harrowing, 
wretched, woeful ©dark thoughts, gloomy, dis- 
mal, pessimistic, negative, downbeat, bleak, 
gnm, fatalistic, black, sombre, despainng, des- 
pondent, hopeless, cheerless, melancholy, 
glum, grave, morose, mournful, doleful, ©a 
dark look ■ moody, brooding, sullen, dour, scowl- 
ing, glowering, angry, forbidding, threatening, 
ominous Qdark deeds evil, wicked, sinful, im- 
moral, bad. iniquitous, ungodly, unholy, base, 
vile, unspeakable, foul, monstrous, shocking, 
atrocious, abominable, hateful, despicable, odi- 
ous, homble, heinous, execrable, diabolical, 
fiendish, murderous, barbarous, black, sordid, 
degenerate, depraved, dishonourable, dishon- 
est, unscrupulous, informal low-down, dirty, 
crooked, shady 

-opposite- s bright, blonde, pale, happy, good 

► noun ©he’s afraid of the dark darkness, black- 
ness, gloom, murkiness, shadow, shade, dusk, 
twilight, gloaming ©she went out after dark 
night, night-time, darkness, nightfall, evening, 
twilight, sunset 

-opposites light, day 

■ In the dark (informal) unaware, ignorant, ob- 
livious, uninformed, unenlightened, un- 
acquainted, unconversant 

darken ►verb Qthe sky darkened grow dark, 
blacken, dim, cloud ovei, lour, shade, fog 
©his mood darkened blacken, become angry, 
become annoyed, sadden, become gloomy, be- 
come unhappy, become depressed, become de- 
jected, become dispirited, become troubled 

darkness ►noun O lights shone in the darkness 
dark, blackness, gloom, dimness, murkiness, 
shadow, shade, dusk, twilight, gloaming 
© darkness fell night, night-time, dark Qthe 
jorces of darkness evil, wickedness, sin, iniquity, 
immorality, devilry, the Devil 

darling ► noun ©good night, darling dear, dear- 
est, love, lover, sweetheart, sweet, beloved, in- 
formal honey, angel, pet, sweetie, sugar, babe, 
baby, poppet, treasure Qthe darling of the 
media favourite, pet, idol, hero, heroine, Bnt 
informal blue-eyed boy/girl 

► adjective ©his darling wife dear, dearest, pre- 
cious. adored, loved, beloved, cherished, treas- 
ured, esteemed, worshipped ©a darling little 
hat adorable, appealing, charming, cute, 
sweet, enchanting, bewitching, endearing, 
dear, delightful, lovely, beautiftil, attractive, 
gorgeous, fetching, Scottish A N English bonny 

dam ► verb he was darning hi s socks mend, repair, 
reinforce, sew up, stitch, patch 

► noun a sweater with dams m the elbows patch, re- 
pair, reinforcement, stitch 

dart ► noun ©a poisoned dart small arrow, 
flechette. bolt, missile, projectile ©she made a 
dart for the door, dash, rush, run, bolt, break, 
start, charge, spnnt, bound, leap, dive, scurry, 
scamper, scramble 

► verb ©Karl darted across the road ■ dash, rush, 
tear, run, bolt, fly. shoot, charge, race, spnnt, 
bound, leap, dive, gallop, scuny, scamper, 
scramble, informal scoot ©he darted a glance at 
her direct, cast, throw, shoot, send, flash 
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dash ►verb Qhe dashed home rush, race, run, 
spnnt, bolt, dart, gallop, career, charge, shoot, 
hurtle, hare, fly, speed, zoom, scurry, scuttle, 
scamper, informal tear, belt, pelt, scoot, zip, 
whip, hotfoot it. leg it, Bnt informal bomb, go 
like the clappers, N Amer informal barrel Qhe 
dashed the glass to the ground hurl, smash, 
crash, slam, throw, toss, fling, pitch, cast, pro- 
ject. propel, send; informal chuck, heave, sling, 
bung, N Amer informal peg, dated shy ©ram 
dashed against the walls be hurled, crash, 
smash, batter, strike, beat, pound, lash ©her 
hopes were dashed shatter, destroy, wreck, 
ruin, crush, devastate, demolish, blight, over- 
turn. scotch, spoil, frustrate, thwart, check, in- 
formal banjax, do for, blow a hole in. put paid 
to, Bnt informal scupper 
-opposites dawdle, raise 
► noun ©a dash for the door rush, race, run, 
spnnt, bolt, dart, leap, charge, bound, break, 
scramble 0 a dash of salt p inch, touch, spnn- 
kle, taste, spot, drop, dab, speck, smattenng, 
spnnkling, splash, bit, modicum, little, informal 
smidgen, tad, lick Qhe led off with such dash 
verve, style, flamboyance, gusto, zest, confi- 
dence, self-assurance, elan, flair, vigour, viv- 
acity, sparkle, brio, panache, eclat, vitality, 
dynamism, informal pizzazz, pep, oomph 

dashing ►adjective ©a dashing pilot debonair, 
devil-may-care, raffish, sporty, spinted, lively, 
dazzling, energetic, animated, exuberant, flam- 
boyant, dynamic, bold, intrepid, daring, adven- 
turous, plucky, swashbuckling, romantic, at- 
tractive, gallant Qhe looked exceptionally dash- 
ing stylish, smart, elegant, chic, dapper, 
spruce, tnm, debonair, fashionable, modish, 
voguish, informal trendy, with it. hip, sharp, 
snazzy, classy, natty, swish, N Amer informal fly. 
spiffy 

dastardly ►adjective ( dated) wicked, evil, hein- 
ous, villainous, diabolical, fiendish, barbarous, 
cruel, black, dark, rotten, vile, monstrous, 
abominable, despicable, degenerate, sordid, 
bad, base, mean, low, dishonourable, dishon- 
est, unscrupulous, unprincipled, informal low- 
down, dirty, shady, rascally, scoundrelly, 
crooked, Bnt informal beastly 
-opposites noble 

data ► noun facts, figures, statistics, details, 
particulars, specifics, information, intelligence, 
material, input, informal info, gen 

date ► noun © the only date he has to remember 
day (of the month), occasion, time, year, anni- 
versary 0 a later date is suggested for this bridge 
age, time, period, era, epoch, century, decade, 
year ©a lunch date appointment, meeting, en- 
gagement, rendezvous, assignation, commit- 
ment © ( informal ) a date for tonight partner, es- 
cort. girlfriend, boyfriend, informal steady, bird, 
fella 

► veto Qthe sculpture can be dated accurately as- 
sign a date to, ascertain the date of, put a date 
on Qthe building dates from the 16th century was 
made in. was built in, originates in, comes 
from, belongs to, goes back to Qthe best films 
don't date • become old-fashioned, become out- 
moded, become dated, show its age © ( informal) 
he's dating JiW go out with, take out, go around 
with, be involved with, see, woo, informal go 
steady with; dated court 


■ to date so far, thus far, yet, as yet, up to 
now, till now, until now, up to the present 
(time), hitherto 

dated ►adjective old-fashioned, outdated, out- 
moded, passe, behind the times, archaic, ob- 
solete, antiquated, unfashionable, unstylish, 
crusty, olde worlde, prehistoric, antediluvian, 
informal old hat, out, out of the ark 
-opposites modem 

daub ►verb he daubed a rock with paint smear, 
bedaub, plaster, splash, spatter, splatter, cake, 
cover, smother, coat 

► noun daubs of paint smear, smudge, splash, 
blot, spot, patch, blotch, mfonnal splodge, 
splotch 

daughter ► noun female child, girl 

daunt ►verb discourage, deter, demoralize, 
put off. dishearten, dispirit, intimidate, abash, 
take aback, throw, cow, overawe, awe, fright- 
en, scare, unman, dismay, disconcert, discom- 
pose. perturb, unsettle, unnerve, throw off bal- 
ance, informal rattle, faze, shake up 
-opposites hearten 

dauntless ►adjective fearless, determined, 
resolute, indomitable, intrepid, doughty, 
plucky, spinted, mettlesome, undaunted, un- 
dismayed, unflinching, unshnnking, bold, au- 
dacious, valiant, brave, courageous, danng, in- 
formal gutsy, spunky, feisty 

dawdle ► verb © they dawdled over breakfast lin 
ger, dally, take one’s time, be slow, waste 
time, idle, delay, procrastinate, stall, informal 
dillydally, archaic tarry QRuth dawdled home 
amble, stroll, trail, walk slowly, move at a 
snail's pace, informal mosey, tootle, Bnt informal 
pootle, mooch 
-oppositfs hurry 

dawn ►noun Qwe got up at dawn daybreak, 
sunnse, first light, daylight, cockcrow, first 
thing in the morning, N Amer sunup Qthe 
dawn of civilization beginning, start, birth, incep- 
tion, ongination, genesis, emergence, advent, 
appearance, arrival, dawning, rise, origin, 
onset, unfolding, development, infancy, informal 
kick-off 

-opposites dusk, end 

► verb © Thursday dawned cnsp and sunny begin, 
break, arrive, emerge Qa bright new future has 
dawned begin, start, commence, be bom, ap- 
pear, arrive, emerge, arise, rise, break, unfold, 
develop Qthe reality dawned on him occur to, 
come to, strike, hit, enter someone’s mind, 
register with, enter someone’s consciousness, 
cross someone’s mind, suggest itself 
-opposites end 

day ►noun ©/ stayed for a day twenty-four- 
hour period, twenty-four hours Q enjoy the 
beach during the day daytime, daylight, waking 
hours © the leading architect of the day period, 
time, age, era, generation, ©in his day he had 
great influence heyday, prime, time, peak, 
height, zenith, ascendancy, youth, springtime, 
salad days 

-RELATED TERMS dlUmal 
-opposites night, decline 
■ day after day repeatedly, agam and again, 
over and over (again), time and (time) again, 
frequently, often, time after time, {day in. day 
out), night and day, all the time, persistently, 
recurrently, constantly, continuously, continu- 
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ally, relentlessly, regularly, habitually, unfail- 
ingly, always. N Amer oftentimes, informal 24-7, 
poetic I literary oft. oft-times 

■ day by day Qday by day they were forced to 
retreat gradually, slowly, progressively, bit by 
bit, inch by inch, little by little, inchmeal 
0 they follow the news day by day daily, every 
day, day after day, diumally 

■ day ln f day out. See day after day 

daybreak ►noun DAWN, crack of dawn, sun- 
rise, first light, first thing in the morning, 
cockcrow, daylight, N Amer sunup 
-opposites nightfall 

daydream ► noun Q she was lost in a daydream 
reverie, trance, fantasy, vision, fancy, brown 
study, inattentiveness, wool-gathenng, preoccu- 
pation, absorption, self-absorption, absent- 
mindedness, abstraction 0 a big house was one 
of her daydreams dream, pipe dream, fantasy, 
castle in the air, castle in Spain, fond hope, 
wishful thinking, informal pie in the sky 

► verb stop daydreaming 1 dream, muse, stare into 
space, fantasize, be in cloud cuckoo land, build 
castles in the air, build castles in Spain 

daydreamer ►noun dreamer, fantasist, 
fantasizer, romantic, wishful thinker, idealist, 
visionary, theonzer, utopian, Walter Mitty 

daylight ► noun the test in daylight nat 
ural light, sunlight ©she only went there in day- 
light daytime, day, broad daylight 0 police 
moved in at daylight dawn, daybreak, break of 
day, crack of dawn, sunnse, first light, first 
thing in the morning, early morning, cock- 
crow, N Amer sunup 

-opposites darkness, night-time, nightfall 

■ see daylight QSam finally saw daylight un 
derstand. comprehend, realize, see the light, 
informal cotton on. catch on. latch on, get the 
picture, get the message, get it, Bnt informal 
twig 0his project never saw daylight be com 
pleted, be accomplished, see (the) light of day 

day-to-day ► adjective regular, everyday, 
daily, routine, habitual, frequent, normal, 
standard, usual, typical 

daze ►verb Qhe was dazed by his fall stun, stu- 
pefy. knock unconscious, knock out. informal 
knock the stuffing out of ©she was dazed by 
the revelations astound, amaze, astonish, star- 
tle, dumbfound, stupefy, overwhelm, stagger, 
shock, confound, bewilder, take aback, non- 
plus, shake up, informal flabbergast, knock side- 
ways, bowl over, blow away, Bnt informal knock 
for six 

► noun she is in a daze stupor, trance, haze, spin, 
whirl, muddle, jumble 

dazzle ►verb Qshe was dazzled by the headlights 
blind temporarily, deprive of sight 01 was 
dazzled by the exhibition overwhelm, overcome, 
impress, move, stir, affect, touch, awe, over- 
awe, leave speechless, take someone’s breath 
away, spellbind, hypnotize; informal bowl over, 
blow away, knock out 

► noun O dazzle can be a problem to sensitive eyes 
glare, brightness, brilliance, shimmer, radi- 
ance. shine. 0 the dazzle of the limelight spar 
kle, glitter, brilliance, glory, splendour, mag- 
nificence, glamour, attraction, lure, allure, 
draw, appeal; informal razzle-dazzle, razzmatazz 

dazzling ► adjoctivt Of hi sunlight was dazzling- 
bright, blinding, glaring, brilliant. 0 a dazzling 


performance impressive, remarkable, extraor- 
dinary. outstanding, exceptional, incredible, 
amazing, astonishing, phenomenal, breathtak- 
ing, thrilling, excellent, wonderful, magnifi- 
cent, marvellous, superb, first-rate, superlative, 
matchless, informal mind-blowing, out of this 
world, fabulous, fab, super, sensational, ace, 
Al, cool, awesome, Bnt informal smashing, brill. 

dead ►adjective Qmy parents are dead passed 
on/away, expired, departed, gone, no more, 
late, lost, lamented, perished, fallen, slain, 
slaughtered, killed, murdered, lifeless, extinct, 
informal (as) dead as a doornail, six feet under, 
pushing up daisies, formal deceased, euphemistic 
with God. asleep 0 patches of dead ground bar 
ren, lifeless, bare, desolate, stenle 0a dead 
language obsolete, extinct, defunct, disused, 
abandoned, discarded, superseded, vanished, 
forgotten, archaic, antiquated, ancient, poetic/ 
literary of yore 0 the phone was dead not wopk 
ing, out of order, inoperative, inactive, in disre- 
pair, broken, malfunctioning, defective, informal 
kaput, conked out, on the blink, bust, Bnt mfor - 
mal knackered ©a dead leg numb, numbed, 
deadened, desensitized, unfeeling, paralysed, 
crippled, incapacitated, immobilized, frozen 
©she has dead eves emotionless, unemotional, 
unfeeling, impassive, unresponsive, indifferent, 
dispassionate, inexpressive, wooden, stony, 
cold, deadpan, flat, blank, vacant ©his affection 
for her was dead extinguished, quashed, stifled, 
finished, over, gone, no more, ancient histoiy 
©a dead town uneventful, uninteresting, un- 
exciting, uninspiring, dull, boring, flat, quiet, 
sleepy, slow, lacklustre, lifeless, informal one- 
horse. dead-and-alive, N Amer informal dullsville 
Qdead silence complete, absolute, total, utter, 
out-and-out. thorough, unmitigated ©a dead 
shot unerring, unfailing, impeccable, sure, 
true, accurate, precise, deadly, lethal. Bnt infor- 
mal spot on, bang on 

-opposites alive, fertile, modem, lively, 
poor 

► adverb O he was dead serious completely, abso- 
lutely, totally, utterly, deadly, perfectly, entire- 
ly, quite, thoroughly, definitely, certainly, posi- 
tively, categorically, unquestionably, undoubt- 
edly. surely, in every way, one hundred per 
cent Qflares were seen dead ahead directly, 
exactly, precisely, immediately, right, straight, 
due. squarely, mhnnal bang, slap bang 0(8/7/ in- 
formal) it's dead easy See very 

deadbeat ►noun ( informal) layabout, loafer, 
idler, good-for-nothing, informal waster, Bnt infor- 
mal skiver, N Amer informal bum, poo*ic/ literary 
wastrel 

deaden ►verb Q surgeons tried to deaden the 
pain numb, dull, blunt, suppress, alleviate, miti- 
gate, diminish, reduce, lessen, ease, soothe, re- 
lieve, assuage 0 the wood panelling deadened any 
noise muffle, mute, smother, stifle, dull, damp 
(down), silence, quieten, soften, cushion, buf- 
fer, absorb ©laughing might deaden us to the 
moral issue desensitize, numb, anaesthetize, 
harden (one’s heart), toughen 
-opposites intensify, amplify, sensitize 

deadline ►noun time limit, limit, finishing 
date, target date, cut-off point 

deadlock ► noun O the strike reached a deadlock. 
stalemate, impasse, checkmate, stand-off, 
standstill, halt, (full) stop, dead end. Q(Br1t)’the 
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deadlock is opened with a key bolt, lock, latch, 
catch, Scottish sneck, snib 
deadly ►adjective Q these drugs can be deadly 
fatal, lethal, mortal, death-dealing, life- 
threatening, dangerous, injurious, harmful, 
detrimental, deleterious, unhealthy, noxious, 
toxic, poisonous, poetic/ literary deathly Q deadly 
enemies mortal, irreconcilable, implacable, un- 
appeasable, unforgiving, remorseless, merci- 
less, pitiless, bitter, hostile, antagonistic 
0 deadly seriousness * intense, great, marked, ex- 
treme Qhe was deadly pale deathly, ghostly, 
ashen, white, pallid, wan, pale, ghastly Qhis 
aim is deadly unerring, unfailing, impeccable, 
perfect, flawless, faultless, sure, true, precise, 
accurate, exact, Bnt informal spot on, bang on 
0 ( informal) life here can be deadly See boring 
-oppositfs harmless, mild, inaccurate, excit- 
ing 

► adverb deadly calm completely, absolutely, to- 
tally, utterly, perfectly, entirely, wholly, quite, 
dead, thoroughly, m every way, one hundred 
per cent, to the hilt 

deadpan ►adjective blank, expressionless, 
unexpressive, impassive, inscrutable, poker- 
faced, straight-faced, stony, wooden, vacant, 
fixed, lifeless 
-opposites expressive 

deaf ►adjective Qshe is deaf and blind hard of 
hearing, having impaired hearing, informal deaf 
as a post Qshe was deaf to their pleading un 
moved by, untouched by, unaffected by, indif- 
ferent to, unresponsive to. unconcerned by, un- 
aware of, oblivious to. impervious to 
deafen ►verb make deaf, depnve of hearing, 
impair someone’s hearing 
deafening ►adjective very loud, very noisy, 
ear-splitting, ear-shattering, overwhelming, al- 
mighty. mighty, tremendous, booming, thun- 
derous, roaring, resounding, resonant, rever- 
berating 

-opposites quiet 

deal ► noun completion of the deal agreement, 
understanding, pact, bargain, covenant, con- 
tract. treaty, arrangement, compromise, settle- 
ment, terms, transaction, sale, account, Law in- 
denture 

► verb Qhow to deal with difficult children cope 
with, handle, manage, treat, take care of. take 
charge of. take in hand, sort out, tackle, take 
on, control, act towards, behave towards Qthe 
article deals with advances in chemistry concern, 
be about, have to do with, discuss, consider, 
cover, pertain to; tackle, study, explore, investi- 
gate, examine, review, analyse Qthe company 
deals in high-tech goods trade in, buy and sell, 
sell, purvey, supply, stock, market, merchan- 
dise, traffic, smuggle, informal push, Bnt informal 
flog Qthe cards were dealt, distribute, give out, 
share out, divide out. hand out, pass out, pass 
round, dole out, dispense, allocate, informal 
divvy up. Qthe court dealt a blow to government 
reforms deliver, administer, dispense, inflict, 
give, impose, aim 

■ a great daal/a good deal a lot, a large 
amount, a fair amount, much, plenty, informal 
lots, loads, heaps, bags, masses, tons, Brit Infor- 
mal a shedload. 

dealer ►noun Qan antique dealer trader, 
tradesman, tradesperson, merchant, salesman/ 
woman, seller, vendor, purveyor, pedlar, hawk- 


er, buyer, merchandiser, distributor, supplier, 
shopkeeper, retailer, wholesaler, Bnt stockist 
Qa dealer m a bunk stockbroker, broker- 
dealer, broker, agent 

dealing ►noun Q dishonest dealing business 
methods, business practices, business, com- 
merce. trading, transactions, behaviour, con- 
duct, actions Qthe UK’s dealings with China re 
lations, relationship, association, connections, 
contact, intercourse, negotiations, bargaining, 
transactions, trade, trading, business, com- 
merce, traffic, informal truck, doings 

dean ► noun the dean of the college faculty head, 
department head, college head, provost, uni- 
versity official, chief, director, principal, presi- 
dent, governor 

dear ►adjective Qa dear friend beloved, loved, 
adored, cherished, precious, esteemed, respect- 
ed, worshipped, close, intimate, bosom, boon, 
best Qher pictures were too dear to part with 
precious, treasured, valued, pnzed, cherished, 
special Qsuch a dear man endearing, adorable, 
lovable, appealing, engaging, charming, captiv- 
ating, winsome, lovely, nice, pleasant, delight- 
ful. sweet, darling Q rather dear meals expen 
sive, costly, high-priced, overpriced, exorbitant, 
extortionate, Bnt over the odds, informal pncey, 
steep, stiff 

-opposites hated, disagreeable, cheap 

► noun Q don't worry, my dear darling, dearest, 
love, beloved, sweetheart, sweet, precious, 
treasure, mfomial sweetie, sugar, honey, baby, 
pet, sunshine, poppet Qhe's such a dear lov 
able person, darling, sweetheart, pet. angel, 
gem, treasure, informal star 

► adverb they buy cheaply and sell dear at a high 
price, at an exorbitant price, at high cost 

dearly ►adverb Q/ love my scm dearly very 
much, a great deal, greatly, deeply, profoundly, 
extremely, fondly, devotedly, tenderly Qour 
freedom has been bought dearly at great cost, at 
a high price, with much suffering, with much 
sacrifice 

dearth ► noun LACK, scarcity, shortage, short- 
fall, want, deficiency, insufficiency, mad 
equacy, paucity, sparseness, scantiness, rare- 
ness, absence 
-opposites surfeit 

death ► noun Qher father’s death demise, dying, 
end, passing, loss of life, eternal rest, quietus, 
murder, assassination, execution, slaughter, 
massacre, mfomial curtains, formal decease, archaic 
expiry Qthe death of their dream end, finish, 
termination, extinction, extinguishing, col- 
lapse, destruction, eradication, obliteration 
Q Death gestured towards a grave the Grim Reap 
er, the Dark Angel, the Angel of Death 
-opposites life, birth 

■ put someone to death execute, hang, be- 
head, guillotine, decapitate, electrocute, shoot, 
gas, crucify, stone, kill, murder, assassinate, 
eliminate, terminate, exterminate, destroy, in- 
formal bump off, polish off. do away with, do in, 
knock off, top, string up, take out, croak, stiff, 
blow away, N Amar informal ice, rub out, waste, 
whack, smoke, poetic/ literary slay 

deathless ►adjective immortal, undying, im- 
perishable. indestructible; enduring, everlast- 
ing, eternal, timeless, ageless 
-opposites mortal, ephemeral. 
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deathly ► adjective Qa deathly pallor death 
like, deadly, ghostly, ghastly, ashen, chalky, 
white, pale, pallid, bloodless, wan. anaemic, 
pasty © (poetic/ literary) the eagle's deathly grasp 
deadly, fatal, lethal, mortal, death-dealing, tei- 
nble, baleful, dangerous, perilous 

debacle ► noun fiasco, failure, catastrophe, 
disaster, mess, ruin, downfall, collapse, defeat. 
informal foul-up, screw-up, hash, botch, washout, 
Brit informal cock-up, pig’s ear, bodge, N Amer in- 
formal snafu 

debar ►verb Q women were debarred Jiom the 
club exclude, ban, bar, disqualify, declare ineli- 
gible, preclude, shut out, lock out, keep out, 
reject, blackball. N Amer disfellowship ©thi’ 
unions were debarred from striking prevent, pro- 
hibit, proscribe, disallow, ban, interdict, block, 
stop, forbid to. Law enjoin, estop 
— oppositfs admit, allow 

debase ► verb O the moral code has been debased 
degrade, devalue, demean, cheapen, prosti- 
tute. discredit, drag down, tarnish, blacken, 
blemish, disgrace, dishonour, shame, damage, 
harm, undermine ©the added topper debases the 
silver reduce in value, reduce in quality, depie- 
ciate, contaminate, adulterate, pollute, taint, 
sully, corrupt, dilute, alloy 
-opposnts enhance 

debased ►adjective Q their debased amusements 
immoral, debauched, dissolute, perverted, de- 
generate. wicked, sinful, vile. base, iniquitous, 
corrupt, lewd, lascivious, lecherous, prurient, 
indecent © the myth lives on in a debased form 
corrupt, corrupted, bastardized, adulterated, 
diluted, tainted, sullied 
-opposnfcs honourable, onginal 
debatable ►adjective arguable, disputable, 
questionable, open to question, controversial, 
contentious, doubtful, dubious, uncertain, un- 
sure, unclear, borderline, inconclusive, moot, 
unsettled, unresolved, unconfirmed, undeter- 
mined, undecided, up in the an, informal iffy 

debate ►noun a debate on the reforms discus 
sion, discourse, parley, dialogue, argument, dis- 
pute, wrangle, wai of words, argumentation, 
disputation, dissension, disagreement, conten- 
tion, conflict, negotiations, talks, informal con 
fab, powwow 

► verb will debate our future discuss, talk 

over/thiough, talk about, thrash out, argue, 
dispute, informal kick around/about, bat 
around/about ©he debated whether to call her 
consider, think over/about, chew over, mull 
over, weigh up, ponder, deliberate, contem- 
plate. muse, meditate, formal cogitate 
debauch ►verb Q public morals have been de- 
bauched corrupt, debase, deprave, warp, per- 
vert, lead astray, ruin & {dated) he debauched six 
schoolgirls seduce, deflower, defile, violate, 
poetic/ literary ravish 

debauched ►adjective dissolute, dissipated, 
degenerate, corrupt, depraved, sinful, unprin- 
cipled. immoral, lascivious, lecherous, lewd, 
lustful, libidinous, licentious, promiscuous, 
loose, wanton, abandoned, decadent, profli- 
gate, intemperate, sybaritic 
-opposites wholesome 

debauchery ►noun dissipation, degeneracy, 
corruption, vice, depravity; immodesty, in- 
decency, perversion, iniquity, wickedness, sin- 


fulness. impropriety, immorality, lascivious- 
ness, salaciousness, lechery, lewdness, lust, 
promiscuity, wantonness, profligacy, deca- 
dence, intemperance, sybaritism, formal turpi- 
tude 

debilitate ► verb weaken, enfeeble, enervate, 
devitalize, sap. dram, exhaust, weary, fatigue, 
piostrate, undermine, impair, indispose, incap- 
acitate, cripple, disable, paralyse, immobilize, 
lay low, informal knock out, do m 
-opposites invigorate 

debility ► noun frailty, weakness, enfeeble- 
ment, enervation, devitalization, lassitude, ex- 
haustion, weariness, fatigue, prostration, incap- 
acity, indisposition, infirmity, illness, sickness, 
sickliness, informal weediness, Medicine asthenia 

debonair ►adjective suave, urbane, sophisti- 
cated, cultured, self-possessed, self-assured, 
confident, charming, gracious, courteous, gal- 
lant, chivalrous, gentlemanly, refined, pol- 
ished. well bred, genteel, dignified, courtly, 
well gloomed, elegant, stylish, smart, dashing. 
informal smooth, swish, sharp, cool 
-opposites unsophisticated 

debrief ► verb question, quiz, interview, exam- 
ine, cross-examine, interrogate, probe, sound 
out, informal gnll. pump 

debris ► noun detritus, refuse, rubbish, waste, 
litter, sciap. dioss, chaff, flotsam and jetsam, 
lumber, nibble, wreckage, remains, scraps, 
dregs. N Amer trash, garbage. Austral /NZ mul- 
lock, informal dreck, junk 

debt ► noun Qhe couldn’t pay his debts bill, ac- 
count, dues, arrears, chaiges, financial obliga- 
tion, outstanding payment, money owing, N 
Amer check, informal tab ©his debt to the author 
indebtedness, obligation, gratitude, appreci- 
ation, thanks 

■ In debt owing money, in arrears, behind 
with payments, overdrawn, insolvent, bank- 
rupt. ruined, Bnt in liquidation, informal m the 
red, in Queer Street, on the rocks 

■ in someone's debt indebted to, beholden 
to, obliged to, duty-bound to, honour-bound to, 
obligated to, grateful, thankful, appreciative 

debtor ►noun borrower, mortgagoi, bank- 
rupt, insolvent, defaulter 
-opposites creditor 

debunk ► verb explode, deflate, quash, drive a 
coach and horses through, discredit, disprove, 
contradict, controvert, invalidate, negate, chal- 
lenge, call into question, informal shoot full of 
holes, blow sky-high, formal confute 
-opposites confirm 

debut ► noun first appearance, first perform- 
ance, launch, coming out, entrance, premiere, 
introduction, inception, inauguration, informal 
kick-off 

decadence ► noun Q the decadence of modem 
society dissipation, degeneracy, debauchery, 
corruption, depravity, vice, sin, moral decay, 
immorality, immoderateness, intemperance, li- 
centiousness, self-indulgence, hedonism ©the 
decadence of nations decline, fall, decay, degen- 
eration, deterioration, degradation, retrogres- 
sion. 

-opposites morality, rise 

decadent ►adjective Q decadent city life dis- 
solute, dissipated, degenerate, corrupt, de- 
praved, sinful, unprincipled, immoral, liceh- 
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tious, abandoned, profligate, intemperate, syb- 
aritic. hedonistic, pleasureseeking, self-indul- 
gent Qthe decadent empire declining, decaying, 
ebbing, degenerating, deteriorating 

decamp ►verb Qhe decamped with the profits 
abscond, make off. run off/away, flee, bolt, 
take flight, disappear, vanish, steal away, sneak 
away, escape, make a run for it, leave, depart, 
informal split, scram, vamoose, cut and run, do a 
disappearing act. head for the hills, go AWOL, 
Bnt informal do a bunk, do a runner, scarper, N 
Amer informal take a powder, go on the lam 
0 {archaic) the armies decamped strike one s 
tents, break camp, move on 

decant ►verb pour out/off, draw off, siphon 
off, dram, tap, transfer 

decapitate ►verb behead, guillotine, archaic 
decollate 

decay ►verb Qthe corpses hud decayed decom 
pose, rot, putrefy, go bad. go off, spoil, fester, 
perish, deteriorate, degrade, break down, 
moulder, mortify, shrivel, wither 0the cities 
continue to decay deteriorate, degenerate, de- 
cline, go downhill, slump, slide, go to rack and 
rum, go to seed, disintegrate, fall to pieces, fall 
into disrepair, fail, collapse, informal go to pot. 
go to the dogs, go down the toilet. Austral /NZ in- 
formal go to the pack 

► noun Q signs of decay decomposition, putrefac- 
tion, festering, rot, mould, mildew, fungus 
0 tooth decay rot, corrosion, decomposition, 
canes, cavities, holes Qthe decay of American 
values deterioration, degeneration, debase- 
ment, degradation, decline, weakening, atro- 
phy. crumbling, disintegration, collapse 

decayed ► adjective decomposed, decompos- 
ing, rotten, putrescent, putnd, bad, off, 
spoiled, penshed, mouldy, festenng, fetid, ran- 
cid, rank, maggoty, wormy, flyblown 

decaying ►adjective Q decaying fish decom 
posing, decomposed, rotting, rotten, putres- 
cent, putnd, bad, off. penshed, mouldy, fester- 
ing, fetid, rancid, rank, maggoty, wormy, fly- 
blown 0 a decaying city declining, degenerat- 
ing, dying, crumbling, run down, tumbledown, 
ramshackle, shabby, decrepit, in decline, in 
rums, informal on the way out 

decease ►noun ( formal) her decease was immi- 
nent death, dying, demise, end, passing, loss of 
life, quietus, informal curtains, croaking, snuffi- 
ng, archaic expiry 

► verb ( archaic ) he deceased at his palace See die 
sense 1 

deceased ► adjective ( formal) dead, expired, de- 
parted, gone, no more, passed on/away, late, 
lost, lamented, penshed, fallen, slam, slaugh- 
tered. killed, murdered, lifeless, extinct, informal 
(as) dead as a doornail, six feet under, pushing 
up daisies, euphemistic with God, asleep 

deceit ► noun Qher endless deceit deception, 
deceitfulness, duplicity, double-dealing, fraud, 
cheating, tnckeiy, chicanery, deviousness, sly- 
ness, wiliness, guile, bluff, lying, pretence, 
treachery; informal crookedness, monkey busi- 
ness, jiggery-pokery; N Amer informal monkey- 
shines e their life is a deceit sham, fraud, pre- 
tence. hoax, fake, blind, artifice, tnck, strata- 
gem, device, ruse, scheme, dodge, machin- 
ation. deception, subterfuge; cheat, swindle, in- 


formal con. set-up, scam, flimflam, N Amer infor- 
mal bunco 

-opposites honesty 

deceitful ►adjective Qa deceitful woman dis- 
honest, untruthful, mendacious, insincere, 
false, disingenuous, untrustworthy, unscrupu- 
lous, unprincipled, two-faced, duplicitous, 
double-dealing, underhand, crafty, cunning, 
sly, scheming, calculating, treacherous, Machia- 
vellian, informal sneaky, tricky, foxy, crooked, 
Bnt informal bent 0 a deceitful allegation fraudu 
lent, counterfeit, fabricated, invented, concoct- 
ed, made up. trumped up, untrue, false, bogus, 
fake, spurious, fallacious, deceptive, mislead- 
ing, euphemistic economical with the truth 
deceive ► verb Qshe was deceived by a con man 
swindle, defraud, cheat, tnck, hoodwink, hoax, 
dupe, take in, mislead, delude, fool, outwit, 
lead on, inveigle, beguile, double-cross, gull, in- 
formal con, bamboozle, do, gyp, diddle, swizzle, 
rip off. shaft, pull a fast one on, take for a ride, 
pull the wool over someone’s eyes, sell a pup 
to, N Amer informal sucker, snooker, stiff Qhe 
deceived her with another woman be unfaithful 
to, cheat on, betray, play someone false, informal 
two-time 

decelerate ►verb slow down/up. ease up, 
slack up. reduce speed, brake 
decency ►noun Q standards of taste and de- 
cency propriety, decorum, good taste, respect- 
ability, dignity, correctness, good form, eti- 
quette. morality, virtue, modesty, delicacy 
Qhe didn't have the decency to tell me courtesy, 
politeness, good manneis, civility, respect, con- 
sideration. thoughtfulness, tact, diplomacy 
decent ►adjective Qa decent Christian burial 
proper, correct, appropnate, apt, fitting, suit- 
able. respectable, dignified, decorous, seemly, 
nice, tasteful, conventional, accepted, standard, 
traditional, orthodox, comme ll faut, informal 
pukka Q(Bnt informal) a very decent chap hon 
ourable, honest, trustworthy, dependable, re- 
spectable. upnght. clean-living, virtuous, good, 
obliging, helpful, accommodating, unselfish, 
generous, kind, thoughtful, considerate, neigh- 
bourly, hospitable, pleasant, agreeable, ami- 
able © a job with decent pay satisfactory, rea- 
sonable, fair, acceptable, adequate, sufficient, 
ample, not bad. all right, tolerable, passable, 
suitable, informal OK, okay, up to snuff 
-opposites unpleasant, unsatisfactory 
deception ► noun Qthey obtained money by de- 
ception deceit, deceitfulness, duplicity, double- 
dealing, fraud, cheating, trickery, chicanery, 
deviousness, slyness, wiliness. guile, bluff, 
lying, pretence, treachery, informal crookedness, 
monkey business, jiggery-pokery, N Amer infor- 
mal monkeyshines 0it was all a deception 
trick, deceit, sham, fraud, pretence, hoax, 
fake, blind, artifice, stratagem, device, ruse, 
scheme, dodge, machination, subterfuge, cheat, 
swindle, informal con, set-up, scam, flimflam, N 
Amer informal bunco 

deceptive ►adjective O distances are very decep- 
tive' misleading, illusory, lllusionary, specious; 
ambiguous; distorted, poetic/ literary illusive Q de- 
ceptive practices' deceitful, duplicitous, fraudu- 
lent. counterfeit, underhand, cunning, crafty, 
sly, guileful, scheming, treacherous. Machiavel- 
lian, disingenuous, untrustworthy, unscrupu- 
lous, unprincipled, dishonest, insincere, false. 
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informal crooked, sharp, shady, sneaky, tncky, 
foxy, Bnt informal bent 

docide ►verb Qshe decided to become u writer 
resolve, determine, make up one’s mind, 
make a decision, elect, choose, opt, plan, aim, 
have the intention, have m mind, set one's 
sights on 0 research to decide a variety of ques- 
tions settle, resolve, determine, work out, an- 
swer, informal sort out, figure out ©fin.’ court is 
to decide the cose adjudicate, arbitrate, adjudge, 
judge, hear, try, examine, sit in judgement on, 
pronounce on, give a verdict on. rule on 

decided ►adjective o they have a decided advan- 
tage distinct, clear, marked, pronounced, obvi 
ous, striking, noticeable, unmistakable, patent, 
manifest, definite, certain, positive, emphatic, 
undeniable, indisputable, unquestionable, as- 
sured, guaranteed 0he was very decided deter 
mined, resolute, firm, strong-minded, strong- 
willed, emphatic, dead set, unwavering, un- 
yielding, unbending, inflexible, unshakeable, 
unrelenting, obstinate, stubborn, N Amer rock- 
nbbed ©our future is decided settled, estab- 
lished, resolved, determined, agreed, desig- 
nated, chosen, ordained, piescnbed, set. fixed, 
informal sewn up, wiapped up 

decidedly ►adverb distinctly, cleaily. mark- 
edly, obviously, noticeably, unmistakably, pa- 
tently, manifestly, definitely, certainly, posi- 
tively. absolutely, downnght, undeniably, un- 
questionably, extiemely, exceedingly, excep- 
tionally. particulaily, especially, very. N English 
right, informal terrifically, devilishly, ultia, mega, 
majorly, Bnt informal jolly, evei so, dead, well, N 
Amer informal real, mighty, awlul. archaic exceed- 
ing 

deciding ►adjective determining, decisive, 
conclusive, kcv. pivotal, crucial, critical, signifi- 
cant, major, chiet, principal, prime 

decipher ►verb ©he deciphered the code de 
codf. decrypt, bieak, woik out, solve, mtei- 
pret, translate, make sense of. get to the hot 
tom of, unravel, informal crack, figure out, Bnt in- 
formal twig, suss (out) ©the writing was hard to 
decipher make out. discern, perceive, read, fol- 
low. fathom, make sense of, interpret, undei 
stand, comprehend, grasp 
-opposites encode 

decision ► noun Q they came to a decision 
resolution, conclusion, settlement, commit- 
ment, resolve, determination, choice, option, 
selection & the judge's decisum verdict, finding, 
ruling, recommendation, judgement, pro- 
nouncement, adjudication, arbitrament, order, 
rule, findings, results, Law determination, N 
Amer resolve © his order had a ring of decision 
decisiveness, determination, resolution, re- 
solve, firmness, strong-mindedness, purpose, 
purposefulness 

decisive ►adjective Qa decisive man resolute, 
firm, strong-minded, strong-willed, determined, 
purposeful, forceful, dead set. unwavering, un- 
yielding, unbending, inflexible, unshakeable, 
obstinate, stubborn, N Amer rock-ribbed ©the 
decisive factor deciding, conclusive, determin- 
ing, key, pivotal, critical, crucial, significant, 
influential, major, chief, principal, pnme. 

dock ► verb ©the street was decked with bunting 
decorate, bedeck, adorn, ornament, trim, tnck 
out, garnish, cover, hang, festoon, garland, 


swathe, wreathe, embellish, beautify, prettify, 
enhance, grace, set off, informal get up, do up, 
do out, tart up, poetic/ literary bejewel, bedizen, 
caparison, furbelow QIngnd was decked out in 
blue dress (up), clothe, attire, garb. robe, 
drape, turn out, fit out, ng out, outfit, cos- 
tume, informal doll up, get up, do up 

declaim ►verb ©a preacher declaiming from the 
pulpit make a speech, give an address, give a 
lecture, deliver a sermon, sj>eak, hold forth, 
orate, preach, lecture, sermonize, moralize; in- 
formal sound off, spout, speechify, preachify 
©they loved to hear him declaim poetry recite, 
read aloud, lead out loud, read out, deliver; in- 
formal spout ©he declaimed against the evils of so- 
ciety speak out, rail, inveigh, fulminate, rage, 
thunder, rant, expostulate, condemn, criticize, 
attack, decry, disparage 

declamation ► noun speech, address, lec- 
ture, sermon, homily, discouise. oration, reci- 
tation, disquisition, monologue 

declaration ►noun ©they issued a declaration 
announcement, statement, communication, 
pronouncement, proclamation, communique, 
edict. N Amer advisory ©the declaration of war 
proclamation, notification, announcement, 
revelation, disclosure, broadcasting ©a declar- 
ation of faith assertion, profession, affirmation, 
acknowledgement, revelation, disclosure, mani- 
festation, confirmation testimony, validation, 
certification, attestation, pledge, ivowal, vow, 
oath, protestation 

declare ►verb ©she declared her political prin- 
ciples proclaim, announce, state, reveal, air, 
voice, articulate, express, vent set forth, publi- 
cize, broadcast, informal come out with, shout 
from the looftops ©he declared that they were 
guilty assert, maintain, state, affirm, contend, 
argue, insist, hold, profess, claim, avow, swear, 
formal aver ©his speech declared him a gentleman 
show to be. reveal as, confirm as, prove to be. 
attest to someone’s being 
decline ►verb ©she declined all invitations turn 
down, reject, brush aside, icfuse, rebuff, spurn, 
repulse, dismiss, forgo, deny oneself, pass up, 
abstain from, say no, informal give the thumbs 
down to, give something a miss, give someone 
the brush-off, Bnt informal knock back ©the 
number of traders has declined decrease, reduce, 
lessen, diminish, dwindle, contract, shrink, fall 
off, tail off, drop, fall, go down, slump, plum- 
met, informal nosedive, take a header, crash 
© standards steadily declined deteriorate, de- 
generate, decay, crumble, collapse, slump, slip, 
slide, go dovvnhill, worsen, weaken, wane, ebb, 
informal go to pot. go to the dogs, go down the 
toilet, Austral /NZ informal go to the pack 
-opposites accept, increase, rise 
► noun ©a decline in profits reduction, decrease, 
downturn, downswing, devaluation, depreci- 
ation, diminution, ebb. drop, slump, plunge, in- 
formal nosedive, crash Qforest decline’ deterior 
ation, degeneration, degradation, shrinkage, 
death, decay 

■ In decline declining, decaying, crumbling, 
collapsing, failing, disappearing, dying, mon- 
bund, informal on its last legs, on the way out. 

decode ►verb decipher, decrypt, work out, 
solve, interpret, translate, make sense of, get 
to the bottom of, unravel, find the key to. infor- 
mal crack, figure out, Bnt informal twig, suss (otit) 
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decompose ► verb Q the chemical prevents 
corpses decomposing- decay, rot, putrefy, go bad, 
go off, spoil, fester, pensh, detenorate, de- 
grade, break down, moulder, mortify, shnvel, 
wither Qsome minerals decompose rapidly break 
up, fragment, disintegrate, crumble, dissolve, 
break down, decay 0 decompose words into sim - 
pier elements separate, divide, break down, dis- 
sect. resolve, reduce 

decomposition ► noun Q an advanced state of 
decomposition decay, putrefaction, putrescence, 
putridity Qthe decomposition of granite disinte 
g ration, dissolution, breaking down, decay 
0 the decomposition of a sentence separation, 
division, breakdown, dissection, dissolution, 
resolution, analysis, reduction 

decontaminate ► verb sanitize, sterilize, 
disinfect, clean, cleanse, punfy, fumigate 

decor ► noun decoration, furnishing, orna- 
mentation, colour scheme 

decorate ► verb Qthe door was decorated with a 
wreath ornament, adorn, trim, embellish, gar- 
nish, furnish, enhance, grace, prettify, festoon, 
garland, bedeck Qhe started to decorate his 
home paint, wallpaper, papei. refurbish, fur- 
bish, renovate, redecorate, informal do up, spruce 
up, do over, fix up. give something a facelift 
0 he was deiorated for courage give a medal to. 
honour, cite, reward 

decoration ► noun Qa ceiling with rich decor' 
ation ornamentation, adornment, trimming, 
embellishment, garnishing, gilding, beautifica- 
tion, prettification, enhancements, enrich- 
ments. frills, accessories, trimmings, finery, 
frippery 0 internal decoration See decor 0u 
C hristmas tree decoration ornament, bauble, trin- 
ket. knick-knack, spangle, trimming, tinsel 
©a decoration won on the battlefield medal, 
award, star, nbbon, laurel, trophy, prize, Military 
slang fruit salad, Bnt informal gong 

decorative ► adjective ornamental, embel- 
lishing, garnishing, fancy, ornate, attractive, 
pretty, showy 
-opposites functional 

decorous * adjective proper, seemly, decent, 
becoming, befitting, tasteful, correct, appropri- 
ate, suitable, fitting, tactful, polite, well man- 
nered, genteel, respectable, formal, restrained, 
modest, demure, gentlemanly, ladylike 
-opposites unseemly 

dOCOVUm ►noun Qhe had acted with decorum 
propriety, seemliness, decency, good taste, cor- 
rectness, politeness, courtesy, good manners, 
dignity, respectability, modesty, demureness 
©a breach of decorum etiquette, protocol, good 
form, custom, convention, formalities, niceties, 
punctilios, politeness 
-opposites impropriety 

decoy ►noun a decoy to distract their attention 
lure, bait, red hemng, enticement, induce- 
ment, temptation, attraction, carrot, snare, 
trap 

► verb he was decoyed to the mainland, lure, entice, 
tempt, entrap, snare, trap. 

decrease ►verb Q pollution levels decreased- 
lessen, reduce, drop, diminish, declme, dwin- 
dle. fall off, die down, abate, subside, tail off, 
ebb, wane; plummet, plunge 0 decrease the 
amount of fat in your body: reduce, lessen, lower, 


cut, curtail, slim down, tone down, deplete, 
minimize, informal slash 
-opposites increase 

► noun a decrease in crime reduction, drop, de- 
cline. downturn, cut, cutback, diminution, ebb, 
wane 

-opposites increase 

decree ►noun ©a presidential decree order, 
edict, command, commandment, mandate, 
proclamation, dictum, fiat, law. statute, act, for - 
mal ordinance 0 a court decree judgement, ver- 
dict, adjudication, ruling, resolution, decision 

► verb he decreed that a stadium should be built 
order, command, rule, dictate, pronounce, 
proclaim, ordain, direct, decide, determine 

decrepit ►adjective O a decrepit old man fee 
ble, infirm, weak, weakly, frail, disabled, in- 
capacitated, crippled, doddering, tottenng, old, 
elderly, aged, ancient, senile, informal past it, 
over the hill, no spring chicken 0 a decrepit 
house dilapidated, nckety, run down, tumble- 
down, ramshackle, derelict, ruined, in (a state 
of) disrepair, gone to rack and rum, battered, 
decayed, crumbling, deteriorating 
-opposites strong, sound 
decry ► verb denounce, condemn, criticize, 
censure, attack, rail against, run down, pillory, 
lambaste, vilify, revile, disparage, deprecate, 
cast aspersions on, informal slam, blast, knock, 
Bnt informal slate 
-opposites praise 

dedicate ►verb Qshe dedicated her life to the 
sick devote, commit, pledge, give, surrendei, 
sacrifice, set aside, allocate, consign 0 a book 
dedicated to a noblewoman inscribe, address, as- 
sign Qthe chapel was dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary devote, assign, bless, consecrate, sanc- 
tify, formal hallow 

dedicated ►adjective Qa dedicated socialist 
committed, devoted, staunch, firm, steadfast, 
resolute, unwavering, loyal, faithful, true, 
dyed-in-the-wool, wholehearted, single-minded, 
enthusiastic, keen, earnest, zealous, ardent, 
passionate, fervent, informal card-carrying, deep- 
dyed ©data is accessed by a dedicated machine 
exclusive, custom built, customized 
-opposites indifferent 

dedication ►noun Q sport requires dedication 
commitment, application, diligence, industry, 
resolve, enthusiasm, zeal, conscientiousness, 
perseverance, persistence, tenacity, drive, stay- 
ing power, hard work, effort 0 her dedication to 
the job devotion, commitment, loyalty, adher- 
ence, allegiance. Qthe book has a dedication to 
his wife inscription, address, message ©the 
dedication of the church blessing, consecration, 
sanctification, benediction 
-opposites apathy 

deduce ►verb conclude, reason, work out. 
infer, glean, divine, intuit, understand, assume, 
presume, conjecture, surmise, reckon, informal 
figure out, Bnt. informal suss out 

deduct ►verb subtract, take away, take off. 
debit, dock, discount, abstract, remove; informal 
knock off 
-opposites add 

deduction ►noun Qthe deduction of tax sub- 
traction. removal, debit, abstraction ©gross 
pay, before deductions : stoppage, subtraction 
Qshe was right in her deduction, conclusion, m- 
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ference, supposition, hypothesis, assumption, 
presumption, suspicion, conviction, belief, rea- 
soning 

deed ► noun O knightly deeds act, action, feat, 
exploit, achievement, accomplishment, endeav- 
our, undertaking, enterprise ©unity must be es- 
tablished in deed and word • fact, reality, actual- 
ity ©mortgage deeds legal document, con- 
tract. indenture, instrument 

deem ► verb consider, regard as. judge, ad- 
judge, hold to be. view as, see as, take for, 
class as, count, find, esteem, suppose, reckon, 
think, believe, feel 

deep ► adjective Q a deep ravine cavernous, 
yawning, gaping, huge, extensive, bottomless, 
fathomless, unfathomable, archaic profound 
©two inches deep in depth, downwards, in- 
wards. m vertical extent Qdeep affection in 
tense, heartfelt, wholehearted, deep-seated, 
deep-rooted, sincere, genuine, earnest, enthusi- 
astic, great ©a deep sleep sound, heavy, in- 
tense ©a deep thinker profound, serious, 
philosophical, complex, weighty, abstruse, eso- 
teric, recondite, mysterious, obscure, intelli- 
gent, intellectual, learned, wise, scholarly, dis- 
cerning, penetrating, perceptive, insightful 
Qhe was deep in concentration rapt, absorbed, 
engrossed, preoccupied, immersed, lost, 
gripped, intent, engaged ©a deep mystery ob 
scure, mysterious, secret, unfathomable, 
opaque, abstruse, recondite, esotenc, enigmat- 
ic, arcane, puzzling, baffling, mystifying, inex- 
plicable Qhis deep voice low-pitched, low. 
bass, rich, powerful, resonant, booming, sonor- 
ous ©a deep red dark, intense, nch, strong, 
bold, warm 

-opposites shallow, superficial, high, light 

► noun O {poetic /literary) creatures of the deep the 
sea, the ocean, informal the drink, Bnt informal the 
bnny, poetic/ literary the profound ©the deep oj 
night the middle, the midst, the depths, the 
dead, the thick 

► adverb QI dug deep far down, way down, to a 
great depth ©he brought them deep into wood- 
land far, a long way, a great distance 

deepen ►verb Qhis love jor her had deepened 
grow, increase, intensify, strengthen, height- 
en, amplify, augment, informal step up, Bnt infor- 
mal hot up © they deepened the hole dig out, dig 
deeper, excavate 

deeply ► adverb profoundly, greatly, enor- 
mously, extremely, very much, strongly, 
powerfully, intensely, keenly, acutely, thor- 
oughly, completely, entirely, informal well, ser- 
iously, majorly 

deep-rooted ►adjective deep-seated, deep, 
profound, fundamental, basic, established, in- 
grained. entrenched, unshakeable, inveterate, 
inbuilt, secure, persistent, abiding, lingering. 
-opposite s superficial 

deep-seated ► adjective. See deep-rooted 

deer ► noun. See list 
-related terms cervine 

deface ►verb vandalize, disfigure, mar, spoil, 
ruin, sully, damage, blight, impair; N Amer infor- 
mal trash. 

de facto ►adverb the republic is de facto two 
states: in practice, in effect, in fact, in reality, 
really, actually 
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Deer and Antelopes 


addax 

grysbok 

reindeer 

axis deer 

guemal 

meooK 

baraslngha 

hartebeest 

roan antelope 

beira 

hiroia 

roe deer 

beisa 

hog deer 

royal antelope 

Wackbuck 

impala 

royal stag 

blesbok 

kllpspringer 

rusa 

bongo 

kob 

sable antelope 

bontebok 

kudu 

saiga 

brocket 

lech we 

sambar 

bushbuck 

marsh deer 

sasin 

caribou 

moose 

serow 

chamois 

mountain 

sfka 

chevrotain 

goat 

sitatunga 

Chinese 

mouse deer 

sore! 

water deer 

mule deer 

springbok 

chltal 

muntjac 

steenbok 

Clark’s 

musk deer 

suni 

gazelle 

musk ox 

swamp deer 

dibatag 

nilgai 

takln 

dik-dik 

nyala 

thamin 

duiker 

okapi 

topi 

eland 

oribi 

tsessebi 

elk 

oryx 

tufted deer 

fallow deer 

Pfcne David’s 

wapiti 

gazelle 

deer 

waterbuck 

gemsbok 

pronghorn 

water deer 

gerenuk 

antelope 

white-tailed 

gnu 

pudu 

deer 

goat- 

puku 

wildebeest 

antelope 

red deer 


goral 

reedbuck 


-opposites de jure 



► adjective de jacto control actual, real, effective 
-opposites de jure 

defamation ►noun libel, slander, calumny, 
character assassination, vilification, scandal- 
mongenng, malicious gossip, aspersions, muck- 
raking, abuse, disparagement, denigration, 
smear, slur, informal mud-slinging 

defamatory ► adjective libellous, slanderous, 
scandalmongenng, malicious, vicious, backbit- 
ing, muckraking, abusive, disparaging, denigra- 
toiy, insulting; informal mud-slinging, bitchy, 
catty, formal calumnious, calummatoiy 

defame ►verb libel, slander, malign, cast as- 
persions on, smear, traduce, give someone a 
bad name, run down, speak ill of, vilify, be- 
smirch, stigmatize, disparage, denigrate, dis- 
credit, decry, informal do a hatchet job on, drag 
through the mud, N Amer slur, informal bad- 
mouth, Bnt informal slag off. formal calumniate 
-opposites compliment 

default ► noun Qthe incidence of defaults on 
loans non-payment, failure to pay, non-remit- 
tance Ql became a teacher by default ■ inaction, 
omission, lapse, neglect, negligence, disregard, 
absence, non-appearance 

► verb Qthe customer defaulted fail to pay, not 
pay, renege, back out, go back on one’s word. 
informal welsh, bilk ©the program will default to 
its own style revert, select automatically 

defaulter ►noun Qa mortgage defaulter non- 
payer, debt-dodger; tax-dodger; N Amer delin- 
quent © ( Bnt Military) the defaulters’ room: offend 
er, wrongdoer, felon, delinquent. 
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defeat ► verb O the army which defeated the Scots 
beat, conquer, win against, triumph over, get 
the better of, vanquish, rout, trounce, over- 
come, overpower, crush, subdue, informal lick, 
thrash, whip, wipe the floor with, make mince- 
meat of, clobber, slaughter, demolish, cane, Bnt 
informal stuff; N Amer mfonnal cream, skunk 
© these complex plans defeat their purpose thwart, 
frustrate, foil, ruin, scotch, debar, snooker, de- 
rail, obstruct, impede, hinder, hamper, informal 
put the kibosh on, put paid to. stymie, Bnt infor- 
mal scupper, nobble ©the motion was defeated 
reject, overthrow, throw out, dismiss, outvote, 
turn down, informal give the thumbs down 
©how to make it work defeats me baffle, per- 
plex, bewilder, mystify, bemuse, confuse, con- 
found, throw, informal beat, flummox, faze, 
stump, fox 

► noun ©a crippling defeat loss, conquest, 
vanquishment, rout, trouncing, downfall, infor- 
mal thrashing, hiding, drubbing, licking, past- 
ing, massacre, slaughter ©the defeat of his 
plans failure, downfall, collapse, rum, rejec- 
tion, frustration, abortion, miscarriage, undo- 
ing. reverse 

-opposites victory, success 

defeatist ► adjective a defeatist attitude pessim 
istic, fatalistic, negative, cynical, despondent, 
despairing, hopeless, bleak, gloomy 
-opposites optimistic 

► noun pessimist, fatalist, cyme, prophet of 
doom, doomster, misery, killjoy, worrier, infor- 
mal quitter, wet blanket 

-opposites optimist 

defecate ►verb excrete (faeces), have a 
bowel movement, evacuate one’s bowels, void 
excrement, relieve oneself, go to the lavatory. 
informal do number two, do a pooh 

defect 1 ►noun he spotted a defect in mv work 
fault, flaw, imperfection, deficiency, weak- 
ness. weak spot inadequacy, shortcoming, 
limitation, failing* kink, deformity, blemish, 
mistake, error. Computing bug. informal glitch, 
gremlin 

defect 2 ► verb his chief intelligence officer defected 
desert, change sides, turn traitor, rebel, re- 
nege, abscond, quit, escape, break faith, secede 
from, revolt against, informal rat on. Military go 
AWOL, poetic/ literary forsake, rare tergiversate 

defection ►noun desertion, absconding, de- 
camping, flight, apostasy, secession, treason, 
betrayal, disloyalty, poetic/ literary perfidy, rare ter- 
giversation 

defective ►adjective ©a defective seat belt 
faulty, flawed, imperfect, shoddy, inoperative, 
malfunctioning, out of order, unsound, m dis- 
repair, broken, informal on the blink, Bnt informal 
knackered, duff © these methods are defective 
lacking, wanting, deficient, inadequate, insuffi- 
cient Q (dated) a mentally defective child impaired, 
slow, simple, backward, retarded, dated defi- 
cient, subnormal, educationally subnormal, 
ESN 

-opposites perfect 

defector ►noun deserter, turncoat, traitor, 
renegade, Judas, quisling, informal rat; rare tergi- 
versator. 

defence ►noun ©the defence of the fortress 
protection, guarding, security, fortification, re- 
sistance, deterrent. © the enemy's defences barri 


cade, fortification, fortress, keep, rampart, bul- 
wark, bastion e he spoke in defence of his boss 
vindication, justification, support, advocacy, en- 
dorsement, apology, explanation, exoneration 
©more spending on defence armaments, wea- 
pons, weaponry, arms, the military, the armed 
forces 0 the prisoner’s defence vindication, ex- 
planation, mitigation, justification, iationaliza- 
tion, excuse, alibi, reason, plea, pleading, testi- 
mony, declaration, case 

defenceless ►adjective O defenceless animals 
vulnerable, helpless, powerless, impotent, 
weak, susceptible Qthe country is wholly defence- 
less undefended, unprotected, unguarded, un- 
shielded, unarmed, vulnerable, assailable, ex- 
posed, insecure, pregnable 
— opposi i es resilient 

defend ►verb ©a fort built to defend Ireland 
protect, guard, safeguard, secuie, shield, foi- 
tify, garrison, barricade, uphold, support, 
watch over ©he defended his policy justify, vin- 
dicate, argue for, support, make a case for, 
plead for, excuse, explain © the manager defend- 
ed his players support, back, stand by, stick up 
for, stand up for, argue for, champion, en- 
dorse, informal throw one’s weight behind 
-opposites attack, criticize 

defendant ►noun accused, prisoner (at the 
bar), appellant, litigant, respondent, suspect 
-opposites plaintiff 

defender ►noun O defenders of the enwronment 
protector, guard, guardian, preserver, custo- 
dian, watchdog, keepei, overseer, superintend- 
ent, caretaker ©a defender of coluntahsm sup 
porter, upholder, backer, champion, advocate, 
apologist, proponent, exponent, promoter, ad- 
herent, believer ©he passed two defenders and 
scored fullback, back, sweeper, (defenders) 
back four 

defensible ►adjective ©a defensible attitude 
justifiable, arguable, tenable, defendable, sup- 
portable, plausible, sound, sensible, reasonable, 
rational, logical, acceptable, valid, legitimate, 
excusable, pardonable, understandable ©a de- 
fensible territory secure, safe, fortified, invulner- 
able, impregnable, impenetrable, unassailable 
-opposites untenable, vulnerable 

defensive ►adjective © troops in defensive posi- 
tions defending, protective, waiy, watchful 
©a defensive response self-justifying, oversensi- 
tive, prickly, paranoid, neurotic, informal up- 
tight. twitchy 

defer 1 ► verb the committee will defer their deci- 
sion postpone, put off, delay, hold over/off, 
put back, shelve, suspend, stay, mothball, N 
Amer put over, table, take a ram check on, infor- 
mal put on ice, put on the back burner, put in 
cold storage 

defer 2 ► verb they deferred to Joseph’s judgement 
yield, submit, give way, give m, surrender, ca- 
pitulate, acquiesce, respect, honour 

deference ► noun respect, respectfulness, 
dutifulness, submissiveness, submission, obedi- 
ence, surrender, accession, capitulation, acqui- 
escence, complaisance, obeisance 
-opposites disrespect. 

deferential ►adjective respectful, humble, 
obsequious; dutiful, obedient, submissive, sub- 
servient, yielding, acquiescent, complaisant, 
compliant, tractable, biddable, docile 
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deferment | defuse 


deferment ► noun postponement, deferral, 
suspension, delay, adjournment, interruption, 
pause, respite, stay, moratorium, reprieve, 
grace 

defiance ► noun resistance, opposition, non- 
compliance, disobedience, insubordination, dis- 
sent, recalcitrance, subversion, rebellion, con- 
tempt, disregard, scorn, insolence, truculence 
-opposites obedience 

defiant * adjective intransigent, resistant, ob- 
stinate, uncooperative, non-compliant, recalci- 
trant, obstreperous, truculent, dissenting, dis- 
obedient, insubordinate, subversive, rebellious, 
mutinous, informal feisty, Bnt informal stroppy, bol- 
shie 

-opposites cooperative 

deficiency ► noun Qa vitamin deficiency insuf 
ficiency, lack, shortage, want, dearth, inad- 
equacy, deficit, shortfall, scarcity, paucity, ab- 
sence. undersupply, deprivation, shortness 
Qthe team's big deficiency defect, fault, flaw, 
imperfection, weakness, weak point, inad- 
equacy, shortcoming, limitation, failing 
-opposites surplus, strength 

deficient ► adjective Qa diet deficient in \ntamin 
A lacking, wanting, inadequate, insufficient, 
limited, poor, scant, short of/on, low on ©de- 
ficient leadership defective, faulty, flawed, inad- 
equate. imperfect, shoddy, weak, inferior, un- 
sound, substandard, second-rate, poor, Bnt infor- 
mal duff 

deficit ► noun shortfall, deficiency, shortage, 
undersupply, debt, arrears, negative amount, 
loss 

-opposites surplus 

defile ► verb ©her capacity for love had been de- 
filed spoil, sully, mar, impair, debase, degrade, 
poison, taint, tarnish, destroy, ruin ©the sac- 
red bones were defiled desecrate, profane, vio- 
late, contaminate, pollute, debase, degiade, dis- 
honour © (archaic) she was defiled by a married 
man rape, violate, poetic/ literary ravish, dated de- 
flower 

-opposites sanctify 

definable ►adjective determinable, ascertain- 
able, known, definite, clear-cut, precise, exact, 
specific 

define ► verb O the dictionary defines it succinctly 
explain, expound, interpret, elucidate, de- 
scribe, clarify, give the meaning of, put into 
words © he defined the limits of the middle class 
determine, establish, fix, specify, designate, de- 
cide, stipulate, set out, demarcate, delineate 
0 the farm buildings defined against the fields out 
line, delineate, silhouette 

definite ►adjective Qa definite answer explicit, 
specific, express, precise, exact, clear-cut, dir- 
ect, plain, outright, fixed, established, con- 
firmed, concrete © definite evidence certain, 
sure, positive, conclusive, decisive, firm, con- 
crete, unambiguous, unequivocal, clear, unmis- 
takable. proven, guaranteed, assured, cut and 
dned ©she had a definite dislike for Robert un 
mistakable, unequivocal, unambiguous, cer- 
tain. undisputed, decided, marked, distinct 
Qa definite geographical area' fixed, marked, de- 
marcated, delimited, stipulated, particular 
-opposites vague, ambiguous, indetermin- 
ate. 


definitely ► adverb certainly, surely, for sure, 
unquestionably, without doubt, without ques- 
tion, undoubtedly, indubitably, positively, abso- 
lutely, undeniably, unmistakably, plainly, dear- 
ly, obviously, patently, palpably, transparently, 
unequivocally, as sure as eggs is eggs 

definition ►noun Qthe definition of ‘intelli- 
gence’ meaning, denotation, sense, interpret- 
ation, explanation, elucidation, description, 
clarification, illustration 0 the definition of the 
picture clarity, visibility, sharpness, crispness, 
acuteness, resolution, focus, contrast 

definitive ►adjective Qa definitive decision 
conclusive, final, ultimate, unconditional, un- 
qualified. absolute, categorical, positive, defin- 
ite ©the definitive guide authoritative, ex- 
haustive. best, finest, consummate, classic, 
standaid, recognized, accepted, official 

deflate ►verb Qhe deflated the tyres let down, 
flatten, void, puncture Qthe balloon deflated go 
down, collapse, shrink, contract ©the news had 
deflated him subdue, humble, cow, chasten, dis- 
pirit, dismay, discourage, dishearten, squash, 
crush, bring down, take the wind out of 
someone’s sails, informal knock the stuffing out 
of Qthe budget deflated the economy reduce, 
slow down, diminish, devalue, depreciate, de- 
press 

-opposites inflate 

deflect ►verb Qshe wanted to deflect attention 
from herself turn aside /away, divert, avert, side- 
track, distract, draw away, block, parry, fend 
off, stave off ©the ball deflected off the wall 
bounce, glance, ricochet, diverge, deviate, veer, 
swerve, slew 

deform ►verb disfigure, bend out of shape, 
contort, buckle, warp, damage, impair 

deformed ► adjective misshapen, distorted, 
malformed, contorted, out of shape, twisted, 
ciooked, warped, buckled, gnarled, crippled, 
humpbacked, hunchbacked, disfigured, gro- 
tesque. injured, damaged, mutilated, mangled 

deformity ►noun malformation, misshapen- 
ness. distortion, crookedness, imperfection, ab- 
normality, irregularity, disfigurement, defect, 
flaw, blemish 

defraud ►verb swindle, cheat, rob; deceive, 
dupe, hoodwink, double-cross, trick, informal 
con. do, sting, diddle, rip off, shaft, bilk, rook, 
gyp, pull a fast one on, put one over on, sell a 
pup to, N Amer informal sucker, snooker, stiff, 
Austral informal pull a swifty on 

defray ►verb PAY (for), cover, meet, square, 
settle, clear, discharge, foot the bill for, N Amer 
informal pick up the tab for 

deft ► adjective skilful, adept, adroit, dexterous, 
agile, nimble, handy, able, capable, skilled, 
proficient, accomplished, expert, polished, 
slick, professional, masterly, clever, shrewd, as- 
tute, canny, sharp, informal nifty, nippy. 
-opposites clumsy 

defunct ►adjective disused, unused, inopera- 
tive, non-functioning, unusable, obsolete, no 
longer existing, discontinued, extinct 
-opposites working, extant 

defuse ►verb Qhe tried to defuse the grenade 
deactivate, disarm, disable, make safe, ©an 
attempt to defuse the tension reduce, lessen, di- 
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mmish, lighten, relieve, ease, alleviate, moder- 
ate, mitigate 

-opposites activate, intensify 

defy ► verb Qhe defied European law disobey, go 
against, flout, fly in the face of, disregard, ig- 
nore, break, violate, contravene, breach, in- 
fringe, informal cock a snook at © his actions defy 
belief elude, escape, defeat, frustrate, thwart, 
baffle ©he glowered, defying her to mock him 
challenge, dare 
-opposites obey 

degeneracy ►noun corruption, decadence, 
moral decay, dissipation, dissolution, profli- 
gacy, vice, immorality, sin, sinfulness, ungodli- 
ness. debauchery, formal turpitude 

degenerate ► adjective Q a degenerate form of 
classicism debased, degraded, corrupt, impure, 
formal vitiated & her degenerate brother corrupt, 
decadent, dissolute, dissipated, debauched, rep- 
robate, profligate, sinful, ungodly, immoral, 
unprincipled, amoral, dishonourable, disreput- 
able, unsavoury, sordid, low, ignoble 
-opposites pure, moral 

► noun a group of degenerates reprobate, debauch- 
ee, profligate, libertine, rou£, loose-liver 

► verb Q their quality of life had degenerated deteri 
orate, decline, slip, slide, worsen, lapse, 
slump, go downhill, regress, retrogress, go to 
rack and ruin, informal go to pot, go to the dogs, 
hit the skids, go down the toilet Qthe muscles 
started to degenerate waste (away), atrophy, 
weaken 

-opposites improve 

degradation ►noun Q poverty brings with it 
degradation humiliation, shame, loss of self- 
respect, abasement, indignity, ignominy Qthe 
degradation of women demeaning, debasement, 
discrediting ©the degradation of the tissues de 
terioration, degeneration, atrophy, decay, 
breakdown 

degrade ►verb ©prisons should not degrade 
prisoners demean, debase, cheapen, devalue, 
shame, humiliate, humble, mortify, abase, dis- 
honour, dehumanize, brutalize ©the polymer 
will not degrade ■ break down, deteriorate, degen- 
erate, decay 
-opposites dignify 

degraded ► adjective © / feel so degraded hu 
miliated, demeaned, cheapened, cheap, 
ashamed, ©his degraded sensibilities degener 
ate, corrupt, depraved, dissolute, dissipated, 
debauched, immoral, base, sordid 
-opposites proud, moral 

degrading ►adjective humiliating, demeaning, 
shameful, mortifying, ignominious, undigni- 
fied, inglorious, wretched, informal infra dig 

degree ►noun level, standard, grade, mark, 
amount, extent, measure, magnitude, intensity, 
strength, proportion, ratio 

■ by degrees gradually, little by little, bit by 
bit, inch by inch, step by step, slowly, piece- 
meal 

■ to a degree to some extent, to a certain ex- 
tent. up to a point. 

dehydrate ► verb O alcohol dehydrates the skin 
dry (out), desiccate, dehumidify, effloresce 
Qfrogs can dehydrate quickly: dry up/out, lose 
water. 

-opposites hydrate 


deify ► verb © she was deified by the early Romans 
worship, revere, venerate, reverence, hold sac- 
red, immortalize ©he was deified by the press 
idolize, lionize, hero-worship, extol, idealize, 
glorify, aggrandize, informal put on a pedestal 
-opposites demonize 

deign ► verb condescend, stoop, lower oneself, 
demean oneself, humble oneself, consent, 
vouchsafe, informal come down from one’s high 
horse 

deity ► noun god, goddess, divine being, su- 
preme being, divinity, immortal, creator, demi- 
urge, godhead See lists at god 

dejected ►adjective downcast, downhearted, 
despondent, disconsolate, dispmted, crestfall- 
en, disheartened, depressed, crushed, desolate, 
heartbroken, in the doldrums, sad, unhappy, 
doleful, melancholy, miserable, woebegone, 
forlorn, wretched, glum, gloomy, informal blue, 
down in the mouth, down m the dumps, fed 
up, Brit informal brassed off, cheesed off 
-opposites cheerful 

de jure ► adverb & adjective by right, rightfully, 
legally, according to the law, rightful, legal 
-oppositfs de facto 

delay ►verb ©we were delayed fry the traffic Dt 
tain, hold up, make late, slow up/down, bog 
down, hinder, hamper, impede, obstruct 
©they delayed no longer linger, dally, drag 
one’s feet, be slow, hold back, dawdle, waste 
time, procrastinate, stall, hang fire, mark time, 
temporize, hesitate, dither, shilly-shally, informal 
dilly-dally, archaic tariy © he may delay the cut in 
interest rates postpone, put off. defer, hold 
over, shelve, suspend, stay, reschedule, N Amer 
put over, table, informal put on ice, put on the 
back burner, put in cold storage 
-opposites hurry, advance 

► noun © drivers will face lengthy delays hold-up. 
wait, detainment, hindrance, impediment, ob- 
struction, setback Qthe delay of his trial post 
ponement. deferral, deferment, stay, respite, 
adjournment ©/ set off without delay procras 
tination, stalling, hesitation, dithering, dally- 
ing. dawdling 

delectable ►adjective ©a delectable meal deli 
cious, mouth-watenng, appetizing, flavour- 
some, flavourful, toothsome, palatable, succu- 
lent, luscious, tasty, informal scrumptious, delish, 
sc rum my, yummy, Bnt informal moreish, N Amer 
informal finger-licking, nummy Qthe delectable 
Ms Davis delightful, lovely, captivating, 
charming, enchanting, appealing, beguiling, 
beautiful, attractive, ravishing, gorgeous, stun- 
ning, alluring, sexy, seductive, desirable, lus- 
cious, informal divine, heavenly, dreamy, Bnt infor- 
mal tasty 

-opposites unpalatable, unattractive 

delectation ► noun ( humorous ) enjoyment, 
gratification, delight, pleasure, satisfaction, rel- 
ish, entertainment, amusement, titillation. 

delegate ►noun trade union delegates repre 
sentative, envoy, emissary, commissioner, 
agent, deputy, commissary; spokesperson, 
spokesman/ woman, ambassador, plenipoten- 
tiary 

► verb Qshe must delegate routine tasks' assign, en- 
trust, pass on, hand on/over, turn over, de- 
volve, depute, transfer. Qthey were delegated to 
negotiate with the States authorize, commission. 
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depute, appoint, nominate, mandate, em- 
power, charge, choose, designate, elect 

delegation ► noun Q the delegation from South 
Africa deputation, delegacy, legation, (diplo- 
matic) mission, commission; delegates, repre- 
sentatives, envoys, emissaries, deputies ©the 
delegation of tasks to others assignment, entrust- 
ing. giving, devolution, deputation, transfer- 
ence 

delete ► verb remove, cut out, take out, edit 
out. expunge, excise, eradicate, cancel, cross 
out, stnke out, blue-pencil, ink out, scratch 
out, obliterate, white out, mb out, erase, ef- 
face, wipe out, blot out, Printing dele 
-opposites add 

deleterious ► adjective harmful, damaging, 
detrimental, injurious, bad. adverse, disadvan- 
tageous. unfavourable, unfortunate, undesir- 
able 

-opposites beneficial 

deliberate ►adjective ©<i deliberate attempt to 
provoke him intentional, calculated, conscious, 
intended, planned, studied, knowing, wilful, 
wanton, purposeful, purposive, premeditated, 
pre-planned, voluntary, volitional. Law dated 
prepense © small, deliberate steps careful, cau- 
tious, measured, regular, even, steady ©a de- 
liberate worker methodical, systematic, careful, 
painstaking, meticulous, thorough 
-opposites accidental, hasty, careless 
► verb she deliberated on his words think about 
over, ponder, consider, contemplate, reflect 
on, muse on, meditate on, ruminate on, mull 
over, give thought to. weigh up, brood ovei, 
dwell on, N Amer think on 

deliberately ►adverb ©he deliberately hurt 
me intentionally, on purpose, purposely, by 
design, knowingly, wittingly, consciously, pur- 
posefully, wilfully, wantonly, Law with malice 
aforethought ©he walked deliberately down the 
aisle carefully, cautiously, slowly, steadily, 
evenly 

deliberation ►noun Q after much deliberation, 

I accepted thought, consideration, reflection, 
contemplation, meditation, rumination, formal 
cogitation ©he replaced the glass with deliber- 
ation care, carefulness, caution, steadiness 

delicacy ►noun ©the fabric's delicacy fine 
ness, exquisiteness, delicateness, daintiness, 
ainness, flimsiness, gauziness, floatiness, silki- 
ness ©the children's delicacy sickliness, ill 
health, frailty, fragility, weakness, debility, in- 
firmity, valetudinarianism ©the delicacy of the 
situation difficulty, trickiness, sensitivity, tick- 
lishness, awkwardness Q treat this matter with 
delicacy care, sensitivity, tact, discretion, diplo- 
macy, subtlety, sensibility ©an Australian deli- 
cacy choice food, gourmet food, dainty, treat, 
luxury, bonne bouche; speciality 

delicate ►adjective ©delicate embroidery fine, 
exquisite, intricate, dainty, flimsy, gauzy, filmy, 
floaty, diaphanous, wispy, insubstantial ©a 
delicate shade of blue subtle, soft, muted, pastel, 
pale, light © delicate china cups fragile, break- 
able, frail; formal frangible Qhis wife is delicate 
sickly, unhealthy, frail, feeble, weak, debili- 
tated; unwell, infirm; formal valetudinarian © a 
delicate issue • difficult, tricky, sensitive, tick- 
lish. awkward, problematical, touchy, pnckly, 
embarrassing; informal sticky, dicey © the matter 


required delicate handling careful, sensitive, 
tactful, diplomatic, discreet, kid-glove, softly- 
softly ©his delicate palate discriminating, dis- 
cerning, fastidious, fussy, finicky, dainty, infor- 
mal picky, choosy, pernickety ©a delicate mech- 
anism sensitive, precision, precise 
-opposites coarse, lurid, strong, robust, 
clumsy 

delicious ►adjective ©a delicious meal delect 
able, mouth-watenng, appetizing, tasty, fla- 
voursome, flavourful, toothsome, palatable, 
succulent, luscious, informal scrumptious, delish, 
scrummy, yummy, Bnt informal moreish, N Amer 
informal finger-licking, nummy ©a delicious lan- 
guor stole over her delightful, exquisite, lovely, 
pleasurable, pleasant, informal heavenly, divine 
-opposites unpalatable, unpleasant 

delight ► verb ©her manners delighted him 
please greatly, charm, enchant, captivate, en- 
trance, thnll, gladden, gratify, appeal to, enter- 
tain, amuse, divert, informal send, tickle pink, 
bowl over ©hifcna delighted tn his touch take 
pleasure, revel, luxuriate, wallow, glory, 
adore, love, relish, savour, lap up. informal get a 
kick out of. get a buzz out of, get a thrill out 
of, dig, N Amer informal get a charge out of 
-opposites dismay, disgust, dislike 

► noun she squealed with delight pleasure, happi- 
ness, joy, glee, gladness, excitement, amuse- 
ment, bliss, rapture, elation, euphona 
-opposites displeasure 

delighted ► adjective pleased, glad, happy, 
thrilled, overjoyed, ecstatic, elated, on cloud 
nine, walking on air, in seventh heaven, jump- 
ing for joy, enchanted, charmed, amused, di- 
verted, gleeful, cock-a-hoop, informal over the 
moon, tickled pink, as pleased as Punch, on 
top of the world, as happy as Larry, blissed out. 
Bnt informal chuffed, N English informal made up. 
Austral informal wrapped 

delightful ► adjective ©a delightful evening 
pleasant, lovely, pleasurable, enjoyable, amus- 
ing, entertaining, diverting, gratifying, satisfy- 
ing, marvellous, wonderful, splendid, sublime, 
thrilling; informal great, super, fabulous, fab, ter- 
rific, heavenly, divine, grand, Bnt informal bril- 
liant, bnll. smashing, N Amer informal peachy, 
ducky, Austral / NZ informal beaut, bonzer ©the de- 
lightful SaJIv charming, enchanting, captivating, 
bewitching, appealing, sweet, endearing, cute, 
lovely, adorable, delectable, delicious, gor- 
geous. ravishing, beautiful, pretty, Scottish & N 
English bonny, informal dreamy, divine 

delimit ► verb determine, establish, set, fix, de- 
marcate, define, delineate 

delineate ►verb ©t he aims of the study as de- 
lineated by the boss describe, set forth/out, pres- 
ent. outline, depict, represent, map out, define, 
specify, identify ©a section delineated in red 
marker pen * outline, trace, block in, mark (out/ 
off), delimit 

delinquency ►noun ©teenage delinquency 
crime, wrongdoing, lawbreaking, lawlessness, 
misconduct, misbehaviour, misdemeanours, of- 
fences, misdeeds © (formal) grave delinquency on 
the host’s part, negligence, dereliction of duty, 
irresponsibility 

delinquent ► adjective © delinquent teenagers 
lawless, lawbreaking, criminal, errant, badly 
behaved, troublesome, difficult, unruly, dis- 
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obedient, uncontrollable Q (formal) delinquent 
parents jace tough penalties negligent, neglectful, 
remiss, irresponsible, lax, slack, N Amer dere- 
lict 

-opposites dutiful. 

► noun teenage delinquents offender, wrongdoer, 
malefactor, lawbreaker, culprit, criminal, hooli- 
gan, vandal, ruffian, hoodlum, young offender, 
informal tearaway 

delirious * adjective ©she was delirious but had 
lucid intervals incoherent, raving, babbling, ir- 
rational; feverish, frenzied, deranged, demen- 
ted, unhinged, mad, insane, out of one’s mind 
©the deltrtous crowd * ecstatic, euphoric, elated, 
thrilled, overjoyed, beside oneself, walking on 
air, on cloud nine, m seventh heaven, earned 
away, transported, rapturous, hystencal, wild, 
frenzied, informal blissed out, over the moon, on 
a high 

delirium ►noun ©she had fits of delirium de 
rangement, dementia, madness, insanity, inco- 
herence. irrationality, hystena, fevenshness, 
hallucination ©the delirium of desire ecstasy, 
rapture, transports, wild emotion, passion, 
wildness, excitement, frenzy, fevenshness, 
fever, euphona, elation 
-opposites lucidity 

deliver ► verb ©the panel was delivered to his 
house bring, take, convey, carry, transport, 
send, dispatch, remit ©the money was delivered 
up to the official hand over, turn over, make 
over, sign over, surrender, give up, yield, cede, 
consign, commit, entrust, trust ©he was de- 
livered from his enemies' save, rescue, free, liber- 
ate. release, extneate, emancipate, redeem 
©the court delivered its verdict utter, give, 
make, read, broadcast, pronounce, announce, 
declare, proclaim, hand down, return, set 
forth ©she delivered a blow to his head adminis 
ter, deal, inflict, give, informal land ©he de- 
livered the first ball, bowl, pitch, hurl, throw, 
cast, lob ©the trip delivered everything she want- 
ed provide, supply, furnish ©we must deliver 
on our commitments fulfil, live up to, cany out, 
carry through, make good, informal deliver the 
goods, come across ©she returned home to de- 
liver her child give birth to, bear, be delivered 
of, have, bring into the world, N Amer birth, in- 
formal drop 

deliverance ►noun O their deliverance from 
prison liberation, release, delivery, discharge, 
rescue, emancipation, salvation ©the tone he 
adopted for such deliverances utterance, state- 
ment, announcement, pronouncement, declar- 
ation. proclamation, lecture, speech. 

delivery ►noun ©the delivery of the goods' con- 
veyance, carnage, transportation, transport, 
distribution, dispatch, remittance; freightage, 
haulage, shipment ©we get several deliveries a 
day consignment, load, shipment ©the deliver- 
ies take place in hospital birth, childbirth, formal 
parturition ©her delivery was stilted, speech, 
pronunciation, enunciation, articulation, elocu- 
tion, utterance, recitation, recital, execution 

delude ►verb mislead, deceive, fool, take in, 
trick, dupe, hoodwink, gull, lead on; informal 
con, pull the wool over someone’s eyes, lead 
up the garden path, take for a nde; N Amer in- 
formal sucker, snooker, Austral informal pull a 
swifty on 


deluge ►noun © homes were swept away by the 
deluge flood, torrent. Bnt spate ©the deluge 
turned the pitch into a swamp downpour, torren- 
tial ram, thunderstorm, rainstorm, cloudburst 
©a deluge of complaints barrage, volley, flood, 
torrent, avalanche, stream, spate, rush, out- 
pouring 

► verb © homes were deluged by the rains flood, in- 
undate, submerge, swamp, drown ©we have 
been deluged with tails inundate, overwhelm, 
overrun, flood, swamp, snow under, engulf, 
bombard 

delusion ► noun ©a common male delusion mis- 
apprehension. misconception, misunderstand- 
ing, mistake, error, misinterpretation, miscon- 
struction. misbelief, fallacy, illusion, fantasy 
© a web of delusion deception, trickery 

de luxe ► adjective luxurious, luxury, sumptu- 
ous. palatial, opulent, lavish, grand, high-class, 
quality, exclusive, choice, fancy, expensive, 
costly, Bnt upmarket, informal plush, posh, 
classy, ntzy, swanky, pncey, Bnt infonnal swish, 
N Amer informal swank 
-opposites basic, cheap 

delve ►verb ©she delved in her pocket rummage, 
search, hunt, scrabble about/around, root 
about/around, ferret, fish about/around in, dig, 
go through, nfle through, Bnt informal rootle 
around in ©we must delve deeper into the matter 
investigate, enquire, probe, explore, research, 
look into, go into 

demagogue ►noun rabble-rouser, political 
agitator, soapbox orator, firebrand, informal tub- 
thumper 

demand ► noun ©/ gave in to her demands re 
quest, call, command, order, dictate, ulti- 
matum, stipulation ©the demands of a young 
family requirement, need, desire, wish, want, 
claim, imposition © the big demand for such toys 
market, call, appetite, desire, run on, rush on 

► verb © workers demanded wage increases call 
for, ask for, request, push for, hold out for, in- 
sist on, claim © Harvey demanded that I tell him 
the truth order, command, enjoin, urge, poetic/ 
literary bid e ‘Where is she 7 ' he demanded ask, in- 
quire, question, interrogate, challenge ©an ac- 
tivity demanding detailed knowledge, require, 
need, necessitate, call for, involve, entail, 
©they demanded complete anonymity insist on, 
stipulate, make a condition of, expect, look for 

■ in demand sought-after, desired, coveted, 
wanted, requested, marketable, desirable, popu- 
lar, all the rage, at a premium, like gold dust, in- 
formal big, trendy, hot 

demanding ► adjective © a demanding task 
difficult, challenging, taxing, exacting, tough, 
hard, onerous, burdensome, formidable, ardu- 
ous, uphill, ngorous, gruelling, back-breaking, 
punishing ©a demanding child' nagging, clam- 
orous, importunate, insistent, trying, tiresome, 
hard to please 
-opposites easy. 

demarcate ►verb separate, divide, mark 
(out/off), delimit, delineate; bound. 

demarcation ►noun ©dear demarcation of 
function, separation, distinction, differenti- 
ation. division, delimitation, definition, ©terri- 
torial demarcations: boundary, border, border- 
line, frontier; dividing line, divide. 
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demean ► verb discredit, lower, degrade, de- 
base, devalue, cheapen, abase, humble, humili' 
ate, disgrace, dishonour 
-opposites dignify 

demeaning ► adjective degrading, humihat' 
ing, shameful, mortifying, abject, ignominious, 
undignified, inglorious, informal infra dig 

demeanour ► noun manner, air, attitude, ap- 
pearance, look, bearing, carnage, behaviour, 
conduct, formal comportment 

demented ► adjective mad, insane, deranged, 
out of one’s mind, crazed, lunatic, unbalanced, 
unhinged, disturbed, non compos mentis, infor- 
mal crazy, mental, off one’s head, off one’s 
rocker, nutty, round the bend, raving mad, 
batty, cuckoo, loopy, loony, bananas, screwy, 
touched, gaga, not all there, out to lunch. Bnt 
informal barmy, bonkers, crackers, barking, 
round the twist, off one’s trolley, not the full 
shilling, N Amer informal buggy, nutso, squirrel- 
ly, wacko 
-opposites sane 

dementia ► noun mental illness, madness, in- 
sanity. derangement, lunacy, Alzheimer’s (dis- 
ease) 

demise ► noun ©her tragic demise death. 
dying, passing, loss of life, end. quietus, formal 
decease, archaic expiry ©the demise of the Otto- 
man empire end, break-up, dismtegiation, fall, 
downfall, collapse 
-opposites birth 

demobilize ► verb disband, decommission, 
discharge, Bnt informal demob 

democracy ►noun representative govern 
ment, elective government, constitutional gov- 
ernment, self-government, autonomy, republic, 
commonwealth 
-opposites dictatorship 

democratic ►adjective elected, representa- 
tive, parliamentary, popular, egalitarian, class- 
less, self-governing, autonomous, republican 

demolish ►verb ©they demolished a block of 
flats knock down, pull down. tear down, bring 
down, destroy, flatten, raze (to the ground), 
level, bulldoze, topple, blow up, dismantle, dis- 
assemble ©he demolished her credibility des 
troy, ruin, wreck, refute, disprove, discredit, 
overturn, explode, drive a coach and horses 
through, informal shoot full of holes, do for 
© ( mformaf) our team were demolished See 
trounce © (informal) she demolished a sausage roll 
See devour sense 1 
-opposites construct, strengthen 

demolition ► noun O the demolition of the bu tid- 
ing destruction, levelling, bulldozing, clear- 
ance. obliteration ©the demolition of his theory 
destruction, refutation ©(informs/) New Zea- 
land’s demolition of England See defeat noun sense 
1 

demon ►noun ©the demons from hell devil, 
fiend, evil spirit, cacodemon, incubus succu- 
bus; hellhound, ©the man was a demon ■ mon- 
ster, ogre, fiend, devil, brute, savage, beast, 
barbarian, animal. 0 Surrey’s fast-bowling demon 
genius, expert, master, virtuoso, maestro, past 
master, marvel; star; informal hotshot, whizz, 
buff, pro, ace. ©the demon of creativity See dae 
mon 

-opposites angel, saint 


demonic, demoniac, demoniacal 

► adjective © demonic powers * devilish, fiendish, 
diabolical, satanic, Mephistophelean, hellish, 
infernal, evil, wicked © the demonic intensity of 
his playing frenzied, wild, feverish, frenetic, 
frantic, furious, manic, like one possessed. 

demonstrable ►adjective verifiable, prov- 
able, attestable, verified, proven, confirmed, 
obvious, clear, clear-cut, evident, apparent, 
manifest, patent, distinct, noticeable, unmis- 
takable, undeniable 

demonstrate ► verb © his findings demonstrate 
that boys commit more crimes show, indicate, de- 
termine, establish, prove, confirm, verify, cor- 
roborate, substantiate ©she was asked to demon- 
strate quilting GIVE A DEMONSTRATION OF, show 
how something is done, display, show, illus- 
trate, exemplify 0 his work demonstrated an ana- 
lytical ability reveal, bespeak, indicate, signify, 
signal, denote, show, display, exhibit, bear wit- 
ness to. testify to, imply, intimate, give away 
©they demonstrated against the Government pro 
test, rally, maich, stage a sit-m, picket, stnke, 
walk out, mutiny, rebel 

demonstration ► noun © there is no demon- 
stration of God's existence proof, substantiation, 
confirmation, affirmation, corroboration, verifi- 
cation, validation, evidence, indication, wit- 
ness, testament ©a demonstration of woodcarv- 
mg exhibition, presentation, display, expos- 
ition, teach-in, informal demo, expo, taster ©his 
paintings are a demonstration of his talent mani 
festation, indication, sign, mark, token, em- 
bodiment. expression ©an anh-raasm demon- 
stration protest, march, rally, lobby, sit-in. 
stoppage, stnke, walkout, picket (line), informal 
demo 

demonstrative ►adjective ©a very demon- 
strative family: expressive, open, forthcoming, 
communicative, unreserved, emotional, effu- 
sive. gushing, affectionate, cuddly, loving, 
warm, friendly, approachable, informal touchy- 
feely, lovey-dovey ©the successes are demonstra- 
tive of their skill indicative, mdicatoiy, suggest- 
ive, illustrative 0 demonstrative evidence of his 
theorem convincing, definite, positive, telling, 
conclusive, certain, decisive, incontrovertible, 
irrefutable, undeniable, indisputable, unassail- 
able 

-opposites reserved, inconclusive 

demoralize ►verb dishearten, dispint, de- 
ject. cast down, depress, dismay, daunt, dis- 
courage, unman, unnerve, crush, shake, throw, 
cow, subdue, break someone’s spint, informal 
knock the stuffing out of, knock sideways, Bnt 
informal knock for six 
-opposites hearten 

demoralized ►adjective dispirited, disheart- 
ened, downhearted, dejected, downcast, low, 
depressed, despainng, disconsolate, crestfallen, 
disappointed, dismayed, daunted, discouraged, 
crushed, humbled, subdued 

demote ►verb downgrade, relegate, declass, 
reduce in rank, depose, unseat, displace, oust, 
Military cashier, disrate 
-opposites promote 

demotic ► adjective popular, vernacular, collo- 
quial, idiomatic, vulgar, common, informal, 
everyday, slangy 
-opposites formal 
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demur ► verb Steed demurred when the suggestion 
was made object, take exception, take issue, 
protest, cavil, dissent, voice reservations, be 
unwilling, be reluctant, baulk, think twice, 
drag one’s heels, refuse, informal boggle, kick up 
a fuss 

► noun they accepted without demur objection, pro- 
test. protestation, complaint, dispute, dissent, 
opposition, resistance, reservation, hesitation, 
reluctance, disinclination, doubts, qualms, mis- 
givings, second thoughts, a murmur, a word 

demure ► adjective modest, unassuming, 
meek, mild, reserved, retiring, quiet, shy, bash- 
ful, diffident, reticent, timid, shnnking, coy, 
decorous, decent, seemly, ladylike, respectable, 
proper, virtuous, pure, innocent, chaste, sober, 
sedate, staid, prim, goody-goody, strait-laced, in- 
formal butter-wouldn’t-melt 
-opposites brazen 

defl ►noun Qthe mink left its den lair, sett, 
earth, drey, burrow, hole, dugout, covert, shel- 
ter, hiding place, hideout © a notorious drinking 
den haunt, site, hotbed, nest, pit, hole, informal 
joint, dive ©the poet scribbled in his den study, 
studio, libraiy, sanctum, retreat, sanctuary, 
hideaway, snug, cubbyhole, informal hidey-hole 

denial ► noun ©the reports met with u denial 
contradiction, refutation, rebuttal, repudi- 
ation, disclaimer, negation, dissent, Law disaf- 
firmation Qthe denial of insurance to certain 
people refusal, withholding, rejection, rebuff, 
repulse, veto, turndown, informal knock-back, N 
Amer formal declination ©the denial of worldly 
values renunciation, eschewal, repudiation, dis- 
avowal. rejection, abandonment, surrender, re- 
linquishment 

denigrate ► vorb disparage, belittle, depre- 
cate, decry, cast aspersions on, criticize, attack, 
speak ill of, give someone a bad name, defame, 
slander, libel, run down, abuse, insult, revile, 
malign, vilify, N Amer slur, informal bad-mouth, 
pull to pieces, Bnt informal rubbish, slate, slag 
off, formal calumniate 
-opposites extol 

denizen ►noun ( formal ) inhabitant, resident, 
townsman/woman, native, local, occupier, oc- 
cupant, dweller, archaic burgher 

denominate ►verb ( formal) call, name, term, 
designate, style, dub, label, entitle 

denomination ►noun ©a Christian denomin- 
ation religious group, sect, cult, movement, 
body, branch, persuasion, order, school. 
Church See list at Christianity © banknotes in a 
number of denominations value, unit, size Q (for- 
mal) the invention’s denomination still stands today 
name, title, term, designation, epithet, label, 
tag, informal handle, moniker, formal appellation 

denote ► verb © the headdresses denoted warriors 
designate, indicate, be a mark of, signify, sig- 
nal. symbolize, represent, mean, typify, charac- 
terize, distinguish, mark, identify ©his manner 
denoted an inner strength suggest, point to, 
smack of. indicate, show, reveal, intimate, 
imply, convey, betray, bespeak; informal spell. 

denouement ►noun Qthe film's denouement 
finale, final scene, epilogue, coda, end, ending, 
finish, close; culmination, climax, conclusion, 
resolution, solution. Qthe debate had an unex- 
pected denouement outcome, upshot, conse- 
quence, result, end, informal pay-off 


-opposites beginning, origin 
denounce ►verb Qthe pope denounced abor- 
tion condemn, criticize, attack, censure, decry, 
revile, vilify, discredit, damn, reject, proscribe, 
malign, rail against, run down, N Amer slur, in- 
formal knock, slam, hit out at. lay into, Bnt infor- 
mal slate, slag off, formal castigate Qhe was de- 
nounced as a traitor expose, betray, inform on, 
incriminate, implicate, cite, name, accuse, ar- 
chaic inculpate 
-opposites praise 

dense ►adjective ©a dense forest thick, close- 
packed, tightly packed, closely set, crowded, 
compact, solid, tight, overgrown, jungly, im- 
penetrable. impassable © dense smoke thick, 
heavy, opaque, soupy, murky, smoggy, concen- 
trated, condensed © (informal) they were dense 
enough to believe me stupid, unintelligent, lgnoi- 
ant, brainless, mindless, foolish, slow, witless, 
simple-minded, empty-headed, vacuous, vapid, 
idiotic, imbecilic, informal thick, dim, moronic, 
dumb, dopey, dozy, wooden-headed, lame- 
brained, birdbramed, pea-brained. Bnt informal 
daft 

-opposites sparse, thin, clever 
density ►noun solidity, solidness, denseness, 
thickness, substance, mass, compactness, tight- 
ness, hardness 

dent ► noun © I made a dent in his car indenta 
tion, dint, dimple, dip, depression, hollow, cra- 
ter, pit, tiough ©a nasty dent in their finances 
reduction, depletion, deduction, cut 
-opposites increase 

► verb Q Jamie dented his bike dint, indent, mark 
Qthe experience dented her confidence diminish, 
reduce, lessen, shrink, weaken, erode, under- 
mine, sap. shake, damage, impair 
dentist ► noun. See list at doctor 
denude ►verb strip, clear, depnve, bereave, 
rob, lay bare, uncover, expose, deforest, defoli- 
ate. dated divest 
-opposites cover 

deny ► verb © the report was denied by witnesses 
contradict, repudiate, challenge, contest, op- 
pose, disprove, debunk, explode, discredit, re- 
fute, rebut, invalidate, negate, nullify, quash, 
informal shoot full of holes, formal gainsay, Law 
disaffirm Qhe denied the request refuse, turn 
down, reject, rebuff, repulse, decline, veto, dis- 
miss, informal knock back, give the thumbs 
down to, give the red light to Qshe hod to deny 
her parents renounce, eschew, repudiate, dis- 
avow, disown, wash one’s hands of. reject, dis- 
card. cast aside, abandon, give up, formal for- 
swear, poetic /literary forsake 
-opposites confirm, accept 
deodorant ► noun an underarm deodorant anti 
perspirant, body spray, perfume, scent, 
deodorize ►verb freshen, sweeten, purify, 
disinfect, sanitize, sterilize, fumigate, aerate, 
air, ventilate. 

depart ►verb Q James departed after lunch 
leave, go (away), withdraw, absent oneself, ab- 
stract oneself, quit, exit, decamp, retreat, re- 
tire, make off, run off/away; set off/out, get 
under way, be on one’s way; informal make 
tracks, up sticks, clear off/out, take off, split, 
Bnt informal sling one’s hook, ©the budget depart- 
ed from the norm deviate, diverge, digress, drift, 
stray, veer; differ, vary; contrast with. 
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-opposites arrive 

departed ►adjective dead, expired, gone, no 
more, passed on/away, perished, fallen, informal 
six feet under, pushing up daisies, formal de- 
ceased, euphemistic with God, asleep 
department ►noun ©the public health depart- 
ment division, section, sector, unit, branch, 
arm. wing, office, bureau, agency, ministry 
0 rural departments district, canton, province, 
territory, state, county, shire, pansh, region, 
area © the food is Kay's department domain, ter- 
ritory, province, area. line, responsibility, duty, 
function, business, affair, charge, task, con- 
cern, informal pigeon, baby, bag. bailiwick, 
departure ► noun o he tried to delay her depart- 
ure leaving, going, leave-taking, withdrawal, 
exit, egress, retreat 0a departure from normal- 
ity deviation, divergence, digression, shift, 
variation, change ©an exciting departure for 
film-makers change, innovation, novelty, ranty 
depend ►verb Qher career depends on a good 
reference be contingent on. be conditional on. 
be dependent on, hinge on. hang on, rest on. 
rely on, be decided by 0 my family depends on 
me rely on. lean on, count on, bank on, trust 
(in), have faith in, believe in, pin one's hopes 
on 

dependable ► adjective reliable, trustworthy, 
trusty, faithful, loyal, unfailing, sure, steadfast, 
stable, honourable, sensible, responsible 
dependant ►noun child, minor, ward, 
charge, protege, relative, (dependants) off- 
spring, progeny 

dependence ►noun. See dependency senses 
1. 2. 3 

dependency ►noun ©her dependency on her 
husband dependence, reliance, need for 0the 
association of retirement with dependency help 
lessness, dependence, weakness, defenceless- 
ness, vulnerability ©drug dependency addic 
tion. dependence, reliance, craving, compul- 
sion, fixation, obsession, abuse ©a British de- 
pendency colony, protectorate, province, out- 
post, satellite state, holding, possession © a de- 
pendency of the firm subsidiary, adjunct, off- 
shoot, auxiliary, attachment, satellite, deriva- 
tive 

-opposites independence 
dapandant ►adjective Qyour placement is de- 
pendent on her decision conditional, contingent, 
based, subject to, determined by, influenced 
by 0 the army is dependent on volunteers reliant 
on, relying on. countmg on. sustained by 
©she is dependent on drugs addicted to, reliant 
on, informal hooked on ©he is ill and dependent 
reliant, needy, helpless, weak, infirm, invalid, 
incapable, debilitated, disabled 0 a UK depend- 
ent territory subsidiary, subject, satellite, ancil- 
lary; puppet 

daplct ► verb © the painting depicts the Last Sup- 
per portray, represent, picture, illustrate, de- 
lineate, reproduce, render; draw, paint. Qthe 
process depicted by Darwin’s theory describe, de- 
tail, relate, present, set forth, set out, outline, 
delineate, represent, portray, characterize 
daplctlon ►noun ©a depiction of Aphrodite. 
picture, painting, portrait, drawing, sketch, 
study, illustration, image, likeness. 0 the film's 
depiction of women: portrayal, representation, 
presentation, characterization. 


daplata ►verb exhaust, use up, consume, ex- 
pend, drain, empty, milk, reduce, decrease, di- 
minish. slim down, cut back 
-opposites augment 

daplation ►noun exhaustion, use, consump- 
tion. expenditure, reduction, decrease, dimin- 
ution, impoverishment 

daplorabla ► adjective Qyour conduct is deplor- 
able disgraceful, shameful, dishonourable, un- 
worthy, inexcusable, unpardonable, unforgiv- 
able. reprehensible, despicable, abominable, 
contemptible, execrable, heinous, beyond the 
pale 0 the garden is m a deplorable state lament 
able, regrettable, unfortunate, wretched, atro- 
cious, awful, temble, dreadful, diabolical, 
sorry, poor, inadequate, informal appalling, dire, 
abysmal, woeful, lousy, formal gnevous. 
-opposites admirable 

deplore ►verb ©we deplore violence abhor, 
find unacceptable, frown on, disapprove of, 
take a dim view of, take exception to, detest, 
despise, condemn, denounce 0 he deplored their 
lack of flair regret, lament, mourn, rue, be- 
moan, bewail, complain about, grieve over, 
sigh over 

-opposites applaud 

deploy ►verb © forces were deployed at strategic 
points position, station, post, place, install, lo- 
cate. situate, site, establish, base, distribute, 
dispose Qshe deployed all her skills use, utilize, 
employ, take advantage of. exploit, bnng into 
service, call on. turn to, resort to 
deport ►verb ©they were fined and deported 
expel, banish, exile, transport, expatriate, 
extradite, repatriate, evict, oust throw out, in- 
formal kick out. boot out, send packing, Bnt infor- 
mal turf out 0 (archaic) he deported himself with 
dignity See behave sense 1 
-oppositfs admit 

deportment ►noun Q{Bnt) poise is concerned 
with good deportment posture, carriage, bear- 
ing, stance, gait, formal comportment Q(N 
Amer) unprofessional deportment behaviour, con- 
duct, performance, manners, practices, actions 

depose ►verb ©the president was deposed 
overthrow, unseat, dethrone, topple, remove, 
supplant, displace, dismiss, oust, drum out, 
throw out, expel, eject, informal chuck out, boot 
out, get nd of, shew someone the door, Bnt in- 
formal turf out 0 (Law) a witness deposed that he 
had seen me swear, testify, attest, assert, de- 
clare, claim, ram asseverate 

deposit ► noun © a thick deposit of ash accumu 
lation, sediment, layer, covering, coating, blan- 
ket 0 a copper deposit seam, vein, lode, layer, 
stratum, bed ©they paid a deposit down pay 
ment, advance payment, prepayment, instal- 
ment, retainer, stake 

► verb Qshe deposited her books on the table put 
(down), place, set (down), unload, rest, drop, in- 
formal dump, park, plonk, N Amer informal plunk 
0 the silt deposited by flood water, leave (behind), 
precipitate, dump, wash up, cast up © the gold 
was deposited at the bank lodge, bank, house, 
store, stow, put away, informal stash, squirrel 
away. 

deposition ►noun Qthe King’s deposition. 
overthrow, downfall, removal, dethronement, 
displacement, dismissal, expulsion, ejection; N 
Amer ouster. 0 (Law) depositions from witnesses 
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statement, affidavit, attestation, affirmation, 
assertion, allegation, declaration, testimony, 
evidence, rare asseveration ©the deposition of 
calcium depositing, accumulation, build-up, 
precipitation 

depository ► noun repository, cache, store, 
storeroom, storehouse, warehouse, vault, 
strongroom, safe, treasury, container, recep- 
tacle. informal lock-up 

depot ► noun O the bus depot terminal, ter- 
minus. station, garage, headquarters, base 
©an arms depot storehouse, warehouse, store, 
repository, depository, cache, arsenal, maga- 
zine, armoury, ammunition dump 

deprave ►verb corrupt, lead astray, warp, 
subvert, pervert, debauch, debase, degrade, de- 
file. sully, pollute 

depraved ► adjective corrupt, perverted, devi- 
ant, degenerate, debased, immoral, unprin- 
cipled, debauched, dissolute, licentious, lecher- 
ous. prurient, indecent, sordid, wicked, sinful, 
vile, iniquitous, nefarious, informal warped, 
twisted, pervy, sick 

depravity ►noun corruption, vice, perver- 
sion. deviance, degeneracy, immorality, de- 
baucheiy, dissipation, profligacy, licentious- 
ness, lechery, prurience, obscenity, indecency, 
wickedness, sin, iniquity, informal pemness, for- 
mal turpitude 

deprecate ►verb ©the school deprecates this be 
havtour deplore, abhor, disapprove of, frown 
on. take a dim view of, take exception to, de- 
test, despise, criticize, censure ©he deprecates 
the value of television belittle, disparage, deni- 
grate. run down, discredit, decry, play down, 
trivialize, underrate, undervalue, underesti- 
mate. depreciate, scoff at, sneer at. scorn, dis- 
dain. informal pooh-pooh 
-opposites praise, overrate 
deprecatory ► adjective o deprecatory remarks 
disapproving, censorious, critical, scathing, 
damning, condemnatory, denunciatory, dis- 
paraging. demgratory. derogatory, negative, un- 
flattering, disdainful, densive, snide ©a depre- 
catory smile apologetic, rueful, regretful, sorry, 
remorseful, contrite, penitent, repentant, 
shamefaced, sheepish 

depredate ►verb © these cars will depreciate 
decrease in value, lose value, fall in pnee 
©the decision to depreciate property devalue, 
cheapen, reduce, lower in pnee, mark down, 
cut, discount, informal slash ©they depreciate the 
importance of art belittle, disparage, denigrate, 
decry, deprecate, underrate, undervalue, under- 
estimate, diminish, trivialize, disdain, sneer at, 
scoff at, scorn, informal knock, bad-mouth, sell 
short, pooh-pooh, do down, Bnt informal rubbish 
depredation ► noun plundering, plunder, 
looting, pillaging, robbery, devastation, de- 
struction, damage, rape, ravages, raids 
depress ► verb ©the news depressed him' sad 
den, dispirit, cast down, get down, dishearten, 
demoralize, crush, shake, desolate, weigh 
down, oppress, upset, distress, grieve, haunt, 
harrow; informal give someone the blues, make 
someone fed up ©new economic policies de- 
pressed sales slow down, reduce, lower, weak- 
en. impair; limit, check, inhibit, restrict © im- 
ports will depress farm prices * reduce, lower, cut, 
cheapen, keep down, discount, deflate, depreci- 


ate, devalue, dimmish, axe. informal slash © de- 
press each key in turn press, push, hold down, 
thumb, tap, operate, activate 
-opposites encourage, raise 

depressant ► noun sedative, tranquillizer, 
calmative, sleeping pill, soporific, opiate, hyp- 
notic, informal downer, trank, sleeper, dope, Medi- 
cine neuroleptic 
-opposites stimulant 

depressed ►adjective ©he felt lonely and de- 
pressed sad, unhappy, miserable, gloomy, 
glum, melancholy, dejected, disconsolate, 
downhearted, downcast, down, despondent, 
dispirited, low, heavy-hearted, morose, dismal, 
desolate, tearful, upset, informal blue, down m 
the dumps, down in the mouth, fed up ©a de- 
pressed economy weak, enervated, devitalized, 
impaired, inactive, flat, slow, slack, sluggish, 
stagnant © depressed prices reduced, low. cut, 
cheap, marked down, discounted, discount, in- 
formal slashed ©a depressed town poverty- 
stricken, poor, disadvantaged, deprived, needy, 
distressed, run down, informal slummy ©a de- 
pressed fracture sunken, hollow, concave, in- 
dented, recessed 

-opposites cheerful, strong, inflated, prosper- 
ous. iaised 

depressing ►adjective © depressing thoughts 
upsetting, distressing, painful, heartbreaking, 
dismal, bleak, black, sombre, gloomy, grave, 
unhappy, melancholy, sad, wretched, doleful, 
informal morbid, blue ©a depressing room 
gloomy, bleak, dreary, grim, drab, sombre, 
dark, dingy, funereal, cheerless, joyless, tom- 
fortless, uninviting 

depression ► noun ©she ate to ease her depres- 
sion unhappiness, sadness, melancholy, melan- 
cholia, misery, sorrow, woe, gloom, despond- 
ency, low spints, heavy heart, despair, desola- 
tion, hopelessness, upset, tearfulness, informal 
the dumps, the doldrums, the blues, one’s 
black dog, a (blue) funk. Psychiatry dysthymia 
©an economic depression recession, slump, de- 
cline, downturn, standstill, stagnation, Econom- 
ics stagflation ©a depression in the ground hol 
low, indentation, dent, dint, cavity, concavity, 
dip, pit, hole, sinkhole, trough, crater, basin, 
bowl 

deprivation ►noun © unemployment and de- 
privation poverty, impoverishment, penuiy, 
privation, hardship, destitution, need, want, 
distress, indigence, beggary, rum, straitened 
circumstances, rare pauperdom © deprivation of 
political rights dispossession, withholding, 
withdrawal, removal, divestment, expropri- 
ation, seizure, confiscation, denial, forfeiture, 
loss, absence, lack 
-opposites wealth 

deprive ►verb dispossess, strip, divest, re- 
lieve, bereave, deny, rob, cheat out of, informal 
do out of 

deprived ► adjective disadvantaged, under- 
privileged. poverty-stricken, impoverished, 
poor, destitute, needy, unable to make ends 
meet. Bnt on the breadline. 

depth ► noun o the depth of the caves* deepness. 
distance downwards, distance inwards; drop, 
vertical extent; archaic profundity. © the depth of 
his knowledge: extent, range, scope, breadth, 
width, magnitude, scale, degree, ©her lack of 
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depth profundity, deepness, wisdom, under- 
standing, intelligence, sagacity, discernment, 
penetration, insight, astuteness, acumen, 
shrewdness, formal perspicuity ©a work of great 
depth complexity, mtncacy, profundity, grav- 
ity, weight 0 depth of colour intensity, rich- 
ness, deepness, vividness, strength, brilliance 
Qthe depths of the sea deepest part, bottom, 
floor, bed, abyss 

-opposites shallowness, triviality, surface 
■ In depth thoroughly, extensively, compre- 
hensively, rigorously, exhaustively, completely, 
fully, meticulously, scrupulously, painstakingly 

deputation ► noun delegation, delegacy, le- 
gation, commission, committee, (diplomatic) 
mission, contingent, group, party 

depute ► verb Qhe was deputed to handle negoti- 
ations appoint, designate, nominate, assign, 
commission, charge, choose, select, elect, em- 
power, authorize Qthe judge deputed smaller 
cases to others delegate, transfer, hand over, 
pass on, consign, assign, entrust, give 

deputize ► verb stand in. sit in. fill in. cover, 
substitute, replace, take someone’s place, 
understudy, be a locum, relieve, take over, 
hold the fort, step into the breach, act for, act 
on behalf of. informal sub 

deputy ► noun he handed over to his deputy sec 
ond (in command), number two, subordinate, 
junior, assistant, personal assistant. PA. aide, 
helper, nght-hand man/woman, underling, 
man/girl Friday, substitute, stand-in, fill-m, re- 
lief. understudy, locum tenens, representative, 
proxy, agent, spokesperson, Scottish depute, infor- 
mal sidekick, locum, temp 

► adjective her deputy editor assistant, substitute, 
stand-in, acting, reserve, fill-in, caretaker, tem- 
porary, provisional, stopgap, surrogate, pio 
tempore, ad interim, informal second-stnng 

deranged ► adjective insane, mad, disturbed, 
unbalanced, unhinged, unstable, irrational, 
crazed, demented, berserk, frenzied, lunatic, 
certifiable, non compos mentis, informal 
touched, crazy, mental, Bnt informal barmy, bark- 
ing (mad), round the twist 
-opposites rational 

derelict ► adjective Qa derelict building dilapi 
dated, ramshackle, run down, tumbledown, in 
ruins, falling apart, rickety, creaky, deteriorat- 
ing, crumbling, neglected, untended, gone to 
rack and ruin Qa derelict airfield disused, 
abandoned, deserted, discarded, rejected, neg- 
lected, untended 0{N Amer) he was derelict in 
his duty negligent, neglectful, remiss, lax, care- 
less, sloppy, slipshod slack, irresponsible, de- 
linquent 

► noun the derelicts who survive on the streets tramp, 
vagrant, vagabond, down-and-out, homeless 
person, dnfter; beggar, mendicant, outcast, in- 
formal dosser, bag lady; N Amer informal hobo, 
bum 

dereliction ►noun Q buildings were reclaimed 
from dereliction dilapidation, disrepair, deterior- 
ation, rum, rack and ruin, abandonment, neg- 
lect, disuse 0 dereliction of duty negligence, 
neglect, delinquency, failure, carelessness, lax- 
ity, sloppiness, slackness, irresponsibility, over- 
sight. omission 

deride ► verb ridicule, mock, scoff at. jibe at, 
make fun of, poke fun at, laugh at, hold up to 


ndicule, pillory, disdain, disparage, denigrate, 
dismiss, slight; sneer at, scorn, insult, informal 
knock, pooh-pooh, take the mickey out of. 
-opposites praise 

de fig ueu r ►adjective Q straight hair was de n- 
gueur fashionable, m fashion, in vogue, mod- 
ish, up to date, up to the minute, all the rage, 
informal trendy, with it Qan address is de rigueur 
for business cards customary, standard, conven- 
tional, normal, orthodox, usual, comme ll faut, 
compulsory, informal done 

derision ► noun mockery, ndicule, jeers, 
sneers, taunts, disdain, disparagement, denigra- 
tion, disrespect, insults, scorn, contempt, lam- 
pooning, satire 

derisive ►adjective mocking, jeenng. scoffing, 
teasing, densory, snide, sneering, disdainful, 
scomftil, contemptuous, taunting, insulting, 
scathing, sarcastic, infomial snidey, Bnt informal 
sarky 

derisory ►adjective Qa densory sum inad 
equate, insufficient, tiny, small, tnfling, paltry, 
pitiful, miserly, miserable, negligible, token, 
nominal, ridiculous, laughable, ludicrous, pre- 
posterous, insulting, informal measly, stingy, 
lousy, pathetic, piddling, piffling, mingy, poxy 
0 densory culls from the crowd See derisive 

derivation ► noun o the denvation of theones 
from empirical observation deriving, induction, 
deduction, inference, extraction, eliciting 
Qthe denvation of a word origin, etymology, 
loot, etymon, provenance, source, origination, 
beginning, foundation, basis, cause, develop- 
ment, evolution 

derivative ► adjective her poetry was denvative 
imitative, unoriginal, uninventive, unimagina- 
tive. uninspired, copied, plagiarized, plagians- 
tic, second-hand, trite, hackneyed, cliched, 
stale, stock, banal, informal copycat, cribbed, old 
hat 

-opposites original 

► noun © u derivative of opium by-product, subsid- 
iary product, spin-off Qa denvative of a verb 
derived word 

derive ►verb ©he derives consolation from his 
poetry obtain, get, take, gam, acquire, procure, 
extract, attain, glean Q’coffee' derives from the 
Turkish 'kahveh' originate in. stem fiom, des- 
cend from, spring from, be taken from ©h ls 
fortune derives from property originate in. be 
rooted in, stem from, come from, spring from, 
proceed from, issue from 

derogate ►verb (forma/) Qhts contnbution was 
derogated by critics disparage, denigrate, belit- 
tle, deprecate, deflate, decry, discredit, cast as- 
persions on, run down, criticize, defame, vilify, 
abuse, insult, attack, pour scorn on, informal pull 
apart, drag through the mud, knock, slam, 
bash, bad-mouth, Bnt informal rubbish, slate, slag 
off Qthe act would derogate from the king’s maj- 
esty detract from, devalue, diminish, reduce, 
lessen, depreciate, demean, cheapen Q rules 
which derogate from an Act of Parliament deviate, 
diverge, depart, digress, stray, differ, vary, con- 
flict with, be incompatible with 
-opposites praise, increase 

derogatory ►adjective disparaging, denigra- 
tory, deprecatory, disrespectful, demeaning; 
critical, pejorative, negative, unfavourable, un- 
complimentary. unflattering, insulting; offen- 
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sive, personal, abusive, rude, nasty, mean, 
hurtful, defamatory, slanderous, libellous, infor- 
mal bitchy, catty 
-opposites complimentary 

descend ► verb Q the plane started descending 
go down, come down, drop, fall, sink, dive, 
plummet, plunge, nosedive ©sh* descended the 
stairs climb down, go down, come down, shin 
down ©the road descends to a village slope, 
dip, slant, go down, fall away. Qshe saw Uo 
descend from the bus alight, disembark, get 
down, get off, dismount Qthey would not to des- 
cend to such mean tricks stoop, lower oneself, 
demean oneself, debase oneself, resort, be re- 
duced. go as far as ©the army descended into 
ihaos degenerate, deteriorate, decline, sink, 
slide, fall ©they descended on the pub come in 
force, arrive m hordes, attack, assail, assault, 
storm, invade, swoop on, charge Qhe is des- 
cended from a Flemish family be a descendant of. 
originate from, issue from, spring from, denve 
from Qhis estates descended to his son be handed 
down, be passed down, be inherited by 
-opposites ascend, climb, board 

descendant ► noun successor, scion, heir, 
(descendants) offspring, progeny, family, lin- 
eage. Law issue, archaic seed, fruit of one's loins 
-opposites ancestor 

descent ►noun Qthe plane began its descent 
dive, drop, fall, pitch ©their descent of the 
mountain downward climb Qa steep descent 
slope, incline, dip, drop, gradient, declivity, 
slant, hill ©his descent into alcoholism decline, 
slide, fall, degeneration, deterioration, regres- 
sion Qshe is of Italian descent ancestry, parent- 
age. ancestors, family, antecedents, extraction, 
origin, denvation, birth, lineage, line, geneal- 
ogy, heredity, stock, pedigree, blood, bloodline, 
roots, origins Qthe descent of property inherit 
ance, succession Qthe sudden descent of the cav- 
alry attack, assault, raid, onslaught, charge, 
thrust, push, drive, incursion, foray 

describe ► verb Qhe described his experiences 
report, recount, relate, tell of. set out, chron- 
icle, detail, catalogue, give a rundown of. ex- 
plain, illustrate, discuss, comment on ©she de- 
scribed him as a pathetic figure • designate, pro- 
nounce, call, label, style, dub, characterize, 
class, portray, depict, brand, paint Qthe pen 
described a circle delineate, mark out, outline, 
trace, draw 

description ► noun O a description of my 
travels account, report, rendition, explanation, 
illustration, chronicle, narration, narrative, 
story, commentary, portrayal, portrait, details 
© the description of coal os ‘ bottled sunshine’ desig 
nation, labelling, naming, dubbing, pronounce- 
ment. characterization, classification, branding, 
portrayal, depiction Q vehicles of every descrip- 
tion sort, variety, kind, type, category, order, 
breed, class, designation, specification, genre, 
genus, brand, make, character, ilk; N Amer 
stnpe 

descriptive ► adjective illustrative, expres- 
sive, graphic, detailed, lively, vivid, striking, 
explanatoiy, elucidatory, explicative. 

descry ► verb {poetic/ literary). See notice verb 

desecrate ► verb violate, profane, defile, de- 
base, degrade, dishonour, vandalize, damage, 
destroy, deface. 


desert 1 ► verb o hi s wife deserted him abandon, 
leave, turn one’s back on, throw over, jilt, 
break up with, leave high and dry, leave m the 
lurch, leave behind, strand, maroon, informal 
walk out on. run out on. drop. dump, ditch. 
poetic/ literary forsake ©his allies were deserting the 
cause renounce, repudiate, relinquish, wash 
one’s hands of, abandon, turn one’s back on. 
betray, disavow, formal abjure, poetic/ literary for- 
sake ©soldiers deserted in droves abscond, de- 
fect, run away, make off, decamp, flee, turn 
tail, take French leave, depart, quit, Military go 
AWOL 

desert 2 ► noun an African desert wasteland, 
wastes, wilderness, wilds, barren land, dust 
bowl See list 

► adjective ©desert conditions arid, dry, moisture- 
less, parched, scorched, hot. barren, bare, 
stark, infertile, unfruitful, dehydrated, stenie 
©a desert island uninhabited, empty, lonely, 
desolate, bleak, wild, uncultivated 
-opposites fertile 


Deserts 


DESERT 


LOCATION 


Arabian or Eastern 
Atacama 
Chlhuahuan 
Colorado 

Oanakll Depression 
Death Valley 
Gibson 
Gobi 

Great Basin 
Great Sand Sea 
Great Sandy 
Great Victoria 
Kalahari 

Kara Kum 
Kyzyl Kum 
Libyan 
lut 

Mojave 

Nafud 

Namlb 

Negev 

Nubian 

Ogaden 

Painted 

Patagonian 

Qattara Depression 

Rub’ al Khali 


Sahara 

Simpson 

Sonora 

Sturt 

Syrian 

TakUmekan 
Thar or Great Indian 


Egypt 

Chile 

USA and Mexico 
USA 

Ethiopia and Djibouti 
USA 

Australia 

Mongotla and China 
USA 

Libya and Egypt 

Australia 

Australia 

South Africa, Namibia, and 
Botswana 
Turkmenistan 

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

Libya 

Iran 

USA 

Saudi Arabia 

Namibia 

Israel 

Sudan 

Ethiopa 

USA 

Argentina 
NE Africa 

Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
Yemen, and United Arab 
Emirates 
North Africa 
Australia 
USA and Mexico 
Australia 

Syria, Iraq, Jordan, and 
Saudi Arabia 
China 

India and Pakistan 


deserted ►adjective ©a deserted wife aban- 
doned, thrown over, jilted, cast aside; neglect- 
ed, stranded, marooned, forlorn, bereft; informal 
dumped, ditched, dropped; poetic /literary for- 
saken. ©a deserted village: empty, uninhabited. 
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unoccupied, unpeopled, abandoned, evacuated, 
vacant, untenanted, tenantless, neglected, deso- 
late, lonely, godforsaken 
-opposites populous 

deserter ►noun absconder, runaway, fugi- 
tive, truant, escapee, renegade, defector, turn- 
coat, traitor 

desertion ►noun Qhis wife's desertion of him 
abandonment, leaving. Jilting © the desertion of 
the president’s colleagues defection, betrayal, re- 
nunciation, lepudiation, apostasy, formal abjur- 
ation © soldiers ujre executed for desertion ab 
sconding, running away, truancy, going absent 
without leave, taking French leave, escape, de- 
fection, treason. Military going AWOL 

deserve ►verb merit, earn, warrant, rate, jus- 
tify. be worthy of, be entitled to, have a right 
to. be qualified for 

deserved ►adjective well earned, merited, 
warranted, justified, justifiable, rightful, due, 
right, just, fair, fitting, appropriate, suitable, 
pioper, apt, archaic meet 

deserving ►adjective Qthe deserving poor 
worthy, meritorious, commendable, praise- 
worthy, admnable. estimable, ci editable, re- 
spectable. decent, honourable, righteous ©u 
lapse deserving of punishment meriting, warrant- 
mg, justifying, suitable toi, worthy of 

desiccated ► adjective dried, dry, dehydrated, 
powdered 
-opposites moist 

desideratum ► noun requirement, prerequis- 
ite, need, indispensable thing, sine qua non, es- 
sential. requisite, necessary 

design ►noun Qa design for the offices plan. 
blueprint, drawing, sketch, outline, map. plot, 
diagram, draft, representation, scheme, model 
©tableware with a gold design pattern, motif, 
device, style, composition, make-up, layout, 
construction, shape, form .See list at pattern 
©his design of reaching the top intention, aim, 
purpose, plan, intent, objective, object, goal, 
end. target, hope, desire, wish, dream, aspir- 
ation, ambition 

► verb Qthe church was designed by Hicks plan, 
outline, map out. draft, draw ©they designed a 
ne w engine invent, originate, create, think up, 
come up with, devise, formulate, conceive, 
make, produce, develop, fashion, informal dream 
up ©this paper is designed to provoke discussion 
intend, aim, devise, contrive, purpose, plan, 
tailor, fashion, adapt, gear, mean, destine 
■ by design deliberately, intentionally, on 
purpose, purposefully, knowingly, wittingly, 
consciously, calculatedly 

designate ► verb o some firms designate a press 
officer appoint, nominate, depute, delegate, se- 
lect, choose, pick, elect, name, identify, assign 
© the rivers are designated ‘Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest ' classify, class, label, tag, name, call, 
entitle, term, dub; formal denominate. 

designation ►noun Qthe designation of a lead - 
er appointment, nomination, naming, selec- 
tion, election © the designation of nature reserves 
classification, specification, definition, ear- 
marking, pinpointing Qthe designation ‘ General 
isstmo ’■ title, name, epithet, tag, nickname, by- 
name, sobriquet; informal moniker, handle, formal 
denomination, appellation. 


designer ►noun Oa designer of farmhouses. 
creator, planner, deviser, inventor, originator; 
maker, architect, builder. See lists at architect, 
engineer, inventor Qyoung designers made the 
dress couturier, tailor, costumier, dressmaker 
See list at fashion 

designing ►adjective scheming, calculating, 
conniving, cunning, crafty, artful, wily, devi- 
ous, guileful, manipulative, treacherous, sly, 
underhand, deceitful, double-dealing, informal 
crooked, foxy 

desirability ► noun Qthe desirability of the 
property appeal, attractiveness, allure, agree- 
ableness, worth, excellence ©the desirability of 
a different economy advisability, advantage, ex- 
pedience, benefit, merit, value, profit, profit- 
ability ©her obvious desirability attractive 
ness, sexual attraction, beauty, good looks, 
charm, seductiveness, informal sexiness 

desirable ► adjective O a desirable location at 
tractive, sought-after, in demand, popular, de- 
sired, covetable, enviable, appealing, agieeable, 
pleasant, valuable, good, excellent, informal to 
die foi ©ir is desirable that they should meet ad 
vantageous, advisable, wise, sensible, recom- 
mendable, helpful, useful, beneficial, worth- 
while, profitable, preferable Qa very desirable 
woman (sexually) attractive, beautiful, pretty, 
appealing, seductive, alluring, enchanting, be- 
guiling. captivating, bewitching, irresistible, /n- 
formal sexy, beddable 
-opposites unattractive, unwise, ugly 
desire ►noun Qa desire to see the world wish, 
want, aspiration, fancy, inclination, impulse, 
yearning, longing, craving, hankering, hunger, 
eagerness, enthusiasm, determination, informal 
yen, itch Qlus eyes glittered with desire lust, 
sexual attraction, passion, sensuality, sexuality, 
lasciviousness, lechery, salaciousness, libidin- 
ousness, informal the hots, raunchiness, homi- 
ness, Brit informal randiness 
► verb Qthey desired peace want, wish for, long 
for, yearn for, crave, hanker after, be desperate 
foi, be bent on, covet, aspire to, fancy, informal 
have a yen for, yen for Qshe desired him be at 
tracted to, lust after, bum for. be infatuated 
by, informal fancy, have the hots for, have a 
crush on, be mad about 

desired ►adjective Qcut the cloth to the desired 
length required, necessary, proper, nght, coi- 
rect, appropriate, suitable, preferred, chosen, 
selected ©the desired results wished for, want- 
ed, coveted, sought-after, longed for, yearned 
for 

desirous ► adjective eager, desiring, anxious, 
keen, craving, yearning, longing, hungry, ambi- 
tious, aspinng, covetous, envious, informal dying, 
itching 

desist ► verb abstain, refrain, forbear, hold 
back, keep, stop, cease, discontinue, suspend, 
give up, break off, drop, dispense with, es- 
chew, informal lay off. give over, quit, pack m 
-opposites continue 

desk ► noun writing table, bureau, esentoire, 
secretaire, Bnt davenport See list at table 
desolate ►adjective Q desolate moorlands 
bleak, stark, bare, dismal, gnm. wild, inhospit- 
able. deserted, umnhabited, godforsaken, aban- 
doned, unpeopled, untenanted, empty; unfre- 
quented, unvisited, isolated, remote Qshe is 
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desolate miserable, despondent, depressed, dis- 
consolate, devastated, despairing, inconsolable, 
broken-hearted, gnef-stncken, crushed, bereft, 
sad, unhappy, downcast, down, dejected, for- 
lorn. upset, distressed, informal blue, cut up 
-opposites populous, joyful 

► varb O droughts desolated the plains devastate, 
ravage, rum, lay waste to, level, raze, demolish, 
wipe out. obliterate ©she was desolated by the 
loss of her husband dishearten, depress, sadden, 
cast down, make miserable, weigh down, 
crush, upset, distress, informal shatter 

desolation ►noun Qthe desolation of the Gobi 
desert bleakness, starkness, barrenness, steril- 
ity, wildness, isolation, loneliness, remoteness 
0a feeling of utter desolation misery, sadness, 
unhappiness, despondency, sorrow, depression, 
gnef, woe, broken-heartedness, wretchedness, 
dejection, devastation, despair, anguish, dis- 
tress 

despair ► noun hopelessness, dishearten- 
ment, discouragement, desperation, distress, 
anguish, unhappiness, despondency, depres- 
sion, disconsolateness, melancholy, misery, 
wretchedness, defeatism, pessimism 
-opposites hope, joy 

► verb lose hope, abandon hope, give up, lose 
heart, be discouraged, be despondent, be de- 
moralized. resign oneself, be pessimistic, look 
on the black side 

■ b« the despair of be the bane of, be the 
scourge of. be a burden on. be a trial to, be a 
thorn m the flesh/side of 

despairing ►adjective hopeless, in despair, 
dejected, depressed, despondent, disconsolate, 
gloomy, miserable, wretched, desolate, incon- 
solable, disheartened, discouraged, demoral- 
ized. devastated, defeatist, pessimistic 

despatch ► vtrb & noun. See dispatch 

desperado ► noun ( dated) bandit, criminal, 
outlaw, lawbreaker, villain, renegade, robber, 
cut-throat, gangster, pirate 

desperate ►adjective Qa desperate loot des 
pairing, hopeless, anguished, distressed, 
wretched, desolate, forlorn, distraught, fraught, 
out of one’s mind, at one’s wits’ end, beside 
oneself, at the end of one’s tether 0 a desper- 
ate attempt to escape last-ditch, last-gasp, 
eleventh-hour, do-ordie, final, frantic, frenzied, 
wild, futile, hopeless, doomed 0 a desperate 
shortage of teachers grave, senous, critical, 
acute, nsky, precarious, dire, awful, temble, 
dreadful, urgent, pressing, crucial, vital, dras- 
tic, extreme, informal chronic © they were desper- 
ate for food in great need of, urgently requir- 
ing, in want of; eager, longing, yearning, hun- 
gry, crying out, informal dying 0 a desperate act 
violent, dangerous, lawless, reckless, rash, 
hasty, impetuous, foolhardy, incautious, haz- 
ardous. nsky; death-or-gloiy, do-or-die 

desperately ► advarb O he screamed desperate- 
ly for help in desperation, in despair, despair- 
ingly, in anguish, in distress; wretchedly, hope- 
lessly. desolately, forlornly 0 they are desperate- 
ly iU * seriously, critically, gravely, severely, 
acutely, dangerously, perilously: very, extreme- 
ly, dreadfully; hopelessly, irretrievably; informal 
terribly, ©he desperately wanted to talk’ urgent 
ly. pressmgly; intensely, eagerly. 


desperation ►noun hopelessness, despair, 
distress, anguish, agony, torment, misery, 
wretchedness, disheartenment, discourage- 
ment 

despicable ►adjective contemptible, loath- 
some, hateful, detestable, reprehensible, abhor- 
rent, abominable, awful, heinous, odious, vile, 
low, mean, abject, shameful, ignominious, 
shabby, ignoble, disreputable, discreditable, un- 
worthy, informal dirty, rotten, low-down, Bnt infor- 
mal beastly, archaic scurvy 
-opposites admirable 

despise ►verb detest, hate, loathe, abhoi, 
exeuate, deplore, dislike, scorn, disdain, look 
down on, dende, sneer at, revile, spurn, shun, 
formal abominate 
-opposites adore 

despite ► preposition in spite of, notwithstand- 
ing, regardless of, in the face of, for all, even 
with 

despoil ►verb Qa village despoiled by invaders 
plunder, pillage, rob, ravage, raid, ransack, 
rape, loot, sack, devastate, lay waste, min 
©the robbers despoiled him of all he had rob, 
strip, deprive, dispossess, denude, divest, re- 
lieve. clean out 

despondency ► noun hopelessness, despair, 
disheartenment, discouragement, low spirits, 
wretchedness, melancholy, gloom, misery, 
desolation, disappointment, dejection, sadness, 
unhappiness, informal the blues, heartache 
despondent ► adjective disheartened, dis- 
couraged. dispirited, downhearted, downcast, 
crestfallen, down, low, disconsolate, despair- 
ing, wretched, melancholy, gloomy, morose, 
dismal, woebegone, miserable, depressed, de- 
jected, sad, informal blue, down in the mouth, 
down in the dumps 
-opposites hopeful, cheerful 
despot ► noun tyrant, oppressor, dictator, ab- 
solute ruler, totalitarian, autocrat 
despotic ► adjective autocratic, dictatorial, 
totalitarian, absolutist, undemocratic, un- 
accountable. one-party, autarchic, monocratic, 
tyrannical, tyrannous, oppressive, repressive, 
draconian, illiberal 
-opposites democratic 

despotism ►noun tyranny, dictatorship, to- 
talitarianism, absolute rule, absolutism, oppres- 
sion, repression, autocracy, monocracy, aut- 
archy 

dessert ► noun pudding, sweet, second course, 
last course, Bnt informal afters, pud See list at 

CAKE 

destabilize ► verb undermine, weaken, dam- 
age, subvert, sabotage, unsettle, upset, disrupt 
-opposites strengthen 

destination ► noun JOURNEY’S end, end of the 
line, terminus, stop, stopping place, port of 
call, goal, target, end 

destined ►adjective Qhe i s destined to lead a 
troubled life: fated, ordained, predestined, 
meant; certain, sure, bound, assured, likely; 
doomed. 0 computers destined for Pakistan head 
ing, bound, en route, scheduled; intended, 
meant, designed, designated, allotted, reserved 
destiny ►noun Q master of his own destiny: fu- 
ture, fate, fortune, doom; lot; archaic portion, 
©she was sent by destiny* fate, providence; pre- 
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destination, divine decree, God’s will, kismet, 
the stars, luck, fortune, chance, karma 
destitute ►adjective ©she was left destitute 
penniless, poor, impoverished, poverty- 
stricken, impecunious, without a penny to 
one’s name, needy, in straitened circumstan- 
ces, distressed, badly off, Brit on the breadline, 
informal hard up, (flat) broke, strapped (for cash), 
without a brass farthing, without two pennies 
to nib together, without a bean, Bnt informal 
stony broke, skint, N Amer informal stone broke, 
without a red cent Qwc were destitute of cloth - 
mg devoid, beieft, depnved, m need, lacking, 
without, deficient in, wanting 
-opposites nch 

destitution ► noun poverty, impovenshmcnt, 
penuiy, pennilessness, pnvation, pauperism, 
hardship, need, want, straitened circumstan- 
ces. dire straits, deprivation, (financial) distress 
destroy ►verb Q thetr offices were destroyed hv 
bombing demolish, knock down, level, ia7e (to 
the ground), fell, wreck, ruin, shatter, blast, 
blow up. dynamite, explode, bomb Q traffic 
would destroy the conservation area spoil, nun, 
wieck, disfigure, blight, mar, impair, deface, 
scar, injure, harm, devastate, damage, wreak 
havoc on © illness destroyed his career chances 
wreck, ruin, spoil, disrupt, undo, upset, put an 
end to, put a stop to, terminate, frustrate, 
blight, crush, quash, dash, scotch, devastate, 
demolish, sabotage, Bnt throw a spanner in the 
works of, informal mess up. muck up. foul up, 
put paid to, put the kibosh on, do for, queer, 
blow a hole in, Bnt informal scupper, archaic bring 
to naught Qthe horse had to be destroyed kill, 
put down, put to sleep, slaughter, terminate, 
exterminate ©we had to destroy the enemy anni 
hilate. wipe out, obliterate, wipe off the face 
of the earth, eliminate, eradicate, liquidate, fin- 
ish off, eiase, kill, slaughter, massacre, exter- 
minate, informal take out. rub out, snuff out, N 
Ame; informal waste 

-opposites build, preserve, raise, spare 
destruction ►noun Qthe destruction by allied 
bombers demolition, wrecking, ruination, blast- 
ing, bombing, wreckage, rums Qthe destruction 
of the countryside spoliation, devastation, ruin- 
ation, blighting, disfigurement, impairment, 
scarring, harm, desolation Qthe destruction of 
cattle slaughter, killing, putting down, exter- 
mination. termination Qthe destruction of the 
enemies' forces annihilation, obliteration, elimin- 
ation, eradication, liquidation, killing, slaugh- 
ter, massacre, extermination 
destructive ►adjective Qthe most destructive 
war devastating, ruinous, disastrous, cata- 
strophic, calamitous, cataclysmic, harmful, 
damaging, detnmental, deleterious, injurious, 
cnppling, violent, savage, fierce, brutal, deadly, 
lethal Q destructive criticism negative, hostile, 
vicious, unfriendly, unhelpful, obstructive, dis- 
couraging 

desultory ► adjective casual, cursory, superfi- 
cial, token, perfunctory, half-hearted, luke- 
warm. random, aimless, erratic, unmethodical, 
unsystematic, chaotic, inconsistent, irregular, 
intermittent, sporadic, fitful. 

-oppositbs keen. 

detach ►verb Qhe detached the lamp from its 
bracket : unfasten, disconnect, disengage, separ- 
ate. uncouple, remove, loose, unhitch, unhook, 


free, disumte, pull off. cut off, break off Qhe 
detached himself from the crowd free, separate, 
segregate, move away, split off; leave, abandon 
© he has detached himself from hts family dissoci 
ate, divorce, alienate, separate, segregate, isol- 
ate, cut off, break away, disaffiliate, defect, 
leave, quit, withdraw from, break with 
-opposites attach, join 

detached ►adjective ©a detached collar un 
fastened, disconnected, separated, separate, 
loosened, untied, unhitched, undone, un- 
hooked. unbuttoned, free, severed, cut off Qa 
detached observer dispassionate, disinterested, 
objective, unmvolved, outside, neutral, un- 
biased. unprejudiced, impartial, non-partisan, 
indifferent, aloof, remote, distant, impersonal 
©a detached house standing alone, separate 

detachment ► noun ©she looked on everything 
with detachment objectivity, dispassion, disin- 
terest, open-mindedness, neutrality, impartial 
lty, indifference, aloofness Qa detachment of 
soldiers unit, detail, squad, troop, contingent, 
outfit, task force, patrol, crew, platoon, com- 
pany. corps, regiment, brigade, battalion ©the 
detachment of the wallpaper loosening, discon- 
nection. disengagement, separation, lemoval 

detail ► noun Q the picture is correct in every de- 
tail particular, respect, feature, characteristic, 
attribute, specific, aspect, facet, part, unit, 
component, constituent, fact, piece of informa- 
tion, point, element, circumstance, consider- 
ation ©that’s just a detail unimportant point, 
trivial fact, triviality, technicality, nicety, 
subtlety, trifle, fine point, incidental, inessen- 
tial. nothing © records with a considerable degree 
of detail precision, exactness, accuracy, thor- 
oughness, carefulness, scrupulousness, particu- 
larity ©a guard detail unit, detachment, 
squad, troop, contingent, outfit, task force, pa- 
trol ©I got the toilet detail duty, task. job. 
chore, charge, responsibility, assignment, func- 
tion. mission, engagement, occupation, under- 
taking, errand 

► verb Qthe report details our objections describe, 
explain, expound, relate, catalogue, list, spell 
out, itemize, particularize, identify, specify, 
state, declare, present, set out. frame, cite, 
quote, instance, mention, name Q troops were 
detailed to prevent the escape assign, allocate, ap- 
point. delegate, commission, charge, send, 
post, nominate, vote, elect, co-opt 
■ in detail thoroughly, m depth, exhaustive- 
ly, minutely, closely, meticulously, rigorously, 
scrupulously, painstakingly, carefully, com- 
pletely, comprehensively, fully, extensively, 
detailed ►adjective comprehensive, full, com- 
plete, thorough, exhaustive, all-inclusive, elab- 
orate, minute, intricate, explicit, specific, pre- 
cise, exact, accurate, meticulous, painstaking, 
itemized, blow-by-blow 
-opposites general 

detain ► verb Q they were detained for question - 
fng hold, take into custody, take (in), confine, 
imprison, lock up, put in jail, intern, arrest, ap- 
prehend, seize, informal pick up, run in, haul m, 
nab, collar, Bnt mfomial nick. Q don’t let me detain 
you. delay, hold up. make late, keep, slow up/ 
down; hinder, hamper, impede, obstruct 
-opposites release. 

detect ► verb © no one detected the smell of diesel 
notice, perceive, discern, be aware of, note, 
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make out, spot, recognize, distinguish, remark, 
identify, diagnose, catch, sense, see, smell, 
scent, taste, Bnt informal clock Q they are respon- 
sible for detecting fraud discover, uncover, find 
out, turn up, unearth, dig up, root out, expose, 
reveal Qhelp the police to detect crime solve, 
clear up. get to the bottom of, find the person 
behind, informal crack Qthe hackers were detected 
catch, hunt down, track down, find, expose, 
reveal, unmask, smoke out, apprehend, arrest, 
informal nail 

detection ► noun Qthe detection of methane 
discernment, perception, awareness, recogni- 
tion, identification, diagnosis, sensing, sight, 
smelling, tasting Qthe detection o) insider deal- 
ing. discovery, uncovenng, unearthing, expos- 
ure, revelation 0 the detection rate for burglary 
solving, clear-up Qhe managed to escape detec- 
tion capture, identification, exposure, appre- 
hension. arrest 

detective ►noun investigator, private inves- 
tigator, private detective, operative, Bnt en- 
quiry agent, informal private eye, PI, sleuth, 
snoop, N Amer informal shamus, gumshoe, infor- 
mal, dated dick 

detention ► noun custody, imprisonment, 
confinement, incarceration, internment, de- 
tainment. captivity, arrest, house arrest, quar- 
antine 

deter ►verb Qthe high cost deterred many dis 
courage, dissuade, put off. scare off, disheart- 
en. demoralize, daunt, intimidate Qthe pres- 
ence of a caretaker deters crime prevent, stop, 
avert, fend off, stave off, ward off. block, halt, 
check, hinder, impede, hamper, obstruct, foil, 
forestall, counteract, inhibit, curb 
-opposites encourage 

detergent ►noun washing detergent cleaner, 
cleanser, washing powder, washing-up liquid, 
soap 

► adjective detergent action cleaning, cleansing, 
surface-active 

deteriorate ►verb ©his health deteriorated 
worsen, decline, degenerate, fail, slump, slip,’ 
go downhill, go backwards, wane. ebb. informal 
go to pot 0 these materials deteriorate if stored 
wrongly decay, degrade, degenerate, break 
down, decompose, rot, go off, spoil, perish, 
break up, disintegrate, crumble, fall apart 
-opposites improve 

deterioration ►noun Qa deterioration in law 
and order decline, collapse, failure, drop, 
downturn, slump, slip, retrogression 0 deteri- 
oration of the roof structure decay, degradation, 
degeneration, breakdown, decomposition, rot, 
atrophy, weakening, break-up, disintegration, 
dilapidation 

determinate ►adjective fixed, settled, speci- 
fied. established, defined, explicit, known, de- 
termined, definitive, conclusive, express, pre- 
cise, cacegoncal, positive, definite 

determination ►noun Oft took great deter- 
mtnation to win resolution, resolve, will power, 
strength of character, single-mindedness, pur- 
posefiilness, intentness, staunchness, persever- 
ance, persistence, tenacity, staying power, 
strong-mindedness, backbone; stubbornness, 
doggedness, obstinacy, spirit, courage, pluck, 
grit, stout-heartedness; informal guts, spunk; for- 
mal pertinacity Qthe determination of the rent- 


setting, specification, settlement, designation, 
arrangement, establishment, prescription 
0 the determination of the speed of light calcula 
tion, discovery, ascertainment, establishment, 
deduction, divination, diagnosis, discernment, 
verification, confirmation 
determine ►verb Q chromosomes determine the 
sex of the embryo control, decide, regulate, dir- 
ect, dictate, govern, affect, influence, mould 
Qhe determined to sell up resolve, decide, 
make up one’s mind, choose, elect, opt, formal 
purpose Qthe rent shall be determined by an ac- 
countant specify, set, fix, decide on, settle, as- 
sign, designate, arrange, choose, establish, or- 
dain. prescribe, decree © determine the compos- 
ition of the fibres ascertain, find out, discover, 
learn, establish, calculate, work out. make out, 
deduce, diagnose, discern, check, verify, con- 
firm, informal figure out 

determined ►adjective Qhe was determined to 
have his way intent on, bent on, set on, insist- 
ent on, resolved to, firm about, committed to, 
single-minded about, obsessive about 0u very 
determined man resolute, purposeful, purpos- 
ive, adamant, single-minded, unswerving, un- 
wavering, undaunted, intent, insistent, stead- 
fast, staunch, stalwart, peisevenng, persistent, 
indefatigable, tenacious, strong-minded, 
strong-willed, unshakeable, steely, four-square, 
dedicated, committed, stubborn, dogged, ob- 
stinate, inflexible, intransigent, unyielding, im- 
movable, N Amer rock-nbbed, formal pertin- 
acious 

determining ►adjective deciding, decisive, 
conclusive, final, definitive, key. pivotal, cru- 
cial, critical, major, chief, prime 
deterrent ► noun disincentive, discourage- 
ment, damper, curb, check, restraint, obstacle, 
hindrance, impediment, obstruction, block, 
barrier, inhibition 
-opposites incentive 

detest ► verb abhor, hate, loathe, despise, 
shrink from, be unable to bear, find intoler- 
able, dislike, disdain, have an aversion to, formal 
abominate 
-opposites love 

detestable ► adjective abhorrent, hateful, 
loathsome, despicable, abominable, execrable, 
repellent, repugnant, repulsive, revolting, dis- 
gusting, distasteful, horrible, homd, awful, 
heinous, reprehensible, obnoxious, odious, of- 
fensive, contemptible 

dethrone ► verb depose, unseat, uncrown, 
oust, topple, overthrow, bring down, dislodge, 
displace, supplant, usurp, eject, drum out 
-opposites crown 

detonate ►verb Qthe charge detonated under 
the engine explode, go off, blow up, shatter, 
erupt, ignite, bang, blast, boom Qthey deton- 
ated the bomb set off, explode, discharge, let 
off, touch off, trigger; ignite, kindle 
detonation ► noun explosion, discharge, 
blowing up, ignition, blast, bang, report, 
detour ► noun diversion, roundabout route, in- 
direct route, scenic route; bypass, ring road; di- 
gression, deviation, Bnt relief road 
detract ►verb Qmy reservations should not de- 
tract from the book's excellence: belittle, take 
away from, diminish, reduce, lessen, minimize, 
play down, trivialize, decry, depreciate, de- 
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value, deprecate 0 the patterns will detract atten- 
tion from each other divert, distract, draw away, 
deflect, avert, shift one's attention 

detractor ► noun critic, disparager, demgra- 
tor. deprecator, belittler, attacker, fault-finder, 
backbiter, slanderer, libeller, informal knocker 

detriment ► noun harm, damage, injury, hurt, 
impairment, loss, disadvantage, disservice, mis- 
chief 

-opposites benefit 

detrimental * adjective harmful, damaging, 
injurious, hurtful, mimical, deleterious, de- 
structive, ruinous, disastious, bad, malign, ad- 
verse, undesirable, unfavourable, unfortunate, 
unhealthy, unwholesome 
-opposites benign 

detritus ► noun debris, waste, refuse, rubbish, 
litter, scrap, flotsam and jetsam, lumber, rub- 
ble, remains, remnants, fragments, scraps, 
dregs, leavings, sweepings, dross, scum, N Amer 
trash, garbage. Austral /NZ mullock, informal 
dreck 

devalue ► verb belittle, depreciate, disparage, 
denigrate, decry, deprecate, treat lightly, dis- 
credit, underrate, undervalue, underestimate, 
deflate, diminish, trivialize, run down, informal 
knock, sell short, put down, pooh-pooh, do 
down, pick holes in, Bnt informal rubbish 

devastate ► verb Q the city was devastated by 
an earthquake destroy, rum, wreck, lay waste, 
ravage, demolish, raze (to the ground), level, 
flatten Qhe was devastated by the news shatter, 
shock, stun. daze, dumbfound, traumatize, 
crush, overwhelm, overcome, distress, informal 
knock sideways, Bnt informal knock for six 
devastating ► adjective Q a devastating cyclone 
destructive, ruinous, disastrous, catastrophic, 
calamitous, cataclysmic, harmful, damaging, 
injurious, detrimental, crippling, violent, sav- 
age, fierce, dangerous, fatal, deadly, lethal 
0 devastating news shattering, shocking, trau- 
matic, overwhelming, crushing, distressing, 
terrible 0 (informal) he presented devastating argu- 
ments incisive, highly effective, penetrating, 
cutting, withering, blistering, searing, scathing, 
fierce, savage, stinging, biting, caustic, harsh, 
unsparing 

devastation ► noun O the hurricane left a trail 
of devastation destruction, ruin, desolation, 
havoc, wreckage, ruins, ravages 0the devasta- 
tion of Prussia destruction, wrecking, ruin- 
ation, despoliation, demolition, annihilation 
0the devastation you have caused the family 
shock, trauma, distress, stress, strain, pam, an- 
guish. suffering, upset, agony, misery, heart- 
ache 

develop ► verb Qthe industry developed rapidly 
grow, expand, spread, advance, progress, 
evolve, mature, prosper, thrive, flourish, blos- 
som 0a plan was developed initiate, instigate, 
set m motion, originate, invent, farm, estab- 
lish, generate 0 children should develop their tal- 
ents expand, augment, broaden, supplement, 
reinforce, enhance, refine, improve, polish, 
perfect. Qa row developed * start, begin, 
emerge, erupt, break out. burst out, arise, 
break, unfold, happen. Qhe developed the disease 
last week • fall ill with, be stricken with, suc- 
cumb to; contract, catch, get, pick up, come 
down with, become infected with 


development ► noun Q the development of the 
firm evolution, growth, maturation, expan- 
sion, enlargement, spread, progress, success 
© the development of an idea forming, establish- 
ment. initiation, instigation, origination, inven- 
tion, generation ©keep abreast of developments 
event, occurrence, happening, circumstance, 
incident, situation, issue Qa housing develop- 
ment estate, complex, site 
deviant ► adjective deviant behaviour aberrant, 
abnormal, atypical, anomalous, irregular, non- 
standard, nonconformist, perverse, uncommon, 
unusual, freakish, strange, odd, peculiar, bi- 
zarre. eccentric, idiosyncratic, unorthodox, ex- 
ceptional, warped, perverted, informal kinky, 
quirky 

-opposites normal 

► noun we were seen as deviants nonconformist, 
eccentric, maverick, individualist, outsider, 
misfit, informal oddball, weirdo, freak, N Amer in- 
formal screwball, kook 

deviate ►verb diverge, digress, drift, stray, 
slew, veer, swerve, get sidetracked, branch off, 
differ, vaiy, run counter to. contrast with 
deviation ►noun divergence, digression, de- 
parture, difference, variation, variance, aberra- 
tion, abnormality, irregularity, anomaly, incon- 
sistency, discrepancy 

device ► noun O a device for measuring pressure 
implfment, gadget, utensil, tool, appliance, ap- 
paratus, instrument, machine, mechanism, 
contrivance, contraption, informal gizmo, widget 
0an ingenious legal device ploy, tactic, move, 
stratagem, scheme, plot, trick, ruse, man- 
oeuvre, machination, contrivance, expedient, 
dodge, wile, Bnt informal wheeze Q their shields 
bear his device emblem, symbol, logo, badge, 
crest, insignia, coat of arms, escutcheon, seal, 
mark, design, motif, monogram, hallmark, 
trademark 

devil ► noun O God and the Devil Satan, Beelze- 
bub, Lucifer, the Lord of the Flies, the Prince of 
Darkness, informal Old Nick See list Qthey drove 
out the devils from their bodies evil spirit, demon, 
cacodemon, fiend, bogie, informal spook ©look 
what the cruel devil has done brute, beast, mon- 
ster, fiend, villain, sadist, barbanan. ogre 
Qhe’s a naughty little devil rascal, rogue, imp, 
fiend, monkey, wretch, informal monster, horror, 
scamp, tyke, Bnt informal pensher, N Amer informal 
varmint 0 (informal) the poor devils looked ill 
wretch, unfortunate, creature, soul, person, 
fellow, informal thing, beggar 
devilish ►adjective Qa devilish gnn diabolical, 
fiendish, (Jemomc, satanic, demomac, demon- 
iacal, hellish, infernal Qa devilish torture 
wicked, evil, iniquitous, vile, foul, abominable, 
unspeakable, loathsome, monstrous, atrocious, 
heinous, hideous, odious, homble, appalling, 
dreadful, awful, terrible, ghastly, abhorrent, de- 
spicable, depraved, dark, black, immoral, vi- 
cious, cruel, savage, barbaric. 0 a devilish job 
difficult, tricky, ticklish, troublesome, thorny, 
awkward, problematic 

devil-may-care ►adjective reckless, rash, 
incautious, heedless, impetuous, impulsive, 
daredevil, hot-headed, wild, foolhardy, auda- 
cious, death-or-glory, nonchalant, casual, 
breezy, flippant, insouciant, happy-go-lucky, 
easy-going, unwomed, untroubled, uncon- 
cerned. harum-scarum, Bnt tearaway. 
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Names for the Devil 


Abbedon 

the Adversary 

Apottyon 

the Arch-enemy 

the Arch-fiend 

the Airtd Thief 

Beelzebub 

Belial 

Clootie 

the Dell 

the Evil One 

the fiend 

the Foul Fiend 

His Satanic Majesty 

the Lord of the Files 


Lucifer 

Mephlsto 

Mephi&tophetes 

Moloch 

the old gentleman (in 
black) 

Old Harry 

Old Homie 

Old Nick 

Old Scratch 

the Prince of Darkness 

Satan 

the Tempter 
the Wicked One 


devilment ► noun. See devilry sense 2 

devilry, deviltry ► noun Qsome devilry was 
afoot wickedness, evil, sin, iniquity, vileness, 
badness, wrongdoing, dishonesty, unscrupu- 
lousness, villainy, delinquency, devilishness, 
fiendishness, informal crookedness, shadiness 
©she had a perverse sense of devilry mischief, 
mischievousness, naughtiness, badness, per- 
versity, impishness, misbehaviour, trouble- 
making, misconduct, pranks, tncks, rogueiy, 
devilment, informal monkey business, shenan- 
igans Qthey dabbled in devilry black magic, sor- 
cery. witchcraft, wizardry, necromancy, en- 
chantment. spell-working, incantation, the 
supernatural, occultism, the occult, the black 
arts, divination, voodoo, witchery, N Amer 
mojo. orenda 

devious ► adjective ©the devious ways in which 
they bent the rules underhand, deceitftil, dishon- 
est, dishonourable, unethical, unprincipled, im- 
moral, unscrupulous, fraudulent, dubious, un- 
fair, treacherous, duplicitous, crafty, cunning, 
calculating, artful, conniving, scheming, sly, 
wily, sneaky, furtive, secret, clandestine, sur- 
reptitious, covert, N Amer snide, snidey, informal 
crooked, shady, dirty, low-down, Brit informal 
dodgy ©a devious route a round the coast circuit 
ous, roundabout, indirect, meandering, tortu- 
ous 

devise ►verb conceive, think up, dream up. 
work out. formulate, concoct, design, invent, 
com, originate, compose, construct, fabricate, 
create, produce, develop, discover, hit on. 
hatch, contrive, informal cook up 

devitalize ► verb weaken, enfeeble, debilitate, 
enervate, sap, dram, tax, exhaust, weary, tire 
(out), fatigue, wear out, prostrate, indispose, in- 
capacitate, lay low, informal knock out, do m, 
shatter, whack, bush, frazzle, poop; Bnt informal 
knacker 

-opposites strengthen 

devoid ►adjective free, empty, vacant, bereft, 
denuded, deprived, destitute, bankrupt, (de- 
void of) lacking, without, wanting, informal 
minus. 

devolution ►noun decentralization, delega- 
tion, redistribution, transfer, surrender, relin- 
quishment. 

devolve ►verb delegate, depute, pass (down/ 
on), hand down/over/on, transfer, transmit, as- 
sign, consign, convey, entrust, turn over, give, 


cede, surrender, relinquish, deliver, bestow, 
grant 

devote ► verb allocate, assign, allot, commit, 
give (over), apportion, consign, pledge; dedi- 
cate, consecrate, set aside, earmark, reserve, 
designate 

devoted ► adjective loyal, faithful, true (blue), 
staunch, steadfast, constant, committed, dedi- 
cated, devout, fond, loving, affectionate, canng, 
admiring 

devotee ► noun o a devotee of rock music en 
thusiast, fan, lover, aficionado, admirer; informal 
buff, freak, nut. fiend, fanatic, addict, maniac 
©dcvottes thronged the temple follower, adher- 
ent, supporter, advocate, disciple, votary, mem- 
ber, stalwart, fanatic, zealot, believer, worship- 
per 

devotion ► noun © her devotion to her husband 
loyalty, faithfulness, fidelity, constancy, com- 
mitment, adherence, allegiance, dedication, 
fondness, love, admiration, affection, care ©a 
life of devotion devoutness, piety, religiousness, 
spirituality, godliness, holiness, sanctity 
© morning devotions (religious) worship, reli- 
gious observance, prayers, vespers, matins, 
prayer meeting, church service 

devotional ►adjective religious, sacred, spir- 
itual, divine, church, ecclesiastical 
-opposites secular 

devour ►verb Qhe devoured his meal eat hun 
grily, eat greedily, gobble (up/down), guzzle, 
gulp (down), bolt (down), cram down, gorge 
oneself on. wolf (down), feast on. consume, eat 
up, informal pack away, demolish, dispose of. 
make short work of, polish off, shovel down, 
stuff oneself with, pig oneself on, put away, 
get outside of, Bnt informal scoff © flames de- 
voured the house . consume, engulf, envelop, des- 
troy, demolish, lay waste, devastate, gut, rav- 
age. ruin, wreck ©he was devoured by remorse 
afflict, plague, bedevil, trouble, harrow, rack, 
consume, swallow up, overcome, overwhelm 
devout ►adjective Qa devout Christian pious, 
religious, devoted, dedicated, reverent. God- 
fearing holy, godly, saintly, faithful, dutiful, 
righteous, churchgoing, orthodox ©a devout 
soccer fan. dedicated, devoted, committed, loyal, 
faithfVil, staunch, genuine, firm, steadfast, un- 
wavering, sincere, wholehearted, keen, enthu- 
siastic, zealous, passionate, ardent, fervent, ac- 
tive, sworn, pledged, informal card-carrying, true 
blue, deep-dyed 

dexterity ►noun Q painting china demanded 
dexterity deftness, adeptness, adroitness, agil- 
ity, nimbleness, handiness, ability, talent, skill, 
proficiency, expertise, experience, efficiency, 
mastery, delicacy, knack, artistry, finesse ©his 
political dexterity shrewdness, astuteness, 
sharp-wittedness, acumen, acuity, intelligence, 
ingenuity, inventiveness, cleverness, smartness; 
canniness, sense, discernment, insight, under- 
standing, penetration, perception, perspicacity, 
discrimination, cunning, artfulness, craftiness, 
informal nous, horse sense, savvy. 

dexterous ►adjective Qa dexterous flick of the 
wrist* deft, adept, adroit agile, nimble, neat, 
handy, able, capable, skilful, skilled, proficient, 
expert, practised, polished, efficient, effortless, 
slick, professional, masterly; informal nifty, 
mean, ace. ©his dexterous accounting abilities: 



223 


diabolical | diction 


shrewd, ingenious, inventive, clever, intelli- 
gent, brilliant, smart, sharp, acute, astute, 
canny, intuitive, discerning, perceptive, in- 
sightful, incisive, judicious, cunning, artful, 
crafty, wily, informal on the ball, quick off the 
mark, quick on the uptake, brainy, savvy, Bnt 
informal suss 

-opposites clumsy, stupid 

diabolical, diabolic ►adjective Qhis diabol- 
i cal skill devilish, fiendish, satanic, demonic, 
demoniacal, hellish, infernal, evil, wicked, un- 
godly, unholy 0 {informal) a diabolical perform - 
ance very bad, dreadful, awful, temble, dis- 
graceful, shameful, lamentable, deplorable, ap- 
palling, atrocious, inferior, substandard, unsat- 
isfactory, inadequate, second-rate, third-rate, 
shoddy, inept, informal crummy, dire, dismal, 
God-awful, abysmal, rotten, pathetic, pitiful, 
lousy, Bnt informal duff, rubbish, ropy 0 ( informal) 
a diabolical liberty extreme, excessive, undue, 
inordinate, immoderate, unconscionable, outra- 
geous, intolerable, unacceptable, unreasonable, 
unjustifiable, unwarrantable, inexcusable, un- 
pardonable 

diadem ►noun crown, coronet, tiara, circlet, 
chaplet, poetic /literary coronal, histoncal taj 

diagnose ►verb identify, determine, distin- 
guish. recognize, detect, pinpoint 

diagnosis ► noun Q the diagnosis of coehac dis- 
ease identification, detection, recognition, de- 
termination, discovery, pinpointing Qthe re- 
sults confirmed his diagnosis opinion, judgement, 
verdict, conclusion 

diagonal ►adjective crosswise, crossways, 
slanting, slanted, aslant, squint, oblique, an- 
gled, at an angle, comerways, comerwise, N 
Amer cater-comered, kitty-cornered 

diagram ► noun drawing, line drawing, 
sketch, representation, draft, illustration, pic- 
ture, plan, outline, delineation, figure. Computing 
graphic 

diagrammatic ► adjective graphic, graphical, 
representational, representative, schematic, 
simplified 

dial ► verb phone, telephone, call, nng, make/ 
place a call (to), informal buzz, Bnt informal get on 
the blower, N Amer informal get someone on the 
hom 

dialect ► noun regional language, local lan- 
guage, local speech, vernacular, patois, idiom; 
regionalisms, localisms, informal lingo 

dialectic ► noun discussion, debate, dialogue, 
logical argument, reasoning, argumentation, 
polemics, formal ratiocination 

dialogue ► noun Qa book consisting of a series of 
dialogues conversation, talk, discussion, inter- 
change, discourse; chat. t£te-a-t£te, informal con- 
fab, formal colloquy, confabulation, archaic con- 
verse 0 they called for a serious political dialogue 
discussion, exchange, debate, exchange of 
views, talk, head-to-head, consultation, confer- 
ence. parley, talks, negotiations, informal pow- 
wow, N Amer informal skull session 

diameter ►noun breadth, width, thickness, 
calibre, bore, gauge. 

diametrical, diametric ► adjective direct, 
absolute, complete, exact, extreme, polar, anti- 
podal. 


diaphanous ►adjective sheer, fine, delicate, 
light, thin, insubstantial, floaty, flimsy, filmy, 
silken, chiffony, gossamer, gossamer-thm, 
gauzy, translucent, transparent, see-through 
-opposites thick, opaque 
diarrhoea ►noun loose motions, informal the 
runs, the trots, gippy tummy, holiday tummy. 
Delhi belly, Montezuma’s revenge, Bnt informal 
the squits, N Amer informal tunsta, archaic the 
flux 

-opposites constipation 

diary ►noun Qhe put the date in his diary ap 
pointment book, engagement book, personal 
organizer, trademark Filofax 0her World War II 
diaries journal, memoir, chronicle, log, log- 
book, history, annal, record, N Amer daybook 
diatribe ► noun tirade, harangue, onslaught, 
attack, polemic, denunciation, bioadside, ful- 
mination, condemnation, censure, criticism, in- 
formal blast, poetic/ literary philippic 
dicey ►adjective ( informal) risky, uncertain, un- 
predictable, touch-and-go, precarious, unsafe, 
dangerous, fraught with danger, hazardous, 
perilous, high-nsk, difficult, informal chancy, 
hairy, iffy, Bnt infomial dodgy, N Amer informal 
gnarly 

-opposites safe 

dichotomy ►noun contrast, difference, po- 
larity, conflict, gulf, chasm, division, separ- 
ation, split, rare contrariety 
dicky ► adjective {Bnt informal) weak, unhealthy, 
ailing, poorly, sickly, frail, unsound, unreliable, 
unsteady 

-opposites robust 

dictate ► verb O the tsar's attempts to dictate pol- 
icy prescribe, lay down, impose, set down, 
order, command, decree, ordain, direct, deter- 
mine, decide, control, govern Qyou are in no 
position to dictate to me give orders to, order 
about/around, lord it over, lay down the law, 
mfomnal boss about/around, push around/about, 
throw one’s weight about/around 0 choice is 
often dictated by availability determine, control, 
govern, decide, influence, affect 
► noun the dictates of his superior order, com- 
mand, commandment, decree, edict, ruling, 
dictum, diktat, directive, direction, instruction, 
pronouncement, mandate, requirement, stipu- 
lation, injunction, demand, formal ordinance, 
poetic/ literary behest 

dictator ► noun autocrat, absolute ruler, des- 
pot, tyrant, oppressor, autarch 
dictatorial ► adjoctlvo Oa dictatorial regime 
autocratic, undemocratic, totalitarian, au- 
thoritarian, autarchic, despotic, tyrannical, tyr- 
annous, absolute, unrestricted, unlimited, un- 
accountable, arbitrary Qhis dictatorial manner 
domineering, autocratic, authoritarian, oppres- 
sive, imperious, officious, overweening, over- 
bearing, peremptory, dogmatic, high and 
mighty, severe, strict, informal bossy, high- 
handed. 

-opposites democratic, meek, 
dictatorship ► noun absolute rule, undemo- 
cratic rule, despotism, tyranny, autocracy, aut- 
archy, authoritarianism, totalitarianism. Fas- 
cism; oppression, repression. 

-opposites democracy. 

diction ► noun Qhis careful diction: enunciation, 
articulation, elocution, locution, pronunciation, 
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speech, intonation, inflection, delivery ©the 
need for contemporary diction in poetry phrase 
ology, phrasing, turn of phrase, wording, lan- 
guage, usage, vocabulary, terminology, expres- 
sions, idioms 

dictionary ► noun lexicon, wordbook, word 
list, glossary 

-related terms lexicographic 
dictum ► noun Q he received the head’s dictum 
with evident reluctance pronouncement, proc- 
lamation. direction, injunction, dictate, com- 
mand, commandment, order, decree, edict, 
mandate, diktat © the old dictum ’might is right’ 
saying, maxim, axiom, proverb, adage, aphor- 
ism, saw, precept, epigram, motto, truism, 
commonplace, expression, phrase, tag 

didactic * adjective instructive, instructional, 
educational, educative, informative, informa- 
tional, edifying, improving, preceptive, peda- 
gogic, moralistic 

die ► verb O her father died last year pass away, 
pass on, lose one’s life, expire, breathe one’s 
last, meet one’s end, meet one's death, lay 
down one’s life, perish, go the way of all flesh, 
go to one’s last resting place, go to meet one’s 
maker, cross the great divide, informal give up 
the ghost, kick the bucket, croak, buy it, turn 
up one’s toes, cash in one’s chips, shuffle off 
this mortal coil, Brit informal snuff it, peg out, 
pop one’s clogs, N Amer informal bite the big 
one, buy the farm, archaic decease, depart this 
life ©the wind had died dow ti abate, subside, 
drop, lessen, ease (off), let up, moderate, fade, 
dwindle, peter out, wane, ebb, relent, weaken, 
melt away, dissolve, vanish, disappear, archaic 
remit © [informal) the engine died fail, cut out. 
give out, stop, break down, stop working, infor- 
mal conk out. go kaput, give up the ghost, Bnt 
informal pack up © (informal) she’s dying to meet 
you long, yearn, bum, ache, informal itch 
-opposites live, intensify 
diehard ► adjective hard-line, reactionary, 
ultra-conservative, conservative, traditionalist, 
dyed-in-the-wool, deep-dyed, intransigent, in- 
flexible, uncompromising, rigid, entrenched, 
set in one’s ways, staunch, steadfast, informal 
blimpish 

diet 1 ► noun health problems related to your diet 
selection of food, food, foodstuffs, informal 
grub, nosh See list 

► verb she dieted for most of her life be on a diet, 
eat spanngly, slim, lose weight, watch one’s 
weight, N Amer reduce, informal weight-watch, N 
Amer informal slenderize 

diet 2 ► noun the diet’s lower house legislative as 
sembly, legislature, parliament, congress, sen- 
ate, council, assembly 

differ ► verb Q the second set of data differed from 
the first’ contrast with, be different/dissimilar 
to. be unlike, vary from, diverge from, deviate 
from, conflict with, run counter to, be incom- 
patible with, be at odds with, go against, con- 
tradict © the two sides differed over this issue - dis 
agree, conflict, be at vanance/odds, be m dis- 
pute, not see eye to eye 
-opposites resemble, agree 
difference ►noun ©the difference between the 
two sets of data, dissimilarity, contrast, distinc- 
tion, differentiation, variance, variation, diver- 
gence, disparity, deviation, polarity, gulf, gap, 
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TERM THINC EATEN 


anthropophagous 

cannibalistic 

carnivorous 

coprophagous 

detritivorous 

entomophagous 

folivorous 

frugivorous 

fungivorous 

graminivorous 

herbivorous 

insectivorous 

melllvorous 

nectarivorous 

omnivorous 

omophagous 

piscivorous 

vermlvorous 


fellow humans 

members of the same species 

meat 

faeces 

plant detritus 

insects 

leaves 

fruit 

fungi 

grass 

plants 

insects, worms, and other 
invertebrates 
honey 
nectar 

all kinds of plants and meat 
raw food, especially raw meat 
fish 


imbalance, contradiction, contradistinction, for- 
mal dissimilitude © we’ve had our differences in 
the past disagreement, difference of opinion, 
dispute, argument, quarrel, wrangle, contre- 
temps, altercation, informal tiff, set-to. run-in, 
spat, Bnt informal row ©/ am willing to pay the 
difference balance, remainder, rest, remaining 
amount, residue 
-opposites similarity 

different ►adjective Q people with different life - 
styles dissimilar, unalike, unlike, contrasting, 
contrastive, divergent, differing, varying, dis- 
parate, poles apart, incompatible, mismatched, 
conflicting, clashing, informal like chalk and 
cheese © suddenly everything in her life was differ- 
ent changed, altered, transformed, new, un- 
famihai , unknown, strange © two different occa- 
sions distinct, separate, individual, discrete, in- 
dependent © [informal] he wanted to try something 
different unusual, out of the ordinary, unfamil- 
iar. novel, new, fresh, original, unconventional, 
exouc, uncommon 
-opposites similar, related, ordinary 

differential ►adjective [technical) ©the differen- 
tial achievements of boys and girls different, dis- 
similar, contrasting, unalike, divergent, dispar- 
ate, contrastive ©the differential features between 
benign and malignant tumours distinctive, distin- 
guishing 

-opposites similar 

differentiate ► verb © he unable to differentiate 
between fantasy and reality distinguish, discrim- 
inate, make/draw a distinction, tell the differ- 
ence, tell apart ©this differentiates their business 
from all other booksellers’ make different, distin- 
guish, set apart, single out. separate, mark off 

differentiation ►noun distinction, distinct- 
ness, difference, separation, demarcation, de- 
limitation. 

difficult ►adjective ©a very difficult job hard, 
strenuous, arduous, laborious, tough, onerous, 
burdensome, demanding, punishing, gruelling, 
back-breaking, exhausting, tinng, fatiguing, 
wearisome, informal hellish, killing, no picnic; ar- 
chaic toilsome, ©she found moths very difficult 
hard, complicated, complex, involved, impene- 
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trable, unfathomable, over/above one’s head, 
beyond one, puzzling, baffling, perplexing, 
confusing, mystifying, problematic, intricate, 
knotty, thorny, ticklish © a difficult child 
troublesome, tiresome, trying, exasperating, 
awkward, demanding, perverse, contrary, recal- 
citrant, unmanageable, obstreperous, unaccom- 
modating, unhelpful, uncooperative, disobli- 
ging, hard to please, fussy, finicky, formal refrac- 
tory O you've come at a difficult time inconveni 
ent, awkward, inopportune, unfavourable, un- 
fortunate, inappropriate, unsuitable, untimely, 
ill-timed 0 the family have been through very diffi- 
cult times bad, tough, grim, dark, black, hard, 
adverse, distressing, straitened, hard-pressed 
-opposites easy, simple, accommodating 

difficulty ► noun Qthe difficulty of balancing 
motherhood with a career strain, trouble, prob- 
lems. toil, struggle, labonousness, arduousness, 
informal hassle, stress © practical difficulties 
problem, complication, snag, hitch, pitfall, 
handicap, impediment, hindrance, obstacle, 
hurdle, obstruction, barrier, stumbling block, 
fly m the ointment, Bnt spanner in the works, 
informal headache, hiccup © Charles got into diffi- 
culties trouble, predicament, plight hard 
times, dire straits, quandaiy, dilemma, informal 
deep water, a fix, a jam, a spot, a scrape, a 
stew, a hole, a pickle 
-opposites ease 

diffidence ► noun shyness, bashfulness, mod- 
esty, self-effacement, meekness, unassertive- 
ness. timidity, humility, hesitancy, reticence, 
insecurity, self-doubt, uncertainty, self-con- 
sciousness 

diffident ► adjective shy, bashful, modest, self- 
etfacmg, unassuming, meek, unconfident, un- 
assertive, timid, timorous, humble, shrinking, 
reticent, hesitant, insecure, self-doubting, 
doubtful, uncertain, unsure, self-conscious, infor- 
mal mousy 

-opposites confident 

diffuse ► verb such ideas were diffused widely in 
the 1970s spread, spread around, send out, dis- 
seminate, scatter, disperse, distribute, put 
about, circulate, communicate, purvey, propa- 
gate, transmit, broadcast, promulgate 
► adjective Qa diffuse community centred on the 
church spread out, scattered ©a diffuse narra- 
tive verbose, wordy, prolix, long-winded, 
long-drawn-out, discursive, rambling, wander- 
ing, meandering, maundering, digressive, cir- 
cuitous, roundabout, circumlocutory, peri- 
phrastic, Bnt informal waffly 

diffusion ►noun spread, dissemination, scat- 
tering, dispersal, distribution, circulation, 
propagation, transmission, broadcasting, pro- 
mulgation 

dig ► verb Qshe began to dig the heavy clay soil 
turn over, work, break up, till, harrow, 
plough ©he took a spade and dug a hole excav 
ate, dig out, quarry, hollow out, scoop out, 
gouge out, cut, bore, tunnel, burrow, mine 
Qthe bodies were hastily dug up exhume, disin- 
ter, unearth O Winnie dug her elbow into his ribs' 
poke, prod, jab, stab, shove, ram, push, thrust, 
dnve ©he'd been digging into my past: delve, 
probe, search, inquire, look, investigate, re- 
search, examine, scrutinize, check up on; infor- 
mal check out. ©J dug up some disturbing infor- 
mation * uncover, discover, find (out), unearth. 


dredge up, root out, ferret out, turn up, reveal, 
bnng to light, expose © {informal, dated) I dig 
talking with him See enjoy verb sense 1 

► noun ©a dig in the ribs poke, prod, jab, stab, 
shove, push © {informal) they’re always making 
digs at each other snide remark, cutting remark, 
jibe, jeer, taunt, sneer, insult, barb, insinu- 
ation, informal wisecrack, crack, put-down 

digest ► verb Liz digested this information assimi 
late, absorb, take in. understand, comprehend, 
grasp, consider, think about, reflect on, pon- 
der, contemplate, mull over 

► noun a digest of their findings, summary, synopsis, 
abstract, precis, resume, summation, compil- 
ation. N Amer informal wrap-up 

digestion ► noun. See list 


Parts of the Human Digestive 
System 

alimentary 

ileum 

rectum 

canal 

Intestine 

salivary 

anus 

jejunum 

glands 

buccal cavity 

liver 

stomach 

colon 

mouth 

teeth 

duodenum 
gall bladder 

oesophagus 

pancreas 

tongue 


digit ► noun © the door rode has ten digits nu 
meral, number, figure, integer ©our frozen 
digits finger, thumb, toe, extremity 
dignified ► adjective stately, noble, courtly, 
majestic, distinguished, proud, august, lofty, 
exalted, regal, lordly, imposing, impressive, 
grand, solemn, senous, grave, formal, proper, 
ceremonious, decorous, reserved, composed, 
sedate 

dignify ►verb ennoble, enhance, distinguish, 
add distinction to, honour, grace, exalt, mag- 
nify. glorify, elevate 

dignitary ►noun worthy, personage, VIP, 
grandee, notable, notability, pillar of society, 
luminary, leading light, big name, informal 
heavyweight, bigwig, top brass, top dog, big 
gun, big shot, big noise, big cheese, big chief, 
supremo. N Amer informal big wheel, big kahuna, 
big enchilada, top banana 
dignity ► noun © the dignity of the Crown’ state 
liness, nobility, majesty, regality, courtliness, 
augustness, loftiness, lordliness, grandeur, so- 
lemnity, gravity, gravitas, formality, decorum, 
propriety, sedateness ©he had lost his dignity 
self-respect, pnde, self-esteem, self-worth, 
amour propfe ©Cnut promised dignities to the 
noblemen high rank, high standing, high sta- 
tion, status, elevation, eminence, honour, 
glory, greatness 

digress ► verb deviate, go off at a tangent, get 
off the subject, get sidetracked, lose the 
thread, diverge, turn aside/away, depart, drift, 
stray, wander 

digression ►noun deviation, detour, diver- 
sion, departure, divergence, excursus, aside, in- 
cidental remark. 

digs ► plural noun ( informal) lodgings, rooms, ac- 
commodation, living quarters, flat, house, 
home, informal pad, place; Bnt mformalbedsit, fomial 
abode, dwelling, dwelling place, residence, 
domicile, habitation 
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dilapidated ► adjective RUN down, tumble' 
down, ramshackle, broken-down, in disrepair, 
shabby, battered, nckety, shaky, unsound, 
crumbling, m ruins, ruined, decayed, decaying, 
decrepit; neglected, uncared-for, untended, the 
worse for wear, falling to pieces, falling apart, 
gone to rack and rum, gone to seed 
dilate ► verb ©her nostrils dilated enlarge, 
widen, expand, distend ©Diane dilated on the 
joys of her married life expatiate, expound, en- 
large, elaboiate, speak/ write at length 
-opposites contract 

dilatory ► adjective © he had been dilatory in ap- 
pointing a solicitor slow, tardy, unhurried, slug- 
gish, sluggardly, snail-like, tortoise-like, lazy 
© dilatory procedural tactics delaying, stalling, 
temporizing, procrastinating, tune-wasting, fa- 
bian 

-opposites fast 

dilemma ► noun quandary, predicament, 
catch-22, vicious circle, plight, mess, muddle, 
difficulty, problem, trouble, perplexity, confu- 
sion, conflict, informal no-win situation, fix, tight 
spot/comer, Brit informal sticky wicket 
■ on the horns of a dilemma between the 
devil and the deep blue sea, between Scylla 
and Charybdis, informal between a rock and a 
hard place 

dilettante ► noun dabbler, amateur, non- 
professional. non-specialist, layman, layperson 
-opposites professional 

diligence ►noun conscientiousness, assidu- 
ousness. assiduity, hard work, application, con- 
centration. effort, care, industnousness, rigour, 
meticulousness, thoroughness, perseverance, 
persistence, tenacity, dedication, commitment, 
tirelessness, indefatigability, doggedness 
diligent ► adjective industrious, hard-working, 
assiduous, conscientious, particular, punctili- 
ous, meticulous, painstaking, rigorous, careful, 
thorough, sedulous, earnest, persevering, per- 
sistent. tenacious, zealous, dedicated, commit- 
ted, unflagging, untinng, tireless, indefatigable, 
dogged, archaic labonous 
-opposites lazy 

dilly-dally ► verb ( informal) waste time, dally, 
dawdle, loiter, linger, take one’s time, delay, 
temporize, stall, procrastinate, pussyfoot 
around, drag one’s feet, dither, hesitate, falter, 
vacillate, waver, Bnt haver, hum and haw, infor- 
mal shilly-shally, let the grass grow under one’s 
feet, archaic tarry 
-opposites hurry 

dilute ►verb ©strong bleach can be diluted with 
water make weaker, weaken, water down, thm 
out, thin, doctor, adulterate, informal cut e the 
original plans have been diluted weaken, moder- 
ate, tone down, water down 
► adjective a dilute and See diluted 
diluted ►adjective weak, dilute, thm, watered 
down, watery; adulterated. 

-oppositbs concentrated 
dim ► adjective © the dim light • faint, weak, fee- 
ble, soft, pale, dull, subdued, muted, wishy- 
washy Qlong dim corridors, dark, badly lit, lll- 
lit, dingy, dismal, gloomy, murky, poetic I literary 
tenebrous ©a dim figure: indistinct, ill-defined, 
unclear, vague, shadowy, nebulous, obscured, 
blurred, blurry, fuzzy, ©dim memories, vague, 
imprecise, imperfect, unclear, indistinct, 


sketchy, hazy, blurred, shadowy Q(mformaf) I’m 
awfully dim See stupid sense 1 0 their prospects 
for the future looked dim gloomy, unpromising, 
unfavourable, discouraging, disheartening, de- 
pressing, dispiriting, hopeless 
-opposites bright, distinct, encouraging 
► verb © the lights were dimmed turn down, lower, 
dip, soften, subdue, mute, poetic /literary bedim 
©my memories have not dimmed with time fade, 
become vague, dwindle, blur ©the fighting 
dimmed hopes of peace diminish, reduce, lessen, 
weaken, undermine 

-opposites brighten, sharpen, intensify 

dimension ►noun ©the dimensions of the room 
size, measurements, proportions, extent, 
length, width, breadth, depth, area, volume, 
capacity, footage, acreage © the dimension of the 
problem size, scale, extent, scope, magnitude, 
importance, significance ©the cultural dimen- 
sions of the problem aspect, feature, element, 
facet, side 

diminish ►verb ©the pain will gradually dimin- 
ish decrease, lessen, decline, reduce, subside, 
die down, abate, dwindle, fade, slacken off, 
moderate, let up, ebb, wane, recede, die away/ 
out, peter out. archaic remit ©new legisluticm di- 
minished the courts’ authority reduce, decrease, 
lessen, curtail, cut, cut down/back, constnct, 
restrict, limit, curb, check, weaken, blunt, 
eiode, undermine, sap ©she lost no opportunity 
to diminish him belittle, disparage, denigrate, 
defame, deprecate, run down, decry, demean, 
cheapen, devalue, formal derogate 
-opposites increase 

diminution ►noun reduction, decrease, less- 
ening, decline, dwindling, moderation, fading, 
weakening, ebb 

diminutive ►adjective tiny, small, little, pe- 
tite, elfin, minute, miniature, mini, minuscule, 
compact, pocket, toy. midget, undersized, 
short. Scottish wee. informal teeny, weeny, teeny- 
weeny, teensy-weensy, itty-bitty, itsy-bitsy, tid- 
dly, dinky, baby, pint-sized, knee-high to a 
grasshopper, Bnt informal titchy, N Amer informal 
little-bitty 

-opposites enormous 

dimple ► noun indentation, hollow, cleft, dint 
dimwit ► noun ( informal) See fool noun sense 1 

dim-witted ► adjective ( informal) See stupid 
senses 1, 2 

din ► noun he shouted above the din noise, racket, 
rumpus, cacophony, babel, hubbub, tumult, 
uproar, commotion, clangour, clatter, shouting, 
yelling, screaming, caterwauling, clamour, out- 
cry, Scottish & N English stramash; informal hullaba- 
loo, Bnt informal row 
-opposites silence. 

► verb ©she had had the evils of drink dinned into 
her instil, inculcate, dnve, drum, hammer, 
drill, ingrain, indoctrinate, brainwash ©the 
sound dinning in my ears: blare, blast, clang, 
clatter, crash, clamour 

dine ►verb ©we dined at a restaurant: have din 
ner, have supper, eat; dated sup. break bread 
Qthey dined on lobster eat, feed on, feast on, 
banquet on, partake of; informal tuck into 

dingle ►noun {poetic/literary ) valley, dale, vale, 
hollow; Bnt dene; Scottish glen, strath; poetic/ 
literary dell. 
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dingy ► adjective gloomy, dark, dull, badly/ 
poorly lit, murky, dim, dismal, dreary, drab, 
sombre, gnm, cheerless, dirty, gnmy, shabby, 
faded, worn, dowdy, seedy, run down 
-opposites bnght 

dinky ► adjective {Brit informal) small, little, pe- 
tite, dainty, neat, diminutive, mini, miniature, 
sweet, cute, dear, adorable, Scottish wee, informal 
teeny, teeny-weeny, teensy-weensy, N Amer mfor- 
mal little-bitty 

dinner ► noun evening meal, supper, main 
meal, lunch, feast, banquet, dinner party, Bnt 
tea, informal spread, blowout. Bnt informal nosh- 
up, slap-up meal, formal repast 
-related terms prandial 
dinosaur ► noun. See list 


Dinosaurs 


Alamosaurus 

Melanorosaurus 

Albertosaurus 

Microvenator 

Allosaurus 

Monodonius 

Anchiceratops 

Orthinomimus 

Anchlsaurus 

Orthitholestes 

Ankylosaurus 

Ostrich dinosaur 

Apatosaurus 

Oviraptor 

Barosaurus 

Pachycephalosaurus 

Brachlosaurus 

Parasaurolophus 

Brontosaurus 

Pentaceratops 

Camarasaurus 

Plateosaurus 

Camptosaurus 

Procompsognathus 

Ceratosaurus 

Protoceratops 

Cetiosaurus 

Psittacosaurus 

Chasmosaurus 

Raptor 

Coelophysis 

Riojasaurus 

Coelosaurus 

Saurolophus 

Compsognathus 

Sauropod 

Corythosaurus 

Scelidosaurus 

Deinocheirus 

Seismosaurus 

Deinonychus 

Staurikosaurus 

Deinocherus 

Stegosaurus 

Dilophosaurus 

Stegoceras 

Diplodocus 

Styracosaurus 

Dromaeosaurus 

Syntarsus 

Dryosaurus 

Tarbosaurus 

Duck-billed dinosaur 

Thescelosaurus 

Edmontosaurus 

Titanosaurus 

Fabrosaurus 

Torosaurus 

Gallimimus 

Triceratops 

Heterodontosaurus 

Troodon 

Iguanodon 

Tyrannosaurus 

Kentrosaurus 

Ultrasaurus 

Leptoceratops 

Utahraptor 

Megalosaurus 

Velodraptor 


dint ► noun dent, indentation, hollow, depres- 
sion, dip, dimple, cleft, pit 
■ by dint of by means of, by virtue of, on ac- 
count of, as a result of, as a consequence of, 
owing to, on the strength of, due to, thanks to, 
by; formal by reason of 

diocese ► noun bishopric, see 

dip ► verb Qhe dipped a rag in the water im 
merse, submerge, plunge, duck, dunk, lower, 
sink. Qthe sun dipped below the horizon sink, set, 
drop, go/drop down, fall, descend, disappear, 
vanish. 0 the president's popularity has dipped de 
crease, fall, drop, fall off. decline, diminish, 
dwindle, slump, plummet, plunge, informal hit 
the floor ©the road dipped : slope down, des- 


cend, go down, drop away, fall, sink Qhe 
dipped his headlights dim, lower, turn down 
©you might have to dip into your savings draw 
on. use, make use of, have recourse to. spend 
Qan interesting book to dip into browse 
through, skim through, look through, flick 
through, glance at, peruse, nin one’s eye over 
-opposites nse, increase 
► noun ©a relaxing dip in the pool swim, bathe, 
paddle ©give the Jish a ten-minute dip m a salt 
hath immersion, plunge, ducking, dunking 
0 chicken satay with peanut dip sauce, relish, 
dressing See list at sauce © the hedge at the bot- 
tom oj the dtp slope, incline, decline, descent, 
hollow, concavity, depiession, basin, indenta- 
tion Qa dip in sales decrease, fall, drop, 
downturn, decline, talling-off, slump, reduc- 
tion, diminution, ebb 

diplomacy ►noun Q diplomacy failed to win 
them independence statesmanship, statecraft, ne- 
gotiation^), discussion(s), talks, dialogue, inter- 
national relations, foreign affairs QJack's quiet 
diplomacy tact, tactfulness, sensitivity, discre- 
tion, subtlety, finesse, delicacy, savoir faire, po- 
liteness, thoughtfulness, care, judiciousness, 
prudence 

diplomat ► noun ambassador, attache, consul, 
charge d’affaires, envoy, emissary, plenipoten- 
tiary, archaic legate 

diplomatic ►adjective Q diplomatic activity am 
bassadorial, consular, foreign-office Qhe tried 
to he diplomatic tactful, sensitive, subtle, deli- 
cate, polite, discreet, thoughtful, careful, judi- 
cious. prudent, politic, clever, skilful 
-opposites tactless 

dire ►adjective Qthe dire economte situation ter 
rible. dreadful, appalling, frightful, awful, atro- 
cious. grim, alarming, grave, serious, disas- 
tious, ruinous, hopeless, irretrievable, wretch- 
ed, desperate, parlous, formal gnevous Qhe was 
m dire need of help urgent, desperate, pressing, 
crying, sore, grave, serious, extreme, acute, 
drastic Qdire warnings of fuel shortages omin 
ous, gloomy, gnm, dismal, unpropitious, inaus- 
picious, unfavourable, pessimistic © {informal) 
the concert was dire See awful sense 2 

direct ►adjective Qthe most direct route 
straight, undeviating, unswerving, shortest, 
quickest Qa direct flight non-stop, unbroken, 
uninterrupted, through Qhe is very direct 
frank, candid, straightforward, honest, open, 
blunt, plain-spoken, outspoken, forthnght, 
downright, no-nonsense, matter-of-fact, not 
afraid to call a spade a spade, informal upfront 
© direct contact with the president face to face, 
personal, head-on, immediate, first-hand, t£te- 
a-t£te. Qa direct quotation verbatim, word for 
word, to the letter, faithful, exact, precise, ac- 
curate, correct Qthe direct opposite exact, ab- 
solute, complete, diametrical 
► verb ©an economic elite directed the nation's af- 
fairs manage, govern, run, administer, control, 
conduct, handle, be in charge/control of, pre- 
side over, lead, head, rule, be at the helm of, 
supervise, superintend, oversee, regulate, or- 
chestrate, coordinate, informal run the show, call 
the shots/tune, be m the driving seat Qwos 
that remark directed at me? aim at, tai^et at. ad- 
dress to, intend for, mean for, design for. 0 a 
man m uniform directed them to the hall give dir 
ections, show the way, guide, lead, conduct, 
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accompany, usher, escort Q the judge directed 
the jury to return a not guilty verdict instruct, 
tell, command, order, charge, require, poetic/ 
literary bid 

direction ► noun ©a northerly direction way, 
route, course, line, run, bearing, orientation 
©the newspaper’s political direction orientation, 
inclination, leaning, tendency, bent, bias, pref- 
erence, drift, tack, attitude, tone, tenor, mood, 
current, trend, ©his direction of the project ■ ad 
ministration, management, conduct, handling, 
running, supervision, superintendence, regula- 
tion, orchestration, control, command, rule, 
leadership, guidance © explicit directions about 
nursing care instruction, order, command, pre- 
scription, rule, regulation, requirement 
directive ► noun instruction, direction, com- 
mand, order, charge, injunction, prescription, 
rule, ruling, regulation, law, dictate, decree, 
dictum, edict, mandate, fiat, formal ordinance 
directly ►advtrb ©they flew directly to New 
York straight, right, as the crow flies, by a dir- 
ect route ©/ went directly after breakfast immedi 
ately, at once, instantly, nght away, straight 
away, post-haste, without delay, without hesita- 
tion. forthwith, quickly, speedily, promptly, u i- 
formal pronto 4) the houses directly opposite 
exactly, nght, immediately, diametrically; mfor- 
mal bang ©she spoke simply and directly frank 
ly, candidly, openly, bluntly, forthrightly, with- 
out beating around the bush 
director ► noun administrator, manager, 
chairman, chairwoman, chairperson, chair, 
head, chief, pnncipal, leader, governor, presi- 
dent; managing director, MD, chief executive, 
CEO, supervisor, controller, overseer, informal 
boss, kingpin, top dog. gaffer, head honcho, 
numero uno, N Amer informal Mister Big See list 
at FILM 

directory ► noun index, list, listing, register, 
catalogue, record, archive, inventory 
dirge ► noun elegy, lament, threnody, requiem, 
dead march, Insh keen, Insh & Scottish coronach 
dirt ► noun ©his face was streaked with dirt 
grime, filth; dust, soot, smut, muck, mud, 
mire, sludge, slime, ooze, dross, smudges, 
stains, informal crud, yuck, grunge, Brit informal 
grot, gunge. © the packed dirt of the road earth, 
soil, loam, clay, silt, ground © ( informal) dog dirt 
See excrement. © (informal) they tried to dig up 
dirt on the President scandal, gossip, revela- 
tions, mmour(s), information, 
dirty ► adjective ©a dirty sweatshirt | dirty water 
soiled, gnmy, grubby, filthy, mucky, stained, 
unwashed, greasy, smeared, smeary, spotted, 
smudged, cloudy, muddy, dusty, sooty; un- 
clean, sullied, impure, tarnished, polluted, con- 
taminated, defiled, foul, unhygienic, insanitary, 
unsamtaiy, informal cruddy, yucky, lcky, Brit infor- 
mal manky, gungy, grotty; poetic /literary befouled, 
besmirched, begnmed ©a dirty joke- indecent, 
obscene, rude, naughty, vulgar, smutty, coarse, 
crude, filthy, bawdy, suggestive, nbald, racy, 
salacious, nsqufc, offensive, off colour, lewd, 
pornographic, explicit, X-rated; informal blue, eu- 
phemistic adult. © dirty tricks: dishonest, deceit- 
ful, unscrupulous, dishonourable, unsporting, 
ungentlemanly, below the belt, unfair, unethic- 
al, unprincipled; crooked, double-dealing, 
underhand, sly, crafty, devious, sneaky, Brit, in- 
formal out of order, not cncket. © {informal) a 


dirty cheat despicable, contemptible, hateful, 
vile, low, mean, unworthy, worthless, beyond 
contempt, sordid, informal rotten, archaic scurvy 
©a dirty look malevolent, resentful, hostile, 
black, dark, angiy, cross, indignant, annoyed, 
disapproving, informal peeved 0 dirty weather 
unpleasant, nasty, foul, inclement, bad, rough, 
stormy, squally, gusty, windy, blowy, rainy, 
murky, overcast, lounng 
-opposites clean, innocent, honourable, pleas- 
ant 

► verb the dog had dirtied her dress soil, stain, 
muddy, blacken, mess up, mark, spatter, be- 
spatter, smudge, smear, splatter, sully, pollute, 
foul, defile, poetic /literary befoul, besmirch, be- 
grime 

-opposites clean 

disability ► noun handicap, disablement, in- 
capacity, impairment, infirmity, defect, abnor- 
mality, condition, disorder, affliction 

disable ► verb ©an injury that could disable 
somebody for life incapacitate, put out of action, 
debilitate, handicap, cripple, lame, maim, im- 
mobilize, paralyse © the bomb squad disabled the 
device deactivate, defuse, disarm ©he was dis- 
abled from holding public office disqualify, pre- 
vent. preclude 

disabled ► adjective handicapped, incapaci- 
tated, debilitated, infirm, out of action, crip- 
pled, lame, paralysed, immobilized, bedndden, 
euphemistic physically challenged, differently 
abled 

-opposites able-bodied 

disabuse ► verb disillusion, set straight, open 
someone’s eyes, correct, enlighten, disenchant, 
shatter someone’s illusions 
disadvantage ► noun drawback, snag, 
downside, stumbling block, fly m the oint- 
ment. catch, hindrance, obstacle, impediment, 
flaw, defect, weakness, fault, handicap, con, 
trouble, difficulty, problem, complication, nuis- 
ance. Bnt disbenefit, spanner m the works, infor- 
mal minus 
-opposites benefit 

disadvantaged ► adjective deprived, under- 
privileged, depressed, in need, needy, poor, im- 
poverished, indigent, hard up, Bnt on the 
breadline 

disadvantageous ► adjective unfavour 
able, adverse, unfortunate, unlucky, bad, detri- 
mental, prejudicial, deletenous, harmful, dam- 
aging, injurious, hurtful, inconvement, inop- 
portune, ill-timed, untimely, inexpedient 
disaffected ►adjective dissatisfied, disgrun- 
tled, discontented, malcontent, frustrated, 
alienated; disloyal, rebellious, mutinous, sedi- 
tious, dissident, up in arms, hostile, antagonis- 
tic, unfriendly 
-opposites contented 

disagree ►verb © no one was wQhng to disagree 
with him . take issue, challenge, contradict, op- 
pose, be at vanance/odds, not see eye to eye, 
differ, dissent, be in dispute, debate, argue, 
quarrel, wrangle, clash, be at loggerheads, 
cross swords, lock horns; formal gainsay. © their 
accounts disagree on details, differ, be dissimilar, 
be different, vaiy, diverge; contradict each 
other, conflict, clash, contrast, ©the spicy food 
disagreed with her. make ill, make unwell, nau- 
seate, sicken, upset. 
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disagreeable ►adjective Qa disagreeable 
smell unpleasant, displeasing, nasty, offensive, 
off-putting, obnoxious, objectionable, homble, 
homd, dreadful, frightful, abominable, odious, 
repugnant, repulsive, repellent, revolting, dis- 
gusting, foul, vile, nauseating, sickening, un- 
palatable 0 a disagreeable man bad-tempered, 
ill-tempered, curmudgeonly, cross, crabbed, ir- 
ritable, grumpy, peevish, sullen, pnckly, un- 
friendly, unpleasant, nasty, mean, mean- 
spinted, rude, surly, discourteous, impolite, 
brusque, abrupt, churlish, disobliging 
-opposites pleasant 

disagreement ►noun Q there was some dis- 
agreement over possible solutions dissent, dispute, 
difference of opinion, variance, controversy, 
disaccord, discord, contention, division 0a 
heated disagreement argument, debate, quarrel, 
wrangle, squabble, falling-out, altercation, dis- 
pute. disputation, war of words, contretemps. 
informal tiff, set-to, spat, ding-dong. Brit informal 
row, barney, Scottish informal rammy Qthe dis- 
agreement between the results of the two assessments 
difference, dissimilarity, variation, variance, 
discrepancy, disparity, divergence, deviation, 
nonconformity, incompatibility, contradu non, 
conflict, clash, contrast, formal dissimilitude 
disallow ► verb reject, refuse, dismiss, say no 
to. ban, bar, block, debar, forbid, prohibit, can- 
cel, invalidate, overrule, quash, overturn, coun- 
termand. reverse, throw out, set aside, informal 
give the thumbs down to 
disappear ► verb Qby 4 o'clock the mist had dis- 
appeared vanish, pass from sight, be lost to 
view/sight, recede from view, fade (away), melt 
away, clear, dissolve, disperse, evaporate, de- 
matenalize, poetic /literary evanesce ©this way of 
life has disappeared die out, die, cease to exist, 
come to an end. end, pass away, pass into ob- 
livion, perish, vanish 
-opposites materialize 

disappoint ► verb Of™ sorry to have disap- 
pointed you let down, fail, dissatisfy, dash 
someone’s hopes, upset, dismay, sadden, disen- 
chant, disillusion, shatter someone’s illusions, 
disabuse 0his hopes were disappointed thwart. 
frustrate, foil, dash, put a/the damper on, infor- 
mal throw cold water on 
-opposites fulfil. 

disappointed ► adjective upset, saddened, let 
down, cast down, disheartened, downhearted, 
downcast, depressed, dispirited, discouraged, 
despondent, dismayed, crestfallen, distressed, 
chagrined, disenchanted, disillusioned, dis- 
pleased, discontented, dissatisfied, frustrated, 
disgruntled, informal choked, miffed, cut up, Bnt 
informal gutted, as sick as a parrot 
-opposites pleased. 

disappointing ►adjactiva regrettable, un- 
fortunate, sony, discouraging, disheartening, 
dispiriting, depressing, dismaying, upsetting, 
saddening, dissatisfactory, unsatisfactorv; infor- 
mal not all it’s cracked up to be 
disappointment ►noun Qshe tried to hide 
her disappointment, sadness, regret, dismay, sor- 
row, dispiritedness, despondency, distress, 
chagrrn, disenchantment, disillusionment; dis- 
pleasure, dissatisfaction, disgnmtlement Qthe 
trip was a bit of a disappointment let-down, non- 
event, anticlimax, Bnt. damp squib, informal 
washout, lead balloon. 


-opposites satisfaction 
disapprobation ► noun. See disapproval 

disapproval ► noun disapprobation, objec- 
tion, dislike, dissatisfaction, disfavour, displeas- 
ure. distaste, exception, criticism, censure, con- 
demnation, denunciation, deprecation, informal 
the thumbs down 

disapprove ►verb Qhe disapproved of gam- 
blers' object to, have a poor opinion of, look 
down one’s nose at, take exception to, dislike, 
take a dim view of, look askance at. frown on. 
be against, not believe in, deplore, criticize, 
censure, condemn, denounce, decry, deprecate 
Qthe board disapproved the plan reject, veto, 
refuse, turn down, disallow, throw out, dis- 
miss, rule against, informal give the thumbs 
down to 

disapproving ► adjective reproachful, re 
proving, critical, censonous, condemnatory, 
disparaging, demgratory, deprecatory, un- 
favourable, dissatisfied, displeased, hostile 

disarm ► verb Q the UN must disarm the country 
demilitarize, demobilize 0the militia refused to 
disarm lay down ones arms, demilitarize. 
poetic/ literary turn swords into ploughshares 
Q police disarmed the bomb defuse, disable, de- 
activate, put out of action, make harmless 
Qthe warmth in his voice disarmed her win over, 
charm, persuade, thaw, mollify, appease, pla- 
cate. pacify, conciliate, propitiate 

disarmament ►noun demilitarization, de- 
mobilization. decommissioning, arms reduc- 
tion, arms limitation, arms control, the zero 
option 

disarming ► adjective winning, charming, irre- 
sistible. persuasive, beguiling, conciliatory, 
mollifying 

disarrange ► verb disorder, throw into 
disarray/disorder, put out of place, disorganize, 
disturb, displace, mess up, make untidy, make 
a mess of. jumble, mix up, muddle, turn 
upside-down, scatter, dishevel, tousle, rumple, 
informal turn topsy-turvy, make a shambles of, N 
Amer mfomnal muss up 

disarray ► noun the room was in disarray dis 
order, confusion, chaos, untidiness, disorgan- 
ization. dishevelment, mess, muddle, clutter, 
jumble, tangle, hotchpotch, shambles 
-opposites tidiness 

► verb her clothes were disarrayed See disarrange 

disassemble ►verb dismantle, take apart, 
take to pieces,, take to bits, deconstruct, break 
up, strip down 

disaster ►noun Qa railway disaster catas 
trophe. calamity, cataclysm, tragedy, act of 
God, holocaust, accident. 0 a string of personal 
disasters misfortune, mishap, misadventure, 
mischance, setback, reversal, stroke of bad 
luck, blow. 0 {informal) the film was a disaster 
failure, fiasco, catastrophe, debacle, informal 
flop, dud, washout, dead loss 
-opposites success 

disastrous ►adjective catastrophic, calami- 
tous, cataclysmic, tragic, devastating, ruinous, 
harmful, dire, temble, awful, shocking, appall- 
ing. dreadful, black, dark, unfortunate, un- 
lucky, ill-fated, ill-starred, inauspicious, formal 
grievous. 
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disavow ► verb deny, disclaim, disown, wash 
one’s hands of, repudiate, reject, renounce 
disavowal ► noun denial, rejection, repudi- 
ation, renunciation, disclaimer 
disband ► verb break up, disperse, demobilize, 
dissolve, scatter, separate, go separate ways, 
part company 
-opposites assemble 

disbelief ► noun ©she stared at him in disbelief 
incredulity, incredulousness, scepticism, 
doubt, doubtfulness, dubiousness, cynicism, 
suspicion, distrust, mistrust, formal dubiety 
©I'll bum in hell for disbelief atheism, unbelief, 
godlessness, lrreligion, agnosticism, nihilism 
disbelieve ► verb NOT believe, give no cre- 
dence to, discredit, discount, doubt, distrust, 
mistrust, be incredulous, be unconvinced, re- 
ject, repudiate, question, challenge, informal take 
with a pinch of salt 

disbeliever ► noun unbeliever, non-believei, 
atheist, irreligionist, nihilist, sceptic, doubter, 
agnostic, doubting Thomas, cynic, rare nullifid- 
lan 

disbelieving * adjective incredulous, doubt- 
ful, dubious, unconvinced, distrustful, mistrust- 
ful, suspicious, cynical, sceptical 
disburden ► verb relieve, free, liberate, un- 
burden. disencumber, discharge, excuse, ab- 
solve 

disburse ►verb pay out, spend, expend, dole 
out, dish out, hand out, part with, donate, 
give, informal fork out, shell out, lay out. Bnt in- 
formal stump up, N Amer informal ante up. pony 
up 

disc, disk ► noun Qthe sun was a huge scarlet 
disc circle, round, saucer, discus, ring 0 com- 
puter disks diskette, floppy disk, floppy, haul 
disk, CD-ROM 0 (dated) an old T-Rex disc rec 
ord, gramophone record, album, LP. vinyl 
discard ►verb dispose of, throw away/out, 
get nd of. toss out, jettison, scrap, dispense 
with, cast aside/off, throw on the snap heap, 
reject, repudiate, abandon, drop, have done 
with, shed, informal chuck (away/out), dump, 
ditch, bin, junk, get shut of, Bnt informal get 
shot of, N Amer informal trash 
-opposites keep 

discern ►verb perceive, make out, pick out, 
detect, recognize, notice, observe, see, spot, 
identify, determine, distinguish, poetic/ literary 
descry, espy 

discernible ► adjective visible, detectable, no- 
ticeable, perceptible, observable, distinguish- 
able, recognizable, identifiable, apparent, evi- 
dent, distinct, appreciable, clear, obvious, 
manifest, conspicuous 

discerning ► adjective discriminating, judi- 
cious, shrewd, clever, astute, intelligent, sharp, 
selective, sophisticated, tasteful, sensitive, per- 
ceptive, percipient, perspicacious, wise, aware, 
knowing 

discharge ► verb O he was discharged from the 
RAF * dismiss, eject, expel, throw out. give some- 
one notice, make redundant; release, let go, 
Military cashier, informal sack, give someone the 
sack, fire, boot out, give someone the boot, 
turf out, give someone their cards, give some- 
one their marching orders, give someone the 
push Qhe was discharged from prison ■ release, 


free, set free, let go, liberate, let out Qotl is 
routinely discharged from ships send out, release, 
eject, iet out, pour out. void, give off ©the 
swelling will burst and discharge pus emit, exude, 
ooze, leak 0he accidentally discharged a pistol 
fire, shoot, let off, set off, loose off, tngger, ex- 
plode, detonate Qthe ferry was discharging pas- 
sengers unload, offload, put off, remove, archaic 
unlade ©they discharged their duties efficiently 
carry out, perform, execute, conduct, do, ful- 
fil, accomplish, achieve, complete Qthe execu- 
tor must discharge the funeral expenses pay, pay 
off, settle, clear, honour, meet, liquidate, de- 
fray, make good, informal square 
-opposites recruit, imprison, absorb 

► noun ©his discharge from the service dismissal, 
release, removal, ejection, expulsion, conge, 
Military cashiering, informal the sack, the boot 
©her discharge from prison release, liberation 
©a discharge of diesel oil into the nver leak, leak- 
age, emission, release, flow ©a watery dis- 
charge from the eyes emission, secretion, excre- 
tion, seepage, suppuration, pus, matter. Medicine 
exudate Qa single discharge of his gun shot, fir- 
ing, blast, explosion, detonation Qthe discharge 
of their duties carrying out, performance, pei- 
forming, execution, conduct, fulfilment, ac- 
complishment, completion © the discharge of all 
debts payment, repayment, settlement, clear- 
ance. meeting, liquidation, defrayal 

disciple ►noun Qthe disciples of Jesus apostle, 
follower See list at apostle Qa disciple of Rous- 
seau follower, adherent, believer, admirer, 
devotee, acolyte, votary, pupil, student, learn- 
er, upholder, supportei, advocate, proponent, 
apologist 

disciplinarian ►noun martinet, hard task 
master, authoritarian, stickler foi discipline, 
tyrant, despot, N Amer ramrod, informal slave- 
dnvei 

discipline ►noun ©a lack of proper parental 
discipline control, training, teaching, instruc- 
tion, regulation, dnection, order, authority, 
rule, strictness, a firm hand, routine, regimen, 
drill, drilling Qhe was able to maintain discipline 
among his men good behaviour, orderliness, 
control, obedience, self-control, self-discipline, 
self-government, self-restraint ©sociology is a 
fairly new discipline field (of study), branch of 
knowledge, subject, area, speciality, specialty 

► verb ©she had disciplined herself to ignore the pain 
train, drill, teach, school, coach, regiment 
©she learned to discipline her emotions control, 
restrain, regulate, govern, keep m check, 
check, curb, keep a tight rein on. rem in, 
bridle, tame, bang into line ©he was discip- 
lined by the management punish, penalize, bnng 
to book, reprimand, rebuke, reprove, chastise, 
upbraid, informal dress down, give someone a 
dressing-down, rap over the knuckles, give 
someone a roasting, Bnt informal carpet, formal 
castigate 

disclaim ►verb Qthe school disclaimed responsi- 
bility for his death deny, refuse to accept/ 
acknowledge, reject, wash one's hands of. © 
(Law) the earl disclaimed his title renounce, relin- 
quish, resign, give up, abandon 
-opposite s accept 

disclose ►verb ©the information must not be 
disclosed to anyone: reveal, make known, di- 
vulge. tell, impart, communicate, pass on. 
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vouchsafe, release, make public, broadcast, 
publish, report, unveil, leak, betray, let slip, let 
drop, give away, informal let on, blab, spill the 
beans, let the cat out of the bag, Bnt informal 
blow the gaff, archaic discover, unbosom ©ex- 
ploratory surgery disclosed an aneurysm uncover, 
reveal, show, bring to light 
-opposites conceal 

disclosure ► noun ©she was embarrassed by 
this unexpected disclosure revelation, declar- 
ation, announcement, news, report, expose, 
leak ©the disclosure oj official information pub 
lishing, broadcasting, revelation, communica- 
tion, release, uncovering, unveiling, exposuie, 
leakage 

discoloration ► noun stain, mark, patch, 
soiling, streak, spot, blotch, tarnishing, blem- 
ish, flaw, defect, bruise, contusion, birthmark, 
naevus, liver spot, age spot, informal splodge, 
splotch. Medicine ecchymosis 

discolour ► verb stain, mark, soil, duly, 
streak, smear, spot, tarnish, sully, spoil, mar, 
blemish, blacken, char, fade, bleach 

discoloured ► adjective stained, marked, 
spotted, dirty, soiled, tarnished, blackened, 
bleached, faded, yellowed 

discomfit ►verb embarrass, abash, discon- 
cert, nonplus, discompose, discomfort, take 
aback, set someone back on their heels, unset- 
tle, unnerve, put someone off then stroke, ruf- 
fle. confuse, fluster, agitate, disorientate, upset, 
disturb, perturb, distress, chagrin, mortify, mfor- 
mal faze, rattle, N Amei informal discombobulate 

discomfiture ► noun embarrassment, un- 
ease. uneasiness, awkwardness, discomfort, dis- 
composure, abashment, contusion, agitation, 
nervousness, disorientation, perturbation, dis- 
tress, chagnn, mortification, shame, humili- 
ation, N Amer informal discombobulation 

discomfort ► noun O abdominal disarm fort 
pain, aches and pains, soreness, tenderness, ir- 
ritation, stiffness, ache, twinge, pang, throb, 
cramp, Bnt informal gyp ©the discomforts of life at 
sea inconvenience, difficulty, bother, nuisance, 
vexation, drawback, disadvantage, trouble, 
problem, tnal, tribulation, hardship, informal 
hassle ©Ruth flushed and Thomas noticed her dis- 
comfort embarrassment, discomfiture, unease, 
uneasiness, awkwardness, discomposure, con- 
fusion, nervousness, flusteredness, perturb- 
ation, distress, anxiety, chagnn, mortification, 
shame, humiliation. 

► verb his purpose was to discomfort the Prime Minis- 
ter See discomfit 

discomposure ►noun agitation, discomfit- 
ure, discomfort, uneasiness, unease, confusion, 
disonentation, perturbation, distress, nervous- 
ness. anxiety, worry, consternation, disquiet, 
disquietude, embarrassment, abashment, chag- 
rin, loss of face; N Amer informal discombobula- 
tion 

disconcert ► verb unsettle, nonplus, dis- 
comfit, throw/catch off balance, take aback, 
rattle, set someone back on their heels, un- 
nerve, disorient, perturb, disturb, perplex, con- 
fuse, bewilder, baffle, fluster, ruffle, shake, 
upset, agitate, worry, dismay, discountenance, 
surprise, take by surprise, startle, put someone 
off (their stroke/stnde), distract; informal throw, 
faze, N Amer informal discombobulate. 


disconcerting ►adjective unsettling, un- 
nerving, discomfiting, disturbing, perturbing, 
troubling, upsetting, worrying, alarming, dis- 
tracting, off-putting, confusing. bewildering, 
perplexing 

disconnect ►verb Qthe trucks were disconnect- 
ed from the train detach, disengage, uncouple, 
decouple, unhook, unhitch, undo, unfasten, 
unyoke ©she felt as if she had been disconnected 
from the real world separate, cut off, divorce, 
sever, isolate, divide, part, disengage, dissoci- 
ate, remove © an engineer disconnected the appli- 
ance deactivate, shut off, turn off, switch off, 
unplug 

-opposites attach 

disconnected ►adjective ©a world that 
seemed disconnected from reality detached, separ- 
ate, separated, divorced, cut oft, isolated, disso- 
ciated. disengaged, apart ©a disconnected narra- 
tive disjointed, incoherent, garbled, confused, 
jumbled, mixed up. rambling, wandering, dis- 
organized. uncoordinated, ill-thought-out 

disconsolate ► adjective sad, unhappy, dole- 
ful, woebegone, dejected, downcast, down- 
hearted, despondent, dispirited, crestfallen, 
cast down, depressed, down, disappointed, dis- 
heartened, discouraged, demoralized, low- 
spinted, forlorn, in the doldrums, melancholy, 
miserable, long-faced, glum, gloomy, informal 
blue, choked, down in the mouth, down m the 
dumps, fed up. poetic/ literary dolorous 
-opposites cheerful 

discontent ►noun dissatisfaction, disaffec- 
tion. discontentment, discontentedness, dis- 
gruntlement, grievances, unhappiness, dis- 
pleasure, bad feelings, resentment, envy, rest- 
lessness. unrest, uneasiness, unease, frustra- 
tion. irritation, annoyance, informal a chip on 
one’s shoulder 
-opposites satisfaction 

discontented ► adjective dissatisfied, dis- 
gruntled, disaffected, discontent, malcontent, 
unhappy, aggrieved, displeased, resentful, envi- 
ous. restless, frustrated, irritated, annoyed, infor- 
mal fed up, fed up to the (back) teeth, browned 
off, hacked off, Bnt informal cheesed off, brassed 
off, N Amer informal teed off, ticked off 
-opposites satisfied 

discontinue ► verb stop, end, terminate, put 
an end to, put a stop to, wind up. finish, call a 
halt to, cancel, drop, abandon, dispense with, 
do away with, get nd of. axe, abolish, suspend, 
interrupt, break off, withdraw, informal cut, pull 
the plug on, sciap, knock something on the 
head * 

discontinuity ► noun disconnectedness, dis- 
connection, break, disruption, interruption, 
disjointedness 

discontinuous ► adjective intermittent, spor- 
adic, broken, fitful, interrupted, on and off. dis- 
rupted, erratic, disconnected 
discord ► noun ©stress resulting from family dis- 
cord strife, conflict, friction, hostility, antag 
onism, antipathy, enmity, bad feeling, ill feel- 
ing, bad blood, argument, quarrelling, squab- 
bling, bickering, wrangling, feuding, conten- 
tion, disagreement, dissension, dispute, differ- 
ence of opinion, disunity, division, opposition 
© the music faded in discord: dissonance, discord- 
ance, disharmony, cacophony, jangling 
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-opposites accord, harmony 
discordant ► adjective ©the messages from 
Washington and London were discordant differ 
ent, m disagreement, at variance, at odds, di- 
vergent. discrepant, contradictory, contrary, in 
conflict, conflicting, opposite, opposed, oppos- 
ing. clashing, incompatible, inconsistent, irre- 
concilable Q discordant sounds inharmonious, 
tuneless, off-key. dissonant, harsh, jamng, 
grating, jangling, jangly, strident, shnll, 
screeching, screechy, cacophonous, sharp, flat 
-opposites harmonious 

discount ► noun students get a 10 per cent dis- 
count reduction, deduction, markdown, price 
cut. cut, concession, rebate 
► verb ©I'd heard rumours, hut discounted them dis 
regard, pay no attention to, take no notice of. 
take no account of. dismiss, ignore, overlook, 
disbelieve, reject, informal take with a pinch of 
salt, pooh-pooh Qthe RR1 J is discounted in many 
stores reduce, mark down, cut, lower, informal 
knock down © top Paris hotels discounted 20 per 
cent off published room rates deduct, take off. re- 
bate. informal knock off. slash 
-opposites believe, increase 
discountenance ►verb Qshe was not dis- 
countenanced by the accusatum disconcert, dis- 
comfit, unsettle, nonplus, throw/catch off bal- 
ance, take aback, unnerve, disorient, perturb, 
disturb, perplex, fluster, ruffle, shake, upset, 
agitate, worry, dismay, discompose, abash, infor- 
mal throw, faze, rattle. N Amer informal discorn- 
bobulate. Q a family environment in which alcohol 
consumption is discountenanced disapprove of, 
frown on. take a dim view of. object to 
discourage ►verb Owe want to discourage 
children from smoking deter, dissuade, disin- 
cline. put off, talk out of, advise against, urge 
against ©she was discouraged by his hostile tone 
dishearten, dispirit, demoralize, cast down, de- 
press, disappoint, dash someone’s hopes, put 
off. unnerve, daunt, intimidate, cow, crush 
©he sought to discourage further conversation pre 
vent, stop, put a stop to, avert, fend off, stave 
off. ward off. inhibit, hinder, check, curb, put a 
damper on, throw cold water on 
-opposites encourage 

discouraged ► adjective disheartened, dispir- 
ited, demoralized, deflated, disappointed, let 
down, disconsolate, despondent, dejected, cast 
down, downcast, depiessed, crestfallen, dis- 
mayed, low-spinted, gloomy, glum, pessimistic, 
unenthusiastic, put off, daunted, intimidated, 
cowed, crushed, informal down in the mouth, 
down in the dumps, fed up, unenthused, archaic 
chap-fallen 

discouraging ►adjective depressing, demor- 
alizing. disheartening, dispiriting, disappoint- 
ing. gloomy, off-putting, unfavourable, un- 
promising, inauspicious 
-opposites encouraging 

discourso ►noun ©they prolonged their dis- 
course outside the door discussion, conversation, 
talk, dialogue, conference, debate, consult- 
ation; parley, powwow, chat, informal confab; for- 
ma! confabulation, colloquy, archaic converse 
©a discourse on critical theory * essay, treatise, 
dissertation, paper, study, critique, monograph, 
disquisition, tract; lecture, address, speech, ora- 
tion; sermon, homily 

► verb ©he discoursed at length on his favourite topic 


hold forth, expatiate, pontificate, talk, give a 
talk, give a speech, lecture, sermonize, preach. 
informal spout, sound off, formal perorate ©Ed- 
ward was discoursing with his friends converse, 
talk, speak, debate, confer, consult, parley, 
chat, formal confabulate 

discourteous ►adjective rude, impolite, ill- 
mannered, bad-mannered, disrespectful, un- 
civil, unmannerly, unchivalrous, ungentleman- 
ly, unladylike, ill-bred, churlish, boorish, crass, 
ungracious, graceless, uncouth, insolent, impu- 
dent, cheeky, audacious, presumptuous, curt, 
brusque, blunt, offhand, unceremonious, short, 
sharp, informal ignorant, archaic malapert 
- opposites polite 

discourtesy ►noun rudeness, impoliteness, 
ill manners, bad manners, incivility, disrespect, 
ungraciousness, churlishness, boonshness, ill 
breeding, uncouthness, crassness, insolence, 
impudence, impertinence, curtness, brusque- 
ness, abruptness 

discover ►verb Q firemen discovered a body in 
the debris find, locate, come across/upon, stum- 
ble on, chance on, light on. bnng to light, un- 
covei, unearth, turn up, track down, run to 
earth, run to ground © eventually, 1 discovered 
the truth find out. learn, realize, recognize, see, 
ascertain, work out, fathom out. dig up/out, 
ferret out, root out. informal figure out, tumble 
to. Bnt informal twig, rumble, suss out, N Amer in- 
formal dope out ©scientists discovered a new wav 
of dating fossil crustaceans hit on, come up with, 
invent, originate, devise, design, contrive, con- 
ceive of, pioneer, develop 

discoverer ►noun originator, inventor, ere 
ator, deviser, designer, pioneer See lists at ex 
plorer, inventor 

discovery ►noun Qthe discovery of the body 
finding, location, uncovering, unearthing ©the 
discovery that she was pregnant realization, rec- 
ognition, revelation, disclosure ©the discovery 
oj new drugs invention, origination, devising, 
pioneering Q he failed to take out a patent on hts 
discoveries find, finding, invention, break- 
through, innovation 

discredit ► verb ©an attempt to discredit him 
and his company bring into disrepute, disgrace, 
dishonour, damage the reputation of, blacken 
the name of, put/show in a bad light, reflect 
badly on, compromise, stigmatize, smear, tar- 
nish, taint, N Amer slur ©that theory has been 
discredited disprove, invalidate, explode, drive 
a coach and horses through, refute, informal de- 
bunk, shoot full of holes, blow sky-high, formal 
confute 

► noun ©crimes which brought discredit on the ad- 
ministration. dishonour, disrepute, disgrace, 
shame, humiliation, ignominy, infamy, notori- 
ety, censure, blame, reproach, opprobnum, 
stigma; dated disesteem ©the ships were a dis- 
credit to the country disgrace, source of shame, 
reproach, blot on the escutcheon 
-opposites honour, gloiy 

discreditable ► adjective dishonourable, 
reprehensible, shameful, deplorable, disgrace- 
ful, disreputable, blameworthy, ignoble, 
shabby, objectionable, regrettable, unaccept- 
able, unworthy 
-opposites praiseworthy 
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discreet ► adjective Q discreet enquiries 1 care 
ful, circumspect, cautious, wary, chary, guard- 
ed, tactful, diplomatic, prudent, judicious, stra- 
tegic, politic, delicate, sensitive, kid-glove, mfor' 
mal softly-softly 0 discreet lighting unobtrusive, 
inconspicuous, subtle, low-key, understated, 
subdued, muted, soft, restrained 

discrepancy ► noun difference, disparity, 
variance, vanation, deviation, divergence, dis- 
agreement, inconsistency, dissimilarity, mis- 
match, discordance, incompatibility, conflict, 
formal dissimilitude 
-opposites correspondence 
discrete ► adjective separate, distinct, individ- 
ual, detached, unattached, disconnected, dis- 
continuous, disjunct, disjoined 
-opposites connected 

discretion ►noun Ovou can rely on his discre- 
tion circumspection, caiefulness, caution, 
wariness, chariness, guardedness, tact, tactful- 
ness, diplomacy, delicacy, sensitivity, prudence, 
judiciousness 0 honorary fellowships awarded at 
the discretion of the council choice, option, pref- 
erence. disposition, volition, pleasure, liking, 
wish, will, inclination, desire 
discretionary ► adjective optional, volun- 
tary, at one’s discretion, elective, Law permis- 
sive 

-opposites compulsoiy 

discriminate ►verb Qhe lannot discriminate 
between fact and opinion differentiate, distin- 
guish, draw a distinction, tell the difference, 
tell apart, separate, separate the sheep from 
the goats, separate the wheal from the chaff 
0 existing employment policies discriminate against 
women be biased, be prejudiced, neat different- 
ly. treat unfairly, put at a disadvantage, dis- 
favour, victimize 

discriminating ►adjective discerning, per 
ceptive, astute, shrewd, judicious, perspica- 
cious, insightful, keen, selective, fastidious, 
tasteful, refined, sensitive, cultivated, cultured, 
artistic, aesthetic 
-opposites indiscriminate 

discrimination ►noun Of anal discrimination 
prejudice, bias, bigotry, intolerance, narrow- 
mindedness, unfairness, inequity, favountism, 
one-sidedness, partisanship, sexism, chauvin- 
ism, racism, racialism, anti-Semitism, hetero- 
sexism, ageism, classism, positive discrimin- 
ation, ( in S Afnca, historical) apartheid 0 a man 
with no discrimination discernment, judgement, 
perception, perceptiveness, perspicacity, acu- 
men, astuteness, shrewdness, judiciousness, in- 
sight, selectivity, (good) taste, fastidiousness, 
refinement, sensitivity, cultivation, culture 
-opposites impartiality 

discriminatory ► adjective prejudicial, 
biased, prejudiced, preferential, unfair, unjust, 
invidious, inequitable, weighted, one-sided, 
partisan, sexist, chauvinistic, chauvinist, racist, 
racialist, anti-Semitic, ageist, classist 
-opposites impartial 

discursive ►adjective Qdull, discursive prose 
rambling, digressive, meandering, wandering, 
maundering, diffuse, long, lengthy, wordy, ver- 
bose, long-winded, prolix, circuitous, round- 
about, circumlocutory; Brit, informal waffly 0an 
elegant discursive style fluent, flowing, fluid, elo- 
quent, expansive. 


-opposites concise, terse 

diSCUSS ►verb Of discussed the matter with my 
m/e talk over, talk about, talk through, con- 
verse about, debate, confer about, deliberate 
about, chew over, consider, weigh up, consider 
the pros and cons of, thrash out, informal kick 
around/about, bat around/about 0 chapter 
three discusses this topic m detail examine, ex- 
plore. study, analyse, go into, deal with, treat, 
consider, concern itself with, tackle 

discussion ►noun Qa long discussion with her 
husband conversation, talk, dialogue, dis- 
course. conference, debate, exchange of views, 
consultation, deliberation, powwow, chat, tete- 
a-tete, heart-to-heart, negotiations, parley, infor- 
mal confab, chit-chat, rap, N Amer informal skull 
session, bull session, formal confabulation, collo- 
quy, archaic converse Qthe book’s candid discus- 
sion of sexual matters examination, exploration, 
analysis, study, treatment, consideration 

disdain ► noun she looked at him with disdain 
contempt, scorn, scomfulness, contemptuous- 
ness, derision, disrespect, disparagement, con- 
descension, superciliousness, hauteur, haughti- 
ness. arrogance, snobbishness, indifference, 
dismissiveness, distaste, dislike, disgust, archaic 
despite 

-oppositfs respect 

► verb Q she disdained such vulgar exhibitionism 
scorn, deride, pour scorn on, regard with con- 
tempt, sneer at, sniff at. curl one’s lip at. look 
down one’s nose at. look down on, despise, in- 
formal turn up one’s nose at, pooh-pooh, archaic 
contemn Qshe disdained his invitation spurn, 
reject, refuse, rebuff, disregard, ignore, snub, 
decline, turn down, brush aside 

disdainful ► adjective contemptuous, scornful, 
derisive, sneering, withering, slighting, dispara- 
ging, disrespectful, condescending, patronizing, 
supercilious, haughty, superior, arrogant, 
proud, snobbish, lordly, aloof, indifferent, dis- 
missive, informal high and mighty, hoity-toity, 
sniffy, snotty, archaic contumelious 
-opposites respectful 

disease ► noun illness, sickness, ill health, in- 
fection, ailment, malady, disorder, complaint, 
affliction, condition, indisposition, upset, prob- 
lem, trouble, infirmity, disability, defect, ab- 
normality, pestilence, plague, cancer, canker, 
blight, informal bug, virus, Brit informal lurgy, dated 
contagion See lists at illness 
-RELATED TERMS pathological 

diseased ►adjective unhealthy, ill, sick, un- 
well, ailing, sickly, unsound, infected, septic, 
contaminated, blighted, rotten, bad, abnormal 

disembark ►verb GET off, step off. leave, 
alight, pile out, go ashore, debark, detrain, 
land, arrive; N Amer deplane 

disembodied ►adjective bodiless, incorpor- 
eal, discamate, spiritual, intangible, insubstan- 
tial, impalpable; ghostly, spectral, phantom, 
wraithlike 

disembowel ►verb gut, draw, remove the 
guts from, formal eviscerate 

disenchanted ►adjective disillusioned, dis- 
appointed. disabused, let down, dissatisfied, 
discontented, cynical, soured, jaundiced, sick, 
out of love, indifferent, informal fed up 
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disenchantment ► noun disillusionment. 
disappointment, dissatisfaction, discontent, 
discontentedness, rude awakening, cynicism 

disengage ► verb O j disengaged his hand from 
mine remove, detach, disentangle, extricate, 
separate, release, free, loosen, loose, discon- 
nect, unfasten, unclasp, uncouple, undo, un- 
hook. unhitch, untie, unyoke, disentwme 
0 American forces disengaged from the country 
withdraw, leave, pull out of, quit, retreat from 
-opposites attach, enter 

disentangle ^verb Q Allen was disentangling a 
coil of rope untangle, unravel, untwist, unwind, 
undo, untie, straighten out, smooth out, comb, 
card 0he disentangled his fingers from her hair 
extricate, extract, free, remove, disengage, un 
twine, disentwme, release, loosen, detach, un- 
fasten. unclasp, disconnect 

disfavour ► noun disapproval, disapproba 
tion, dislike, displeasure, distaste, dissatisfac- 
tion, low opinion, dated disesteem, archaic disrel- 
ish 

disfigure ►verb mar, spoil, deface, seal, blem- 
ish, uglify, damage, injure, impair, blight, mu- 
tilate, deform, maim, ruin, vandalize 
-opposites adorn 

disfigurement ►noun Qthe disfigurement of 
Victorian buildings defacement, spoiling, scar- 
ring, uglification, mutilation, damage, vandaliz- 
ing. nun 0 a permanent facial disfigurement 
blemish, flaw, defect, imperfection, discolor 
ation, blotch, scar, pockmark, deformity, mal- 
formation. abnormality, injury, wound 

disgorge ►verb Q the combine disgorged a 
stream of grain pour out, discharge, eject, 
throw out, emit, expel, spit out, spew out, 
belch forth, spout, vomit, regurgitate 0thev 
were made to disgorge all the profits surrender, 
relinquish, hand over, give up. turn over, yield 

disgrace ►noun Qhe brought disgrace on the 
family dishonour, shame, discredit, ignominy, 
degradation, disrepute, ill-repute, infamy, scan- 
dal. stigma, opprobrium, obloquy, condemna- 
tion, vilification, contempt, disrespect, humili- 
ation, embarrassment, loss of face. Austral 
strife, dated disesteem Qthe unemployment fig- 
ures are a disgrace scandal, outrage, discredit, 
reproach, affront, insult, stam, blemish, blot, 
blot on the escutcheon, black mark, informal 
crime, sm 
-opposites honour 

► verb Qyou have disgraced the family name bring 
shame on, shame, dishonour, discredit, bnng 
into disrepute, degrade, debase, defame, stig- 
matize, taint, sully, tarnish, besmirch, stam, 
blacken, drag through the mud/mire Qhe was 
publicly disgraced discredit, dishonour, stigma- 
tize, humiliate, cause to lose face, chasten, 
humble, demean, put someone in their place, 
take down a peg or two, cut down to size. 
-opposites honour 

■ In disgrace out of favour, unpopular, in 
bad odour, under a cloud, disgraced; informal in 
someone’s bad/biack books, in the doghouse. 
NZ informal in the dogbox 

disgraceful ► adjoctlve shameful, shocking, 
scandalous, deplorable, despicable, contempt- 
ible, beyond contempt, beyond the pale, dis- 
honourable, discreditable, reprehensible, base, 
mean, low, blameworthy, unworthy, ignoble, 


shabby, inglorious, outrageous, abominable, 
atrocious, appalling, dreadful, temble, disgust- 
ing, shameless, vile, odious, monstrous, hein- 
ous, iniquitous, unspeakable, loathsome, sor- 
did, nefarious, archaic scurvy 
-oppositfs admirable 

disgruntled ►adjective dissatisfied, discon- 
tented, aggrieved, resentful, displeased, un- 
happy, disappointed, disaffected, angry, irate, 
annoyed, cross, exasperated, indignant, vexed, 
irritated, piqued, irked, put out, informal peeved, 
miffed, fed up, aggravated, hacked off, 
browned off. nled, peed off. hot under the col- 
lar, in a huff. Bnt informal cheesed off, shirty, 
narked, N Amer informal sore, teed oft', ticked off 

disguise ►verb his controlled voice disguised his 
true jeelmgs camouflage, conceal, hide, cover 
up, dissemble, mask, screen, shroud, veil, 
cloak, paper over, gloss over, put up a smoke- 
screen 

-opposn es expose 

■ disguise oneself as dress up as, pietend to 
be. pass oneself of as, impel sonate, pose as, for- 
mal personate 

disguised ►adjective in disguise, camouflaged 
incognito, under cover 

disgust ►noun a look of disgust revulsion, re- 
pugnance, aversion, distaste, nausea, abhor- 
rence, loathing, detestation, odium, horror, 
contempt, outrage, archaic disrelish 
-opposites delight 

► verb Qthe hospital food disgusted me revolt. 
repel, repulse, sicken, nauseate, turn some- 
one’s stomach, make someone’s gorge rise, in- 
formal turn oft, N Amer informal gross out 
0 Toby’s behaviour disgusted her outrage, shock, 
homfy. appal, scandalize, offend 

disgusting ► adjective Qthe food was disgusting 
revolting, repellent, repulsive, sickening, nau- 
seating. stomach-churning, stomach-turning, 
off-putting, unpalatable, distasteful, foul, nasty, 
N Amer vomitous, informal yucky, lcky, gross, 
sick-making QI find racism disgusting abhor 
rent, loathsome, offensive, appalling, outra- 
geous. objectionable, shocking, horrifying, 
scandalous, monstrous, unspeakable, shameful, 
vile, odious, obnoxious, detestable, hateful, 
sickening, contemptible, despicable, deplor- 
able, abominable, beyond the pale, informal 
gross, ghastly, sick 
— opposii es delicious, appealing 

dish ► noun Qa china dish bowl, plate, platter, 
salver, paten, container, receptacle, histoncal 
porringer, archaic trencher, charger 0 vegetarian 
dishes recipe, meal, course, (dishes) food, fare 
0 (informal) she's quite a dish See beauty sense 2 

■ dish something out distribute, dispense, 
issue, hand out/round, give out, pass out/ 
round, deal out, dole out, share out, allocate, 
allot, apportion 

■ dish something up serve (up), spoon out, 
ladle out, scoop out. 

disharmony ►noun discord, friction, strife, 
conflict, hostility, acrimony, bad blood, bad 
feeling, enmity, dissension, disagreement, feud- 
ing, quarrelling, disunity, division, divisiveness 

dishearten ►verb discourage, dispirit, de- 
moralize, cast down, depress, disappoint, dis- 
may, dash someone’s hopes; put off, deter, un- 
nerve, daunt, intimidate, cow, crush. 
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-opposites encourage 

disheartened ► adjective discouraged, dis- 
pmted, demoralized, deflated, disappointed, let 
down, disconsolate, despondent, dejected, cast 
down, downcast, depressed, crestfallen, dis- 
mayed, low-spirited, gloomy, glum, pessimistic, 
unenthusiastic, daunted, intimidated, cowed, 
crushed, informal down in the mouth, down in 
the dumps, fed up, unenthused, archaic chap- 
fallen 

dishevelled ►adjective untidy, unkempt, 
scruffy, messy, in a mess, disordered, disar- 
ranged. rumpled, bediaggled, uncombed, tou- 
sled, tangled, tangly, knotted, knotty, shaggy, 
straggly, windswept, wind-blown, wild, sloven 
ly. slatternly, blows v. fiowzy, informal ratty, N 
Amor informal mussed (up), archaic draggle-tailed 
-opposites tidy 

dishonest ►adjective fraudulent, corrupt, 
swindling, cheating, double-dealing, under- 
hand. crafty, cunning, devious, treacherous, 
unfan, unjust, dirty, unethical, immoral, dis 
honourable, untrustworthy, unscrupulous, un- 
pnncipled. amoral, criminal, illegal, unlawful, 
false, untruthful, deceitful, deceiving, lying, 
mendacious, informal crooked, shady, lucky, 
sharp, shifty. Brit informal bent, dodgy. Austral INZ 
informal shonky, poetic/ literary perfidious 

dishonesty ► noun fraud, fraudulence. sharp 
practice, conniption, cheating, chicanery, 
double-dealing, deceit, deception, duplicity, 
lying, falseness, falsity, falsehood, untruthful* 
ness, craft, cunning, trickery, aitihce, under- 
handedness. subterfuge, skulduggery, tieach- 
ery, untnistworthiness. unscrupulousness. 
cnminality, misconduct, mfomial ciookedness, 
dirty tricks shenanigans, Bnt informal jiggery- 
pokery, poetic; literary perfidy 
-opposites probity 

dishonour ► noun the incident brought dishonour 
upon the police profession disgrace, shame, dis- 
uedit, humiliation, degradation, ignominy, 
scandal, infamy, disrepute, ill repute, loss of 
face, disfavour, ill favoui, debasement, oppro- 
brium, obloquy, stigma, dated disesteem 
► verb his family name has been dishonoured dis 
grace, shame, discredit, bring into disiepute, 
humiliate, degrade, debase, lowei, cheapen, 
drag down, drag through the mud, blacken the 
name of, give a bad name to. sully, stain, taint, 
besmirch, smear, mar, blot, stigmatize 

dishonourable ► adjective disgraceful, 
shameful, disreputable, discreditable, degrad- 
ing. ignominious, ignoble, blameworthy, con- 
temptible, despicable, reprehensible, shabby, 
shoddy, sordid, sorry, base, low, improper, un- 
seemly, unworthy, unprincipled, unscrupulous, 
corrupt, untrustworthy, treacherous, traitor- 
ous, informal shady, dirty, poetic /literary perfidious, 
archaic scurvy 

disillusion ► verb disabuse, enlighten, set 
straight, open someone’s eyes, disenchant, 
shatter someone’s illusions, disappoint, make 
sadder and wiser 
-opposites deceive 

disillusioned ►adjective disenchanted, dis- 
abused, disappointed, let down, discouraged, 
cynical, sour, negative, world-weaiy 
disincentive ►noun deterrent, discourage- 
ment, damper, brake, curb, check, restraint, in- 


hibitor, obstacle, impediment, hindrance, ob- 
struction, block, bamer 

disinclination ►noun reluctance, unwill- 
ingness, lack of enthusiasm, indisposition, 
hesitancy, aversion, dislike, distaste, objection, 
demur, resistance, opposition, archaic disrelish 
-opposites enthusiasm 

disinclined ► adjective reluctant, unwilling, 
unenthusiastic, unprepared, indisposed, lll- 
disposed, not m the mood, hesitant, loath, 
averse, antipathetic, resistant, opposed 
-opposites willing 

disinfect ► verb sterilize, sanitize, clean, 
cleanse, purify, decontaminate, fumigate 
-opposites contaminate 

disinfectant ►noun antiseptic, bactericide, 
germicide, stcnlizei, cleanser, decontaminant, 
fumigant 

disingenuous ► adjective insincere, dishon- 
est. untruthful, false, deceitful, duplicitous, 
lying, mendacious, hypocritical, archaic hollow- 
hearted 

disinherit ► verb cut someone out of one s 
will, cut oft, dispossess, disown, repudiate, re- 
ject, cast off/aside, wash one’s hands of. have 
nothing more to do with, turn one’s back on, 
informal c ut otf without a penny 

disintegrate ►verb break up. break apait, 
fall apart, fall to pieces, fragment, fracture, 
shatter, splinter, explode, blow up. blow apart, 
fly apart, crumble, deteriorate, decay, decom- 
pose, rot, moulder, perish, dissolve, collapse, 
go to rack and ruin, degenerate, informal bust, 
be smashed to smithereens 
disinter ►verb exhume, unearth, dig up, disen- 
tomb 

disinterest ►noun Q scholarly disinterest im 
partiality, neutrality, objectivity, detachment, 
disinterestedness, lack of bias, lack of preju- 
dice. open-mindedness, fairness, fair-minded- 
ness. equity, balance, even-handedness ©he 
looked at us hi th complete disinterest indiffer 
ence, lack of interest, unconcern, impassivity, 
boiedom. apathy 
—opposites bias 

disinterested ►adjective Q disinterested ad- 
vice unbiased, unprejudiced, impartial, neutral, 
non-partisan, detached, uninvolved, objective, 
dispassionate, impersonal, clinical, open- 
minded, fair, just, equitable, balanced, even- 
handed, with no axe to grind, without fear or 
favour ©he looked at her with disinterested eyes 
uninterested, indifferent, incurious, uncon- 
cerned, unmoved, unresponsive, impassive, 
passive, detached, unenthusiastic, lukewarm, 
bored, apathetic, informal couldn't-care-less 

disjointed ► adjective unconnected, discon- 
nected, disunited, discontinuous, fragmented, 
disorganized, disordered, muddled, mixed up, 
jumbled, garbled, incoherent, confused; ram- 
bling, wandering 

dislike ► verb a man she had always disliked find 
distasteful, regard with distaste, be averse to. 
have an aversion to, have no liking/taste for, 
disapprove of, object to, take exception to, 
hate, detest, loathe, abhor, despise, be unable 
to bear/stand, shrink from, shudder at, find re- 
pellent, informal be unable to stomach, formal 
abominate, archaic disrelish 
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► noun she viewed the other woman with dislike dis 
taste, aversion, disfavour, disapproval, disap- 
probation, enmity, animosity, hostility, antip- 
athy, antagonism, hate, hatred, detestation, 
loathing, disgust, repugnance, abhorrence, dis- 
dain, contempt, archaic disrelish 

dislocate ► verb ©she dislocated her hip put 
out of joint, informal put out. Medicine luxate 
© trade was dislocated by a famine disrupt, dis- 
turb, throw into disarray, throw into confu- 
sion, play havoc with, interfere with, disorgan- 
ize. upset, mfomial mess up 

dislodge ► verb © replace any stones you dis- 
lodge displace, knock out of place/position, 
move, shift, knock over, upset Q economic sanc- 
tions failed to dislodge the dictator remove, force 
out, drive out, oust, eject, get nd of, evict, un- 
seat. depose, topple, drum out. informal kick out, 
boot out, Brit informal turf out 

disloyal ► adjective unfaithful, faithless, false, 
false-hearted, untrue, inconstant, untrust- 
worthy, unreliable, undependable, fickle, 
treacherous, traitorous, subversive, seditious, 
unpatriotic, two-faced, double-dealing, double- 
crossing, deceitful, dissident, renegade, adulter- 
ous, informal back-stabbing, two-timing, poetic/ 
literary perfidious, archaic hollow-hearted 

disloyalty ► noun unfaithfulness, infidelity, 
inconstancy, faithlessness, fickleness, unreli- 
ability, untrustworthiness, betrayal, falseness; 
duplicity, double-dealing, treachery, treason, 
subversion, sedition, dissidence, adultery, infor- 
mal back-stabbing, two-timing, poetic/ literary per- 
fidy. perfidiousness 

dismal ► adjective ©a dismal look gloomy, 
glum, melancholy, rqoiose, doleful, woebe- 
gone, forlorn, dejected, depressed, dispirited, 
downcast, despondent, disconsolate, miserable, 
sad, unhappy, sorrowful, desolate, wretched, in- 
formal blue, fed up, down in the dumps/mouth, 
poetic/ literary dolorous ©a dismal hall dingy, 
dim, dark, gloomy, dreaiy. drab. dull, bleak, 
cheerless, depressing, uninviting, unwelcom- 
ing © (informal) a dismal performance See poor ■ 
sense 2 

-opposites cheerful, bright 
dismantle ►verb take apart, take to pieces/ 
bits, pull apart, pull to pieces, disassemble, 
break up. stnp (down), knock down, pull 
down, demolish 
-opposites assemble, build 
dismay ►verb he was dismayed by the change m 
his friend appal, horrify, shock, shake (up), dis- 
concert, take aback, alarm, unnerve, unsettle, 
throw off balance, discompose, disturb, upset, 
distress, informal rattle, faze, knock sideways, Brit 
informal knock for six 
-opposites encourage, please 
► noun they greeted his decision with dismay* alarm, 
shock, surprise, consternation, concern, per- 
turbation. disquiet, discomposure, distress 
-opposites pleasure, relief 
dismember ► verb disjoint, joint, pull apart. 

cut up. chop up, butcher 
dismiss ► verb © the president dismissed five min- 
isters. give someone their notice, get nd of, dis- 
charge; lay off, make redundant; informal sack, 
give someone the sack, fire, boot out, give 
someone the boot/elbow/push, give someone 
their marching orders, show someone the 


door, Bnt informal give someone their cards. Mili- 
tary cashier ©the guards were dismissed send 
away, let go, disband, dissolve, discharge ©he 
dismissed all morbid thoughts banish, set aside, 
disregard, brush off, shrug off. put out of one’s 
mind, reject, deny, repudiate, spurn 
-opposites engage 

dismissal ►noun ©the threat of dismissal 
one s notice, discharge, redundancy, laying off, 
informal the sack, sacking, finng, the push, the 
boot, the axe, the elbow, one’s marching or- 
ders, Bnt informal one’s cards, the chop. Military 
cashienng ©a condescending dismissal rejec 
tion, repudiation, repulse, non-acceptance 
— opposiTFS recruitment 

dismissive ► adjective contemptuous, disdain- 
ful, scornful, sneenng, snide, disparaging, 
negative, informal sniffy 
-opposites adminng 

dismount ►verb ©the cyclist dismounted 
alight, get off/down ©the horse dismounted the 
trooper unseat, dislodge, throw, unhorse 

disobedient ► adjective insubordinate, un- 
ruly. wayward, badly behaved, naughty, delin- 
quent, disruptive, troublesome, rebellious, defi- 
ant. mutinous, recalcitrant, uncooperative, wil- 
ful, intractable, obstreperous, Bnt informal bol 
shie, archaic contumacious 

disobey ► verb defy, go against, flout, contra- 
vene. infringe, transgress, violate, disregard, ig- 
nore. pay no heed to 

disobliging ► adjective unhelpful, uncoopera- 
tive, unaccommodating, unamenable, unrea 
sonable, awkward, difficult, discourteous, un- 
civil, unfriendly 
-opposites helpful 

disorder ►noun Qhe hates disorder untidiness. 
disorderliness. mess, disarray, chaos, confu- 
sion, clutter, jumble, a muddle, a shambles 
©incidents of public disorder unrest, disturb- 
ance, disruption, upheaval, turmoil, mayhem, 
pandemonium, violence, fighting, noting, law- 
lessness, anarchy, breach of the peace, fracas, 
rumpus, melee. Law ; dated affray, informal aggro 
©a blood disorder disease, infection, com- 
plaint, condition, affliction, malady, sickness, 
illness, ailment, infirmity, irregulanty See lists 
at illness 

-opposites tidiness, peace 

disordered ► adjective © her grey hair was dis- 
ordered untidy, unkempt, messy, in a mess, dis- 
organized, chaotic, confused, jumbled, mud- 
dled, N Amer informal mussed (up), Bnt informal 
shambolic ©a disordered digestive system dys- 
functional, disturbed, unsettled, unbalanced, 
upset, poorly 

disorderly ►adjective ©a disorderly desk, un- 
tidy, disorganized, messy, cluttered, in dis- 
array, in a mess, m a jumble, in a muddle, at 
sixes and sevens; informal like a bomb’s hit it, 
higgledy-piggledy; Bnt informal shambolic Qdis- 
orderly behaviour unruly, boisterous, rough, 
rowdy, wild, riotous; disruptive, troublesome, 
undisciplined, lawless, unmanageable, uncon- 
trollable, out of hand, out of control. 

-opposites tidy, peaceful. 

disorganized ►adjective ©a disorganized tool 
box* disorderly, disordered, unorganized, jum- 
bled, muddled, untidy, messy, chaotic, topsy- 
turvy, haphazard; in disorder, in disarray, m a 
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mess, in a muddle, in a shambles, informal 
higgledy-piggledy, Bnt informal shambolic 
© muddled and disorganized unmethodical, un- 
systematic, undisciplined, badly organized, in- 
efficient, haphazard, careless, sloppy, slapdash, 
informal hit-or-miss 
-opposites orderly 

disorientated, disoriented ► adjective 

confused, bewildered, (all) at sea, lost, adntt, 
off-course, having lost one’s bearings, informal 
not knowing whether one is coming or going, 
archaic mazed 

disown ►verb reject, cast off/aside, abandon, 
renounce, deny, turn one’s back on, wash 
one’s hands of, have nothing more to do with, 
poetic/ literary forsake 

disparage ►verb belittle, denigrate, depre- 
cate, play down, trivialize, make light of. 
undervalue, underrate, ridicule, dende, mock, 
scorn, scoff at, sneer at, run down, defame, dis- 
credit, speak badly of, cast aspersions on, im- 
pugn, vilify, traduce, criticize, N Amer slur, infor- 
mal do down, pick holes in, knock, slam, pan, 
bad-mouth, pooh-pooh. Brit informal rubbish, 
slate, formal calumniate, derogate 
-opposites praise, overrate 

disparaging ► adjective derogatory, depreca- 
tory, demgratoiy, belittling, critical, scathing, 
negative, unfavourable, uncomplimentary, un- 
charitable. contemptuous, scornful, snide, dis- 
dainful, informal bitchy, catty, archaic contumeli- 
ous 

-opposites complimentary 

disparate ►adjective contrasting, different, 
differing, dissimilar, unalike, poles apart, vary- 
ing. various, diverse, diversified, heteroge- 
neous, distinct, separate, divergent, poetic /literary 
divers 

-opposites homogen(e)ous 

disparity ►noun discrepancy, inconsistency, 
imbalance, variance, variation, divergence, gap. 
gulf, difference, dissimilarity, contrast, formal 
dissimilitude 
-opposites similarity 

dispassionate ►adjective Qa calm, dispas- 
sionate manner unemotional, emotionless, im- 
passive, cool, calm, {cool, calm, and collected}, 
unruffled. unperturbed, composed, self- 
possessed, self-controlled, unexcitable, informal 
laid-back 0 a dispassionate analysis objective, 
detached, neutral, dismterested, impartial, 
non-partisan, unbiased, unprejudiced, scien- 
tific, analytical 

-opposites emotional, biased 

dispatch ►verb Qall the messages were dis- 
patched send (off), post, mail, forward, trans- 
mit ©the business was dispatched in the morning 
deal with, finish, conclude, settle, discharge, 
perform, expedite, push through; informal make 
short work of ©the good guy dispatched a host of 
villains kill, put to death, take/end the life of, 
slaughter, butcher, massacre, wipe out, exter- 
minate, eliminate; murder, assassinate, exe- 
cute; informal bump off, do in. do away with, 
top, take out, blow away; N Amer informal ice, 
rub out, waste; poetic/ literary slay 

► noun ©goods ready for dispatch: sending, post- 
ing. mailing. © efficiency and dispatch: prompt- 
ness, speed, speediness, swiftness, rapidity, 
briskness, haste, hastiness; poetic/ literary fleet- 


ness, celerity, formal expedition, ©the latest dis- 
patch from the front communication, communi- 
que, bulletin, report, statement, letter, mes- 
sage, news, intelligence, informal memo, mfo, 
low-down; poetic /literary tidings ©the capture and 
dispatch of the wolf killing, slaughter, massacre, 
extermination, elimination, murder, assassin- 
ation. execution, poetic/ literary slaying 

dispel ► verb banish, eliminate, drive away /off, 
get nd of, relieve, allay, ease, quell 

dispensable ► adjective expendable, dispos- 
able, replaceable, inessential, non-essential, un- 
necessary, redundant, superfluous, surplus to 
requirements 

dispensation ► noun ©the dispensation of sup- 
plies distribution, supply, supplying, issue, is- 
suing, handing out, doling out, dishing out. 
sharing out, dividing out, division, allocation, 
allotment, apportionment ©the dispensation of 
justice administration, administering, delivery, 
discharge, dealing out, meting out Qdtspensa- 
ticm from National Insurance contributions exemp 
tion, immunity, exception, exoneration, re- 
prieve, remission, informal a let-off ©the new 
constitutional dispensation system, order, ar- 
rangement, organization 

dispense ►verb ©servants dispensed the drinks 
distribute, pass round, hand out, dole out. 
dish out, share out, allocate, supply, allot, ap- 
portion © the soldiers dispensed summary justice 
administer, deliver, issue, discharge, deal out, 
mete out © dispensing medicines prepare, make 
up, supply, provide, sell ©the pope dispensed 
him from his impediment exempt, excuse, except, 
release, let off, reprieve, absolve 
s dispense with ©let’s dispense with the formal- 
ities waive, omit, drop, leave out, forgo; do 
away with, informal give something a miss ©he 
dispensed with his crutches get rid of, throw 
away/out, dispose of, discard, manage without, 
cope without, informal ditch, scrap, dump, chuck 
out/away, get shut of, Bnt informal get shot of 

disperse ►verb ©the crowd began to disperse | 
police dispersed the demonstrators break up, split 
up, disband, scatter, leave, go their separate 
ways, drive away/off, chase away ©the fog 
finally dispersed dissipate, dissolve, melt away, 
fade away, clear, lift ©seeds dispersed by birds 
scatter, disseminate, distribute, spread, broad- 
cast 

-opposites assemble, gather 

dispirited ► adjective disheartened, discour- 
aged, demoralized, downcast, low, low-spinted, 
dejected, downhearted, depressed, disconso- 
late, inform# fed up, Bnt informal cheesed off 
-opposites heartened 

dispiriting ►adjective disheartening, depress- 
ing, discouraging, daunting, demoralizing 

displace ►verb ©roof tiles displaced by gales 
dislodge, dislocate, move, shift, reposition: 
move out of place, knock out of place/position 
©the minister was displaced depose, dislodge, 
unseat, remove (from office), dismiss, eject, 
oust, expel, force out, drive out; overthrow, 
topple, bring down; informal boot out, give some- 
one the boot, show someone the door; Bnt infor- 
mal turf out; dated out © English displaced the 
local language, replace, take the place of, sup- 
plant, supersede 
-opposites replace, reinstate. 
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display ► noun Q a display of dolls and puppets | 
a motorcycle display exhibition, exposition, array, 
arrangement, presentation, demonstration, 
spectacle, show, parade, pageant Qthey vied to 
outdo each other in display ostentation, ostenta- 
tiousness, showiness, extiavagance, flamboy- 
ance, lavishness, splendour, informal swank, 
flashiness, glitzmess ©hts display oj concern 
manifestation, expression, show 
► verb ©the Crown Jewels are displayed tn London 
exhibit, show, put on show/view, arrange, 
array, present, lay out, set out Qthe play dis- 
plays his many theatrical talents show off, par- 
ade, flaunt, reveal, publicize, make known, 
call/draw attention to. informal hype ©she dis- 
played a vein of sharp humour manifest, show 
evidence of, reveal, demonstrate, show, formal 
evince 

-opposites conceal 

displease ►verb annoy, lmtate, anger, irk, 
vex, pique, gall, nettle, put out. upset, informal 
aggravate, peeve, needle, bug. nie, miff, hack 
off, N Amer informal tee off, tick off 
displeasure ►noun annoyance, irritation, 
crossness, anger, vexation, pique, rancour, dis- 
satisfaction. discontent, discontentedness, dis- 
gruntlement, disapproval, informal aggravation 
-opposites satisfaction 

disposable ►adjective O disposable plates 
throwaway, expendable, one-use 0 disposable 
income available, usable, spendable 
disposal ►noun Q rubbish ready jor disposal 
throwing away, discarding, jettisoning, scrap- 
ping. informal dumping, ditching, chucking (out/ 
away) Qwe have twenty copies for disposal dis 
tribution, handing out, giving out/away, allot- 
ment, allocation Qthe disposal of the troops tn 
two lines arrangement, arranging, positioning, 
placement, lining up, disposition, grouping, 
Military dressing 

■ at someone's disposal for use by, in re- 
serve for, in the hands of, in the possession of 

dispose ►verb Qhe disposed his attendants in a 
circle arrange, place, put, position, array, set 
up. form, marshal, gather, group, Military dress * 
Qthe experience disposed him to be kind incline, 
encourage, persuade, predispose, make willing, 
prompt, lead, motivate, sway, influence 

■ dispose of © the waste was disposed of throw 
away/out, get nd of, discard, jettison, scrap, in- 
formal dump, ditch, chuck (out/away), get shut 
of, Bnt informal get shot of, N Amer informal trash 
©he had disposed of all his assets part with, give 
away, hand over, deliver up, transfer, sell, auc- 
tion, informal get shut of. Bnt informal get shot of 
© (informal) she disposed of a fourth cake See con 
sume sense 1 © (informal) he robbed her and then 
disposed of her See kill verb sense 1 

disposed ►adjective Qthey are philanthroptcally 
disposed, inclined, predisposed, minded Qwe 
are not disposed to argue willing, inclined, pre- 
pared, ready, minded, in the mood Qhe was 
disposed to be cruel, liable, apt, inclined, likely, 
predisposed, prone, tendmg, capable of 
disposition ►noun Qa nervous disposition 
temperament, nature, character, constitution, 
makeup, mentality, ©his disposition to clemency 
inclination, tendency, proneness, propensity, 
proclivity. Qthe disposition of the armed forces 
arrangement, positioning, placement, config- 
uration, set-up. lineup, layout, array, marshal- 


ling. mustering, grouping. Military dressing © 
(Law) the disposition of the company’s property dis- 
tribution, disposal, allocation, transfer, sale, 
auction 

■ at someone's disposition at the disposal 
of. for use by, in reserve for, in the hands of, 
in the possession of 

dispossess ►verb divest, strip, rob, cheat 
out of, depnve, informal do out of. archaic reave 
disproportionate ► adjective OUT of propor 
tion to. not appropriate to, not commensurate 
with, relatively too large/small for, inordinate, 
unreasonable, excessive, undue 
disprove ►verb refute, prove false, rebut, 
falsify, debunk, negate, invalidate, contradict, 
confound, controvert, negative, discredit, infor- 
mal shoot full of holes, blow out of the water, 
formal confute, gainsay 

disputable ► adjective debatable, open to 
debate/question, arguable, contestable, moot, 
questionable, doubtful, controvertible, informal 
iffy 

disputation ►noun debate, discussion, dis- 
pute. argument, arguing, altercation, dissen- 
sion. disagreement, controversy, polemics 
dispute ►noun ©a subject of dispute debate. 
discussion, disputation, argument, controversy, 
disagreement, quarrelling, dissension, conflict, 
friction, strife, discord Qthey have settled their 
dispute quarrel, argument, altercation, squab- 
ble, fallmg-out, disagreement, difference ot 
opinion, clash, wrangle, informal tiff, spat, scrap, 
Bnt informal row. barney, ding-dong, N Amer infor- 
mal rhubarb, archaic broil 
-opposites agreement 

► verb © George disputed with him debate, discuss, 
exchange views, quarrel, argue, disagree, clash, 
fall out, wrangle, bicker, squabble, informal have 
words, have a tiff/spat, archaic altercate Qthey 
disputed his proposals challenge, contest, ques- 
tion, call into question, impugn, quibble over, 
contradict, controvert, argue about, disagree 
with, take issue with, formal gainsay 
-opposites accept 

disqualified ►adjective banned, barred, de- 
barred. ineligible 
-opposites allowed 

disquiet ►noun grave public disquiet unease, 
uneasiness, worry, anxiety, anxiousness, con- 
cern, disquietude, perturbation, consternation, 
upset, malaise, angst, agitation, restlessness, 
fretfulness, informal jittenness 
-opposites calm 

► verb I was disquieted by the news perturb, agi- 
tate, upset, disturb, unnerve, unsettle, discom- 
pose, disconcert, make uneasy, worry, make 
anxious, trouble, concern, make fretful, make 
restless 

disquisition ►noun essay, dissertation, trea- 
tise, paper, tract, article, discussion, lecture, 
address, presentation, speech, talk 
disregard ► verb Annie disregarded the remark 
ignore, take no notice of, pay no attention/ 
heed to; overlook, turn a blind eye to, turn a 
deaf ear to, shut one’s eyes to, gloss over, 
brush off/aside, shrug off 
-opposites heed. 

► noun blithe disregard for the rules' indifference, 
non-observance, inattention, heedlessness, neg- 
lect 
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-opposites attention 

disrepair ► noun dilapidation, decrepitude, 
shabbiness, ncketmess, collapse, rum, aban- 
donment, neglect, disuse 

disreputable ► adjective Q he fell into disreput- 
able company of bad reputation, infamous, no- 
tonous, louche, dishonourable, dishonest, un- 
tmstworthy, unwholesome, villainous, corrupt, 
immoral, unsavoury, slippery, seedy, sleazy, in- 
formal crooked, shady, shifty. Bnt informal dodgy 
Q filthy and disreputable scruffy, shabby, down 
at heel, seedy, untidy, unkempt, dishevelled 
-opposites respectable, smart 

disrepute ► noun disgrace, shame, dishorn 
our, infamy, notoriety, ignominy, bad reputa- 
tion, humiliation, discredit, ill repute, low es- 
teem, opprobrium, obloquy 
-opposites honour 

disrespect ► noun Q disrespect for authority 
contempt, lack of respect, scorn, disregard, dis- 
dain Qhe meant no disrespect to anybody dis 
courtesy, rudeness, impoliteness, incivility, 
lll/bad manners, insolence, impudence, imper 
tinence 

-opposites esteem 

disrespectful ► adjective discourteous, 
rude, impolite, uncivil, ill-mannered, bad- 
mannered, insolent, impudent, impertinent, 
cheeky, flippant, insubordinate 
-opposites polite 

disrobe ►verb undress, strip, take off one’s 
clothes, remove one’s clothes, Bnt informal peel 
off 

disrupt ► verb Q the strike disrupted public trans- 
port throw into confusion/disorder/disarray, 
cause contusion/turmoil in. play havoc with, 
disturb, interfere with, upset, unsettle, ob- 
struct, impede, hold up, delay, interrupt, sus- 
pend, Bnt throw a spanner in the works ot, N 
Amer throw a monkey wrench in the works of 
0 the explosion disrupted the walls of the crater 
distort, damage, buckle, warp, shatter, poetic/ 
literary sunder 

disruptive ►adjective troublesome, unruly, 
badly behaved, rowdy, disorderly, undiscip- 
lined, wild, unmanageable, uncontrollable, un- 
cooperative, out of control/hand, obstreperous, 
truculent, formal refractory 
-opposites well behaved 

dissatisfaction ►noun discontent, discon- 
tentment, disaffection, disquiet, unhappiness, 
malaise, disgruntlement, vexation, annoyance, 
irritation, anger, disapproval, disapprobation, 
disfavour, displeasure 

dissatisfied ► adjective discontented, mal- 
content, unsatisfied, disappointed, disaffected, 
unhappy, displeased, disgruntled, aggrieved, 
vexed, annoyed, lmtated, angry, exasperated; 
informal cheesed off. fed up, Bnt informal brassed 
off 

-opposites contented. 

dissect ► verb O the body was dissected anato- 
mize, cut up/open, dismember, vivisect Qthe 
text of the gospels was dissected, analyse, exam- 
ine, study, scrutinize, pore over, investigate, go 
over with a fine-tooth comb 

dissection ► noun o the dissection of corpses 
cutting up/open, dismemberment, autopsy, 
post-mortem, necropsy, anatomy, vivisection. 


0 a thorough dissection of their policies analysis, 
examination, study, scrutiny, scrutimzation, in- 
vestigation, evaluation, assessment 
dissemble ►verb dissimulate, pretend, feign, 
act, masquerade, sham, fake, bluff, posture, 
hide one’s feelings, put on a false front 
dissembler ►noun liar, dissimulator, hum- 
bug, bluffer, fraud, impostor, actor, hoaxer, 
charlatan 

disseminate ►verb spread, circulate, dis- 
tribute, disperse, promulgate, propagate, publi- 
cize, communicate, pass on, put about, make 
known 

dissension ►noun disagreement, difference 
of opinion, dispute, dissent, conflict, friction, 
strife, discord, antagonism, argument, debate, 
controversy, disputation, contention 
dissent ►verb two members dissented differ, 
disagree, demur, fail to agree, be at variance/ 
odds, take issue, decline/ refuse to support, pro- 
test. object, dispute, challenge, quibble 
-opposites agree, accept 

► noun murmurs of dissent disagreement, differ- 
ence of opinion, argument, dispute, disap- 
proval, objection, protest, opposition, defiance, 
conflict, fhction, strife 

-opposites agreement 

dissenter ► noun dissident, dissentient, ob- 
jector, protester, disputant, rebel, renegade, 
maverick, independent, apostate, heretic 
dissentient ►adjective dtssentteru voices dis 
senting, dissident, disagreeing, differing, dis- 
cordant. contradicting, contrary, anti-, oppos- 
ing, objecting, protesting, complaining, rebelli- 
ous. revolutionary, nonconformist, recusant, 
unorthodox, heterodox, heretical 

► noun a dissentient spoke up See dissenter 
dissertation ► noun essay, thesis, treatise, 

paper, study, discourse, disquisition, tract, 
monograph 

disservice ►noun unkindness, bad/ill turn, 
disfavour, injury, harm, hurt, damage, wrong, 
injustice 

-opposites favour 

dissidence ► noun disagreement, dissent, 
discord, discontent, opposition, resistance, pro- 
test, sedition 

dissident ► noun a jailed dissident dissenter. 
objector, protester, rebel, revolutionary, recu- 
sant, subversive, agitator, insurgent, insurrec- 
tionist, refusenik 
-opposites conformist 

► adjective dissident intellectuals dissentient, dis- 
senting, disagreeing, opposing, objecting, pro- 
testing, rebellious, rebelling, revolutionary, 
recusant, nonconformist 

-opposites conforming 

dissimilar ► adjective different, differing, un- 
alike, variant, diverse, divergent, heteroge- 
neous, disparate, unrelated, distinct, contrast- 
ing; poetic/ literary divers 

dissimilarity ► noun difference(s), variance, 
diversity, heterogeneity, disparateness, dispar- 
ity, distinctness, contrast, non-uniformity, di- 
vergence; formal dissimilitude, 
dissimilitude ► noun (formal). See dissimilar 

ITY 

dissimulate ►verb pretend, deceive, feign, 
act, dissemble, masquerade, pose, posture, 
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sham, fake, bluff, hide one’s feelings, be dis- 
honest, put on a false front, lie 
dissimulation ► noun pretence, dissem- 
bling, deceit, dishonesty, duplicity, lying, guile, 
subterfuge, feigning, shamming, faking, bluff, 
bluffing, posturing, hypocrisy 
dissipate ► verb Qhis anger dissipated disap 
pear, vanish, evaporate, dissolve, melt away, 
melt into thin air, be dispelled, disperse, scat- 
ter, poetic /literary evanesce © he dissipated his for- 
tune squander, fritter (away), misspend, waste, 
be prodigal with, spend recklessly/freely, spend 
like water, expend, use up. consume, run 
through, go through, informal blow, splurge 

dissipated ► adjective dissolute, debauched, 
decadent, intemperate, profligate, self-indul- 
gent. wild, depraved, licentious, promiscuous, 
drunken 

-opposites ascetic 

dissipation ► noun Q drunken dissipation de 
bauchery, decadence, dissoluteness, dissol- 
ution. intemperance, excess, profligacy, self- 
indulgence. wildness, depravity, degeneracy, li- 
centiousness, promiscuity, drunkenness ©the 
dissipation of our mineral wealth squandering, 
frittering (away), waste, misspending, expend- 
iture, draining, depletion 
-opposites asceticism 

dissociate ► verb the word ‘spiritual has become 
dissociated from religion separate, detach, dis- 
connect. sever, cut off, divoice, isolate, alien- 
ate 

-opposites relate 

■ dissociate oneself from Qhe dissociated 
himself from the Church of England break away 
from, end relations with, sever connections 
with, withdraw from, quit, leave, disaffiliate 
from, resign from, pull out of. drop out of, de- 
fect from ©he dissociated himself from the state- 
ment disown, reject, disagree with, distance 
oneself from 

dissociation ►noun separation, disconnec- 
tion, detachment, severance, divorce, split, seg- 
regation, division, poetic/ literary sundering 
-opposites union 

dissolute ►adjective dissipated, debauched, 
decadent, intemperate, profligate, self-indul- 
gent, wild, depraved, licentious, promiscuous, 
drunken 

-opposites ascetic 

dissolution ►noun Qthe dissolution of parlia- 
ment cessation, conclusion, end, ending, ter- 
mination, winding up/down, discontinuation, 
suspension, disbanding, prorogation, recess 
© ( technical) the dissolution of a polymer in a solvent 
dissolving, liquefaction, melting, deliques- 
cence, breaking up, decomposition, disintegra- 
tion ©t he dissolution of the empire disintegra 
tion. breaking up, decay, collapse, demise, ex- 
tinction Qa life of dissolution See dissipation 
sense 1 

dissolve ►verb ©sugar dissolves in water: go 
into solution, break down, liquefy, deliquesce, 
disintegrate, ©his hopes dissolved, disappear, 
vanish, melt away, evaporate, disperse, dissi- 
pate, disintegrate, dwindle, fade (away), wither, 
poetic/ literary evanesce ©the crowd dissolved dis- 
perse. disband, break up, scatter, go in differ- 
ent directions ©the assembly was dissolved: dis- 
band, disestablish, bring to an end, end, ter- 


minate, discontinue, close down, wind up/ 
down, suspend, prorogue, adjourn Qthetr mar- 
riage was dissolved annul, nullify, void, invali- 
date, overturn, revoke. 

■ dissolve into/ln burst into, break (down) 
into, be overcome with 

dissonant ►adjective © dissonant sounds inhar 
monious, discordant, unmelodious, atonal, off- 
key, cacophonous © harmonious and dissonant 
colours incongruous, anomalous, clashing, dis- 
parate, different, dissimilar 
-opposites harmonious 

dissuade ►verb discourage, deter, prevent, 
diveit, stop, talk out of, persuade against, ad- 
vise against, argue out of 
-opposites encourage 

distance ►noun ©they measured the distance 
interval, space, span, gap, extent, length, 
width, breadth, depth, range, reach ©our per- 
ception of distance remoteness, closeness ©a 
mix of warmth and distance aloofness, remote- 
ness, detachment, unfriendliness, reserve, reti- 
cence, restraint, formality, informal stand-offish- 
ness 

► verb he distanced himself from her withdraw, de- 
tach, separate, dissociate, isolate, put at a dis- 
tance 

■ In the distance far away/off, afar, just in 
view, on the horizon, archaic yonder 

distant ►adjective ©distant parts of the world 
faraway, far-off, fai-flung, remote, out of the 
way, outlying Qthe distant past long ago, by- 
gone, olden, ancient, prehistoric, poetic/ literary of 
yore © half a mile distant away, off, apart © a 
distant memory vague, faint, dim, indistinct, 
unclear, indefinite, sketchy, hazy ©a dustant 
family connection remote, indirect, slight 
Q father was always distant aloof, reserved, re- 
mote. detached, unapproachable, withdrawn, 
reticent, taciturn, uncommunicative, undemon- 
strative. unforthcoming, unresponsive, un- 
friendly, informal stand-offish ©a distant look in 
his eyes distracted, absent-minded, faraway, 
detached, distrait, vague 
-opposites near, close, recent 
distaste ►noun dislike, aversion, disinclin- 
ation. disapproval, disapprobation, disdain, re- 
pugnance, hatred, loathing, archaic disrelish 
-opposites liking 

distasteful ►adjective Q distasteful behaviour 
unpleasant, disagreeable, displeasing, undesir- 
able, objectionable, offensive, unsavoury, un- 
palatable, obnoxious, disgusting, repellent, re- 
pulsive, revolting, repugnant, abhorrent, loath- 
some, vile Qthetr eggs are distasteful to pred- 
ators unpalatable, unsavoury, unappetizing, 
inedible, disgusting 
-opposites agreeable, tasty 

distended ►adjective swollen, bloated, di- 
lated, engorged, enlarged, inflated, expanded, 
extended, bulging, protuberant 

distil ► veit> ©the water was distilled* purify, re- 
fine, filter, treat, process; evaporate and con- 
dense ©ml distilled from marjoram, extract, 
press out, squeeze out, express, ©whisky is dis- 
tilled from barley: brew, ferment. © the solvent is 
distilled to leave the oil boil down, reduce, con- 
centrate, condense; punfy, refine, 
distinct ► adjective ©two distinct categories: dis- 
crete, separate, different, unconnected, pre- 
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cise, specific, distinctive, contrasting, ©the tail 
has distinct black tips' clear, well defined, un- 
mistakable, easily distinguishable, recogniz- 
able, visible, obvious, pronounced, prominent, 
stnking 

-opposites overlapping, indefinite 

distinction ► noun ©class distinctions differ 
ence, contrast, dissimilarity, variance, vari- 
ation, division, differentiation, dividing line, 
gulf, gap, formal dissimilitude ©a painter of dis- 
tinction importance, significance, note, conse- 
quence, renown, fame, celebrity, prominence, 
eminence, pre-eminence, repute, reputation, 
merit, worth, greatness, excellence, quality 
©he had served with distinction honour, credit, 
excellence, merit 
-opposites similarity, mediocnty 

distinctive ► adjective distinguishing, charac- 
teristic. typical, individual, particular, peculiar, 
unique, exclusive, special 
-opposites common 

distinctly ► adverb © there's something distinctly 
odd about him decidedly, markedly, definitely, 
clearly, noticeably, obviously, plainly, evident- 
ly, unmistakably, mamfestly, patently, Brit mfor - 
mal dead © Laura spoke quite distinctly clearly, 
plainly, intelligibly, audibly, unambiguously 

distinguish ► verb © distinguishing reality from 
fantasy, differentiate, tell apart, discriminate 
between, tell the difference between ©he 
could distinguish shapes in the dark discern, see, 
perceive, make out, detect, recognize, identify, 
poetic/ literary descry, espy ©this is what distin- 
guishes history from other disciplines separate, set 
apart, make distinctive, make different, single 
out, mark off, characterize 
■ distinguish oneself attain distinction, be 
successful, bring fame/honour to oneself, be- 
come famous 

distinguishable ► adjective discernible, rec- 
ognizable, identifiable, detectable 

distinguished ► adjective eminent, famous, 
renowned, prominent, well known, esteemed, 
respected, illustrious, acclaimed, celebrated, 
great, notable, important, influential 
-opposites unknown, obscure 

distinguishing * adjective distinctive, differ- 
entiating, characteristic, typical, peculiar, sin- 
gular, unique 

distorted ► adjective ©a distorted face twist 
ed, warped, contorted, buckled, deformed, mal- 
formed, misshapen, disfigured, crooked, awry, 
out of shape ©a distorted version misrepre 
sented, perverted, twisted, falsified, misreport- 
ed. misstated, garbled, inaccurate, biased, 
prejudiced, slanted, coloured, loaded, weight- 
ed, altered, changed 

distract ► verb divert, sidetrack, draw away, 
disturb, put off 

distracted ►adjective preoccupied, inatten- 
tive, vague, abstracted, distrait, absent-minded, 
faraway, m a world of one’s own, bemused, 
confused, bewildered, troubled, harassed, wor- 
ried, informal miles away, not with it 
-opposites attentive 

distracting ►adjective disturbing, unsettling, 
intrusive, disconcerting, bothersome, off- 
putting. 


distraction ► noun ©a distraction from the real 
issues diversion, interruption, disturbance, 
interference, hindrance Qfnvolous distractions 
amusement, entertainment, diversion, recrea- 
tion, leisure pursuit, divertissement ©he was 
driven to distraction frenzy, hysteria, mental 
distress, madness, insanity, mama, agitation, 
perturbation 

dlstraity distraite ► adjective distracted, 
preoccupied, absorbed, abstracted, distant, far- 
away, absent-minded, vague, inattentive, in a 
biown study, wool-gathering, with one’s head 
m the clouds, in a world of one’s own, informal 
miles away, not with it 
-opposites alert 

distraught ► adjective worried, upset, dis- 
tressed, fraught, overcome, overwrought, be- 
side oneself, out of one’s mind, desperate, hys- 
terical, worked up, at one’s wits’ end, informal m 
a state 

distress ►noun ©she concealed her distress an 
guish, suffering, pain, agony, torment, heart- 
ache, heartbreak, misery, wretchedness, sor- 
row, grief, woe. sadness, unhappiness, desola- 
tion, despair ©a ship in distress danger, peril, 
difficulty, trouble, jeopardy, risk ©the poor in 
distress hardship, adversity, poverty, depriv- 
ation, privation, destitution, indigence, impov- 
erishment, penury, need dire straits 
-opposites happiness, safety, prosperity 
► verb he was distressed by the trial cause anguish/ 
suffering to. pain, upset, make miserable, 
trouble, worry, bother, perturb, disturb, dis- 
quiet, agitate, harrow, torment, informal cut up 
-opposites calm, please 

distressing ►adjective upsetting, worrying, 
disturbing, disquieting, painful, traumatic, ag- 
onizing, harrowing, sad, saddening, heart- 
breaking, heart-rending 
-opposites comforting 

distribute ► verb © the were proceeds distributed 
among his creditors give out, deal out. dole out. 
dish out, hand out/round, allocate, allot, appor- 
tion, share out. divide out/up, parcel out ©the 
newsletter is distributed free circulate, issue, 
hand out, deliver ©a hundred and thirty differ - 
ent s penes are distributed worldwide disperse, 
scatter, spread 
-opposites collect 

distribution ► noun © the distribution of char- 
ity giving out, dealing out, doling out, handing 
out/round, issue, issuing, dispensation, alloca- 
tion, allotment, apportioning, sharing out, div- 
iding up/out, parcelling out ©the geographical 
distribution of plants dispersal, dissemination, 
spread, placement, position, location, dispos- 
ition © centres of food distribution supply, sup- 
plying, delivery, transport, transportation 
©the statistical distribution of the problem fre 
quency, prevalence, incidence, commonness 

district ► noun neighbourhood, area, region, 
locality, locale, community, quarter, sector, 
zone, territory, administrative division, ward, 
parish, informal neck of the woods 

distrust ► noun the general distrust of authority 
mistrust, suspicion, wanness, chariness, leen- 
ness, lack of trust, lack of confidence, scepti- 
cism, doubt, doubtfulness, cynicism, misgiv- 
ings, qualms, disbelief, formal dubiety 
► vwb Louise distrusted him' mistrust, be suspi- 


disturb | divert 


242 


cious of. be wary/chary of, be leery of, regard 
with suspicion, suspect, be sceptical of, have 
doubts about, doubt, be unsure of/about, have 
misgivings about, wonder about, disbelieve (in) 
disturb ► verb O somewhere where we won’t be 
disturbed interrupt, intrude on, butt in on, 
barge in on, distract, disrupt, bother, trouble, 
pester, harass, informal hassle Q don't disturb his 
papers disarrange, muddle, rearrange, disor- 
ganize, disorder, mix up, interfere with, throw 
into disorder/confusion, turn upside down 
Q waters disturbed by winds agitate, chum up, 
stir up, poetic I literary roil Qhe wasn’t disturbed by 
the allegations perturb, trouble, concern, worry, 
upset, agitate, fluster, discomfit, disconcert, 
dismay, distress, discompose, unsettle, ruffle 
disturbance ►noun Q a disturbance to local 
residents disruption, distraction, interference, 
bother, trouble, inconvenience, upset, annoy- 
ance, irritation, intrusion, harassment, informal 
hassle Q disturbances among the peasantry riot, 
fracas, upheaval, brawl, street fight, melee, 
free-for-all, ruckus, rumpus, Law, dated affray, in- 
formal ruction ©emotional disturbance trouble, 
perturbation, distress, worry, upset, agitation, 
discomposure, discomfiture, neurosis, illness, 
sickness, disorder, complaint 
disturbed ►adjective O disturbed sleep disrupt 
ed, interrupted, fitful, intermittent, broken 
Q disturbed children troubled, distressed, upset, 
distraught, unbalanced, unstable, disordered, 
dysfunctional, maladjusted, neurotic, un- 
hinged, informal screwed up, mixed up 
disturbing ►adjective worrying, perturbing, 
troubling, upsetting, distressing, discomfiting, 
disconcerting, disquieting, unsettling, dismay- 
ing, alarming, frightening 

disunion ►noun breaking up, separation, dis- 
solution, partition 
-opposites federation 

disunite ►verb break up, separate, divide, 
split up. partition, dismantle, poetic /literary sun- 
der 

-opposites unify 

disunity ► noun disagreement, dissent, dissen- 
sion, argument, arguing, quarrelling, feuding, 
conflict, strife, friction, discord 

disuse ►noun non-use, non-employment, lack 
of use, neglect, abandonment, desertion, obso 
lescence, formal desuetude 
disused ►adjective unused, no longer m use, 
unemployed, idle, abandoned, deserted, vac- 
ated, unoccupied, uninhabited 
ditch ► noun she rescued an animal from a ditch 
trench, trough, channel, dyke, dram, gutter, 
gully, watercourse, conduit, Archaeology fosse 
► verb Qthey started ditching the coastal areas dig a 
ditch in, trench, excavate, drain Q (informal) she 
ditched her old curtains See throw something 
away sense 1 © (informal) she ditched her hus- 
band See THROW SOMEONE OVER 

dither ►verb hesitate, falter, waver, vacillate, 
change one’s mind, be m two minds, be indeci- 
sive, be undecided; Bnt haver; informal shilly- 
shally, dilly-dally 

diurnal ►adjective daily, everyday, quotidian, 
occurring every/each day. 
divan ► noun settee, sofa, couch, sofa bed; Bnt 
put-you-up, N Amer studio couch. 


dive ► verb O they dived into the clear water | the 
plane was diving towards the ground plunge, 
nosedive, jump head first, bellyflop. plummet, 
fall, drop, pitch ©the islanders dive for oysters 
swim under water, snorkel, scuba dive Qthey 
dived for cover leap, jump, lunge, launch one- 
self, throw oneself, go headlong, duck 

► noun Qa dive into the pool plunge, nosedive, 
jump, bellyflop, plummet, fall, drop, swoop, 
pitch See list at swimming Qa sideways dive 
lunge, spring, jump, leap © (informal) John got 
into a fight in some dive sleazy bar, nightclub, 
seedy bar/mghtclub, drinking den, informal 
drinking joint 

diverge ►verb Qthe two roads diverged separ 
ate, part, fork, divide, split, bifurcate, go m dif- 
ferent dnections Q areas where mr views diverge 
differ, be different, be dissimilar, disagree, be 
at vanance/odds, conflict, clash Qhe diverged 
from his text deviate, digress, depart, veer, 
stiay, stray from the point, get off the subject 
-opposites converge, agree 

divergence ►noun Qthe divergence of the 
human and ape lineages separation, dividing, 
parting, forking, bifurcation Qa marked polit- 
ical divergence difference, dissimilarity, vail- 
ance, disparity, disagreement, incompatibility, 
mismatch, formal dissimilitude © divergence from 
standard behaviour deviation, digression, depart- 
ure, shift, straying, variation, change, alter- 
ation 

divergent ►adjective differing, varying, diff'ei- 
ent, dissimilar, unalike, disparate, contrasting, 
contrastive, conflicting, incompatible, contra- 
dictory, at odds, at variance 
-opposites similar 

divers ►adjective (poetic /literary) several, many, 
numerous multiple, manifold, multifarious, 
multitudinous, sundry, miscellaneous, assorted, 
various, poetic/ literary myriad 

diverse ►adjective various, sundry, manifold, 
multiple, varied, varying, miscellaneous, assort 
ed, mixed, diversified, divergent, heteroge- 
neous, a mixed bag of, different, differing, dis- 
tinct. unlike, dissimilar, poetic/ literary divers, 
m> nad 

diversify ► verb Q farmers looking for ways to di- 
versify branch out, expand, extend operations 
Qa plan aimed at diversifying the economy vary, 
bnng variety to. modify, altei, change, trans- 
form, expand, enlarge 

diversion ►noun Qthe diversion of 19 rivers 
re-routing, redirection, deflection, deviation, 
divergence Q traffic diversions detour, devi- 
ation, alternative route Qthe noise created a di- 
version distraction, disturbance, smokescreen 
O a city fill of diversions entertainment, amuse- 
ment, pastime, delight, divertissement, fun, re- 
creation, rest and relaxation, pleasure, informal R 
and R, dated sport 

diversity ►noun variety, miscellany, assort- 
ment, mixture, mix, melange, range, array, 
multiplicity; variation, variance, diverseness, 
diversification, heterogeneity, difference, con- 
trast; formal dissimilitude 
-opposites uniformity 

divert ► verb Qa plan to divert Siberia’s rivers- 
re-route, redirect, change the course of, de- 
flect, channel. © he diverted her from her studies. 
distract, sidetrack, disturb, draw away, be a 
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distraction, put oft ©the story diverted them 
amuse, entertain, distract, delight, enchant, 
interest, fascinate, absorb, engross, nvet. grip, 
hold the attention of 

diverting ► adjective entertaining, amusing, 
enjoyable, pleasing, agreeable, delightful, ap- 
pealing, interesting, fascinating, intriguing, ab- 
sorbing, riveting, compelling, humorous, 
funny, witty, comical 
-opposites boring 

divest ► verb deprive, strip, dispossess, rob, 
cheat/tnck out of, archaic reave 

divide ► verb O he divided his kingdom into four 
split (up), cut up, carve up, dissect, bisect, 
halve, quartei, poetic/ literary sunder ©a curtain 
divided her cabin from the galley separate, segre- 
gate, partition, screen off. section off, split off 
©the stairs divide at the mezzanine diverge, sep- 
arate, part, branch (off), fork, split (in two), bi- 
furcate OJad divided up the cash share out, al- 
locate. allot, apportion, portion out, ration out, 
parcel out, deal out, dole out, dish out, distrib- 
ute, dispense, informal divvy up ©he aimed to 
divide his opponents disunite, drive apart, break 
up, split up, set at vanance/odds, separate, isol- 
ate, estrange, alienate, poetic/ literary teai asunder 
0 living things are divided into three categories 
classify, sort (out), categorize, order, group, 
grade, rank 

-RELATED TERMS SchlZO- 

— oppositfs unify, join, converge 

► noun the sectarian divide breach, gulf, gap, split, 
boiderhne, boundaiy, dividing line 

dividend ►noun ©an annual dividend share, 
portion, premium, return, gain, profit, informal 
cut, rake-off, Bnt informal divvy ©the research will 
produce dividends in the future benefit, advan- 
tage, gam, bonus, extra, plus 

divination ►noun fortune telling, divining, 
prophecy, prediction, soothsaying, augury, 
clairvoyance, second sight 

divine 1 ►adjective Qa dmne being godly, an- 
gelic, seraphic, saintly, beatific, heavenly, celes- 
tial, holy Q divine worship religious, holy, sac- 
red, sanctified, consecrated, blessed, devotion- 
al © (informal) divine Jood See lovely sense 3 
-opposites mortal 

► noun (dated) puritan divines theologian, clergy- 
man, clergywoman, member of the clergy, 
churchman, churchwoman, cleric, minister, 
man/woman of the cloth, preachei . priest, mfor - 
mal reverend 

divine 2 ► verb ©Fergus divined how afraid she 
was guess, surmise, conjecture, deduce, infer, 
discern, intuit, perceive, recognize, see, realize, 
appreciate, understand, grasp, comprehend, in- 
formal figure (out), savvy, Bnt informal twig, suss 
©they divined that this was an auspicious day 
foretell, predict, prophecy forecast, foresee, 
prognosticate, rare vaticinate ©he divined water 
supplies dowse, find by dowsing 

diviner ►noun fortune teller, clairvoyant, 
crystal-gazer, psychic, seer, soothsayer, prog- 
nosticator, prophesier, oracle, sibyl, rare vaticm- 
ator. 

divinity ► noun ©they denied Christ’s divinity 
divine nature, divineness, godliness, deity, god- 
head, holiness © the study of divinity: theology, 
religious studies, religion, scripture. © a female 


diverting | do 

divinity deity, god, goddess, dmne/supreme 
being 

division ►noun ©the division of the island | cell 
division dividing (up), breaking up, break-up, 
carving up, splitting, dissection, bisection, par- 
titioning, separation, segregation ©the division 
of hi s estates sharing out, dividing up, parcel- 
ling out, dishing out, allocation, allotment, ap- 
portionment, splitting up, carving up, informal 
divvying up ©the division between nomadic and 
urban cultures dividing line, divide, boundaiy. 
borderline, border, demarcation line ©each 
class is divided into nine divisions section, subsec- 
tion, subdivision, category, class, group, group- 
ing, set, family © an independent division of the 
executive department, branch, arm, wing, sec- 
tor, section, subsection, subdivision, subsidiary 
©the causes of social division disunity, disunion, 
conflict, discord, disagreement, dissension, dis- 
affection, estrangement, alienation, isolation 

divisive ► adjective alienating, estranging, isol- 
ating, schismatic 
-opposites unifying 

divorce ►noun ©she wants a divorce dissol 
ution, annulment, (official/judicial) separation 
©a growing divorce between the church and people 
separation, division, split, disunity, estrange- 
ment. alienation, schism, gulf, chasm 
-opposites marriage, unity 
► verb © her parents have divorced dissolve one’s 
marriage, annul one's mamage, end one’s 
marriage, get a divorce ©religion cannot be di- 
vorced from morality separate, disconnect, div- 
ide, dissociate, detach, isolate, alienate, set 
apart, cut off 

divulge ► verb disclose, reveal, tell, communi- 
cate, pass on. publish, broadcast, proclaim, ex- 
pose, uncover, make public, give away, let slip. 
informal spill the beans about, let on about 
-opposites conceal 

dizzy ►adjective ©she felt dizzy giddy, light- 
headed, faint, unsteady, shaky, muzzy, wobbly, 
informal woozy © dizzy heights causing dizziness, 
causing giddiness, vertiginous © (informal) a 
dizzy blond See empty-headed 

do ► verb ©she does most of the manual work 
carry out, undertake, dischaige, execute, per- 
form, accomplish, achieve; bring about, engin- 
eer, informal pull off. formal effectuate © they can 
do as they please act, behave, conduct oneself, 
acquit oneself, formal comport oneself © regular 
coffee will do suffice, be adequate, be satisfac- 
tory, fill/fit the bill, serve one’s purpose, meet 
one’s needs ©the boys wtll do the dinner pre 
pare, make, get ready, see to, arrange, organ- 
ize, be responsible for, be in charge of. informal 
fix ©the company are doing a new range ( a por- 
trait l am doing make, create, produce, turn out, 
design, manufacture, paint, draw, sketch, infor- 
mal knock up/off ©each room was done in a dif- 
ferent colour decorate, furnish, ornament, deck 
out, tnck out, informal do up ©her maid did her 
hair style, arrange, adjust, brush, comb, wash, 
dry, cut, informal fix ©/am doing a show to raise 
money put on, present, produce, perform in. 
act in, take part in. participate in ©you’ve done 
me a favour grant, pay, render, give ©show 
me how to do these equations work out, figure 
out, calculate, solve, resolve ©she’s doing 
archaeology study, read, learn, take a course in 
©what does he do 7 have as a job, have as a 
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profession, be employed at, earn a living at 
he is dotng well at college get on/along, pro- 
gress, fare, manage, cope, succeed, prosper 
<D he was doing 80mph drive at, travel at, move 
at ©the cyclists do 30 miles per day travel 
(over), journey, cover, traverse, achieve, notch 
up, log, informal chalk up © {mformaf) we’re doing 
Scotland this summer visit, tour, sightsee in 
► noun (Bnt informal) he invited us to a grand do 
party, reception, gathering, celebration, func- 
tion, social event/occasion, social, soiree, mfor - 
mat bash, shindig, Bnt informal knees-up, bean- 
feast, bunfight, Austral / NZ informal rage, jollo 

■ do away with O they want to do away with the 
old customs abolish, get nd of, discard, remove, 
eliminate, discontinue, stop, end, terminate, 
put an end/stop to, dispense with, drop, aban- 
don. give up, informal scrap, ditch, dump ©(/n- 
formal) she tried to do away with her husband See 
kill verb sense 1 

■ do someono/somethlng down (informal) be 

little, disparage, denigrate, run down, depre- 
cate. cast aspersions on, discredit, vilify, de- 
fame, criticize, malign, N Amer slur, informal 
have a go at. hit out at, knock, slam, pan, bad- 
mouth. Bnt informal rubbish, slag off 

■ do someone/somathlng In (informal) Qthe 
poor devil’s been done in See kill verb sense 1 
Qthe long walk home did me in wear out, tire 
out, exhaust, fatigue, weary, overtire, drain, in- 
formal shatter, take it out of, Bnt informal knacker 
©J did my back in injure, hurt, damage 

■ do something out (Bnt mfonnaf) decorate, 
furnish, ornament, deck out, trick out, informal 
do up 

■ do someone out of something (informal) 
swindle out of, cheat out of, tnck out of, de- 
prive of. informal con out of. diddle out of 

■ do something up ©she did her bootlace up 
fasten, tie (up), lace, knot, make fast, secure 
0 (informal) he’s had his house done up renovate, 
reftirbish, refit, redecorate, decorate, revamp, 
make over, modernize, improve, spruce up, 
smarten up. informal give something a facelift, N 
Amer informal rehab 

■ do without forgo, dispense with, abstain 
from, refrain from, eschew, give up, cut out, 
renounce, manage without, formal forswear 

docile ► adjective compliant, obedient, pliant, 
dutiful, submissive, deferential, unassertive, co- 
operative, amenable, accommodating, biddable, 
malleable 

-opposites disobedient, wilful 

dock 1 ► noun his boat was moored at the dock 
harbour, manna, port, anchorage, wharf, 
quay, pier, jetty, landing stage 

► verb the ship docked, moor, berth, put in, tie up, 
anchor 

dock 2 ► verb O they docked the money from his sal- 
ary deduct, subtract, remove, debit, take off/ 
away; informal knock off Q workers hod their pay 
docked reduce, cut, decrease Qthe dog’s tail 
was docked ■ cut off, cut short, shorten, crop, 
lop; remove, amputate, detach, sever, chop off, 
take off. 

docket (Bnt ) ► noun a docket for every transaction 
document, chit, coupon, voucher, certificate, 
counterfoil, bill, receipt, Bnt informal chitty. 

► verb neatly docketed bundles, document, record, 
register; label, tag, tab, mark. 


doctor ► noun Tim went to see a doctor medical 
practitioner, informal doc, medic, medico, Bnt in- 
fernal quack See list 

► verb Q (informal) he doctored their wounds treat, 
medicate, cure, heal, tend, attend to, minister 
to, care for, nurse © he doctored Stephen’s drinks 
adulterate, contaminate, tamper with, lace, in - 
formal spike, dope Qthe reports have been doc- 
tored falsify, tamper with, interfere with, 
alter, change, forge, fake, informal cook; Bnt infor- 
mal fiddle (with) 


Types of Doctor and Dentist 


aHerglst 

nephrologist 

anaestheslologist 

neurologist 

anaesthetist 

neuropathologist 

audiologist 

neurosurgeon 

aurist 

nosoioglst 

brain surgeon 

obstetrician 

cardiologist 

oculist 

chiropractor 

oncologist 

chiropodist 

ophthalmologist 

clinician 

orthodontist 

consultant 

orthopaedist 

dental surgeon 

orthotist 

dentist 

osteologist 

dermatologist 

otolaryngologist 

diagnostician 

otologist 

embryologist 

otorhinolaryngologist 

endocrinologist 

paediatrician 

endodontlst 

paedodontist 

ENT (ear, nose, & 

parasitologist 

throat) doctor 

pathologist 

epidemiologist 

perinatologist 

exodontist 

periodontist 

extern 

physician 

flying doctor 

plastic surgeon 

forensic pathologist 

podiatrist 

gastroenterologist 

proctologist 

general practitioner 

prosthodontist 

(CP) 

radiologist 

geriatrician 

radiotherapist 

gerontologist 

registrar 

gynaecologist 

rheumatologist 

haematologist 

senior registrar 

heart surgeon 

serologist 

houseman 

specialist 

house officer 

surgeon 

Immunologist 

teratologist 

Intern 

trichologist 

laryngologist 

urologist 

medical officer 

venereologist 


doctrinaire ► adjective dogmatic, ngid, inflex- 
ible, uncompromising, authoritarian, intoler- 
ant, fanatical, zealous, extreme 
doctrine ►noun creed, credo, dogma, belief, 
teaching, ideology, tenet, maxim, canon, prin- 
ciple, precept 

document ► noun their solicitor drew up a docu- 
ment: (official/legal) paper, certificate, deed, 
contract, legal agreement, Law instrument, in- 
denture. 

► vtrb many aspects of school life have been document- 
ed: record, register, report, log, chronicle, 
archive, put on record, write down, detail, 
note, desenbe 

documentary ►adjactlva o documentary evi- 
dence’ recorded, documented, registered, writ- 
ten. chronicled, archived, on record/paper, in 
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Breeds of Dog 


Aberdeen terrier 

cocker spaniel 

Kuvasz 

Samoyed 

affenpinscher 

coHle 

Labrador retriever 

schipperke 

Afghan hound 

coonbound 

lafka 

schnauzer 

Airedale terrier 

corgi 

Lakeland terrier 

Scuttle dog 

AJdta 

dachshund 

Leonberg 

Scottish terrier 

Alsatian 

Dalmatian 

Lhasa apso 

Sealyham terrier 

Australian terrier 

Dandle Dinmont 

malamute/malemute 

setter 

basenji 

deerhound 

Maltese dog/terrier 

shar pel 

basset hound 

Doberman pinscher 

Manchester terrier 

sheepdog 

beagle 

dray hound 

mastiff 

shettie 

bearded collie 

elk hound 

Mexican hairless 

Shetland sheepdog 

Bedllngton terrier 

English setter 

Munsteriander 

shih-tzu 

Belgian sheepdog 

English springer 

Newfoundland 

Skye terrier 

Bernese mountain dog 

field spaniel 

Norfolk terrier 

sleuth hound 

bfchon frfse 

Finnish spitz 

Norwich terrier 

spaniel 

black and tan 

foxhound 

Old English sheepdog 

Splnone 

Blenheim spaniel 

fox terrier 

otter (tog/hound 

spitz 

bloodhound 

French bulldog 

papiflon 

springer spaniel 

Border collie 

German Shepherd 

peke 

Staffordshire buH terrier 

Border terrier 

golden retriever 

Pekinese/Pekingese 

stag hound 

borzoi 

Gordon setter 

Pharaoh hound 

terrier 

Boston terrier 

Great Dane 

pit bull terrier 

Tibetan mastiff 

bouvler 

greyhound 

pointer 

Tibetan spaniel 

boxer 

griffon 

Pomeranian 

Tibetan terrier 

Briard 

Groenendael 

poodle 

tosa 

Brussels griffon 

harrier 

pug dog 

vizsla 

bulldog 

husky 

puli 

Weimaraner 

bull mastiff 

Ibizan hound 

Pyrenean mountain dog 

Welsh corgi 

bull terrier 

Irish setter 

Pyrenean sheepdog 

Welsh hound 

calm terrier 

Irish terrier 

Pyrenean wolfhound 

Welsh springer 

Cape hunting dog 

Irish wolfhound 

Queensland blue heeler 

Welsh terrier 

carriage dog 

Ivlcene 

red bone 

West Highland terrier 

Cavalier King Charles 

Istrian pointer 

red setter 

wolfhound 

spaniel 

Jack Russell terrier 

retriever 

wheaten terrier 

chihuahua 

keeshond 

Rhodesian ridgeback 

whippet 

chow 

kelpie 

Rottweiler 

Yorkshire terrier 

Clumber spaniel 

Kerry blue 

rough collie 


Clydesdale 

King Charles spaniel 

St Bernard dog 


coach dog 

Komondor 

saluki 



writing ©a documentary film factual, non- 
fictional. 

► noun a documentary about rural England factual 
programme/film, programme, film, broadcast 

dodder ►verb totter, teeter, toddle, hobble, 
shuffle, shamble, falter 

doddery ► adjective tottering, tottery, stagger 
ing, shuffling, shambling, faltering, shaky, urn 
steady, wobbly, feeble, frail, weak 

dodge ^verb Qshe dodged into a telephone booth 
dart, bolt, dive, lunge, leap, spnng Qhe could 
easily dodge the two coppers elude, evade, avoid, 
escape, run away from, lose, shake (off); informal 
give someone the slip ©the minister tried to 
dodge the debate avoid, evade, get out of, back 
out of, sidestep, N Amer end-run, informal duck, 
wnggle out of. Austral / NZ informal duck-shove 

► noun O a dodge to the right’ dart, bolt, dive, 
lunge, leap, spnng. ©a clever dodge \ a tax 
dodge, ruse, ploy, scheme, tactic, stratagem, 
subterfuge, tnck, hoax, wile, cheat, deception, 
blind; swindle, fraud; informal scam, con (tnck), 
Brit informal wheeze, N Amer informal bunco, gnft; 
Austral informal lurk. rort. 

dodgy ► adjective (Bnt informal) Qa dodgy second- 
hand car salesman. See dishonest, ©the cham- 
pagne was dodgy' second-rate, third-rate, sub' 
standard, low-quality; awful, temble, dreadful, 


dire, N Amer cheapjack, informal not up to much, 
woeful. Bnt informal ropy, grotty 

door ► noun Q the doer of unspeakable deeds per 
former, perpetrator, executor, accomplishes 
agent © Daniel is a thinker more than a doer 
worker, organizer, man/woman of action, infor- 
mal mover and shaker, busy bee 

doff ► verb ( dated) take off, remove, stnp off, 
pull off, raise, lift, tip, dated divest oneself of 
-opposites don 

dog ► noun O she went for a walk with her dog 
hound, canine, mongrel, pup, puppy, informal 
doggy, pooch, Austral informal bitzer See lists here 
and at fox, wolf © {informal) you black-hearted 
dog 1 See scoundrel © {informal dated) you’re a 
lucky dog 1 See fellow sense 1 

► verb Qthey dogged him the length of the country 
pursue, follow, track, trail, shadow, hound; in- 
formal tail © the scheme was dogged by bad wea- 
ther. plague, beset, bedevil, beleaguer, blight, 
trouble 

doggod ► adjective tenacious, determined, 
resolute, resolved, purposeful, persistent, per- 
severing, single-minded, tireless, strong-willed, 
steadfast, staunch, formal pertinacious. 
-opposites half-hearted 
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dogma ► noun teaching, belief, tenet, pnn- 
ciple, precept, maxim, article of faith, canon, 
creed, credo, set of beliefs, doctrine, ideology 
dogmatic ► adjective opinionated, peremptory, 
assertive, insistent, emphatic, adamant, doc- 
trinaire, authoritarian, imperious, dictatorial, 
uncompromising, unyielding, inflexible, rigid 
dogsbody ► noun (Bnt informal) drudge, menial 
(worker), factotum, servant, slave, lackey, min- 
ion, man/girl Friday, informal gofer, Bnt informal 
skivvy, N Amer informal peon, archaic scullion 
doing ► noun O the doing of the act constitutes the 
offence performance, performing, carrying out. 
execution, implementation, implementing, 
achievement, accomplishment, realization, 
completion, formal effectuation ©an account of 
his doings in Pans exploit, activity, act, action, 
deed, feat, achievement, accomplishment, infor- 
mal caper ©that would take some doing effort, 
exertion, (hard) work, application, labour, toil, 
struggle © (Bnt informal) the drawer where he kept 
the doings thing, so-and so, mfomial whatsit, 
whatnot, doodah, thingummy, thingamajig, 
thingamabob, what’s-its-name, what-d’you-call- 
lt, oojamaflip, oojah, Bnt informal gubbins, N 
Amer mfomial doohickey, doojigger, dingus 
doldrums * plural noun winter doldrums de 
pression, melancholy, gloom, gloominess, 
downheartedness, dejection, despondency, low 
spirits, despair, inertia, apathy, listlessness, N 
Amer blahs, informal blues 

■ In the doldrums inactive, quiet, slow, slack, 
sluggish, stagnant 

dole ► noun O {dated) the customary dole was a 
tumhlerjul of nee handout, chanty, gift, dona- 
tion, histoncal alms ©(Bn/ mfomial) he was on the 
dole (unemployment/state) benefit, benefit 
payments, social secunty, welfare 

■ dole something out deal out. share out, 
divide up. allocate, allot, distribute, dispense, 
hand out, give out, dish out/up, mfomial divvy 
up 

doleful ►adjective mournful, woeful, sonow- 
fill, sad, unhappy, depressed, gloomy, morose, 
melancholy, miserable, forlorn, wretched, woe- 
begone, despondent, dejected, disconsolate, 
downcast, crestfallen, downhearted, informal 
blue, down m the mouth/dumps, poetic/ literary 
dolorous, heartsick 
-opposites cheerful 

doll ► noun O the child was hugging a doll figure, 
figunne, model, toy, plaything, informal dolly 
© (informal) she was quite a doll See beauty sense 
2 

■ doll oneself up ( informal) dress up, informal 
get/do oneself up. dress up to the nines, put on 
one’s glad rags, Bnt informal tart oneself up 

dollop ► noun ( informal) blob, gobbet, lump, ball, 
mfomial glob, Bnt mfomial gob, wodge 
dolorous ► adjective {poetic /literary) See doleful 
dolour ► noun (poetic/ literary) See misery sense 1 
dolphin ► noun. See list at cetacean 
dolt ► noun. See idiot 
doltish ► adjective. See stupid sense 1 
domain ►noun ©they extended their domain . 
realm, kingdom, empire, dominion, province, 
territory, land, ©the domain of art field, area, 
sphere, discipline, province, world, 
dome ► noun cupola, vault, arched roof. 


domestic ►adjective Q domestic commitments 
family, home, household ©she was not at all 
domestic housewifely, domesticated, homely 
© small domestic animals domesticated, tame, 
pet, household ©the domestic car industry na 
tional, state, home, internal ©domestic plants 
native, indigenous 

► noun they worked as domestics servant, domestic 
worker/help, home help, maid, housemaid, 
cleaner, housekeeper, Bnt dated charwoman, 
charlady, char, Bnt informal daily (help) 

domesticated ►adjective Q domesticated ani- 
mals tame, tamed, pet, domestic, trained © do- 
mesticated crops cultivated, naturalized © I'm 
quite domesticated really housewifely, home- 
loving, homely 
-opposites wild 

domicile (formal) ► noun changes of domicile 
residence, home, house, address, residency, 
lodging, accommodation, informal digs, formal 
dwelling (place), abode, habitation 

► verb he is now domiciled in Australia settle, live, 
make one’s home, take up residence, move to, 
emigrate to 

dominance ► noun supremacy, superiority, 
ascendancy. pre-eminence, predominance, 
domination, dominion, masteiy, power, au- 
thority, rule, command, control, sway, poetic/ 
literary puissance 

dominant ►adjective Qthe dominant classes 
presiding, ruling, governing, controlling, com- 
manding. ascendant, supreme, authoritative 
©he has a dominant personality assertive, au- 
thoritative. forceful, domineering, command- 
ing. controlling, pushy, dated pushful Qthe 
dominant issues in psychology main, principal, 
prime, premier, chief, foremost, primary, pre- 
dominant, paramount, prominent, central, key, 
crucial, core, informal number-one 
-opposites subservient 

dominate ►verb Qthe Russians dominated Iran 
in the nineteenth century control, influence, ex- 
ercise control over, command, be in command 
of. be in charge of. rule, govern, direct, have 
ascendancy over, have mastery over, informal 
head up, be in the driver’s seat, be at the 
helm, rule the roost, Bnt informal wear the trou- 
sers, N Amer informal have someone in one’s hip 
pocket, poetic/ literary sway ©the Puritan work 
ethic still dominates predominate, prevail, reign, 
be prevalent, be paramount, be preeminent 
e the village is dominated by the viaduct over 
look, command, tower above/over, loom over 

domination ►noun RULE, government, sover- 
eignty, control, command, authority, power, 
dominion, dominance, masteiy, supremacy, su- 
periority, ascendancy, sway 
domlnoor ► verb browbeat, bully, intimidate, 
push around/about, order about/around, lord it 
over, dictate to, be overbearing, have under 
one’s thumb, rule with a rod of iron, informal 
boss about/around, walk all over 
domineering ► adjective overbearing, au- 
thoritarian, imperious, high-handed, autocratic, 
masterful, dictatorial, despotic, oppressive, 
iron-fisted, strict, harsh, informal bossy 

dominion ►noun Q France had dominion over 
Laos supremacy, ascendancy, dominance, dom- 
ination, superiority, predominance, pre- 
eminence, hegemony, authority, mastery, con- 
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trol, command, power, sway, rule, government, 
jurisdiction, sovereignty, suzerainty ©a British 
dominion dependency, colony, protectorate, ter- 
ritory, province, possession, historical tributary 
don 1 ► noun an Oxford don university teacher, 
(university) lecturer, fellow, professor, reader, 
academic, scholar 

don 2 ►verb he donned an overcoat put on, get 
dressed in, dress (oneself') in, get into, slip 
into/on 

donate ►verb GIVE, give/make a donation of, 
contribute, make a contribution of, gift, sub- 
scribe, grant, bestow, informal chip in. pitch in, 
Bnt informal stump up, N Amer informal kick in 

donation ►noun GIFT, contribution, subscrip- 
tion. present, handout, grant, offering, charity, 
formal benefaction, histoncal alms 
done ►adjective Qthe job is done finished, 
ended, concluded, complete, completed, ac- 
complished, achieved, fulfilled, discharged, 
executed, informal wrapped up, sewn up. pol- 
ished off the meat done 7 cooked (through), 
ready 0 those days are done over (and done 
with), at an end, finished, ended, concluded, 
terminated, no more, dead, gone, in the past 
0 (informal) that’s just not done proper, seemly, 
decent, respectable, right, correct, m order, fit- 
ting, appropriate, acceptable, the done thing 
-opposites incomplete, underdone, ongoing 

► exclamation Done > agreed, all right, very well, in- 
formal you’re on, OK, okey-dokey, Bnt informal 
righto, nghty-ho 

■ be/have done with be have finished with, 
be through with, want no more to do with 

■ done for ( informal) ruined, finished, destroyed, 
undone, doomed, lost, informal washed-up 

■ done In ( informal ) ce exhausted sense 1 

Don Juan ► noun womanizer, philanderer, 
Casanova, Lothano, flirt, ladies’ man, playboy, 
seducei, rake, roue, libertine, informal skirt- 
chaser, ladykiller, wolf 

donkey ► noun Q the curt was drawn bv a don- 
key ass, jackass, jenny, mule, hinny, Bnt informal 
moke 0 {informal) you silly donkey 1 See fool noun 
sense 1 

-related TERMS asinine 
donnish ►adjective scholarly, studious, aca- 
demic, bookish, intellectual, learned, high- 
brow. informal egghead, dated lettered 

donor ►noun giver, contributor, benefactor, 
benefactress, subscriber, supporter, backer, pat- 
ron, sponsor, informal angel 
doom ►noun ©hts impending doom destruc 
tion, downfall, rum. ruination, extinction, an- 
nihilation, death 0 {archaic) the day of doom 
Judgement Day, the Last Judgement, dooms- 
day, Armageddon 

► verb we were doomed to fail destine, fate, predes- 
tine. preordain, foredoom, mean, condemn, 
sentence 

doomed ► adjective ill-fated, ill starred, 
cursed, jinxed, foredoomed, damned; poetic/ 
literary star-crossed 

door ►noun doorway, portal, opemng, en- 
trance, entry, exit 

■ out of doors outside, outdoors, m/into the 
open air, alfresco 

doorkeeper ►noun doorman, commission- 
aire, concierge 


dope ► noun ( informal) Q he was caught smuggling 
dope (illegal) drugs, narcotics, cannabis, her- 
oin Qwhat a dope 1 See fool noun sense 1 
0 they had plenty of dope on Mr Dixon See intelli 
gence sense 2 

► verb Qthe horse was doped drug, administer 
drugs/narcotics to, tamper with, interfere with, 
sedate, Bnt informal nobble ©they doped his 
drink add drugs to, tamper with, adulterate, 
contaminate, lace, informal spike, doctor 

dopey ►adjective ( informal) stupefied, confused, 
muddled, befuddled, disorientated, groggy, 
muzzy, informal woozy, not with it 
-opposites alert 

dormant ►adjective asleep, sleeping, resting, 
inactive, passive, inert, latent, quiescent 
-opposites awake, active 
dose ► noun measure, portion, dosage, drench, 
informal hit 

dossier ► noun file, report, case history, ac- 
count, notes, document(s), documentation, 
data, information, evidence 
dot ► noun a pattern of tiny dots spot, speck, 
fleck, speckle, full stop, decimal point 

► verb Q spots of ram dotted his shirt spot, fleck, 
mark, stipple, freckle, sprinkle, poetic/ literary be- 
strew, besprinkle 0 restaurants are dotted 
around the site scatter, pepper, sprinkle, strew, 
spread, disperse, distribute 

■ on the dot ( informal ) precisely, exactly, sharp, 

prompt, dead on, on the stroke of ; informal 

bang on. N Amer informal on the button, on the 
nose 

dotage ► noun declining years, winter/ 
autumn of one’s life, advanced years, old age, 
poetic /literary eld 

dote 

■ dote on adore, love dearly, be devoted to. 
idolize, treasure, chensh, worship, hold dear, 
indulge, spoil, pamper 

doting ► adjective adoring, loving, besotted, in 
fatuated, affectionate, fond, devoted, canng 
dotty ► adjective ( informal) See mad sense 1 
double ► adjective Qa double garage | double yel- 
low lines dual, duplex, twin, binary, duplicate, 
in pairs, coupled, twofold 0a double helping 
doubled, twofold €>a double meaning ambigu 
ous, equivocal, dual, two-edged, double-edged, 
ambivalent, cryptic, enigmatic Oa double life 
deceitful, double-dealing, two-faced, dual, 
hypocritical, false, duplicitous, insincere, de- 
ceiving, dissembling, dishonest 
-related terms di-, diplo- 
— opposites single, unambiguous 

► adverb we had to pay double twice (over), twice 
the amount, doubly 

► noun Qif it’s not her, it’s her double lookalike, 
twin, clone, duplicate, exact likeness, replica, 
copy, facsimile, Doppelganger; informal spitting 
image, dead nnger, dead spit ©she used a 
double for the stunts stand-in, substitute 

► verb O they doubled his salary multiply by two, 
increase twofold ©the bottom sheet had been 
doubled up fold (back/up/down/over/under), 
turn back/up/down/over/under, tuck back/up/ 
down/under ©the kitchen doubles as a dining 
room function, do, (also) serve 

■ at/on the double very quickly, as fast as 
one’s legs can carry one, at a nin, at a gallop, 
fast, swiftly, rapidly, speedily, at (full) speed, at 
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full tilt, as fast as possible, informal double 
quick, like (greased) lightning, like the wind, 
like a scalded cat, like a bat out of hell; Bnt in - 
formal like the clappers, at a rate of knots, N 
Amer informal lickety-split 

double-cross ►verb betray, cheat, defraud, 
trick, hoodwink, mislead, deceive, swindle, be 
disloyal to, be unfaithful to, play false, informal 
do the dirty on, sell down the nver 
double-dealing ►noun duplicity, treachery, 
betrayal, double-crossing, unfaithfulness, un- 
trustworthiness, infidelity, bad faith, disloyalty, 
breach of trust, fraud, underhandedness, cheat- 
ing, dishonesty, deceit, deceitfulness, decep- 
tion, falseness, informal crookedness 
-opposites honesty 

double entendre ►noun ambiguity, double 
meaning, innuendo, play on words 
doubly ►adverb twice as, in double measure, 
even more, especially, extra 
doubt ►noun Q there was some doubt os to the 
caller's identity uncertainty, unsureness, indeci- 
sion, hesitation, dubiousness, suspicion, confu- 
sion, queries, questions, formal dubiety 0 a 
weak leader racked by doubt indecision, hesita- 
tion, uncertainty, insecurity, unease, uneasi- 
ness, apprehension, hesitancy, vacillation, ir- 
resolution 0 there is doubt about their motives 
scepticism, distrust, mistrust, doubtfulness, 
suspicion, cynicism, uneasiness, apprehension, 
wanness, channess, leenness, reservations, 
misgivings, suspicions, formal dubiety 
-opposites certainty, conviction 
► verb Qthey doubted my story disbelieve, dis- 
trust. mistrust, suspect, have doubts about, be 
suspicious of, have misgivings about, feel un- 
easy about, feel apprehensive about, query, 
question, challenge 0J doubt whether he will 
come think something unlikely, have (one’s) 
doubts about, question, query, be dubious 
0stop doubting and believe t be undecided, have 
doubts, be irresolute, be ambivalent, be doubt- 
ful, be unsure, be uncertain, be in two minds, 
hesitate, shilly-shally, waver, vacillate 
-opposites trust 

■ In doubt Qthe issue was in doubt doubtful, 
uncertain, open to question, unconfirmed, un- 
known, undecided, unresolved, in the balance, 
up in the air, informal iffy © if you are m doubt, 
ask for advice irresolute, hesitant, vacillating, 
dithenng, wavering, ambivalent, doubtful, un- 
sure, uncertain, in two minds, shilly-shallying, 
undecided, in a quandary/dilemma, informal sit- 
ting on the fence 

■ no doubt doubtless, undoubtedly, indubit- 
ably, doubtlessly, without (a) doubt, unques- 
tionably, undeniably, incontrovertibly, irrefut- 
ably, unequivocally, clearly, plainly, obviously, 
patently 

doubtor ►noun sceptic, doubting Thomas, 
non-believer, unbeliever, disbeliever, cyme, 
scoffer, questioner, challenger, dissenter 
-opposites believer 

doubtful ►adjective Of was doubtful about 
going, irresolute, hesitant, vacillating, dither- 
ing, wavenng, in doubt, unsure, uncertain, m 
two minds, shilly-shallying, undecided, in a 
quandary/dilemma. blowing hot and cold ©it 
is doubtful whether he wtil come, in doubt, uncer- 
tain, open to question, unsure, unconfirmed, 
not definite, unknown, undecided, unresolved, 


debatable, in the balance, up in the air, informal 
iffy 0 the whole trip is looking rather doubtful un 
likely, improbable, dubious, impossible Qthey 
are doubtful of the methods used • distrustful, mis- 
trustful, suspicious, wary, chary, leery, appre- 
hensive, sceptical, unsure, ambivalent, dubi- 
ous. cynical Qthis decision is of doubtful validity 
questionable, arguable, debatable, controver- 
sial, contentious, informal iffy, Bnt informal dodgy 
-opposites confident, certain, probable, trust- 
ing 

doubtless ► adverb undoubtedly, indubitably, 
doubtlessly, no doubt, unquestionably, indis- 
putably, undeniably, incontrovertibly, irrefut- 
ably, certainly, surely, of course, indeed 

doughty ► adjective fearless, dauntless, deter- 
mined, resolute, indomitable, intrepid, plucky, 
spirited, bold, valiant, brave, stout-hearted, 
courageous, informal gutsy, spunky, feisty 

dour ►adjective stern, unsmiling, unfriendly, 
severe, forbidding, gruff', surly, grim, sullen, 
solemn, austere, stony 
-opposites cheerful, lnendly 

dOUSe ► verb Qa mob doused the thieves with pet- 
rol drench, soak, saturate, wet, splash, slosh 
© a guard doused the flames extinguish, put out, 
quench, smother, dampen down 

dovetail ► verb O the ends of the logs were dove- 
tailed joint, join, fit together, splice, mortise, 
tenon Qthis will dovetail well with the division’s 
existing activities fit in, go together, be consist- 
ent. match, conform, harmonize, be in tune, 
correspond, informal square, N Amer informal jibe 

dowdy ►adjective unfashionable, frumpy, old- 
fashioned, inelegant, shabby, scruffy, frowzy, 
Bnt informal mumsy, Austral /NZ informal daggy 
-opposites fashionable 

down 1 ►adverb Qthey went down m the lift to 
wards a lower position, downwards, down- 
stairs Qshe fell down to the ground/floor, 
over 

-opposites up 

► preposition Q the lift plunged dowTi the shaft to a 
lower position in, to the bottom of Ql walked 
down the street along, to the other end of, from 

one end of to the other e douTi the yean 

throughout, through, during 

► adjective Q I’m feeling a bit down depressed, sad, 
unhappy, melancholy, miserable, wretched, 
sorrovtfftil, gloomy, dejected, downhearted, des- 
pondent, dispirited, low; informal blue, down in 
the dumps/mouth, fed up ©the computer is 
down not working, inoperative, malfunction- 
ing, out of order, broken, not in service, out of 
action, out of commission, informal conked out, 
bust, (gone) kaput, N Amer informal on the fritz 
-opposites elated, working 

► verb ( informal) Qhe struck Slater, downing him 
knock down/over, knock to the ground, bnng 
down, topple, informal deck, floor, flatten Qhe 
downed his beer, drink (up/down), gulp (down), 
guzzle, quaff, dram, toss off. slug, finish off; in- 
formal sink, knock back, put away, N Amer infor- 
mal scarf (down/up), snarf (down/up). 

► noun Qthe ups and downs of running a business: 
setbacks, upsets, reverses, reversals, mishaps, 
vicissitudes; informal glitches. © (informal) he's hav- 
ing a bit of a down, fit of depression; informal the 
blues, the dumps, a low; N Amer informal the 
blahs 
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■ have a down on ( informal) disapprove of, be 
against, feel antagonism to, be hostile to, feel 
ill will towards, informal have it in for, be down 
on 

down 2 ► noun goose down soft feathers, fine 
hair, fluff, fuzz, floss, lint 

down and out ► adjective destitute, poverty- 
stricken. impovenshed. penniless, insolvent, 
impecunious, needy, m straitened circumstan- 
ces, distressed, badly off, homeless, on the 
streets, vagrant, sleeping rough, informal hard 
up. (flat) broke, strapped (for cash), without a 
brass farthing, without two pennies to rub to- 
gether, Bnt informal stony broke, skint, N Amer in- 
formal without a red cent, on skid row 
-opposites wealthy 

► noun (down-and-out) poor person, pauper, in- 
digent, beggar, homeless person, vagrant, 
tramp, drifter, derelict, vagabond, N Amer 
hobo. Austral bagman, informal have-not. bag 
lady, Bnt informal dosser, N Amer informal bum 

down at hoel ►adjective Qfht? resort looks 
down at heel run down, dilapidated, neglected, 
uncared-for, seedy, insalubrious, squalid, 
slummy, wretched, informal scruffy, scuzzy, Bnt 
informal grotty, N Amer informal shacky 0 u down- 
at-heel labourer scruffy, shabby, ragged, tat- 
tered, mangy, sorry, unkempt, bedraggled, 
dishevelled, ungroomed, seedy, untidy, sloven- 
ly. informal tatty, scuzzy, grungy, Bnt informal 
grotty, N Amer informal raggedy 
-opposites smart 

downbeat ►adjective Qthe mood is decidedly 
downbeat pessimistic, gloomy, negative, defeat- 
ist, cynical, bleak, fatalistic, dark, black, des- 
pairing, despondent, depressed, dejected, de- 
moralized. hopeless, melancholy, glum 0hu 
downbeat joviality relaxed, easy-going, easy, cas- 
ual, informal, nonchalant, insouciant, low-key. 
subtle, unostentatious, cool, informal laid-back 
downcast ►adjective despondent, disheart- 
ened. discouraged, dispirited, downhearted, 
crestfallen, down, low, disconsolate, despair- 
ing, sad, melancholy, gloomy, glum, morose, 
doleful, dismal, woebegone, miserable, de- 
pressed, dejected, informal blue, down in the 
mouth, down m the dumps 
-opposites elated 

downfall ►noun undoing, ruin, ruination, de- 
feat, conquest, deposition, overthrow, nemesis, 
destruction, annihilation, elimination, end, col- 
lapse, fall, crash, failure, debasement, degrad- 
ation. disgrace, Waterloo 
-opposites rise 

downgrade ►verb Q plans to downgrade three 
workers demote, lower, reduce/lower in rank, 
relegate 0/ won’t downgrade their achievement 
disparage, denigrate, detract from, run down, 
belittle, informal bad-mouth 
-opposites promote, praise. 

downhearted ► adjective despondent, dis- 
heartened, discouraged, dispirited, downcast, 
crestfallen, down, low, disconsolate, wretched; 
melancholy, gloomy, glum, morose, doleful, 
dismal, woebegone, miserable, depressed, de- 
jected, sorrowful, sad, informal blue, down in the 
mouth, down in the dumps. 

-opposites elated 

downmarket ►adjactlva (Brit) cheap, cheap 
and nasty, inferior, low-class, lowbrow, un- 


sophisticated, rough, insalubrious, informal 
tacky, rubbishy, dumbed down, 
downpour ► noun rainstorm, cloudburst, del- 
uge, thunderstorm, torrential/pounng ram 
downright ►adjactlva O downright lies com 
plete, total, absolute, utter, thorough, out-and- 
out, outright, sheer, arrant, pure, real, vent- 
able, categoncal, unmitigated, unadulterated, 
unalloyed, unequivocal, Bnt informal proper 
0her downright attitude frank, straightforward, 
direct, blunt, plain-spoken, forthnght, uninhib- 
ited, unreserved, no-nonsense, matter-of-fact, 
bluff, undiplomatic, explicit, clear, plain, un- 
equivocal. unambiguous, honest, candid, open, 
sincere, informal upfront 

► adverb that's downright dangerous thoroughly, 
utterly, positively, profoundly, really, complete- 
ly, totally, entirely, unquestionably, undeni- 
ably, in every respect, through and through, in- 
formal plain 

downside ► noun drawback, disadvantage, 
snag, stumbling block, catch, pitfall, fly in the 
ointment, handicap, limitation, trouble, diffi- 
culty, problem, complication, nuisance, hin- 
drance. weak spot/point, informal minus, flip 
side 

-opposites advantage 

down-to-earth ►adjective practical, sens- 
ible. realistic, matter-of-fact, responsible, rea- 
sonable. rational, logical balanced, sober, prag- 
matic, level-headed, commonsensical, sane 
-opposites idealistic 

downtrodden ►adjective oppressed, subju- 
gated. persecuted, repressed, tyrannized, 
crushed, enslaved, exploited, victimized, bul- 
lied, disadvantaged, underprivileged, power- 
less, helpless, abused, maltreated 
downward ►adjective descending, downhill, 
falling, sinking, dipping, earthbound, earth- 
ward 

downy ► adjective soft, velvety, smooth, fleecy. 

fluffy, fuzzy, feathery, furry, woolly, silky 
dowry ► noun marriage settlement, (mamage) 
portion, archaic dot 

doze ► verb catnap, nap, drowse, sleep lightly, 
rest, informal snooze, snatch forty winks, get 
some shut-eye, Bnt informal kip, N Amer informal 
catch some Zs, poetic {literary slumber 

► noun catnap, nap, siesta, light sleep, drowse, 
rest, informal snooze, forty winks, Bnt informal kip, 
7izz, poetic /literary slumber 

■ doze off fall asleep, go to sleep, drop off. 
informal nod off, drift off, N Amer informal sack 
out. zone out 

dozy ►adjective drowsy, sleepy, half asleep, 
heavy-eyed, somnolent, lethargic, listless, ener- 
vated. inactive, languid, weary, tired, fatigued, 

N Amer logy, informal dopey, yawny 
drab ►adjective Oa drab interior colourless, 
grey, dull, washed out. muted, lacklustre, 
dingy, dreary, dismal, cheerless, gloomy, 
sombre. 0 a drab existence uninteresting, dull, 
bonng, tedious, monotonous, dry, dreary, un- 
exciting, unimaginative, uninspiring, insipid, 
lacklustre, flat, stale, wishy-washy, colourless, 
lame, tired, stenle, anaemic, barren, tame, 
middle-of-the-road, run-of-the-mill, mediocre, 
nondescript, characterless, mundane, unre- 
markable, humdrum 
-opposites bright, cheerful, interesting. 
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Dramatists 

Aeschylus (Creek) 

Albee, Edward (American) 

Anouilh, jean (French) 

Arden, John (English) 

Aristophanes (Creek) 

Ayckbourn, Alan (English) 

Barrie, J. M. (Scottish) 

Beaumarchais, Pierre-Augustln 
Caron de (French) 

Beaumont, Francis (English) 

Beckett. Samuel (Irish) 

Behan. Brendan (Irish) 

Bennett, Alan (English) 

Berkoff. Steven (English) 

Betti, Ugo (Italian) 

Bolt, Robert (English) 

Bond. Edward (English) 

Brecht. Bertolt (Cerman) 

Buchner, Ceorg (German) 

Bulgakov, Mikhail (Soviet) 

Caldertin de la Barca. Pedro 
(Spanish) 

Capek. Karel (Czech) 

Chekhov, Anton (Russian) 

Churchill. Caryl (English) 

Claudel, Paul (French) 

Cocteau, Jean (French) 

Congreve, William (English) 

Corneille, Pierre (French) 

Coward. Noel (English) 

Cyrano de Bergerac. Savinien 
(French) 

Dekker, Thomas (English) 

DQrrenmatt, Friedrich (Swiss) 

Euripides (Greek) 

Farquar, George (Irish) 

Feydeau. Georges (French) 

Fletcher, John (English) 

Fo, Dario (Italian) 

Ford. John (English) 

Frayn, Michael (English) 

Fry, Christopher (English) 

Fugard, Athol (South African) 

draconian ► adjective harsh, severe, strict, ex- 
treme, drastic, stringent, tough, cruel, oppres- 
sive, ruthless, relentless, punitive, authoritar- 
ian, despotic, tyrannical, repressive, Bnt 
swingeing 
-opposites lenient 

draft ► noun ©the draft of his speech preliminary 
version, rough outline, plan, skeleton, ab- 
stract. mam points, bare bones © a draft of the 
building- plan, blueprint, design, diagram, draw- 
ing, sketch, map, layout, representation ©a 
banker's draft cheque, order, money order, bill 
of exchange, postal order 

drag ► verb ©she dragged the chair backwards 
haul, pull, tug, heave, lug, draw, trail, trawl, 
tow; informal yank © the day dragged • become te 
dious, pass slowly, creep along, hang heavy, 
wear on, go on too long, go on and on 

*noun ©the drag of the air brakes pull, resist- 
ance, tug 0 (informal) work can be a drag * bore, 
nuisance, bother, trouble, pest, annoyance, 
trial, vexation; informal pain (in the neck), bind, 
headache, hassle 

■ drag on persist, continue, go on, carry on, 
extend, run on, be protracted, endure, prevail 
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Osborne. John (English) 

Ostrovsky, Aleksandr (Russian) 
Otway, Thomas (English) 

Pinero, Arthur Wing (English) 
Pinter. Harold (English) 

Pirandello, Luigi (Italian) 

Plautus (Roman) 

Poliakoff, Stephen (English) 

Potter, Dennis (English) 

Pushkin, Aleksandr (Russian) 

Racine. Jean (French) 

Rattlgan, Terence (English) 

Rostand, Edmond (French) 

Rowe, Nicholas (English) 

Rowley, William (English) 

Saroyan, William (American) 
Schiller, Friedrich (German) 

Seneca, Lucius Annaeus (Roman) 
Shakespeare, William (English) 
Shaw. (George) Bernard (Irish) 
Shepard, Sam (American) 

Sheridan, Richard Brinsley (Irish) 
Simon, Neil (American) 

Sophocles (Greek) 

Soyinka, Wole (Nigerian) 

Stoppard, Tom (British, b. m 
Czechoslovakia) 

Storey, David (English) 

Strindberg, August (Swedish) 
Sutherland, Efua (Ghanaian) 

Synge. J. M. (Irish) 

Terence (Roman) 

Tourneur, Cyril (English) 

Vanbrugh. John (English) 

Vega, Lope de (Spanish) 

Vicente, Gil (Portuguese) 

Webstar, John (English) 

Wedekind. Frank (German) 

Wesker. Arnold (English) 

Wilde, Oscar (Irish) 

Wilder, Thornton (American) 
Williams. Tennessee (American) 
Wycheriey, William (English) 

■ drag something out prolong, protract, 
draw out, spin out, string out, extend, length- 
en, carry on, keep going, continue 
dragoon ► noun ( histoncal) the dragoons charged 
cavalryman, mounted soldiei, histoncal knight, 
chevalier, hussar, archaic cavalier 
► verb he dragooned his friends into participating co 
erce, pressure, piessunze, press, push, force, 
compel, impel, hound, harass, nag, harry, 
badger, goad, pester, browbeat, bludgeon, 
bully, twist someone’s arm, strong-arm, informal 
railroad 

drain ► verb ©a valve for draining the tank 
empty (out), void, clear (out), evacuate, unload 
© drain off any surplus liquid draw off, extract, 
withdraw, remove, siphon off, pour out, pour 
off, milk, bleed, tap, void, filter, discharge 
© the water drained away to the sea flow, pour, 
tnckle, stream, run, rush, gush, flood, surge, 
leak, ooze, seep, dribble, issue, filter, bleed, 
leach ©more people would just drain our re- 
sources use up, exhaust, deplete, consume, ex- 
pend, get through, sap, strain, tax, milk, bleed 
Qhe drained hts drink: drink (up/down), gulp 
(down), guzzle, quaff, down, imbibe, sup, swal- 


Genet, Jean (French) 

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von 
(German) 

Goldoni, Carlo (Italian) 
Goldsmith, Oliver (Irish) 

Gorky, Maxim (Russian) 

Gray, Simon (English) 

Greene, Robert (English) 
Hampton, Christopher (British, b. 
in the Azores) 

Hauptmann, Gerhart (German) 
Hare, David (English) 

Havel, Vidav (Czech) 

Heilman, Lillian (American) 

Ibsen. Henrik (Norwegian) 
Ionesco, Eugfcne (French, b. in 
Romania) 

jarry, Alfred (French) 

Jonson, Ben (English) 

Kaiser, Georg (German) 

Kaufman, George S. (American) 
Kotzebue, August von (German) 
Kyd, Thomas (English) 

Lessing, Gotthold (German) 

Lorca, Federico Garda (Spanish) 
Maeterlinck, Comte Maurice 
(Belgian) 

Mamet, David (American) 
Marivaux, Pierre de (French) 
Marlowe. Christopher (English) 
Massinger, Philip (English) 
Menander (Greek) 

Middleton, Thomas (English) 
Miller, Arthur (American) 

Moltere (Jean-Baptiste Poquelin; 
French) 

Montherlant, Henry de (French) 
Musset, Alfred de (French) 
Nichols, Peter (English) 

O’Casey. Sean (Irish) 

Odets, Clifford (American) 

O’Neill, Eugene (American) 

Orton, Joe (English) 



251 


dram | dread 


low, finish off, toss off. slug, informal sink, swig, 
swill (down), polish off, knock back, put away 
-opposites fill 

► noun Othe drain filled with water sewer, chan- 
nel, conduit, ditch, culvert, duct, pipe, gutter, 
trough, sluice, spillway, race, flume, chute Qa 
dram on the battery strain, pressure, burden, 
load, tax, demand 

dram ► noun drink, nip. tot, sip, drop, finger, 
splash, little, spot, taste 

drama ►noun Qa television drama play, show, 
piece, theatrical work, dramatization See lists at 
PLAY, THEATRE 0 he is studying drama acting, 
the theatre, the stage, the performing arts, dra- 
matic art, stagecraft Qshe liked to create a 
drama incident, scene, spectacle, crisis, excite- 
ment, thrill, sensation, disturbance, row, com- 
motion, turmoil, dramatics, theatrics 

dramatic ►adjective Q dramatic art theatri 
cal, theatric, thespian, stage dramaturgical, 
formal histrionic © a dramatic increase consider 
able, substantial, sizeable, goodly, fair, 
marked, noticeable, measurable, peiceptible, 
obvious, appreciable, significant, notable, note- 
worthy, remarkable, extraordinary, exception- 
al, phenomenal, informal tidy © there were dra 
matic scenes in the city exciting, stirring, action- 
packed, sensational, spectacular, startling, un- 
expected. tense, gripping, riveting, fascinating, 
thiilling. hair-iaising, rousing, lively, electrify- 
ing. impassioned, moving © dramatic headlands 
striking, impressive, imposing, spectacular, 
breathtaking, dazzling, sensational, awesome, 
aweinspiring, remarkable, outstanding, incred- 
ible, phenomenal ©a dramatic gesture exag 
gerated, theatrical, ostentatious, actiessy. 
stagv. showy, melodramatic, overdone, histri- 
onic. affected, mannered, artificial, informal 
hammy, ham. campy 
-opposites insignificant, boring 

dramatist ►noun playwright, wntei, scnpt- 
wnter, screenwriter, scenarist, dramatuige See 
list 

dramatize ►verb Qthe novel was dramatized 
for television turn into a play, film, adapt for the 
stage/screen ©the tabloids dramatized the event 
exaggerate, overdo, overstate, hyperbolize, 
magnify, amplify, inflate, sensationalize, em- 
broider, colour, aggrandize, embellish, elabor- 
ate, informal blow up (out of all proportion) 

drape ►verb Qshe draped a shawl round her 
wrap, wind, swathe, sling, hang Qthe chair 
was draped with blankets cover, envelop, 
swathe, shroud, deck, festoon, overlay, cloak, 
wind, enfold, sheathe ©he draped one leg over 
the arm of his chair dangle, hang, suspend, 
droop, drop 

drastic ► adjective extreme, serious, desperate, 
radical, far-reaching, momentous, substantial, 
heavy, severe, harsh, rigorous, oppressive, dra- 
conian 

-opposites moderate 

draught ►noun Qthe draught made Robyn 
shiver ■ current of air, rush of air, waft, wind, 
breeze, gust, puff, blast, informal blow ©a deep 
draught of beer gulp, drink, swallow, mouthful, 
slug, informal swig, swill. 

draw ►verb O he drew the house sketch, make 
a drawing (of), delineate, outline, draft, rough 
out. illustrate, render, represent, trace; portray, 


depict Qshe drew her chair in to the table pull, 
haul, drag, tug, heave, lug, trail, tow, informal 
yank © the train drew into the station move, go, 
come, proceed, progress, travel, advance, pass, 
drive, inch, roll, glide, cruise, forge, sweep, 
back Qshe drew the curtains close, shut, pull 
to, lower, open, part, pull back, pull open, fling 
open, raise © he drew some fluid of) the knee joint 
drain, extract, withdraw, remove, suck, pump, 
siphon, milk, bleed, tap Qhe drew his gun pull 
out, take out, produce, fish out. extract, with- 
draw, unsheathe QI drew' £50 out of the bank 
withdraw, take out ©while 1 draw breath 
breathe in. inhale, inspire, respire ©she was 
draunng huge audiences attract, interest, win, 
capture, catch, engage, lure, entice, absorb, oc- 
cupy, nvet, engross, fascinate, mesmerize, 
spellbind, captivate, enthral, grip ©what con- 
clusion cun we druw> deduce, infer, conclude, de- 
rive, gathei, glean 

► noun ©she won the Christmas draw raffle, lot- 
tery, sweepstake, sweep, tombola, ballot, N 
Amer lotto Qthe match ended in a draw tie, 
dead heat, stalemate Qthe draw of central Lon- 
don attraction, lure, allure, pull, appeal, 
glamour, enticement, temptation, charm, se- 
duction, fascination, magnetism 

■ draw on call on, have recourse to, avail 
oneself of, turn to, look to. fall back on. iely 
on, exploit, use. employ, utilize, bring into 
play 

■ draw something out Qhe dnw out a gun 

See draw verb sense 6 ©they always drew their 
parting out prolong, protract, drag out. spin 
out, string out, extend, lengthen 

■ draw someone out encourage to talk, put 
at ease 

■ draw up stop, pull up, halt, come to a 
standstill, brake, park, arrive 

■ draw something up ©we drew up a list 
compose, formulate, frame, write down, draft, 
prepare, think up, devise, work out, create, in- 
vent. design Qhe drew up his forces in battle 
array arrangf, marshal muster, assemble, 
group, older, range, iank. line up, dispose, pos- 
ition, array 

drawback ► noun disadvantage, snag, down- 
side, stumbling block, catch, hitch, pitfall, fly 
in the ointment, weak spot/point, weakness, 
imperfection, handicap, limitation, trouble, dif- 
ficulty. problem, complication, hindrance, obs- 
tacle, impediment, obstruction, inconvenience, 
discouragement, deterrent, Bnt spanner in the 
works, informal minus, hiccup 
-opposites benefit 

drawing ►noun sketch, picture, illustration, 
representation, portrayal, delineation, depic- 
tion. composition, study, diagram, outline, de- 
sign, plan 

-RELATED TERMS graphic 

drawl ► verb say slowly, speak slowly, drone 

drawn ►adjective she looked pale and drawr i 
pinched, haggard, drained, wan, hollow- 
cheeked, fatigued, tired, exhausted, tense, 
stressed, strained, womed, anxious, harassed, 
fraught, informal hassled 

dread ► verb I used to dread going to school fear, 
be afraid of, worry about, be anxious about, 
have forebodings about, be terrified by, 
tremble/shudder at, shnnk from, quail from, 
flinch from, informal get cold feet about 
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► noun she was filled wtth dread fear, apprehen- 
sion. trepidation, anxiety, worry, concern, fore- 
boding, disquiet, unease, angst, fright, panic, 
alarm; terror, horror, informal the jitters, the 
heebiejeebies 

-opposites confidence 

► adjective a dread secret awful, frightful, terrible, 
homble, dreadful, feared, frightening, alarm- 
ing, terrifying, dire, dreaded 

dreadful ► adjective Qa dreadful accident ter 
rible, frightful, homble, gnm, awful, dire, hor- 
rifying. alarming, shocking, distressing, appall- 
ing, harrowing, ghastly, fearful, horrendous, 
tragic, calamitous, formal grievous ©a dreadful 
meal unpleasant, disagreeable, nasty, frightfiil, 
shocking, awful, abysmal, atrocious, disgrace- 
ful, deplorable, very bad, repugnant, poor, in- 
adequate. inferior, unsatisfactory, distasteful, 
informal pathetic, woeful, crummy, rotten, sorry, 
third-rate, lousy, ropy, God-awful, Bnt informal 
duff, chronic, rubbish 0 you're a dreadful flirt 
outrageous, shocking, inordinate, immoder- 
ate, unrestrained 
-opposites pleasant, agreeable 

dreadfully ► adverb o I'm dreadfully hungry ex- 
tremely. very, really, exceedingly, tremendous- 
ly, exceptionally, extraordinarily, decidedly, 
most, particularly, N English right, informal terrifi- 
cally, terribly, desperately, awfully, devilishly, 
mega, seriously, majorly, Bnt informal jolly, ever 
so, dead, well. N Amer informal real, mighty, 
awful, informal, dated frightfully ©she missed 
James dreadfully very much, much, lots, a lot, a 
great deal, intensely, desperately ©the com- 
pany performed dreadfully terribly, awfully, very 
badly, atrociously, appallingly, abominably, 
poorly, informal abysmally, pitifully, diabolically 

dream ►noun QI awoke from my dreams REM 
sleep, nightmare, vision, fantasy, hallucination 
©she went around tn a dream daydream, rev- 
erie, trance, daze, stupor, haze, Scottish dwam 
©he realized his childhowl dream ambition, aspir- 
ation, hope, goal, aim, objective, grail, inten- 
tion, intent, target, desire, wish, yearning, day- 
dream, fantasy, pipe dream ©he's an absolute ’ 
dream delight, joy, marvel, wonder, gem, 
treasure, beauty, vision 

► verb ©she dreamed of her own funeral have a 
dream, have a nightmare ©I dreamt of making 
the Olympic team fantasize about, daydream 
about, wish for, hope for, long for, yearn for, 
hanker after, set one’s heart on, aspire to, aim 
for. set one’s sights on. ©she's always dreaming’ 
daydream, be in a trance, be lost m thought, 
be preoccupied, be abstracted, stare into space, 
be m cloud cuckoo land, muse ©I wouldn't 
dream of being late, think, consider, contemplate, 
conceive 

► adjective his dream home ideal, perfect, fantasy 

■ dream something up think up. invent, con- 
coct, devise, hatch, contnve, create, work out, 
come up with, informal cook up 

dreamer ►noun fantasist, daydreamer; ro- 
mantic, sentimentalist, idealist, wishful think- 
er, Don Quixote; Utopian, visionary. 

-opposites realist 

dreamland ►noun ©7 drift off to dreamland: 
sleep; humorous the land of Nod © they must be 
living in dreamland, the land of make-believe, 
fanyland, cloud cuckoo land; paradise, Utopia, 
heaven, Shangri-La. 


dreamlike ►adjective unreal, lllusoiy, im- 
aginary, unsubstantial, chimerical, ethereal, 
phantasmagoncal, trancelike, surreal, night- 
marish, Kafkaesque, hazy, shadowy, faint, in- 
distinct. unclear, poetic /literary illusive 

dreamy ►adjective ©a dreamy expression day 
dreaming, dreaming, pensive, thoughtful, re- 
flective, meditative, ruminative, lost m 
thought, preoccupied, distracted, rapt, inatten- 
tive, wool-gathering, vague, absorbed, absent- 
minded. with one’s head m the clouds, in a 
world of one’s own, informal miles away ©he 
was dreamy as a child idealistic, romantic, 
starry-eyed, impractical, unrealistic, Utopian, 
quixotic, Bnt informal auy-fairy ©a dreamy recol- 
lection dreamlike, vague, dim, hazy, shadowy, 
faint, indistinct, unclear © (informal) the prince 
was really dreamy attractive, handsome, good- 
looking; appealing, lovely, delightful, informal 
heavenly, divine, gorgeous, hot, cute 
-opposites alert, practical, clear, ugly 

dreary ► adjective ©a dreary day at school dull, 
drab, uninteresting, flat, tedious, weansome, 
bonng, unexciting, unstimulating, uninspiring, 
soul-destroymg, humdrum, monotonous, un- 
eventful, unremarkable, featureless ©she 
thought of dreary things sad, miserable, depress- 
ing, gloomy, sombre, grave, mournful, melan- 
cholic, joyless, cheerless ©a dreary day 
gloomy, dismal, dull, dark, dingy, murky, over- 
cast, depressing, sombre 
-opposites exciting, cheerful, bright 

dregs ► plural noun © the dregs from a bottle of 
wine sediment, deposit, residue, accumulation, 
sludge, lees, grounds, settlings, remains, tech- 
nical residuum, archaic grouts ©the dregs of hu- 
manity scum, refuse, nff-raff, outcasts, dead- 
beats, the underclass, the untouchables, the 
lowest ot the low, the great unwashed, the hoi 
polloi, mfomial trash, Bnt informal dossers 

drench ►verb soak, saturate, wet through, 
permeate, douse, souse, drown, swamp, inun- 
date, flood, steep, bathe 

dress ►verb ©he dressed quickly put on 
clothes, clothe oneself, get dressed ©she was 
dressed in a suit clothe, attire, garb, deck out, 
tnck out/up, costume, array, robe; informal get 
up, doll up, archaic apparel © they dress for din- 
ner every day wear formal clothes, wear even- 
ing dress, dress up. ©she enjoyed dressing the 
tree decorate, tnm, deck, adorn, ornament, 
embellish, beautify, prettify, festoon, garland, 
garnish ©they dressed his wounds bandage, 
cover, bind, wrap, swathe ©she had to dress the 
chickens, prepare, get ready; clean, ©the field 
was dressed with manure fertilize, enneh. ma- 
nure, mulch, compost, top-dress, ©he dressed 
Michelle's hair style, groom, arrange, do, comb, 
brush, preen, pnmp; informal fix. © (Military) the 
battalion dressed its ranks, line up. align, straight- 
en, arrange, order, dispose; fall in. 

► noun ©a long blue dress, frock, gown, robe, 
shift. See list QfiiU evening dress: clothes, cloth- 
ing, garments, attire; costume, outfit, ensem- 
ble, garb, turnout; informal gear, get-up, togs, 
duds, glad rags; Brit, informal clobber; N. Amer infor- 
mal threads; formal apparel; archaic raiment 

-RELATED TERMS SaitOnal. 

■ dross down dress informally, dress casual- 
ly; informal slob around. 
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■ dress someone down (informal). See repri- 
mand vert 

■ dress up Q Angela loved dressing up dress 
smartly, dress formally, wear evening dress, m- 
formal doll oneself up, put on one’s glad rags 
QHugh dressed up as Santa Claus disguise one 
self, dress, put on fancy dress, put on a cos- 
tume 

■ dress something up present, represent, 
portray, depict, characterize, embellish, en- 
hance, touch up, embroider 


Dresses 

baby-doll dress 
backless dress 
ballgown 

button-through dress 

chemise 

cheongsam 

coat dress 

cocktail dress 

chemise 

dinner gown 

dirndl 

Empire line dress 
evening gown 
gymslip 
kaftan 
kimono 

maternity dress 

maxidress 

minidress 

Mother Hubbard 

muumuu 

overdress 


pinafore dress 
polonaise 
pouf dress 
sack dress 
sarong 
sari 

shamma 
sheath dress 
shift dress 
shirt dress 
shirtwaister 
short waist 
skimmer 
slip dress 
smock 

strapless dress 
sundress 
tea gown 
tent dress 
tube dress 
wedding dress 
yukata 


dressing ► noun Q salad dressing sauce, relish, 
condiment, dip © they put fresh dressings on her 
bums bandage, covering, plaster, gauze, lint, 
compress 0a soil dressing fertilizer, mulch, 
manure, compost, dung, bone meal, fishmeal, 
guano, top-dressing 

dressmaker ► noun tailor, seamstress, 
needlewoman, outfitter, costumier, clothier, 
coutuner, designer, dated modiste 
-RELATED TERMS SaitOnal 

dressy ► adjective smart, formal, elaborate, or- 
nate, stylish, elegant, chic, fashionable, informal 
snappy, snazzy, natty, trendy 
-opposites casual 

dribble ► verb ©the baby started to dribble 
drool, slaver, slobber, salivate, dnvel, water at 
the mouth, Scottish & Insh slabber ©rainwater 
dribbled down her face trickle, dnp, fall, dnzzle, 
ooze, seep 

► noun ©there was dribble on his chin saliva, spit- 
tle, spit, slaver, slobber, drool ©a dribble of 
sweat • trickle, dnp, driblet, stream, dnzzle, 
drop, splash 

dried ►adjective dehydrated, desiccated, dry, 
dned up. moistureless. 

drift ►verb ©his raft drifted down the river, be 
carried, be borne; float, bob. waft, meander 
©the guests drifted away: wander, meander, 
stray, potter, dawdle, Bnt informal mooch 
©don’t allow your attention to drift, stray, di- 
gress, deviate, diverge, veer, get sidetracked, 
©snow drifted over the path: pile up, bank up, 
heap up, accumulate, gather, amass. 


► noun ©a drift from the country to urban areas. 
movement, shift, flow, transfer, relocation, 
gravitation ©the pilot had not noticed any drift’ 
deviation, digression ©he caught the drift of her 
thoughts gist, essence, meaning, sense, sub- 
stance, significance, thrust, import, tenor; im- 
plication, intention, direction, course ©a drift 
of deep snow pile, heap, bank, mound, mass, ac- 
cumulation 

drifter ► noun wanderer, traveller, transient, 
roamer, tramp, vagabond, vagrant, N Amer 
hobo 

drill ► noun ©a hydraulic drill drilling tool, 
bonng tool, auger, (brace and) bit, gimlet, awl, 
bradawl ©they learned military discipline and 
drill training, instruction, coaching, teaching, 
(physical) exercises, workout, informal square 
bashing © Estelle knew the drill procedure, rou- 
tine, practice, regimen, programme, schedule, 
method, system 

► verb © drill the piece of wood bore a hole in, 
make a hole in, bore, pierce, puncture, perfor- 
ate ©a sergeant drilling new recruits train, in- 
struct. coach, teach, discipline, exercise, put 
someone through their paces ©his mother had 
drilled politeness into him instil, hammer, drive, 
drum, din, implant, ingrain, teach, indoctrin- 
ate, brainwash 

drink ► verb ©she drank her coffee swallow, 
gulp down, quaff, guzzle, sup. imbibe, sip, con- 
sume, drain, toss off, slug, informal swig, down, 
knock back, put away, neck, sink, swill ©he 
never drank drink alcohol, tipple, indulge, ca- 
rouse, informal hit the bottle, booze, knock a few 
back, have one over the eight, get tanked up. 
go on a bender, Bnt informal bevvy, N Amer infor- 
mal bend one’s elbow ©let's dnnk to success 
toast, salute 

► noun ©he took a sip of his dnnk beverage, li- 
quid refreshment, drain, bracer, nightcap, nip, 
tot, pint, Bnt informal bevvy, humorous libation; ar- 
chaic potation See list ©she turned to drink al 
cohol, (intoxicating) liquor, alcoholic dnnk, in- 
formal booze, hooch, the hard stuff, firewater, 
rotgut, moonshine, the bottle, the sauce, grog, 
Dutch courage See lists at alcohol, beer, cock 
tail, sherry, whisky, wine ©she took a dnnk of 
her wine swallow, gulp, sip, draught, slug, infor- 
mal swig, swill © a dnnk of orange juice ■ glass, 
cup, mug © (mformaf) he fell into the drink the 
sea, the ocean, the water, informal the bnny, 
Davy Jones’s locker, poetic /literary the deep 

■ drink something In absorb, assimilate, di- 
gest, ingest, take in, be rapt in, be lost in, be 
fascinated by, pay close attention to 
drinkable ►adjective fit to drink, palatable, 
pure, clean, safe, unpolluted, untainted, uncon- 
tammated; formal potable 

drinker ►noun drunkard, drunk, inebriate, 
imbiber, tippler, sot, alcoholic, dipsomaniac, 
alcohol-abuser, informal boozer, soak, lush, wino, 
alky, sponge, barfly, Austral / NZ informal hophead, 
archaic toper. 

-opposites teetotaller 

drip ► verb ©there was a tap dripping dribble, 
drop, leak ©sweat dripped from his chin, drop, 
dnbble, tnckle, dnzzle. run, splash, plop; leak, 
emanate, issue 

► noun © a bucket to catch the dnps. drop, dnbble, 
spot, tnckle, splash Q (informal) that drip who 
fancies you: weakling, ninny, milksop, namby- 
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Soft Drinks 

See also coffee, tea. 

WATER OR 
WATER-BASED 

barley water 

bitter lemon 

carbonated water 

chenyade 

citron press£ 

club soda (trademark) 

cola 

coffee 

cordial 

cream soda 

crush 

dandelion and burdock 

fruit juice 

fruit tea 

ginger ale 

ginger beer 

herbal tea/infusion 

horchata 

ked tea 

isotonic drink 

lemonade 

lemon tea 

limeade 

mat£ 

mineral water 


orangeade 

orgeat 

prairie oyster 
root beer 
St Clements 
sarsapanlla 
seltzer water 
soda water 
sports drink 
spring water 
sherbet 
squash 
tea 
tisane 
tonic water 
Vichy water 

MILK OR MILK-BASED 

buttermilk 

cocoa 

drinking chocolate 
hot chocolate 
ice milk 
lassi 

malted milk 
milkshake 
soya milk 


pamby. crybaby, softie, doormat, informal wimp, 
weed, sissy, Brit informal wet, big girl’s blouse, N 
Amer informal pantywaist, pussy, wuss 

drive ►verb QI can’t drive a car operate, han- 
dle, manage, pilot, steer ©he drove to the police 
station travel by car, motor 0 I’ll drive you to 
the airport chauffeur, run. give someone a lift, 
take, ferry, transport, convey, carry ©the en- 
gine drives the front wheels power, propel, move, 
push Qhe drove a nail into the boot hammer. 
screw, ram, sink, plunge, thrust, propel, knock 
©she drove her cattle to market impel, urge, 
herd, round-up, shepherd Qa desperate mother 
driven to crime force, compel, prompt, precipi- 
tate, oblige, coerce, pressure, goad, spur, prod 
Qhe drove his staff extremely hard work, push, 
tax. exert 

► noun Qan afternoon drive excursion, outing, 
trip, jaunt, tour, ride, run, journey; informal spin 
©the house has a long drive driveway, approach, 
access road © sexual drive urge, appetite, de- 
sire. need, impulse, instinct ©she lacked the 
drive to succeed motivation, ambition, single- 
mindedness, will power, dedication, dogged- 
ness, tenacity, enthusiasm, zeal, commitment, 
aggression, spirit, energy, vigour, verve, vital- 
ity, pep, informal get-up-and*go ©an anti- 
corruption drive campaign, crusade, movement, 
effort, push, appeal © (Bnt ) a whist drive tour 
nament, competition, contest, event, match 
■ drive at suggest, imply, hint at, allude to, 
intimate, insinuate, indicate, refer to, mean, 
intend, informal get at 

drivel ► noun he was talking complete dnvel non 
sense, twaddle, claptrap, balderdash, gibberish, 
rubbish, mumbo-jumbo, N Amer garbage; infor- 
mal rot, poppycock, phooey, piffle, tnpe, bosh, 
bull, hogwash, baloney, Bnt informal cobblers, 
codswallop, waffle, tosh, double Dutch, N Amer 


informal flapdoodle, bushwa, informal, dated 
tommyiot, bunkum 

► verb you always dnvel on talk nonsense, talk 
rubbish, babble, i amble, gibber, blather, 
blether, prattle, gabble, Bnt informal waffle, wit- 
ter 

driver ► noun motorist, chauffeur, pilot, oper- 
ator 

drizzle ►noun Qthey shivered in the drizzle fine 
rain, light shower, spray, N English mizzle ©a 
drizzle of sour cream trickle, dnbble, drip, 
stream, rivulet, sprinkle, sprinkling 

► verb ©it's beginning to drizzle rain lightly, 
showei. spot, Bnt spit, N English mizzle, N Amer 
sprinkle © drizzle the cream over the telly 
trickle, dnp, dnbble, pour, splash, sprinkle 

droll ►adjective funny, humorous, amusing, 
comic, comical, mirthful, hilarious, clownish, 
farcical, zany, quirky, jocular, light-hearted, fa- 
cetious, witty, whimsical, wry, tongue-in-cheek, 
informal waggish, wacky, side-splitting, 11b- 
tickling 

-opposites serious 

drone ►verb ©a plane droned overhead hum, 
buzz, whirr, vibrate, murmur, nimble, puir 
© he drmed on about right and wrong speak bor 
ingly, go on and on, talk at length, intone, 
pontificate, informal spout, sound off. jaw, spiel, 
speechify 

► noun Qthe drone of aircraft taking off hum, buzz, 
whirr, vibration, murmur, purr © drones sup- 
ported by taxpayers’ money hanger-on, parasite, 
leech, passengei, idler, loafer, layabout, good- 
for-nothing, do-nothing, informal lazybones, 
scrounger, sponger, cadger, freeloader, blood- 
sucker, waster, slacker 

drool ►verb his mouth was drooling salivate, 
dnbble, slaver, slobber, Scottish & Insh slabber 

► noun a fine trickle of drool saliva, spit, spittle, 
dribble, slaver, slobber 

droop ►verb ©the dog’s tail is drooping hang 
(down), dangle, sag. flop, wilt, sink, slump, 
drop, drape Qhis eyelids were drooping close, 
shut, fall Qthe news made her droop be des 
pondent, lose heart, give up hope, become dis- 
pirited, become dejected, flag, languish, wilt 

droopy ►adjective hanging (down), dangling, 
falling, dropping, draped, bent, bowed, stoop- 
ing, sagging, flopping, wilting 

drop ►verb QEnc dropped the box let fall, let 
go of, lose one’s gnp on, release, unhand, re- 
linquish ©water drops from the cave roof drip, 
fall, dnbble, tnckle, run, plop, leak Qa plane 
dropped out of the sky fall, descend, plunge, 
plummet, dive, nosedive, tumble, pitch ©she 
dropped to her knees fall, sink, collapse, slump, 
tumble © (informal) I was dropping with exhaus- 
tion collapse, faint, pass out, black out, 
swoon, keel over, informal flake out, conk out 
©the track dropped from the ndge slope down 
wards, slant downwards, descend, go down, 
fall away, sink, dip ©the exchange rate dropped 
decrease, lessen, reduce, diminish, depreciate; 
fall, decline, dwindle, sink, slump, plunge, 
plummet Q pupils can drop history if they wish 
give up, finish with, withdraw from, discon- 
tinue, end, stop, cease, halt, abandon, forgo, re- 
linquish, dispense with, have done with, informal 
pack in, quit Qhe was dropped from the team 
exclude, discard, expel, oust, throw out, leave 
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out, dismiss, discharge, let go, informal boot out. 
kick out, turf out © he dropped his unsuitable 
friends abandon, desert, throw over, renounce, 
disown, turn one’s back on, wash one’s hands 
of, reject, give up. cast off, neglect, shun, 
poetic (literary forsake ©he dropped all reference to 
compensation omit, leave out, eliminate, take 
out, miss out, delete, cut, eiase © the taxi 
dropped her off deliver, bring, take, convey, 
carry, transport, leave, unload ©drop the gun 
on the ground put, place, deposit, set, lay, leave, 
informal pop. plonk ©she dropped names men 
tion, refer to, hint at, bring up, raise, broach, 
introduce, show off © the team has yet to drop 
a point lose, concede, give away 
-opposites lift, rise, increase, keep, win 

► noun Qu drop of water droplet, blob, globule, 
bead, bubble, tear, dot, informal glob 0 it needs a 
drop of oil small amount, little, bit, dash, spot, 
dribble, driblet, sprinkle, trickle, splash, dab, 
speck, smattenng, sprinkling, modicum, informal 
smidgen, tad Qan and drop sweet, lozenge, 
pastille, bonbon, N Amer candy Oa small drop 
in projits decrease, reduction, decline, fall-off, 
downturn, slump, cut, cutback, curtailment, 
depreciation 01 walked to the edge oj the drop 
cliff, abyss, chasm, gorge, gully, piecipicc, 
slope, descent, incline Qthe hangman measured 
her for the diop hanging, gibbeting, execution, 
informal stringing up 
— opposi I f s increase 

■ drop back/behind fall back/behind, get left 
behind, lag behind, straggle lingei, dawdle, 
dally, hang back, loiter, bring/take up the icai, 
informal dilly-dally 

■ drop off O trude dropped off sharply Sec drop 
verb sense 7 Qshe kept dropping off fall 
asleep, doze (off) nap, catnap, drowse, informal 
nod off, drift off, snooze, take forty winks 

■ drop out of he dropped out of his studies See 
drop verb sense 8 

dropout ► noun nonconformist, hippy, beat- 
nik, bohemian, free spirit, rebel, idler, lay- 
about. loafer, informal oddball, deadbeat, wastei 

droppings ►plural noun excrement, excreta, 
faeces, stools, dung, ordure, manure, informal 
pooh 

dross ►noun rubbish, junk, debris, chaff, de- 
tritus, flotsam and jetsam. N Amer garbage, 
trash, informal dreck 

drought ► noun DRY spell, lack of rain, short- 
age of water 

drove ►noun Qa drove of cattle herd, flock, 
pack 0they came in droves crowd, swarm, 
hoide, multitude, mob, throng, host, mass, 
army, herd 

drown ►verb Qhe nearly drowned suffocate in 
water, inhale water, go to a watery grave 
e the valleys were drowned flood, submerge, 
immerse, inundate, deluge, swamp, engulf 
G his voice was drowned out by the footsteps make 
inaudible, overpower, overwhelm, ovemde, 
muffle, deaden, stifle, extinguish 

drowse ►verb they like to drowse in the sun 
doze, nap, catnap, rest, informal snooze, get forty 
winks, get some shut-eye, Bnt informal kip, N 
Amer informal catch some Zs. 

► noun she had been woken from her drowse doze, 
light sleep, nap, catnap, rest, informal snooze, 
forty winks, shut-eye; Bnt informal kip 


drowsy ► adjective O the tablet made her drowsy 
sleepy, dozy, heavy-eyed, groggy, somnolent, 
tired, weary, fatigued, exhausted, yawning, 
nodding, lethargic, sluggish, torpid, listless, 
languid, informal snoozy, dopey, yawny, dead 
beat, all in, dog-tired, Bnt informal knackered 
0 a drowsy afternoon soporific, sleep-inducing, 
sleepy, somniferous, narcotic, sedative, tran- 
quillizing, lulling, soothing 
-opposites alert, invigorating 

drubbing ► noun Q I gave him a good drubbing 
beating, thrashing, walloping, thumping, bat- 
tering, pounding, pummelling, slapping, 
punching, pelting, informal hammering, licking, 
clobbering, belting, bashing, pasting, tanning, 
hiding, kicking 0 (informal) Scotland’s i-0 drub- 
bing bv France See defeat noun sense 1 

drudge ► noun a household drudge menial work 
er, slave, lackey, servant, labourer, workei, 
maid/ man of all work, informal gofer, runner, 
Bnt informal dogsbody, skivvy, Bnt dated char- 
woman. charlady, char 

► verb (archaic) he drudged in the fields See toil verb 
sense 1 

drudgery ► noun hard work, menial work, 
donkey work, toil, labour, chores, informal 
skivvying, Bnt informal graft, Austral (NZ informal 
(hard) yakka 

drug ►noun O drugs prescribed bv doctors medi 
cine, medication, medicament, remedy, cure, 
antidote Qshe was under the influence of drugs 
narcotic, stimulant, hallucinogen, informal 
dope, gear, downer, upper 

► verb Q he was drugged anaesthetize, narcotize, 
poison, knock out, stupefy, .nformal dope Qshe 
drugged his coffee add drugs to, tamper with, 
adulterate, contaminate, lace, poison, informal 
dope, spike, doctor 

drugged ►adjective stupefied, insensible, be- 
fuddled, delirious, hallucinating, narcotized, 
anaesthetized, knocked out, informal stoned, 
high (as a kite), doped, tripping, spaced out, 
wasted, wrecked, off one’s head 
-opposites sobei 

drum ► noun Q the beat of a drum percussion in- 
strument, bongo, tom-tom, snare drum, kettle- 
drum, histoncal tambour See list at percussion 
Qthe steady drum of raindrops beat, rhythm, 
patter, tap, pounding, thump, thud, rattle, 
pitter-patter, pit-a-pat, rat-a-tat, thrum Qa 
drum of radioactive waste canister, barrel, cylin- 
der, tank, bin, can, container 

► verb Qshe drummed her fingers on the desk tap, 
beat, rap, thud, thump, tattoo, thrum Qthe 
rules were drummed into us at school instil, drive, 
din, hammer, drill, drub, implant, ingrain, in- 
culcate 

■ drum someone out expel, dismiss, throw 
out, oust, drive out, get rid of, exclude, banish, 
informal give someone the boot, boot out, kick 
out, give someone their marching orders, give 
someone the push, show someone the door, 
send packing, Military cashier. 

■ drum something up round up, gather, col- 
lect, summon, attract, canvass, solicit, petition 

drunk ► adjective intoxicated, inebriated, 
drunken, incapable, tipsy, the worse for dnnk, 
under the influence, informal tight, merry, in 
one’s cups, three sheets to the wind, pie-eyed, 
plastered, smashed, wrecked, wasted, sloshed, 
soused, sozzled, blotto, stewed, pickled, tanked 
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(up), off one’s face, out of one’s head, ratted, 
Bnt informal legless, bewied, paralytic, Brahms 
and Liszt, half cut, out of it, bladdered, 
trolleyed, squiffy, tiddly, N Amer informal loaded, 
trashed, juiced, sauced, out of one’s gourd, in 
the bag, zoned, euphemistic tired and emotional, 
informal, dated lit up 
-opposites sober 

► noun drunkard, inebriate, dnnker, tippler, im- 
biber. sot, heavy dnnker, problem dnnker, al- 
coholic, dipsomaniac, informal boozer, soak, 
lush, wino, alky, sponge, barfly, tosspot, 
Austral / NZ informal hophead, metho, archaic toper 
-opposites teetotaller 

drunken ► adjective ©a drunken driver See 
drunk adjective ©a drunken all-night party de 
bauched. dissipated, carousing, roistenng, in- 
temperate, unrestrained, uninhibited, aban- 
doned, bacchanalian, bacchic, informal boozy 
drunkenness ► noun intoxication, inebri- 
ation. insobriety, tipsiness, intemperance, 
ovenndulgence, debauchery, heavy dnnking, 
alcoholism, alcohol abuse, dipsomania 
dry ► adjective ©the dry desert arid, parched, 
droughty, scorched, baked, waterless, moisture- 
less, rainless, dehydrated, desiccated, thirsty, 
bone dry. ©dry leaves parched, dried, 
withered, shrivelled, wilted, wizened, cnsp, 
crispy, brittle, dehydrated, desiccated ©the 
hamburgers were dry hard, stale, old, past its 
best, off Qa dry well waterless, empty Ql'm 
really dry. thirsty, dehydrated, informal parched, 
gasping ©it was dry work, thirsty, thirst- 
making. hot, strenuous, arduous ©dry toast 
unbuttered, butterless, plain ©the dry facts 
bare, simple, basic, fundamental, stark, bald, 
hard, straightforward Qa dry debate dull, un- 
interesting, bonng, unexciting, tedious, tire- 
some, wearisome, dreary, monotonous, un- 
imaginative. sterile, flat, bland, lacklustre, 
stodgy, prosaic, humdrum, mundane; informal 
deadly (Qa dry sense of humour wry, subtle, la- 
conic. sharp, ironic, sardonic, sarcastic, cynical, 
satirical, mocking, droll, informal waggish. Bnt in- 
formal sarky Qa dry response to his cordial ad - 
vance unemotional, indifferent, impassive, 
cool, cold, emotionless, reserved, restrained, 
impersonal, formal, stiff, wooden ©this is a 
dry state teetotal, prohibitionist, alcohol-free, 
non*dnnkmg, abstinent, sober, informal on the 
wagon, ©dry white wine crisp, sharp, piquant, 
tart, bitter. 

-opposites wet, moist, fresh, lively, emotion- 
al, sweet 

► verb ©the sun dried the ground parch, scorch, 
bake, dehydrate, desiccate, dehumidify ©dry 
the leaves completely dehydrate, desiccate, 
wither, shnvel ©he dried the dishes towel, 
rub, mop up, blot up, soak up, absorb ©she 
dried her eyes wipe, rub, dab © methods of drying 
meat * desiccate, dehydrate, preserve, cure, 
smoke 

— oppositbs moisten 

■ dry out give up drinking, give up alcohol, be- 
come teetotal, take the pledge; informal go on 
the wagon 

■ dry up © (informal) he dried up and didn’t say 
another thing; stop speaking, stop talking, fall 
silent, shut up; forget one’s words ©investment 
may dry up. dwindle, subside, peter out, wane, 
taper off, ebb, come to a halt/end, run out, 
give out, disappear, vanish. 


dual * adjective double, twofold, bmaiy. dupli- 
cate, twin, matching, paired, coupled 
-opposites single 

dub ► verb ©he was dubbed * the world's sexiest 
man' nickname, call, name, label, christen, 
term, tag, entitle, style; designate, characterize, 
nominate, fonnal denominate ©she dubbed a 
new knight knight, invest 
dubiety ►noun ( formal) doubtfulness, uncer- 
tainty, unsureness, incertitude, ambiguity, am- 
bivalence, confusion, hesitancy, doubt 
dubious ►adjective ©I was rather dubious about 
the idea doubtful, uncertain, unsure, hesitant, 
undecided, indefinite, unresolved, up m the 
air, vacillating, irresolute, sceptical, suspicious, 
informal iffy ©a dubious businessman suspicious, 
suspect, untrustworthy, unreliable, question- 
able, informal shady, fishy, Bnt informal dodgy 
-opposites certain, trustworthy 
duck 1 ► noun drake, duckling See lists at bird, 
fowl 

duck 2 ► verb ©he ducked behind the wall bob 
down, bend (down), stoop (down), crouch 
(down), squat (down), hunch down, hunker 
down, cower, cringe ©she was ducked in the 
nver dip, dunk, plunge, immerse, submerge, 
lower, sink © (informal) they cannot duck the issue 
forever shirk, dodge, evade, avoid, elude, es- 
cape, back out of, shun, eschew, sidestep, by- 
pass. circumvent, informal cop out of, get out of, 
wriggle out of, funk. Austral /NZ informal duck- 
shove 

duct ►noun tube, channel, canal, vessel, con- 
duit. culvert, pipe, pipeline, outlet, inlet, flue, 
shaft, vent, Anatomy ductus, ductule 
ductile ►adjective © ductile metals pliable, pli- 
ant, flexible, supple, plastic, tensile, soft, malle- 
able, workable, bendable, informal bendy ©a 
way to make people ductile docile, obedient, sub- 
missive, meek, mild, lamblike, willing, accom- 
modating, amenable, cooperative, compliant, 
malleable, tractable, biddable, persuadable 
-opposites bnttle, intransigent 
dud ( informal) ►noun their new product is a dud 
failure, flop, let-down, disappointment, Bnt 
damp squib, informal washout, lemon, no-hoper, 
non-starter, dead loss, lead balloon, N Amer in- 
formal clinker 
-opposites success 

► adjective ©a dud typevmter defective, faulty, 
unsound, inoperative, broken, malfunctioning, 
informal bust, busted, kaput, conked out, Brit in- 
formal duff, knackered ©a dud £50 note, coun- 
terfeit, fraudulent, forged, fake, faked, false, 
bogus, invalid, worthless; informal phoney 
-opposites sound, genuine 
dudgeon 

■ in high dudgeon indignantly, resentfully, 
angrily, furiously, in a temper, in anger, with 
displeasure; informal in a huff, in a paddy, as 
cross as two sticks, seeing red, Bnt mfonnal, dated 
in a bate, in a wax. 

due ►adjective ©their fees were due : owing, 
owed, payable, outstanding, overdue, unpaid, 
unsettled, undischarged; N. Amer delinquent. 
© the chancellor's statement is due today : expect- 
ed, anticipated, scheduled for, awaited, re- 
quired. ©the respect due to a great artist • oe- 
served by, merited by, warranted by; appropri- 
ate to, fit for, fitting for, right for, proper to. 
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© he drove without due care, proper, correct, 
rightful, suitable, appropriate, apt, adequate, 
sufficient, enough, satisfactory, requisite 

► noun O he attracts more criticism than is his due 
rightful treatment, fair treatment, just pun- 
ishment, right, entitlement, just deserts, informal 
comeuppance Q members have paid their dues 
fee, subscription, charge, payment, contribu- 
tion 

► adverb he hiked due north directly, straight, 
exactly, precisely, dead 

■ due to O her death was due to an infection at 
tributable to, caused by, ascribed to. because 
of, put down to Qthe train was cancelled due to 
staff shortages because of, owing to, on account 
of, as a consequence of, as a result of, thanks 
to, in view of, formal by reason of 

duel ► noun Qhe was Med in a duel mano-a- 
mano, single combat, fight, confrontation, 
head-to-head, informal face-off. shoot-out. archaic 
rencounter Qa snooker duel contest, match, 
game, meet, encounter 

► verb they duelled with swords fight a duel, fight, 
battle, combat, contend 

duff ► adjective ( Bnt informal) See bad sense 1 

duffer ► noun ( informal) See dunce 

dulcet ► adjective sweet, soothing, mellow, 
honeyed, mellifluous, euphonious, pleasant, 
agreeable, melodious, melodic, lilting, lyrical, 
silvery, golden 
-opposites harsh 

dull ►adjective ©u dull novel uninteresting, bor- 
ing. tedious, monotonous, unrelieved, unvar- 
ied, unimaginative, uneventful, characterless, 
featureless, colourless, lifeless, insipid, unexcit- 
ing, uninspiring, unstimulating, jejune, flat, 
bland, diy, stale, tired, banal, lacklustre, 
stodgy, dreary, humdrum, mundane, mind- 
numbing, soul-destroying, wearisome, tinng, 
tiresome, irksome, informal deadly, not up to 
much, Bnt informal samey, N Amer informal 
dullsville dull morning overcast, cloudy, 
gloomy, dark, dismal, dreary, sombre, grey, 
murky, sunless ©dull colours drab, dreary, 
sombre, dark, subdued, muted, lacklustre, 
faded, washed out, muddy ©a dull sound muf 
fled, muted, quiet, soft, faint, indistinct, 
stifled, suppressed Qthe chisel became dull 
blunt, unsharpened, edgeless, worn down ©u 
rather dull child unintelligent, stupid, slow, wit- 
less, vacuous, empty-headed, brainless, mind- 
less, foolish, idiotic, informal dense, dim, moron- 
ic, cretinous, half-witted, thick, dumb, dopey, 
dozy, bovine, slow on the uptake, wooden- 
headed, fat-headed © her cold made her feel dull 
sluggish, lethargic, enervated, listless, languid, 
torpid, slow, sleepy, drowsy, weary, tired, fa- 
tigued; apathetic; informal dozy, dopey, yawny 
-opposites interesting, bright, loud, resonant, 
sharp, clever 

► verb Qthe pain was dulled by drugs lessen, de- 
crease, dimmish, reduce, dampen, blunt, dead- 
en, allay, ease, soothe, assuage, alleviate 
© sleep dulled her mind: numb, benumb, deaden, 
desensitize, stupefy, daze Qthe leaves are dulled 
by mildew fade, bleach, decolonze, decolour, 
etiolate. Qrain dulled the sky : darken, blacken, 
dim, veil, obscure, shadow, fog © the sombre at - 
mosphere dulled her spirit, dampen, lower, de- 
press, crush, sap, extinguish, smother, stifle. 


-opposites intensify, enliven, enhance, bright- 
en 

dullard ► noun idiot, fool, stupid person, 
simpleton, ignoramus, oaf, dunce, dolt, informal 
duffer, moron, cretin, imbecile, nincompoop, 
dope, chump, nitwit, dimwit, birdbrain, pea- 
brain, numbskull, fathead, dumbo, dum-dum. 
donkey, Bnt informal wally, berk, divvy, N Amer 
informal doofus, goof, bozo, dummy, Austral / NZ in- 
formal galah 

duly ►adverb Qthe document was duly signed 
properly, correctly, appropriately, suitably, fit- 
tingly Qhe duly arrived to collect Alice at the 
right time, on time, punctually 

dumb ►adjective ©she stood dumb while he shout- 
ed mute, speechless, tongue-tied, silent, at a 
loss for words, taciturn, uncommunicative, 
untalkative, tight-lipped, close-mouthed, informal 
mum Q (informal) he is not as dumb as you’d think 
stupid, unintelligent, ignorant, dense, brain- 
less, mindless, foolish, slow, dull, simple, 
empty-headed, vacuous, vapid, idiotic, half- 
baked. imbecilic, bovine, informal thick, dim, 
moronic, cretinous, dopey, dozy, thickheaded, 
wooden-headed, fat-headed, birdbrained, pea- 
brained, Bnt informal daft 
-opposites clever 

dumbfound ► verb astonish, astound, amaze, 
stagger, surprise, startle, stun, confound, stu- 
pefy, daze, nonplus, take aback, stop someone 
in their tracks, strike dumb, leave open- 
mouthed. leave aghast, informal flabbergast, 
floor, knock sideways, bowl over, Bnt informal 
knock for six 

dumbfounded ► adjective astonished, as- 
tounded, amazed, staggered, surprised, star- 
tled, stunned, confounded, nonplussed, stupe- 
fied, dazed, dumbstruck, open-mouthed, 
speechless, thunderstruck, taken aback, discon- 
certed. informal flabbergasted, flummoxed, Bnt in- 
formal gobsmacked 

dummy ►noun ©a shop-window dummy manne 
quin, model, figure Qthe book is just a dummy 
mock-up, imitation, likeness, lookalike, repre- 
sentation, substitute, sample, replica, reproduc- 
tion, counterfeit, sham, fake, forgery, informal 
dupe © (informal) you're a dummy See idiot 

► adjective a dummy attack on the airfield simu 
lated, feigned, pretended, practice, trial, mock, 
make-believe, mfomnal pretend, phoney 
-opposites real 

dump ► noun © take the rubbish to the dump tip, 
rubbish dump, rubbish heap, dumping ground, 
dustheap, slag heap Q (informal) the house is a 
dump hovel, shack, slum, mess, informal hole, 
pigsty 

► verb © he dumped his bag on the table put down, 
set down, deposit, place, shove, unload, drop, 
throw down, informal stick, park, plonk, Bnt infor- 
mal bung, N Amer informal plunk Qthey will 
dump asbestos at the site dispose of, get nd of, 
throw away/out, discard, bin, jettison, informal 
ditch, junk Q (informal) he dumped her abandon, 
desert, leave, jilt, break up with, finish with, 
throw over, informal walk out on, rat on, drop, 
ditch, chuck, give someone the elbow, Bnt infor- 
mal give someone the big E 

dumps 

■ down In the dumps ( informal) unhappy, sad, 
depressed, gloomy, glum, melancholy, miser- 


dumpy | dwarf 


258 


able, dejected, despondent, dispirited, down- 
hearted, downcast, down, low, heavy-hearted, 
dismal, desolate, tearful, upset, informal blue, 
down in the mouth, fed up 
dumpy ► adjective short, squat, stubby, plump, 
stout, chubby, chunky, portly, fat, bulky, mfor- 
mal tubby, roly-poly, pudgy, porky, Bnt informal 
podgy 

-opposites tall, slender 

dun 1 ► adjective a dun row greyish-brown, 
brownish, mousy, muddy, khaki, umber 
dun 2 ► verb you can't dun me for her debts impor 
tune, press, plague, pester, nag, harass, hound, 
badger, informal hassle, bug, N English informal 
mither 

dunce ► noun fool, idiot, stupid person, 
simpleton, ignoramus, dullard, informal dummy, 
dumbo, clot, thickhead, nitwit, dimwit, half- 
wit, moron, cretin, imbecile, dope, duffer, 
booby, chump, numbskull, nincompoop, 
fathead, airhead, birdbrain, pea-brain, ninny, 
ass, Bnt informal wally, berk, divvy, N Amer infor- 
mal doofiis, goof, schmuck, bozo, lummox, 
Austral / NZ informal galah 
-opposites genius 

dune ►noun bank, mound, hillock, hummock, 
knoll, ndge. heap, drift 

dung ►noun manure, muck, excrement, faeces, 
droppings, ordure, cowpats 
dungeon ►noun underground prison, oubli- 
ette. cell, jail, lock-up 

dupe ►verb they were duped by a con man de 
ceive, trick, hoodwink, hoax, swindle, defraud, 
cheat, double-cross, gull, mislead, take in, fool, 
inveigle, infonnal con, do, rip off, diddle, shaft, 
bilk, rook, pull the wool over someone’s eyes, 
pull a fast one on. sell a pup to. N Amer informal 
sucker, snooker. Austral informal pull a swifty on 

► noun an innocent dupe m her game victim, gull, 
pawn, puppet, instrument, fool, innocent, infor- 
mal sucker, stooge, sitting duck, muggins, fall 
guy, Bnt informal mug, N Amer informal pigeon, 
patsy, sap 

duplicate ►noun a duplicate of the invoice 
copy, carbon copy, photocopy, facsimile, mim- 
eograph, reprint, replica, reproduction, clone, 
informal dupe, trademark Xerox, photostat 

► adjective duplicate keys matching, identical, twin, 
corresponding, equivalent 

► verb Qshe will duplicate the newsletter copy, 
photocopy, photostat, xerox, mimeograph, re- 
produce, replicate, repnnt, run off © a feat dif- 
ficult to duplicate repeat, do again, redo, repli- 
cate 

duplicity ► noun deceitfulness, deceit, decep- 
tion, double-dealing, underhandedness, dishon- 
esty, fraud, fraudulence, sharp practice, chican- 
ery, trickery, subterfuge, skulduggery, treach- 
ery, informal crookedness, shadiness, dirty tncks, 
shenamgans. monkey business, poetic/ literary per- 
fidy. 

-opposites honesty 

durability ► noun imperishability, durableness, 
longevity; resilience, strength, sturdiness, 
toughness, robustness. 

-opposites fragility. 

durable ►adjactlva O durable carpets * hard- 
wearing, long-lasting, heavy-duty, tough, resist- 
ant, imperishable, indestructible, strong, 


sturdy ©a durable peace lasting, long-lasting, 
long-term, enduring, persistent, abiding, stable, 
secure, firm, deep-rooted, permanent, undying, 
everlasting 

-opposites delicate, short-lived 

duration ► noun full length, time, time span, 
time scale, period, term, span, fullness, length, 
extent, continuation 

duress ► noun coercion, compulsion, force, 
pressure, intimidation, constraint, threats, infor- 
mal arm-twisting 

during ►conjunction throughout, through, in, 
in the course of, for the time of 

dusk ► noun twilight, nightfall, sunset, sun- 
down, evening, close of day, semi-darkness, 
gloom, murkiness, poetic/ literary gloaming, even- 
tide 

-opposites dawn 

dusky ►adjective Qthe dusky countryside shad 
owy, dark, dim, gloomy, murky, shady, unlit, 
umlluminated, sunless, moonless © (dated) a 
dusky maiden dark-skinned, dark, olive-skinned, 
swarthy, ebony, black, tanned, bronzed, brown 
-opposites bright, fair 

dust ► noun © the desk was covered in dust dirt, 
grime, filth, smut, soot, fine powder ©they 
fought in the dust earth, soil, dirt, ground 
► verb ©she dusted her mantelpiece wipe, clean, 
brush, sweep, mop Qdust the cake with icing 
sugar sprinkle, scatter, powder, dredge, sift, 
covei, strew 

dUSt-Up ► noun ( informal) See scraps noun 

dusty ►adjective Qthe floor was dusty dirty, 
gnmy, grubby, unclean, soiled, mucky, sooty, 
undusted, informal grungy, cruddy, Bnt informal 
grotty © dusty sandstone powdery, crumbly, 
chalky, friable, granular, gntty, sandy ©a 
dusty pink muted, dull, faded, pale, pastel, sub- 
tle. greyish, darkish, dirty ©(finf) a dusty an- 
swer curt, abrupt, terse, brusque, blunt, short, 
sharp, tart, gruff, offhand, informal snippy, 
snappy 

-opposites clean, bnght 

dutiful ►adjective conscientious, responsible, 
dedicated, devoted, attentive, obedient, compli- 
ant, submissive, biddable, deferential, reverent, 
reverential, respectful, good 
-opposites remiss 

duty ► noun Qshe was free of any duty responsi 
bility, obligation, commitment, allegiance, loy- 
alty. faithfulness, fidelity, homage ©it was his 
duty to attend the king, job, task, assignment, 
mission, function, charge, place, role, responsi- 
bility, obligation, dated office Qthe duty was 
raised on alcohol tax, levy, tariff, excise, toll, 
fee, payment, rate, dues 

■ off duty not working, at leisure, on holiday, 
on leave, off (work), free. 

■ on duty working, at work, busy, occupied, 
engaged, informal on the job, tied up 

dwarf ►noun ©person of restricted growth, 
small person, short person; midget, pygmy, 
manikin, homunculus. Qthe wizard captured the 
dwarf gnome, goblin, hobgoblin, troll, imp, elf, 
brownie, leprechaun 

► adjective dwarf conifers’ miniature, small, little, 
tiny, toy, pocket, diminutive, baby, pygmy, 
stunted, undersized, undersize; Scottish wee; in- 
formal mini, teeny, teeny-weeny, itsy-bitsy, rid- 
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dly, pint-sized, Bnt informal titchy, N Amer informal 

little-bitty 

-opposites giant 

► verb Qthe buildings dwarf the trees dominate. 
tower over, loom over, overshadow, overtop 
Qher progress was dwarfed by her sister’s success 
overshadow, outshine, surpass, exceed, out- 
class, outstrip, outdo, top, trump, transcend, 
dimmish, minimize 

dwell ► verb (formal) gypsies dwell in these caves 
reside, live, be settled, be housed, lodge, stay, 
informal put up, formal abide, be domiciled 
■ dwell on linger over, mull over, muse on, 
biood about/over, think about, be preoccupied 
by, be obsessed by, eat one’s heart out over, 
harp on about, discuss at length 
dwelling ►noun (formal) residence, home, 
house, accommodation, lodging place, lodg- 
ings, quarters, rooms, informal place, pad, digs, 
formal abode, domicile, habitation See list at 
HOME 

dwindle ►verb Qthe population dwindled dimin 
ish, decrease, reduce, lessen, shrink, fall off, 
tail off, drop, fall, slump, plummet, disappear, 
vanish, die out, informal nosedive Qher career 
dwindled decline, deteriorate, fail, slip, slide, 
fade, go downhill, go to rack and min, informal 
go to pot. go to the dogs, hit the skids, go 
down the toilet. Austral /NZ informal go to the 
pack 

-opposites increase, flourish 
dye ► noun a blue dve colourant, colouring, col- 
our, dyestuff, pigment, tint, stain, wash See list 

► verb the gloves were dyed colour, tint, pigment, 
stain, wash 


Dyes 

See also colour. 


alizarin 

gentian 

purpurin 

alkanet 

violet 

reddle 

aniline dye 

henna 

rhodamine 

annatto 

indigo 

rosanalme 

azodye 

induline 

saffron 

basic dye 

kermes 

sappanwood 

cochineal 

litmus 

Saxon blue 

copper 

madder 

tartrazine 

sulphate 

magenta 

Turkey red 

diazo 

orchil 

turmeric 

compound 

orplment 

Tyrian purple 

eosln 

Perkin’s 

weld 

flavin 

mauve 

woad 

fluorescein 

phthalocyanlne 

xanthene dye 

fuchslne 

dye 

zedoary 

fustic 

picric add 


garandn 

Prussian blue 



dyed-ln-the-wool ► adjective inveterate 
confirmed, entrenched, established, long 
standing, deep-rooted, diehard, complete, abso 
lute, thorough, thoroughgoing, out-and-out 
true blue, firm, unshakeable, staunch, stead 
fast, committed, devoted, dedicated, loyal, un 


dwell | dyspeptic 

swerving, N Amer full-bore, informal deep-dyed, 
card-carrying 

dying ►adjective Qhis dying aunt terminally 
ill, at death’s door, on one’s deathbed, near 
death, fading fast, expiring, monbund, not 
long for this world, in extremis, informal on 
one’s last legs, having one foot in the grave 
Q a dying art form declining, vanishing, fading, 
ebbing, waning, informal on the way out Qher 
dying words final, last, deathbed 
-opposites thnving, first 

► noun he took her dying very hard death, demise, 
passing, loss of life, quietus, formal decease, ar- 
chaic expiry 

dynamic ► adjective energetic, spirited, active, 
lively, zestful, vital, vigorous, forceful, power- 
ful, positive, high-powered, aggressive, bold, 
enterpnsing, magnetic, passionate, fiery, high- 
octane, informal go-getting, peppy, full of get-up- 
and-go, full of vim and vigour, gutsy, spunky, 
feisty, go-ahead 
-opposites half-hearted 

dynamism ►noun energy, spirit, liveliness, 
zestfulness, vitality, vigour, forcefulness, 
power, potency, positivity, aggression, dnve, 
ambition, enterprise, magnetism, passion, fire, 
informal pep, get-up-and-go, vim and vigour, 
guts, feistiness 

dynasty ► noun bloodline, line, ancestral line, 
lineage, house, family, ancestry, descent, suc- 
cession, genealogy, family tree, regime, rule, 
reign, empire, sovereignty See list 


Dynasties 


Abbasid 

Jagiellon 

Safavid 

Achaemenid 

Kajar 

Sassanian 

Almohad 

Kushan 

Saudi 

Attalid 

Lancaster, 

Seleudd 

Bourbon 

House of 

Seljuk 

Braga nza 

Uao 

Shang 

Capetian 

Manchu 

Stuart 

Carolingian 

Mauryan 

Sul 

Eastern Jin 

Merovingian 

Sung 

Eastern Zhou 

Ming 

Tang 

Egyptian 

Mogul 

Tudor 

(1 st-31 st) 

Orange, 

Umayyad 

Fatimid 

House of 

Valois 

Flavian 

Ottoman 

Western Jin 

Ghaznavid 

Plantagenet 

Western Zhou 

Gupta 

Qin 

Windsor 

Habsburg 

Qing 

York, House of 

Han 

Romanov 

Yuan 

lin 

Rurlk 

Zhou 


dyspeptic ► adjective bad-tempered, short- 
tempered, irritable, snappish, testy, tetchy, 
touchy, crabby, crotchety, grouchy, cantanker- 
ous, peevish, cross, disagreeable, waspish, 
prickly, informal snappy, on a short fuse, Bnt infor- 
mal stroppy, ratty, eggy, like a bear with a sore 
head, N Amer informal cranky, ornery 


each ► pronoun there are 5000 books and each must 
be cleaned every one, each one, each and every 
one, all, the whole lot 

► determiner he visited each month every, each and 
every, every single 

► adverb they gave a tenner each apiece, per per- 
son, per capita, from each, individually, re- 
spectively, severally 

eager ► adjactive Q small eager faces keen, en- 
thusiastic, avid, fervent, ardent, motivated, 
wholehearted, dedicated, committed, earnest, 
informal mad keen, (as) keen as mustard ©we 
were eager for news anxious, impatient, longing, 
yearning, wishing, hoping, hopeful, desirous 
of, hankering after, on the edge of one’s seat, 
on tenterhooks, on pins and needles, informal 
itching, gagging, dying 
-opposites apathetic 

eagemass ► noun keenness, enthusiasm, 
avidity, fervour, zeal, wholeheartedness, earn- 
estness. commitment, dedication, impatience, 
desire, longing, yearning, hunger, appetite, am- 
bition, informal yen 

ear ► noun Q an infection of the ear See list © he 
had the ear of the president attention, notice, 
heed, regard, consideration ©he has an ear for 
a good song appreciation, discrimination, per- 
ception 

-related terms aural, auricular 

■ play it by ear See play 


Parts of the Human Ear 


auditory canal 
auditory nerve 
auricle or pinna 
basilar membrane 
cochlea 

eardrum or tympanic 
membrane 
enddymph 
Eustachian tube 
hair ceW 
incus or anvil 
inner ear 


malleus or hammer 
middle ear 
organ of Corti 
outer ear 
perilymph 
saccule 

semicircular canal 
stapes or stirrup 
tectorial membrane 
utrfde 
vestibule 


early ► adjective ©early copies of the book, ad- 
vance, forward; initial, preliminary, first, pilot, 
tnal ©an early death untimely, premature, un- 
seasonable, before time © early man primitive, 
ancient, prehistoric, primeval, poetic/ literary of 
yore ©an early official statement prompt, time- 
ly. quick, speedy, rapid, fast. 

-oppositbs late, modem, overdue 

► adverb © Rachel has to get up early in the early 
morning; at dawn, at daybreak, at cockcrow, 
with the lark, ©they hoped to leave school early 
before the usual time, prematurely, too soon, 
ahead of time, ahead of schedule 
-opposites late. 

earmark ► verb the cash had been earmarked for 
the firm, set aside, keep (back), reserve, desig- 
nate, assign, mark, allocate, allot, devote, 
pledge, give over 


► noun he has all the earmarks of a leader charac- 
teristics, attribute, feature, hallmark, quality 
earn ► verb © they earned 120,000’ be paid, take 
home, gross, receive, get, make, obtain, collect, 
bnng in, informal pocket, bank, rake in, net, bag 
© he has earned their trust deserve, merit, war- 
rant, justify, be worthy of, gam. win, secure, 
establish, obtain, procure, get, acquire, informal 
clinch 

-opposites lose 

earnest 1 ► adjective ©he is dreadfully earnest 
serious, solemn, grave, sober, humourless, 
staid, intense, committed, dedicated, keen, dili- 
gent, zealous, thoughtful, cerebral, deep, pro- 
found © earnest prayer devout, heartfelt, 
wholehearted, sincere, impassioned, fervent, 
ardent, intense, urgent 
-opposites frivolous, half-hearted 
■ in earnest © we are in earnest about stopping 
burglaries serious, sincere, wholehearted, 
genuine, committed, firm, resolute, deter- 
mined e he started writing in earnest, zealously. 
purposefully, determinedly, resolutely, passion- 
ately, wholeheartedly 

earnest 2 ► noun an earnest of a good harvest 
sign, token, promise, guarantee, pledge, assur- 
ance, security, surety, deposit 
earnestly ► adverb seriously, solemnly, 
gravely, intently, sincerely, resolutely, firmly, 
ardently, fervently, eagerly 
earnings ► plural noun income, wages, salary, 
stipend, pay, payment, fees, revenue, yield, 
profit, takings, proceeds, dividends, return, re- 
muneration 

earth ►noun ©the moon orbits the earth world, 
globe, planet See list at crust ©a trembling of 
the earth land, ground, terra firma, floor, ©he 
ploughed the earth soil, clay. loam. dirt, sod, 
turf, ground ©the fox's earth den. lair, sett, 
burrow, warren, hole, retreat, shelter, hideout, 
hideaway, informal hidey-hole 
-related terms terrestnal, telluric 
earthenware ► noun pottery, crockery, 
stoneware; china, porcelain, pots See list at pot 
tery 

earthly ►adjective ©the earthly environment. 
terrestrial, tellunc © the promise of earthly de- 
light s’ worldly, temporal, mortal, human, ma- 
terial, carnal, fleshly, bodily, physical, corpor- 
eal, sensual © {informal) there is no earthly explan- 
ation for this’ feasible, possible, likely, conceiv- 
able, imaginable 

-opposites extraterrestrial, heavenly 
earthquake ►noun (earth) tremor, shock, 
foreshock, aftershock, convulsion, informal 
quake, shake, trembler. 

-related terms seismic, 
earthy ► adjective ©an earthy smell: soil-like, 
dirt-like, ©the earthy Calvinistic tradition: down- 
to-earth, unsophisticated, unrefined, simple, 
plain, unpretentious, natural. ©Emma's earthy 
language, bawdy, ribald, off colour, racy, rude, 
vulgar, lewd, crude, foul, coarse, uncouth, un- 
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seemly, indelicate, mdecent, obscene, informal 
blue, locker-room, X-rated, Bnt informal fruity, 
near the knuckle 

ease ►noun Qhe defeated them all with ease ef 
fortlessness, no trouble, simplicity; deftness, 
adroitness, proficiency, mastery ©hi s ease of 
manner, naturalness, casualness, informality, 
amiability, affability, unconcern, composure, 
nonchalance, insouciance ©he couldn’t find any 
ease peace, calm, tranquillity, serenity, repose, 
restfulness, quiet, security, comfort ©a life of 
ease affluence, wealth, prosperity, luxury, 
plenty, comfort, contentment, enjoyment, 
well-being 

—opposites difficulty, formality, trouble, hard- 
ship 

► verb ©the alcohol eased his paw relieve, allevi- 
ate, mitigate, soothe, palliate, moderate, dull, 
deaden, numb, reduce, lighten, diminish ©the 
ram eased off abate, subside, die down, let up, 
slacken off, dimmish, lessen, peter out, relent, 
come to an end ©work helped to ease her mind 
calm, quieten, pacify, soothe, comfort, console, 
hearten, gladden, uplift, encourage ©we want 
to ease their adjustment facilitate, expedite, as- 
sist, help, aid, advance, further, forward, sim- 
plify ©he eased out the cork guide, manoeuvre, 
inch, edge, slide, slip, squeeze 
-opposites aggravate, worsen, hinder 
■ at ease/at one's ease relaxed, calm, se- 
rene, tranquil, unwomed, contented, content, 
happy, comfortable 

easily ►adverb ©/ overcame this problem easily 
effortlessly, comfortably, simply, with ease, 
without difficulty, without a hitch, smoothly, 
skilfully, deftly, smartly, informal no sweat 
©he’s easily the best undoubtedly, without 
doubt, without question, indisputably, undeni- 
ably, definitely, certainly, clearly, obviously, pa- 
tently, by far, far and away, by a mile 

east ► adjective eastern, easterly, onental 

easy ► adjective © the task was very easy uncom 
plicated, undemanding, unchallenging, effort- 
less, painless, trouble-free, facile, simple, 
straightforward, elementary, plain sailing, infor- 
mal easy as pie, a piece of cake, child’s play, 
kids’ stuff, a cinch, no sweat, a doddle, a 
breeze, Brit informal easy-peasy, N Amer informal 
duck soup, a snap, dated a snip, ©easy babies 
docile, manageable, amenable, tractable, com- 
pliant. pliant, acquiescent, obliging, coopera- 
tive, easy-going © an easy target vulnerable, 
susceptible, defenceless, naive, gullible, trust- 
ing ©Vtc’s easy manner, natural, casual, infor- 
mal, unceremonious, unreserved, uninhibited, 
unaffected, easy-going, amiable, affable, genial, 
good-humoured, carefree, nonchalant, uncon- 
cerned, informal laid-back ©an easy life’ calm, 
tranquil, serene, quiet, peaceful, untroubled, 
contented, relaxed, comfortable, secure, safe, 
informal cushy, ©an easy pace leisurely, unhur- 
ried, comfortable, undemanding, easygoing, 
gentle, sedate, moderate, steady Q\informal) 
people think she’s easy: promiscuous, free with 
one’s favours, unchaste, loose, wanton, aban- 
doned, licentious, debauched, informal sluttish, 
whorish, tarty; N Amer informal roundheeled. 
-opposites difficult, demanding, formal, 
chaste. 

•asy-golng ► adjective relaxed, even-tem- 
pered, placid, mellow, mild, happy-go-lucky, 


carefree, free and easy, nonchalant, insouciant, 
imperturbable, amiable, considerate, un- 
demanding, patient, tolerant, lenient, broad- 
minded, understanding, good-natured, pleas- 
ant, agreeable, informal laid-back, unflappable 
-opposites intolerant 

eat ► verb © we ate a hearty breakfast, consume, 
devour, ingest, partake of, gobble (up/down), 
bolt (down), wolf (down), swallow, chew, 
munch, chomp, informal guzzle, nosh, put away, 
tuck into, demolish, dispose of, polish off, get 
stuck into, pig out on, get outside of, Brit infor- 
mal scoff, gollop, N Amer informal scarf, snarf 
©we ate at a local restaurant have a meal, con- 
sume food, feed, snack; breakfast, lunch, dme, 
feast, banquet, informal graze, nosh ©addle 
water can eat away at pipes erode, corrode, wear 
away/down/through, bum through, consume, 
dissolve, disintegrate, crumble, decay, damage, 
destroy 

eatable ► adjective edible, palatable, digestible, 
fit to eat, fit for consumption 
eats ►plural noun ( informal) food, sustenance, 
nourishment, fare, eatables, snacks, titbits, infor- 
mal nosh, grub, chow, Bnt informal scoff, tuck, N 
Amer informal chuck 

eavesdrop ► verb listen in, spy, monitor, tap. 

wiretap, record, overhear, informal snoop, bug 
ebb ► verb ©the tide ebbed recede, go out, re- 
treat. flow back, fall back/away, subside ©his 
courage began to ebb diminish, dwindle, wane, 
fade away, peter out. decline, flag, let up, de- 
crease. weaken, disappear 
-opposites increase 

► noun ©the ebb of the tide receding, retreat, sub- 
siding © the ebb of the fighting abatement, sub- 
siding, easing, dying down, de-escalation, de- 
crease, decline, diminution 

ebony ►adjective black, jet-black, pitch-black, 
coal-black, sable, mky, sooty, raven, dark 
ebullience ► noun exuberance, buoyancy, 
cheerfulness, cheenness, memment, jollity, 
sunniness, jauntiness, light-heartedness, high 
spirits, elation, euphona, jubilation, animation, 
sparkle, vivacity, enthusiasm, perkiness, informal 
bubbhness, chirpiness, bounciness, pep. 
ebullient ► adjective exuberant, buoyant, 
cheerful, joyful, cheery, meny, jolly, sunny, 
jaunty, light-hearted, elated, animated, spark- 
ling, vivacious, irrepressible, informal bubbly, 
bouncy, peppy, upbeat, chirpy, smiley, full of 
beans, dated gay 
-opposites depressed 

eccentric ►Adjective eccentric behaviour uncon 
ventional, uncommon, abnormal, irregular, ab- 
errant, anomalous, odd. queer, strange, pecu- 
liar, weird, bizarre, outlandish, freakish, extra- 
ordinary; idiosyncratic, quirky, nonconformist, 
outre, informal way out, offbeat, freaky, oddball, 
wacky, cranky, Bnt informal rum, N Amer informal 
kooky, wacko 
-opposites conventional 

► noun he was something of an eccentric oddity, odd 
fellow, character, individualist, individual, free 
spirit; misfit, informal oddball, queer fish, 
weirdo, freak, nut, head case, crank, Bnt informal 
one-off, odd bod, nutter; N Amer informal wacko, 
screwball 

eccentricity ►noun unconventionality. sin- 
gularity, oddness, strangeness, weirdness. 
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Economists 

Arrow, Kenneth (American) 
Bagehot, Walter (English) 
Baruch. Bernard (American) 
Beccaria. Cesare, Marchese di 
(Italian) 

Beveridge. William (British, b. in 
India) 

Clark, John (American) 

Coase, Ronald (English) 

Dow, Charles (American) 
Edgeworth. Francis (Irish) 
Erhard, Ludwig (German) 
Friedman, Milton (American) 
Frisch, Ragnar (Norwegian) 
Galbraith. John Kenneth 
(American) 

George, Henry (American) 
Hayek. Friedrich August von 
(Austrian) 


Heckscher, Eli (Swiss) 

Hicks, John Richard (English) 
Hume. David (Scottish) 

Jones, Edward (American) 
Keynes, John Maynard (English) 
Kondratiev, Nikolai (Russian) 
Krugman, Paul (American) 
Kuznets, Simon (American) 
Laffer, Arthur (American) 
Leacock. Stephen Butler 
(Canadian) 

Lindale, Erik (Swiss) 

Malthus, Thomas (English) 
Marx, Karl (German) 

Meade, James (English) 

Mill, John Stuart (English) 
Monnet, Jean (French) 

Myrdal, Gunnar (Swedish) 
Pareto, Vilfredo (Italian) 


Passy, Fr£d6ric (French) 

Phillips, A. W. H. (New Zealand) 
Quesnay, Francois (French) 
Ricardo, David (English) 

Say, Jean Baptiste (French) 
Schumacher, E. F. (German) 
Schumpeter, Joseph (Austrian) 
Sen, Amartya (Indian) 

Smith, Adam (Scottish) 

Sraffa, Piero (Italian) 

Tinbergen, Jan (Dutch) 

Toynbee, Arnold (English) 
Veblen, Thorstefn (American) 
Walras. M. E. L6on (French) 
Webb, Beatrice (English) 

Webb, Sidney (English) 

Weber, Max (German) 


quirkiness, freakishness, peculiarity, foible, 
idiosyncrasy, caprice, whimsy, quirk, informal 
nuttiness, screwiness, freakiness, N Amer infor- 
mal kookiness 

ecclesiastical ► adjective priestly, minister- 
lal, clerical, ecclesiastic, canonical, sacerdotal, 
church, churchly, religious, spiritual, holy, div- 
ine, informal churchy 

echelon ► noun level, rank, grade, step, rung, 
tier, position, order 

echo ►noun Qu faint echo of my shout rever 
beration, reflection, ringing, repetition, repeat 
© the scene she described was an echo of the photo- 
graph duplicate, copy, replica, imitation, mir- 
ror image, double, match, parallel, informal look- 
alike. spitting image, dead nnger ©an echo of 
their love trace, vestige, remnant, ghost, mem- 
ory. recollection, remembrance, reminder, 
sign, mark, token, indication, suggestion, hint, 
evidence 

► verb O hts laughter echoed round the room rever 
berate, resonate, resound, reflect, ring, vibrate 
©Bill echoed Rex's words repeat, restate, reiter- 
ate, copy, imitate, parrot, mimic, reproduce, 
recite, quote, regurgitate, informal recap 

6clat ► noun style, flamboyance, confidence, 
elan, dash, flair, vigour, gusto, verve, zest, spar- 
kle, bno, panache, dynamism, spirit, informal 
pizzazz, pep, oomph 

eclectic ► adjective wide-ranging, broad-based, 
extensive, comprehensive, encyclopedic, var- 
ied, diverse, catholic, all-embracing, multifacet- 
ed. multifanous, heterogeneous, miscellaneous, 
assorted 

eclipse ► noun O the eclipse of the sun blotting 
out, blocking, covering, obscuring, concealing, 
darkening, Astronomy occupation © the eclipse of 
the empire decline, fall, failure, decay, deterior- 
ation. degeneration, weakening, collapse 

► verb O the sun was eclipsed by the moon, blot out, 
block, cover, obscure, hide, conceal, obliterate, 
darken, shade. Astronomy occult ©the system was 
eclipsed by new methods outshine, overshadow, 
surpass, exceed, outclass, outstrip, outdo, top, 
trump, transcend, upstage 

economic ►adjective Q economic reform, finan- 
cial, monetary, budgetary, fiscal, commercial. 


©the firm cannot remain economic profitable, 
moneymaking, lucrative, remunerative, fruit- 
ful, productive, solvent, viable, cost-effective 
©an economic alternative to carpeting cheap, in- 
expensive, low-cost, budget, economy, econom- 
ical, cut-price, discount, bargain 
-opposites unprofitable, expensive 
economical ►adjective Qan economical car 
cheap, inexpensive, low-cost, budget, economy, 
economic, cut-price, discount, bargain ©a very 
economical shopper thrifty, provident, prudent, 
sensible, frugal, sparing, abstemious, mean, 
parsimonious, penny-pinching, miserly, N Amer 
forehanded, informal stingy 
-opposites expensive, spendthrift 
economist ► noun See list 

economize ►verb SAVE (money), cut costs, 
cut back, make cutbacks, retrench, budget, 
make economies, be thrifty, be frugal, scrimp, 
cut comers, tighten one’s belt, draw m one’s 
horns, watch the/your pennies 

economy ►noun ©the nation’s economy 
wealth, (financial) resources, financial system, 
financial management ©one can combine good 
living with economy thrift, thnftiness, provi- 
dence, prudence, careful budgeting, economiz- 
ing, saving, scrimping, restraint, fhigality, ab- 
stemiousness, N Amer forehandedness 
-opposites extravagance 
ecstasy ►noun rapture, bliss, elation, eu- 
phoria, transports, rhapsodies; joy, jubilation, 
exultation 
-opposites misery 

ecstatic ► adjective enraptured, elated, in rap- 
tures, euphoric, rapturous, joyful, overjoyed, 
blissful, on cloud mne, in seventh heaven, be- 
side oneself with joy, jumping for joy, delight- 
ed, thrilled, exultant, informal over the moon, on 
top of the world, blissed out 
ecumenical ►adjective non-denominational, 
universal, catholic, all-embracing, all-inclusive. 
-opposites denominational, 
eddy ► noun small eddies at the river’s edge, swirl, 
whirlpool, vortex, maelstrom 
► verb cold air eddied around her swirl, whirl, 
spiral, wind, circulate, twist, flow, ripple, 
stream, surge, billow 


263 


edge | effect 


edge ►noun Q the edge of the lake border, 
boundary, extremity, fringe, margin, side, lip, 
nm, brim, brink, verge, perimeter, circumfer- 
ence, periphery, limits, bounds ©she had an 
edge in her voice sharpness, seventy, bite, sting, 
aspenty, acerbity, acidity, trenchancy, sarcasm, 
acnmony, malice, spite, venom ©they have an 
edge over their rivals advantage, lead, head 
start, the whip hand, the upper hand, supenor- 
lty, dominance, ascendancy, supremacy, pn- 
macy 

-opposites middle, disadvantage 
► verb © poplars edged the orchard border, fringe, 
verge, skirt, surround, enclose, encircle, circle, 
encompass, bound ©a frock edged with lace 
trim, pipe, band, decorate, finish, border, 
fringe, bind, hem ©he edged closer to the fire 
creep, inch, work one’s way, pick one’s way, 
ease oneself, sidle, steal, slink 
■ on edge tense, nervous, edgy, anxious, ap- 
prehensive, uneasy, unsettled, twitchy, nervy, 
keyed up. restive, skittish, neurotic, insecure, 
informal uptight, jumpy, wired, Bnt informal strung 
up 

edgy ► adjective tense, nervous, on edge, anx- 
ious, apprehensive, uneasy, unsettled, twitchy, 
nervy, keyed up, restive, skittish, neurotic, in- 
secure, irritable, touchy, tetchy, testy, crot 
chety, pnckly, informal uptight, jumpy, wired, 
snappy, Bnt informal stmng up 
— opposi i ts calm 

edible ►adjective safe to eat, fit for human 
consumption, wholesome, good to eat, con- 
sumable, digestible, palatable, formal comestible 
edict ► noun decree, order, command, com- 
mandment, mandate, proclamation, pro- 
nouncement. dictate, fiat, promulgation, law, 
statute, act. bill, ruling, injunction, formal ordin- 
ance 

edification ► noun ( formal) education, instruc- 
tion, tuition, teaching, training, tutelage, guid- 
ance enlightenment, cultivation, information, 
improvement, development 
edifice ► noun ( formal) building, structure, con- 
struction, erection, pile, complex, property, de- 
velopment, premises 

edify ► verb ( formal) educate, instruct, teach, 
school, tutor, tram, guide, enlighten, inform, 
cultivate, develop, improve, better 
edit ► verb Qshe edited the text correct, check, 
copy-edit, improve, emend, polish, modify, 
adapt, revise, rewrite, reword, rework, redraft, 
shorten, condense, cut, abridge, informal clean 
up ©this volume was edited by a consultant se 
lect, choose, assemble, organize, put together 
©he edited The Times be the editor of, direct, 
run, manage, head, lead, supervise, oversee, 
preside over, informal be the boss of 
edition ► noun issue, number, volume, impres- 
sion, publication, version, revision 
educate ►verb teach, school, tutor, instruct, 
coach, train, drill; guide, inform, enlignten, in- 
culcate, indoctrinate, formal edify 
educated ► adjective informed, literate, 
schooled, tutored, well read, learned, know- 
ledgeable. enlightened; intellectual, academic, 
erudite, scholarly, cultivated, cultured, dated let- 
tered 

education ►noun ©the education of young chil- 
dren teaching, schooling, tuition, tutoring, in- 


struction. coaching, training, tutelage, guid- 
ance, indoctrination, inculcation, enlighten- 
ment, formal edification ©a woman of some edu- 
cation learning, knowledge, literacy, scholar- 
ship, enlightenment 
-RELATED TERMS pedagogic 

educational ►adjectlva Q<m educational estab- 
lishment academic, scholastic, school, learning, 
teaching, pedagogic, tuitional, instructional 
©an educational experience instructive, instruc- 
tional, educative, informative, illuminating, 
pedagogic, enlightening, didactic, heuristic, for- 
mal edifying 

educative ►adjective. See educational sense 
2 

educator ►noun teacher, tutor, instructor, 
schoolteacher, schoolmaster, schoolmistress, 
educationalist, educationist, lecturer, professor, 
guide, mentor, guru, N Amer informal school- 
marm, Bnt informal beak, fonnal pedagogue, archaic 
schoolman 

eerie ►adjective uncanny, sinister, ghostly, un- 
natural, unearthly, supernatural, other-worldly, 
strange, abnormal, odd, weird, freakish, fright- 
ening, spine-chilling, hair-raising, blood- 
curdling. terrifying, mfomial creepy, scary, 
spooky, freaky 

efface ► verb © the words were effaced by the 
rain erase, eradicate, expunge, blot out. rub 
out, wipe out, remove, eliminate, delete, can- 
cel, obliterate, blank out ©he uttempted to ef- 
face himself make oneself inconspicuous, keep 
out of sight, keep out of the limelight, lie low, 
keep a low profile, withdraw 

effect ► noun ©the effect of these changes re 
sult, consequence, upshot, outcome, out-turn, 
repercussions, ramifications, end result, con- 
clusion. culmination, corollary, concomitant, 
aftermath, fruit(s), product, by-product, informal 
pay-off, Medicine sequela ©the effect of the drug 
impact, action, effectiveness, influence, power, 
potency, strength, success, formal efficacy 
©with effect from tomorrow force, operation, 
enforcement, implementation, effectiveness, 
validity, lawfulness, legality, legitimacy ©some 
wirrds to that effect sense, meaning, theme, 
drift, import, intent, intention, tenor, signifi- 
cance, message, gist, essence, spirit ©the dead 
man’s effects belongings, possessions, (worldly) 
goods, chattels, property, paraphernalia, informal 
gear, tackle, things, stuff, bits and pieces, Bnt 
informal clobber 
-opposites cause 

► verb they effected many changes achieve, accom- 
plish, carryout, realize, manage, bring off. exe- 
cute, conduct, engineer, perform, do, perpet- 
rate, discharge, complete, consummate, cause, 
bnng about, create, produce, make, provoke, 
occasion, generate, engender, actuate, initiate, 
formal effectuate 

■ In effect really, m reality, in truth, in (ac- 
tual) fact, effectively, essentially, m essence, 
practically, to all intents and purposes, all but. 
as good as, more or less, almost, nearly, just 
about, well-nigh, nigh on, informal pretty much 

■ take effect © these measures will take effect m 
May. come into force, come into operation, 
begin, become valid, become law. apply, be ap- 
plied © the drug started to take effect, work, act, 
be effective, produce results 
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effective ►adjective Qan effective treatment 
successful, effectual, potent, powerful, help- 
ful, beneficial, advantageous, valuable, useful, 
formal efficacious ©a more effective argument 
convincing, compelling, strong, forcefiil, po- 
tent. weighty, sound, valid, impressive, persua- 
sive, plausible, credible, authoritative, logical, 
reasonable, lucid, coherent, cogent, eloquent, 
formal efficacious ©the new law will be effective 
next week operative, in foice, in effect, valid, 
official, lawful, legal, binding, Law effectual 
Q Korea was under effective Japanese control vir 
tual, practical, essential, actual, implicit, tacit 
-opposites weak, invalid, theoretical 

effectiveness ►noun success, productive- 
ness, potency, power, benefit, advantage, value, 
virtue, usefulness, formal efficacy 

effectual ►adjective Q effectual political action 
effective, successful, productive, constructive, 
worthwhile, helpful, beneficial, advantageous, 
valuable, useful, formal efficacious 0 (Law) an 
effectual document valid, authentic, bona fide, 
genuine, official, lawful, legal, legitimate, (le- 
gally) binding, contractual 

effeminate ►adjective womanish, effete, fop- 
pish, mincing, informal camp, campy, limp- 
wristed 

-opposites manly 

effervesce ► verb Q heat the mixture until it ( ef- 
fervesces fizz, sparkle, bubble, froth, toam 
0 managers must effervesce with praise sparkle, 
be vivacious, be animated, be ebullient, be ex- 
uberant. be bubbly, be effervescent 

effervescence ► noun Q wines of uniform ej- 
fervescence fizz, fizziness, sparkle, gassiness, 
carbonation, aeration, bubbliness ©hts cheeky 
effervescence vivacity, liveliness, animation, 
high spirits, ebullience, exuberance, buoyancy, 
sparkle, gaiety, jollity, cheerfulness, perkiness, 
breeziness, enthusiasm, irrepressibility, vitality, 
zest, energy, dynamism, informal pep, bounce 

effervescent ►adjective Qun effervescent 
dnnk fizzy, sparkling, carbonated, aerated, 
gassy, bubbly, mousseux, petillant, spumante 
0 effervescent young people vivacious, lively, ani- 
mated, high-spmted, bubbly, ebullient, buoy- 
ant, sparkling, scintillating, light-hearted, 
jaunty, happy, jolly, cheery, cheerful, perky, 
sunny, enthusiastic, irrepressible, vital, zestful, 
energetic, dynamic, informal bright-eyed and 
bushy-tailed, peppy, bouncy, upbeat, chirpy, 
full of beans 

-opposites still, depressed 

effete ►adjactive Q effete trendies affected, 
pretentious, precious, mannered, over-refined, 
ineffectual, informal la-di-da, pseud; Bnt informal 
poncey © an effete young man effeminate, un- 
manly, girlish, feminine; soft, timid, cowardly, 
lily-livered, spineless, pusillanimous, informal 
sissy, wimpish, wimpy 0 the fabric of society is 
effete weak, enfeebled, enervated, worn out, ex- 
hausted, finished, drained, spent, powerless, in- 
effectual. 

-opposites manly, powerful 

efficacious ► adjactive (formal) effective, effec- 
tual, successful, productive, constructive, po- 
tent, helpful, beneficial, advantageous, valu- 
able, useftil 


efficacy ► noun ( formal) effectiveness, success, 
productiveness, potency, power, benefit, advan- 
tage, value, virtue, usefulness 
efficiency ► noun Owe need reforms to bring ef- 
ficiency organization, order, orderliness, regu- 
lation. coherence, productivity, effectiveness 
0/ compliment you on your efficiency compe 
tence, capability, ability, proficiency, adept- 
ness, expertise, professionalism, skill, effective- 
ness 

efficient ►adjactive © efficient techniques or 
ganized. methodical, systematic, logical, order- 
ly, businesslike, streamlined, productive, effect- 
ive, cost-effective ©an efficient secretary compe 
tent, capable, able, proficient, adept, skilful, 
skilled, effective, productive, organized, busi- 
nesslike 

-oppositfs disorganized, incompetent 
effigy ► noun statue, statuette, sculpture, 
model, dummy, figunne, guy, likeness, image, 
bust 

effluent ►noun (liquid) waste, sewage, efflu- 
vium, outflow, dischaige, emission 
effort ► noun © they made an effort to work to- 
gether attempt, try, endeavour, informal crack, 
shot, stab, bash, formal essay 0his score was a 
fine effort achievement, accomplishment, at- 
tainment. result, feat, undertaking, enterprise, 
work, triumph, success, coup ©the job requires 
little effort exertion, energy, work, endeavour, 
application, labour, power, muscle, toil, strain, 
informal sweat, elbow grease. Bnt informal graft. 
Austral /NZ informal (hard) yakka 
effortless ► adjective easy, undemanding, un- 
challenging, painless, simple, uncomplicated, 
straightforward, elementaiy, fluent, natural, in- 
formal as easy as pie, child’s play, kids’ stuff, a 
cinch, no sweat, a doddle, a breeze, Bnt informal 
easy-peasy, N Amer informal duck soup, a snap 
-opposites difficult 

effrontery ►noun impudence, impertinence, 
cheek, insolence, cockiness, audacity, temerity, 
presumption, nerve, gall, shamelessness, im- 
politeness, disrespect, bad manners, informal 
brass (neck), face, chutzpah, Bnt informal sauce, 

N Amer informal sass 

effusion ►noun ©an effusion of poisonous gas 
outflow, outpouring, rush, current, flood, del- 
uge, emission, discharge, emanation, spurt, 
surge, jet, stream, torrent, gush, flow ©re- 
porters' flamboyant effusions outburst, outpour- 
ing, gushing, wordiness, verbiage 
effusive ► adjective gushing, gushy. unre- 
strained, extravagant, fulsome, demonstrative, 
lavish, enthusiastic, lyncal, expansive, wordy, 
verbose, informal over the top, OTT 
-opposites restrained 

egg ►noun ovum, gamete, germ cell, (eggs) 
roe, spawn, seed 

-RELATBD TERMS OVOid 

■ egg someone on urge, goad, incite, pro- 
voke, push, drive, prod, prompt, induce, impel, 
spur on, encourage, exhort, motivate, galvan- 
ize. 

egghead ►noun (informal) intellectual, think- 
er, academic, scholar, sage; bookworm, high- 
brow; expert, genius. Einstein, mastermind; in- 
formal brain, whizz, Bnt informal brambox, boffin, 

N Amer informal bramiac, rocket scientist. 
-opposites dunce. 
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eg° ►noun self-esteem, self-importance, self- 
worth, self-respect, self-image, self-confidence 
egocentric ► adjective self-centred, ego- 
maniacal, self-interested, selfish, self-seeking, 
self-absorbed, self-obsessed, narcissistic, vain, 
self-important 
-opposites altruistic 

egotism, egoism ► noun self-centredness, 
egomania, egocentncity, self-interest, selfish- 
ness, self-seeking, self-serving, self-regard, self- 
obsession, self-love, narcissism, self-admuation, 
vanity, conceit, self-importance, boastfulness 
egotist, egoist ► noun self-seeker, egocen- 
tric, egomaniac, narcissist, boaster, brag, brag- 
gart, informal swank, show-off, big-head, N Amer 
informal showboat 

egotistic, egoistic ► adjective self-cen 
tred, selfish, egocentric, egomaniacal, self- 
interested, self-seeking, self-absorbed, self- 
obsessed, narcissistic, vain, conceited, self- 
important, boastful 

egregious ► adjective shocking, appalling, ter- 
rible, awful, horrendous, frightful, atrocious, 
abominable, abhorrent, outrageous, monstrous, 
heinous, dire, unspeakable, shameful, unforgiv- 
able, intolerable, dreadful, formal grievous 
-opposites marvellous 

egress ► noun O the egress from the gallery was 
blocked exit, way out, escape route 0 a means 
of egress departure, exit, withdrawal, retreat, 
exodus, escape, vacation 
— opposi i es entrance 

eight ► cardinal number octet, eightsoine, octu- 
plets, technical octad 
- RE I ATE D TERMS OCtO- 

ejaculate ►verb ©emit semen, climax, or- 
gasm, informal come ©the sperm is ejaculated 
emit, eject, discharge, release, expel, disgorge, 
shoot out, squirt out, spurt out © (dated) 
‘What 7 ’ he ejaculated exclaim, cry out. call out, 
yell, blurt out, come out with 
ejaculation ►noun Qthe ejaculation of fluid 
emission, ejection, discharge, release, expul- 
sion Qpremature ejaculation emission of semen, 
climax, orgasm ©(dated) the conversation consist- 
ed of ejaculations exclamation, interjection, call, 
shout, yell 

eject ► verb Q the volcano ejected ash emit, spew 
out, discharge, give off, send out, belch, vent, 
expel, release, disgorge, spout, vomit, throw 
up ©the pilot had time to eject bail out, escape, 
get out © they were ejected from the hall expel, 
throw out, turn out, cast out, remove, oust, 
evict, banish, informal chuck out, kick out, turf 
out, boot out, N Amer informal give someone the 
bum’s rush ©he was ejected from the job dis 
miss, remove, discharge, oust, expel, axe, 
throw out, force out, dnve out, informal sack, 
fire, send packing, boot out, chuck out, kick 
out, give someone their marching orders, give 
someone the push, show someone the door, 
Brit informal give someone their cards, turf out. 
Military cashier. 

-opposites admit, appoint, 
ejection ► noun o the ejection of electrons, emis- 
sion. discharge, expulsion, release, elimination 
0 their ejection from the ground, expulsion, re- 
moval; eviction, banishment, exile, ©his ejec- 
tion from office dismissal, removal, discharge, 
expulsion; informal the sack, the boot, the push, 


ego | elder 

the (old) heave-ho, the bullet. But informal the 
chop 

eke ► verb I had to eke out my remaining funds 
husband, use sparingly, be thrifty with, be fru- 
gal with, be sparing with, use economically, in- 
formal go easy on 
-opposites squander 

■ eke out a living subsist, survive, get by. 
scrape by. make ends meet, keep body and 
soul together, keep the wolf from the door, 
keep one’s head above water 

elaborate ►adjective ©an elaborate plan com 
plicated, complex, intricate, involved, detailed, 
painstaking, careful, tortuous, convoluted, ser- 
pentine. Byzantine ©an elaborate plasterwork 
ceiling ornate, decorated, embellished, ad- 
orned, ornamented, fancy, fussy, busy, ostenta- 
tious, extravagant, showy, baroque, rococo, 
florid, wedding-cake 
-oppositfs simple, plain 
► verb both sides refused to elaborate on their reasons 
expand on, enlarge on, add to, flesh out, put 
flesh on the bones of, add detail to. expatiate 
on, develop, fill out, embellish, embroider, en- 
hance. amplify 

elan ► noun flair, style, panache, confidence, 
dash, eclat, energy, vigour, vitality, liveliness, 
brio, espnt, animation, vivacity, zest, verve, 
spint, pep, sparkle, enthusiasm, gusto, eager- 
ness, feeling, fire, informal pizzazz, zing, zip, 
vim, oomph 

elapse ►verb pass, go by/past, wear on, slip 
by/away /past, roll by/past, slide by/past, steal 
by/past, tick by/past 

elastic ►adjective © elastic material stretchy, 
elasticated, stretchable, springy, flexible, pli- 
ant, pliable, supple, yielding, plastic, resilient 
0 an elastic concept of nationality adaptable. 
flexible, adjustable, accommodating, vanable, 
fluid, versatile 
-opposites rigid 

elasticity ►noun ©the skin's natural elasticity 
stretchiness, flexibility, pliancy, suppleness, 
plasticity, resilience, springiness, informal give 
© the elasticity of the term adaptability, flexibil- 
ity. adjustability, fluidity, versatility 

elated ► adjective thrilled, delighted, over- 
joyed, ecstatic, euphoric, very happy, joyous, 
gleeful, jubilant, beside oneself, exultant, rap- 
turous, m raptures, walking on air, on cloud 
nine/seven, in seventh heaven, jumping for 
joy, in transports of delight, informal on top of 
the world, over the moon, on a high, tickled 
pmk, Austral informal wrapped 
-opposites miserable 

elation ►noun euphoria, ecstasy, happiness, 
delight, transports of delight, joy, joyousness, 
glee, jubilation, exultation, bliss, rapture 

elbow ► verb push, shove, force, shoulder, jos- 
tle, barge, muscle, bulldoze 

elbow room ►noun room to manoeuvre, 
room, space, Lebensraum, breathing space, 
scope, freedom, play, free rein, licence, lati- 
tude, leeway 

elder ► adjective hi s elder brother older, senior, 
big. 

► noun the church elders' leader, senior figure, 
patriarch, father 
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•IdOliy ►adjective her elderly mother aged, old, 
advanced in years, ageing, long in the tooth, 
past one’s prime, grey-haired, grey-bearded, 
grizzled, hoary, in one's dotage, decrepit, dod- 
dering, doddery, senescent, informal getting on, 
past it, over the hill, no spring chicken 
-opposites youthful 

► noun (the elderly) old people, senior citizens, 
(old-age) pensioners, OAPs, retired people, geri- 
atrics, N Amer seniors, retirees, golden agers, m- 
formal (golden) oldies, wnnklies, N Amer informal 
oldsters, woopies 

elect ►verb Qa new president was elected vote 
for, vote in, return, cast one’s vote for, 
choose, pick, select 0she elected to stay behind 
choose, decide, opt, vote 

► adjective the president elect future, -to-be, desig- 
nate, chosen, elected, coming, next, appointed, 
presumptive 

► noun (the elect) the chosen, the elite, the fa- 
voured, the creme de la crdme 

election ►noun ballot, vote, popular vote, 
poll, Bnt by-election, US primary 
-RELATED TERMS psephology 

electioneer ► verb campaign, canvass, go on 
the hustings, doorstep, Bnt informal go out on 
the knocker 

elector ► noun voter, member of the elector- 
ate, constituent, selector 

electric ►adjective Qan electric kettle elec 
tric-powered, electrically operated, mains- 
operated, battery-operated 0 the atmosphere was 
electric exciting, charged, electrifying, thrilling, 
heady, dramatic, intoxicating, dynamic, stimu- 
lating. galvanizing, rousing, stirnng, moving, 
tense, knife-edge, explosive, volatile 

electricity ► noun power, electric power, en- 
ergy. current, static, Bnt mams, Canadian hydro, 
Bnt informal leccy, histoncal galvanism 

electrify ► verb excite, thrill, stimulate, 
arouse, rouse, inspire, stir (up), exhilarate, in- 
toxicate, galvanize, move, fire (with enthusi- 
asm), fire someone's imagination, invigorate, 
animate, startle, jolt, shock, N Amer light a fire 
under; informal give someone a buzz, give some- 
one a kick, N Amer informal give someone a 
charge 

elegance ►noun Qhe was attracted by her ele- 
gance style, stylishness, grace, gracefulness, 
taste, tastefulness, sophistication, refinement, 
dignity, beauty, poise, charm, culture, suave- 
ness, urbanity, panache Qthe elegance of the 
idea neatness, simplicity, ingenuity, clever- 
ness, inventiveness 

elegant ► adjective Oan elegant black outfit 
stylish, graceful, tasteful, sophisticated, classic, 
chic, smart, fashionable, modish, refined, dig- 
nified, poised, beautiful, lovely, charming, art- 
istic, aesthetic; cultivated, polished, cultured, 
dashing, debonair, suave, urbane Qan elegant 
solution neat, simple, effective, ingenious, 
clever, deft, intelligent, inventive 
-opposites gauche 

elegiac ► adjective mournful, melancholic, 
melancholy, plaintive, sorrowful, sad, lament- 
ing, doleful; funereal, dirgelike; nostalgic, val- 
edictory, poignant; poetic/ literary dolorous 
-opposites cheerful 


elegy ► noun lament, requiem, funeral poem/ 
song, threnody, dirge, plaint, Insh keen, Insh & 
Scottish coronach 

element ►noun Q an essential element of the 
local community component, constituent, part, 
section, portion, piece, segment, bit; aspect, 
factor, feature, facet, ingredient, strand, detail, 
point, member, unit, module, item 0 there is 
an element of truth in this stereotype trace, touch, 
hint, smattering, soup^on Qthe chemical elem- 
ents See list O (elements) the elements of political 
science basics, essentials, principles, first prin- 
ciples. foundations, fundamentals, rudiments. 
informal nuts and bolts, ABC 0 I braved the elem- 
ents the weather, the climate, meteorological 
conditions, atmospheric conditions, the wind, 
the rain 

elemental ►adjective Qthe elemental principles 
of accountancy basic, primary, fundamental, es- 
sential, root, underlying, rudimentary ©elem- 
ental forces natural, atmospheric, meteoro- 
logical, environmental 

elementary ►adjective Qan elementary astron- 
omy course basic, rudimentary, fundamental, 
preparatory, introductory, initiatory 0 a lot of 
the work is elementary easy, simple, stiaightfor- 
ward, uncomplicated, undemanding, painless, 
child’s play, plain sailing, informal as easy as fall- 
ing off a log, as easy as pie, as easy as ABC, a 
piece of cake, no sweat, kids’ stuff, Bnt informal 
easy-peasy 

-oppositfs advanced, difficult 

elephantine ►adjective enormous, huge, gi- 
gantic, veiy big, massive, giant, immense, tre- 
mendous. colossal, mammoth, gargantuan, 
vast, prodigious, monumental, titanic, hulking, 
bulky, heavy, weighty, ponderous, lumbering, 
informal jumbo, whopping, humongous, mon- 
ster, Bnt informal whacking, gmormous 
-opposites tiny 

elevate ►verb Owe need a breeze to elevate the 
kite raise, lift (up), raise up/aloft, upraise, 
hoist, hike up. haul up Qhe was elevated to Sec- 
retary of State promote, upgrade, advance, 
move up, raise, prefer, ennoble, exalt, aggrand- 
ize, informal kick upstairs, move up the ladder 
-opposites lower, demote 

elevated ►adjective Qan elevated motorway 
raised, upraised, high up. aloft, overhead 
0 elevated language lofty, grand, exalted, fine, 
sublime, inflated, pompous, bombastic, oro- 
tund 0 the gentry’s elevated status high, higher, 
high-ranking, of high standing, lofty, superior, 
exalted, eminent, grand, noble 
-opposites lowly 

elevation ► noun Q his elevation to the peerage 
promotion, upgrading, advancement, advance, 
preferment, aggrandizement; ennoblement, in- 
formal step up the ladder, kick upstairs 0 1500 
to 3,00 metres in elevation altitude, height, ©ele- 
vations in excess of 3000 metres, height, hill, 
mountain, mount, formal eminence. © elevation 
of thought grandeur, greatness, nobility, lofti- 
ness, majesty, sublimity 

elf ► noun pixie, fairy, spnte, imp, brownie, 
dwarf, gnome, goblin, hobgoblin, leprechaun, 
puck, troll. 

elfin ► adjoettva elflike, elfish, elvish, pixie-hke; 
puckish, impish, playful, mischievous; dainty. 
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Chemical Elements and Their 
Symbols 


actinium* 

Ac 

mendelevium* 

Md 

aluminium 

A! 

mercury 

Hg 

americium* 

Am 

molybdenum 

Mo 

antimony 

Sb 

neodymium 

Nd 

argon 

Ar 

neon 

Ne 

arsenic 

As 

neptunium* 

Np 

astatine* 

At 

nickel 

Nl 

barium 

Ba 

niobium 

Nb 

berkelium* 

Bk 

nitrogen 

N 

beryllium 

Be 

nobelium* 

Nb 

bismuth 

Bi 

osmium 

Os 

bohrium* 

Bh 

oxygen 

0 

boron 

B 

palladium 

Pd 

bromine 

Br 

phosphorus 

P 

cadmium 

Cd 

platinum 

Pt 

caesium 

Cs 

plutonium* 

Pu 

calcium 

Ca 

polonium* 

Po 

californium* 

Cf 

potassium 

K 

carbon 

C 

praseodymium 

Pr 

cerium 

Ce 

promethium * 

Pm 

chlorine 

Cl 

protactinium* 

Pa 

chromium 

Cr 

radium* 

Ra 

cobalt 

Co 

radon* 

Rn 

copper 

Cu 

rhenium 

Re 

curium* 

Cm 

rhodium 

Rh 

dubnium* 

Db 

rubidium 

Rb 

dysprosium 

Dy 

ruthenium 

Ru 

einsteinium* 

Es 

rutherfordium 

Rf 

erbium 

Er 

samarium 

Sm 

europium 

Eu 

scandium 

Sc 

fermium* 

Fm 

seaborgium 

sg 

fluorine 

F 

selenium 

Se 

francium* 

Fr 

silicon 

Si 

gadolinium 

Cd 

sliver 

Ag 

gallium 

Ca 

sodium 

Na 

germanium 

Ge 

strontium 

Sr 

gold 

Au 

sulphur 

S 

hafnium 

Hf 

tantalum 

Ta 

hassium* 

Hs 

technetium* 

Tc 

helium 

He 

tellurium 

Te 

holmium 

Ho 

terbium 

Tb 

hydrogen 

H 

thallium 

Tl 

indium 

In 

thorium* 

Th 

iodine 

1 

thulium 

Tm 

iridium 

lr 

tin 

Sn 

iron 

Fe 

titanium 

Ti 

krypton 

Kr 

tungsten 

W 

lanthanum 

La 

uranium* 

U 

lawrencium* 

Lr 

vanadium 

V 

lead 

Pb 

xenon 

Xe 

lithium 

Li 

ytterbium 

Yb 

lutetium 

Lu 

yttrium 

Y 

magnesium 

Mg 

zinc 

Zn 

manganese 

Mn 

zirconium 

Zr 

meitnerium* 

Mt 



* radioactive 





delicate, small, petite, slight, little, tmy, di- 
minutive. 

elicit ► veito obtain, draw out, extract, bnng 
out, evoke, call forth, bnng forth, induce, 
prompt, generate, engender, tngger, provoke, 
formal educe. 

eligible ► adjective Q those people eligible to vote 
entitled, permitted, allowed, qualified, able 
©an eligible bachelor: desirable, suitable; avail- 
able, single, unmarned, unattached, unwed 


eliminate ►verb Qa policy that would eliminate 
inflation remove, get nd of. put an end to. do 
away with, end, stop, terminate, eradicate, des- 
tioy, annihilate, stamp out, wipe out, extin- 
guish, informal knock something on the head 
© he was eliminated from the title race knock out, 
beat, exclude, rule out, disqualify 

elite ► noun best, pick, cream, creme de la 
creme, flower, nonpareil, elect, high society, 
jet set, beautiful people, beau monde, haut 
monde, anstocracy, nobility, upper class, N 
Amer four hundred 
-opposites dregs 

elixir ► noun potion, concoction, brew, philtre, 
decoction, mixture, medicine, tincture, extract, 
essence, concentrate, distillate, distillation, 
poetic /literary draught, archaic potation 

elliptical ► adjective ©an elliptical shape oval, 
egg-shaped, elliptic, ovate, ovoid, oviform, el- 
lipsoidal, Botany obovate © elliptical phraseology 
cryptic, abstruse, ambiguous, obscure, oblique, 
Delphic, terse, concise, succinct, compact, eco- 
nomic. laconic, sparing 

elocution ► noun pronunciation, enunciation, 
articulation, diction, speech, intonation, vocal- 
ization, modulation, phrasing, delivery, public 
speaking 

elongate ►verb ©an exerase that elongates the 
muscles lengthen, extend, stretch (out) ©the 
high notes were elongated prolong, protract, 
draw out, sustain 
-opposites shorten 

eloquence ► noun fluency, articulacy, articu- 
lateness. expressiveness, silver tongue, persua- 
siveness, forcefulness, power, potency, effect- 
iveness, oratory, rhetoric, grandiloquence, 
magniloquence, informal gift of the gab, way 
with words, blarney 

eloquent ►adjective ©an eloquent speaker flu 
ent, articulate, expressive, silver-tongued, pei- 
suasive, strong, forceful, powerful, potent, well 
expressed, effective, lucid, vivid, graphic, 
smooth-tongued, glib © her glance was more elo- 
quent than words expressive, meaningful, sug- 
gestive, revealing, telling, significant, indica- 
tive 

-opposites inarticulate 

elsewhere ► adverb somewhere else, m/at/to 
another place, m/at/to a different place, hence, 
not here, not present, absent, away, abroad, 
out 

-opposites here 

elucidate ► verb explain, make clear, illumin- 
ate. throw/shed light on, clarify, clear up. sort 
out, unravel, spell out, interpret, explicate, 
gloss 

-opposites confuse 

elucidation ► noun explanation, clarification, 
illumination, interpretation, explication, gloss 

elude ► verb evade, avoid, get away from, 
dodge, escape from, run (away) from, lose, 
shake off, give the slip to, slip away from, 
throw off the scent, informal slip through 
someone’s fingers, slip through the net, archaic 
bilk 

elusive ►adjective ©her elusive husband ■ diffi 
cult to find, evasive, slippery, informal always 
on the move ©an elusive quality : indefinable. 
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intangible, impalpable, unanalysable; fugitive, 
ambiguous 

Elysian ► adjective heavenly, paradisal, para- 
disiacal, celestial, superlunary, divine, poetic / 
literary empyrean 

Elysium ►noun ( Greek Mythology) heaven, para- 
dise, the Elysian fields, eternity, the afterlife, 
the next world, the hereafter; Scandinavian Myth- 
ology Valhalla. Classical Mythology the Islands of 
the Blessed, Arthunan Legend Avalon 
emaciated ►adjective thin, skeletal, bony, 
gaunt, wasted, thin as a rake, scrawny, skinny, 
scraggy, skm and bone, raw-boned, stick-like, 
starved, underfed, undernourished, under- 
weight, half-starved, cadaverous, shrivelled, 
shrunken, withered, informal anorexic, like a bag 
of bones 
-opposites fat 

emanate ►verb Q warmth emanated from the 
fireplace issue, spread, radiate, be sent forth/ 
out ©the proposals emanated from a committee 
originate, stem, derive, proceed, spnng, issue, 
emerge, flow, come ©he emanated an air of 
power exude, emit, radiate, give off/out, send 
out/forth 

emanation ► noun Q an emanation of his tor- 
tured personality product, consequence, result, 
fruit ©radon gas emanation discharge, emis- 
sion, radiation, effusion, outflow, outpouring, 
flow, leak, technical efflux 

emancipate ►verb free, liberate, set free, 
release, deliver, discharge, unchain, unfetter, 
unshackle, untie, unyoke, histoncal manumit, 
rare disenthral 
-opposites enslave 

emancipated ► adjective liberated, inde- 
pendent, unconstrained, uninhibited, free 
emasculate ► verb Q an Act which emasculated 
the House of Lords weaken, enfeeble, debilitate, 
erode, undermine, cnpple. remove the sting 
from, pull the teeth of, informal water down 
©(archaic) young cocks should be emasculated at 
three months See castrate 
embalm ►verb Qhis body had been embalmed 
preserve, mummify, lay out ©the poem ought 
to embalm his memory preserve, conserve, en- 
shrine, immortalize 

embankment ►noun bank, mound, ndge, 
earthwork, causeway, barrier, levee, dam, dyke 

embargo ►noun an embargo on oil sales ban, 
bar, prohibition, stoppage, interdict, proscrip- 
tion, veto, moratorium, restriction, restraint, 
block, barrier, impediment, obstruction, boy- 
cott 

► verb arms sales were embargoed ban, bar, pro- 
hibit, stop, interdict, debar, proscribe, outlaw; 
restrict, restrain, block, obstruct, boycott 
-oppositbs allow 

embark ►verb Qhe embarked at Dover, board 
ship, go on board, go aboard, take ship, em- 
plane, informal hop on, jump on; dated ship, ©he 
embarked on a new career, begin, start, com- 
mence, undertake, set about, take up, turn 
one’s hand to, get down to; enter mto, venture 
into, launch into, plunge into, engage in, settle 
down to; informal get cracking on, get going on, 
have a go/crack/shot at. 

embarrass ►verb mortify, shame, put some- 
one to shame, humiliate, abash, chagrin, make 


uncomfortable, make self-conscious, discomfit, 
disconcert, discompose, upset, discountenance, 
distress, informal show up 

embarrassed ► adjective mortified, red- 
faced, blushing, abashed, shamed, ashamed, 
shamefaced, humiliated, chagrined, awkward, 
self-conscious, uncomfortable, not knowing 
where to look, sheepish; discomfited, discon- 
certed, upset, discomposed, flustered, agitated, 
discountenanced, distressed, shy, bashful, 
tongue-tied, informal with egg on one’s face, 
wishing the earth would swallow one up 
embarrassing ►adjective humiliating, sham- 
ing, shameful, mortifying, ignominious, awk- 
ward. uncomfortable, compromising, discon- 
certing, discomfiting, upsetting, distressing, in- 
formal blush-making, enngeworthy, ennge- 
making, toe-curling 

embarrassment ► noun ©he was scarlet with 
embarrassment mortification, humiliation, 
shame, shamefacedness, chagnn, awkwardness, 
self-consciousness, sheepishness, discomfort, 
discomfiture, discomposure, agitation, distress, 
ignominy, shyness, bashfulness ©hts current 
financial embarrassment difficulty, predicament, 
plight, problem, mess, informal bind, jam, pickle, 
fix, scrape ©an embarrassment of riches sur 
plus, excess, overabundance, superabundance, 
glut, surfeit, superfluity, abundance, profusion, 
plethora 

embassy ► noun Q the Italuin embassy consul 
ate, legation, ministry © {histoncal) Charles sent 
an embassy to the Lombards • envoy, representa- 
tive, delegate, emissary, delegation, deputation, 
legation, (diplomatic) mission, archaic embas- 
sage, legate 

embed, imbed ►verb implant, plant, set, 
fix, lodge, root, insert, place, sink, drive in, 
hammer in, ram in 

embellish ►verb ©weapons embellished with 
precious metal decorate, adorn, ornament, 
beautify, enhance, grace, tnm, garnish, gild, 
deck, bedeck, festoon, emblazon, poetic I literary 
bejewel, bedizen ©the legend was embellished by 
an American academic elaborate, embroider, 
expand on, exaggerate 

embellishment ►noun © architectural embel- 
lishments. decoration, ornamentation, adorn- 
ment, beautification, enhancement, trimming, 
tnm, garnishing, gilding ©we wanted the truth, 
not romantic embellishments' elaboration, add- 
ition, exaggeration 

ember ► noun glowing coal, live coal, cinder, 
(embers) ashes, residue. 

embezzle ► verb misappropriate, steal, thieve, 
pilfer, purloin, appropriate, abstract, defraud 
someone of, siphon off, pocket, help oneself 
to; put one’s hand in the till; informal rob, np 
off. skim, line one’s pockets. Brit informal pinch, 
nick, half-inch, formal peculate 
embezzlement ► noun misappropriation, 
theft, stealing, robbery, thieving, pilfering, pur- 
loining, pilferage, appropriation, swindling; 
fraud, larceny, formal peculation, 
embittered ► adjective bitter, resentful, 
grudge-bearing, rancorous, jaundiced, ag- 
grieved, sour, frustrated, dissatisfied, alienated, 
disaffected. 

emblazon ► verb ©shirts emblazoned with the 
company name: adorn, decorate, ornament, em- 
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bellish; inscribe 0 a flag with a hammer and 
sickle emblazoned on it display, depict, show 

emblem ► noun symbol, representation, 
token, image, figure, mark, sign, crest, badge, 
device, insignia, stamp, seal, heraldic device, 
coat of arms, shield; logo, trademark 

emblematic, emblematical ►adjective 

Qa situation emblematic of the industrialized twen- 
tieth century symbolic, representative, demon- 
strative, suggestive, indicative Q emblematic 
works of art allegorical, symbolic, metaphoric- 
al, parabolic, figurative 

embodiment ►noun personification, incar- 
nation, realization, manifestation, expression, 
representation, actualization, symbol, symbol- 
ization, paradigm, epitome, paragon, soul, 
model, type, essence, quintessence, exemplifi- 
cation, example, exemplar, ideal, formal reifica- 
tion 

embody ► verb QGradgrind embodies the spirit 
of industrial capitalism personify, realize, mam 
fest, symbolize, represent, express, concretize, 
incarnate epitomize, stand for, typify, exem- 
plify, formal reify 0 the changes in law embodied in 
the Children Act incorporate, include, contain, 
encompass, assimilate, consolidate, integrate, 
organize, systematize, combine 

embolden ► verb fortify, make brave/braver, 
encourage, hearten, strengthen, brace, stiffen 
the resolve of, lift the morale of, rouse, stir, 
stimulate, cheer, rally, fire, animate, inspirit, 
invigorate, informal buck up 
-opposites dishearten 

embrace ►verb Qhe embraced her warmly 
hug, take/hold in one’s arms, hold, cuddle, 
clasp to one’s bosom, clasp, squeeze, clutch, ca- 
ress, enfold, enclasp, encircle, envelop, en- 
twine oneself around, informal canoodle, 
smooch, poetic/ literary embosom Qmost western 
European countries have embraced the concept wel 
come, welcome with open arms, accept, take 
up, take to one’s heart, adopt, espouse, sup- 
port, back, champion ©the faculty embraces a 
wide range of departments include, take in, com- 
prise. contain, incorporate, encompass, cover, 
involve, embody, subsume, comprehend 
► noun a fond embrace hug, cuddle, squeeze, 
clinch, caress, bear hug 

embrocation ► noun ointment, lotion, 
cream, rub, salve, emollient, liniment, balm, 
unguent 

embroider ► vtrb Oa cushion embroidered with 
a pattern of golden keys : sew, stitch, decorate, 
adorn, ornament, embellish Qshe embroidered 
her stones with colourful detail elaborate, embel- 
lish. enlarge on, exaggerate, touch up, dress 
up, gild, colour; informal jazz up 

embroidery ► noun Q the girls were taught em- 
broidery' needlework, needlepoint, needlecraft, 
sewing, tatting, crewel work, tapestry See list at 
sewing. Qfancijul embroidery of the facts: elab- 
oration, embellishment, adornment, ornamen- 
tation, colouring, enhancement, exaggeration, 
overstatement, hyperbole. 

embroil ► verb involve, entangle, ensnare, en- 
mesh, catch up, mix up, bog down, mire. 

embryo ►noun Qa human embryo : fetus, fertil- 
ized egg, unborn child/baby. 0 the embryo of a 
capitalist economy: germ, nucleus, seed; rudimen- 


tary version, rudiments, basics, beginning, 
start 

embryonic ► adjective Qan embryonic chick 
fetal, unborn, unhatched Qan embryonic pro- 
democracy movement rudimentary, undeveloped, 
unformed, immature, incomplete, incipient, in- 
choate, fledgling, budding, nascent, emerging, 
developing, early, germinal 
-opposites mature 

emend ►verb correct, rectify, repair, fix, im- 
prove, enhance, polish, refine, amend, edit, re- 
write, revise, copy-edit, subedit, redraft, recast, 
rephrase, reword, rework, alter, change, mod- 
ify, rare redact 

emerge ► verb O a policeman emerged from the 
alley come out, appear, come into view, be- 
come visible, surface, materialize, manifest 
oneself, issue, come forth 0 several unexpected 
facts emerged become known, become apparent, 
be revealed, come to light, come out, turn up, 
transpire, unfold, turn out, prove to be the 
case 

emergence ► noun appearance, arrival, com- 
ing, materialization, advent, inception, dawn, 
birth, origination, start, development, nse 
emergency ►noun a military emergency cri 
sis, urgent situation, extremity, exigency, acci- 
dent, disaster, catastrophe, calamity, difficulty, 
plight, predicament, danger; informal panic sta- 
tions. 

► adjective Qan emergency meeting urgent, crisis, 
impromptu, extraordinary 0 emergency supplies 
reserve, standby, back-up. fallback, m reserve 
emergent ►adjective emerging, developing, 
rising, dawning, budding, embryonic, infant, 
fledgling, nascent, incipient 
emigrate ► verb move abroad, move overseas, 
leave one’s country, migrate, relocate, resettle, 
defect 

-opposites immigrate. 

emigration ►noun moving abroad, moving 
overseas, expatnation, migration, exodus, dias- 
pora, relocation, resettling, defection 
eminence ►noun Qhis eminence as a scientist 
fame, celebrity, lllustnousness, distinction, re- 
nown, pre-eminence, notability, greatness, 
prestige, importance, reputation, repute, note, 
prominence, superiority, stature, standing 
0 various legal eminences important person, dig- 
nitary, luminary, worthy, grandee, notable, 
notability, personage, leading light, VIP; informal 
somebody, someone, big shot, big noise, big 
gun, heavyweight. © (formal) the hotels eminence 
above the sea elevation, height, nse 
eminent ►adjoctive Oan eminent man of letters 
illustrious, distinguished, renowned, es- 
teemed, pre-eminent, notable, noteworthy, 
great, prestigious, important, influential, out- 
standing, noted, of note, famous, celebrated, 
prominent, well known, lionized, acclaimed, 
exalted, revered, august, venerable Qthe emi- 
nent reasonableness of their claims obvious, clear, 
conspicuous, marked, singular, signal; total, 
complete, utter, absolute, thorough, perfect, 
downnght, sheer 
-opposites unknown 

eminently ►adverb VERY, greatly, highly, ex- 
ceedingly, extremely, particularly, exceptional- 
ly, supremely, umquely; obviously, clearly, con- 
spicuously, markedly, singularly, signally, out- 
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standingly, strikingly, notably, surpassingly, to- 
tally, completely, utterly, absolutely, thorough- 
ly, perfectly, downright 

emissary ► noun envoy, ambassador, delegate, 
attache, consul, plenipotentiary, agent, repre- 
sentative. deputy, messenger, courier, nuncio, 
archaic legate 

emission ► noun discharge, release, outpour- 
ing, outflow, outrush, leak, excretion, secre- 
tion, ejection, emanation, radiation, effusion, 
ejaculation, disgorgement, issuance 

emit ►verb Qthe hydrocarbons emitted from ve- 
hicle exhausts discharge, release, give out/off. 
pour out, send forth, throw out, void, vent, 
issue, leak. ooze, excrete, disgorge, secrete, 
eject, ejaculate, spout, belch, spew out, eman- 
ate, radiate, exude ©he emitted a loud cry 
utter, voice, let out, produce, give vent to, 
come out with, vocalize 
-opposites absorb 

emollient ►adjective ©a nch emollient shampoo 
moisturizing, soothing, softening ©an emolli- 
ent response conciliatory, conciliating, appeas- 
ing, soothing, calming, pacifying, assuaging, 
placating, mollifying, propitiatory 

► noun she applied an emollient moisturizer, 
cream, lotion, oil, rub, salve, unguent, balm. 
technical humectant 

emolument ►noun (formal) salary, pay, pay- 
ment, wage(s), earnings, allowance, stipend, 
honorarium, reward, premium, fee, charge, 
consideration, income, profit, gain, return 

emotion ►noun ©she was good at hiding her 
emotions feeling, sentiment, reaction, re- 
sponse © overcome by emotion, she turned away 
passion, strength of feeling, warmth of feeling 
e responses based purely on emotion instinct, in- 
tuition, gut feeling, sentiment, the heart 

emotional ►adjective ©an emotional voung 
man passionate, hot-blooded, ardent, fervent, 
excitable, temperamental, melodramatic, tem- 
pestuous, demonstrative, responsive, tender, 
loving, feeling, sentimental, sensitive ©he* 
paid an emotional tribute to his wife poignant, 
moving, touching, affecting, powerful, stimng, 
emotive, heart-rending, heart-warming, impas- 
sioned, dramatic, haunting, pathetic, sentimen- 
tal, informal tear-jerkmg 
-opposites unfeeling 

emotionless ► adjective unemotional, unfeel- 
ing, dispassionate, passionless, unexpressive, 
cool, cold, cold-blooded, impassive, indifferent, 
detached, remote, aloof; toneless, flat, dead, ex- 
pressionless, blank, wooden, stony, deadpan, 
vacant 

emotive ► adjective controversial, conten- 
tious, inflammatory, sensitive, delicate, diffi- 
cult, problematic, touchy, awkward, pnckly, 
ticklish 

empathize ►verb identify, sympathize, be in 
sympathy, understand, share someone’s feel- 
ings, be in tune, be on the same wavelength 
as. talk the same language as, relate to, feel 
for, have insight into, informal put oneself in 
someone else’s shoes 

emperor ► noun ruler, sovereign, king, mon- 
arch, potentate, historical tsar, kaiser, mikado 
-related terms imperial. 


emphasis ► noun © the curriculum gave more 
emphasis to reading and writing prominence, im- 
portance, significance, value, stress, weight, ac- 
cent, attention, priority, pre-eminence, urgen- 
cy, force ©the emphasis is on the word ‘little’ 
stress, accent, accentuation, weight, promin- 
ence, beat. Prosody ictus 

emphasize ►verb stress, underline, high- 
light, focus attention on, point up, lay stress 
on, draw attention to, spotlight, foreground, 
play up, make a point of, bnng to the fore, in- 
sist on, belabour, accent, accentuate, under- 
score, mfomial press home, nib it m 
-opposite understate 

emphatic ►adjective ©an emphatic denial 
vehement, firm, wholehearted, forceful, for- 
cible, energetic, vigorous, direct, assertive, in- 
sistent, certain, definite, out-and-out, one hun- 
dred per cent, decided, determined, categoric- 
al, unqualified, unconditional, unequivocal, un- 
ambiguous, absolute, explicit, downright, out- 
nght, clear ©an emphatic victory conclusive, 
decisive, decided, unmistakable, resounding, 
telling, informal thumping, thundering 
-opposites hesitant, narrow 

empire ► noun © the Ottoman Empire kingdom, 
realm, domain, territory, commonwealth, 
power, world power, superpower See list ©a 
worldwide shipping empire organization, corpor- 
ation. multinational, conglomerate, consor- 
tium, company, business, firm, operation ©his 
dream of empire power, rule, ascendancy, su- 
premacy, command, control, authority, sway, 
dominance, domination, dominion 
-related terms imperial 
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empirical ► »dj«ctlv« experiential, practical, 
heuristic, first-hand, hands-on; observed, seen. 
-opposites theoretical. 

employ ►verb ©she employed a chauffeur hire, 
engage, recruit, take on. secure the services of, 
sign up, sign, put on the payroll, enrol, ap- 
point; retain, indenture, apprentice. ©Sam was 
employed in carving a stone figure, occupy, en- 
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gage, involve, keep busy, tie up, absorb, en- 
gross. immerse e the team employed subtle psycho- 
logical tactics use. utilize, make use of, avail one- 
self of, apply, exercise, practise, put into prac- 
tice, exert, bnng into play, bnng to bear, draw 
on. resort to, turn to, have recourse to 
-opposites dismiss 

employed ► adjective working, in work, in 
employment, holding down a job, earning, 
waged, breadwinning 

employee ► noun worker, member of staff, 
blue-collar worker, white-collar worker, work- 
man, labourer, (hired) hand, wage-earner, 
breadwinner, (employees) personnel, staff, 
workforce, informal livewaie 
employer ► noun Qhts employer gave him a 
glowing reference manager, manageress, propri- 
etor, director, head man, head woman, informal 
boss, boss man, skipper, Qnt informal gaffer, gov- 
ernor, guv’nor. N Amer informal padrone, sa- 
chem 0 the largest private sector employer in Shef- 
field firm, company, business, organization, 
manufacturer 

employment ► noun Q she found employment 
as a clerk work, labour, service, job, post, pos- 
ition, situation, occupation, profession, trade, 
metier, business, line, line of work, calling, vo- 
cation, craft, pursuit, archaic employ ©the em- 
ployment of children hiring, hire, engagement, 
taking on, apprenticing ©the employment of nu- 
clear weapons use. utilization, application, exer- 
cise 

emporium ►noun SHOP, store, outlet, retail 
outlet, department store, chain store, super- 
market, hypermarket, superstore, megastore, 
establishment 

empower ►verb Q the act empowered Henry to 
punish heretics authorize, entitle, permit, allow, 
license, sanction, warrant, commission, dele- 
gate, qualify, enable, equip © movements to em- 
power the poor emancipate, unshackle, set free, 
liberate 

-opposites forbid 

empress ► noun ruler, sovereign, queen, 
monarch, potentate, histoncal tsarina 
emptiness ► noun VOID, vacuum, empty 
space, vacuity, gap, vacancy, hole 
empty ►adjective Qan empty house vacant, un- 
occupied, uninhabited, untenanted, bare, deso- 
late, deserted, abandoned, clear, free ©an 
empty threat meaningless, hollow, idle, vain, 
futile, worthless, useless, insubstantial, inef- 
fective. ineffectual ©without her my life is 
empty futile, pointless, purposeless, worthless, 
meaningless, valueless, of no value, useless, of 
no use, aimless, senseless, hollow, barren, in- 
significant. inconsequential, trivial ©his eyes 
were empty blank, expressionless, vacant, dead- 
pan, wooden, stony, impassive, absent, glazed, 
fixed, lifeless, emotionless, unresponsive 
-opposites full, senous, worthwhile 
► verb QI emptied the dishwasher unload, unpack, 
void; clear, evacuate, archaic unlade © he emp- 
tied out the contents of the cose remove, take out, 
extract, tip out, pour out 
-opposites fill 

empty-headed ►adjective stupid, foolish, 
silly, unintelligent, idiotic, brainless, witless, 
vacuous, vapid, feather-brained, birdbrained, 
scatterbrained, scatty, thoughtless, informal half- 


witted, dumb, dim, airheaded, brain-dead, 
dippy, dizzy, dopey, dozy, soft in the head, 
slow on the uptake; Bnt informal daft, N Amer in- 
formal ditzy, pantywaist 
-opposites intelligent 

emulate ►verb imitate, copy, mirror, echo, 
follow, model oneself on, take a leaf out of 
someone’s book, match, equal, parallel, be on 
a par with, be in the same league as, come 
close to, compete with, contend with, rival, 
surpass 

enable ► verb allow, permit, let, give the 
means to, equip, empower, make able, fit, au- 
thorize, entitle, qualify, format capacitate 
-opposites prevent 

enact ► verb Qthe Bill was enacted in 1963 pass, 
make law, legislate, approve, ratify, sanction, 
authorize, impose, lay down ©members of the 
church enacted a nativity play act out, act. per- 
form, appear in, stage, mount, put on, present 
-opposites repeal 

enactment ► noun O the enactment of a Bill of 
Rights passing, ratification, sanction, approval, 
authorization, imposition © parliamentary en- 
actments act, law, by-law, ruling, rule, regula- 
tion, statute, measure, N Amer formal ordinance, 
(enactments) legislation © the enactment of the 
play acting, performing, performance, staging, 
presentation 

enamoured ► adjective IN love, infatuated, be- 
sotted, smitten, captivated, enchanted, fascin- 
ated, bewitched, beguiled; keen on, taken with, 
informal mad about, crazy about, wild about, 
bowled over by, struck on, sweet on, carrying a 
torch for, poetic/ literary ensorcelled by 

encampment ► noun CAMP, military camp, 
bivouac, cantonment; campsite, camping 
ground, tents 

encapsulate ►verb Q their conclusions are en- 
capsulated in one sentence summarize, sum up. 
give the gist of, put in a nutshell, capture, ex- 
press © seeds encapsulated in resin enclose, en- 
case, contain, envelop, enfold, sheath, cocoon, 
surround 

enchant ► verb captivate, charm, delight, en- 
rapture, entrance, enthral, beguile, bewitch, 
spellbind, fascinate, hypnotize, mesmerize, 
nvet, gnp, transfix, informal bowl someone over 
-opposites bore 

enchanter ►noun wizard, witch, sorcerer, 
warlock, magician, necromancer, magus, witch 
doctor, medicine man, shaman, archaic mage, 
rare thaumaturge 

enchanting ►adjective captivating, charm- 
ing, delightful, bewitching, beguiling, adorable, 
lovely, attractive, appealing, engaging, win- 
ning, fetching, winsome, alluring, disarming, 
irresistible, fascinating; dated taking 
enchantment ► noun Qa race of giants skilled 
in enchantment magic, witchcraft, sorcery, wiz- 
ardry, necromancy, charms, spells, incanta- 
tions; N Amer mojo, rare thaumaturgy © the en- 
chantment of the garden by moonlight ■ allure, de- 
light, charm, beauty, attractiveness, appeal, fas- 
cination, irresistibility, magnetism, pull, draw, 
lure ©bring with him was sheer enchantment 
bliss, ecstasy, heaven, rapture, joy. 
enchantress ►noun witch, sorceress, magi- 
cian, fairy; Circe, siren 
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encircle ► verb surround, enclose, circle, gir- 
die, nng, encompass, close m, shut in. fence 
in, wall in, hem in, confine, poetic /literary gird, 
engirdle 

enclose ► verb Qtall trees enclosed the garden 
surround, circle, nng, girdle, encompass, en- 
circle, confine, close in, shut in, fence in, wall 
in, hedge in, hem m, poetic /literary gird, engirdle 
0 please enclose a stamped addressed envelope in 
clude, insert, put in, send 

enclosure ► noun paddock, fold, pen, com- 
pound, stockade, nng. yard, sty, coop, N Amer 
corral 

encomium ► noun (format) eulogy, panegync, 
paean, accolade, tnbute, testimonial, praise, ac- 
claim, acclamation, homage, formal laudation 

encompass ► verb Qthe monument is encom- 
passed by Hunsbury Part contain, have within, 
surround, enclose, encircle 0 debates encom- 
passing a vast range of subjects cover, embrace, 
include, incorporate, take in, contain, com- 
pnse, involve, deal with, formal comprehend 

encounter ►verb QI encountered a girl I used 
to know meet, meet by chance, run into, come 
across/upon, stumble across/on, chance on. 
happen on, informal bump into, archaic run 
against, rencounter Owe encountered a slight 
problem experience, run into, come up against, 
face, be faced with, confront 
► noun Qan unexpected encounter meeting, chance 
meeting, archaic rencounter 0 a violent encounter 
between police and demonstrators battle, fight, 
clash, confrontation, struggle, skirmish, en- 
gagement. informal run-m, set-to. dust-up, scrap 

encourage ►verb Qthe players were encour- 
aged by the crowd’s response hearten, cheer, 
buoy up, uplift, inspire, motivate, spur on, stir, 
stir up, fire up, stimulate, invigorate, vitalize, 
revitalize, embolden, fortify, i ally, informal buck 
up, pep up, give a shot in the arm to 0she had 
encouraged him to go persuade, coax, urge, 
press, push, pressure, pressurize, prod, goad, 
egg on. prompt, influence, sway 0th<? Govern- 
ment was keen to encourage local businesses sup* 
port, back, champion, promote, further, foster, 
nurture, cultivate, strengthen, stimulate, help, 
assist, aid, boost, fuel 
-opposites discouiage, dissuade, hinder 

encouragement ► noun O She needed a bit of 
encouragement heartening, cheering up. inspir- 
ation, motivation, stimulation, fortification, 
morale-boosting, informal a shot in the arm 
Qthey required no encouragement to get back to 
wort persuasion, coaxing, urging, pressure, 
pressurization, prodding, prompting; spur, 
goad, mducement, incentive, carrot, bait, mo- 
tive 0 the encouragement of foreign investment 
support, backing, championship, champion- 
ing. sponsoring, promotion, furtherance, fur- 
thering, fostering, nurture, cultivation; help, 
assistance, N Amer boostensm 

encouraging ►adjective Qan encouraging 
start : promising, hopeful, auspicious, propi- 
tious, favourable, bright, rosy; heartening, re- 
assuring, cheering, comforting, welcome, pleas- 
ing. gratifying Qmy parents were very encour- 
aging. supportive, understanding, helpful, posi- 
tive, responsive, enthusiastic. 

encroach ►verb intrude, trespass, impinge, 
obtrude, impose oneself, invade, infiltrate, 


interrupt, infringe, violate, interfere with, dis- 
turb, tread/step on someone’s toes; informal horn 
in on, muscle in on, archaic entrench on 

encroachment ►noun intrusion, trespass, 
invasion, infiltration, incursion, obtrusion, in- 
fringement, impingement 

encumber ►verb Qher movements were encum- 
bered by her heavy skirts hamper, hinder, ob- 
struct, impede, cramp, inhibit, restrict, limit, 
constrain, restrain, bog down, retard, slow 
(down), inconvenience, disadvantage, handicap 
Qthey are encumbered with debt burden, load, 
weigh down, saddle, overwhelm, tax, stress, 
st tain, overload, overburden, Bnt informal lum- 
ber 

encumbrance ►noun soon found the old 
equipment a great encumbrance hindrance, ob- 
struction, obstacle, impediment, constraint, 
handicap, inconvenience, nuisance, disadvan- 
tage. drawback, poetic /literary trammel, archaic 
cumber Qshe knew she was an encumbrance to 
him burden, responsibility, obligation, liability, 
weight, load, stress, stiam, pressure, trouble, 
worry, millstone, albatross, cross to bear 

encyclopedic ► adjective comprehensive, 
complete, thorough, thoroughgoing, full, ex- 
haustive, m-depth, wide-ranging, all-inclusive, 
all-embracing, all-encompassing, universal, 
vast, formal compendious 

end ► noun O the end of the road extremity, fur- 
thermost part, limit, margin, edge, border, 
boundary, periphery, point, tip, tail end, N 
Amer tag end 0 the end of the novel conclusion, 
termination, ending, finish, close, resolution, 
climax, finale, culmination, denouement; epi- 
logue, coda, peroration 0 a cigarette end butt, 
stub, stump, remnant, informal fag end, dog end 
O wealth is a means and not an end in itself aim, 
goal, purpose, objective, object, holy grail, tar- 
get, intention, intent, design, motive, aspir- 
ation, wish, desire, ambition Qthe commercial 
end of the business aspect, side, section, area, 
field, part, share, portion, segment, province 
Qhis end might come at any time death, dying, 
demise, passmg, expuy, quietus, doom, extinc- 
tion, annihilation, extermination, destruction, 
downfall, rum, ruination, Waterloo, informal cur- 
tains, formal decease 
-opposites beginning 

► verb O the show ended with a wedding scene fin 
ish, conclude, terminate, come to an end, draw 
to a close, close, stop, cease, culmmate, climax 
build up to, lead up to, come to a head Qshe 
ended their relationship break off, call off. bring 
to an end, put an end to, stop, finish, termin- 
ate, discontinue; dissolve, cancel, annul 
-opposites begin 

endanger ► verb imperil, jeopardize, risk, put 
at risk, put in danger, threaten, pose a threat 
to, be a danger to, be detrimental to, damage, 
injure, harm; archaic peril. 

endearing ► adjective lovable, adorable, cute, 
sweet, dear, delightful, lovely, charming, ap- 
pealing, attractive, engaging, winning, captivat- 
ing, enchanting, beguiling, winsome, dated tak- 
ing 

endearment ►noun o his murmured endear- 
ments: term of affection, term of endearment, 
pet name; (endearments) sweet nothings, 
sweet talk © he spoke to her without endearment' 
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affection, fondness, tenderness, feeling, senti- 
ment, warmth, love, liking, care 

endeavour ►verb the company endeavoured to 
expand its activities try, attempt, seek, under- 
take, aspire, aim, set out, strive, struggle, la- 
bour, toil, work, exert oneself, apply oneself, 
do one’s best, do one’s utmost, give one’s all, 
be at pains, informal have a go/shot/stab, give 
something one’s best shot, do one’s damned- 
est, go all out, bend over backwards, formal 
essay 

► noun O endeavour to build a more buoyant econ- 
omy attempt, try. bid, effort, venture, informal 
go, crack, shot, stab, bash, formal essay 0 several 
days of endeavour effort, exertion, striving, 
struggling, labouring, struggle, labour, hard 
work, application, industry, pains, informal 
sweat, {blood, sweat, and tears}, elbow grease, 
Bnt informal graft, Austral JNZ informal (hard) yakka, 
poetic /literary travail ©an extremely unwise endeav- 
our undertaking, enterprise, venture, exercise, 
activity, exploit, deed, act, action, move, 
scheme, plan, project, informal caper 

ending ►noun END, finish, close, closing, con- 
clusion, resolution, summing-up, denouement, 
finale, cessation, stopping, termination, discon- 
tinuation 

-opposites beginning 

endless ►adjective ©a woman with endless en- 
ergy unlimited, limitless, infinite, inexhaust- 
ible, boundless, unbounded, untold, immeasur- 
able, measureless, incalculable, abundant, 
abounding, great, ceaseless, unceasing, unend- 
ing, without end, everlasting, constant, con- 
tinuous. continual, interminable, unfading, un- 
failing, perpetual, eternal, enduring, lasting 
©as children we played endless games countless, 
innumerable, untold, legion, numberless, un- 
numbered, numerous, very many, manifold, 
multitudinous, multifarious, a great number 
of, infinite numbers of. a multitude of, informal 
umpteen, no end of, loads of, stacks of, heaps 
of, masses of, oodles of, scads of, zillions of, N 
Amer informal gazillions of, poetic /literary mynad, 
divers 

-opposites limited, few 

endorse ► verb support, back, agree with, ap- 
prove (of), favour, subscribe to, recommend, 
champion, stick up for, uphold, affirm, sanc- 
tion, informal throw one’s weight behind 
-OPPOSITES oppose 

endorsement ► noun support, backing, ap- 
proval, seal of approval, agreement, recom- 
mendation, championship, patronage, affirm- 
ation, sanction 

endow ►verb O Henry II endowed a hospital for 
poor pilgrims finance, fund, pay for, subsidize, 
support financially, settle money on, establish, 
found, set up, institute 0 nature endowed the 
human race with intelligence, provide, supply, fur- 
nish, equip, invest, favour, bless, grace, gift, 
give, bestow, poetic /literary endue 

endowment ►noun ©the endowment of a 
Chair of Botany, funding, financing, subsidizing, 
establishment, foundation, institution. 0 a gen- 
erous endowment * bequest, legacy, inheritance, 
gift, present, grant, award, donation, contribu- 
tion, subsidy, settlement, formal benefaction 
©his natural endowments, quality, characteris- 
tic, feature, attribute, facility, faculty, ability, 
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talent, gift, strength, aptitude, capability, cap- 
acity 

endurable ► adjective bearable, tolerable, 
supportable, manageable, sustainable 
-opposites unbearable 

endurance ► noun Qshe pushed him beyond the 
limit of his endurance toleration, tolerance, suf- 
ferance, forbearance, patience, acceptance, res- 
ignation. stoicism Qthe race is a test of endur- 
ance stamina, staying power, fortitude, perse- 
verance, persistence, tenacity, doggedness, gnt, 
indefatigability, resolution, determination, infor- 
mal stickability, formal pertinacity 

ondure ► verb O he endured years of pam under 
go. go through, live through, experience, meet, 
encounter, cope with, deal with, face, suffer, 
tolerate, put up with, brave, bear, withstand, 
sustain, weather, Scottish thole QI cannot endure 
such behaviour tolerate, bear, put up with, suf- 
fer, take, informal hack, stand for, stomach, swal- 
low, abide, hold with, Bnt informal stick, wear, 
be doing with, formal brook Q God’s love will en- 
dure for ever last, live, live on, go on, survive, 
abide, continue, persist, remain, stay 
-opposites fade 

enduring ► adjective lasting, long-lasting, 
abiding, durable, continuing, persisting, eter- 
nal, perennial, permanent, unending, everlast- 
ing, constant, stable, steady, steadfast, fixed, 
firm, unwavering, unfaltering, unchanging 
-opposites short-lived 

enemy ►noun opponent, adversaiy, nval. an- 
tagonist, combatant, challenger, competitor, 
opposer, opposition, competition, other side, 
poetic /literary foe 
-opposites ally 

energetic ►adjective Oan energetic woman ac 
tive, lively, dynamic, zestful, spirited, ani- 
mated, vital, vibrant, bouncy, bubbly, exuber- 
ant, perky, frisky, sprightly, tireless, indefatig- 
able. enthusiastic, informal peppy, sparky, feisty, 
full of beans, full of the joys of spnng, bright- 
eyed and bushy-tailed Q energetic exercises vig 
orous, strenuous, brisk, hard, arduous, de- 
manding, taxing, tough, rigorous ©an energetic 
advertising campaign forceful, vigorous, high- 
powered, all-out. determined, bold, poweiful, 
potent, intensive, hard-hitting, pulling no 
punches, aggressive, high-octane, informal 
punchy, in-your-face 

-opposites lethargic, gentle, half-hearted 

energize ►verb Qpeople are energized by hi s 
ideas enliven, liven up, animate, vitalize, invig- 
orate, perk up, excite, electrify, stimulate, stir 
up, fire up, rouse, motivate, move, drive, spur 
on, encourage, galvanize, informal pep up. buck 
up, give a shot in the arm to Q floor sensors 
energized by standing passengers activate, trigger, 
trip, operate, actuate, switch on, turn on. start, 
start up, power 

energy ► noun Q she has so much energy vital 
ity, vigour, life, liveliness, animation, vivacity, 
spint, spintedness, verve, enthusiasm, zest, vi- 
brancy, spark, sparkle, effervescence, exuber- 
ance, buoyancy, spnghtlmess, strength, stam- 
ina, forceftilness, power, dynamism, drive, fire, 
passion, ardour, zeal, informal zip, zmg, pep, piz- 
zazz. punch, bounce, oomph, go, get-up-and-go, 
vim and vigour; N Amer informal feistiness 
0 sources of energy See list 



enervate | engaging 


274 


Energy and Fuel 

acetylene 

anthracite 

atomic power 

benzol 

biofuel 

blogas 

biomass energy 
butane 

Calor gas (trademark) 

chemical energy 

coal 

coal gas 

cofee 

derv 

diesel 

electrical power 

electromagnetic energy 

firewood 

fission energy 

fossil fuel 

fusion energy 

gas 

gasohol 
gas oil 
gasoline 

geothermal energy 
heat 

hydroelectric power 

hydrogen 

kerosene 


kinetic energy 

light 

lignite 

liquefied petroleum gas 
(tPG) 
methane 
natural gas 
nitromethane 
nuclear power 
oil 

paraffin 
peat 
petrol 
petroleum 
photosynthesis 
potential energy 
producer gas 
propane 

renewable energy 
solar energy 
steam power 
synfuel 
tidal power 
town gas 
water gas 
water power 
wave power 
whale oil 
wind power 


enervate ^verb exhaust, tire, fatigue, weaiy, 
wear out, devitalize, dram, sap, weaken, enfee- 
ble. debilitate, incapacitate, prostrate, informal 
knock out, do in. shatter, fag out, Bnt informal 
knacker 

-opposites invigorate 

enervation ► noun fatigue, exhaustion, tired- 
ness, weariness, lassitude, weakness, feeble- 
ness. debilitation, indisposition, prostration 
enfeeble ►verb weaken, debilitate, incapaci- 
tate. indispose, lay low; drain, sap, exhaust, 
tire, fatigue, devitalize 
-opposites strengthen 

enfold ► verb O the summit was enfolded in white 
cloud envelop, engulf, sheathe, swathe, swad- 
dle. cocoon, shroud, veil, cloak, drape, cover, 
surround, enclose, encase, encircle, poetic I literary 
enshroud, mantle ©he enfolded her in his arms 
clasp, hold, fold, wrap, squeeze, clutch, gather, 
embrace, hug, cuddle, poetic I literary embosom 
onforce ►verb ©the sheriff enforced the law’ im 
pose, apply, administer, implement, bring to 
bear, discharge, execute, prosecute ©they can - 
not enforce cooperation between the parties force, 
compel, coerce, exact, extort, archaic constrain 
enforced ►adjective compulsory, obligatory, 
mandatory, involuntary, forced, imposed, re- 
quired. requisite, stipulated, prescribed, con- 
tractual, binding, necessaiy, unavoidable, in- 
escapable 

-opposites voluntary 

enfranchise ►verb Q women over thirty were 
enfranchised in 1918: give the vote to, give/grant 
suffrage to © [historical) he enfranchised hts slaves: 
emancipate, liberate, free, set free, release; un- 
chain, unyoke, unfetter, unshackle; historical 
manumit 


engage ►varb ©tasks which engage children's 
interest capture, catch, arrest, grab, draw, at- 
tract, gam, win. hold, gnp, captivate, engross, 
absorb, occupy ©he engaged a nursemaid em- 
ploy, hire, recruit, take on. secure the services 
of, put on the payroll, enrol, appoint © (dated) 
she engaged a room in the boarding house book, 
reserve; rent, hire, formal bespeak ©he engaged 
to pay them £10,000 contract, promise, agree, 
pledge, vow, covenant, commit oneself, bmd 
oneself, undertake, enter into an agreement 
©the chance to engage in many social activities 
participate in. take part m. join m, become in- 
volved m, go in for, partake m/of, share in, 
play a part/role in, have a hand m, be a party 
to, enter into Q infantry units engaged the enemy 
fight, do battle with, wage war on/against, at- 
tack. take on, set upon, clash with, skirmish 
with, encounter, meet 
-opposites lose, dismiss 
engaged ►adjective ©he’s otherwise engaged 
busy, occupied, unavailable, informal tied up 
Q she’s engaged to an American guy promised/ 
pledged in mamage, attached, informal spoken 
for, dated betrothed, poetic/ literary affianced, ar- 
chaic plighted, espoused 
-opposites free, unattached 
engagement ► noun © they broke off their en- 
gagement marriage contract, dated betrothal, 
archaic espousal, ©a business engagement a p 
pointment. meeting, arrangement, commit- 
ment, date, assignation, rendezvous, poetic/ 
literary tiyst © Britain’s continued engagement in 
open trading participation, involvement, associ- 
ation © hi s engagement as a curate employment, 
appointment, work, job, post, situation ©the 
first engagement of the war battle, fight, clash, 
confrontation, encounter, conflict, skirmish, 
warfare, action, combat, hostilities, informal dog- 
fight 

engaging ►adjective charming, appealing, at- 
tractive, pretty, delightful, lovely, pleasing, 
pleasant, agreeable, likeable, lovable, sweet, 
winning, winsome, fetching, captivating, en- 
chanting, bewitching. Scottish & N English bonny, 
dated taking, archaic comely, fair 


Engines 


beam engine 
Diesel engine 
donkey engine 
double-acting engine 



external-combustion 

engine 

flat-four engine 
Aatheadjcnglne 
fouMtnfa (engine) 
gas turbine 
beat engine 
Intefraksombustioji 


engine 
ion engine 

fa* 

HMarnMt 


Ottocngfaw 
fmwm cngpni 

pub* jet engine 4 


redfet engine 
ramjet engine 
rebore 

reciprocating engine 
rocket engine 
rotary engine 
stationary engine 
steam engine 
stemdrtv* 


Stifling engine 
strafofee^ght 
turbine 
tuifeofen 


iwwp 
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engender | England 


Engineers 

Anthemius {Greek) 

Armstrong, Edwin (American) 
Armstrong, Wiliam (English) 
Austin, Herbert (English) 

Baird, John Logie (Scottish) 

Baker, Benjamin (English) 
Bardeen, John (American) 
Bazalgette, Joseph (English) 
Beeching, Richard (English) 

Benz, Karl (German) 

Bessemer, Henry (English) 

Bteriot, Louis (French) 

Boulton, Matthew (English) 
Bramah, Joseph (English) 

Brassey, Thomas (English) 

Braun, Wemher von (American, b. 

in Germany) 

Brindley, James (English) 

Brunei, Isambard Kingdom 
(English) 

Brunei. Marc Isambard (British, b. 
In France) 

Carnot. Nicolas Leonard Sadi 
(French) 

Cartwright, Edmund (English) 
Cayley. George (English) 
Churchward, George Jackson 
(English) 

Cockerell. Christopher (English) 
Coulomb, Charles-AugustHi de 
(French) 

Curtiss, Glenn (American) 

Daimler. Gottlieb (German) 

Daten, Nits (Swedish) 

De Forest, Lee (American) 

Diesel. Rudolf (German, b. in 
France) 

Donkin, Brian (English) 

Eckert, John Prosper (American) 
Eiffel, Alexandre (French) 

Ericsson, John (Swedish) 

Evans. Oliver (American) 


Ferranti, Sebastian (English) 
Fleming, John (English) 
fokker, Anthony (American, b. in 
the Netherlands) 

Fresnel, Augustin Jean (French) 
Froude, William (English) 

Fulton, Robert (American) 

Gabor, Dennis (British, b* In 
Hungary) 

Goddard, Robert (American) 
Goldmark, Peter Carl (American, 
b. in Hungary) 

Gresley, (Herbert) Nigel (Scottish) 
Guericke, Otto von (German) 
Heaviside. Oliver (English) 
Helnket, Ernst (German) 

Hero of Alexandria (Greek) 
Hollerith, Herman (American) 
Ilyushin, Sergei (Soviet) 

Jansky, Kari (American) 

Junkers, Hugo (German) 

Kennelly, Arthur (American) 
Kettering, Charles Franklin 
(American) 

Kilby, Jack (American) 

Leonardo da Vinci (Italian) 
Ullenthal, Otto (German) 

Locke. Joseph (English) 

Marconi, Gugllelmo (Italian) 
Mauchly, John (American) 
Maudslay, Henry (English) 
Messerschmldt, Willy (German) 
Mitchell. R. J. (English) 

Nasmyth, James (Scottish) 

Nervi, Pier (Italian) 

Newcomen, Thomas (English) 
Nobel, Alfred (Swedish) 

Nobile, Umberto (Italian) 

Olsen, Kenneth (American) 

Otto, Nikolaus (German) 

Parsons, Charles (English) 

Piccard. Jean (American, b. In 


Switzerland) 

Pickering, WHHam Hayward 
(American, bom in NZ) 
Porsche, Ferdinand (Austrian) 
Renault Louis (French) 

Rennie. John (Scottish) 

Roe, (Edwin) AIDott Verdon 
(English) 

RoebHng, John (American, b. In 
Germany) 

Savery. Thomas (English) 
Shannon, Claude Etwood 
(American) 

Siemens, Ernst Werner von 
(German) 

Siemens. Charles William (British, 
b. in Germany) 

Sikorsky, Igor (American, b. in 
Russia) 

Sinclair, CHve (English) 

Stanier, William (English) 
Stefnmetz, Charles (American, b. 
In Germany) 

Stephenson, George (English) 
Stephenson, Robert (English) 
Stirling, Robert (Scottish) 

Taylor, Frederick (American) 
Telford, Thomas (Scottish) 

Tesla. Nikola (American, b. in 
Croatia) 

Trevithick. Richard (English) 
Tsiolkovsky, Konstantin (Russian) 
Vauban, Sebastian Le Prestre de 
(French) 

Vitruvius (Roman) 

WaHis. Barnes (English) 

Watt, James (Scottish) 

Westing house, George 
(American) 

Whittle. Frank (English) 


-opposites unappealing 

engender ► verb Q his works engendered consid - 
erable controversy cause, be the cause of, give 
nse to, bring about, occasion, lead to, result in, 
produce, create, generate, arouse, rouse, in- 
spire. provoke, kindle, trigger, spark, stir up, 
whip up, induce, incite, instigate, foment, 
poetic/ literary beget, enkindle © {archaic) he engen- 
dered six children father, sire, bnng mto the 
world, spawn, breed, poetic/ literary beget 

engine ► noun Qa car engine motor, machine, 
mechanism. See list © the main engine of change 
cause, agent, instrument, originator, initiator, 
generator. 0 {histoncaf) engines of war device, 
contraption, apparatus, machine, appliance, 
mechanism, implement, instrument, tool. 

engineer ► noun Qa structural engineer design- 
er, planner, builder. See list, ©the ship's engineer 
operator, driver, controller, ©the prime engin- 
eer of the approach: originator, deviser, design- 
er, architect, inventor, developer, creator; mas- 
termind. 

► vtfb he engineered a takeover deal bring about, 
arrange, pull off, bring off, contrive, man- 
oeuvre. manipulate, negotiate, organize, or- 


chestrate, choreograph, mount, stage, master- 
mind, originate, manage, stage-manage, coord- 
inate, control, superintend, direct, conduct, in- 
formal wangle 

engineering ► noun. See list 


Branches of Engineering 


aerodynamics 
aeronautical , 
engineering 
aerospace engineering 
agricultural 
engineering 
astronautics 
automotive 
engineering 
chemical engineering 
dvH engineering 
cosmonautics 
electrical engineering 
electronics engineering 


environmental 
engineering 
ergonomics 
fluid dynamics 
geotechnics 
hydraulics 

mechanical engineering 
mining engineering 
naval engineering 
nuclear engineering 
process engineering 
production engineering 
structural engineering 


England ►noun Qnt informal Blighty; Austral /NZ 
Informal Old Dart; poetic /literary Albion See list. 


engrained | enlarge 

Counties of England 

COUNTY 

COUNTY TOWN 

Bedfordshire 

Bedford 

Berkshire 

Reading 

Buckinghamshire 

Aylesbury 

Cambridgeshire 

Cambridge 

Cheshire 

Chester 

Cornwall 

Truro 

Cumbria 

Carlisle 

Derbyshire 

Matlock 

Devon 

Exeter 

Dorset 

Dorchester 

Durham 

Durham 

East Sussex 

Lewes 

Essex 

Chelmsford 

Gloucestershire 

Gloucester 

Hampshire 

Winchester 

Herefordshire 

Hereford 

Hertfordshire 

Hertford 

Isle of Wight 

Newport 

Kent 

Maidstone 

Lancashire 

Preston 

Leicestershire 

Leicester 

Lincolnshire 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Norfolk 

Northamptonshire 

Northampton 

Northumberland 

Morpeth 

North Yorkshire 

Northallerton 

Nottinghamshire 

Nottingham 

Oxfordshire 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Oakham 

Shropshire 

Shrewsbury 

Somerset 

Taunton 

Staffordshire 

Stafford 

Suffolk 

Ipswich 

Surrey 

Kingstonnipon-Thames 

Warwickshire 

Warwick 

West Sussex 

Chichester 

Wiltshire 

Trowbridge 

Worcestershire 

Worcester 

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES 

Greater London 


Greater Manchester 


Merseyside 


South Yorkshire 


Tyne and Wear 


West Midlands 


West Yorkshire 


TRADITIONAL COUNTIES 

Cumberland 


Ely, Isle of 


Huntingdonshire 


Mddlesex 


Sussex 


Westmorland 


.Vtokshtre 


fMHB COUNTIES (1S7«~M) 

Avon 


CtewUnd 


Humberside 



•n grained ► adjective. See ingrained. 

engrave ►verb Qmy name was engraved cm the 
ring: carve, inscribe, cut (in), incise, chisel, 
chase, score, notch, etch, imprint, impress 
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0 the image was engraved in his memory fix, set, 
imprint, stamp, brand, impress, embed, etch 
engraving ►noun etching, print, impression, 
lithograph; plate, dry point, woodcut, linocut 
engross ►verb absorb, engage, nvet, gnp, 
hold, interest, involve, occupy, preoccupy; fas- 
cinate, captivate, enthral, intrigue 
engrossed ► adjective absorbed, involved, 
interested, occupied, preoccupied, immersed, 
caught up, nveted, gripped, rapt, fascinated, 
intent, captivated, enthralled, intrigued 
engrossing ► adjective absorbing, interesting, 
riveting, gripping, captivating, compelling, 
compulsive, fascinating, intriguing, enthralling, 
informal unputdownable 

engulf ►verb inundate, flood, deluge, immeise, 
swamp, swallow up. submerge, bury, envelop, 
overwhelm 

enhance ►verb increase, add to. intensify, 
heighten, magnify, amplify, inflate, strengthen, 
build up, supplement, augment, boost, raise, 
lift, elevate, exalt, improve, ennch, comple- 
ment 

-opposites diminish 

enigma ► noun mystery, puzzle, nddle, conun' 
drum, paradox, problem, a closed book, informal 
poser 

enigmatic ► adjective mysterious, inscrutable, 
puzzling, mystifying, baffling, perplexing, im- 
penetrable, unfathomable, sphinx-like, Delphic, 
oracular, cryptic, elliptical, ambiguous, equivo- 
cal, paradoxical, obscure, oblique, secret 
enjoin ► verb URGE, encourage, admonish, 
press, instruct, direct, require, order, com- 
mand, tell, call on, demand, charge, formal ad- 
jure, poetic/ literary bid 

enjoy ►verb Qhe enjoys playing the piano like, 
love, be fond of, be entertained by, take pleas- 
ure in, be keen on. delight in, appreciate, rel- 
ish, revel in, adore, lap up, savour, luxuriate 
in, bask in, informal get a kick out of, get a thnil 
out of. get a buzz out of, go a bundle on 0she 
hod always enjoyed good health benefit from, 
have the benefit of, be blessed with, be fa- 
voured with, be endowed with, be possessed 
of, possess, own, boast 
-opposites dislike, lack 
■ enjoy oneself have fun, have a good time, 
have the time of one’s life, make merry, cele- 
brate, revel, informal party, have a ball, have a 
whale of a time, whoop it up, let one’s hair 
down 

enjoyable ►adjective entertaining, amusing, 
diverting, delightful, to one’s liking, pleasant, 
congenial, convivial, lovely, fine, good, great, 
agreeable, pleasurable, delicious, delectable, 
satisfying, gratifying, marvellous, wonderful, 
magnificent, splendid; informal super, fantastic, 
fabulous, fab, terrific, grand, magic; Bnt informal 
brilliant, bnll, smashing, 
enjoyment ►noun pleasure, fun, entertain- 
ment, amusement, diversion, recreation, relax- 
ation. delight, happiness, merriment, joy, gai- 
ety, jollity, satisfaction, gratification, liking, 
relish, gusto, humorous delectation; dated sport, 
enlarge ► verb Q they enlarged the scope of their 
research: extend, expand, grow, add to, amplify, 
augment, magnify, build up, supplement, 
widen, broaden, stretch, lengthen; elongate, 
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enlargement | enraged 


deepen, thicken Qthe lymph glands had en- 
larged swell, distend, bloat, bulge, dilate, tu- 
mefy. blow up, puff up, balloon ©he enlarged 
on this subject elaborate on, expand on, add to, 
build on, flesh out, put flesh on the bones of, 
add detail to, expatiate on, develop, fill out, 
embellish, embroider 
-opposites reduce, shrink 

enlargement ► noun expansion, extension, 
growth, amplification, augmentation, addition, 
magnification, widening, broadening, lengthen- 
ing, elongation, deepening, thickening, swell- 
ing, distension, dilation, tumefaction 

enlighten ► verb inform, tell, make aware, 
open someone’s eyes, notify, illuminate, ap- 
prise. brief, update, bring up to date, disabuse, 
set straight, informal put in the picture, clue in. 
fill in, put wise, bring up to speed 

enlightened ► adjective informed, well in- 
formed. aware, sophisticated, advanced, de- 
veloped. liberal, open-minded, broad-minded, 
educated, knowledgeable, wise, civilized, re- 
fined, cultured, cultivated 
-opposites benighted 

enlightenment ► noun insight, understand- 
ing, awareness, wisdom, education, learning, 
knowledge, illumination, awakening, instruc- 
tion. teaching, sophistication, advancement, 
development, open-mindedness, broad-minded- 
ness, culture, refinement, cultivation, civiliza- 
tion 

enlist ►verb Qhe enlisted in the Royal Engineers 
join up, join, enrol in, sign up for, volunteer 
for. Bnt archaic take the King’s shilling 0 he was 
enlisted in the army recruit, call up, enrol, sign 
up, conscript, US draft, induct, archaic levy Qhe 
enlisted the help oj a friend obtain, engage, se- 
cure, win, get, procure 

enliven ►verb Qa meeting enlivened by her wit 
and vivacity liven up. spice up, add spice to, 
ginger up. perk up, vitalize, leaven, informal pep 
up 0the visit had enlivened my mother cheer up, 
brighten up, liven up, raise someone’s spirits, 
uplift, gladden, buoy up. animate, vivify, vital- 
ize, invigorate, restore, revive, refresh, stimu- 
late, rouse, boost, exhilarate, N Amer light a 
fire under, informal perk up, buck up. pep up 

en masse ►adverb (all) together, as a 
group, as one. en bloc, as a whole, in a body, 
wholesale 

enmesh ►verb embroil, entangle, ensnare, 
snare, trap, entrap, ensnarl, involve, catch up. 
mix up, bog down, mire 

enmity ►noun hostility, animosity, antagon- 
ism. friction, antipathy, animus, acrimony, bit- 
terness, rancour, resentment, aversion, ill feel- 
ing. bad feeling, ill will, bad blood, hatred, 
hate, loathing, odium, malice, spite, spiteful- 
ness, venom, malevolence, Bnt informal needle 
-opposites friendship 

ennoble ► verb dignify, honour, exalt, elevate, 
raise, enhance, add dignity to, distinguish; 
magnify, glorify, aggrandize 
-opposites demean. 

ennui ►noun boredom, tedium, listlessness, 
lethargy, lassitude, languor, weariness, enerva- 
tion; malaise, dissatisfaction, melancholy, 
world-weariness, depression, Weltschmerz. 


enormity ► noun Q the enormity of the task im 
mensity, hugeness, size, extent, magnitude, 
greatness Qthe enormity of his crimes wicked 
ness, evil, vileness, baseness, depravity, outra- 
geousness, monstrousness, hideousness, hein- 
ousness, horror, atrocity, villainy, cruelty, in- 
humanity. mercilessness, brutality, savagery, 
viciousness ©the enormtties of the regime out 
rage, horror, evil, atrocity, barbarity, abomin- 
ation, monstrosity, obscenity, iniquity, crime, 
sin, violation, wrong, offence, disgrace, injust- 
ice, abuse 

enormous ► adjective huge, vast, immense, gi- 
gantic. very big, great, giant, massive, colossal, 
mammoth, tremendous, mighty, monumental, 
epic, prodigious, mountainous, king-size(d), ti- 
tanic, towering, elephantine, gargantuan, mfor- 
mal mega, monster, whopping (great), humon- 
gous, jumbo, astronomical, Bnt informal whack- 
ing (great), ginormous 
-opposites tiny 

enormously ►adverb ©an enormously import' 
ant factor very, extremely, really, exceedingly, 
exceptionally, tremendously, immensely, huge- 
ly. singularly, particularly, eminently, informal 
terrifically, awfully, terribly, senously, desper 
ately, ultra, damn, damned, Bnt informal ever so, 
well, dead, jolly, N Amer informal real, mighty, 
darned, informal, dated frightfully 0 prices vary 
enormously considerably, greatly, very much, a 
great deal, a lot 
-opposites slightly 

enough ► determiner they had enough food suffi 
cient, adequate, ample, the necessary, informal 
plenty of 

-opposites insufficient 

► pronoun there's enough for everyone sufficient, 
plenty, a sufficient amount, an adequate 
amount, as much as necessary, a sufficiency, 
an ample supply, one's fill 
en passant ►adverb in passing, incidentally, 
by the way, parenthetically, while on the sub- 
ject. apropos 

enquire, inquire ►verb Q1 enquired about 
part-time training courses ask, make enquiries, 
question someone, request information Qthe 
commission is to enquire into alleged illegal pay- 
ments investigate, conduct an enquiry, probe, 
look into, research, examine, explore, delve 
into, informal check out 

enquiring, inquiring ►adjective inquisitive, 
curious, interested, questioning, probing, 
searching, investigative 

enquiry, inqpiry ►noun O telephone enquiries 
question, query 0an enquiry into alleged secunfy 
leaks investigation, probe, examination, ex- 
ploration, inquest, hearing 

enrage ►verb anger, infuriate, incense, mad- 
den, inflame, antagonize, provoke, exasperate. 
informal dnve mad/crazy, dnve up the wall, 
make someone see red, make someone’s blood 
boil, make someone’s hackles nse, get some- 
one’s back up, get someone’s dander up, N 
Amer informal burn up. 

-opposites placate. 

enraged ►adjoctive furious, infuriated, veiy 
angry, irate, incensed, raging, incandescent, 
fuming, ranting, raving, seething, beside one- 
self, informal mad, hopping mad, wild, livid, boil- 
ing, apoplectic, hot under the collar, on the 
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warpath, foaming at the mouth, steamed up, 
m a paddy, fit to be tied, poetic/ literary wrathful 
-opposites calm 

enrapture ►verb delight, enchant, captivate, 
charm, enthral, entrance, bewitch, beguile, 
transport, thnll, excite, exhilarate, intoxicate, 
take someone’s breath away, informal bowl 
someone over, blow someone’s mind, poetic/ 
literary ravish 

enrich ► verb enhance, improve, better, add to, 
augment, supplement, complement, boost, ele- 
vate, raise, lift, refine 
-opposites spoil 

enrol ►verb O they both enrolled for the course 
register, sign on/up, put one’s name down, 
apply, volunteer, matriculate, enter, join 
©280 new members were enrolled accept, admit, 
take on. registei, sign on/up, recruit, engage, 
matriculate, impanel 

en route ►adverb on the way, in transit, dur- 
ing the journey, along/on the road, on the 
move, coming, going, proceeding, travelling 
ensconce ►verb settle, install, plant, pos- 
ition, seat, sit, sit down, establish, informal park, 
plonk 

ensemble ►noun ©a Bulgarian folk ensemble 
group, band, company, troupe, cast, chorus, 
corps, informal combo ©the buildings present a 
charming provincial ensemble whole, entity, unit, 
body, set, combination, composite, package, 
sum, total, totality, entirety, aggregate ©a 
pink and black ensemble outfit, costume, suit, 
separates, coordinates, informal get-up 
enshrine ►verb set down, set out, spell out. 
express, lay down, set m stone, embody, real- 
ize, manifest, incorporate, represent, contain, 
include, preserve, treasure, immortalize, cher- 
ish 

enshroud ►verb {poetic/ literary) envelop, veil, 
shroud, swathe, cloak, cloud, enfold, surround, 
bury, cover, conceal, obscure, blot out. hide, 
mask, poetic /literary mantle 
ensign ►noun flag, standard, colour(s), ban- 
ner, pennant, pennon, streamer, banderole 
enslavement ► noun slavery, servitude, 
bondage, forced labour, exploitation, oppres- 
sion, bonds, chains, fetters, shackles, yoke, his- 
toncal thraldom 
-opposites liberation 

ensnare ►vvb capture, catch, trap, entrap, 
snare, net, entangle, embroil, enmesh 
ensue ► verb result, follow, be consequent on, 
develop, proceed, succeed, emerge, stem, arise, 
denve, issue, occur, happen, take place, come 
next/after, transpire, supervene, formal eventu- 
ate; poetic/ literary come to pass, befall 
ensure ►verb Q ensure that the surface is com - 
pletely clean make sure, make certain, see to it, 
check, confirm, establish, verify Q legislation to 
ensure equal opportunities for aU: secure, guaran- 
tee, assure, certify, set the seal on, clinch, 
entail ►wrb involve, necessitate, require, 
need, demand, call for, mean, imply; cause, 
produce, result m, lead to, give rise to, occa- 
sion 

entangle ►verb ©their parachutes became en- 
tangled twist, intertwine, entwine, tangle, 
ravel, snarl, knot, coil, mat © the fish are easily 
entangled in fine nets: catch, capture, trap, 


snare, ensnare, entrap, enmesh ©he was entan- 
gled in a lawsuit involve, implicate, embroil, 
mix up, catch up. bog down, mire 

entanglement ► noun O their entanglement in 
the war involvement, embroilment © romantic 
entanglements affair, relationship, love affair, 
romance, amour, fling, dalliance, liaison, in- 
volvement, intngue, complication 

entente ► noun understanding, agreement, ar- 
rangement. entente cordiale, settlement, deal, 
alliance, treaty, pact, accord, convention, con- 
cordat 

enter ►verb © police entered the house go in/ 
into, come m/into, get m/into, set foot in, 
cross the threshold of, gain access to ©a bullet 
entered his chest penetrate, pierce, puncture, 
perforate, poetic/ literary transpierce ©he entered 
politics in 1979 get involved in. jom, throw one- 
self into, engage in, embark on, take up, par- 
ticipate in, take part in, play a part/role m, 
contribute to © the planning entered a new phase 
reach, move into, get to, begin, start, com- 
mence © they entered the Army at eighteen join, 
become a member of, enrol m/for, enlist in, 
volunteer foi, sign up for, take up ©she en- 
tered a cookery competition go in for, put one’s 
name down for, register for, enrol for, sign 
on/up for, compete in. take part in, participate 
m © the cashier entered the details in a ledger * re 
cord, write, set down, put down, take down, 
note, ]ot down, put on record, minute, register, 
log Q please enter your password key (in), type 
(in), tap in © (Law) he entered u plea of guilty 
submit, register, lodge, record, file, put for- 
ward, present 
-opposites leave 

enterprise ►noun © a joint enterprise under 
taking, endeavour, venture, exercise, activity, 
operation, task, business, proceeding, project, 
scheme, plan, programme, campaign ©a 
woman with enterprise initiative, resourcefulness, 
entrepreneunalism, imagination, ingenuity, in- 
ventiveness, originality, creativity, quick- 
wittedness, native wit, cleverness, enthusiasm, 
dynamism, drive, ambition, energy, boldness, 
danng, courage, informal gumption, get-up-and- 
go. oomph ©a profit-making enterprise busi 
ness, company, firm, venture, organization, 
operation, concern, corporation, establishment, 
partnership, informal outfit, set-up. 

enterprising ► adjactiva resourceful, entre- 
preneurial, imaginative, ingenious, inventive, 
creative, quick-witted, clever, bright, sharp, 
sharp-witted, enthusiastic, dynamic, ambitious, 
energetic, bold, danng, courageous, adventur- 
ous, informal go-ahead 
-opposites unimaginative, 
entertain ► varb ©he wrote stories to entertain 
them ■ amuse, divert, delight, please, charm, 
cheer, interest, engage, occupy, absorb, en- 
gross ©he entertains foreign visitors, receive, 
play host/hostess to, invite (round/over), throw 
a party for; wine and dine, feast, cater for, 
feed, treat, welcome, fete, ©we don’t entertain 
much: receive guests, have people round/over, 
have company, hold /throw a party. ©/ would 
never entertain such an idea: consider, give con- 
sideration to, contemplate, think about, give 
thought to; countenance, tolerate, support, for- 
ma/ brook. 

-opposites bore, reject 
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entertainer ► noun performer, artist. artiste 
See list For individual people, see lists at ballet, 

CONDUCTOR, INSTRUMENTALIST, JAZZ, OPERA- 


Entertainers 

See dso player, singer. 


acrobat 

actor 

actress 

busker 

chorus girl 

down 

comedian 

comedienne 

comic 

conjuror 

contortionist 

dancer 

disc jockey (DJ) 

drag artist 

escape artist 

escapologist 

exotic dancer 

female impersonator 

fire-eater 

gleeman 

go-go dancer 

gulser 

harlequin 

hypnotist 

illusionist 

impersonator 

impressionist 

instrumentalist 

Jester 

jongleur 

juggler 

lap dancer 

Hon tamer 

magician 


merry andrew 
mime artist 
mimic 

mind reader 

minstrel 

mummer 

musician 

one-man band 

organ grinder 

player 

puppeteer 

raconteur 

raconteuse 

redcoat 

ringmaster 

singer 

singsong girl 

snake charmer 

song-and-dance act 

stand-up comedian 

stripper 

striptease artist 

strongman 

sword-swallower 

Thespian 

tightrope walker 

tragedian 

tragedienne 

trapeze artist 

trouper 

tumbler 

unlcydist 

vaudeviilian 

ventriloquist 


entertaining ► adjective delightful, enjoy' 
able, diverting, amusing, pleasing, agreeable, 
appealing, engaging, interesting, fascinating, 
absorbing, compelling, humorous, funny, com- 
ical, informal fun 

entertainment ► noun Qhe read for entertain - 
ment amusement, pleasure, leisure, recreation, 
relaxation, fun, enjoyment, interest, diversion, 
N Amer informal rec ©an entertainment for the em- 
peror show, performance, presentation, pro- 
duction, extravaganza, spectacle 

enthral ► verb captivate, charm, enchant, be- 
witch, fascinate, beguile, entrance, delight, 
win, ensnare, absorb, engross, nvet. gnp, trans- 
fix, hypnotize, mesmerize, spellbind 
-opposites bore 

enthralling ► adjective fascinating, entran- 
cing, enchanting, bewitching, captivating, 
charming, beguiling, delightful; absorbing, en- 
grossing. compelling, riveting, gripping, excit- 
ing. spellbinding; informal unputdownable. 

enthuse ►verb Of enthused about the idea. 
rave, be enthusiastic, gush, wax lyrical, be ef- 
fusive, get all worked up, rhapsodize; praise to 
the skies; Informal go wild/mad/crazy; N. Amer. in- 
formal ballyhoo, ©he enthuses people, motivate, 
inspire, stimulate, encourage, spur (on), galvan- 
ize, rouse, excite, stir (up), fire, inspirit 


enthusiasm ► noun ©she worked with enthusi- 
asm • eagerness, keenness, ardour, fervour, pas- 
sion, zeal, zest, gusto, energy, verve, vigour, 
vehemence, fire, spirit, avidity, wholehearted- 
ness, commitment, willingness, devotion, earn- 
estness, informal get-up-and-go Qthey put their 
enthusiasms to good use interest, passion, obses- 
sion, mania; inclination, preference, penchant, 
predilection, fancy, pastime, hobby, recreation, 
pursuit 

-opposites apathy 

enthusiast ► noun FAN, devotee, aficionado, 
lover, admirer, follower, expert, connoisseur, 
authority, pundit, informal buff, freak, fanatic, 
nut, fiend, addict, maniac 

enthusiastic ► adjective eager, keen, avid, 
ardent, fervent, passionate, zealous, vehement, 
excited, wholehearted, committed, devoted, 
fanatical, earnest 

entice ► verb tempt, lure, attract, appeal to, in- 
vite, persuade, convince, beguile, coax, woo, se 
duce, lead on, informal sweet- talk 

enticement ► noun lure, temptation, allure, 
attraction, appeal, draw, pull, bait, charm, se- 
duction. fascination, informal come-on 

enticing ► adjective tempting, alluring, attract- 
ive, appealing, inviting, seductive, beguiling, 
charming, magnetic, irresistible 

entire ► adjective QJ devoted my entire life to him 
whole, complete, total, full, undivided ©only 
one oj the gates is entire intact, unbroken, un- 
damaged, unimpaired, unscathed, unspoiled, 
perfect, in one piece ©they are in entire agree- 
ment absolute, total, utter, out-and-out. thor- 
ough. wholehearted, unqualified, unreserved, 
outright 

-opposites partial, broken 

entirely ► adverb O that's entirely out of the ques 
tion absolutely, completely, totally, wholly, 
utterly, quite, altogether, in every respect, 
thoroughly, downright, one hundred per cent 
©a gift entirely for charitable purposes solely, 
only, exclusively, purely, merely, just, alone 

entirety ►noun whole, total, aggregate, total- 
ity, sum total 
-opposites part 

■ In Its entirety completely, entirely, totally, 
fully, wholly, in every respect, in every way, 
one hundred per cent, all the way, every inch, 
to the hilt, to the core 

entitle ► verb © this pass entitles yor.i to visit the 
museum qualify, make eligible, authorize, 
allow, permif, enable, empower ©a chapter en- 
titled ' Comedy and Tragedy ’ title, name, call, 
label, designate, dub, formal denominate 

entitlement ► noun o their entitlement to bene- 
fits right, prerogative, claim, permission, dis- 
pensation. privilege ©your holiday entitlement 
allowance, allocation, quota, ration, limit 

entity ► noun Qa single entity being, creature, 
individual, organism, life form, person; body, 
object, article, thing. © the distinction between en- 
tity and nonentity • existence, being, life, living, 
animation, substance, essence, reality, actual- 
ity 

entomb ►verb inter, lay to rest, bury; informal 
plant; poetic/ literary inhume, sepulchre 
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entourage ► noun retinue, escort, cortege, 
train, suite, court, staff, bodyguard, attendants, 
companions, retainers 

entrails ► plural noun intestines, bowels, guts, 
viscera, internal organs, vital organs, offal, infor- 
mal insides, innards 

entrance 1 ► noun Q the mam entrance entry, 
way in. access, ingress, approach, door, portal, 
gate, opening, mouth, entrance hall, foyer, 
lobby, porch, N Amer entryway Qthe entrance 
of Mrs Knight appearance, amval, entry, in- 
gress, coming ©he was refused entrance admis- 
sion, admittance, (nght of) entry, access, in- 
gress 

-opposites exit, departure 
entrance 2 ► verb QI was entranced by her 
beauty enchant, bewitch, beguile, captivate, 
mesmerize, hypnotize, spellbind, enthral, en- 
gross, absorb, fascinate, stun, overpower, elec- 
trify, charm, delight, informal bowl over, knock 
out 0 Orpheus entranced the wild beasts cast a 
spell on, bewitch, hex. spellbind, hypnotize, 
mesmerize 

entrant ►noun Q university entrants new mem 
ber, new amval, beginner, newcomer, fresher, 
freshman, recruit, novice, neophyte, N Amer 
tenderfoot, informal rookie, N Amer informal green- 
horn 0 a prize will be awarded to the best entrant 
competitor, contestant, contender participant, 
candidate, applicant 

entrap ►verb Q fishing lines can entrap wildlife 
trap, snare, ensnare, entangle, enmesh, catch, 
capture 0 he was entrapped by an undercover po- 
liceman entice, lure, inveigle, bait, decoy, trap 
lead on, tnck. deceive, dupe, hoodwink, informal 
set up. frame, Bnt informal fit up 

entreat ►verb implore, beg, plead with, pray, 
ask, request, bid, enjoin, appeal to, call on, pe- 
tition. solicit, poetic/ literary beseech 
entreaty ► noun plea, appeal, request, peti- 
tion. suit, application, claim, solicitation, sup- 
plication, prayer 

entree ►noun Q there are a dozen entrees on the 
menu main course, main dish 0an excellent en- 
tree into the profession (means of) entry, en- 
trance, ingress, route, path, avenue, way, key, 
passport 

entrench, intrench ►verb establish, set- 
tle. lodge, set, root, install, plant, embed, seat, 
informal dig m 

entrenched, intrenched ►adjective in 

grained, established, confirmed, fixed, firm, 
deep-seated, deep-rooted, unshake able, indel- 
ible, ineradicable, inexorable 
entre nous ►adverb between ourselves, be- 
tween us, between you and me, in confidence, 
confidentially, privately, off the record, informal 
between you and me and the gatepost 
entrepreneur ► noun businessman/woman, 
enterpriser, speculator, tycoon, magnate, 
mogul, dealer, trader, promoter, impresario, in- 
formal wheeler-dealer, whizz-kid, mover and 
shaker, go-getter, high-flyer 
entrust ►verb Ohi was entrusted with the task. 
charge, invest, endow, burden, encumber, sad- 
dle 0 the powers entrusted to the Home Secretary. 
assign, confer on, bestow on, vest in, consign, 
delegate, depute, devolve; give, grant, vouch- 
safe Qshe entrusted them to the hospital: hand 


over, give custody of, turn over, commit, con- 
sign, deliver, formal commend 

entry ► noun moment of entry appearance, 
amval, entrance, ingress, coming 0 the entry to 
the flats entrance, way in, access, ingress, ap- 
proach, door, portal, gate, entrance hall, foyer, 
lobby, N Amer entryway ©he was rejused entry 
admission, admittance, entrance, access, in- 
gress Q entries in the cash book item, record, 
note, listing, memo, memorandum, account 
Qdata entry recording, archiving, logging, 
documentation, capture ©we must pick a win- 
ner from the entries contestant, competitor, 
contender, entrant, participant, candidate, ap- 
plicant, submission, entry form, application 
-opposites departure, exit 

entwine ►verb wind round, twist round, coil 
round, weave, intertwine, interlace, inter- 
weave, entangle, tangle, twine, braid, plait, 
knit 

enumerate ►verb Q he enumerated four object- 
ives list, itemize, set out, give, cite, name, spe- 
cify, identify, spell out, detail, particularize 
0 ( formal) they enumerated hospntal readmission 
rates calculate, compute, count, add up, tally, 
total, number, quantify, reckon, work out, Bnt 
tot up 

enunciate ►verb ©she enunciated each word 
slowly pronounce, articulate, say. speak, utter, 
voice, vocalize, sound, mouth 0 a document 
enunciating the policy express, state, put into 
words, declare, profess, set forth, assert, affirm, 
put forward, air, proclaim 

envelop ►verb surround, cover, enfold, en- 
gulf, encircle, encompass, cocoon, sheathe, 
swathe, enclose, cloak, scieen, shield, veil, 
shroud 

envelope ►noun wrapper, wrapping, sleeve, 
cover, covenng, casing 

envenom ►verb Q [archaic) the arrows are en- 
venomed poison 0 incidents which envenom inter- 
national relations embitter, sour, poison, jaun- 
dice, taint, antagonize 

enviable ► adjective desirable, desired, fa- 
voured, sought-after, admirable, covetable, at- 
tractive, fortunate, lucky, informal to die for 

envious ►adjective jealous, covetous, desir- 
ous, grudging, begrudging, resentful, bitter, 
green-eyed 

environ ►verb ( formal) surround, encircle, en- 
close, nng, envelop 

environment ►noun Qbirdsfrom many envir- 
onments ■ habitat, territory, domain, surround- 
ings, conditions Qthe hospital environment situ 
ation, setting, milieu, background, backdrop, 
scene, location, context, framework, sphere, 
world, realm, ambience, atmosphere, ©the im- 
pact of pesticides on the environment the natural 
world, nature, the earth, the ecosystem, the 
biosphere, Mother Nature; wildlife, flora and 
fauna, the countryside 

environmentalist ►noun conservationist, 
preservationist, ecologist, nature-lover; informal 
ecofreak, tree hugger 

environs ► plural noun surroundings, sur- 
rounding area, vicinity: locality, neighbour- 
hood, district, region; precincts; N Amer vicin- 
age 
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Eponyms 

EPONVM 

America 
Baedeker 
Bailey bridge 
biro (trademark) 
bloomers 
bobby 

bowdlerlzation 

boycott 

boysenberry 

Braille 

Bunsen burner 

Caesarean section 

cardigan 

Casanova 

chauvinism 

clerihew 

Colt ( trademark ) 

Cyrillic script 

daguerreotype 

Derby (horse race) 

derringer 

diesel 

dolomite 

Dow Jones index 

dunce 

epicure 

Everest, Mount 
filbert 

Fosbury flop 

galvanization 

garibaldi biscuit 

Catling gun 

Geiger counter 

gerrymandering 

Granny Smith (apple) 

greengage 

guillotine 

guppy 

guy 

guyot 

hansom cab 

Hobson’s choice 

Hoover (trademark) 

jacuzzi ( trademark ) 

Kalashnikov 

leotard 

loganberry 

lynch 

macadam 

macadamia 

Mach number 

mackintosh 

magnolia 

martinet 

masochism 

Mason~Dfxon Line 

Mauser (tnodemorfc) 

mausoleum 

maverick 

Melba sauce and Melba 
toast 

mesmerism 
Molotov cocktail 
Morse code 
nicotine 
Nfssen hut 
ornery 


PERSON 

Amerigo Vespucci (Italian explorer) 

Karl Baedeker (German publisher) 

Donald Bailey (English engineer) 

Liszld Bird (Hungarian inventor) 

Amelia Bloomer (American reformer) 

Robert Peel (British statesman) 

Dr Thomas Bowdier (English editor of Shakespeare) 
Capt. Charles Boycott (Irish land agent) 

Robert Boysen (American horticulturist) 

Louis Braille (French educationalist) 

Robert Bunsen (German chemist) 

Julius Caesar (Roman general and statesman) 

James Brudenell. 7th Earl of Cardigan (English soldier) 
Giovanni Casanova (Italian adventurer) 

Nicolas Chauvin (French soldier) 

Edmund Clerihew Bentley (English writer) 

Samuel Coit (American Inventor) 

St Cyril (Greek missionary) 

Louis Daguerre (French physicist and painter) 

Edward Stanley, 12th Earl of Derby (its founder) 

Henry Deringer (American gunsmith) 

Rudolf Diesel (French-bom German engineer) 

Dleudonnd Dolomieu (French geologist) 

Charles Dow and Edward Jones (American economists) 
John Duns Scotus (Scottish theologian) 

Epicurus (Greek philosopher) 

George Everest (British surveyor general of India) 

St Philibert (French saint) 

Richard Fosbury (American high Jumper) 

Luigi Gatvanl (Italian anatomist) 

Giuseppe Garibaldi (Italian leader) 

Richard Gatling (American inventor) 

Hans Geiger (German nudear physicist) 

Elbridge Gerry (Governor of Massachusetts) 

Maria Smith (Australian grower) 

William Gage (English botanist) 

Joseph-lgnace Gulllotln (French physician) 

R. J. Lechmere Guppy (Trinidadian clergyman) 

Guy Fawkes (English conspirator) 

Arnold H. Guyot (Swiss geographer) 

Joseph A. Hansom (English architect) 

Thomas Hobson (English carrier) 

William Hoover (American industrialist) 

Candido Jacuzzi (Italian-born American inventor) 

Mikhail Kalashnikov (Russian weapon designer) 

Jules Uotard (French trapeze artist) 

John H. Logan (American horticulturist) 

William Lynch (American planter) 

John L. McAdam (British surveyor) 

John Macadam (Australian chemist) 

Ernst Mach (Austrian physicist) 

Charles Macintosh (Scottish Inventor) 

Pierre Magnoi (French botanist) 

Jean Martinet (French drill master) 

Leopold von Sacher-Masoch (Austrian novelist) 

Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon (English astronomers) 
Paul von Mauser (German Inventor) 

Mausolus (King of Caria) 

Samuel Maverick (Texan rancher) 

Nellie Melba (Australian opera singer) 

Franz Mesmer (Austrian physician) 

Wacheslav Molotov (Soviet statesman) 

Samuel Mona (American inventor) 

Jean Nkot (French diplomat) 

Peter to Nissan (British engineer) 

Charles Boyle, 4th Eari of Orrery (patron of its inventor) 
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Eponyms (corn.) 

EPOMVM 

PERSON 

pasteurization 

Louis Pasteur (French bacteriologist) 

pavlova 

Anna Pavlova (Russian ballerina) 

peach Melba 

Nellie Melba (Australian opera singer) 

pinchbeck 

Christopher Pinchbeck (English watchmaker) 

platonic 

Plato (Creek philosopher) 

PflmsoH line 

Samuel PtimsoU (English politician) 

pompadour 

Madame de Pompadour (French noblewoman) 

praline 

Marshal de Ptessis-Prasiln (French soldier) 

Pullman 

George Pullman (its American designer) 

pyrrhlc victory 

Pyrrhus (King of Epirus) 

Queensberry rules 

John Douglas. 8th Marquess of Queensberry (their sponsor) 

quisling 

Vidkun Quisling (Norwegian puppet ruler) 

Rachmanlsm 

Peter Rachman (London landlord) 

Rastafarianism 

Emperor Haile Selassie (bom Tafari Makonnen) 

Rubik's cube 

Emo Rubik (Hungarian inventor) 

sadism 

Marquis de Sade (French writer and soldier) 

sandwich 

John Montague, 4th Eari of Sandwich (Its supposed Inventor) 

saxhorn and saxophone 

Charles and Antoine-Joseph Sax (Belgian instrument-makers) 

shrapnel 

Henry Shrapnel (British general) 

sideburns 

Ambrose Burnside (American general) 

silhouette 

ttienne de Silhouette (French author and politician 

sousaphone 

John Philip Sousa (American composer) 

spoonerism 

Revd W. A, Spooner (English scholar) 

Stakhanovite 

Alexei Stakhanov (Russian coal miner) 

stetson 

John B. Stetson (American hat manufacturer) 

stroganoff 

Count Pavel Stroganov (Russian diplomat) 

tarmac (tarmacadam) 

John L McAdam (British surveyor) 

teddy bear 

Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt (American president and bear-hunter) 

thespian 

Thespis (Creek dramatic poet) 

tommy gun 

John Thompson (American general) 

Wellington boot 

Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington (British soldier) 

Winchester rifle 

Oliver Winchester (American weapons manufacturer) 

Vale lock 

Unus Yale, Jr (American locksmith) 

Zeppelin 

Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin (German army officer) 


envisage ► verb Qil was envisaged that the hos- 
pital would open soon foresee, predict, forecast, 
anticipate, expect, think likely © I cannot envis- 
age what the future holds imagine, contemplate, 
visualize, envision, picture, conceive of, think 
of 

envision ► verb visualize, imagine, envisage, 
picture, conceive of, think of. see, intend, 
mean 

envoy ► noun ambassador, emissary, diplomat, 
consul, attache, charge d’affaires, plempoten- 
tiary, nuncio, representative, delegate, proxy, 
surrogate, liaison, spokesperson, agent, inter- 
mediary, mediator, informal go-between, histoncal 
legate 

envy ► noun Qa pang of envy • jealousy, covet- 
ousness, resentment, bitterness, discontent, the 
green-eyed monster Q the firm ts the envy of Eur- 
ope • finest, best, pnde, top, cream, pick, jewel, 
flower, glory, leading light, the crdme de la 
crtme 

► verb QJ admired and envied her be envious of, 
be jealous of; begrudge, be resentful of ©we 
envied her lifestyle covet, desire, aspire to, wish 
for, want, long for, yearn for, hanker after, 
crave 

ephemeral ►adjective transitory, transient, 
fleeting, passing, short-lived, momentary, brief, 
short; temporary, impermanent, short-term; 
fly-by-night. 

-oppositbs permanent 


epic ► noun © the epics of Homer heroic poem, 
story, saga, legend, romance, chronicle, myth, 
fable, tale ©a big Hollywood epic long film, in- 
formal blockbuster 

► adjective Qa traditional epic poem heroic, long, 
grand, monumental, Homeric. Miltonian 
© their epic journey ambitious, heroic, grand, 
great, Herculean, very long, monumental 

epicene ► adjective © o sort of epicene beauty 
sexless, asexual, neuter, androgynous Qhe 
gave an epicene titter effeminate, unmanly, un- 
masculme, girly, girlish, informal camp, campy 
-opposites macho 

epicure ►noun gourmet, gastronome, gour- 
mand, connoisseur; informal foodie. 

epicurean ►noun hedonist, sensualist, plea- 
sure-seeker, sybarite, voluptuary, bon viveur, 
epicure, gourmet, gastronome, connoisseur, 
gourmand. 

► adjective hedonistic, sensualist, pleasure- 
seeking, self-indulgent, sybaritic, voluptuary, 
lotus-eating, decadent, unrestrained, extrava- 
gant. intemperate, immoderate; gluttonous, 
gourmandizing. 

epidemic ►noun Oan epidemic of typhoid: out- 
break, plague, pandemic, epizootic, ©a Joyrid- 
ing epidemic, spate, rash, wave, eruption, out- 
break, craze; flood, torrent; upsurge, upturn, 
increase, growth, rise. 

► adjective the craze is now epidemic : rife, rampant, 
widespread, wide-ranging, extensive, pervasive; 
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epigram | equilibrium 


global, universal, ubiquitous, endemic, pan- 
demic, epizootic 

epigram ► noun witticism, quip, jest. pun. bon 
mot, saying, maxim, adage, aphonsm, apoph- 
thegm, epigraph, informal one-liner, wisecrack, 
(old) chestnut 

epigrammatic * adjective concise, succinct, 
pithy, aphoristic, incisive, short and sweet, 
witty, clever, quick-witted, piquant, sharp, mfor - 
mal snappy 

-opposites expansive 

epilogue ► noun afterword, postscript. PS, 
coda, codicil, appendix, tailpiece, supplement, 
addendum, postlude. rider, back matter, con- 
clusion 

-opposites prologue 

episode ► noun O the best episode of his career 
incident, event, occurrence, happening, occa- 
sion. interlude, chapter, experience, adventure, 
exploit, matter, affair, thing 0the final episode 
of the senes instalment, chapter, passage, part, 
portion, section, component, programme, 
show 0an episode of illness period, spell, bout, 
attack, phase, informal dose 
episodic ► adjective Q episodic wheezing inter 
mittent, sporadic, periodic, fitful, irregular, 
spasmodic, occasional Gan episodic account of 
the war in episodes, m instalments, in sections, 
in parts 

-opposites continuous 

epistle ► noun (formal) letter, missive, commu- 
nication. dispatch, note, line, conespondence. 
news 

epitaph ► noun elegy, commemoration, obitu- 
ary. inscription, legend 

epithet ► noun sobriquet, nickname, byname, 
title, name, label, tag. description, designation, 
informal moniker, handle, formal appellation, de- 
nomination 

epitome ►noun was the epitome of respect- 
ability personification, embodiment, incarna- 
tion, paragon, essence, quintessence, arche- 
type, paradigm, typification, exemplar, model, 
soul, example, height 0an epitome of a larger 
work summary, abstract, synopsis, precis, re- 
sume. outline, digest, summation, abridge- 
ment, abbreviation, condensation 
epitomize ► verb O the town epitomizes the pion- 
eer spirit embody, encapsulate, typify, exem- 
plify, represent, manifest, symbolize, illustrate, 
sum up, personify, formal reify G (archaic) we will 
epitomize the pamphlet See summarize 
epoch ►noun era, age. period, time, span, 
stage, aeon See list at age 
eponym ► noun. See list 
equable ►adjective O an equable man even- 
tempered, calm, composed, collected, self- 
possessed, relaxed, easy-going; nonchalant, in- 
souciant, mellow, mild, tranquil, placid, stable, 
level-headed; imperturbable, unexcitable, un- 
troubled, well balanced; informal unflappable, to- 
gether. laid-back 0an equable dimate ■ stable, 
constant, uniform, unvarying, consistent, un- 
changing. changeless; moderate, temperate. 
-opposites temperamental, extreme 
equal ►adjective O lines of equal length: identi- 
cal. uniform, alike, like, the same, equivalent, 
matching, comparable, similar, corresponding 
O fares equal to a fortnight's wages : equivalent, 


identical, amounting, proportionate to, com- 
mensurate with, on a par with. 0 equal treat- 
ment before the law unbiased, impartial, non- 
partisan, fair, just, equitable, unprejudiced, 
non-discnmmatory. egalitarian, neutral, object- 
ive, disinterested Qan equal contest • evenly 
matched, even, balanced, level, on a par, on an 
equal footing, informal fifty-fifty, level pegging, 
neck and neck 

-opposites different, discriminatory 

► noun they did not treat him as their equal equiva 
lent, peer, fellow, coequal, like, counterpart, 
match, parallel 

► verb O two plus two equals four be equal to, be 
equivalent to, be the same as, come to. amount 
to, make, total, add up to 0he equalled the 
world record match, reach, parallel, be level 
with, measure up to 0 the fable equals that of 
any other poet be as good as. be a match for, 
measure up to, equate with, be in the same 
league as, rival, compete with 

■ equal to capable of, fit for, up to, good/ 
strong enough for, suitable for, suited to. ap- 
propriate for, informal having what it takes 

equality ►noun Owe promote equality for 
women fairness, equal nghts, equal opportun- 
ities, equitability, egalitarianism, impartiality, 
even-handedness, justice G equality between sup- 
ply and demand parity, similarity, comparabil- 
ity. correspondence, likeness, resemblance, 
uniformity, evenness, balance, equilibrium, 
consistency, agreement, congruence, sym- 
metry 

equalize ► verb O attempts to equalize their earn- 
ings make equal, make even, even out/up, 
level, regularize, standardize, balance, square, 
match, bring into line 0 Villa equalized in the se- 
cond half level the score, draw 

equanimity ►noun composure, calm, level- 
headedness, self-possession, cool-headedness, 
presence of mind, serenity, tranquillity, 
phlegm, imperturbability, equilibrium, poise, 
assurance, self-confidence, aplomb, sangfroid, 
nerve, informal cool 
-opposites anxiety 

equate ► verb Q he equates criticism with treach- 
ery identify, compare, bracket, class, associate, 
connect, link, relate, ally Qthe rent equates to 
£24 per square foot correspond, be equivalent, 
amount, equal 0 moves to equate supply and de- 
mand equalize, balance, even out/up, level, 
square, tally, match, make equal, make even, 
make equivalent 

equation ►noun Qa quadratic equation math 
ematical problem, sum, calculation, question 
Qthe equation of success with riches identifica 
tion, association, connection, matching, 
equivalence, correspondence, agreement, com- 
parison 0 other factors came into the equation 
situation, problem, case, question, quandary, 
predicament 

equatorial ►adjective tropical, hot, humid, 
sultry. 

-opposites polar 

equestrian ►adjective an equestrian statue, on 
horseback, mounted, nding. See list. 

► noun tracks for equestrians, (horse) rider, horse- 
man, horsewoman, jockey 

equilibrium ►noun Qthe equilibrium of the 
economy: balance, symmetry, equipoise, parity. 
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Equestrian Sports 


Arab racing 
competitive trail riding 
cross-country 
dressage 
endurance riding 
eventing 
gymkhana 
harness racing 
horse racing 
hunting 

marathon driving 


one-day eventing 

point-to-point 

polo 

puissance 

rodeo 

showing 

showjumping 

skijoring 

steeplechasing 

three-day eventing 

trotting 


equality, stability 0his equilibrium was never 
shaken composure, calm, equanimity, sang' 
ffoid, level-headedness, cool-headedness, im- 
perturbability, poise, presence of mind, self- 
possession, self-command, impassivity, placid- 
ity, tranquillity, serenity, informal cool 
-opposites imbalance, agitation 
equip ► verb O the boat was equipped with a flare 
gun provide, furnish, supply, issue, kit out, 
stock, provision, arm, endow ©the course will 
equip them for the workplace prepare, qualify, 
suit 

equipment ► noun apparatus, paraphernalia, 
articles, appliances, impedimenta, tools, uten- 
sils, implements, instruments, hardware, 
gadgets, gadgetry, stuff, things, kit, tackle, re- 
sources, supplies, trappings, appurtenances, ac- 
coutrements, informal gear, Military materiel, bag- 
gage 

equipoise ►noun O an equipoise of power equi 
librium, balance, evenness, symmetiy, parity, 
equality, equity, stability ©an equipoise to im- 
balances in savings counterweight, counterbal- 
ance, counterpoise, balance, stabilizer 
-opposites imbalance 

equitable ►adjective fair, just, impartial, 
even-handed, unbiased, unprejudiced, egalitar- 
ian. disinterested, objective, neutral, non- 
partisan, open-minded, informal fair and square , 
-opposites unfair 

equity ► noun Q the equity of Finnish society fair 
ness, justness, impartiality, egalitarianism, ob- 
jectivity, balance, open-mindedness ©he owns 
25% of the equity in the property value, worth, 
ownership, rights, proprietorship 
equivalence ► noun equality, sameness, 
interchangeability, comparability, correspond- 
ence, uniformity, similarity, likeness, nearness 
equivalent ► adjective a degree or equivalent 
qualification, equal, identical, similar, parallel, 
analogous, comparable, corresponding, com- 
mensurate; approximate, near 
► noun Denmark’s equivalent of the Daily Mirror 
counterpart, parallel, alternative, match, ana- 
logue. twin, opposite number; equal, peer, 
equivocal ►adjacttva ambiguous, indefinite, 
non-committal, vague, imprecise, inexact, inex- 
plicit, hazy, unclear, cryptic, enigmatic, am- 
bivalent, uncertain, unsure, indecisive 
-opposites definite. 

equivocate ► verb prevaricate, be evasive, 
be non-committal, be vague, be ambiguous, 
dodge the issue, beat about the bush, hedge 
one’s bets, pussyfoot around; vacillate, shilly- 
shally. waver, temporize, hesitate, stall; Brit 


hum and haw, informal sit on the fence, duck 
the issue, rare tergiversate 
era ► noun epoch, age, period, time, span, aeon, 
generation See list at age 
eradicate ►verb eliminate, get nd of. re- 
move, obliterate, exterminate, destroy, annihi- 
late, kill, wipe out, abolish, stamp out, extin- 
guish, quash, erase, efface, excise, expunge 
erase ► verb O they erased his name from all lists 
delete, rub out, wipe off, blot out, blank out, 
cancel, efface, expunge, excise, remove, obliter- 
ate, eliminate © the old differences in style were 
erased destroy, wipe out, obliterate, eradicate, 
abolish, stamp out, quash 
erect ►adjective ©she held her body erect up 
right, straight, vertical, perpendicular, stand- 
ing © an erect penis engorged, enlarged, swol- 
len, tumescent, hard, stiff ©the dog’s fiir was 
erect bristling, standing on end, upright 
-opposites bent, flaccid, flat 
► verb ©the bridge was erected in 1973 build, con- 
struct, put up, assemble, put together, fabri- 
cate ©the party that erected the welfare state es 
tablish, form, set up, found, institute, initiate, 
create, organize 

-opposites demolish, dismantle, lower 
erection ► noun © the erection of a house con 
struction, building, assembly, fabrication, ele- 
vation ©a bleak concrete erection building, 
structure, construction, pile, formal edifice 
0 erect penis, phallus, tumescence, tumidity 
eremite ►noun ( archaic ) hermit, recluse, soli- 
tary, ascetic, histoncal anchonte. anchoress 
ergo ► adverb therefore, consequently, so, as a 
result, hence, thus, accordingly, for that rea- 
son, that being the case, on that account, formal 
whence, archaic wherefore 

erode ►verb wear away/down, abrade, grind 
down, crumble, weather, eat away at, dissolve, 
corrode, rot. decay, undermine, weaken, deteri- 
orate. destroy 

erosion ► noun wearing away, abrasion, attri- 
tion, weathenng, dissolution, corrosion, decay, 
deterioration, disintegration, destruction, rare 
detrition 

erotic ►adjective sexually arousing, sexually 
stimulating, titillating, suggestive, pornograph- 
ic, sexually explicit, lewd, smutty, hard-core, 
soft-core, dirty, racy, nsque, nbald, naughty, 
sexual, sexy, sensual, amatory, seductive, allur- 
ing, tantalizing, informal blue, X-rated, steamy, 
raunchy, euphemistic adult 

err ► verb Q the Judge had erred make a mistake, 
be wrong, be m error, be mistaken, blunder, 
be incorrect, miscalculate, get it wrong; informal 
slip up, screw up, foul up, goof, make a boo- 
boo, bark up the wrong tree, get the wrong 
end of the stick; Brit informal boob ©she struck 
them when they erred misbehave, be bad, be 
naughty, get up to mischief, cause trouble; sin, 
transgress, lapse, clown about/around, fool 
about/around, act the goat; informal mess about/ 
around, act up, Bnt. informal play up 
errand ►noun TASK, job, chore, assignment. 

collection, delivery; mission, undertaking, 
errant ►adjective ©he fined the errant councillors' 
offending, guilty, culpable, misbehaving, delin- 
quent, lawbreaking; troublesome, unruly, dis- 
obedient. ©(archaic) a knight errant: travelling. 
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wandering, itinerant, roaming, roving, voy- 
aging. 

-oppositbs innocent 

erratic ► adjective unpredictable, inconsistent, 
changeable, variable, inconstant, irregular, fit- 
ful, unstable, turbulent, unsettled, changing, 
varying, fluctuating, mutable, unreliable, un- 
dependable, volatile, mercurial, capricious, 
fickle, temperamental, moody 
-opposites consistent 

erring ► adjective offending, guilty, culpable, 
misbehaving, errant, delinquent, lawbreaking, 
aberrant, deviant 

erroneous * adjective wrong, incorrect, mis- 
taken, in error, inaccurate, untrue, false, falla- 
cious, unsound, specious, faulty, flawed, informal 
off beam, way out, full of holes 
-opposites correct 

error ► noun mistake, inaccuracy, miscalcula 
tion, blunder, oversight, fallacy, misconcep- 
tion, delusion, misprint, erratum, informal slip- 
up, bloomer, boo-boo, Bnt informal boob 
■ in error wrongly, by mistake, mistakenly, 
incorrectly, accidentally, by accident, inadvert- 
ently. unintentionally, by chance 

ersatz ► adjective artificial, substitute, imita- 
tion, synthetic, fake, false, mock, simulated, 
pseudo, sham, bogus, spurious, counterfeit, 
manufactured, man-made, informal phoney 
-opposites genuine 

erstwhile * adjective former, old, past, one 
time, sometime, ex-, late, then, previous, formal 
quondam 

-opposites present 

erudite ► adjective learned, scholarly, edu- 
cated, knowledgeable, well read, well in- 
formed, intellectual, intelligent, clever, aca- 
demic, literary, bookish, highbrow, cerebral, in- 
formal brainy, dated lettered 
-opposites ignorant 

erupt ► verb Q the volcano erupted emit lava, be- 
come active, flare up. explode ©Java was erupt- 
ed emit, discharge, eject, expel, spew out, pour 
out, disgorge Qfighting erupted break out, 
flare up, start suddenly, ensue, arise, happen 
©a boil erupted on her temple appear, break 
out, flare up, come to a head, emerge 

eruption ► noun Qa volcanic eruption dis 
charge, ejection, emission, explosion ©an 
eruption of violence outbreak, flare-up, upsurge, 
outburst, breakout, explosion, wave, spate ©a 
skin eruption rash, outbreak, inflammation 

escalate ► verb Q prices have escalated in 
crease rapidly, soar, rocket, shoot up, mount, 
spiral, climb, go up, informal go through the 
roof, skyrocket ©the dispute escalated grow, 
develop, mushroom, increase, heighten, inten- 
sify, accelerate 
-opposites plunge, shrink 
escalation ► noun ©an escalation in oil prices 
increase, nse, hike, growth, leap, upsurge, up- 
turn, climb, ©an escalation of the conflict: in 
tensification, aggravation, exacerbation, mag' 
mfication, amplification, augmentation, expan- 
sion. build-up; deterioration. 

escapade ► noun exploit, stunt, caper. 
antic(s), spree, adventure, venture, mission; 
deed, feat, tnal, expenence; incident, occur- 
rence, event 


escape ► verb © he escaped from prison run 
away/off, get out, break out, break free, make 
a break for it, bolt, flee, take flight, make off. 
take off, abscond, take to one’s heels, make 
one’s getaway, make a run for it, disappear, 
vanish, slip away, sneak away, informal cut and 
run, skedaddle, scarper, vamoose, do a vanish- 
ing act. fly the coop, take French leave, leg it, 
Bnt informal do a bunk, do a runner, N Amer infor- 
mal go on the lam © he escaped hts pursuers get 
away from, escape from, elude, avoid, dodge, 
shake off, informal give someone the slip 0 they 
escaped injury avoid, evade, dodge, elude, miss, 
cheat, sidestep, circumvent, steer clear of, 
shirk, informal duck © lethal gas escaped leak 
(out), seep (out), discharge, emanate, issue, 
flow (out), pour (out), gush (out), spurt (out), 
spew (out) 

► noun © hi s escape from prison getaway, break- 
out, bolt, flight, disappearance, vanishing act, 
Bnt informal flit, informal, dated spring ©a narrow 
escape from death avoidance of, evasion of, cir- 
cumvention of Qa gas escape leak, leakage, 
spill, seepage, discharge, emanation, outflow, 
outpouring, gush, stream, spurt ©an escape 
from boredom distraction, diversion 

escapee ► noun runaway, escaper, absconder, 
jailbreaker, fugitive, truant, deserter, defector 
escapism ► noun fantasy, fantasizing, day- 
dreaming, daydreams reverie, imagination, 
flight(s) of fancy, pipe dreams, wishful think- 
ing, wool-gathering, informal pie m *he sky 
-opposites realism 

eschew ►verb abstain from, refrain from, 
give up, forgo, shun, renounce, steer clear of, 
have nothing to do with, fight shy of, relin- 
quish. reject, disavow, abandon, spurn, wash 
one’s hands of. drop, informal kick, pack m, Bnt 
informal jack in, formal forswear, abjure 
escort ►noun ©a police escort guard, body- 
guard. protector, minder, custodian, attendant, 
chaperone, entourage, retinue, cortege, protec- 
tion. defence, convoy ©her escort for the even- 
ing companion, partner, informal date, ©an 
agency dealing with escorts paid companion, host- 
ess. geisha, gigolo 

► verb Qhe was escorted home by the police con 
duct, accompany, guide, usher, shepherd, take 
©he escorted her in to dinner accompany, part- 
ner, take, bnng 

esoteric ► adjective abstruse, obscure, arcane, 
recherche, rarefied, recondite, abstract, enig- 
matic, inscrutable, cryptic, Delphic, complex, 
complicated, incomprehensible, opaque, im- 
penetrable, mysterious 

especial ►adjective © especial care is required 
particular, (extra) special, superior, exception- 
al, extraordinary, unusual, out of the ordinary, 
uncommon, remarkable, singular Q her especial 
brand of charm ■ distinctive, individual, special, 
particular, distinct, peculiar, personal, own. 
unique, specific 

especially ► adverb ©work poured in, especially 
from Kent : mainly, mostly, chiefly, principally, 
largely, substantially, particularly, primarily, 
generally, usually, typically, ©a committee espe- 
cially for the purpose : expressly, specially, spe- 
cifically, exclusively, just, particularly, explicit- 
ly ©he is especially talented : exceptionally, par- 
ticularly, specially, very, extremely, singularly, 
distinctly, unusually, extraordinarily, uncom- 


espionage | et cetera 


286 


monly, uniquely, remarkably, outstandingly, 
really, informal seriously, majorly, Bnt informal 
jolly, dead, well 

espionage ► noun spying, infiltration, eaves- 
dropping, surveillance, reconnaissance, intelli- 
gence 

espousal ► noun adoption, embracing, accept- 
ance, support, championship, encouragement, 
defence, sponsorship, promotion, endorsement, 
advocacy, approval 

espouse ► verb adopt, embrace, take up. ac- 
cept, welcome; support, back, champion, fa- 
vour, prefer, encourage, promote, endorse, ad- 
vocate 

-opposites reject 

espy ► verb {poetic /literary) catch sight of, 
glimpse, see, spot, spy, notice, observe, discern, 
pick out, detect, poetic/ literary behold, descry 

essay ► noun Q he wrote an essay article, com- 
position, study, paper, dissertation, thesis, dis- 
course. treatise, disquisition, monograph, com- 
mentary. cntique, N Amer theme 0 (format) his 
first essay in telecommunications attempt, effort, 
endeavour, try, venture, tnal, experiment, 
undertaking 

► verb ( formal) many essayed to travel that way at 
tempt, try, strive, venture, endeavour, seek, 
undertake 

OSSanca ► noun O the very essence of economics 
quintessence, soul, spirit, nature, core, heart, 
crux, nucleus, substance, principle, fundamen- 
tal quality, sum and substance, reality, actual- 
ity; informal mtty-gntty © essence of ginger ex 
tract, concentrate, distillate, elixir, decoction, 
juice, tincture, scent, perfume, oil 
sin essence essentially, basically, funda- 
mentally, primarily, principally, chiefly, pre- 
dominantly, substantially, above all, first and 
foremost, effectively, virtually, to all intents 
and purposes, intrinsically, inherently 
B of the essence. See essential adjective sense 
1 

essential ►adjective Qit is essential to remove t 
the paint crucial, necessary, key. vital, indis-* 
pensable. important, all-important, of the es- 
sence, critical, imperative, mandatory, compul- 
sory, obligatory, urgent, pressing, paramount, 
pre-eminent, high-prionty ©the essential simpli- 
city of his style basic, inherent, fundamental, 
quintessential, intrinsic, underlying, character- 
istic, innate, primary, elementary, elemental, 
central, pivotal, vital ©the essential English 
gentleman ideal, absolute, complete, perfect, 
quintessential 

-oppositbs unimportant, optional, secondary 

► noun essential for broadcasters: necessity, 

prerequisite, requisite, requirement, need, con- 
dition, precondition, stipulation; sine qua non. 
informal must, ©the essentials of the job. funda 
mentals, basics, rudiments, first principles, 
foundations, bedrock, essence, basis, core, ker- 
nel, crux, sine qua non, informal nitty-gritty, 
brass tacks, nuts and bolts. 

•Stabllsh ► verb o they established an office in 
Moscow, set up. start, initiate, institute, form, 
found, create, inaugurate; build, construct, in- 
stall 0 evidence to establish his guilt prove, dem- 
onstrate, show, indicate, signal, exhibit, mani- 
fest, attest to, evidence, determine, confirm, 
verify, certify, substantiate. 


established ► adjective Q established practice 
accepted, traditional, orthodox, habitual, set, 
fixed, official, usual, customary, common, nor- 
mal, general, prevailing, accustomed, familiar, 
expected, routine, typical, conventional, stand- 
ard. ©an established composer well known, rec- 
ognized, esteemed, respected, famous, promin- 
ent, noted, renowned 

establishment ►noun Othe establishment of 
a democracy foundation, institution, formation, 
inception, creation, installation, inauguration, 
start, initiation 0 a dressmaking establishment 
business, firm, company, concern, enterprise, 
venture organization, operation, factory, plant, 
shop, office, practice, informal outfit, set-up 
0 educational establishments institution, place, 
premises, foundation, institute Qthey dare to 
poke fun at the Establishment the authorities, the 
powers that be, the system, the ruling class, in- 
formal Big Brother 

estate ►noun Qthe Balmoral estate property, 
grounds, garden(s), park, parkland, land(s), 
landholding, manor, territory ©a housing es- 
tate area, site, development, complex ©a cof- 
fee estate plantation, farm, holding, forest, 
vineyard, N Amer ranch Qhe left an estate worth 
£610,000 assets, capital, wealth, riches, hold- 
ings, fortune, property, effects, possessions, be- 
longings, Law goods and chattels 0 (dated) the 
estate of matrimony state, condition, situation, 
position, circumstance 

estate agent ►noun property agent. Bnt 
house agent, N Amer realtor 
esteem ► noun she was held in high esteem re 
spect, admiration, acclaim, approbation, ap- 
preciation, favour, recognition, honour, rever- 
ence, estimation, regard, opinion 

► verb ©such ceramics are highly esteemed respect, 
admire, value, regard, acclaim, appreciate, like, 
pnze, treasure, favour, revere 0 (formal) I would 
esteem it a favour if you could speak to him See 

DEEM 

estimate ►verb Q estimate the cost calculate 
roughly, approximate, guess, evaluate, judge, 
gauge, reckon, rate, determine, informal guessti- 
mate ©we estimate it to be worth £50,000 con 
sider, believe, reckon, deem, judge, rate, 
gauge, formal opine. 

► noun © an estimate of the cost * rough calcula 
tion, approximation, estimation, rough guess, 
costmg, quotation, valuation, evaluation, infor- 
mal guesstimate ©his estimate of Paul’s integrity 
evaluation, estimation, judgement, rating, ap- 
praisal, opinion, view 

estimation ►noun ©art estimation of economic 
growth estimate, approximation, rough calcula- 
tion, rough guess, evaluation, informal guessti- 
mate. Qhe rated highly in Carl’s estimation as 
sessment, evaluation, judgement, esteem, 
opinion, view. 

estrange ►verb alienate, antagonize, turn 
away, drive away, distance; sever, set at odds 
with, drive a wedge between, 
estrangement ►noun alienation, antagon- 
ism, antipathy, disaffection, hostility, unfriend- 
liness, variance, difference; parting, separation, 
divorce, break-up, split, breach, schism, 
estuary ► noun (river) mouth, firth, delta. 

et cetera ►adverb AND so on. and so forth, 
and the rest, and/or the like, and suchlike. 
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among others, et al , etc . informal and what have 
you, and whatnot 

etch ► verb ©the metal ts etched with acid cor 
rode, bum into, mark 0 a stone etched with tiny 
designs engrave, carve, inscribe, incise, chase, 
score, print, mark 

etching ►noun engraving, pnnt, impression, 
block, plate, woodcut, linocut 

eternal ►adjective ©eternal happiness ever 
lasting, never-ending, endless, perpetual, un- 
dying. immortal, abiding, permanent, endur- 
ing, infinite, boundless, timeless © eternal vigi- 
lance constant, continual, continuous, perpet- 
ual, persistent, sustained, unremitting, relent- 
less, unrelieved, uninterrupted, unbroken, 
never-ending, non-stop, round-the-clock, end- 
less, ceaseless 

-opposites transient, intermittent 

eternally ► adverb O I shall be eternally grateful 
forever, permanently, perpetually, (for) ever- 
more, for ever and ever, for eternity, in per- 
petuity. endunngly. N Amer forevermore, infor- 
mal until doomsday, until the cows come home, 
archaic for aye ©t he tenants complain eternally 
constantly, continually, continuously, always, 
all the time, persistently, repeatedly, regularly, 
day and night, non-stop, endlessly, incessantly, 
perpetually, interminably, relentlessly, informal 
24-7 

atemity ►noun ©the memory will remain for 
eternity ever, all time, perpetuity © ( Theology ) 
souls destined for eternity the afterlife, everlast- 
ing life, life after death, the hereafter, the 
afterworld, the next world, heaven, paradise, 
immortality © {informal) I waited an eternity for 
you a long time, an age. ages, a lifetime, hours, 
years, aeons, forever, informal donkey’s years, a 
month of Sundays. Brit informal yonks 

ethereal ►adjective ©her ethereal beauty deli 
cate, exquisite, dainty, elegant, graceful, fra- 
gile, any, fine, subtle © theologians discuss ether- 
eal ideas, celestial, heavenly, spiritual, other- 
worldly, paradisal, Elysian 
-opposites substantial, earthly 

ethical ►adjective ©an ethical dilemma moral, 
social, behavioural © an ethical investment policy 
morally correct, right-minded, principled, ir- 
reproachable, righteous, high-minded, virtuous, 
good, moral; clean, lawful, just, honourable, 
reputable, respectable, noble, worthy, praise- 
worthy, commendable, admirable, laudable, 
whiter than white, saintly, impeccable, informal 
squeaky clean 

ethics ► plural noun moral code, morals, moral- 
ity, values, rights and wrongs, principles, 
ideals, standards (of behaviour), virtues 

ethnic ►adjactiva racial, race-related, ethno- 
logical, cultural, national, tribal, ancestral, 
traditional. 

ethos ► noun spirit, character, atmosphere, cli- 
mate, mood, feeling, tenor, essence; dispos- 
ition, rationale, morality, moral code, prin- 
ciples, standards, ethics. 

etiquette ► noun protocol, manners, accept- 
ed behaviour, rules of conduct, decorum, good 
form; courtesy, propriety, formalities, niceties, 
punctilios; custom, convention; informal the 
done thing; formal politesse. 


etymology ►noun derivation, word history, 
development, origin, source 

eulogize ►verb extol, acclaim, smg the 
praises of. praise to the skies, wax lyncal 
about, rhapsodize about, rave about, enthuse 
about, N Amer informal ballyhoo 
-opposites criticize 

eulogy ►noun accolade, panegyric, paean, 
tribute, compliment, commendation, praise, 
acclaim, plaudits, bouquets, formal encomium 
-opposites attack 

euphemism ► noun polite term, indirect 
term, substitute, alternative, understatement, 
genteelism 

euphemistic ► adjective polite, substitute, 
mild, understated, indirect, neutral, evasive, 
diplomatic, inoffensive, genteel 

euphonious ► adjective pleasant-sounding, 
sweet-sounding, mellow, mellifluous, dulcet, 
sweet, honeyed, lyncal, silvery, golden, lilting, 
soothing, harmonious, melodious, informal easy 
on the ear 

-opposites cacophonous 

euphoria ► noun elation, happiness, joy, de- 
light, glee, excitement, exhilaration, jubilation, 
exultation, ecstasy, bliss, raptuie 
-opposites misery 

euphoric ► adjective elated, happy, joyful, de- 
lighted. gleeful, excited, exhilarated, jubilant, 
exultant, ecstatic, blissful, rapturous, transport- 
ed, on cloud nine, in seventh heaven, informal 
on the top of the world, over the moon, on a 
high 

euthanasia ► noun mercy killing, assisted 
suicide 

evacuate ►verb © local residents were evacu- 
ated remove, clear, move out, take away 
© they evacuated the bombed town leave, vacate, 
abandon, desert, move out of, quit, withdraw 
from, retreat from, decamp from, flee, depart 
from, escape from © police evacuated the area 
clear, empty, depopulate Qpatients couldn’t 
evacuate their bowels empty (out), void, open, 
move, purge, defecate ©he evacuated the con- 
tents of his stomach expel, eject, discharge, ex- 
crete, void, empty (out) 

evacuation ► noun © the evacuation of civilians 
removal, clearance, shifting, eviction, deport- 
ation ©the evacuation of military bases clear 
ance, depopulation, abandonment, vacation, 
desertion © involuntary evacuation of the bowels 
emptying (ouT)b voidance, opening, purging; 
defecation. © dysenteric evacuations bowel 
movement/motion, stools, excrement, excreta, 
faeces, waste 

evade ►verb ©they evaded the guards' elude, 
avoid, dodge, escape (from), steer clear of, keep 
at arm’s length, sidestep; lose, leave behind, 
shake off, N Amer end-run, informal give some- 
one the slip Qhe evaded the question, avoid, 
dodge, sidestep, bypass, hedge, fence, skirt 
round, fudge, be evasive about, informal duck, 
cop out of. 

-opposites confront 

evaluate ► verb assess, judge, gauge, rate, es- 
timate, appraise, analyse, weigh up, get the 
measure of; informal size up, check out. 
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evaluation ► noun assessment, appraisal, 
judgement, gauging, rating, estimation, consid- 
eration, analysis 

evanescent * adjective (poetic/ literary) vanish 
ing, fading, evaporating, melting away, disap- 
pearing, ephemeral, fleeting, short-lived, short- 
term, transitory, transient, fugitive, temporary 
-opposites permanent 

evangelical * adjective Q evangelical Christian' 
ity scriptural, biblical, fundamentalist, ortho- 
dox ©an evangelical preacher evangelistic, 
evangelizing, missionary, crusading, propa- 
gandist, propagandizing, proselytizing 

evangelist ► noun preacher, missionary, gos- 
peller, proselytizer, crusader, propagandist 

evangelistic ► adjective. See evangelical 
sense 2 

evangelize ► verb convert, proselytize, re- 
deem, save, preach to, recruit, act as a mission- 
ary, crusade, campaign 

evaporate ►verb water evaporated va 
porize, become vapour, volatilize, dry up ©the 
rock salt is washed and evaporated dry out, dehy- 
drate, desiccate, dehumidify ©the feeling has 
evaporated end, pass (away), fizzle out, peter 
out, wear off, vanish, fade, disappear, melt 
away 

-opposites condense, wet. materialize 

evasion ► noun Q the evasion of immigration com 
trol avoidance, elusion, circumvention, dodg- 
ing, sidestepping ©she grew tired of all the eva- 
sion prevarication, evasiveness, beating about 
the bush, hedging, pussyfooting, equivocation, 
vagueness, temponzation, Brit humming and 
hawing, rare tergiversation 

evasive ►adjective equivocal, prevaricating, 
elusive, ambiguous, non-committal, vague, in- 
explicit, unclear, roundabout, indirect, informal 
cagey 

eve ►noun Qthe eve of the election day before, 
evening before, night before, the run-up to 
© (poetic/ literary) a winter's eve evening, night, 
poetic/ literary eventide 
-opposites morning 

even ►adjective Qan even surface flat, smooth, 
uniform, featureless, unbroken, undamaged, 
level, plane ©an even temperature uniform, 
constant, steady, stable, consistent, unvarying, 
unchanging, regular, ©they all have an even 
chance equal, the same, identical, like, alike, 
similar, comparable, parallel ©the score was 
even: level, drawn, tied, all square, balanced, 
neck and neck, Brit level pegging, informal even- 
steven(s) ©an even disposition, even-tempered, 
balanced, stable, equable, placid, calm, com- 
posed, poised, cool, relaxed, easy, imperturb- 
able, unexcitable, unruffled, untroubled, informal 
together, laid-back, unflappable. 

-opposites bumpy, irregular, unequal, moody 

► vtrb Qthe canal bottom was evened out flatten, 
level (off/out), smooth (off/out), plane, make 
uniform, make regular Qthe union wants to 
even up our wages’ equalize, make equal, level 
up, balance, square, standardize, regularize. 

► adverb ©ft got even colder, still, yet, more, all 
the more, ©even the best hitters missed the ball 
surprisingly, unexpectedly, paradoxically 
© she is afraid, even ashamed , to ask for help : in- 
deed. you could say, veritably, m truth, actual- 


ly, or rather, nay ©she couldn't even afford food 
so MUCH AS 

■ even as while, whilst, as, just as, at the veiy 
time that, during the time that 

■ even so nevertheless, nonetheless, all the 
same, just the same, anyway, anyhow, still, yet. 
however, notwithstanding, despite that, m 
spite of that, for all that, be that as it may, in 
any event, at any rate 

■ get even have one’s revenge, avenge one- 
self, take vengeance, even the score, settle the 
score, hit back, give as good as one gets, pay 
someone back, repay someone, reciprocate, re- 
taliate. take reposals, exact retnbution, give 
someone their just deserts, informal get one’s 
own back, give someone a taste of their own 
medicine, settle someone’s hash, poetic/ literary be 
revenged 

even-handed ► adjective FAIR, just, equitable, 
impartial, unbiased, unprejudiced, non-parti- 
san, non-discnminatory, disinterested, de- 
tached, objective, neutral 
-opposofs biased 

evening ►noun night, late afternoon, end of 
day, close of day, twilight, dusk, nightfall, sun- 
set, sundown, poetic/ literary eve. eventide 
event ►noun ©an annual event occurrence, 
happening, proceeding, incident, affair, cir- 
cumstance, occasion, phenomenon, function, 
gathering, informal bash, do Qthe learn lost the 
event competition, contest, tournament, round, 
heat, match, fixture, race, game, bout 

■ In any event/at all events regardless, 
whatever happens, come what may, no matter 
what, at any rate, in any case, anyhow, any- 
way, even so, still, nevertheless, nonetheless, N 
Amer informal anyways 

■ in the event as it turned out, as it hap- 
pened, in the end, as a result, as a conse- 
quence 

even-tempered ►adjective serene, calm, 
composed, tranquil, relaxed, easy-going, mel- 
low, unwomed, untroubled, unruffled, imper- 
turbable, placid, equable, stable, level-headed, 
informal unflappable, together, laid-back 
-opposites excitable 

eventful ►adjective busy, action-packed, full, 
lively, active, hectic, strenuous, momentous, 
significant, important, histone, consequential, 
fateful 

-opposites dull 

eventual ►adjective final, ultimate, conclud- 
ing, closing, end, resulting, ensuing, conse- 
quent, subsequent 

eventuality ►noun event, incident, occur- 
rence, happening, development, phenomenon, 
situation, circumstance, case, contingency, 
chance, likelihood, possibility, probability; out- 
come, result. 

eventually ► adverb in the end, in due course, 
by and by, in time, after some time, after a bit, 
finally, at last, ultimately, in the long run. at 
the end of the day, one day, some day, some- 
time, sooner or later 

eventuate ►verb ( formal ) ©you never know 
what might eventuate See happen sense 1 © the 
fight eventuated in hi s death : result in. end in. 
lead to, give rise to, bring about, cause 
ever ►adverb Qthe best I've ever done: at any 
time, at any point, on any occasion, under any 
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circumstances, on any account, up till now. 
until now ©he was ever the optimist always, 
forever, eternally, until hell freezes over, infor- 
mal until the twelfth of never, until the cows 
come home, until doomsday, ©an ever increas- 
ing rate of crime continually, constantly, al- 
ways. endlessly, perpetually, incessantly, unre 
mittingly ©will she ever learn* at all, m any 
way 

■ ever so ( Bnt informal) very, extremely, exceed- 
ingly. especially, immensely, particularly, real- 
ly, truly, N English right, informal awfully, ter- 
ribly, desperately, mega, ultra, Bnt informal well, 
dead, jolly, N Amer informal real, mighty, awful 

everlasting ► adjective o everlasting love eter 
nal, endless, never-ending, perpetual, undying, 
abiding, enduring, infinite, boundless, timeless 
©his everlasting complaints constant, continual, 
continuous, persistent, relentless, unrelieved, 
uninterrupted, unabating, endless, intermin- 
able, never-ending, non-stop, incessant 
-opposites transient, occasional 

evermore ►adverb always, forever, ever, for 
always, for all time, until hell freezes over, 
eternally, m perpetuity, ever after, henceforth, 
Bnt for evermore, forever more, N Amer for- 
evermore, mfomnal until the cows come home, 
until the twelfth of never 

every ► determiner ©he exercised every day each, 
each and every, eveiy single ©we make every 
effort to satisfy our clients all possible, the ut- 
most 

everybody ► pronoun everyone, eveiy person, 
each person, all, one and all. all and sundry, 
the whole world, the public, informal {every 
Tom, Dick, and Harry) . every man jack, eveiy 
mother’s son 

everyday ►adjective ©the everyday demands of 
a baby daily, day-to-day. quotidian © everyday 
drugs like aspirin commonplace, ordinary, com- 
mon. usual, regular, familiar, conventional, 
run-of-the-mill, standard, stock, household, do- 
mestic, Bnt common or garden, informal bog- 
standard 

-opposites unusual 

everyone ► pronoun everybody, every person, 
each person, all, one and all, all and sundry, 
the whole world, the public, informal {eveiy 
Tom, Dick, and Harry), every man jack, every 
mother’s son 

everything ►pronoun EACH item, each thing, 
every single thing, the {whole) lot, all, informal 
the whole caboodle, the whole shebang, N 
Amer Infomnal the whole ball of wax 
-oppositbs nothing 

everywhere ► adverb ALL over, all around, m 
every nook and cranny, far and wide, near and 
far, high and low, (here, there, and every- 
where), throughout the land, the world over, 
worldwide; informal all over the place; Bnt informal 
all over the shop, N Amer informal all over the 
map. 

-oppositbs nowhere 

evict ►verb expel, eject, oust, remove, dis- 
lodge. turn out. throw out, dnve out, dispos- 
sess, expropriate; informal chuck out, kick out, 
boot out, bounce, give someone the (old) 
heave-ho, throw someone out on their ear, Bnt 
informal turf out; N Amer informal give someone 
the bum’s rush, dated out 


eviction ►noun expulsion, ejection, ousting, 
removal, dislodgement, displacement, banish- 
ment, dispossession, expropriation, Law ouster. 

evidence ► noun O they found evidence of hts 
plotting proof, confirmation, verification, sub- 
stantiation. corroboration, affirmation, attest- 
ation ©the court accepted her evidence, testi 
mony, statement, attestation, declaration, 
avowal, submission, claim, contention, allega- 
tion, Law deposition, representation, affidavit 
© evidence of a struggle signs, indications, point- 
ers, marks, traces, suggestions, hints, manifest- 
ation 

► verb the rise of racism is evidenced here indicate, 
show, reveal, display, exhibit, manifest, testify 
to, confirm, prove, substantiate, endorse, bear 
out, formal evince 
-opposites disprove 

■ in evidence noticeable, conspicuous, obvi- 
ous. perceptible, visible, on view, plain to see, 
palpable, tangible, unmistakable, undisguised, 
prominent, striking, glanng, mfonnal as plain as 
the nose on your face, sticking out like a sore 
thumb, sticking out a mile, stanng someone in 
the face 

evident ►adjective obvious, apparent, notice- 
able, conspicuous, perceptible, visible, discern- 
ible, clear, plain, manifest, patent, palpable, 
tangible, distinct, pronounced, marked, strik- 
ing, glanng, blatant, unmistakable, indisput- 
able. informal as plain as the nose on your face, 
sticking out like a sore thumb, sticking out a 
mile, as clear as day 

evidently ► adverb © he was evidently dismayed 
obviously, clearly, plainly, visibly, mamfestly. 
patently, distinctly, markedly, unmistakably, 
undeniably, undoubtedly, as sure as eggs is 
eggs © evidently, she believed herself superior 
seemingly, apparently, as far as one can tell, 
from all appearances, on the face of it. it 
seems (that), it appears (that) 

evil ►adjective ©an evil deed wicked, bad, 
wrong, immoral, sinful, foul, vile, dishonour- 
able, corrupt, iniquitous, depraved, villainous, 
nefarious, vicious, malicious, malevolent, sinis- 
ter, demonic, devilish, diabolical, fiendish, 
dark, monstrous, shocking, despicable, atro- 
cious, heinous, odious, contemptible, horrible, 
execrable, informal low-down, dirty ©an evil 
spirit harmful, hurtful, injurious, detrimental, 
deleterious, inimical, bad, mischievous, perni- 
cious, malignant, malign, baleful, destructive, 
ruinous ©ml weather unpleasant, disagree- 
able, nasty, horrible, foul, filthy, vile, inclem- 
ent 

-opposites good, beneficial, pleasant 
► noun © the evil in our midst wickedness, bad, 
badness, wrongdoing, sin, immorality, vice, ini- 
quity, degeneracy, corruption, depravity, vil- 
lainy, nefanousness, malevolence; formal turpi- 
tude © nothing but evil would ensue harm, pain, 
misery, sorrow, suffering, trouble, disaster, 
misfortune, catastrophe, affliction, woe, hard- 
ship ©the evils of war abomination, atrocity, 
obscenity, outrage, enormity, crime, monstros- 
ity, barbarity 

evince ► verb (formal) reveal, show, make 
plain, mamfest, indicate, display, exhibit, dem- 
onstrate, evidence, attest to; convey, communi- 
cate, proclaim, bespeak. 

-opposites conceal 
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eviscerate ► verb ( formal) disembowel, gut, 
draw, dress. 

evocative ► adjective reminiscent, suggestive, 
redolent, expressive, vivid, graphic, powerful, 
haunting, moving, poignant 

evoke ► verb bring to mind, put one in mind 
of. conjure up. summon (up), invoke, elicit, in- 
duce, kindle, stimulate, stir up, awaken, 
arouse, recall, echo, capture 

evolution ► noun O the evolution of Bolshevism 
development, advancement, growth, rise, pro- 
gress, expansion, evolvement, transformation, 
adaptation, modification, revision ©hts interest 
m evolution Darwinism, natural selection. 

evolve ►verb develop, progress, advance, ma- 
ture, grow, expand, spread, alter, change, 
transform, adapt, metamorphose; humorous 
transmogrify 

exacerbate ►verb aggravate, worsen, in- 
flame, compound, intensify, increase, heighten, 
magnify, add to, amplify, augment, informal add 
fuel to the fire/flames 
-opposites reduce 

exact ► adjective Q an exact description precise, 
accurate, correct, faithful, close, true, literal, 
strict, faultless, perfect, impeccable, explicit, 
detailed, minute, meticulous, thorough, informal 
on the nail, on the mark, Brit informal spot on, 
bang on, N Amer informal on the money, on the 
button. exact manager careful, meticu- 

lous. painstaking, punctilious, conscientious, 
scrupulous, exacting, methodical, organized, 
orderly 

-opposites inaccurate, careless 

► verb Qshe exacted high standards from them de 
mand, require, insist on, request, impose, ex- 
pect; extract, compel, force, squeeze ©they 
exacted a terrible vengeance on him inflict, im- 
pose, administer, apply 

OXactlng ► adjective O an exacting training rou - 
tine demanding, stringent, testing, challenging, 
onerous, arduous, laborious, taxing, gruelling, 
punishing, hard, tough ©an exacting boss 
strict, stem, firm, demanding, tough, harsh, 
inflexible, uncompromising, unyielding, un- 
sparing 

-opposites easy, easy-going 

exactly ► adverb Qit's exactly as I expected it to 
be’ precisely, entirely, absolutely, completely, 
totally, just, quite, in every way, in every re- 
spect, one hundred per cent, every inch, to the 
hilt, informal to a T , N Amer informal on the 
money ©write the quotation out exactly accur 
ately, precisely, correctly, unerringly, faultless- 
ly, perfectly; verbatim, word for word, letter 
for letter, to the letter, faithfully 

► exclamation ‘She escaped T 'Exactly', precisely, 
yes, that’s right, just so, quite (so), indeed, ab- 
solutely; informal you got it 

■ not exactly by no means, not at all, m no 
way, certainly not; not really. 

exaggerate ►verb overstate, overempha- 
size, overestimate, magnify, amplify, aggrand- 
ize, inflate, embellish, embroider, elaborate, 
overplay, dramatize; hyperbolize, stretch the 
truth; Bnt. overpitch; informal lay it on thick, 
make a mountain out of a molehill, blow out 
of all proportion, make a big thing of. 
-opposites understate 


exaggerated ► adjective overstated, in- 
flated, magnified, amplified, aggrandized, ex- 
cessive. hyperbolic, elaborate, overdone, over- 
played, over-dramatized, highly coloured, melo- 
dramatic, sensational; informal over the top, OTT 

exaggeration ►noun overstatement, over- 
emphasis, magnification, amplification, ag- 
grandizement. dramatization, elaboration, em- 
bellishment, embroidery, hyperbole, overkill, 
gilding the lily 

exalt ►verb Qthey exalted their hero extol, 
praise, acclaim, esteem, pay homage to, revere, 
venerate, worship, lionize, idolize, look up to, 
informal put on a pedestal, formal laud, ©this 
power exalts the peasant elevate, promote, raise, 
advance, upgrade, ennoble, dignify, aggrandize 
© his works exalt the emotions uplift, elevate, in- 
spire, excite, stimulate, enliven, exhilarate 
-opposites disparage, lower, depress 

exaltation ►noun Qa heart full of exaltation 
elation, joy, rapture, ecstasy, bliss, happiness, 
delight, gladness Q their exaltation of Shake - 
speare praise, extolment, acclamation, rever- 
ence, veneration, worship, adoration, idoliza- 
tion, liomzation, formal laudation ©the exalt- 
ation of Jesus to God’s right hand elevation, rise, 
promotion, advancement, ennoblement 

exalted ►adjective Qhis exalted office high, 
high-ranking, elevated, superior, lofty, emi- 
nent, prestigious, illustrious, distinguished, es- 
teemed ©his exalted aims noble, lofty, high- 
minded, elevated, inflated, pretentious Qshe 
felt spiritually exalted elated, exultant, jubilant, 
joyful, rapturous, ecstatic, blissful, transported, 
happy, exuberant, exhilarated, informal high 

exam ►noun test, examination, assessment, 
paper, oral, practical, Bnt viva (voce), N Amer 
quiz 

examination ►noun Q artefacts spread out for 
examination scrutiny, inspection, perusal, 
study, investigation, consideration, analysis, ap- 
praisal, evaluation ©a medical examination, in 
spection, check-up, assessment, appraisal, 
probe, test, scan, informal once-over, overhaul 
©a school examination test, exam, assessment, 
paper, oral, practical, Bnt viva (voce), N Amer 
quiz © (Law) the examination of witnesses, inter 
rogation, questioning, cross-examination, in- 
quisition 

examine ►verb Qthey examined the bank re- 
cords inspect, scrutinize, investigate, look at, 
study, scan, sift, probe, appraise, analyse, re- 
view, survey, informal check out © students were 
examined afier a year test, quiz, question, as- 
sess, appraise. © (Law) name the witnesses to be 
examined interrogate, question, quiz, cross- 
examine, catechize, give the third degree to, 
probe, sound out, informal grill, pump. 

examiner ►noun tester, questioner, inter- 
viewer, assessor, appraiser, marker, inspector, 
auditor, analyst, adjudicator, judge, scrutineer 

example ► noun Qa fine example of Chinese por- 
celain : specimen, sample, exemplar, exemplifica- 
tion, instance, case, illustration, ©we must fol- 
low their example: precedent, lead, model, pat- 
tern. exemplar, ideal, standard; role model 
©he was hanged as an example to others: warn- 
ing, caution, lesson, deterrent, admonition; 
moral. 
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■ for example for instance, e g , by way of il- 
lustration. such as, as. like, in particular, 
namely, viz 

exasperate ► verb infuriate, incense, anger, 
annoy, lmtate, madden, enrage, antagonize, 
provoke, irk, vex. get on someone’s nerves, ruf- 
fle someone’s feathers, Bnt rub up the wrong 
way; informal aggravate, nle, bug, needle, hack 
off, get up someone’s nose, get someone’s back 
up, get someone’s goat, give someone the 
hump; Bnt informal nark, wind up, get on 
someone’s wick, N Amer informal tee off, tick off 
-opposites please 

exasperating * adjective infuriating, annoy- 
ing, irritating, maddening, provoking, irksome, 
vexatious, trying, displeasing, informal aggravat- 
ing 

exasperation ► noun irrhation, annoyance, 
vexation, anger, fury, rage, ill humour, cross- 
ness, tetchiness, testiness, disgruntlement, dis- 
content, displeasure, informal aggravation 
excavate ► verb Qshe excavated a narrow tun - 
net dig (out), bore, hollow out, scoop out, bur- 
row, tunnel, sink, gouge © numerous artefacts 
have been excavated unearth, dig up, uncover, 
reveal, disinter, exhume 

excavation ► noun Q the excavation of a grave 
unearthing, digging up, disinterment, exhum- 
ation Qthe excavation of a moat, digging, hol- 
lowing out, boring, channelling © implements 
found in the excavations hole, pit, trench, 
trough, aichaeological site 
exceed ►verb Qthe cost will exceed 1400 be 
more than, be greater than, be over, go be- 
yond, overreach, top © Brazil exceeds America in 
fertile land surpass, outdo, outstrip, outshine, 
outclass, transcend, top, beat, better, eclipse, 
overshadow, informal best, leave standing, be 
head and shoulders above 
exceeding ( archaic ) ► adjective his exceeding 
kindness great, considerable, exceptional, tre- 
mendous, immense, extreme, supreme, out- 
standing 

► adverb the Lord has been exceeding gracious See ex 
ceedingly 

exceedingly ►adverb extremely, exception- 
ally, especially, tremendously, very, really, 
truly, most, informal terribly, awfully, seriously, 
mega, ultra, Bnt informal ever so, well, dead, 
jolly, N Amer informal real, mighty, archaic exceed- 
ing 

excel ►verb Qhe excelled at football shine, be 
excellent, be outstanding, be skilful, be talent- 
ed, be pre-eminent, reign supreme, stand out, 
be the best, be unparalleled, be unequalled, be 
second to none, be unsurpassed ©she excelled 
him in her work • surpass, outdo, outshine, out- 
class, outstrip, beat, top, transcend, better, 
pass, eclipse, overshadow; informal best, be head 
and shoulders above, be a cut above, 
excellence ►noun distinction, quality, su- 
periority, brilliance, greatness, ment, calibre, 
eminence, pre-eminence, supremacy, peerless- 
ness. skill, talent, virtuosity, accomplishment, 
masteiy. 

excellent ►adjective very good, superb, out- 
standing. exceptional, marvellous, wonderful, 
pre-eminent, perfect, matchless, peerless, su- 
preme, first-rate, first-class, superlative, splen- 
did, fine, informal Al, ace, great, terrific, tremen- 


dous, fantastic, fabulous, fab, top-notch, class, 
awesome, magic, wicked, cool, out of this 
world; Bnt informal brilliant, brill, smashing, Aus- 
tral informal bonzer, informal, dated spiffing, capital 
-opposites inferior 

except ► preposition every day except Monday ex- 
cluding, not including, excepting, omitting, 
not counting, but, besides, apart from, aside 
from, barring, bar, other than, saving, with the 
exception of; informal outside of. formal save 
-opposites including 

► verb you’re all crooks, present company excepted ex 
clude, omit, leave out, count out. disregard 
-opposites include 

exception ► noun this case is an exception 
anomaly, irregularity, deviation, special case, 
peculiarity, abnormality, oddity, misfit, informal 
freak 

■ take exception object, take offence, take 
umbrage, demur, disagree, resent, argue 
against, protest against, oppose, complain 
about, informal kick up a fuss, kick up a stink 

■ with the exception of. See except preposition 

exceptionable ►adjective ( formal) See objec 
tionable 

exceptional ►adjective Qthe drought was ex- 
ceptional unusual, uncommon, abnormal, atyp- 
ical, extraordinary, out of the ordinary, rare, 
unprecedented, unexpected, surprising, odd, 
strange, freakish, anomalous, peculiar; Bnt out 
of the common, informal weird, fieaky, some- 
thing else © her exceptional ability outstanding, 
extraordinary, remarkable, special, excellent, 
phenomenal, prodigious, unequalled, unparal- 
leled, unsurpassed, peerless, matchless, first- 
rate. first-class, informal Al. top-notch 
-opposites normal, average 

exceptionally ►adverb Qit was exceptionally 
cold unusually, uncommonly, abnormally, 
atypically, extraordinarily, unexpectedly, sur- 
prisingly, strangely, oddly, informal weirdly, 
freakily ©an exceptionally acute mind exceed 
ingly, outstandingly, extraordinarily, remark- 
ably, especially, phenomenally, prodigiously 

excerpt ►noun extract, part, section, piece, 
portion, snippet, clip, bit, reading, citation, 
quotation, quote, line, passage, N Amer cite 

excess ►noun Q an excess of calcium- surplus, 
surfeit, overabundance, superabundance, glut, 
superfluity, too much ©the excess is turned into 
fat remainder, rest, residue, leftovers, rem- 
nants, surplus, extra, difference ©a life of ex- 
cess overindulgence, intemperance, immoder- 
ation. profligacy, lavishness, extravagance, 
decadence, self-indulgence 
-opposites lack, restraint 
► adjective excess skin oils surplus, superfluous, re- 
dundant, unwanted, unneeded, excessive, 
extra 

■ In excess of more than, over, above, up- 
wards of, beyond 

excessive ►adjective O excessive alcohol con- 
sumption’ immoderate, intemperate, imprudent, 
overindulgent, unrestrained, uncontrolled, lav- 
ish, extravagant, superfluous. © the cost is exces- 
sive: exorbitant, extortionate, unreasonable, 
outrageous, undue, uncalled for, extreme, inor- 
dinate, unwarranted, disproportionate, too 
much, informal over the top. OTT. 
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excessively ► adverb inordinately, unduly, 
unnecessanly, unreasonably, ridiculously, over- 
ly, very, extremely, exceedingly, exceptionally, 
impossibly, immoderately, intemperately, too 
much 

exchange ► noun © the exchange of ideas 1 
interchange, trade, trading, swapping, traffic, 
trafficking, archaic truck ©a broker on the ex- 
change stock exchange, money market, 
bourse 0an acrimonious exchange conversa 
tion, dialogue, chat, talk, discussion, debate, 
argument, altercation, informal confab, Brit infor- 
mal row, barney, formal confabulation, colloquy 
► verb we exchanged shirts trade, swap, switch, 
change, interchange, archaic truck 
s exchange blows fight, brawl, scuffle, tus- 
sle, engage in fisticuffs, informal scrap, have a 
set-to, Bnt informal have a punch-up 
B exchange words argue, quarrel, squabble, 
have an argument/disagreement, informal have a 
slanging match 

excise 1 ►noun the excise on spirits duty, tax, 
levy, tariff 

excise 2 ► verb ©the tumours were excised cut 
out/off/away, take out, extract, remove, tech- 
nical resect ©al I unnecessary detail should he ex- 
cised delete, cross out/through, strike out. 
score out, cancel, put a line through, erase, 
Computing, informal kill, Pnntmg dele 

excitable ►adjective temperamental, mercur- 
ial. volatile, emotional, sensitive, highly strung, 
unstable, nervous, tense, edgy, twitchy, uneasy, 
neurotic, informal uptight, jumpy, wired 
-opposites placid 

excite ►verb ©the prospect of a holiday excited 
me thrill, exhilarate, animate, enliven, rouse, 
stir, stimulate, galvanize, electrify, inspirit, in- 
formal buck up, pep up. ginger up, give some- 
one a buzz/kick; N Amer informal give someone a 
chaise ©she wore a chiffon nightgown to excite 
him arouse (sexually), stimulate, titillate, in- 
flame, informal turn someone on, get someone 
going, float someone’s boat ©his clothes excited 
envy provoke, stir up, rouse, arouse, kindle, 
trigger (off), spark off. incite, cause, poetic/ literary 
enkindle 

-opposites bore, depress 

•XClted ► adjective © they were excited about the 
prospect thrilled, exhilarated, animated, en- 
livened, electrified, enraptured, intoxicated, fe- 
verish. enthusiastic, informal high (as a kite), 
fired up ©(sexually) aroused, stimulated, tit- 
illated, inflamed; informal turned on, hot, homy, 
sexed up, Bnt informal randy, N Amer informal 
squirrelly 

excitement ► noun © the excitement of seeing a 
leopard m the wild thrill, pleasure, delight, joy, 
informal kick, buzz, N Amer informal charge © ex- 
citement in her eyes exhilaration, elation, ani- 
mation. enthusiasm, eagerness, anticipation, 
fevenshness; informal pep. vim, zmg. © (sexual) 
arousal, passion, stimulation, titillation 

exciting ►adjective ©an exciting story : thrill- 
ing. exhilarating, stirring, rousing, stimulating, 
intoxicating, electrifying, invigorating; grip- 
ping, compelling, powerfiil, dramatic, ©(sexu- 
ally) arousing, (sexually) stimulating, titillat- 
ing, erotic, sexual, sexy; informal raunchy, 
steamy 


exclaim ►verb cry (out), declare, blurt out, 
call (out), shout, yell, dated ejaculate 

exclamation ►noun CRY, call, shout, yell, 
interjection, dated ejaculation 

exclude ►verb ©women were excluded from 
many scientific societies keep out, deny access to, 
shut out, debar, disbar, bar, ban, prohibit 
©the clause excluded any judicial review elimin 
ate, rule out, preclude, formal except. © the price 
excludes postage be exclusive of, not include 
©he excluded his name from the list leave out, 
omit, miss out 
-opposites admit, include 

exclusion ► noun © the exclusion of women from 
the society barring, keeping out, debarment, 
debarring, disbamng, banning, prohibition 
©the exclusion of other factors elimination, ruling 
out, precluding ©the exclusion of pupils' expul 
sion, ejection, throwing out, suspension 
-opposites acceptance, inclusion 

exclusive ►adjective ©an exclusive club se 
lect, chic, high-class, elite, fashionable, stylish, 
elegant, premier, grade A, expensive. Bnt up- 
market, N Amer high-toned, informal posh, ntzy, 
classy, Bnt mfomial swish, N Amer informal tony 
©a room for your exclusive use sole, unshared, 
unique, only, individual, personal, private 
© prices exclusive of VAT' not including, exclud- 
ing, leaving out, omitting, excepting © mutual- 
ly exclusive alternatives incompatible, irreconcil- 
able 

-opposites inclusive 

► noun a six-page exclusive scoop, expose, special, 
coup 

excoriate ► verb © ( Medicine ) the skin had been 
excoriated abrade, rub away/raw. scrape, 
scratch, chafe, strip away, skin © ( formal ) he was 
excoriated in the press See criticize 

excrement ►noun faeces, excreta, stools, 
droppings, waste matter, ordure, dung, mfomial 
pooh, doings, Bnt informal cack, whoopsies, job- 
bies, N Amer informal poop 

-RELATED TERMS COpTO-, SCatO- 

excrescence ►noun ©an excrescence on his 
leg growth, lump, swelling, nodule, out- 
growth ©the new buildings were an excrescence 
eyesore, blot on the landscape, monstrosity 

excrete ►verb expel, pass, void, discharge, 
eject, evacuate, defecate, urinate 
-opposites ingest 

excruciating ►adjective agonizing, severe, 
acute, intense, violent, racking, seanng, pier- 
cing, stabbing, raging, unbearable, unendur- 
able; informal splitting, killing 

excursion ►noun trip, outing, jaunt, exped- 
ition, journey, tour, day tnp/out. drive, run, 
nde; informal junket, spin. 

excusable ► adjective forgivable, pardonable, 
defensible, justifiable; venial. 

-opposites unforgivable. 

excuse ►verb ©eventually she excused him* for 
give, pardon, absolve, exonerate, acquit; informal 
let someone off (the hook), formal exculpate 
©such conduct can never be excused: justify, de- 
fend. condone, vindicate; forgive, overlook, dis- 
regard, ignore, tolerate, sanction. © she has been 
excused from her duties : let off, release, relieve, 
exempt, absolve, free. 
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-opposites punish, blame, condemn 

► noun O that's no excuse for stealing justification, 
defence, reason, explanation, mitigating cir- 
cumstances, mitigation, vindication ©an ex- 
cuse to get away: pretext, ostensible reason, pre- 
tence, Bnt get-out; informal story, alibi © (informal) 
that pathetic excuse for a man / travesty of, poor 
specimen of, informal apology for 

execrable ► adjective appalling, awful, dread- 
ful, temble, frightful, atrocious, lamentable, 
egregious; disgusting, deplorable, disgraceful, 
reprehensible, abhorrent, loathsome, odious, 
hateful, vile, informal abysmal, diabolical, lousy. 
God-awful. Bnt informal chronic, shocking 
-opposites admirable 

execrate ►verb Qthe men were execrated as 
corrupt revile, denounce, decry, condemn, vil- 
ify. detest, loathe, abhor, despise, formal abom- 
inate, excoriate © (archaic) he execrated aloud See 
swear sense 3 

execute ► verb O He was convicted and executed 
put to death, kill, hang, behead, guillotine, 
electrocute, shoot, put before a firing squad, in- 
formal string up, N Amer send to the (electric) 
chair. N Amer informal fry ©the corporation exe- 
cuted a senes of financial deals carry out, accom- 
plish, bnng ofF/about, achieve, complete, en- 
gineer, mfonnal pull off, formal effectuate ©a 
well-executed act perform, present, render, 
stage 

execution ►noun Qthe execution of the plan 
implementation, carrying out, accomplishment, 
bringing off/about, engineering, attainment, 
realization Qthe execution of the play perform 
ance, presentation, rendition, rendering, sta- 
ging © thousands were sentenced to execution cap 
ital punishment, the death penalty, the gibbet, 
the gallows, the noose, the rope, the scaffold 
the guillotine, the firing squad, N Amer the 
(electric) chair 

executioner ►noun hangman, official killer, 
histoncal headsman 

executive ► adjective executive powers adminis 
trative, decision-making, managerial, law- 
making 

► noun © top-level bank executives • chief, head, dir- 
ector, senior official, senior manager, CEO. 
chief executive officer, informal boss, exec, suit 
0 the executive has increased in number adminis 
tration, management, directorate, govern- 
ment, legislative body 

exegesis ► noun interpretation, explanation, 
exposition, explication. 

exemplar ►noun epitome, perfect example, 
model, paragon, ideal, exemplification, text- 
book example, embodiment, essence, quintes- 
sence 

exemplary ►adjective Qher exemplary behav- 
iour perfect, ideal, model, faultless, flawless, 
impeccable, irreproachable, excellent, out- 
standing, admirable, commendable, laudable, 
above/beyond reproach. © exemplary jail sen- 
tences: serving as a deterrent, cautionaiy, 
warning, admonitory; rare monitory. © her 
works are exemplary of certain feminist arguments. 
typical, characteristic, representative, illustra- 
tive 

-opposites deplorable. 

exemplify ►verb O this story exemplifies current 
trends: typify, epitomize, be a typical example 


of, be representative of, symbolize ©he exem- 
plified his point with an anecdote illustrate, give 
an example of, demonstrate 

exempt ►adjective they are exempt from all 
charges free, not liable/subject, exempted, ex- 
cepted, excused, absolved 
-opposites subject to 

► verb he had been exempted from mihtary service ex 
cuse, free, release, exclude, give/grant immun- 
ity, spare, absolve, informal let off (the hook), N 
Amer informal grandfather 

exemption ►noun immunity, exception, dis- 
pensation, indemnity, exclusion, freedom, re- 
lease, relief, absolution, informal let-off 

exercise ►noun Q exercise improves your heart 
physical activity, a workout, working-out, 
gymnastics, sports, games, physical education, 
PE. physical training, PT, aerobics, jogging, 
running, Bnt informal physical jerks © translation 
exerases task, piece of work, problem, assign- 
ment. Music etude ©the exerase of professional 
skill use, utilization, employment, practice, ap- 
plication O mihtary exercises manoeuvres, oper- 
ations. war games 

► verb ©she exercised every day work out, do ex- 
ercises, train, mfonnal pump iron ©he must learn 
to exercise patience use, employ, make use of, 
utilize, practise, apply ©the problem continued 
to exercise him worry, trouble, concern, make 
anxious, bother, disturb, perturb, distress, pre- 
occupy, prey on someone’s mind, make un- 
easy, informal bug, do someone’s head in 

exert ► verb © he exerted considerable pressure on 
me bring to bear, apply, exercise, employ, use, 
utilize, deploy ©he had been exerting himself 
make an/every effort, try hard, strive, endeav- 
our. do one’s best/utmost, give one’s all, push 
oneself, drive oneself, work hard, informal go all 
out. pull out all the stops, bend/lean over back- 
wards, do one’s damnedest, move heaven and 
earth, work one’s socks off. N Amer mfonnal do 
one’s darnedest, bust one’s chops. Austral mfonnal 
go for the doctor 

exertion ► noun © she was panting with the exer- 
tion effort, strain, struggle, toil, endeavour, 
hard work, labour, Bnt informal graft. Austral /NZ 
informal yakka. poetic/ literary travail ©the exertion 
of pressure use, application, exercise, employ- 
ment, utilization 

exhale ►verb ©she exhaled her agarette smoke 
breathe out, blow out, puff out Qthe jungle ex- 
haled mists of early morning give off, emanate, 
send forth, emit 
-opposites inhale 

exhaust ►verb ©the effort had exhausted him 
tire (out), wear out, overtire, fatigue, weary, 
drain, run someone into the ground, informal do 
in, take it out of one, wipe out, knock out, 
shatter, Bnt mfonnal knacker, N Amer mfonnal 
poop, tucker out. ©the country has exhausted its 
reserves use up, run through, go through, con- 
sume, finish, deplete, spend, empty, drain, infor- 
mal blow, ©we've exhausted the subject treat 
thoroughly, do to death, study m great detail 
-opposites invigorate, replenish 

exhausted ►adjective ©I'm exhausted tired 
out, worn out. weary, dog-tired, bone-tired, 
ready to drop, drained, fatigued, enervated; m- 
formal done in. all m, dead beat, shattered, 
bushed, knocked out, wiped out, bushwhacked. 


exhausting | expand 


294 


Bnt informal knackered, whacked (out), jiggered, 
N Amer informal pooped, tuckered out, fried, 
whipped. Austral I NZ informal stonkered ©ex- 
hausted reserves used up, consumed, finished, 
spent, depleted, empty, drained 
exhausting * adjective tiring, wearying, tax- 
ing, fatiguing, wearing, enervating, draining, 
arduous, strenuous, onerous, demanding, 
gruelling, informal killing, murderous, Bnt informal 
knackering 

exhaustion ► noun Q sheer exhaustion forced 
Paul to give up extreme tiredness, overtired- 
ness. fatigue, weariness ©the exhaustion of fuel 
reserves consumption, depletion, using up, ex- 
penditure, draining, emptying 
exhaustive ► adjective comprehensive, all- 
inclusive. complete, full, encyclopedic, thor- 
ough. m-depth, detailed, meticulous, painstak- 
ing 

-opposites perfunctory 

exhibit ► verb ©the paintings were exhibited at 
Sotheby's put on display/show, display, show, 
put on public view, showcase, set out, lay out. 
array, arrange © Luke exhibited signs of jealousy 
show, reveal, display, manifest, express, indi- 
cate, demonstrate, present, formal evince 
► noun ©an exhibit at the British Museum object 
on display, item, piece ©(A/ Amer) people 
flocked to the exhibit See exhibition sense 1 
exhibition ► noun © an exhibition of French 
sculpture (public) display, show, showing, pre- 
sentation, demonstration, exposition, show- 
case. N Amer exhibit ©a convincing exhibition of 
concern display, show, demonstration, mani- 
festation, expression 

exhibitionist ► noun posturer, poser, self- 
publicist, extrovert, informal show-off, N Amer in- 
formal showboat 

exhilarate ►verb thrill, excite, intoxicate, 
elate, delight, enliven, animate, invigorate, 
energize, stimulate, informal give someone a 
thnll/buzz, N Amer informal give someone a 
charge 

exhilaration ► noun elation, euphoria, exult- 
ation, exaltation, joy, happiness, delight, joy- 
ousness, jubilation, rapture, ecstasy 
exhort ►verb urge, encourage, call on, enjoin, 
chaise, press, bid, appeal to, entreat, implore, 
formal adjure, poetic /literary beseech 
exhortation ► noun o no amount of exhortation 
had any effect urging, encouragement, persua- 
sion, pressure, admonishment, warning ©the 
government's exhortations entreaty, appeal, call, 
charge, injunction, admonition, warning 
exhume ► verb disinter, dig up. disentomb 
-opposites buiy 

exigency ► noun © the exigencies of the continu- 
ing war need, demand, requirement, necessity 
0 financial exigency * urgency, crisis, difficulty, 
pressure 

exiguous ► adjective (forma/) meagre, inad- 
equate, insufficient, small, scanty, paltry, negli- 
gible, modest, deficient, miserly, niggardly, 
beggarly; informal measly, stingy, piddling 
-opposites ample, generous 
exile ► noun ©his exile from the land of his birth' 
banishment, expulsion, expatriation, deport- 
ation ©political exiles. £migr£, expatriate; dis- 
placed person, DP, refugee, deportee; informal 


expat 

► verb he was exiled from his country expel, banish, 
expatriate, deport, dnve out, throw out, out- 
law. 

exist ► verb © animals existing in the distant past 
live, be alive, be living, be, have being, have 
existence ©the liberal climate that existed during 
hi s presidency prevail, occur, be found, be in 
existence, be the case ©she had to exist on a 
low income, survive, subsist, live, support one- 
self, manage, make do, get by, scrape by, make 
ends meet 

existence ►noun ©the industry's continued ex- 
istence actuality, being, existing, reality, sur- 
vival, continuation ©her suburban existence 
way of life/living, life, lifestyle 0 (archaic) ma- 
levolent existences being, entity, creation 
■ In existence ©there are several million uniden- 
tified species in existence alive, existing, extant, 
existent ©the only copy still in existence surviv 
ing, remaining, undestroyed, in circulation 
existent ►adjective in existence, alive, exist- 
ing, living, extant, surviving, remaining, 
undestroyed 

exit ► noun Qthe fire exit way out, door, egress, 
escape route, doorway, gate, gateway, portal 
Qtake the second exit turning, turn-off, turn, N 
Amer turnout © his sudden exit departure, 
leaving, withdrawal, going, decamping, retreat, 
flight, exodus, escape 
-opposites entrance, arrival 

► verb the doctor had just exited leave, go (out), de- 
part, withdraw, retreat 

-opposites enter 

exodus ►noun mass departure, withdrawal, 
evacuation, leaving, migration, emigration, 
flight, escape, fleeing 

exonerate ►verb ©the inquiry exonerated 
them absolve, clear, acquit, find innocent, dis- 
charge, formal exculpate ©the pope exonerated 
the king from his oath release, discharge, free, 
liberate, excuse, exempt, except, dispense, infor- 
mal let off 

-opposites convict. 

exorbitant ► adjective extortionate, exces- 
sively high, excessive, prohibitive, outrageous, 
unreasonable, inflated, unconscionable, huge, 
enormous, Bnt over the odds, informal steep, 
stiff, over the top, a rip-off; Bnt informal daylight 
robbery 

-opposites reasonable 

exorcize ►verb © exorcizing an spirit, drive 
out, cast out, expel Qthey exorcized the house 
purify, cleanse, purge; rare lustrate 
exordium ►noun ( forma l) introduction, open- 
ing, preface, prelude, foreword, preamble, pro- 
logue, informal intro, formal proem, prolegom- 
enon. 

-opposites conclusion 

exotic ►adjective ©exotic birds foreign, non- 
native, tropical. 0 exotic places foreign, far- 
away, far-off, far-flung, distant. 0 Linda's exotic 
appearance striking, colourful, eye-catching, 
unusual, unconventional, out of the ordinary, 
foreign-looking, extravagant, outlandish; informal 
offbeat, off the wall 

-opposites native, nearby, conventional 
expand ► verb © metals expand when heated * in- 
crease in size, become larger, enlarge; swell, 
dilate, inflate; lengthen, stretch, thicken, fill 
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out, rare intumesce ©the company is expanding 
grow, become/make larger, become/make big- 
ger, increase in size/scope, extend, augment, 
broaden, widen, develop, diversify, build up, 
branch out, spread, proliferate ©the minister 
expanded on the proposals, elaborate on, enlarge 
on, go into detail about, flesh out, develop, ex- 
patiate on Qshe expanded and flourished relax, 
unbend, become relaxed, grow friendlier, loos- 
en up 

-opposites shrink, contract 
expanse ►noun area, stretch, sweep, tract, 
swathe, belt, region, sea, carpet, blanket, sheet 
expansion ►noun Q expansion and contraction 
enlargement, increase in size, swelling, dila- 
tion, lengthening, elongation, stretching, thick- 
ening Qthe expansion of the company growth, 
increase in size, enlargement, extension, devel- 
opment, spread, proliferation, multiplication 
©an expansion of a lecture given last year elabor- 
ation, enlargement, amplification, develop- 
ment 

-opposites contraction 

expansive ►adjective ©expansive moorland 
extensive, sweeping, rolling ©expansive cover- 
age wide-ranging, extensive, broad, wide, com- 
prehensive, thorough ©Cara became engagingly 
expansive communicative, forthcoming, soci- 
able, friendly, outgoing, affable, chatty, talka- 
tive, garrulous, loquacious, voluble 
expatiate ►verb speak/write at length, go 
into detail, expound, dwell, dilate, expand, en- 
large, elaborate, formal perorate 

expatriate ► noun expatriates working overseas 
emigrant, non-native, emigre, (economic) mi- 
grant. informal expat 
-opposites national 

► adjective expatriate workers emigrant, living 
abroad, non-native, emigre, informal expat 
-opposites indigenous 

► verb Qhe was not tempted to expatriate himself 
settle abroad, live abroad ©he was expatri- 
ated exile, deport, banish, expel 

expect ►verb ©I expect shell be late suppose, 
presume, think, believe, imagine, assume, sur- 
mise, informal guess, reckon, N Amer informal fig- 
ure ©a 10 per cent me was expected anticipate, 
await, look for, hope for, look forward to, con- 
template, bargain for/on, bank on, predict, 
forecast, envisage, envision ©we expect total 
loyalty require, ask for, call for, want, insist 
on. demand 

expectancy ►noun Q feverish expectancy an 
ticipation, expectation, eagerness, excitement 
Qltfe expectancy likelihood, probability, out- 
look, prospect 

expectant ►adjective © expectant fans eager, 
excited, agog, waiting with bated breath, hope- 
ful, in suspense, on tenterhooks, ©an expectant 
mother, pregnant, informal expecting, in the fam- 
ily way, preggers, Brit informal up the duff/spout, 
in the (pudding) club, technical gravid, archaic 
with child, in a delicate/interesting condition, 
expectation ►noun ©her expectations were 
unrealistic: supposition, assumption, presump- 
tion, conjecture, surmise, calculation, predic- 
tion. © tense with expectation, anticipation, ex- 
pectancy, eagerness, excitement, suspense 
expecting ► adjective (informal). See expectant 
sense 2 


expedient ► adjective a politically expedient 
strategy convenient, advantageous, m one’s 
own interests, useful, of use, beneficial, of 
benefit, helpful, practical, pragmatic, politic, 
prudent, wise, judicious, sensible 
► noun a temporary expedient: measure, means, 
method, stratagem, scheme, plan, move, tactic, 
manoeuvre, device, contrivance, ploy, machin- 
ation, dodge. Austral mfomnal lurk 

expedite ►verb speed up, accelerate, huny, 
hasten, step up, quicken, precipitate, dispatch, 
advance, facilitate, ease, make easier, further, 
promote, aid, push through, urge on, boost, 
stimulate, spur on, help along 
-opposites delay 

expedition ► noun © an expedition to the South 
Pole journey, voyage, tour, odyssey, explor- 
ation. safari, trek, hike © (informal) a shopping 
expedition trip, excursion, outing, jaunt © fl H 
members of the expedition group, team, party, 
crew, band, squad © (formal) use all expedition 
possible speed, haste, swiftness, quickness. lap- 
ldity, briskness, poetic/ literary fleetness, celerity 

expeditious ►adjective speedy, swift, quick, 
rapid, fast, brisk, efficient, prompt, punctual, 
immediate, instant, poetic /literary fleet 
-opposites slow 

expel ►verb ©she was expelled from her party 
throw out, bar, ban, debar, drum out, oust, re- 
move, get nd of, dismiss. Military cashier, informal 
chuck out, sling out, kick/boot out, Brit informal 
turf out, N Amer mfomnal give someone the 
bum's rush; dated out ©he was expelled from the 
country banish, exile, deport, evict, expatriate, 
drive out, throw out © Dolly expelled a hiss let 
out, discharge, eject, issue, send forth 
-opposites admit 

expend ► verb © they had already expended 
$75,000 spend, pay out, disburse, dole out. dish 
out, get through, waste, fritter (away), dissi- 
pate, informal fork out, shell out, lay out. cough 
up. blow, splurge. Bnt informal splash out, stump 
up, N Amer informal ante up ©children expend a 
lot of energy use (up), utilize, consume, eat up, 
deplete, get through 
-opposites save, conserve 
expendable ►adjective ©an accountant de- 
cided he was expendable dispensable, replace- 
able, non-essential, inessential, unnecessary, 
not required, superfluous, disposable ©an ex- 
pendable satellite launcher disposable, throw- 
away, one-use, single-use 
-opposites indispensable 
expenditure ► noun © the expenditure of funds 
spending, pacing out, outlay, disbursement, 
doling out, waste, wasting, frittering (away), 
dissipation © reducing public expenditure out 
goings, costs, payments, expenses, overheads, 
spending 

-opposites saving, income 
expense ►noun Q Nigel resented the expense 
cost, pnee, charge, outlay, fee. tariff, levy, pay- 
ment; humorous damage © regular expenses out 
going, payment, outlay, expenditure, charge, 
bill, overhead © pollution controls come at the ex- 
pense of jobs' sacrifice, cost, loss 

expensive ► adjective costly, dear, high- 
pneed, overpriced, exorbitant, extortionate, in- 
formal steep, pncey, costing an arm and a leg, 
costing the earth, costing a bomb 
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-opposites cheap, economical 

experience ►noun Q qualifications and expert' 
cnce skill, (practical) knowledge, understand- 
ing. background, record, history, maturity, 
worldlmess, sophistication, informal know-how 
©an enjoyable experience incident, occurrence, 
event, happening, episode, adventure, exploit, 
escapade ©his first experience of business in 
volvement in. participation in, contact with, ac- 
quaintance with, exposure to, observation of, 
awareness of, insight into 

► verb some policemen experience harassment under 
go. encounter, meet, come into contact with, 
come across, come up against, face, be faced 
with 

experienced ► adjective O an experienced pilot- 
knowledgeable, skilful, skilled, expert, accom- 
plished, adept, adroit, master, consummate, 
proficient, trained, competent, capable, well 
trained, well versed, seasoned, practised, ma- 
ture, veteran ©she deluded herself that she was 
experienced worldly (wise), sophisticated, 
suave, urbane, mature, knowing, informal street- 
wise 

-opposites novice, naive 

experiment ►noun O carrying out experiments 
test, investigation, trial, examination, observa- 
tion. assessment, evaluation, appraisal, analy- 
sis. study © these results have been established by 
experiment research, experimentation, obser- 
vation. analysis, testing 

-RELATED TERMS empiHCal 

► verb they experimented with new ideas conduct 
experiments, cariy out tnals/tests, conduct re- 
search. test, trial, do tests on. try out. assess, 
appraise, evaluate 

experimental ►adjective Qthe experimental 
stage exploratory, investigational, tnal, test, 
pilot, speculative, conjectural, hypothetical, 
tentative, preliminary, untested, untried Q ex- 
perimental music innovative, innovatory, new. 
original, radical, avant-garde, alternative, un- 
orthodox. unconventional, left-field, informal 
way-out 

expert ► noun he is an expert in kendo special 
ist, authority, pundit, adept, maestro, virtuoso, 
(past) master, wizard, connoisseur, aficionado. 
informal ace, buff, pro, whizz, hotshot, Brit infor- 
mal dab hand. N Amer informal maven, cracker- 
jack 

► adjective an expert chess player skilful, skilled, 
adept, accomplished, talented, fine; master, 
masterly, brilliant, virtuoso, magnificent, out- 
standing. great, exceptional, excellent, first- 
class, first-rate, superb, proficient, good, able, 
capable, experienced, practised, knowledge- 
able, informal wizard, ace, crack, mean 
-opposites incompetent 

expertise ►noun skill, skilfulness, expert- 
ness, prowess, proficiency, competence, know- 
ledge masteiy, ability, aptitude, facility, cap- 
ability, informal know-how 

expiate ► verb atone for, make amends for. 
make up for, do penance for, pay for, redress, 
redeem, offset, make good. 

expire ► verb ©my contract has expired * run 
out, become invalid, become void, lapse; end, 
finish, stop, come to an end. terminate ©the 
spot where he expired: die, pass away/on, breathe 
one’s last; informal kick the bucket, bite the 


dust, croak, buy it, Bnt informal snuff it, peg out, 
pop one’s clogs, archaic decease, depart this life 
© (technical) afterwards the breath is expired 
breathe out, exhale, blow out, expel 
expiry ► noun © the expiry of the lease lapse, ex- 
piration ©the expiry of his term of office end, 
finish, termination, conclusion ©(archa/c) the 
sad expiry of their friend death, demise, passing 
(away/on), dying, formal decease 

explain ►verb ©a technician explained the pro- 
cedure describe, give an explanation of. make 
clear/intelligible, spell out, put into words; elu- 
cidate. expound, explicate, clarify, throw light 
on. gloss, interpret © nothing could explain his 
new-found wealth * account for, give an explan- 
ation for, give a reason for, justify, give a justi- 
fication for. give an excuse for, vindicate, legit- 
imize 

explanation ►noun ©an explanation of the 
ideas contained in the essay clarification, simpli- 
fication, description, report, statement, elucida- 
tion, exposition, expounding, explication, 
gloss, interpretation, commentary, exegesis 
©J owe you an explanation account, reason, jus- 
tification. excuse, alibi, defence, vindication 
explanatory ►adjective explaining, descnp 
tive, describing, illustrative, illuminative, eluci- 
datory 

expletive ►noun swear word. oath, curse, 
obscenity, profanity, four-letter word, dirty 
word, informal cuss word, cuss, formal impreca- 
tion, (expletives) bad language, foul language, 
strong language, swearing 
explicable ►adjective explainable, under- 
standable, comprehensible, accountable, intelli- 
gible, interpretable 

explicate ►verb explain, make explicit, clar- 
ify, make plain/clear, spell out, interpret, eluci- 
date. expound, illuminate, throw light on 
explicit ► adjective ©explicit instructions clear, 
plain, straightforward, ciystal clear, easily 
understandable, precise, exact, specific, un- 
equivocal, unambiguous, detailed, comprehen- 
sive, exhaustive ©sexually explicit material un 
censored, graphic, candid, full-frontal 
-opposites vague 

explode ► verb ©a bomb has exploded blow up, 
detonate, go off, burst (apart), fly apart © ex- 
ploding the first atomic device detonate, set off, 
let off, discharge, ©he exploded in anger lose 
one s temper, blow up, get angry, become en- 
raged, informal fly off the handle, hit the roof, 
blow one’s cool/top, go wild, go bananas, see 
red, go off the deep end, Bnt informal go spare, 
go crackers, N Amar informal blow one’s lid/ 
stack © the city's exploding population increase 
suddenly/rapidly, mushroom, snowball, escal- 
ate, multiply, burgeon, rocket © exploding the 
myths about men ■ disprove, refute, rebut, invali- 
date, negate, negative, controvert, repudiate, 
discredit, debunk, belie, give the lie to; informal 
shoot full of holes, blow out of the water; formal 
confute 

-opposites defuse. 

exploit ►verb ©we should exploit this new tech- 
nology- utilize, use, make use of, tum/put to 
good use, make the most of. capitalize on. 
benefit from, informal cash in on © exploiting the 
workers: take advantage of. abuse, impose on, 
treat unfairly, misuse, ill-treat; informal walk (all) 
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Explorers and Navigators 


Amundsen, Roald (Norwegian) 
Baffin, William (English) 

Balboa, Vasco Ntiflez de (Spanish) 
Banks, Joseph (English) 

Barents, Willem (Dutch) 

Barth, Heinrich (German) 
Bellingshausen, Fabian von 
(Russian) 

Bering. Vitus (Danish) 

Boone, Daniel (American) 
Bougainville. Louis Antoine de 
(French) 

Brazza, Pierre Savorgnan de 
(French) 

Bruce. James (Scottish) 

Burke, Robert O'Hara (Irish) 
Burton, Richard (English) 

Byrd, Richard (American) 

Cabot. John (Italian) 

Cartier, Jacques (French) 
CJiamplain. Samuel de (French) 
Clark, William (American) 
Columbus, Christopher (Spanish, 
b. In Italy) 

Cook. Captain James (English) 
Cortes, Hernando (Spanish) 
Cousteau, Jacques (French) 
Covilha, P&ro da (Portuguese) 
da Gama, Vasco (Portuguese) 
Dampier, William (English) 

Dias. Bartolomeu (Portuguese) 
Diemen, Anthony van (Dutch) 
Drake, Francis (English) 

Dumont d'Urville. 
Jules-S6bastien-C6sar (French) 


Ellsworth, Lincoln (American) 
Ericsson, Leif (11th century; Norse) 
Eric the Red (Norse) 

Eyre, Edward John (Australian, b. 
in Britain) 

Flaherty, Robert (American) 
Flinders, Matthew (English) 

Forrest, John (Australian) 

Fremont, John (American) 
Frobisher, Martin (English) 

Fuchs, Vivian (English) 

Gilbert, Humphrey (English) 

Henry the Navigator (Portuguese) 
Hillary, Edmund (New Zealand) 
Hudson, Henry (English) 

Humboldt, Alexander von 
(German) 

Hume. Hamilton (Australian) 
Iberville, Pierre le Moyne, Sieur d' 
(French-Canadian) 

Ibn Batuta (Arab) 

La Salle, Ren6-Robert Cavelier. 

Sieur de (French) 

Leichhardt, Ludwig (Australian, b. 
in Prussia) 

Lewis, Meriwether (American) 
Livingstone, David (Scottish) 
Lozier-Bouvet, Francois (French) 
Mackenzie, Alexander (Scottish) 
McKInlay. John (Australian, b. in 
Scotland) 

Magellan, Ferdinand (Portuguese) 
Marco Polo (Italian) 

Marquette, Jacques (French) 
Nansen, Fridtjof (Norwegian) 


Orellana, Francisco de (Spanish) 
Park, Mungo (Scottish) 

Peary, Robert (American) 

Plzarro, Francisco (Spanish) 
Ponce de Le6n. Juan (Spanish) 
Raleigh. Walter (English) 
Rasmussen, Knud (Danish) 

Ross, James (Scottish) 

Ross, John (Scottish) 

Scott, Robert (English) 

Selkirk, Alexander (Scottish) 
Selous, Frederick Courteney 
(English) 

Shaddeton, Ernest (British, b. In 
Ireland) 

Soto. Hernando de (Spanish) 
Speke, John Hanning (English) 
Stanley, Henry Morton (Welsh) 
Stuart. John McDouall (Scottish) 
Sturt, Charles (English) 

Tasman. Abel (Dutch) 

Tenzing Norgay (Sherpa) 
Thesiger, Wilfred (English) 
Vancouver. George (English) 

Van der Post, Laurens (South 
African) 

Velizquez de Cuellar, Diego 
(Spanish) 

Vespucci, Amerigo (Italian) 
Whymper, Edward (English) 
Wilkins, George (British, b. in 
Australia) 

Wills. William John (English) 
Wrangel, Ferdinand von (Russian) 


over, take for a ride, np off 

► noun his exploits brought him notoriety feat, deed, 
act, adventure, stunt, escapade, achievement, 
accomplishment, attainment, informal lark, 
caper 

exploitation ► noun o the exploitation of min- 
eral resources utilization, use, making use of. 
making the most of, capitalization on, informal 
cashing in on ©the exploitation of the poor tak 
ing advantage, abuse, misuse, lll-treatmenr, 
unfair treatment, oppression 

exploration ► noun Q the exploration of space 
investigation, study, survey, research, mspec- 
tion, examination, scrutiny, observation, con- 
sideration, analysis, review © explorations into 
the mountains expedition, trip, journey, voyage, 
archaic peregrination, (explorations) travels 

exploratory ► adjective investigative, lnvestr 
gational, explorative, probing, fact-finding, ex- 
perimental, tnal, test, preliminary, provisional 

explore ► verb Q they explored all the possibilities 
investigate, look into, consider, examine, re- 
search. survey, scrutinize, study, review, go 
over with a finetooth comb; informal check out 
0 exploring Iceland's north-west’ travel over, 
tour, range over, survey, take a look at, in- 
spect, investigate, reconnoitre, informal recce, 
give something a/the once-over 

explorer ► noun traveller, discoverer, voy- 
ager. adventurer, surveyor, scout, prospector. 
See list. 


explosion ► noun O Edward heard the explosion 
detonation, eruption, blowing up, bang, blast, 
boom ©an explosion of anger outburst, flare- 
up, outbreak, eruption, storm, rush, surge, fit, 
paroxysm, attack © the explosion of human popu- 
lations sudden/ rapid increase, mushrooming, 
snowballing, escalation, multiplication, bur- 
geoning, rocketing 

explosive ►adjective Q explosive gases vola 
tile, inflammable, flammable, combustible, in- 
cendiary 0 Marco’s explosive temper fiery. 

stormy, violent, volatile, angry, passionate, 
tempestuous, turbulent, touchy, irascible, hot- 
headed, short-tempered ©an explosive situation 
tense, (highly) charged, overwrought, danger- 
ous, perilous, hazardous, sensitive, delicate, un- 
stable, volatile O explosive population growth 
sudden, dramatic, rapid, mushrooming, snow- 
balling, escalating, rocketing, accelerating 

► noun they blast out the rock with explosive See list 


Explosives 

amatol 

cordite 

dynamite 

fud-alr explosive 

gelignite 

guncotton 

gunpowder 

high explosive (HE) 


lyddite 

nitroglycerine 

plastic explosive 

plastique 

RDX 

Semtex 

trinitrotoluene (TNT) 
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exponent ►noun Qan exponent of free-trade 
policies advocate, supporter, proponent, up- 
holder, backer, defender, champion, promoter, 
propagandist, campaigner, fighter, crusader, 
enthusiast, apologist. ©a karate exponent prac 
titioner, performer, player 
-opposites critic, opponent. 

export ►verb O exporting raw materials sell 
overseas/abroad, send overseas/abroad, trade 
internationally ©he ts trying to export his ideas 
to America . transmit, spread, disseminate, circu- 
late, communicate, pass on, poetic /literary bruit 
about/abroad. 

-opposites import 

expose ►verb Qat low tide the sands are ex- 
posed * reveal, uncover, lay bare Qhe was ex- 
posed to asbestos make vulnerable, subject, lay 
open, put at nsk, put in jeopardy, ©they were 
exposed to liberal ideas introduce to, bring into 
contact with, make aware of, familiarize with, 
acquaint with ©he was exposed as a liar un 
cover, reveal, unveil, unmask, detect, find out, 
discover, bring to light, bring into the open, 
make known, denounce, condemn, informal spill 
the beans on, blow the whistle on 
-opposites cover 

■ expose oneself reveal one s genitalia, infor- 
mal flash 

expos* ►noun revelation, disclosure, expos- 
ure. report, feature, piece, column, informal 
scoop 

-opposites cover-up 

exposed ► adjective unprotected, unsheltered, 
open to the elements/weather, vulnerable, de- 
fenceless, undefended, pregnable 
-opposites sheltered 

exposition ► noun © a lucid exposition explan- 
ation. description, elucidation, explication, in- 
terpretation; account, commentary, appraisal, 
assessment, discussion, exegesis ©the expos- 
ition will feature 200 exhibits exhibition, (trade) 
fair, display, show, presentation, demonstra- 
tion; N Amer exhibit 

expository ►adjective explanatory, descrip- 
tive, describing, elucidatory, explicatory, ex- 
plicative, interpretative, exegetic 

expostulate ►verb remonstrate, disagree, 
argue, take issue, protest, reason, express dis- 
agreement, raise objections 

exposure ►noun o the exposure of the lizard's 
vivid blue tongue, revealing, revelation, uncover- 
ing, baring, laying bare. © exposure to harmful 
chemicals subjection, vulnerability, laying 
open © suffering from exposure frostbite, cold, 
hypothermia © exposure to great literature 

introduction to, experience of. contact with, 
familiarity with, acquaintance with, awareness 
of © the exposure of a banking scandal uncover- 
ing. revelation, disclosure, unveiling, unmask- 
ing. discovery, detection, denunciation, con- 
demnation. ©we're getting a lot of exposure pub- 
licity, publicizing, advertising, public interest/ 
attention, media mterest/attendon; informal 
hype © the exposure ts perfect : outlook, aspect, 
view, position, setting, location. 

expound ►verb Qhe expounded his theories: 
present, put forward, set forth, propose, pro- 
pound, explain, give an explanation of, detail, 
spell out. describe, ©a treatise expounding Paul's 


teachings explain, interpret, explicate, eluci- 
date; comment on, give a commentary on 
s expound on elaborate on, expand on. ex- 
patiate on, discuss at length. 

express 1 ►verb Q community leaders expressed 
their anger communicate, convey, indicate, 
show, demonstrate, reveal, make mamfest, put 
across/over, get across/over, articulate, put into 
words, utter, voice, give voice to. state, assert, 
proclaim, profess, air, make public, give vent 
to; formal evince Qall the juice is expressed 
squeeze out, press out, extract 
a express oneself communicate one’s 
thoughts/opinions/views, put thoughts into 
words, speak one’s mind, say what’s on one’s 
mind 

express 2 ► adjective an express bus rapid, swift, 
fast, quick, speedy, high-speed, non-stop, dir- 
ect 

-opposites slow 

► noun an overnight express express train, fast 
train, direct train 

express 3 ►adjective © express reference to confi- 
dential matters explicit, clear, direct, obvious, 
plain, distinct, unambiguous, unequivocal, spe- 
cific, precise, ciystal clear, certain, categoncal 
©one express purpose, sole, specific, particular, 
exclusive, specified, fixed 
-opposites implied 

expression ► noun O the free expression of op- 
position views utterance, uttering, voicing, pro- 
nouncement, declaration, articulation, asser- 
tion. setting forth, dissemination, circulation, 
communication, spreading, promulgation ©an 
expression of sympathy indication, demonstra- 
tion. show, exhibition, token, communication, 
illustration, revelation ©an expression of har- 
assed fatigue look, appearance, air, manner, 
countenance, mien ©a time-worn expression 
idiom, phrase, idiomatic expression, proverb, 
saying, adage, maxim, axiom, aphorism, saw, 
motto, platitude, cliche ©these pieces are very 
different in expression emotion, feeling, spirit, 
passion, intensity, style, intonation, tone ©es- 
sential oils obtained by expression squeezing, 
pressing, extraction, extracting 

expressionless ►adjective Q his face was ex- 
pressionless inscrutable, deadpan, poker-faced, 
blank, vacant, emotionless, unemotional, inex- 
pressive, glazed, stony, wooden, impassive ©a 
flat , expressionless tone dull, dry, toneless, mon- 
otonous, boring, tedious, flat, wooden, un- 
modulated, unvarying, devoid of feeling/ 
emotion 

-opposites expressive, lively 

expressive ►adjective ©an expressive shrug 
eloquent, meaningful, demonstrative, suggest- 
ive ©an expressive song emotional, full of 
emotion/feeiing, passionate, poignant, moving, 
stimng, evocative, powerful, emotionally 
charged. Q his diction is very expressive of his Eng - 
lishness • indicative, demonstrative, demonstrat- 
ing. showing, suggesting. 

-opposites expressionless, unemotional. 

expressly ►adverb Qhe was expressly forbidden 
to discuss the matter, explicitly, clearly, directly, 
plainly, distinctly, unambiguously, unequivo- 
cally; absolutely; specifically, categorically, 
pointedly, emphatically, ©a machine expressly 
built for spraying paint: solely, specifically, par- 
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ticularly, specially, exclusively, just, only, expli- 
citly 

expropriate ► verb seize, take (away/over), 
appropriate, take possession of, requisition, 
commandeer, claim, acquire, sequestrate, con- 
fiscate, Law distrain 

expulsion ► noun O expulsion from the party 
removal, debarment, dismissal, exclusion, dis- 
charge, ejection, drumming out © the expulsion 
of bodily wastes discharge, ejection, excretion, 
voiding, evacuation, elimination, passing 
-opposites admission. 

expunge ►verb erase, remove, delete, rub 
out, wipe out, efface, cross out. strike out, blot 
out, blank out, destroy, obliterate, eradicate, 
eliminate 

expurgate ►verb censor, bowdlenze, blue- 
pencil, cut, edit, clean up, sanitize, make ac- 
ceptable, make palatable, water down 

exquisite ►adjective Q exquisite antique glass 
beautiful, lovely, elegant, fine, magnificent, su- 
perb, excellent, wonderful, well-crafted, well- 
made. perfect, delicate, fragile, dainty, subtle 
O exquisite taste discriminating, discerning, sen- 
sitive, selective, fastidious, refined, cultivated, 
cultured, educated © exquisite agony intense, 
acute, keen, piercing, sharp, severe, racking, 
excruciating, agonizing, harrowing, searing, 
unbearable, unendurable 

► noun ( dated) even among these snappy dressers, he 
was an exquisite dandy, fop, glamour boy, in for 
mal dude, snappy dresser, natty dresser, informal, 
dated swell, blade, dated beau 

extant ►adjective still existing, in existence, 
existent, surviving, remaining, undestroyed 

extemporary, extemporaneous 

► adjective an extemporaneous address See extem 
pore 

extempore ►adjective an extempore speech im 
promptu, spontaneous, unscripted, ad lib, ex- 
ternporaiy, extemporaneous, improvised, unre- 
hearsed. unplanned, unprepared, off the top of 
one’s head, informal off-the-cuff, formal ad libitum 
-opposites rehearsed 

► adverb he was speaking extempore spontaneous 
ly, extemporaneously, ad lib. without prepar- 
ation. without rehearsal, off the top of one’s 
head, informal off the cuff, formal ad libitum 

extemporize ► verb improvise, ad lib, play it 
by ear, think on one’s feet, do something off 
the top of one’s head, informal busk it, wing it. 
do something off the cuff 

extend ►verb ©he attempted to extend his do- 
minions expand, enlarge, increase, make 
larger /bigger, lengthen, widen, broaden ©the 
garden extends down to the road continue, carry 
on, run on, stretch (out), reach, lead, ©we have 
extended our range of services: widen, expand, 
broaden; augment, supplement, increase, add 
to, enhance, develop © extending the hk of par- 
liament: prolong, lengthen, increase; stretch 
out, protract, spin out, string out. © extend your 
arms and legs stretch out, spread out. reach 
out, straighten out. ©he extended a hand in 
greeting: hold out, reach out, hold forth; offer, 
give, outstretch, proffer © we wish to extend our 
thanks to Mr Bayes: offer, proffer, give, grant, 
bestow, accord. 

-opposites reduce, narrow, shorten. 


expropriate | extinguish 

■ extend to include, take in. incorporate, en- 
compass 

extended ►adjective prolonged, protracted, 
long-lasting, long-drawn-out, spun out, dragged 
out, strung out, lengthy, long 

extension ► noun ©they are planning a new ex- 
tension addition, add-on, adjunct, annexe, wing, 
supplemental building. N Amer ell ©an exten- 
sion of knowledge expansion, increase, enlarge- 
ment, widening, broadening, deepening, aug- 
mentation, enhancement, development, 
growth, continuation ©an extension of opening 
hours prolongation, lengthening, increase ©/ 
need an extension of time postponement, defer- 
ral, delay, more/extra time 
extensive ►adjective ©a mansion with exten- 
sive grounds large, large-scale, sizeable, sub- 
stantial. considerable, ample, expansive, great, 
vast © extensive knowledge comprehensive, 
thorough, exhaustive, broad, wide, wide- 
ranging, catholic 

extent ► noun © two acres in extent area, size, 
expanse, length, proportions, dimensions 
©the full extent of her father's illness degree, 
scale, level, magnitude, scope, size, breadth, 
width, reach, range 

extenuate ►verb excuse, mitigate, palliate, 
make allowances/excuses for, defend, vindi- 
cate, justify, diminish, lessen, moderate, qual- 
ify. play down 

extenuating ► adjective mitigating, excusing, 
exonerative, palliating, palliative, justifying, 
justificatoiy, vindicating, formal exculpatory 
exterior ►adjective the extern* walls outer, 
outside, outermost, outward, external 
-RELATED TERMS eCtO-, eXO- 
— opposites interior 

► noun the extenor of the building outside, outer 
surface, external surface, outward appearance, 
facade 

exterminate ► verb KILL, put to death, take/ 
end the life of, dispatch, slaughter, butcher, 
massacre, wipe out. eliminate, eradicate, anni- 
hilate. murder, assassinate, execute, informal do 
away with, bump off, do in. top, take out. blow 
away, N Amer informal ice, rub out, waste, poetic / 
literary slay 

extermination ►noun killing, murder, as- 
sassination, putting to death, execution, dis- 
patch. slaughter, massacre, liquidation, elimin- 
ation, eradication, annihilation, poetic/ literary 
slaying 

external ►adjective ©an external wall outer. 
outside, outermost, outward, extenor ©an ex- 
ternal examiner outside, independent, non- 
resident, from elsewhere 

-RELATED TERMS eCtO-, eXCK 

-opposites internal, in-house 
extinct ► adjective ©an extinct species, vanished, 
lost, died out, no longer existing, no longer ex- 
tant, wiped out, destroyed, gone, ©an extinct 
volcano, inactive. 

-opposites extant, dormant, 
extinction ►noun dying out, disappearance, 
vanishing; extermination, destruction, elimin- 
ation, eradication, annihilation, 
extinguish ► verb © the fire was extinguished 
douse, put out. stamp out, smother, beat out. 
dampen down, ©all hope was extinguished: DEs- 



extirpate | extreme 


300 


troy, end, finish off. put an end to, bring to an 
end, terminate, remove, annihilate, wipe out, 
erase, eliminate, eradicate, obliterate, informal 
take out, rub out 
-opposites light 

extirpate ► verb WEED out, destroy, eradicate, 
stamp out, root out, wipe out, eliminate, sup- 
press. crush, put down, put an end to, get nd 
of 

extol ► verb praise enthusiastically, go into 
raptures about/over, wax lyncal about, sing the 
praises of. praise to the skies, acclaim, eulo- 
gize, rhapsodize over, rave about, enthuse 
about/over, informal go wild about, go on about, 
N Amer informal ballyhoo, formal laud, archaic pan- 
egyrize 

-opposites criticize 

extort ►verb obtain by force, obtain by 
threat(s). blackmail someone for, extract, exact, 
wring, wrest, screw, squeeze, N Amer & Austral 
informal put the bite on someone for 

extortion ► noun demanding money with men 
aces, blackmail, extraction, N Amer informal 
shakedown, formal exaction 

extortionate ►adjective Q extortionate prices 
exorbitant, excessively high, excessive, outra- 
geous, unreasonable, inordinate, inflated, infor- 
mal over the top, OTT ©an extortionate clause 
grasping, bloodsucking, avaricious, greedy, 
exacting, harsh, severe, oppressive, informal 
money-grubbing 

extortionist ►noun racketeer, extortioner, 
extorter, blackmailer, informal bloodsucker 

extra ► adjective extra income additional, more, 
added, supplementary, further, auxiliary, ancil- 
lary, subsidiary, secondary 

► adverb Q working extra hard exceptionally, par- 
ticularly, specially, especially, very, extremely, 
unusually, extraordinarily, uncommonly, re- 
markably. outstandingly, amazingly, incredibly, 
really, informal seriously, mucho, awfully, ter- 
ribly, Bnt jolly, dead. well, informal, dated fright- 
fully Qpostage is charged extra in addition, add- 
itionally. as well, also, too, besides, on top (of 
that), archaic withal 

► noun ©an optional extra addition, supplement, 
adjunct, addendum, add-on 0 a film extra 
walk-on, supernumerary, spear-camer 

extract ►verb ©he extracted the cassette take 
out, draw out, pull out, remove, withdraw, 
free, release, extricate 0 extracting money 
wrest, exact, wring, screw, squeeze, obtain by 
force, obtain by threat(s), extort, blackmail 
someone for, N Amer & Austral informal put the 
bite on someone for ©the roots are crushed to 
extract the Juice squeeze out, express, press out, 
obtain © the table is extracted from the report ex 
cerpt, select, reproduce, copy, take 0 ideas ex- 
tracted from a variety of theories, derive, develop, 
evolve, deduce, infer, obtain; formal educe 
-opposites insert 

► noun ©an extract from his article excerpt, pas- 
sage, citation, quotation; (excerpts) analects 
©an extract of the ginseng root * decoction, distil- 
lation. distillate, abstraction, concentrate, es- 
sence, juice. 

extraction ► noun o the extraction of gall blad- 
der stones: removal, taking out, drawing out, 
pulling out. withdrawal, freeing, release, extri- 
cation 0 the extraction of grape juice : squeezing, 


expressing, pressing, obtaining ©a man of Irish 
extraction descent, ancestry, parentage, ances- 
tors. family, antecedents, lineage, line, origin, 
derivation, birth, genealogy, heredity, stock, 
pedigree, blood, bloodline, roots, origins 
-opposites insertion 

extradite ►verb ©the government extradited 
him to Germany deport, send back, send home, 
repatriate ©the government attempted to extra- 
dite suspects from Belgium have someone deport 
ed, have someone sent home, bnng back 

extradition ► noun deportation, repatriation, 
expulsion 

extraneous ►adjective O extraneous consider- 
ations irrelevant, immaterial, beside the 
point, unrelated, unconnected, inapposite, in- 
applicable © extraneous noise external, out- 
side, extenor 

extraordinary ►adjective ©an extraordinary 
coincidence remarkable, exceptional, amazing, 
astonishing, astounding, sensational, stunning, 
incredible, unbelievable, phenomenal, stnking, 
outstanding, momentous, impressive, singular, 
memorable, unforgettable, unique, noteworthy, 
out of the ordinary, unusual, uncommon, rare, 
surprising, informal fantastic, terrific, tremen- 
dous, stupendous, awesome, poetic /literary won- 
drous 0 extraordinary speed very great, tre- 
mendous, enormous, immense, prodigious, stu- 
pendous, monumental, informal almighty 

extravagance ►noun ©a fit of extravagance 
profligacy, unthnftiness, improvidence, waste- 
fulness, prodigality, lavishness ©the costliest 
brands are an extravagance luxury, indulgence, 
self-indulgence, treat, extra, non-essential 
©the extravagance of the decor ornateness, 
elaborateness, embellishment, ornamentation, 
ostentation, over-elaborateness ©the extrava- 
gance of his compliments excessiveness, exagger- 
ation, outrageousness, immoderation, excess 

extravagant ►adjective ©an extravagant life- 
style spendthrift, profligate, unthrifty, im- 
provident, wasteful, prodigal, lavish 0 extrava- 
gant gifts expensive, costly, dear, high-priced, 
high-cost; valuable, precious; informal pricey, 
costing the earth, costing a bomb ©extrava- 
gant prices exorbitant, extortionate, excessive, 
high, unreasonable © extravagant praise exces 
sive, immoderate, exaggerated, gushing, unre- 
strained, effusive, fulsome 0 decorated in an ex- 
travagant style ornate, elaborate, decorated, or- 
namented, fancy, over-elaborate, ostentatious, 
exaggerated, baroque, rococo, informal flash, 
flashy 

-opposites thrifty, cheap, plain 

extravaganza ►noun spectacular, display, 
spectacle, show, pageant 

extreme ► adjective © extreme danger, utmost, 
very great, greatest (possible), maximum, max- 
imal, highest, supreme, great, acute, enor- 
mous, severe, high, exceptional, extraordinary 
© extreme measures drastic, senous, desperate, 
dire, radical, far-reaching, momentous, conse- 
quential; heavy, sharp, severe, austere, harsh, 
tough, strict, rigorous, oppressive, draconian, 
Bnt swingeing. 0 extreme views: radical, ex- 
tremist, immoderate, fanatical, revolutionary, 
rebel, subversive, militant, ©extreme sports* 
dangerous, hazardous, risky, high-risk, adven- 
turous ©the extreme north-west furthest, far- 
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thest, furthermost, farthermost, very, utmost, 
archaic outmost 
-RELATED TERMS Ultra- 
— opposites slight, moderate 
► noun O the two extremes opposite, antithesis, 
side of the coin, (opposite) pole, antipode 
©this attitude is taken to its extreme in the follow- 
ing quote limit, extremity, highest/greatest de- 
gree, maximum, height, top, zenith, peak 
■ In the extreme. See extremely 

extremely ► adverb VERY, exceedingly, excep- 
tionally, especially, extraordinarily, in the ex- 
treme, tremendously, immensely, vastly, huge- 
ly, intensely, acutely, singularly, uncommonly, 
unusually, decidedly, particularly supremely, 
highly, remarkably, really, truly, mightily, infor- 
mal terrifically, awfully, fearfully, ternbly, devil- 
ishly. majorly. seriously, mega, ultra, damn, 
damned, Bnt informal ever so, well, hellish, dead, 
jolly, N Amer informal real, mighty, awful, 
darned, informal, dated devilish, frightfully, archaic 
exceeding 
-opposites slightly 

extremist ► noun fanatic, radical, zealot, fun- 
damentalist, hardliner, militant, activist, informal 
ultra 

-opposites moderate 

extremity ► noun Q the eastern extremity limit, 
end, edge, side, farthest point, boundary, bor- 
der, frontier, perimeter, periphery, margin, 
poetic/ literary bourn, marge Qshe lost feeling in her 
extremities hands and feet, fingers and toes, 
limbs Qthe extremity of the violence intensity, 
magnitude, acuteness, ferocity, vehemence, 
fierceness, violence, seventy, senousness, 
strength, power, powerfulness, vigour, force, 
forcefulness Qin extremity he will send for her 
dire straits, trouble, difficulty, hard times, 
hardship, adversity, misfortune, distress, ensis, 
emergency, disaster, catastrophe, calamity, pre- 
dicament, plight, mess, dilemma, informal fix, 
pickle, jam, spot, bind, scrape, hole, sticky situ- 
ation, hot/deep water 

extricate ►verb extract, free, release, disen- 
tangle, get out. remove, withdraw, disengage, 
informal get someone/oneself off the hook 

extrinsic ► adjective external, extraneous, ex- 
tenor, outside, outward 
-opposites intrinsic 

extrovert ►noun like most extroverts he was a 
good dancer outgoing person, sociable person, 
socializes life and soul of the party 
-opposites introvert 

► adjective his extrovert personality outgoing, extro- 
verted, sociable, greganous, genial, affable, 
friendly, unreserved 
-opposites introverted 

extrude ► verb force out, thrust out. express, 
eject, expel, release, emit 

exuberant ►adjective o exuberant guests dan- 
cing on the terrace, ebullient, buoyant, cheerful, 
jaunty, light-hearted, high-spinted, exhilarated, 
excited, elated, exultant, euphonc, joyful, 
cheeiy, merry, jubilant, vivacious, enthusiastic, 
irrepressible, enei'getic, animated, full of life, 
lively, vigorous; informal bubbly, bouncy, chip- 
per, chirpy, full of beans; poetic /literary blithe, 
blithesome. ©an exuberant coating of mosses 
luxuriant, lush, rich, dense, thick, abundant, 
profuse, plentiful, prolific Qan exuberant wel- 


come effusive, extravagant, fulsome, expan- 
sive, gushing, gushy, demonstrative 
-opposites gloomy, restrained 

exude ► verb Q milkweed exudes a milky sap* give 
off/out, discharge, release, emit, issue, ooze, 
weep, secrete, excrete Q slime exudes from the 
fungus ooze, seep, issue, escape, discharge, 
flow, leak © he exuded self-confidence emanate, 
radiate, ooze, emit, display, show, exhibit, 
manifest, transmit, embody. 

exult ► verb Qher opponents exulted when she left. 
rejoice, be joyful, be happy, be delighted, be 
elated, be ecstatic, be overjoyed, be cock-a- 
hoop, be jubilant, be rapturous, be in raptures, 
be thrilled, jump for joy, be on cloud nine, be 
in seventh heaven, celebrate, cheer, informal be 
over the moon, be on top of the world. Austral 
informal be wrapped, poetic /literary joy, archaic jubi- 
late ©he exulted in his triumph rejoice at/in, 
take delight in, find/take pleasure m, find joy 
in, enjoy, revel in, glory in, delight in, relish, 
savour, be/feel proud of, congratulate oneself 
on, archaic pique oneself on/m 
-opposites sorrow 

exultant ►adjective jubilant, thrilled, tri- 
umphant, delighted, exhilarated, happy, over- 
joyed, joyous, joyful, gleeful, cock-a-hoop, ex- 
cited, rejoicing, ecstatic, euphoric, elated, rap- 
turous, in raptures, enraptured, on cloud nine/ 
seven, in seventh heaven, informal over the 
moon, N Amer informal wigged out 

exultation ►noun jubilation, rejoicing, hap- 
piness, pleasure, joy, gladness, delight, glee, 
elation, cheer, euphona, exhilai ation, delirium, 
ecstasy, rapture, exuberance 

eye ► noun O he rubbed his eyes eyeball, informal 
peeper, poetic/ literary orb See list © sharp eyes 
eyesight, vision, sight, powers of observation, 
(visual) perception ©an eye for a bargain ap 
preciation, awareness, alertness, perception, 
consciousness, feeling, instinct, intuition, nose 
Qhis watchful eye watch, observance, gaze, 
stare, regard, observation, surveillance, vigi- 
lance, contemplation, scrutiny ©to desert was 
despicable in their eyes opinion, (way of) think- 
ing, mind, view, viewpoint, attitude, stand- 
point, perspective, belief, judgement, assess- 
ment, analysis, estimation © the eye of a needle 
hole, opemng, aperture, eyelet, slit, slot Qthe 
eye of the storm centre, middle, heart, core, 
hub, thick 

-related terms ocular, ophthalmic 
► verb Qhe eyed the stranger suspiciously look at, 
observe, view, gaze at, stare at, regard, contem- 
plate, survey, scrutinize, consider, glance at, 
watch, keep an eye on, keep under observa- 
tion, informal have/take a gander at, check out. 
size up, Bnt informal have/take a butcher’s at. 
have/take a dekko at, have/take a shufti at, 
clock; N Amer informal eyeball, poetic/ literary be- 
hold © eyeing young women in the street : ogle, 
leer at, stare at, make eyes at; informal eye up, 
give someone the glad eye; Bnt informal gawp at, 
gawk at, Austral /NZ informal perv on. 

■ clap/lay /sot eyts on {mformaf) see, observe, 
notice, spot, spy, catch sight of, glimpse, 
catch/get a glimpse of; poetic/ literary behold, 
espy, descry 

■ too eyo to eyo agree, concur, be in agree- 
ment, be of the same mind/opinion, be m ac- 
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cord, think as one, be on the same wavelength, 
get on/along. 

■ up to one’s eyes (informal) very busy, fully 
occupied, overloaded, overburdened, over- 
worked, under pressure, hard-pressed, rushed/ 
run off one's feet, informal pushed, up against it 


Parts of the Human Eye 

aqueous humour 


Wind spot 

central retinal artery 
central retinal vein 
choroid 
dfary body 
cone 

comes 

dfatormusde 

extrinsic muscle 

eyebaft 

eyelash 

eyelid 

fovea 

Iris 

lens 


limbus 

optic foramen 
optic nerve 
orbit 
pupil 

retina 

rod 

sclera 

sinus venosus sderae 
stroma 

suspensory ligament 
tarsal plate 
tear (or lacrimal) 
glands 

vitreous humour 
zonular ligament 


eye-catching ►adjective striking, arresting, 
conspicuous, dramatic, impressive, spectacular, 
breathtaking, dazzling, amazing, stunning, sen- 
sational, remarkable, distinctive, unusual, out 
of the ordinary. 

eyeful ► noun (informal) Qdid you get an eyeful of 
that 7 look, peep, peek, glimpse, view, gaze, 
glance, sight, informal gander, squint, Bnt informal 
dekko, shufti, butcher’s; Austral /NZ informal geek, 
squiz Qshe was quite an eyeful beautiful sight, 
vision, picture, dream, sensation, beauty, daz- 
zler, informal stunner, looker, knockout, sight 
for sore eyes, bombshell, dish, cracker, good- 
looker, Bnt informal smasher 

eyelash ► noun lash. Anatomy cilium 

eyesight ► noun sight, vision, faculty of sight, 
ability to see, (visual) perception 

eyesore ► noun ugly sight, blot (on the land- 
scape), mess, scar, blight, disfigurement, blem- 
ish, monstrosity, informal sight 

eyewitness ► noun observer, onlooker, wit- 
ness, bystander, spectator, watcher, viewer, 
passer-by, poetic/ literary beholder 




fable ► noun O the fable of the wary fox moral 
tale, parable, apologue, allegory & the fables of 
ancient Greece myth, legend, saga, epic, folk 
tale, folk story, fairy tale, mythos, mythus; 
folklore, mythology ©it's a fable that I have a 
taste for fancy restaurants falsehood, fib, fabri- 
cation. made-up story, invention, fiction, falsifi- 
cation, fairy story/tale, cock-and-bull story, lie, 
untruth, half-truth, exaggeration, story, ru- 
mour, myth, informal tall story, Brit informal porky 
(pie) 

fabled ^adjective Qa fabled god-giant of Irish 
myth legendary, mythical, mythic, mythologic- 
al, fabulous, folklonc, fauy-tale, fictitious, im- 
aginary. imagined, made up © the fabled quality 
of French wine celebrated, renowned, famed, 
famous, well known, prized, noted, notable, ac- 
claimed. esteemed, prestigious, of repute, of 
high standing 

fabric ► noun ©the finest silk fabric, cloth, ma- 
terial, textile, tissue See list © the fabric of the 
building structure, framework, frame, form, 
composition, construction, foundations, 
fabricate ► verb © he fabricated research data 
falsify, fake, counterfeit, invent, make up 
© fabricating a pack of lies concoct, make up, 
dream up. invent, trump up, informal cook up. 
©you will have to fabricate an exhaust system 
make, create, manufacture, produce; construct, 
build, assemble, put together, form, fashion 
fabrication ► noun ©the story was a complete 
fabrication invention, concoction, (piece of) fic- 
tion, falsification, lie, untruth, falsehood, fib. 
myth, made-up story, fairy story/tale, cock- 
and-bull story; white lie, half-truth, exagger- 
ation. informal tall story, whopper; Bnt informal 
porky (pie) ©the lintels are galvanized after fabri- 
cation manufacture, creation, production, con- 
struction, building, assembly, forming, fashion- 
ing. 

fabulous ► adjective © fabulous salaries, tremen 
dous, stupendous, prodigious, phenomenal, re- 
markable. exceptional; astounding, amazing, 
fantastic, breathtaking, staggering, unthink- 
able, unimaginable, incredible, unbelievable, 
unheard of, untold, undreamed of, beyond 
one’s wildest dreams, informal mind-boggling, 
mind-blowing. © ( informal) we had a fabulous time 
See excellent, ©a fabulous horse-like beast: 
mythical, legendary, mythic, mythological, 
fabled, folklonc, fairy-tale; fictitious, imagin- 
ary. imagined, made up. 

facade a* noun O a half-timbered facade * front, 
frontage, face, elevation, extenor, outside, ©a 
facade of bonhomie: show, front, appearance, 
pretence, simulation, affectation, semblance, il- 
lusion, act, masquerade, charade, mask, cloak, 
veil, veneer. 

face ►noun ©a beautiful face : countenance, 
physiognomy, features; informal mug; Brit informal 
mush, dial, clock, phiz, boat race; N Amar infor- 
mal puss, pan; poetic /ntarary visage; archaic front. 
© her face grew sad: (facial) expression, look, 
appearance, air, manner, bearing, countenance. 


mien, ©he made a face at the sourness of the 
drink: grimace, scowl, wry face, wince, frown, 
glower, pout, moue ©a cube has six faces, side, 
aspect, flank, surface, plane, facet, wall, eleva- 
tion © a watch face dial, display & changing the 
face of the industry (outward) appearance, as- 
pect, nature, image ©he put on a brave face. 
front, show, display, act, appearance, facade, 
extenor, mask, masquerade, pretence, pose, 
veneer © criticism should never cause the recipient 
to lose face respect, honour, esteem, regard, 
admiration, approbation, acclaim, approval, fa- 
vour, appreciation, populanty, prestige, stand- 
ing. status, dignity; self-respect, self-esteem 
© ( informal) they had the face to upbraid others See 
effrontery 

— RELATED TERMS facial. 

► verb © the hotel faces the sea look out on. front 
on to, look towards, be facing, look over/ 
across, overlook, give on to. be opposite (to), 
©you'll just have to face facts accept, become 
reconciled to. get used to, become accustomed 
to. adjust to, acclimatize oneself to; learn to 
live with, cope with, deal with, come to terms 
with, become resigned to & he faces a humiliat- 
ing rejection be confronted by, be faced with, 
encounter, expenence, come into contact with, 
come up against. © the problems facing our police 
force beset, worry, distress, trouble, bother, 
confront, harass, oppress, vex, untate. exasper- 
ate, strain, stress, tax, torment, plague, blight, 
bedevil, curse, formal discommode. 0 he faced the 
challenge boldly brave, face up to, encounter, 
meet (head-on), confront, oppose, resist, with- 
stand. Qa wall faced with flint cover, clad, ven- 
eer, overlay, surface, dress, put a facing on, 
laminate, coat, line. 

■ face to face facing (each other), opposite 
(each other), across from each other 

■ on the face of it ostensibly, to all appear- 
ances, to all intents and purposes, at first 
glance, on the surface, superficially; apparent- 
ly, seemingly, outwardly, it seems (that), it 
would seem (that), it appears (that), it would 
appear (that), as for as one can see/tell, by all 
accounts 

facelift ► noun ©she's planning to have a facelift m 
cosmetic surgery, plastic surgery © (informal) 
the theatre is reopening after a facelift: renovation. 
redecoration, refurbishment, revamp, revamp- 
ing, makeover, reconditioning, overhauling, 
modernization, restoration, repair, redevelop- 
ment, rebuilding, reconstruction, refit. 

facet ► noun © the many facets of the gem. sur- 
face, face, side, plane. Q other facets o/hls char- 
acter. aspect, feature, side, dimension, charac- 
teristic. detail, point, ingredient, strand, com- 
ponent, constituent, element. 

facetious ► acfjoctiv* flippant, flip, glib, frivo- 
lous, tongue-in-cheek, joking, jokey, jocular, 
playful, sportive, teasing, mischievous, witty, 
amusing, funny, droll, comic, comical, light- 
hearted; formal jocose. 

-opposites serious. 
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acetate 

crewel 

jaconet 

nfnon 

shoddy 

Acrilan (trademark) 

Crimplene 

jacquard 

Nottingham lace 

silk 

aery He 

(trademark) 

jean 

nylon 

sisal 

alpaca 

crinoline 

jersey 

oakum 

slipper satin 

angora 

crushed velvet 

jute 

oilcloth 

stub 

Antron (trademark) 

Cupro (trademark) 

kaiamkari 

oiled silk 

Spandex 

Amd (trademark) 

Dacron 

karakul 

ollsldn 

(trademark) 

astrakhan 

(trademark) 

Kasha (trademark) 

organdie 

spun silk 

bafta 

damask 

kenaf 

organza 

stammel 

baize 

denim 

Kendal Green 

organztne 

stockinet 

bafbrlggan 

devort 

kente 

Orion (trademark) 

stroud 

barathea 

dimity 

kersey 

osnaburg 

suede 

barege 

doeskin 

kerseymere 

ottoman 

Supplex 

batiste 

Donegal tweed 

khadl 

Oxford doth 

(trademark) 

Bedford cord 

drab 

khaki 

packthread 

surah 

bengaBne 

Ur don (trademark) 

khanga 

paduasoy 

swansdown 

bobbfnet 

drill 

kikoi 

paisley 

tabaret 

bombazine 

drugget 

klncob 

panne velvet 

tabby 

Botany wool 

duchesse satin 

kitenge 

paper taffeta 

taffeta 

bobbin lace 

duchessetace 

lace 

parramatta 

tailor’s twist 

bond* 

duffel 

iambswoo! 

pashmlna 

tapestry 

briWandne 

dungaree 

lame 

peau-de-sde 

tarlatan 

broaddoth 

dupfon 

lampas 

percale 

tarpaulin 

brocade 

eiastane 

lawn 

Persian silk 

tattersall 

bracatdie 

faliie 

leatherdoth 

Pertex ( trademark ) 

tatting 

brown hofland 

felt 

leatherette 

petersham 

Tencel ( trademark ) 

buckram 

filoselle 

(trademark) 

phulkari 

terry 

bunting 

fishnet 

leno 

pillow lace 

Teryfene (Brit 

burlap 

flannel 

Lincoln green 

pilot cloth 

trademark ) 

butter muslin 

flannelette 

Hnen 

piqu* 

ticking 

byssus 

flax 

linsey-woolsey 

plaid 

tiffany 

calamanco 

fleece 

lint 

plush 

tode 

calico 

flock 

Usle 

plush velvet 

tolle de jouy 

Cambrdle 

floss silk 

loden 

point lace 

torchon 

(l trademark ) 

foulard 

Lurex ( trademark ) 

polycotton 

towelling 

cambric 

frieze 

lustring 

polyester 

Trevira (trademark) 

camel hair 

fostlan 

Lycra (trademark) 

pongee 

Tried (trademark) 

candtewlck 

gaberdine 

madras 

poplin 

tricot 

canvas 

gauze 

marocaln 

poult 

Tricotlne (US 

cashmere 

georgette 

marquisette 

prunella 

trademark ) 

cavalry twin 

gimp 

Marseilles 

raffia 

tulle 

chaBIs 

gingham 

matting 

ramie 

tussore 

chambray 

gossamer 

Mechlin 

rayon 

tweed 

Chantilly face 

Gore-tex 

melton 

rep 

twdl 

charmeuse 

(i trademark ) 

merino 

ripstop 

Utrecht vetvet 

cheesecloth 

grassdoth 

microfibre 

rose-point 

Valenciennes 

chenifk 

grenadine 

micromesh 

sackcloth 

Vekro (trademark) 

cheviot 

grogram 

Milanese silk 

sacking 

velour 

chiffon 

grosgrato 

modacrylk 

sailcloth 

velvet 

ddnchBta 

gros point 

mohair 

samite 

velveteen 

dtino 

guipure 

mdrd 

sarsenet 

vfeufia 

«■ « - 

owner 

gunny 

moleskin 

sateen 

viscose 

ck* 

hdidoth 

moquette 

satin 

VlyeKa (trademark) 

doqu£ 

Harris tweed 

moreen 

satfnette 

voile 

coconut matting 

(trademark) 

moussetme 

saxony 

waxdoth 

ctfr 

hemp 

Moygashel 

sdttppe 

webbing 

end 

herringbone 

( trademark ) 

sejhfclafKf cotton 

wMpcord 

Co (dura 

hessian 

m tungo 

seersucker 

wild silk 

{tmkmatk) 

noqgen 

muslin 

sendai 

wincey 

corduroy 

hoAmd '+ 

nainsook 

serge 

winceyette 

datum 

newton race 

nankeen 

shahfcoosh 

wool 

dfpt 

hoptack 

Naugahyde ((/$ 

shantung 

worsted 

otpc deChIne 

nonnwr ■ 

trademark) 

sharkskin 

m 

cripan 

hudofcadt 1 

fiecdtecord 

sheer 


cratonM 

Hat 

not 

Shetland, wool ,, 
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facile ► adjective Q a facile explanation: simplis 
tic, superficial, oversimplified, shallow, glib, je- 
june, naive, N Amer dime-store ©he achieved a 
facile victory effortless, easy, undemanding, 
unexacting, painless, trouble-free, Bnt informal 
easy-peasy 

facilitate ► verb make easy/easier, ease, make 
possible, make smooth/smoother, smooth the 
way for, enable, assist, help (along), aid, oil the 
wheels of, expedite, speed up, accelerate, for- 
ward, advance, promote, further, encourage 
-opposites impede 

facility ► noun O car-parking facilities provision, 
space, means, potential, equipment © the cam- 
era has a zoom facility possibility, feature © a 
wealth of local facilities ■ amenity, resource, ser- 
vice, advantage, convenience, benefit ©a med- 
ical facility establishment, centre, place, sta- 
tion, location, premises, site, post, base, informal 
joint, outfit, set-up Q his facility for drawing ■ ap 
titude, talent, gift, flair, bent, skill, knack, ge- 
nius, ability, proficiency, competence, capabil- 
ity, capacity, faculty, expertness, adeptness, 
prowess, mastery, artistry ©I was turning out 
poetry with facility, ease, effortlessness, no diffi- 
culty, no trouble, facileness, deftness, adroit- 
ness, dexterity, proficiency, mastery 

facing ►noun Q green velvet facings covering, 
tnmming, lining, interfacing © brick facing on a 
concrete core cladding, veneer, skin, surface, fa- 
cade. front, coating, covering, dressing, over- 
lay. lamination, plating. N Amer siding 

facsimile ►noun copy, reproduction, dupli- 
cate, photocopy, mimeograph, replica, likeness, 
carbon copy, print, reprint, offprint, autotype, 
fax. telefax, trademark Xerox, photostat 
-opposites original 

fact ► noun Q it is a fact that the water is polluted 
reality, actuality, certainty, truth, venty, gos- 
pel © every fact was double-checked detail, piece 
of information, particular, item, specific, elem- 
ent. point, factor, feature, characteristic, ingre- 
dient, circumstance, aspect, facet, (fact*) infor- 
mation ©an accessory after the fact, event, hap- 
pening, occurrence, incident, act, deed 
-opposites he, fiction 

■ In fact actually, in actuality, in actual fact, 
really, in reality, in point of fact, as a matter of 
fact, in truth, to tell the truth, archaic in sooth, 
venly. 

faction ►noun Qa faction of the Liberal Party 
clique, cotene, caucus, cabal, bloc, camp, 
group, grouping, sector, section, wing, arm, 
branch, set, ginger group, pressure group 
© the council was split by faction infighting, dis- 
sension, dissent, dispute, discord, stnfe, con- 
flict. friction, aigument, disagreement, contro- 
versy, quarrelling, wrangling, bickering, squab- 
bling, disharmony, disunity, schism. 

factious ► adjective divided, split, schismatic, 
discordant, conflicting, argumentative, dis- 
agreeing, disputatious, quarrelling, quarrel- 
some, clashing, warring, at loggerheads, at 
odds, rebellious, mutinous. 

-opposites harmonious. 

factitious ►adjective bogus, fake, specious, 
false, counterfeit, fraudulent, spunous, sham, 
mock, feigned, affected, pretended, contrived, 
engineered; Informal phoney, pseudo, pretend, 
Brit. Informal cod. 


-opposites genuine 

factor ► noun element, part, component, ingre- 
dient, strand, constituent, point, detail, item, 
feature, facet, aspect, characteristic, consider- 
ation, influence, circumstance 

factory ► noun works, plant, yard, mill, indus- 
trial unit, workshop, shop, archaic manufactoiy 

factotum ► noun odd-job man, handyman, 
man/maid of all work, jack of all trades, man/ 
girl Friday, Austral knockabout, informal (Mr) 
Fixit 

factual ► adjective truthful, true, accurate, au- 
thentic, historical, genuine, fact-based, true-to- 
life, correct, exact, honest, faithful, literal, ver- 
batim, word for word, unbiased, objective, un- 
varnished, formal veridical 
-opposites fictitious 

faculty ► noun © the faculty of speech power, 
capability, capacity, facility, wherewithal, 
means, (faculties) senses, wits, reason, intelli- 
gence © an unusual faculty for unearthing contri- 
butors ability, proficiency, competence, cap- 
ability, potential, capacity, facility, aptitude, 
talent, gift, flair, bent, skill, knack, genius, ex- 
pertise, expertness, adeptness, adroitness, dex- 
terity, prowess, mastery, artistry ©the arts fac- 
ulty department, school, division, section 
©the vicar introduced certain ornaments without 
the faculty to do so authorization, authority, 
power, right, permission, consent, leave, sanc- 
tion. licence, dispensation, assent, acquies- 
cence, agreement, approval, endorsement, 
clearance, informal the go-ahead, the thumbs up. 
the OK. the green light, say-so 

fad ► noun craze, vogue, trend, fashion, mode, 
enthusiasm, passion, obsession, mama, rage, 
compulsion, fixation, fetish, fancy, whim, fas- 
cination, informal thing 

faddy ► adjective (Bnt informal) fussy, finicky, fad- 
dish, over-particular, over-fastidious, dainty, in- 
formal picky, pernickety, N Amer informal per- 
snickety, archaic nice 

fade ► verb Q the paintwork has faded become 
pale, become bleached, become washed out, 
lose colour, discolour, grow dull, grow dim, 
lose lustre © sunlight had faded the picture 
bleach, wash out, make pale, blanch, whiten 
©remove the flower heads as they fade wither, 
wilt, droop, shrivel, die ©the afternoon light 
began to fade (grow) dim, grow faint, fail, dwin- 
dle, die away, wane, disappear, vanish, decline, 
melt away, poetic / literary evanesce © the Commun- 
ist movement was Jading away decline, die out. 
dimmish, detenorate, decay, crumble, collapse, 
fad, fail, sink, slump, go downhill, informal go to 
pot, go to the dogs; archaic retrograde 
-opposites brighten, increase. 

faeces ► plural noun excrement, bodily waste, 
waste matter, ordure, dung, manure, excreta, 
stools, droppings; dirt, filth, muck, mess, mght 
soil; informal pooh, doo<loo, doings, turds; Bnt in- 
ternal cack, whoopsies, jobbies; N Amer informal 
poop. 

-RELATED TERMS COprO- 

fag 1 (Bnt informal) ► noun it's too much of a fagl 
chore, slog, grind, bother, bore; informal pain, 
sweat. 

-opposites pleasure. 

► verb we fagged away all day toil, slave, slog, la- 
bour, grind, work hard, informal work one’s 
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socks off, Bnt informal graft, Austral /NZ informal bul- 
lock, poetic /literary travail 

■ fag someone out exhaust, tire (out), wear 
out, fatigue, overtire, weary, informal do in, wipe 
out, knock out, shatter, Bnt informal knacker, N 
Amer informal poop, tucker out 

fag 2 ► noun (Bnt mfomial) he was smoking a fag cig 
arette, filter tip, king-size, informal ciggy, cig, 
smoke, cancer stick, coffin nail, Bnt informal 
snout, roll-up 

fagged ► adjective ( informal) exhausted, tired 
(out), worn out, fatigued, weary, drained, 
washed out, informal done in, all in, dead beat, 
dead on one’s feet, shattered, bushed, Bnt in - 
formal knackered. N Amer informal tuckered, 
pooped. 

fall ► verb O the enterprise had failed be unsuc 
cessful, not succeed, fall through, fall flat, col- 
lapse, founder, backfire, meet with disaster, 
come to nothing/naught, informal flop, bomb 
Q he failed his examination be unsuccessful in, 
not pass, not make the grade, mfonnal flunk 
0hts friends had failed him let down, disap- 
point, desert, abandon, betray, be disloyal to, 
poetic /literary forsake Qthe crops failed be defi 
cient, be insufficient, be inadequate, wither 
©the daylight failed fade, dim, die away, wane, 
disappear, vanish ©the ventilation system failed 
break (down), stop working, cut out, crash, 
malfunction, go wrong, develop a fault, informal 
conk out, go on the blink, Bnt informal pack up, 
play up QCen’s health was failing- deteriorate, 
degenerate, decline, fade, wane, ebb Q900 
businesses are fading a week collapse, crash, go 
under, go bankrupt, go into receivership, go 
into liquidation, cease trading, be wound up; in- 
formal fold, flop, go bust, go broke, go to the 
wall 

-opposites succeed, pass, thrive, work 
■ without fall without exception, unfailingly, 
regularly, invariably, predictably, conscien- 
tiously, religiously, whatever happened 

falling ► noun Jeanne accepted him despite his fail- 
ings. fault, shortcoming, weakness, imperfec- 
tion, defect, flaw, frailty, foible, idiosyncrasy, 
vice 

-opposites strength 

► proposition failing financial assistance, you will be 
bankrupt: in the absence of, lacking, notwith- 
standing. 

failure ► noun O the failure of the assassination at- 
tempt: lack of success, non-fulfilment, defeat, 
collapse, foundering, ©afl his schemes had been a 
failure- fiasco, debacle, catastrophe, disaster; in- 
formal flop, washout, dead loss, N Amer informal 
snafu, clinker ©she was regarded as a failure 
loser, underachiever, ne’er-do-well, disappoint- 
ment; informal no-hoper, dead loss. Q a failure in 
duty: negligence, remissness, dereliction, omis- 
sion, oversight, ©a crop failure’ inadequacy, in- 
sufficiency, deficiency, ©the failure of the cam- 
era: breaking down, breakdown, malfunction, 
crash. 0 company failures: collapse, crash, 
bankruptcy, -nsolvency, liquidation, closure. 
-opposites success 

faint ► adjective 0 a faint marie: indistinct, 
vague, unclear, indefinite, ill-defined, imper- 
ceptible, unobtrusive, pale, light, faded, ©a 
faint cry- quiet, muted, muffled, stifled, feeble, 
weak, whispered, murmured, indistinct; low. 
soft, gentle ©a faint possibility: slight, slender, 


slim, small, tiny, negligible, remote, vague, un- 
likely, improbable; informal minuscule Qfaint 
praise, unenthusiastic, half-hearted, weak, fee- 
ble ©1 suddenly felt faint • dizzy, giddy, light- 
headed, unsteady; informal woozy 
-opposites clear, loud, strong 

► verb she thought he would faint pass out, lose 
consciousness, black out, keel over, swoon, in- 
formal flake out, conk out, zonk out, go out like 
a light 

► noun a dead faint blackout, fainting fit, loss of 
consciousness, swoon, Medicine syncope 

falnt-heartod ► adjective timid, timorous, ner- 
vous, nervy, easily scared, fearful, afraid, cow- 
ardly, craven, spineless, pusillanimous, lily- 
livered, informal chicken, chicken-hearted, yel- 
low, yellow-bellied, gutless, sissy, wimpy, 
wimpish, archaic recreant 
-opposites brave 

faintly ► adverb O Mana called his name faintly 
indistinctly, softly, gently, weakly, m a whis- 
per, in a murmur, in a low voice ©he looked 
faintly bewildered slightly, vaguely, somewhat, 
quite, fairly, rather, a little, a bit, a touch, a 
shade, informal sort of, kind of 
-opposites loudly, extremely 
fair 1 ► adjective © the courts were generally fair 
just, equitable, honest, upright, honourable, 
trustworthy, impartial, unbiased, unprejudiced, 
non-partisan, neutral, even-handed, lawful, 
legal, legitimate, informal legit, on the level, N 
Amer informal on the up and up Qfair weather 
fine, diy, bright, clear, sunny, cloudless, warm, 
balmy, clement, benign, pleasant Qfair winds 
favourable, advantageous, benign, on one’s 
side, in one’s favour Qfair hair blond(e), yel- 
lowish. golden, flaxen, light, light brown, tow- 
coloured, ash blonde, fair-haired, light-haired, 
golden-haired Qfair skin pale, light, light- 
coloured, white, creamy © (archaic) the fair 
maiden’s heart See beautiful ©a fair achieve- 
ment reasonable, passable, tolerable, satisfac- 
• tory, acceptable, respectable, decent, all right, 
good enough, pretty good, not bad. average, 
middling, informal OK, so-so 
-opposites inclement, unfavourable, dark 
■ fair and squara honestly, fairly, without 
cheating, without foul play, by the book, law- 
fully. legally, legitimately, informal on the level. 
N Amer informal on the up and up 

fair 2 ► noun Qa country fair f£te, gala, festival, 
carnival ©an antiques fair market, bazaar, 
mart, exchange, sale, archaic emporium Qa 
new art fair, exhibition, display, show, presenta- 
tion, exposition, N Amer exhibit. 

fairly ► adverb QaU pupils were treated fairly 
justly, equitably, impartially, without bias, 
without prejudice, even-handedly; lawfully, le- 
gally, legitimately, by the book; equally, the 
same © the pipes are in fairly good condition ■ rea- 
sonably, passably, tolerably, adequately, mod- 
erately, quite, relatively, comparatively; informal 
pretty, kind of, sort of. Qhe fairly hauled her 
along the street: positively, really, veritably, sim- 
ply, actually, absolutely; practically, almost, 
nearly, all but; Informal plain. 

fair-minded ► adjective fair, just, even- 
handed, equitable, impartial, non-partisan, un- 
biased, unprejudiced; ' honest, honourable, 
trustworthy, upright, decent; Informal on the 
level; N Amer. Informal on the up and up. 
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fairy ► noun sprite, pixie, elf, imp, brownie, 
puck, leprechaun, pishogue, nixie, poetic/ literary 
faene, fay 

fairy tale, fairy story ►noun Qthe film 
was inspired by a fairy tale folk tale, folk story, 
traditional story, myth, legend, fantasy, fable 
© (informal) she accused him of telling fairy tales 
(white) lie, fib, half-truth, untruth, falsehood, 
(tall) story, fabrication, invention, piece of fic- 
tion, informal whopper, cock-and-bull story, Bnt 
informal porky (pie) 

faith ► noun O he justified his boss's faith in him 
trust, belief, confidence, conviction, optimism, 
hopefulness, hope Qshe gave her life for her 
faith religion, church, sect, denomination, (re- 
ligious) persuasion, (religious) belief, ideology, 
creed, teaching, doctrine 
-opposites mistrust 

■ break faith with be disloyal to, be unfaith- 
ful to, be untrue to, betray, play someone false, 
break one’s promise to. fail, let down, double- 
cross, deceive, cheat, stab m the back, informal 
do the dirty on 

■ keep faith with be loyal to, be faithful to, 
be true to. stand by, stick by. keep one’s prom- 
ise to 

faithful ►adjective Q his faithful assistant loyal, 
constant, true, devoted, true-blue, unswerving, 
staunch, steadfast, dedicated, committed, 
trusty, trustworthy, dependable, reliable ©u 
faithful copy accurate, precise, exact, errorless, 
unerring, faultless, true, close, strict, realistic, 
authentic, informal on the mark, on the nail, Bnt 
informal spot on, bang on, N Amer informal on the 
money 

-opposites inaccurate 

faithless ►adjective ©her faithless lover un 
faithful, disloyal, inconstant, false, untrue, 
adulterous, traitorous, fickle, flighty, untrust- 
worthy. unreliable, undependable, deceitful, 
two-faced, double-crossing, informal cheating, 
two-timing, back-stabbing, poetic/ literary perfidi- 
ous ©the natives were faithless unbelieving, 
non-believing, irreligious, disbelieving, agnos- 
tic, atheistic, pagan, heathen, rare nullifidian 

fake ► noun O the sculpture was a fake forgery, 
counterfeit, copy, pirate(d) copy, sham, fraud, 
hoax, imitation, mock-up, dummy, reproduc- 
tion, informal phoney, rip-off, dupe © that doctor 
is a fake charlatan, quack, mountebank, sham, 
fraud, humbug, impostor, hoaxer, cheat, (confi- 
dence) trickster, fraudster, informal phoney, con 
man, con artist. 

► adjective Q fake banknotes counterfeit, forged, 
fraudulent, sham, imitation, pirate(d), false, 
bogus, invalid, informal phoney, dud Qfake dia- 
monds imitation, artificial, synthetic, simulated, 
reproduction, replica, ersatz, man-made, 
dummy, false, mock, bogus, informal pretend, 
phoney, pseudo 0 a fake accent • feigned, faked, 
put-on, assumed, invented, affected, pseudo, 
unconvincing, artificial, mock, informal phoney, 
pseud; Brit informal cod. 

-opposites genuine, authentic. 

► verb O the certificate was faked forge, counter- 
feit. falsify, mock up, copy, pirate, reproduce, 
replicate; doctor, alter, tamper with © he faked 
a yawn: feign, pretend, simulate, put on. 
make-believe, affect. 

fall ►varfe O bombs began to fail: drop, descend, 
come down, go down; plummet, plunge, sink, 


dive, tumble, cascade © he tripped and fell: top- 
ple over, tumble over, keel over, fall down/ 
over, go head over heels, go headlong, collapse, 
take a spill, pitch forward, tnp (over), stumble, 
slip; informal come a cropper, Bnt informal go for 
six 0 the nver began to fall subside, recede, 
ebb. flow back, fall away, go down, sink. Q in- 
flation will fall decrease, decline, diminish, fall 
off, drop off, lessen, dwindle, plummet, 
plunge, slump, sink, depreciate, cheapen, de- 
value, informal go through the floor, nosedive, 
take a header, crash 0 the Mogul empire fell de 
cline, deteriorate, degenerate, go downhill, go 
to rack and ruin, decay, wither, fade, fail, infor- 
mal go to the dogs, go to pot, go down the toi- 
let, Austral /NZ informal go to the pack Q those who 
fell in the war die, perish, lose one’s life, be 
killed, be slain, be lost, meet one’s death, infor- 
mal bite the dust, croak, buy it, Bnt informal snuff 
it, archaic decease © the town fell to the barbar- 
ians surrender, yield, submit, give m, capitu- 
late, succumb, be taken by, be defeated by, be 
conquered by. be overwhelmed by. © Easter 
falls on 23rd April occur, take place, happen, 
come about, anse, poetic/ literary come to pass 
Q night fell come, arrive, appear, anse, materi- 
alize <D she fell ill become, grow, get. turn 
(D more tasks may fall to him be the responsibil 
ity of, be the duty of, be borne by, be one’s 
job, come someone’s way 
-opposites nse, flood, increase, flourish 
► noun Qan accidental fall tumble, tnp. spill, top- 
ple, slip, collapse, informal nosedive, header, 
cropper © a fall tn sales decline, fall-off, drop, 
decrease, cut, dip, reduction, downswing, 
plummet, plunge, slump, informal nosedive, 
crash © the fall of the Roman Empire downfall, 
collapse, ruin, ruination, failure, decline, de- 
tenoration, degeneration, destruction, over- 
throw, demise © the fall of the city surrender, 
capitulation, yielding, submission, defeat ©a 
steep fall down to the ocean descent, declivity, 
slope, slant, incline, N Amer downgrade ©the 
fall of man sin, wrongdoing, transgression, 
error, offence, lapse, fall from grace © rafting 
trips below the falls waterfall, cascade, cataract, 
rapids, white water See list at waterfall 
-opposites increase, nse, ascent 

■ fall apart fall/ come to pieces, fall/come to 
bits, come apart (at the seams), disintegrate, 
fragment, break up, break apart, crumble, 
decay, pensh, informal bust 

■ fall asleep doze off, drop off, go to sleep, in- 
formal nod off, go off, drift off, crash (out), flake 
out, conk out r# go out like a light. N Amer infor- 
mal sack out 

■ fall away slope (down), slant down, go 
down, drop (away), descend, dip, sink, plunge 

■ fall back retreat, withdraw, back off, draw 
back, pull back, pull away, move away 

■ fall back on resort to, turn to, look to. call 
on, have recourse to. rely on, depend on, lean 
on. 

■ fall behind © the other walkers fell behind: lag 
(behind), trail (behind), be left behind, drop 
back, bring up the rear, straggle, dally, dawdle, 
hang back. © they fell behind on their payments: 
get into debt, get into arrears, default, be in 
the red 

■ fall down © I spin round till I fall down. See 
fall verb sense 2. © his work fell down in some 
areas, fail, be unsuccessful, not succeed, not 
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make the grade, fall short, fall flat, disappoint, 
miss the mark; informal come a cropper, flop 

■ fall for ( informal) Q she fell for John fall in love 
with, become infatuated with, lose one’s heart 
to, take a fancy to, be smitten by, be attracted 
to, informal fancy, have the hots for ©she won’t 
fall for that trick be deceived by. be duped by, 
be fooled by. be taken in by, believe, trust, be 
convinced by*, informal go for, buy, swallow 
(hook, line, and sinker) 

■ fall In Qthe roof fell in collapse, cave in, 
crash m, fall down, give way, crumble, disinte- 
grate. © the troops fell tn get in formation, get 
in line, line up, take one’s position, Military 
dress 

■ fall In with Q he fell in with a bad crowd get 
involved with, take up with, join up with, go 
around with, string along with, make friends 
with, informal hang out/about with ©he won’t 
fall in with their demands comply with, go along 
with, support, cooperate with, obey, yield to, 
submit to, bow to, defer to, adhere to, conform 
to, agree to, agree with, accept, concur with 

■ fall off. See fall verb sense 4 

■ fall on attack, assail, assault, fly at, set 
about, set upon, pounce upon, ambush, sur- 
prise. rush, storm, charge, informal jump, lay 
mto, pitch into, beat someone up, Bnt informal 
have a go at 

■ fall out Q let’s not fall out quarrel, argue, 
row, fight, squabble, bicker, have words, dis- 
agree. be at odds, clash, wrangle, cross swords, 
lock horns, be at loggerheads, be at each 
other's throats, informal scrap, argufy, argy- 
baigy © the soldiers fell out move out of forma 
tion, move out of line, stand at ease 

■ fall short of fail to meet, fail to reach, fail 
to live up to, be deficient, be inadequate, be in- 
sufficient, be wanting, be lacking, disappoint, 
informal not come up to scratch 

■ fall through fail, be unsuccessful, come to 
nothing, miscarry, abort, go awiy, collapse, 
founder, come to grief; informal fizzle out, flop, 
fold, come a cropper, go down like a lead bal- 
loon 

fallacious ► adjective erroneous, false, un- 
true, wrong, incorrect, flawed, inaccurate, mis- 
taken, misinformed, misguided, specious, 
spurious, bogus, fictitious, fabncated, made up, 
groundless, unfounded, unproven, unsupport- 
ed, uncorroborated; informal phoney, full of 
holes, off beam 
—opposites correct 

fallacy ► noun misconception, misbelief, delu- 
sion, mistaken impression, misapprehension, 
misinterpretation, misconstruction, error, mis- 
take; untruth, inconsistency, myth 

fallan ► adjective Q fallen heroes, dead, penshed. 
killed, slam, slaughtered, murdered, lost, late, 
lamented, departed, gone, formal deceased, rare 
demised. © (dated) fallen women: immoral, loose, 
promiscuous, unchaste, sinful, impure, sullied, 
tainted, dishonoured, ruined 

fallible ► adjective error-prone, errant, liable 
to err, open to error; imperfect, flawed, weak. 

fallow ► adjective Q fallow farmland, unculti- 
vated, unploughed, untilled, unplanted, un- 
sown, unused, dormant, resting, empty, bare, 
©a fallow trading period: inactive, dormant, 
quiet, slack, slow, stagnant; barren, unproduct- 


-opposites cultivated, busy 

false ► adjective Q a false report incorrect, un- 
true, wrong, erroneous, fallacious, flawed, dis- 
torted. inaccurate, imprecise; untruthful, ficti- 
tious, concocted, fabncated, invented, made 
up. trumped up. unfounded, spunous; counter- 
feit, forged, fraudulent ©a false friend, faith 
less, unfaithful, disloyal, untrue, inconstant, 
treacherous, traitorous, two-faced, double- 
crossing, deceitful, dishonest, duplicitous, un- 
trustworthy, unreliable; untruthful, informal 
cheating, two-timing, back-stabbing; poetic / 
literary perfidious. Qfalse pearls fake, artificial, 
imitation, synthetic, simulated, reproduction, 
replica, ersatz, man-made, dummy, mock, infor- 
mal phoney, pretend, pseudo 
-opposites correct, truthful, faithful, genu- 
ine 

falsehood ► noun Qa downright falsehood lie, 
untruth, fib, falsification, fabncation, inven- 
tion, fiction, story, cock and bull story, flight of 
fancy, half truth, informal tall story, tall tale, 
fauy story, fauy tale, whopper, Bnt informal 
porky (pie), humorous terminological inexacti- 
tude © he accused me of falsehood lying, menda- 
city, untruthfulness, fibbing, fabncation, inven- 
tion, perjury, telling stones, deceit, deception, 
pretence, artifice, double-crossing, treachery, 
poetic/ literary perfidy 
-opposites truth, honesty 

falsify ► vtrb Q she falsified the accounts forge, 
fake, counterfeit, fabncate, alter, change, doc- 
tor, tamper with, fudge, manipulate, adulter- 
ate, corrupt, misrepresent, misreport, distort, 
warp, embellish, embroider © the theory is falsi- 
fied by the evidence disprove, refute, rebut, 
deny, debunk, negate, negative, invalidate, con- 
tradict. controvert, confound, demolish, dis- 
credit, informal shoot full of holes, blow out of 
the water, formal confute, gainsay 

falsity ► noun untruthfulness, untruth, falla- 
ciousness. falseness, falsehood, fictitiousness, 

* inaccuracy; mendacity, fabncation, dishonesty, 
deceit 

falter ► verb O the government faltered hesitate, 
delay, drag one’s feet, stall, waver, vacillate, be 
indecisive, be irresolute, blow hot and cold, Bnt 
haver, hum and haw, informal sit on the fence, 
dilly-dally, shilly-shally ©she faltered over his 
name stammer, stutter, stumble, hesitate, 
flounder 

fame ► noun renown, celebnty, stardom, popu- 
lanty, prominence; note, distinction, esteem, 
importance, account, consequence, greatness, 
eminence, prestige, stature, repute, notonety, 
infamy. 

-opposites obscunty. 

famed ► adjoctlv* famous, celebrated, well 
known, prominent, noted, notable, renowned, 
respected, esteemed, acclaimed; notorious, in- 
famous. 

-oppositbs unknown 

familiar ► adjoctivo Oa familiar task: well 
known, recognized, accustomed; common, 
commonplace, eveiyday, day-today, ordinary, 
habitual, usual, customary, routine, standard, 
stock, mundane, run-of-the-mill; poetic/ literary 
wonted, ©ore you familiar with the subject? ac 
quainted, conversant, versed, knowledgeable, 
well informed; skilled, proficient; at home 
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with, no stranger to, au fait with, au courant 
with, informal well up on, in the know about, 
genned up on, clued up on. 0 a familiar atmos- 
phere informal, casual, relaxed, easy, comfort- 
able; friendly, unceremonious, unreserved, 
open, natu.al, unpretentious ©he is too famil- 
iar with the teachers' overfamiliar, presumptu- 
ous, disrespectful, forward, bold, impudent, 
impertinent 
-opposites formal 

familiarity ► noun Qhe wants greater familiarity 
with politics : acquaintance with, awareness of, 
experience of, insight into, conversancy with, 
conversance with, knowledge of, understand- 
ing of. comprehension of. grasp of. skill in, 
proficiency in ©she was affronted by h is familiar- 
ity overfamiliarity, presumption, presumptu- 
ousness, forwardness, boldness, audacity, 
cheek, impudence, impertinence, disrespect, 
liberties e our familiarity allows us to tease each 
other closeness, intimacy, attachment, affin- 
ity, friendliness, friendship, amity, informal 
chumminess, pallmess, Bnt informal mateyness 

familiarize ► verb MAKE conversant, make fa- 
miliar, acquaint, accustom to, habituate to, in- 
struct in, teach in. educate in, school in, prime 
in, introduce to. informal gen up on, clue up on. 
put in the picture about, give the gen about, 
give the low-down on, fill in on 

family ► noun Of m et his family relatives, rela- 
tions. (next of) kin. kinsfolk, kindred, one's 
(own) flesh and blood, nearest and dearest, 
people, connections; extended family, clan, 
tribe, informal folks Qhe hod the right kind of fam- 
ily ancestry, parentage, pedigree, genealogy, 
background, family tree, descent, lineage, 
bloodline, blood, extraction, stock, forebears, 
forefathers, antecedents, roots, origins ©she is 
married with a family children, little ones, 
youngsters, offspring, progeny, descendants, 
scions, heirs, brood. Law issue, informal kids, kid- 
dies, tots ©the weaver bird family taxonomic 
group, order, class, genus, species, stock, 
strain, line. Zoology phylum 

family tree ► noun ancestry, genealogy, des- 
cent, lineage, line, bloodline, pedigree, back- 
ground, extraction, derivation; family, dynasty, 
house, forebears, forefathers, antecedents, 
roots, origins 

famine ► noun ©a nation threatened by famine 
scarcity of food, food shortages ©the cotton 
famine shortage, scarcity, lack, dearth, defi- 
ciency, insufficiency, shortfall, scantiness, pau- 
city, poverty, drought 
-opposites plenty 

famished ► adjective ravenous, hungiy, starv- 
ing, starved, empty, unfed; informal peckish. 
-opposites full. 

famous ^adjective well known, prominent, 
famed, popular, renowned, noted, eminent, 
distinguished, esteemed, celebrated, respected; 
of distinction, of repute; illustrious, acclaimed, 
great, legendary, lionized; notorious, mfamous 
-opposites unknown. 

fan 1 ► noun a ceding fan air-cooler, air condi- 
tioner, ventilator, blower, aerator. 

► verb Q she fanned her face’ cool, aerate, venti- 
late; freshen, refresh. © they fanned public fears’ 
intensify, increase, agitate, inflame, exacer- 
bate; stimulate, stir up, whip up, fuel, kindle, 


spark, arouse ©the police squad fanned out 
spread, branch; outspread 

fan 2 ► noun a basketball fan’ enthusiast, devotee, 
admirer, lover; supporter, follower, disciple, 
adherent, zealot, expert, connoisseur, aficion- 
ado, informal buff, fiend, freak, nut, addict, fan- 
atic, groupie, N Amer informal jock 

fanatic ► noun O a religious fanatic zealot, ex- 
tremist, militant, dogmatist, devotee, adherent, 
sectarian, bigot, partisan, radical, diehard, 
ultra; informal maniac © ( informal) a keep-fit fanat- 
ic See fan 2 

fanatical ► adjective ©they are fanatical about 
their faith zealous, extremist, extreme, mili- 
tant. dogmatic, radical, diehard, intolerant, 
single-minded, blinkered, inflexible, uncom- 
promising © he was fanatical about tidiness en 
thusiastic, eager, keen, fervent, ardent, pas- 
sionate, obsessive, obsessed, fixated, compul- 
sive, informal wild, gung-ho, nuts, crazy, Bnt infor- 
mal potty 

fancier ►noun a pigeon fanner enthusiast, 
lover, hobbyist, expert, connoisseur, aficion- 
ado; breeder, informal buff 

fanciful ►adjective ©a fannjul story fantastic, 
far-fetched, unbelievable, extravagant, ridicu- 
lous, absurd, preposterous; imaginary, made- 
up, make-believe, mythical, fabulous, informal 
tall, hard to swallow Q a fannjul girl imagina 
tive, inventive, whimsical, impractical, dreamy, 
quixotic, out of touch with reality, m a world 
of one’s own © a fannjul building ornate, exot- 
ic, fancy, imaginative, extravagant, fantastic, 
cunous. bizarre, eccentric, unusual 
-opposites literal, practical 

fancy ► verb © ( Bnt informal) I fanned a change of 
scene wish for, want, desire, long for, yearn 
for, crave, thirst for. hanker after, dream of. 
covet, mfomial have a yen for, archaic be desirous 
of © ( Bnt informal) she fancied him be attracted 
to, find attractive, be infatuated with, be taken 
with, desire, lust after, bum for, informal have a 
crush on, have the hots for, be crazy about, 
have a thing about, have a soft spot for. carry a 
torch for © I fanned I could see lights think, im- 
agine, believe, be of the opinion, be under the 
impression, informal reckon 

► adjective fancy clothes’ elaborate, ornate, orna- 
mental, decorative, adorned, embellished, intri- 
cate, ostentatious, showy, flamboyant, luxuri- 
ous, lavish, extravagant, expensive; mfomial 
flash, flashy, jazzy, ritzy, snazzy, posh, classy, 
Bnt informal swifh 

-opposites plain 

► noun © his fancy to own a farm desire, urge, 
wish, inclination, whim, impulse, notion, 
whimsy; yearning, longing, hankering, craving, 
mfonnal yen, itch © I’ve a fancy they want to be 
alone idea, notion, thought, supposition, opin- 
ion, belief, impression, understanding, feeling, 
suspicion, hunch, inkling. 

fanfare ► noun © a fanfare announced her arrival 
trumpet call, flourish, fanfaronade; archaic 
trump, ©the project was greeted with great fan- 
fare: fuss, commotion, show, display, ostenta- 
tion. flashiness, pageantiy, splendour, informal 
ballyhoo, hype, pizzazz, razzle-dazzle, glitz. 

fantasize ► vtfb daydream, dream, muse, 
make-believe, pretend, imagine, build castles in 
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the air, build castles in Spain, live in a dream 
world 

fantastic ► adjective Qa fantastic notion: fanci 
ful, extravagant, extraordinary, irrational, 
wild, absurd, far-fetched, nonsensical, incred- 
ible, unbelievable, unthinkable, implausible, 
improbable, unlikely, doubtful, dubious, 
strange, peculiar, odd, queer, weird, eccentric, 
whimsical, capricious, visionary, romantic, infor- 
mal crazy, cock-eyed, off the wall © his fantastic 
accuracy tremendous, remarkable, great, ter- 
rific, impressive, outstanding, phenomenal 
0 fantastic shapes strange, weird, bizarre, out- 
landish, queer, peculiar, grotesque, freakish, 
surreal, exotic, elaborate, ornate, intncate 
0 (informal) a fantastic car marvellous, wonder- 
ful, sensational, outstanding, superb, excellent, 
first-rate, first-class, dazzling, out of this world, 
breathtaking, informal great, terrific, fabulous, 
fab. mega, super, ace, magic, cracking, cool, 
wicked, awesome. Brit informal brilliant, brill, 
smashing. Austral /NZ informal bonzer, Bnt informal, 
dated spiffing 

-opposites rational, ordinary 
fantasy ►noun ©u mix of fantasy and realism 
imagination, fancy, invention, make-believe, 
creativity, vision, daydreaming, revene Qhis 
fantasy about being famous dream, daydream, 
pipe dream, fanciful notion, wish, fond hope, 
chimera, delusion, illusion, informal pie in the 
sky 

-opposites realism 

far ►adverb Qwe are far from the palace a long 
way, a great distance, a good way, afar ©her 
charm far outweighs any flaws much, consider- 
ably. markedly, immeasurably, greatly, signifi- 
cantly, substantially, appreciably, noticeably, to 
a great extent, by a long way, by far. by a mile, 
easily 

-opposites near 

► adjective Qfar places distant, faraway, far-off, 
remote, out of the way, far-flung, outlying 
o the far side of the campus further, more dis- 
tant, opposite 
-opposites near 

■ by far by a great amount, by a good deal, by 
a long way, by a mile, far and away, undoubt- 
edly, without doubt, without question, posi- 
tively, absolutely, easily, significantly, substan- 
tially, appreciably, much. Bnt by a long chalk 

■ far and away. See by far. 

■ far and naar everywhere, (here, there, and 
everywhere}, all over (the world), throughout 
the land, worldwide, informal all over the place; 
Bnt mfonnal all over the shop, N Amer informal all 
over the map. 

■ far and wide. See far and near 

■ far from staff were far from happy not, not at 
all, nowhere near; the opposite of. 

■ go far be successful, succeed, prosper, 
flourish, thrive, get on (m the world), make 
good, set the world on fire, informal make a 
name for oneself, make one's mark, go places, 
do all right for oneself, find a place in the sun. 

■ go too far go over the top, go to extremes, 
go overboard 

■ so far O nobody has noticed so far: until now, 
up to now, up to this point, as yet. thus far, 
hitherto, up to the present, to date Qhis liber- 
alism only extends so far. to a certain extent, up 
to a point, to a degree, within reason, within 
limits. 


faraway ►adjective Q faraway places distant, 
far off, far, remote, far-flung, outlying, obscure, 
out of the way, off the beaten track 0 a far- 
away look m her eyes dreamy, daydreaming, ab- 
stracted, absent-minded, distracted, preoccu- 
pied, vague; lost in thought, somewhere else, 
not with us, in a world of one’s own, informal 
miles away 
-opposites nearby 

farce ► noun Q the stones approach farce slap 
stick (comedy), burlesque, vaudeville, buffoon- 
ery 0 the trial was a farce mockery, travesty, 
absurdity, sham, pretence, masquerade, cha- 
rade, joke, waste of time, informal shambles 
-opposites tragedy 

farcical ►adjective Qthe idea is farcical ridicu 
lous, preposterous, ludicrous, absurd, laugh- 
able, nsible, nonsensical, senseless, pointless, 
useless, silly, foolish, idiotic, stupid, hare- 
brained, informal crazy, Bnt informal barmy, daft 
Qfarcical goings-on madcap, zany, slapstick, 
comic, comical, clownish, amusing, hilarious, 
uproarious, informal wacky 

fare ►noun Owe paid the fare ticket price. 
transport cost, price, cost, charge, fee. toll, tar- 
iff Qthe taxi picked up a fare passenger, travel- 
ler, customer, Bnt informal punter © they cat sim- 
ple fare food, meals, sustenance, nourishment, 
nutriment, foodstuffs, provender, eatables, pio- 
visions, cooking, cuisine, diet, table, informal 
grub, nosh, eats, chow, Bnt informal scoff, formal 
comestibles, victuals 

► verb how are you fanng ? get on. get along, cope, 
manage, do. muddle through /along, survive, in- 
formal make out 

farewell ►exclamation farewell , FatncV good 
bye, so long, adieu, au revoir, ciao, informal bye, 
bye-bye, cheerio, see you (latei), later(s), Bnt in- 
formal ta-ta, cheers, informal, dated toodle-oo, 
toodle-pip 

► noun an emotional farewell goodbye, valediction, 
adieu, leavetaking, parting, departure, send- 

* off- 

far-fetched ► adjective improbable, unlikely, 
implausible, unconvincing, dubious, doubtful, 
incredible, unbelievable, unthinkable, con- 
trived, fanciful, unrealistic, ridiculous, absurd, 
preposterous, informal hard to swallow, fishy 
-opposites likely 

farm ►noun a farm of 100 acres smallholding, 
farmstead, plantation, estate, farmland, Bnt 
grange, croft, Scottish steading. N Amer ranch, 
Austral / NZ station 

► verb O be fanned locally be a farmer, cultivate 
the land, work the land, rear livestock. Qthey 
farm the land cultivate, till, work, plough, dig, 
plant ©the family farms sheep breed, rear, 
keep, raise, tend. 

■ farm something out contract out, out- 
source, subcontract, delegate 

farmer ► noun agriculturalist, agronomist, 
smallholder, grazier; farmhand; Bnt crofter, N 
Amer rancher, historical yeoman. 

farming ►noun agriculture, cultivation, hus- 
bandly. See list 

-related terms agri-, agro-. 
far out ► adjective {Informal). See unconventional 

farrago ►noun hotchpotch, mishmash, rag- 
bag, pot-pourri, jumble, mess, confusion, me- 
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Types of Farming and 
Cultivation 


agribusiness 
apiculture 
arboriculture 
aquaculture 
arable farming 
battery farming 
biodynamics 
dtricufture 
crofting 
dairy farming 
dry-land farming 
extensive farming 
factory farming 
fish farming 
floriculture 
forestry 


horticulture 
hydroponics 
intensive farming 
livestock farming 
markuiture 
market gardening 
organic farming 
pisciculture 
potycutture 
sericulture 
sharecropping 
share farming 
silviculture 
subsistence farming 
viniculture 
viticulture 


lange, gallimaufry, hash, assortment, miscel- 
lany, mixture, conglomeration, medley. N Amer 
hodgepodge 

far-reaching ► adjective extensive, wide- 
ranging, comprehensive, widespread, all- 
embracing, overarching, across the board, 
sweeping, blanket, wholesale, important, sig- 
nificant, radical, major, consequential 
-opposites limited 

far-sighted ► adjective prescient. Visionary, 
percipient, shrewd, discerning, judicious, 
canny, prudent 

farther ► adverb & adjective. See further 

farthest ► adjective. See furthest 

fascinate ► verb interest, captivate, engross, 
absorb, enchant, enthral, entrance, transfix, 
nvet, mesmerize, engage, compel, lure, tempt, 
entice, draw, charm, attract, mtngue, divert, 
entertain 
-opposites bore 


fascinating ► adjective interesting, captivat- 
ing, engrossing, absorbing, enchantmg. en- 
thralling, spellbinding, riveting, engaging, com- 
pelling, compulsive, gripping, thrilling; allur- 
ing, tempting, irresistible, charming, attractive, 
intriguing, diverting, entertaining. 

fascination ► noun interest, preoccupation, 
passion, obsession, compulsion, allure, lure, 
charm, attraction, mtngue. appeal, pull, draw 

fascism ► noun authoritarianism, totalitanan- 
ism, dictatorship, despotism, autocracy; Naz- 
ism, nghtism; nationalism, xenophobia, ra- 
cism, anti-Semitism, jingoism, isolationism, 
neo-fascism, neo-Nazism 

fascist ► noun he was branded a fascist authori 
tarian, totalitanan, autocrat, extreme nght- 
wmger, nghtist, Nazi, blackshirt, nationalist, 
xenophobe, racist, anti-Semite, jingoist, neo- 
fascist, neo-Nazi 
-opposites liberal 

► adjective a fascist regime authoritarian, totalitar- 
ian, dictatorial, despotic, autocratic, undemo- 
cratic. illiberal, Nazi, extreme nght-wing. nght- 
ist. militanst, nationalist(ic), xenophobic, ra- 
cist, jingoistic 

-opposites democratic 

fashion ► noun Qthe fashion for ttght clothes 
vogue, trend, craze, rage, mania, fad, style, 
look, tendency, convention, custom, practice, 
informal thing 0the world of fashion clothes, 
clothing design, couture, informal the rag trade 
.See list 0 it needs to be run in a sensible fashion 
manner, way, method, mode, style, system, ap- 
proach 

► verb the model was fashioned from lead con 
struct, build, make, manufacture, fabneate. 
contnve. cast, shape, fonn, mould, sculpt, 
forge, hew 

■ after a fashion to a certain extent, in a 
way, somehow (or other), m a manner of 
speaking, in its way 

■ in fashion fashionable, in vogue, up to 
date, up to the minute, all the rage, chic, 3 la 


Fashion Designers 

Amies, Hardy (English) 

Armani, Giorgio (Italian) 
Azagury, Jacques (Moroccan) 
Balenciaga, CffctdbaJ (Spanish) 
Balmain. Pierre (french) 

Beene, Geoffrey (American) 
Blass, Biff (American) 

Bohan, Marc (French) 

Cacharel, Jean (French) 
Capettino, Ally (English) 

Cardin, Pierre (French) 

Cerruti, Nino (Italian) 

Chanel* Coco (French) 

Charles, Caroline (English) 
Oarfe, Ossie OEngflsh) 

Conran, jasper (English) 
Costelloe, Paul {kteh) 
Coun^ffs,^drd^^<Freoch) 

De la Rome* Oscar (Dominican) 
Okw, Christian (french) 

Jfcrrf, QmiM' 

(SfvHsh) 


Freud, BeHa (English) 

Galliano. John (English) 
Gaultier, Jean-Paul (French) 
Givenchy, Hubert de (French) 
Hais ton (American) 

Hamnett, Katharine (English) 
Hartnell, Norman (English) 
Hechter, Daniel (French) 
Jackson, Betty (English) 

Karan, Donna (American) 
Kenzo (Japanese) 

Klein, Anne (American) 

Klein, Calvin (American) 
Lacroix. Christian (French) 
Lagerfeld, JCwtotto (German) 
tang. Helmut (Austrian) 
UnvK Jeanne (French) 

Laroche, Guy (French) 

Lauren Ralph (American) 

M aMbochw (American) 
McQueiav Alexander (Eftoteh) 
'Missoni. Ottavio fltefta* V m 
Yuaos&vl*) 

Mtyghe! tesey (Japanese) 


Mizrahi, Isaac (American) 
Montana. Claude (French) 
Moschino, Franco (Italian) 
Mugler, Thierry (French) 

Muir. Jean (English) 

Oidfleld, Bruce (English) 
Ozbek, Rifat (Turkish) 

# Patou, Jean (French) 

Pucci, Emilio (Italian) 

Quant, Mary (English) 

Reger. Janet (English) 

Rhodes. Zandra (English) 
Rykiel, Sonia (French) 
Saint-Laurent, Yves (French) 
SddapareW. Elsa (French, b. In 
Italy) 

Smith, Paul (English) 

Ungaro, Emmanuel (French) 
Valentino (Italian) 

Versace, Gianni (Italian) 
Westwood, VMenne (English) 
Yamamoto, Yotyl (Japanese) ^ 
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mode, informal trendy, with it, cool, m. the m 
thing, hot, big, hip, happening, now, sharp, 
groovy, N Amer tony, fly, Bnt informal, dated all 
the go 

■ out of fashion unfashionable, dated, old- 
fashioned, out of date, outdated, outmoded, be* 
hind the times, unstylish, unpopular, passe, 
demode, informal old hat, out, square, out of the 
ark 

fashionable ►adjective IN vogue, voguish, in 
fashion, popular, (bang) up to date, up to the 
minute, modem, all the rage, modish, a la 
mode, trendsetting, stylish, chic, informal trendy, 
classy, with it, cool, in, the in thing, hot. big, 
hip, happening, now, sharp, groovy, snazzy, N 
Amer informal tony, fly, Bnt informal, dated all the 
go 

fast 1 ►adjective ©a fat pace speedy, quick, 
swift, rapid, fast-moving, high-speed, turbo, 
sporty, accelerated, express, blistering, break- 
neck, pell-mell, hasty, hurried, informal nippy, 
zippy, scorching, blinding, supersonic, Bnt infor- 
mal cracking, poetic/ literary fleet ©he held the door 
fat secure, fastened, tight, firm, closed, shut, 
to, immovable, unbudgeable 0 a fat colour in 
delible, lasting, permanent, stable Qfast 
friends loyal, devoted, faithful, firm, steadfast, 
staunch, true, boon, bosom, inseparable, con- 
stant, enduring, unswerving ©a /ast woman 
promiscuous, licentious, dissolute, debauched, 
impure, unchaste, wanton, abandoned, of easy 
virtue, sluttish, whonsh, intemperate, immod- 
erate, shameless, sinful, immoral, informal easy, 
tarty, Bnt mfomial slaggy, N Amer informal 
roundheeled, dated loose 
-opposites slow, loose, temporary, chaste 

► adverb ©she drove fat quickly, rapidly, swiftly, 
speedily, bnskly, at speed, at full tilt, hastily, 
hurriedly, in a hurry, post-haste, pell-mell, like 
a shot, like a flash, on the double, at the speed 
of light, informal double quick, p d q (pretty 
damn quick), mppily, like (greased) lightning, 
hell for leather, like mad, like the wind, like a 
scalded cat, like a bat out of hell, Bnt mfonnal 
like the clappers, at a rate of knots, like billy-o, 
N Amer mfomial lickety-split, poetic /literary apace 
0 hi s wheels were stuck fast securely, firmly, im- 
movably, fixedly ©he’s fat asleep deeply, 
sound, completely ©she lived fat and danger- 
ously wildly, dissolutely, intemperately, im- 
moderately, recklessly, self-indulgently, ex- 
travagantly 

-opposites slowly 

fast 2 ►verb we must fat and pray eat nothing, 
abstain from food, refrain from eating, go 
without food, go hungry, starve oneself, go on 
hunger strike 
-opposites eat 

► noun a five-day fat period of fasting, penod of 
abstinence, hunger strike, diet 

-opposites feast. 

fasten ► verb O be fastened the door bolt, lock, 
secure, make fast, chain, seal Qthey fastened 
splints to his leg’ attach, fix, affix, clip, pm, 
tack; stick, bond, join © he fastened his horse to 
a tree ■ tie (up), bind, tether, truss, fetter, lash, 
hitch, anchor, strap, rope, ©the dress fastens at 
the front’ button (up), zip (up), do up, close, 
©his gaze fastened on me: focus, fix, be riveted, 
concentrate, zero in, zoom in, direct at. 
© blame had been fastened on some nutter - ascribe 


to, attribute to, assign to, chalk up to, pin on, 
lay at the door of. Q critics fastened on the end of 
the report • single out, concentrate on, focus on, 
pick out, fix on, seize on 
-opposites unlock, remove, open, untie, undo 
fastidious ►adjective scrupulous, punctili- 
ous. painstaking, meticulous, perfectionist, 
fussy, finicky, over-particular, critical, overcnt- 
ical, hypercritical, hard to please, exacting, de- 
manding, mfomial pernickety, nit-picking, 
choosy, picky, N Amer informal persnickety 
-opposites lax 

fat ►adjective ©a fat man plump, stout, over- 
weight, large, chubby, portly, flabby, paunchy, 
pot-bellied, beer-bellied, meaty, of ample pro- 
portions, obese, corpulent, gross, fleshy, informal 
tubby, roly-poly, beefy, porky, blubbery, 
chunky, Bnt informal podgy, fubsy, archaic pursy 
Qfat bacon fatty, greasy, oily, oleaginous; for- 
mal pinguid ©a fat book thick, big, chunky, 
substantial, long © (informal) a fat salary large, 
substantial, sizeable, considerable, generous, 
lucrative 

-opposites thin, lean, small, good 

► noun © whale fat blubber, fatty tissue, adipose 
tissue ©he was running to fat fatness, plump- 
ness. stoutness, chubbiness, tubbiness, portli- 
ness, podginess, flabbiness, obesity, corpulence, 
informal flab, blubber ©eggs in sizzling fat cook 
ing oil. grease, lard, suet, butter, margarine 

fatal ►adjective Q a fatal disease deadly, lethal, 
mortal, death-dealing, terminal, incurable, un- 
beatable, inoperable, malignant, poetic/ literary 
deathly © a fatal mistake disastrous, devastat- 
ing. ruinous, catastrophic, calamitous, dire, 
costly, formal gnevous 
-oppositfs harmless, beneficial 
fatalism ►noun passive acceptance, resigna- 
tion, stoicism, fate 

fatality ► noun death, casualty, mortality, vic- 
tim, fatal accident 

fate ► noun © what has fate in store for me? des 
. tiny, providence, the stars, chance, luck, seren- 
dipity. fortune, kismet, karma © my fate was in 
their hands future, destiny, outcome, end. lot 
©a similar fate would befall other killers death, 
demise, end, retribution, sentence ©the Fates 
will decide the weird sisters, the Parcae, the 
Moirai See list 

► verb his daughter was fated to face the same prob- 
lem be predestined, be preordained, be des- 
tined, be meant, be doomed; be sure, be cer- 
tain, be bound, be guaranteed 

The Three Fates 

Lachesis (assigns a person's destiny) 

Clotbo (spins the thread of life) 

Atropos (cuts the thread of Hie) 

fateful ► adjective © that fateful day : decisive, 
cntical, crucial, pivotal; momentous, import- 
ant, key, significant, historic, portentous, ©the 
fatej ill defeat of 1402: disastrous, ruinous, ca- 
lamitous. devastating, tragic, terrible. 

-opposites unimportant, 
father ►noun ©his mother and father, male 
parent, patriarch, paterfamilias; Informal dad, 
daddy, pop, pa, old man, Brit informal, dated pater. 
© (poetic/ literary) the religion of my fathers: ances- 
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tor, forefather, forebear, predecessor, antece- 
dent, progenitor, primogenitor © the father of 
democracy originator, initiator, founder, in- 
ventor, creator, maker, author, architect. Qthe 
city fathers leader, elder, patriarch, official 
©our heavenly Father God, Lord (God). Qpray 
for me, Father priest, pastor, parson, clergy- 
man, cleric, minister, preacher, informal rever- 
end, padre. 

-related terms paternal, patn- 
— opposites child, mother, descendant 

► verb O he fathered six children be the father of, 
sire, bnng into the world, spawn, breed, poetic j 
literary beget, archaic engender ©he fathered a 
strand of applied economics establish, institute, 
originate, initiate, invent, found, create 

fatherland ►noun native land, native coun- 
try, homeland, mother country, motherland, 
land of one’s birth 

fatherly ►adjective paternal, fatherlike, pro- 
tective, supportive, encouraging, affectionate, 
caring, sympathetic, indulgent 

fathom ► verb © Charlie tried to fathom her ex- 
pression understand, comprehend, work out, 
make sense of, grasp, divine, puzzle out. get to 
the bottom of, interpret, decipher, decode, infor- 
mal make head or tail of, tumble to, crack, Bnt 
informal twig, suss (out), savvy Qfathoming the 
ocean measure the depth of, sound, plumb 

f atfigue ► noun O his face was grey with fatigue 
tiredness, weariness, exhaustion, enervation, 
prostration © ( Military ) kitchen fatigues menial 
work, drudgery, chores, informal skivvying 
-opposites energy 

► verb the troops were fatigued tire (out), exhaust, 
wear out, drain, weary, wash out, overtire, 
prostrate, enervate, informal knock out, take it 
out of, do in, fag out, whack, poop, shatter, 
bush, wear to a frazzle, Bnt informal knacker 
-opposites invigorate 

fatness ►noun plumpness, stoutness, heavi- 
ness, chubbiness, portliness, rotundity, flabbi- 
ness, paunchiness, obesity, corpulence, mfomial 
tubbiness, podgmess 
-opposites thinness 

fatten ►verb o fattening livestock make fat/ 
fatter, feed (up), build up © we're sending her 
home to fatten up put on weight, gain weight, 
get heavier, grow fatter, fill out 
-opposites slim 

fatty ► adjective greasy, oily, fat. oleaginous 
-opposites lean 

fatuous ► adjective silly, foolish, stupid, mane, 
idiotic, vacuous, asinine, pointless, senseless, 
ridiculous, ludicrous, absurd, informal dumb, 
gormless, Bnt informal daft 
-opposites sensible 

fault ► noun O he has his faults defect, failing, 
imperfection, flaw, blemish, shortcoming, 
weakness, frailty, foible, vice © engineers have 
located the fault defect, flaw, imperfection, bug: 
error, mistake, inaccuracy, informal glitch, grem- 
lin. ©it was not my fault: responsibility, liabil- 
ity, culpability, blameworthiness, guilt, ©don’t 
blame one child far another's faults : misdeed, 
wrongdoing, offence, misdemeanour, miscon- 
duct, indiscretion, peccadillo, transgression. 
-opposites ment, strength. 

► verb you couldn’t fault any of the players : find 
fault with, criticize, attack, censure, condemn, 


reproach; complain about, quibble about, 
moan about, informal knock, slam, gripe about, 
beef about, pick holes in, Bnt informal slag off, 
have a go at, slate 

■ at fault to blame, blameworthy, culpable, re- 
sponsible, guilty, in the wrong 

■ to a fault excessively, unduly, immoderate- 
ly, overly, needlessly 

fault-finding ►noun criticism, captiousness, 
cavilling, quibbling, complaining, grumbling, 
carping, moaning, informal gnping, grousing, 
bellyaching 
-opposites praise 

faultless ► adjective perfect, flawless, without 
fault, error-free, impeccable, accurate, precise, 
exact, correct, exemplary 
-opposites flawed 

faulty ►adjective Qa faulty electric blanket mal- 
functioning. broken, damaged, defective, not 
working, out of order, informal on the blink, act- 
ing up, kaput, bust, Bnt informal knackered, play- 
ing up, duff, N Amer mfomial on the fritz ©her 
logic is faulty defective, flawed, unsound, in- 
accurate. incorrect, erroneous, fallacious, 
wrong 

-RELATED TERMS dys- 

-opposites working, sound 

faux pas ►noun gaffe, blunder, mistake, in- 
discretion. impropriety, solecism, informal boo- 
boo. Bnt mfomial boob, N Amer mfomial blooper 

favour ► noun Q will you do me a favour ? good 
turn, service, good deed, (act of) kindness, 
courtesy ©she looked on him with favour a p 
proval, approbation, goodwill, kindness, be- 
nevolence ©they showed favour to one of the 
players favouritism, bias, partiality, partisan- 
ship ©you shall receive the king’s favour patron 
age, backing, support, assistance 0 (archaic) you 
shall wear my favours ribbon, rosette, badge, 
token, keepsake, souvenir, memento 
-opposites disservice, disapproval 

► verb ©the party favours electoral reform advo 
cate, recommend, approve of, be in favour of, 
support, back, champion, campaign for, stand 
up for, press for, lobby for, promote, informal 
plug, push for © Robyn favours loose clothes pre 
fer. go (in) for, choose, opt for, select, pick, 
plump for, be partial to, like 0 father always fa- 
voured George show favouritism towards, have 
a bias towards, think more highly of Qthe con- 
ditions favoured the other team: benefit, be to the 
advantage of, help, assist, aid, be of service to, 
do someone a favour © he favoured Lucy with a 
smile oblige, honSur, gratify, humour, indulge 
0 (mfomial) Travis favours our father resemble, 
look like, be similar to, bear a resemblance to, 
remind one of, take after; informal be the spit- 
ting image of, be a dead nnger for 
-opposites oppose, dislike, hinder. 

■ In favour of on the side of, pro, (all) for, giv- 
ing support to. approving of, sympathetic to. 

favourable ►adjective O a favourable assessment 
of his ability' approving, commendatory, compli- 
mentary, flattering, glowing, enthusiastic; 
good, pleasing, positive; mfomial rave Q condi- 
tions are favourable' advantageous, beneficial, in 
one’s favour, good, right, suitable, fitting, ap- 
propriate; propitious, auspicious, promising, 
encouraging. 0 a favourable reply: positive, af- 
firmative, assenting, agreeing, approving, en- 
couraging. reassuring. 
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-opposites critical, disadvantageous, nega- 
tive 

favourably ► adverb positively, approvingly, 
sympathetically, enthusiastically, appreciative- 

iy 

favoured ► adj»ctlv, preferred, favourite, re- 
commended, chosen, choice 

favourite * adjective his favourite aunt best- 
loved. most-liked, favoured, dearest, preferred, 
chosen, choice 

► noun ©Brutus was Caesar’s favourite (first) 
choice, pick, preference, pet, darling, the apple 
of one’s eye, informal golden boy, Bnt informal 
blue-eyed boy/girl; N Amer informal fair-haired 
boy /girl Q the favourite fell at the first fence ex 
pected winner, front runner 

favouritism ► noun partiality, partisanship, 
unfair preference, preferential treatment, fa- 
vour. prejudice, bias, inequality, unfairness, 
discrimination 

fawn 1 ► adjective a fawn carpet beige, yellowish- 
brown, pale brown, buff, sand, oatmeal, cafe 
au lait, camel, ecru, taupe, stone, mushroom 

fawn 2 ► verb they were fawning over the President 
be obsequious to, be sycophantic to, curry fa- 
vour with, pay court to, play up to, crawl to. 
ingratiate oneself with, dance attendance on, 
informal suck up to, make up to, be all over. 
Austral / NZ informal smoodge to 

fawning * adjective obsequious, servile, syco- 
phantic, flattering, ingratiating, unctuous, ole- 
aginous, grovelling, crawling, informal boot- 
licking, smarmy 

fear ► noun O she felt fear at entering the hou.se 
terror, fright, fearfiilness, horror, alarm, 
panic, agitation, trepidation, dread, consterna- 
tion, dismay, distress, anxiety, worry, angst, 
unease, uneasiness, apprehension, apprehen- 
siveness, nervousness, nerves, perturbation, 
foreboding, informal the creeps, the willies, the 
heebie-jeebies, jittenness, twitchiness, butter- 
flies (in the stomach), (blue) funk ©she over- 
came her fears ■ phobia, aversion, antipathy, 
dread, bugbear, bogey, nightmare, horror, ter- 
ror, anxiety, neurosis, informal hang-up See list at 
phobia. 0 (archaic) the love and fear of God awe, 
wonder, wonderment; reverence, veneration, 
respect. Q there's no fear of me leaving you alone 
likelihood, Iikehness, prospect, possibility, 
chance, probability, nsk, danger 
► verb Q she feared her husband be afraid of, be 
fearful of, be scared of, be apprehensive of, 
dread, live m fear of, be terrified of. be anxious 
about, worry about, feel apprehensive about 
Q he fears heights have a phobia about, have a 
horror of. take fright at. ©he feared to tell them 
be too afraid, be too scared, hesitate, dare not 
O they feared for his health: worry about, feel 
anxious about, feel concerned about, have anx- 
ieties about. 0 (archaic) all who fear the Lord 
stand in awe of. revere, reverence, venerate, 
respect QI fear that you may be right, suspect, 
have a (sneaking) suspicion, be inclined to 
think, be afraid, have a hunch, think it likely. 

fearful ► adjective Q they are fearful of being over- 
heard ■ afraid, frightened, scared (stiff), scared 
to death, terrified, petrified, alarmed, panicky, 
nervy, nervous, tense, apprehensive, uneasy, 
worried (sick), anxious; informal jittery, jumpy; 
Bnt informal in a (blue) funk; archaic afeared, af- 


frighted ©the guards were fearful nervous, 
trembling, quaking, cowed, daunted, timid, 
timorous, faint-hearted, nervy, informal jittery, 
jumpy, twitchy, keyed up. in a cold sweat, a 
bundle of nerves, like a cat on a hot tin roof, 
Bnt informal having kittens, like a cat on hot 
bricks, N Amer informal spooky © a fearful acci- 
dent terrible, dreadfiil, awful, appalling, 
frightful, ghastly, horrific, homble, horrifying, 
horrendous, tembly bad, shocking, atrocious, 
abominable, hideous, monstrous, gruesome 
© ( informal) he was in a fearful hurry (very) great, 
extreme, real, dreadful, informal terrible 

fearfully ► adverb ©she opened the door fearfully 
apprehensively, uneasily, nervously, timidly, 
timorously, hesitantly, with one’s heart in 
one’s mouth & [informal) Stephanie looked fearfully 
glamorous extremely, exceedingly, exceptional- 
ly, remarkably, uncommonly, extraordinarily, 
tremendously, incredibly, very, really, Scottish 
unco, informal awfully, tembly. dreadfully, Bnt 
well, ever so, dead, N Amer informal real, mighty, 
awful, dated frightfully 

fearless ► adjective bold, brave, courageous, 
intrepid, valiant, valorous, gallant, plucky, 
honhearted, heroic, danng. audacious, indomit 
able, doughty, unafraid, undaunted, unflinch- 
ing, informal gutsy, spunky, ballsy, feisty 
-opposites timid, cowardly 

fearsome ► adjective frightening, horrifying, 
terrifying, menacmg, chilling, spine-chilling, 
hair-raising, alarming, unnerving, daunting, 
formidable, forbidding, dismaying, disquieting, 
disturbing, informal scary 

feasible ► adjective practicable, practical, 
workable, achievable, attainable, realizable, vi- 
able, realistic, sensible, reasonable, within rea- 
son, suitable, possible, expedient, constructive, 
informal doable 
-opposites impractical 

feast ► noun ©a wedding feast banquet, cele- 
bration meal, lavish dinner, treat, entertain- 
ment. revels, festivities, informal blowout, 
spread. Bnt informal nosh-up, beanfeast, bun- 
fight. beano, slap-up meal © the feast of St Ste- 
phen (religious) festival, feast day, saint’s day, 
holy day, holiday See lists at festival, saint 
© a feast for the eyes treat, delight, joy, pleas- 
ure. 

► veib Q they feasted on lobster: gorge on, dine on. 
eat one’s fill of, overindulge in, binge on, eat, 
devour, consume, partake of, informal stuff one’s 
face with, stuff oneself with, pig oneself on, 
pig out on. © they feasted the deputation’ hold a 
banquet for, throw a feast/party for, wine and 
dine, entertain lavishly, regale, treat, f&te. 

feat ► noun achievement, accomplishment, at- 
tainment, coup, triumph; undertaking, enter- 
prise, venture, operation, exercise, endeavour, 
effort, performance, exploit. 

feather ► noun plume, quill, flight feather, tail 
feather; Ornithology covert, plumule, (feathers) 
plumage, feathering, down. 

feature ► noun ©a typical feature of French 
music: characteristic, attribute, quality, prop- 
erty. trait, hallmark, trademark; aspect, facet, 
factor, ingredient, component, element, theme; 
peculiarity, idiosyncrasy, quirk, ©her delicate 
features: face, countenance, physiognomy; infor- 
mal mug, kisser, Brit. Informal mush, phiz; N. Amer 
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informal puss, pan; poetic/ literary visage, linea- 
ments ©she made a feature of her garden sculp- 
tures centrepiece, (special) attraction, high- 
light. focal point, focus (of attention) Qa ser- 
ies of short features article, piece, item, report, 
story, column, review, commentary, write-up 
► verb O Radio Ulster is featuring a week of live con- 
certs present, promote, make a feature of, give 
prominence to, focus attention on, spotlight, 
highlight Q she is to feature in a major advertising 
campaign star, appear, participate, play a part 
febrile ► adjective feverish, hot, burning, 
flushed, sweating, informal having a tempera- 
ture, rare pyretic. 

feckless ► adjective useless, worthless, in- 
competent, inept, good-for-ncthmg, ne’er-do- 
well. lazy, idle, slothful, indolent, shiftless, infor- 
mal no-good, no-account 

fecund ► adjective fertile, fruitful, productive, 
high-yielding, rich, lush, flourishing, thriving, 
formal fructuous 
— oppositls barren 

federal * adjective confederate, federated, fed- 
erative, combined, allied, united, amalgamated, 
integrated 

federate ► verb confederate, combine, unite, 
unify, merge, amalgamate, integrate, join (up), 
band togethei , team up 

federation ►noun confederation, confeder- 
acy. federacy, league, combination, alliance, co- 
alition. union, syndicate, guild, consortium, 
partnership, cooperative, association, amalgam 
ation 

fee ►noun payment, wage, salary, allowance, 
price, cost, charge, tariff, rate, amount, sum. 
figure, (fee*) remuneration, dues, earnings, 
pay, formal emolument 

feeble ►adjective ©he was very old and feeble 
weak, weakly, weakened, frail, infirm, delicate, 
sickly, ailing, unwell, poorly, enfeebled, ener- 
vated, debilitated, incapacitated, decrepit Qa 
feeble argument ineffective, ineffectual, inad- 
equate, unconvincing, implausible, unsatisfac- 
tory, poor, weak, flimsy ©he’s too feeble to 
stand up to his boss cowardly, craven, faint- 
hearted, spineless, spiritless, lily-livered, timid, 
timorous, fearful, unassertive, weak, ineffec- 
tual, informal wimpy, sissy, sissified, gutless, 
chicken, Bnt informal wet ©a feeble light faint, 
dim, weak, pale, soft, subdued, muted 
-opposnts strong, brave 
feeble-minded ►adjective Qdim’t be so 
feeble-minded stupid, idiotic, imbecilic. foolish, 
witless, doltish, empty-headed, vacuous, informal 
half-witted, moronic, dumb, dim, dopey, dozy, 
dotty, dippy, Bnt informal daft © (dated) the segre- 
gation of the /eeble-mmded having learning diffi 
culties, having special (educational) needs, 
backward, simple, slow, (mentally) retarded, 
dated educationally subnormal, ESN, informal 
mental 

-opposites clever, gifted 
feed ► verb © l orge family to feed give food to, 
provide (food) for, cater for, cook for, suckle, 
breastfeed, bottle-feed, dated victual © the baby 
spends all day feeding' eat, consume food, have a 
meal, snack; informal nosh, graze, ©too many 
cows feeding in a small area' graze, browse, crop, 
pasture, ©the birds feed on a varied diet: live on/ 
off, exist on, subsist on, eat, consume ©.feed- 


ing one’s selfesteem strengthen, fortify, support, 
bolster, reinforce, boost, fuel, encourage ©she 
fed secrets to the Russians supply, provide, give, 
deliver, furnish, issue 

► noun © feed for goats and sheep, fodder, food, 
forage, pasturage, herbage, provender, formal 
comestibles © (informal) they halted for their feed 
meal, lunch, dinner, supper, Bnt tea, informal 
nosh, Bnt informal scoff, formal repast 

feel ► verb © she felt the fabric touch, stroke, ca- 
ress. fondle, finger, thumb, handle ©she felt a 
breeze on her back perceive, sense, detect, dis- 
cern, notice, be aware of, be conscious of 
©the patient does not feel pain experience, 
undergo, go through, bear, endure, suffer ©he 
felt his way towards the door grope, fumble, 
scrabble, pick ©/eel the temperature of the water 
test, try (out), assess © he feels that he should go 
to the meeting believe, think, consider (it right), 
be of the opinion, hold, maintain, judge, infor- 
mal reckon, figure Q I feel that he is only hiding 
his time sense, have a (funny) feeling, get the 
impression, have a hunch, intuit ©the air feels 
damp seem, appear, strike one as 

► noun © the divers worked by feel (sense of) 
touch, tactile sense, feeling (one’s way) Qthe 
(eel of the paper texture, surface, finish, weight, 
thickness, consistency, quality Qthe fed of a 
room atmosphere, ambience, aura, mood, feel- 
ing. an, impression, character tenor, spirit, fla- 
vour, informal vibrations, vibes ©a jcel for lan- 
guages aptitude, knack, flair, bent, talent, gift, 
faculty, ability 

■ feel for sympathize with, be sorry foi, pity, 
feel pity foi, feel sympathy for. feel compas- 
sion for, be moved by. commiserate with, con- 
dole with 

■ feel like want, would like, wish for, desire, 
fancy, feel in need of, long for, informal yen for, 
be dying for 

feeler ►noun ©the fish has two feelers on its 
head antenna, tentacle, tactile/sensory organ. 
Zoology antennule Q the minister put out feelers 
tentative enquiry/proposal, advance, ap- 
proach, overtme. probe 

feeling ►noun Q assess the fabric by feeling 
(sense of) touch, feel, tactile sense, using 
one’s hands Qa feeling of nausea sensation, 
sense, consciousness ©I had a feeling that I 
would win (sneaking) suspicion, notion, ink- 
ling, hunch, funny feeling, feeling in one’s 
bones, fancy, idea, presentiment, premonition, 
informal gut feeling Qthe strength of her feeling 
love, affection, fondness, tenderness, warmth, 
warmness, emotion, sentiment; passion, ar- 
dour, desire. Qout of touch with public feeling 
sentiment, emotion, opinion, attitude, belief, 
ideas, views ©a rush of feeling compassion, 
sympathy, empathy, fellow feeling, concern, 
solicitude, solicitousness, tenderness, (brothei - 
ly) love, pity, sorrow, commiseration Q he had 
hurt her feelings sensibilities, sensitivities, self- 
esteem, pnde Q my feeling is that it is true opin 
ion, belief, view, impression, intuition, instinct, 
hunch, estimation, guess Qa feeling of peace 
atmosphere, ambience, aura, air, feel, mood, 
impression, spirit, quality, flavour, informal vi- 
brations, vibes. <Da remarkable feeling for lan- 
guage. aptitude, knack, flair, bent, talent, gift, 
faculty, ability 

► adjective a feeling man: sensitive, warm, warm- 
hearted. tender, tender-hearted, canng, sympa- 
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thetic, kind, compassionate, understanding, 
thoughtful. 

feign ► verb ©she lay Still and feigned sleep simu 
late, fake, sham, affect, give the appearance 
of, make a pretence of ©he's not really ill, he's 
only feigning- pretend, put it on, fake, sham, 
bluff, masquerade, play-act, informal kid 
feigned * adjective pretended, simulated, af- 
fected, artificial, insincere, put-on, fake, false, 
sham, informal pretend, phoney 
-opposites sincere 

feint ► noun bluff, blmd, ruse, deception, sub- 
terfuge, hoax, tnck, ploy, device, dodge, sham, 
pretence, cover, smokescreen, distraction, con- 
trivance, informal red hemng 
felicitations * plural noun congratulations, 
good/best wishes, (kind) regards, blessings, 
compliments, respects 

felicitous * adjective ©his nickname was par- 
ticularly felicitous apt, well chosen, fitting, suit- 
able, appropriate, apposite, pertinent, ger- 
mane, relevant o the room's only felicitous fea- 
ture favourable, advantageous, good, pleasing 
-opposites inappropriate, unfortunate, 
felicity ► noun © domestic felicity happiness, 
joy, joyfulness, joyousness, bliss, delight, cheer- 
fulness, contentedness, satisfaction, pleasure 
Q David expressed his feelings with his customary fe- 
licity eloquence, aptness, appropriateness, suit- 
ability. suitableness, applicability, fitness, rele- 
vance. pertinence 

-opposites unhappiness, inappropnateness 
feline ► adjective she moved with feline grace, cat 
like, graceful, sleek, sinuous 
► noun her pet feline cat, kitten, informal puss, 
pussy (cat), Brit informal moggie, mog, archaic gri- 
malkin 

fell 1 ► vert) ©all the dead sycamores had to be 
felled cut down, chop down, hack down, saw 
down, clear ©she felled him with one punch 
knock down/over, knock to the ground, strike 
down, bring down, bring to the ground, floor, 
prostrate, knock out, knock unconscious, infor- 
mal deck, flatten, down, lay out, KO, Bnt informal 
knock for six 

fell 1 ► adjective {poetic /literary) a fell intent murder 
ous, savage, violent, vicious, fierce, ferocious, 
barbarous, barbanc, monstrous, cruel, ruthless, 
archaic sanguinary. 

■ at/ln one fell swoop all at once, together, 
at the same time, in one go 

fellow ► noun © (informal) he's a decent sort of fel- 
low: man, boy, person, individual, soul, informal 
guy, geezer, lad, fella, character, customer, 
devil, bastard; Bnt informal chap, bloke, N Amer 
informal dude, hombre; Austral /NZ informal digger, 
informal, dated body, dog, cove. © (informal) she 
longed to have a fellow * boyfriend, lover. 0 he ex- 
changed glances with his fellows: companion, 
friend, comrade, partner, associate, co-worker, 
colleague. Informal chum, pal, buddy; Bnt informal 
mate. Qsome peasants were wealthier than their 
fellows: peer, equal, contemporaiy, confrere; ar- 
chaic compeer. 

■ follow fooling sympathy, empathy, feeling, 
compassion, care, concern, solicitude, solici- 
tousness, warmth, tenderness, (brotherly) love; 
pity, sorrow, commiseration. 

fellowship ►noun ©a community bound to- 
gether in fellowship: companionship, companion- 


ability, sociability, comradeship, camaraderie, 
friendship, mutual support; togetherness, soli- 
darity, informal chumminess, pallmess; Bnt infor- 
mal mateyness ©the church fellowship ■ assocl 
ation, society, club, league, union, guild, affili- 
ation, alliance, fraternity, brotherhood, soror- 
ity. sodality 

female ► adjective typical female attributes femi 
nine, womanly, ladylike, archaic feminal 
-opposites male 

► noun the author was a female See woman sense 1 
-related TERMS gynaeco- 

femlnine ►adjective ©a very feminine young 
woman womanly, ladylike, girlish, girly, archaic 
femmal ©he seemed slightly feminine effemin 
ate, womanish, unmanly, effete, mfonnal sissy, 
wimpy, hmp-wnsted 
-opposites masculine, manly 
femininity ► noun womanliness, feminine- 
ness, womanly/ feminine qualities 
feminism ► noun the women s movement, the 
feminist movement, women's liberation, fe- 
male emancipation, women's rights, informal 
women’s hb 

femme fatale ► noun seductress, temp- 
tress, siren, informal vamp 

fen ►noun marsh, marshland, salt marsh, fen- 
land, wetland, (peat) bog. swamp, swampland, 
N Amer moor 

fence ► noun © a gap in the fence barrier, pal- 
ing. railing, enclosure, barricade, stockade, pal- 
isade © (informal) a fence dealing mainly in jewel- 
lery receiver (of stolen goods), dealer 

► verb © they fenced off many acres enclose, sur- 
round, circumscribe, encircle, circle, encom- 
pass, poetic/ literary engirdle, archaic compass ©he 
fenced m his chickens confine, pen in, coop up, 
shut m/up, separate off, enclose, surround, N 
Amer corral e he fences as a hobby fight with 
swords, sword-fight ©the man fenced but Jim 
persisted be evasive, be vague, be non-com- 

* mittal, equivocate, prevaricate, stall, vacillate, 
hedge, pussyfoot around, sidestep the issue, in- 
formal duck the question/issue, flannel, shilly- 
shally, Bnt informal waffle, rare palter. 

■ (sitting) on the fence ( informal) undecided, 
uncommitted, uncertain, unsure, vacillating, 
wavering, dithering, hesitant, doubtful, am- 
bivalent. in two minds, m a quandary, neutral, 
impartial, non-partisan, open-minded, Bnt hum- 
ming and hawing 

fend ► verb they were unable to fend off the inva- 
sion ward off, head off, stave off, hold off, 
repel, repulse, resist, fight off, defend oneself 
against, prevent, stop, block, intercept, hold 
back. 

■ fend for oneself take care of oneself, look 
after oneself, provide for oneself, shift for one- 
self, manage by oneself, cope alone, stand on 
one’s own two feet. 

feral ► adjGctiv* Q feral dogs : wild, untamed, un- 
domesticated, untrained, ©a feral snarl: fierce, 
ferocious, vicious, savage, predatoiy. menacing, 
bloodthirsty. 

-opposites tame, pet. 

formant ► vtfb ©the beer continues to ferment: 
undergo fermentation, brew; effervesce, fizz, 
foam, froth ©an environment that ferments dis- 
order. cause, bring about, give rise to. gener- 
ate, engender, spawn, instigate, provoke, in- 
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cite, excite, stir up, whip up, foment, poetic} 
literary beget, enkindle. 

► noun Q a ferment of revolutionary upheaval fever, 
furore, frenzy, tumult, storm, rumpus, turmoil, 
upheaval, unrest, disquiet, uproar, agitation, 
turbulence, disruption, confusion, disorder, 
chaos, mayhem; informal kerfuffle, hoo-ha, to-do; 
Bnt Informal aggro Q (archaic) the action of a fer- 
ment FERMENTING AGENT/SUBSTANCE, enzyme; 
yeast, bactena, leaven 

ferocious ► adjective Q ferocious animals 

fierce, savage, wild, predatory, aggressive, dan- 
gerous Q a ferocious attack brutal, vicious, vio- 
lent, bloody, barbaric, savage, sadistic, ruthless, 
cruel, merciless, heartless, bloodthirsty, mur- 
derous, poetic /literary fell, archaic sanguinary 0 (m- 
formaf) a ferocious headache intense, strong, 
powerful, fierce, severe, extreme, acute, un- 
bearable, informal hellish 
-opposites gentle, mild 

ferocity ► noun savagery, brutality, barbarity, 
fierceness, violence, bloodthirstiness, murder- 
ousness, ruthlessness, cruelty, pitilessness, 
mercilessness, heartlessness 
ferret ►verb O she ferreted in her handbag rum- 
mage, feel around, grope around, forage 
around, fish about/around, poke about/around, 
search through, hunt through, rifle through. 
Austral }NZ informal fossick through 0 ferreting out 
misdemeanours unearth, uncover, discover, de- 
tect. search out, bnng to light, track down, dig 
up, root out, nose out, informal get wise to, Bnt 
informal rumble 

ferry ► noun the ferry from Dover to Calais pas 
senger boat/ship, feny boat, car ferry, ship, 
boat, vessel, dated packet (boat) 

► verb O ferrying passengers to and from the Contin- 
ent transport, convey, carry, ship, run, take, 
bnng, shuttle 0 the boat ferried hourly across the 
nver go back and forth, shuttle, run 

fertile ►adjective Qthe soil is fertile fecund. 
fruitful, productive, high-yielding, nch. lush, 
formal fructuous Qfertile couples able to con 
ceive, able to have children, technical fecund 
0 a fertile brain imaginative, inventive, innova- 
tive, creative, visionary, onginal, ingenious, 
productive, prolific 
-opposites barren 

fertilization ► noun conception, impregna- 
tion, insemination, pollination, propagation 
fertilize ► verb Qthe field was fertilized add fer 
tilizer to, feed, mulch, compost, manure, 
dress, top-dress 0 these orchids are fertilized by 
insects: pollinate, cross-pollinate, cross-fertilize 
fertilizer ► noun manure, plant food, compost. 

dressing, top dressing, dung, 
fervent ►adjective impassioned, passionate, in- 
tense. vehement, ardent, sincere, fervid, heart- 
felt, enthusiastic, zealous, fanatical, whole- 
hearted, avid, eager, keen, committed, dedi- 
cated. devout, informal mad keen, poetic I literary 
perfervid. 

-oppositbs apathetic. 

fervid ►adjacttva fervent, ardent, passionate, 
impassioned, intense, vehement, wholehearted, 
heartfelt, sincere, earnest; poetic /literary perfer- 
vid. 

fervour ► noun passion, ardour, intensity, zeal, 
vehemence, emotion, warmth, earnestness, 
avidity, eagerness, keenness, enthusiasm, ex- 


citement, animation, vigour, energy, fire, 
spirit, zest, fervency, ardency. 

-opposites apathy 

fester ► verb O his deep wound festered' suppur 
ate, become septic, form pus, weep; Medicine 
maturate, be purulent, archaic rankle. 0 rubbish 
festered rot, moulder, decay, decompose, pu- 
trefy, go bad/off. spoil, deteriorate. Q their re- 
sentment festered' rankle, eat/gnaw away at 
one’s mind, brew, smoulder 
festival ► noun Qthe town's autumn festival 
f£te, fair, gala (day), carnival, fiesta, jamboree, 
celebrations, festivities, eisteddfod Qfasting 
precedes the festival holy day, feast day, saint's 
day, commemoration, day of observance See 
list 

festive ► adjective jolly, meny, joyous, joyful, 
happy, jovial, light-hearted, cheerftil, jubilant, 
convivial, high-spinted, mirthful, uproarious, 
celebratory, holiday, carnival, Christmassy, ar- 
chaic festal 

festivity ► noun O food plays an important part 
in the festivities celebration, festival, entertain- 
ment, party, jamboree, merrymaking, feasting, 
revelry, jollification; revels, fun and games, in- 
formal bash, shindig, shindy, Bnt informal rave-up, 
knees-up. beanfeast, bunfight, beano Qthe fes- 
tivity of the Lost Night of the Proms jollity, merri- 
ment, gaiety, cheerfulness, cheer, joyfulness, 
jubilance, conviviality, high spirits, revelry 
festoon ► noun festoons of paper flowers gar- 
land, chain, lei, swathe, swag, loop 
► verb the room was festooned with streamers decor 
ate, adorn, ornament, trim, deck (out), hang, 
loop, drape, swathe, garland, wreathe, bedeck, 
informal do up/out, get up, tnck out, poetic I literary 
bedizen, furbelow 

fetch ► verb Q he went to fetch a doctor (go and) 
get, go for, call for, summon, pick up, collect, 
bnng, carry, convey, transport Qthe land could 
fetch a million pounds sell for, bnng m, raise, 
realize, yield, make, command, cost, be pnced 
at. informal go for, set one back, pull m. But infor- 
mal knock someone back 
■ fetch up (informal) end up, finish up, turn up. 
appear, matenalize, find itself; informal wind up, 
show up. 

fetching ► adjective attractive, appealing, 
sweet, pretty, lovely, delightful, charming, pre- 
possessing, captivating, enchanting, irresistible, 
Scottish & N English bonny, informal divine, heaven- 
ly, Bnt informal fit, smashing, archaic comely, fair 
ftte ► noun (Bnt\ gala (day), bazaar, fair, festi- 
val, fiesta, jubilee, carnival, fund-raiser, chanty 
event 

fetid ►adjective stinking, smelly, foul-smelling, 
malodorous, reeking, pungent, acnd, high, 
rank, foul, noxious; Bnt informal niffy, pongy, 
whiffy, humming; N Amer informal funky, poetic/ 
literary noisome, miasmic, miasmal. 

-opposites fragrant. 

fetish ► noun Qhe developed a rubber fetish: fix- 
ation, obsession, compulsion, mania; weakness, 
fancy, fascination, fad, informal thing, hang-up 
Qan African fetish: juju, talisman, charm, amu- 
let; totem, idol, image, effigy; archaic periapt, 
fetter ►verb O the captive was fettered, shackle, 
manacle, handcuff, clap in irons, put in chains, 
chain (up), informal cuff; poetic/ literary enfetter. 
0 these obligations fetter the company's powers ■ 
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Religious Festivals and 
Holy Days 


FESTIVAL 

MONTH 

Christianity 


Epiphany 

January 

Candlemas 

February 

Shrove Tuesday 

February/March 

Ash Wednesday 

February/March 

Annunciation 

March 

Easter 

March/April 

Pentecost or Whit 

April/May 

Sunday 


AN Saints’ Day or All 

November 

Hallows 


Christmas 

December 

Holy Innocents* Day 

December 

See also saint. 


Judaism 


Purim 

February/March 

Passover or Pesach 

March/April 

Lag b'Omer 

April/May 

Shavuoth 

May/June 

Rosh Hashana 

September/October 

YomtQppur or Day of 

September/October 

Atonement 


Succoth 

September/October 

Hanukkah 

December 

Hinduism 


Mahashivaratri 

February/March 

Hob 

February/March 

Rama Naum! 

March/April 

New Year 

January/February 

Raksha Bandhan 

August 

Janmashtami 

August/September 

Navaratrf 

October 

Dusshera 

October 

Diwatt 

October/November 

Sikhism 


HottMohalla 

March/Apnl 

Baisakhi 

April 

Martyrdom of Guru 

May/June 

Aijan 


Birthday of Guru Nanak 

November 

Birthday of Guru Gobind 

December/January 

Singh 


Martyrdom of Guru 

December/January 


Tegh Bahadur 


Buddhism 

Vesak 

Aprtf/May 

Dhammacakka 

July 

BodhiDay 

November 

Islam 

laflat uMsra waf Ml ’raj 

April/May 

UNatul-Bsra'h 

AprN/May 

Ufct td-Qadr 

May/june 


May/June 

tktuMdfaa 

July 

Muhrarran 

September/October 

►ASSAM 

Scftan* 

April 

Ummas 

August 

Samhaln 

October 


restrict, restrain, constrain, limit, hinder, 
hamper, impede, obstruct, hamstring, inhibit, 
check, curb, trammel 

fetters ► plural noun shackles, manacles, hand' 
cuffs, irons, leg-irons, chains, restraints; informal 
cuffs, bracelets, histoncal bilboes 
fettle ► noun shape, trim, (physical) fitness, 
(state of) health, condition, form, (state of) re- 
pair, (working) order, Bnt informal nick 

fetus ► noun embryo, fertilized egg, unborn 
baby/child 

feud ► noun tribal feuds vendetta, conflict, rival- 
ry, hostility, enmity, strife, discord; quarrel, ar- 
gument. falling-out 

► verb he feuded with his teammates' quarrel, fight, 
argue, bicker, squabble, fall out, dispute, clash, 
differ, be at odds, informal scrap 

fever ► noun 0 he developed fever feverishness, 
high temperature, febnlity, Medicine pyrexia, in- 
formal temperature ©a fever of excitement fer 
ment, frenzy, furore, ecstasy, rapture 0 World 
Cup fever excitement, frenzy, agitation, passion 
— related terms febnie 

fevered ► adjective ©her fevered brow feverish, 
febnie, hot, burning, rare pyretic ©a fevered 
imagination excited, agitated, frenzied, over- 
wrought, fervid 

feverish ►adjective ©she’s really feverish fe 
brile, fevered, hot, burning, informal having a 
temperature, rare pyretic © feverish excitement 
frenzied, frenetic, hectic, agitated, excited, 
restless, nervous, worked up, overwrought, 
frantic, fiinous, hysterical, wild, uncontrolled, 
unrestrained 

few ► determiner police are revealing few details 
not many, hardly any. scarcely any. a small 
number of, a small amount of. one or two, a 
handful of, little 
-opposites many 

► adjective comforts here are few. scarce, scant, 
meagre, insufficient, in short supply, thin on 

* the ground, few and far between, infrequent, 
uncommon, rare 
-opposites plentiful 

■ a faw a small number, a handful, one or 
two, a couple, two or three, not many, hardly 
any 

fianc6e, fianc6 ►noun betrothed, wife-to- 
be, husband-to-be, bnde-to-be, future wife/ 
husband, prospective spouse, informal intended, 
fiasco ► noun failure, disaster, catastrophe, de- 
bacle, shambles, farce, mess, wreck, informal 
flop, washout, Bnt informal cock-up, N Amer infor- 
mal snafu, Austral /NZ informal fizzer 
-opposites success 

flat ► noun decree, edict, order, command, com- 
mandment. injunction, proclamation, mandate, 
dictum, diktat. 

fib ► noun you’re telling a fib • lie, untruth, false- 
hood, made-up story, invention, fabrication, de- 
ception, (piece of) fiction; (little) white lie. 
half-truth, informal tall story/tale, whopper; Bnt 
informal porky (pie) 

-opposites truth 

► verb she had bunked off school fibbing about a sore 
throat’ lie, tell a lib, tell a lie, invent a story, 
make up a story; informal kid. 

fibre ► noun O fibres from the murderer's jumper. 
thread, strand, filament; technical fibnl. ©nut- 
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ural fibres, material, cloth, fabric See list at fab 
ric ©a man with no fibre See moral fibre 
O fibre in the diet roughage, bulk 
fickle ► adjectiv* capricious, changeable, van' 
able, volatile, mercunal, inconstant, undepend- 
able. unsteady, unfaithful, faithless, flighty, 
giddy, skittish, technical labile, poetic/ literary mut- 
able 

-opposites constant 

fiction ► noun O the traditions of British fiction 
novels, stones, creative wnting, prose litera- 
ture 0 the president dismissed the allegation as ab- 
solute fiction fabrication, invention, lies, fibs, 
untruth, falsehood, fantasy, nonsense 
-opposites fact 

fictional * adjective fictitious, invented, im- 
aginary. made up. make-believe, unreal, fabri- 
cated. mythical 
-opposites real 

fictitious ► adjective Qa fictitious name false, 
fake, fabricated, sham, bogus, spurious, as- 
sumed. affected, adopted, feigned, invented, 
made up, informal pretend, phoney 0 a fictitious 
character See fictional 
-opposites genuine 

fiddle (informal) ► noun Qshe played the fiddle vio 
lin, viola 0 a VAT fiddle fraud, swindle, confi- 
dence tnck, informal racket, con tnck, flimflam 

► verb O he fiddled with a beer mat fidget, play, 
toy, twiddle, fuss, fool about/around, finger, 
thumb, handle, informal mess about/around, Brit 
informal muck about/around 0 he fiddled with the 
dials adjust, tinker, play about/around, med- 
dle, interfere 0 fiddling the figures falsify, ma- 
nipulate, massage, rig. distort, misrepresent, 
doctor, alter, tamper with, interfere with, infor- 
mal fix. flimflam, cook (the books) 

fiddling ► adjective (informal) trivial, petty, trifl- 
ing, insignificant, unimportant, inconsequen- 
tial, negligible, paltry, footling, minor, small, 
incidental, of little/no account, informal piddling, 
piffling 

-opposites important 

fidelity ► noun Q fidelity to her husband faith 
fulness, loyalty, constancy, truehearted ness, 
trustworthiness, dependability, reliability, formal 
troth. 0 fidelity to your king loyalty, allegiance, 
obedience, constancy, homage, histoncal fealty 
Qthe fidelity of the reproduction accuracy, 
exactness, precision, preciseness, correctness; 
strictness, closeness, faithfulness, authenticity 
-opposites disloyalty 

fidget ► verb Q the audience began to fidget move 
restlessly, wnggle, squirm, twitch, jiggle, 
shuffle, be agitated, informal be jittery Qshe 
fidgeted with her scarf play, fuss, toy, twiddle, 
fool about/around, informal fiddle, mess about/ 
around. Qshe seemed to fidget him make uneasy, 
wony, agitate, bother, upset, ruffle. 

► noun Qhis convulsive fidgets twitch, wnggle, 
squirm, jiggle, shuffle, tic, spasm. 0what a 
fidget you arei restless person, bundle of 
nerves. 0 that woman gives me the fidgets: rest 
LESSNES8, nervousness, fidgetiness; informal the 
jitters, twitchiness. 

fidgety ► adjective restless, restive, on edge, 
uneasy, nervous, nervy, keyed up. anxious, agi- 
tated; Informal jittery, twitchy. 
field ► noun Qa l urge ploughed field : meadow, 
pasture, paddock, grassland, pastureland. 


sward, poetic /literary lea, mead, archaic glebe. Qa 
football field, pitch, ground, sports field, playing 
field, recreation ground. 0 the field of biotechnol- 
ogy area, sphere, discipline, province, depart- 
ment, domain, sector, branch, subject, informal 
bailiwick O your field of vision scope, range, 
sweep, reach, extent. Qshe is well ahead of the 
field competitors, entrants, competition, appli- 
cants, candidates, possibles 

► verb O he was fielding act as a fielder, play in 
outfield Qshe fielded the ball catch, stop, re- 
trieve, return, throw back 0 fielding an ineli- 
gible player put in the team, send out, play, put 
up Qthey can field an army of about one million 
deploy, position, range, dispose Qhe fielded 
some awkward questions deal with, handle, cope 
with, answer, reply to, respond to 

► adjective Q field experience practical, hands-on, 
applied, experiential, empirical Qfield artillery 
mobile, portable, transportable, movable, man- 
oeuvrable, light 

-opposites theoretical 

fiend ► noun Qa fiend had taken possession of him 
demon, devil, evil spirit, bogie, cacodernon, in- 
formal spook 0 a fiend bent on global evil-doing- 
brute, beast, villain, barbarian, monster, ogre, 
sadist, evil-doer; informal swine 0 (informal) a drug 
fiend addict, abuser, user, informal junkie, 
head/freak O ( informal) I’m a fiend for Mex- 
ican food- enthusiast, maniac, devotee, fan, 
lover, informal fanatic, addict, buff, freak, nut 

fiendish ►adjective Qa fiendish torturer 
wicked, cruel, vicious, evil, malevolent, villain- 
ous, brutal, savage, barbaric, barbarous, in- 
human. murderous, ruthless, merciless, dated 
dastardly 0 a fiendish plot cunning, clever, in- 
genious. crafty, canny, wily, devious, shrewd, 
informal foxy, sneaky Qa fiendish puzzle diffi 
cult, complex, challenging, complicated, intri- 
cate. involved, knotty, thorny 

fierce ►adjective Qa fierce black mastiff fer 
ocious, savage, vicious, aggressive Qfierce com- 
petition aggressive, cut-throat, competitive, 
keen, intense, strong, relentless Qfierce, mur- 
derous jealousy intense, powerful, vehement, 
passionate, impassioned, fervent, fervid, ar- 
dent. Qa fierce wind- powerful, strong, violent, 
forceful, stormy, blustery, gusty, tempestuous 
0 a fierce pain severe, extreme, intense, acute, 
awful, dreadful, excruciating, agonizing, pier- 
cing 

-opposites gentle, mild. 

fiery ► adjective Q fiery breath burning, blazing, 
flaming, on file, ablaze, poetic /literary afire Qa 
fiery red bright, brilliant, vivid, intense, deep, 
nch. 0 her fiery spirit passionate, impassioned, 
ardent, fervent, fervid, spirited, quick-tem- 
pered, volatile, explosive, aggressive, deter- 
mined, resolute 

fiesta ► noun festival, carnival, holiday, cele- 
bration, party 

fight ► vtrb Q two men were /ighting: brawl, ex- 
change blows, attack/assault each other, hit/ 
punch each other; struggle, grapple, wrestle; in- 
formal scrap, have a dust-up. have a set-to; Bnt in- 
formal have a punch-up; N. Amer informal rough- 
house; Austral /NZ informal stoush, go the knuckle, 
©he fought in the First World War (do) battle, 
go to war, take up arms, be a soldier; engage, 
meet, clash, skirmish. 0 a war /ought for free- 
dom. engage in, wage, conduct, prosecute, 
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undertake. ©they are always fighting quarrel, 
argue, row, bicker, squabble, fall out, have a 
row/fight, wrangle, be at odds, disagree, differ, 
have words, bandy words, be at each other’s 
throats, be at loggerheads, informal scrap, archaic 
altercate. Q fighting against wage reductions cam 
paign, strive, battle, struggle, contend, crusade, 
agitate, lobby, push, press 0 they will fight the 
decision oppose, contest, contend with, con- 
front. challenge, combat, dispute, quarrel with, 
argue against/with, strive against, struggle 
against © Donaldson fought t he urge to put his 
tongue out. repress, restrain, suppress, stifle, 
smother, hold back, fight back, keep in check, 
curb, control, rein in. choke back, informal keep 
the lid on, cork up 

► noun O a fight outside a club brawl, fracas, 
melee, rumpus, skirmish, sparring match, 
struggle, scuffle, altercation, scrum, clash, dis- 
turbance, fisticuffs, informal scrap, dust-up, set- 
to, shindy, shindig, Bnt mfomial punch-up, bust- 
up, ruck, N Amer informal rough house, branni- 
gan. Austral / NZ informal stoush. Law, dated affray, 
rare broil ©a heavyweight fight boxing match, 
bout, match © Britain’s fight against Germany 
battle, engagement, clash, conflict, struggle, 
war. campaign, crusade, action, hostilities ©a 
figfit with my girlfriend argument, quarrel, 
squabble, row, wrangle, disagreement, falling- 
out, contretemps, altercation, dispute, informal 
tiff, spat, scrap, slanging match, Bnt informal bar- 
ney, ding-dong, bust-up 0 their fight for control 
of the company struggle, battle, campaign, 
push, effort ©she had no fight left m her will 
to resist, resistance, spirit, courage, pluck, 
pluckmess, grit, strength, backbone, determin- 
ation, resolution, resolve, resoluteness, aggres- 
sion. aggressiveness, informal guts, spunk; Bnt in- 
formal bottle, N Amer mfomial sand, moxie 

■ fight back ©use your pent-up anger to fight 
back retaliate, counter-attack, strike back, hit 
back, respond, reciprocate, return fire, give tit 
for tat; formal requite somethmg ©she fought 
back tears See fight verb sense 7 

■ fight someone/something off repel, re- 
pulse. beat off/back, ward off, fend off, keep/ 
hold at bay, drive away/back, force back 

■ fight shy of flinch from, demur from, recoil 
from, have scruples about, have misgivings 
about, have qualms about, be averse to, be 
chary of, be loath to, be reluctant to, be disin- 
clined to, be afraid to, hesitate to, baulk at, in- 
formal boggle at, archaic disrelish. 

fightback ► noun ( Bnt ) counter-attack, 

counter-offensive, rally, recovery, mfomial come- 
back 

fighter ►noun ©a guerrilla fighter soldier, 
fighting man/ woman, wamor, combatant, ser- 
viceman, servicewoman, trooper; Bnt informal 
squaddie, archaic man-at-arms See list at soldier. 
©£ he figfiter was knocked to the ground, boxer, 
pugilist, prizefighter, wrestler; informal scrapper, 
pug. 0 enemy fighters See list at aircraft. 

fighting ► adjoctivt a fighting man ■ violent, 
combative, aggressive, pugnacious, truculent, 
belligerent, bellicose. 

-opposites peaceful. 

► noun 200 were injured in the fighting- violence, 
hostilities, conflict, action, combat; warfare, 
war, battles, skirmishing, noting; Law, dated af- 
fray. 

-opposites peace. 


figment ►noun invention, creation, fabnca- 
tion, hallucination, illusion, delusion, fancy, vi- 
sion 

figurative ► adjective metaphorical, non- 
literal, symbolic, allegorical, representative, 
emblematic 
-opposites literal 

figure ►noun ©the production figure statistic, 
number, quantity, amount, level, total, sum, 
(figures) data, information © the second figure 
was 9 digit, numeral, numencal symbol ©he 
can't put a figure on it price, cost, amount, 
value, valuation © I’m good at figures arithmet 
ic, mathematics, sums, calculations, computa- 
tion, numbers, Bnt informal maths, N Amer infor- 
mal math e her petite figure physique, build, 
frame, body, proportions, shape, form 0 a 
dark figure emerged silhouette, outline, shape, 
form © a figure of authority person, personage, 
individual, man, woman, character, personal- 
ity, representative, embodiment, personifica- 
tion, epitome © life-size figures human repre 
sentation, effigy Qgeometrlcal figures shape, 
pattern, design, motif (0 see figure 4 diagram, 
illustration, drawing, picture, plate 
► verb ©a beast figuring in Egyptian legend fea 
ture, appear, be featured, be mentioned, be re- 
ferred to, have prominence © a way to figure 
the values calculate, work out, total, reckon, 
compute, determine, assess, put a figure on, 
Bnt tot up 0 {informal) I figured that I didn't have 
a chance suppose, think, believe, consider, ex- 
pect, take it. suspect, sense, assume, dare say, 
conclude, take it as read, presume, deduce, 
infer, gather, N Amer guess ©(/oforma/) ‘Rose- 
mary’s away ’ ‘ That figures ’ make sense, seem 
reasonable, stand to reason, be to be expected, 
be logical, follow, nng true 

■ figure on (N Amer informal) they figured on pay- 
ing about $ 100 plan on, count on. rely on, bank 
on, bargain on, depend on, pin one's hopes on, 
anticipate, expect to 

■ figure something out ( informal) he tried to fig- 
ure out how to switch on the lamp work out, 
fathom, puzzle out, decipher, ascertain, make 
sense of, think through, get to the bottom of, 
understand, comprehend, see, grasp, get the 
hang of, get the drift of; informal twig, crack, Bnt 
informal suss out 

figure Of speech ►noun. See list at rhet 

ORIC 

filament ►noun fibre, thread, strand, technical 
fi bnl 

file 1 ► noun ©he opened the file, folder, port- 
folio, binder, document case, ©we have files on 
all the major companies dossier, document, rec- 
ord, report; data, information, documentation, 
annals, archives ©the computer file was searched 
data, document, text. 

► vtfto Qfile the documents correctly: categorize, 
classify, organize, put m place/order, order, ar- 
range, catalogue, record, store, archive. ©Deb- 
bie has filed for divorce : apply, register, ask 
©two women have filed a civil suit against him 
bring, press, lodge, place; formal prefer. 

film 2 ► noun a file of boys : line, column, row, 
stnng, chain, procession; Brit Informal crocodile. 

► v»ri> we filed out into the car park: walk in a line, 
march, parade, troop. 
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file 3 ► verb she filed her nails smooth, buff, rub 
(down), polish, shape; scrape, abrade, rasp, 
sandpaper. 

filial ► adjective dutiful, devoted, compliant, re* 
spectful, affectionate, loving. 

filibuster ► noun many hours in committee are 
characterized by filibuster, delaying tactics, 
stonewalling, procrastination, obstruction, tem- 
porizing. 

► verb the opposition are filibustering waste time, 
stall, play for time, stonewall, procrastinate, 
buy time, employ delaying tactics. 

filigree ► noun tracery, fretwork, latticework, 
scrollwork, lacework. 

fill ► verb Qhe filled a bowl with cereal make/ 
become full, fill up. fill to the brim, top up, 
charge ©guests filled the parlour crowd into, 
throng, pack (into), occupy, squeeze into, cram 
(into); overcrowd, overfill, ©he began filling his 
shelves stock, pack, load, supply, replenish, re- 
stock, refill Qfitt all the holes with a wood-repair 
compound • block up. stop (up), plug, seal, caulk, 
©the perfume filled the room ■ pervade, permeate, 
suffuse, be diffused through, penetrate, infuse, 
perfuse ©he was going to fill a government post. 
occupy, hold, take up; informal hold down © we 
had Just filled a big order carry out, complete, 
fulfil, execute, discharge; formal effectuate 
-opposites empty 

■ fill In substitute, deputize, stand in. cover, 
take over, act as stand-m. take the place of; in- 
formal sub, step into someone’s shoes/boots, N 
Amer informal pinch-hit 

■ fill someone In inform of. advise of. tell 
about, acquaint with, appnse of. brief on, up- 
date with, informal put in the picture about, 
bnng up to speed on 

■ fill something In ( Brit ) complete, answer, fill 
up, N Amer fill out. 

■ fill out grow fatter, become plumper, flesh 
out, put on weight, get heavier 

■ fill something out ©this account needs to be 
filled out expand, enlarge, add to. elaborate on. 
flesh out; supplement, extend, develop, amp- 
lify © ( N Amer ) he filled out the forms See fill 
SOMETHING IN 

filling ► noun filling for cushtons. stuffing, pad- 
ding, wadding, filler. 

► adjective a filling meal substantial, hearty, 
ample, satisfying, square; heavy, stodgy 

fillip ► noun stimulus, stimulation, boost, incen- 
tive, impetus; tome, spur, push, aid, help, infor- 
mal shot m the arm 

film ► noun ©a fil™ of sweat: layer, coat, coat- 
ing, covering, cover, sheet, patina, overlay 
©Emma was watching a film' movie, picture, fea- 
ture (film), motion picture, informal flick, pic, 
talkie; dated moving picture, ©she would like to 
work in film cinema, movies, the pictures. See 
list 

-related terms cinematic. 

► vtrb ©he immediately filmed the next scene: rec- 
ord (on film), shoot, capture on fiim, video, 
©his eyes hod filmed over, cloud, mist, haze; be- 
come blurred, blur; archaic blear. 

film Star ►noun (film) actor/actress, movie 
star, leading man/woman, leading lady, lead; 
celebrity, star, starlet, superstar, informal celeb; 
Informal, dated matinee idol. See list at actor. 


filmy ►adjective diaphanous, transparent, see- 
through, translucent, sheer, gossamer; delicate, 
fine, light, thin, silky. 

-opposites thick, opaque 

filter ► noun a carbon filter: strainer, sifter; 
sieve, riddle; gauze, netting. 

► verb © the farmers filter the water sieve, strain, 
sift, filtrate, riddle; clarify, purify, refine, treat. 
© the ram had filtered through her Jacket: seep, 
percolate, leak, trickle, ooze. 

filth ► noun © stagnant pools of filth: dirt, muck, 
grime, mud, mire, sludge, slime, ooze; excre- 
ment, excreta, dung, manure, ordure, sewage; 
rubbish, refuse, dross; pollution, contamin- 
ation, filthiness, uncleanness, foulness, nasti- 
ness; N. Amer garbage; informal crud, grunge; Bnt 
mfonnal grot, gunge, N Amer informal trash. ©I/elt 
sick after reading that filth, pornography, porno- 
graphic literature/films, dirty books, smut, ob- 
scenity. indecency; informal pom, pomo 

filthy ► adjective Qthe room was filthy: dirty, 
mucky, grimy, muddy, slimy, unclean; foul, 
squalid, sordid, nasty, soiled, sullied; polluted, 
contaminated, unhygienic, unsanitary; mfonnal 
cruddy, grungy, Bnt informal grotty, poetic/ literary 
besmirched © his face wa> filthy, unwashed, un- 
clean, dirty, grimy, smeared, grubby, muddy, 
mucky, black, blackened, stained, poetic /literary 
begrimed © filthy jokes, obscene, indecent, 
dirty, smutty, rude, improper, coarse, bawdy, 
vulgar, lewd, racy, off colour, earthy, ribald, 
risqufc, ‘adult’ . pornographic, explicit; informal 
blue, pom, pomo, X-rated, N Amer informal raw 
Oyou filthy brute! despicable, contemptible, 
nasty, low, base, mean, vile, obnoxious; informal 
dirty (rotten), low-down, no-good ©he was in a 
filthy mood ■ bad. foul, bad-tempered, ill- 
tempered, irritable, grumpy, grouchy, cross, 
fractious, peevish, informal snappish, snappy; Bnt 
informal shirty, stroppy, narky, ratty, N Amer infor- 
mal cranky, ornery 
-opposites clean 

► adverb filthy rich, very, extremely, tremendous- 
ly, immensely, remarkably, excessively, exceed- 
ingly. informal stinking, awfully, terribly, serious- 
ly. mega, ultra, damn 

final ►adjective Qthe final year of study: last. 
closing, concluding, finishing, end. terminat- 
ing, ultimate, eventual. Q their decisions are 
final irrevocable, unalterable, absolute, con- 
clusive, irrefutable, incontrovertible, indisput- 
able, unchallengeable, binding. 

-opposites first, provisional. 

► noun the FA Cup final decider, final game/ 
match. 

-opposites qualifier 

finale ► noun climax, culmination, end, ending, 
finish, close, conclusion, termination, denoue- 
ment, last act, final scene. 

-opposites beginning. 

finality ► noun conclusiveness, decisiveness, 
decision, definiteness, definitiveness, certainty, 
certitude; irrevocability, irrefutability, mcontro- 
vertibility. 

finalize ► vtrb conclude, complete, clinch, set- 
tle, work out, secure, wrap up, wind up, put 
the finishing touches to; reach an agreement 
on, agree on, come to terms on; informal sew up. 

finally ►advtrb ©she finally got her man to the 
altar, eventually, ultimately, in the end. after 
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Visconti, Luchino (Italian) 
van Sant, Gus (Amerkan) 
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b. in Austria) 
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Weir, Peter (Australian) 
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a long time, at (long) last; in the long run, m 
the fbllness of time Qfinally, wrap the ribbon 
round the edge’ lastly, last, in conclusion, to 
conclude, to end 0 this should finally dispel that 
common misconception, conclusively, irrevocably, 
decisively, definitively, for ever, for good, once 
and for all. 

finance ► noun Q he knows about finance • finan 
cial affairs, money matters, fiscal matters, 
economics, money management, commerce, 
business, investment © short-term finance 

funds, assets, money, capital, resources, cash, 
reserves, revenue, income; funding, backing, 
sponsorship. 


► verb the project was financed by grants, fund, pay 
for, back, capitalize, endow, subsidize, invest 
in, underwrite, guarantee, sponsor, support; N 
Amer informal bankroll. 

financial * adjective monetary, money, eco- 
nomic, pecuniary, fiscal, banking, commercial, 
business, investment 

financier ► noun investor, speculator, banker, 
capitalist, industrialist, businessman, business- 
woman, stockbroker, informal money man. 

find ►verb QI found the bock I wanted: locate, 
spot, pinpoint, unearth, obtain; search out, 
nose out, track down, root out; come across/ 
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upon, run across/into, chance on, light on, 
happen on, stumble on, encounter; informal 
bump into, poetic/ literary espy, descry © they have 
found a cure for rabies discover, invent, come 
up with, hit on. © the police found her purse re- 
trieve. recover, get back, regain, repossess © I 
hope you find peace obtain, acquire, get, pro- 
cure. come by, secure, gain, earn, achieve, at- 
tain 01 found the courage to speak summon (up). 
gather, muster (up), screw up, call up Qcafi 
feine is found in coffee and tea be (present), 
occur, exist, be existent, appear Q you'll find 
that it's a lively area * discover, become aware, 
realize, observe, notice, note, perceive, learn 
QI find their decision strange consider, think, 
believe to be, feel to be, look on as, view as, 
see as, judge, deem, regard as Qhe was found 
guilty 1 judge, adjudge, adjudicate, deem, rule, 
declare, pronounce (D her barb found its mark 
arrive at, reach, attain, achieve, hit, strike 
-opposites lose. 

► noun Qan archaeological find’ discovery, acquisi- 
tion, asset ©this table is a real find godsend. 
boon, bargain, informal good buy 
■ find out discover, become aware, learn de- 
tect. discern, perceive, observe, notice, note, 
get/come to know, realize, bring to light, re- 
veal. expose, unearth, disclose, informal figure 
out, cotton on. catch on, tumble, get wise, 
savvy, Brit informal twig, rumble, suss 

finding ►noun Q the finding of the leak discov 
ery, location, locating, detection, detecting, un- 
covering ©the tribunal’s findings conclusion, 
decision, verdict, pronouncement, judgement, 
ruling, rule, decree, order, recommendation. 
Law determination, N Amer resolve 

fine 1 ►adjective ©/ine wines excellent, first- 
class, first-rate, great, exceptional, outstanding, 
quality, superior, splendid, magnificent, exquis- 
ite, choice, select, prime, supreme, superb, 
wonderful, superlative, of high quality, second 
to none, informal Al, top-notch, splendiferous 
© a fine lady, worthy, admirable, praiseworthy, 
laudable, estimable, upright, upstanding, re- 
spectable ©the initiative is fine, but it’s not 
enough on its own all right, acceptable, suit- 
able, good (enough), passable, satisfactory, ad- 
equate, reasonable, tolerable, informal OK ©/ 
feel fine in good health, well, healthy, all right, 
(fighting) fit, as fit as a fiddle/flea, blooming, 
thriving, in good shape/condition, in fine fet- 
tle; informal OK, in the pink. 0 a fine day fair, 
dry, bright, clear, sunny, without a cloud in 
the sky, warm, balmy, summery, ©a fine old 
house : impressive, imposing, striking, splendid, 
grand, majestic, magnificent, stately ©)ine 
clothes: elegant, stylish, expensive, smart, chic, 
fashionable; fancy, sumptuous, lavish, opulent, 
informal flashy, swanky, ritzy, plush, ©a fine 
mind: keen, quick, alert, sharp, bright, brilliant, 
astute, clever, intelligent, perspicacious. Qfine 
china delicate, fragile, dainty. CD fine hair 
thin, light, delicate, wispy, flyaway. ©)a fi™ 
point: sharp, keen, acute, sharpened, razor* 
sharp CD fi™ material: sheer, light, light- 
weight, thin, flimsy; diaphanous, filmy, gos- 
samer, silky, transparent, translucent, see- 
through. QD o fin* gold chain, pure, sterling, 
solid, unmixed, unblended, one hundred per 
cent. C Dfine sand: fine-grained, powdery, pow- 
dered, dusty, ground, crushed; technical commin- 
uted; archaic pulverulent. {0fine detailed work 


intricate, delicate, detailed, elaborate, dainty, 
meticulous CDa fine distinction, subtle, ultra- 
fine, nice, hair-splitting. CD people's finer feelings 
elevated, lofty, exalted; refined, sensitive, cul- 
tivated, cultured, civilized, sophisticated 
C Dfine taste discerning, discriminating, re- 
fined, cultivated, cultured, critical 
-opposites poor, unsatisfactory, ill, inclement, 
thick, coarse 

► adverb (informal) you’re doing fine well, all nght, 
not badly, satisfactorily, adequately, nicely, tol- 
erably, informal OK, good 

-opposites badly 

► verb ©it can be fined nght down to the required 
shape thin, make/become thin, narrow, taper, 
attenuate 0 additives for fining wine clarify, 
clear, purify, refine, filter 

fine 2 ► noun heavy fines (financial) penalty, 
sanction, fee, charge, formal mulct, Bnt histoncal 
amercement 

► verb they were fined for breaking environmental 
laws penalize, impose a fine on, charge; formal 
mulct, Bnt histoncal amerce 

finery ► noun regalia, best clothes. (Sunday) 
best, informal glad rags, best bib and tucker, 
finesse ► noun © masterly finesse skill, skilful- 
ness, expertise, subtlety, flair, panache, elan, 
polish, artistry, virtuosity, mastery ©a modi- 
cum of finesse tact, tactfulness, discretion, dip- 
lomacy. delicacy, sensitivity, perceptiveness, 
savoir faire ©a clever finesse winning move, 
tnck, stratagem, ruse, manoeuvre, artifice, ma- 
chination 

finger ► noun he wagged his finget at her digit, 
thumb, index finger, forefinger, informal pinkie. 
-related terms digital 

► verb Qshe fingered her brooch uneasily touch, 
feel, handle, stroke, rub, caress, fondle, toy 
with, play (about/around) with, fiddle with 
Q(N Amer informal) no one fingered the culprit 
identify, recognize, pick out, spot, inform on. 
point the finger at, mfomnal rat on, squeal on. 
tell on, blow the whistle on, snitch on, peach 
on. Bnt informal grass on 

finicky ►adjective fussy, fastidious, punctili- 
ous, over-particular, difficult, exacting, de- 
manding, informal picky, choosy, pernickety, N 
Amer informal persnickety, archaic nice 

finish ►verb ©Mrs Porter had just finished the 
task ■ complete, end, conclude, stop, cease, ter- 
minate, bring to a conclusion/end/close, wind 
up; crown, cap, round off. put the finishing 
touches to, accomplish, discharge, carry out. 
do, get done, ^fulfil; informal wrap up, sew up, 
polish off © Sarah has finished school leave, 
give up, drop; stop, discontinue, have done 
with, complete, informal pack in, quit ©Hitch 
finished his dinner consume, eat, devour, dnnk. 
finish off, polish off. gulp (down); use (up), ex- 
haust, empty, dram, get through, run through. 
informal down. © the programme has finished • end, 
come to an end, stop, conclude, come to a con- 
clusion/end/close, cease ©some items were /in- 
ished in a black lacquer, varnish, lacquer, veneer, 
coat, stain, wax, shellac, enamel, glaze 
-opposites start, begin, continue. 

► noun © the finish of filming: end, ending, comple- 
tion, conclusion, close, closing, cessation, ter- 
mination; final part/stage, finale, denouement; 
informal sewing up, polishing off. ©a gallop to 
the finish • finishing line/post, tape, ©an anti- 
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quated paint finish veneer, lacquer, lamination, 
glaze, coating, covering, surface, texture 
-opposites start, beginning. 

■ finish someone/ something off Qthe execu- 
tioners finished them off. kill, take/end the life of, 
execute, terminate, exterminate, liquidate, get 
nd of; informal wipe out, do in. bump off, take 
out, dispose of, do away with, N Amer informal 
ice, rub out, waste 0 financial difficulties finished 
off the business overwhelm, overcome, defeat, 
get the better of, worst, bring down, informal 
drive to the wall, best 

finished ► adjective Qthe finished job. com 
pleted, concluded, terminated, over (and done 
with), at an end, accomplished, executed, dis- 
charged, fulfilled, done, informal wrapped up, 
sewn up, polished off, formal effectuated Qa 
finished performance, accomplished, polished, 
flawless, faultless, perfect, expert, proficient, 
masterly, impeccable, virtuoso, skilful, skilled, 
professional 0 he was finished ruined, defeated, 
beaten, wrecked, doomed, bankrupt, broken, 
informal washed up, through 
-opposites incomplete. 

flnltS ► adjective limited, restricted, determin- 
ate. fixed 

firs ► noun Qa fire broke out blaze, conflagra- 
tion, inferno, flames, burning, combustion 
©an electric fire, heater, radiator, convector 
©he lacked fire • dynamism, energy, vigour, ani- 
mation, vitality, vibrancy, exuberance, zest, 
elan, passion, ardour, zeal, spint, verve, viv- 
acity. vivaciousness, enthusiasm, eagerness, 
gusto, fervour, fervency, informal pep, vim, go. 
get-up-and-go, oomph Q rapid machine-gun fire 
gunfire, firing, flak, bombardment. Qthey dir- 
ected t heir fire at the prime minister criticism, 
censure, condemnation, denunciation, oppro- 
brium, admonishments, brickbats; hostility, an- 
tagonism, animosity; informal flak 

-RELATED TERMS p>TO- 

► verb Q howitzers firing shells launch, shoot, dis- . 
charge, let fly with Q someone fired a gun. 
shoot, discharge, let off, set off Q(mformaf) he 
was fired: dismiss, discharge, give someone 
their notice, lay off, let go, get nd of, axe. 
cashier. Informal sack, give someone the sack, 
boot out, give someone the boot/bullet, give 
someone the elbow/push, give someone their 
marching orders; Bnt informal give someone 
their cards. Qthe engine fired * start, get start- 
ed, get going. 0 (archaic) I fired the straw : light, 
ignite, set fire to, set on fire, set alight, set 
ablaze; informal torch, poetic /literary enkindle, in- 
flame Qthe stones fired my imagination stimu 
late, stir up, excite, awaken, arouse, rouse, in- 
flame, animate, inspire, motivate. 

■ catch lira ignite, catch light, burst into 
flames, go up in flames. 

■ on firm Qthe restaurant was on fire: burning, 
alight, ablaze, blazing, aflame, m flames; poetic/ 
literary afire. Qshe was on fire with passion : ar 
dent, passionate, fervent, excited, eager, enthu- 
siastic. 

firearm ► noun GUN, weapon; informal shooter, N 
Amer informal piece, rod, shooting iron. See list at 

GUN. 

firebrand ► noun radical, revolutionary, agita- 
tor, rabble-rouser, incendiary, subversive, 
troublemaker. 


fireproof ► adjective non-flammable, incom- 
bustible, fire resistant, flame resistant, flame 
retardant, heatproof 
-oppositbs inflammable 

firm 1 ► adjective Qthe ground isfairiy firm, hard, 
solid, unyielding, resistant, solidified, hard- 
ened, compacted, compressed, dense, stiff, 
ngid, frozen, set. Qfirm foundations: secure, se- 
cured. stable, steady, strong, fixed, fast, set, 
taut, tight, immovable, irremovable, stationary, 
motionless ©a firm handshake, strong, vigor- 
ous, sturdy, forceful ©I was very firm about 
what / wanted | a firm supporter resolute, deter- 
mined, decided, resolved, steadfast; adamant, 
emphatic, insistent, single-minded, in earnest, 
whole-hearted; unfaltering, unwavering, un- 
flinching, unswerving, unbending; hard-line, 
committed, dyed-in-the-wool. Qfirm friends 
close, good, boon, intimate, inseparable, dear, 
special, fast, constant, devoted, loving, faithful, 
long-standing, steady, steadfast Qfirm plans 
definite, fixed, settled, decided, established, 
confirmed, agreed, unalterable, unchangeable, 
irreversible 

-opposites soft, unstable, limp, indefinite 

firm 2 ► noun an accountancy firm company, busi- 
ness, concern, enterprise, organization, corpor- 
ation, conglomerate, office, bureau, agency, 
consortium; informal outfit, set-up 

firmament ►noun (poetic/ literary) the sky, 
heaven; the skies; poetic /literary the heavens, the 
empyrean, the welkin 

first ► adjective Q the first chapter: earliest, ini- 
tial, opening, introductory Q first principles 
fundamental, basic, rudimentary, primary, key, 
cardinal, central, chief, vital, essential ©our 
first priority foremost, principal, highest, 
greatest, paramount, top, uppermost, prime, 
chief, leading, main, major, overriding, pre- 
dominant, prevailing, central, core, dominant. 
informal number-one Qfirst prize ■ top, best, 
prime, premier, winner’s, winning. 

-opposites last, closing. 

► adverb Q the room they hod first entered: at first, 
to begin with, first of all, at the outset, initial- 
ly Qshe would eat first: before anything else, 
first and foremost, now Qshe wouldn’t go— 
she’d die first I in preference, sooner, rather, 
more willingly. 

► noun Qfrom the first, surrealism was theatrical 
the (very) beginning, the start, the outset, the 
commencement; Informal the word go, the off. 
© ( informal) it was a first for both of us. novelty, 
new/first experience. 

flrst-Class ► adjective superior, first-rate, 
high-quality, top-quality, high-grade, five-star, 
prime, premier, premium, grade A, best, finest, 
select, exclusive, excellent, superb; informal tip- 
top, Al. top-notch. 

-opposites poor. 

first-hand ►adjective direct, immediate, per- 
sonal, hands-on. experiential, empirical. 
-opposites vicarious, indirect 

first name ► noun forename. Christian name, 
given name. 

-opposites surname. 

first-rata ►adjective top-quality, high-quality, 
top-grade, first-class, second to none, fine; su- 
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acara 

butterfish 

aholehole 

butterfly fish 

aibacore 

butterfly ray 

alewife 

cabezon 

alligator fish 

catlop 

allis shad 

candiru 

amberjack 

candiefish 

anchoveta 

capelin 

anchovy 

cardinal fish 

anemone fish 

carp 

angelfish 

carpet shark 

angel shark 

catfish 

anglerfish 

cat shark 

arapaima 

cavefish 

archerfish 

cero 

argentine 

channel cat 

argus fish 

charadn 

asp 

charr 

ballan wrasse 

chimera 

balloonfish 

Chinook salmon 

bandfish 

chromkJe 

barbel 

chub 

barracouta 

chum salmon 

barracuda 

cisco 

barramundl 

climbing perch 

barrelfish 

clingfish 

basking shark 

downfish 

bass 

coalfish 

basslet 

cobia 

batfish 

cockabuHy 

beaconfish 

cod 

beardfish 

coelacanth 

beluga 

coho 

bib 

coley 

bkhlr 

comber 

blgeye 

combfish 

biltfish 

coney 

bitteriing 

conger eel 

black bass 

cometfish 

black durgon 

corvina 

blackfish 

cowfish 

bleak 

cow shark 

blenny 

crapple 

bloodfin 

crestfish 

blowfish 

crucian carp 

bluefin 

cunner 

bluefish 

cusk 

blueglH 

cutlassfish 

btuehead 

dab 

blue shark 

dace 

boarfish 

daggertooth 

bonefish 

damselfish 

bonito 

dank) 

bonnethead 

darter 

bonnetmouth 

dealfish 

bowfin 

devHray 

OQKnsn 

discus 

bramble shark 
bream 

dogfish 

OoSy Varden 

brill 

doipMnfish 

briskng 

dorado 

brown trbut 

dory 

buMofieh 

Dover sole 

bullhead 

dregonet 

bultyout 

dragonfish 

bumblebee fish 

driftfish 

bummeb 

dr umfisft 

burbot 

bunfish 

eajjleray 


eeipout 

headstander 

electric eel 

herring 

electric ray 

high hat 

elephant fish 

hogfish 

elephant-snout 

hold 

fish 

horse mackerel 

escolar 

houndfish 

espada 

houtlng 

fallfish 

huchen 

featherback 

humpback salmon 

ferox 

huss 

fighting fish 

Icefish 

filefish 

ide 

fingerfish 

Inanga 

firefish 

inconnu 

flagfish 

jackfish 

flatfish 

jackknife fish 

flathead 

jack mackerel 

flounder 

jawfish 

fluke 

jeweffish 

flying fish 

jewfish 

flying gurnard 

john Dory 

four-eyed fish 

kaapenaar 

frilled shark 

kabetjou 

frogfish 

killifish 

fugu 

kingdlp 

galjoen 

kingfish 

gambusla 

klipfish 

gaper 

knifefish 

garden eel 

kob 

garfish 

koicarp 

garibaldi 

kokanee 

garpike 

labyrinth fish 

glassfish 

ladyfish 

globefish 

lake trout 

goatfish 

lampem 

goby 

lamprey 

goggle-eye 

lancetfish 

goldfish 

lantemfish 

goosefish 

leaf fish 

gourami 

leatherjacket 

grass carp 

leervls 

grayling 

lemon sole 

great white shark 

ling 

greeneye 

lingcod 

greenllng 

lionhead 

grenadier 

livebearer 

grey mullet 

llzardfish 

grouper 

loach 

grunlon 

louvar 

grunt 

luderick 

gudgeon 

lumpsucker 

guitarfish 

lungfish 

gulpereel 

lyrefish 

gummy shark 

mackerel 

gunnel 

mado 

guppy 

madtom 

gurnard 

maWmahl 

gwynlad 

mahseer 

haddock 

mako 

hagfish 

man-of-war fish 

hake 

manta 

halfbeak 

marart 

halibut 

margate 

hammerhead 

marlin 

shark 

medaka 

harlequin fish 

medusa fish 

hatchetftsh 

megamouth shark 

hawkish 

megrim 


menhaden 

midshipman 

milkfish 

miller’s thumb 

minnow 

mirror carp 

mojanra 

molly 

monkfish 

moon-eye 

moonfish 

Moorish idol 

moray eel 

morwong 

mosquito fish 

mouthbrooder 

mudfish 

mudminoow 

mudskipper 

mullet 

mulloway 

mummichog 

Murray cod 

muskellunge 

musselcracker 

nannygai 

needlefish 

neon tetra 

Nile perch 

numbfish 

nurse hound 

nurse shark 

oarfish 

oltfish 

old wife 

opah 

orfe 

oscar 

ouanankhe 

pacu 

paddlefish 

paradise fish 

parrotfish 

pearieye 

pearlfish 

perch 

permit 

pkkerel 

pigfish 

pike 

pikeperch 

pilchard 

pflotfish 

pipefish 

piranha 

plaice 

platy 

poacher 

poenskop 

pollack 

pollan 

pollock 

pomfret 

pompano 

pope 

porbeagle 

porcupine fish . 

porgy 

pout 
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Fish (cont) 


powan 

sand eel 

skipper 

surmullet 

tunny 

priddeback 

sandfish 

smelt 

swallower 

turbot 

prowfish 

sand shark 

smooth hound 

sweeper 

twaite shad 

puffer fish 

sardine 

snake mackerel 

sweetllps 

unicorn fish 

pumpklnseed 

sargassum fish 

snaggle-tooth 

swordfish 

vendace 

pupfish 

sauger 

snailfish 

swordtail 

viperfish 

queenfish 

saury 

snakehead 

tai 

wahoo 

rabbitfish 

sawfish 

snapper 

tailorfish 

walleye 

ragfish 

scabbardfish 

snipe eel 

taimen 

warbonnet 

rainbow trout 

scad 

snlpefish 

tang 

warehou 

rascasse 

scaldfish 

snook 

taraklhi 

weakfbh 

ratfish 

scat 

soapfish 

tarpon 

weatherfish 

ray 

schelly 

sockeye salmon 

tarwhine 

weever 

razorfish 

scissortall 

soldierfish 

tautog 

wels 

redfin 

scorplonfish 

sole 

tench 

whale shark 

redfish 

sculpki 

spadefish 

tenpounder 

whitebait 

red mullet 

scup 

Spanish mackerel 

tetra 

white bass 

red snapper 

sea bass 

sparling 

thomback 

whitefish 

remora 

sea bream 

spearfish 

threadfin 

whiting 

requiem shark 

sea horse 

splake 

thresher shark 

witch 

ribbonfish 

sea moth 

sprat 

tiger fish 

windowpane 

rfvulus 

sea perch 

spur-dog 

tiger shark 

winter flounder 

roach 

sea robin 

square-tali 

tilapla 

wobbegong 

rock bass 

sea trout 

squawfish 

tlleftsh 

wolf fish 

rockfish 

sergeant fish 

squfrrelfish 

toadfish 

wormflsh 

rodding 

sergeant major 

stargazer 

tomcod 

wrasse 

rock snapper 

sevruga 

steelhead 

tonguefish 

wreckfish 

roman fish 

sewin 

steenbras 

toothcarp 

wry mouth 

ronqull 

shad 

sterlet 

tope 

X-ray fish 

rosefish 

shanny 

stickleback 

topminnow 

yellowfin 

rouget 

shark 

stingaree 

torpedo ray 

yellowtai! 

roughy 

shark-sucker 

stingray 

torsk 

zander 

rudd 

sheepshead 

stockfish 

trevally 

zebra fish 

ruffe 

shiner 

stonefbh 

triggerfish 


sablefish 

shoveihead 

striped bass 

trout 

EXTINCT FISH 

sailftn molly 

shubunkki 

stumpnose 

trumpeter 

acanthodfan 

salHish 

slid 

sturgeon 

trumpetfish 

ostracoderm 

salthe 

slfverside 

sucker 

trunkfish 

placoderm 

salmon 

skate 

sunfish 

tubesnout 


salmon trout 

skittish 

surf perch 

tullibee 


sand dab 

skipjack tuna 

surgeon fTsh 

tuna 



perladve, excellent, superb, outstanding, ex- 
ceptional, exemplary, marvellous, magnificent, 
splendid, informal tip-top, top-notch, ace. Al, 
super, great, terrific, tremendous, fantastic; Brit 
informal top-hole, smashing, informal, dated capital. 

fiscal ► adjective tax, budgetary, financial, eco- 
nomic, monetary, money 
fish ► noun. See list 
-related terms piscine, ichthyo-. 

► verb ©some people were fishing in the lake go 
fishing, angle, trawl. ©she fished for her purse 
search, delve, look, hunt; grope, fumble, ferret 
(about/around), root about/around, rummage 
(about/around/round) ©/'m not fishing for com- 
pliments try to get, seek to obtain, solicit, 
angle, aim, hope, cast about/around/round, be 
after. 

■ fish someons/something out pull out, 
haul out, remove, extricate, extract, retrieve; 
rescue from, save from 

fisherman ► noun angler, rod; archaic fisher 
fishing ► noun angling, trawling, catching fish. 

fishy ► adjective Q a fishy smell: fishlike, piscine. 
Q round fishy eyes : expressionless, inexpres- 
sive, vacant, lacklustre, glassy. ©(Mb rmaf) there 
was something fishy going on: suspicious, ques- 


tionable, dubious, doubtful, suspect, odd, 
queer, peculiar, strange; informal funny, shady, 
crooked, bent, Bnt informal dodgy. Austral /NZ infor- 
mal shonky 

fission ► noun splitting, division, dividing, 
rupture, breaking, severance 
-opposites fusion 

fissure ► noun opening, crevice, crack, cleft, 
breach, crevasse, chasm, break, fracture, fault, 
nft, rupture, split 

fist ► noun clenched hand, informal duke, meat 
hook, Bnt informal bunch of fives 

fit 1 ► adjective Q fit for human habitation \ he is a fit 
subject for such a book: suitable, good enough, 
relevant, pertinent, apt, appropriate, suited, ap- 
posite, fitting, archaic meet, ©is he fit to look 
after a child? competent, able, capable; ready, 
prepared, qualified, trained, equipped. © (infor- 
mal) you look fit to commit murder! ready, pre- 
pared, all set, in a fit state, likely, about; informal 
psyched up ©he looked tanned and fit: healthy. 
well, in good health, in (good) shape, in (good) 
trim, in good condition, fighting fit, as fit as a 
fiddle/flea; athletic, muscular, strong, robust, 
hale and hearty. 
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-oppositbs unsuitable, incapable, unwell 

► verb ©my overcoat should fit you be the right/ 
correct size (for), be big/small enough (for), 
fit like a glove 0 have your carpets fitted profes- 
sional! y lay, put in place/position, position, 
place, fix. 0 cameras fitted wtth a backlight button 
equip, provide, supply, fit out, furnish. © con- 
crete slabs were fitted together join, connect, put 
together, piece together, attach, unite, link 
©a sentence that fits his crimes be appropriate 
to, suit, match, correspond to, tally with, go 
with, accord with, correlate to, be congruous 
with, be congruent with, be consonant with 
©an MSc fits you for a professional career qual 
ify, prepare, make ready, train, groom 

► noun the degree of fit between a school's philosophy 
and practice * correlation, correspondence, 
agreement, consistency, equivalence, march, 
similarity, compatibility, concurrence 

■ fit In conform, be m harmony, blend in, be 
in line, be assimilated into 

■ fit someone/something out/up equip, pro- 
vide, supply, furnish, kit out, rig out 

■ fit someone up (Brit informal) falsely incrim 
inate, informal frame, set up 

fit 2 ► noun Qan epileptic fit. convulsion, spasm, 
paroxysm, seizure, attack. Medicine ictus Qa fit 
of the giggles outbreak, outburst, attack, bout, 
spell ©my mother would have a fit if she knew 
tantrum, fit of temper, outburst of anger/ rage, 
frenzy, informal paddy, stress, N Amer informal 
blowout, formal boutade 

■ In/by fits and starts spasmodically, inter- 
mittently. sporadically, erratically, irregularly, 
fitfully, haphazardly 

fitful ► adjective intermittent, sporadic, spas- 
modic, broken, disturbed, disrupted, patchy, ir- 
regular, uneven, unsettled 
fitness ►noun Qpolo requires tremendous fitness 
good health, strength, robustness, vigour, ath- 
leticism, toughness, physical fitness, muscular- 
ity; good condition, good shape, well-being 
Qhis fitness for active service suitability, capabil- 
ity, competence, ability, aptitude, readiness, 
preparedness, eligibility 

fitted ►adjective Qa fitted sheet shaped, con- 
toured, fitting tightly/well 0 a fitted wardrobe 
built-in. integral, integrated, fixed ©he wasn't 
fitted for the job (well) suited, nght, suitable, 
equipped, fit, informal cut out 
fitting ► noun Qa light fitting’ attachment, con- 
nection, part, piece, component, accessory 0 
bathroom fittings furnishings, furniture, fix- 
tures. fitments, equipment, appointments, ap- 
purtenances ©the fitting of catalytic converters 
installation, installing, putting in, fixing 

► adjective a fitting conclusion apt, appropriate, 
suitable, apposite; fit, proper, nght, seemly, 
correct, archaic meet 

-opposites unsuitable 

five ► cardinal number quintet, fivesome, quintu- 
plets; technical pentad 
-related terms quin-, quinque-, penta- 
fix ► verb 0 signs were fixed to lamp posts fasten, 
attach, affix, secure, join, connect, couple, link, 
install, implant, embed; stick, glue, pin, nail, 
screw, bolt, clamp, clip. 0 his words are fixed in 
my memory: stick, lodge, embed ©his eyes were 
fixed on the ground: focus, direct, level, point, 
train. Q techniques of fixing audience's attention • 
attract, draw; hold, grip, engage, captivate, 


nvet Qhe fixed my washing machine • repair, 
mend, put nght, put to rights, get working, re- 
store (to working order), overhaul, service, 
renovate, recondition 0 James fixed it for his 
parents to watch the show from the wmgs ar 
range, organize, contnve, manage, engineer, 
informal swing, wangle 0 ( informal) Laura was fix > 
ing her hair arrange, put m order, adjust, style, 
groom, comb, brush, informal do © (informal) Chns 
will fix supper prepare, cook, make, get, informal 
rustle up, Bnt informal knock up Qlet’sfix a date 
for the meeting decide on, select, choose, resolve 
on, determine, settle, set, arrange, establish, 
allot, designate, name, appoint, specify 
© chemicals are used to fix the dye make perman 
ent, make fast, set © (informal) the fight was 
fixed rig, anange fraudulently, tamper with, 
influence, informal fiddle © (informal) don't tell 
anybody, or I’ll fix you 1 get one’s revenge on, 
avenge oneself on, get even with, get back at. 
take repnsals against, punish, deal with, informal 
get one's own back on, sort someone out, set- 
tle someone’s hash © (informal) a place where 
they can fix inject drugs, take drugs, informal 
shoot up. mainline ©the cat has been fixed 
castrate, neuter, geld, spay, desex, sterilize, N 
Amer & Austral alter. Bnt informal doctor, archaic 
emasculate 
-opposites remove 

► noun ( informal) © they are in a bit of a fix predica 
ment, plight, difficulty, awkward situation, cor- 
ner, tight spot, mess, mare’s nest, dire straits. 
informal pickle, jam, hole, scrape, bind, sticky 
situation 0he needed his fix dose, informal hit 
©a quick fix for the coal industry solution, an- 
swei. resolution, way out, remedy, cure, informal 
magic bullet ©the result was a complete fix 
fraud, swindle, trick, charade, sham, informal 
set-up, fiddle 

■ fix someone up (informal) provide, supply, 
furnish 

■ fix something up organize, arrange, make 
arrangements foi, fix. sort out 

fixated ►adjective obsessed, preoccupied, ob- 
sessive, focussed, keen, gripped, engrossed, im- 
mersed. wrapped up, enthusiastic, fanatical, in- 
formal hooked, wild, nuts, crazy, Bnt informal 
potty 

fixation ► noun obsession, preoccupation, 
mania, addiction, compulsion, informal thing, 
bug, craze, fad 

fixed ►adjective © there are fixed ropes on the rock 
face fastened, secure, fast, firm, riveted, 
moored, anchored 0 a fixed period of time • pre 
determined, set, established, arranged, speci- 
fied, decided, agreed, determined, confirmed, 
presenbed, definite, defined, explicit, precise 

fixture ► noun © fixtures and fittings fixed appli 
ance, installation, unit Q(Bnt) their first fixture 
of the season, match, race, game, competition, 
contest, sporting event 

fizz ► verb ©the mixture fizzed like mad effer 
vesce, sparkle, bubble, froth, poetic/ literary 
spume Qall the screens were fizzing crackle, 
buzz, hiss, fizzle, crepitate 

► noun ©the fizz in champagne: effervescence, 
sparkle, fizziness, bubbles, bubbliness, gassi- 
ness, carbonation, froth. Q (informal) they all had 
another glass of fizz sparkling wine, champagne, 
informal bubbly, champers, sparkler 0 (informal) 
their set is a little lacking in fizz : ebullience, ex- 
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uberance. liveliness, life, vivacity, animation, 
vigour, energy, verve, dash, spirit, sparkle, zest, 
informal pizzazz, pep, zip, oomph. O the fizz of 
the static crackle, crackling, buzz, buzzing, 
hiss, hissing, white noise; poetc/ literary susurra- 
tion. 

fizzle ►vtrb the loudspeaker fizzled crackle, 
buzz, hiss, fizz, crepitate 

► noun Q electric fizzle See fizz noun sense 4. ©the 
whole thing turned out to be a fizzle failure, 
fiasco, debacle, disaster, Bat damp squib, informal 
flop, washout, let-down, dead loss, N Amer infer- 
mal snafu 

■ fizzle out peter out, die off, ease off, cool 
off; tail off, wither away 

fizzy ► adjtctivt effervescent, sparkling, car- 
bonated, gassy, bubbly, frothy; mousseux, 
Proliant, spumante, fhzzante 
-opposites still, flat 

flab ► noun ( informal) fat, excessive weight, fat- 
ness, plumpness, paunch, pot belly, beer gut. 
flabbergast ► verb ( informal ) See astonish 
flabbiness ► noun FAT, fatness, fleshiness, 
plumpness, chubbiness, portliness, obesity, cor- 
pulence. softness, looseness, flaccidity, droopi- 
ness, sag; informal flab, tubbiness 
flabby ► adjtctivt ©his flabby stomach soft, 
loose, flaccid, slack, untoned, drooping, sag- 
ging ©a flabby woman fat, fleshy, overweight, 
plump, chubby, portly, rotund, broad in the 
beam, of ample proportions, obese, corpulent, 
informal tubby, roly-poly, well covered, well up- 
holstered 

-opposites firm, thin. 

flaccid * adjective Qyour muscles are sagging, 
they’re flaccid soft, loose, flabby, slack, lax, 
drooping, sagging, ©his play seemed flaccid 
lacklustre, lifeless, listless, uninspiring, 
unanimated, tame 
-opposites firm, spinted. 
flag 1 ► noun the Irish flag banner, standard, en- 
sign, pennant, banderole, streamer, jack, gon- 
falon. colours. Bat pendant 
-RELATED TERMS VeXlllaiy 
► verb flag the misspelt words indicate, identify, 
point out, mark, label, tag 
■ flag somaona/somethlng down hail, wave 
down, signal to stop, stop, halt 
flag 2 ► noun stone flags See flagstone 
flag 3 ► verb O they were flagging towards the finish. 
tire, grow tired/weary, weaken, grow weak, 
wilt, droop ©my energy flags in the afternoon 
fade, decline, wane, ebb, diminish, decrease, 
lessen, dwindle, wither, melt away, peter out. 
die away/down. 

-opposites revive 

flagellate ► verb flog, whip, beat, scourge, 
lash, birch, strap, belt, cane, thrash, horse- 
whip, tan/whip someone’s hide, give someone 
a hiding. 

flagon ► noun JUG, vessel, bottle, carafe, flask, 
decanter, tankard, ewer, pitcher, 
flagrant ► adjtctivt blatant, glaring, obvious, 
overt, conspicuous, barefaced, shameless, bra- 
zen. undisguised, unconcealed; outrageous, 
scandalous, shocking, disgraceful, dreadfid, ter- 
rible, gross. 

flagstone ► noun paving slab, paving stone, 
slab, flag. sett. 


flail ► verb Qhe fell headlong, his arms flailing. 
wave, swing, thrash about, flap about. ©I was 
flailing about in the water : flounder, struggle, 
thrash, wnthe. splash ©he flailed their shoulders 
with his cane, thrash, beat, strike, flog, whip, 
lash, scourge, cane; informal wallop, whack, 
flair ► noun © flair for publicity aptitude, tal- 
ent. gift, instinct, (natural) ability, facility, skill, 
bent, feel ©she dressed with flair, style, stylish- 
ness, panache, dash, elan, poise, elegance, 
(good) taste, discernment, discrimination, mfor - 
mal class 

flak ► noun Omy aircraft had been damaged by 
flak anti-aircraft fire, shelling, gunfire, bom- 
bardment, barrage, salvo, volley © {informal) he 
has come in for a lot of flak' criticism, censure, 
disapproval, disapprobation, hostility, com- 
plaints; opprobrium, obloquy, calumny, vilifica- 
tion, abuse, brickbats, Bnt informal stick, verbal. 
formal castigation, excoriation, calumniation. 
flake 1 ► noun flakes of pastry, sliver, wafer, 
shaving, paring, chip, scale, spillikin, fragment, 
scrap, shred; technical lamina 

► verb the paint was flaking • peel (off), chip, blis- 
ter, come off (in layers) 

flake 2 

■ flake out ( informal) she flaked out in her chair 
fall asleep, go to sleep, drop off; collapse, 
faint, pass out, lose consciousness, black out. 
swoon, informal conk out, nod off, N Amer informal 
sack out, zone out 

flaky ►adjective flaking, peeling, scaly, blister- 
ing, scabrous 

flamboyant ►adjective ©her flamboyant per 
sonality ostentatious, exuberant, confident, 
lively, animated, vibrant, vivacious, ©a fl am- 
boyant cravat, colourful, brightly coloured, 
bright, vibrant, vivid, dazzling, eye-catching, 
bold, showy, gaudy, gansh. lurid, loud, informal 
jazzy, flashy; dated gay ©a flamboyant architec- 
tural style elaborate, ornate, fancy, baroque. 

• rococo 

-opposites restrained 

flame ►noun ©a sheet of flames: fire, blaze, 
conflagration, inferno ©the flames of her anger 
passion, warmth, ardour, fervour, fervency, 
fire, intensity © (informal) an old flame sweet 
heart, boyfriend, girlfriend, lover, partner, infor- 
mal steady, dated beau 

► vtrb ©logs crackled and flamed: burn, blaze, be 
ablaze, be alight, be on fire, be m flames, be 
aflame, ©pour the whisky over the lobster and 
flame it: ignite, light, set light to, set fire to, set 
on fire, set alight, touch off; informal set/put a 
match to © Erica’s cheeks flamed: become red, 
go red, blush, flush, redden, grow pink/ 
cnmson/scarlet, colour, glow. 

-opposites extinguish 

■ In flames on fire, burning, alight, flaming, 
blazing, ignited; poetic/ literary afire. 

flameproof ►adjtctivt non-flammable, non- 
inflammable, flame-resistant, fire-resistant, 
flame-retardant, uninflammable. 

-opposites flammable. 

flaming ►adjtctivt ©a flaming bonfire: blazing, 
ablaze, burning, on fire, in flames, aflame; 
poetic/ literary afire. © flaming hair, bright, bril- 
liant, vivid; red. reddish-orange, ginger, ©a 
flaming row. furious, violent, vehement, fren- 
zied, angry, passionate, ©in a flaming temper. 
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furious, enraged, fuming, seething, incensed, 
infuriated, angry, raging; informal livid, poetic / 
literary wrathful. 0 {informal) where's that flaming 
ambulance 7 wretched, informal damned, dam- 
nable, blasted, blessed, confounded, Bnt informal 
flipping, blinking, blooming, bleeding, effing, 
Bnt informal, dated bally, ruddy, dated cursed, ac- 
cursed 

flammable ► adjective inflammable, burnable, 
combustible. 

flank ► noun O the horse's flanks side, haunch, 
quarter, thigh 0 the southern flank of the Eighth 
Army : side, wing, face, aspect 

► verb the garden is flanked by two rivers edge, 
bound, line, border, fringe. 

flannel ► noun o (Brit ) she dabbed her face with a 
flannel facecloth, cloth. N Amer washcloth, 
washrag. Austral washer Q(Bnt informal) don't ac- 
cept any flannel from salespeople smooth talk, 
flattery, blarney, blandishments, honeyed 
words, prevarication, equivocation, evasion, 
doublespeak, informal spiel, soft soap, sweet talk, 
baloney, hot air, Bnt informal waffle, Austral /NZ in- 
formal guyver 

► verb ( Bnt infonnal) she can tell if you're flannelling 
use flattery, talk blarney, prevaricate, equivo- 
cate. be evasive, blather, stall, Bnt hum and 
haw. informal soft-soap, sweet-talk, Bnt informal 
waffle, N Amer informal fast-talk, rare tergiversate 

flap ► verb O the mallards flapped their wings 
beat, flutter, agitate, wave, wag, swing Qthe 
flag flapped in the breeze flutter, fly, blow, 
swing, sway, ripple, stir 0 (informal) a deliberate 
ploy to make us flap panic, go into a panic, be- 
come flustered, be agitated, fuss, informal be in a 
state, be m a tizzy 

► noun Qpockets with buttoned flaps fold, overlap, 
covering, lappet 0 a few flaps of the wing flut 
ter, fluttering, beat, beating, waving 0 (infor- 
mal) I’m in a frightful flap panic, fluster, infonnal 
state, dither, twitter, blue funk, stew, tizzy, N 
Amer informal twit Q (informal) she created a flap 
with her controversial statement, fuss, commotion, 
stir, hubbub, storm, uproar, controversy, brou- 
haha, furore, infonnal to-do. ballyhoo, hoo-ha, 
kerfuffle 

flare ►noun Q the flare of the match blaze, flash, 
dazzle, burst, flicker 0 a flare set off by the crew 
distress signal, rocket, Very light, beacon, 
light, signal. Qa flare of anger: burst, rush, 
eruption, explosion, spasm, access 

► verb O the match flared blaze, flash, flare up. 
flame, bum; glow, flicker ©her nostrils flared 
spread, broaden, widen; dilate. 

■ flare up Qthe wooden houses flared up like 
matchsticks: burn, blaze, go up in flames 0his 
injury has flared up again, recur, reoccur, re- 
appear. break out, start suddenly, erupt. 01 
flared up at him lose one s temper, become en- 
raged. fly into a temper, go berserk; informal 
blow one’s top. fly off the handle, go mad, go 
bananas, hit the roof, go up the wall, go off 
the deep end. lose one’s rag. flip (one’s lid), ex- 
plode, have a fit; Bnt informal go spare, go crack- 
ers, do one’s nut; N Amer Infonnal flip one’s wig. 
blow one’s Ud/stack, have a conniption fit 

flash ► verb Qa torch flashed: light up, shine, 
flare, blaze, gleam, glint, sparkle, bum; blink, 
wink, flicker, shimmer, twinkle, glimmer, glis- 
ten. scintillate; poetic/ literary glister, coruscate. 
O ( Informal) he was flashing his money about: show 


off, flaunt, flourish, display, parade 0 (Informal) 
he flashed at me: expose oneself Q racing cars 
flashed past zoom, streak, tear, shoot, dash, 
dart, fly. whistle, hurtle, rush, bolt, race, speed, 
career, whizz, whoosh, buzz; informal belt, zap; 
Bnt informal bomb, bucket; N Amer informal barrel 

► noun Qa flash of light ■ flare, blaze, burst, 
gleam, glint, sparkle, flicker, shimmer, twin- 
kle, glimmer Qa basic uniform with no flashes 
emblem, insignia, badge, stripe, bar, chevron 
0 a sudden flash of inspiration burst, outburst, 
wave, rush, surge, flush 

► adjective ( informal) a flash sports car See flashy 

■ in/llke a flash instantly, suddenly, abruptly, 
immediately, all of a sudden, quickly, rapidly, 
swiftly, speedily, in an mstant/moment, m a 
(split) second, m a trice, in the blink of an eye, 
informal in a jiffy, before you can say Jack Robin- 
son 

flashy ►adjective (informal) ostentatious, flam- 
boyant, showy, conspicuous, extravagant, ex- 
pensive, vulgar, tasteless, brash, lurid, gansh. 
loud, gaudy, informal snazzy, fancy, swanky, 
flash, jazzy, glitzy 
-opposites understated 

flask ► noun bottle, container; hip flask, vac- 
uum flask, trademark Thermos 

flat 1 ►adjective Q a flat surface level, horizon- 
tal, smooth, even, uniform, regular, plane 
0 the sea was flat calm, still, pacific, glassy, un- 
disturbed, without waves, like a millpond 0 a 
flat wooden box shallow, low-sided Qflat san- 
dals low, low-heeled, without heels ©his voice 
was flat monotonous, toneless, droning, bor- 
ing, dull, tedious, uninteresting, unexciting, 
soporific, bland, dreary, colourless, featureless, 
emotionless, expressionless, lifeless, spiritless, 
lacklustre Qhe felt flat and weary depressed, 
dejected, dispirited, despondent, downhearted, 
disheartened, low, Iow-spinted, down, un- 
happy, blue, without energy, enervated, 
sapped, weary, tired out. worn out. exhausted, 
drained, informal down in the mouth/dumps. 
Qthe market was flat slow, inactive, sluggish, 
slack, quiet, depressed. Q(Bnt) aflat battery ex 
pired. dead, finished, used up. run out ©a flat 
tyre deflated, punctured, burst ©a flat fee 
fixed, set, regular, unchanging, unvarying, in- 
variable CD a flat denial outright, direct, abso- 
lute, definite, positive, straight, plain, explicit; 
firm, resolute, adamant, assertive, emphatic, 
categorical, unconditional, unqualified, un- 
equivocal 

-opposites vertical, uneven. 

► adverb Qshe lay down flat on the floor stretched 
out, outstretched, spreadeagled, sprawling, 
prone, supine, prostrate, recumbent. Q (informal) 
she turned me down flat outright, absolutely, 
firmly, resolutely, adamantly, emphatically, in- 
sistently. categorically, unconditionally, un- 
equivocally 

■ flat out hard, as hard as possible, for all 
one’s worth, to the full/limit, all out. at full 
speed, as fast as possible, at full tilt, informal like 
crazy, like mad, like the wind, like a bomb; Brit 
Informal like billy-o, like the clappers 

flat 2 ► noun a two-bedroom flat: apartment, set of 
rooms, penthouse; rooms; Austral home unit; N 
Amer. informal crib. 

flatten ► vtrto QTom flattened the crumpled 
paper, make/become flat, make/become even, 
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smooth (out/off), level (out/off) ©the cows flat' 
tened the grass compress, press down, crush, 
squash, compact, trample 0 tornadoes can flat - 
ten buddings m seconds demolish, raze (to the 
ground), tear down, knock down, destroy, 
wreck, devastate, obliterate, N Amer informal 
total O (^formal) Flynn flattened him with a single 
punch knock down/over, knock to the ground, 
fell, floor, prostrate, informal deck. Bnt informal 
knock for six ©1 flattened a drunken heckler hu 
miliate, crush, quash, squash, take down a peg 
or two. put someone in their place, informal put 
down, cut down to size. 

flatter ► verb © d amused him to flatter her com 
pliment, praise, express admiration for. say 
nice things about, pay court to, fawn on. ca- 
jole, humour, flannel, blarney, informal sweet- 
talk, soft-soap, butter up, play up to; formal 
laud ©/ was flattered to be asked honour, grat- 
ify, please, delight, informal tickle pink ©a hair- 
style that flattered her • suit, become, look good 
on, go well with, informal do something for 
-opposites insult, offend 

flatterer ► noun sycophant, groveller, fawner, 
lackey, informal crawler, toady, bootlicker, yes 
man. lickspittle, formal encomiast 

flattering ► adjective Q flattering remarks com 
plimentary, praising, favourable, commending, 
adminng, applauding, appreciative, good, hon- 
eyed, sugary, cajoling, flannelling, silver- 
tongued, honey-tongued, fawning, oily, obse- 
quious, ingratiating, servile, sycophantic, infor- 
mal sweet-talking, soft-soaping, crawling, boot- 
licking; formal encomiastic © it was very flatter- 
ing to be nominated pleasing, gratifying, hon- 
ouring, gladdening, ©her most flattering dress 
becoming, enhancing 

flattery ► noun praise, adulation, compli- 
ments, blandishments, honeyed words; fawn- 
ing, blarney, cajolery, informal sweet talk, soft 
soap, buttering up. toadying, Bnt informal flan- 
nel; formal laudation 

flatulence ► noun o medications that help with 
flatulence (intestinal) gas, wind, informal farting, 
formal flatus © the flatulence of his latest record- 
ings • pomposity, pompousness, pretension, pre- 
tentiousness, grandiloquence, bombast, turgid- 

ity 

flaunt ► verb show off, display ostentatiously, 
make a (great) show of. put on show/display, 
parade; brag about, crow about, vaunt; informal 
flash. 

flavour ► noun Qthe flavour of prosciutto- taste, 
savour, tang © salami can give extra flavour fla 
vouring, seasoning, tastiness, tang, relish, bite, 
piquancy, pungency, spice, spiciness, zest, infor- 
mal zing, zip ©a strong international flavour 
character, quality, feel, feeling, ambience, at- 
mosphere. aura, air, mood, tone; spirit, es- 
sence, nature. © this excerpt will give a flavour of 
the report * impression, suggestion, hint, taste 
-related terms gustative, gustatory. 

► verb spices for flavouring food: add flavour to, 
add flavouring to, season, spice (up), add pi- 
quancy to. ginger up. enrich; informal pep up 
■ flavour of tha month ( informal) all the rage, 
the latest thing, the fashion, in vogue; informal 
hot. in; Bnt informal, dated all the go 

flavouring ► noun ©this cheese is often combined 
with other flavourings: seasoning, spice, herb, 


additive; condiment, dressing Q vanilla flavour- 
ing. essence, extract, concentrate, distillate 

flaw ►noun defect, blemish, fault, imperfec- 
tion, deficiency, weakness, weak spot/point. in- 
adequacy, shortcoming, limitation, failing, foi- 
ble, Computing bug; informal glitch 
-opposites strength 

flawed ►adjective ©a flawed mirror faulty, de- 
fective, unsound, imperfect, broken, cracked, 
tom, scratched, deformed, distorted, warped, 
buckled, Bnt informal duff ©the findings were 
flawed unsound, defective, faulty, distorted, in- 
accurate, incorrect, erroneous, imprecise, falla- 
cious. misleading 
-opposites flawless, sound 

flawless ► adjective perfect, unblemished, un- 
marked, unimpaired, whole, intact, sound, un- 
broken, undamaged, mint, pristine, impec- 
cable, immaculate, consummate, accurate, cor- 
rect. faultless, error-free, unerring, exemplary, 
model, ideal, copybook 
-opposites flawed 

flay ►verb ©the saint was flayed alive skin, strip 
the skin off. Medicine excoriate ©he flayed his 
critics See criticize 

fleck ► noun flecks of pale blue spot, mark, dot, 
speck, speckle, freckle, patch, smudge, streak, 
blotch, dab, informal splosh, splodge, rare macula 

► verb the deer’s flanks were flecked with whtte spot, 
mark, dot, speckle, bespeckle, freckle, stipple, 
stud, bestud, blotch, mottle, streak, splash, 
spatter, bespatter, scatter, sprinkle, Scottish & 
Insh slabber, informal splosh, splodge 

fledgling ► noun a woodpecker fledgling chick, 
baby bird, nestling 

► adjective fledgling industries emerging, emergent, 
sunrise, dawning, embryonic, infant, nascent, 
developing, in the making, budding, up-and- 
coming. rising 

-opposites declining, mature 
flee ►verb ©she fled to her room run (away/ 
off), run for it. make a run for it, take flight, 
be gone, make off, take off. take to one’s heels, 
make a break for it. bolt, beat a (hasty) retreat, 
make a quick exit, make one’s getaway, es- 
cape, informal beat it, clear off/out, vamoose, 
skedaddle, split, leg it, turn tail, scram, Bnt in- 
formal scarper, N Amer informal light out. bug out, 
cut out. peel out. Austral informal shoot through, 
archaic fly Qthey fled the country run away 
from, leave hastily, escape from, informal skip, 
archaic fly 

fleece ► noun a sheep’s fleece wool, coat 

► verb ( informal) we were fleeced by a ticket tout See 
swindle verb 

fleecy ►adjective fluffy, woolly, downy, soft, 
fuzzy, furry, velvety, shaggy, technical floccose. 
pilose 

-opposites coarse. 

fleet 1 ► noun the fleet set sail, navy, naval force, 
(naval) task force, armada, flotilla, squadron, 
convoy 

fleet 2 ► adjective (poetic I literary) os fleet os a grey- 
hound: nimble, agile, lithe, lissom, acrobatic, 
supple, light-footed, light on one’s feet, spiy, 
sprightly; quick, fast, swift, rapid, speedy, 
brisk, smart; informal nippy, zippy, twinkletoed. 

fleeting ►adjective brief, short, short-lived, 
quick, momentary, cursory, transient, ephem- 
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eral, fugitive, passing, transitoiy; poetic /literary 

evanescent 

-opposites lasting. 

flesh ► noun ©you need more flesh on your bones 
muscle, meat, tissue, brawn, informal beef ©she 
carries too much flesh • fat, weight, Anatomy adi- 
pose tissue, informal blubber, flab. 0 a fruit with 
juicy flesh, pulp, soft part, marrow, meat ©the 
pleasures of the flesh, the body, human nature, 
physicality, carnality, animality, sensuality, 
sexuality 

-RELATED TERMS cam- 

■ one’s (own) flesh and blood family, rela- 
tive^), relation(s), blood relation(s), kin, kins- 
folk, kinsman, kinsmen, kinswoman, kins- 
women, kindred, nearest and dearest, people, 
informal folks 

■ flesh out put on weight, gain weight, get 
heavier, grow fat/fatter, fatten up, get fat, fill 
out 

■ flesh something out expand (on), elaboiate 
on, add to. build on, add flesh to, put flesh on 
(the bones of), add detail to. expatiate on, sup- 
plement, lemforce, augment, fill out. enlarge 
on 

■ In the flesh in person, before one's (very) 
eyes, m front of one. m real life, live, physical- 
ly, bodily, m bodily/human form, incarnate 

fleshly ► adjective carnal, physical, animal, 
bestial, sexual, sensual, erotic, lustful 
-opposites spiritual, noble 

fleshy ► adjective plump, chubby, portly, fat, 
obese, overweight, stout, corpulent, paunchy, 
well padded, well covered, well upholstered, 
rotund, informal tubby, pudgy, beefy, porky, 
roly-poly, blubbeiy, Bnt informal podgy, fubsy, N 
Amer informal corn-fed, Austral /NZ nuggety, rare ab- 
dominous 
-opposites thin 

flex 1 ►verb ©you must flex your elbow bend, 
ciook, hook, cock, angle, double up Q Rachel 
flexed her cramped muscles tighten, tauten, tense 
(up), tension, contract 
-opposites straighten, relax 

flex 2 ► noun (Bnt) an electric flex cable, wire, 
lead; N Amer cord 

flexibility ► noun © the flexibility of wood pli 
ability, suppleness, pliancy, plasticity, elasti- 
city, stretchiness, springiness, spring, resili- 
ence, bounce, informal give Qthe flexibility of an 
endowment loan adaptability, adjustability, vari- 
ability. versatility, open-endedness, freedom, 
latitude 0 the flexibility shown by the local author 
ity- willingness to compromise, accommoda- 
tion, amenability, cooperation, tolerance. 
-opposites ngidity, inflexibility, intransigence 

flexible ►adjective Q flexible tubing pliable, 
supple, bendable, pliant, plastic; elastic, 
stretchy, whippy, springy, resilient, bouncy; in- 
formal bendy; archaic flexile. Qa flexible arrange - 
merit. adaptable, adjustable, variable, versatile, 
open-ended, open, free Q the need to be flexible 
towards tenants : accommodating, amenable, 
willing to compromise, cooperative, tolerant, 
easy-going. 

-opposites ngid, inflexible, intransigent 

flick ► noun a flick of the wrist: jerk, snap, flip, 
whisk. 

► varb ©he flicked the switch: click, snap, flip. 


flesh | flip 

jerk. Qthe horse flicked its tail * swish, twitch, 
wave, wag, waggle, shake. 

■ flick through thumb (through), leaf 
through, flip through, skim through, scan, look 
through, browse through, dip into, glance at/ 
through, peruse, run one’s eye over. 

flicker ► verb ©the lights flickered, glimmer, 
glint, flare, dance, gutter, twinkle, sparkle, 
blink, wink, flash, scintillate, poetic (literary glis- 
ter, coruscate ©his eyelids flickered, flutter, 
quiver, tremble, shiver, shudder, spasm, jerk, 
twitch 

flight ► noun © the history of flight aviation, fly- 
ing, air transport, aerial navigation, aeronaut- 
ics © a flight to Rome 1 plane trip/journey, air 
tnp/joumey, tnp/joumey by air 0 the flight of 
o cricket ball trajectory, path through the air, 
track, orbit. Qa flight of birds flock, skein, 
covey, swarm, cloud Qhis headlong flight from 
home escape, getaway, hasty departure, exit, 
exodus, decamping, breakout, bolt, disappear- 
ance, Bnt informal flit ©a flight of stairs’ stair 
case, set of steps/stairs 

■ put someone to flight chase away/off, 
dnve back/away/off/out, scatter (to the four 
winds), disperse, repel, repulse, rout, stam- 
pede. scare off, Bnt see off, informal send pack- 
ing 

■ take flight flee, run faway/off), run for it, 
make a run for it, be gone, make off, take off, 
take to one’s heels, make a break for it, bolt, 
beat a (hasty) retreat, make a quick exit, make 
one’s getaway, escape, infonnal beat it. clear off/ 
out, vamoose, skedaddle, split, leg it, turn tail, 
scram, Bnt infonnal scarper, N Amer informal light 
out, bug out, cut out, peel out. Austral informal 
shoot through, archaic fly 

flighty ► adjective fickle, inconstant, mercurial, 
whimsical, capricious, skittish, volatile, impul- 
sive, irresponsible, giddy, reckless, wild, care- 
less, thoughtless 
-opposites steady, responsible 

flimsy ►adjective Q a flimsy building- insubstan 
tial. fragile, breakable, frail, shaky, unstable, 
wobbly, tottery, nckety. ramshackle, make- 
shift. jerry-built, badly built, shoddy, gimcrack 
Qa flimsy garment thin, light, fine, filmy, 
floaty, diaphanous, sheer, delicate, insubstan- 
tial. wispy, gossamer, gauzy 0 flimsy evidence 
weak, feeble, poor, inadequate, insufficient, 
thin, unsubstantial, unconvincing, implausible, 
unsatisfactory 

-opposites sturdy, thick, sound 

flinch ►verb Qhe flinched at the noise wince, 
start, shudder, quiver, jerk, shy. Qhe never 
flinched from his duty shrink from, recoil from, 
shy away from, swerve from, demur from; 
dodge, evade, avoid, duck, baulk at, jib at. 
quail at, fight shy of. 

fling ► verb he flung the axe into the nver throw, 
toss, sling, hurl, cast, pitch, lob; informal chuck, 
heave, bung, buzz, dated shy 

► noun © a birthday fling good time, spree, bit of 
fun, fun and games, revels, larks; informal binge, 
night on the town ©she had a brief fling with 
him: affair, love affair, relationship, romance, 
affaire (de coeur), amour, flirtation, dalliance, 
liaison, entanglement, involvement, attach- 
ment 

flip ► verb © the wave flipped the dinghy over | the 
plane flipped on to its back: overturn, turn over, 
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tip over, roll (over), upturn, capsize, upend, in- 
vert, knock over, keel over, topple over, turn 
turtle, archaic overset 0 he flipped the key through 
the air throw, flick, toss, fling, sling, pitch, 
cast, spin, lob, informal chuck, bung, dated shy 
©/ flipped the transmitter switch fuck, click, 
snap 

■ flip through thumb (through), leaf through, 
flick through, skim through, scan, look 
through, browse through, dip into, glance at/ 
through, peruse, run one’s eye over 
flippancy ► noun frivolity, levity, facetious- 
ness; disrespect, irreverence, impudence, 
cheek, impertinence; Bnt informal sauce, N Amer 
informal sassmess, dated waggery 
-opposites seriousness, respect 
flippant ► adjective frivolous, facetious, 
tongue-in-cheek, disrespectful, irreverent, im- 
pudent, cheeky, impertinent, informal flip, saucy, 
waggish. N Amer informal sassy 
-opposites senous, respectful 
flirt ► verb Q it amused him to flirt with her trifle 
with, toy with, tease, lead on. 0 those conserva- 
tives who flirted with fascism dabble in, toy with, 
tnfle with, amuse oneself with, play with, tin- 
ker with, dip into, scratch the surface of 0 he 
is flirting with danger dice with, court, risk, not 
fear. 

► noun Anna was quite a flirt * tease, tnfler, philan- 
derer, coquette, heartbreaker, archaic fizgig 
flirtation ► noun coquetry, teasing, tnfling 
flirtatious ►adjective coquettish, flirty, kit- 
tenish, teasing 

flit ► verb dart, dance, skip, play, dash, tnp, 
flutter, bob, bounce 

float ►verb Qoil floats on water, stay afloat, 
stay on the surface, be buoyant, be buoyed up 
0the balloon floated in the air hover, levitate, 
be suspended, hang, defy gravity 0 a cloud 
floated across the moon drift, glide, sail, slip, 
slide, waft O they have just floated that idea sug- 
gest, put forward, come up with, submit, 
moot, propose, advance, test the popularity of, 
informal run something up the flagpole (to see 
who salutes) Qthe company was floated on the 
Stock Exchange' launch, get gomg, get off the 
ground, offer, sell, introduce 
-opposites sink, rush, withdraw 
floating ► adjective o floating seaweed, buoyant, 
on the surface, afloat, drifting Qfloating gas 
balloons hovering, levitating, suspended, hang- 
ing, defying gravity 0 floating voters uncommit 
ted, undecided, in two minds, tom, split, un- 
certain, unsure, wavenng, vacillating, indeci- 
sive, blowing hot and cold, undeclared; informal 
sitting on the fence. 0 a floating population un- 
settled, transient, temporary, variable, fluctu- 
ating, migrant, wandering, nomadic, on the 
move, migratory, travelling, drifting, roving, 
roaming, itinerant, vagabond. 0 a floating ex- 
change rate variable, changeable, changing, 
fluid, fluctuating 

-opposites sunken, grounded, committed, set- 
tled, fixed. 

flock ► noun O a flock of sheep * herd, drove. 0 a 
flock of birds: flight, congregation, covey, 
clutch. 0Jlocks of people: crowd, throng, horde, 
mob, rabble, mass, multitude, host. army, 
pack, swarm, sea; informal gaggle 
► verb Q people flocked around Jesus' gather, col- 


lect, congregate, assemble, converge, mass, 
crowd, throng, cluster, swarm; formal fore- 
gather 0 tourists flock to the place: stream, go in 
large numbers, swarm, crowd, troop 

flOfl ► verb O the thief was flogged whip, scourge, 
flagellate, lash, birch, switch, cane, thrash, 
beat, tan/whip someone’s hide Q(Bnt informal) 
he is flogging hi s old car sell, put on sale, put up 
for sale, offer for sale, trade in, deal in, peddle, 
informal push 

flood ►noun Oa flood warning inundation, 
swamping, deluge, torrent, overflow, flash 
flood, freshet, Bnt spate 0a flood of tears, out 
pouring, torrent, rush, stream, gush, surge, 
cascade 0 a flood of complaints succession, ser- 
ies, stnng, chain, barrage, volley, battery, ava- 
lanche. torrent, stream, tide, spate, storm, 
shower, cascade 
-opposites tnckle 

► verb Qthe whole town was flooded inundate, 
swamp, deluge, immerse, submerge, drown, 
engulf 0 the river could flood overflow, burst 
its banks, brim over, run over 0 imports are 
flooding the domestic market, glut, swamp, satur- 
ate, oversupply O refugees flooded in pour, 
stream, flow, surge, swarm, pile, crowd 
-opposites tnckle 

floor ► noun Q he sat on the floor ground, floor- 
ing 0 the second floor storey, level, deck, tier 

► verb Qhe floored his attacker knock down, 
knock over, bnng down, fell, prostrate, informal 
lay out 0 ( informal) the question floored him baf 
fle, defeat, confound, perplex, puzzle, non- 
plus. mystify; informal beat, flummox, stump, 
fox, make someone scratch their head, N Amer 
informal buffalo, archaic pose 

flop ►verb Q he flopped into a chair collapse, 
slump, crumple, subside, sink, drop. 0hts hair 
flopped over his eyes hang (down), dangle, droop, 
sag, loll 0(/nfom?a/) the play flopped be unsuc 
cessful, fail, not work, fall flat, founder, mis 
fire, backfire, be a disappointment, do badly, 
lose money, be a disaster, informal bomb, go to 
the wall, come a cropper, bite the dust, blow 
up in someone’s face, N Amer informal tank 
-opposites succeed 

► noun ( informal) the play was a flop failure, disas- 
ter, debacle, catastrophe, loser; Bnt damp 
squib; informal flopperoo, washout, also-ran. dog. 
lemon, non-starter; N Amer informal clinker 
-opposites success. 

floppy ► adjective limp, flaccid, slack, flabby, re- 
laxed; drooping, droopy; loose, flowing 
-opposites erect, stiff. 

florid ►adjective Qa florid complexion, ruddy, 
red, red-faced, rosy, rosy-cheeked, pink, 
flushed, blushing, high-coloured; archaic san- 
guine. Qflorld plosterwork. ornate, fancy, elab- 
orate, embellished, curlicued, extravagant, 
flamboyant, baroque, rococo, fussy, busy 
O florid English: flowery, flamboyant, high- 
flown. high-sounding, grandiloquent, ornate, 
fancy, bombastic, elaborate, turgid, pleonastic; 
informal highfalutin; ran fustian. 

-opposites pale, plain. 

flotsam ► noun wreckage, lost cargo, floating 
remains; rubbish, debris, detritus, waste, dross, 
refuse, scrap; N Amer trash, garbage; Informal 
dreck, junk; Brit, informal grot. 
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Flowering Plants and Shrubs 


Aaron's rod 

abelia 

abutilon 

acacia 

acanthus 

achimenes 

aconite 

African daisy 

African violet 

agapanthus 

agave 

agrimony 

akebia 

albizzia 

alkanet 

allamanda 

aloe 

alstroemerla 

alyssum 

amaranth 

amaryllis 

anchusa 

anemone 

angelica 

angel's trumpet 

anthurlum 

aqullegia 

ara bis 

arbutus 

arnica 

arrowgrass 

arum Illy 

asphodel 

aspidistra 

aster 

a$tHbe 

astrantla 

aubretia 

autumn crocus 

avens 

azalea 

baby's breath 
bachelor’s buttons 
balsam 
baneberry 
banksla 
barberry 
barrenwort 
bauera 
bearberry 
bear's breech 
bedstraw 
begonia 
belladonna 
bellflower 
bergamot 
bergenia 
betony 
blgnonia 
bilberry 
bindt-eye 
bindweed 
bird of paradise 
flower 
bird’s-eye 



blrd’s-nest 
blrthwort 
bistort 
bittersweet 
black-eyed Susan 
blackthorn 
blazing star 
bleeding heart 
Woodroot 
bluebell 
blue-eyed grass 
blue-eyed Mary 
bluet 

bog asphodel 

bog rosemary 

boneset 

borage 

boronla 

bottlebrush 

bougainvillea 

bramble 

brooklime 

brookweed 

broom 

broomnpe 

bryony 

buckeye 

buddleia 

bug bane 

bugle 

bugloss 

bulrush 

bunchberry 

bunchflower 

burdock 

bur-marigold 

bumet 

busy Uzzle 

butterbur 

buttercup 

butterfly bush 

butterwort 

buttonbush 

cabbage rose 

cactus 

calamlnt 

calamondln 

calceolaria 

calendula 

California poppy 

camas 

cameHia 

camomile 

campanula 

campion 

canary creeper 

candytuft 

canna lily 

Canterbury belt 

Cape primrose 

cardinal Dower 

carnation 

carrion Dower 

catchfly 

catmint 

cattfeya 

tmmim 

celandine 

centaury 


chaffweed 

champak 

charlock 

checkerberry 

Cherokee rase 

chervil 

chkkweed 

chicory 

chinaberry 

chincherinchee 

Chinese lantern 

chionodoxa 

chives 

choisya 

chokeberry 

choila 

Christmas cactus 

Christmas rose 

chrysanthemum 

cicely 

cinchona 

cineraria 

cinquefoil 

dstus 

darkla 

clematis 

dianthus 

divia 

cloudberry 

clove pink 

clover 

cockscomb 

coltsfoot 

columbine 

comfrey 

coneDower 

convolvulus 

coralbeny 

coral tree 

coreopsis 

corncockle 

cornflower 

corydalis 

cotoneaster 

cotton weed 

cow parsley 

cowslip 

cranesbitl 

creeping jenny 

crocus 

crosswort 

crowfoot 

crown imperial 

crown of thorns 

cuckooflower 

cuckoo pint 

cupkl's dart 

cyclamen 

cymbldium 

cyphel 

daffodil 

dahlia 

daisy 

damask rose 
dandelion 
daphne 
datura 
day lily 

deadly nightshade 


delphinium 
desert rose 
deutzia 

devil's bit scabious 

dianthus 

dill 

dittany 
dock 
dogbane 
dog rose 
dog’s mercury 
dog violet 
dropwort 
duckweed 
Dutchman's 
breeches 
echinacea 
edelweiss 
eglantine 
eider 

eplphyflum 

escallonla 

eschscholzia 

eucryphia 

evening primrose 

eyebright 

fetwort 

feverfew 

figwort 

firethom 

flax 

fleabane 

fllxweed 

fluellen 

forget-me-not 

forsythla 

foxglove 

frangipani 

fraxinetta 

freesla 

fritlllary 

fuchsia 

fumitory 

furze 

gaillardia 

gardenia 

gazania 

geebung 

genista 

gentian 

geranium 

gerbera 

glUylower 

giaddon 

gladiolus 

globeflower 

globe thistle 

glory-of-the-snow 

gloxinia 

goat's beard 

godetia 

golden rod 

gokfllocks 

gorse 

grape hyacinth 
grass of Parnassus 
gromweft 
groundsel 
guelder rase 


gypsophila 

gypsywort 

harebell 

hare's-foot 

hawkblt 

hawksbeard 

hawkweed 

hawthorn 

heartsease 

heather 

hebe 

helenlum 

heNanthemum 

hetianthus 

helkonia 

heliotrope 

hellebore 

helleborlne 

hemlock 

hemp agrimony 

hepatica 

herb Christopher 
herb Paris 
herb Robert 
heuchera 
hibiscus 
hobblebush 
hogweed 
holly 

hollyhock 

honesty 

honeysuckle 

honeywort 

hop 

hosta 

Hottentot Dg 

hound's tongue 

houseleek 

hoya 

hyacinth 

hydrangea 

ke plant 

Indian pipe 

iris 

ixla 

Jacaranda 

jack-by-the-hedge 

Jacob's ladder 

japonka 

jasmine 

jonquil 

juneberry 

Kaffir lily 

kalanchoe 

kalmla 

kangaroo paw 
karo 

kayakeet 

kerria 

kidney vetch 
kingcup 
knapweed 
knotgrass 
kudzu 
laburnum 
lady’s bedstraw 
lady's Anger 
lady's mantle 
lady's slipper 
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Flowering Plants and Shrubs (coot.) 


lady's smock 

lady's tresses 

larkspur 

laurustinus 

lavatera 

lavender 

lemon balm 

leopard Illy 

lilac 

lily 

Illy of the valley 
lobelia 

London pride 

loosestrife 

loranthus 

lords and ladies 

lotus 

lovage 

love^n-a-mlst 

love-in-idleness 

love-lies-bleeding 

lungwort 

lupin 

madonna Illy 

magnolia 

mahonia 

mallow 

maiope 

mandrake 

marguerite 

marigold 

mariposa tulip 

marsh marigold 

marshwort 

marvel of Peru 

may 

mayapple 

mayflower 

mayweed 

meadow rue 

meadow saffron 

meadowsweet 

Michaelmas daisy 

mignonette 

mflfoU 

mttkwort 

mimosa 

mint 

mistletoe 

mock orange 

moly 

monkey flower 
monkshood 
montbretki 
moonflower 
morning glory 


moschatel 

motherwort 

mullein 

musk rose 

myrtle 

narcissus 

nasturtium 

nemesla 

nettle 

nlcotiana 

nigella 

night-scented 

stock 

nightshade 

nopal 

num-num 

ocotillo 

old man's beard 

oleander 

orchid 

organ pipe cactus 
orpine 
ox-eye 
ox-eye daisy 
oxlip 

ox-tongue 
oyster plant 
pakrverde 
pansy 

Parma violet 
parsley 

pasque flower 

passion flower 

paulownia 

pelargonium 

pennyroyal 

penstemon 

peony 

peppermint 

periwinkle 

petunia 

peyote 

phacella 

pheasant's eye 

phlox 

pimpernel 

pincushion 

pieris 

plnesap 

pink 

pitcher plant 

plantain 

plumbago 

poinsettia 

pokeweed 

polyanthus 


poppy 

potentllla 

prickly pear 

prickly poppy 

primrose 

primula 

privet 

protea 

pulsatHIa 

purslane 

pyracarrtha 

pyrethrum 

Queen Anne's lace 

rabbitbrush 

rafflesia 

ragged robin 

ragweed 

ragwort 

rampkm 

ramsons 

rape 

red-hot poker 
red rattle 
restharrow 
rhododendron 
rhodora 
rock rose 
rose 
rosebay 
willowhert) 
rose of Sharon 
rudbeckia 
rugosa 
safflower 
saffron crocus 
saguaro 
sainfoin 
St John’s wort 
St Patrick’s 
cabbage 
salal 

salpiglossis 

salvia 

samphire 

sandwort 

sarcococca 

sasanqua 

saw-wort 

saxifrage 

scabious 

scarlet pimpernel 

schlzanthus 

sdlla 

sea holly 

sedum 

shamrock 


sheep's-bit 

shepherd's needle 

shooting star 

shrimp plant 

silverfeerry 

sllversword 

sklmmla 

skullcap 

skyflower 

slipperwort 

snakeroot 

snapdragon 

sneezeweed 

snowdrop 

snowflake 

snow-in-summer 

soapwort 

soidanella 

Solomon's seal 

sonrel 

sowbread 

sowthistle 

Spanish bayonet 

sparaxis 

spatterdock 

speedwell 

spider flower 

spider plant 

spiderwort 

splgnel 

spikenard 

spiraea 

spurge 

spurrey 

squill 

stapelia 

star of Bethlehem 

starwort 

stephanotis 

stitchwort 

stock 

stonecrop 

storax 

storksblll 

strawflower 

streptocarpus 

sundrops 

sunflower 

sweetbriar 

sweet cicely 

sweet pea 

sweet rocket 

sweet sultan 

sweet wiiHam 

tansy 

tea rose 


teasel 

thistle 

thorn apple 

thrift 

tiger Illy 

toadflax 

tormentil 

touch-me-not 

tradescantla 

traveller's joy 

trefoil 

trillium 

tuberose 

tulip 

turnsole 

turtle-grass 

turtlehead 

twayblade 

valerian 

velvetleaf 

Venus flytrap 

verbena 

veronica 

vervain 

vetch 

viburnum 

violet 

viper's bugloss 
wallflower 
waratah 
water Illy 
water violet 
weigela 
willowherb 
wlntergreen 
winter jasmine 
wintersweet 
wisteria 
witch hazel 
wolfsbane 
wood anemone 
wood avens 
woodruff 
wood sage 
wood sorrel 
woody nightshade 
wormwood 
yarrow 

yellow archangel 

yellow rattle 

yellow-wort 

yerbabuena 

yucca 

yulan 

zinnia 


flounce 1 ►verb she flounced off to her room. 
storm, stride angnly, sweep, stomp, stamp, 
march, strut, stalk. 

flounce 2 ► noun a lace flounce * frill, ruffle, ruff, 
peplum, jabot, furbelow, ruche. 

flounder ►verb Q people were floundering in the 
water, struggle, thrash, flail, twist and turn, 
splash, stagger, stumble, reel, lurch, blunder, 
squirm, writhe Qshe floundered, not knowing 
quite what to say struggle mentally, be out of 
one’s depth, have difficulty, be confounded, be 
confused; Informal scratch one’s head, be flum- 


moxed, be clueless, be foxed, be fazed, be 
floored, be beaten. Qmore firms are floundering- 
struggle financially, be in dire straits, face 
financial ruin, be in difficulties, face 
bankruptcy/insolvency. 

-oppositbs prosper. 

flourish ►verb Qfems flourish in the shade : 
grow, thrive, prosper, do well, burgeon, in- 
crease, multiply, proliferate; spring up, shoot 
up. bloom, blossom, bear fruit, burst forth, run 
riot. Qthe arts flourished : thrive, prosper, 
bloom, be in good health, be vigorous, be in its 
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heyday, progress, make progress, advance, 
make headway, develop, improve, evolve, 
make stndes, move forward (in leaps and 
bounds), expand, informal be in the pink, go pla- 
ces. go great guns, get somewhere 0 he flour 
i shed the sword at them brandish, wave, shake, 
wield; swing, twirl, swish, display, exhibit, 
flaunt, show off 
-opposites die, wither, decline 

flout ► verb defy, refuse to obey, disobey, 
break, violate, fail to comply with, fail to ob- 
serve, contravene, infringe, breach, commit a 
breach of, transgress against, ignore, disregard, 
informal cock a snook at 
-opposites observe 

flow ►verb Qthe water flowed down the channel 
run, course, glide, drift, circulate, tnckle, seep, 
ooze, dnbble, drip, dnzzle, spill, stream, swirl, 
surge, sweep, gush, cascade, pour, roll, rush 
0 many questions flow from today's announcement 
result, proceed, arise, follow, ensue, derive, 
stem, accrue, originate, emanate, spring, 
emerge; be caused by, be brought about by, be 
produced by. be consequent on 

► noun a good flow of water movement, motion, 
current, flux, circulation, tnckle, ooze, percola- 
tion, dnp, stream, swirl, surge, gush, rush, 
spate, tide. 

flower ►noun Qblue flowers bloom, blossom, 
floweret, floret See lists 0 the flower of the na- 
tion’s youth best, finest, pick, choice, cream, 
the crdme de la cr£me, elite 
-RELATED TERMS floral, flOT- 
— opposites dregs 


Types and Parts of Flowers 


0 U 

androecium 

Involucre 

pollinlum 

anther 

lemma 

raceme 

calyx 

lip 

rachis 

capitulum 

monochasium 

receptacle 

carpel 

nectary 

sepal 

carpophore 

nuceUus 

spadix 

catkin 

ovary 

spathe 

corolla 

ovule 

spike 

corymb 

palea 

spikelet 

cyathium 

panicle 

spur 

cyme 

pedicel 

stamen 

dtohasium 

peduncle 

stigma 

filament 

perianth 

style 

floret 

petal 

tassel 

glume 

pistil 

tepal 

gynoeclum 

placenta 

torus 

hypanthlum 

pollen 

umbel 

Involucel 

pollen grain 

whorl 


flowery ►adjective Q flowery fabrics floral, 
flower-patterned. Qflowery language florid, 
flamboyant, ornate, fancy, convoluted, high- 
flown, high-sounding, magniloquent, grandilo- 
quent. baroque, orotund, overblown, pleonas- 
tic, informal highfalutin, purple; rare fustian 
-opposites plain. 

flowing ►adjective ©tong flowing hair loose, 
free, unconfined, draping Qthe new model will 
have soft , flowing lines: sleek, streamlined, aero- 
dynamic, smooth, clean; elegant, graceful, tech- 
nical faired, ©he writes in an easy , flowing style 
fluent, fluid, free-flowing, effortless, easy, nat- 
ural, smooth. 

-opposites stiff, curly, jagged, halting. 


fluctuate ►verb vary, change, differ, shift, 
alter, waver, swing, oscillate, alternate, rise 
and fall, go up and down, seesaw, yo-yo, be 
unstable 

fluctuation ►noun variation, change, shift, 
alteration, swing, movement, oscillation, alter- 
nation, rise and fall, seesawing, yo-yoing, in- 
stability, unsteadiness 
-opposites stability 

flue ►noun duct, tube, shaft, vent, pipe, pas- 
sage, channel, conduit, funnel, chimney, 
smokestack. 

fluent ► adjective © a fluent speech articulate. 
eloquent, expressive, communicative, coherent, 
cogent, illuminating, vivid Qfluent in French 
articulate, (be fluent in) have a (good) com- 
mand of ©a very fluent running style free- 
flowing. smooth, effortless, easy, natural, fluid, 
graceful, elegant, regular, rhythmic 
-opposites inarticulate, jerky 
fluff ► noun © fluff on her sleeve fuzz, lint, dust, 
N Amer dustballs, dust bunnies Q {informal) he 
only made a few fluffs’ mistake, error, slip, slip of 
the tongue, wrong note, informal slip-up, formal 
lapsus linguae 

► verb ( informal) Penney fluffed the shot | he fluffed his 
only line bungle, make a mess of, fumble, miss, 
deliver badly, muddle up, forget, informal mess 
up, make a hash of, make a botch of, foul up, 
bitch up. screw up, Brit informal make a muck of, 
make a pig’s ear of, cock up, make a Horlicks 
of, N Amer informal flub, goof up 
-opposites succeed in 

fluffy ► adjective fleecy, woolly, fuzzy, hairy, 
feathery, downy, furry, soft 
-opposites rough 

fluid ► noun the fluid seeps up the tube liquid, 
watery substance, solution, gas, gaseous sub- 
stance, vapour 
-opposites solid 

► adjective ©a fluid substance free-flowing, li- 
quid, liquefied, melted, molten, ninny, run- 
ning, gaseous, gassy 0his plans were still fluid 
adaptable, flexible, adjustable, open-ended, 
open, open to change, changeable, vanable 
0 the fluid state of affairs fluctuating, change- 
able. subject/likely to change, (ever-)shifting, 
inconstant, unstable, unsettled, turbulent, vola- 
tile, mercunal, protean Qhe stood up m one 
fluid movement smooth, fluent, flowing, effort- 
less, easy, continuous, graceful, elegant 
-opposites solid, firm, static, jerky 

fluke ► noun chance, coincidence, accident, 
twist of fat* piece of luck, stroke of good 
luck/ fortune 

fluky ►adjective lucky, fortunate, providential, 
timely, opportune, serendipitous, expedient, 
heaven-sent, auspicious, propitious, felicitous, 
chance, fortuitous, accidental, unintended; Bnt 
informal jammy. 

-opposites planned 

flummox ► verb ( informal) baffle, perplex, puz- 
zle, bewilder, mystify, bemuse, confuse, con- 
found, nonplus; informal faze, stump, beat, fox, 
make someone scratch their head, be all Greek 
to, floor, N Amer informal discombobulate, buf- 
falo 

flunkey ► noun ©a flunkey brought us drinks: liv- 
eried servant, lackey, steward, butler, foot- 
man, valet, attendant, page 0 government flun- 
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keys searched his offices minion, lackey, hireling, 
subordinate, underling, servant; creature, in- 
strument, cat’s paw; informal stooge, gofer, Bnt 
informal poodle, dogsbody, skivvy 

flurried * adjective agitated, flustered, ruffled, 
in a panic, worked up, beside oneself, over- 
wrought, perturbed, frantic, informal in a flap, in 
a state, m a twitter, in a fluster, m a dither, all 
of a dither, all of a lather, in a tizz/tizzy, m a 
tiz-woz, Bnt informal in a (flat) spin, having kit- 
tens; N. Amer informal in a twit 
-opposites calm 

flurry ► noun ©a flurry of snow- swirl, whirl, 
eddy, billow, shower, gust © a flurry of activity 
burst, outbreak, spurt, fit, spell, bout, rash, 
eruption, fuss, stir, bustle, hubbub, commo- 
tion. disturbance, furore, informal to-do, flap. 0 a 
flurry of imports : spate, wave, flood, deluge, tor- 
rent, stream, tide, avalanche, senes, succession, 
stnng, outbreak, rash, explosion, run, rush 
-opposites dearth, tnckle. 

► vtrto snow flurried through the door swirl, whirl, 
eddy, billow, gust, blast, blow, rush 

flush 1 ► verb ©she flushed in embarrassment 
blush, redden, go pink, go red, go crimson, go 
scarlet, colour (up); archaic mantle Q fruit helps 
to flush toxins from the body rinse, wash, sluice, 
swill, cleanse, clean, Bnt informal sloosh ©they 
flushed out the snipers drive, chase, force, dis- 
lodge. expel, frighten, scare 
-opposites pale 

► noun Qa flush crept over her face * blush, redden- 
ing. high colour, colour, rosmess, pinkness, 
ruddiness, bloom ©the first flush of manhood 
bloom, glow, freshness, radiance, vigour, rush 
-opposites paleness 

flush 2 ►adjective ( informal) ©the company was 
flush with cash ■ well supplied, well provided, 
well stocked, replete, overflowing, bursting, 
brimful, bnmming, loaded, overloaded, teem- 
ing, stuffed, swarming, thick, solid; full of, 
abounding in, nch in, abundant in, informal 
awash, jam-packed, chock-full of, Austral /NZ infor- 
mal chocker & the years when cash was flush 
plentiful, abundant, m abundance, copious, 
ample, profuse, superabundant, informal a gogo. 
galore, poetic/ literary plenteous, bounteous 
-opposites lacking, low (on). 

flushed ►adjective Qflushed faces : red, pmk, 
ruddy, glowing, reddish, pinkish, rosy, flond. 
high-coloured, healthy-looking, aglow, burning, 
feverish, blushing, red-faced, embarrassed, 
shamefaced Qflushed with success elated, ex- 
cited. thrilled, exhilarated, happy, delighted, 
overjoyed, joyous, gleeful, jubilant, exultant, 
ecstatic, euphoric, rapturous; informal blissed 
out, over the moon, high, on a high; N Amer in- 
formal wigged out. 

-opposites pale, dismayed. 

fluster ► verb she was flustered by his presence, un 
settle, make nervous, unnerve, agitate, ruffle, 
upset, bother, put on edge, disquiet, disturb, 
worry, perturb, disconcert, confuse, throw off 
balance, confound, nonplus; Informal rattle, faze, 
put into a flap, throw into a tizzy; Brit informal 
send into a spin; N Amer informal discombobu- 
late. 

-opposites calm. 

► noun / was m a terrible fluster, state of agitation, 
state of anxiety, nervous state, panic, frenzy, 


fret, informal dither, flap, tizz, tizzy, tiz-woz, 
twitter, state, sweat; N Amer informal twit 
-opposites state of calm. 

fluted ► adjective grooved, channelled, fur- 
rowed, ribbed, corrugated, ndged. 

-opposites smooth, plain 

flutter ► verb © butterflies fluttered around, flit, 
hover, flitter, dance. Qa tern was fluttering its 
wings flap, move up and down, beat, quiver, 
agitate, vibrate ©she fluttered her eyelashes 
flicker, bat. Q flags fluttered' flap, wave, ripple, 
undulate, quiver; fly ©her heart fluttered beat 
weakly, beat irregularly, palpitate, miss/skip a 
beat, quiver, go pit-a-pat; Medicine exhibit ar- 
rhythmia, rare quop 

► noun ©the flutter of wings beating, flapping, 
quivenng, agitation, vibrating. Qa flutter of 
dark eyelashes flicker, bat ©the flutter of the 
flags flapping, waving, nppling Qa flutter of 
nervousness tremor, wave, rush, surge, flash, 
stab, flush, tremble, quiver, shiver, frisson, 
chill, thrill, tingle, shudder, ripple, flicker 
Q(Brrt informal) he enjoys a flutter on the horses 
bet, wager, gamble, Bnt informal punt 

flux ►noun continuous change, changeability, 
variability, inconstancy, fluidity, instability, un- 
steadiness, fluctuation, variation, shift, move- 
ment, oscillation, alternation, nse and fall, 
seesawing, yo-yoing 
-opposites stability 

fly 1 ► verb © a bird flew overhead, travel through 
the air, wing its way, wing, glide, soar, wheel, 
hover, hang, take wing, take to the air, mount 
Qthey flew to Pans travel by plane/air. jet 
© military planes flew in food supplies transport 
by plane/air, airlift, lift, jet ©he could fly a 
plane pilot, operate, control, manoeuvre, steer 
© the ship was flying a quarantine flag display, 
show, exhibit, have hoisted, have run up 
Qflags flew in the town flutter, flap, wave 
Q doesn’t time fly? go quickly, fly by/past, pass 
swiftly, slip past, rush past. Qthe runners flew 
by See speed verb sense 1 © (archaic) the beaten 
army had to fly See flee sense 1 © ( dated) they 
had to fly the country See flee sense 2 

■ fly at attack, assault, pounce on, set upon, 
set about, weigh into, let fly at, turn on, round 
on, lash out at, hit out at, belabour, fall on; in- 
formal lay into, tear into, lace into, sail mto, 
pitch into, wade into, let someone have it, 
jump, Bnt informal have a go at, N Amer informal 
light into. 

■ let fly. See let 

fly 2 ► noun. See list at insect 

fly 9 ► adjective ( Bnt informal) she's fly enough not to 
get conned : shrewd, sharp, astute, acute, canny, 
worldly-wise, knowing, clever; Infonnal street- 
wise, not bom yesterday, smart, no fool, 
nobody’s fool; Bnt informal suss, knowing how 
many beans make five, Scottish 6 N English infor- 
mal pawky. 

-opposites naive. 

fly-by-nlght ► adjective unreliable, undepend- 
able, untrustworthy, disreputable; dishonest, 
deceitful, dubious, unscrupulous, informal iffy, 
shady, shifty, slippery, crooked; Bnt. informal 
dodgy, bent; Austral /NZ informal shonky. 

-opposites reliable, honest. 

flyer, filer ► noun o frequent flyers : air travel 
ler, air passenger, airline customer. Q flyers 
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killed in the war pilot, airman, airwoman, N 
Amer informal jock, dated aviator, aeronaut See list 
at pilot 0 flyers promoting a new sandwich bar 
handbill, bill, handout, leaflet, circular, adver- 
tisement, N Amer dodger. 

flying ► adjective O a flmg beetle ■ winged, air 
borne, in the air, in flight ©a flying visit 
brief, short, lightning, fleeting, hasty, rushed, 
hurried, quick, whistle-stop, cursory, perfunc- 
tory, informal quickie 
-OPPOSITES long 

foam ► noun the foam on the waves froth, 
spume, surf, fizz, effervescence, bubbles, head, 
lather, suds 

► verb the water foamed froth, spume, fizz, effer- 
vesce, bubble, lather, ferment, rise, boil, 
seethe, simmer 

foamy ► adjective frothy, foaming, spumy, 
bubbly, aerated, bubbling, sudsy, whipped, 
whisked 

fob 

■ fob someone off I wasn't going to be fobbed off 
with excuses put off, stall, give someone the 
runaround, deceive, placate, appease 

■ fob something off on he fobbed off the chair 
manship on Clifford impose, palm off. unload, 
dump, get nd of, foist, offload; saddle someone 
with something, land someone with some- 
thing, lumber someone with something 

focus ►noun Q schools are a focus of community 
life centre, focal point, central point, centre of 
attention, hub. pivot, nucleus, heart, corner- 
stone, linchpin, cynosure © the focus is on help- 
ing people emphasis, accent, priority, attention, 
concentration ©the main focus of this chapter 
subject, theme, concern, subject matter, topic, 
issue, thesis, point, thread, substance, essence, 
gist, matter © the resulting light beams are 
brought to a focus at the eyepiece focal point, 
point of convergence 

► verb © he focused his binoculars on the tower bring 
into focus, aim, point, turn ©the investigation 
will focus on areas of social need concentrate, 
centre, zero in, zoom in, address itself to, pay 
attention to, pinpoint, revolve around, have as 
its starting point 

■ In focus sharp, cnsp, distinct, clear, well de- 
fined. well focused. 

■ out of focus blurred, unfocused, indistinct, 
blurry, fuzzy, hazy, misty, cloudy, lacking defi- 
nition, nebulous 

foe ►noun {poetic f literary) enemy, adversary, op- 
ponent, rival, antagonist, combatant, challen- 
ger, competitor, opposer, opposition, competi- 
tion, other side 
-opposites friend 

fog ► noun mist, smog. murk, haze, haar, N Eng- 
lish (sea) fret, informal pea-souper, poetic /literary 
brume, fume. 

► vtrb O the windscreen fogged up | his breath fogged 
the glass : steam up, mist over, cloud over, film 
over, make/become misty, ©his brain was 
fogged with sleep: muddle, daze, stupefy, fuddle, 
befuddle, bewilder, confuse, befog; poetic/ literary 
bedim, becloud. 

-opposites demist, clear. 

foggy ► adjsctive Q the weather was foggy: misty, 
smoggy, hazy, murky, ©she was foggy with sleep 
I a foggy memory: mudoi ed. fuddled, befuddled, 
confused, at sea, bewildered, dazed, stupefied, 


numb, groggy, fuzzy, bleary, dark, dim, hazy, 
shadowy, cloudy, blurred, obscure, vague, in- 
distinct, unclear; informal dopey, woolly, woozy, 
out of it. 

-opposites clear 

foible ► noun weakness, failing, shortcoming, 
flaw, imperfection, blemish, fault, defect, limi- 
tation, quirk, kmk, idiosyncrasy, eccentricity, 
peculiarity 
-opposites strength 

foil 1 ► verb their escape attempt was foiled thwart, 
frustrate, counter, baulk, impede, obstruct, 
hamper, hinder, snooker, cripple, scotch, de- 
rail, smash, stop, block, prevent, defeat; informal 
do for, put paid to, stymie, cook someone’s 
goose, Bnt informal scupper, nobble, queer, put 
the mockers on 
-opposites assist 

foil 2 ► noun the wine was a perfect foil to pasta 
contrast, complement, antithesis, relief 

foist ► verb impose, force, thrust, offload, un- 
load, dump, palm off, fob off; pass off, get nd 
of, saddle someone with, land someone with, 
lumber someone with 

fold 1 ► verb QI folded the cloth double (over/ 
up), crease, turn under/up/over, bend, tuck, 
gather, pleat Qfold the cream into the chocolate 
mixture ■ mix, blend, stir gently © he folded her in 
his arms • enfold, wrap, envelop; take, gather, 
clasp, squeeze, clutch: embrace, hug. cuddle, 
cradle Qt he firm folded last year fail, collapse, 
founder, go bankrupt, become insolvent, cease 
trading, go into receivership, go into liquid- 
ation, be wound up, be closed (down), be shut 
(down), informal crash, go bust, go broke, go 
under, go to the wall, go belly up. 

► noun there was a fold m the paper crease, knife- 
edge, wrinkle, crinkle, pucker, furrow; pleat, 
gather 

fold 2 ► noun O the sheep were in their fold * en- 
closure, pen, paddock, pound, compound, 
nng. N Amer corral ©Lloyd George returned to 
the Liberal fold community, group, body, com- 
pany, mass, throng, flock, congregation, assem- 
bly 

folder ► noun file, binder, nng binder, port- 
folio, document case, envelope, sleeve, wallet. 

foliage ► noun leaves, leafage: greenery, vege- 
tation, verdure 

folk ► noun ( informal) © the local folk * people, indi- 
viduals, {men, women, and children), (living) 
souls, mortals, citizemy, inhabitants, residents, 
populace, population, informal peeps, formal deni- 
zens. ©my filks came from the north: relatives, 
relations, blood relations, family, nearest and 
dearest, people, kinsfolk, kinsmen, kins- 
women, kin, kith and kin, kindred, flesh and 
blood. 

folklore ► noun mythology, lore, oral history, 
tradition, folk tradition, legends, fables, myths, 
folk tales, folk stones, old wives’ tales; mythos 

fellow ►verb ©well let the others follow: come 
behind, come after, go behind, go after, walk 
behind ©he was expected to follow his father in 
the business: take the place of, replace, succeed, 
take over from; informal step into someone's 
shoes, fill someone’s shoes/boots, ©people used 
to follow the band around: accompany, go along 
with, go around with, travel with, escort, 'at- 
tend, trail around with, string along with; mfbr- 
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mal tag along with O the KGB man followed her 
everywhere shadow, trail, stalk, track, dog, 
hound, informal tail e do follow the instructions 
obey, comply with, conform to. adhere to, 
stick to. keep to, act in accordance with, abide 
by. observe, heed, pay attention to 0 penalties 
may follow from such behaviour result, anse, be 
a consequence of, be caused by, be brought 
about by, be a result of, come after, develop, 
ensue, emanate, issue, proceed, spring, flow, 
originate, stem ©J couldn't follow what he said 
understand, comprehend, apprehend, take in. 
grasp, fathom, appreciate, see, informal make 
head or tail of. get, figure out. savvy, get one’s 
head around, get one’s mind around, get the 
dnft of, Bnt informal suss out Qhe followed his 
master in his poetic style imitate, copy, mimic, 
ape, reproduce, mirror, echo, emulate, take as 
a pattern, take as an example, take as a model, 
adopt the style of, model oneself on, take a 
leaf out of someone’s book Qhe follows Man- 
chester United be a fan of, be a supporter of, 
support, be a follower of, be an admirer of, be 
a devotee of, be devoted to 
-opposites lead, flout, misunderstand 

■ follow something through complete, bring 
to completion, see something through, con- 
tinue with, cany on with, keep on with, keep 
gomg with, stay with, informal stick something 
out 

■ follow something up investigate, research, 
look into, dig into, delve into, make enquiries 
into, enquire about, ask questions about, pur- 
sue, chase up, informal check out, N Amer informal 
scope out 

follower ► noun Q the president's closest followers 
acolyte, assistant, attendant, companion, 
henchman, minion, lackey, servant, informal 
hanger-on, sidekick, archaic liegeman © a follow- 
er of Caravaggio imitator, emulator, copier, 
mimic, pupil, disciple, informal copycat ©a fol- 
lower of Christ disciple, apostle, supporter, de- 
fender. champion, believer, worshipper Qfol- 
lowers of Scottish football fan, enthusiast, ad- 
mirer, devotee, lover, supporter, adherent, N 
Amer informal rooter 
-opposites leader, opponent 

following ► noun hi s devoted following ad- 
mirers, supporters, backers, fans, adherents, 
devotees, advocates, patrons, public, audience, 
circle, retinue, train 
-opposites opposition 

► adjective Q the following day next, ensuing, suc- 
ceeding, subsequent ©the following questions 
below, further on, underneath, these, formal 
hereunder, hereinafter 
-opposites preceding, aforementioned 

folly ► noun foolishness, foolhardiness, stupid- 
ity, idiocy, lunacy, madness, rashness, reckless- 
ness, imprudence, injudiciousness, irresponsi- 
bility, thoughtlessness, indiscretion, informal cra- 
ziness; Bnt informal daftness 
-opposites wisdom 

foment ► ¥•* instigate, incite, provoke, agi- 
tate, excite, stir up, whip up, encourage, urge, 
fan the flames of. 

fond ► adjoctivo ©she was fond of dancing: keen 
on, partial to, addicted to, enthusiastic about, 
passionate about; attached to, attracted to, en- 
amoured of. m love with, having a soft spot 
for informal into, hooked on. gone on, sweet on, 


struck on © his fond father adoring, devoted, 
doting, loving, caring, affectionate, warm, ten- 
der, land, attentive 0 a fond hope’ unrealistic. 
naive, foolish, over-optimistic, deluded, delu- 
sory. absurd, vain, Panglossian. 

-opposites indifferent, unfeeling, realistic. 

fondle ► verb caress, stroke, pat, pet. finger, 
tickle, play with, maul, molest, informal paw, 
grope, feel up, touch up, cop a feel of 

fondness ► noun O they look at each other with 
such fondness affection, love, liking, warmth, 
tenderness, kindness, devotion, endearment, 
attachment, friendliness ©a fondness for spicy 
food liking, love, taste, partiality, keenness, in- 
clination, penchant, predilection, relish, pas- 
sion, appetite, weakness, soft spot, informal 
thing, yen 
-opposites hatred 

food ►noun © French food nourishment, susten- 
ance, nutriment, fare, bread, daily bread, cook- 
ing. cuisine, foodstuffs, edibles, provender, re- 
freshments, meals, provisions, rations, solids, 
informal eats, eatables, nosh, grub, chow, nib- 
bles, Bnt informal scoff, tuck, N Amer informal 
chuck, formal comestibles, poetic/ literary viands, 
dated victuals, archaic commons, meat, aliment 
See lists at bean, biscuit, bread, cake, cereal, 
cheese, diet, fruit, herb, meal, meat, nut, 
pasta, pie, sauce, sausage, soup, spice, stew, 
sweet, vegetable, vitamin Qfood for the cattle 
fodder, feed, provender, forage 
-related terms alimentary, culmaiy 

foodie ►noun (informal) gourmet, epicure, gas- 
tronome, gourmand 

fool ► noun Q you’ve acted like a complete fool 
idiot, ass, halfwit, blockhead, dunce, dolt, dull- 
ard, simpleton, clod, informal dope, ninny, nin- 
compoop, chump, dimwit, coot, goon, dumbo, 
dummy, dum-dum, fathead, numbskull, dun- 
derhead, pudding-head, thickhead, airhead, 
lamebrain, cretin, moron, nerd, imbecile, pea- 
brain, birdbrain, jerk, dipstick, donkey, noodle, 
Bnt informal nit, nitwit, twit, clot. goat, plonker, 
berk, prat, pillock, wally, git, dork, twerp, 
charlie, mug; Scottish informal nyaff, balloon, 
sumph, gowk, N Amer informal schmuck, bozo, 
boob, turkey, schlepper, chowderhead, dumb- 
head, goofball, goof, goofus, galoot, lummox, 
klutz, putz, schlemiel, sap, meatball; Austral /NZ 
informal drongo, dill, alec, galah, boofhead 0she 
made a fool of me’ laughing stock, dupe, butt, 
gull, informal stooge, sucker, mug, fall guy, N 
Amer informal sap 0(histoncal) the fool in King 
James’s court’ jester, court jester, clown, buf- 
foon, joker, zany, merry andrew, wearer of the 
motley 

► verb ©he'd been fooled by a schoolboy, deceive, 
tnck, hoax, dupe, take in. mislead, delude, 
hoodwink, bluff, gull; swindle, defraud, cheat, 
double-cross, informal con, bamboozle, pull a fast 
one on, take for a ride, pull the wool over 
someone’s eyes, put one over on, have on, did- 
dle, fiddle, rip off, do, sting, shaft; Brit, informal 
sell a pup to; N. Amer informal sucker, snooker, 
stiff, euchre, homswoggle; Austral informal pull a 
swifty on, poetic (literary cozen. ©J’m not fooling, I 
promise: pretend, make believe, feign, put on 
an act, act, sham, fake; joke, jest; informal kid; 
Brit informal have someone on. 

■ fool around Q someone’s been fooling around 
with the controls: fiddle, play (about/around). 
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toy, tnfle, meddle, tamper, interfere, monkey 
about/around, informal mess about/around; Bnt 
informal muck about/around. Q(N Amer informal) 
my husband's been fooling around, philander, 
womanize, flirt, have an affair, commit adul- 
tery; informal play around, mess about/around, 
carry on, play the field, sleep around; Bnt mfor- 
mal play away 

foolery ► noun clowning, fooling, tomfoolery, 
buffoonery, silliness, foolishness, stupidity, idi- 
ocy, antics, capers; informal larking around, 
larks, shenanigans, Bnt informal monkey tricks, 
N Amer informal didoes, archaic harlequinade 

foolhardy ► adjective reckless, rash, lrrespon- 
sible, impulsive, hot-headed, impetuous, dare- 
devil, devil-may-care, death-or-glory, madcap, 
hare-brained, precipitate, hasty, overhasty; 
poetic /literary temerarious 
-opposites prudent 

foolish ► adjective stupid, silly, idiotic, witless, 
brainless, mindless, unintelligent, thoughtless, 
half-baked, imprudent, incautious, injudicious, 
unwise, ill-advised, ill-considered, impolitic, 
rash, reckless, foolhardy; informal dumb, dim, 
dim-witted, half-witted, thick, gormless, hare- 
brained, crackbrained, pea-brained, wooden- 
headed, Bnt informal barmy, daft, Scottish & N Eng - 
lish mfonnal glaikit, N Amer informal dumb-ass, 
chowderheaded 
-opposites sensible, wise 

foolishness ►noun folly, stupidity, idiocy, 
imbecility, silliness, inanity, thoughtlessness, 
imprudence, injudiciousness, lack of caution/ 
foresight/sense, irresponsibility, indiscretion, 
foolhardiness, rashness, recklessness, Bnt infor- 
mal daftness 

-opposites sense, wisdom 

foolproof ►adjective infallible, dependable, 
reliable trustworthy, certain, sure, guaranteed, 
safe, sound, tned and tested, watertight, air- 
tight, flawless, perfect, informal sure-fire, fonnal 
efficacious 
-opposites flawed 

foot ► noun Q my feet hurt mfonnal tootsies, trot- 
ters, plates of meat, N Amer mfonnal dogs. 0 the 
animal's foot 1 paw, hoof, trotter, pad 0 the foot 
of the hill bottom, base, lowest part, end; foun- 
dation. 

-RELATED TERMS pedl-, -pod(e) 

■ foot the bill (informal) pay (the bill), settle up; 
informal pick up the tab, cough up, fork out, 
shell out, come across, N Amer informal pick up 
the check 

football (Bnt ) ► noun soccer. Association Foot- 
ball See list at soccer 

footing ►noun O Jenny lost her footing: foot 
hold, toehold, grip, purchase Qa solid financial 
footing- basis, base, foundation 0on an equal 
footing - standing, status, position; condition, ar- 
rangement, basis; relationship, terms. 

footling ► adjective trivial, trifling, petty, insig- 
nificant, inconsequential, unimportant, minor, 
small, time-wasting; informal piddling, piffling, 
fiddling. 

-oppositbs important, large. 

footnote ► noun note, marginal note, annota- 
tion. comment, gloss; aside, incidental remark, 
digression. 


footprint ►noun footmark, footstep, mark, 
impression, pug, slot; (footprints) track(s), 
spoor 

footstep ►noun Qhe heard a footstep, foot 
fall, step, tread, stomp, stamp. QJbotsteps in 
the sand footprint, footmark, mark, impres- 
sion, (footsteps) track(s), spoor 

footwear ► noun boots and shoes, footgear. 
See list 


Boots and Shoes 


afpargatas 

lace-ups 

ankle boots 

loafers 

babouches 

moccasins 

ballet shoes 

moon boots 

balmorals 

mukfuks 

beetle-crushers 

mules 

bluchers 

napoleons 

bootees 

opankas 

bovver boots 

overboots 

brogans 

overshoes 

brogues 

Oxfords 

buskins 

pattens 

carpet slippers 

peep-toes 

chappals 

penny loafers 

Chelsea boots 

platforms 

dogs 

pUmsoHs 

combat boots 

pumps 

court shoes 

rubbers 

cowboy boots 

sabots 

crepe-soled shoes 

saddle shoes 

Cuban heels 

sandals 

daps 

slingbacks 

deck shoes 

slip-ons 

Derbies 

slippers 

desert boots 

sneakers 

Dr Martens (DMs) 

snowshoes 

(trademark) 

step-ins 

espadrHIes 

stilettos 

field boots 

stogies 

flip-flops 

tap shoes 

galoshes 

tennis shoe 

ghillies 

thongs 

gumboots 

top boots 

half-boots 

track shoes 

Hessian boots 

trainers 

high -lows 

Turkish slippers 

high-tops 

waders 

hobnail boots 

walking boots/shoes 

huaraches 

wedges 

jackboots 

wedgies 

jelly shoes 

Wellington boots 

kitten heels 

winkle-pickers 

Wetterschuhe * 

zoris 


fop ► noun dandy, poseur, man about town; infor- 
mal snappy dresser, natty dresser, trendy; infor- 
mal, dated swell, dated beau, popinjay, archaic cox- 
comb 

foppish ► adjective dandyish, dandified, dapper, 
dressy, affected, preening, vain, effeminate, 
girly, niminy-piminy, mincing; informal natty, 
sissy, camp, campy; Bnt informal poncey. 

forage ►verb hunt, search, look, rummage 
(about/around/round), ferret (about/around), 
root about/around, scratch about/around, nose 
around/about/round, scavenge; Bnt. informal roo- 
tle around. 

► noun Qforage for the horses: fodder, feed, food. 
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provender ©a nightly forage for food hunt, 
search, look, quest, rummage, scavenge 

foray ► noun RAID, attack, assault, incursion, 
swoop, stnke, onslaught, sortie, sally, push, 
thrust, archaic onset 

forbear ► verb refrain, abstain, desist, keep, 
restrain oneself, stop oneself, hold back, with- 
hold, resist the temptation to, eschew, avoid, 
decline to 
-opposites persist 

forbearance ► noun tolerance, patience, 
resignation, endurance, fortitude, stoicism, le- 
niency. clemency, indulgence, restraint, self- 
restraint, self-control 

forbearing ►adjective patient, tolerant, easy- 
going. lenient, clement, forgiving, understand- 
ing, accommodating, indulgent; long-suffering, 
resigned, stoic, restrained, self-controlled 
-opposites impatient, intolerant 

forbid ► verb prohibit, ban, outlaw, make il- 
legal, veto, proscribe, disallow, embargo, bar, 
debar, interdict, Law enjoin, restrain 
-opposites permit 

forbidden ►adjective prohibited, verboten, 
taboo, illegal, illicit, against the law, Islam 
haram, informal not on, out, no go, formal non 
licet See also forbid 
-opposites permitted 

forbidding ►adjective O a forbidding manner 
hostile, unwelcoming, unfriendly, off-putting, 
unsympathetic, unapproachable, gnm, stem, 
hard, tough, frosty ©the dark castle looked for- 
bidding- threatening, ominous, menacing, sinis- 
ter, brooding, daunting, fearsome, frightening, 
chilling, disturbing, disquieting 
-opposites friendly, inviting, 
force ►noun ©he pushed with all his force 
strength, power, energy, might, effort, exer- 
tion. impact, pressure, weight, impetus ©they 
used force to achieve their aims’ coercion, compul- 
sion, constraint, duress, oppression, harass- 
ment, intimidation, threats; informal arm- ' 
twisting, ©the force of the argument cogency, 
weight, effectiveness, soundness, validity, 
strength, power, significance, influence, au- 
thority; informal punch, formal efficacy © a force 
for good: agency, power, influence, instrument, 
vehicle, means. 0 a peace-keeping force body, 
body of people, group, outfit, party, team; de- 
tachment, unit, squad, informal bunch 
-opposites weakness. 

► verb Qhe was forced to pay. compel, coerce, 
make, constrain, oblige, impel, drive, pressur- 
ize, pressure, press, push, press-gang, bully, 
dragoon, bludgeon; informal put the screws on, 
lean on, twist someone’s arm Qthe door had to 
be forced’ break open, burst open, knock down, 
smash down, kick in. © water was forced through 
a hole, propel, push, thrust, shove, drive, press, 
pump © they forced a confession out of the kids 
extract, elicit, exact, extort, wrest, wring, 
drag, screw, squeeze. 

■ in forco © the law is now in force’ effective, 
in operation, operative, operational, in action, 
valid ©her fans were out in force, in great num- 
bers, in hordes, in full strength. 

forced ►adjective Q forced entry: violent, for- 
cible © forced repatriation • enforced, compul- 
sory, obligatoiy, mandatory, involuntary, im- 
posed. required, stipulated, dictated, ordained, 


prescribed ©a forced smile, strained, unnat- 
ural, artificial, false, feigned, simulated, con- 
trived, laboured, stilted, studied, mannered, af- 
fected, unconvincing, insincere, hollow, informal 
phony, pretend, put on 
-opposites voluntary, natural 
forceful ►adjective ©a forceful personality, dy 
namic, energetic, assertive, authoritative, vigor- 
ous, powerful, strong, pushy, driving, deter- 
mined, insistent, commanding, dominant, 
domineering, informal bossy, in-your-face, go- 
ahead, feisty ©a forceful argument cogent, 
convincing, compelling, strong, powerful, po- 
tent, weighty, effective, well founded, telling, 
persuasive, irresistible, eloquent, coherent 
-opposites weak, submissive, unconvincing 
forcible ► adjective Qforcible entry forced, vio- 
lent Q forcible repatriation See forced sense 2 
© a forcible argument See forceful sense 2 
forebear ► noun ancestor, forefather, antece- 
dent, progenitor, primogenitor 
-opposites descendant 

forebode ►verb (poetic/ literary) presage, augur, 
portend, herald, warn of, forewarn of. fore- 
shadow, be an omen of, indicate, signify, sig- 
nal, promise, threaten, spell, denote, poetic / 
literary betoken, foretoken 
foreboding ►noun O a feeling of foreboding ap 
prehension, anxiety, trepidation, disquiet, un- 
ease, uneasiness, misgiving, suspicion, worry, 
fear, fearfiilness, dread, alarm, informal the wil- 
lies. the heebie-jeebies, the jitters Q their fore- 
bodings proved justified premonition, presenti- 
ment. bad feeling, sneaking suspicion, funny 
feeling, intuition, archaic presage 
-opposites calm 

forecast ► verb they forecast record profits pre 
dict, prophesy, prognosticate, foretell, foresee, 
forewarn of 

► noun a gloomy forecast prediction, prophecy, 
forewammg, prognostication, augury, divin- 
ation, prognosis 

forefather ► noun forebear, ancestor, antece- 
dent, progenitor, pnmogenitor 
-opposites descendant 

forefront ►noun vanguard, van, spearhead, 
head, lead, front, fore, front line, cutting edge 
-opposites rear, background 
forego ► verb. See forgo. 
foregoing ► adjective preceding, aforesaid, 
aforementioned, previously mentioned, earlier, 
above; previous, pnor, antecedent. 

-opposites following 

foregone 

■ a foregone conclusion certainty, inevit- 
ability, matter of course, predictable result, in- 
formal sure thing; Bnt informal cert, dead cert 
foreground ► noun ©the foreground of the pic- 
ture. front, fore, ©in the foreground of the polit- 
ical drama: forefront, vanguard, van, spear- 
head, head, lead, front, fore, front line, cutting 
edge. 

forehead ► noun brow, temple. 

-related terms frontal, metopic. 
foreign ► adjective O foreign branches of UK 
banks, overseas, exotic, distant, external, alien, 
non-native. Qthe concept is very foreign to us: un- 
familiar. unknown, unheard of. strange, alien; 
novel, new. 
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-RELATED TERMS Xeno- 
— opposites domestic, native, familiar 

foreigner ►noun alien, non-native, stranger, 
outsider, immigrant, settler, newcomer, in- 
comer 

-opposites native 

foreman, forewoman ► noun supervisor, 
overseer, superintendent, team leader, fore- 
person, Bnt chargehand, captain, ganger, Scot- 
tish gneve, N Amer informal ramrod, straw boss, 
Austral informal pannikin boss. Mining overman 

foremost ►adjective leading, principal, prem- 
ier, prune, top. top-level, greatest, best, su- 
preme, pre-eminent, outstanding, most import- 
ant, most prominent, most influential, most il- 
lustrious, most notable, N Amer ranking; informal 
number-one 
-opposites minor 

foreordained ► adjective predetermined, pre- 
ordained, ordained, predestined, destined, 
fated 

forerunner ►noun Qarchosaurs were the fore- 
runners of dinosaurs predecessor, precursor, 
antecedent, ancestor, forebear, prototype 
0 headache may he the forerunner of other com- 
plaints prelude, herald, harbinger, precursor, 
sign, signal, indication, warning 
-opposites descendant 

foresee ►verb anticipate, predict, forecast, ex 
pect, envisage, envision, see. foretell, prophesy, 
prognosticate, Scottish spae, poetic /literary fore- 
know 

foreshadow ►verb signal, indicate, signify, 
mean, be a sign of. suggest, herald, be a har- 
binger of. warn of, portend, prefigure, presage, 
promise, point to. anticipate, informal spell, 
poetic I literary forebode, foretoken, betoken, archaic 
foreshow 

foresight ► noun forethought, planning, far- 
sightedness, vision, anticipation, prudence, 
care, caution, precaution, readiness, prepared- 
ness, N Amer forehandedness 
-opposites hindsight 

forest ► noun wood(s), woodland, trees, planta- 
tion, jungle, archaic greenwood 
-RELATED TERMS Sylvan 

forestall ►verb pre-empt, get in before, steal a 
march on, anticipate, second-guess, nip in the 
bud, thwart, frustrate, foil, stave off, ward off, 
fend off, avert, preclude, obviate, prevent, infor- 
mal beat someone to it 

forestry ► noun forest management, tree 
growing, agroforestry, technical arboriculture, 
silviculture 

foretaste ►noun sample, taster, taste, pre- 
view, specimen, example; indication, sugges- 
tion, hint, whiff, warning, forewarning, omen, 
informal try-out. 

foretell ►v*rb Qthe locals can foretell a storm 
predict, forecast, prophesy, prognosticate, fore- 
see. anticipate, envisage, envision, see, Scottish 
spae Q dreams can foretell the future' indicate, 
foreshadow, prefigure, anticipate, warn of. 
point to, signal, portend, augur, presage, be an 
omen of; poetic I literary forebode, foretoken, be- 
token; archaic foreshow. 

forethought ►noun anticipation, planning, 
forward planning, provision, precaution, pru- 
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dence, care, caution, foresight, far-sightedness, 
vision. 

-opposites impulse, recklessness 

forever ► adverb O their love would last forever 
for always, evermore, for ever and ever, for 
good, for all time, until the end of time, until 
hell freezes over, eternally, Bnt for evermore, 
N Amer forevermore, informal until the cows 
come home, until doomsday, until kingdom 
come, archaic for aye 0he was forever banging 
into things always, continually, constantly, per- 
petually, incessantly, endlessly, persistently, re- 
peatedly, regularly, non-stop, day and night, 
{morning, noon, and night}, all the time, the 
entire time, Scottish aye, informal 24-7 
-opposites never, occasionally 

forewarn ►verb warn, warn in advance, give 
advance warning, give fair warning, give no- 
tice, apprise, inform, alert, caution, put some- 
one on their guard, informal tip off, Bnt informal 
tip someone the wink 

forewarning ►noun omen, sign, indication, 
portent, presage, warning, harbinger, fore- 
shadowing, augury, signal, promise, threat, 
straw in the wind, writing on the wall, hint, 
poetic/ literary foretoken 

foreword ► noun preface, introduction, pro- 
logue, preamble, informal intro, formal exordium, 
prolegomenon, proem 
-opposites conclusion 

forfeit ► verb latecomers will forfeit their places 
lose, be deprived of, surrender, relinquish, sac- 
rifice, give up, yield, renounce, forgo, informal 
pass up. lose out on 
-opposites retain 

► noun they are liable to a forfeit penalty, sanction, 
punishment, penance, fine, confiscation, loss, 
relinquishment, forfeiture, surrender. Law se- 
questration 

forfeiture ► noun confiscation, loss, relin- 
quishment. giving up. surrender, sacrifice. Law 
sequestration, histoncal attainder 

forge 1 ►verb Oa smith forged swords hammer 
out, beat into shape, fashion. ©they forged a 
partnership build, construct, form, create, estab- 
lish. set up © he forged her signature fake, fals- 
ify, counterfeit, copy, imitate, reproduce, repli- 
cate, simulate, informal pirate 

forge 2 ►verb they forged through swamps ad 
vance steadily, advance gradually, press on, 
push on, soldier on, march on, push forward, 
make progress, make headway 
■ forge aheaS advance rapidly, progress 
quickly, make rapid progress, increase speed, 
put a spurt on 

forged ►adjective fake, faked, false, counter- 
feit, imitation, copied, pirate(d), sham, bogus, 
informal phoney, dud. 

-opposites genuine 

forger ►noun counterfeiter, faker, copyist, 
imitator, pirate 

forgery ►noun Q guilty of forgery counterfeit 
ing, falsification, faking, copying, pirating, 
©the painting was a forgery fake, counterfeit, 
fraud, sham, imitation, replica, copy, pirate 
copy; informal phoney 

forget ► verb O he forgot where he was ■ fail to 
remember, fail to recall, fail to think of. 0/ 
never forget my briefcase : leave behind, foil to 
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take/bnng 0 I forgot to close the door neglect, 
fail, omit Qyou can forget that idea stop think 
ing about, put out of one’s mind, shut out, 
blank out, pay no heed to, not worry about, ig- 
nore, overlook, take no notice of 
-opposites remember 

■ forgot oneself misbehave, behave badly, be 
naughty, be disobedient, get up to mischief, 
get up to no good, be bad-mannered, be rude, 
informal carry on, act up 

forgetful ► adjective O I'm so forgetful these days 
absent-minded, amnesic, amnesiac, vague, dis- 
organized, dreamy, abstracted, scatterbrained, 
with a mind/memory like a sieve, informal 
scatty Q forgetful of the time heedless, careless, 
unmindful, inattentive to, negligent about, ob- 
livious to. unconcerned about, indifferent to, 
not bothered about 
-opposites reliable, heedful 
forgetfulness ► noun O his excuse was forget - 
fulness absent-mindedness, amnesia, poor 
memory, a lapse of memory, vagueness, ab- 
straction, informal scattiness 0 a forgetfulness of 
God neglect, heedlessness, carelessness, disre- 
gard, inattention, obliviousness, lack of con- 
cern, indifference 
-opposites reliability, heed 
forgivable ► adjective pardonable, excusable, 
condonable, understandable, tolerable, permis- 
sible, allowable, justifiable 
forgive ►verb Oshe would not forgive him par 
don, excuse, exonerate, absolve, make allow- 
ances for, feel no resentment/malice towards, 
harbour no grudge against, bury the hatchet 
with, let bygones be bygones, informal let off 
(the hook), formal exculpate Qyou must forgive 
his rude conduct excuse, overlook, disregard, ig- 
nore. pass over, make allowances for, allow, 
turn a blind eye to, turn a deaf ear to, wink at, 
blink at. indulge, tolerate 
-opposites blame, resent, pumsh 
forgiveness ► noun pardon, absolution, ex-, 
oneration. remission, dispensation, indulgence, 
clemency, mercy; reprieve, amnesty, informal 
let-off; archaic shrift 

-opposites mercilessness, punishment 
forgiving * adjective merciful, lenient, com- 
passionate. magnanimous, humane, soft- 
hearted, forbearing, tolerant, indulgent, under- 
standing. 

-opposites merciless, vindictive. 
forgOf forego ►verb DO without, go without, 
give up, waive, renounce, surrender, relin- 
quish, part with, drop, sacrifice, abstain from, 
refrain from, eschew, cut out; informal swear off; 
formal forswear, abjure 
-opposites keep. 

forgotten ►adjective UNREMEMBERED, out of 
mind, gone clean out of someone's mind, past 
recollection, beyond/past recall, consigned to 
oblivion, left behind; neglected, overlooked, ig- 
nored, disregarded, unrecognized. 

-opposites remembered, 
fork ► verb split, branch (off), divide, subdivide, 
separate, part, diverge, go in different direc- 
tions. biftircate; technical furcate, divaricate, 
ramify. 

forked ►adjective sPLrr, branching, branched, 
bifurcate(d), Y-shaped, V-shaped, pronged, div- 
ided; technical divaricate. 


-opposites straight. 

forlorn ► adjective O he sounded forlorn, unhappy, 
sad. miserable, sorrowful, dejected, despond- 
ent, disconsolate, wretched, abject, down, 
downcast, dispirited, downhearted, crestfallen, 
depressed, melancholy, gloomy, glum, mourn- 
ful. despairing, doleful, woebegone; informal 
blue, down m the mouth, down in the dumps, 
fed up; formal lachrymose Qa forlorn garden 
desolate, deserted, abandoned, forsaken, for- 
gotten, neglected Q a forlorn attempt, hopeless, 
with no chance of success; useless, futile, 
pointless, purposeless, vain, unavailing, nuga- 
tory, archaic bootless 

-opposites happy, busy, cared for. hopeful, 
sure-fire 

form ► noun O the general form of the landscape | 
form is less important than content shape, config- 
uration, formation, structure, construction, ar- 
rangement, appearance, extenor, outline, for- 
mat, layout, design Qthe human form body, 
shape, figure, stature, build, frame, physique, 
anatomy, informal vital statistics Qthe infection 
takes different forms manifestation, appearance, 
embodiment, incarnation, semblance, shape, 
guise O sponsorship is a form of advertising kind, 
sort, type, class, classification, category, vai- 
lety, genre, brand, style, species, genus, family 
Qput the mixture into a form mould, cast, shape, 
matrix, die. 0what is the form here 7 etiquette, 
social practice, custom, usage, use, modus op- 
erandi, habit, protocol, procedure, rules, con- 
vention, tradition, fashion, style, formal praxis, 
wont Qyou have to fill in a form questionnaire, 
document, coupon, tear-off slip, paper Qwhat 
form is your daughter in? class, year, N Amer 
grade Qw top form- fitness, condition, fettle, 
shape, tnm, health, Bnt informal nick (Q{Bnt) a 
wooden form bench, pew, stall 
-opposites content 

► verb O the pads are formed from mild steel make, 
construct, build, manufacture, fabricate, assem- 
ble, put together; create, produce, concoct, de- 
vise. contrive, frame, fashion, shape Qhe 
formed a plan, formulate, devise, conceive, 
work out. think up, lay, draw up, put together, 
produce, fashion, concoct, forge, hatch, de- 
velop, informal dream up 0 they plan to form a 
company- set up, establish, found, launch, float, 
create, bring into being, institute, start, get 
going, initiate, bring about, inaugurate. Qa 
mist was forming : materialize, come into being/ 
existence, crystallize, emerge, spring up, de- 
velop; take shape, appear, loom, show up. be- 
come visible Qthe horse may form bad habits 
acquire, develop, get, pick up, contract, slip 
into, get into. Qhis men formed themselves into an 
arrowhead: arrange, draw up. line up. assem- 
ble, organize, sort, order, range, array, dispose, 
marshal, deploy. Qthe parts of society form an in- 
tegrated whole : comprise, make, make up, con- 
stitute, compose, add up to. Qthe city formed a 
natural meeting point- constitute, serve as, act 
as, function as, perform the function of. do 
duty for, make. Q natural objects are most import- 
ant in forming the mind of the child: develop, 
mould, shape, train, teach, instruct, educate, 
school, drill, discipline, prime, prepare, guide, 
direct, inform, enlighten, inculcate, indoctrin- 
ate; formal edify. 

-opposite s dissolve, disappear, break. 
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■ good form good manners, manners, polite 
behaviour, correct behaviour, convention, eti- 
quette, protocol, informal the done thing. 

formal ► adjective Qa formal dinner, ceremo 
nial, ceremonious, ritualistic, ntual. conven- 
tional, traditional, stately, courtly, solemn, dig- 
nified, elaborate, ornate, dressy Qa very formal 
manner aloof, reserved, remote, detached, un- 
approachable, stiff, pnm. stuffy, staid, ceremo- 
nious, correct, proper, decorous, conventional, 
precise, exact, punctilious, unbending, inflex- 
ible, strait-laced, informal stand-offish © a formal 
garden, symmetrical, regular, orderly, arranged, 
methodical, systematic O formal permission of 
ficial, legal, authonzed, approved, validated, 
certified, endorsed, documented, sanctioned, li- 
censed, recognized, authoritative Qformal edu - 
cation conventional, mainstream, school, insti- 
tutional 

-opposites informal, casual, colloquial, unoffi- 
cial 

formality ► noun O the formality of the occasion 
ceremony, ceremomousness, ntual, conven- 
tionality, red tape, protocol, decorum, stateli- 
ness, courtliness, solemnity Qhis formality was 
off-putting" aloofness, reserve, remoteness, de- 
tachment, unapproachability, stiffness, pnm- 
ness, stuffiness, staidness, correctness, de- 
corum, punctiliousness, inflexibility, informal 
stand-offishness ©we keep the formalities to a 
minimum official procedure, bureaucracy, red 
tape, paperwork ©the medical examination is 
just a formality routine, routine practice, nor- 
mal procedure Q promotion looks a formality 
matter of course, foregone conclusion, inevit 
ability, certainty, informal sure thing 
-opposites informality 

format ► noun design, style, presentation, ap- 
pearance, look, form, shape, size, arrangement, 
plan, structure, scheme, composition, configur- 
ation 

formation ►noun Qthe formation of the island's 
sand ndges emergence, coming into being, gen- 
esis. development, evolution, shaping, origin- 
ation Qthe formation of a new government es 
tablishment, setting up, start, initiation, insti- 
tution, foundation, inception, creation, inaug- 
uration, launch, flotation e the aircraft were fly - 
ing in tight formation configuration, arrange- 
ment. pattern, array, alignment, positioning, 
disposition, order 

-opposites destruction, disappearance, dissol- 
ution. 

formative ► adjective Qat a formative stage • de 
velopmental, developing, growing, malleable, 
impressionable, susceptible Q a formative influ- 
ence: determining, controlling, influential, guid- 
ing, decisive, forming, shaping, determinative 

former ►adjective © the former bishop one-time. 
erstwhile, sometime, ex*, late; previous, fore- 
going, preceding, earlier, prior, past, last, ©in 
former times, earlier, old, past, bygone, olden, 
long-ago. gone by, long past, of old; poetic/ literary 
of yore. Qthe former view- first-mentioned, first 
-opposites future, next, latter. 

formerly ►adverb previously, earlier, before, 
until now/then, hitherto. n£e, once, once upon 
a time, at one time, in the past; formal hereto- 
fore. 


formidable ►adjective Qa formidable curved 
dagger intimidating, forbidding, daunting, dis- 
turbing, alarming, frightening, disquieting, 
brooding, awesome, fearsome, ominous, fore- 
boding, sinister, menacing, threatening, dan- 
gerous. Qa formidable task onerous, arduous, 
taxing, difficult, hard, heavy, laborious, bur- 
densome, strenuous, back-breaking, uphill. 
Herculean, monumental, colossal, demanding, 
tough, challenging, exacting, formal exigent, ar- 
chaic toilsome Qa formidable pianist capable, 
able, proficient, adept, adroit, accomplished, 
seasoned, skilful, skilled, gifted, talented, mas- 
terly, virtuoso, expert, knowledgeable, quali- 
fied, impressive, powerful, mighty, temfic, tre- 
mendous, great, complete, redoubtable, informal 
mean, wicked, deadly, nifty, crack, ace, wizard, 
magic, N Amer informal crackerjack 
—opposites pleasant-lookmg, comforting, easy, 
poor, weak 

formless ► adjective shapeless, amorphous, 
unshaped, indeterminate, structureless, un- 
structured 

-opposites shaped, definite 

formula ►noun Qa legal formula form of 
words, set expression, phrase, saying, aphor- 
ism Qa peace formula recipe, prescription, 
blueprint, plan, method, procedure, techmque, 
system © a formula for removing grease prepar 
ation, concoction, mixture, compound, cre- 
ation. substance 

formulate ►verb Qthe miners formulated a 
plan devise, conceive, work out, think up. lay, 
draw up, put together, form, produce, fashion, 
concoct, contrive, forge, hatch, prepare, de- 
velop, informal dream up © this is how Marx for- 
mulated his question express, phrase, word, put 
into words, frame, couch, put, articulate, con- 
vey, say, state, utter 

fornication ► noun ( formal ) extramarital sex, 
extramarital relations, adultery, infidelity, un- 
faithfulness, cuckoldiy, informal hanky-panky, a 
bit on the side 

forsake ►verb {poetic/ literary) Qhe forsook his 
wife abandon, desert, leave, leave high and 
diy, turn one’s back on, cast aside, break (up) 
with, jilt, strand, leave stranded, leave m the 
lurch, throw over, mfomnal walk out on, run out 
on, dump, ditch ©I won’t forsake my vegetarian 
principles, renounce, abandon, relinquish, dis- 
pense with, disclaim, disown, disavow, discard, 
wash one’s hands of; give up, drop, jettison, do 
away with, .axe, informal ditch, scrap, scrub, 
junk, formal forswear 
-opposites keep to. adopt 

forswear ►verb ( formal ) renounce, relinquish, 
reject, forgo, disavow, abandon, deny, repudi- 
ate, give up, wash one’s hands of, eschew, ab- 
stain from, refrain from, informal kick, pack in, 
quit, swear off, Law disaffirm, poetic /literary for- 
sake; formal abjure, abnegate 
-opposites adhere to, persist with, take up 

fort ► noun roRTRESS. castle, citadel, block- 
house, burg, stronghold, redoubt, fortification, 
bastion, fastness 

forte ► noun strength, strong point, speciality, 
strong suit, talent, special ability, skill, bent, 
gift, metier; informal thing 
-opposites weakness. 
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forth ► •dvtrb Q smoke billowed forth: out, out' 
side, away, off, ahead, forward, into view; into 
existence. Qfrom that day forth onwards, on- 
ward, on, forward, for ever, into eternity, until 
now. 

forthcoming ► adjective Q forthcoming events 
imminent, impending, coming, upcoming, ap- 
proaching. future, close, (close) at hand, m 
store, in the wind, in the air, in the offing, m 
the pipeline, on the horizon, on the way, on 
us, about to happen Qno reply was forthcoming 
available, ready, at hand, accessible, obtain- 
able. at someone’s disposal, on offer, obtained, 
given, vouchsafed to someone, informal up for 
grabs, on tap ©he was not very forthcoming 
about himself communicative, talkative, chatty, 
loquacious, vocal, expansive, expressive, unre- 
served, uninhibited, outgoing, frank, open, 
candid, informal gabby 

-opposites past, current, unavailable, uncom- 
municative 

forthright ► adjective frank, direct, straight- 
forward, honest, candid, open, sincere, out- 
spoken. straight, blunt, plain-spoken, no- 
nonsense, bluff, matter-of-fact, to the point, in- 
formal upfront 

-opposites secretive, evasive 

forthwith ►adverb immediately, at once, in- 
stantly, directly, right away, straight away, 
post-haste, without delay, without hesitation, 
quickly, speedily, promptly, informal pronto 
-opposites sometime. 

fortification ►noun rampart, wall, defence, 
bulwark, palisade, stockade, redoubt, earth- 
work, bastion, parapet, barricade 

fortify ► verb Qthe knights fortified their citadel 
build defences round, strengthen, secure, pro- 
tect ©the wall had been fortified • strengthen, 
reinforce, toughen, consolidate, bolster, shore 
up, brace, buttress © I’ll have a dnnk to fortify 
me invigorate, strengthen, energize, enliven, 
liven up. animate, vitalize, rejuvenate, restore, 
revive, refresh, informal pep up, buck up, give a 
shot m the arm to 
-opposites weaken, sedate, subdue. 

fortitude ► noun courage, bravery, endur- 
ance. resilience, mettle, moral fibre, strength 
of mind, strength of character, strong-minded- 
ness. backbone, spirit, gnt. doughtiness, stead- 
fastness; informal guts; Bnt informal bottle 
-opposites faint-heartedness 

fortress ►noun fort, castle, citadel, block- 
house, buig, stronghold, redoubt, fortification, 
bastion; fastness 

fortuitous ► adjecttva Q a fortuitous resemblance. 
chance, adventitious, unexpected, unantici- 
pated, unpredictable, unforeseen, unlooked-for, 
serendipitous, casual, incidental, coincidental, 
random, accidental, inadvertent, unintentional, 
unintended. unplanned, unpremeditated 
Q United were saved by a fortuitous penalty lucky. 
fluky, fortunate, providential, advantageous, 
timely, opportune, serendipitous, heaven-sent; 
Bnt informal jammy. 

-opposites predictable, unlucky. 

fortunate ► adjacttv* Qhe was fortunate that the 
punishment was so slight; lucky, favoured, 
blessed, blessed with good luck, in luck, having 
a charmed life, charmed; informal sitting pretty. 


Bnt informal jammy, ©in a fortunate position: fa- 
vourable. advantageous, providential, auspi- 
cious, welcome, heaven-sent, beneficial, propi- 
tious, fortuitous, opportune, happy, felicitous, 
©the society gives generously to less fortunate 
people wealthy, nch, affluent, prosperous, well 
off, moneyed, well-to-do, well heeled, opulent, 
comfortable, favoured, privileged. 

-opposites unfortunate, unfavourable, under- 
privileged 

fortunately ►adverb luckily, by good luck, 
by good fortune, as luck would have it, propi- 
tiously, mercifully, thankfully, thank goodness, 
thank God, thank heavens, thank the stars 

fortune ► noun Qfortune favoured him chance, 
accident, coincidence, serendipity, destiny, for- 
tuity. providence, N Amer happenstance ©a 
change of fortune luck, fate, destiny, predestin- 
ation, the stars, serendipity, karma, kismet, lot 
©an upswing in Sheffield’s fortunes circumstan 
ces, state of affairs, condition, position, situ- 
ation, plight, predicament © he made his fortune 
in steel wealth, nches, substance, property, as- 
sets, resources, means, possessions, treasure, 
estate 0 {informal) this dress cost a fortune huge 
amount, vast sum. king’s ransom, millions, 
billions, informal small fortune, packet, mint, 
bundle, pile, wad, arm and a leg, pretty penny, 
tidy sum. killing, big money. Bnt informal bomb, 
loadsamoney, shedloads. N Amer informal big 
bucks, gazillions 
-opposites pittance 

fortune teller ►noun clairvoyant, ciystal- 
gazer, psychic, prophet, seer, oracle, soothsay- 
er, augur, diviner, sibyl, palmist, palm-reader. 
Scottish spaewife 

forum ► noun Q forums were held for staff to air 
grievances meeting, assembly, gathering, rally, 
conference, seminar, convention, symposium, 
colloquium, N Amer & NZ caucus, informal get- 
together, formal colloquy ©a forum for discus - 
sion setting, place, scene, context, stage, 
framework, backdrop, medium, means, appar- 
atus, auspices Qthe Roman forum public meet 
ing place, marketplace, agora 

forward ►adverb Qthe traffic moved forward 
ahead, forwards, onwards, onward, on, further 
©the winner stepped forward towards the 
front, out, forth, into view. Qfrom that day for* 
ward onward, onwards, on, forth, for ever, 
into eternity, until now 
-opposites backwards. 

► adjective Qin a forward directum moving for- 
wards. moving ahead, onward, advancmg, pro- 
gressing. progressive Qthe fortress served as the 
Austrian army’s forward base against the Russians' 
front, advance, foremost, head, leading, front- 
al © forward planning: future, forward-looking, 
for the future, prospective. Qthe girls seemed 
very forward, bold, brazen, brazen-faced, bare- 
faced, brash, shameless, immodest, audacious, 
daring, presumptuous, familiar, overfamiliar, 
pert, informal brass-necked, fresh. 

-opposites backward, rear, shy, late. 

► vtrb Q my mother forwarded me your letter, send 
on, post on, redirect, readdress, pass on. Qthe 
goods were forwarded by sea: send, dispatch, 
transmit, carry, convey, deliver, ship. ©Sir Wil- 
liam forwarded his plan: advance, further, pro- 
mote. assist, cany forward, hasten, hurry 
along, expedite, accelerate, speed up. 
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forward-looking ► adjective progressive, 
enlightened, dynamic, pushing, bold, enterpns- 
ing, ambitious, pioneering, innovative, mod- 
em, avant-garde, positive, reforming, radical, m- 
formal go-ahead, go-getting 
-opposites backward-looking 
forwards ► adverb. See forward adverb 
fossil ► noun petrified remains, petrified im- 
pression, remnant, relic, Geology reliquiae 
fossilized ► adjective Q fossilized remains petri- 
fied, ossified Qa fossilized idea archaic, anti- 
quated, antediluvian, old-fashioned, quaint, 
outdated, outmoded, behind the times, ana- 
chronistic, stuck in time, informal prehistoric 

foster ►verb Q he fostered the arts encourage, 
promote, further, stimulate, advance, forward, 
cultivate, nurture, strengthen, enrich, help, 
aid, abet, assist, contribute to, support, back 
Qthey started fostering children bring up, rear, 
raise, care for, take care of, look after, nurture, 
provide for, mother, parent 
-opposites neglect, suppress 
foul ►adjective ©a foul stench disgusting, re- 
volting. repulsive, repugnant, abhorrent, loath- 
some, offensive, sickening, nauseating, nause- 
ous, stomach-churning, stomach-turning, dis- 
tasteful, obnoxious, objectionable, odious, nox- 
ious. N Amer vomitous. informal ghastly, grue- 
some. gross, putnd, yucky, skanky, sick- 
making, Bnt informal beastly, Austral informal on 
the nose, poetic/ literary miasmic, noisome, meph- 
itic Qafoul mess dirty, filthy, mucky, gnmy, 
grubby, muddy, muddied, unclean, unwashed, 
squalid, sordid, soiled, sullied, scummy, rotten, 
defiled, decaying, putrid, putrefied, smelly, 
fetid, informal cruddy, yucky, lcky, Bnt informal 
manky, gungy, grotty, rare feculent ©he had 
been foul to her unkind, malicious, mean, nasty, 
unpleasant, unfriendly, spiteful, cruel, vicious, 
base, malevolent, despicable, contemptible, in- 
formal homble, homd. rotten. Bnt informal beast- 
ly © foul weather inclement, unpleasant, dis- 
agreeable, bad, rough, stormy, squally, gusty, 
windy, blustery, wild, blowy, rainy, wet, Bnt in- 
formal filthy Qfoul dnrikmg water * contaminated. 
polluted, infected, tainted, impure, filthy, dirty, 
unclean, rare feculent ©a foul deed evil, 
wicked, bad, wrong, immoral, sinful, vile, dis- 
honourable, corrupt, iniquitous, depraved, vil- 
lainous, nefarious, vicious, malicious, malevo- 
lent, sinister, demonic, devilish, diabolical, 
fiendish, dark, monstrous, shocking, despic- 
able, atrocious, heinous, odious, contemptible, 
homble, execrable, informal low-down, dirty 
Qfoul language, vulgar, crude, coarse, filthy, 
dirty, obscene, indecent, indelicate, naughty, 
lewd, suggestive, smutty, ribald, salacious, 
scatological, offensive, abusive; informal blue, 
©a foul tackle’ unfair, illegal, unsporting, un- 
sportsmanlike, below the belt, dirty 
-opposites pleasant, kind, fair, clean, right- 
eous. mild. fair. 

► vtfb Qthe river had been fouled with waste: dirty, 
infect, pollute, contaminate, poison, taint, 
sully, soil, stain, blacken, muddy, splash, spat- 
ter. smear, blight, defile, make filthy. Qthe ves- 
sel had fouled her nets: tangle up, entangle, 
snarl, catch, entwine, enmesh, twist 
-opposites clean up, disentangle, 
foul-mouthed ►adjective vulgar, crude, 
coarse; obscene, rude, smutty, dirty, filthy, in- 


decent, indelicate, offensive, lewd, X-rated, 
scatological, foul, abusive; informal blue. 

found ►verb Q he founded his company in 1989. 
establish, set up, start, begin, get going, insti- 
tute, inaugurate, launch, float, form, create, 
bring into being, originate, develop. Qthey 
founded a new city’ build, construct, erect, put 
up, plan, lay plans for. © their relationship was 
founded on trust base, build, construct, ground 
in, root in, rest, hinge, depend 
-opposites dissolve, liquidate, abandon, de- 
molish 

foundation ► noun Q the foundations of a wall 
footing, foot, base, substructure, underpin- 
ning, bottom, bedrock, substratum ©the report 
has a scientific foundation basis, starting point, 
base, point of departure, beginning, premise, 
principles, fundamentals, rudiments, corner- 
stone, core, heart, thrust, essence, kernel 
© there was no foundation for the claim justifica- 
tion, grounds, defence, reason, rationale, 
cause, basis, motive, excuse, call, pretext, 
provocation ©an educational foundation en 
dowed institution, charitable body, funding 
agency, source of funds 

founder 1 ► noun the founder of modem physics 
originator, creator, (founding) father, pnme 
mover, architect, engineei . designer, developer, 
pioneer, author, planner, inventor, master- 
mind, poetic/ literary begetter 

founder 2 ► verb O the ship foundered sink, go 
to the bottom, go down, be lost at sea, informal 
go to Davy Jones’s locker Qthe scheme foun- 
dered fail, be unsuccessful, not succeed, fall 
flat, fall through, collapse, backfire, meet with 
disaster, come to nothing/naught, informal flop, 
bomb © their horses foundered in the nver bed 
stumble, tnp, trip up, lose one’s balance, lose/ 
miss one’s footing, slip, stagger, lurch, totter, 
fall, tumble, topple, sprawl, collapse 
-opposites succeed 

foundling ►noun abandoned infant, waif, 
stray, orphan, outcast, archaic wastrel 

fountain ►noun ©a fountain of water, jet, 
spray, spout, spurt, well, fount, cascade Qa 
fountain of knowledge, source, fount, well, reser- 
voir, fund, mass, mine 

four ►cardinal number quartet, foursome, tet- 
ralogy, quadruplets, technical tetrad, rare quad- 
rumvirate 

-related terms quadn-, tetra- 

fowl ► noun. See Ust 

fox ► noun See list 

foxy ►adjective (informal) crafty, wily, artful, 
guileful, devious, sly, scheming, designing, cal- 
culating, Machiavellian, shrewd, astute, clever, 
canny; deceitful, deceptive, duplicitous; archaic 
subtle 

foyer ► noun entrance hall, hall, hallway, en- 
trance, entry, porch, reception area, atrium, 
concourse, lobby, N Amer entiyway 

fracas ► noun disturbance, brawl, melee, rum- 
pus. skirmish, struggle, scuffle, scrum, clash, 
fisticuffs, altercation; informal scrap, dust-up, 
set-to, shindy, shindig; Bnt informal punch-up, 
bust-up, ruck; N Amer informal rough house, 
brannigan; Austral /NZ informal stoush; Law ; dated 
affray. 
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Breeds of Fowl 

CHICKENS 

Ancona 

Andalusian 

Australorp 

Bantam 

Booted 

Brahmaputra 

Bresse 

Camplne 

Cochin 

Crtvecour 

Croad Langshan 

Dorking 

Faverolle 

Frizzles 

Hamburg 

Houdan 

Indian Came 

Ixworth 

jersey Giant 

jubilee Indian Came 

LaFleche 

Lakenfelder 

Leghorn 

Malay 

Malines 

Marans 

Marsh Daisy 

Minorca 

Modern Game 

Modern Langshan 

Nankin 

New Hampshire Red 
Norfolk Grey 
North Holland Blue 
Old English Game 
Oid English Pheasant 
Fowl 
Orioff 
Orpington 
Phoenix 
Plymouth Rock 
Poland 
Redcap 

Rhode Island Red 
Rosecomb 
Rumpless 
Scots Dumpy 
Scots Grey 
Sebright 

Sicilian Buttercup 


Sllkle 

Foxes 

Arctic fox 

corsac fox 

red fox 

Spanish 

Azara’s fox 

crab-eating 

pale fox 

Sultan 

bat-eared 

fox 

sand fox 

Sumatra Game 

fox 

cross fox 

Samson fox 

Sussex 

Blanford*s 

fennec 

sliver fox 

Transytvanlan Naked 

fox 

grey fox 

swift fox 

Necks 

blue fox 

hoary fox 

zorro 

Welsummer 

Colpeo fox 

kit fox 


Wyandotte 

Yokohama 

ornery; Austral /NZ informal 

snaky ©the ft 


DUCKS 

Aylesbury 

Black East Indian 

Cayuga 

Crested 

Indian Runner 

Khald Campbell 

Magpie 

Muscovy 

Oiplngton 

Rouen 

Welsh Harlequin 
Whalesbury 

CEfSC 

Brecon Buff 

Chinese 

Embden 

Pilgrim 

Roman 

Sebastopol 

Toulouse 

CUINEAFOWL 

Lavender 
Pearl Grey 
White 

TURKEYS 

Black Norfolk 
Bourbon Red 
Broad-Breasted Bronze 
Broad-Breasted White 
Cambridge Bronze 
Mammoth Bronze 
Narragansett 
Nicholas 
White Austrian 
White Holland 


fraction ► noun Q a fraction of the population' 
part, subdivision, division, portion, segment, 
slice, section, sector; proportion, percentage, 
ratio, measure ©only a fraction of the collection 
tiny part, fragment, snippet, snatch, smatter- 
ing, selection ©he moved a fraction closer tiny 
amount, little, bit. touch, soup^on, trifle, mite, 
shade, jot, informal smidgen, smidge, tad 
-opposites whole. 

fractious ►adjective Q fractious children ■ 
grumpy, bad-tempered, irascible, untable, crot- 
chety, grouchy, cantankerous, short-tempered, 
tetchy, testy, curmudgeonly, ill-tempered, ill- 
humoured, peevish, cross, pettish, waspish, 
crabbed, crabby, crusty, prickly, touchy; Informal 
snappish, snappy, chippy; Brit informal shirty, 
stroppy, narky, ratty; N Amer informal cranky, 


yn, VJ tin I Tfnnu, UlUUljr, U1U.UU' 

trollable, unmanageable, out of hand, obstrep- 
erous. difficult, headstrong, recalcitrant, in- 
tractable, disobedient, insubordinate, disrup- 
tive, disorderly, undisciplined, contrary, wilful. 
formal refractory, archaic contumacious 
-opposites contented, affable, dutiful 
fracture ►noun Qthe risk of vertebral fracture 
breaking, breakage, cracking, fragmentation, 
splintering, rupture See list ©tiny fractures in 
the rock crack, split, fissure, crevice, break, 
rupture, breach, nft, cleft, chink, interstice, 
crazing 

► verb the glass fractured break, crack, shatter, 
splinter, split, rupture, informal bust 

Human Bone Fractures 


Colles' fracture 
comminuted fracture 
compound fracture 
greenstick fracture 
impacted fracture 
rharch fracture 


multiple fracture 
open fracture 
Pott‘s fracture 
simple fracture 
spiral fracture 
stress fracture 


fragile ► adjective Q fragile porcelain breakable, 
easily broken, delicate, dainty, fine, flimsy egg- 
shell, formal frangible ©the fragile ceasefire 
tenuous, shaky, insecure, unreliable, vulner- 
able, flimsy 0 she is still very fragile weak, deli- 
cate, frail, debilitated, ill, unwell, ailing, poor- 
ly, sickly, infirm, enfeebled 
-opposites strong, durable, robust 
fragment ►noun Q meteorite fragments piece, 
bit, particle, speck; chip, shard, sliver, splinter, 
shaving, panng, snippet, scrap, offcut, flake, 
shred, wisp, morsel; Scottish skelf. 0 a fragment 
of conversation snatch, snippet, scrap, bit 
► verb explosions caused the chalk to fragment break 
up, break, break into pieces, crack open/apart, 
shatter, splinter, fracture; disintegrate, fall to 
pieces, fall apart 

fragmentary ► adjective incomplete, frag- 
mented, disconnected, disjointed, broken, dis- 
continuous, piecemeal, scrappy, bitty, sketchy, 
uneven, patchy. 

fragrance ►noun Qthe fragrance of spring 
flowers, sweet smell, scent, perfume, bouquet, 
aroma, redolence, nose, ©a bottle of fragrance : 
perfume, scent, eau de toilette, toilet water; 
eau de cologne, cologne, aftershave. 

fragrant ► adjective sweet-scented, sweet- 
smelling, scented, perfumed, aromatic, per- 
fumy; poetic /literary redolent. 

-opposites smelly. 

frail ► adjective Qa fraU oid lady: weak, delicate, 
feeble, enfeebled, debilitated; infirm, ill, ailing. 
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unwell, sickly, poorly, in poor health © a frail 
structure fragile, breakable, easily damaged, 
delicate, flimsy, insubstantial, unsteady, un- 
stable, nckety; formal frangible 
-opposites strong, robust 

frailty ► noun O the frailty of old age infirmity, 
weakness, enfeeblement, debility, fragility, 
delicacy, ill health, sickliness ©hts many frail- 
ties weakness, fallibility, weak point, flaw, im- 
perfection, defect, failing, fault, shortcoming, 
deficiency, inadequacy, limitation 
-opposites strength 

framo ►noun Qa tubular metal frame frame 
work, structure, substructure, skeleton, chas- 
sis, shell, casing, body, bodywork, support, 
scaffolding, foundation Qhis tall, slender frame 
body, figure, form, shape, physique, build, size, 
proportions ©a photograph frame setting, 
mount, mounting 

► verb Q he had the picture framed mount, set in a 
frame ©the legislators who frame the regulations 
formulate, draw up, diaft, plan, shape, com- 
pose, put together, fonn, devise, create, estab- 
lish, conceive, think up. originate, informal 
dream up 

■ frame of mind mood, state of mind, hu- 
mour. temper, disposition 

frame-up ► noun ( informal ) conspiracy, plot, 
trick, trap, entrapment, informal put-up job, fit- 
up. set-up 

framework ►noun Qa metal framework- 
frame, substructure, structure, skeleton, chas- 
sis, shell, body, bodywork, support, scaffolding, 
foundation ©the framework of society struc 
ture, shape, fabric, order, scheme, system, or- 
ganization, construction, configuration, com- 
position, informal make-up 

France ► noun. See list 
-related terms Gallic, Franco-, Gallo- 

Regions of France 

RCCIOM 

Alsace 
Aquitaine 
Auvergne 
Basse-Normandie 
Burgundy 
Brittany 
Centre 

Champagne-Ardenne 
Corsica 

Franche-Comte 
Haute-NormancHe 
Ile-de-France 
Languedoc-RoussHton 
Umousin 
Lorraine 
Mfcft-Pyrfetoes 
Nord-Pas-de-Calate 
Pays de to Loire 
Pkwdto 

Poitjdu-Charentes 

iWwr. , 

Rh&w-AJpes 


franchise ► noun ©the extension of the franchise 
to women: suffrage, the vote, the right to vote. 


voting nghts, enfranchisement ©the company 
lost its TV franchise warrant, charter, licence, 
permit, authorization, permission, sanction 

frank 1 ►adjective Qhe was quite frank with me 
candid, direct, forthright, plain, plain-spoken, 
straight, straightforward, straight from the 
shoulder, explicit, to the point, matter-of-fact, 
open, honest, truthful, sincere; outspoken, 
bluff, blunt, unsparing, not afraid to call a 
spade a spade, informal upfront ©she looked at 
Sam with frank admiration open, undisguised, 
unconcealed, naked, unmistakable, clear, obvi- 
ous, transparent, patent, manifest, evident, 
perceptible, palpable, blatant, barefaced, fla- 
grant 

-opposites evasive 

frank 2 ► verb the envelope had not been franked 
stamp, postmark, imprint, print, mark 

frankly ► adverb © frankly, I’m not very interested 
to be frank, to be honest, to tell you the truth, 
to be truthful, in all honesty, as it happens 
© he stated the case quite frankly candidly, dir- 
ectly, plainly, straightforwardly, straight from 
the shoulder, forthrightly, openly, honestly, 
without beating about the bush, without min- 
cing one’s words, without prevarication, point- 
blank, bluntly, outspokenly, with no holds 
barred 

frantic ►adjective panic-stricken, panic-struck, 
panicky, beside oneself, at one’s wits’ end, dis- 
traught, overwrought, worked up, agitated, dis- 
tressed, frenzied, wild, frenetic, fraught, fever- 
ish, hysterical, desperate, informal in a state, m a 
tizzy/tizz, wound up, het up. in a flap, tearing 
one’s hair out. Bnt informal having kittens, in a 
flat spin 

-opposites calm 

fraternity ►noun Qa spirit of fraternity 
brotherhood, fellowship, kinship, friendship, 
(mutual) support, solidarity, community, 
union, togetherness, sisterhood ©the teaching 
fraternity profession, body of workers, band, 
group, set, circle ©(A/ Amer) a college fraternity 
society, club, association, group, set 

fraternize ► verb associate, mix. consort, so- 
cialize, keep company, rub shoulders, N Amer 
rub elbows, informal hang aiound/round. hang 
out, run around, knock about/around, hobnob, 
be thick with 

fraud ►noun Qhe was arrested for fraud fraudu 
lence, sharp practice, cheating, swindling, em- 
bezzlement, deceit, deception, double-dealing, 
chicanery, ©social security frauds’ swindle, 
racket, deception, tnck, cheat, hoax, informal 
scam, con, con trick, np-off, sting, gyp, diddle, 
fiddle, N Amer informal bunco, hustle, gnft 
©they exposed him os a fraud • impostor, fake, 
sham, charlatan, quack, mountebank; swindler, 
fraudster, racketeer, cheat, confidence trick- 
ster, informal phoney, con man, con artist 

fraudulent ► adjective dishonest, cheating, 
swindling, corrupt, criminal, illegal, unlawful, 
illicit; deceitful, double-dealing, duplicitous, 
dishonourable, unscrupulous, unprincipled, in- 
formal crooked, shady, dirty, Brit informal bent, 
dodgy; Austral }HZ informal shonky. 

-opposites honest 

fraught ► adjective Q their world is fraught with 
danger full of, filled with, rife with; attended 
by, accompanied by ©she sounded a bit fraught’ 


CHIEF town 

Strasbourg 

Bordeaux 

Clermont-Ferrand 

Caen 

Dijon 

Rennes 

Orleans 

Rhdms 

Ajaccio 

Besangon 

Rouen 

Paris 

Montpellier 

Umoges 

Nancy 

Toulouse 

Mile 

Nantes 

Amiens 

Poitiers 

MarseWes 
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anxious, worried, stressed, upset, distraught, 
overwrought, worked up, agitated, distressed, 
distracted, desperate, frantic, panic-stricken, 
panic-struck, panicky, beside oneself, at one’s 
wits’ end, at the end of one’s tether, informal 
wound up, in a state, in a flap, in a cold sweat, 
tearing one’s hair out, Bnt informal having kit- 
tens, in a flat spin 

fray 1 ►verb O cheap fabric soon frays unravel, 
wear, wear thin, wear out/through, become 
worn © her nerves were frayed strain, tax, over- 
tax, put on edge 

fray 2 ►noun two men started the fray, battle, 
fight, engagement, conflict, clash, skirmish, al- 
tercation. tussle, struggle, scuffle, melee, brawl, 
informal scrap, dust-up, set-to, Bnt informal punch- 
up, bust-up, Scottish informal rammy, Law, dated af- 
fray 

frayed ►adjective ©a frayed shirt collar, worn, 
well worn, threadbare, tattered, ragged, holey, 
moth-eaten, in holes, the worse for wear, mfor- 
mal tatty, N Amer informal raggedy. ©his frayed 
nerves, strained, fraught, tense, edgy, stressed 
freak ► noun O a genetically engineered freak ab 
erration, abnormality, irregularity, oddity, 
monster, monstrosity, mutant, freak of nature 
0 the accident was a complete freak anomaly, ab- 
erration, rarity, oddity, unusual occurrence, 
fluke, twist of fate 0 {informal) they were dis- 
missed os a bunch of freaks oddity, eccentnc, 
misfit, crank, lunatic, informal oddball, weirdo, 
nutcase, nut; Bnt informal nutter, N Amer informal 
wacko, kook © [informal) a fitness freak enthusi 
ast, fan, devotee, lover, aficionado, informal 
fiend, nut, fanatic, addict, maniac 

► adjective a freak storm | a freak result unusual, 
anomalous, aberrant, atypical, unrepresenta- 
tive, irregular, fluky, exceptional, unaccount- 
able. bizarre, queer, peculiar, odd, freakish, un- 
predictable. unforeseeable, unexpected, un- 
anticipated, surprising; rare, singular, isolated 
-opposites normal 

► verb ( informal ) he freaked out go crazy, go mad, 
go out of one’s mind, go to pieces, crack, snap, 
lose control, panic, become hysterical, informal 
lose it. lose one’s cool, crack up, N Amer informal 
go ape, go postal 

freakish ►adjective freakish weather See freak 
adjective 

freaky ► adjective (informal). See odd senses 1. 2 
free ►adjective © admission is free without 
charge, free of charge, for nothing, compli- 
mentary. gratis, informal for free, on the house 
©she was free of any pressures unencumbered by. 
unaffected by, clear of, without, nd of, exempt 
from, not liable to, safe from, immune to, ex- 
cused of; informal sans, minus. ©I’m free this 
afternoon: unoccupied, not busy, available, be- 
tween appointments, off duty, off work, off, on 
holiday, on leave, at leisure, with time on 
one’s hands, with time to spare Qthe bath- 
room's free now vacant, empty, available, un- 
occupied. not taken, not m use 0 a citizen of a 
proud free nation : independent, self-governing, 
self-governed, self-ruling, self-determining, 
non-aligned, sovereign, autonomous; democrat- 
ic. Q the killer is still free on the loose, at lib- 
erty, at large, loose, unconfined, unbound, un- 
tied. unchained, untethered, unshackled, unfet- 
tered. unrestrained, ©you are free to leave: able 
to, in a position to. capable of, allowed, per- 


mitted Qthe free flow of water, unimpeded, un- 
obstructed, unrestricted, unhampered, clear, 
open, unblocked. Qshe was free with her money • 
generous, liberal, open-handed, unstinting, 
bountiful, lavish, extravagant, prodigal ©his 
free and hearty manner frank, open, candid, dir- 
ect, plain-spoken, unrestrained, unconstrained, 
free and easy, uninhibited 
-opposites busy, occupied, captive, mean 
► verb Q three of the hostages were freed release, 
set free, let go, liberate, discharge, deliver, set 
loose let loose, turn loose, untie, unchain, un- 
fetter. unshackle, unleash, poetic/ literary disen- 
thral, histoncal manumit Qthe victims were freed 
by firefighters extricate, release, get out. pull 
out, pull free, rescue, set free ©they wish to be 
freed from all legal ties exempt, except, excuse, 
relieve, unburden, disburden 
-opposites confine, trap 

■ free and easy easy-going, relaxed, casual, 
informal, unceremonious, unforced, natural, 
open, spontaneous, uninhibited, friendly, toler- 
ant, liberal, informal laid-back 

■ a free hand free rein, carte blanche, free- 
dom. liberty, licence, latitude, leeway 

freebooter ►noun pirate, marauder, raider, 
bandit, robber, adventurer, swashbuckler, histor- 
ical privateer, archaic buccaneer, corsair 
freedom ► noun O a desperate bid for freedom 
liberty, liberation, release, deliverance, deliv- 
ery, discharge, poetic/ literary disenthralment, his- 
toncal manumission 0 national revolution was the 
only path to freedom independence, self-govern- 
ment. self-determination, self rule, home rule, 
sovereignty, non-alignment, autonomy, democ- 
racy Qfreedom from local political accountability 
exemption, immunity, dispensation, impunity 
© patients have more freedom to choose who treats 
them right, entitlement, privilege, prerogative, 
scope, latitude, leeway, flexibility, space, 
breathing space, room, elbow room, licence, 
leave, free rem, a free hand, carte blanche 
.-opposites captivity, subjection, liability 
free-for-all ►noun brawl, fight, scuffle, tus- 
sle, struggle, confrontation, clash, altercation, 
fray, fracas, melee, rumpus, disturbance, 
breach of the peace, informal dust-up, scrap, set- 
to, shindy, Bnt informal punch-up, bust-up, bar- 
ney, Scottish informal rammy. Law, dated affray 
freely ►adverb ©may I speak freely? openly, 
candidly, frankly, directly, without constraint, 
without inhibition, truthfully, honestly, with- 
out beating about the bush, without mincing 
one’s words, without prevarication. Q they gave 
their time and labour freely voluntarily, willing- 
ly, readily, of one’s own volition, of one’s own 
accord, of one’s own free will, without compul- 
sion. 

freethinker ► noun nonconformist, individu- 
alist, independent, mavenck, agnostic, atheist, 
non-believer, unbeliever. 

-opposites conformist. 

free will ►noun self-determination, freedom 
of choice, autonomy, liberty, independence. 

■ of one’s own free will voluntarily, willing- 
ly, readily, freely, without reluctance, without 
compulsion, of one’s own accord, of one’s own 
volition, of one's own choosing, 
freeze ► verb © the stream had frozen: ice over, 
ice up. solidify. Qthe campers stifled in summer 
and froze in winter, be very cold, be numb with 



349 


freezing | friction 


cold, turn blue with cold, shiver, be chilled to 
the bone/marrow ©she froze tn horror stop 
dead, stop in one’s tracks, stop, stand (stock) 
still, go ngid, become motionless, become 
paralysed © the prices of basic foodstuffs were fro- 
zen fix, hold, peg, set. limit, restrict, cap, con- 
fine. regulate, hold/keep down 
-opposites thaw 

■ freeze someone out ( informal) exclude, leave 
out, shut out. cut out, ignore, ostracize, spurn, 
snub, shun, cut, cut dead, turn one’s back on, 
cold-shoulder, give someone the cold shoulder, 
leave out in the cold, Bnt send to Coventry, Bnt 
informal blank 

freezing ►adjective o a freezing wind bitter, 
bitterly cold, icy, chill, frosty, glacial, wintry, 
sub-zero, raw, biting, piercing, penetrating, 
cutting, numbing, arctic, polar, Siberian ©you 
must be freezing frozen, extremely cold, numb 
with cold, chilled to the bone/marrow, frozen 
stiff, shivery, shivering, informal frozen to death 
-opposites balmy, hot 

freight ► noun 0 freight carried by rail goods, 
cargo, freightage, load, consignment, delivery, 
shipment, merchandise Qthe importance of air 
freight transportation, transport, conveyance, 
freightage, carnage, portage, haulage 

frenetic ►adjective frantic, wild, frenzied, 
hectic, fraught, feverish, fevered, mad. manic, 
hyperactive, energetic, intense, fast and furi- 
ous. turbulent, tumultuous 
-opposites calm 

frenzied ► adjective frantic, wild, frenetic, 
hectic, fraught, fevensh. fevered, mad, crazed, 
manic, intense, fiinous. uncontrolled, out of 
control. 

-opposites calm 

frenzy ► noun O the crowd worked themselves into 
a state of frenzy hysteria, madness, mania, de- 
mentedness, delinum. fevenshness, fever, wild- 
ness. agitation, turmoil, tumult, wild excite- 
ment, euphona, elation, ecstasy ©a frenzy of 
anger fit, paroxysm, spasm, bout 

frequency ►noun rate of occurrence, inci- 
dence, amount, commonness, prevalence, Statis- 
tics distribution 

frequent ► adjective Q frequent bouts of chest in- 
fection recurrent, recurring, repeated, period- 
ic, contmual, one after another, successive, 
many, numerous, lots of, several © a frequent 
business traveller habitual, regular 
-opposites occasional 

► verb he frequented chic supper clubs visit, patron- 
ize, spend time in, visit regularly, be a regular 
visitor to. haunt, informal hang out at 

frequenter ►noun habitue, patron, regular, 
regular visitor, regular customer, regular cli- 
ent, familiar face. 

frequently ►adverb regularly, often, very 
often, all the time, habitually, customarily, 
routinely, many times, many a time, iots of 
times, again and again, time and again, over 
and over again, repeatedly, recurrently, con- 
tinually; N Amer oftentimes, poetic /literary oft, 
oft-times. 

fresh ►adjective Q fresh fruit : newly picked, 
garden-fresh, cnsp, unwilted; raw, natural, un- 
processed. ©a fresh sheet of paper’ clean, blank, 
empty, clear, white; unused, new, pristine, un- 
marked, untouched. © a fresh approach: new, re- 


cent. latest, up to date, modem, modernistic, 
ultra-modem, newfangled, original, novel, dif- 
ferent. innovative, unusual, unconventional, 
unorthodox, radical, revolutionary; informal off- 
beat. © fresh recruits young, youthful, new, in- 
experienced, naive, untrained, unqualified, un- 
tried, raw; informal wet behind the ears. 0 he felt 
fresh and happy to be alive refreshed, rested, re- 
stored, revived; (as) fresh as a daisy, energetic, 
vigorous, invigorated, full of vim and vigour, 
lively, vibrant, spry, sprightly, bnght, alert, 
perky, informal full of beans, ranng to go. 
bnght-eyed and bushy-tailed, chirpy, chipper 
0 her fresh complexion healthy, healthy-looking. 
clear, bnght, youthful, blooming, glowing, un- 
blemished, fair, rosy, rosy-cheeked, pink, 
ruddy © the night air was fresh cool, cnsp, re- 
freshing, invigorating, tonic, pure, clean, clear, 
uncontaminated, untainted ©a fresh wind 
chilly, chill, cool, cold, bnsk, bracing, invigor- 
ating, strong, informal nippy, Bnt informal parky 
0 ( informal) that young man has been getting a little 
too fresh, impudent, impertinent, insolent, pre- 
sumptuous, forward, cheeky, disrespectful, 
rude, brazen, shameless, pert, bold, (as) bold as 
brass, informal brass-necked, lippy, mouthy, 
saucy, N Amer informal sassy 
-opposites stale, old, tired, warm 

freshen ► verb © the cold water freshened him 
refresh, revitalize, restore, revive, wake up. 
rouse, enliven, liven up, energize, brace, invig- 
orate, informal buck up. pep up ©he opened a 
window to freshen the room ventilate, air, aerate, 
oxygenate, deodorize, purify, cleanse, refresh, 
cool ©she went to freshen up before dinner have 
a wash, wash oneself, bathe, shower, tidy one- 
self (up), spruce oneself up. smarten oneself 
up, groom oneself, primp oneself. N Amer wash 
up. informal titivate oneself, do oneself up, doll 
oneself up, Bnt informal tart oneself up, formal or 
humorous perform one’s ablutions ©(N Amer) 
the waitress freshened their coffee refill, top up, 
fill up, replenish 

freshman, freshwoman ►noun first- 
year student, undergraduate, newcomer, new 
recruit, starter, probationer, beginner, learner, 
novice, N Amer tenderfoot, informal undergrad, 
rookie, Bnt informal fresher, N Amer informal 
greenhorn 

fret ► verb Qshe was fretting about Jonathan 
worry, be anxious, feel uneasy, be distressed, 
be upset, upset oneself, concern oneself; agon- 
ize, sigh, pine, brood, eat one’s heart out ©his 
absence began to fret her: trouble, bother, con- 
cern, perturb, thsturb, disquiet, disconcert, dis- 
tress, upset, alarm, panic, agitate, informal eat 
away at 

fretful ►adjective distressed, upset, miserable, 
unsettled, uneasy, ill at ease, uncomfortable, 
edgy, agitated, worked up, tense, stressed, rest- 
ive. fidgety, querulous, irritable, cross, frac- 
tious, peevish, petulant, out of sorts, bad- 
tempered, irascible, grumpy, crotchety, cap- 
tious, testy, tetchy, N Amer informal cranky; infor- 
mal het up, uptight, twitchy, crabby 

friable ►adjective crumbly, easily crumbled, 
powdery, dusty, chalky, soft, dry, cnsp, bnttle 

friar ► noun monk, brother, religious, coenobite, 
contemplative; pnor, abbot. 

friction ►noun ©a lubrication system which re- 
duces friction- abrasion, rubbing, chafing, grat- 
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mg, rasping, scraping; resistance, drag Q there 
was considerable friction between father and son 
discord, strife, conflict, disagreement, dissen- 
sion, dissent, opposition, contention, dispute, 
disputation, arguing, argument, quarrelling, 
bickering, squabbling, wrangling, fighting, 
feuding, rivalry, hostility, animosity, antipathy, 
enmity, antagonism, resentment, acnmony, 
bitterness, bad feeling, ill feeling, ill will, bad 
blood 

-opposites harmony 

friend ► noun Qa close friend companion, boon 
companion, bosom friend, best friend, intim- 
ate. confidante, confidant, familiar, soul mate, 
alter ego, second self, playmate, playfellow, 
classmate, schoolmate, workmate, ally, associ- 
ate, sister, brother, informal pal, chum, sidekick, 
crony, mam man; Brit informal mate, china, 
mucker. N English informal marrow, marra, N 
Amer informal buddy, amigo, compadre, home- 
boy; archaic compeer 0 the friends of the Royal Bo- 
tanic Garden patron, backer, supporter, bene- 
factor, benefactress, sponsor; well-wisher, de- 
fender, champion, informal angel 
-opposites enemy 

friendless ► adjective alone, all alone, by one- 
self, solitaiy, lonely, with no one to turn to. 
lone, without friends, compamonless, unbe- 
friended, unpopular, unwanted, unloved, aban- 
doned, rejected, forsaken, shunned, spumed, 
forlorn, N Amer lonesome 
-opposites popular 

friendliness ► noun affability, amiability, 
geniality, congeniality, bonhomie, cordiality, 
good nature, good humour, warmth, affection, 
demonstrativeness, conviviality, joviality, com 
panionability, sociability, greganousness, cama- 
raderie, neighbourliness. hospitableness, ap- 
proachability, accessibility, openness, kindness, 
kindliness, sympathy, amenability, benevo- 
lence 

friendly ► adjective Q a friendly woman affable, 
amiable, genial, congenial, cordial, warm, af- 
fectionate, demonstrative, convivial, compan- 
ionable, sociable, gregarious, outgoing, club- 
bable. comradely, neighbourly, hospitable, ap- 
proachable. easy to get on with, accessible, 
communicative, open, unreserved, easy-going, 
good-natured, kindly, benign, amenable, agree- 
able, obliging, sympathetic, well disposed, be- 
nevolent, Scottish couthy, informal chummy, pally, 
clubby; Bnt informal matey; N Amer informal 
buddy-buddy. Qfriendly conversation amicable, 
congemal, cordial, pleasant, easy, relaxed, cas- 
ual, informal, unceremonious; close, intimate, 
familiar. Qa friendly wind swept the boat to the 
shore favourable, advantageous, helpful, 
lucky, providential 
-opposites hostile 

friendship ►noun Qlasting friendships rela 
tionship, close relationship, attachment, mu- 
tual attachment, association, bond, tie, link, 
union 0old ties of love and friendship- amity, 
camaraderie, friendliness, comradeship, com- 
panionship. fellowship, fellow feeling, close- 
ness. affinity, rapport, understanding, har- 
mony, unity; intimacy, mutual affection 
-opposites enmity. 

fright ► noun Qshe was paralysed with flight. 
fear, fearfulness, terror, horror, alarm, panic, 
dread, trepidation, dismay, nervousness, appre- 


hension. apprehensiveness, perturbation, dis- 
quiet; informal jittenness. twitchiness 0 the ex- 
perience gave everyone a fright scare, shock, sur- 
prise, turn, jolt, start; the shivers, the shakes, 
informal the jitters, the heebie-jeebies, the wil- 
lies, the creeps, the collywobbles, a cold sweat, 
Bnt informal the (screaming) abdabs, butterflies 
(in one’s stomach) © (informal) she looked an ab- 
solute fright ugly sight, eyesore, monstrosity; in- 
formal mess, sight, state, blot on the landscape 
frighten ►verb scare, startle, alarm, temfy, 
petrify, shock chill, panic, shake, disturb, dis- 
may, unnerve, unman, intimidate, terrorize, 
cow, daunt, strike terror into, put the fear of 
God into, chill someone to the bone/marrow, 
make someone’s blood run cold, informal scare 
the living daylights out of, scare stiff, scare 
someone out of their wits, scare witless, scare 
to death, scare the pants off, spook, make 
someone’s hair stand on end. throw into a blue 
funk, make someone jump out of their skin, 
Bnt informal put the wind up, give someone the 
heebie-jeebies, make someone’s hair curl, Insh 
informal scare the bejesus out of, archaic affright 
frightening ►adjective terrifying, horrifying, 
alarming, startling, chilling, spine-chilling, 
hair-raising, blood-curdling, disturbing, unnerv- 
ing, intimidating, daunting, dismaying, upset- 
ting, harrowing, traumatic, eene, sinister, fear- 
some, nightmarish, macabre, menacing. Scottish 
eldntch, informal scary, spooky, creepy, hairy 
frightful ► adjective O a frightful accident hor 
rible, homfic, ghastly, horrendous, senous, 
awful, dreadful, temble, nasty, gnm, dire, un- 
speakable, alarming, shocking, terrifying, har- 
rowing, appalling, fearful, hideous, gruesome, 
gnsly, informal homd, formal grievous 0 (informal) 
a frightful racket awful, very bad, temble, 
dreadful, appalling, ghastly, abominable, un- 
pleasant, disagreeable, lamentable, deplorable, 
insufferable, unbearable, informal God-awful; Bnt 
mfomial beastly 

frigid ► adjective Q a frigid January night very 
cold, bitterly cold, bitter, freezing, frozen, 
frosty, icy, gelid, chilly, chill, wintry, bleak, 
sub-zero, arctic, Siberian, polar, glacial, informal 
nippy; Bnt informal parky 0 frigid politeness 
stiff, formal, stony, wooden, unemotional, pas- 
sionless, unfeeling, indifferent, unresponsive, 
unenthusiasdc, austere, distant, aloof, remote, 
reserved, unapproachable, frosty, cold, icy, 
cool, unsmiling, forbidding, unfriendly, unwel- 
coming, hostile, informal offish, stand-offish. 
-opposites hot, friendly, 
frill ► noun O a full skirt with a wide frill: ruffle, 
flounce, ruff, furbelow, jabot, peplum, ruche, 
ruching, fringe, archaic purfle 0 a comfortable 
flat with no Jhlls: ostentation, ornamentation, 
decoration, embellishment, fanciness, fuss, chi- 
chi. gilding, excess; trimmings, extras, add- 
itions. non-essentials, luxunes, extravagances, 
superfluities. 

frilly ► adjective ruffled, flounced, frilled, 
enmped, ruched, tnmmed, lacy, frothy; fancy, 
ornate. 

fringe ►noun Qthe city's northern fringe: perim- 
eter. periphery, border, borderline, margin, 
nm, outer edge, edge, extremity, limit; outer 
limits, limits, borders, bounds, outskirts, 
marches; poetic/ literary marge, bourn, ©blue cur- 
tains with a yellow fringe: edging, edge, border. 
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trimming, frill, flounce, ruffle, tassels, archaic 
purfle 

-opposites middle 

► adjective fringe theatre * unconventional, unortho- 
dox, alternative, avant-garde, expenmental, in- 
novative, left-field, innovatory, radical, ex- 
treme, peripheral, off Broadway, informal off- 
beat, way out 

-opposites mainstream 

► verb O a r °be of gold, fringed with black velvet- 
trim, edge, hem, border, bind, braid, decorate, 
adorn, ornament, embellish, finish, archaic pur- 
fle 0 the lake is fringed by a belt of trees border, 
edge, bound, skirt, line, surround, enclose, en- 
circle, circle, girdle, encompass, ring, poetic / 
literary gird 

fringe benefit ► noun extra, added extra, 
additional benefit, privilege, informal perk, formal 
perquisite 

frippery ► noun Q a functional building with not a 
hint of frippery ostentation, showmess, embel- 
lishment, adornment, ornamentation, orna- 
ment, decoration, trimming, gilding, prettifica- 
tion, gingerbread, finery, informal bells and whis- 
tles 0 stalls full of fripperies trinket, bauble, 
knick-knack, gewgaw, gimcrack, bibelot, orna- 
ment, novelty, trifle, N Amer kickshaw, archaic 
gaud 

frisk ► verb O the spaniels frisked around my 
ankles frolic, gambol, cavort, caper, cut ca- 
pers. scamper, skip, dance, romp, trip, prance, 
leap, spnng, hop, jump, bounce Qthe officer 
frisked him search, body-search, check 

frisky ► adjective lively, bouncy, bubbly, perky, 
active, energetic, animated, zestful, full of vim 
and vigour, playful, coltish, skittish, spinted, 
high-spinted, in high spints, exuberant, informal 
full of beans, sparky, zippy, peppy, bright-eyed 
and bushy-tailed, poetic/ literary frolicsome 

fritter ► verb squander, waste, misuse, mis- 
spend, dissipate, overspend, spend like water, 
be prodigal with, run through, get through, in- 
formal blow, splurge, pour/chuck something 
down the drain, Bnt informal, dated blue 
-opposites save 

frivolity ► noun light-heartedness, levity, jok- 
ing, jocularity, gaiety, fun, fhvolousness, silli- 
ness, foolishness, flightiness, skittishness, 
superficiality, shallowness, vacuity, empty- 
headedness 

frivolous ►adjective Qa frivolous girl, skittish, 
flighty, giddy, silly, foolish, superficial, shallow, 
light-minded, irresponsible, thoughtless, 
feather-brained, empty-headed, pea-brained, 
birdbrained, vacuous, vapid, informal dizzy, 
dippy, N Amer informal ditzy Qfrivolous remarks 
flippant, glib, facetious, joking, jokey, light- 
hearted; fatuous, mane, senseless, thoughtless, 
Informal flip ©new rules to stop frivolous lawsuits 
time-wasting, pointless, trivial, trifling, minor, 
petty, insignificant, unimportant. 

-oppositbs sensible, serious 

frizzle 1 ► vtrb a hamburger frizzled in the pan. siz- 
zle, crackle, fizz, hiss, spit, sputter, crack, 
snap; fiy, cook. 

frizzle 2 ►verb their hair was powdered and friz- 
zled: curl, coil, crimp, crinkle, kink, wave, 
frizz. 

-opposites straighten 


frizzy ► adjactlve curly, curled, corkscrew, ring- 
lety, cnmped, cnnkly, kinky, frizzed, permed, 
N Amer informal nappy 
-opposites straight 

frock ► noun dress, gown, robe, shift, garment, 
costume 

frog ► noun See list at amphibian 

frolic ► verb children frolicked on the sand, play, 
amuse oneself, romp, disport oneself, frisk, 
gambol, cavort, caper, cut capers, scamper, 
skip, dance, prance, leap about, jump about, 
dated sport 

► noun the youngsters enjoyed their frolic antic, 
caper, game, romp, escapade, (frolics) fun (and 
games), high jinks, merrymaking, amusement, 
skylarking 

frolicsome ► adjective {poetic / literary) playful, 
frisky, fun-loving, jolly, meny, gleeful, light- 
hearted, exuberant, high-spinted, spinted, live- 
ly, perky, skittish, coltish, kittenish, mischiev- 
ous, impish, roguish, informal peppy, zippy, full 
of beans 

front ► noun O the front of the boat fore, fore- 
most part, forepart, antenor, forefront, nose, 
head, bow, prow, foreground 0a shop front 
frontage, face, facing, facade, window ©the 
battlefield surgeons who work at the front front 
line, finng line, vanguard, van, trenches ©the 
front of the queue head, beginning, start, top, 
lead Qshe kept up a brave front appearance, 
air, face, manner, demeanour, beanng, pose, 
extenor, veneer, (outward) show, act, pretence, 
affectation 0 the shop was a front for his real 
business cover, cover-up, false front, blind, dis- 
guise. facade, mask, cloak, screen, smoke- 
screen, camouflage 0 (informal) he’s got a lot of 
front self-confidence, boldness, forwardness, 
pushiness, audacity, tementy, presumption, 
presumptuousness, cockiness, daring, informal 
nerve, face, neck, brass neck 
-opposites rear, back 

► adjective the front runners leading, lead, first, 
foremost, in first place 

-opposites last 

► verb the houses fronted on a reservoir overlook, 
look out on/over, face (towards), he opposite 
(to), have a view of, command a view of. 

■ In front ahead, to/at the fore, at the head, 
up ahead, in the vanguard, m the van, in the 
lead, lead mg, coming first, at the head of the 
queue, informal up front 

frontier ► noun border, boundary, borderline, 
dividing fine, demarcation line, perimeter, 
limit, edge, rimrTnarches, bounds 

frost ► noun © hedges covered with frost - ice crys 
tals, ice, rime, verglas, hoar frost, ground 
frost, black frost, informal Jack Frost; archaic hoar 
© there was frost in his tone, coldness, coolness, 
frostiness, ice, iciness, frigidity; hostility, un- 
friendliness, stiffness, informal stand-offishness. 

frosty ► adjective © a frosty morning- freezing, 
cold, icy-cold, bitter, bitterly cold, chill, wintry, 
frigid, glacial, arctic, frozen, icy, gelid, informal 
nippy; Brit informal parky; poetic /literary frore, nmy 
Qher frosty gaze: cold, frigid, icy, glacial, un- 
friendly, inhospitable, unwelcoming, forbid- 
ding, hostile, stony, stem, hard 

froth ► noun the froth on top of the beer foam, 
head; bubbles, frothiness, fizz, effervescence; 
lather, suds; scum, poetic /literary spume. 
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► verb the liquid frothed up bubble, fizz, effervesce, 
foam, lather, chum, seethe, poetic/ literary spume 

frothy ► adjective Qa frothy liquid foaming, 
foamy, bubbling, bubbly, fizzy, sparkling, effer- 
vescent, gassy, carbonated, sudsy, poetic/ literary 
spumy, spumous ©a frothy pink evening dress 
frilly, flouncy, lacy ©a frothy woman’s maga- 
zine lightweight, light, superficial, shallow, 
slight, insubstantial; trivial, trifling, frivolous 
frown ►verb Qshe frowned at him scowl, 
glower, glare, lour, make a face, look daggers, 
give someone a black look, knit/furrow one’s 
brows, informal give someone a dirty look 
© public displays of affection were frowned on dis 
approve of, view with disfavour, dislike, look 
askance at, not take kindly to, take a dim view 
of, take exception to, object to, have a low 
opinion of 
-opposites smile 

frowsty ► adjective ( Brrt ) stuffy, airless, unven- 
tilated, fusty, close, muggy, stifling; stale, 
musty, smelly, N Amer funky 
-opposites airy 

frowzy ►adjective Q a frowzy old biddy scruffy, 
unkempt, untidy, messy, dishevelled, slovenly, 
slatternly, bedraggled, down at heel, badly 
dressed, dowdy, N Amer informal raggedy ©a 
frowzy room dingy, gloomy, dull, drab, dark, 
dim. stuffy, close, musty, stale, stifling, shabby, 
seedy, run down, Bnt frowsty, fuggy, 
frozen ► adjective Q the frozen ground icy, ice- 
covered, icebound, frosty, frosted, gelid, frozen 
solid, hard, (as) hard as iron, poetic/ literary nmy 
©his hands were frozen, freezing, icy, very cold, 
chilled to the bone/marrow, numb, numbed, 
frozen stiff, informal frozen to death. 

-opposites boiling 

frugal ►adjective Qa hard-working, frugal man 
thrifty, economical, careful, cautious, prudent, 
provident, unwasteful, sparing, scrimping, ab- 
stemious, abstinent, austere, self-denying, as- 
cetic, monkish, spartan, parsimonious, miserly, . 
niggardly, cheeseparing, penny-pinching, * 
closefisted, N Amer forehanded, informal tight- 
fisted, tight, stingy © their frugal breakfast 
meagre, scanty, scant, paltry, skimpy, plain, 
simple, spartan, inexpensive, cheap, economic- 
al 

-opposites extravagant, lavish 

fruit ► noun O fresh fruit See list ©the fruits of 
their labours reward, benefit, profit, product, 
return, yield, legacy, issue; result, outcome, up- 
shot, consequence, effect, 
fruitful ► adjective Qa fruitful tree' fertile, fec- 
und, prolific, high-yielding; fruit-beanng, fruit- 
ing. Q fruitful discussions’ productive, construct- 
ive, useful, of use, worthwhile, helpful, benefi- 
cial, valuable, rewarding, profitable, advanta- 
geous, gainful, successful, effective, effectual, 
well spent. 

-opposites barren, futile 
fruition ►noun fulfilment, realization, actual- 
ization, materialization, achievement, attain- 
ment, accomplishment, resolution; success, 
completion, consummation, conclusion, close, 
finish, perfection, maturity, maturation, ripen- 
ing. ripeness, implementation, execution, per- 
formance. 

fruitless ► adjective futile, vain, m vain, to no 
avail, to no effect, idle; pointless, useless, 
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fig 

partridge berry 
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pear 
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ananas 
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peach 
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pumpkin 
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rambutan 

blueberry 
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raspberry 
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kiwi fruit 
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Cape 

lemon 
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gooseberry 
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sea grape 
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llngonberry 
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cashew 

loganberry 

sharon fruit 

apple 
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checkerberry 

fychee 

soursop 

cherimoya 

mammee 

star apple 

cherry 

mandarin 
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cherry plum 

mango 

strawberry 

Chinese 

mangosteen 

sugar apple 

gooseberry 

manzanllla 

sweetsop 
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tamarillo 
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medlar 
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cloudberry 

melon 
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coconut 

mlnneola 

tangerine 

Costard 

mombtn 
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cowberry 

mulberry 

thlmbieberry 

crab apple 

muscat 

tomatlllo 

cranberry 

musk melon 

tomato 

crowberry 

myrobalan 

Ugli fruit 

currant 

naseberry 

(i trademark ) 

custard 

nashl 

veftchbeny 

apple 

navel orange 

victoria plum 

damson 

nectarine 

watermelon 

date 

Ogen melon 
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dewberry 

olive 

currant 

durian 

orange 

whortleberry 

elderberry 

ortanlque 

wlnebeny 

feljoa 

papaya 

youngberry 


worthless, wasted, hollow; ineffectual, ineffect- 
ive, inefficacious; unproductive, unrewarding, 
profitless, unsuccessful, unavailing, barren, for 
naught; abortive; archaic bootless. 

-oppositbs productive. 

fruity ►adjective Qhis fruity voice: deep, rich, 
resonant, frill, mellow, clear, strong, vibrant. 
© ( Bnt Informal) a fruity story: bawdy, racy, risqu6. 
naughty, spicy, earthy, ribald, suggestive, titil- 
lating; rude, indelicate, vulgar, indecent, im- 
proper, dirty, smutty, coarse, off colour; N 
Amer gamy, euphemistic adult; informal blue, near 
the knuckle, nudge-nudge, raunchy; Bnt Informal 
saucy 
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frumpy ► adjective dowdy, frumpish, unfashion- 
able, old-fashioned; drab, dull, shabby, scruffy, 
Bnt informal mumsy. 

-opposites fashionable. 

frustrate ► verb Qhis plans were frustrated 
thwart, defeat, foil, block, stop, put a stop to, 
counter, spoil, check, baulk, disappoint, fore- 
stall, dash, scotch, quash, crush, derail, snook- 
er; obstruct, impede, hamper, hinder, ham- 
string, stand in the way of, spike someone’s 
guns, informal stymie, foul up. screw up, put the 
kibosh on, banjax, do for; Brit informal scupper 
©the delays frustrated him * exasperate, inorn- 
ate, annoy, anger, vex, irritate, irk, try some- 
one’s patience; disappoint, discontent, dissat- 
isfy. discourage, dishearten, dispirit; informal ag- 
gravate, bug, miff, hack off 
-opposites help, facilitate 

frustration ► noun Q he clenched his fists in Jhis- 
tration exasperation, annoyance, anger, vex- 
ation, irritation, disappointment, dissatisfac- 
tion, discontentment, discontent, informal aggra- 
vation ©the frustration of hts attempts to intro - 
duce changes thwarting, defeat, prevention, 
foiling, blocking, spoiling, circumvention, fore- 
stalling, disappointment, derailment, obstruc- 
tion, hampering, hindering; failure, collapse 

fuddled ► adjective stupefied, addled, befud- 
dled, confused, muddled, bewildered, dazed, 
stunned, muzzy, groggy, foggy, fuzzy, vague, 
disorientated, disoriented, all at sea, informal 
dopey, woozy, woolly-minded, fazed, not with 
it, N Amer informal discombobulated 

fuddy-duddy ► noun ( informal) (old) fogy, con- 
servative, traditionalist, conformist; fossil, 
dinosaur, troglodyte, Bnt museum piece, mfomial 
stick-in-the-mud, square, stuffed shirt, dodo 

fudge ►verb ©the minister tried to fudge the 
issue, evade, avoid, dodge, skirt, duck, gloss 
over, hedge, prevaricate, vacillate, be non- 
committal, stall, beat about the bush, equivo- 
cate, Brit hum and haw, informal cop out, sit on 
the fence, rare tergiversate. © the government has 
been Judging figures adjust, manipulate, mas- 
sage, put a spin on, juggle, misrepresent, mis- 
report, bend; tamper with, tinker with, inter- 
fere with, doctor, falsify, distort; informal cook, 
fiddle with. 

► noun the latest proposals are a Judge, compromise, 
cover-up. spin, casuistry, sophistry; informal cop- 
out 

fuel ► noun Qthe car ran out of Juel petrol, 
diesel; power source; N Amer gasoline, gas. See 
list at energy ©she added more fuel to the fire 
firewood, wood, kindling, logs; coal, coke, an- 
thracite. oil, paraffin, kerosene, heat source, 
©we all need fuel to keep our bodies going: nour 
ishment, food, sustenance, nutriment, nutri- 
tion ©his antics added Juel to the Republican 
cause: encouragement, ammunition, stimulus, 
incentive; provocation, goading. 

► vtrb © power stations fuelled by low-grade coal' 
power, fire, charge. © the rumours JiieUed anxiety 
among opposition backbenchers fan, feed, stoke 
up. inflame, intensify, stimulate, encourage, 
provoke, incite, whip up; sustain, keep alive. 

fug ►noun (Brit, informal) stuffiness, fustiness, 
frowstiness, staleness, stuffy atmosphere. 


fuggy ► adjactiva (Bnt informal) stuffy, smoky, 
close, muggy, stale, fusty, unventilated, airless, 
stifling, heavy 
-opposites airy. 

fugitive ► noun a hunted fugitive: escapee, run- 
away, deserter, absconder; refugee. 

► adjective ©a fugitive criminal escaped, runaway, 
on the run, on the loose, at large, wanted; infor- 
mal AWOL, N Amer informal on the lam. © the fu- 
gitive nature of life fleeting, transient, transi- 
tory, ephemeral, fading, momentary, short- 
lived, short, brief, passing, impermanent, here 
today and gone tomorrow, poetic/ literary evanes- 
cent 

fulfil ► verb ©he fulfilled a lifelong ambition to visit 
Israel achieve, attain, realize, actualize, make 
happen, succeed in, bring to completion, bring 
to fruition, satisfy © she failed to fulfil her duties 
carry out, perform, accomplish, execute, do, 
discharge, conduct, complete, finish, conclude, 
perfect ©they fulfilled the criteria meet, satisfy, 
comply with, conform to. fill, answer 

fulfilled ►adjective satisfied, content, content- 
ed. happy, pleased, serene, placid, untroubled, 
at ease, at peace 
-opposites discontented. 

full ►adjective ©her glass was JuU: filled, filled 
up, filled to capacity, filled to the bnm, brim- 
ming, bnmful ©streets full of people crowded, 
packed, crammed, congested, teeming, swarm- 
ing, thick, thronged, overcrowded, overrun, 
abounding, bursting, overflowing; informal jam- 
packed, wall-to-wall, stuffed, chock-a-block, 
chock-full, bursting at the seams, packed to the 
gunwales, awash ©all the seats were full' occu- 
pied, taken, in use, unavailable. ©I'm full re- 
plete, full up. satisfied, well fed, sated, sati- 
ated, surfeited; gorged, glutted, mfonnal stuffed. 
0 she'd hod a full life ' eventful, interesting, ex- 
citing, lively, action-packed, busy, energetic, ac- 
tive 0 a full list of available facilities : comprehen 
sive, thorough, exhaustive, all-inclusive, all- 
encompassing. all-embracing, in depth, com- 
plete, entire, whole, unabridged, uncut, ©a 
fire engine driven at /ull speed: maximum, top, 
greatest, highest ©she had a JuU figure plump, 
well rounded, rounded, buxom, shapely, 
ample, curvaceous, voluptuous, womanly, Juno- 
esque; informal busty, curvy, well upholstered, 
well endowed; N Amer informal zaftig 0 a full 
skirt • loose-fitting, loose, baggy, voluminous, 
roomy, capacious, billowing, ©his JuU baritone 
voice: resonant, rich, sonorous, deep, vibrant, 
full-bodied, strong, fruity, clear & the JuU fla- 
vour of a Bordeaux, rich, intense, full-bodied, 
strong, deep. 

-opposites empty, hungry, selective, thin. 

► adverb ©she looked JuU into his face: directly, 
nght, straight, squarely, square, dead, point- 
blank; informal bang, slap (bang), plumb, ©you 
knew full well I was leaving, very, perfectly, quite; 
informal dam, damn, damned, Bnt. informal jolly, 
bloody; N. Amer. mfomial darned. 

■ In full in its entirety, in toto, m total, un- 
abridged, uncut 

■ to tho full fully, thoroughly, completely, to 
the utmost, to the limit, to the maximum, for 
all one’s worth. 

full-blood *d ► acyecttva a JuU-blooded price war. 
uncompromising, all-out, out-and-out, commit- 
ted. vigorous, strenuous, intense; unrestrained, 
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uncontrolled, unbndled, hard-hitting, pulling 
no punches 

-opposites half-hearted 

full-blown ►adjective fully developed, full- 
scale, full-blooded, fully fledged, complete, 
total, thorough, entire, advanced 
full-bodied ► adjective full-flavoured, fla- 
vour-ful, flavoursome, full of flavour, rich, mel- 
low, fruity, robust, strong, well-matured 
-opposites tasteless 

full-grown ►adjective adult, matuie, grown- 
up. of age, fully grown, fully developed, fully 
fledged, in one’s prime, in full bloom, npe 
-opposites infant 

fullness ► noun O the fullness of the information 
they provide comprehensiveness, completeness, 
thoroughness, exhaustiveness, all-inclusiveness 
Qthe fullness of her body plumpness, roundness, 
roundedness, shapeliness, curvaceousness, vo- 
luptuousness. womanliness, informal curvmess 
Qthe recording has a fullness and warmth reson 
ance, richness, intensity, depth, vibrancy, 
strength, clarity 

■ In the fullness of time in due course, when 
the time is npe, eventually, in time, in time to 
come, one day, some day. sooner or later, ul- 
timately, finally, in the end 
full-scale ►adjective Q a full-scale model full- 
size. unreduced Qa full-scale public inquiry 
thorough, comprehensive, extensive, exhaust- 
ive, complete, all-out, all-encompassing, all- 
inclusive. all-embracing, thoroughgoing, wide- 
ranging, sweeping, in-depth, far-reaching 
-opposites small-scale 

fully ► adverb Q I fully agree with him complete 
ly, entirely, wholly, totally, quite, utterly, per- 
fectly. altogether, thoroughly, in all respects, 
in every respect, without reservation, without 
exception, to the hilt QJully two minutes must 
have passed at least, no less than, no fewer 
than, easily, without exaggeration 
-opposites partly, nearly 
fully fledged ►adjective trained, qualified, 
proficient, experienced, mature, fully de- 
veloped, full grown. Bnt time-served 
-opposites novice 

fulminate ►verb protest, rail, rage, rant, 
thunder, storm, vociferate, declaim, inveigh, 
speak out, make/take a stand, denounce, decry, 
condemn, criticize, censure, disparage, attack, 
execrate, arraign, informal mouth off about, kick 
up a stink about, formal exconate 
fulmlnatlon ►noun protest, objection, com- 
plaint, rant, tirade, diatribe, harangue, invec- 
tive, railing, obloquy, denunciation, condemna- 
tion, criticism, censure, attack, broadside, 
bnckbats, formal exconation, poetic/ literary philip- 
pic 

fulsome ► adjective excessive, extravagant, 
overdone, immoderate, inordinate, over- 
appreciative, flattenng, adulatory, fawning, 
unctuous, ingratiating, cloying, saccharine; en- 
thusiastic, effusive, rapturous, glowing, gush- 
ing, profuse, generous, lavish; informal over the 
top, OTT, smarmy. 

fumble ►verb Qhe Jumbled for his keys: grope, 
fish, search blindly, scrabble around © he fum - 
bled about in the dark • stumble, blunder, floun- 
der, lumber, stagger, totter, lurch; feel one’s 
way, grope one’s way ©the keeper Jumbled the 


ball miss, drop, mishandle; misfield Qhe fum- 
bled his lines mess up, make a mess of, bungle, 
mismanage, mishandle, spoil, informal make a 
hash of. fluff, botch, muff, Bnt informal cock up, 
N Amer informal flub 

► noun a Jumble from the goalkeeper slip, mistake, 
error, gaffe, informal slip-up, boo-boo, Bnt informal 
cock-up, boob 

fume ►noun Qa fire giving off toxic fumes 
smoke, vapour, gas, effluvium, exhaust, pollu- 
tion 0 stale wine fumes smell, odour, stink, 
reek, stench, Bnt informal pong, niff, Scottish infor- 
mal guff; N Amer informal funk, poetic/ literary mi- 
asma 

► verb O fragments of lava were fuming and sizzling 
emit smoke, emit gas, smoke, archaic reek 
Qblla was still Jummg at his arrogance be furi 
ous, be enraged, be very angry, seethe, be 
livid, be incensed, boil, be beside oneself, spit, 
rage, rant and rave, informal be hot under the 
collar, foam at the mouth, see red 

fumigate ►verb disinfect, punfy, sterilize, 
sanitize, decontaminate, cleanse, clean out 
-opposites soil 

fun ►noun Q I joined in with the fun enjoyment, 
entertainment, amusement, pleasure, jollifica- 
tion, merrymaking, recreation, diversion, leis- 
ure, relaxation, good time, great time, informal R 
and R (rest and recreation), living it up. a ball, 
beer and skittles. 0 she’s full of Jim merriment, 
cheerfulness, cheeriness, jollity, joviality, jocu- 
larity, high spirits, gaiety, mirth, laughter, hil- 
arity, glee, gladness, light-hearted ness, levity 
©he became a figure of fun ridicule, dension, 
mockeiy, laughter, scorn, contempt, jeering, 
sneering, jibing, teasing, taunting 
-opposites boredom, misery 

► adjective ( informal) a fun evening enjoyable, enter- 
taining, amusing, diverting, pleasurable, pleas- 
ing. agreeable, interesting 

■ in fun playful, in jest, as a joke, tongue m 
cheek, light-hearted, for a laugh, to tease, teas- 

■ mg 

■ make fun of tease, poke fun at, chaff, rag, 
ridicule, mock, laugh at, taunt, jeer at, scoff at. 
deride, parody, lampoon, caricature, satirize, in- 
formal take the mickey out of, nb, kid, have on, 
pull someone’s leg, send up, Bnt informal wind 
up, N Amer informal goof on, rag on, razz 

function ► noun Q the main Junction of the ma- 
chine purpose, task, use, role 0my Junction was 
to select and train the recruits responsibility, 
duty, role, concern, province, activity, assign- 
ment, obligation, charge, task, job, mission, 
undertaking, commission, capacity, post, situ- 
ation, office, occupation, employment, busi- 
ness © a Junction attended by local dignitaries so 
cial event, party, social occasion, affair, gather- 
ing. reception, soiree, jamboree, gala, N Amer 
levee; informal do, bash, shindig; Bnt informal jolly, 
beanfeast. 

► verb © the electrical system had ceased to Junction 
work, go, run, be m working/running order, 
operate, be operative, ©the museum Junctions as 
an educational and study centre : act, serve, oper- 
ate, perform, work, play the role of, do duty as. 

functional ►adjective Qa small Junctional kit- 
chen: practical, useful, utilitarian, utility, 
workaday, serviceable; minimalist, plain, sim- 
ple. basic, modest, unadorned, unostentatious, 
no-frills, without frills; impersonal, character- 
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less, soulless, institutional, clinical Qthe ma- 
chine is now fully functional working, in working 
order, functioning, in service, in use, going, 
running, operative, operating, in operation, in 
commission, in action, informal up and running 

functionary ► noun official, office-holder, 
public servant, civil servant, bureaucrat, ad- 
ministrator, apparatchik, Bnt jack-in-office 

fund ► noun Qan emergency fund for refugees 
collection, kitty, reserve, pool, purse, endow- 
ment, foundation, trust, grant, investment; sav- 
ings, nest egg. informal stash 01 was very short of 
funds money, cash, ready money; wealth, 
means, assets, resources, savings, capital, re- 
serves, the wherewithal, informal dough, bread, 
loot, dosh, Bnt informal lolly, spondulicks, the 
ready Q his fund of stones- stock, store, supply, 
accumulation, collection, bank, pool, mine, res- 
ervoir. storehouse, treasuiy, treasure house, 
hoard, repository 

► verb the agency was Junded by the Treasury fi 
nance, pay foi. back, capitalize, sponsor, put 
up the money for, subsidize, underwrite, 
endow, support, maintain, informal foot the bill 
for, pick up the tab for. N Amer informal bank- 
roll, stake 

fundamental ► adjective basic, underlying, 
core, foundational, rudimentary, elemental, 
elementary, basal, root, primary, prime, cardin- 
al, first, principal, chief, key. central, vital, es- 
sential, important, indispensable, necessary, 
crucial, pivotal, critical, structural, organic, 
constitutional, inherent, intrinsic 
-opposites secondary, unimportant 

fundamentally ► adverb she was, fundamental- 
ly, a good person essentially, m essence, basic- 
ally. at heart, at bottom, deep down, au fond, 
primarily, above all, first and foremost, first of 
all, informal at the end of the day, when all is 
said and done, when you get nght down to it 

fundamentals ►plural noun basics, essen- 
tials, rudiments, foundations, basic principles, 
first principles, preliminaries, crux, crux of the 
matter, heart of the matter, essence, core, 
heart, base, bedrock, informal nuts and bolts, 
mtty-gntty, brass tacks, ABC 

funeral ►noun Qhe'd attended a funeral burial, 
interment, entombment, committal, inhum- 
ation, laying to rest, cremation, obsequies, last 
offices, formal exequies, archaic sepulture 0 ( infor- 
mal ) remember, it was you who asked — it's your fu- 
neral responsibility, problem, worry, concern, 
business, affair, informal headache, Bnt informal 
lookout 

funereal ►adjective Q the funereal atmosphere 
sombre, gloomy, mournful, melancholy, lugu- 
brious. sepulchral, miserable, doleful, woeftil, 
sad, sorrowful, cheerless, joyless, bleak, dismal, 
depressing, dreary, grave, solemn, senous, 
poetic I literary dolorous Qfunereal colours, dark, 
black, drab. 

-opposites cheerful 

fungus ►noun mushroom, toadstool; mould, 
mildew, rust; Biology saprophyte. See list. 

-RELATED TERMS myCO-. 

funk {Informa!) ►noun he put us all into a funk 
panic, state of fear, fluster, informal cold sweat, 
state, stew, flap, tizzy, dzz; Bnt informal blue 
funk, heebie-jeebies; N. Amer informal twit. 


Fungi, Mushrooms, and 
Toadstools 


See aho poison, 
agaric 

amethyst deceiver 
anise cap 
armiltaria 
artist's fungus 
beefsteak fungus 
bird's-nest fungus 
black bulgar 
biewit 
blusher 
bolete 
boletus 
bonnet 

bootlace fungus 
bracket fungus 
brain fungus 
brown hay cap 
brown roil rim 
butter cap 
button mushroom 
Caesar's mushroom 
cage fungus 
candle snuff fungus 
cauliflower fungus 
cep 

champignon 

chanterelle 

charcoal burner 

chicken of the woods 

club foot 

coral fungus 

coral spot 

cramp balls 

cup fungus 

dead man’s fingers 

death cap 

destroying angel 

dryad's saddle 

ear pick fungus 

earth ball 

earth fan 

earthstar 

elf cup 

ergot 

fairies' bonnets 
fairy ring fungus 
false chanterelle 
false morel 
field mushroom 
flyagaric * 
funnel cap 
ghost fungus 
giant puffball 
grisette 

hedgehog fungus 
herald of the winter 
honey fungus 
horn of plenty 
horsehair toadstool 
horse mushroom 
ink cap 
Jelly babies 
Jelly fungus 


jelly tongue 
Jew’s ear 

King Alfred's cakes 
lawyer's wig 
mushroom 
liberty cap 
iorchel 

meadow mushroom 

milk cap 

miller 

morel 

mousseron 

old man of the woods 

oyster mushroom 

panther cap 

parasol mushroom 

parrot toadstool 

penny bun 

peppery bolete 

plums and custard 

poached egg fungus 

poison pie 

polypore 

porcelain fungus 

porcml 

portobello 

prince 

puffball 

russet Shank 

russula 

saffron milkcap 
St Anthony's fire 
St George's mushroom 
scarlet elf cup 
scarlet hood 
shaggy ink cap 
shaggy parasol 
shiitake 
sickener 
slimy beech cap 
slippery jack 
spike cap 
stag’s-horn fungus 
stinkhom 
stinking parasol 
sulphur tuft 
tartufo 

tawny grisette 
tinder fungus 
tough shank 
truffle 
tuckahoe 
velvet shank 
verdigris agaric 
wax cap 
weeping widow 
white truffle 
witches’ butter 
wood biewit 
wood mushroom 
wood woolly foot 
yellow Stainer 


► verb I'm certain he funked it * avoid, evade, 
dodge, run away from, baulk at, flinch from; in- 
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formal chicken out of, duck out of, wnggle out 
of, cop out of, get out of 

funnel ► noun Q fluid was poured through the Jun - 
nel tube, pipe, channel, conduit Q smoke 
poured from the ship's funnels chimney, flue, vent. 

► verb the money was funnelled back into Europe 
channel, feed, direct, convey, move, pass, 
pour, filter 

funny ►adjective Qa very funny film amusing, 
humorous, witty, comic, comical, droll, fa- 
cetious, jocular, jokey, hilarious, hysterical, 
notous. uproarious, entertaming, diverting, 
sparkling, scintillating, silly, farcical, slapstick. 
informal side-splitting, nb-tickling, laugh-a- 
minute, wacky, zany, waggish, off the wall, a 
scream, rich, priceless, informal, dated killing. © a 
funny coincidence 4 strange, peculiar, odd, queer, 
weird, bizarre, curious, freakish, freak, quirky; 
mysterious, mystifying, puzzling, perplexing, 
unusual, uncommon, anomalous, irregular, ab- 
normal, exceptional, singular, out of the ordin- 
ary, extraordinary, Brit informal, dated rum 
0 there’s something Junny about him • suspicious, 
suspect, dubious, untrustworthy, questionable, 
informal shady, fishy, Bnt informal dodgy 
-opposites serious, unsurprising, trustworthy 

fur ► noun hair, wool, coat, fleece, pelt. Zoology 
pelage 

furious ► adjectiv* Qhe was furious when he 
learned about it. enraged, infuriated, veiy angiy, 
irate, incensed, raging, incandescent, fuming, 
ranting, raving, seething, beside oneself, out- 
raged. informal mad. hopping mad, wild, livid, 
boiling, apoplectic, hot under the collar, on the 
warpath, foaming at the mouth, steamed up, 
in a paddy, fit to be tied, poetic/ literary wrathful 
©a furious debate heated, hot, passionate, 
fiery, ‘lively’, fierce, vehement, violent, wild, 
unrestrained, tumultuous, turbulent, tempestu- 
ous. stormy 
-opposites calm. 

furnish ► verb © the bedrooms are elegantly fur- 
nished fit out, provide with furniture, appoint, 
outfit, Bnt informal do out © grooms furnished us 
with horses for our journey: supply, provide, 
equip, provision, issue, kit out, present, give, 
offer, afford, purvey, bestow, informal fix up 

furniture ► noun furnishings, fittings, fit- 
ments, movables, appointments, effects; Law 
chattels, informal stuff, things. See lists here and at 

BED, CHAIR, CUPBOARD, TABLE. 


Types and Styles of Furniture 


Bauhaus 
Biedermeter 
Cape Dutch 
Chippendale 
Empire 

Gothic Revival 
Heppiewhite 
Jacobean 
Louis Quatorze 


Louis Quinze 
Louis Seize 
Louts Trefze 
Queen Anne 
Regency 
reproduction 
Scandinavian 
Shaker 
Sheraton 


furore ► noun commotion, uproar, outcry, fuss, 
upset, brouhaha, palaver, pother, tempest, agi- 
tation, pandemonium, disturbance, hubbub, 
rumpus, tumult, turmoil; stir, excitement; infor- 
mal song and dance, ttxlo, hoo-ha, hullabaloo, 


ballyhoo, kerfuffle, flap, stmk; Bnt informal 
carry-on. 

furrow ►noun Q furrows in a ploughed field 
groove, trench, rut, trough, channel, hollow 
©the furrows on either side of her mouth wrinkle, 
lme, crease, crinkle, crow’s foot, corrugation. 

► verb his brow furrowed: wrinkle, crease, lme, 
crinkle, pucker, screw up. scrunch up, corru- 
gate. 

furry ► adjective covered with fur, hairy, 
downy, fleecy, soft, fluffy, fuzzy, woolly, 
further ► adverb further, it gave him an excellent 
excuse not to attend furthermore, moreover, 
what’s more, also, additionally, in addition, be- 
sides, as well, too, to boot, on top of that, over 
and above that, into the bargain, by the same 
token; archaic withal 

► adjective © the further side of the field more dis 
tant, more remote, remoter, further away/off, 
farther (away/off), far, other, opposite © fur- 
ther information additional, more, extra, supple- 
mentary, supplemental, other, new, fresh 

► verb an attempt to further his career promote, ad- 
vance, forward, develop, facilitate, aid, assist, 
help, help along, lend a hand to, abet, exped- 
ite, hasten, speed up, accelerate, step up, spur 
on. oil the wheels of, give a push to, boost, en- 
courage, cultivate, nurture, foster 
-opposites impede 

furtherance ►noun promotion, furthering, 
advancement, forwarding, development, facili- 
tation. aiding, assisting, helping, abetting, has- 
tening, acceleration, boosting, encouragement, 
cultivation, nurturing, fostering 
-opposites hindrance 

furthermore ► adverb moreover, further, 
what’s more, also, additionally, in addition, be- 
sides. as well, too, to boot, on top of that, over 
and above that, into the bargain, by the same 
token, archaic withal 

furthest ►adjective most distant, most re- 
mote, remotest, furthest/farthest away, far- 
thest, furthermost, farthermost, outlying, 
outer, outermost, extreme, uttermost, ultimate, 
archaic outmost 
-opposites nearest. 

furtive ►adjective secretive, secret, surrepti- 
tious. clandestine, hidden, covert, conspirator- 
ial, cloak-and-dagger, hole-and-corner, back- 
stairs, hugger-mugger; sly, sneaky, under-the- 
table; sidelong, sideways, oblique, indirect, infor- 
mal hush-hush, shifty. 

-opposites open 

fury ► noun ©she exploded with Jury: rage, anger, 
wrath, outrage, spleen, temper, crossness, in- 
dignation. umbrage, annoyance, exasperation, 
poetic/ literary ire, choler. ©the Jury of the storm 
fierceness, ferocity, violence, turbulence, tern- 
pestuousness, savagery; severity, intensity, 
vehemence, force, forcefiilness, power, 
strength, ©she turned on Mother like a Jury: vir- 
ago. hellcat, termagant, spitfire, vixen, shrew, 
harridan, dragon, gorgon; (Furlss) Greek Myth- 
ology Eumenides. 

-opposites good humour, mildness, 
fuse ►verb ©a band which fuses rap wtth rock: 
combine, amalgamate, put together, join, unite, 
many, blend, merge, meld, mingle, integrate, 
intermix, intermingle, synthesize; coalesce, 
compound, alloy; technical admix; poetic/ literary 
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commingle 0 metal fused to a base of coloured 
glass- bond, stick, bind, weld, solder, melt, 
smelt Q(Bnt) a light had fused short-circuit, 
stop working, tnp, informal go, blow 
-opposites separate 

fusillade ► noun salvo, volley, barrage, bom- 
bardment, cannonade, battery, burst, blast, 
hail, shower, rain, stream, histoncal broadside 

fusion ► noun blend, blending, combination, 
amalgamation, joining, union, marrying, bond- 
ing, merging, melding, mingling, integration, 
intermixture, intermingling, synthesis, coales- 
cence 

fuss ► noun O what's all the fuss about ? ado, ex- 
citement, agitation, pother, stir, commotion, 
confusion, disturbance, brouhaha, uproar, fur- 
ore, palaver, storm m a teacup, much ado 
about nothing; bother, fluster, flurry, bustle, in- 
formal hoo-ha, to-do, ballyhoo, song and dance, 
performance, pantomime, kerfuffle, Bnt informal 
carry-on, N Amer informal fuss and feathers 
0they settled in with very little fuss bother, 
trouble, inconvenience, effort, exertion, labour, 
informal hassle © he didn't put up a fuss protest, 
complaint, objection, grumble, grouse, informal 
gnpe 

► verb he was still fussing about his clothes worry, 
fret, be anxious, be agitated, make a big thing 
out of, make a mountain out of a molehill, in- 
formal flap, be in a tizzy, be in a stew, make a 
meal of 

fussy * adjective ©he’s very fussy about what he 
eats finicky, particular, over-particular, fastidi- 
ous, discriminating, selective, dainty, hard to 
please, difficult, exacting, demanding, faddish, 
informal pernickety, choosy, picky, old woman- 
ish, Bnt informal faddy, N Amer informal persnick- 
ety ©a fussy, frilly b ndal gown over-elaborate, 
over-decorated, ornate, fancy, overdone, busy, 
cluttered 

fusty ►adjective ©the room smelt fusty stale, 
musty, dusty, stuffy, airless, unventilated, 
damp, mildewed, mildewy, Bnt frowsty Qa 
fusty conservative old-fashioned, out of date, 
outdated, behind the times, antediluvian, 
backward-looking, fogeyish, informal square, out 


of the ark 
-opposites fresh 

futile ►adjective fruitless, vain, pointless, use- 
less, ineffectual, ineffective, inefficacious, to no 
effect, of no use, in vain, to no avail, unavail- 
ing, unsuccessful, failed, thwarted, unproduct- 
ive, barren, unprofitable, abortive, impotent, 
hollow, empty, forlorn, idle, hopeless, archaic 
bootless 

-opposites useful 

futility ► noun fruitlessness, pointlessness, 
uselessness, vanity, ineffectiveness, mefficacy, 
failure, barrenness, unprofitability, impotence, 
hollowness, emptiness, forlomness, hopeless- 
ness, archaic bootlessness 

future ► noun © his plans for the future time to 
come, time ahead, what lies ahead, coming 
times ©she knew her future lay m acting des 
tiny, fate, fortune, prospects, expectations, 
chances 

-opposites past 

► adjective © a future date later, to come, follow- 
ing, ensuing, succeeding, subsequent, coming 
©hts future wife to be, destined, intended, 
planned, prospective 

■ In future from now on, after this, in the fu- 
ture, from this day forward, hence, hencefor- 
ward, subsequently, in time to come, formal 
hereafter 

fuzz 1 ►noun the soft fuzz on his cheeks hair, 
down, fur, fluff, fleeciness 

fuzz 2 ► noun ( informal) we’d better call the fuzz See 
police noun 

fuzzy ► adjective © her fuzzy hair frizzy, fluffy, 
woolly, downy, soft, N Amer informal nappy ©a 
fuzzy picture blurry, blurred, indistinct, un- 
clear, bleary, misty, distorted, out of focus, un- 
focused, lacking definition, nebulous, ill- 
defined, indefinite, vague, hazy, imprecise, in- 
exact, loose, woolly ©my mind was fuzzy con 
fused, muddled, addled, fuddled, befuddled, 
groggy, disoriented, disonentated, mixed up, 
fazed, foggy, dizzy, stupefied, benumbed 
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gab (informal) ► verb they were all gabbing away like 
crazy chatter, chitter-chatter, chat, talk, gos- 
sip, gabble, babble, prattle, jabber, blather, 
blab, informal yak. yackety-yak. yabber, yatter. 
yammer, blabber, blah-blah, jaw, gas, shoot 
one’s mouth off. Bnt informal witter, rabbit, 
chunter, natter, N Amer informal run off at the 
mouth 

■ the gift of the gab eloquence, fluency, ex- 
pressiveness, a silver tongue, persuasiveness, m- 
formal a way with words, blarney 

gabble ►verb he gabbled on in a panicky way 
jabber, babble, prattle, rattle, blabber, gibber, 
blab, drivel, twitter, splutter, Bnt informal waffle, 
chunter, witter 

► noun the boozy gabble of the crowd jabbering, 
babbling, chattering, gibbering, babble, chat- 
ter, rambling, Bnt informal waffle, waffling, chun- 
tering, wittering 

gabby ► adjective ( informal) See talkative 
gad ► verb ( informal ) roam, travel, flit, informal gal- 
livant. Bnt informal swan 

gadabout ► noun (informal) pleasure-seeker, 
traveller, globetrotter, wanderer, drifter, bird 
of passage, informal gallivanter 
gadget ► noun appliance, apparatus, instru- 
ment. implement, tool, utensil, contrivance, 
contraption, machine, mechanism, device, 
labour-saving device, convenience, invention, 
informal gizmo, gimmick, widget, mod con 
gaffe ► noun blunder, mistake, error, slip, faux 
pas, indiscretion, impropriety, miscalculation, 
gauchene, solecism, informal slip-up, howler, 
boo-boo, boner, fluff. Bnt informal boob, bloomer, 
clanger. N Amer informal blooper, goof 

gaffer ► noun Q (Bnt informal) being the gaffer's 
gone to her head manager, manageress, fore- 
man, forewoman, overseer, supervisor, superin- 
tendent, informal boss, boss man, head honcho, 
numero uno. number one. kingpin, top dog. 
big chief, skipper, Bnt informal governor, 
guv’nor, N Amer informal padrone, sachem, big 
kahuna © (informal) an old gaffer old man, elder- 
ly man. senior citizen, pensioner, OAP, informal 
old boy, old codger, old-timer, greybeard, gran- 
dad, wrinkly, Bnt informal buffer 
gag 1 ► verb O a dirty rag was used to gag her 
mouth stop up. block, plug, stifle, smother, 
muffle © the government tried to gag its critics si 
lence, muzzle, mute, muffle, suppress, stifle, 
censor, curb, check, restrain, fetter, shackle, 
restrict. e the stench made her gag retch, heave, 
dry-heave, informal keck 

► noun his scream was muffled by the gag- muzzle, 
tie, restraint 

gag 3 ► noun (informal) he told a few gags’ joke, jest, 
witticism, quip, pun, play on words, double en- 
tendre. informal crack, wisecrack, one-liner, 
funny 

gaiety ► noun O J was struck by her gaiety 
cheerfulness, light-heartedness, happiness, 
merriment, glee, gladness, joy, joie de vivre, 
joyfulness, joyousness, delight, high spirits. 


good spirits, good humour, cheenness, jollity, 
mirth, joviality, exuberance, elation, liveliness, 
vivacity, animation, effervescence, spnghtli- 
ness, zest, zestfulness, informal chirpiness, 
bounce, pep, poetic/ literary bhtheness ©the hotel 
restaurant was a scene of gaiety merrymaking, fes- 
tivity, fun, fun and games, frolics, revelry, jolli- 
fication, celebration, pleasure, informal partying 
-opposites misery 

gaily ► adverb Q she skipped gaily along the path 
merrily, cheerfully, cheerily, happily, joyftilly, 
joyously, light-heartedly, blithely, jauntily, 
gleefully ©gaily painted boats brightly, colour- 
fully, brilliantly ©she plunged gaily into specula- 
tion on the stock market heedlessly, unthinking- 
ly, thoughtlessly, without thinking, carelessly, 
casually, nonchalantly, ainly, breezily, lightly 

gain ► verb Ohe gamed a scholarship to the college 
obtain, get, secure, acquire, come by, procure, 
attain, achieve, earn, win, capture, clinch, pick 
up, carry off, reap, informal land, net, bag, scoop, 
wangle, swing, walk away/off with ©they stood 
to gain from the deal profit, make money, reap 
benefits, benefit, do well out of, informal make a 
killing, milk ©she had gained weight put on. 
increase in ©the others were gaining on us 
catch up with/on. catch someone up, catch, 
close in on, near ©we gained the ndge reach, 
arrive at, get to, come to, make, attain, set foot 
on, informal hit 
-OPPOSITES lose 

► noun © his gain from the deal profit, advantage, 
benefit, reward, percentage, takings, yield, re- 
turn. winnings, receipts, proceeds, dividend, 
interest, informal pickings, cut. take, rake-off. 

• slice of the cake, Bnt informal whack ©a price 
gain of 7 5 per cent, increase, nse, increment, 
augmentation, addition 
-opposites loss, decrease 

■ gain time play for time, stall, procrastinate, 
delay, temporize, hold back, hang back, hang 
fire, dally, drag one’s feet 

gainful ►adjective profitable, paid, well paid, 
remunerative, lucrative, moneymaking, re- 
warding. fruitful, worthwhile, useful, product- 
ive, constructive, beneficial, advantageous, 
valuable 

gainsay ► verb (formal) deny, dispute, disagree 
with, argue with, dissent from, contradict, re- 
pudiate, challenge, oppose, contest, counter, 
controvert, refute, rebut; formal confute 
-opposites confirm 

gait ► noun walk, step, stride, pace, tread, way 
of walking, bearing, carriage, Bnt deportment. 
formal comportment. 

gala ► noun the annual summer gala f£te. fair, 
festival, carnival, pageant, jubilee, jamboree, 
party, garden party, celebration; festivities 

► adjective a gala occasion, festive, celebratory, 
merry, joyous, joyful; diverting, entertaining, 
enjoyable, spectacular. 

galaxy ► noun Qa distant galaxy: star system, 
solar system, constellation, stars. See list, ©a 
galaxy of the rock world’s biggest stars: host. 
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multitude, array, gathering, assemblage, assem 
bly, throng, crowd, company, flock, group 


Galaxies 

Andromeda Galaxy 
Black-eye Galaxy 
Cartwheel Galaxy 
Helix Galaxy 
Large Magellanic Cloud 
or Nubecular Major 
Milky Way Galaxy 
Plnwheet Galaxy 


Small Magellanic Cloud 
or Nubecular Minor 
Sombrero Galaxy 
Spindle Galaxy 
Sunflower Galaxy 
Triangulum Galaxy 
Whirlpool Galaxy 


gale ► noun o a howling gale strong wind, high 
wind, hurricane, tornado, cyclone, whirlwind, 
storm, squall, tempest, typhoon, N Amer wind- 
storm, informal burster, buster Q gales of laugh - 
ter peal, howl, hoot, shnek, scream, roar, out- 
burst, burst, fit, paroxysm, explosion 
gall 1 ► noun O she had the gall to ask for money 
effrontery, impudence, impertinence, cheek, 
cheekiness, insolence, audacity, temerity, pre- 
sumption. cockiness, nerve, shamelessness, dis- 
respect, bad manners, informal brass neck, lace, 
chutzpah. Bnt informal sauce, N Amer informal sass 
0 scholarly gall was poured on this work bitter 
ness, resentment, rancour, bile, spleen, malice, 
spite, spitefulness, malignity, venom, vitnol, 
poison 

gall 2 ► noun O this was a gall that she frequently 
had to endure irritation, irritant, annoyance, 
vexation, nuisance, provocation, bother, tor- 
ment. plague, thorn in one’s side/flesh, informal 
aggravation, pam, pam in the neck, bore, head- 
ache, hassle. N Amer informal pain in the butt 
0a bay horse with a gall on its side sore, ulcer, 
ulceration, abrasion, scrape, scratch, graze, 
chafe 

► verb O it galled him to have to sit m silence irri 
tate. annoy, vex, anger, infuriate, exasperate, 
irk, pique, nettle, put out, displease, antagon- 
ize. get on someone’s nerves, make someone’s 
hackles nse, Bnt rub up the wrong way, informal 
aggravate, peeve, miff, rile, needle, get (to), 
bug, hack off, get up someone’s nose, get 
someone’s goat, get/put someone’s back up, 
get someone’s dander up, drive mad/crazy, 
dnve round the bend/twist, dnve up the wall, 
Bnt informal wind up, nark, get on someone’s 
wick, give someone the hump, N Amer informal 
tee off, tick off, rankle, informal, dated give some- 
one the pip Qthe straps galled their shoulders 
chafe, abrade, mb (against), mb raw, scrape, 
graze, skin, scratch, rasp, bark 

gallant ► adjective Qhts gallant countrymen 
brave, courageous, valiant, valorous, bold, 
plucky, daring, fearless, intrepid, heroic, lion- 
hearted, stout-hearted, doughty, mettlesome, 
death-or-glory, dauntless, undaunted, unflinch- 
ing, unafraid, informal gutsy, spunky. Qher gal - 
lant companion: chivalrous, gentlemanly, hon- 
ourable, courteous, polite, mannerly, attentive, 
respectful, gracious, considerate, thoughtful 
-opposites cowardly, discourteous. 

► noun ( archaic ) Q a young gallant m red and white 
silks man about town, ladies’ man, man of the 
world, dandy, fop; informal ladykiller; Informal, 
dated gay dog. blade, swell, blood, archaic cox- 
comb. Qher amorous gallant: suitor, wooer, ad- 
mirer; sweetheart, lover, love, beloved, boy- 


friend. young man, poetic/ literary swain, dated 
beau 

gallantly ► noun Q he received medals for gal - 
lantry bravery, courage, courageousness, val- 
our, pluck, pluckmess, nerve, danng. boldness, 
fearlessness, dauntlessness, intrepidity, hero- 
ism, stout-heartedness, mettle, gnt, informal 
guts, spunk, Bnt informal bottle, N Amer informal 
moxie Qshe acknowledged his selfless gallantry 
chivalry, chivalrousness, gentlemanliness, 
courtesy, courteousness, politeness, good man- 
ners, attentiveness, graciousness, respectful- 
ness, respect, considerateness 

gallery ►noun Qthe National Gallery art gal 
lery, museum, exhibition room, display room 
Qthey sat up in the gallery balcony, cncle, 
upper circle, informal gods ©a long gallery with 
doors along each side passage, passageway, cor- 
ridor, walkway, arcade 

galling ► adjective annoying, irritating, vexing, 
vexatious, infuriating, maddening, irksome, 
provoking, exasperating, trying, tiresome, 
troublesome, bothersome, displeasing, dis- 
agreeable. informal aggravating 

gallivant ► verb ( informal) flit, jaunt, run, roam, 
wander, travel, rove, informal gad 

gallop ►verb Paul galloped across the clearing 
rush, race, run, sprint, bolt, dart, dash, career, 
charge, shoot, hurtle, hare, fly. speed, zoom, 
streak, informal tear, belt, pelt, scoot, zip, whip, 
hotfoot it. leg it. Bnt informal bomb, go like the 
clappers. N Amer informal barrel 
-opposites amble 

gallOWS ►plural noun Qthe wooden gallows gib 
bet, scaffold, gallows tree, Tyburn tree Qthey 
were condemned to the gallows hanging, being 
hanged, the noose, the rope, the gibbet, the 
scaffold, execution, informal the drop 

galore ►adjective aplenty, in abundance, in 
profusion, in great quantities, m large num- 
bers. by the dozen, to spare, everywhere, all 
over (the place), informal a gogo, by the truck- 
load, Bnt informal by the shedload 

galvanize ►verb jolt, shock, startle, impel, 
stir, spur, prod, urge, motivate, stimulate, elec- 
trify, excite, rouse, arouse, awaken, invigorate, 
fire, animate, vitalize, energize, exhilarate, 
thnll, dynamize, inspire, N Amer light a fire 
und^r. informal give someone a shot m the arm 

gambit ►noun stratagem, scheme, plan, tac- 
tic, manoeuvre, move, course/hne of action, 
device, machination, ruse, trick, ploy, Bnt mfor 
mat wheeze, wangle 

gamble ► verb Q he started to gamble more often 
bet, place /lay a bet on something, stake money 
on something, back the horses, game; informal 
play the ponies, Bnt mfonnal punt, have a flutter 
0 investors are gambling that the pound will fall 
take a chance, take a risk, N Amer take a flier; 
informal stick one’s neck out, go out on a limb, 
Bnt informal chance one’s arm. 

► noun Qhis grandfather enjoyed a gamble' bet, 
wager, speculation, game of chance; Bnt informal 
flutter, punt 01 took a gamble and it paid off 
risk, chance, hazard, leap in the dark; pig in a 
poke, pot luck. 

gambol ►verb frolic, frisk, cavort, caper, 
skip, dance, romp, prance, leap, hop, jump, 
spring, bound, bounce; play; dated sport. 
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game ► noun o the children invented a new game 
pastime, diversion, entertainment, amusement, 
distraction, divertissement, recreation, sport, 
activity See list. Qthe club haven't lost a game all 
season, match, contest, fixture, tie, tournament, 
cup tie. final, cup final, play-off ©we were only 
playing a game on him • practical joke, prank, 
jest, trick, hoax, informal lark Qhe's in the bank' 
mg game business, profession, occupation, 
trade, industry, line, line of work/business, /n- 
forma I racket 01 spoiled his little game, scheme, 
plot, ploy, stratagem, strategy, gambit, cunning 
plan, tactics, tnck, device, manoeuvre, wile, 
dodge, ruse, machination, contn vance, subter- 
fuge, informal scam, Brit informal wheeze, archaic 
shift ©he hunted game m Africa’ wild animals, 
wild fowl, big game See list 

► adjective Q they weren't game enough to join in 
brave, courageous, plucky, bold, danng, in- 
trepid. valiant, stout-hearted, mettlesome, fear- 
less, dauntless, undaunted, unflinching, informal 
gutsy, spunky. ©I need a bit of help— are you 
game? willing, prepared, ready, disposed, of a 
mind, eager, keen, enthusiastic 

► verb they were drinking and gaming all evening 
gamble, bet, place/lay bets 


Games 

See also ball game, board game, card, sport. 


keno 
liar dice 
mah-jong 


Aunt Salty 

bagatelle 

bingo 

Botticelli 

British bulldog 

bumble-puppy 

charades 

chicken 

chuck-a-luck 

computer game 

consequences 

crambo 

craps 

crown and anchor 
darts 

deck quoits 
deck tennis 
dlabolo 
dice 

dodgebatl 

dominoes 

dreldel 

ducks and drakes 
dumb crambo 
dungeons and dragons 
fan-tan 

fantasy football 

fivestones 

forfeits 

ftisbee (trademark) 
hazard 

housey-housey 

jades 

jackstraws 

Jukskd 

kabaddi 


matador 

MUD 

mumWety-peg 

nim 

pachinko 

Pac-Man ( trademark ) 
paintball 
panel game 
parlour game 
pinball 

pltch-and-toss 

poker dice 

pool 

quoits 

roulette 

round game 

shove-halfpenny 

shovetboard 

spMHdns 

spin the bottle 

Subbuteo ( trademark ) 

swy 

table football 
thimblerig 
tiddlywinks 
tipcat 
trapbali 
treasure hunt 
Trivial Pursuit 
(tr ad em ar k) 
twenty questions 
tug of war 
two-up 


gamin, gamin* ►noun (dated) urchin, raga- 
muffin, waif, stray; derogatory guttersnipe; archaic 
mudlark, street Arab. 


Children's Games 

murder In the dark 
musical bumps 


battleships 
blind man's buff 
catch 

cat's cradle 
conkers 

cops and robbers 
Chinese whispers 
foiiow-my-leader 
grandmother's 
footsteps 
hangman 
hide-and-seek 
hoopla 
hopxotch 
hunt the slipper 
I spy 
it 

King of the Castle 

leapfrog 

lotto 

marbles 


Game Birds 

black grouse 
bobwhite 
capercaillie 
duck 
francolin 
golden 
pheasant 
goose 
grouse 
gufneafowt 


musical chairs 
noughts and crosses 
pass the parcel 
pat-a-cake 
peekaboo 
peever 

piggy In the middle 

Poohsticks 

postman's knock 

prisoner's base 

ring-a-rlng o' roses 

sardines 

Simon Says 

statues 

tag 

taw 

tick-tack-toe 

tig 

tok-tokkie 


ringneck 
pheasant 
sage grouse 
turkey 
waterfowl 
wildfowl 
willow 
grouse 
woodcock 
woodgrouse 


hazel grouse 

moorfowi 

partridge 

peafowl 

pheasant 

ptarmigan 

quail 

red grouse 
ruffed 
grouse 


gamut ► noun range, spectrum, span, scope, 
sweep, compass, area, breadth, reach, extent, 
catalogue, scale, variety 

•gang ► noun Qa gang of teenagers band, group, 
crowd, pack, horde, throng, mob, herd, swarm, 
troop, cluster, company, gathering, informal 
posse, bunch, gaggle, load & (mfomial) John was 
one of our gang : circle, social circle, social set, 
group, clique, in-crowd, cotene, lot, nng. mfon 
mal crew ©a gang of workmen crew, team, 
group, squad, shift, detachment, unit. 

► verb they all ganged up to put me down: conspire, 
cooperate, work together, act together, com- 
bine, join forces, team up, get together, unite, 
ally. 

gangling, gangly ►adjective lanky, rangy, 
tall, thin, skmny, spindly, stnngy, bony, angu- 
lar, scrawny, spare, awkward, uncoordinated, 
ungainly, gawky, inelegant, graceless, ungrace- 
ful, dated spindle-shanked. 

-opposites squat 

gangster ►noun hoodlum, gang member, 
racketeer, robber, ruffian, thug, villain, law- 
breaker. criminal; gunman, terrorist; Mafioso, 
informal mobster, tough, crook, hit man; N Amer 
informal hood; dated desperado. See list. 
gaol ► noun ( Bnt dated). See jail 
gaoler ► noun (Bnt dated). See jailer. 
gap ► noun ©a gap In the shutters : opening, aper- 
ture, space, breach, chink, slit, slot, vent, 
crack, crevice, cranny, cavity, hole, orifice, 
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At Capone (American, of Italian descent) 
Frank Costello (Italian) 

Vito Genovese (Italian) 

Sam Giancana (American, of Italian descent) 
John Gotti (American) 

Reggie Kray (English) 

Ronnie Kray (English) 

Meyer Lansky (Russian, of Polish descent) 
Lucky Luciano (Italian) 

George 'Bugs' Moran (American) 

Dion O'Bannion (American) 

Dutch Shultz (American) 

Bugsy Siegel (American) 


interstice, perforation, break, fracture, nft, 
rent, fissure, cleft, divide 0 a gap between meet- 
ings pause, intermission, interval, interlude, 
break, breathing space, breather, respite, hia- 
tus, N Amer recess. Qa gap in our records omis 
sion, blank, lacuna, void, vacuity © the gap be- 
tween rich and poor chasm, gulf, nft, split, sep- 
aration. breach, contrast, difference, disparity, 
divergence, imbalance 

gape ► vert) Qshe gaped at him in astonishment 
stare, stare open-mouthed, stare in wonder, 
goggle, gaze, ogle, informal rubberneck, Bnt infor- 
mal gawk, gawp 0 a leather jerkin which gaped at 
every seam open wide, open up, yawn, part, 
split 

gaping ► adjective a gaping hole cavernous, 
yawning, wide, broad, vast, huge, enormous, 
immense, extensive 

garb ►noun men and women in riding garb 
clothes, clothing, garments, attire, dress, cos- 
tume. outfit, wear, uniform, lively, regalia, infor- 
mal gear, get-up, togs, ng-out, duds, Bnt informal 
clobber, formal apparel, archaic raiment, habili- 
ment. vestments, 

► verb both men were garbed in black dress, clothe, 
attire, fit out, turn out, deck (out), kit out, cos- 
tume, robe, informal get up, archaic apparel 

garbago ( N Amer ) ► noun © the garbage is taken 
to landfill sites rubbish, refuse, waste, detritus, 
litter, junk, scrap, scraps, scounngs, leftovers, 
remains, slops, N Amer trash. Austral (NZ mul- 
lock. ©most of what he says is garbage rubbish, 
nonsense, balderdash, claptrap, twaddle, 
blather; dross; mfomna! hogwash, baloney, tnpe, 
bilge, bull, bunk, poppycock, rot, bosh, piffle, 
dreck, Bnt informal tosh, codswallop, cobblers, 
stuff and nonsense, informal, dated tommyrot, 
bunkum 

garble ►verb MIX up, muddle, jumble, confuse, 
obscure, distort, misstate, misquote, misreport, 
misrepresent, mistranslate, misinterpret, mis- 
construe, twist 

garden ►noun cottage garden, flower garden, 
rock garden, walled garden, knot garden; vege- 
table garden, kitchen garden, potager, (gar- 
dens) park, estate, grounds. 

-related terms horticultural. 

■ lead someone up the garden path (informaf) 
deceive, mislead, delude, hoodwink, dupe, 
trick, entrap, beguile, take m. fool, pull the 
wool over someone’s eyes, gull; Informal con, 
pull a fast one on. string along, take for a ride, 
put one over on. 


gargantuan ► adjective huge, enormous, vast, 
gigantic, very big, giant, massive, colossal, 
mammoth, immense, mighty, monumental, 
mountainous, titanic, towering, tremendous, 
elephantine, king-size(d), prodigious, informal 
mega, monster, whopping, humongous, jumbo, 
Brit informal whacking, ginormous. 

-opposites tiny 

garish ► adjective gaudy, lurid, loud, over- 
bright, harsh, glaring, violent, showy, glitter- 
ing, brassy, brash, tasteless, in bad taste, vul- 
gar, unattractive, bilious, informal flash, flashy, 
tacky 

-opposites drab. 

garland ► noun a garland of flowers festoon, 
lei, wreath, nng, circle, swag, coronet, crown, 
coronal, chaplet, fillet 

► verb gardens garlanded with coloured lights fes- 
toon, wreathe, swathe, hang, adorn, ornament, 
embellish, decorate, deck, trim, dress, bedeck, 
array, poetic/ literary bedizen, caparison 

garment ► noun item of clothing, article of 
clothing, (garments) clothes, clothing, dress, 
garb, outfit, costume, attire, informal get-up, ng- 
out, gear, togs, duds. N Amer informal threads, for- 
mal apparel 

gamer ► verb Edward garnered ideas from his 
travels gather, collect, acoimulate, amass, get 
together, assemble 

► noun ( archaic ) the malt went into a gamer gran 
ary, silo, storehouse, store, storeroom, deposi- 
tory 

garnish ► verb garnish the dish with chopped pars- 
ley decorate, adorn, ornament, tnm, dress, 
embellish, enhance, grace, beautify, prettily, 
add the finishing touch to 

► noun keep a few sprigs for a garnish decoration, 
adornment, tnm. tnmmmg. ornament, orna- 
mentation, embellishment, enhancement, fin- 
ishing touch. Cookery chiffonade 

garret ► noun attic, loft, roof space, cock loft, 
mansard 

garrison ►noun ©the English garrison had been 
burned alive troops, militia, soldiers, forces, 
armed force, military detachment, unit, pla- 
toon, bngade, squadron, battalion, corps 
Qforces from three garrisons, fortress, fort, for- 
tification, stronghold, citadel, camp, encamp- 
ment, cantonment, command post, base, sta- 
tion, barracks 

► verb © French infantry garrisoned the town, de 
fend, guard, protect, bamcade, shield, secure, 
man, occupy 0 troops were garrisoned in various 
regions station, post, put on duty, deploy, as- 
sign, install, base, site, place, position, billet 

garrulity ► noun talkativeness, garrulousness, 
loquacity, loquaciousness, volubility, verbosity, 
verboseness, long-wmdedness, wordiness, chat- 
tiness, effusiveness, informal the gift of the gab; 
Bnt informal wittering, rare logorrhoea. 

gamilOUS ►adjective ©a garrulous old man- 
talkative, loquacious, voluble, verbose, chatty, 
chattering, gossipy, effusive, expansive, forth- 
coming, conversational, communicative, informal 
mouthy, gabby, gassy, windy, having the gift of 
the gab, having kissed the Blarney Stone; Brit 
informal able to talk the hind legs off a donkey. 
0his garrulous reminiscences: long-winded, 
wordy, verbose, prolix, long, lengthy, ram- 
bling, wandering, maundering, meandering, di- 
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gressive, diffuse, discursive, gossipy, chatty, m- 
formal windy, gassy 
-opposites taciturn, concise 

gas ► noun. See list 

-RELATED TERMS gaseOUS 


Gases 

See also poison. 


acetylene 

lewisite 

afterdamp 

liquefied natural gas 

ammonia 

(LNC) 

argon 

liquefied petroleum gas 

arsine 

(LPG) 

biogas 

marsh gas 

blister gas 

methane 

butadiene 

mustard gas 

butane 

natural gas 

butene 

neon 

Calor gas (trademark) 

nerve gas 

carbon dioxide 

nitrogen 

carbon monoxide 

nitrogen dioxide 

chlorine 

nitrous oxide 

chlorofluorocarbon 

oil gas 

(CFC) 

oxygen 

coal gas 

ozone 

compressed natural gas 

phosgene 

(CNC) 

phosphine 

CS gas 

producer gas 

cyanogen 

propane 

cyclopropane 

propylene 

diazomethane 

radon 

diborane 

sarin 

ethane 

silane 

ethylene 

soman 

fluorine 

steam 

formaldehyde 

sulphur dioxide 

greenhouse gas 

tabun 

halon 

tail gas 

helium 

tear gas 

hydrogen 

tetrafluoroethylene 

isobutane 

town gas 

ketene 

vinyl chloride 

krypton 

water gas 

laughing gas 

xenon 


gash ► noun a gash on his forehead laceration, 
cut, wound, mjuiy, slash, tear, incision, slit, 
split, np, rent, scratch, scrape, graze, abrasion. 
Medicine lesion 

► verb he gashed his hand on some broken glass, la 
cerate, cut (open), wound, injure, hurt, slash, 
tear, gouge, puncture, slit, split, rend, scratch, 
scrape, graze, abrade 

gasp ► verb QI gasped m surprise catch ones 
breath, draw in one’s breath, gulp, exclaim, 
cry (out), ©he collapsed on the ground, gasping- 
pant, puff, puff and pant, puff and blow, 
wheeze, breathe hard, choke, fight for breath 

► noun a gasp of dismay : drawing-in of breath, 
gulp, exclamation, ciy; dated ejaculation. 

gastric ► adjective gastric pain - stomach, mtes' 
tinal, enteric, duodenal, coeliac, abdominal, 
ventral. 

gate ► noun Q heavy wooden gates barrier, 
wicket gate, lychgate, five-barred gate, turn- 
stile; Brtt. kissing gate, ©she went through the 
gate • gateway, doorway, entrance, exit, egress, 
opening; door, portal, N. Amer entryway 


gather ►verb ©we gathered m the hotel lobby 
congregate, assemble, meet, collect, come/get 
together, convene, muster, rally, converge, 
cluster together, crowd, mass, flock together, 
formal foregather ©he gathered his family to- 
gether summon, call together, bring together, 
assemble, convene, rally, round up, muster, 
marshal Qbiick-knacks she had gathered over the 
years collect, accumulate, amass, gamer, ac- 
crue, store, stockpile, hoard, put by/away, lay 
by/m, informal stash away, squirrel away © they 
gathered com from the fields harvest, reap, crop, 
pick, pluik, collect ©the show soon gathered a 
fanatical following attract, draw, pull, pull in. 
collect, pick up ©7 gather he’s a keen footballer 
understand, be given to understand, believe, 
be led to believe, think, conclude, deduce, 
infer, assume, take it. surmise, fancy, hear, 
hear tell, learn, discover ©he gathered her to his 
chest clasp, clutch, pull, embrace, enfold, hold, 
hug, cuddle, squeeze, poetic/ literary embosom, ar - 
chaic strain © his tunic was gathered at the waist 
pleat, shirr, pucker, tuck, fold, ruffle 
-opposites disperse 

gathering ► noun ©she rose to address the gath- 
ering assembly, meeting, convention, rally, 
turnout, congress, convocation, conclave, coun- 
cil, synod, forum, congregation, audience, 
crowd, group, throng, mass, multitude, informal 
get-together, formal concourse © the gathering of 
data for a future book collecting, collection, 
garnering, amassing, accumulation, accrual, cu- 
mulation, building up 

gauche ► adjective awkward, gawky, inelegant, 
graceless, ungraceful, ungainly, maladroit, 
inept, lacking m social grace(s), unsophisti- 
cated, uncultured, uncultivated, unrefined, 
raw, inexperienced, unworldly 
-opposites elegant, sophisticated 

gaudy ► adjective garish, lurid, loud, over- 
bnght, glaring, harsh, violent, showy, glitter- 
ing. brassy, ostentatious, tasteless, in bad taste, 
vulgar, unattractive, bilious, informal flash, 
flashy, tacky 

-opposites drab, tasteful 

gauge ► noun © the temperature gauge- measur 
ing device, measuring instrument, meter, 
measure, indicator, dial, scale, display © ex- 
ports are an important gauge of economic activity 
measure, indicator, barometer, point of refer- 
ence, guide, guideline, touchstone, yardstick, 
benchmark, criterion, test, litmus test ©guitar 
strings of a different gauge size, diameter, thick- 
ness, width, breadth, measure, capacity, magni- 
tude, bore, calibre 

► verb © astronomers can gauge the star’s intrinsic 
brightness: measure, calculate, compute, work 
out. determine, ascertain, count, weigh, quan- 
tify, put a figure on. © it is difficult to gauge how 
effective the ban was assess, evaluate, deter- 
mine, estimate, form an opinion of, appraise, 
weigh up, get the measure of, judge, guess; in- 
formal guesstimate, size up. 

gaunt ►adjective ©a gaunt, greying man: hag 
gard, drawn, thin, lean, skinny, spindly, spare, 
bony, angular, raw-boned, pinched, hollow- 
cheeked, scrawny, scraggy, as thin as a rake, 
cadaverous, skeletal, emaciated, skin and bone, 
wasted, withered; informal like a bag of bones. 
dated spindle-shanked; archaic starveling, ©the 
gaunt ruin of Pendragon Castle: bleak, stark, deso- 
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late, bare, gloomy, dismal, sombre, gnm, stem, 
harsh, forbidding, uninviting, cheerless 
-opposites plump 

gauzy ► adjective translucent, transparent, 
sheer, see-through, fine, delicate, flimsy, filmy, 
gossamer-like, diaphanous, chiffony, wispy, 
floaty, thin, light, insubstantial 
-opposites opaque, thick. 

gawk ►verb ( informal) gape, goggle, gaze, ogle, 
stare, stare open-mouthed, informal rubberneck, 
Bnt informal gawp 

gawky ►adjective awkward, ungainly, gan- 
gling, gauche, maladroit, clumsy, inelegant, un- 
coordinated, graceless, ungraceful, unsophisti- 
cated, unconfident 
-opposites graceful 

gay ►adjective 0 gay men and women homosex 
ual, lesbian, informal queer, camp, pink, swing- 
ing the other way, homo, dykey, Bnt informal 
bent, poofy 0 (dated) her children all looked 
chubby and gay cheerful, cheery, merry, jolly, 
light-hearted, carefree, jovial, glad, happy, in 
good/high spirits, joyful, elated, exuberant, ani- 
mated. lively, sprightly, vivacious, buoyant, 
bouncy, bubbly, perky, effervescent, playful, in- 
formal chirpy © (dated) they were having a gay old 
time jolly, merry, hilarious, amusing, uproari- 
ous, rollicking, entertaining, enjoyable, conviv- 
ial, festive O (dated) gay ihecked curtains bright, 
brightly coloured, vivid, brilliant, vibrant, rich- 
ly coloured, many-coloured, multicoloured, 
flamboyant, showy, gaudy 
-opposites heterosexual, gloomy 

► noun in Denmark gays (an marry in church homo 
sexual, lesbian, informal queer, homo, queen, 
friend of Dorothy, pansy, nancy, dyke, les, 
lezzy, butch, femme. Bnt informal poof, ponce, 
woofter 

gaze ►verb he gazed at her stare, look fixedly, 
gape, goggle, eye, look, study, scrutinize, take 
a good look, ogle, leer, informal gawk, rubbei- 
neck, Bnt informal gawp, N Amer informal eyeball 

► noun hi s piercing gaze stare, fixed look, gape, 
regard, inspection, scrutiny 

gazebo ► noun summer house, pavilion, belve- 
dere, arbour, bower 

gazette ►noun newspaper, paper, journal, 
periodical, organ, news-sheet, newsletter, bul- 
letin. informal rag 

gear ►noun ( informal) Qhts fishing gear equip 
ment, apparatus, paraphernalia, articles, appli- 
ances, impedimenta, tools, utensils, imple- 
ments, instruments, gadgets, stuff, things, kit, 
ng, tackle, odds and ends, bits and pieces, bits 
and bobs, trappings, appurtenances, accoutre- 
ments, regalia; Bnt informal clobber, gubbins, 
odds and sods, archaic equipage ©HI go back to 
my hotel and pick up my gear: belongings, posses- 
sions. effects, personal effects, property, para- 
phernalia, odds and ends, bits and pieces, bits 
and bobs, bags, baggage; Law chattels, informal 
things, stuff, kit; Bnt informal clobber © the best 
designer gear clothes, clothing, garments, out- 
fits, attire, garb, dress, wear, informal togs, duds, 
get-up; Brit informal clobber, kit; N Amar informal 
threads; formal apparel. 

g*|t j*h ► vorb O leave the mixture to gel: set, 
stiffen, solidify, thicken, harden; cake, congeal, 
coagulate, clot. 0 things started to gel very quickly 


take shape, fall into place, come together, take 
form, work out, crystallize 

gelatinous ►adjective jelly-like, glutinous, 
viscous, viscid, mucilaginous, ropy, sticky, 
gluey, gummy, slimy, informal gooey, gunky 

geld ► verb castrate, neuter, desex. fix, N Amer 
& Austral alter, Bnt informal doctor 

gelid ► adjective frozen, freezing, icy, glacial, 
frosty, wintry, snowy, arctic, polar, Siberian 

gem ► noun Q rubies and other gems jewel, pre- 
cious stone, semi-precious stone, stone, soli- 
taire, brilliant, cabochon. archaic bijou See list 
0the gem of the collection best, finest, pride, 
prize, treasure, flower, pearl, the jewel m the 
crown, pick, choice, cream, the creme de la 
creme, elite, acme, informal one m a million, the 
bee’s knees 


Gems 

See also minerals, rocks. 


agate 

corundum 

onyx 

alexandrite 

diamond 

opal 

aimandine 

emerald 

rhodolite 

amber 

fire opal 

ruby 

amethyst 

garnet 

sapphire 

aquamarine 

girasol 

sardonyx 

beryl 

greenstone 

smoky 

bloodstone 

jacinth 

quartz 

cairngorm 

jade 

sunstone 

carbuncle 

jasper 

tanzanite 

carnelian 

lapis lazuli 

topaz 

cat's-eye 

marcaslte 

tourmaline 

chalcedony 

moonstone 

turquoise 

chrysolite 

morganlte 

zircon 

chrysoprase 

moss agate 



genealogy ►noun lineage, line (of descent), 
family tree, bloodline, pedigree, ancestry, ex- 
traction, heritage, parentage, birth, family, 
dynasty, house, stock, blood, roots 

general ► adjective o this is suitable for general 
use widespread, common, extensive, universal, 
wide, popular, public, mainstream, established, 
conventional, traditional, orthodox, accepted 
0 a general pay increase comprehensive, overall, 
across the board, blanket, umbrella, mass, 
wholesale, sweeping, broad-ranging, inclusive, 
company-wide, universal, global, worldwide, 
nationwide © general knowledge miscellan 
eous, mixed, assorted, diversified, composite, 
heterogeneous Qthe general practice usual, 
customary, habitual, traditional, normal, con- 
ventional, typical, standard, regular, familiar, 
accepted, prevailing, routine, run-of-the-mill, 
established, everyday, ordinary, common Qa 
general description broad, imprecise, inexact, 
rough, loose, approximate, unspecific, vague, 
woolly, indefinite, N Amer informal ballpark 
-opposites restricted, localized, specialist, ex- 
ceptional, detailed 

► noun. See list at soldier 

generality ►noun Othe debate has moved on 
from generalities * generalization, general state- 
ment, general principle, sweeping statement; 
abstraction, extrapolation. Othe generality of 
this principle, universality, comprehensiveness, 
all-inclusiveness, broadness, ©the generality of 
people are kind, majority, greater part/number. 
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best/better part, bulk, mass, preponderance, 
predominance, most 
-opposites specific, minority 

generally ►adverb 0 summers were generally 
hot normally, in general, as a rule, by and 
large, more often than not, almost always, 
mainly, mostly, for the most part, predomin- 
antly, on the whole, usually, habitually, cus- 
tomarily, typically, ordinarily, commonly 
0 France was moving generally to the left overall, 
m general terms, generally speaking, all in all, 
broadly, on average, basically, effectively 0 the 
method was generally accepted widely, commonly, 
extensively, universally, popularly 

generate ► verb O moves to generate extra bust - 
ness cause, give nse to, lead to, result in, bnng 
about, create, make, produce, engender, 
spawn, precipitate, prompt, provoke, trigger, 
spark off. stir up, induce, promote, foster 
0the male most likely to generate offspring pro 
create, breed, father, sire, spawn, create, pro- 
duce. have, poetic /literary beget, archaic engender 

generation ►noun o people of the same gener- 
ation age, age group, peer group 0 generations 
ago ages, years, aeons, a long time, an eter- 
nity, informal donkey’s years, Brit informal yonks 
0 the next generation of computers crop, batch, 
wave, range © the generation of novel ideas cre 
ation, production, initiation, origination, in- 
ception, inspiration 0 human generation pro- 
creation, reproduction, breeding, creation 

generic ► adjective © a generic term for two sep- 
arate offences general, common, collective, 
non-specific, inclusive, all-encompassing, com- 
prehensive, broad, blanket, umbrella 0genenc 
drugs are cheaper than branded ones unbranded, 
non-propnetary 
-opposites specific 

generosity ► noun O the generosity of our host 
liberality, lavishness, magnanimity, munifi- 
cence. open-handedness, free-handedness, un- 
selfishness, kindness, benevolence, altruism, 
chanty, big-heartedness, goodness, poetic/ literary 
bounteousness © the generosity of the food por- 
tions abundance, plentifulness. copiousness, 
lavishness, liberality, largeness 

generous ►adjective ©she is generous with 
money liberal, lavish, magnanimous, munifi- 
cent, giving, open-handed, free-handed, bounti- 
ful, unselfish, ungrudging, free, indulgent, 
prodigal, poetic / literary bounteous 0 it was gener- 
ous of them to offer magnanimous, kind, benevo- 
lent, altruistic, chantable, noble, big-hearted, 
honourable, good, unselfish, self-sacnficing 
0 a generous amount of fabric- lavish, plentiful, 
copious, ample, liberal, large, great, abundant, 
profuse, bumper, opulent, prolific, informal a 
gogo, galore 

-opposites mean, selfish, meagre. 

genesis ►noun ©the hatred had its genesis in 
something dark, origin, source, root, beginning, 
start 0 the genesis of neurosis- formation, devel- 
opment. evolution, emergence, inception, ori- 
gination. creation, formulation, propagation. 

genial ►adjective friendly, affable, cordial, 
amiable, warm, easy-going, approachable, sym- 
pathetic; good-natured, good-humoured, cheer- 
ful; neighbourly, hospitable, companionable, 
comradely, sociable, convivial, outgoing, gre- 


garious, informal chummy, pally; Brit informal 
matey 

-opposites unfriendly 

genitals ► plural noun private parts, genitalia, 
sexual organs, reproductive organs, pudenda, 
crotch, groin, informal naughty bits, privates, eu- 
phemistic nether regions 

genius ►noun Qthe world knew of his genius 
brilliance, intelligence, intellect, ability, clev- 
erness. brains, erudition, wisdom, fine mind, 
artistry, flair 0 he has a genius for organization - 
talent , gift, flair, aptitude, facility, knack, 
bent, ability, expertise, capacity, faculty, 
strength, forte, brilliance, skill, artistry ©he is 
a genius brilliant person, gifted person, mas- 
termind, Einstein, intellectual, great intellect, 
brain, prodigy, informal egghead, bright spark, 
Bnt informal brainbox, clever clogs, N Amer infor- 
mal brainiac, rocket scientist 
-opposites stupidity, dunce 
genocide ►noun MASS murder, mass homi- 
cide, massacre, annihilation, extermination, 
elimination, liquidation, eradication, decima- 
tion, butchery, bloodletting; pogrom, ethnic 
cleansing, holocaust 

genre ►noun category, class, classification, 
group, set, list, type, sort, kind, variety, style, 
model, school, stamp, cast, ilk 
genteel ► adjective refined, respectable, decor- 
ous. mannerly, well mannered, courteous, po- 
lite. proper, correct, seemly, well bred, cul- 
tured, sophisticated, ladylike, gentlemanly, dig- 
nified, gracious, affected, Bnt informal posh 
-opposites uncouth 

gentility ► noun social superiority, respect- 
ability. punctiliousness, decorum, good man- 
ners, politeness, civility, courtesy, correctness, 
refinement, distinction, breeding, sophistica- 
tion. graciousness, affectation, ostentation 
gentle ►adjective ©his manner was gentle kind. 

tender, sympathetic, considerate, understand- 
* ing, compassionate, benevolent, good-natured, 
humane, lenient, merciful, clement, mild, pla- 
cid, serene, sweet-tempered 0 a gentle breeze 
light, soft ©a gentle slope gradual, slight, 
easy © (archaic) a woman of gentle birth See noble 
adjective sense 1 

-opposites brutal, strong, steep, low 
gentleman ►noun MAN, nobleman, honnete 
homme, informal gent, archaic cavalier 
gentlemanly ►adjective chivalrous, gallant, 
honourable, noble, courteous, civil, mannerly, 
polite, gracious, considerate, thoughtful, well 
bred, cultivated, cultured, refined, suave, ur- 
bane 

-opposites rude 

gentry ► noun upper classes, privileged 
classes, elite, high society, haut monde, smart 
set, establishment; informal upper crust, top 
drawer; Bnt informal nobs, toffs, 
genuine ►adjective ©a genuine Picasso: authen 
tic, real, actual, original, bona fide, true, vent- 
able, attested, undisputed; Informal pukka, the 
real McCoy, the real thing, kosher; Austral./NZ in- 
formal dinkum. 0 a very genuine person: sincere, 
honest, truthful, straightforward, direct, frank, 
candid, open, artless, natural, unaffected; infor- 
mal straight, upfront, on the level; N. Amer. infor- 
mal on the up and up. 

-opposites bogus, insincere. 
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genus ► noun Q (Biology) a large genus of plants 
subdivision, division, group, subfamily ©a 
new genus of music type, sort, kind, genre, style, 
variety, category, class, breed, brand, family, 
stamp, cast, ilk 
geography ► noun. See list 


Branches of Geography 


biogeography 

cartography 

climatology 

cultural geography 

demography 

economic geography 

geology 

geomorphology 

geopolitics 

glaciology 

historical geography 
human geography 


hydrology 

hypsography 

meteorology 

oceanography 

oceanology 

orography 

physical geography 

political geography 

seismology 

social geography 

topography 

volcanology 


germ ► noun 0 tfus detergent kills germs microbe, 
micro-organism, bacillus, bacterium, virus, infor- 
mal bug Q a fertilized germ embryo, bud, seed, 
spore, ovule; egg, ovum 0 the germ of an idea 
start, beginning^), seed, embryo, bud, root, 
rudiment: origin, source, potential; core, nu- 
cleus, kernel, essence 

germane * adjective relevant, pertinent, ap- 
plicable, apposite, material, apropos, to the 
point, appropriate, apt, fitting, suitable, con- 
nected, related, akin, formal ad rem 
-opposites irrelevant 
Germany ► noun. See list 
-related terms Teutonic, Germano- 

Kates [Linder) of Germany 


state (Land) 

CAPITAL 

Baden- WOrttem berg 

Stuttgart 

Bavaria 

Munich 

Berlin 


Brandenburg 

Potsdam 

Bremen 

Bremen 

Hamburg 

Hamburg 

Hessen 

Wiesbaden 

Lower Saxony 

Hanover 

Mecklenburg-West 

Pomerania 

Schwerin 

North Rhlne-Westphalia 

DflsseWorf 

RhineJand-Palattnate 

Mainz 

Saarland 

SaarbrOcken 

Saxony 

Dresden 

Saxony-Anhatt 

Magdeburg 

Schleswig-Holstein 

Kiel 

Thuringia 

Erfurt 


germinate ► v»rt> o the gram Is allowed L> ger- 
minute: sprout, shoot (up), bud, develop, grow, 
spring up; dated vegetate, ©t he idea began to ger- 
minate: develop, take root, grow, emerge, 
evolve, mature, expand, advance, progress. 

gestation ► noun Qa gestation of thirty days : 
pregnancy, incubation, development, matur- 
ation. ©the law underwent a period of gestation 
development, evolution, formation, emergence, 
origination. 


gesticulate ► verb gesture, signal, motion, 
wave, sign. 

gesticulation ► noun gesturing, gesture, 
hand movement, signals, signs; wave, indica- 
tion; body language 

gesture ► noun o a gesture of surrender signal, 
sign, motion, indication, gesticulation ©a sym- 
bolic gesture action, act, deed, move 

► verb he gestured to her signal, motion, gesticu- 
late, wave, indicate, give a sign 

get ► verb Q where did you get that hat? acquire, 
obtain, come by. receive, gain, earn, win, come 
into, take possession of, be given, buy. pur- 
chase, procure, secure; gather, collect, pick up, 
hook, net, land, achieve, attain, informal get 
one’s hands on, get one’s mitts on, get hold of, 
grab, bag, score ©/ got your letter receive, be 
sent, be in receipt of, be given. Qyour tea's get- 
ting cold, become, grow, turn, go Qget the chil- 
dren from school fetch, collect, go for, call for, 
pick up, bnng. deliver, convey, ferry, transport 
©the chairman gets £650,000 a year earn, be 
paid, take home, bnng in, make, receive, col- 
lect, gross, informal pocket, bank, rake in, net, 
bag ©have the police got their man ? apprehend, 
catch, arrest, capture, seize, take pnsoner, take 
into custody, detain, put in jail, put behind 
bars, impnson, incarcerate, informal collar, grab, 
nab, nail, run in, pinch, bust, pick up, pull in. 
do, feel someone’s collar, Bnt informal nick ©I 
got a taxi travel by/on/in, take, catch, use 
©she got flu succumb to, develop, go/come 
down with, sicken for, fall victim to. be struck 
down with, be afflicted by/with; become infect- 
ed with, catch, contract, fall ill with, be taken 
ill with, Bnt go down with, informal take ill with, 
N Amer informal take sick with © I got a pain in 
my arm experience, suffer, be afflicted with, 
sustam, feel, have ©/ got him on the radio 
contact, get in touch with, communicate with, 
make contact with, reach, phone, call, radio, 
speak to, talk to, Bnt get on to, informal get hold 
of ©/ didn't get what he said hear, discern, 
distinguish, make out, perceive, follow, take in 
<©/ don’t get the joke understand, compre- 
hend. grasp, see. fathom, follow, perceive, ap- 
prehend, unravel, decipher, informal get the drift 
of, catch on to, latch on to, figure out; Bnt infor- 
mal twig, suss ffi wc got there eariy arrive, 
reach, come, make it, turn up, appear, come 
on the scene, approach, enter, present oneself, 
come along, materialize, show one’s face, infor- 
mal show (up), roll m/up, blow in ©we got her 
to go persuade, induce, prevail on, influence; 
wheedle into, td!k into, cajole mto © I’d like 
to get to meet him contrive, arrange, find a 
way, manage, succeed in, organize; informal 
work it, fix it. ©I'll get supper prepare, get 
ready, cook, make, assemble, muster, concoct, 
informal fix, rustle up; Bnt informal knock up 
© (informal) III get him for that: take revenge on. 
exact/wreak revenge on, get one’s revenge on, 
avenge oneself on, take vengeance on, get even 
with, pay back, get back at. exact retribution 
on, give someone their just deserts, Bnt informal 
get one’s own back on. ©He scratched his head 
'You’ve got me there '■ baffle, nonplus, perplex, 
puzzle, bewilder, mystify, bemuse, confuse, 
confound; informal flummox, faze, stump, beat, 
fox; N. Amer informal discombobulate. ©what 
gets me is how neurotic she is: annoy, irritate, ex- 
asperate, anger, irk, vex, provoke, incense, in- 
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fiinate, madden, try someone’s patience, ruffle 
someone’s feathers, informal aggravate, peeve, 
miff, nle, get to, needle, hack off, get 
someone’s back up, get on someone’s nerves, 
get up someone’s nose, get someone’s goat, 
drive mad, make someone see red, Bnt informal 
wind up. nark, get someone’s wick, N Amer in' 
formal tee off, tick off 
-opposites give, send, take, leave 

■ get about move about, move around, travel 

■ get something across communicate, get 
over, impart, convey, transmit, make clear, ex- 
press 

■ get ahead prosper, flourish, thrive, do well, 
succeed, make it. advance, get on in the world, 
go up in the world, make good, become rich, 
informal go places, get somewhere, make the big 
time 

■ get along Qdoes he get along with his family ? 
be friendly, be compatible, get on, agree, see 
eye to eye, concur, be in accord, be on the 
same wavelength, informal hit it off ©he was 
getting along well at school fare, manage, pro- 
gress, advance, get on, get by, do, cope, suc- 
ceed 

■ get around travel, circulate, socialize, do 
the rounds 

■ get at ©it's difficult to get at the pipes access, 
get to. reach, touch ©he had been got at by 
enemy agents corrupt, suborn, influence, bribe, 
buy off. pay off, informal fix, square, Bnt informal 
nobble 0 ( informal) what are you getting at 7 imply, 
suggest, intimate, insinuate, hint, mean, drive 
at. allude to Q(Bnt informal) I don’t like being got 
at criticize, pick on. find fault with, nag, 
bully, victimize, persecute, discriminate 
against 

■ get away escape, run away/off, break out, 
break free, break loose, bolt, flee, take flight, 
make off, take off. decamp, abscond, make a 
run for it, slip away, sneak away, informal cut 
and run. skedaddle, do a disappearing act, scar- 
per. leg it, Bnt informal do a bunk, do a runner 

■ get away with escape blame for, escape 
punishment for 

■ get back return, come home, come back 

■ get something back retrieve, regain, win 
back, recover, recoup, reclaim, repossess, re- 
capture, redeem, find (again), trace 

■ get back at take revenge on, exact/wreak 
revenge on. avenge oneself on, take vengeance 
on, get even with, pay back, retaliate on/ 
against, exact retribution on, give someone 
their just deserts, Bnt informal get one’s own 
back on 

■ get someone down depress, sadden, make 
unhappy, make gloomy, dispirit, dishearten, 
demoralize, discourage, crush, weigh down, op- 
press; upset, distress; informal give someone the 
blues, make someone fed up 

■ get by manage, cope, survive, exist, subsist, 
muddle through/along, scrape by, make ends 
meet, make do, keep the wolf from the door, 
informal make out 

■ get off O Sally got off the bus: alight (from), 
step off, dismount (from), descend (from), dis- 
embark (from), leave, exit ©(informs/) he was ar- 
rested but got off: escape punishment, be acquit- 
ted, be absolved, be cleared, be exonerated 

■ get on Owe got on the train, board, enter, 
step aboard, climb on. mount, ascend, catch; im 
formal hop on. jump on ©how are you getting 


on? fare, manage, progress, get along, do, 
cope, get by. survive, muddle through/along, 
succeed, prosper, informal make out. ©he got on 
with his job continue, proceed, go ahead, carry 
on, go on, press on, persist, persevere, keep at, 
informal stick with/at Owe don’t get on See get 
along sense 1 

■ get out O the prisoners got out See get away 
© the news got out become known, become 
common knowledge, come to light, emerge, 
transpire, come out, be uncovered, be revealed, 
be divulged, be disclosed, be reported, be re- 
leased, leak out 

■ get out of evade, dodge, shirk, avoid, es- 
cape, sidestep, informal duck (out of), wnggle out 
of, cop out of, Austral / NZ informal duck-shove 

■ get over Q I have just got over flu recover 
from, recuperate from, get better after, shrug 
off, survive ©we tried to get over this problem 
overcome, surmount, get the better of, master, 
get round, find an/the answer to, get a grip on, 
deal with, cope with, sort out, take care of. 
crack, nse above, informal lick 

■ get something over. See get something 
across 

■ get round someone cajole, persuade, 
wheedle, coax, prevail on, win over, bring 
round, sway, beguile, charm, inveigle, influ- 
ence, woo, informal sweet-talk, soft-soap, buttei 
up, twist someone’s arm 

■ get together Qget together the best writers 
collect, gather, assemble, bnng together, 
rally, muster, marshal, congregate, convene, 
amass, formal convoke ©we must get together 
soon meet (up), rendezvous, see each other, so- 
cialize 

■ get up get out of bed, nse, stir, rouse one- 
self, informal surface, formal arise 

■ get someone up ( informal) dress, clothe, at- 
tire. garb, fit out, turn out, deck (out), tnck 
out/up, costume, array, robe, informal doll up, an 
chaic apparel 

getaway ► noun escape, breakout, bolt for 
freedom, flight, disappearance, vanishing act, 
Bnt informal flit 

get-together ► noun party, meeting, gather- 
ing, social event, informal do, bash; Bnt mfonnal 
rave-up, knees-up, jolly, bunfight, beano 

get-up ► noun ( informal) outfit, clothes, costume, 
ensemble, suit, clothing, dress, attire, gar- 
ments, garb, informal gear, togs, duds, Bnt informal 
clobber, ng-out, N Amer informal threads, formal 
apparel 

get-Up-and-go ►noun {informal) drive, initia- 
tive, enterprise, enthusiasm, eagerness, ambi- 
tion, motivation, dynamism, eneigy. gusto, vig- 
our, vitality, verve, fire, fervour, zeal, commit- 
ment, spirit; informal gumption, oomph, vim. 
pep 

-opposites apathy. 

ghastly ►adjective Qa ghastly stabbing: ter- 
rible, frightful, horrible, grim, awful, dire; 
frightening, terrifying, horrifying, alarming, 
distressing, shocking, appalling, harrowing, 
dreadful, horrendous, monstrous, gruesome, 
gnsly. © (informal) a ghastly building unpleasant, 
objectionable, disagreeable, distasteful, awful, 
terrible, dreadful, frightful, detestable, insuffer- 
able, vile; informal horrible, horrid. Qthe patient 
feels ghastly, ill, unwell, peaky, poorly; sick, 
queasy, nauseous, Bnt off colour, informal rough. 
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lousy, rotten, temble, awful, dreadful, Bnt mfor - 
mal grotty, ropy, Scottish informal peely-wally, 
Austral JNZ informal crook O fl ghostly pallor pale, 
white, pallid, pasty, wan, bloodless, peaky, 
ashen, grey, waxy, blanched, drained, pinched, 
green, sickly, informal like death wanned up 
-opposites pleasant, charming, fine, healthy 

ghost ►noun Qhis ghost haunts the crypt 
spectre, phantom, wraith, spint, presence, ap- 
pantion, informal spook ©the ghost of a smile 
trace, hint, suggestion, impression, suspicion, 
tinge, glimmer, semblance, shadow, whisper 

ghostly ►adjective spectral, ghostlike, 
phantom, wraithhke, unearthly, unnatural, 
supernatural, insubstantial, shadowy, eene, 
weird, uncanny, frightening, spine-chilling, 
hair-raising, blood-curdling, terrifying, chilling, 
sinister, informal creepy, scary, spooky, poetic/ 
literary phantasmal, phantasmic 

ghoulish ► adjective macabre, gnsly. grue- 
some, grotesque, ghastly, unhealthy, horrible, 
unwholesome 

giant ► noun the forest giant had died colossus, 
man mountain, behemoth, Brobdingnagian, 
mammoth, monster, informal jumbo See list 
-oppositfs dwarf 

► adjective u giant vacuum cleaner huge, colossal, 
massive, enormous, gigantic, very big, mam- 
moth, vast, immense, monumental, mountain- 
ous, titanic, towering, elephantine, king-size(d), 
gargantuan, Brobdingnagian, substantial, hefty, 
informal mega, monster, whopping, humongous, 
jumbo, hulking, bumper. Bnt informal ginor- 
mous 

-opposites miniature 


Giants 


Antaeus 

Fasolt 

Mimas 

Atlas 

Gargantua 

Orion 

Blunderbore 

Gog 

Pantagruel 

Brfareus 

Goliath 

Polyphemus 

Cyclops 

jotun 

Ymir 

Enceladus 

King Kong 


Fafner 

Magog 



gibber ►verb prattle, babble, ramble, drivel, 
jabber, gabble, burble, twitter, flannel, mutter, 
mumble, informal yammer, blabber, jibber- 
jabber, blather, blether, Bnt informal witter, 
chunter 

gibberish ►noun nonsense, rubbish, balder- 
dash. blather, blether, informal dnvel, gobblede- 
gook, mumbo-jumbo, tnpe, hogwash, baloney, 
bilge, bosh. bull, bunk, guff, eyewash, piffle, 
twaddle, poppycock, Bnt informal cobblers, cods- 
wallop, double Dutch, tosh, cack; N Amer mfor 
mal garbage, blathers, applesauce, 
gibe ► noun & verb. See jibe 
giddiness ►noun dizziness, light-headedness; 
faintness, unsteadiness, shakiness, wobbhness, 
informal wooziness, legs like jelly 
giddy ► adjective ©she giddy’ dizzy, light- 
headed, faint, weak, vertiginous, unsteady, 
shaky, wobbly, reeling; informal woozy. ©she was 
young and giddy, flighty, silly, frivolous, skit- 
tish, irresponsible, flippant, whimsical, capri- 
cious; feather-brained, scatty, thoughtless, 
heedless, carefree; informal dippy; N Amer informal 
ditzy. 


-opposites steady, sensible 
gift ► noun Qhe gave the staff a gift present, 
handout, donation, offering, bestowal, bonus, 
award, endowment, tip, gratuity, baksheesh, 
largesse, informal prezzie, freebie, perk, formal 
benefaction ©a gift for melody talent, flair, 
aptitude, facility, knack, bent, ability, expert- 
ise, capacity, capability, faculty, endowment, 
strength, genius, brilliance, skill, artistry 

► verb he gifted a composition to the orchestra pres 
ent, give, bestow, confer, donate, endow, 
award, accord, grant, hand over, make over 

gifted ► adjective talented, skilful, skilled, ac- 
complished, expert, consummate, masterfly), 
first-rate, able, apt, adept, proficient, intelli- 
gent, clever, bright, brilliant, precocious, mfor 
mal ciack, top-notch, ace 
-opposites inept 

gigantic ►adjective huge, enormous, vast, ex- 
tensive, very big, very large, giant, massive, 
colossal, mammoth, immense, monumental, 
mountamous, titanic, towering, elephantine, 
kmg-size(d), gargantuan, informal mega, monster, 
whopping, humongous, jumbo, hulking, bump- 
er, Bnt informal gmonnous 
-opposites tiny 

giggle ► verb he giggled at the picture titter, 
snigger, snicker, tee-hee, chuckle, chortle, 
laugh 

► noun she suppressed a giggle titter, snigger, 
snicker, tee-hee, chuckle, chortle, laugh 

gigolo ►noun playboy, (male) escort, admirer, 
lover, informal fancy man, Bnt informal toy boy 

gild ► verb Qa gilded weathercock cover with 
gold, paint gold ©he tends to gild the truth 
elaborate, embellish, embroider, camouflage, 
disguise, dress up, colour, exaggerate, expand 
on, informal jazz up 

gimcrack ► adjective shoddy, jerry-built, 
flimsy, insubstantial, thrown together, make- 
shift, inferior, poor-quality, second-rate, cheap, 
cheapjack, tawdry, kitschy, trashy, informal 
tacky, junky, rubbishy 

gimmick ►noun publicity device, stunt, con- 
trivance, scheme, stratagem, ploy, informal 
shtick 

gingerly ►adverb cautiously, carefully, with 
care, wanly, chanly, circumspectly, delicately, 
heedfiilly, watchfully, vigilantly, attentively, 
hesitantly, timidly 
-opposites recklessly 

gird ► verb (poeticllfterary) QSir Hector girded on his 
sword fasten, belt, bind, tie ©the island was 
girded by rocks surround, enclose, encircle, cir- 
cle, encompass, border, bound, edge, skirt, 
fringe; close m, confine. © they girded themselves 
for war prepare, get ready, gear up. nerve, 
steel, galvanize, brace, fortify, informal psych 
oneself up 

girdle ► noun Qa diamond-studded girdle, belt, 
sash, cummerbund, waistband, strap, band, 
girth, cord, ©her stockings were held up by her 
girdle: corset, corselet, foundation garment, 
panty girdle; truss. 

► verb a garden girdled the house surround, en- 
close, encircle, circle, encompass, circumscnbe, 
border, bound, skirt, edge; poetic/ literary gird 

girl ► noun Qa five-year-old girl- female child, 
daughter; schoolgirl; Scottish & N English lass, las- 
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sie, derogatory chit See also child ©a tall dark 
girl, young woman, young lady, miss, made- 
moiselle, Scottish lass, lassie, Irish colleen; informal 
chick, girlie, filly, Bnt informal bird, bint, N Amer 
informal gal, broad, dame, jane, babe, Austral /NZ 
informal sheila, poetic/ literary maid, damsel, archaic 
wench ©his girl left him See girlfriend 

girlfriend ► noun sweetheart, lover, partner, 
significant other, girl, woman, fiancee, informal 
steady; Bnt informal bird, N Amer informal squeeze, 
dated lady (friend), lady-love, betrothed, archaic 
leman 

girlish ► adjective girly, youthful, childlike, 
childish, immature, feminine 

girth ► noun Qa tree ten feet in girth circumfer 
ence, perimeter; width, breadth Qhe tied the 
towel around hts girth stomach, midnff, middle, 
abdomen, belly, gut, informal tummy, turn ©a 
horse's girth. N Amer cinch. 

gist ► noun essence, substance, central theme, 
heart of the matter, nub, kernel, marrow, 
meat, burden, crux, thrust, drift, sense, mean- 
ing, significance, import, informal mtty-gntty 

give ► verb Qhe gave them £2000 present with, 
provide with, supply with, furnish with, let 
someone have, hand (over), offer, proffer, 
award, grant, bestow, accord, confer, make 
over, donate, contribute, put up ©can I give 
him a message ? convey, pass on, impart, com- 
municate, transmit; send, deliver, relay, tell 
©a baby given into their care entrust, commit, 
consign, assign, formal commend Qhe gave his 
life for them ■ sacrifice, give up, relinquish, de- 
vote, dedicate Qhe gave her time to think 
allow, permit, grant, accord, offer Qthis leaflet 
gives our opening times show, display, set out, 
indicate, detail, list Qthey gave no further 
trouble cause, make, create, occasion ©garlic 
gives flavour produce, yield, afford, impart, 
lend ©he gave a drinks party organize, ar- 
range, lay on, throw, host, hold, have, provide 
CD Dominic gave a bow perform, execute, 
make, do ©she gave a shout utter, let out, 
emit, produce, make ©he gave Harry a beat- 
ing : administer, deliver, deal, inflict, impose 
© the door gave: give way. cave in, collapse, 
break, fall apart; bend, buckle 
-opposites receive, take 
► noun ( informal) there isn’t enough give in the jacket. 
elasticity, flexibility, stretch, stretchiness, 
slack, play 

■ give someone away betray, inform on, in- 
formal split on, rat on. peach on, do the dirty 
on, blow the whistle on, sell down the river; 
Bnt informal grass on, shop; N Amer informal rat 
out, finger; Austral /NZ informal dob on, English Law 
turn Queen’s/King’s evidence. 

■ give something away reveal, disclose, di- 
vulge, let slip, leak, let out. 

■ give In capitulate, concede defeat, admit 
defeat, give up, surrender, yield, submit, back 
down, give way, defer, relent, throw in the 
towel/sponge. 

■ give something off/out emit, produce, send 
out, throw out; discharge, release, exude, vent 

■ give out run out, be used up. be consumed, 
be exhausted, be depleted; fail, flag; dry up. 

■ give something out distribute, issue, hand 
out. pass round, dispense; dole out, dish out, 
mete out; allocate, allot, share out. 

■ give up. See give in. 


■ give something up stop, cease, discon- 
tinue. desist from, abstain from, cut out, re- 
nounce, forgo; resign from, stand down firom, 
informal quit, kick, swear off, leave off, pack m, 
lay off, Bnt informal jack m. 

give and take ► noun compromise, conces- 
sion, cooperation, reciprocity, teamwork, inter- 
play. 

given ► adjective O a given number of years, speci- 
fied, stated, designated, set, particular, specific, 
prescribed, agreed, appointed, pre-arranged, 
predetermined ©she was given to fits of temper- 
prone, liable, inclined, disposed, predisposed, 
apt, likely 

-oppositbs unspecified 

► preposition given the issue’s complexity , a summary 
is difficult considering, m view of. bearing m 
mind, in the light of, assuming 

► noun his aggression is taken as a given estab 
lished fact, reality, certainty. 

giver ► noun donor, contributor, donator, bene- 
factor, benefactress, provider, supporter, back- 
er, patron, sponsor, subscriber 
glacial ► adjective Q glacial conditions freezing. 
cold, icy, ice-cold, sub-zero, frozen, gelid, win- 
try, arctic, polar, Siberian, bitter, biting, raw, 
chill © Polly's tone was glacial unfriendly, hos- 
tile, unwelcoming, frosty, icy, cold, chilly 
-opposites tropical, hot. friendly 
glad ► adjective QVm really glad you’re coming 
pleased, happy, delighted, thrilled, overjoyed, 
cock-a-hoop, elated, gleeful; gratified, grateful, 
thankful; informal tickled pink, over the moon. 
Bnt informal chuffed; N English informal made up; 
Austral informal wrapped Ql’d be glad to help 
willing, eager, happy, pleased, delighted, 
ready, prepared ©glad tidings pleasing, wel- 
come, happy, joyful, cheering, heartening, 
gratifying; poetic/ literary gladsome 
-opposites dismayed, reluctant, distressing, 
gladden ► verb delight, please, make happy, 
elate; cheer (up), hearten, buoy up, give some- 
one a lift, uplift, gratify; informal give someone a 
kick, tickle someone pink, buck up 
-opposites sadden. 

gladly ► adverb with pleasure, happily, cheer- 
fully; willingly, readily, eagerly, freely, un- 
grudgingly; archaic fain, lief, 
glamorous ►adjective Qa glamorous woman : 
beautiful, attractive, lovely, bewitching, en- 
chanting, beguiling; elegant, chic, stylish, fash- 
ionable; charming, charismatic, appealing, al- 
luring, seductive; informal classy, glam, ©a glam- 
orous lifestyle: exciting, thrilling, stimulating; 
dazzling, glittering, glossy, colourful, exotic; in- 
formal ritzy, glitzy, jet-setting. 

-opposites dowdy, dull. 

glamour ►noun Q she had undeniable glamour 
beauty, allure, attractiveness; elegance, chic, 
style; chansma, charm, magnetism, desirabil- 
ity. Qthe glamour of show business: allure, at- 
traction. fascination, charm, magic, romance, 
mystique, exoticism, spell; excitement, thrill; 
glitter, the bright lights; informal glitz, glam, 
glance ► verb Q Rachel gfanced at him : look 
briefly, look quickly, peek, peep; glimpse; Scot- 
tish keek; informal have a gander, Brit, informal take 
a dekko, have a shufti, have a butcher’s, 
Austral I NZ informal squiz. ©I glanced through the 
report : read quickly, scan, skim, leaf, flick, flip. 
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thumb, browse, dip into ©a bullet glanced off 
the ice ricochet, rebound, be deflected, 
bounce; graze, clip O sunlight glanced off her 
hair reflect, flash, gleam, glint, glitter, glis- 
ten, glimmer, shimmer. 

► noun a glance at his watch peek, peep, bnef look, 
quick look, glimpse, Scottish keek, informal gan- 
der, Bnt informal dekko, shufti, butcher’s, 
Austral /NZ informal squiz, geek 
■ at first glance on the face of it, on the sui- 
face, at first sight, to the casual eye, to all ap- 
pearances, apparently, seemingly, outwardly, 
superficially, it would seem, it appears, as far 
as one can see/tell, by all accounts 

gland ► noun. See list 
-related terms glandular, adeno- 


Human Glands 

adrenal gland 
apocrine gland 
Bartholin's gland 
Brunner's gland 
buccal gland 
corpus luteum 
Cowper's gland 
ductless gland 
eccrine gland 
endocrine gland 
exocrine gland 
gastric gland 
islets of Langerhans 
lacrimal gland 
Ueberkuhn's gland 
liver 

mammary gland 


meibomian gland 
ovary 

parathyroid gland 
pancreas 
parotid gland 
pineal gland 
pituitary gland 
preputial gland 
prostate gland 
salivary gland 
sebaceous gland 
sublingual gland 
submandibular/ 
submaxillary gland 
sweat gland 
testis 

thyroid gland 


glare ► verb ©she glared at him scowl, glower, 
stare angrily, look daggers, frown, lour, give 
someone a black look, look threateningly; mfor - 
mal give someone a dirty look ©the sun glared 
out of the sky blaze, beam, shine brightly, be 
dazzling, be blinding 

► noun ©a cold glare scowl, glower, angry stare, 
frown, black look, threatening look, informal 
dirty look, ©the harsh glare of the lights, blaze, 
dazzle, shine, beam, radiance, brilliance, lumi- 
nescence 

glaring ► adjective Q glaring lights dazzling, 
blinding, blazing, strong, bright, harsh, ©a 
glaring omission obvious, conspicuous, unmis- 
takable, inescapable, unmissable, striking; fla- 
grant, blatant, outrageous, gross, overt, patent, 
transparent, manifest, informal standing/sticking 
out like a sore thumb. 

-opposites soft, minor. 

glass ► noun ©a gloss of water, tumbler, drink- 
ing vessel, flute, schooner, balloon, goblet, 
chalice Q(Bnt) she looked m the glass, mirror, 
looking glass 

-RELATED TERMS vitreOUS. 

glasses ►plural noun spectacles, eyewear, N 
Amor eyeglasses; informal specs. 

glasshouse ►noun greenhouse, hothouse, 
conservatory. 

glassy ► adjtctiva © the glossy surface of the lake: 
smooth, mirror-like, gleaming, shiny, glossy, 
polished, vitreous; slippery, icy; clear, transpar- 
ent. translucent; calm, still, flat ©a glassy 
stare: expressionless, glazed, blank, vacant, 


fixed, motionless; emotionless, impassive, life- 
less, wooden, vacuous. 

-opposites rough, expressive. 

glaze ► varb © the pots are glazed when dry var 
nish, enamel, lacquer, japan, shellac, paint; 
gloss 0 pastry glazed with caramel ■ cover, coat; 
ice, frost ©his eyes glazed over, become glassy, 
go blank, mist over, film over 

► noun © pottery with a blue glaze varnish, en- 
amel, lacquer, finish, coating; lustre, shine, 
gloss ©a cake with an apncot glaze coating, 
topping, icing, frosting. 

gleam ►verb shine, glimmer, glint, glitter, 
shimmer, sparkle, twinkle, flicker, wink, glis- 
ten, flash, poetic/ literary glister 

► noun © a gleam of light, glimmer, glint, shim- 
mer, twinkle, sparkle, flicker, flash, beam, ray, 
shaft © the gleam of brass shine, lustre, gloss, 
sheen, glint, glitter, glimmer, sparkle, bril- 
liance, radiance, glow, poetic/ literary glister ©a 
gleam of hope glimmer, flicker, ray, spark, trace, 
suggestion, hint, sign 

glean ► verb obtain, get, take, draw, denve, ex- 
tract, cull, gamer, gather; learn, find out 

glee ►noun delight, pleasure, happiness, joy, 
gladness, elation, euphoria, amusement, mirth, 
merriment, excitement, gaiety, exuberance; tri- 
umph, jubilation, relish, satisfaction, gratifica- 
tion 

-opposites disappointment 

gleeful ►adjective delighted, pleased, joyful, 
happy, glad, overjoyed, elated, euphonc, 
amused, mirthful, merry, exuberant, cock-a- 
hoop. jubilant, informal over the moon. 

glib ► adjective slick, pat, plausible, smooth- 
talking, fast-talking, silver-tongued, smooth, ur- 
bane, having kissed the Blarney Stone, disin- 
genuous, insincere, facile, shallow, superficial, 
flippant, informal flip, sweet-talking 
-opposites sincere 

glide ► verb ©a gondola glided past • slide, slip, 
sail, float, drift, flow; coast, freewheel, roll, 
skim, skate © seagulls gliding over the waves 
soar, wheel, plane, fly ©he glided out of the 
door slip, steal, slink 

glimmer ► verb moonlight glimmered on the lawn. 
gleam, shine, glint, flicker, shimmer, glisten, 
glow, twinkle, sparkle, glitter, wink, flash, 
poetic /literary glister 

► noun © a glimmer of light ■ gleam, glint, flicker, 
shimmer, glow, twinkle, sparkle, flash, ray 
©a glimmer of hope • gleam, flicker, ray, trace, 
sign, suggestion,-* hint. 

glimpse ► noun a glimpse of her face brief look, 
quick look, glance, peek, peep, sight, sighting. 

► verb he glimpsed a figure catch sight of, notice, 
discern, spot, spy. sight, pick out, make out, 
Bnt informal clock; poetic /literary espy, descry 

glint ►verb the diamond glinted shine, gleam, 
catch the light, glitter, sparkle, twinkle, wink, 
glimmer, shimmer, glisten, flash; poetic/ literary 
glister 

► noun the glint of the silver, glitter, gleam, spar- 
kle, twinkle, glimmer, flash. 

glisten ►verb shine, sparkle, twinkle, glint, 
glitter, glimmer, shimmer, wink, flash; poetic/ 
literary glister 

glitter ► verb crystal glittered in the candlelight: 
shine, sparkle, twinkle, glint, gleam, shimmer. 
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glimmer, wink, flash, catch the light, poetic/ 
literary glistei 

► noun © tht* glitter of light on the water sparkle, 
twinkle, glint, gleam, shimmer, glimmer, 
flicker, flash, brilliance, luminescence ©the 
glitter of show business glamour, excitement, 
thrills, attraction, appeal, dazzle, informal razzle- 
dazzle. razzmatazz, glitz, ritziness 

gloat ►verb delight, relish, take great pleas- 
ure, revel, rejoice, glory, exult, triumph, ciow, 
boast, brag, be smug, congratulate oneself, 
preen oneself pat oneself on the back, rub 
one’s hands together, informal nib it in 

global ►adjective Qthe global economy world 
wide, international, world, intercontinental 
©a global view of the problem comprehensive. 
overall, general, all-inclusive, all-encompassing, 
encyclopedic, universal, blanket, broad, fai- 
reaching, extensive, sweeping 

globe ►noun ©every' comer oj the globe world, 
earth, planet ©the sun is a globe sphere, orb, 
ball, spheroid, round 

globular ►adjective spherical, spheric, spher- 
oidal. round, globe-shaped, ball-shaped, orb- 
shaped, rounded, bulbous 
globule ► noun droplet, drop, bead, tear, ball, 
bubble, pearl, informal blob, glob 

gloom ►noun ©she peered into the gloom dark 
ness, dark, dimness, blackness, murkiness, 
shadows, shade, dusk, twilight, gloaming ©his 
gloom deepened despondency, depression, dejec- 
tion, downheartedness, melancholy, melancho- 
lia. unhappiness, sadness, glumness, gloomi- 
ness, misery, sorrow, woe. wretchedness, des- 
pair, pessimism, hopelessness, informal the 
blues, the dumps 
-opposites light, happiness 

gloomy ►adjective ©a gloomy room dark, 
shadowy, sunless, dim, sombre, dingy, dismal, 
dreary, murky, unwelcoming, cheerless, com- 
fortless, funereal, poetic/ literary Stygian © Joanna 
looked gloomy despondent, downcast, down- 
hearted. dejected, dispirited, disheartened, dis- 
couraged, demoralized, crestfallen, depressed, 
desolate, low, sad, unhappy, glum, melancholy, 
miserable, fed up, woebegone, mournful, for- 
lorn. morose, informal blue, down in the mouth, 
down in the dumps © gloomy forecasts about the 
economy pessimistic, depressing, downbeat, dis- 
heartening, disappointing, unfavourable, bleak, 
bad, black, sombre, gnm, cheerless, hopeless. 
-opposites bnght, cheerful, optimistic 
glorify ►verb ©they gather to glorify Cod 
praise, extol, exalt, worship, revere, reverence, 
venerate, pay homage to, honour, adore, 
thank, give thanks to, formal laud, archaic mag- 
nify ©a poem to glorify the memory of the dead 
ennoble, exalt, elevate, dignify, enhance, aug- 
ment, promote, praise, celebrate, honour, 
extol, lionize, acclaim, applaud, hail, glamor- 
ize, idealize, romanticize, enshnne, immortal- 
ize; formal laud 
-opposites dishonour 

glorious ►adjective ©a glorious victory illus 
trious, celebrated, famous, acclaimed, distin- 
guished. honoured; outstanding, great, magnifi- 
cent, noble, triumphant © glorious views’ won- 
derful . marvellous, magnificent, superb, sub- 
lime, spectacular, lovely, fine, delightful; infor- 
mal super, great, stunning, fantastic, temfic, 


tremendous, sensational, heavenly, divine, gor- 
geous, fabulous, fab, awesome, ace, informal, 
dated capital, spiffing; Bnt informal smashing, 
poetic/ literary wondrous, beauteous 
-opposites undistinguished, horrid 

glory ►noun ©a sport that won him glory re 
nown, fame, prestige, honour, distinction, 
kudos, eminence, acclaim, praise, bouquets, ce- 
lebrity. recognition, reputation © glory be to 
God praise, worship, adoration, veneration, 
honour, reverence, exaltation, extolment, hom- 
age, thanksgiving, thanks ©a house restored to 
its former glory magnificence, splendour, re- 
splendence, grandeur, majesty, greatness, no- 
bility, opulence, beauty, elegance ©t he glories 
of Vermont wonder, beauty, delight, marvel, 
phenomenon, sight, spectacle 
-opposites shame, obscurity, modesty 

► verb we gloried in our independence take pleas 
ure in, revel in, rejoice in. delight in, relish, sa- 
voui, congratulate oneself on, be proud of, 
boast about, informal get a kick out of, get a 
thrill out of 

gloss 1 ►noun ©the gloss of her hair shine, 
sheen, lustre, gleam, patina, brilliance, shim- 
mer © beneath the gloss of success facade, ven- 
eer, surface, show, camouflage, disguise, mask, 
smokescreen, window dressing 

► verb ©she glossed her lips make glossy, shine, 
glaze, polish, burnish ©he tried to gloss over his 
problems conceal, cover up, hide, disguise, 
mask, veil, shrug off, brush aside, play down, 
minimize, understate, make light of, informal 
brush under the carpet 

gloss 2 ► noun glosses in the margin explanation, 
interpretation, exegesis, explication, elucida- 
tion. annotation, note, footnote, commentary, 
comment, translation, histoncal scholium 

► verb difficult words are glossed in a footnote ex 
plain, interpret, explicate, elucidate, annotate, 
translate, paraphrase 

glossy ►adjective ©a glossy wooden Jloor shiny, 
gleaming, lustrous, brilliant, shimmering, glis- 
tening, satiny, sheeny, smooth, glassy, pol- 
ished. lacquered, glazed ©a glossy magazine 
expensive, high-quality, stylish, fashionable, 
glamorous, attractive, artistic, Bnt upmarket, 
coffee-table, informal classy, ntzy, glitzy 
-opposites dull, cheap. 

glove ► noun mitten, mitt, gauntlet 

glow ►verb ©lights glowed from the windows 
shine, radiate, gleam, glimmer, flicker, flare, 
luminesce © a fire glowed in the hearth radiate 
heat, smoulder, bum ©she glowed with embar- 
rassment flush, blush, redden, colour (up), go 
pink, go scarlet, bum ©she glowed with pnde 
tingle, thrill, beam 

► noun ©the glow of the fire, radiance, light, 
shine, gleam, glimmer, incandescence, lumi- 
nescence, warmth, heat, ©a glow spread over 
her face’ flush, blush, rosiness, pmkness, red- 
ness, high colour, bloom, radiance ©a warm 
glow deep inside her: happiness, contentment, 
pleasure, satisfaction. 

-opposites pallor. 

glower ► vtrb she glowered at him : scowl, glare, 
look daggers, frown, lour, give a someone 
black look; informal give someone a dirty look. 

► noun the glower on his face: scowl, glare, frown, 
black look; informal dirty look. 
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glowing ► adjective Q glowing coals bright, 
shining, radiant, glimmering, flickering, twink- 
lmg, incandescent, luminous, luminescent, lit 
(up), lighted, illuminated, ablaze, aglow, smoul- 
dering ©his glowing cheeks rosy, pink, red, 
flushed, blushing, radiant, blooming, ruddy, 
flond, hot, burning ©glowing colours vivid, vi- 
brant, bright, brilliant, nth, intense, strong, ra- 
diant, warm ©a glowing report complimen 
tary, favourable, enthusiastic, commendatory, 
adminng, lionizing, rapturous, rhapsodic, adu- 
latory, fulsome, informal rave 
glue ► noun a tube of glue adhesive, fixative, 
gum, paste, cement, epoxy (resin), size, N Amer 
mucilage, N Amer informal stickum 

► verb ©the planks were glued together stick, gum, 
paste, affix, fix, cement Q(mformaf) she was 
glued to the television be riveted to, be gripped 
by, be hypnotized by, be mesmerized by 

glum ►adjective gloomy, downcast, downheart- 
ed, dejected, despondent, crestfallen, disheart- 
ened. depressed, desolate, unhappy, doleful, 
melancholy, miserable, woebegone, mournful, 
forlorn, m the doldrums, morose, informal blue, 
down in the mouth, down in the dumps, led 
up 

-opposites cheerful 

glut ► noun a glut of cars surplus, excess, sur- 
feit, superfluity, overabundance, superabun- 
dance, oversupply, plethora 
-opposites dearth 

► verb the factories are glutted cram full, overfill, 
overload, oversupply, saturate, flood, inundate, 
deluge, swamp, informal stuff 

glutinous ►adjective sticky, viscous, viscid, 
tacky, gluey, gummy, treacly, adhesive, informal 
gooey, gloopy, cloggy. N Amer informal gloppy 
glutton ► noun gourmand, overeater, big eater, 
gorger, gobbler, informal (greedy) pig, gannet, 
greedy guts, gutbucket, guzzler 
gluttonous ►adjective greedy, gourmandiz- 
mg, voracious, insatiable, wolfish, informal pig- 
gish. piggy 

gluttony ► noun GREED, greediness, overeating, 
gourmandism, gourmandizmg, voracity, insati- 
ability. informal piggishness 
gnarled ►adjective ©a gnarled tree trunk knob 
bly, knotty, knotted, gnarly, lumpy, bumpy, 
nodular, twisted, bent, crooked, distorted, con- 
torted © gnarled hands twisted, bent, missha- 
pen. arthritic, rough, wrinkled, wizened 
gnash ► verb grind, grate, rasp, grit 
gnaw ► verb © the dog gnawed at a bone chew, 
champ, chomp, bite, munch, crunch, nibble, 
worry Qthe pressures are gnawing away their in - 
dependence erode, wear away, wear down, eat 
away (at), consume, devour, ©the doubts 
gnawed at her' nag, plague, torment, torture, 
trouble, distress, worry, haunt, oppress, bur- 
den, hang over, bother, fret, niggle, 
go ► verb ©he's gone into town' move, proceed, 
make one’s way. advance, progress, pass; walk, 
travel, journey, poetic /literary betake oneself 
©the road goes to London : extend, stretch, reach, 
lead e the money will go to charity ; be given, be 
donated, be granted, be presented, be awarded, 
be devoted, be handed (over) ©it's time to go 
leave, depart, take oneself off, go away, with- 
draw. absent oneself, make an exit, exit; set 
off, start out, get under way, be on one’s way, 


decamp, retreat, retire, make off, clear out, run 
off/away, flee, Bnt make a move, informal make 
tracks, push off, beat it, take off, skedaddle, 
scram, split, scoot, Brit informal sling one’s hook. 
0 three years went past pass, elapse, slip by/ 
past, roll by /past, tick away, fly by/past 0a 
golden age that has gone for good disappear, van- 
ish, be no more, be over, run its course, fade 
away, finish, end, cease ©all our money had 
gone • be used up, be spent, be exhausted, be 
consumed, be drained, be depleted Ql’d like to 
see my grandchildren before J go die, pass away, 
pass on, lose one’s life, expire, breathe one’s 
last, pensh. go to meet one’s maker, informal 
give up the ghost, kick the bucket, croak, buy 
it, turn up one’s toes, Bnt informal snuff it, pop 
one’s clogs, N Amer informal bite the big one, 
buy the farm, archaic decease, depart this life 
Qthe bridge went suddenly collapse, give way, 
fall down, cave in, crumble, disintegrate ©Jus 
hair had gone grey become, get, turn, grow 
© he heard the bell go make a sound, sound, re- 
verberate, resound, nng, chime, peal, toll, 
clang © everything went well turn out, work 
out, develop, come out, result, end (up), informal 
pan out © those colours don’t go match, be har- 
monious, harmonize, blend, be suited, be com- 
plementary, coordinate, be compatible ©my 
car won’t go function, work, run, operate 
©where does the cutlery go 7 belong, be kept, be 
found, be located, be situated <D this all goes to 
prove my point contribute, help, serve, incline, 
tend 

-opposites arrive, come, return, clash 
► noun ( informal) © his seeomd go attempt, try. ef- 
fort, bid, endeavour, informal shot, stab, crack, 
bash, whirl, whack, formal essay ©he has plenty 
of go in him energy, vigour, vitality, life, liveli- 
ness, spirit, verve, enthusiasm, zest, vibrancy, 
sparkle, stamina, dynamism, drive, push, deter- 
mination. informal pep, punch, oomph, get-up- 
and-go 

■ go about set about, begin, embark on. start, 
commence, address oneself to. get down to, get 
to work on. get going on. undertake, approach, 
tackle, attack, informal get cracking on/with 

■ go along with agree to/with, fall in with, 
comply with, cooperate with, acquiesce in, as- 
sent to, follow, submit to, yield to, defer to 

■ go away. See go verb sense 4 

■ go back on renege on. break, fail to hon- 
our, default on, repudiate, retract, do an 
about-face, mfomial cop out (of), rat on 

■ go by we have to go by his decision obey, abide 
by, comply with, • keep to, conform to, follow, 
heed, defer to, respect 

■ go down © the ship went down sink, founder, 
go under © interest rates are going down de 
crease, get lower, fall, drop, decline, plummet, 
plunge, slump © (informal) they went down in the 
first leg lose, be beaten, be defeated, come to 
gnef ©his name will go down in history be re 
membered, be recorded, be commemorated, be 
immortalized 

■ go down with (Bnt) fall ill with, get, de- 
velop, contract, pick up, succumb to, fall vic- 
tim to, be struck down with, become infected 
with 

■ go far be successful, succeed, be a success, 
do well, get on, get somewhere, get ahead, 
make good; informal make a name for oneself, 
make one’s mark 
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■ go for 0/ went for the tuna choose, pick, 
opt for, select, plump for, decide on © the man 
went for her attack, assault, hit, strike, beat up, 
assail, set upon, rush at, lash out at. informal lay 
into, rough up, Bnt informal have a go at, duff 
up, N Amer informal beat up on ©he goes for 
older women be attracted to, like, fancy, pre- 
fer. favour, choose, informal have a thing about 

■ go In for take part in. participate in. engage 
in, get involved in, join in, enter into, under- 
take, practise, pursue, espouse, adopt, embrace 

■ go into investigate, examine, enquire into, 
look into, research, probe, explore, delve into, 
consider, review, analyse 

■ go off Qthe bomb went off explode, deton- 
ate, blow up Q(Bnt) the milk’s gone off go bad, 
go stale, go sour, turn, spoil, go rancid, decom- 
pose, go mouldy 

■ go on Qthe lecture went on for hours last, 
continue, carry on. run on, proceed, endure, 
persist, take Qshe went on about the sea talk at 
length, ramble, rattle on, chatter, prattle, gab- 
ble, blether, blather, twitter, informal gab, yak, 
yabber, yatter, Bnt informal witter, rabbit, natter, 
waffle, chunter, N Amer informal run off at the 
mouth ©I'm not sure what went on happen, 
take place, occur, transpire, N Amer informal go 
down, poetic /literary come to pass, betide, archaic 
hap 

■ go out Qthe lights went out be turned off. 
be extinguished, stop burning ©he’s going out 
with Kate see, take out. be someone’s 
boyfhend/girlfriend, be involved with, informal 
date, go steady with, go with, N Amer informal, 
dated step out with, dated court, woo 

■ go over Qgo over the figures examine, study, 
scrutinize, inspect, look at/over, scan, check, 
analyse, appraise, review ©we are going over 
our lines rehearse, practise, read through, run 
through 

■ go round ©the wheels were going round ■ spin, 
revolve, turn, rotate, whirl ©a nasty rumour 
going round be spread, be circulated, be put 
about, circulate, pass round, be broadcast 

■ go through Qthe terrible things she has gone 
through undergo, experience, face, suffer, be 
subjected to, live through, endure, brave, bear, 
tolerate, withstand, put up with, cope with, 
weather ©he went through hundreds of pounds 
spend, use up, run through, get through, ex- 
pend, deplete, waste, squander, fritter away 
©he went through Susie’s bag search, look, 
hunt, rummage, rifle, informal frisk ©/ have to 
go through the report examine, study, scrutinize, 
inspect, look over, scan, check, analyse, ap- 
praise, review Qthe deal has gone through be 
completed, be concluded, be brought off, be 
approved, be signed, be rubber-stamped 

■ go under go bankrupt, cease trading, go 
into receivership, go into liquidation, become 
msolvent, be liquidated, be wound up, be shut 
(down); fail, informal go broke, go to the wall, go 
belly up, fold. 

■ go without ©I went without breakfast- abstain 
from, refrain from, forgo, do without, deny 
oneself. © the children did not go without be de 
prived, be in want, go short, go hungry, be in 
need 

goad ► noun ©he applied his goad to the cows. 
prod, spike, staff, crook, rod. ©a goad to polit- 
ical change: stimulus, incentive, encouragement, 
inducement, fillip, spur, prod, prompt; motive, 


motivation 

► verb we were goaded into action provoke, spur, 
prod, egg on, hound, badger, incite, rouse, stir, 
move, stimulate, motivate, prompt, induce, en- 
courage, urge, inspire, impel, pressure, pressur- 
ize, dragoon 

go-ahead ( informal) ► noun they gave the go-ahead 
for the scheme permission, consent, leave, li- 
cence, dispensation, warrant, clearance, au- 
thorization, assent, agreement, approval, en- 
dorsement, sanction, blessing, the nod, informal 
the thumbs up, the OK, the green light. 

► adjective go-ahead companies enterprising, re- 
sourceful. innovative, ingenious, original, cre- 
ative, progressive, pioneering, modem, for- 
ward-looking, enlightened, enthusiastic, ambi- 
tious, entrepreneunal, high-powered, bold, dar- 
ing, audacious, adventurous, dynamic, informal 
go-getting 

goal ► noun objective, aim, end, target, design, 
intention, intent, plan, purpose, (holy) grail, 
ambition, aspiration, wish, dream, desire, 
hope 

goat ► noun ©a herd of goats billy (goat), nanny 
(goat), kid See list Q(Bnt informal) she’s always 
playing the goat See fool noun sense 1 ©be 
careful of that old goat lecher, libertine, 
womanizer, seducer. Don Juan, Casanova, Lo- 
thario. Romeo, pervert, debauchee, rake, infor- 
mal lech, dirty old man, ladykiller 
-RfciATED tfrms caprine 

Goats 

BREEDS 

Anglo-Nubian 
Angora 
Apulian 
Bagot 

Chamois Coloured 
Dutch White 
French Alpine 
Golden Guernsey 
Grisons Striped 
Kashmiri 
Murcian 
Nubian 
Saanen 
Somali 

Soviet Mohair 
Syrian Mountain 
Telemark 

gobble ► verb guzzle, bolt, gulp, devour, wolf, 
cram, gorge (oneself) on, informal tuck into, put 
away, demolish, polish off, shovel down, stuff 
one’s face (with), pig oneself (on), Brit informal 
scoff, gollop, shift; N Amer informal scarf (down/ 
up) 

gobbledegook ► noun ( informal ) gibberish. 
claptrap, nonsense, rubbish, balderdash, 
mumbo-jumbo, blather, blether, N. Amer. gar- 
bage; informal drivel, tripe, hogwash, baloney, 
bilge, bosh, bull, bunk, guff, eyewash, piffle, 
twaddle, poppycock, phooey, hooey, Bnt informal 
cobblers, codswallop, double Dutch, tosh. N 
Amer informal bushwa, applesauce. 

go- between ►noun intermediary, middle- 
man, agent, broker, liaison, linkman, contact; 
negotiator, interceder, intercessor, mediator. 


Toggenburg 
Valais Blackneck 

WILD COATS 

bezoar 

ibex 

markhor 
Spanish ibex 
tahr 
tur 

COAT-ANTELOPES 

chamois 

goral 

mountain goat 
musk ox 
serow 
takin 
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Gods and Goddesses 


Creek 

Aeolus 

Aphrodite 

Apollo 

Ares 

Artemis 

Asclepius 

Athene/Athena 

Bacchus 

Boreas 

Cronus/Kronos 

Cybele 

Demeter 

Dionysus 

Eos 

Eros 

Gala 

Hades 

Hebe 

Hecate 

Helios 

Hephaestus 

Hera 

Hermes 

Hestia 

Hyperion 

Hypnos 

Iris 

Leto 

Nemesis 

Nereus 

Nike 

Oceanus 

Pan 

Persephone 

Pluto 

Pollux 

Pontus 

Poseidon 

Priapus 

Proteus 

Rhea 

Selene 

Silenus 

Tethys 

Thanatos 

Themis 

Uranus 

Zeus 

Roman 

Aesculapius 

Aurora 

Betlona 

Ceres 

Cupid 

Diana 

Faunus 

Flora 

Janus 

Juno 

Jupiter 

juventas 


Mars 

Mercury 

Minerva 

Morpheus 

Mors 


Neptune 

Eochald 

Ra 

Ops 

Epona 

Renenet 

Pomona 

triu 

Renpet 

Priapus 

Esus 

Sati 

Proserpina 

F6dla 

Sebek 

Quirinus 

Gobniu 

Seker 

Saturn 

Llyr 

Sekhmet 

Sol 

Ludd/Nudd 

Selket 

Somnus 

Lug limfhota 

Serapis 

Terminus 

Macha 

Sesheta 

Venus 

Manannan 

Seth 

Vesta 

Maponos 

Shai 

Vulcan 

Morrigan 

Shu 

Norse 

Nechtan 

Taueret 

Nuadu/Nuada 

Tefnut 

Aeglr 

AirgetlAm 

Thoth 

Aesir, the 

Ogmios 

Upuaut 

Aids 

Balder 

Pwyll 

Rhiannon 

Middle Eastern 

Bragl 

Sucellus 

Adad 

Eir 

Taranis 

Anu 

Frey 

Teutates 

Ashur 

Freya 

Tuatha D£ Danann 

Astarte/Ashtoreth 

Frigga 

Egyptian 

Attis 

Gerda 

Baal 

Gullveig 

Ament 

Baalat 

Heimdall 

Amun 

Bellti 

Hel 

Anhur 

Cybele 

Hermod 

Anquet 

Ea 

H6dur 

Anubis 

Enlil 

Hoenlr 

Apis 

Ishtar 

Idun 

Apopis 

Marduk 

Lofrl 

Aten 

Mot 

Loki 

Atum 

Nlnurta 

Mimlr 

Bastet 

Shamash 

Nehalennia 

Behdety 

Sin 

Nerthus 

Bes 

Hindu 

Njdrd 

Buto 

Noms 

Geb 

Aditi 

Odin 

Hapi 

Agnl 

Slf 

Harakhtes 

Bhairavl 

Skuld 

Harmakhls 

Brahma 

Thor 

Haroeris 

Devi 

Tyr 

Harsaphes 

Durga 

U1I 

Harslesfs 

Ganesh 

Urd 

Hathor 

Hanuman 

Vanir, the 

Heket 

Indra 

Verdandi 

Horus 

Jagannatha/ 

Vidar 

Imhotep 

juggernaut 

Celtic 

Isis 

Kali 

Khenty-lmentiu 

Kama 

Alne 

Khonsu 

Kartikeya^ 

Ana/Anu 

Khepera 

Krishna 

B£binn 

Khnum 

Lakshmi 

Belenus 

Maat 

Maruts, the 

Bendigeidfran 

Mertseger 

Mitra 

Boand/Boanna 

Meskhent 

Parvatl 

Borvo 

Mln 

Prajapati 

Bran Ltyr 

Mont 

Puchan 

Branwen 

Mut 

Radha 

Brlglt 

Nefertum 

Rama 

Caturtx 

Neheh 

Rudra 

Cemunnos 

Nekhbet 

Saktl 

CWdna/CIfona 

Nephthys 

Sarasvati 

Oagda, the 

Nun 

Savitar 

Danu/Dana 

Nut 

Shiva/Siva 

Dlan C6cht 

Opet 

Skanda 

D6rt 

Osiris 

Soma 

Dbnn 

Ptah 

Surya 


Tvashtar 

Uma 

Ushas 

Varuna 

Vata 

Vishnu 

Yama 

Aztec 

Camaxtli 

Chalchiuhtlicue 

Chicomecoatl 

Cihuatcoatl 

Coatlicue 

Huitzilopochtli 

Meztii 

Mictlandhuatl 

Mictlantecuhtli 

Quetzalcoatl 

Tenochtitlan 

Tezcatlipoca 

Tlahuizcalpante- 

cuhtli 

Tlaloc 

Tiazolteotl 

Tonatiuh 

Tzinteotl 

Xilonen 

Xiuhtecuhtli 

Xochipili 

Xochiquetzal 

Xolotl 

Yacatecuhtll 

Mayan 

Acat 

Akua 

Bacab 

Backlum-Chaam 

Chin 

Cukulcan 

Echua 

Hapikem 

Hunab Ku 

Itzamna 

Ixazaluoh 

Kinebahan 

Nohochacyum 

Usukun 

Uyitzin 

Xamaniqinqu 

Yantho 

Yuncemil 

Inca 

Apu-Punchau 

Catequil 

Chasca 

Choun 

Cuycha 

Inti 

Mama-Cocha 

Mama-Cuna 

Mama-Qufila 

Manco-Capac 

Nina 

Pachacamac 

Pachamama 

Viracocha 
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goblin ► noun hobgoblin, gnome, dwarf, troll, 
imp, elf, brownie, fairy, pixie, leprechaun 

god ► noun Q a gift from God the Lord, the Al- 
mighty, the Creator, the Maker, the Godhead, 
Allah, Jehovah, Yahweh, (God) the Father, (God) 
the Son, the Holy Ghost/Spint, the Holy Trin- 
ity See list 0 sacrifices to appease the gods deity, 
goddess, divine being, celestial being, divinity, 
immortal, avatar See list ©wooden gods idol, 
graven image, icon, totem, talisman, fetish, 
juju 

-related terms divine, theo- 


Names for Cod 


Adonai 

the Holy Ghost 

Allah 

the Holy Spirit 

the Almighty 

the Holy Trinity 

Alpha and Omega 

jah 

the Ancient of Days 

Jehovah 

the Creator 

the King of Kings 

the Deity 

the Lord 

the Divine 

the Lord of Lords 

EJohim 

the Maker 

the Eternal 

Our Father 

the Father 

the Prime Mover 

the Father, Son, and 

Shaddal 

Holy Ghost 

the Supreme Being 

the First Cause 

the Trinity 

God Almighty 
the Godhead 

Yahweh 


godforsaken ► adjective wretched, miser- 
able, dreary, dismal, depressing, gnm, cheer- 
less. bleak, desolate, gloomy, deserted, neglect- 
ed. isolated, remote, backward, Brit informal 
grotty 

-opposites charming 

godless * adjective Qa godless society atheis- 
tic, unbelieving, agnostic, sceptical, heretical, 
faithless, irreligious, ungodly, unholy, impious, 
profane, infidel, heathen, idolatrous, pagan, Sa- 
tanic, devilish © godless pleasures immoral, 
wicked, sinful, wrong, evil, bad. iniquitous, 
corrupt, irreligious, sacrilegious, profane, blas- 
phemous, impious, depraved, degenerate, de- 
bauched, perverted, decadent, impure 
-opposites religious, virtuous 

godlike ► adjective divine, godly, superhuman; 
angelic, seraphic, spiritual, heavenly, celestial, 
sacred, holy, saintly 

godly ►adjective religious, devout, pious, rev- 
erent, believing, God-feanng, saintly, holy, 
prayerful, churchgomg. 

-opposites irreligious 

godsond ►noun boon, blessing, bonus, plus, 
benefit, advantage, help, aid, asset, stroke of 
luck. Informal perk; formal perquisite. 

-opposites curse 

goggle ►verb stare, gape, gaze, ogle; informal 
gawk, rubberneck; Brit informal gawp. 

going-over ► noun ( informal) Qhis work was sub- 
jected to a going-over examination, inspection, 
investigation, probe, check-up; assessment, re- 
view, analysis, appraisal, critique; informal once- 
over ©the flat needs a going-over, clean, dust, 
mop, scrub: informal vacuum, once-over ©the 
thugs gave him a going-over beating, thrashing, 
thumping, pummelling, battering, pelting, as- 


sault, attack, informal doing-over, belting, bash- 
ing, pasting, walloping, clobbenng, hiding. 

goings-on ►plural noun events, happenings, 
affairs, business, mischief, misbehaviour, mis- 
conduct. funny business, informal monkey busi- 
ness, hanky-panky, shenanigans, Bnt informal 
jiggery-pokery, canyon. N Amer informal mon- 
keyshines 

gold ► noun she won the gold gold medal, first 
pnze 

-RELATED TERMS aUHC, aUTOUS 

golden ►adjective O her golden hair blond(e), 
yellow, fair, flaxen, tow-coloured ©a golden 
time successful, prosperous, flounshing, 
thnving, favourable, providential, lucky, fortu- 
nate, happy, joyful, glonous ©a golden oppor- 
tunity excellent, fine, superb, splendid, spe- 
cial, unique, favourable, opportune, promising, 
bright, hill of promise, advantageous, profit- 
able, valuable, providential ©the golden girl of 
tennis favourite, favoured, popular, admired, 
beloved, pet, acclaimed, applauded, praised, 
bnlliant, consummate, gifted, Bnt informal blue- 
eyed, formal lauded 
-opposites dark, unhappy 

golf ► noun See list 


Golfing Terms 


ace 

fade 

midiron 

addressing 

fairway 

niblick 

the ball 

flagstlck 

nineteenth 

albatross 

follow- 

hole 

backswing 

through 

par 

best ball 

fore! 

pin 

birdie 

forecaddie 

pitch 

bisque 

foursome 

pitch and putt 

bogey 

green 

putt 

borrow 

green fee 

putter 

brassie 

handicap 

putting green 

bunker 

hazard 

recovery shot 

bye 

hole 

rough 

caddie 

hole-in-one 

round 

chip (shot) 

hook 

sand iron 

club 

hosel 

sand wedge 

divot 

iron 

scratch 

dormy 


shank 

double 

lay up 

slice 

bogey 

leader board 

stroke 

double eagle 

Ue 

stroke play 

downswing 

links 

tee 

drive 

loft 

trap 

driver 

lofter 

upswing 

driving iron 

mashle 

wedge 

eagle 

match play 

wood 


gono ►adjective QI wasn’t gone long away, ab- 
sent, off, out; missing, unavailable. © those days 
are gone: past, over (and done with), no more, 
done, finished, ended; forgotten, dead and bur- 
ied. ©the milk's aU gone: used up, consumed, 
finished, spent, depleted; at an end. ©an aunt 
of mine, long since gone: dead, expired, departed, 
no more, passed on/away; late, lost, lamented; 
perished, fallen; defunct, extinct; Informal six 
feet under, pushing up daisies; formal deceased, 
euphemistic with God, asleep, at peace. 
-opposites present, here, alive. 

goo ►noun {informal) sticky substance, ooze. 
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sludge, muck, informal gunk, cmd, gloop. Bnt in- 
formal gunge; N Amer informal glop 

good ► adjective ©a good product fine, superior, 
quality, excellent, superb, outstanding, mag- 
nificent, exceptional, marvellous, wonderful, 
first-rate, first-class, sterling, satisfactory, ac- 
ceptable, up to scratch, up to standard, not 
bad, all right, informal great. OK, Al. ace. terrific, 
fantastic, fabulous, fab, top-notch, class, awe- 
some, wicked, informal, dated capital, Bnt mfomial 
smashing, brilliant, brill. Austral informal beaut, 
bonzer, Bnt informal, dated spiffing, top hole © a 
good person virtuous, righteous, upright, up- 
standing. moral, ethical, high-minded, prin- 
cipled, exemplary, law-abiding, irreproachable, 
blameless, guiltless, unimpeachable, honour- 
able, scrupulous, reputable, decent, respect- 
able, noble, trustworthy, meritorious, praise- 
worthy. admirable, whiter than white, saintly, 
saintlike, angelic, informal squeaky clean ©the 
children are good at school well behaved, obedi- 
ent, dutiful, polite, courteous, respectful, defer- 
ential. compliant Qa good thing to do right, 
correct, proper, decorous, seemly, appiopriate, 
fitting, apt, suitable, convenient, expedient, fa- 
vourable, opportune, felicitous, timely 0 a 
good driver capable, able, proficient, adept, 
adroit, accomplished, skilful, skilled, talented, 
masterly, expert, informal great, mean, wicked, 
nifty, ace, N Amer informal crackerjack 0 a good 
friend close, intimate, dear, bosom, special, 
best, firm, valued, tieasured, loving, devoted, 
loyal, faithful, constant, reliable, dependable, 
trustworthy, trusty, true, unfailing, staunch 
©the dogs are in good condition healthy, fine, 
sound, tip-top, hale and hearty, fit, robust, 
sturdy, strong, vigorous Qa good time was had 
by all enjoyable, pleasant, agreeable, pleasur- 
able, delightful, great, nice, lovely, amusing, di- 
verting, jolly, meny, lively, informal super, fan- 
tastic, fabulous, fab. temfic, grand, Bnt informal 
brilliant, bnll, smashing, N Amer informal 
peachy, ducky. Austral /NZ informal beaut, bonzer 
0 it was good of you to come kind, kind-hearted, 
good-hearted, generous, charitable, magnani- 
mous, gracious, altruistic, unselfish, selfless 
©a good time to call convenient, suitable, ap- 
propriate, fitting, fit, opportune, timely, fa- 
vourable, advantageous, expedient, felicitous, 
happy, providential ®mt/k is good for you 
wholesome, healthy, healthful, nourishing, nu- 
tritious, nutritional, beneficial, salubrious 
CD are these eggs good? edible, safe to eat, fit for 
human consumption, fresh, wholesome, con- 
sumable; formal comestible CD good food deli 
cious, tasty, mouth-watenng, appetizing, fla- 
voursome, flavourful, delectable, toothsome, 
palatable, succulent, luscious; informal scrump- 
tious. delish, scrummy, yummy; Bnt informal 
moieish; N Amer informal finger-lickmg, nummy 
CD a good reason, valid, genuine, authentic, le- 
gitimate, sound, bona fide; convincing, persua- 
sive, telling, potent, cogent, compelling CD we 
waited a good hour: whole, full, entire, com- 
plete. solid. CD fl good number of them consider 
able, sizeable, substantial, appreciable, signifi- 
cant; goodly, fair, reasonable; plentiful, abun- 
dant, great, large, generous; informal tidy 
CDw ear your good clothes best, smart, smartest, 
finest, nicest: special, party, Sunday, formal, 
dressy. CDgood weather, fine, fair, dry; bright, 
clear, sunny, cloudless; calm, windless; warm, 


mild, balmy, clement, pleasant, nice 
-opposites bad, wicked, naughty, poor, ter- 
rible, inconvenient, small, scruffy 

► noun o issues of good and evil virtue, righteous- 
ness, goodness, morality, integrity, rectitude, 
honesty, truth, honour, probity, propriety, 
worthiness, merit, blamelessness, purity ©it’s 
all for yow good benefit, advantage, profit, 
gain, interest, welfare, well-being, enjoyment, 
comfort, ease, convenience, help, aid, assist- 
ance, service, behalf 

-opposites wickedness, disadvantage 

► exclamation good, that’s settled fine, veiy well, all 
right, right, right then, yes, agreed, informal 
okay, OK, okey-dokey, roger, Brit informal righto, 
nghty-ho 

■ for good those days are gone for good forever, 
permanently, for always, (for) evermore, for 
evei and ever, for eternity, until hell freezes 
over, never to return, N Amer forevermore, infor- 
mal tor keeps, until doomsday, until the cows 
come home, archaic for aye 

■ in good part she took the joke in good part 
good-naturedly, good-humouredly, without of- 
fence, amicably, favourably, tolerantly, indul- 
gently, cheerfully, well 

■ make good succeed, be successful, be a suc- 
cess, do well, get ahead, reach the top, prosper, 
flourish, thrive, informal make it, make the 
grade, make a name for oneself, make one’s 
mark, get somewhere, arrive 

■ make something good Qhe promised to 
make good any damage repair, mend, fix, put 
right, see to, restore, remedy, rectify ©they 
made good their escape effect, vonduct, per- 
form, implement, execute, carry out, achieve, 
accomplish, succeed m. realize, attain, engin- 
eer, bring about, bring off Qhe will make good 
his promise fulfil, carry out. implement, dis- 
charge. honour, redeem, keep, observe, abide 
by, comply with, stick to, heed, follow, be 
bound by. live up to. stand by. adhere to 

goodbye ► exclamation farewell, adieu, au re- 
volt, ciao, auf Wiedersehen, adios. Austral jNZ 
hooray, informal bye. bye-bye. so long, see you 
(later), laterfs), Bnt informal cheers, cheeno. ta-ta, 
N English informal ta-ra, informal, dated toodle-oo, 
toodle-pip 

good-for-nothing ►adjective a good-for- 
nothing layabout useless, worthless, incompe- 
tent, inefficient, inept, ne’er-do-well, lazy, idle, 
slothful, indolent, shiftless, informal no-good, 
lousy 

-opposites worthy 

► noun lazy good-for-nothings * neer-do-well. lay- 
about, do-nothing, idler, loafer, lounger, slug- 
gard, shirker, informal waster, slacker, lazybones, 
couch potato, Bnt informal skiver. 

good-humoured ►adjective genial, affable, 
cordial, friendly, amiable, easy-going, ap- 
proachable, good-natured, cheerful, cheery, 
companionable, comradely, sociable, convivial, 
company-loving, informal chummy, pally, Bnt in- 
formal matey, N Amer informal clubby 
-opposites grumpy 

good-looking ►adjective attractive, beauti- 
fill, pretty, handsome, lovely, stunning, strik- 
ing, arresting, gorgeous, prepossessing, fetch- 
ing, captivating, bewitching, beguiling, en- 
gaging, charming, enchanting, appealing, de- 
lightful; sexy, seductive, alluring, tantalizing, 
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irresistible, ravishing, desirable, Scottish & N Eng- 
lish bonny, informal fanciable, tasty, hot, easy on 
the eye, drop-dead gorgeous, Brit informal fit, N 
Amer informal cute, foxy, Austral /NZ informal 
spunky, poebc/ literary beauteous, archaic comely, 
fair 

-opposites ugly. 

goodly ► adjective large, largish, sizeable, sub- 
stantial, considerable, respectable, significant, 
decent, generous, handsome, informal tidy, ser- 
ious 

-opposites paltry 

good-naturod ► adjective warm-hearted, 
friendly, amiable, neighbourly, benevolent, 
kind, kind-hearted, generous, unselfish, consid- 
erate, thoughtful, obliging, helpful, supportive, 
charitable; understanding, sympathetic, easy- 
going. accommodating. Bnt informal decent 
-opposites malicious 

gOOdnOSS ►noun Qhe hod some goodness m 
him: virtue, good, righteousness, morality, in- 
tegrity, rectitude, honesty, truth, truthfulness, 
honour, probity, propriety, decency, respect- 
ability, nobility, worthiness, worth, ment, 
trustworthiness, blamelessness, punty Q God's 
goodness towards us * kindness, kindliness, ten- 
derheartedness, humanity, mildness, benevo- 
lence. graciousness; tenderness, warmth, affec- 
tion. love, goodwill; sympathy, compassion, 
care, concern, understanding, tolerance, gener- 
osity, chanty, leniency, clemency, magnanim- 
ity ©slow cooking retains the food's goodness 
nutritional value, nutnents. wholesomeness 
nounshment 

goods ►plural noun Qhe dispatched the goods 
merchandise, wares, stock, commodities, pro- 
duce, products, articles, imports, exports, ©the 
dead man’s goods, property, possessions, effects, 
chattels, valuables, informal things, stuff, junk, 
gear, kit, bits and pieces, Bnt informal clobber 
© (Bnt ) most goods went by train freight, cargo, 
load, consignment, deliveiy, shipment. 

good-tempered ► adjective equable, even- 
tempered. imperturbable, unruffled, unflus- 
tered, untroubled, well balanced, easy-going, 
mellow, mild, calm, relaxed, cool, at ease, pla- 
cid, stable, level-headed, cheerful, upbeat, infor- 
mal unflappable, laid-back 
-opposites moody 

goodwill ► noun benevolence, compassion, 
goodness, kindness, consideration, chanty, co- 
operation, collaboration, friendliness, amity, 
thoughtfulness, decency, sympathy, under- 
standing. neighbourliness. 

-oppositbs hostility. 

goody-goody ► adjective (informal) self- 
righteous. sanctimonious, pious, pnm and 
proper, strait-laced, prudish, priggish, puritan- 
ical, moralistic, informal starchy, square 

gooey ►adjective ( informal) Qa gooey mess- 
sticky, viscous, viscid; gluey, tacky, gummy, 
treacly, syrupy; Bnt ciaggy; informal gloopy, 
gungy, icky; N Amer Informal gloppy ©a gooey 
film : sentimental, mawkish, cloying, sickly, sac- 
charine, sugary, syrupy; slushy, sloppy, mushy, 
romantic; Bnt twee; informal schmaltzy, lovey- 
dovey, cheesy, corny, sick-making; Bnt informal 
soppy; N. Amer informal comball, sappy. 

goose ► noun gander, gosling. See list at fowl 


gore 1 ►noun the film’s gratuitous gore, blood. 
bloodiness, bloodshed, slaughter, carnage, 
butchery 

gore 2 ► verb he was gored by a butt pierce, stab, 
stick, impale, spear, horn 
gorge ► noun the river runs through a gorge rav 
ine, canyon, gully, defile, couloir, chasm, gulf. 
N English dough, gill, N Amer gulch, coulee 
► verb Qthey gorged themselves on cakes stuff, 
cram, fill, glut, satiate, overindulge, overfill, in- 
formal pig ©vultures gorged on the flesh devour, 
guzzle, gobble, gulp (down), wolf, informal tuck 
into, demolish, polish off, scoff (down), down, 
stuff one’s face (with), Bnt mfonnal gollop, N 
Amer informal scarf (down/up) 
gorgeous ►adjective Qa gorgeous girl good- 
looking, attractive, beautiful, pretty, hand- 
some, lovely, stunning, striking, arresting, pre- 
possessing, fetching, captivating, bewitching, 
charming, enchanting, appealing, delightful, 
sexy, seductive, alluring, tantalizing, irresist- 
ible, ravishing, desirable. Scottish & N English 
bonny, informal fanciable, tasty, hot, easy on the 
eye, drop-dead gorgeous, Bnt informal fit, N Amer 
informal cute, foxy, Austral /NZ informal spunky. 
poetic/ literary beauteous, archaic comely, fair ©a 
gorgeous view spectacular, splendid, superb, 
wonderful, grand, impressive, aweinspiring, 
awesome, amazing, stunning, breathtaking, in- 
credible, informal sensational, fabulous, fantastic 
© gorgeous uniforms resplendent, magnificent, 
sumptuous, luxurious, elegant, opulent, daz- 
zling, brilliant Q (informal) gorgeous weather ex 
cellent, marvellous, superb, veiy good, first- 
rate, first-class, wonderful, magnificent, splen- 
did. mfonnal great, glonous, terrific, fantastic, 
fabulous, fab. ace, Bnt informal smashmg, bril- 
liant, brill, Austral /NZ informal bonzer 
-opposites ugly. drab, terrible 
gory ►adjective Qa gory ritual slaughter grisly, 
gruesome, violent, bloody, brutal, savage, 
ghastly, frightful, homd. fearful, hideous, ma- 
. cabre, horrible, horrific, shocking, appalling, 
monstrous, unspeakable; informal blood-and-guts, 
sick-making Ogory pieces of flesh bloody. 
bloodstained, bloodsoaked 
gospel ►noun Qthe Gospel was spread by mis- 
sionaries Christian teaching, Christian doc- 
trine, Christ’s teaching; the word of God, the 
New Testament © don’t treat this as gospel the 
truth; fact, actual fact, reality, actuality, factu- 
ality, the case, a certainty. © his gospel of non- 
violence doctrine, dogma, teaching, principle, 
ethic, creed, credo, ideology, ideal, belief, 
tenet, canon 

gossamer ► noun her dress swirled like gossamer 
cobwebs; silk, gauze, chiffon. 

► adjective a gossamer veil, gauzy, gossameiy, fine, 
diaphanous, delicate, filmy, floaty, chiffony, 
cobwebby, wispy, thin, light, insubstantial, 
flimsy, translucent, transparent, see-through, 
sheer. 

gossip ►noun Qtell me all the gossip tittle- 
tattle, tattle, rumour(s). whispers, canards, tit- 
bits; scandal, hearsay; informal dirt, buzz; Bnt in- 
formal goss; N. Amer informal scuttlebutt Qthey 
went for a gossip: chat, talk, conversation, chat- 
ter, heart-to-heart, t&te-A-t£te, blether, blather; 
discussion, dialogue; informal chit-chat, jaw. gas, 
confab, goss; Brit Informal natter, chinwag; N 
Amor, informal gabfest; Austral /NZ informal yam: for- 
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mal confabulation 0 she’s such a gossip scandal 
monger, gossipmonger, tattler, busybody, 
muckraker 

► verb Qshe gossiped about his wife spread ru 
mours, spread gossip, tittle-tattle, tattle, talk, 
whisper, tell tales, informal dish the dirt 
0 people sat around gossiping, chat, talk, con- 
verse, speak to each other, discuss things, infor- 
mal gas, chew the fat, chew the rag, jaw, yak, 
yap, Bnt informal natter, chinwag; N Amer informal 
shoot the breeze, shoot the bull, formal confabu- 
late 

gouge ► verb scoop out, hollow out. excavate, 
ait (out), dig (out), scrape (out), scratch (out) 
gourmand ► noun glutton, overeater, big 
eater, gobbler, gorger, informal (greedy) pig, gan- 
net, gieedy guts, gutbucket, guzzler 
gourmet ► noun gastronome, epicure, epicur- 
ean, connoisseur; informal foodie 
govern ►verb Qhe governs the province rule, 
preside over, reign over, control, be in charge 
of, command, lead, dominate, run, head, ad- 
minister, manage, regulate, oversee, supervise, 
mfomial be in the driving seat © the rules govern- 
ing social behaviour determine, decide, control, 
regulate, direct, rule, dictate, shape, affect, in- 
fluence, sway, act on, mould, modify, impact 
on 

governess ►noun tutor, instructress, du- 
enna, teacher 

government ►noun Qthe government an- 
nounced aits administration, executive, regime, 
authority, powers that be, directorate, council, 
leadership, cabinet, ministry, informal top brass 
See lists here and at legislative, politics ©they 
help him in the government of the country rule, 
running, leadership, control, administration, 
regulation, management, supervision 


governor ►noun leader, ruler, chief, head, 
premier, president, viceroy, chancellor: admin- 
istrator, principal, director, chairman/woman, 
chair, supenntendent, commissioner, control- 
ler, informal boss 

gown ► noun dress, frock, shift, robe 
grab ►verb ©Dot grabbed his arm seize, grasp, 
snatch, take hold of. gnp, clasp, clutch, take 
© [informal) I'll grab another drink obtain, acquire, 
get, buy, purchase, procure, seaire, snap up; 
gather, collect, achieve, attain, informal get one’s 
hands on, get one’s mitts on, get hold of, bag, 
score, nab 

► noun she made a grab for his gun lunge, snatch 

■ up for grabs (informal) available, obtainable, 
to be had, for the taking, for sale, on the mar- 
ket, informal for the asking, on tap, gettable 
grace ►noun ©the grace of a ballerina ele 
gance, poise, gracefulness, finesse, suppleness, 
agility, nimbleness, light-footedness ©he had 
the grace to look sheepish courtesy, decency, 
(good) manners, politeness, decorum, respect, 
tact © he fell from grace favour, approval, ap- 
probation, acceptance, esteem, regard, respect, 
goodwill ©he lived there by grace of the king fa- 
vour, goodwill, generosity, kindness, indul- 
gence. formal benefaction Qthey have five days’ 
grace to decide deferment, deferral, postpone- 
ment, suspension, adjournment, delay, pause; 
respite, stay, moratonum, reprieve Q say grace 
prayer of thanks, thanksgiving, blessing, 
benediction o the three Graces See list 
-opposites inelegance, efffonteiy, disfavour 

► verb Qthe occasion was graced by the prince dig 
nify, distinguish, honour, favour, enhance, en- 
noble, glorify, elevate, aggrandize, upgrade 
©a mosaic graced the floor adorn, embellish, 
decorate, ornament, enhance, beautify, pret- 
tify, enneh. bedeck 


Types and Systems of 
Government 

autocracy 

by an absolute ruler 

bureaucracy 

by state officials 

constitutionalism 

according to a constitution 

democracy 

by elected representatives 

despotism 

by a despot 

diarchy 

by two Independent authorities 

dictatorship 

by a dictator 

fascism 

by a right-wing, nationalistic 


regime 

federalism 

according to federal principles 

gynarchy 

by women 

heptarchy 

by seven rulers 

hlerocracy 

by priests 

imperialism 

by an emperor or empire 

meritocracy 

by people of proven ability 

monarchy 

by a monarch 

monocracy 

by one person 

ochlocracy 

by the populace or mob 

octarchy 

by eight people 

oligarchy 

by a small group of people 

plutocracy 

by the rich 

theocracy 

by priests representing a deity 

timocracy 

by property owners 

totalitarianism 

by an absolute ruler or regime 

stratocracy 

by the army 

synarchy 

by tyo or more people or 


groups 

tyranny 

by a tyrant 


The Three Graces 

Aglaia Thalia Euphrosyne 

graceful ► adjective elegant, fluid, fluent, nat- 
ural, neat, agile, supple, nimble, light-footed 

graceless ► adjective gauche, maladroit, 
inept, awkward, unsure, unpolished, unsophis- 
ticated, uncultured, unrefined; clumsy, ungain- 
ly, ungraceful, inelegant, uncoordinated, 
gawky, gangling, bumbling, tactless, thought- 
less, inconsiderate, informal cack-handed, ham- 
handed. ham-fisted 

gracious ►adjective ©a gracious hostess cour 
teous, polite, civil, chivalrous, well mannered, 
mannerly, decorous, tactful, diplomatic, kind, 
benevolent, considerate, thoughtful, obliging, 
accommodating, indulgent, magnanimous, 
friendly, amiable, cordial, hospitable, ©gra- 
cious colonial buildings, elegant, stylish, tasteful, 
graceful, comfortable, luxurious, sumptuous, 
opulent, grand, high-class; informal swanky, 
plush. 0 God’s gracious intervention’ merciful, 
compassionate, kind, forgiving, lenient, clem- 
ent. forbearing, humane, tender-hearted, sym- 
pathetic; indulgent, generous, magnanimous, 
benign, benevolent. 

-opposites rude, crude, cruel. 

gradation ►noun ©a gradation of ability 
range, scale, spectrum, compass, span, pro- 
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gression, hierarchy, ladder, pecking order 
Qeach pay band has a number of gradations 
level, grade, rank, position, status, stage, 
standard, echelon, rung, step, notch, class, stra- 
tum. group, grouping, set 

grade ► noun Q hotels within the same grade cat- 
egory, set. class, classification, grouping, 
group, bracket ©his job is oj the lowest grade 
rank, level, echelon, standing, position, class, 
status, order, step, rung, stratum, tier ©(A/ 
Amer ) the best grades in the school mark, score, as- 
sessment, evaluation, appraisal ©(A/ Amer) the 
fifth grade year, form, class 

► verb ©eggs are graded by size classify, class, 
categorize, bracket, sort, group, arrange, 
pigeonhole, rank, evaluate, rate, value ©(A/ 
Amer) the essays have been graded assess, mark, 
score, judge, evaluate, appraise Qthe colours 
grade into one another pass, shade, merge, 
blend 

■ make the grade ( informal) come up to stand 
ard, come up to scratch, qualify, pass, pass 
muster, measure up, succeed, win through, in- 
formal be up to snuff, cut it, cut the mustard 

gradient ►noun ©a steep gradient slope, in- 
cline, hill, rise, ramp, bank, acclivity, declivity, 
N Amer grade Qthe gradient of the line steep 
ness, angle, slant, slope, inclination 

gradual ►adjective ©a gradual transition slow, 
measured, unhumed, cautious, piecemeal, 
step-by-step, little-by-little, bit-by-bit, progres- 
sive, continuous, systematic, steady ©a grad- 
ual slope gentle, moderate, slight, easy 
-opposites abrupt, steep 

gradually ► adverb slowly, slowly but surely, 
cautiously, gently, gingerly, piecemeal, little by 
little, bit by bit, inch by inch, by degrees, pro- 
gressively, systematically, regularly, steadily 

graduate ►verb ©he wants to teach when he 
graduates qualify, pass one’s exams, get one’s 
degree, complete one’s studies ©she wants to 
graduate to serious drama progress, advance, 
move up ©a proposal to graduate income tax: 
rank, grade, order, group, classify, categorize 
©a thermometer graduated in Fahrenheit cali 
brate, mark off. measure out, grade 

graft 1 ► noun © grafts may die from lack of water 
scion, cutting, shoot, offshoot, bud, sprout, 
sprig © a skin graft transplant, implant 

► verb Qgrajt a bud onto the stem affix, join, in- 
sert, splice, ©fissile is grafted on to the cornea 
transplant, implant ©a mansion grafted on to 
a farmhouse attach, add, join. 

graft 2 (Bnt informal) ►noun hard graft See work 
noun sense 1. 

► verb they often graft for each other See work verb 
sense \. 

graft 3 ► noun ( informal) sweeping measures to curb 
official graft : corruption, bribery, subornation, 
dishonesty, deceit, fraud, unlawful practices, il- 
legal means; N. Amer payola, informal palm- 
greasing, hush money, kickbacks, crookedness, 
sharp practices. 

-opposites honesty. 

grain ►noun Qthe local farmers grow grain cer- 
eal. cereal crops. See list at cereal ©a grain of 
com: kernel, seed, gnst. ©grains of sand: gran- 
ule, particle, speck, mote, mite; bit, piece; 
scrap, crumb, fragment, morsel, ©a grain of 
truth, trace, hint, tinge, suggestion, shadow, 


bit, soupcon, scintilla, ounce, iota, jot, whit, 
scrap, shred, informal smidgen, smidge, tad 
Qthe gram of the timber texture, surface, fin- 
ish, weave, pattern 

grammar ►noun syntax, rules of language, 
morphology, linguistics See list 

grammatical ►adjective Qthe grammatical 
structure of a sentence syntactic, morphological, 
linguistic, ©a grammatical sentence well 
formed, correct, proper, acceptable, allowable 
grand ►adjective ©a grand hotel magnificent, 
imposing, impressive, awe-inspinng, splendid, 
resplendent, majestic, monumental, palatial, 
stately, large, luxurious, sumptuous, lavish, 
opulent, Bnt upmarket, N Amer upscale, informal 
fancy, posh, plush, classy, swanky, Bnt informal 
swish ©a grand scheme ambitious, bold, epic, 
big, extravagant ©a grand old lady august, 
distinguished, illustrious, eminent, esteemed, 
honoured, venerable, dignified, respectable, 
pre-eminent, prominent, notable, renowned, 
celebrated, famous; aristocratic, noble, regal, 
blue-blooded, high-born, patrician, informal 
upper-crust, Bnt informal posh, upmarket ©a 
grand total of £2,000 complete, comprehensive, 
all-inclusive, inclusive, final Qthe grand stair- 
case main, principal, central, prune, biggest, 
largest Q (informal) you're doing a grand job ex 
cellent, very good, marvellous, splendid, first- 
class. first-rate, wonderful, outstanding, ster- 
ling, fine, informal superb, terrific, great, super, 
ace, Bnt infonnal smashing, brilliant, bnll 
-opposites inferior, humble, minor, poor 

► noun ( informal) a cheque for ten grand thousand 
pounds /dollars, informal thou. K. N Amer informal 
G, gee 

grandeur ► noun splendour, magnificence, 
impressiveness, glory, resplendence, majesty, 
greatness, stateliness, pomp, ceremony 

grandfather ►noun Qhts grandfather lives 
here informal grandad, grandpa, gramps, grampy, 
grandaddy © the grandfather of modem liberalism 
founder, inventor, originator, cieator, initi- 
ator, father, founding father, pioneer ©our 
Victorian grandfathers • forefather, forebear, an- 
cestor, progenitor, antecedent 

► verb ( N Amer informal ) some smokers have been 
grandfathered exempt, excuse, free, exclude, 
grant immunity, spare, absolve, informal let off 
(the hook) 

grandiloquent ►adjective pompous, bombas- 
tic, magniloquent, pretentious, ostentatious, 
high-flown, orotund, florid, flowery; over- 
wrought, overblown, overdone, informal highfa- 
lutin, purple 
-opposites understated. 

grandiose ► adjective © the court’s grandiose fa- 
cade magnificent, impressive, grand, imposing, 
awe-inspiring, splendid, resplendent, majestic, 
glonous, elaborate, palatial, stately, luxurious, 
opulent; informal plush, swanky, flash ©a gran- 
diose plan: ambitious, bold, overambitious, ex- 
travagant, high-flown, flamboyant; informal over 
the top, OTT. 

-opposites humble, modest. 

grandmother ►noun informal grandma, 
granny, gran, nan, nanna. 

grant ►verb Qhe granted them leave of absence. 
allow, accord, permit, afford, vouchsafe. Qhe 
granted them £20,000. give, award, bestow on, 



379 


confer on, present with, provide with, endow 
with, supply with ©I grant that the difference is 
not absolute admit, accept, concede, yield, allow, 
appreciate, recognize, acknowledge, confess, 
agree 

-opposiTts refuse, deny 

► noun a grant from the council endowment, sub' 
vention, award, donation, bursary, allowance, 
subsidy, contribution, handout, allocation, gift; 
scholarship 

granular ► adjective powder, powdered, pow- 
dery, grainy, granulated, gritty 

granulated ► adjective powdered, crushed, 
crumbed, ground, minced, grated, pulverized 

granule ► noun grain, particle, fragment, bit, 
crumb, morsel, mote, speck 

graph ► noun use graphs to analyse your data 
chart, diagram, histogram, bar chart, pie 
chart, scatter diagram 

► verb we graphed the new prices plot, trace, draw 
up, delineate 

graphic ► adjective Qa graphic representation of 
language visual, symbolic, pictorial, illustra- 
tive, diagrammatic, drawn, written 0a graphic 
account vivid, explicit, expressive, detailed, un- 
inhibited, powerful, colourful, rich, lund, 
shocking, realistic, descriptive, illustrative, tell- 
ing, effective 
-opposites vague 

► noun ( Computing ) this printer's good enough for 
graphics picture, illustration, image, diagram, 
graph, chart 

grapple ►verb Qthe policemen grappled with 
him wrestle, struggle, tussle, brawl, fight, 
scuffle, battle ©he grappled his prey seize, 
grab, catch (hold of), take hold of, grasp Qshe 
is grappling with the problems of exile tackle, con- 
front, face, deal with, cope with, get to grips 
with, apply oneself to, devote oneself to 

grasp ► verb ©she grasped his hands grip, 
clutch, clasp, hold, clench, catch, seize, grab, 
snatch, latch on to © everybody grasped the im- 
portant points understand, comprehend, fol- 
low. take in, perceive, see, apprehend, assimi- 
late, absorb, informal get. catch on to, figure out, 
get one’s head around, take on board, Bnt infor- 
mal twig, suss (out) © he grasped the opportunity 
take advantage of, act on, seize, leap at, 
snatch, jump at, pounce on 
-opposites release, overlook 

► noun ©his grasp on her hand grip, hold; clutch, 
clasp, clench ©his domineering mother's grasp 
control, power, clutches, command, domin- 
ation, rule, tyranny ©a prize lay within their 
grasp • reach, scope, power, limits, range, 
sights Qyour grasp of history understanding, 
comprehension, perception, apprehension, 
awareness, grip, knowledge, mastery, com- 
mand. 

grasping ►adjective avaricious, acquisitive, 
greedy, rapacious, mercenary, materialistic, 
mean, miserly, parsimonious, niggardly, hoard- 
ing. selfish, possessive, close; informal tight- 
fisted. tight, stingy, money-grubbing, N Amer in- 
formal cheap, grabby. 

grass ►noun ©he sat down on the grass; turf, 
sod; lawn, green. See list © (informal) they smoked 
gross. See cannabis, ©(fldf informal) few clubs were 
without a grass: informer, mole, stool pigeon; in- 
formal snitch, snout, whistleblower, rat; Brit, infor- 


granular | gratification 

mal supergrass, nark, N Amer informal fink, 
stoolie 

► verb © the hill is completely grassed grass over, 
turf Q(Bnt informal) he grassed on the robbers in 
form, tell, give away, betray, sell out, informal 
split, blow the whistle, rat, peach, squeal, do 
the dirty, stitch up. sell down the river, Bnt in- 
formal shop, N Amer informal finger. Austral /NZ infor- 
mal dob, pimp 


Grasses, Sedges, and Rushes 


bamboo 

fiorin 

reed 

barley 

flowering 

reed grass 

beach grass 

rush 

reed mace 

beard grass 

fog 

rice 

bent 

foxtail 

rooigras 

Bermuda 

gama grass 

rush 

grass 

hair grass 

rye 

bluegrass 

hare’s-tall 

ryegrass 

bristle grass 

grass 

sawgrass 

brome 

Indian com 

sedge 

broomcorn 

Job's tears 

sheep’s 

buffalo grass 

kangaroo 

fescue 

bulrush 

grass 

small-reed 

bunch grass 

klkuyu grass 

sorghum 

button grass 

lemon grass 

sour grass 

canary grass 

lyme grass 

spartlna 

carex 

maize 

spear grass 

cat’s-tail 

marram 

spelt 

grass 

grass 

spinifex 

cheat grass 

meadow 

squirrel-tail 

China grass 

fescue 

grass 

chufa 

meadow 

star grass 

dubrush 

grass 

sugar cane 

cocksfoot 

melick 

swltchgrass 

cogon 

miKet 

sword grass 

cordgrass 

mUo 

teff 

corn 

moor grass 

teoslnte 

cotton grass 

oat 

timothy grass 

couch grass 

oat grass 

tussock 

crabgrass 

orchard 

grass 

cutgrass 

grass 

twitch grass 

cutting grass 

palmarosa 

umbrella plant 

danthonla 

pampas 

vernal grass 

darnel 

grass 

wheat 

deergrass 

panic grass 

wild oat 

dogstall 

papyrus 

wild rice 

dropseed 

paspaium 

wire grass 

durra 

pearl millet 

witch grass 

elephant 

quack grass 

woodrush 

grass 

quaking 

Yorkshire 

esparto 

grass 

»<>« 

feather grass 

quitch grass 

zoysla 

fescue 

«azor glass 


finger grass 

red top 



grate ►verb ©she grated the cheese shred, pul- 
verize, mince, gnnd, granulate, crush, crumble 
©her bones grated together grind, rub, rasp, 
scrape, jar, grit, creak ©the tune grates slightly; 
irritate, set someone’s teeth on edge, jar, 
annoy, nettle, chafe, fret; informal aggravate, get 
on someone’s nerves, get under someone’s 
skin, get someone’s goat 

grateful ► adjective thankful, appreciative, in- 
debted, obliged, obligated, in your debt, be- 
holden 

gratification ► noun satisfaction, fulfilment 
indulgence, relief, appeasement; pleasure, en- 
joyment, relish. 
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gratify ► verb ©it gratified him to be seen with 
her ■ please, gladden, make happy, delight, 
make someone feel good, satisfy, informal tickle 
pink, give someone a kick, buck up Qhe grati - 
fled his desires ■ satisfy, fulfil, indulge, comply 
with, pander to, cater to. give in to, satiate, 
feed, accommodate 
-opposites displease, frustrate 
grating 1 ► adjective Qthe chair made a grating 
noise scraping, scratching, grinding, rasping, 
jamng Qa grating voice * harsh, raucous, stri- 
dent, piercing, shnll. screechy, discordant, cac- 
ophonous. hoarse, rough, gravelly ©it’s written 
in grating language irritating, annoying, infuri- 
ating. irksome, maddening, displeasing, tire- 
some, jamng, discordant, inharmonious, un- 
suitable. inappropriate, informal aggravating 
-opposites harmonious, pleasing, appropriate 
grating 2 ► noun a strong iron grating grid, 
grate, grille, lattice, trellis, mesh 
gratis ► adverb free (of charge), without 
charge, for nothing, at no cost, gratuitously, in- 
formal on the house, for free 
gratitude ► noun gratefulness, thankfulness, 
thanks, appreciation, indebtedness, recogni- 
tion, acknowledgement, credit 
gratuitous ► adjective Q gratuitous violence un 
justified, uncalled for, unwarranted, unpro- 
voked, undue, indefensible, unjustifiable, need- 
less, unnecessary, inessential, unmerited, 
groundless, senseless, wanton, indiscriminate, 
excessive, immoderate, inordinate, inappropri- 
ate ©they offer gratuitous advice free, gratis, 
complimentaiy, voluntary, unpaid, free of 
charge, for nothing, Law pro bono (publico), in- 
formal for free, on the house. Bnt informal buck- 
shee 

-opposites necessary, paid, 
gratuity ►noun ( formal) tip, pourboire, bak- 
sheesh. gift, present, donation, reward, hand- 
out, bonus, extra, informal perk, formal perquisite 
grave 1 ► noun she left flowers at his grave bury 
ing place, tomb, sepulchre, vault, burial cham- 
ber. mausoleum, ciypt, last resting place 
grave 2 ►adjective Qa grave matter serious, im- 
portant, weighty, profound, significant, mo- 
mentous, critical, acute, urgent, pressing, dire, 
terrible, awful, dreadful, formal exigent © Jackie 
looked grave, solemn, serious, sober, unsmiling, 
grim, sombre, severe, stem, dour 
-opposites trivial, cheerful 
gravel ► noun shingle, gnt, pebbles, stones, 
gravelly ►adjective Qa gravelly beach shingly, 
pebbly, stony, gritty Qhis gravelly voice husky, 
gruff, throaty, deep, croaky, rasping, grating, 
harsh, rough 

gravestone ►noun headstone, tombstone, 
stone, monument, memonal. 
graveyard ► noun cemetery, churchyard, bur- 
ial ground, necropolis, informal boneyard, historical 
potter’s field, archaic God’s acre 
gravitas ►noun dignity, seriousness, solem- 
nity, gravity, sobriety 
— 0PP0S1TBS frivolity. 

gravitate ►verb MOVE, head, drift, be drawn, 
be attracted; tend, lean, incline 
gravity ► noun o the gravity of the situation: ser- 
iousness, importance, significance, weight, 
consequence, magnitude; acuteness, urgency, 


exigence, awfiilness, dreadfulness, formal mo- 
ment © the gravity of his demeanour solemnity, 
seriousness, sombreness, sobriety, soberness, 
seventy, gnmness, humourlessness, doumess, 
gloominess 

graze 1 ►verb the deer grazed feed, eat, crop, 
nibble, browse 

graze 2 ► verb Qhe grazed his knuckles on the box 
scrape, abrade, skm, scratch, chafe, bark, 
scuff, rasp, cut, nick ©his shot grazed the far 
post touch, brush, shave, skim, kiss, scrape, 
clip, glance off 

► noun grazes on the skin scratch, scrape, abra- 
sion, cut. Medicine trauma 

grease ► noun o axle grease lubricant, lubn- 
cation, unguent, informal lube Qthe kitchen was 
filmed with grease fat, oil, cooking oil, animal 
fat, lard, suet ©his hair was smothered with 
grease oil, cream, lotion, gel, trademark Bryl- 
creem 

► verb grease a baking dish lubricate, oil. smear 
with oil 

greasy ► adjective Qa greasy supper fatty, oily, 
buttery, oleaginous, formal pinguid © greasy 
hair oily ©the pitch was very greasy slippery, 
slick, slimy, slithery, oily, informal slippy, skiddy 
Qa greasy little man ingratiating, obsequious, 
sycophantic, fawning, toadying, grovelling, ef- 
fusive, gushing, gushy, unctuous, oily, informal 
smarmy, slimy, bootlicking, sucky 
-opposites lean, dry 

great ►adjective ©they showed great interest 
considerable, substantial, significant, appre- 
ciable. special, senous. exceptional, extraordin- 
ary Qa great expanse of water large, big, ex- 
tensive, expansive, broad, wide, sizeable, 
ample, vast, immense, huge, enormous, mas- 
sive. informal humongous, whopping, Bnt informal 
ginormous © a great big house very, extremely, 
exceedingly, exceptionally, especially, really, in- 
formal dirty Qyou great fool/ absolute, total, 

. utter, out-and-out, downright, thoroughgoing, 
complete, perfect, positive, prize, sheer, arrant, 
unqualified, consummate, ventable, informal 
thundering, Bnt mfonnal nght, proper © great 
writers prominent, eminent, important, distin- 
guished, illustrious, celebrated, honoured, ac- 
claimed, admired, esteemed, revered, re- 
nowned, notable, famous, famed, well known, 
leading, top, major, principal, first-rate, match- 
less, peerless, star Qthe country is now a great 
power, powerful, dominant, influential, strong, 
potent, formidable, redoubtable, leading, im- 
portant, foremost, major, chief, principal Qa 
great castle magnificent, imposing, impressive, 
awe-inspmng, grand, splendid, majestic, sump- 
tuous, resplendent. Qa great sportsman : expert, 
skilful, skilled, adept, accomplished, talented, 
fine, masterly, master, brilliant, virtuoso, mar- 
vellous, outstanding, first class, superb; informal 
crack, ace, Al, class ©a great fan of rugby en- 
thusiastic, eager, keen, zealous, devoted, ar- 
dent, fanatical, passionate, dedicated, commit- 
ted CD we had a great time ■ enjoyable, delight- 
ful, lovely, pleasant, congenial; exciting, thrill- 
ing, excellent, marvellous, wonderful, fine, 
splendid, very good; informal terrific, fantastic, 
fabulous, fab, super, grand, cool, Bnt informal 
smashing, brilliant, brill. Austral. /NZ Informal bon- 
zer, beaut; Brit informal, dated spiffing; N. Amer in- 
formal, dated swell. 
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-opposites little, small, minor, modest, poor, 
unenthusiastic, bad 

greatly ► adverb very much, considerably, sub- 
stantially, appreciably, significantly, markedly, 
sizeably, seriously, materially, profoundly, 
enormously, vastly, immensely, tremendously, 
mightily, abundantly, extremely, exceedingly. 
informal plenty, majorly 
-opposites slightly 

greatness ► noun Qu woman destined for 
greatness eminence, distinction, lllustnousness, 
repute, high standing, importance, sigmfi- 
cance, celebrity, fame, prominence, renown 
©his greatness as a writer brilliance, genius, 
prowess, talent, expertise, mastery, artistry, 
virtuosity, skill, proficiency, flair, finesse, call- 
bre, distinction 

greed, greediness ► noun Q human greed 
avarice, cupidity, acquisitiveness, covetous- 
ness, rapacity, materialism, mercenariness, 
Mammomsm, informal money-grubbing, money- 
grabbing ©her mouth watered with greed glut 
tony, hunger, voracity, insatiability, gourmand- 
ism, intemperance, overeating, self-mdulgence, 
informal piggishness Q their greed for power de 
sire, appetite, hunger, thirst, craving, longing, 
yearning, hankering, avidity, eagerness, informal 
yen, itch 

-opposites generosity, temperance, indiffer- 
ence 

greedy ► adjective Qa greedy eater glutton 
ous. ravenous, voracious, intemperate, self-in- 
dulgent, insatiable, wolfish, informal piggish, 
piggy 0 a greedy millionaire avaricious, acquisi- 
tive, covetous, grasping, materialistic, mer- 
cenary. possessive, informal money-grubbing, 
money-grabbing, N Amer informal grabby © she is 
greedy for a title eager, avid, hungry, craving, 
longing, yearning, hankering, impatient, anx- 
ious. informal dying, itching, gagging 

green ► adjective Qu green scarf vindescent, 
olive green, pea green, emerald green, lime 
green, bottle green, Lincoln green, sea green, 
eau de Nil, poetic /literary virescent, glaucous ©a 
green island verdant, grassy, leafy, verdurous 
©he promotes Green issues environmental, eco- 
logical. conservation, eco- ©u green alternative 
to diesel environmentally friendly, non- 
polluting, ozone-friendly ©green bananas un 
ripe, immature. Q green timber unseasoned, 
not aged, unfinished, pliable, supple, ©green 
baton raw, fresh, unsmoked, uncured ©the 
new lieutenant was very green inexperienced, un- 
versed, callow, immature, new, raw, unsea- 
soned. untned, inexpert, untrained, unquali- 
fied, ignorant, simple, unsophisticated, unpol- 
ished, naive, innocent, ingenuous, credulous, 
gullible, unworldly; informal wet behind the ears, 
bom yesterday 0 he went green pale, wan, pal- 
lid. ashen, ashen-faced, pasty, pasty-faced, grey, 
whitish, washed out, whey-faced, waxen, waxy, 
blanched, drained, pinched, sallow; sickly, nau- 
seous. ill, sick, unhealthy. 

-opposites barren, dry, cured, expenenced, 
ruddy. 

► noun Qa canopy of green over the road : foliage, 
greenery, plants, leaves, leafage, vegetation 
©a village green: lawn, common, grassy area, 
sward, ©they had roast beef and greens, veget 
ables, leaf vegetables, informal veg, veggies. 
Q Greens are against multinationals: environmen 


talist, conservationist, preservationist, nature- 
lover, eco-activist. 

greenery ►noun foliage, vegetation, plants, 
green, leaves, leafage, undergrowth, plant life, 
flora, herbage, verdure 

greenhorn ► noun ( N Amer informal) See novice 
sense 1 

greenhouse ► noun hothouse, glasshouse, 
conservatory 

greet ►verb Qshe greeted Hank cheerily say 
hello to, address, salute, hail, halloo, wel- 
come, meet, receive ©the decision was greeted 
with outrage receive, acknowledge, respond to, 
react to, take 

greeting ► noun Q he shouted a greeting hello, 
salute, salutation, address, welcome, acknow- 
ledgement © birthday greetings best wishes, 
good wishes, congratulations, felicitations, 
compliments, regards, respects 
-opposites farewell 

gregarious ►adjective Qhe was Jim-loving and 
gregarious sociable, company-loving, convivial, 
companionable, outgoing, friendly, atfable, 
amiable, genial, warm, comradely, clubbable, 
Scottish couthy, informal chummy, pally, Bnt infor- 
mal matey 0 gregarious fish social, living in 
groups 

-opposites unsociable 

grey ► adjective Q a grey suit silvery, silver-grey, 
gunmetal, slate, charcoal, smoky 0his grey 
hair white, silver, hoary ©a grey day cloudy, 
overcast, dull, sunless, gloomy, dreary, dismal, 
sombre, bleak, murky Qher face looked grey 
ashen, wan, pale, pasty, pallid, colourless, 
bloodless, white, waxen, sickly, peaky, drained, 
drawn, deathly ©the grey daily routine charac 
terless, colourless, nondescript, unremark- 
able, insipid, jejune, flat, bland, dry, stale, dull, 
uninteresting, bonng, tedious, monotonous 
©a grey area ambiguous, doubtful, unclear, 
uncertain, indefinite, open to question, debat- 
able ©the grey economy unofficial, informal, 
irregular, back-door 

-opposites sunny, ruddy, lively, certain 
► verb the population greyed age, grow old, ma- 
ture 

grid ► noun Qa metal grid grating, mesh, 
grille, gauze, lattice ©the grid of streets net 
work, matrix, reticulation 
grief ► noun Qhe was overcome with grief sor 
row, misery, sadness, anguish, pam, distress, 
heartache, heartbreak, agony, torment, afflic- 
tion. suffering, woe, desolation, dejection, des- 
pair, mourning, moumfiilness, bereavement, 
lamentation, poetic /literary dolour, dole. © (infor- 
mal) the police gave me loads of grief trouble, an- 
noyance, bother, irritation, vexation, harass- 
ment, informal aggravation, aggro, hassle. 
-opposites joy 

■ come to grief fail, meet with disaster, mis- 
carry, go wrong, go awiy, fall through, fall flat, 
founder, come to nothing, come to naught, m - 
formal come unstuck, come a cropper, flop, go 
phut, Bnt informal go pear-shaped 
grlef-Stricken ► adjective sorrowful, sor- 
rowing, miserable, sad, heartbroken, broken- 
hearted, anguished, pained, distressed, tor- 
mented, suffering, woeful, doleful, desolate, 
despairing, devastated, upset, inconsolable, 
wretched, mourning, grieving, mournful, be- 
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reaved, lamenting, poetic /literary dolorous, heart- 
sick 

-opposites joyful 

grievance ► noun Q social and economic griev- 
ances injustice, wrong, injury, ill, unfairness, 
affront, insult, indignity Q students voiced their 
grievances complaint, criticism, objection, 
grumble, grouse, ill feeling, bad feeling, resent- 
ment, bitterness, pique, informal gripe, whinge, 
moan, grouch, niggle, beef, bone to pick 

grieve ►verb ©she grieved for her father mourn, 
lament, sorrow, be sorrowful, cry, sob, weep, 
shed tears, keen, weep and wail, beat one's 
breast ©it grieved me to leave her sadden, 
upset, distress, pain, hurt, wound, break 
someone’s heart, make someone’s heart bleed 
-opposites rejoice, please 

grievous (formal) ►adjective ©his death was a 
grievous blow serious, severe, grave, bad, critic- 
al, dreadful, terrible, awful, crushing, calami- 
tous. painful, agonizing, traumatic, wounding, 
damaging, injurious, sharp, acute ©a grievous 
sin heinous, grave, deplorable, shocking, appal- 
ling, atrocious, gross, dreadful, egregious, ini- 
quitous 

-opposites slight, trivial 

grim ►adjective ©his grim expression stern, for- 
bidding. uninviting, unsmiling, dour, formid- 
able, harsh, steely, flinty, stony; cross, churlish, 
crabbed, surly, sour, ill-tempered, fierce, fer- 
ocious, threatening, menacing, implacable, 
ruthless, merciless ©gnm humour black, dark, 
mirthless, bleak, cynical 0 the asylum holds 
some gnm secrets dreadful, dire, ghastly, hor- 
rible. horrendous, homd, temble, awful, ap- 
palling, frightful, shocking, unspeakable, 
gnsly, gruesome, hideous, macabre, depressing, 
distressing, upsetting, worrying, unpleasant 
©a gnm little hovel bleak, dreary, dismal, 
dingy, wretched, miserable, depressing, cheer- 
less. comfortless, joyless, gloomy, uninviting, 
informal God-awful Qgnm determination reso 
lute, determined, firm, decided, steadfast, dead 
set, obstinate, stubborn, obdurate, unyielding, 
intractable, uncompromising, unshakeable, un- 
relenting, relentless, dogged, tenacious 
-opposites amiable, pleasant 

grimace ► noun his mouth twisted into a grimace 
scowl, frown, sneer; face 

► verb Nina gnmaced at Joe scowl, frown, sneer, 
glower, lour, make a face, make faces, pull a 
face, Bnt gim 

-opposites smile. 

grime ► noun her skirt was smeared with grime 
dirt, smut, soot, dust, mud, filth, mire, informal 
muck, yuck, crud, Bnt informal grot, gunge 

► verb concrete grimed by diesel exhaust blacken, 
dirty, stain, soil, poetic/ literary begnme, besmirch 

grimy ►adjective dirty, grubby, mucky, soiled, 
stained, smeared, filthy, smutty, sooty, dusty, 
muddy, informal yucky, cruddy, Bnt informal 
manky, grotty, gungy, Austral /NZ scungy, poetic / 
literary besmirched, begnmed. 

-opposites clean 

grin ► verb he grinned at her. smile, smile broad- 
ly, beam, smile from ear to ear, gnn like a 
Cheshire cat; smirk; informal be all smiles. 

► noun a silly gnn: smile, broad smile, smirk. 
-opposites frown, scowl 


grind ►verb ©the sandstone is ground into pow- 
der crush, pound, pulvenze, mill, granulate, 
crumble, smash, press, technical triturate, com- 
minute, archaic levigate, bray ©a knife being 
ground on a wheel sharpen, whet, hone, file, 
strop, smooth, polish, sand, sandpaper ©one 
tectonic plate gnnds against another rub, grate, 
scrape, rasp 

► noun the daily gnnd drudgery, toil, hard work, 
labour, donkey work, exertion, chores, slog, in- 
formal fag, sweat, poetic /literary travail 

■ grind away labour, toil, work hard, slave 
(away), work one’s fingers to the bone, work 
like a Trojan, work like a dog, informal slog, plug 
away, beaver away, work one’s socks off, Bnt in- 
formal graft, poetic/ literary travail, archaic drudge 

■ grind someone down oppress, crush, per- 
secute, tyrannize, ill-treat, maltreat 

grip ► verb ©she gnpped the edge of the table 
grasp, clutch, hold, clasp, take hold of. clench, 
grab, seize, cling to. squeeze, press Q Harry 
was gnpped by a sneezing fit afflict, affect, take 
over, beset, rack, convulse ©we were gnpped by 
the drama engross, enthral, absorb, nvet. 
spellbind, hold spellbound, bewitch, fascinate, 
hold, mesmerize, enrapture, interest 
-opposites release 

► noun ©a tight gnp grasp, hold ©the wheels 
lost their gnp on the road traction, purchase, 
friction, adhesion, resistance ©he was in the 
gnp of an obsession control, power, hold, 
stranglehold, clutches, command, mastery, in- 
fluence Ol had a pretty good gnp on the situ- 
ation. understanding, comprehension, grasp, 
perception, awareness, apprehension, concep- 
tion, formal cognizance ©a leather gnp travel 
ling bag, bag, holdall, overnight bag, flight 
bag. kitbag, Gladstone bag 

■ come/get to grips with deal with, cope 
with, handle, grasp, grasp the nettle of, tackle, 
undertake, take on. grapple with, face, face up 
to, confront 

gripe (informal) ►verb he's always gnping about 
something complain, grumble, grouse, protest, 
whine, bleat: informal moan, bellyache, beef, 
bitch, whinge, Bnt informal chunter, N Amer infor- 
mal kvetch 

► noun employees’ gnpes complaint, grumble, 
grouse, grievance, objection, cavil, quibble, nig- 
gle, informal moan, beef, whmge, N Amer informal 
kvetch 

gripping ►adjective engrossing, enthralling, 
absorbing, nvetmg, captivating, spellbinding, 
bewitching, fascinating, compulsive, compel- 
ling, mesmerizing, thrilling, exciting, action- 
packed, dramatic, stimulating; informal unput- 
downable, page-turning 
-opposites boring 

grisly ►adjective gruesome, ghastly, frightful, 
horrid, horrifying, fearful, hideous, macabre, 
spine-chilling, horrible, horrendous, grim, 
awful, dire, dreadful, terrible, horrific, shock- 
ing, appalling, abominable, loathsome, abhor- 
rent, odious, monstrous, unspeakable, disgust- 
ing, repulsive, repugnant, revolting, repellent, 
sickening; informal sick-making, gross, archaic dis- 
gustful 

gristly ► adjective stringy, sinewy, fibrous, 
tough, leathery, chewy. 

grit ► noun ©the grit from the paths, gravel, peb- 
bles, stones, shingle, sand; dust. dirt, ©the true 
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grit of a seasoned campaigner courage, bravery, 
pluck, mettle, backbone, spirit, strength of 
character, strength of will, moral fibre, steel, 
nerve, fortitude, toughness, hardiness, resolve, 
resolution, determination, tenacity, persever- 
ance, endurance; informal guts, spunk, Bnt informal 
bottle 

► verb Gina gritted her teeth clench, clamp to- 
gether, shut tightly, grind, gnash 

gritty ► adjective Qagntty floor sandy, gravelly, 
pebbly, stony, powdery, dusty Qa gntty per 
formance courageous, brave, plucky, mettle- 
some, stout-hearted, valiant, bold, spirited, in- 
trepid, tough, determined, resolute, purposeful, 
dogged, tenacious, informal gutsy, spunky 
grizzle ►verb ( Bnt informal) cry, whimpei, 
mewl, snivel, sob, wail, Scottish greet 
grizzled ►adjective grey, greying, silver, sil- 
very, snowy, white, salt-and-pepper, grey- 
haired, hoary 

groan ►verb Qshe groaned and rubbed her stom- 
ach moan, whimper, cry, call out Qthey were 
groaning about the management complain, grum- 
ble, grouse, informal moan, niggle, beef, belly- 
ache, bitch, whmge, gripe Qthe old wooden 
door groaned creak, squeak, grate, iasp 

► noun Qa groan of anguish moan, cry, whimper 
Other? moam and groans complaint, grumble, 
grouse, objection, protest, grievance, informal 
grouch, moan, beef, whmge, informal gnpe 
Qthe groan of the elevator creaking, creak, 
squeak, grating, grinding 

groggy ►adjective dazed, muzzy, stupefied, in 
a stupor, befuddled, fuddled, disoriented, dis- 
orientated, dizzy, punch-drunk, shaky, un- 
steady, wobbly, weak, faint, informal dopey, 
woozy, not with it 

groin ► noun crotch, crutch, genitals 
-RELATED TERMS inguinal, 
groom ►verb Qshe groomed her pony curry, 
brush, comb, clean, rub down ©lus dark hair 
was carefully groomed brush, comb, arrange, do, 
tidy, spruce up, smarten up. preen, primp, infor- 
mal fix Qthey were groomed for stardom pre 
pare, prime, ready, condition, tailor, coach, 
tram, instruct, drill, teach, school 

► noun Qa groom took hi s horse stable hand, 
stableman, stable lad, stable boy, stable girl, 
histoncal equerry Qthe bride and groom • bride 
groom, newly-mamed man, newly-wed 

groove ► noun furrow, channel, trench, 
trough, canal, gouge, hollow, indentation, rut, 
gutter, cutting, cut, fissure. Carpentry rebate 
grooved ►adjective furrowed, fluted, corru- 
gated, ribbed, ridged 

grope ► verb Qshe groped for her glasses fumble, 
scrabble, fish, ferret, rummage, feel, search, 
hunt, Bnt informal rootle. Q (informal) one of the 
men started groping her fondle, touch; informal 
paw, maul, feel up. touch up. 
gross ► adjective Q the man was pale and gross 
obese, corpulent, overweight, fat, big, large, 
fleshy, flabby, portly, bloated; informal porky, 
pudgy, tubby, blubbeiy, roly-poly, Bnt informal 
podgy, fubsy ©men of gross natures boorish, 
coarse, vulgar, loutish, oafish, thuggish, bru- 
tish. philistine, uncouth, crass, common, unre- 
fined. unsophisticated, uncultured, unculti- 
vated; informal cloddish; Bnt Informal yobbish 
Q (Informal) the place smelled gross' disgusting, re- 


pellent. repulsive, abhorrent, loathsome, foul, 
nasty, obnoxious, unpalatable, sickening, nau- 
seating, stomach-churning, N Amer vomitous, 
informal yucky, icky, sick-making, gut-chuming, 
archaic disgustful Qa gross distortion of the truth 
flagrant, blatant, glaring, obvious, overt, 
naked, barefaced, shameless, brazen, auda- 
cious, brass-necked, undisguised, unconcealed, 
patent, transparent, manifest, palpable, out- 
and-out, utter, complete 0 their gross income 
total, whole, entire, complete, full, overall, 
combined, aggregate, before deductions, before 
tax 

-opposites slender, refined, pleasant, net 

► verb he grosses over a million dollars a month earn. 
make, bring in, take, get, receive, collect, infor- 
mal rake in 

grotesque ►adjective Qa grotesque creature 
malformed, deformed, misshapen, mispropor 
tioned, distorted, twisted, gnarled, mangled, 
mutilated, ugly, unsightly, monstrous, hideous, 
freakish, unnatural, abnormal, strange, odd, 
pecuhai, informal weird, freaky Qgroiesque mis- 
management of funds outrageous, monstrous, 
shocking, appalling, preposterous, ridiculous, 
ludicrous, farcical, unbelievable, incredible 
-opposites normal 

grotto ► noun cave, cavern, hollow, pothole, 
underground chamber 

grouch ( informal) ►noun an til-mannered grouch 
grumbler, complainer, moaner, informal grump, 
sourpuss, crosspatch, whinger. Bnt informal mis- 
ery, bear with a sore head, N Amer informal sore- 
head, kvetch 

► verb there's not a lot to grouch about grumble. 
complain, grouse, whine, bleat, carp, cavil, infor- 
mal moan, whmge, gripe, beef, bellyache, bitch, 
sound off, Bnt informal chunter. N Amer informal 
kvetch 

grouchy ►adjective grumpy, cross, irritable, 
bad-tempered, crotchety, crabby, crabbed, can- 
tankerous, curmudgeonly, testy, tetchy, huffy, 
snappish, waspish, pnckly, informal snappy. Bnt 
mfomial narky, ratty, like a bear with a sore 
head, whingy, N Amer informal cranky, sore- 
headed, informal, dated miffy 

ground ►noun Qshd collapsed on the ground 
floor, earth, terra firma, flooring, mfomial deck 
Qthe soggy ground earth, soil, dirt, clay, loam, 
turf, clod, sod, land, terrain o the team’s home 
ground stadium, pitch, field, arena, track; N 
Amer bowl, Bnt informal park Qthe mansion’s 
grounds estate, gardens, lawns, park, park- 
land, land, acres, pioperty, surroundings, hold- 
ing, territory, archaic demesne 0 grounds for dis- 
missal reason, cause, basis, base, foundation, 
justification, rationale, argument, premise, oc- 
casion, excuse, pretext, motive, motivation 
© coffee grounds sediment, precipitate, settlings, 
dregs, lees, deposit, residue, archaic grouts 

► verb Qthe boat grounded on a mud bank run 
aground, run ashore, beach, land, ©an asser- 
tion grounded on results of several studies base, 
found, establish, root, build, construct, form 
Qthey were grounded in classics and history, in 
struct, coach, teach, tutor, educate, school, 
tram, drill, prime, prepare, familiarize with, 
acquaint with. 

groundless ► adjective baseless, without 
basis, without foundation, ill-founded, un- 
founded, unsupported, uncorroborated, un- 
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proven, empty, idle, unsubstantiated, unwar- 
ranted, unjustified, unjustifiable, without 
cause, without reason, without justification, 
unreasonable, irrational, illogical, misguided 

groundwork ► noun preliminary work, pre- 
liminaries, preparations, spadework, legwork, 
donkey work, planning, arrangements, organ- 
ization. homework, basics, essentials, funda- 
mentals. underpinning, foundation 

group ► noun O the exhibits were divided into three 
distinct groups, category, class, classification, 
grouping, set, lot, batch, bracket, type, sort, 
kind, variety, family, species, genus, breed, 
grade, grading, rank, status ©a group of tour- 
ists crowd, party, body, band, company, gath- 
ering, congregation, assembly, collection, clus- 
ter, flock, pack, troop, gang, informal bunch ©a 
coup attempt by a group within the parliament fac 
tion, division, section, clique, coterie, circle, 
set, nng, camp, bloc, caucus, cabal, fringe 
movement, splinter group Qthe women’s group 
association, club, society, league, guild, circle, 
union ©a small group of trees cluster, knot, 
collection, mass, clump 0 a local folk group 
band, ensemble, act, informal lme-up, combo, 
outfit 

► verb Qpatients were grouped according to their 
symptoms categorize, classify, class, catalogue, 
sort, bracket, pigeonhole, grade, rate, rank 
© wooden chain were grouped round the table 
place, arrange, assemble, organize, range, line 
up, dispose Qthe two parties grouped together 
unite, join together/up, team up, join forces, 
get together, ally, form an alliance, affiliate, 
combine, collaborate, work together, pull to- 
gether, cooperate 

grouse ► verb she groused about the food grum 
ble, complain, protest, whine, bleat, carp, 
cavil, make a fuss, informal moan, bellyache, 
gnpe, beef, bitch, grouch, whinge, sound off. 
Brit informal chunter, create, N Amer informal 
kvetch 

► noun our biggest grouse was about the noise grum- 
ble. complaint, grievance, objection, cavil, 
quibble, informal moan, beef, gnpe, grouch 

grove ►noun copse, wood, thicket, coppice, 
orchard, plantation; Bnt spinney, archaic hurst, 
holt 

grovel ► verb Q George grovelled at his feet pros 
trate oneself, lie, kneel, cnnge ©she was not 
going to grovel to him be obsequious, fawn on, 
kowtow, bow and scrape, toady, truckle, abase 
oneself, humble oneself, curiy favour with, 
flatter, dance attendance on, make up to, play 
up to, ingratiate oneself with; informal crawl, 
creep, suck up to, lick someone’s boots 

grow ►verb Qthe boys had grown get bigger, 
get taller, get larger, increase m size © sales 
and profits continue to grow: increase, swell, 
multiply, snowball, mushroom, balloon, build 
u mount up, pile up; informal skyrocket 
0 jlowers grew among the rocks ■ sprout, germin- 
ate. shoot up. spring up. develop, bud, burst 
forth, bloom, flourish, thrive, run not Qhe 
grew vegetables ■ cultivate, produce, propagate, 
raise, rear, nurture, tend; farm. Qthe family 
business grew expand, extend, develop, progress, 
make progress; flourish, thnve, burgeon, pros- 
per, succeed, boom. Qthe fable grew from an an- 
cient Indian source: originate, stem, spnng, arise. 


emerge, issue, develop, evolve. © Leonora grew 
bored, become, get, turn, begin to feel 
-opposites shnnk, decline 

growl ► verb snarl, bark, yap, bay 

grown-up ► noun she wanted to be treated like a 
grown-up. adult, (grown) woman, (grown) man, 
mature woman, mature man 
-oppositfs child 

► adjective she has two grown-up daughten adult, 
mature, of age, fully grown, full-grown, fully 
developed 

growth ►noun Qpopulation growth increase, 
expansion, augmentation, proliferation, multi- 
plication, enlargement, mushrooming, snow- 
balling, rise, escalation, build-up ©the growth 
of plants development, maturation, growing, 
germination, sprouting; blooming ©the 
marked growth of local enterprises, expansion, ex- 
tension, development, progress, advance, ad- 
vancement, headway, spread, nse, success, 
boom, upturn, upswing ©a growth on his jaw: 
tumour, malignancy, cancer, lump, excres- 
cence, outgrowth, swelling, nodule, cyst, polyp 
-opposites decrease, decline 
grub ► noun Qa small black grub' larva; maggot, 
caterpillar © (informal) pub grub See food sense 
1 

► verb O kids grubbing around in the dirt dig, poke, 
scratch © they grubbed up the old trees dig up, 
unearth, uproot, root up/out, pull up/out, tear 
out ©he began grubbing about in the bin rum 
mage, search, hunt, delve, dig, scrabble, ferret, 
root, rifle, fish, poke. Bnt informal rootle. Austral/ 
NZ informal fossick through 

grubby ► adjective dirty, gnmy, filthy, mucky, 
unwashed, stained, soiled, smeared, spotted, 
muddy, dusty, sooty, unhygienic, insanitary, in- 
formal cruddy, yucky, Bnt informal manky, grotty, 
gungy, poetic /literary befouled, begnmed 
-opposites clean 

grudge ► noun a former employee with a grudge 
grievance, resentment, bitterness, rancour, 
pique, umbrage, dissatisfaction, disgruntle- 
ment, bad feelings, hard feelings, ill feelings, 
ill will, animosity, antipathy, antagonism, en- 
mity, animus, informal a chip on one’s shoulder 

► verb Qhe grudged the time that the meetings in- 
volved begrudge, resent, feel aggrieved about, 
be resentful of, mind, object to, take exception 
to ©/ don’t grudge you your success envy, be- 
grudge, resent, be jealous of, be envious of, be 
resentful of. 

grudging ► adjective reluctant, unwilling, 
forced, half-hearted, unenthusiastic, hesitant; 
begrudging, resentful 
-opposites eager. 

gruelling ► adjective exhausting, tiring, fa- 
tiguing, wearying, taxing, draining, debilitat- 
ing; demanding, exacting, difficult, hard, ardu- 
ous. strenuous, laborious, back-breaking, harsh, 
severe, stiff, punishing, crippling; informal kill- 
ing. murderous, hellish; Bnt informal knackering 

gruesome ►adjective grisly, ghastly, fright- 
ful, horrid, horrifying, hideous, horrible, hor- 
rendous, grim, awful, dire, dreadful, terrible, 
horrific, shocking, appalling, disgusting, repul- 
sive. repugnant, revolting, repellent, sickening; 
loathsome, abhorrent, odious, monstrous, un- 
speakable; informal sick, sick-making, gross; ar- 
chaic disgustful. 
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-opposites pleasant. 

gruff ► adjective Q a gruff reply | his gruff exterior 
abrupt, brusque, curt, short, blunt, bluff, no- 
nonsense; laconic, taciturn; surly, churlish, 
grumpy, crotchety, crabby, crabbed, cross, bad- 
tempered, short-tempered, ill-natured, crusty, 
tetchy, beansh, ungracious, unceremonious, in- 
formal grouchy. 0 a gruff voice rough, guttural, 
throaty, gravelly, husky, croaking, rasping, 
raspy, growly, hoarse, harsh, low, thick 
-opposites friendly, soft. 

grumble ► verb they grumbled about the disrup- 
tion complain, grouse, whme, mutter, bleat, 
carp, cavil, protest, make a fuss, informal moan, 
bellyache, beef, gripe, bitch, grouch, whmge, 
sound off, Brit informal chunter, create, N English 
informal mither, N Amer informal kvetch 

► noun his customers' grumbles complaint, grouse, 
grievance, protest, cavil, quibble, criticism, infor- 
mal grouch, moan, whinge, beef, bitch, gnpe 

grumpy ► adjective bad-tempered, crabby, ill- 
tempered, short-tempered, crotchety, tetchy, 
testy, crabbed, waspish, pnckly, touchy, irrit- 
able, irascible, crusty, cantankerous, curmudg- 
eonly, beansh. surly, ill-natured, churlish, ill- 
humoured. peevish, cross, fractious, disagree- 
able, pettish; informal grouchy, snappy, snappish, 
Bnt informal shirty, stroppy, narky, ratty, eggy, 
like a bear with a sore head. N Amer informal 
cranky, omeiy, soreheaded, infernal, dated miffy 
-opposites good-humoured 

guarantee ►noun Q all repairs have a one-year 
guarantee * warranty, warrant 0 a guarantee 
that the hospital will stay open promise, assur- 
ance, word (of honour), pledge, vow. oath, 
bond, commitment, covenant Qbanks usually 
demand a personal guarantee for loans collat 
eral, secunty, surety, guaranty, earnest. 

► verb Qhe agreed to guarantee the loan under 
write, put up collateral for 0 can you guarantee 
he wasn’t involved? promise, swear, swear to the 
fact, pledge, vow, undertake, give one’s word, 
give an assurance, give an undertaking, take an 
oath, cross one’s heart (and hope to die), archaic 
plight 

guard ►verb Q infantry guarded the barricaded 
bridge protect, stand guard over, watch over, 
keep an eye on, cover, patrol, police, defend, 
shield, safeguard, keep safe, secure 0t he pris- 
oners were guarded by armed men. keep under 
surveillance, keep under guard, keep watch 
over. mind. Qforest wardens must guard against 
poachers beware of, keep watch for, be alert 
to, keep an eye out for, be on the alert/lookout 
for 

► noun O border guards, sentry, sentinel, secunty 
guard, mghtwatchman. protector, defender, 
guardian; lookout, watch; gamson; archaic 
watchman 0 her prison guard: warder, warden, 
keeper; jailer, informal screw; archaic turnkey 
Qhe let his guard slip and they escaped: vigilance, 
vigil, watch, surveillance, watchfulness, cau- 
tion, heed, attention, care, wariness. Qa metal 
guard: safety guard, safety device, protective 
device, shield, screen, fender; bumper, buffer 

■ off (ono’s) guard unprepared, unready, in- 
attentive, unwaiy, with one’s defences down, 
cold, unsuspecting; informal napping, asleep at 
the wheel, on the hop. 

■ on ono’s guard vigilant, alert, on the alert, 
wary, watchful, cautious, careful, heedful. 


chary, circumspect, on the lookout, on the qui 
vive, on one’s toes, prepared, ready, wide 
awake, attentive, observant, keeping one’s eyes 
peeled, informal keeping a weather eye out. 
guarded ►adjective cautious, careful, circum- 
spect, wary, chary, on one’s guard, reluctant, 
non-committal, reticent, restrained, reserved, 
informal cagey 

guardian ►noun protector, defender, pre- 
server, custodian, warden, guard, keeper, con- 
servator, curator, caretaker, steward, trustee 
-related terms tutelary 
guerrilla ►noun freedom fighter, irregular, 
member of the resistance, partisan, rebel, rad- 
ical, revolutionary, revolutionist; terrorist 
guess ► verb O he guessed she was about 40 esti 
mate, hazard a guess, reckon, gauge, judge, cal- 
culate, hypothesize, postulate, predict, specu- 
late, conjecture, surmise, informal guesstimate 
0 ( mformaf) I guess I owe you an apology suppose, 
think, imagine, expect, suspect, dare say; infor- 
mal reckon, figure 

► noun my guess was right hypothesis, theory, pre- 
diction, postulation, conjecture, surmise, esti- 
mate, belief, opimon, reckoning, judgement, 
supposition, speculation, suspicion, impression, 
feeling, informal guesstimate 

guesswork ► noun guessing, conjecture, sur- 
mise, supposition, assumptions, presumptions, 
speculation, hypothesizing, theorizing, predic- 
tion, approximations, rough calculations, 
hunches, informal guesstimates 
guest ►noun QI have two guests coming to din- 
ner. visitor, caller, company, archaic visitant 
0 hotel guests resident, boarder, lodger, paying 
guest, PG, patron, client, N Amer roomer 
-opposites host 

guest House ►noun boarding house, bed 
and breakfast. B&B. hotel, pension, pensione 
guff ► noun ( informal) See nonsense sense 1 
guffaw ► verb roar with laughter, laugh 
heartily/loudly, roar, bellow, cackle, informal 
laugh like a drain 

guidance ►noun ©she looked to her father for 
guidance advice, counsel, direction, instruction, 
enlightenment, information, recommenda- 
tions, suggestions, tips, hints, pointers, guide- 
lines 0 work continued under the guidance of a 
project supervisor direction, control, leadership, 
management, supervision, superintendence, 
charge, handling, conduct, running, oversee- 
ing. 

guide ► noun O opr guide took us back to the hotel 
escort, attendant, couner, cicerone, drago- 
man, usher, chaperone, ©he is my inspiration 
and my guide adviser, mentor, counsellor, 
guru ©the light acted as a guide for shipping: 
pointer, marker, indicator, signpost, mark, 
landmark, guiding light, sign, signal, beacon, 
©the techniques outlined are meant as a guide * 
model, pattern, blueprint, template, example, 
exemplar; standard, touchstone, measure, 
benchmark, yardstick, gauge, ©a pocket guide of 
Paris: guidebook, travelogue, vade mecum; 
companion, handbook, directory, A to Z; informal 
bible. 

► verb Qhe guided her to her seat, lead, lead the 
way, conduct, show, show someone the way. 
usher, shepherd, direct, steer, pilot, escort, ac- 
company, attend; see, take, help, assist Qthe 
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chairman must guide the meeting direct, steer, 
control, manage, command, lead, conduct, run, 
be m charge of, have control of, govern, pre- 
side over, superintend, supervise, oversee, han- 
dle, regulate ©he was always there to guide me 
advise, counsel, give advice to, direct, give dir- 
ection to 

guidebook ► noun guide, travel guide, travel- 
ogue, vade mecum, companion, handbook, dir- 
ectoiy, A to Z, informal bible 

guideline ► noun recommendation, instruc- 
tion, direction, suggestion, advice, regulation, 
rule, principle, guiding principle, standard, cri- 
terion. measure, gauge, yardstick, benchmark, 
touchstone, procedure, parameter 
guild ► noun association, society, union, 
league, organization, company, coopeiative, 
fellowship, club, order, lodge, brotherhood, fra- 
ternity, sisterhood, sorority 
guile ►noun cunning, craftiness, craft, artful- 
ness. art. artifice, wiliness, slyness, devious- 
ness, wiles, ploys, schemes, stratagems, man- 
oeuvres, subterfuges, tncks, ruses, deception, 
deceit, duplicity, underhandedness, double- 
dealing. trickery 
-opposites honesty 

guileless ►adjective artless, ingenuous, 
naive, open, genuine, natural, simple, child- 
like, innocent, unsophisticated, unworldly, un- 
suspicious, trustful, trusting, honest, truthful, 
sincere, straightforward 
-opposites scheming 

guilt ► noun © the proof of his guilt culpability, 
guiltiness, blameworthiness, wrongdoing, 
wrong, criminality, misconduct, sm ©a terrible 
feeling of guilt self-reproach, self-condemna- 
tion, shame, a guilty conscience, pangs of con- 
science. remorse, remorsefulness, regret, con- 
trition, contnteness, compunction 
-opposites innocence 

guiltless ►adjective innocent, blameless, not 
to blame, without fault, above reproach, above 
suspicion, in the clear, unimpeachable, irre- 
proachable, faultless, sinless, spotless, immacu- 
late, unsullied, uncomipted, undefiled, untaint- 
ed, unblemished, untarnished, impeccable, mfor- 
mal squeaky clean, whiter than white, as pure 
as the driven snow 
-opposites guilty 

guilty ►adjective Qthe guilty party culpable, to 
blame, at fault, in the wrong, blameworthy, re- 
sponsible, emng. errant, delinquent, offending, 
sinful, criminal, archaic peccant ©I still feel 
guilty about it ashamed, guilt-ndden, con- 
science-stricken, remorseful, sorry, contrite, re- 
pentant, penitent, regretful, rueful, abashed, 
shamefaced, sheepish, hangdog, m sackcloth 
and ashes 

-opposites innocent, unrepentant 
guise ► noun Q the god appeared in the guise of a 
swan likeness, outward appearance, appear- 
ance, semblance, form, shape, image; disguise 
© additional sums paid under the guise of consult- 
ancy fees: pretence, disguise, front, facade, 
cover, blind, screen, smokescreen 
gulf ► noun Qour ship sailed into the gulf inlet, 
bay, creek, bight, cove, fjord, estuary, sound, 
arm of the sea; Scottish firth, frith. © the tee gave 
way and a gulf widened slowly, hole, crevasse, fis- 
sure, cleft, split, rift, pit, cavity, chasm, abyss, 


void, ravine, gorge, canyon, gully ©a growing 
gulf between rich and poor divide, division, separ- 
ation, gap, breach, nft, split, chasm, abyss, dif- 
ference, contrast, polanty 

gull ► verb hoodwink, fool, dupe, deceive, de- 
lude, hoax, trick, mislead, lead on, take in, 
swindle, cheat, double-cross; informal pull the 
wool over someone’s eyes, pull a fast one on, 
put one over on, sell a pup to, bamboozle, con, 
do, N Amer informal sucker, snooker, Austral infor- 
mal pull a swifty on, poetic /literary cozen 

gullet ► noun oesophagus, throat, maw, phar- 
ynx, crop, craw, archaic throttle, gorge 

gullible ► adjective credulous, naive, over- 
trusting. over-trustful, easily deceived, easily 
taken in, exploitable, dupable, impressionable, 
unsuspecting, unsuspicious, unwary, ingenu- 
ous, innocent, inexperienced, unworldly, 
green, informal wet behind the ears, bom yester- 
day 

-OPPOSITES SUSPICIOUS 

gully ►noun Qa steep icy gully ravine, canyon, 
gorge, pass, defile, couloir, $ English chine, N 
English dough, gill, N Amer gulch, coulee 
© water runs from the drainpipe into a gully chan 
nel, conduit, trench, ditch, drain, culvert, cut, 
gutter 

gulp ► verb Qshe gulped her juice swallow. 
quaff, swill down, down, informal swig, knock 
back © he gulped down the rest of his meal gob 
ble, guzzle, devour, bolt, wolf, cram, stuff, infor- 
mal put away, demolish, polish off, shovel 
down, Brrt informal scoff © Jenny gulped back her 
tears choke back, fight back, hold back/in, 
suppress, stifle, smother 
-opposites sip 

► noun a gulp of cold beer mouthful, swallow, 
draught, informal swig 

gum ► noun photographs stuck down i with gum 
glue, adhesive, fixative, paste, epoxy resin, N 
Amer mucilage 

► verb the receipts were gummed into a book stick, 
glue, paste, fix, affix, attach, fasten 

■ gum something up clog (up), choke (up), 
stop up, plug, obstruct, informal bung up, Bnt in- 
formal gunge up, technical occlude 

gummy ►adjective sticky, tacky, gluey, adhe- 
sive, resinous, viscous, viscid, glutinous, muci- 
laginous, informal gooey 

gumption ►noun ( informal) initiative, resource- 
fulness, enterprise, ingenuity, imagination, as- 
tuteness, shrewdness, acumen, sense, common 
sense, wit, mother wit, native wit, practicality, 
spirit, backbone, pluck, mettle, nerve, courage, 
informal get-up-and-go, spunk, oomph, nous, 
savvy, horse sense. N Amer informal smarts 

gun ► noun firearm, pistol, revolver, rifle, shot- 
gun, automatic, handgun, machine gun, 
weapon, informal shooter; N Amer. informal piece, 
shooting iron. See list 

gunfire ►noun gunshots, shots, shooting, fir- 
ing, sniping; artillery fire, strafing, shelling 

gunman ►noun armed robber, gangster, ter- 
rorist, sniper, gunfighter, assassin, murderer, 
killer; informal hit man, hired gun, gunslinger, 
mobster; N Amer informal shootist, hood. 

gurgle ► verb the water swirled and gurgled: bab- 
ble, burble, tinkle, bubble, ripple, murmur. 



387 


guru | guy 


Guns 

air gun/plstoi/rifle 

magazine rifle 

AK-47 

matchlock 

anti-aircraft gun 

Mauser (trademark) 

anti-tank gun 

Maxim gun 

Armatite (trademark) 

mine-thrower 

arquebus 

mortar 

artillery 

musket 

assault gun 

muzzle-loader 

automatic 

Oerllkon (trademark) 

bazooka 

Owen (gun) 

Big Bertha 

Parabellum ( trademark ) 

blunderbuss 

pepperbox 

Bofors gun 

pistol 

breech-loader 

pistolet 

Bren (gun) 

pom-pom 

Brown Bess 

pump-action shotgun 

Browning 

pump gun 

burp gun 

rail gun 

cannon 

repeating rifle 

carbine 

revolver 

carronade 

rifle 

chain gun 

Saturday night special 

chassepot 

sawn-of? shotgun 

Colt (trademark) 

Schmelsser 

derringer 

self-loader 

double-barrelled gun 

self-loading rifle (SLR) 

duelling pistol 

semi-automatic 

elephant gun 

shotgun 

Enfield rifle 

sidearm 

express rifle 

siege gun 

falconet 

six-shooter 

field gun 

small arms 

firelock 

Smith & Wesson 

flintlock 

(trademark) 

forty-five 

smooth-bore 

fowling piece 

Springfield (rifle) 

fusil 

starting pistol 

Carand (rifle) 

Sten gun 

Catting (gun) 

Steyr 

hackbut 

sub-machine gun 

handgun 

swivel-gun 

harpoon gun 

thirty-eight 

horse pistol 

Thompson 

Hotchkiss (gun) 

sub-machine gun 

howitzer 

tommy gun 

Kalashnikov 

trench mortar 

Lee-Enfiekl (rifle) 

Uzi 

Lewis gun 

Very pistol 

Luger (US trademark) 

Vickers (gun) 

M-1 (rlfle/carbine) 

Waither 

M-16 (rifle) 

Webley (trademark) 

M-60 (machine gun) 

Winchester ( trademark ) 

machine gun 

zip gun 

purl, splash, poetic/ literary plash 


► noun the gurgle of a small brook babbling, tink- 
ling, bubbling, rippling, trickling, murmur, 
murmuring, purling, splashing, poetic/ literary 
plashing 

guru ► noun O fl Hindu guru and mystic spiritual 
teacher, teacher, tutor, sage, mentor, spiritual 
leader, leader, master; Hinduism swami, Maha- 
rishi. ©a management guru • expert, authority, 
pundit, leading light, master, specialist, informal 
whizz. 

-opposites disciple 

gush ► verb O water gushed through the weir 
surge, burst, spout, spurt, jet, stream, rush, 
pour, spill, well out, cascade, flood; flow, run, 


issue, Brit informal sloosh © everyone gushed about 
the script enthuse, rave, be enthusiastic, be ef- 
fusive, rhapsodize, go into raptures, wax lyric- 
al, praise to the skies, informal go mad/wild/ 
crazy, go over the top, N Amer informal ballyhoo. 

► noun a gush of water surge, stream, spurt, jet. 
spout, outpouring, outflow, burst, rush, cas- 
cade, flood, torrent, technical efflux. 

gushing, gushy ►adjective effusive, enthu- 
siastic, over-enthusiastic, unrestrained, extrava- 
gant, fulsome, lavish, rhapsodic, lyncal, informal 
over the top, OTT, laid on with a trowel 
—opposites restrained 

gust ►noun Qa sudden gust of wind flurry, 
blast, puff, blow, rush, squall ©gusts of laugh- 
ter outburst, burst, eruption, fit, paroxysm, 
gale, peal, howl, hoot, shriek, roar 

► verb wind gusted around the chimneys blow, blus- 
ter, flurry, roar 

gusto ► noun enthusiasm, relish, appetite, en- 
joyment, delight, glee, pleasure, satisfaction, 
appreciation, liking, zest, zeal, fervour, verve, 
keenness, avidity 
-opposites apathy, distaste 
gusty ► adjective blustery, windy, breezy, 
squally, stormy, tempestuous, wild, turbulent, 
informal blowy 
-opposites calm 

gut ► noun O he hud an ache in his gut stomach. 
belly, abdomen, solar plexus, intestines, 
bowels, informal tummy, turn, insides, innards 
Qfish heads and guts entrails, intestines, vis- 
cera, offal, informal insides, innards, Bnt archaic 
numbles © (informal) Nicola had the guts to say 
what she felt courage, bravery, backbone, 
nerve, pluck, spint, boldness, audacity, danng, 
gnt, fearlessness, toughness, determination, in- 
formal spunk, Bnt informal bottle, N Amer informal 
moxie 

-related terms visceral, entenc 

► adjective (informal) a gut feeling instinctive, in- 
stinctual, intuitive, deep-seated, knee-jerk, 
automatic, involuntary, spontaneous, unthink- 
ing 

► verb ©clean, scale, and gut the sardines remove 
the guts from, disembowel, draw, formal evis- 
cerate ©the church was gutted by fire devas 
tate, destroy, demolish, wipe out, lay waste, 
ravage, consume, rum, wreck 

gutless ► adjective ( informal ) See cowardly 
gutsy ►adjective ( informal) brave, courageous, 
plucky, bold, danng, fearless, adventurous, au- 
dacious, valiant, intrepid, heroic, honhearted, 
undaunted, unflinching, unshnnking, unafraid, 
dauntless, indomitable, doughty, stout-hearted, 
spinted, determined, resolute, death-or-glory, 
informal spunky, ballsy, have-a-go 
gutter ► noun drain, sluice, sluiceway, culvert, 
spillway, sewer, channel, conduit, pipe, trough, 
trench, ditch, furrow, cut 
guttersnipe ► noun ( derogatory ) urchin, raga- 
muffin, waif, stray; dated gamin, archaic mud- 
lark, street Arab 

guttural ► adjective throaty, husky, gruff, 
gravelly, growly, growling, croaky, croaking, 
harsh, rough, rasping, raspy, deep, low, thick, 
guy ► noun ( informal) he’s a handsome guy man, fel- 
low, gentleman, youth, boy, informal lad, fella, 
geezer, gent, Bnt informal chap, bloke. N Amer in- 
formal dude, hombre, Brit informal, dated cove 
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Gymnastic Events 


asymmetric bars 
beam 

floor exercises 
high bar 
horse vault 
parallel bars 


pommel horse 
rhythmic gymnastics 
rings 

side horse vault 
sports aerobics 
trampoiining 


► verb she guyed him about his weight make fun of, 
poke fun at, laugh at, mock, ridicule, jeer at, 
scoff at, satirize, lampoon, informal send up. take 
the mickey out of, N Amer informal goof on 
guzzle ►verb Ohe guzzled his burger gobble, 
bolt, wolf, devour, informal tuck into, put away, 


pack away, demolish, polish off, stuff one’s 
face with, pig oneself on, shovel down. Brit infor- 
mal scoff, shift, N Amer informal snarf down/up, 
scarf down/up Qshe guzzled down the orange 
juice gulp down, swallow, quaff, down, swill; in- 
formal knock back. swig, slug down 

gymnastics ► noun. See list 

gypsy, gipsy ►noun Romany, Rom, chal, 
gitano, gitana, tzigane, traveller, nomad, rover, 
roamer. wanderer, dialect didicoi, Bnt derogatory 
tinker 

gyrate ►verb rotate, revolve, wheel, turn 
round, whirl, circle, pirouette, twirl, swirl, 
spin, swivel 





habit ► noun Q it was his habit to go for a run 
every morning custom, practice, routine, pat- 
tern, convention, way, norm, tradition, matter 
of course, rule, usage, formal wont Qher many 
irritating habits mannerism, way, quirk, foible, 
tnck, trait, idiosyncrasy, peculiarity, singular- 
ity. oddity, eccentricity, feature, tendency, pro- 
pensity, inclination, bent, proclivity, dispos- 
ition, predisposition ©a scientific habit of mind 
disposition, temperament, character, nature, 
make-up, constitution, frame of mind, bent 
© (informal) his cocaine habit addiction, depend- 
ence. dependency, craving, fixation, compul- 
sion, obsession, weakness; informal monkey on 
one’s back. N Amer informal jones 0 a monk’s 
habtt garments, dress, garb, clothes, clothing, 
attire, outfit, costume, informal gear, formal ap- 
parel 

■ In the habit of accustomed to, used to, 
given to, inclined to, poetic /literary wont to 

habitable ► adjective fit to live in, inhabitable, 
fit to occupy, in good repair, liveable-in, formal 
tenantable 

habitat ► noun natural environment, natural 
surroundings, home, domain, haunt, formal 
habitation 

habitation ► noun ©a house Jit for human habi- 
tation occupancy, occupation, residence, resi- 
dency, living in. tenancy, archaic inhabitancy 
©(forma/) his main habitation residence, place of 
residence, house, home, seat, lodging place, 
billet, quarters, living quarters, rooms, accom- 
modation. informal pad, digs, formal dwelling, 
dwelling place, abode, domicile See lists at ani 

MAL, HOME 

habitual ►adjective Qher father's habitual com- 
plaints constant, persistent, continual, con- 
tinuous. perpetual, non-stop, recurrent, repeat- 
ed, frequent, interminable, incessant, ceaseless, 
endless, never-ending, informal eternal © habit- 
ual drinkers inveterate, confirmed, compulsive, 
obsessive, incorrigible, hardened, ingrained, 
dyed-m-the-wool, chronic, regular, addicted, in- 
formal pathological © his habitual secretiveness 
customary, accustomed, regular, usual, nor- 
mal, set. fixed, established, routine, common, 
ordinary, familiar, traditional, typical, general, 
characteristic, standard, time-honoured, poetic/ 
literary wonted 

-opposites occasional, unaccustomed 

habituate ►verb accustom, make used, fa- 
miliarize. adapt, adjust, attune, acclimatize, ac- 
culturate, condition; inure, harden; N Amer ac- 
climate 

habitu6 ► noun frequent visitor, regular 
visitor/customer/client, familiar face, regular, 
patron, frequenter, haunter. 

hack 1 ►verb / hacked the padlock off. cut. chop, 
hew. lop, saw, slash. 

■ hack It ( informal) cope, manage, get on /by, 
cany on, come through, muddle along/ 
through; stand it. tolerate it. bear it. endure it, 
put up with it; Informal handle it, abide it. stick 
it; Brit Informal be doing with it 


■ hack someone off ( informal) See annoy 
hack 2 ► noun Qa tabloid hack ■ journalist, re- 
porter, newspaperman. newspaperwoman, 
wnter. Grub Street writer; informal journo, scnb- 
bler, hackette, archaic penny-a-lmer © office 
hacks drudge, menial, menial worker, facto- 
tum, informal gofer, Bnt informal dogsbody, skivvy 
©a riding-school hack horse, pony, informal nag, 
N Amer informal plug. Austral /NZ informal moke 

hackle 

a make someone’s hackles rise annoy, irri- 
tate, exasperate, anger, incense, mfunate, irk. 
nettle, vex, put out, provoke, gall, antagonize, 
get on someone’s nerves, ruffle someone’s fea- 
thers, rankle with, Bnt rub up the wrong way, 
informal aggravate, peeve, needle, rile, make 
someone see red, make someone’s blood boil, 
hack off, get someone’s back up, get someone’s 
goat, get up someone’s nose, get someone’s 
dander up, bug. miff, Bnt informal wind up. nark, 
get on someone’s wick, N Amer informal tee off. 
tick off, burn up. informal, dated give someone 
the pip 

hackneyed ► adjective overused, overdone, 
overworked, worn out, time-worn, platitudin- 
ous, vapid, stale, tired, threadbare, tnte, banal, 
hack, cliched, hoary, commonplace, common, 
ordinary, stock, conventional, stereotyped, pre- 
dictable. unimaginative, unoriginal, unin- 
spired, prosaic, dull, bonng. pedestrian, run-of- 
the-mill, routine, informal old hat, corny, played 
out 

-opposites original 
Hades ► noun. See hell sense 1 
haft ► noun handle, shaft, hilt, butt, stock, gnp. 
handgrip, helve, shank 

hag ► noun crone, old woman, gorgon, informal 
witch, crow, cow, old bag, old boot, archaic bel- 
dam 

haggard ►adjective drawn, tired, exhausted, 
drained, careworn, unwell, unhealthy, spent, 
washed out, rundown, gaunt, pinched, peaked, 
peaky, hollow-cheeked, hollow-eyed, thin, ema- 
ciated. wasted, cadaverous, pale, wan, grey, 
ashen 

-opposites healthy 

haggle ► verb barter, bargain, negotiate, 
dicker, quibble, wrangle, beat someone down, 
drive a hard bargain, archaic chaffer 
hail 1 ► verb O friend hailed him from the upper 
deck call out to, shout to. halloo, address, 
greet, say hello to. salute, ©he hailed a cab 
flag down, wave down, signal to 0 critics 
hailed the film as a masterpiece acclaim, praise, 
applaud, rave about, extol, eulogize, hymn, 
lionize, sing the praises of. make much of, 
glorify, cheer, salute, toast; N Amer informal 
ballyhoo, black English big up. formal laud ©Rtrk 
hails from Australia, come from, be from, be a 
native of, have one’s roots in 
hall 2 ► noun a hail of bullets’ barrage, volley, 
shower, ram, torrent, burst, stream, storm, 
avalanche, onslaught; bombardment, cannon- 
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ade, battery, blast, salvo, historical broadside 

► verb tons of dust h ailed down on us beat, shower, 
rain, fall, pour, pelt, pepper, batter, bombard, 
assail 

hail-fellow-well-met ► adjective convivial, 
sociable, outgoing, greganous, companionable, 
friendly, genial, affable, amiable, congenial, 
agreeable, good-humoured, extrovert, uninhib- 
ited. Scottish couthy; informal backslapping. 
chummy, pally, clubbable, clubby, buddy- 
buddy, Brit informal matey 
-opposites unsociable 

hair ► noun Qher thick black hair head of hair, 
shock of hair, mane, mop, locks, tresses, curls, 
ringlets ©f like your hair hairstyle, haircut, 
cut. coiffure, informal hairdo, do. coif See list 
0 a dog with short, blue-grey hair fur, wool, coat, 
fleece, pelt, mane 
-RELATED TERMS tncho- 

■ a hair's breadth the narrowest of margins, 
a narrow margin, the skin of one’s teeth, a 
split second, a nose, informal a whisker 

■ let one’s hair down ( informal) enjoy oneself, 
have a good time, have fun, make merry, let 
oneself go, informal have a ball, whoop it up, 
oaint the town red. live it up, have a whale of 
a time, let it all hang out 

■ make someone's hair stand on end hor 
rify, shock, appal, scandalize, stun, make 
someone’s blood run cold, informal make 
someone’s hair curl 

■ split hairs quibble, cavil, carp, niggle, chop 
logic, informal nit-pick, archaic pettifog 


Hairstyles 


Afro 

dreadlocks 

perm 

beehive 

Eton crop 

plait 

big hair 

feathercut 

pigtail 

bob 

flat-top 

ponytail 

bouffant 

French plait 

pompadour 

braids 

French 

quiff 

bun 

pleat/roil 

razor cut 

bunches 

marcel wave 

ringlets 

buzz cut 

Mohican 

shingle 

chignon 

mullet 

short back 

comrows 

number one, 

and sides 

crew cut 

two. etc. 

topknot 

crop 

pageboy 



hairdo ► noun {informal). See hairstyle 

hairdresser ►noun hairstylist, stylist, coif- 
feur. coiffeuse; barber, informal crimper 

hairless ►adjective bald, bald-headed, shaven, 
shaved, shorn, clean-shaven, beardless, smooth, 
smooth-faced, depilated, tonsured, informal 
baldy; technical glabrous, archaic bald-pated 
-opposites hauy 

hairpiece ► noun WIG, toupee, periwig, 
merkin; informal rug 

hair-raising ►adjective terrifying, frighten- 
ing, petrifying, alarming, chilling, horrifying, 
shocking, spine-chilling, blood-curdling, fear- 
some, nightmarish, eene, sinister, weird, 
ghostly, unearthly; Scottish eldritch, informal 
hairy, spooky, scary, creepy. 

hair-splitting ►adjective pedantic, pettifog- 
ging; quibbling, niggling, cavilling, carping, 
critical, overcritical, hypercritical; informal nit- 


picking, pernickety, picky, N Amer informal per- 
snickety 

hairstyle ► noun haircut, cut, style, hair, coif- 
fure, informal hairdo, do, coif See list 
hairy ►adjective Q animals with hairy coats 
shaggy, bushy, long-haired, woolly, furry, 
fleecy, fuzzy. Botany & Zoology pilose ©his hairy 
face bearded, bewhiskered, moustachioed; un- 
shaven, stubbly, bnstly, formal hirsute 0 {infor- 
mal) a hairy situation risky, dangerous, perilous, 
hazardous, touch-and-go, tncky, ticklish, diffi- 
cult, awkwaid. informal dicey, sticky, Bnt informal 
dodgy 

halcyon ►adjective happy, golden, idyllic, 
palmy, carefree, blissful, joyful, joyous, con- 
tented, flourishing, thriving, prosperous, suc- 
cessful, serene, calm, tranquil, peaceful 
hale ► adjective healthy, fit, fighting fit, well, in 
good health, bursting with health, in fine fet- 
tle. as fit as a fiddle/flea, strong, robust, vigor- 
ous, hardy, sturdy, hearty, lusty, able-bodied, in- 
formal in the pink, as right as rain 
-opposites unwell 

half ► adjective u half grapefruit halved, divided 
in two 

— opposi i es whole 

► adverb Q half-cooked chicken partially, partly, in- 
completely. inadequately, insufficiently, m 
part, part, slightly ©I’m half inclined to believe 
you to a certain extent/degree, to some 
extent/degree, (up) to a point, in part, partly, 
in some measure 

-opposites fully 

half-baked ►adjective Q half-baked theories 
ill-conceived, hare-brained, ill-judged, imprac- 
tical, unrealistic, unworkable, ridiculous, ab- 
surd, informal crazy, ciackpot, cock-eyed ©her 
half-baked young nephew foolish, stupid, silly, 
idiotic, simple-minded, feeble-minded, empty- 
headed. feather-brained, feather-headed, brain- 
less, witless, unintelligent, ignorant, informal 
dim, dopey, dumb, gormless, thick, half-witted, 
’dim-witted, birdbrained, Bnt informal daft, divvy, 
dozy 

-opposite* sensible 

half-hearted ► adjective unenthusiastic. cool, 
lukewarm, tepid, apathetic, indifferent, un- 
interested, unconcerned, languid, listless, per- 
functory, cursory, superficial, desultory, feeble, 
lacklustre 

-opposites enthusiastic 

halfway ►adjective the halfway point midway, 
middle, mid, central, centre, intermediate. Anat- 
omy medial, mesial 

► adverb © he stopped halfway down the passage mid- 
way, in the middle, in the centre, part of the 
way. part-way ©he seemed halfway friendly: to 
some extent/degree, in some measure, rela- 
tively, comparatively, moderately, somewhat, 
(up) to a point, just about, almost, nearly 

■ meet someone halfway compromise, come 
to terms, reach an agreement, make a deal, 
make concessions, find the middle ground, 
strike a balance, give and take 
halfwit ► noun {informal). See fool noun sense 1. 
half-witted ► adjective ( informal ). See stupid 
senses 1, 2. 

hall ► noun O hang your t oat in the haU : entrance 
hall, hallway, entry, entrance, lobby, foyer, 
vestibule, atrium, concourse; passageway, pas- 
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sage, comdor, N Amer entryway Qthe village 
hall assembly room, meeting room, chamber, 
auditorium, concert hall, theatre 
hallmark ► noun Qthe hallmark on silver, assay 
mark, official mark, stamp of authenticity 
0 the tiny bubbles are the hallmark of fine cham - 
pagnes mark, distinctive feature, characteristic, 
sign, sure sign, telltale sign, badge, stamp, 
trademark, indication, indicator 
halloo ►verb call out, shout, cry out, yell, 
bawl, bellow, roar, whoop, hail, greet, informal 
holler, yoo-hoo. cooee 

hallowed ► adjective holy, sacred, conse- 
crated, sanctified, blessed, revered, venerated, 
honoured, sacrosanct, worshipped, divine, in- 
violable 

hallucinate ►verb have hallucinations, see 
things, be delirious, fantasize, informal trip, see 
pink elephants 

hallucination ► noun delusion, illusion, fig- 
ment of the imagination, vision, apparition, 
mirage, chimera, fantasy, (hallucinations) de- 
lirium, phantasmagoria, informal tnp, pink ele- 
phants 

halo ►noun ring of light, nimbus, aureole, 
glory, crown of light, corona, technical halation, 
rare gloriole 

halt ► verb o Len halted and turned round stop, 
come to a halt, come to a stop, come to a 
standstill, pull up. draw up Qa further strike 
has halted production stop, bring to a stop, put 
a stop to, bring to an end, put an end to. ter- 
minate. end, wind up, suspend, break off, ar- 
rest, impede, check, curb, stem, staunch, 
block, stall, hold back, informal pull the plug on, 
put the kibosh on 
— opposi i es start, continue 

► noun Qthe car drew to a halt stop, standstill 
Qa halt in production stoppage, stopping, dis- 
continuation, break, suspension, pause, inter- 
val, interruption, hiatus, cessation, termin' 
ation. close, end 

halter ► noun harness, head collar, bridle, N 
Amer headstall 

halting ► adjective Q a halting conversation | halt - 
ing English hesitant, faltering, hesitating, stum- 
bling, stammering, stuttering, broken, imper- 
fect. Qhis halting gait unsteady, awkward, fal- 
tering, stumbling, limping, hobbling 
-opposites fluent 

ham-fisted ►adjective clumsy, bungling, in- 
competent, amateurish, inept, unskilful, inex- 
pert, maladroit, gauche, awkward, inefficient, 
bumbling, useless, informal cack-handed, ham- 
handed; Brit informal all fingers and thumbs 
-opposites expert 

hammer ►noun a hammer and chisel : mallet, 
beetle, gavel, sledgehammer 

► verb O thtr alloy is hammered into a circular shape 
beat, forge, shape, form, mould, fashion, 
make. Q Sally hammered at the door • batter, 
pummel, beat, bang, pound, strike, hit, knock 
on, thump on; cudgel, bludgeon, club, informal 
bash, wallop, clobber, whack, thwack Qthey 
hammered away at their non-smoking campaign. 
work hard, labour, slog away, plod away, grind 
away, slave away, work like a Trojan, work like 
a dog, keep one’s nose to the grindstone; per- 
sist with, persevere with, press on with; informal 
stick at, peg away, beaver away, plug away. 


work one’s socks off, soldier on, Brit informal 
graft away Q anti-racism had been hammered into 
her drum, instil, inculcate, knock, drive, din, 
drive home to, impress upon, ingrain 0 (infor- 
mal) he got hammered for an honest mistake See 
chastise sense 1 Q (informal) we've hammered 
them twice this season See trounce 
■ hammer something out thrash out, work 
out, agree on, sort out, decide on, bring about, 
effect, produce, broker, negotiate, reach an 
agreement on 

hamper 1 ► noun a picnic hamper basket, pan- 
nier. wickerwork basket, box. container, hold- 
ei 

hamper 2 ► verb the search was hampered by fog 
hinder, obstruct, impede, inhibit, retard, baulk, 
thwart, foil, curb, delay, set back, slow down, 
hold up, interfere with, restrict, constrain, 
trammel, block, check, curtail, frustrate, 
cramp, bndle, handicap, cripple, hamstring, 
shackle, fetter, Bnt throw a spanner in the 
works of, N Amer bork, throw a monkey 
wrench in the works of, informal stymie 
-opposites help 

hamstring ►verb ©rattle were killed or 
hamstrung cripple, lame, disable, incapacitate 
0 manufacturing companies were hamstrung by the 
economic chaos handicap, constiain, restrict, 
cripple, shackle, fetter, encumber, block, frus- 
trate, hamper, hinder, obstruct, impede, tram- 
mel. straitjacket, inhibit, baulk, thwart, foil, in- 
formal stymie, N Amer informal bork 
-opposi ihs help 

hand ►noun Qbtg, strong hands palm, fist, infor- 
mal paw. mitt, duke. hook, meat hook. Zoology 
manus Qthe clock’s second hand pointer, indi- 
cator, needle, anow, marker Q the frontier posts 
remained m government hands control, power, 
charge, authority, command, responsibility, 
guardianship, management, care, supervision, 
jurisdiction, possession, keeping, custody, 
clutches, grasp, thrall, disposal, informal say-so 
Qlet me give you a hand help, a helping hand, 
assistance, aid, support, succour, lelief, a good 
turn, a favour 0 (informal) his fans gave him a big 
hand round of applause, clap, handclap, ova- 
tion, standing ovation, applause, handclapping 
0 a document written in his own hand handwrit 
ing, writing, senpt, calligraphy 0 a factory 
hand worker, factory worker, manual worker, 
unskilled worker, blue-collar worker, work- 
man, labourer, operative, hired hand, roust- 
about, N Amer peon, Austral / NZ rouseabout 
-related terms manual 

► verb ©he handed each man a glass pass, give, 
reach, let someone have, throw, toss, present 
to, informal chuck, bung Qhe handed him into a 
carriage assist, help, give someone a hand, 
guide. 

■ at hand © keep the manual close at hand read 
ily available, available, handy, to hand, within 
reach, accessible, close (by), near, nearby, at 
the ready, at one’s fingertips, at one’s disposal, 
convenient, informal get-at-able Qthe time for 
starting the campaign is at hand imminent, ap- 
proaching, coming, about to happen, on the 
horizon; impending 

■ hand something down pass on. pass down; 
bequeath, will, leave, make over, give, gift, 
transfer. Law demise, devise 
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■ hand in glove in close collaboration, in 
close association, in close cooperation, very 
closely, in partnership, in league, in collusion, 
informal in cahoots 

■ hand something on give, pass, hand, trans- 
fer, grant, cede, surrender, relinquish, yield, 
part with, let go of; bequeath, will, leave. 

■ hand something out distribute, hand 
round, give out/round, pass out/round, share 
out, dole out. dish out, deal out, mete out, 
issue, dispense, allocate, allot, apportion, dis* 
burse, circulate, disseminate 

■ hand something over yield, give, give up. 
pass, grant, entrust, surrender, relinquish, 
cede, turn over, deliver up, forfeit, sacrifice 

■ hands down easily, effortlessly, with ease, 
with no trouble, without effort, informal by a 
mile, no sweat 

■ to hand readily available, available, handy, 
at hand, within reach, accessible, ready, close 
(by), near, nearby, at the ready, at one’s finger- 
tips. at one’s disposal, convenient; informal get- 
at-able 

■ try one's hand make an attempt, attempt, 
try, tiy out. give something a try, informal have a 
go, have a stab, have a shot, have a bash, give 
something a whirl, formal essay 

handbag ► noun BAG, shoulder bag, clutch 
bag. evening bag, pochette, N Amer purse, 
pocketbook; histoncal reticule 

handbill ► noun notice, advertisement, flyer, 
leaflet, circular, handout, pamphlet, brochure, 
N Amer dodger, informal ad, Brit informal advert 

handbook ► noun MANUAL, instructions, in- 
struction manual, ABC, A to Z. almanac, com- 
panion. directory, compendium, guide, guide- 
book. vade mecum 

handcuff ►verb manacle, shackle, fetter, re- 
strain, clap/put someone in irons, informal cuff 

handcuffs ►plural noun manacles, shackles, 
irons, fetters, bonds, restraints, informal cuffs, 
bracelets, archaic darbies, gyves 

handful ► noun Q a handful of British firms: a 
few, a small number, a small amount, a small 
quantity, one or two, some, not many, a scat- 
tering, a tnckle 0(/nfomia/) the child is a real 
handful’ nuisance, problem, bother, lmtant, 
thorn in someone’s flesh/side, informal pest, 
headache, pain, pain in the neck/backside, Scot- 
tish informal nyaff, skelf, N Amer informal pain in 
the butt 

handgun ►noun pistol, revolver, gun, side 
arm, six-shooter, thirty-eight, demnger, N Amer 
informal piece, shooting iron, Saturday night spe- 
cial. rod; trademark Colt 

handicap ►noun ©a visual handicap’ disabil 
ity, physical/mental abnormality, defect, im- 
pairment, affliction, deficiency. 0 a handicap to 
the competitiveness of the industry impediment, 
hindrance, obstacle, barrier, bar, obstruction, 
encumbrance, constraint, restriction, check, 
block, curb, disadvantage, drawback, stumbling 
block, difficulty, shortcoming, limitation; ball 
and chain, albatross, millstone round some- 
one’s neck; poetic/ literary trammel. 

-opposites benefit, advantage. 

► verb lock of funding handicapped the research: ham- 
per, impede, hinder, impair, hamstring; re- 
strict, check, obstruct, block, curb, bridle, hold 


back, constrain, trammel, limit, encumber, in- 
formal stymie. N Amer informal bork 
-opposites help 

handicapped ►adjective disabled, incapaci- 
tated. disadvantaged; infirm, invalid, euphemistic 
physically challenged, differently abled 
handicraft ►noun craft, handiwork, craft- 
work, craftsmanship, workmanship, artisan- 
ship, art, skill 

handiwork ► noun jewellery which is the handi- 
work of Chinese smiths ■ creation, product, work, 
achievement, handicraft, craft, craftwork 
handkerchief ►noun pocket handkerchief, 
tissue, paper handkerchief, trademark Kleenex, in- 
formal hanky, nose rag, snot rag; poetic /literary ker- 
chief 

handle ►verb ©the equipment must be handled 
with care hold, pick up. grasp, grip, lift, feel, 
touch, finger, informal paw Qa car which is easy 
to handle control, drive, steer, operate, man- 
oeuvre. manipulate ©she handled the job formid- 
ably deal with, manage, tackle, take care of. 
take charge of, attend to. see to. sort out, apply 
oneself to, take in hand Qthe advertising com- 
pany that is handling the account administer, 
manage, control, conduct, direct, guide, super- 
vise, oversee, be in charge of. take care of, look 
after 0 the traders handled goods manufactured m 
the Rhineland, trade in, deal in, buy, sell, supply, 
peddle, traffic in, purvey, hawk, tout, market 
► noun the knife's handle haft, shank, stock, shaft, 
grip, handgnp, hilt, helve, butt, knob 
hand-me-down ► adjective second-hand, 
used, nearly new, handed-down, passed-on, 
cast-off, worn, old. pre-owned, Bnt informal 
reach-me-down 
-opposites new 

handout ►noun ©she existed on handouts 
charity, aid, benefit, financial support, dona- 
tions, subsidies; histoncal alms 0 a xeroxed hand- 
out leaflet, pamphlet, brochure, handbill, 
flyer, notice, circular, mailshot 
hand-picked ► adjective specially chosen, se- 
lected, invited, select, elite, choice 
handsome ►adjective ©a handsome man 
good-looking, attractive, personable, striking, 
informal hunky, dishy, tasty, fanciable; Bnt informal 
fit; N Amer informal cute, Austral /NZ informal 
spunky 0 a handsome woman of 30 striking, 
imposing, prepossessing, elegant, stately, digni- 
fied, statuesque, good-looking, attractive, per- 
sonable. Qa handsome profit : substantial, con- 
siderable, sizeable, princely, large, big, ample, 
bumper; informal tidy, whopping, not to be 
sneezed at; Brrt. informal whacking, gmormous. 
-opposites ugly, meagre, 
handwriting ►noun writing, script, hand, 
pen; penmanship, calligraphy, chirography; in- 
formal scrawl, scribble. 

handy ►adjective ©a handy reference tool’ use 
ful, convenient, practical, easy-to-use, well- 
designed, user-friendly, useroriented, helpful, 
functional, serviceable, ©keep your credit card 
handy : readily available, available, at hand, to 
hand, near at hand, within reach, accessible, 
ready, close (by), near, nearby, at the ready, at 
one's fingertips; informal get-at-able. ©he's handy 
with a needle: skilful, skilled, dexterous, deft, 
nimblefingered, adroit, able, adept, proficient, 
capable; good with one’s hands; Informal nifty. 
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-opposites inconvenient, inept. 

handyman ► noun odd-job man, odd-jobber, 
factotum, jack of all trades, man of all work, 
DHTer, Informal Mr Fixit 

hang ► verb Q lights hung from the trees, be sus 
pended, hang down, be pendent, dangle, swing, 
sway, archaic depend. © hang your pictures at eye 
level put up, fix, attach, affix, fasten, post, dis- 
play, suspend, pm up, nail up ©the room was 
hung wtth streamers decorate, adorn, drape, fes- 
toon, deck out, trick out, bedeck, array, gar- 
land, swathe, cover, ornament, poetic/ literary be- 
dizen. ©he was hanged for murder hang by the 
neck, send to the gallows, informal string up 
0 a pall of smoke hung over the city hover, float, 
drift, be suspended © the threat of budget cuts is 
hanging over us be imminent, threaten, be close, 
be impending, impend, loom, be on the hori- 
zon. 

■ hang about (Brut mformaf) See hang around 

■ hang around/round ( informal) ©they spent 
their time hanging around in bars loiter, linger, 
wait around, waste time, kill time, mark time, 
while away the/one’s time, kick/cool one’s 
heels, twiddle one’s thumbs, frequent, be a 
regular visitor to. haunt, informal hang out m 
Qhang about, what's this 7 See hang on sense 4 
© she's hanging around with a bunch of hippies as 
sociate, mix, keep company, socialize, frater- 
nize, consort, rub shoulders, N Amer rub el- 
bows, informal hang out. run around, knock 
about/around, be thick, hobnob 

■ hang fire delay, hang back, hold back, hold 
on, stall, pause, procrastinate, vacillate, adopt 
Fabian tactics, informal hang about/around, sit 
tight, hold one's horses 

■ hang on ©he hung on to her coat hold on. 
hold fast, gnp, clutch, grasp, hold tightly, 
cling ©her future hung on his decision depend 
on, be dependent on. turn on. hinge on, rest 
on, be contingent on, be determined by, be de- 
cided by ©HI hang on as long as l can perse 
vere, hold out, hold on, go on, cany on, keep 
on, keep going, keep at it, continue, persist, 
stay with it, struggle on, plod on, plough on, in- 
formal soldier on, stick at it, stick it out, hang in 
there, ©(/nforma/) hang on, let me think wait, wait 
a minute, hold on, stop, hold the line, informal 
hold your horses, sit tight, Bnt informal hang 
about 

hangdog ► adjective shamefaced, sheepish, 
abashed, ashamed, guilty-looking, abject, 
cowed, dejected, downcast, crestfallen, woebe- 
gone. disconsolate 
-opposites unabashed 

hangor-on ►noun follower, flunkey, toady, 
camp follower, sycophant, parasite, leech, 
henchman, minion, lackey, vassal, dependant, 
retainer; acolyte, N Amer cohort; informal 
groupie, sponger, freeloader, passenger, side- 
kick. 

hanging ►noun Silk wall hangings, drape, cur- 
tain; drapery. 

► adjective hanging fronds of honeysuckle : pendent, 
dangling, trailing, tumbling, suspended. 

hang-OUt ►noun haunt, stamping ground, fa- 
vourite spot, meeting place, territory; den, ref- 
uge, retreat; N Amer. stomping ground. 

hang-up ►noun neurosis, phobia, preoccupa- 
tion, fixation, obsession. id6e fixe; inhibition, 
mental block, psychological block, block, diffi- 


culty; informal complex, thing, bee in one’s bon- 
net. 

hank ►noun coil, skein, length, roll, loop, 
twist, piece, lock, ringlet, curl 
hanker ► verb yearn, long, crave, desire, wish, 
want, hunger, thirst, lust, ache, pant, be eager, 
be desperate, be eating one’s heart out, fancy, 
pine for, have one’s heart set on. informal be 
dying, have a yen. itch 

hankering ► noun longing, yearning, craving, 
desire, wish, hunger, thirst, urge, ache, lust, 
appetite, fancy, informal yen, itch, archaic appe- 
tency 

-opposites aversion 

hanky-panky ► noun ( informal ) goings-on. 
funny business, mischief, misbehaviour, mis- 
conduct, chicanery, dishonesty, deception, de- 
ceit, trickery, intrigue, skulduggery, subter- 
fuge, machinations, infidelity, unfaithfulness, 
adultery, informal monkey business, shenan- 
igans. canymgs-on, Bnt informal jiggery-pokery 
haphazard ► adjective random, unplanned, 
unsystematic, unmethodical, disorganized, dis- 
orderly. irregular, indiscriminate, chaotic, hit- 
and-miss, arbitrary, aimless, careless, casual, 
slapdash, slipshod, chance, accidental, informal 
higgledy-piggledy 
-opposites methodical 

hapless ► adjective unfortunate, unlucky, 
luckless, out of luck, ill-starred, ill-fated, 
jinxed, cursed, doomed, unhappy, forlorn, 
wretched, miserable, woebegone, informal down 
on one's luck, poetic/ literary star-crossed 
-opposites lucky 

happen ►verb O remember what happened last 
time he was here occur, take place, come about, 
ensue, result, transpire, materialize, anse. crop 
up. come up, present itself, supervene, N Amer 
informal go down, formal eventuate, poetic/ literary 
come to pass, betide, archaic hap ©i wonder 
what happened to Susie > become of, poetic/ literary 
befall, betide Qthey happened to be in London 
chance, have the good/bad luck. Qhe happened 
on a linnet’s nest discover, find, find by chance, 
come across, chance on, stumble on. hit on 
happening ►noun bizarre happenings occur 
rence. event, incident, proceeding, affair, cir- 
cumstance. phenomenon, episode, experience, 
occasion, development, eventuality 
► adjective (informal) a happening nightspot fashion- 
able. modem, popular, new, latest, up to date, 
up to the minute, in fashion, in vogue, le der- 
nier cn, informal trendy, funky, hot. cool, with 
it, hip, in, big, now, groovy, N Amer informal 
kicky, tony 

-opposites old-fashioned 
happily ►adverb ©he smiled happily content- 
edly, cheerfully, cheerily, merrily, delightedly, 
joyfully, joyously, gaily, gleefully ©I will hap- 
pily do as you ask. gladly, willingly, readily, 
freely, cheerfully, ungrudgingly, with pleasure. 
archaic fain. © happily, we are living in enlightened 
times’ fortunately, luckily, thankfully, merci- 
fully, by good luck, by good fortune, as luck 
would have it; thank goodness, thank God. 
thank heavens, thank the stars, 
happiness ► noun pleasure, contentment, 
satisfaction, cheerfulness, merriment, gaiety, 
joy, joyfulness, joviality, jollity, glee, delight, 
good spirits, light-heartedness, well-being, en- 
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joyment, exuberance, exhilaration, elation, ec- 
stasy. jubilation, rapture, bliss, blissfulness, eu- 
phoria, transports of delight 

happy ► adjective Q Melissa looked happy and ex- 
cited cheerful, cheery, merry, joyftil, jovial, 
jolly, jocular, gleeful, carefree, untroubled, de- 
lighted. smiling, beaming, gnnning, in good 
spirits, m a good mood, light-hearted, pleased, 
contented, content, satisfied, gratified, buoy- 
ant, radiant, sunny, joyous, beatific, thrilled, 
elated, exhilarated, ecstatic, blissful, euphoric, 
overjoyed, exultant, rapturous, in seventh 
heaven, on cloud nine, walking on air, jump- 
ing for joy. cock-a-hoop, jubilant, informal 
chirpy, over the moon, on top of the world, as 
happy as a sandboy, tickled pink, like a dog 
with two tails, as pleased as Punch, on a high, 
Bnt informal chuffed, as happy as Lariy, N English 
informal made up, N Amer informal as happy as a 
clam. Austral informal wrapped, poetic /literary blithe, 
formal jocund, dated gay ©we will he happy to ad- 
vise you glad, pleased, delighted, willing, 
ready, disposed ©a happy coincidence fortu 
mate, lucky, favourable, advantageous, oppor- 
tune, timely, well-timed, convenient 
—opposites sad, unwilling, unfortunate 

happy-go-lucky ► adjective easy-going, care- 
free, casual, free and easy, devil-may-care, 
blithe, nonchalant, insouciant, blase, uncon- 
cerned, untroubled, unwomed, light-hearted, 
informal laid-back 
-opposites anxious 

harangue ► noun a ten-minute harangue tirade. 
diatribe, lecture, polemic, rant, fulmination, 
broadside, attack, onslaught, criticism, con- 
demnation, censure, admonition, declamation, 
speech, informal blast, poetic/ literary philippic 

► verb he harangued his erstwhile colleagues rant at, 
hold forth to, lecture, shout at, berate, criti- 
cize, attack, informal earbash, sound off at. 
mouth off at. 

harass ►verb Q council tenants who harass their 
neighbours persecute, intimidate, hound, 
harry, plague, torment, bedevil, pressurize, 
pester, bother, worry, disturb, trouble, pro- 
voke, stress, informal hassle, bug, give someone a 
hard time; N English informal mither, N Amer infor- 
mal devil, ride ©they were sent to harass the 
enemy flanks harry, attack, beleaguer, set upon, 
assail 

harassed ►adjective stressed, strained, worn 
out, hard-pressed, careworn, womed, troubled, 
beleaguered, under pressure, at the end of 
one’s tether; N Amer at the end of one’s rope, 
informal hassled 
-opposites carefree 

harassment ►noun persecution, mtimida- 
tion, pressure, pressurization, force, coercion, 
informal hassle 

harbinger ► noun herald, sign, indication, sig- 
nal, portent, omen, augury, forewarning, pres- 
age; forerunner, precursor, messenger, poetic/ 
literary foretoken. 

harbour ►noun ©a picturesque harbour port, 
dock, haven, marina, mooring, moorage, an- 
chorage. harbourage, waterfront ©a safe har- 
bour for me: refuge, haven, safe haven, shelter, 
sanctuary, retreat, place of safety, port in a 
storm. 

► verb ©He is harbouring a dangerous criminal : shel- 


ter, conceal, hide, shield, protect, give sanctu- 
ary to, take in. put up, accommodate, house 
©Rose had harboured a grudge against him. bear, 
nurse, nurture, chensh, entertain, foster, hold 
on to, cling to 

hard ►adjective ©Hurd ground firm, solid, rigid, 
stiff, resistant, unbreakable, inflexible, impene- 
trable, unyielding, solidified, hardened, com- 
pact, compacted, dense, close-packed, com- 
pressed, steely, tough, strong, stony, rock-like, 
flinty, as hard as iron, as hard as stone, frozen, 
poetic /literary adamantine ©hard physical work 
arduous, strenuous, tiring, fatiguing, exhaust- 
ing, wearying, back-breaking, gruelling, heavy, 
laborious, difficult, taxing, exacting, testing, 
challenging, demanding, punishing, tough, for- 
midable, onerous, ngorous, uphill, Herculean, 
informal murderous, killing, hellish. Bnt informal 
knackering, formal exigent, archaic toilsome 
Qhard workers diligent, hard-working, indus- 
trious, sedulous, assiduous, conscientious, enei- 
getic, keen, enthusiastic, zealous, earnest, pei- 
severing, persistent, unflagging, untiring, in- 
defatigable. studious ©a hard problem diffi 
cult, puzzling, perplexing, baffling, bewilder- 
ing. mystifying, knotty, thorny, problematic, 
complicated, complex, intricate, involved, in- 
soluble, unfathomable, impenetrable, incom- 
prehensible, unanswerable ©times are hard 
harsh, gnm, difficult, bad. bleak, dire, tough, 
austere, unpleasant, uncomfortable, straitened, 
spartan, dark, distressing, painful, awful Qa 
hard taskmaster strict, harsh, firm, severe, 
stern, tough, ngorous, demanding, exacting, 
callous, unkind, unsympathetic, cold, heartless, 
hard-hearted, unfeeling, intransigent, unbend- 
ing, uncompromising, inflexible, implacable, 
stubborn, obdurate, unyielding, unrelenting, 
unspanng, gnm, ruthless, merciless, pitiless, 
cruel, standing no nonsense, ruling with a rod 
of iron ©a hard winter bitterly cold, cold, 
bitter, harsh, severe, bleak, freezing, icy, lcy- 
# cold, arctic ©a hard blow forceful, heavy, 

’ strong, sharp, smart, violent, powerful, vigor- 
ous, mighty, hefty, tremendous Qhard facts 
reliable, definite, true, confirmed, substanti- 
ated. undeniable, indisputable, unquestionable, 
venfiable <D hard liquor alcoholic, strong, in- 
toxicating, potent, formal spintuous &hard 
drugs addictive, habit-forming, strong, harm- 
ful 

-opposites soft, easy lazy, gentle 
► adverb © George pushed her hard forcefully, 
forcibly, roughly, powerfully, strongly, heavily, 
sharply, vigorously, energetically, with all one’s 
might, with might and mam ©they worked 
hard diligently, industriously, assiduously, 
conscientiously, sedulously, busily, enthusias- 
tically, energetically, doggedly, steadily, informal 
like mad, like crazy, Brrt informal like billy-o 
©this prosperity has been hard won with diffi- 
culty, with effort, after a struggle, painfully, 
laboriously ©her death hit him hard: severely, 
badly, acutely, deeply, keenly, seriously, pro- 
foundly, gravely; formal grievously © it was rain- 
ing hard heavily, strongly, in torrents, in 
sheets, cats and dogs, steadily, ©my mother 
looked hard at me. closely, attentively, intently, 
critically, carefully, keenly, searchingly. earn- 
estly, sharply. 

■ hard and fast definite, fixed, set, strict, 
rigid, binding, clear-cut, cast-iron; inflexible. 
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immutable, unchangeable, incontestable 

■ hard by close to, nght by, beside, near (to), 
nearby, not far from, a stone’s throw from, on 
the doorstep of, informal within spitting distance 
of, {a hop, skip, and jump away from} 

■ hard feelings resentment, animosity, ill 
feeling, ill will, bitterness, bad blood, resentful- 
ness, rancour, malice, acrimony, antagonism, 
antipathy, animus, friction, anger, hostility, 
hate, hatred 

■ hard up ( informal) poor, short of money, 
badly off, impoverished, impecunious, in re- 
duced circumstances, unable to make ends 
meet, penniless, destitute, poverty-stricken, in- 
formal broke, strapped (for cash), Bnt informal 
skint 

hardbitten ► adjective hardened, tough, cynic- 
al. unsentimental, hard-headed, case-hardened, 
as hard as nails, informal hard-nosed, hard-boiled 
-opposites sentimental 

hard-boiled ► adjective ( informal) a hard-boiled 
undercover agent Sec hardbitten 

hard-COre ► adjective diehard, staunch, dedi- 
cated, committed, steadfast, dyed-m-the-woul, 
long-standing, hard-line, extreme, entrenched, 
radical, intransigent, uncompromising, rigid, in- 
formal deep-dyed 

harden ►verb glue will harden in four 

hours solidify, set, congeal, clot, coagulate, 
stiffen, thicken, cake, inspissate, freeze, crystal- 
lize, ossify, petnfy 0 their suffering had hardened 
them toughen, desensitize, mure, case-harden, 
harden someone’s heart; deaden, numb, be- 
numb, anaesthetize, brutalize 
-opposites liquefy, soften 

hardened * adjective Qhe was hardened to the 
violence he had seen inured, desensitized, dead- 
ened, accustomed, habituated, acclimatized, 
used 0 a hardened criminal inveterate, sea- 
soned, habitual, chronic, compulsive, con- 
firmed, dyed-m-the-wool, incorrigible, incur- 
able. irredeemable, unregenerate 0 the silos are 
hardened against air attack strengthened, forti- 
fied, reinforced, toughened 

hard-headed ► adjective unsentimental, prac- 
tical, pragmatic, businesslike, realistic, sens- 
ible, rational, clear-thinkmg, cool-headed, 
down-to^arth, matter-of-fact, no-nonsense, 
with one’s/both feet on the ground, tough, 
hardbitten, shrewd, astute, sharp, sharp-witted, 
informal hard-nosed, hard-boiled. 

-opposites idealistic 

hard-hearted ► adjective unfeeling, heartless, 
cold, hard, callous, unsympathetic, uncanng, 
unloving, unconcerned, indifferent, unmoved, 
unkind, uncharitable, unemotional, cold- 
hearted. cold-blooded, mean-spinted, stony- 
hearted, having a heart of stone, as hard as 
nails, cruel. 

-opposites compassionate 

hard-hitting ► adjective uncompromising, 
blunt, forthright, frank, honest, direct, tough, 
critical, unsparing, strongly worded, straight- 
talking, pulling no punches, not mincing one’s 
words, not beating about the bush. 

hardihood ►noun bravery, courage, pluck, 
valour, intrepidity, nerve, daring, fearlessness, 
audacity, boldness, dauntlessness, stout- 
heartedness, heroism; backbone, grit, spine, 


spirit, mettle, informal guts, spunk, Bnt informal 
bottle; N Amer informal moxie 
-opposites timidity 

hardiness ► noun robustness, strength, 
toughness, ruggedness, sturdiness, resilience, 
stamina, vigour, healthiness, good health 
-opposites frailty 

hard-line ►adjective uncompromising, strict, 
extreme, tough, diehard, inflexible, intransi- 
gent, intractable, unyielding, single-minded, 
not giving an inch 
-opposites moderate 

hardly ► adverb we hardly know each other 
scarcely, barely, only just, slightly 

hard-nosed ► adjective ( informal) tough-minded, 
unsentimental, no-nonsense, hard-headed, 
hardbitten, pragmatic, realistic, down-to-earth, 
practical, iational, shrewd, astute, businesslike, 
informal hard-boiled 
-opposites sentimental 

hard-pressed ► adjective O the hard-pressed in- 
fantry under attack, hotly pursued, hamed 
0the hard-pressed construction industry in diffi 
culties, under pressure, troubled, beleaguered, 
harassed, with one’s back to/against the wall, 
in a tight comer, in a tight spot, between a 
rock and a hard place, overburdened, over- 
worked. overloaded, rushed off one’s feet, infor- 
mal pushed, up against it 

hardship ►noun privation, deprivation, desti- 
tution, poverty, austerity, penu y. want, need, 
neediness, impecuniousness, misfortune, dis- 
tress. suffering, affliction, trouble, pain, mis- 
eiy, wretchedness, tribulation, adversity, trials, 
trials and tribulations, dire straits, poetic /literary 
travails 

-opposites prosperity, ease 
hardware ►noun equipment, apparatus, gear, 
paraphernalia, tackle, kit, machinery, tools, 
articles, implements, instruments, appliances 

hard-wearing ► adjective durable, strong, 
tough, resilient, lasting, long-lasting, made to 
last, stout, well made, rugged, heavy-duty 
-opposites flimsy 

hard-working ►adjective diligent, industri- 
ous, conscientious, assiduous, sedulous, pains- 
taking, persevering, unflagging, untiring, tire- 
less, indefatigable, studious, keen, enthusiastic, 
zealous, busy, with one’s shoulder to the 
wheel, with one’s nose to the grindstone 
-opposites lazy 

hardy ► adjective* robust, healthy, fit, strong, 
sturdy, tough, rugged, hearty, lusty, vigorous, 
hale and hearty, fit as a fiddle, fighting fit, in 
fine fettle, in good health, in good condition, 
Bnt in rude health, dated stalwart 
-opposites delicate 
hare ► noun. See list at rabbit 
hare-brained ►adjective Qa hare-brained 
scheme ■ ill-judged, rash, foolish, foolhardy, 
reckless, madcap, wild, silly, stupid, ridiculous, 
absurd, idiotic, asinine, imprudent, impractic- 
able. unworkable, unrealistic, unconsidered, 
half-baked, ill-thought-out, ill-advised, ill- 
conceived; informal crackpot, crackbrained, 
cock-eyed, crazy, Bnt mfomnal daft, barmy. 0 a 
hare-brained young giri: foolish, silly, idiotic, un- 
intelligent, empty-headed. scatterbrained, 
feather-brained, birdbrained. pea-brained. 
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brainless, giddy, informal dippy, dizzy, dopey, 
dotty, airheaded 
-opposites sensible, intelligent 
harem ► noun seraglio, zenana, historical gynae- 
ceum 

hark ► verb {poetic / literary) hark I hear a warning 
note listen, lend an ear, pay attention, attend, 
mark, archaic hearken, give ear 
■ hark back to recall, call/bnng to mind, 
evoke, put one in mind of 
harlequin ► noun jester, joker, merry an' 
drew 

► adjective a harlequin pattern multicoloured, 
many-coloured, colourful, particoloured, vari- 
coloured, many-hued, rainbow, vanegated, 
jazzy, kaleidoscopic, psychedelic, polychromat- 
ic, chequered, archaic motley. 

harlot ► noun ( archaic ) prostitute, whore, fille 
de joie, call girl, promiscuous woman, slut, /n- 
formal tart, pro, member of the oldest profes- 
sion; Brit informal scrubber, slag, slapper, N Amer 
informal hooker, hustler, tramp, roundheei, dated 
streetwalker, hussy, woman of the streets, 
woman of the night, scarlet woman, loose 
woman, fallen woman, cocotte, wanton, archaic 
strumpet, courtesan, trollop, doxy, drab, trull 

harm ► noun ©the voltage is not sufficient to cause 
harm injury, hurt, pain, trauma, damage, im- 
pairment. mischief ©f can't see any harm m it 
evil, wrong, ill, wickedness, iniquity, sin 
-opposites benefit 

► verb Qhe's never harmed anybody in his life in- 
jure, hurt, wound, lay a finger on, maltreat, 
mistreat, misuse, ill-treat, ill-use, abuse, molest 
©this could harm his World Cup prospects dam 
age, spoil, mar. do mischief to, impair 

harmful ►adjective damaging, injurious, detri- 
mental, dangerous, deleterious, unfavourable, 
negative, disadvantageous, unhealthy, un- 
wholesome, hurtful, baleful, destructive, nox- 
ious. hazardous, poisonous, toxic, deadly, le- 
thal. bad. evil, malign, malignant, malevolent, 
corrupting, subversive, pernicious 
-opposites beneficial 

harmless ►adjective Qa harmless substance 
safe, innocuous, benign, gentle, mild, whole- 
some. non-toxic, non-poisonous, non-imtant, 
non-addictive ©he seems harmless enough in 
offensive, innocuous, unobjectionable, unex- 
ceptionable 
-opposites dangerous 

harmonious ►adjective Q harmonious music 
tuneful, melodious, melodic, sweet-sounding, 
mellifluous, dulcet, lyncal, euphonious, eu- 
phonic, harmonic, polyphonic, informal easy on 
the ear. 0 their harmonious relationship friendly 
amicable, cordial, amiable, congenial, easy, 
peaceful, peaceable, cooperative, compatible, 
sympathetic, umted, attuned, in harmony, in 
rapport, m tune, in accord, of one mind, seeing 
eye to eye @a harmonious blend of traditional 
and modem: congruous, coordinated, balanced, 
in proportion, compatible, well matched, well 
balanced. 

-opposites discordant, hostile, incongruous, 
harmonize ►verb Q colours which harmonize in 
a pleasing way coordinate, go together, match, 
blend, mix, balance, tone in. be compatible, be 
harmonious, suit each other, set each other off. 
©the need to harmonize tax laws across Europe : 


coordinate, systematize, correlate, integrate, 
synchronize, make consistent, bring in line, 
bring in tune 
-opposites clash 

harmony ►noun ©musical harmony euphony, 
polyphony, tunefulness, melodiousness, mellifl- 
uousness ©the harmony of the whole structure 
balance, symmetry, congruity, consonance, co- 
ordination, compatibility © the villagers live to- 
gether in harmony accord, agreement, peace, 
peacefulness, amity, amicability, friendship, 
fellowship cooperation, understanding, con- 
sensus, unity, sympathy, rapport, like-mind- 
edness, unison, union, concert, oneness, syn- 
thesis. formal concord 
-opposites dissonance, disagreement 

harness ►noun a horse's harness tack, tackle, 
equipment, trappings, yoke, archaic equipage 
See list 

► verb Qhe harnessed his horse hitch up, put in 
harness, yoke, couple 0 attempts to harness solar 
energy control, exploit, utilize, use, employ, 
make use of, put to use, channel, mobilize, 
apply, capitalize on 


Parts of a Horse's Harness or 
Tack 


backhand 

cindi 

head collar 

bearing rein 

collar 

headstall 

beliyband 

crupper 

martingale 

bit 

curb bit 

pelham 

blinders 

double bit 

reins 

blinkers 

double 

saddle 

breastband 

bridle 

saddlepad 

breast collar 

eggbutt 

snaffle (bit) 

breastplate 

snaffle 

surcingle 

breeching 

frontlet 

throatlatch 

bridle 

girth 

traces 

bridoon 

hackamore 

Weymouth bit 

cavesson 

halter 


cheekplece 

hames 


harp ► noun See list at string 



■ harp on about keep on about, go on about, 
keep talking about, dwell on. make an issue of. 
labour the point 

harpoon ►noun spear, tndent, dart, barb, 
gaff, leister 

harridan ► noun shrew, termagant, virago, 
harpy, vixen, nag, hag, crone, dragon, ogress, 
fishwife, hellcat, she-devil, gorgon, martinet, 
tartar, informal old bag, old bat, old cow, bitch, 
battleaxe, witch, archaic scold, 
harried ► adjective harassed, beleaguered, flus- 
tered, agitated, bothered, vexed, beset, 
plagued, informal hassled, up against it 
harrow ► verb distress, trouble, bother, afflict, 
gneve, torment, pain, hurt, mortify 
-opposites comfort. 

harrowing ► adjective distressing, distressful, 
traumatic, upsetting; shocking, disturbing, 
painful, haunting, appalling, horrifying 
harry ►verb ©they harried the retreating enemy 
attack, assail, assault; change, rush, strike, set 
upon; bombard, shell, strafe, ©the government 
was harried by a new lobby: harass, hound, pres- 
surize, bedevil, torment, pester, bother, worry, 
badger, nag. plague; informal hassle, bug, lean 
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on, give someone a hard time, get on 
someone’s back 

harsh ► adjective ©a harsh voice- grating, jar 
nng, rasping, stndent, raucous, brassy, discord- 
ant, unharmomous, unmelodious, screeching, 
shrill, rough, coarse, hoarse, gruff, croaky 
©harsh colours glaring, bright, dazzling, loud, 
garish, gaudy, lurid, bold ©his harsh rule over 
them cruel, savage, barbarous, despotic, dicta- 
torial, tyrannical, tyrannous, ruthless, merci- 
less. pitiless, relentless, unmerciful, severe, 
strict, intolerant, illiberal, hard-hearted, heart- 
less, unkind, inhuman, inhumane Qthey took 
harsh measures to end the crisis severe, stringent, 
firm, stiff, haid, stem, rigorous, gnm, uncom 
promising, punitive, cruel, brutal ©harsh 
words rude, discourteous, uncivil, impolite, un- 
friendly, sharp, bitter, abusive, unkind, dispara- 
ging, abrupt, brusque, curt, gruff, short, surly, 
offhand © harsh conditions austere, gnm, spar- 
tan, hard, comfortless, inhospitable, stark, 
bleak, desolate ©a harsh winter hard, severe, 
cold, bittei, bleak, freezing, icy, arctic, polar, 
Sibenan Q harsh cream cleaners abrasive, 
strong, caustic, coarse, rough 
-opposites soft, subdued, kind, fnendly, com- 
fortable, balmy, mild 

harum-scarum ► adjective reckless, impetu- 
ous, impulsive, imprudent, rash, wild, dare- 
devil, madcap, hot-headed, hare-brained, fool- 
hardy, incautious, careless, heedless, informal 
devil-may-care, poetic/ literary temeranous 
-opposites cautious 

harvest ►noun Owe all helped with the harvest 
harvesting, reaping, picking, collecting, formal 
mgathenng ©a poor harvest yield, crop, vin- 
tage, fruits, produce ©the experiment yielded a 
meagre harvest return, result, fruits, product, 
output, effect, consequence 

► verb Qhe harvested the wheat gather (in), bring 
in. reap, pick, collect, formal mgather ©he har- 
vest ed many honours acquire, obtain, gam. get, 
earn, accumulate, amass, gather, collect, informal 
land, net. bag, scoop 

hash 1 ► noun a whole hash of excuses mixture, as- 
sortment, vanety, array, mix, miscellany, selec- 
tion, medley, mishmash, hotchpotch, ragbag, 
gallimaufry, pot-poum, N Amer hodgepodge 
■ make a hash of ( informal) bungle, fluff, mess 
up, make a mess of; mismanage, mishandle, 
rum, wreck, informal botch, muff, muck up, foul 
up, screw up, blow, Bnt informal make a pig’s ear 
of, cock up, N Amer informal flub 
hash 2 ► noun ( informal) she smokes a lot of hash See 
cannabis 

hassle (mformaf) ► noun Q parking is such a hassle 
inconvenience, bother, nuisance, problem, 
trouble, struggle, difficulty, annoyance, irrita- 
tion, thorn m one’s flesh/side, fuss, informal ag- 
gravation, aggro, stress, headache, pam (in the 
neck) Q{N Amer) she got into a hassle with that 
guy See quarrel noun 

► verb they were hassling him to pay up harass, pes- 
ter, nag, keep on at, badger, hound, harry, 
chivvy, bother, torment, plague, informal bug, 
give someone a hard time, get on someone’s 
back, breathe down someone’s neck; N. English 
informal mither. 

hassled ► adjective {informal) harassed, agitated, 
stressed (out), harried, frayed, flustered; belea- 
guered, hounded, plagued, bothered, beset, tor- 


mented, under pressure, hot and bothered, in- 
formal up against it 
-opposites calm 

haste ► noun working with feverish haste speed, 
hastiness, humedness, swiftness, rapidity, 
quickness, bnskness, formal expedition 
-opposites delay 

■ in haste quickly, rapidly, fast, speedily, with 
urgency, in a rush, m a hurry 

hasten ►verb Qwe hastened back home hurry, 
rush, dash, race, fly, shoot, scurry, scramble, 
dart, bolt, spnnt, run, gallop, go fast, go quick- 
ly, go like lightning, go hell for leather, informal 
tear, hare, pelt, scoot, zip, zoom, belt, hotfoot 
it, leg it, Bnt informal bomb, bucket, N Amer infor- 
mal hightail, barrel, dated make haste Q chem- 
icals can hasten ageing speed up, accelerate, 
quicken, precipitate, advance, hurry on, step 
up, spur on, facilitate, aid, assist, boost 
-opposites dawdle, delay 

hastily ► adverb O Meg retreated hastily quickly, 
humedly, fast, swiftly, rapidly, speedily, 
bnskly, without delay, post-haste, with all 
speed, as fast as possible, at breakneck speed, 
at a run, hotfoot, on the double; informal double 
quick, p.d q (pretty damn quick), mppily, like 
(greased) lightning, like the wind, like a scald- 
ed cat, like a bat out of hell. Bnt informal at a 
rate of knots, like the clappers, N Amer informal 
lickety-split ©an agreement was hastily drawn 
up hurriedly, speedily, quickly, on the spur of 
the moment, prematurely 

hasty ►adjective ©hasty steps quick, humed, 
fast, swift, rapid, speedy, bnsk, poetic /literary 
fleet Qhosty decisions rash, impetuous, impul- 
sive. reckless, precipitate, spur-of-the-moment, 
premature, unconsidered, unthinking, poetic / 
literary temerarious 
-opposites slow, considered 

hat ► noun Bnt informal titfer See list 

hatch ►verb Qthe duck hatched her eggs incu 
bate, brood, sit on ©the plot that you hatched 
up last night devise, conceive, concoct, brew, 
invent, plan, design, formulate, think up. 
dream up, informal cook up 

hatchet ►noun AXE, cleaver, mattock, toma- 
hawk, Bnt chopper 

hate ►verb ©they hate each other loathe, de- 
test, despise, dislike, abhor, execrate, be re- 
pelled by, be unable to bear/stand, find intoler- 
able, recoil from, shrink from, formal abomin- 
ate, archaic disrelish ©J hate to bother you be 
sorry, be reluctant, be loath, be unwilling, be 
disinclined, regret, dislike 
-opposites love 

► noun © feelings of hate hatred, loathing, detest- 
ation, dislike, distaste, abhorrence, abomin- 
ation, execration, aversion, hostility, enmity, 
animosity, antipathy, revulsion, disgust, con- 
tempt, odium; archaic disrelish ©hi s pet hate is 
filling in forms, bugbear, bane, b£te noire, 
bogey, aversion, thorn in one's flesh/side; N 
Amer bugaboo. 

-opposites love 

hateful ►adjective detestable, horrible, hor- 
rid, unpleasant, awful, nasty, disagreeable, de- 
spicable. objectionable, insufferable, revolting, 
loathsome, abhorrent, abominable, execrable, 
odious, disgusting, distasteful, obnoxious, of- 
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Hats and Headgear 


babushka 

Dutch cap 

rebozo 

balaclava 

fedora 

saHor hat 

balmora! 

fez 

shako 

baseball cap 

flat cap 

shapka 

beanie 

forage cap 

shovel hat 

bearskin 

garrison cap 

skimmer 

beaver hat 

gibus hat 

skullcap 

beret 

gimme cap 

slouch hat 

billycock 

glengarry 

snap-brim hat 

biretta 

hard hat 

snood 

boater 

headband 

sola topi 

bobble hat 

headscarf 

sombrero 

bonnet 

helmet 

sou’wester 

Borsatino 

high hat 

Stetson (US 

bowler hat 

homburg 

trademark) 

busby 

hood 

stocking cap 

calash 

jester's cap 

stovepipe hat 

cap 

jockey cap 

sun hat 

caubeen 

Juliet cap 

sun helmet 

chapeau 

Kangol 

taj 

chapeau-bras 

( trademark ) 

tam 

chaplet 

kefhyeh 

tammy 

Cheese-cutter 

kepi 

tam-o’shanter 

cap 

leghorn hat 

tarboosh 

cirdet 

lum hat 

ten-gallon hat 

cloche 

mantilla 

terai 

doth cap 

mitre 

tiara 

cocked hat 

mob cap 

tignon 

coif 

mortar board 

top hat 

coolie hat 

mutch 

topi 

coonskin hat 

opera hat 

topper 

coronet 

panama 

toque 

cowl 

peaked cap 

tricorne 

cockscomb 

petasus 

trilby 

crash helmet 

Phrygian 

tuque 

crown 

bonnet 

turban 

deerstalker 

picture hat 

veil 

derby 

pillbox 

watch cap 

diadem 

pixie hat 

wideawake 

DoNy Varden 

poke bonnet 

wimple 

hat 

pork-pie hat 

wreath 

dunce's cap 

puggaree 

yarmulke 


fensive, vile, heinous, informal ghastly, Bnt mfor- 
mal beastly, God-awful 
-opposites delightful. 

hatred ► noun loathing, hate, detestation, dis- 
like, distaste, abhorrence, abomination, execra- 
tion; aversion, hostility, ill will, ill feeling, en- 
mity, animosity, antipathy, revulsion, disgust, 
contempt, odium, archaic disrelish 

haughtiness ► noun arrogance, conceit, 
pnde, hubris, hauteur, vanity, self-importance, 
pomposity, condescension, disdain, contempt, 
snobbishness, snobbery, superciliousness, mfor- 
mal snootiness. 

-opposites modesty. 

haughty ► adjective proud, arrogant, vam. con- 
ceited, snobbish, superior, self-important, pom- 
pous, supercilious, condescending, patronizing, 
scornful, contemptuous, disdainful, full of one- 
self, above oneself, informal stuck-up, snooty, 
hoity-toity, uppity, uppish, big-headed, high 
and mighty, la-di-da, Bnt informal toffee-nosed, N 
Amer informal chesty. 

-opposites humble. 

haul ► verb Qshe hauled the basket along . drag, 
pull, tug, heave, lug, hump, draw, tow; informal 


yank 0 a contract to haul coal transport, con- 
vey, carry, ship, ferry, move, shift 

► noun the thieves abandoned their haul booty, loot, 
plunder, spoils, stolen goods, ill-gotten gams, 
informal swag, boodle 

haunches * plural noun rump, hindquarters, 
rear (end), seat, buttocks, thighs, demere, Bnt 
bottom, Anatomy nates; informal behind, backside. 
Bnt informal bum, botty, N Amer informal butt, 
fanny, tush, heinie, humorous fundament, pos- 
terior 

haunt ► verb Qa ghost haunts this house appear 
in, mateualize in, visit Qhe haunts street mar- 
kets frequent, patronize, visit regularly, loiter 
in. linger in, informal hang out in ©the sight 
haunted me for years torment, disturb, trouble, 
worry, plague, burden, beset, beleaguer, prey 
on, weigh on. gnaw at, nag at, weigh heavily 
on, obsess, informal bug 

► noun a favourite haunt of artists hang-out, stamp- 
ing ground, meeting place, territory, domain, 
resort, retreat, spot, N Amer stomping ground. 
Bnt informal patch 

haunted ► adjective ©a haunted house pos 
sessed, cursed, ghostly, eerie, informal spooky, 
scary 0 his haunted eyes tormented, anguished, 
troubled, tortured, worried, disturbed 
haunting ►adjective evocative, emotive, af- 
fecting, moving, touching, stimng, powerful, 
poignant, nostalgic, wistful, memorable, unfor- 
gettable, indelible 

hauteur ► noun haughtiness, superciliousness, 
arrogance, pnde, conceit, snobbery, snobbish- 
ness. supenonty, self-importance, disdain, con- 
descension. airs and graces, informal snootmess, 
uppishness, Bnt informal side. 

have ►verb Qhe had a new car possess, own, 
be in possession of, be the owner of, be blessed 
with, boast, enjoy; keep, retain, hold, occupy 
0 the flat has five rooms comprise, consist of, 
contain, include, incorporate, be composed of, 
be made up of, encompass, formal comprehend 
©they had tea together eat, consume, devour, 
partake of, dnnk, imbibe, quaff, informal demol- 
ish. dispose of. put away, get outside of, scoff 
(down), sink, knock back, N Amer informal scarf 
(down/up) Qshe had a letter from Mark re 
ceive, get, be given, be sent, obtain, acquire, 
come by, take receipt of. ©we've decided to have 
a party organize, arrange, hold, give, host, 
throw, put on, lay on, set up, fix up ©she's 
going to have a baby give birth to, bear, be de- 
livered of, bring into the world; informal drop, ar- 
chaic be brought to bed of, beget ©we are hav- 
ing guests for dinner entertain, be host to, cater 
for, receive; invite round/over, ask round/over, 
wine and dine, accommodate, put up. Qhe had 
trouble finding the restaurant: experience, en- 
counter, face, meet, find, run into, go through, 
undergo. 01 have a headache: be suffering 
from, be afflicted by, be affected by, be 
troubled with, informal be a martyr to. (©I hod 
a good time: experience; enjoy. many of them 
have doubts: harbour, entertain, feel, nurse, 
nurture, sustain, maintain. ®h e had little pa- 
tience. manifest, show, display, exhibit, demon- 
strate. <E> he had them throw Chris out: make, ask 
to, request to, get to, tell to. require to, induce 
to, prevail upon someone to; order to, com 
mand to. direct to. force to. ©/ can't have you 
insulting me: tolerate, endure, bear, stomach. 
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support, accept, put up with, go along with, 
take, countenance, permit to, allow to, informal 
stand, abide, Bnt informal stick, be doing with, 
formal brook ® / have to get up at six must, be 
obliged to, be required to, be compelled to, be 
forced to, be bound to © (informal) I'd been had 
trick, fool, deceive, cheat, dupe, take in, hood- 
wink, swindle, informal do, con, diddle, np off, 
shaft, N Amer informal sucker, snooker 
-opposites send, give, visit 

■ have done with have finished with, be done 
with, be through with, want no more to do 
with, have given up, have turned one’s back 
on, have washed one’s hands of, have no more 
truck with 

■ have had It ( informal ) Qthey admit that they've 
had it have no chance, ha vo no hope, have 
failed, be finished, be defeated, have lost, mfor- 
mal have flopped, have come a cropper © if you 
tell anyone, you've had it be in trouble, be in for 
a scolding, informal be for the high jump, be in 
hot water, be in (deep) shtook, Bnt informal be 
for it 

■ have nothing on someone ( informal ) have no 
evidence against, know nothing bad about, 
know nothing incriminating about 

■ have someone on ( Bnt informal) play a trick 
on, play a joke on, joke with, tnck, tease, rag, 
make a monkey (out) of. pull someone’s leg, m- 
formal kid, rib, take for a ride, lead up the gar- 
den path, Bnt informal wind up, N Amer informal 
put on 

■ have something on Qshe had a blue dress 
im be wearing, be dressed in. be clothed in, be 
attired in. be decked out in, be robed in 
© (Bnt ) I have got u lot on at the moment be com- 
mitted to, have arranged, have planned, have 
organized, have fixed up, have on the agenda 

haven ► noun O they stopped in a small haven an 
chorage, harbour, harbourage, port, moorage, 
mooring, road, roadstead, cove, inlet, bay ©a 
safe haven refuge, retreat, shelter, sanctuary, 
asylum, port in a storm, oasis, sanctum 

haversack ► noun knapsack, rucksack, back- 
pack, pack 

havoc ► noun O the hurricane caused havoc dev 
astation, destruction, damage, desolation, 
ruination, ruin, disaster, catastrophe Q hyper- 
active children create havoc disorder, chaos, dis- 
ruption, mayhem, bedlam, pandemonium, tur- 
moil, tumult, uproar, commotion, furore, N 
Amer a three-ring circus, informal hullabaloo 

hawk ► verb peddle, sell, tout, vend, trade in, 
traffic in, push, Bnt informal flog 

hawker ► noun pedlar, trader, seller, dealer, 
purveyor, vendor, huckster, travelling sales- 
man; Bnt barrow boy, tout, informal pusher 

hawk-eyed ► adjective vigilant, observant, 
alert, sharp-eyed, keen-eyed, eagle-eyed, on the 
alert, on the lookout, with one’s eyes skinned/ 
peeled; informal beady-eyed, not missing a tnck, 
on the ball. 

-opposites inattentive 

hay ► noun forage, dned grass, herbage, silage, 
fodder, straw. 

■ make hay while the sun shines make the 
most of an opportunity, take advantage of 
something, strike while the iron is hot, seize 
the day, carpe diem. 


haywire * adjective ( informal ) out of control, 
erratic, faulty, malfunctioning, out of order, 
chaotic, confused, disorganized, disordered, 
topsy-turvy, informal on the blink, Bnt mfonnal up 
the spout, shambolic. 

hazard ► noun Q the hazards of radiation dan 
ger, nsk, peril, threat, menace, problem, pit- 
fall © (poetic/ literary) the laws of hazard chance, 
probability, fortuity, luck, fate, destiny, for- 
tune, providence 

► verb Qhe hazarded a guess venture, advance, 
put forward, volunteer, conjecture, speculate, 
surmise, formal opine ©it's too risky to hazard 
money on risk, jeopardize, gamble, stake, bet, 
chance, endanger, imperil 

hazardous ► adjective risky, dangerous, un- 
safe, perilous, precarious, fraught with danger, 
unpredictable, uncertain, chancy, high-nsk, in- 
secure, touch-and-go, informal dicey, hairy, Bnt in- 
formal dodgy 

-opposites safe, certain 

haze ► noun O a thick haze on the sea mist, fog, 
cloud, smoke, vapour, steam ©a haze of eu- 
phoria blur, daze, confusion, muddle, be- 
fuddlement 

hazy ►adjective Qa hazy day misty, foggy, 
cloudy, overcast, smoggy, murky Qhazy mem- 
ories vague, indistinct, unclear, faint, dim, 
nebulous, shadowy, blurred, fuzzy, confused 

head ►noun Qher head hit the wall skull, cra- 
nium, crown, informal nut, noodle, noggin, 
dome, Bnt informal bonce, informal dated conk, 
noddle ©he had to use his head brain(s), brain- 
power, intellect, intelligence, wit(s), wisdom, 
mind, sense, reasoning, common sense, informal 
nous, savvy, grey matter, Bnt informal loaf, N 
Amer informal smarts ©she had a good head for 
business aptitude, faculty, talent, gift, capacity, 
ability, mind, brain Qthe head of the church 
leader, chief, controller, governor, superin- 
tendent, headman, commander, captain, direct- 
or. manager, principal, president, premier, infor- 
mal boss, boss man, kingpin, top dog, Mr Big, 
skipper, numero uno, head honcho. Bnt informal 
gaffer, guv’nor, N Amer informal sachem, big 
kahuna ©the head of the queue front, begin- 
ning, start, fore, forefront, top Qthe head of the 
nver source, origin, well head, headspring, 
headwater, poetic/ literary wellspnng ©beer with a 
head froth, foam, bubbles, spume, fizz, effer- 
vescence, suds 
-opposites back, mouth 

► adjective the head waiter chief, principal, lead- 
ing, main, first, prune, premier, top, highest, 
supreme, top-ranking, N Amer ranking; informal 
top-notch. 

-opposites subordinate. 

► verb Qthe procession was headed by the mayor 
lead, be at the front of; be first, lead the way 
©a team headed by a line manager command. 
control, lead, run, manage, direct, supervise, 
superintend, oversee, preside over, rule, gov- 
ern, captain, informal be the boss of. ©he was 
heading for the exit ■ move towards, make for, 
aim for, go in the direction of, be bound for, 
make a beelme for; set out for, start out for 

■ at the head of in charge of. controlling, 
commanding, leading, managing, running, dir- 
ecting, supervising, overseeing; at the wheel of, 
at the helm ol. 
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■ come to a head reach a crisis, come to a 
climax, reach a critical point, reach a cross- 
roads; informal come to the crunch 

■ go to someone’s head Q the wine has gone 
to my head intoxicate, befuddle, make drunk, 
informal make woozy, formal mebnate ©her vic- 
tory went to her head make conceited, make 
someone full of themselves, turn someone’s 
head, puff someone up. 

■ head someone/something off O he went to 
head off the cars intercept, divert, deflect, redir- 
ect, re-route, draw away, turn away ©they 
headed off a row forestall, avert, ward off, 
fend off, stave off. hold off, nip in the bud, 
keep at bay, prevent, avoid, stop 

■ keep one's head keep/stay calm, keep 
one’s self-control, maintain one’s composure, 
informal keep one’s cool, keep one’s shirt on 

■ lose one’s head lose control, lose one’s 
composure, lose one’s equilibrium, go to 
pieces, panic, get flustered, get confused, get 
hysterical, informal lose one’s cool, freak out, 
crack up. Brit informal go into a (flat) spin, throw 
a wobbly 

headache ► noun ©I've got a headache pain in 
the head, sore head, migraine, neuralgia, infor- 
mal head © (informal) their behaviour was a head- 
ache for Mr Jones nuisance, trouble, problem, 
bother, bugbear, pest, worry, inconvenience, 
vexation, irritant, thorn m one’s flesh, informal 
aggravation, hassle, pain (in the neck), bind 

head case ► noun ( informal) maniac, lunatic, 
madman, madwoman, informal loony, nut. nut- 
case, fruitcake, crank, crackpot, Bnt informal nut- 
ter, N Amer informal screwball, crazy, kook, 
wacko. N Amor & Austral /NZ informal dingbat 

head first ► adjective & adverb Qshe dived head 
first into the water, headlong, on one’s head 
Q don’t plunge head first into a relationship with 
out thinking, without forethought, precipitous- 
ly, impetuously, rashly, recklessly, heedlessly, 
hastily, headlong 
-opposites cautiously 

headgear ► noun. See list at hat 

heading ► noun Q chapter headings title, cap- 
tion, legend, subtitle, sub-heading, rubric, 
headline © this topic falls under four main head- 
ings. category, division, classification, class, 
section, group, grouping, subject, topic 

headland ► noun cape, promontory, point, 
head, foreland, peninsula, ness, bluff, Scottish 
mull 

headlong ► adverb ©he fell headlong into the 
tent • head first, on one’s head Qshe rushed 
headlong to join the craze without thinking, with- 
out forethought, precipitously, impetuously, 
rashly, recklessly, carelessly, heedlessly, hastily 
-opposites cautiously 

► adjective a headlong dash, breakneck, whirlwind, 
reckless, precipitate, precipitous, hasty, care- 
less. heedless 
-opposites cautious 

headman ► noun chief, chieftain, leader, 
head, ruler, overlord, master, commander, 
lord, potentate; N Amer sachem. 

-opposites underling. 

head-on ► adjective O a head-on collision direct, 
ffont-to-ffont ©a head-on confrontation: direct, 
face to face, eyeball to eyeball, personal. 


headquarters ► plural noun head office. 
mam office, HQ, base, nerve centre, mission 
control, command post 

headstone ► noun gravestone, tombstone, 
stone, monument, memorial 

headstrong ► adjective wilful, strong-willed, 
stubborn, obstinate, unyielding, obdurate, con- 
trary, perverse, wayward, unruly, formal refrac- 
tory 

— oppositfs tractable 

head teacher ► noun HEAD, headmaster, 
headmistress, principal, director, president, 
governor; Bnt master 

headway 

■ make headway make progress, progress, 
make strides, gam ground, advance, proceed, 
move, get ahead, come along, take shape 

heady ► adjective O heady wine * potent, intoxi- 
cating, strong, alcoholic, vinous, formal spiritu- 
ous © the heady days of my youth exhilarating, 
exciting, thrilling, stimulating, invigorating, 
electrifying, rousing, informal mind-blowing. 
-opposites boring 

heal ► vert) Qhe heals sick people make better. 
make well, cure, treat, restore to health ©his 
knee had healed ■ get better, get well, be cured, 
recover, mend, improve, ©time wdl heal the 
pain of grief alleviate, ease, assuage, palliate, 
relieve, help, lessen, mitigate, attenuate, allay 
©we tried to heal the nft- put right, set nght, re- 
pair, remedy, resolve, correct, settle, conciliate, 
reconcile, harmonize; informal patch up 
-opposites aggravate, worsen 

healing ► adjective curative, therapeutic, medi- 
cinal, remedial, corrective, reparative, restora- 
tive, tonic, health-giving, healthful, beneficial 
-opposites harmful 

health ► noun ©he was restored to health well- 
being, healthiness, fitness, good condition, 
good shape, fine fettle, strength, vigour ©bad 
health forced him to retire: physical state, physic- 
al shape, condition, constitution 
-opposites illness 

healthful ► adjective healthy, health-giving, 
beneficial, good for one, salubrious, whole- 
some, nourishing, nutritious 
-opposites unhealthy 

healthy ► adjective ©a healthy baby well, m 
good health, fine, fit. m good tnm. in good 
shape, m fine fettle, in tip-top condition, 
blooming, thriving, hardy, robust, strong, vig- 
orous, fighting fit, fit as a fiddle, the picture of 
health, Bnt in rude health, informal OK, in the 
pink, nght as ram ©a healthy diet, health- 
giving, healthful, good for one; wholesome, nu- 
tntious, nourishing; beneficial, salubnous 
-opposites ill, unwholesome 

heap ►noun ©a heap of boxes: pile, stack, 
mound, mountain, mass, quantity, load, lot, 
jumble, collection, accumulation, assemblage, 
store, hoard. © ( informal) we have heaps of room: a 
lot, a fair amount, much, plenty, a good deal, 
a great deal, an abundance, a wealth, a profu- 
sion, (a great) many, a large number, numer- 
ous, scores; informal hundreds, thousands, 
millions, a load, loads, loadsa, a pile, piles, oo- 
dles, stacks, lots, masses, scads, reams, wads, 
pots, oceans, miles, tons, zillions; Brit informal a 
shedload, lashings. 


401 


hear | heartily 


► verb she heaped logs on the fire pile (up), stack 
(up), make a mound of, assemble, collect 

■ heap something on/upon they heaped praise 
on her shower on, lavish on, load on, bestow 
on. confer on. give, grant, vouchsafe, favour 
with 

hear ► verb ©she can't hear perceive sound, 
have heanng Qshe could hear men's voices per 
ceive, make out, discern, catch, get, appre- 
hend, overhear Qthey heard that I had moved 
be informed, be told, find out, discover, learn, 
gather, glean, ascertain, get word, get wind 
©a jury heard the case try, judge, adjudicate 
(on), adjudge, pass judgement on 

hearing ► noun Q acute heanng ability to 
hear, auditory perception, sense of heanng, 
aural faculty ©she moved out of hearing- ear 
shot, hearing distance, heanng range, auditory 
range. ©I had a fair heanng chance to speak, 
opportunity to be heard, interview, audience 
©he gave evidence c.t the heanng trial, court 
case, inquiry, inquest, tribunal, investigation, 
inquisition 

-related terms acoustic, auditory, aural 

hearsay ►noun rumour, gossip, tittle-tattle, 
tattle, idle talk, stories, tales, on dit, informal the 
grapevine, Bnt informal goss, N Amer informal 
scuttlebutt 

heart ►noun ©his heart stopped beating informal 
ticker See list ©he poured out his heart emo 
tions, feelings, sentiments, soul, mind, bosom, 
breast, love, affection, passion ©he has no 
heart compassion, sympathy, humanity, feel- 
ing(s), fellow feeling, brotherly love, tendei- 
ness, empathy, understanding, kindness, good- 
will Qthey may lose heart enthusiasm, keen- 
ness. eagerness, spirit, determination, resolve, 
purpose, courage, nerve, will power, fortitude, 
informal guts, spunk, Bnt informal bottle ©the 
heart of the city centre, middle, hub, core, nu- 
cleus. eye. bosom © the heart of the matter es 
sence, crux, core. nub. root, gist, meat, mar- 
row. pith, substance, kernel, informal nitty-gntty 
-related terms cardiac, coronary 
-opposites edge 

■ after one’s own heart like-minded, of the 
same mind, kindred, compatible, congenial, 
sharing one’s tastes, on the same wavelength 

■ at heart deep down, basically, fundamental- 
ly, essentially, in essence, intrinsically, really, 
actually, truly, in fact, informal when you get 
right down to it 

■ (off) by heart from memory, off pat, by rote, 
word for word, verbatim, parrot-fashion, word- 
perfect. 

■ do one’s heart good cheer (up), please, 
gladden, make one happy, delight, hearten, 
gratify, make one feel good, give one a lift, in- 
formal give someone a buzz, tickle someone 
pink, buck up. 

■ eat one’s heart out pine, long, ache, brood, 
mope, fret, sigh, sorrow, yearn, agonize, grieve, 
mourn, lament 

■ from the (bottom of one's) heart sincere 
ly, earnestly, fervently, passionately, truly, 
genuinely, heartily, with all sincerity. 

■ give/lose one’s heart to fall in love with, 
be smitten by; informal fall for, fall head over 
heels for, be swept off one’s feet by, develop a 
crush on. 


■ have a change of heart change one s mind, 
change one’s tune, have second thoughts, have 
a rethink, think again, think twice; informal get 
cold feet 

■ have a heart be compassionate, be kind, be 
merciful, be lenient, be sympathetic, be consid- 
erate, have mercy 

■ heart and soul wholeheartedly, enthusias- 
tically, eagerly, zealously, absolutely, complete- 
ly. entirely, fully, utterly, to the hilt, one hun- 
dred per cent 

■ take heart be encouraged, be heaitened, be 
comforted, cheer up, brighten up, perk up, 
liven up. revive; informal buck up 

■ with one's heart In one’s mouth in alarm, 
in fear, fearfully, apprehensively, on edge, with 
trepidation, in suspense, in a cold sweat, with 
bated breath, on tenterhooks, informal with but- 
terflies in one’s stomach, in a state, in a stew, 
in a sweat, Bnt informal having kittens, N Amer in- 
formal in a twit 


Parts of the Heart 


aortic valve 
atrium 
epicardkim 
mitral vafve 
myocardium 
pericardium 
pulmonary artery 
pulmonary vein 


semilunar valve 
sino-atrial node 
tricuspid valve 
upper chamber 
vena cava 
ventricle 

ventricular septum 


heartache ► noun anguish, gnef, suffering, 
distress, unhappiness, miseiy, sorrow, sadness, 
heartbreak, pain, hurt, agony, angst, despond- 
ency. despair, woe. desolation 
-opposites happiness 

heartbreak ► noun. See heartache 

heartbreaking ►adjective distressing, up- 
setting, disturbing, heart-rending, sad. tragic, 
painful, traumatic, agonizing, harrowing, piti- 
ful, poignant, plaintive, moving, tear-jerking 
-opposites comforting 

heartbroken ► adjective anguished, devas- 
tated, broken-hearted, heavy-hearted, grieving, 
gnef-stneken, inconsolable, crushed, shattered, 
desolate, despairing; upset, distressed, miser- 
able, sorrowful, sad, downcast, disconsolate, 
crestfallen, despondent, informal choked, down 
in the mouth, down in the dumps, cu: up 

heartburn ► noun indigestion, dyspepsia, pyr- 
osis * 

hearten ►verb cheer (up), encourage, raise 
someone’s spirits, boost, buoy up, perk up. gin- 
ger up, inspirit, uplift, elate, comfort, reassure, 
informal buck up, pep up 

heartfelt ►adjective sincere, genuine, from 
the heart, earnest, profound, deep, wholeheart- 
ed, ardent, fervent, passionate, enthusiastic, 
eager, honest, bona fide 
-opposites insincere. 

heartily ►adverb Qwe heartily welcome the 
changes wholeheartedly, sincerely, genuinely, 
warmly, profoundly, with all one’s heart, 
eagerly, enthusiastically, earnestly, ardently 
© they were heartily sick of her very, extremely, 
thoroughly, completely, absolutely, really, ex- 
ceedingly, immensely, most, downright; N 
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Amer quite, informal right, senously, Bnt informal 
jolly, dead, well, N Amer informal real, mighty 

heartless ►adjective unfeeling, unsympathet- 
ic, unkind, uncaring, unconcerned, insensitive, 
inconsiderate, hard-hearted, stony-hearted, 
cold-hearted, mean-spinted, cold, callous, cruel, 
merciless, pitiless, inhuman 
-opposites compassionate 

heart-rending ►adjective distressing, upset- 
ting, disturbing, heartbreaking, sad, tragic, 
painful, traumatic, harrowing, pitiful, poign- 
ant, plaintive, moving, tear-jerking 

heartsick ► adjective {poetic/ literary) despondent, 
dejected, depressed, desolate, downcast, for- 
lorn, unhappy, sad, upset, miserable, wretched, 
woebegone, inconsolable, grieving, gnef- 
stncken, heavy-hearted, broken-hearted 
-opposites happy 

heart-throb ► noun ( informal) idol, pin-up, star. 

superstar, hero, informal dreamboat 
heart-to-heart ► adjective u heart-to-heart chat 
intimate, personal, man-to-man, woman-to- 
woman, candid, honest, truthful, sincere 
► noun they had a long heart-to-heart private con 
versation, t£te-a-t£te, one-to-one, head-to-head, 
chat, talk. word, informal confab, Bnt informal nat- 
ter, chinwag 

heart-warming ► adjective touching, mov- 
ing. heartening, stirring, uplifting, pleasing, 
cheering, gladdening, encouraging, gratifying 
-opposites distressing 

hearty ►adjective Qa hearty character exuber 
ant, jovial, ebullient, cheerful, uninhibited, ef- 
fusive, lively, loud, animated, vivacious, ener- 
getic, spirited, dynamic, enthusiastic, eager, 
warm, cordial, friendly, affable, amiable, good 
natured Q hearty congratulations wholeheart 
ed, heartfelt, sincere, genuine, real, true, earn- 
est, fervent, ardent, enthusiastic Qa hearty 
woman of sixty-five robust, healthy, hardy, fit, 
flourishing, blooming, fighting fit, fit as a fid- 
dle, vigorous, sturdy, strong, Bnt in rude 
health, informal full of vim O & hearty meal sub 
stantial, large, ample, sizeable, filling, gener- 
ous, square, solid, healthy 
-opposites introverted, half-hearted, frail, 
light 

heat ► noun Qa plant sensitive to heat warmth, 
hotness, warmness, high temperature, hot wea- 
ther, warm weather, sultriness, mugginess, hu- 
midity, heatwave, hot spell Qhe took the heat 
out of the dispute passion, intensity, vehemence, 
warmth, fervour, fervency, ardency, enthusi- 
asm. excitement, agitation, anger, fury 
-related terms thermal 
-opposites cold, apathy 

► verb Q the food was heated warm (up), heat up, 
make hot, make warm, reheat, cook, Bnt infor- 
mal hot up 0 the pipes expand as they heat up be 
come hot, become warm, get hotter, get warm- 
er, increase m temperature, Bnt informal hot up 
Qhe calmed down as quickly as he had heated up 
become impassioned, become excited, become 
animated, get angry, become enraged 
-opposites cool 

heated ►adjective O a heated swimming pool 
made warm, made hot, warmed up, reheated, 
hot, piping hot Qa heated argument: vehement, 
passionate, impassioned, animated, spirited, 
‘lively’, intense, fiery, angiy, bitter, ftinous, 


fierce, stormy, tempestuous Q Robert grew heat- 
ed as he spoke of the risks excited, animated, in- 
flamed, worked up, wound up, keyed up, infor- 
mal het up, in a state 

heater ►noun radiator, convector, fire, bra- 
zier, warmer 

heath ► noun moor, heathland, moorland, 
scrub, common land 

heathen ►noun Q bringing Christianity to the 
heathens pagan, infidel, idolater, idolatress, un- 
believer, non-believer, disbeliever, atheist, ag- 
nostic, sceptic, heretic, archaic paynim 0 hea- 
thens who spoil good whisky with tee philistine, 
boor. oaf. ignoramus, lout, vulgarian, plebeian, 
informal pleb, peasant, yahoo, oik 
-opposites believer 

► adjective a heathen practice pagan, infidel, idol- 
atrous, heathenish, unbelieving, non-believing, 
atheistic, agnostic, heretical, faithless, godless, 
irreligious, ungodly, unholy, barbarian, barbar- 
ous, uncivilized, uncultured, primitive, ignor- 
ant, philistine 

heave ►verb Qshe heaved the sofa backwards 
haul, pull, lug, drag, draw, tug, heft, informal 
hump, yank Q [informal) she heaved a hnck at him 
throw, fling, cast, toss, hull, lob, pitch, informal 
chuck, sling; Bnt informal bung. N English & Austral 
informal hoy, NZ informal bish 0 he heaved a sigh of 
relief let out, breathe, give, sigh, emit, utter 
Qthe sea heaved rise and fall, roll, swell, 
surge, chum, seethe, swirl 0she heaved into the 
sink retch, gag, vomit, bring up, cough up. Bnt 
be sick, N Amer get sick, informal throw up, 
puke, chunder, chuck up, hurl, spew, Bnt infor- 
mal sick up, Scottish informal boke, N Amer informal 
barf, upchuck 

heaven ►noun Qthe good will have a place in 
heaven paradise, nirvana, Zion, the hereafter, 
the next world, the next life, the afterworld, 
Elysium, the Elysian Fields, Valhalla, poetic/ 
literary the empyrean 0 a good book is my idea of 
heaven bliss, ecstasy, rapture, contentment, 
happiness, delight, joy, seventh heaven, para- 
dise, Utopia, nirvana Q (poetic /literary) he observed 
the heavenj the sky, the skies, the upper atmos- 
phere, the stratosphere, poetic/ literary the firma- 
ment. the vault of heaven, the blue, the (wide) 
blue yonder, the welkin, the empyrean, the 
azure, the upper regions, the sphere 
-related terms celestial 
-opposites hell, misery 

■ in seventh heaven ecstatic, euphonc, 
thrilled, elated, delighted, overjoyed, on cloud 
nine, walking on air, jubilant, rapturous, jump- 
ing for joy, transported, delirious, blissful, infor- 
mal over the moon, on top of the world, on a 
high, tickled pink, as pleased as Punch, cock-a- 
hoop, as happy as a sandboy; Bnt informal as 
happy as Lany, N Amer informal as happy as a 
dam, Austral informal wrapped 

■ move heaven and earth try one s hardest, 
do one's best, do one’s utmost, do all one can, 
give one’s all, spare no effort, put oneself out, 
strive, exert oneself, work hard, informal bend 
over backwards, do one’s damnedest, go all 
out, bust a gut 

heavenly ►adjective Q heavenly choirs: divine, 
holy, celestial; angelic, seraphic, cherubic; 
poetic /literary empyrean. Q heavenly constellations: 
celestial, cosmic, stellar; planetary; extrater- 
restrial, superterrestnal. 0 (informal) a heavenly 
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morning delightful, wonderful, glorious, per 
feet, excellent, sublime, idyllic, first-class, first- 
rate, blissful, pleasurable, enjoyable, exquisite, 
beautiful, lovely, gorgeous, enchanting, informal 
divine, super, great, fantastic, fabulous, terrific 
-opposites mortal, infernal, terrestrial, dread' 
ful 

heaven-sent ► adjective auspicious, provider 
tial, propitious, felicitous, opportune, golden, 
favourable, advantageous, serendipitous, lucky, 
happy, good, fortunate 
-opposites inopportune 
heavily ► adverb QDad walked heavily labori 
ously, slowly, ponderously, woodenly, stiffly, 
with difficulty, painfully, awkwardly, clumsily 
©we were heavily defeated decisively, conclu- 
sively, roundly, soundly, utterly, completely, 
thoroughly ©he drank heavily excessively, to 
excess, immoderately, copiously, inordinately, 
intemperately, a great deal, too much, over- 
much ©the area is heavily planted with trees 
densely, closely, thickly 01 became heavily in- 
volved deeply, very, extremely, greatly, exceed- 
ingly, tremendously, profoundly, informal ter- 
ribly, seriously, Bnt informal jolly, ever so 
-opposites easily, narrowly, moderately 

heavy ► adjective ©a heavy box weighty, hefty, 
substantial, ponderous, solid, dense, leaden, 
burdensome, informal hulking, weighing a ton 
©a heavy man overweight, fat, obese, corpu- 
lent, large, bulky, stout, stocky, portly, plump, 
paunchy, fleshy, informal hulking, tubby, beefy, 
porky, Bnt informal podgy ©a heavy blow- to the 
head forceful, hard, strong, violent, poweiful, 
vigorous, mighty, hefty, sharp, smart, seveie 
© a gardener did the heavy work for me arduous, 
hard, physical, laborious, difficult, strenuous, 
demanding, tough, onerous, back-breaking, 
gruelling, archaic toilsome ©a heavy burden of 
responsibihtv onerous, burdensome, demand- 
ing. challenging, difficult, formidable, weighty, 
worrisome, stressful, trying, crushing, oppres- 
sive 0 heavy fog dense, thick, soupy, murky, 
impenetrable ©u heavy sky overcast, cloudy, 
clouded, grey, dull, gloomy, murky, dark, 
black, stonny, leaden, louring ©heavy ram 
torrential, relentless, copious, teeming, se- 
vere Q heavy soil clay, clayey, muddy, sticky, 
wet, Bnt claggy, informal cloggy ©a heavy fine 
sizeable, hefty, substantial, colossal, big, con- 
siderable, stiff, informal tidy, whopping, steep, 
astronomical ©heavy seas tempestuous, tur- 
bulent, rough, wild, stormy, choppy, squally 
©heavy fighting intense, fierce, vigorous, re- 
lentless, all-out. severe, senous ©a heavy 
drinker immoderate, excessive, intemperate, 
ovenndulgent, unrestrained, uncontrolled 
©a heavy meal substantial, filling, hearty, 
large, big, ample, sizeable, generous, square, 
solid. CD their diet is heavy on vegetables abound 
ing in, abundant in, lavish with, profuse with, 
unstinting with, using a lot of. © he felt heavy 
and very tired : lethargic, listless, sluggish, tor- 
pid, languid, apathetic ©a heavy heart sad, 
sorrowful, melancholy, gloomy, downcast, 
downhearted, heartbroken, dejected, disconso- 
late, demoralized, despondent, depressed, 
crestfallen, desolate, down, informal blue; poetic/ 
literary dolorous, ©these poems are rather heavy 
tedious, difficult, dull, dry. senous, heavy 
going, dreary, bonng. turgid, uninteresting; in- 
formal deadly. © branches heavy with blossoms 


laden, loaded, covered, filled, groaning, burst- 
ing, teeming, abounding ©a heavy crop boun- 
tiful, plentiful, abundant, large, bumper, nch, 
copious, considerable, sizeable, profuse, informal 
whopping, poetic/ literary plenteous ©he has 
heavy features coarse, rough, rough-hewn, un- 
refined, rugged, craggy 

-opposites light, thin, gentle, easy, bright, fri- 
able, small, calm, moderate, energetic, cheer- 
ful, meagre, delicate 

heavy-handed ►adjective ©tht^ are heavy- 
handed with the equipment clumsy, awkward, 
maladroit, unhandy, inept, unskilful, informal 
ham-handed, ham-fisted, cack-handed, Bnt infor- 
mal all (fingers and) thumbs © heavy-handed 
policing insensitive, oppressive, overbearing, 
high-handed, harsh, stem, severe, tyrannical, 
despotic, ruthless, merciless, tactless, undiplo- 
matic, inept 

-opposites dexterous, sensitive 

heavy-hearted ►adjective melancholy, sad. 
sorrowful, mournful, gloomy, depressed, deso- 
late, despondent, dejected, downhearted, 
downcast, crestfallen, disconsolate, glum, mis- 
erable, wretched, dismal, morose, woeful, woe- 
begone, doleful, unhappy, informal down in the 
dumps, down in the mouth, blue, poetic /literary 
dolorous 

-opposites cheerful 

heckle ► verb jeer, taunt, jibe at, shout down, 
boo, hiss, harass, Bnt & Austral /NZ barrack, infor- 
mal give someone a hard time 
-opposites cheer 

hectic ► adjective frantic, frenetic, frenzied, fe- 
verish, manic, busy, active, fast and funous, 
lively, brisk, bustling, buzzing 
-opposites leisurely 

hector ► verb bully, intimidate, browbeat, har- 
ass, torment, plague, coerce, pressurize, 
strong-arm, threaten, menace, informal bulldoze, 
N Amer informal bullyrag 

hedge ► noun Q high hedges hedgerow, bushes, 
fence, windbreak, Bnt quickset ©an excellent 
hedge against a fall in sterling safeguard, protec- 
tion, shield, screen, guard, buffer, cushion, in- 
surance, security © his analysts is full of hedges 
equivocation, evasion, fudge, quibble, qualifi- 
cation, temporizing, uncertainty, prevarication, 
vagueness 

► verb Q fields hedged with hawthorn surround, 
enclose, encircle, ring, border, edge, bound 
0 she was hedged in by her education confine, re- 
strict, limit, hinder, obstruct, impede, con- 
strain, trap, hefh in ©he hedged at every new 
question prevaricate, equivocate, vacillate, 
quibble, hesitate, stall, dodge the issue, be 
non-committal, be evasive, be vague, beat 
about the bush, pussyfoot around, mince one’s 
words, Bnt hum and haw, informal sit on the 
fence, duck the question ©the company hedged 
its position on the market safeguard, protect, 
shield, guard, cushion, cover, insure 

hedonism ►noun self-indulgence, pleasure- 
seeking, self-giatification, lotus-eating, sybarit- 
ism, intemperance, immoderation, extrava- 
gance, luxury, high living 
-opposites self-restraint. 

hedonist ► noun sybarite, sensualist, voluptu- 
aiy, pleasure-seeker, bon viveur, bon vivant, 
epicure, gastronome 
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-opposites ascetic 

hedonistic ► adjective self-indulgent, pleas- 
ure-seekmg, sybaritic, lotus-eating, epicurean, 
unrestrained, intemperate, immoderate, ex- 
travagant, decadent 

heed ► verb heed the warnings pay attention to, 
take notice of. take note of, pay heed to, at- 
tend to, listen to. bear in mind, be mindful of, 
mind, mark, consider, take into account, fol- 
low, obey, adhere to, abide by, observe, take to 
heart, be alert to 
-opposites disregard 

► noun he paid no heed attention, notice, note, re- 
gard, consideration, thought, care 
heedful ► adjective attentive, careful, mindful, 
cautious, prudent, circumspect, alert, aware, 
wary, chary, watchful, vigilant, on guard, on 
the alert 

heedless ► adjective unmindful, taking no no- 
tice, paying no heed, unheeding, disregardful, 
neglectful, oblivious, inattentive, blind, deaf, 
incautious, imprudent, rash, reckless, fool- 
hardy, improvident, unwary 
heel 1 ►noun O shoes with low heels heel piece, 
wedge, stiletto Qthe heel of a loaf tail end, 
end. crust, remnant, remainder, remains Q (in- 
formal, dated) you’re such a heel scoundrel, rogue, 
rascal, reprobate, miscreant, informal beast, lat, 
louse, swine, snake, scumbag, stinker, Bnt infor- 
mal, dated rotter, bounder, blighter, dated cad. 
blackguard 

stake to one’s heels run away, run off. 
make a run for it. take flight, take off. make a 
break for it. flee, make one’s getaway, escape. 
informal beat it, clear off, vamoose, skedaddle, 
split, cut and run, leg it, hotfoot it. show a 
clean pair of heels, scram, Bnt informal do a run- 
ner, scarper, do a bunk, N Amer informal light 
out, bug out, Austral informal shoot through 
heel 2 ► verb the ship heeled to starboard lean 
over, list, careen, tilt, tip, incline, keel over 
heft ► verb lift (up), raise (up), heave, hoist, 
haul, carry, lug, mfonnal cart, hump, tote 
hefty ► adjective Qa hefty young man burly, 
heavy, sturdy, strapping, bulky, brawny, husky, 
strong, muscular, large, big, solid, well built, 
portly, stout, informal hulking, hunky, beefy ©a 
hefty kick powerful, violent, hard, forceful, 
heavy, mighty 0 hefty loads of timber heavy, 
weighty, bulky, big, large, substantial, massive, 
ponderous; unwieldy, cumbersome, burden- 
some. informal hulking Qa hefty fine substan 
tial, sizeable, considerable, stiff, extortionate, 
large, excessive, informal steep, astronomical, 
whopping 

-opposites slight, feeble, light, small 
hegemony ► noun leadership, dominance, 
domimon, supremacy, authority, mastery, con- 
trol, power, sway, rule, sovereignty 
height ► noun ©the height of the wall highness, 
tallness, extent upwards, vertical measure- 
ment, elevation, stature, altitude Qthe moun- 
tain heights summit, top, peak, crest, crown, tip, 
cap, pinnacle, apex, brow, ridge. 0 the height of 
their fame highest point, crowning moment, 
peak, acme, zemth, apogee, pinnacle, climax, 
high water mark Qthe height of bad manners- 
epitome, acme, zenith, quintessence, very limit; 
ultimate, utmost, ©he is terrified of heights’ high 
places, high ground, precipices, cliffs 


-opposites width, nadir 
heighten ► verb O the roof had to be heightened 
make higher, raise, lift (up), elevate Q her pleas- 
ure was heightened by guilt intensify, increase, 
enhance, add to, augment, boost, strengthen, 
deepen, magnify, amplify, reinforce 
-opposites lower, reduce 
heinous ►adjective odious, wicked, evil, atro- 
cious, monstrous, abominable, detestable, con- 
temptible, reprehensible, despicable, egregious, 
horrific, terrible, awful, abhorrent, loathsome, 
hideous, unspeakable, execrable, iniquitous, 
villainous, beyond the pale 
-opposites admirable 

heir, heiress ► noun successor, next in line, 
inheritor, beneficiary, legatee: descendant, 
scion. Law devisee, English Law coparcener, Scot- 
tish Law heritor 

helix ► noun spiral, coil, corkscrew, curl, twist, 
gyre, whorl, convolution 

hell ► noun O they feared h> 11 the netherworld, 
the Inferno, the infernal regions, the abyss, 
eternal damnation, perdition, hellfire, fire and 
brimstone, Hades, Acheion, Gehenna, Tophet, 
Sheol, poetic/ literary the pit © he made her life hell 
a misery, torture, agony, a torment, a night- 
mare. an ordeal, anguish, wretchedness, woe 
-related terms infernal 
-opposites heaven, paradise 

■ give someone hell (informal) Qwhen I found 
out I gave him hell reprimand severely, rebuke, 
admonish, chastise, chide, upbraid, reprove, 
scold, berate, remonstrate with, reprehend, 
take to task, lambaste, read someone the Riot 
Act, give someone a piece of one’s mind, haul 
over the coals, mfomial tell off, dress down, give 
someone an earful, give someone a roasting, 
rap over the knuckles, let someone have it, 
bawl out, come down hard on. lay into, blast, 
Bnt informal tick off. have a go at. carpet, give 
someone a rollicking, give someone a mouth- 
fill, tear someone off a strip, give someone 
what for, N Amer mfomnal chew out; formal casti- 
gate Qshe gave me hell when I was her Junior 
harass, hound, plague, harry, bother, trouble, 
bully, intimidate, pick on, victimize, terrorize, 
informal hassle, give someone a hard time 

■ hell for leather very fast, very quickly, rap- 
idly, speedily, swiftly, humedly, at full tilt, at 
full pelt, headlong, hotfoot, post-haste, helter- 
skelter, at the speed of light, at breakneck 
speed, informal like a bat out of hell, like the 
wind, like greased lightning, like a bomb, Bnt 
informal like the clappers, at a rate of knots; N 
Amer mfomial lickety-split 

■ raise hell (informal) Q they were hollering and 
raising hell cause a disturbance, cause a com- 
motion, be noisy, run riot, run wild, go on the 
rampage, be out of control; informal raise the 
roof Qhe raised hell with the planners remon- 
strate. expostulate, be angry, be furious, 
argue, informal kick up a fuss, kick up a stink 

hell-bent ► adjective intent, bent, determined, 
(dead) set, msistent, fixed, resolved; single- 
minded, fixated. 

-opposites half-hearted 

hellish ►adjective Qthe hellish face of Death: in 
fernal, Hadean; diabolical, fiendish, satamc, 
demonic; evil, wicked. © (informal) a hellish week' 
horrible, rotten, awful, terrible, dreadful, 
ghastly, horrid, vile, foul, appalling, atrocious, 
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horrendous, frightful, difficult, unpleasant, 
nasty, disagreeable, stressful, taxing, tough, 
hard, frustrating, fraught, traumatic, gruelling, 
informal murderous, lousy, Bnt informal beastly; N 
Amer informal hellacious 
-opposites angelic, wonderful 

► adverb (Bnt informal) it's hellish hard work extreme 
ly, very, exceedingly, exceptionally, tremen- 
dously, immensely, intensely, unusually, de- 
cidedly, particularly, really, truly, mightily, 
most, so, N English right, informal terrifically, aw- 
fully, fearfully, terribly, devilishly, majorly, ser- 
iously, ultra, oh-so, damn, damned, Bnt informal 
ever so, well, bloody, dead. N Amer informal real, 
mighty, awful, informal, dated devilish, archaic ex- 
ceeding 

-opposites moderately 

holm ► noun he took the helm tiller, wheel, 
steering gear, rudder 

■ at the helm in charge, in command, in con- 
trol. responsible, in authority, at the wheel, in 
the driving seat, in the saddle, informal holding 
the reins, running the show, calling the shots 

help ► verb Quin you help me please 7 assist, aid, 
lend a (helping) hand to, give assistance 10, 
come to the aid of, be of service to. be of use 
to, do someone a favour, do someone a service, 
do someone a good turn, bail someone out, 
come to the rescue, give someone a leg up, 
rally round, pitch m, informal get someone out 
of a tight spot, save someone’s bacon, save 
someone's skin Qthis credit card helps cancer re- 
search support, contribute to, give money to. 
donate to. promote, boost, back, further the 
interests of. N Amer informal bankroll 0 sore 
throats are helped by lozenges relieve, soothe, 
ease, alleviate, make better, improve, assuage, 
lessen, remedy, cure, heal 
-opposites hinder, impede, worsen 

► noun Qthis could he of help to you assistance, 
aid, a helping hand, support, succour, advice, 
guidance, benefit, use, advantage, service, com- 
fort, informal a shot in the arm ©he sought help 
for his eczema relief, alleviation, improvement, 
assuagement, healing, a remedy, a cure, a re- 
storative ©they treated the help badly domestic 
worker, domestic servant, cleaner, cleaning 
lady, home help, maid, housemaid, hired help, 
helper, Bnt informal daily (woman), skivvy, Mrs 
Mop, Bnt dated charwoman, charlady, char 

■ cannot help he could not help laughing be un 
able to stop, be unable to refrain from, be un- 
able to keep from 

■ help oneself to steal, take, appropriate, 
‘borrow’, ‘liberate’, pocket, purloin, comman- 
deer, informal swipe, nab, filch, snaffle, walk off 
with, run off with, Bnt informal nick, pinch, 
whip, knock off 

helper ► noun assistant, aide, helpmate, help- 
meet, deputy, auxiliary, second, nght-hand 
man/woman, attendant, acolyte, co-worker, 
workmate, teammate, associate, colleague, 
partner; informal sidekick 

helpful ► adjective Qthe staff are helpful obli- 
ging. eager to please, kind, accommodating, 
supportive, cooperative, sympathetic, neigh- 
bourly, charitable, ©we found your comments 
helpful: useful, of use, beneficial, valuable, 
profitable, fruitful, advantageous, worthwhile, 
constructive; informative, instructive. 0 a help - 
fill new tool handy, useful, convenient, prac- 


helm | herald 

tical, easy-to-use, functional, serviceable, informal 
neat, nifty 

-opposites unsympathetic, useless, inconveni- 
ent 

helping ►noun portion, serving, piece, slice, 
share, ration, allocation, informal dollop 

helpless ► adjective dependent, incapable, 
powerless, impotent, weak, defenceless, vulner- 
able, exposed, unprotected, open to attack, 
paralysed, disabled 
-opposites independent 

helpmate, helpmeet ►noun helper, as- 
sistant, attendant, supporter, friend, compan- 
ion, spouse, partner, mate, husband, wife 
helter-skelter ►adverb they ran helter-skelter 
down the hill headlong, pell-mell, hotfoot, 
post-haste, hastily, hurriedly, at full pelt, at full 
tilt, hell for leather, recklessly, precipitately, 
heedlessly, wildly, informal like a bat out of hell, 
like the wind, like greased lightning, like a 
bomb, Bnt informal like the clappers, at a rate of 
knots, N Amer mfomial lickety-split 

► adjective a helter-skelter collection of houses ‘ dis 
ordered, disorderly, chaotic, muddled, jum- 
bled, untidy, haphazard, disorganized, topsy- 
turvy, informal higgledy-piggledy, Bnt informal 
shambolic 

-opposites orderly 

hem ► noun the hem of her dress edge, edging, 
border, tnm, trimming 

► verb Nan taught me to hem skirts edge, trim 

■ hem someone/something in Qa bay 
hemmed in by pine trees surround, border, edge, 
encircle, circle, nng. enclose, skirt, fringe, en- 
compass ©we were hemmed in by the rules re 
strict, confine, trap, hedge in, fence in, con- 
strain, restrain, limit, curb, check 
he-man ► noun ( informal) muscleman, strong- 
man, macho man, iron man, Hercules, Samson. 
Tarzan, informal hunk, tough guy, beefcake, 
bruiser 

-opposites wimp 
hen ► noun See list at fowl 
hence ► adverb consequently, as a conse- 
quence. for this reason, therefore, ergo, thus, 
so, accordingly, as a result, because of that, 
that being so 

henceforth, henceforward ► adverb 

from now on, as of now, in (the) future, hence, 
subsequently, from this day on, from this day 
forth, formal hereafter 

henchman ► npun right-hand man, assistant, 
aide, helper, underling, minion, man Friday, 
lackey, flunkey, stooge, bodyguard, minder, in- 
formal sidekick, crony, heavy 
henpecked ► adjective browbeaten, down- 
trodden, bullied, dominated, subjugated, op- 
pressed, intimidated, meek, timid, cringing, in- 
formal under someone’s thumb, led by the nose 
-opposites domineering 
herald ► noun Q ( histoncal) a herald announced the 
armistice, messenger, courier, proclaimed an- 
nouncer, crier © the first herald of spring ■ har 
binger, sign, indicator, indication, signal, prel- 
ude, portent, omen, forerunner, precursor, 
poetic/ literary foretoken 

► verb ©shouts heralded their approach ■ proclaim, 
announce, broadcast, publicize, declare, trum- 
pet, blazon, advertise ©the speech heralded a 
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policy change signal, indicate, announce, spell, 
presage, augui. portend, promise, foretell, 
usher in, pave the way for, be a harbinger of, 
poetic/ literary foretoken, betoken 

heraldry ► noun See list 


Heraldic Terms 


achievement 

debruise 

pale 

addorsed 

device 

pall 

affronts 

dexter 

pallet 

annulet 

dimidiate 

paly 

argent 

diminutive 

party 

armed 

displayed 

passant 

armiger 

dormant 

patonce 

aversant 

ecartel6 

per 

azure 

embattled 

pheon 

bar 

embowed 

pile 

barrulet 

engrailed 

potent 

barry 

entire 

proper 

baton 

erased 

purpure 

bearing 

ermine 

quadrate 

bend 

ermlnois 

quartered 

bendlet 

escallop 

quartering 

bend sinister 

etoile 

raguly 

bezant 

fess 

rampant 

billet 

fess point 

rayone 

blazon 

field 

regardant 

bloody hand 

fimbriated 

reversed 

bonnet 

fitch£ 

rising 

bordure 

fleur-de-lys 

roundel 

brisure 

flory 

rustre 

caboshed 

fret 

sable 

cabre 

fusil 

salient 

cadency 

gorged 

saltire 

canting arms 

guardant 

sanguine 

canton 

gules 

sejant 

Catherine 

gyron 

sem£ 

wheel 

haurient 

shield 

chapeau 

honour point 

sinister 

chaplet 

impaled 

slipped 

charge 

inescutcheon 

statant 

chevron 

inverted 

subordinary 

chief 

issuant 

sun in splendour 

cinquefoil 

langued 

supporter 

coat armour 

lined 

tenne 

coat of arms 

lodged 

tierced 

cockatrice 

mantling 

tincture 

cognizance 

martlet 

torse 

compartment 

mascle 

tressure 

compony 

moiine 

trippant 

coney 

mullet 

unguled 

cordon 

mural crown 

vair 

cottise 

naiant 

vert 

couchant 

naissant 

voided 

couped 

nebuly 

volant 

courant 

nombril 

vuln 

coward 

nowd 

wavy 

crescent 

or 

wyvem 

crest 

ordinary 


dancettf 

ode 



herb ► noun. See list 

Herculean ► adjective Qa Herculean task, ar 
duous, gruelling, laborious, back-breaking, 
onerous, strenuous, difficult, formidable, hard, 
tough, huge, massive, uphill, demanding, ex- 
hausting, taxing, archaic toilsome ©his Hercu - 
lean build, strong, muscular, muscly, powerful, 
robust, solid, strapping, brawny, burly; informal 
hunky, beefy, hulking 


Herbs 

See also spice. 


angelica 

dittany 

pot-herb 

anise 

fennel 

rosemary 

basil 

hyssop 

me 

bay leaf 

lavender 

saffron 

bergamot 

lemon balm 

sage 

borage 

lemon grass 

savory 

camomile 

lemon mint 

sorrel 

chervil 

lovage 

spearmint 

chicory 

marjoram 

sweet cicely 

chives 

mint 

tarragon 

comfrey 

oregano 

thyme 

coriander 

parsley 

vervain 

dill 

peppermint 

yerba buena 


—opposites easy, puny 

herd ► noun Qtf herd of cows drove, flock, pack, 
fold, group, collection 0 a herd of actors 
crowd, group, bunch, horde, mob, host, pack, 
multitude, throng, swarm, company ©they 
consider themselves above the herd the common 
people, the masses, the rank and hie, the 
crowd, the commonality, the commonalty, the 
plebeians, the hoi polloi, the mob, the prole- 
tariat, the rabble, the nff-raff, the great un- 
washed, informal the proles, the plebs 

► verb ©we herded the sheep into the pen drive, 
shepherd, guide, round up, gathei, collect 
0wt* all herded into the room crowd, pack, 
flock, cluster, huddle © they herd reindeer tend, 
look after, keep, watch (over), mind, guard 

herdsman, herdswoman ►noun stock 
man, herder, drover, cattleman, cowherd, cow- 
hand, cowman, cowboy, rancher, shepherd, N 
Amer ianchero, N Amer informal cowpuncher, 
cowpoke, archaic herd 

here ► adverb O they lived here at/in this place, 
at/in this spot, at/m this location ©I am hev 
now present, in attendance, attending, at 
hand, available ©come here tomorrow to this 
place, to this spot, to this location, ovei here, 
nearer, closer, poetic/ literary hither ©here is your 
opportunity now, at this moment, at this point 
(in time), at this juncture, at this stage 
-opposites absent 

■ here and there Q clumps of heather here and 
there in various places, in different places, at 
random © they darted here and there hither and 
thither, around, about, to and fro, back and 
forth, in all directions 

hereafter ► adverb ( formal) nothing I say hereafter 
is intended to offend from now on, after this, as 
of now, from this moment forth, from this day 
forth, from this day forward, subsequently, in 
(the) future, hence, henceforth, henceforward, 
formal hereinafter. 

► noun our preparation for the hereafter life after 
death, the afterlife, the afterworld, the next 
world; eternity, heaven, paradise 

hereditary ►adjective Qa hereditary right, in 
herited; bequeathed, willed, handed-down, 
passed-down, passed-on, transferred, ancestral, 
family, familial, ©a hereditary disease, genetic, 
genetical, congenital, inborn, inherited, inbred, 
innate, in the family, in the blood, in the 
genes. 
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heredity ► noun congenital traits, genetic 
makeup, genes, ancestry, descent, extraction, 
parentage 

heresy ► noun dissension, dissent, noncon- 
formity, heterodoxy, unorthodoxy, apostasy, 
blasphemy, ffeethinking, agnosticism, atheism, 
non-belief, idolatry, paganism 

heretic ► noun dissenter, nonconformist, 
apostate, freethinker, iconoclast, agnostic, 
atheist, non-believer, unbeliever, idolater, idol- 
atress, pagan, heathen, archaic paymm 
-opposites conformist, believer 

heritage ► noun O they stole his heritage inher 
itance. birthright, patrimony, legacy, bequest. 
Law, dated hereditament 0 Europe's cultural heri- 
tage tradition, history, past, background, cul- 
ture, customs ©his Greek heritage ancestry, 
lineage, descent, extraction, parentage, roots, 
background, heredity 

hermaphrodite ► noun androgyne, intersex, 
epicene, Biology bisexual, gynandromorph 
► adjective hermaphrodite creatures androgynous, 
intersex. hermaphroditic, hermaphroditical, 
epicene. Biology bisexual, gynandious, gynan- 
dromorphic 

hermetic ►adjective airtight, tight, sealed, 
watertight, waterproof 

hermit ► noun recluse, solitary, loner, ascetic, 
historical anchonte, anchoress, archaic eremite 

hermitage ► noun retreat, refuge, hideaway, 
hideout, sheltei, informal hidey-hole 

hero ►noun ©a war hero brave man, man of 
courage, man of the hour, lionheart, wainor, 
champion, victor, conqueroi 0 u football hero 
star, superstar, megastar, idol, celebrity, lumi- 
nary. ideal, paragon, shining example, favoui- 
ite, darling, informal celeb Qthe hero of the film 
male protagonist, principal male charactei/ 
role, starring role, stai part, male lead, lead 
(actor), leading man 
-opposites coward, loser, villain 

heroic ►adjective Q heroic rescuers brave, cour- 
ageous, valiant, valoious, Uonhearted, intrepid, 
bold, fearless, daring, audacious, unafraid, un- 
daunted, dauntless, doughty, plucky, stout- 
hearted, mettlesome, gallant, chivalrous, noble, 
informal gutsy, spunky ©obelisks on a heroic scale 
prodigious, grand, enormous, huge, massive, 
titanic, colossal, monumental, epic, informal 
mega 

heroine ►noun Q she’s a herotne—she saved my 
baby brave woman, hero, woman of courage, 
woman of the hour, victor, winner, conqueror 
©the literary heroine of Moscow star, superstar, 
megastar, idol, celebrity, luminary, ideal, para- 
gon, shining example, favourite, darling, infor- 
mal celeb ©the film's heroine female protagon 
ist, principal female character/role, female 
lead, lead (actress), leading lady; pnma donna, 
diva 

heroism ►noun bravery, courage, valour, in- 
trepidity, boldness, danng, audacity, fearless- 
ness. dauntlessness, pluck, stout-heartedness, 
lionheartedness, backbone, spine, gnt, spirit, 
mettle, gallantry, chivalry; informal guts, spunk, 
Bnt informal bottle; N Amer informal moxie 

hero-worship ►noun idolization, adulation, 
admiration, liomzation, idealization, worship, 
adoration, veneration. 


hesitancy ► noun. See hesitation 
hesitant ►adjective Qshe is hesitant about buy- 
ing uncertain, undecided, unsure, doubtful, 
dubious, sceptical, tentative, nervous, reluc- 
tant, indecisive, irresolute, hesitating, dither- 
ing. vacillating, blowing hot and cold, ambiva- 
lent, in two minds, Bnt havering, humming 
and hawing, informal iffy © a hesitant child lack 
ing confidence, diffident, timid, shy, bashful, 
insecure 

-opposites certain, decisive, confident 
hesitate ► verb ©she hesitated, unsure of what to 
say pause, delay, wait, shilly-shally, dither, 
stall, temporize, be in two minds, be uncer- 
tain, be unsure, be doubtful, be indecisive, 
equivocate, vacillate, waver, blow hot and cold, 
have second thoughts, Brit havei, hum and 
haw, informal dilly-dally 0 don't hesitate to contact 
me be reluctant, be unwilling, be disinclined, 
scruple, have misgivings about, have qualms 
about, shrink from, demur from, think twice 
about, baulk at 

hesitation ► noun hesitancy, hesitance, un- 
certainty. unsureness, doubt, doubtfulness, du- 
biousness, irresolution, irresoluteness, indeci- 
sion, indecisiveness, equivocation, vacillation, 
second thoughts, dithering, stalling, temponza- 
tion, delay, reluctance, disinclination, unease, 
ambivalence, formal dubiety 
heterodox ► adjective unorthodox, noncon- 
formist, dissenting, dissident, rebellious, rene- 
gade, heretical, blasphemous, apostate, sceptic- 
al 

-oppositfs orthodox 

heterogeneous ►adjective diverse, varied, 
varying, miscellaneous, assorted, mixed, sun- 
dry. dispaiate. diffeient, differing, unrelated, 
motley, poetic/ literary divers 
-oppositls homogeneous 
heterosexual ► adjective informal straight, 
hetero, het 

-opposites homosexual, gay 

hew ► verb chop, hack, cut, lop, axe, cleave, 
fell, carve, shape, fashion, sculpt, model 

heyday ► noun prime, peak, height, pinnacle, 
acme, zenith, day. time, bloom, prime of life, 
salad days 

hiatus ► noun pause, bieak, gap. lacuna, inter- 
val, intei mission, intei lude, interruption, sus- 
pension, lull, respite, time out, N Amer recess. 
informal breather, let-up 

hibernate ►verb LIE dormant, lie torpid, 
sleep, overwinter 

hidden ►adjective Qa hidden camera con 
cealed, secret, invisible, unseen, out of sight, 
camouflaged, disguised, masked 0 a hidden 
meaning obscure, unclear, concealed, indis- 
tinct, indefinite, vague, unfathomable, inexplic- 
able, cryptic, mysterious, secret, covert, ab- 
struse, arcane, ulterior, deep, subliminal, 
coded 

-opposites visible, obvious 
hide 1 ► verb ©he hid the money conceal, se- 
crete, put out of sight, camouflage; lock up. 
stow away, cache, informal stash © they hid in an 
air vent conceal oneself, secrete oneself, hide 
out, take cover, keep out of sight, lie low, go to 
ground, go to earth, informal hole up, Bnt informal, 
dated lie doggo 0 clouds hid the moon obscure. 
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block out, blot out, obstruct, cloud, shroud, 
veil, blanket, envelop, eclipse Qhe could not 
hide his dislike conceal, keep secret, cover up, 
keep dark, keep quiet about, hush up, bottle 
up, suppress, disguise, mask, camouflage, inter- 
mat keep under one’s hat, keep a/the lid on 
-opposites flaunt, reveal 

hide 2 ► noun the hide should be tanned quickly 
skin, pelt, coat; leather 

hideaway ► noun retreat, refuge, hiding 
place, hideout, den, bolt-hole, shelter, sanctu- 
ary, sanctum, hermitage, informal hidey-hole 

hidebound ► adjective conservative, reaction' 
ary, conventional, orthodox, fundamentalist, 
diehard, hard-line, dyed-m-the-wool, set in 
one’s ways, narrow-minded, small-minded, in- 
tolerant, uncompromising, rigid, prejudiced, 
bigoted, Bnt blimpish 
-opposites liberal 

hideous * adjective Qa hideous smile, ugly, re- 
pulsive. repellent, unsightly, revolting, grue- 
some, grotesque, monstrous, ghastly, reptilian, 
informal as ugly as sin. 0 hideous coses of torture 
horrific, terrible, appalling, awful, dreadful, 
frightful, horrible, horrendous, horrifying, 
shocking, sickening, gruesome, ghastly, un- 
speakable. abhorrent, monstrous, heinous, 
abominable, foul, vile, odious, execrable 
-opposites beautiful, pleasant 

hideout ► noun hiding place, hideaway, re- 
treat, refuge, shelter, bolt-hole, safe house, 
sanctuary, sanctum, informal hidey-hole 

hiding 1 ► noun ( informal) they gave him a hiding 
beating, battering, thrashing, thumping, drub- 
bing, pelting, flogging, whipping, caning, 
birching, informal licking, belting, bashing, past- 
ing, walloping, clobbering, tanning 

hiding 2 

■ In hiding the Jugittve is in hiding hidden, con- 
cealed. lying low, gone to ground, gone to 
earth, in a safe house, Bnt informal, dated lying 
doggo 

hiding place ► noun hideaway, hideout, re- 
treat, refuge, shelter, sanctuary, sanctum, bolt- 
hole, safe house, mfonnal hidey-hole 

hie ► verb (archaic). See hurry verb sense 1 

hierarchy ► noun pecking order, ranking, 
grading, ladder, scale 

hieroglyphic ► noun Q hieroglyphics on a stone 
monument’ symbols, signs, ciphers, code, cryp- 
tograms 0 notebooks filled with hieroglyphics 
scribble, scrawl, illegible writing, shorthand 

► adjective Q hieroglyphic brass ornamentation sym- 
bolic, stylized, emblematic 0 hieroglyphic hand - 
writing: illegible, indecipherable, unreadable, 
scribbled, scrawled 

higgledy-piggledy (informal ► adjective a 

higgledy-piggledy pile of papers disordered, disor- 
derly, disorganized, untidy, messy, chaotic, 
jumbled, muddled, confused, unsystematic, ir- 
regular. out of order, in disarray, in a mess, in 
a muddle, haphazard; informal all over the place; 
Brit informal shambolic 
-opposites tidy 

► adverb the cars were parked higgledy-piggledy: in 
disorder, in a muddle, in a jumble, in dis- 
array, untidily, haphazardly, anyhow; informal all 
over the place, topsy-turvy, every which way. 


any old how. Bnt informal all over the shop, N 
Amer informal all over the map, all over the lot. 

high ► adjective Q a high mountain tall, lofty, 
towering, elevated, giant, big, multi-storey, 
high-nse 0 a high posttion in the government 
high-ranking, high-level, leading, top, top-level, 
prominent, pre-eminent, foremost, senior, in- 
fluential, powerful, important, elevated, pnme, 
premier, exalted, N Amer ranking, mfonnal top- 
notch. Qhtgh principles high-minded, noble, 
lofty, moral, ethical, honourable, admirable, 
upnght, honest, virtuous, righteous Qhtgh 
prices inflated, excessive, unreasonable, expen- 
sive, dear, costly, exorbitant, extortionate, pro- 
hibitive, Bnt over the odds, informal steep, stiff, 
pncey. Qhtgh standards excellent, outstand- 
ing. exemplary, exceptional, admirable, fine, 
good, first-class, first-rate, superior, superlative, 
superb, impeccable, irreproachable, unim- 
peachable, perfect, flawless, mfonnal Al. top- 
notch Qhtgh winds strong, powerful, violent, 
intense, extreme, forceful, stiff, blustery, gusty, 
squally, tempestuous, turbulent ©the high life 
luxurious, lavish, extravagant, grand, opulent, 
sybaritic, hedonistic, Bnt upmarket, N Amer up- 
scale, informal fancy, classy, swanky QI have a 
high opinion of you favourable, good, positive, 
approving, admiring, complimentary, commen- 
datory, flattering, glowmg, adulatoiy, raptur- 
ous ©a very high note high-pitched, high- 
frequency, soprano, treble, falsetto, shrill, 
sharp, piercing, penetrating © (informal) they 
are high on drugs intoxicated, inebnated, 
drugged, stupefied, befuddled, delirious, hallu- 
cinating. mfonnal high as a kite, stoned, trip- 
ping. hyped up, spaced out. wasted, wrecked, 
off one’s head CD the partridges were high 
gamy, smelly, strong-smelling, stinking, reek- 
ing, rank, malodorous, bad. off. rotting, Bnt in- 
ternal pongy, niffy, whiffy, N Amer mfonnal 
funky 

-opposites short, lowly, amoral, cheap, low, 
light, abstemious, unfavourable, deep, sober, 

. fresh 

► noun prices were at a rare high high level, high 
point, peak, high water mark, pinnacle, zenith, 
acme, height 

-opposites low 

► adverb a jet flew high overhead at great height, 
high up, far up, way up, at altitude, in the air, 
in the sky, on high, aloft, overhead 
-oppositi s low 

■ high and dry destitute, bereft, helpless, in 
the lurch, in difficulties, abandoned, stranded, 
marooned 

■ high and low everywhere, all over, all 
around, far and wide, {here, there, and every- 
where). extensively, thoroughly, widely, in 
every nook and cranny, informal all over the 
place, Bnt informal all over the shop; N Amer. infor- 
mal all over the map 

■ high and mighty (informal) self-important, 
condescending, patronizing, disdainful, super- 
cilious, superior, snobbish, snobby, haughty, 
conceited, above oneself; informal stuck-up, 
snooty, hoity-toity, la-di-da, uppity, Brit informal 
toffeenosed 

■ on a high ( mformaf) ecstatic, euphoric, deliri- 
ous, elated, thrilled, overjoyed, beside oneself, 
walking on air, on cloud nine, in seventh 
heaven, jumping for joy, in raptures, exultant, 
jubilant; excited, overexcited; informal blissed 
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out, over the moon, on top of the world. 
Austral /NZ informal wrapped 

high-bom ►adjective noble, aristocratic, well 
bom, titled, patrician, blue-blooded, upper- 
class, informal upper-crust, top-drawer, Bnt informal 
posh, archaic gentle 
-opposites lowly 

highbrow ► adjective hts work has a highbrow fob 
lowing intellectual, scholarly, bookish, aca- 
demic, educated, donnish, bluestocking, so- 
phisticated, erudite, learned, informal brainy, 
egghead 

-opposites lowbrow 

► noun highbrows who hate pop music intellectual, 
scholar, academic, bluestocking, bookish per- 
son, thinker, informal egghead, brain, book- 
worm, Bnt informal brainbox, boffin, N Amer in for* 
mal bramiac 

high-class ►adjective superior, upper-class, 
first-rate, excellent, select, elite, choice, prem- 
ier, top, top-flight, luxurious, de luxe, high- 
quality, top-quality, Bnt upmarket, informal top- 
notch. top-drawer, Al, classy, posh 

highfalutin ► adjective ( informal) See preten 
TIOUS 

high-flown ► adjective grand, extravagant, 
elaborate, floweiy, ornate, overblown, over- 
done, overwrought, grandiloquent, magnilo- 
quent. grandiose, inflated, affected, preten- 
tious, turgid, informal windy, purple, highfalutin, 
la-di-da 

-opposites plain 

high-handed ►adjective imperious, arbitrary, 
peremptory, arrogant, haughty, domineering, 
pushy, overbearing, heavy-handed, lordly, in- 
flexible, rigid, autocratic, authoritarian, dicta- 
torial, tyrannical, informal bossy, high and 
mighty 

-opposites liberal 

high jinks ► plural noun antics, pranks, larks, 
escapades, stunts, practical jokes, tncks, fun 
(and games), skylarking, mischief, horseplay, 
tomfoolery, clowning, informal shenanigans, ca- 
pers, monkey business, Bnt informal monkey 
tricks 

highland ►noun uplands, highlands, moun- 
tains, hills, heights, moors, upland, tableland, 
plateau, Bnt wolds 

highlight ► noun the highlight of his career high 
point, high spot, best part, climax, peak, pin- 
nacle, height, acme, zenith, summit, crowning 
moment, high water mark 
-opposites nadir 

► verb he has highlighted shortcomings in the plan 
spotlight, call attention to, focus on, under- 
line, feature, play up, show up, bnng out, ac- 
centuate, accent, give prominence to. zero in 
on, stress, emphasize. 

highly ► adverb Qa highly dangerous substance 
very, extremely, exceedingly, particularly, 
most, really, thoroughly, decidedly, distinctly, 
exceptionally, immensely, inordinately, singu- 
larly, extraordinarily, N English nght, informal ter- 
rifically. awfully, tembly, majorly, seriously, 
desperately, mega, ultra, oh-so, damn, damned, 
Bnt informal ever so, well, dead, jolly; N Amer try 
formal real, mighty, awful; dated frightfully © he 
was highly regarded favourably, well, apprecia- 
tively. admiringly, approvingly, positively, 
glowingly, enthusiastically. 


-opposites slightly, unfavourably 

highly strung ► adjective nervous, nervy, ex- 
citable, temperamental, sensitive, unstable, 
brittle, on edge, edgy, restless, anxious, tense, 
stressed, overwrought, neurotic, informal up- 
tight, jumpy, twitchy, wired, wound up, het 
up 

-opposites easy-going 

high-minded ► adjective high-principled, prin- 
cipled, honourable, moral, upright, upstanding, 
right-minded, noble, good, honest, decent, eth- 
ical, nghteous, virtuous, worthy, idealistic 
-opposites unprincipled 

high-pitched ► adjective high, high-frequency, 
shnll, sharp, piping, piercing, soprano, treble, 
falsetto 

-opposites deep 

high-powered ► adjective dynamic, ambi- 
tious, energetic, assertive, enterprising, vigor- 
ous, forceful, aggressive, pushy, high-octane, in- 
formal go-ahead, go-getting, N Amer informal go-go 

high-pressure ►adjective forceful, insist- 
ent, persistent, pushy, intensive, high-powered, 
aggressive, coercive, compelling, thrusting, not 
taking no for an answer 

high-priced ► adjective expensive, costly, 
dear, overpriced, exorbitant, extortionate, Bnt 
over the odds, informal pncey, steep, stiff 

high-sounding ► adjective grand, high-flown, 
extravagant, elaborate, flowery, ornate, over- 
blown, overdone, overwrought, grandiloquent, 
magniloquent, grandiose, inflated, affected, 
pretentious, turgid, informal windy, purple, high- 
falutin, la-di-da 
-opposites plain 

high-speed ► adjective fast, quick, rapid, 
speedy, swift, breakneck, lightning, brisk, ex- 
press, non-stop, whistle-stop, informal nippy, 
zippy, supersonic, poetic/ literary fleet 
-opposites slow 

high-spirited ►adjective lively, spirited, full 
of fun. fun-loving, animated, zestfiil, bouncy, 
bubbly, sparkling, vivacious, buoyant, cheerful, 
joyful, exuberant, ebullient, jaunty, irrepress- 
ible, informal chirpy, peppy, sparky, bnght and 
breezy, full of beans, poetic /literary frolicsome 

high spirits ►plural noun liveliness, vitality, 
spirit, zest, eneigy, bounce, sparkle, vivacity, 
buoyancy, cheerfulness, good humour, joy, joy- 
fulness, exuberance, ebullience, joie de vivre, 
informal pep, zing 

highwayman ► noun ( histoncaf ) bandit, robber, 
outlaw, ruffian, marauder, raider, histoncal foot- 
pad, poetic/ literary brigand 

hijack ► verb commandeer, seize, take over, 
skyjack; appropriate, expropriate, confiscate, try 
formal l snatch 

hike ► noun a five-mile hike walk, trek, tramp, 
trudge, slog, footslog, march, ramble; Bnt mfor- 
mal yomp 

► verb they hiked across the moors, walk, trek, 
tramp, trudge, slog, footslog, march; ramble; in- 
formal hoof it, leg it; Bnt. informal yomp. 

■ hike something up QRoy hiked up his trou- 
sers. hitch up, pull up, hoist, lift, raise, informal 
yank up ©they hiked up the price increase, 
raise, up, put up, mark up, push up, inflate, in- 
formal jack up, bump up. 
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hilarious * adjective ©a hilarious story very 
funny, hysterically funny, hystencal, uproan- 
ous, notous, farcical, rib-tickling, humorous, 
comic, amusing, entertaining, informal side- 
splitting, priceless, a scream, a hoot ©a hilari- 
ous evening amusing, entertaining, animated, 
high-spirited, lively, funny, merry, jolly, mirth- 
fill, cheerful, uproarious, boisterous, informal 
wacky 

-opposites sad, senous 

hilarity ► noun amusement, mirth, laughter, 
merriment, light-heartedness, levity, fun, hu- 
mour, jocularity, jollity, gaiety, delight, glee, 
exuberance, high spirits, comedy 
hill ► noun Qthe top of the hill high ground, 
prominence, hillock, foothill, hillside, rise, 
mound, mount, knoll, hummock, tor, tump, 
fell, pike, mesa, bank, ndge. slope, incline, gra- 
dient, (hills) heights, downs; Scottish & Insh 
drum, Scottish brae, Geology drumhn, formal emi- 
nence ©a hill of rubbish heap, pile, stack, 
mound, mountain, mass, Scottish, Insh, & N Eng- 
lish nckle 

hillock ► noun mound, small hill, prominence, 
elevation, rise, knoll, hummock, hump, tump, 
dune, bank, ndge. N English howe, N Amer 
knob, formal emmence 

hilt ► noun handle, haft, handgnp, grip, shaft, 
shank, stock, helve 

■ to the hilt completely, fully, wholly, totally, 
entirely, utterly, unreservedly, unconditionally, 
in every respect, in all respects, one hundred 
per cent, every inch, to the full, to the max- 
imum extent, all the way. body and soul, heart 
and soul 

hind ►adjective back, rear, hinder, hindmost, 
postenor 

-opposites fore, front 

hinder ►verb hamper, obstruct, impede, in- 
hibit. retard, baulk, thwart, foil, curb, delay, 
arrest, interfere with, set back, slow down, 
hold back, hold up. stop, halt, restnct, restrain, 
constrain, block, check, curtail, frustrate, 
cramp, handicap, cripple, hamstring, Bnt throw 
a spanner in the works, informal stymie 
-opposites facilitate 

hindmost ► adjective furthest back, last, rear, 
rearmost, end, endmost, final, tail 
-opposites leading 

hindrance ►noun impediment, obstacle, bar- 
rier, bar, obstruction, handicap, block, hurdle, 
restraint, restriction, limitation, encumbrance, 
complication, delay, drawback, setback, diffi- 
culty. inconvenience, snag, catch, hitch, fly in 
the ointment, stumbling block; Brit spanner in 
the works, informal hiccup, facer 
-opposites help 

hinge ► verb our future hinges on the election de 
pend, hang, rest, turn, centre, be contingent, 
be dependent, be conditional, be determined 
by, be decided by, revolve around 
hint ► noun Qa hint that he would leave • clue, 
inkling, suggestion, indication, indicator, sign, 
signal, pointer, intimation, insinuation, innu- 
endo. mention, whisper © handy hints about 
painting ■ tip, suggestion, pointer, clue, guide- 
line, recommendation, advice, help, informal 
how-to, wnnkle. 0 a hint of mint: trace, touch, 
suspicion, suggestion, dash, soup^on, tinge, 
modicum, whiff, taste, undertone, informal 


smidgen, tad 

► verb what are you hinting at? imply, insinuate, in- 
timate, suggest, indicate, signal, allude to, refer 
to, drive at, mean, informal get at 

hinterland ►noun THE backwoods, a back- 
water, the wilds, the bush, the back of beyond, 
Austral / NZ the outback, the backblocks, the 
booay, informal the sticks, the middle of no- 
where, N Amer informal the boondocks, the tall 
timbers 

hip ► adjective ( informal) See fashionable 
hippy ► noun flower child, bohemian, dropout, 
free spirit, nonconformist 
hips ► plural noun pelvis, hindquarters, 
haunches, thighs 
-related terms sciatic 

hire ► verb ©we hired a car rent, lease, charter 
©they hire labour in line with demand employ, 
engage, recruit, appoint, take on, sign up, 
enrol, commission, enlist 
-opposites dismiss 

► noun the hire of the machine rental, rent, hiring, 
lease, leasing, charter 

hire purchase ►noun instalment plan, de- 
ferred payment, HP, credit, finance, easy terms, 
Bnt informal the never-never 
hirsute ► adjective ( formal) hairy, shaggy, bushy, 
hair-covered, woolly, furry, fleecy, fuzzy, beard- 
ed, unshaven, bnstly 

hiss ►verb ©the escaping gas hissed fizz, fizzle, 
whistle, wheeze, rare sibilate Qthe audience 
hissed jeer, catcall, whistle, hoot, scoff, jibe 

► noun © the hiss of the steam fizz, fizzing, whis- 
tle, hissing, sibilance. wheeze, rare sibilation 
©the speaker received hisses jeer, catcall, whis- 
tle, abuse, scoffing, taunting, dension 

historian ► noun chronicler, annalist, archiv- 
ist, recorder, historiographer, antiquarian, 
chronologist See list 

historic ►adjective significant, notable, im- 
portant, momentous, consequential, memor- 
able, unforgettable, remarkable, famous, 
famed, celebrated, renowned, landmark, 
ground-breaking, epoch-making, red-letter, infor- 
mal earth-shattering 
-opposites insignificant 
historical ►adjective © historical evidence 
documented, recorded, chronicled, archival, au- 
thentic, factual, actual, true © historical figures 
past, bygone, ancient, old, former, poetic/ literary 
of yore 

-opposites contemporary 
history ► noun ©my interest in history the past, 
former times, historical events, the olden days, 
the old days, bygone days, yesterday, antiquity, 
poetic / literary days of yore, yesteryear ©a history 
of the Civil War chronicle, archive, record, re- 
port, narrative, account, study, tale, memoir. 
Qshe gave details of her history background, 
past, life story, experiences, antecedents 
histrionic ►adjective melodramatic, theatri- 
cal, dramatic, exaggerated, actressy, stagy, 
showy, affected, artificial, overacted, overdone, 
informal hammy, ham, camp, 
histrionics ►plural noun dramatics, theat- 
ricals, theatrics, tantrums, affectation, stagi- 
ness, artificiality. 

hit ►verb ©she hit her child: strike, slap, smack, 
cuff, punch, thump, swat; beat, thrash, batter. 
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Historians 

Acton, John (English) 

Adams, Henry (American) 
Anchieta, Jos6 de (Portuguese) 
Anna Comnena (Byzantine) 

Arrian (Roman) 

Ban Cu (Chinese) 

Beaglehole, John (New Zealand) 
Bede, St (English) 

Braudel, Fernand (French) 

Carlyle, Thomas (Scottish) 

Cato the Elder (Roman) 
Clarendon, Earl of (English) 

Dio Cassius (Roman) 

Diodorus Siculus (Greek) 

Dionysius of Halicarnassus (Greek) 
Du Cange, Charles (French) 
Einhard (Frankish) 

Froissart, Jean (French) 

Gibbon. Edward (English) 

Gregory of Tours. St (French) 
Guicciardini, Francesco (Italian) 
Guizot, Francois (French) 
Herodotus (Greek) 

Huizinga, Johan (Dutch) 

Ibn Khaldun (Arabic) 


living, David (English) 

James, C. L R. (Trinidadian) 
Josephus, Flavius (Jewish) 
Krochmal, Nachman (Jewish) 
Lamartine, Alphonse de (French) 
Uvy (Roman) 

Macaulay, Thomas (English) 
Madariaga y Rojo, Salvador de 
(Spanish) 

Michelet, Jules (French) 
Mommsen, Theodor (German) 
Namier, Lewis (English) 

Needham, Joseph (English) 
Nennius (Welsh) 

Nevins, Allan (American) 

Niebuhr, Barthold (German) 

Otto of Freising (German) 
Pachymeres, Georgius (Byzantine) 
Parkman, Francis (American) 
Polybius (Greek) 

Prescott, William (American) 
Procopius (Byzantine) 

Renan, Ernest (French) 

Sallust (Roman) 

Saxo Grammaticus (Danish) 


Schama, Simon (English) 

Si ma Qian (Chinese) 

Snorri Sturluson (Icelandic) 
Strabo (of Greek descent) 
Stubbs, William (English) 
Suetonius (Roman) 

Tabari, Muhammad Ibn Jarir al- 
( Arabic) 

Tacitus, Cornelius (Roman) 
Taylor, A. J.P. (English) 

Thiers, Louis Adolphe (French) 
Thucydides (Greek) 

Toynbee, Arnold (English) 
Trevelyan, George Macaulay 
(English) 

Trevor-Roper, Hugh, Lord Dacre 
(English) 

Velleius Paterculus (Roman) 
von Ranke, Leopold (German) 
Wedgwood, C. V. (English) 
William of Malmesbury (English) 
William of Tyre (French, b. In 
Palestine) 

Xenophon (Greek) 


belabour, pound, welt, pummel, box someone’s 
ears, whip, flog, cane, informal whack, wallop, 
bash, biff, bop. lam, clout, clip, clobber, sock, 
swipe, crown, beat the living daylights out of, 
give someone a (good) hiding, belt, tan, lay 
into, let someone have it, deck, Bnt informal stick 
one on. dot, slosh. N Amer informal slug, boff, 
Austral JNZ informal dong, poetic/ literary smite ©u 
car hit the barrier crash into, run into, smash 
into, smack into, knock into, bump into, can- 
non into, plough into, collide with, meet head- 
on. N Amer impact ©the tragedy hit her hard 
devastate, affect badly, hurt, harm, leave a 
mark on, upset, shatter, crush, shock, ovei- 
whelm, traumatize, informal knock sideways, 
knock the stuffing out of. Bnt informal knock for 
six O (informal) spending mil hit £ 1,800 million 
reach, touch, arrive at, nse to, climb to ©it 
hit me that I had forgotten occur to. strike, 
dawn on, come to, enrer one’s head, cross 
one’s mind, come to mind, spring to mind 
► noun Qhe received a hit from behind blow, 
thump, punch, knock, bang, box, cuff, slap, 
smack, tap, crack, stroke, welt, impact, colli- 
sion, bump, crash, informal whack, thwack, wal- 
lop, bash, belt, biff, clout, sock, swipe, clip, Bnt 
informal slosh, N Amer informal boff, slug, Austral / 
NZ dong ©a hit at his friend’s religion jibe, 
taunt, jeer, sneer, barb, informal dig, crack, wise- 
crack, put-down ©he directed many big hits 
success, box-office success, sell-out, winner, 
triumph, sensation, best-seller, informal smash 
(hit), knockout, crowd-puller, wow, biggie, Bnt 
informal smasher 

-opposites compliment, failure 

■ hit back retaliate, respond, reply, react, 
counter, defend oneself 

■ hit home have the intended effect, strike 
home, hit the mark, register, be understood, 
get through, sink in. 

■ hit It off {informal) get on (well), get along, be 
friends, be friendly, be compatible, feel a rap- 
port, see eye to eye, be on the same wave- 


length, take to each other, warm to each other, 
informal click, get on like a house on fire 

■ hit on/upon discover, come up with, think 
of. conceive of, dream up, work out, invent, 
create, devise, design, pioneer, uncover, stum- 
ble on, chance on. light on, come upon 

■ hit out at criticize, attack, censure, de- 
nounce, condemn, lambaste, pillory, rail 
against, inveigh against, arraign, cast asper- 
sions on, pour scorn on, disparage, denigrate, 
give a bad press to, run down, informal knock, 
pan. slam, hammer, lay into, pull to pieces, 
pick holes in, Bnt informal slag off. slate, rubbish, 
N Amer informal pummel, trash, formal excoriate 

hitch ► verb O she hitched the blanket around her 
pull, jerk, hike, lift, raise, informal yank ©Tom 
hitched the pony to his cart harness, yoke, 
couple, fasten, connect, attach, tether ©(/nfor- 
mal) they hitched to college hitch-hike, informal 
thumb a lift, hitch a lift 

► noun it went mthout a hitch problem, difficulty, 
snag, setback, hindrance, obstacle, obstruction, 
complication, impediment, stumbling block, 
barrier; hold-up, interruption, delay, informal 
headache, glitch, hiccup 

hither ► adverb* [poetic/ literary) here, to this place, 
to here, over here, near, nearer, close, closer 

hitherto ► adverb previously, formerly, earl- 
ier, before, beforehand, so far, thus far, to 
date, as yet, until now, until then, till now, till 
then, up to now, up to then, formal heretofore 
hit-or-miss, hit-and-miss ►adjective er 
ratic, haphazard, disorganized, undisciplined, 
unmethodical, uneven, careless, slapdash, 
sloppy, slipshod, casual, cursory, lackadaisical, 
perfunctory, random, aimless, undirected, in- 
discriminate, informal slap-happy 
-opposites meticulous. 

hoard ► noun a secret hoard of gold cache, stock- 
pile, stock, store, collection, supply, reserve, 
reservoir, fund, accumulation, treasure house, 
treasure trove, informal stash. 
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► verb they hoarded rations stockpile, store (up), 
stock up on, put aside, put by, lay by, lay up, 
set aside, stow away, buy up, cache, amass, col- 
lect, save, gather, gamer, accumulate, squirrel 
away, put aside for a rainy day, informal stash 
away, salt away 
-opposites squander 

hoarse * adjective rough, harsh, croaky. 
throaty, gruff, husky, guttural, growly, gravel- 
ly, grating, rasping 
-opposites mellow, clear 
hoary ► adjective Q hoary cobwebs greyish- 
white, grey, white, silver, silvery, ffosty, poetic/ 
literary nmy ©a hoary ancient grey-haired, 
white-haired, silver-haired, grizzled, elderly, 
aged, old. long in the tooth, informal getting on, 
over the hill, ©a hoary old adage, trite, hack- 
neyed, clich6d, banal, commonplace, predict- 
able, overused, stale, time-worn, tired, un- 
imaginative, unoriginal, uninspired, informal old 
hat, corny; N Amer informal comball 
-opposites young, original 
hoax ► noun the call was a hoax practical joke, 
joke, jest, prank, tnck, ruse, deception, fraud, 
bluff, humbug, confidence tnck, informal con, 
spoof, scam 

► verb the DJ hoaxed his listeners play a (practical) 
joke on, play a prank on, tnck, fool, deceive, 
hoodwink, delude, dupe, take in, lead on, 
bluff, gull, humbug, informal con, kid, have on, 
pull a fast one on, put one over on, take for a 
nde, lead up the garden path. N Amer informal 
sucker, snooker 

hoaxer ►noun (practical) joker, prankster, 
tnckster, fraudster, hoodwinker, swindler, infor- 
mal spoofer. con man 

hobble ► verb limp, walk with difficulty, move 
unsteadily, walk haltingly, shamble, totter, 
dodder, stagger, stumble. Scottish hirple 
hobby ►noun pastime, leisure activity, leisure 
pursuit, sideline, diversion, avocation, recrea- 
tion, entertainment, amusement, enthusiasm 
hobgoblin ►noun goblin, imp, spnte, elf, 
brownie, pixie, leprechaun, gnome, Scottish kel- 
pie 

hobnob ►verb (informal) associate, mix, frater- 
nize, socialize, keep company, spend time, go 
around, mingle, consort, rub shoulders, N Amer 
rub elbows, informal hang around/round/out, 
knock about/around, be thick with 
hocus-pocus ► noun jargon, mumbo-jumbo, 
aigle-baigle, gibberish, balderdash, claptrap, 
nonsense, rubbish, twaddle, garbage, informal 
gobbledegook, double Dutch, hokum, N Amer 
informal flapdoodle, informal, dated bunkum 

hodgepodge ►noun (N Amer) See hotch 

POTCH. 

hog ► noun pig, sow, swine, porker, piglet, boar, 
informal piggy 

► verb ( informal) he hogged the limelight monopolize, 
dominate, take over, comer, control 
-opposites share. 

hogwash ►noun (informal) See nonsense sense 
1 

hol polio! ►noun the masses, the common 
people, the populace, the public, the multi- 
tude, the rank and file, the lower orders, the 
commonality, the commonalty, the third es- 
tate. the plebeians, the proletariat; the mob, 


the herd, the rabble, the riff-raff, the great un- 
washed, informal the plebs, the proles 

hoist ► verb we hoisted the mainsail raise, lift 
(up), haul up, heave up. jack up, hike up. 
winch up. pull up, upraise, uplift, elevate, 
erect 

-opposites lower 

► noun a mechanical hoist lifting gear, crane, 
winch, block and tackle, pulley, windlass der- 
rick 

hoity-toity ► adjective (informal) snobbish, 
snobby, haughty, disdainful, conceited, proud, 
arrogant, supercilious, superior, imperious, 
above oneself, self-important, informal high and 
mighty, snooty, uppity, uppish, la-di-da, Bnt in- 
formal toffeenosed 

hold ► verb ©she held a suitcase, clasp, clutch, 
grasp, gnp, clench, cling to, hold on to; carry, 
bear ©1 wanted to hold her embrace, hug, 
clasp, cradle, enfold, squeeze, fold in one’s 
arms, ©do you hold a driving licence ? possess, 
have, own, bear, carry, have to one's name 
©the branch held my weight support, bear, 
carry, take, keep up, sustain, prop up, shore 
up 0 the police were holding him. detain, hold m 
custody, imprison, lock up. put behind bars, 
put in prison, put in jail, incarcerate, keep 
under lock and key, confine, intern, informal put 
away, put inside Qtry to hold the audience’s at- 
tention maintain, keep, occupy, engross, absorb, 
interest, captivate, fascinate, enthral, rivet, en- 
gage, catch, capture, arrest ©he held a senior 
post, occupy, have, fill, informal hold down © the 
tank held 250 gallons take, contain, accommo- 
date, fit, have a capacity of. have room for 
©the court held that there was no evidence main 
tain, consider, take the view, believe, think, 
feel, deem, be of the opinion, judge, rule, de- 
cide, informal reckon, formal opine ©let’s hope 
the weather holds persist, continue, cany on, go 
on. hold out, keep up. last, endure, stay, re- 
main <D the offer still holds be available, be 
.valid, hold good, stand, apply, remain, exist, be 
the case, be in force, be in effect © they held a 
meeting convene, call, summon, conduct, have, 
organize, run, formal convoke 
-opposites release, lose, end 

► noun ©she kept a hold on my hand’ grip, grasp, 
clasp, clutch © Tom had a hold over hi s father in 
fluence, power, control, dominance, authority, 
leverage, sway, mastery ©the military tightened 
their hold on the capital control, gnp, power, 
stranglehold, dominion, authonty 

■ get hold of (informal) ©/ just can’t get hold of 
saffron obtain, acquire, get, find, come by, pick 
up, procure; buy, purchase, informal get one’s 
hands on ©HI try to get hold of Mark contact, 
get in touch with, communicate with, make 
contact with, reach, notify; phone, call, speak 
to, talk to; Bnt ring (up), get on to 

■ hold back hesitate, pause, stop oneself, de- 
sist, forbear 

■ hold someone back hinder, hamper, im- 
pede, obstruct, check, curb, block, thwart, 
baulk, hamstring, restrain, frustrate, stand in 
someone’s way 

■ hold something back QJane held back the 
tears : suppress, fight back, choke back, stifle, 
smother, subdue, rein in, repress, curb, con- 
trol, keep a tight rem on; informal keep a/the lid 
on. ©don’t hold anything back from me: withhold, 
hide, conceal, keep secret, keep hidden, keep 
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quiet about, hush up. informal sit on, keep under 
one’s hat 

■ hold someone/something dear cherish, 
treasure, pnze, appreciate, value highly, care 
for/about, set great store by, informal put on a 
pedestal 

■ hold someone down oppress, repress, sup- 
press, subdue, subjugate, keep down, keep 
under, tyrannize, dominate 

■ hold something down Q they will hold down 
inflation keep down, keep low, freeze, fix Q (in- 
formal) she held down two jobs occupy, hold, have, 
do. fill 

■ hold forth speak at length, talk at length, 
go on, sound off. declaim, spout, pontificate, 
orate, preach, sermonize, informal speechify, 
preachify, drone on 

■ hold off the rain held off stay away, keep off, 
not come 

■ hold something off resist, repel, repulse, 
rebuff, parry, deflect, fend off, stave off, ward 
off, keep at bay 

■ hold on Qhold on a minute wait {a minute), 
just a moment, just a second, stay here, stay 
put, hold the line, informal hang on, sit tight, 
hold your horses, Brit informal hang about ©1/ 
only they could hold on a while keep going, perse- 
vere, survive, last, continue, struggle on. carry 
on. go on, hold out, see it through, stay the 
course, informal soldier on. stick at it, hang in 
there 

■ hold on to Qhe held on to the chair clutch, 
hold, hang on to, clasp, grasp, gnp, cling to 
©they can’t hold on to their staff retain, keep, 
hang on to 

■ hold one’s own. See own 

■ hold out O we held out against the attacks re 
sist, withstand, hold off, fight off, fend off, 
keep off. keep at bay, stand up to, stand firm 
against ©our supplies will hold out last, re- 
main. be extant, continue 

■ hold something out extend, proffer, offer, 
present, outstretch, reach out, stretch out, put 
out 

■ hold something over postpone, put off, put 
back, delay, defer, suspend, shelve, hold in 
abeyance. N Amer put over, table, take a rain 
check on, informal put on ice, put on the back 
burner, put in cold storage, mothball 

■ hold up the argument doesn't hold up be con- 
vincing, be logical, hold water, bear examin- 
ation, be sound 

■ hold something up Q they held up the trophy 
display, hold aloft, exhibit, show (off), flourish, 
brandish, informal flash © concrete pillars hold up 
the bridge support, hold, bear, carry, take, 
keep up, prop up, shore up, buttress ©our 
flight was held up for hours delay, detain, make 
late, set back, keep back, retard, slow up Qa 
lack of cash has held up progress * obstruct, im- 
pede, hinder, hamper, inhibit, baulk, thwart, 
curb, hamstring, frustrate, foil, interfere with, 
stop. Bnt throw a spanner in the works of; infor- 
mal stymie ©a raider held up the bank rob, infor- 
mal stick up, mug 

■ hold water. See water 

■ hold with approve of, agree with, be in fa- 
vour of, endorse, accept, countenance, support, 
subscribe to, give one’s blessing to, take kindly 
to; informal stand for; Bnt informal be doing with 

holder ► noun Qa knif* holder, container, re- 
ceptacle, case, casing, cover, covering, housing, 


sheath; stand, rest, rack ©a British passport 
holder bearer, owner, possessor, keeper, custo- 
dian 

holdings ^ plural noun assets, funds, capital, 
resources, savings, investments, securities, 
equities, bonds, stocks and shares, reserves, 
property, possessions 

hold-Up ►noun Q/ ran into a senes of hold-ups 
delay, setback, hitch, snag, difficulty, problem, 
trouble, traffic jam, tailback, gridlock, informal 
snarl-up, glitch, hiccup ©a bank hold-up 
(armed) robbery, (armed) raid, theft, burglary, 
mugging, informal stick-up, N Amer informal heist 

hole ► noun Qa hole in the roof opening, aper- 
ture, gap, space, onfice, vent, chink, breach; 
crack, leak, nft, rupture, puncture, perforation, 
cut. split, gash, slit, crevice, fissure ©a hole in 
the ground pit, ditch, trench, cavity, crater, de- 
pression, hollow, well, borehole, excavation, 
dugout, cave, cavern, pothole ©the badger's 
hole burrow, lair, den. earth, sett, retreat, shel- 
ter O there are holes in their argument flaw, 
fault, defect, weakness, shortcoming, inconsist- 
ency, discrepancy, loophole, error, mistake. 
0 ( informal) l was living m a real hole hovel, slum, 
shack, mess, informal dump, dive, pigsty, tip 
0 ( informal) they steal when they are in a hole * pre 
dicament, difficult situation, awkward situ- 
ation, (tight) comer, quandary, dilemma, crisis, 
emergency, difficulty, trouble, plight, dire 
straits, informal fix, jam, bind, (tight) spot, 
pickle, sticky situation, hot water. Bnt informal 
spot of bother 

► verb a fuel tank was holed by the atta<k puncture, 
perforate, pierce, penetrate, rupture, split, 
rent, lacerate, gash 

■ hole up Q the bears hole up in winter hiber- 
nate, lie dormant © ( informal) the snipers holed up 
in a farmhouse hide (out), conceal oneself, se- 
crete oneself, shelter, take cover, lie low, go to 
ground, go to earth, Bnt informal, dated lie doggo 

■ pick holes in (informal) See criticize 

hole-and-corner ►adjective secret, secret- 
ive, clandestine, covert, furtive, surreptitious, 
underhand, devious, stealthy, sneaky, back- 
stairs, hugger-mugger, cloak-and-dagger, under- 
the-counter. informal hush-hush 

holiday ►noun Qa ten-day holiday vacation, 
break, rest, recess, time off, time out, leave, 
furlough, sabbatical, tnp, tour, journey, voy- 
age, informal hols, vac, formal sojourn, ©the 
twenty-fourth of May is a holiday public holiday, 
bank holiday, festival, feast day, fete, fiesta, 
celebration, anniversary, jubilee, saint’s day, 
holy day See list at festival 

holier-than-thou ►adjective sanctimonious, 
self-righteous, smug, self-satisfied, priggish, 
pious, pietistic, Pharisaic; informal goody-goody, 
preachy 

-opposites humble 

holler (informal) ►verb he hollers when he wants 
feeding shout, yell, cry (out), vociferate, call 
(out), roar, bellow, bawl, bark, howl, boom, 
thunder. 

-opposites whisper 

► noun a euphoric holler shout, ciy, yell, roar, bel- 
low, bawl, howl; whoop 

-opposites whisper 

hollow ►adjective ©each fibre has a hollow core 
empty, void, unfilled, vacant, ©hollow cheeks: 
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sunken, deep-set, concave, depressed, indented 
©a hollow voice dull, low, flat, toneless, ex- 
pressionless, muffled, muted Qa hollow victory 
meaningless, empty, valueless, worthless, use- 
less, pyrrhic, futile, fruitless, profitless, point- 
less 0 a hollow promise insincere, hypocritical, 
feigned, false, sham, deceitful, cynical, spuri- 
ous, untrue, two-faced, informal phoney, pretend 
-opposites solid, worthwhile, sincere 

► noun Qa hollow under the tree hole, pit, cavity, 
crater, trough, cave, cavern, depression, inden- 
tation. dip, niche, nook, cranny, recess Qthe 
village lay in a hollow valley, vale, dale, Bnt 
dene, combe, N English dough, Scottish glen, 
strath; poetic /literary dell 

► verb a tunnel hollowed out of a mountain gouge, 
scoop, dig, cut, excavate, channel 

■ beat someone hollow trounce, defeat ut- 
terly, crush, rout, overwhelm, outclass, informal 
hammer, clobber, thrash, drub, lick, paste, cru- 
cify, slaughter, massacre, flatten, demolish, 
destroy, annihilate, walk over, wipe the floor 
with, make mincemeat of, Bnt informal stuff, N 
Amer informal shellac, cream, skunk 

holocaust ► noun cataclysm, disaster, catas- 
trophe, destruction, devastation, annihilation, 
massacre, slaughter, mass murder, carnage, 
butchery, genocide, ethnic cleansing 

holy ► adjective Qholy men saintly, godly, saint- 
like, pious, pietistic, religious, devout, God- 
fearing, spiritual, righteous, good, virtuous, sin- 
less, pure, canonized, beatified, ordained ©a 
Jewish holy place sacred, consecrated, hallowed, 
sanctified, venerated, revered, divine, religious, 
blessed, dedicated 

-opposites sinful, irreligious, cursed 

homage ►noun respect, honoui, reverence, 
worship, admiration, esteem, adulation, ac- 
claim, tribute, acknowledgement, recognition, 
accolade, panegyric, paean, salute 

■ pay homage to honour, acclaim, applaud, 
salute, praise, commend, pay tribute to. take 
one’s hat off to, formal laud 

home ►noun Qthey fled their homes residence, 
place of residence, house, flat, apartment, bun- 
galow, cottage, accommodation, property, 
quarters, lodgings, rooms, a roof over one’s 
head, address, place, informal pad, digs, semi, for- 
mal domicile, abode, dwelling (place), habita- 
tion See lists here and at animal © I am far from 
my home homeland, native land, home town, 
birthplace, roots, fatherland, motherland, 
mother country, country of origin, the old 
country ©a home for the elderly institution, 
nursing home, retirement home, rest home, 
children’s home, hospice, shelter, refuge, re- 
treat, asylum, hostel. Qthe home of Jine wines 
domain, realm, ongm, source, cradle, fount, 
fountainhead 

► adjective Qthe UK home market domestic, in- 
ternal, local, national, intenor. Qhome produce 
home-made, home-grown, local, family 
-opposites foreign, international 

■ at home Of was at home all day in, in one’s 
house, present, available, indoors, inside, here 
Qshe felt very much at home, at ease, comfort- 
able, relaxed, content; in one’s element Qhe is 
at home with mathematics confident with, con- 
versant with, proficient in; used to, familiar 
with, au fait with, au courant with, skilled in, 
expenenced in, well versed in; informal well up 


on Qshe was not at home to friends entertain 
ing, receiving, playing host to 

■ bring something home to someone make 
someone realize, make someone understand, 
make someone aware, make something clear 
to someone, drive home, press home, impress 
upon someone, draw attention to, focus atten- 
tion on. underline, highlight, spotlight, empha- 
size, stress 

■ hit home. See hit 

■ home In on focus on, concentrate on, zero 
in on, centre on, fix on, highlight, spotlight, 
underline, pinpoint, informal zoom in on 

■ nothing to write home about ( informal) unex 
ceptional, mediocre, ordinary, commonplace, 
indifferent, average, middle-of-the-road, run-of- 
the-mill, tolerable, passable, adequate, fair, in- 
formal OK, so-so. bog-standard, (plain) vanilla, no 
great shakes, not so hot, not up to much, Bnt 
informal common or garden, N Amer informal or- 
nery 


Homes 


adobe 

frame house 

priory 

A-frame 

gite 

ranch (house) 

apartment 

grange 

rancher 

back-to-back 

hacienda 

rath 

barracks 

hermitage 

rectory 

bastide 

hogan 

rest home 

bedsit 

homestead 

rondavel 

bedsitter 

hostel 

semi-detached 

bed-sitting 

hotel 

house 

room 

house 

shack 

bi-level 

houseboat 

shanty 

black house 

hovel 

side split 

blockhouse 

hut 

single end 

bungalow 

igloo 

skerm 

cabin 

Jhuggi 

split 

caravan 

lake dwelling 

stately home 

castle 

lodge 

stilted house 

chalet 

log cabin 

studio flat 

chateau 

longhouse 

tenement 

condo 

maisonette 

tent 

condominium 

manoir 

tepee 

cottage 

manor 

terrace 

country house 

manse 

terraced house 

crannog 

mansion 

terramare 

dacha 

messuage 

town house 

deanery 

mobile 

trailer 

detached 

home 

two-up two- 

house 

motel 

down 

donga 

mud hut 

tree house 

duplex 

palace 

tupik 

farmhouse 

parsonage 

vicarage 

flbro 

penthouse 

villa 

flat 

pfed-d-terre 

whare 

flatlet 

pile dwelling 

wigwam 

floatel 

prefab 

yurt 


homeland ► noun native land, country of on- 
gin, home, fatherland, motherland, mother 
country, land of one’s fathers, the old country 

homeless ►adjective homeless people, of no 
fixed abode, without a roof over one's head, on 
the streets, vagrant, sleeping rough; destitute, 
down and out. 

► noun chanties for the homeless, people of no fixed 
abode, vagrants, down-and-outs, tramps, vaga- 
bonds, itinerants, transients, migrants, dere- 
licts, drifters; N Amer. hoboes. Austral bagmen. 
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informal bag ladies, Bnt informal dossers, N Amer in- 
formal bums 

homely * adjective Qa homely atmosphere cosy, 
homelike, homey, comfortable, snug, welcom- 
ing, friendly, congemal, intimate, warm, hos- 
pitable, informal, relaxed, pleasant, cheerful, in- 
formal comfy 0 homely pursuits unsophisticated, 
everyday, ordinary, domestic, simple, modest, 
unpretentious, unassuming, homespun, folksy 
0 (N Amer) she’s rather homely unattractive, 
plain, unprepossessing, unlovely, ill-favoured, 
ugly, informal not much to look at. Bnt informal no 
oil painting 

-opposites uncomfortable, formal, sophisti- 
cated, attractive 

homespun ► adjective unsophisticated, plain, 
simple, unpolished, unrefined, rustic, folksy, 
coaise, rough, crude, rudimentary 
-opposites sophisticated 
homey ► adjective Qthe house is homey yet ele- 
gant cosy, homelike, homely, comfortable, 
snug, welcoming, informal, relaxed, intimate, 
warm, pleasant, cheerful, informal comfy 0 peas- 
ant life was simple and homey unsophisticated, 
homely, unrefined, unpretentious, plain, sim 
pie, modest 

-opposites uncomfortable, formal, sophisti- 
cated 

homicidal ► adjective murderous, violent, bru- 
tal. savage, ferocious, vicious, bloody, blood- 
thirsty, barbarous, barbaric, deadly, lethal, 
mortal, death-dealing, poetic /literary fell, archaic 
sanguinary 

homicide ►noun Qhe was charged with homi- 
cide murder, killing, slaughter, butchery, mas- 
sacre, assassination, execution, extermination, 
patricide, matricide, infanticide, poetic/ literary 
slaying ©(dated) a convicted homicide killer, as- 
sassin, serial killer, butcher, slaughterer, patri- 
cide, matricide, infanticide, informal hit man, 
hired gun, dated cut-throat, poetic /literary slayer 
homily ► noun sermon, lecture, discourse, ad- 
dress. lesson, talk, speech, oration 
homogeneous ►adjective Qa homogeneous 
group uniform, identical, unvaried, consistent, 
undistinguishable, alike, similar, (much) the 
same, all of a piece, informal much of a much- 
ness 0we have to compete with homogeneous 
products similar, comparable, equivalent, like, 
analogous, corresponding, parallel, matching, 
related, formal cognate 
-opposites different 

homogenize ► verb MAKE uniform, make 
similar, unite, integrate, fuse, merge, blend, 
meld, coalesce, amalgamate, combine 
-opposites diversify 

homogenous ► adjective. See homogeneous 
homologous ►adjective similar, comparable, 
equivalent, like, analogous, corresponding, cor- 
respondent, parallel, matching, related, con- 
gruent; formal cognate 
-opposites different 

homosexual ►adjective GAY, lesbian; informal 
queer, camp, pink, swinging the other way, 
homo, dykey; Bnt informal bent, poofy. 

-opposites heterosexual 
► noun gay, lesbian, informal queer, homo, queen, 
friend of Dorothy, pansy, nancy, dyke, les, 
lezzy, butch, femme; Bnt informal poof, ponce, 
woofter. 


-opposites heterosexual 

hone ► verb sharpen, whet, strop, grind, file 
-opposites blunt 

honest ►adjective Qan honest man upright, 
honourable, moral, ethical, principled, right- 
eous, right-minded, respectable, virtuous, good, 
decent, law-abiding, high-minded, upstanding, 
incorruptible, truthful, trustworthy, trusty, reli- 
able, conscientious, scrupulous, reputable, infor- 
mal on the level 01 haven’t been honest with you 
truthful, sincere, candid, hank, open, forth- 
right, straight, straightforward, plain-speaking, 
matter-of-fact, informal upfront ©an honest mis- 
take genuine, real, authentic, actual, true, bona 
fide, legitimate, fair and square, informal legit, 
kosher, on the level, honest-to-goodness 
-opposites unscrupulous, insincere 

honestly ►adverb Qhe earned the money honest- 
ly fairly, lawfully, legally, legitimately, hon- 
ourably, decently, ethically, in good faith, by 
the book, informal on the level 0we honestly be- 
lieve this is for the best sincerely, genuinely, 
truthfully, truly, wholeheartedly, really, actual- 
ly. to be honest, to tell you the truth, to be 
frank, m all honesty, in all sincerity, informal 
Scout’s honour 

honesty ►noun Q/ can attest to his honesty in 
tegrity, upnghtness, honourableness, honour, 
morality, morals, ethics, (high) principles, 
righteousness, right-mindedness, virtue, good- 
ness, probity, high-mindedness, fairness, incor- 
ruptibility, truthfulness, trustworthiness, reli- 
ability, dependability 0they spoke with honesty 
about their fears sincerity, candour, frankness, 
directness, truthfulness, truth, openness, 
straightforwai dness 

honeyed ► adjective SWEET, sugary, saccharine, 
pleasant, flattering, adulatory, unctuous, dul- 
cet, soothing, soft, mellow, mellifluous 
-opposites harsh 

honorarium ►noun FEE, payment, consider- 
ation, allowance, remuneration, pay, expenses, 
compensation, recompense, reward, formal 
emolument 

honorary ►adjective Qan honorary doctorate 
titular, nominal, in name only, unofficial, 
token 0 ( Bnt ) an honorary treasurer unpaid, un- 
salaried, voluntary, volunteer, N Amer pro bono 
(publico) 

honour ►noun Qa man of honour integrity, 
honesty, upnghtness, ethics, morals, morality, 
(high) pnnciples, nghteousness, high-minded- 
ness, virtue, goodness, decency, probity, scru- 
pulousness, worth, fairness, justness, trust- 
worthiness, reliability, dependability 0 a mark 
of honour distinction, pnvilege, glory, kudos, 
cachet, prestige, ment, credit, importance, ll- 
lustnousness, notability, respect, esteem, ap- 
probation ©our honour is at stake reputation, 
(good) name, character, repute, image, kudos, 
standing, stature, status. Qhe was welcomed with 
honour acclaim, acclamation, applause, accol- 
ades, tnbutes, compliments, salutes, bouquets, 
homage, praise, gloiy, reverence, adulation, 
exaltation Qshe had the honour of meeting the 
Queen’ privilege, pleasure, pnde, joy: compli- 
ment, favour © military honours accolade. 
award, reward, pnze, decoration, distinction, 
medal, ribbon, star, laurel; Military, informal fruit 
salad, Bnt informal gong Q (dated) she died defend - 



honourable | hopeful 


416 


ing her honour chastity, virginity, maidenhead, 
purity, innocence, modesty, informal cherry, ar- 
chaic virtue, maidenhood 
-opposites unscrupulousness, shame 
► verb Qwe should honour our parents esteem, re- 
spect, admire, defer to, look up to, appreciate, 
value, cherish; reverence, revere, venerate, 
worship, informal put on a pedestal Qthey were 
honoured at a special ceremony applaud, acclaim, 
praise, salute, recognize, celebrate, commemor- 
ate, commend, hail, lionize, exalt, eulogize, 
pay homage to, pay tribute to, sing the praises 
of, formal laud Qhe honoured the contract fulfil, 
observe, keep, obey, heed, follow, carry out. 
discharge, implement, execute, effect, keep to, 
abide by, adhere to, comply with, conform to, 
be true to, live up to Qthe cheque was not hon- 
oured accept, take, clear, pass, cash, Bnt en- 
cash 

-opposites disgrace, criticize, disobey 
honourable ►adjective Qan honourable man 
honest, moral, ethical, principled, righteous, 
nght-minded, decent, respectable, virtuous, 
good, upstanding, upnght, worthy, noble, fair, 
just, truthful, trustworthy, trusty, law-abiding, 
reliable, reputable, dependable Qan honourable 
career illustrious, distinguished, eminent, 
great, glorious, prestigious, noble, creditable 
-opposites crooked, deplorable 
hoodlum ►noun hooligan, thug, lout, delin- 
quent, tearaway, vandal, ruffian, gangster, 
mobster, criminal, Mafioso, Austral lamkin, infor- 
mal tough, bruiser, roughneck, heavy, hit man, 
Bnt informal yob, yobbo, bovver boy, lager lout. 
N Amer informal hood 

hoodoo ►noun witchcraft, magic, black 
magic, sorcery, wizardry, devilry, voodoo, nec- 
romancy, N Amer mojo 

hoodwink ► verb deceive, trick, dupe, outwit, 
fool, delude, cheat, take in. hoax, mislead, lead 
on, defraud, double-cross, swindle, gull, informal 
con, bamboozle, do, have, sting, gyp, diddle, 
shaft, np off, lead up the garden path, pull a 
fast one on, put one over on, take for a nde, 
pull the wool over someone’s eyes, N Amer infor- 
mal sucker, snooker, Austral informal pull a swifty 
on; poetic/ literary cozen 

hoof ► noun trotter, foot, Zoology ungula 

hook ►noun ©she hung her jacket on the hook 
peg ©the dress has six hooks fastener, fasten- 
ing, catch, clasp, hasp, clip, pin ©J had a fish 
on the end of my hook fish-hook, barb, snare 
Qa right hook to the chin’ punch, blow, hit, cuff, 
thump, smack, Scottish & N English skelp, informal 
belt, bop, biff, sock, clout, whack, wallop, slug, 
N Amer informal boff. 

► verb ©they hooked baskets onto the ladder, attach, 
hitch, fasten, fix, secure, clasp ©he hooked his 
thumbs in hts belt’ curl, bend, crook, loop, 
curve, ©he hooked a 24 lb pike catch, land, net, 
take, bag. snare, trap 

■ by hook or by crook by any means, some- 
how (or other), no matter how. in one way or 
another, by fair means or foul. 

■ hook, line, and sinker completely, totally, 
utterly, entirely, wholly, absolutely, through 
and through, one hundred per cent, {lock, 
stock, and barrel} 

■ off the hook ( informal) out of trouble, in the 
clear, free; acquitted, cleared, reprieved, exon- 
erated, absolved; informal let off. 


hooked ► adjective ©a hooked nose curved, 
hook-shaped, hook-like, aquiline, angular, 
bent, Biology falcate, falciform, uncinate © {infor- 
mal) they are hooked on cocaine addicted to, de- 
pendent on. informal using, N Amer informal have a 
jones for © {informal) he is hooked on crosswords 
keen on. enthusiastic about, addicted to. ob- 
sessed with, fixated on, fanatical about, informal 
mad about, crazy about, wild about, nuts 
about, Bnt informal potty about 
-opposites straight 

hooligan ► noun hoodlum, thug. lout, delin- 
quent, tearaway, vandal, ruffian, troublemaker. 
Austral lamkin, informal tough, rough, bruiser, 
roughneck. Bnt informal yob. yobbo, bovver boy, 
lager lout, Scottish informal ned 

hoop ►noun ring, band, circle, circlet, loop, 
technical annulus 

hoot ►noun Qthe hoot of an owl screech, 
shnek, call, cry, tu-whit tu-whoo ©the hoot of 
a horn beep, honk, toot, blast, blare © hoots of 
derision shout, yell, cry, howl, shnek, whoop, 
whistle, boo, hiss, jeer, catcall Q (informal) your 
mum's a real hoot amusing person, character, 
clown, informal scream, laugh, card, case, one, 
not. giggle, barrel of laughs, informal, dated cau- 
tion 

► verb © an owl hooted screech, shnek, ciy, call, 
tu-whit tu-whoo ©a car horn hooted beep, 
honk, toot, blare, blast, sound Qthey hooted in 
disgust shout, yell, cry, howl, shnek, whistle, 
boo, hiss, jeer, catcall 

■ give a hoot (informal) care, be concerned, 
mind, be interested, be bothered, get worked 
up. informal give a damn, give a rap, give a mon- 
key’s 

hop ►verb ©he hopped along the road jump, 
bound, spring, bounce, skip, jig, leap, prance, 
dance, frolic, gambol © (informal) she hopped over 
the Atlantic go, dash, travel, informal pop, whip, 
Bnt informal nip 

► noun © the rabbit had a hop around jump, bound, 
bounce, prance, leap, spnng, gambol © (infor- 
mal) a short hop by taxi journey, distance, nde, 
dnve, run, tnp, flight © (informal) come to the hop 
on Saturday dance, social, party, disco, informal 
bash, bop, shindig, do, Bnt mfomial rave-up, 
knees-up 

■ on the hop (Bnt informal) Qhe was caught on 
the hop unprepared, unready, off guard, un- 
awares, by surpnse, with one’s defences down, 
informal napping, Bnt informal with one’s trousers 
down Qwe were always kept on the hop busy, 
occupied, employed, working, at work, on the 
job, rushed off one’s feet, informal on the go 

hope ►noun ©I had high hopes aspiration, de- 
sire, wish, expectation, ambition, aim, plan, 
dream, daydream, pipe dream ©a life filled 
with hope hopefulness, optimism, expectation, 
expectancy, confidence, faith, trust, belief, con- 
viction, assurance, promise. 

-opposites pessimism 

► verb © he's hoping for a medal: expect, antici- 
pate, look for, be hopeful of, pin one’s hopes 
on, want; wish for. dream of. Q we’re hoping to 
address the issue: aim, intend, be looking, have 
the intention, have in mind, plan, aspire. 

hopeful ►adjective Qhe remained hopeful: opti- 
mistic, full of hope, confident, positive, buoy- 
ant. sanguine, bullish, cheerful; Informal upbeat 
Qhopefid signs, promising, encouraging, heart- 
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ening, reassuring, auspicious, favourable, opti- 
mistic, propitious, bright, rosy 
hopefully * adverb Qhe rode on hopefully' opti- 
mistically, full of hope, confidently, buoyantly, 
sanguinely, expectantly Q hopefully it should fin- 
ish soon all being well, if all goes well, God 
willing, with luck, most likely, probably, con- 
ceivably, feasibly, informal touch wood, fingers 
crossed 

hopeless ► adjective Q her hopeless appeal des 
pairing, desperate, wretched, forlorn, pessimis- 
tic, defeatist, resigned, dejected, downhearted, 
despondent, demoralized Qa hopeless case ir 
remediable, beyond hope. lost, beyond repair, 
irreparable, irreversible, past cure, incurable; 
impossible, no-wm, futile, forlorn, unworkable, 
impracticable, archaic bootless Q Joseph was 
hopeless at maths bad, poor, awful, terrible, 
dreadful, appalling, atrocious, inferior, incom- 
petent, unskilled, informal pathetic, useless, 
lousy, rotten. Bnt informal duff, rubbish 
hopelessly ► adverb Qshe began to cry hopeless- 
ly despairingly, in despair, in distress, desper- 
ately, dejectedly, downheartedly, despondently, 
wretchedly, miserably, forlornly ©she was 
hopelessly lost utterly, completely, irretrievably, 
impossibly, extremely, very, desperately, total- 
ly, dreadfully, informal tembly 
horde ►noun crowd, mob, pack, gang, troop, 
army, swarm, mass, throng, multitude, host, 
band, flock, informal crew, tnbe, load 
horizon ► noun O the sun rose above the horizon 
skyline ©she wanted to broaden her horizons 
outlook, perspective, perception, range of ex- 
perience, scope, ambit, orbit 
■ on the horizon imminent, impending, close, 
near, approaching, coming, forthcoming, in 
prospect, at hand, on the way, about to hap- 
pen, upon us, m the offing, in the pipeline, in 
the air, just around the comer, brewing, loom- 
ing. threatening, menacing, informal on the 
cards 

horizontal ►adjective Qa horizontal surface 
level, flat, plane, smooth, even, straight, paral- 
lel Qshe was stretched horizontal on a sunbed 
flat, supine, prone, prostrate 
-opposites vertical 

homy ►adjective (informal) (sexually) aroused, 
excited, stimulated, titillated, inflamed, informal 
turned on, hot, sexed up, Bnt informal randy 
horrendous ► adjective. See horrible 
horrible ►adjective Qa horrible murder dread- 
ful, awful, temble, shocking, appalling, horri- 
fying, horrific, horrendous, gnsly, ghastly, 
gruesome, harrowing, heinous, vile, unspeak- 
able, nightmarish, macabre, spine-chilling, 
loathsome, monstrous, abhorrent, hateful, exe- 
crable. abominable, atrocious, sickening, ©(/n- 
formal) a horrible little man’ nasty, homd, dis- 
agreeable, unpleasant, awful, dreadful, temble. 
appalling, foul, repulsive, repellent, ghastly; 
obnoxious, hateful, odious, objectionable in- 
sufferable. vile, loathsome, abhorrent, informal 
frightful. God-awful; Bnt informal beastly 
-opposites pleasant, agreeable, 
horrid ►adjective Q horrid apparitions. See hor- 
rible sense 1. © (informal) the teachers were hor- 
rid. See horrible sense 2 

horrific ► adjective dreadful, horrendous, hor- 
rible, frightful, awful, terrible, atrocious; horri- 


fying, shocking, appalling, harrowing, grue- 
some, hideous, gnsly, ghastly, unspeakable, 
monstrous, nightmansh, sickening 

horrify ► verb Qshe horrified us with ghastly tales 
frighten, scare, terrify, petnfy, alarm, panic, 
terronze, fill with fear, scare someone out of 
their wits, frighten the living daylights out of, 
make someone’s hair stand on end, make 
someone’s blood run cold; informal scare the 
pants off; Bnt informal put the wind up; N Amer 
informal spook; archaic affright Qhe was horrified 
by her remarks shock, appal, outrage, scandal- 
ize, offend, disgust, revolt, nauseate, sicken 

horror ►noun Q children screamed in horror ter- 
ror, fear, fright, alarm, panic, dread, trepida- 
tion © to her horror she found herself alone * dis 
may, consternation, perturbation, alarm, dis- 
tress, disgust, outrage, shock © the horror of the 
tragedy awfulness, frightfulness, savagery, bar- 
barity, hideousness, atrocity, outrage Q (infor- 
mal) he's a little horror ■ rascal, devil, imp, mon- 
key, informal terror, scamp, scallywag, tyke. Bnt 
mfonnal pensher, N Amer informal varmint 
-opposites delight, satisfaction 

■ have a horror of hate, detest, loathe, abhor. 
formal abominate 

horror-struck, horror-stricken ► adjec- 
tive horrified, terrified, petrified, frightened, 
afraid, fearful, scared, pamc-stncken, scared/ 
frightened to death, scared witless, informal 
scared stiff 

horse ►noun MOUNT, charger, cob. nag, hack, 
pony, foal, yearling, colt, stallion, gelding, 
mare, filly, N Amer bronco. Austral INZ moke, 
yarraman; informal gee-gee, archaic steed See lists 
here and at harness, equestrian 
-related terms equine 

■ horse around/about (informal) fool around/ 
about, play the fool, act the clown, clown 
about/around, monkey about/around, informal 
mess about/around, lark about/around, Bnt m- 
fornial muck about/around, dated play the giddy 
goat 

horseman, horsewoman ►noun rider, 

equestrian, jockey, cavalryman, trooper; histonc- 
al hussar, dragoon, archaic cavalier 

horseplay ► noun tomfoolery, fooling 
around, foolish behaviour, clowning, buffoon- 
ery, pranks, antics, high jinks, informal shenan- 
igans, monkey business, Bnt informal monkey 
tncks 

horse sense ►noun ( informal) See common 
sense * 

horticulture ►noun gardening, floriculture, 
arboriculture, agriculture, cultivation 

hosanna ► noun shout of praise, alleluia, hur- 
rah, hurray, cheer, paean; formal laudation 

hose ► noun Q a garden hose’ pipe, piping, tube, 
tubing, duct, outlet, pipeline, siphon ©her 
hose had laddered See hosiery 

hosiery ► noun stockings, tights, stay-ups, ny- 
lons, hose, socks; N Amer pantyhose 

hospitable ►adjective welcoming, friendly, 
congenial, genial, sociable, convivial, cordial; 
gracious, well disposed, amenable, helpful, ob- 
liging. accommodating, neighbourly, warm, 
kind, generous, bountifril 
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Horses and Ponies 

American Saddle Horse 

Morgan 

Andalusian 

mustang 

Anglo-Arab 

New Forest pony 

Appaloosa 

Nonius 

Arab 

Noriker 

Barb 

Norwegian racing 

Basuto pony 

trotter 

Breton 

Oldenburger 

brumby 

Orlov trotter 

Camargue 

palomino 

Caspian 

Paso Flno 

Cleveland Bay 

Percheron 

Clydesdale 

Pinto 

Comtois 

Pinzgauer 

Conestoga 

Plateau Persian 

Connemara pony 

polo pony 

criolb 

pony of the Americas 

Dales pony 

Przewalski’s horse 

Dartmoor pony 

Quarter Horse 

Dutch draught 

Russ 

Dutch warmblood 

Russian heavy draught 

Exmoor pony 

Russian warmblood 

Falabella 

Sable Island 

Fell pony 

Saddlebred 

Fjord 

Salerno 

Friesian 

Sandalwood pony 

Galkefio 

Schleswig 

Calloway 

Shetland pony 

Gelderlander 

shire horse 

Gotland 

Standardbred 

Hackney 

Suffolk Punch 

Haflinger 

Swedish warmblood 

Hanoverian 

Tartar pony 

Highland pony 

Tennessee Walking 

Holstein 

Horse 

Hucul 

Tersky 

hunter 

thoroughbred 

Iceland pony 

Timor pony 

Irish draught 

Trakehner 

Irish hunter 

trotter 

Jutland 

Viatka 

Kabardm 

Waler 

Karabakh 

warmblood 

Kathiawar! 

Welsh cob 

Kazakh 

Welsh Mountain pony 

Uppizaner 

Lokal 

Yorkshire coach horse 

Lundy Island 

EXTINCT NORSES 

Mangalarga 

hyracotherium or 

Manipur pony 

eohippus 

M6rens pony 

miohlppus 

miniature Shetland 

pliohippus 

Missouri fox-trotting 
horse 

tarpan 


hospital ►noun infirmary, sanatorium, hos- 
pice, medical centre, health centre, clinic, Bnt 
cottage hospital. Military field hospital 

hospitality ► noun Q he is renowned for his hos- 
pitality friendliness, hospitableness, warm re- 
ception, helpfulness, neighbourliness, warmth, 
kindness, congeniality, geniality, cordiality, 
amenability, generosity © corporate hospitality 
entertainment, catering, food 

host 1 ► noun O the host greeted the guests' party- 
giver, hostess, entertainer, ©the host of a TV 
senes presenter, compere, anchor, anchor- 
man, anchorwoman, announcer 


Points of a Horse 


cannon bone 

forearm 

point of hip 

cheek 

forelock 

point of 

chest 

frog 

shoulder 

chestnut 

gaskin 

poll 

chin groove 

gullet 

ribs 

coffin bone 

heel 

shank 

coronet 

hindquarters 

sheath 

crest 

hock 

shoulder 

croup 

hoof 

splint bone 

dock 

knee 

stifle 

elbow 

loin 

tail 

ergot 

mane 

tendon 

feathers 

navicular 

windpipe 

fetlock 

bone 

withers 

fetlock Joint 

pastern 


flank 

pedal bone 



Horse Colours 


albino 

grey 

roan 

bay 

iron grey 

skewbald 

blue roan 

liver 

sorrel 

chestnut 

chestnut 

strawberry 

dapple grey 

piebald 

roan 

dun 

pinto 



-opposites guest 

► verb Qthe Queen hosted a dinner give, have, 
hold, throw, put on, provide, arrange, organ- 
ize ©the show is hosted by Angus present, 
introduce, compere, front, anchor 

host 2 ► noun Qa host of memories multitude, 
lot, abundance, wealth, profusion, informal load, 
heap, mass, pile, ton, Bnt informal shedload, 
poetic/ literary myriad ©a host of film stars crowd. 
throng, flock, herd, swarm, horde, mob, army, 
legion, assemblage, gathenng 

hostage ►noun captive, prisoner, detainee, 
internee 

hostel ► noun CHEAP HOTEL, YMCA, YWCA, bed 
and breikfast, B&B, boarding house, guest 
house, pension 

hostile ►adjective ©a hostile attack unfriendly, 
unkind, bitter, unsympathetic, malicious, vi- 
cious, rancorous, venomous, antagonistic, ag- 
gressive, confrontational, belligerent, truculent 
© hostile climatic conditions unfavourable, ad- 
verse, bad, harsh, gnm, hard, tough, inhospit- 
able, forbidding. © they are hostile to the idea, op 
posed, averse, antagonistic, ill-disposed, un- 
sympathetic, antipathetic, opposing, against, in- 
formal anti, down on 
-opposites friendly, favourable 

hostility ► noun © he glared at her with hostility 
antagonism, unfhendlmess, malevolence, mal- 
ice, unkindness, rancour, venom, hatred, ag- 
gression, belligerence. Q their hostility to the pre- 
sent regime' opposition, antagomsm, animosity, 
antipathy, ill will, ill feeling, resentment, aver- 
sion, enmity ©a cessation of hostilities’ fighting, 
(armed) conflict, combat, warfare, war, blood- 
shed. violence. 

hot ► adjective Q hot food’ heated, piping (hot), 
sizzling, steaming, roasting, boiling (hot), sear- 
ing, scorching, scalding, red-hot. Qa hot day: 
very warm, balmy, summery, tropical, scorch- 
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mg. seanng, blistering, sweltenng, tomd. sul- 
try. humid, muggy, close, informal boiling, bak- 
ing, roasting, ©she felt very hot feverish, fe- 
vered, febrile, burning, flushed ©a hot chilli 
spicy, spiced, highly seasoned, peppery, fiery, 
strong, piquant, pungent, aromatic ©the com- 
petition wos too hot fierce, intense, keen, com- 
petitive, cut-throat, dog-eat-dog, ruthless, ag- 
gressive, strong © (informal) the hottest story in 
Fleet Street, new, fresh, recent, late, up to date, 
up to the minute, just out, hot off the press 
© (informal) this band is hot popular, in demand, 
sought-after, in favour, fashionable, m vogue, 
all the rage, informal big, in, now, hip, trendy, 
cool © (informal) she is hot on local history know 
ledgeable about, well informed about, au fait 
with, up on. well versed in, au courant with, in- 
formal clued up about, genned up about © ( infor- 
mal ) hot goods stolen, illegally obtained, illegal, 
illicit, unlawful, smuggled, bootleg, contra- 
band. Bnt informal dodgy 

-opposites cold, chilly, mild, dispassionate, 
weak, old. lawful 

■ blow hot and cold vacillate, dither, shilly- 
shally. waver, be indecisive, change one’s 
mind, be undecided, be uncertain, be unsure, 
Bnt haver, hum and haw, Scottish swither 

■ hot on the heels of close behind, directly 
after, right after, straight after, hard on the 
heels of, following closely 

■ hot under the collar ( informal) See angry 
sense 1 

■ make It/things hot for someone ( informal) 
harass, hound, plague, badger, harry, bully, in- 
timidate, pick on, persecute, victimize, terror- 
ize, N Amer devil, informal hassle, give someone 
a hard time, get on someone’s back 

hot air ► noun ( informal ) nonsense, rubbish, gar- 
bage, empty talk, wind, blather, claptrap, 
drivel, balderdash, gibberish, pomposity, bom- 
bast. informal guff, bosh, hogwash, poppycock, 
bilge, twaddle, Bnt informal cobblers, codswallop, 
tosh, N Amer informal flapdoodle 

hotbed ► noun a hotbed of crime breeding 
ground, den, cradle, nest 

hot-blooded ► adjective passionate, amorous, 
amatory, ardent, lustful, libidinous, lecherous, 
sexy, informal homy, randy 
-opposites cold 

hotchpotch ► noun mixture, mix, mixed bag, 
assortment, random collection, jumble, ragbag, 
miscellany, medley, pot-poum, melange, mish- 
mash, confusion, farrago, gallimaufry, N Amer 
hodgepodge 

hotel ► noun inn, motel, boarding house, guest 
house, bed and breakfast, B&B, hostel, pension, 
auberge 

hotfoot ► adverb hastily, hurriedly, speedily, 
quickly, fast, rapidly, swiftly, without delay, at 
top speed, at full tilt, headlong, post-haste, 
pell-mell, helter-skelter; informal like the wind, 
like greased lightning, like blazes; Brit informal 
like the clappers, like billy-o, N Amer informal 
lickety-spht. 

-opposites slowly 

■ hotfoot It (informal) hurry, dash, run. race, 
sprint, bolt, dart, career, charge, shoot, hurtle, 
hare, fly, speed, zoom, streak; informal tear, belt, 
pelt, scoot, clip, leg it, go like a bat out of hell; 
Bnt informal bomb; N Amer informal hightail it. 


hot-headed ►adjective impetuous, impulsive, 
headstrong, reckless, rash, irresponsible, fool- 
hardy. madcap; excitable, volatile, fiery, hot- 
tempered, quick-tempered, unruly, harum- 
scarum 

hothouse ► noun greenhouse, glasshouse, 
conservatory, orangery, vinery, winter garden 

► adjective the school has a hothouse atmosphere in 
tense, oppressive, stifling, overprotected, pam- 
pered, shielded 

hotly ► adverb Qthe rumours were hotly denied. 
vehemently, vigorously, strenuously, fiercely, 
passionately, heatedly, angrily, indignantly 
0 he was hotly pursued by Boris closely, swiftly, 
quickly, hotfoot, eagerly, enthusiastically 
-opposites calmly 

hot-tempered ► adjective irascible, quick- 
tempered, short-tempered, irritable, fiery, bad- 
tempered, touchy, volatile, testy, tetchy, frac- 
tious, prickly, peppery, informal snappish, 
snappy, chippy, on a short fuse, Bnt informal 
narky, ratty, like a bear with a sore head, N 
Amer informal soreheaded 
-opposites easy-going 

hound ►noun © (hunting) dog, canine, mon- 
grel, cur, informal doggy, pooch, mutt. Austral fNZ 
informal mong, bitzer © (informal, dated) you mon- 
strous hound i See scoundrel 

► verb ©she was hounded by the press pursue, 
chase, follow, shadow, be hot on someone’s 
heels, hunt (down), stalk, track, trail; harass, 
persecute, harry, pester, bother, badger, tor- 
ment, bedevil, informal hassle, bug, give some- 
one a hard time, N Amer informal devil ©t hey 
hounded him out of office force, drive, pressure, 
pressurize, push, urge, coerce, impel, dragoon, 
strong-arm, nag. bully, browbeat, chivvy, infor- 
mal bulldoze, railroad, Bnt informal bounce, N 
Amer informal hustle 

house ►noun ©an estate of 200 houses resi 
dence, home, place of residence, homestead, a 
roof over one’s head, formal habitation, dwelling 
(place), abode, domicile See list at home 
© you'll wake the whole house f household, family, 
clan, tribe, informal brood Qthe house of Stewart 
family, clan, tnbe, dynasty, line, bloodline, lin- 
eage, ancestry, family tree ©a printing house 
firm, business, company, corporation, enter- 
prise, establishment, institution, concern, or- 
ganization, operation, informal outfit, set-up 
©the country's upper house legislative assem- 
bly, legislative body, chamber, council, parlia- 
ment, congress, |enate, diet ©the house ap- 
plauded audience, crowd, spectators, viewers, 
congregation, gallery, stalls, Bnt informal punters 

► verb © they can house twelve employees accommo 
date, provide accommodation for, give some- 
one a roof over their head, lodge, quarter, 
board, billet, take in, sleep, put up, harbour, 
shelter Qthis panel houses the main switch con 
tain, hold, store, cover, protect, enclose 

■ on the house (mformaf) free (of charge). 
without charge, at no cost, for nothing, gratis, 
courtesy, complimentary, informal for free, N 
Amer. informal comp. 

household ►noun the household was asleep 
family, house, occupants; clan, tnbe, informal 
brood. 

► adjective household goods domestic, family, 
everyday, workaday. 
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householder ► noun homeowner, owner, oc- 
cupant, resident, tenant, leaseholder, propri- 
etor, landlady, landlord, freeholder, Bnt occu- 
pier. owner-occupier 

housekeeping ► noun household manage 
ment, domestic work, homemaking, housewif- 
ely, home economics, Bnt housecraft 

houseman ► noun ( Bnt ) junior doctor, house 
doctor, newly qualified doctor, Bnt house offi- 
cer, N Amer intern, resident 

house-trained ( Bnt ) ► adjective domesti 
cated, trained, N Amer housebroken 

housing ► noun Qthey invested in housing 
houses, homes, residences, buildings, accom- 
modation, living quarters, formal dwellings, 
dwelling places, habitations Qthe housing for 
the antennae casing, covering, case, cover, hold- 
er, sheath, jacket, shell, capsule 

hovel ^noun shack, slum, shanty, hut, informal 
dump, hole 

hover ►verb O helicopters hovered overhead be 
suspended, be poised, hang, levitate, fly ©she 
hovered anxiously nearby ■ linger, loiter, wait 
about, informal hang around, stick around, Bnt in- 
formal hang about 

however ►adverb Qhowever, gaming weight is 
not inevitable nevertheless, nonetheless, but, 
still, yet. though, although, even so, for all 
that, despite that, in spite of that, anyway, any- 
how, be that as it may, having said that, not- 
withstanding, informal still and all © however you 
look at it. in whatever way, regardless of how. 
no matter how 

howl ► noun O the howl of a wolf baying, howl- 
ing, bay. ciy, yowl, bark, yelp 0 a howl of an- 
guish wail, ciy, yell, yelp, yowl, bellow, roar, 
shout, shnek, scream, screech 
► verb ©dogs howled in the distance bay, cry, yowl, 
bark, yelp 0 a baby started to howl wail, cry, 
yell, yowl, bawl, bellow, shnek, scream, 
screech, caterwaul, informal holler 0we howled 
with laughter laugh, guffaw, roar, be creased 
up, be doubled up, split one’s sides, informal fall 
about, crack up, be in stitches, be rolling in 
the aisles 

howler ► noun ( informal ) mistake, error, blunder, 
fault, gaffe, slip, informal slip-up, boo-boo, botch, 
clanger. Bnt informal boob, N Amer informal bloop- 
er 

hub ► noun Qthe hub of the wheel pivot, axis, 
fulcrum, centre, middle © the hub of family life 
centre, core, heart, focus, focal point, nucleus, 
kernel, nerve centre 
-opposites penphery 

hubbub ►noun Qher voice was lost in the hub- 
bub. noise, dm, racket, commotion, clamour, 
cacophony, babel, rumpus, Bnt informal row 
©she fought through the hubbub confusion, 
chaos, pandemonium, bedlam, mayhem, dis- 
order, turmoil, tumult, fracas, hurly-burly. 

hubris ►noun arrogance, conceit, haughti- 
ness, hauteur, pnde, self-importance, pompos- 
ity, superciliousness, superiority; informal big- 
headedness 
-opposites humility 

huckster ►noun trader, dealer, seller, pur- 
veyor, vendor, salesman, pedla; , hawker; infor- 
mal pusher 
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huddle ► verb Qthey huddled together crowd, 
cluster, gather, bunch, throng, flock, herd, col- 
lect, group, congregate, press, pack, squeeze 
0 he huddled beneath the sheets curl up, snuggle, 
nestle, hunch up 
-opposites disperse 

► noun O « huddle of passengers, crowd, cluster, 
bunch, knot, group, throng, flock, press, pack, 
collection, assemblage, informal gaggle ©the 
team went into a huddle consultation, discus- 
sion, debate talk, parley, meeting, conference, 
informal confab, powwow 

hue ► noun O paints in a variety of hues colour, 
shade, tone, tint ©men of all political hues com 
plexion, type, kind, sort, cast, stamp, character, 
nature 

hue and cry ►noun commotion, outcry, up- 
roar, fuss, clamour, storm, stir, furore, ruckus, 
brouhaha, palaver, rumpus, informal hoo-ha, hul- 
labaloo, ballyhoo, kerfiiffle, to-do, song and 
dance, Bnt mfomial row, stink 

huff ► noun bad mood, sulk, fit of pique, pet, 
tempei , tantrum, rage, informal grump, Bnt infor- 
mal strop, paddy, N Amer informal snit, Bnt mfomnal, 
dated bate, wax 

huffy ► adjective irritable, irritated, annoyed, 
cross, grumpy, bad-tempered, crotchety, 
crabby, cantankerous, moody, petulant, sullen, 
surly, touchy, testy, tetchy, snappish, informal 
snappy, cianky, Bnt informal narky, miffed, ratty, 
eggy, shirty, like a bear with a sore head, N 
Amer informal soreheaded 

hug ►verb ©they hugged each other embrace, 
cuddle, squeeze, clasp, clutch, cling to. hold 
close, hold tight, take someone in one’s arms, 
clasp someone to one’s bosom, poetic /literary em- 
bosom 0our route hugged the coastline follow 
closely, keep close to. stay near to, follow the 
course of ©we hugged the comforting thought 
cling to, hold on to. chensh. harbour, nurse, 
foster, retain, keep in mind 

► noun there were hugs as we left embrace, cuddle, 
squeeze, bear hug. clinch 

huge ►adjective enormous, vast, immense, 
large, big, great, massive, colossal, prodigious, 
gigantic, gargantuan, mammoth, monumental, 
giant, towenng, elephantine, mountainous, ti- 
tanic, epic, Herculean, Brobdmgnagian, informal 
jumbo, mega, monster, whopping, humongous, 
hulking, bumper, astronomical, Bnt informal gi- 
normous 
-opposites tmy. 

hugely ►adverb very, extremely, exceedingly, 
most, really, particularly, tremendously, great- 
ly, decidedly, exceptionally, immensely, inor- 
dinately, extraordinarily, vastly, very much, to 
a great extent, N English right, informal terrifical- 
ly, awfully, terribly, majorly, seriously, mega, 
ultra, oh-so, damn, damned, Bnt informal ever so. 
well, dead, jolly; N Amer informal real, mighty, 
awful, informal, dated devilish, frightfully, archaic 
exceeding. 

hugger-mugger ► adjective Qat home, all was 
hugger-mugger disorderly, confused, disoigan- 
lzed, chaotic, muddled, haphazard, in a mess, 
in disarray, topsy-turvy, informal higgledy- 
piggledy; Bnt. informal shambolic 0 hugger- 

mugger dealings : clandestine, secret, covert, fur- 
tive, cloak-and-dagger, hole-and-corner, sneaky, 
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sly, underhand, undercover, underground, infor- 
mal hush-hush 
-opposites orderly, overt 

hulk ► noun Qthe rusting hulks of ships wreck, 
shipwreck, ruin, derelict, shell, skeleton, hull 
© a great hulk of a man giant, lump, oaf, informal 
clodhopper, ape, gorilla, N Amer informal lum- 
mox 

hulking ► adjective ( informal) large, big, heavy, 
sturdy, burly, brawny, hefty, strapping, bulky, 
weighty, massive, ponderous, clumsy, awk- 
ward, ungainly, lumbering, lumpish, oafish, in- 
formal hunky, beefy, clodhopping 
-opposites small 

hull 1 ► noun the ship's hull framework, body, 
shell, frame, skeleton, structure 

hull 2 ► noun seed hulls shell, husk, pod, case, 
covering, integument, shuck, Botany pericarp, 
legume 

► verb the bird uses its beak to hull seeds shell, 
husk, peel, pare, skin, shuck, technical decorti- 
cate 

hullabaloo ► noun ( informal) fuss, commotion, 
hue and cry, uproar, outcry, clamour, storm, 
furore, hubbub, ruckus, brouhaha, pandemon- 
ium, mayhem, tumult, turmoil, hurly-burly, in- 
formal hoo-ha, to-do, kerfuffle, song and dance, 
Bnt informal carry-on, row, stink 

hum ►verb Qthe engine was humming purr, 
drone, murmur, buzz, thrum, whirr, throb, vi- 
brate. poetic /literary bombinate ©she hummed a 
tune sing, croon, munnui. drone ©the work- 
shops are humming be busy, be active, be lively, 
buzz, bustle, be a hive of activity, throb © (Bnt 
informal) this stuff really hums See reek verb 

► noun a low hum of conversation murmur, drone, 
purr, buzz, poetic/ literary bombination 

■ hum and haw (Bnt) hesitate, dither, vacil- 
late, be indecisive, equivocate, prevaricate, 
waver, blow hot and cold. Bnt havei, Scottish 
swither, informal shilly-shally 

human ►adjective Qthe human race anthro- 
poid © they’re only human mortal, flesh and 
blood, fallible, weak, frail, imperfect, vulner- 
able, susceptible, erring, error-prone, physical, 
bodily, fleshly Qthe human side of politics com 
passionate, humane, kind, considerate, under- 
standing, sympathetic, tolerant, approachable, 
accessible 

-opposites infallible 

► noun the link between humans and animals per 
son, human bemg, personage, mortal, member 
of the human race, man, woman, individual, 
(living) soul, being. Homo sapiens, earthling 
See list 


Early Humans 

Australopithecus 
Boxgrove man 
Cro-Magnon man 
Heidelberg man 
Homo enctus 
Homo habUis 
Homo sapiens 
Java man 
Kabwe man 
Uicy 


Neanderthal man 

Nutcracker man 

Paranthropus 

Peking man 

Pithecanthropus 

Proconsul 

protohuman 

Sinanthropus 

Zinjanthropus 


humane ► adjective compassionate, kind, con- 
siderate. understanding, sympathetic, tolerant, 
lenient, forbearing, forgiving, merciful, mild, 
tender, clement, benign, humanitarian, be- 
nevolent, charitable 
-opposite s cruel 

humanitarian ►adjective Qa humanitarian 
act compassionate, humane, unselfish, altruis- 
tic, generous, magnanimous, benevolent, mer- 
ciful, kind, sympathetic ©a humanitarian or- 
ganization charitable, philanthropic, public- 
spinted, socially concerned, welfare 
-opposites selfish 

► noun philanthropist, altruist, benefactor, social 
reformer, good Samaritan, do-gooder, archaic 
philanthrope 

humanities ►plural noun (liberal) arts, lit- 
erature, classics, classical studies, classical lit- 
erature 

humanity ►noun Q humanity evolved from the 
apes humankind, mankind, man. people, the 
human race, Homo sapiens ©the humanity of 
Christ human nature, humanness, mortality 
© he praised them for their humanity compassion, 
brotherly love, fellow feeling, humaneness, 
kindness, consideration, understanding, sym- 
pathy, tolerance, leniency, mercy, merciful- 
ness, pity, tenderness, benevolence, chanty 

humanize ►verb civilize, improve, better, 
educate, enlighten, instruct, sophisticate, so- 
cialize, refine, polish, formal edify 

humankind ► noun the human race, the 
human species, humanity, human beings, man- 
kind, man, people, mortals. Homo sapiens 

humble ►adjective Qher bearing was humble 
meek, deferential, respectful, submissive, self- 
effacing. unassertive, unpresummg, modest, 
unassuming, self-deprecating, Scottish mim ©a 
humble background lowly, working-class, lower- 
class. poor, undistinguished, mean, ignoble, 
low-bom, common, ordinary, simple, inferior, 
unremarkable, insignificant, inconsequential, 
informal plebby © my humble abode modest, 
plain, simple, ordinary, unostentatious, unpre- 
tentious 

-opposites proud, noble, grand 

► verb O he humbled himself to ask for help humili 
ate, abase, demean, lower, degrade, debase, 
mortify, shame, eat humble pie, take someone 
down a peg or two, informal cut down to size, 
settle someone's hash, N Amer informal make 
someone eat crow © Wales were humbled by Ro- 
mania defeat, beat, trounce, rout, overwhelm, 
get the better oT, bring to one’s knees, informal 
lick, clobber, slaughter, massacre, crucify, walk 
all over, N Amer informal shellac, cream 

humbug ►noun Qthat is sheer humbug hypoc 
risy, hypocritical talk, sanctimoniousness, pos- 
turing, cant, empty talk, insincerity, dishon- 
esty, falseness, deceit, deception, fraud ©you 
see what a humbug I am 7 hypocrite, fraud, fake, 
plaster saint; charlatan, cheat, deceiver, dis- 
sembler, informal phoney, poetic /literary whited 
sepulchre 

► verb Dave is easily humbugged deceive, trick, de- 
lude, mislead, fool, hoodwink, dupe, take m, 
beguile, bamboozle, gull, informal con, kid, have 
on, put one over on someone 

humdrum ►adjective mundane, dull, dreary, 
boring, tedious, monotonous, prosaic, unexcit- 
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ing, uninteresting, uneventful, unvaried, unre- 
markable, routine, ordinary, everyday, day-to- 
day. quotidian, run-of-the-mill, commonplace, 
workaday, pedestrian, informal (plain) vanilla 
-opposites remarkable, exciting 
humid ► adjective muggy, close, sultry, sticky, 
steamy, oppressive, airless, stifling, suffocating, 
stuffy, clammy, heavy 
-opposites fresh 

humiliate ► verb embarrass, mortify, humble, 
shame, put to shame, disgrace, discomfit, chas- 
ten, abash, deflate, crush, squash, abase, de- 
base, demean, degrade, cause to feel small, 
cause to lose face, take down a peg or two, /n- 
formal show up, put down, cut down to size, set- 
tle someone’s hash, N Amer informal make some- 
one eat crow 

humiliating * adjective embarrassing, morti- 
fying. humbling, ignominious, inglorious, 
shameful, discreditable, undignified, chasten- 
ing, demeaning, degrading, deflating 
humiliation ► noun embarrassment, mortifi- 
cation. shame, indignity, ignominy, disgrace, 
dishonour, degradation, discredit, obloquy, op- 
probrium, loss of pnde. loss of face, blow to 
one’s pnde, slap in the face, kick in the teeth 
-opposites honour 

humility ►noun modesty, humbleness, meek- 
ness, diffidence, unassertiveness, lack of pnde, 
lack of vanity 
-opposites pride 

hummock ► noun hillock, hump, mound, 
knoll, tump, prominence, elevation, rise, dune, 
N Amer knob, formal eminence 
humorist ► noun comic writer, wit, wag, 
comic, funny man/woman, comedian, comedi- 
enne. joker, jokester, clown 
humorous ►adjective amusing, funny, comic, 
comical, entertaining, diverting, witty, jocular, 
light-hearted, tongue-in-cheek, wry, hilarious, 
uproarious, riotous, zany, farcical, droll, informal 
priceless, side-splitting, nb-tickling, a scream, a 
hoot, a barrel of laughs, waggish, informal, dated 
killing 

-opposites senous 

humour ►noun ©the humour of the situation 
comedy, comical aspect, funny side, funniness, 
hilarity, absurdity, ludicrousness, drollness, sat- 
ire, irony ©the stones are spiced up with humour 
jokes, jests, jesting, quips, witticisms, funny 
remarks, puns, wit, wittiness, comedy, drollery, 
informal gags, wisecracks, cracks, waggishness, 
one-lmers ©his good humour was infectious 
mood, temper, disposition, temperament, state 
of mind; spints 

► verb she was always humouring him indulge, ac- 
commodate, pander to, cater to, yield to, give 
way to, give in to, go along with, pamper, 
spoil, overindulge, mollify, placate, gratify, sat- 
isfy 

humourless ►adjective serious, solemn, 
sober, sombre, grave, gnm, dour, unsmiling, 
stony-faced; gloomy, glum, sad, melancholy, 
dismal, joyless, cheerless, lugubrious, boring, 
tedious, dull, dry 
-opposites jovial 

hump ► noun a hump at the base of the spine ■ pro- 
tuberance, prominence, lump, bump, knob, 
protrusion, projection, bulge, swelling, hunch; 
growth, outgrowth 


► verb O he humped his body to avoid a blow arch, 
hunch, bend, bow, curve ©(/nftvma/) he humped 
boxes up the stairs heave, carry, lug, lift, hoist, 
heft, informal schlep, tote 

-opposites straighten 

s give someone the hump ( informal ). See 

ANNOY 

hunch ►verb ©he hunched his shoulders arch, 
curve, hump, bow ©/ hunched up os small as I 
could crouch, huddle, curl, hunker down, 
bend, stoop, squat 
-opposite s straighten 

► noun ©the hunch on his back protuberance, 
hump, lump, bump, knob, protrusion, promin- 
ence, bulge, swelling, growth, outgrowth ©my 
hunch is that he'll be back feeling, feeling m 
one’s bones, guess, suspicion, impression, ink- 
ling, idea, notion, fancy, intuition, informal gut 
feeling 

hundred ► cardinal number century, informal ton 
-related TERMS centi-, hecto-, centenary, 
centennial 

hunger ►noun ©she was faint with hunger lack 
of food, hungnness. ravenousness, emptiness, 
starvation, malnutrition, malnounshment, 
undernourishment © a hunger for news desire, 
craving, longing, yearning, hankering, appetite, 
thirst, want, need, informal itch, yen 
b hunger after/for desire, crave, long for, 
yearn for, pine for, ache for, hanker after, 
thirst for, lust for, want, need, informal have a 
yen for, itch for, be dying for, be gagging for 
hungry ►adjective ©I was really hungry raven 
ous, empty, m need of food, hollow, faint from 
hunger, starving, starved, famished, malnour- 
ished, undernourished, underfed, informal peck- 
ish, able to eat a horse, archaic esurient ©they 
are hungry for success eager, keen, avid, long- 
ing, yearning, aching, greedy, craving, desirous 
of, hankering after, informal itching, dying, gag- 
ging, hot 
-opposites frill 

hunk ►noun ©a hunk of bread chunk, wedge, 
block, slab, lump, square, gobbet, Bnt informal 
wodge © (informal) he's such a hunk' muscleman, 
strongman, macho man, iron man, Hercules, /n- 
formal tough guy, he-man, beefcake, stud, N 
Amer informal studmuffin 
-OPPOSITES wimp 

hunt ►verb ©they hunted deer chase, stalk, 
pursue, course, run down, track, trail, follow, 
shadow, informal tail © police are hunting for her 
search, look (high and low), scour the area, 
seek, try to find, cast about/around/round, 
rummage (about/around/round), root about/ 
around, fish about/around 
► noun ©the thrill of the hunt, chase, pursuit 
© police have stepped up their hunt, search, look, 
quest 

hunted ►adjective harassed, persecuted, har- 
ried, hounded, beleaguered, troubled, stressed, 
tormented; careworn, haggard, distraught, des- 
perate, Informal hassled 
-opposites carefree. 

hunter ►noun huntsman, huntswoman, trap- 
per, stalker, woodsman; mmrod; predator, 
hunting ►noun blood sports, field sports. 

coursing, fox-hunting; trapping; the chase, 
hurdle ►noun ©his leg hit a hurdle : fence, 
jump, barrier, barricade, bar, railing, rail, ©the 
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final hurdle to overcome obstacle, difficulty, 
problem, barrier, bar, snag, fly in the oint- 
ment, stumbling block, impediment, obstruc- 
tion, complication, hindrance, Bnt spanner in 
the works, informal headache 
hurl ► verb throw, toss, fling, pitch, cast, lob. 
bowl, launch, catapult, project, propel, let fly, 
informal chuck, heave, sling, buzz, bung, N Amer 
informal peg, Austral & N English informal hoy. NZ in- 
formal bish, dated shy 

hurly-burly ► noun bustle, hustle and bustle, 
hubbub, confusion, disorder, uproar, tumult, 
pandemonium, mayhem, rumpus, informal hoo- 
ha. hullabaloo, ballyhoo, kerfuffle 
-opposites calm, order 

hurricane ► noun cyclone, typhoon, tornado, 
storm, tempest, windstorm, whirlwind, gale, 
Austral willy-willy, N Amer informal twister 
hurried ►adjective Q hurried glances quick, fast, 
swift, rapid, speedy, brisk, hasty, cursory, per- 
functory. brief, short, fleeting, passing, superfi- 
cial 0 a humed decision hasty, rushed, speedy, 
quick, impetuous, impulsive, precipitate, pre- 
cipitous, iash. incautious, imprudent, spur-of- 
the-moment 

-opposites slow, considered 
hurriedly ►adverb hastily, speedily, quickly, 
fast, rapidly, swiftly, briskly, without delay, at 
top speed, at full tilt, at the double, headlong, 
hotfoot, post-haste, informal like the wind, like 
greased lightning, in double quick time, Bnt in- 
formal like the clappers, at a rate of knots, like 
billy-o, N Amer informal lickety-split 
hurry ►verb Q hurry or you'll he late be quick, 
hurry up, hasten, speed up, press on. push on, 
run, dash, rush, race, fly, scurry, scramble, 
scuttle, spnnt, informal get a move on, step on it, 
get cracking, get moving, shake a leg. tear, 
hare, zip, zoom, hotfoot it, leg it, Bnt mfonnal 
shift, get one’s skates on, stir one's stumps. N 
Amer informal get the lead out, get a wiggle on, 
dated make haste, archaic hie ©she humed him 
out hustle, hasten, push, urge, drive, spur, 
goad, prod, informal gee up 
-opposites dawdle, delay 

► noun in all the hurry, we forgot rush, haste, 
flurry, hustle and bustle, confusion, commo- 
tion, hubbub, turmoil, race, scramble, scurry 

hurt ► verb Qmy back hurts be painful, be sore, 
be tender, cause pain, cause discomfort, ache, 
smart, sting, bum, throb, informal be killing; Bnt 
informal be playing up ©Dad hurt his leg injure, 
wound, damage, disable, incapacitate, maim, 
mutilate, bruise, cut, gash, giaze, scrape, 
scratch, lacerate ©his words hurt her distress. 
pain, wound, sting, upset, sadden, devastate, 
gneve, mortify, cut to the quick ©high interest 
rates are hurting the economy, harm, damage, be 
detrimental to, weaken, blight, impede, jeop- 
ardize, undermine, min, wreck, sabotage, crip- 
ple 

-oppositbs heal, comfort, benefit. 

► noun O falling properly minimizes hurt * harm, in- 
jury. wounding, pain, suffering, discomfort, 
soreness, aching, smarting, stinging, throbbing, 
©all the hurt he had caused ■ distress, pain, suf- 
fering, grief, misery, anguish, trauma, woe, 
upset, sadness, sorrow: harm, damage, trouble 
-opposites joy 

► adjective Qmy hurt hand: injured, wounded, 
bruised, grazed, cut, gashed, sore, painful, ach- 


ing, smarting, throbbing ©Anne's hurt expres- 
sion pained, distressed, anguished, upset, sad. 
mortified, offended, informal miffed, peeved, 
sore 

-opposites pleased 

hurtful ►adjective © hurtful words upsetting. 
distressing, wounding, painful, unkind, cruel, 
nasty, mean, malicious, spiteful, cutting, 
barbed, informal catty, bitchy ©this is hurtful to 
the interests of women detrimental, harmful, 
damaging, injurious, disadvantageous, un- 
favourable, prejudicial, deleterious, ruinous 

hurtle ► verb speed, rush, run, race, bolt. dash, 
career, whizz, zoom, charge, shoot, streak, gal- 
lop, hare, fly, scurry, go like the wind, informal 
belt, pelt, tear, scoot, go like a bat out of hell, 
Bnt informal bomb, bucket, go like the dappers, 
N Amer informal hightail, barrel 
husband ►noun spouse, partner, mate, con- 
sort, man, helpmate, helpmeet, groom, bride- 
groom, informal hubby, old man. one's better 
half, Bnt informal other half 

► verb oil reserves should he husbanded conserve, 
preserve, save, safeguard, save tor a rainy day, 
put aside, put by, lay in, reserve, stockpile, 
hoard, use economically, use sparingly, be fru- 
gal with 

-opposites squander 

husbandry ►noun Q farmers have new methods 
of husbandry farm management, land manage- 
ment, farming, agriculture, agronomy, cultiva- 
tion, animal husbandry ©the careful husbandry 
of their resources conservation, management, 
economy, thrift, thnftiness, frugality 
hush ►verb ©he tried to hush her silence, 
quieten (down), shush, gag, muzzle, informal 
shut up ©the crowd hushed fall silent, stop 
talking, quieten down, informal pipe down, shut 
up ©thty hushed up the dangers keep secret, 
conceal, hide, suppress, cover up, keep dark, 
keep quiet about, obscure, veil, sweep under 
the carpet, informal sit on, keep under one’s hat 
-opposites disclose 

► exclamation Hushf Someone will hear you be quiet, 
keep quiet, quieten down, be silent, stop talk- 
ing, hold your tongue, informal shut up, shut 
your mouth, shut your face, shut your trap, 
button your lip, pipe down, put a sock in it, 
give it a rest, save it, not another word, Bnt in- 
formal shut your gob 

► noun a hush descended silence, quiet, quietness, 
stillness, peace, peacefulness, calm, tranquil- 
lity 

-opposites noise* 

hush-hush ►adjective ( informal) See secret ad- 
jective sense 1 

husk ► noun shell, hull, pod, case, covering, in- 
tegument, shuck, Botany pericarp, legume 
husky ►adjective ©a husky voice throaty, 
gruff, gravelly, hoarse, croaky, rough, guttural, 
harsh, rasping, raspy © Paddy was a husky guy. 
strong, muscular, muscly, muscle-bound, 
brawny, hefty, burly, hulking, chunky, strap- 
ping, thickset, solid, powerful, heavy, robust, 
sturdy, Herculean, well built, informal beefy, 
hunky. 

-opposites shnll, soft, puny 
hussy ►noun ( dated) minx, coquette, tease, se- 
ductress. Lolita, Jezebel: slut, loose woman; in- 
formal floozie, tart, vamp; Bnt informal scrubber, 
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slapper. slag, N Amer informal tramp, dated trol- 
lop, archaic jade, strumpet, 
hustle ► verb Qthey were hustled as they went 
jostle, shove, push, bump, knock, nudge, 
elbow, shoulder QI was hustled away man 
handle, push, shove, thrust, frogmarch; rush, 
hurry, whisk, informal bundle 0 (informal) don't be 
hustled into anything coerce, force, pressure, 
pressurize, badger, pester, hound, nag, goad, 
prod, browbeat, bulldoze, steamroller, dragoon, 
informal railroad, fast-talk 
■ hustle and bustle hurly-burly, bustle, tu- 
mult, hubbub, activity, action, liveliness, ani- 
mation, excitement, agitation, flurry, whirl, in- 
formal toing and fromg, comings and goings, 
ballyhoo, hoo-ha, hullabaloo 
hut ► noun shack, shanty, (log) cabin, shelter, 
shed, lean-to. hovel, Scottish bothy, shieling, N 
Amer cabana 

hybrid ► noun a hybrid between a brown and al- 
bino mouse cross, cross-breed, mixed-breed, 
half-breed, half-blood, mixture, blend, amal- 
gamation, combination, composite, fusion. 

► adjective hybrid roses composite, cross-bred, 
interbred, mongrel, mixed, blended, com- 
pound 

hybridize ►verb cross-breed, cross, inter- 
breed, cross-fertilize, cross-polhnate, mix, 
blend, combine, amalgamate 
hygiene ► noun cleanliness, sanitation, steril- 
ity, purity, disinfection; public health, environ- 
mental health 

hygienic ► adjective sanitary, clean, germ-free, 
disinfected, sterilized, sterile, antiseptic, asep- 
tic. unpolluted, uncontaminated, salubrious, 
healthy, wholesome, informal squeaky clean 
-opposites insanitary 

hymn ►noun religious song, song of praise, 
anthem, canticle, chorale, psalm, carol, spirit- 
ual 

hype (informal) ► noun her work relies on hype and 
headlines publicity, advertising, promotion, • 
marketing, propaganda, exposure, informal plug- 
ging, ballyhoo. Bnt informal puff 

► varto a stunt to hype a new product • publicize, ad- 
vertise, promote, push, puff, boost, merchan- 
dise, build up. bang the drum for, informal plug 

hyperbole ►noun exaggeration, overstate- 
ment. magnification, embroidery, embellish- 
ment, excess, overkill, informal purple prose, 
puffeiy 

-opposites understatement 
hypercritical ►adjective overcritical, fault- 
finding, hair-splitting, carping, cavilling, cap- 
tious, niggling, quibbling, pedantic, pettifog- 
ging, fussy, finicky, informal picky, nit-pickmg, 
pernickety, N Amer informal persnickety, archaic 
nice. 

hypnosis ►noun mesmerism, hypnotism, hyp- 
notic suggestion, auto-suggestion, 
hypnotic ►adjective mesmerizing, mesmeric, 
spellbinding, entrancing, bewitching, irresist- 
ible, compelling, soporific, sedative, numbing, 
Medicine stupefacient 


hypnotism ► noun mesmerism, hypnosis, hyp- 
notic suggestion, auto-suggestion 

hypnotize ►verb Qhe had been hypnotized 
mesmerize, put into a trance 0 they were hypno- 
tized by the dancers entrance, spellbind, en- 
thral. transfix, captivate, bewitch, enrapture, 
gnp, rivet, absorb, magnetize 

hypochondria ► noun valetudinarianism, im- 
agined ill health, health obsession, neurosis, 
technical hypochondriasis 

hypochondriac ►noun a hypochondriac who 
depends on her pills* valetudinarian, valetudin- 
ary, neurotic 

► adjective her hypochondriac husband valetudinar 
ian, valetudinary, hypochondriacal, malinger- 
ing, health-obsessed, neurotic 

hypocrisy ►noun sanctimoniousness, sancti- 
mony. pietism, piousness, false virtue, cant, 
posturing, speciousness, empty talk, insincer- 
ity, falseness, deceit, dishonesty, dissimulation, 
duplicity, informal phoneyness 
-opposites sincerity 

hypocrite ► noun sanctimonious person, piet- 
ist, plaster samt, humbug, pretender, deceiver, 
dissembler, informal phoney, poetic/ literary whited 
sepulchre 

hypocritical ►adjective sanctimonious, piet- 
istic, pious, self-nghteous, holier-than-thou, su- 
perior, insincere, specious, false, deceitful, dis- 
honest, dissembling, two-faced, informal phoney 

hypodermic ►noun needle, syringe, informal 
hype, spike 

hypothesis ►noun theory, theorem, thesis, 
conjecture, supposition, postulation, postulate, 
proposition, premise, assumption, notion, con- 
cept, idea 

hypothetical ►adjective theoretical, specu- 
lative, conjectured, notional, suppositional, 
supposed, assumed, academic 
-opposites actual 

hysteria ►noun frenzy, feverishness, hyster 
ics, fit of madness, derangement, mama, panic, 
alarm, distress; Bnt informal the screaming 
abdabs 

-opposites calm 

hysterical ► adjective O Jcmet became hysterical 
overwrought, overemotional, out of control, 
frenzied, frantic, wild, fevensh, beside oneself, 
driven to distraction, agitated, berserk, manic, 
delirious, unhinged, deranged, out of one*s 
mind, raving, informal in a state. Q (informal) her 
attempts to dance were hysterical hilarious, up- 
roarious, veiy funny, very amusing, comical, 
farcical, informal hysterically funny, side- 
splitting, nb-tickling, a scream, a hoot, a barrel 
of laughs; dated killing 

hysterics ►plural noun ( informal) Q a fit of hys- 
terics- hysteria, wildness, feverishness, irration- 
ality, frenzy, loss of control, delirium, derange- 
ment, mania; Bnt informal the screaming abdabs 
©the girb collapsed in hysterics * fits of laughter, 
gales of laughter, uncontrollable laughter, con- 
vulsions, fits; mfbmial stitches. 




Ice ►noun Qa lake covered with tee frozen 
water, icicles, black ice, verglas, frost, rime. N 
Amer glaze © assorted ices ice cream, water ice, 
sorbet, N Amer sherbet e the ice in her voice 
coldness, coolness, frostiness, iciness, hostil- 
ity, unfriendliness 
—RELATED TERMS gelid, glacial 
► verb ©the lake has iced over freeze (over), turn 
into ice, harden, solidify 0/11 ice the drinks 
cool, chill, refrigerate ©she had iced the cake 
cover with icing, glaze, N Amer frost 
-opposites thaw, heat 

■ on Ice {informal) See pending adjective sense 1 
Ice-COld ►adjective icy, freezing, glacial, gelid, 
sub-zero, frozen, wintry, arctic, polar, Siberian, 
bitter, biting, raw, chilly, poetic /literary frore, 
nmy 

-opposites hot 

Icing ► noun glaze, sugar paste, N Amer frost- 
ing 

Icon ► noun image, idol, portrait, representa- 
tion, symbol, figure, statue 
iconoclast ► noun critic, sceptic, heretic, un- 
believer. dissident, dissenter, rebel, renegade, 
mutineer 

Icy ► adjective Q icy roads frosty, frozen (over), 
iced over, ice-bound, ice-covered, iced up, slip- 
pery, poetic /literary nmv ©an icy wind freezing, 
chill, chilly, biting, bitter, raw. arctic, glacial, 
Siberian, polar, gelid ©an icy voice unfriendly, 
hostile, forbidding: cold, cool, chilly, frigid, 
frosty, glacial, gelid, haughty, stem, hard 
idea ► noun O the idea of death scares her con 
cept. notion, conception, thought, image, visu- 
alization. hypothesis, postulation 0our idea is 
to open a new shop plan, scheme, design, pro- 
posal, proposition, suggestion, aim. intention, 
objective, object, goal, target ©Liz had other 
ideas on the subject thought, theoiy. view, opin- 
ion, feeling, belief, conclusion ©/ had an idea 
that it might happen sense, feeling, suspicion, 
fancy, inkling, hunch, theory, notion, impres- 
sion ©an idea of the cost estimate, estimation, 
approximation, guess, conjecture, rough calcu- 
lation, informal guesstimate 
ideal ►adjective Q ideal flying weather perfect, 
best possible, consummate, supreme, flawless, 
faultless, exemplary, classic, model, ultimate, 
quintessential ©an ideal concept abstract, 
theoretical, conceptual, notional; hypothetical, 
speculative, conjectural, suppositional ©an 
ideal world: unattainable, unachievable, imprac- 
ticable, unreal, fictitious, hypothetical, theoret- 
ical, ivory-towered, imaginary, idealized, Uto- 
pian, fairy-tale 

-opposites bad, concrete, real. 

► noun ©she tried to be his ideal perfection, para- 
gon, epitome, ne plus ultra, nonpareil, dream, 
informal one in a million, the tops, the bee’s 
knees ©an i deal to aim at model, pattern, ex- 
emplar. example, paradigm, archetype; yard- 
stick. © liberal ideals: principle, standard, value, 
belief, conviction, persuasion; (Ideals) morals, 
morality, ethics, ideology, creed. 


Idealist ► noun Utopian, visionary, fantasist, 
romantic, dreamer, daydreamer. Walter Mitty, 
Don Quixote, N Amer fantast 
-opposites realist 

Idealistic ► adjective Utopian, visionary, ro- 
mantic, quixotic, dreamy, unrealistic, impracti- 
cal 

idealize ► verb romanticize, be unrealistic 
about, look at something through rose-tinted 
spectacles, paint a rosy picture of. glamorize 

ideally ► adverb in a perfect world, preferably, 
if possible, for preference, by choice, as a mat- 
ter of choice, (much) rather, all things being 
equal, theoretically, hypothetically, in theory, 
in principle, on paper 

id6e fixe ► noun obsession, fixation, (consum- 
ing) passion, mama, compulsion, preoccupa- 
tion, infatuation, addiction, fetish, phobia, 
complex, neurosis, informal bee in one’s bonnet, 
hang-up, thing 

identical ►adjective ©Identical badges similar, 
(exactly) the same, indistinguishable, uniform, 
twin, interchangeable, undifferentiated, homo- 
geneous, of a piece, cut from the same cloth; 
alike, like, matching, like (two) peas in a pod, 
informal much of a muchness ©i used the identi- 
cal technique the (very) same, the selfsame, the 
veiy, one and the same, aforementioned, afore- 
said. aforenamed, above, above-stated, fore- 
going, preceding 
-opposites different 

identifiable ► adjective distinguishable, recog- 
nizable, known, noticeable, perceptible, dis- 
cernible. appreciable, detectable, observable, 
perceivable, visible, distinct, marked, conspicu- 
ous, unmistakable, clear 
-opposites unrecognizable. 

identification ► noun O the identification of 
the suspect recognition, singling out, pinpoint- 
ing, naming, discerning, distinguishing, informal 
fingering & early identification of problems de 
termination, establishment, ascertainment, dis- 
covery, diagnosis, divination, verification, con- 
firmation ©may I see your identification? ID. 
(identity/identification) papers, bona tides, 
documents, ci^dentials, ID card, identity card, 
pass, badge, warrant, licence, permit, passport 
© the identification of the party with high taxes: as 
sociation, link, linkage, connection, bracket- 
ing ©his identification with the music* empathy, 
rapport, unity, togetherness, bond, sympathy, 
understanding 

identify ► verb ©Gail identified her attacker 
recognize, single out. pick out, spot, point out, 
pinpoint, put one’s finger on, put a name to, 
name, know; discern, distinguish; remember, 
recall, recollect, informal finger ©I identified four 
problem areas: determine, establish, ascertain, 
make out, diagnose, discern, distinguish, ver- 
ify, confirm; Informal figure out, get a fix on. 
© we identify sport with glamour: associate, link, 
connect, relate, bracket, couple; mention in 
the same breath as, set side by side with 
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© Peter identifies with the hero empathize, be in 
tune, have a rapport, feel at one, sympathize, 
be on the same wavelength as, speak the same 
language as. understand, relate to, feel for 
Qthey identify him with this painter of the same 
name equate with, identify as, consider to be, 
regard as being the same as 

Identity ► noun ©the identity of the owner. 
name, specification ©she was afraid of losing her 
identity individuality, self, selfhood, personal- 
ity, character, originality, distinctiveness, sin- 
gularity, uniqueness ©a case of mistaken iden- 
tity identification, recognition, naming, sin- 
gling out Owe share an identity of interests con 
gruity, congruence, sameness, oneness, inter- 
changeability. likeness, uniformity, similarity, 
closeness, accordance, alignment 

Ideology ►noun beliefs, ideas, ideals, prin- 
ciples, ethics, morals, doctrine, creed, credo, 
teaching, theory, tenets, canon(s), conviction(s), 
persuasion 

Idiocy ► noun stupidity, folly, foolishness, fool- 
hardiness. madness, insanity, lunacy, silliness, 
brainlessness, thoughtlessness, senselessness, 
irresponsibility, imprudence, ineptitude, inan- 
ity, absurdity, ludicrousness, fatuousness, infor- 
mal craziness, Bnt informal daftness 
-opposites sense 

Idiom ►noun ©a rather dated idiom expres 
sion, phrase, turn of phrase, locution ©the 
poet’s idiom is terse language, mode of expres- 
sion, style, speech, locution, usage, phrase- 
ology, phrasing, vocabulary, parlance, jargon, 
patter, informal lingo 

Idiomatic ►adjective vernacular, colloquial, 
everyday, conversational, natural, grammatical, 
correct 

Idiosyncrasy ►noun peculiarity, oddity, ec- 
centricity, mannerism, quirk, whim, vagary, ca- 
price, kink, fetish, foible, crotchet, habit, char- 
acteristic. individuality, unconventionality, un- 
orthodoxy; archaic megnm. freak 

idiosyncratic ► adjective distinctive, individ- 
ual, individualistic, characteristic, peculiar, typ- 
ical, special, specific, unique, personal, eccen- 
tric, unconventional, irregular, anomalous, 
odd, quirky, queer, strange, weird, bizarre, 
freakish; informal freaky 

Idiot ► noun fool, ass, halfwit, blockhead, 
dunce, dolt, ignoramus, simpleton, informal 
dope, nmny, nincompoop, chump, dimwit, 
dumbo, dummy, loon, dork, jackass, bonehead, 
fathead, numbskull, dunderhead, thickhead, 
woodenhead, airhead, pinhead, lamebrain, cre- 
tin, moron, imbecile, pea-brain, birdbrain, jerk, 
nerd, donkey, Bnt informal nit, nitwit, twit, clot, 
plonker, berk, prat, pillock, wally, divvy, 
twerp, charhe. Scottish informal nyaff, balloon, N 
Amer informal schmuck, bozo, turkey, chowder- 
head, dingbat, Austral / NZ informal drongo, dill, 
alec, galah 
-opposites genius. 

Idiotic ►adjective stupid, silly, foolish, witless, 
brainless, mindless, thoughtless, unintelligent, 
imprudent, unwise, ill-advised, ill-considered, 
half-baked, foolhardy, absurd, senseless, point- 
less, nonsensical, inane, fatuous, ridiculous; in- 
formal dumb, dim, dim-witted, half-witted, 
dopey, gormless, harebrained, pea-brained, 
wooden-headed, thickheaded; Bnt informal 


barmy, daft, Scottish & N English mfonnal glaikit, N 
Amer informal dumb-ass 

Idle ►adjective ©an idle fellow lazy, indolent, 
slothful, work-shy, shiftless, inactive, sluggish, 
lethargic, listless, slack, lax, lackadaisical, 
good-for-nothing, informal bone idle ©I was 
bored with being idle unemployed, jobless, out of 
work, redundant, between jobs, workless, un- 
waged, unoccupied, Bnt informal on the dole, 
‘resting’ ©they left the machine idle inactive, 
unused, unoccupied, unemployed, disused, out 
of action, inoperative, out of service O their 
idle hours unoccupied, spare, empty, vacant, 
unfilled, available ©idle remarks frivolous, 
trivial, trifling, minor, petty, lightweight, shal- 
low, superficial, insignificant, unimportant, 
worthless, paltiy, niggling, peripheral, mane, 
fatuous, unnecessary, time-wasting ©idle 
threats empty, meaningless, pointless, worth- 
less. vain, insubstantial, futile, ineffective, inef- 
fectual, groundless, baseless 
-opposites industrious, employed, working, 
busy, senous 

► verb ©Lily idled on the window seat do nothing, 
be inactive, vegetate, take it easy, mark time, 
kick one's heels, twiddle one’s thumbs, kill 
time, languish, laze, lounge, loll, loaf, slouch. 
informal hang around, veg out, Bnt informal hang 
about; N Amar informal bum around, lollygag 
©Rob idled along the pavement saunter, stroll, 
dawdle, drift, potter, amble, maunder, wander, 
straggle, informal mosey, tootle, Bnt informal poo- 
tle, mooch ©he let the engine idle tick over 

idler ► noun loafer, layabout, good-for-nothing, 
ne’er-do-well, lounger, shirker, sluggard, informal 
skiver, waster, slacker, slowcoach, slob, lazy- 
bones, N Amer informal slowpoke, poetic I literary 
wastrel 

-opposites workaholic 

idol ► noun ©an idol in a shnne’ icon, effigy, 
statue, figure, figurine, fetish, totem, graven 
image, false god, golden calf ©the pop world’s 
latest idol hero, heroine, star, superstar, icon, 
celebrity, favourite, darling, informal pin-up, 
heart throb, golden boy/girl, Bnt informal blue- 
eyed boy /girl 

idolatry ►noun ©he preached against idolatry 
idol worship, fetishism, iconolatry, paganism, 
heathenism ©our idolatry of art idolization, 
fetishization, worship, adulation, adoration, 
reverence, glorification, liomzation, hero- 
worshipping 

idolize ► verb hero-worship, worship, revere, 
veneiate, deify, lionize, stand in awe of, rever- 
ence, look up to, admire, exalt, informal put on a 
pedestal 

idyll ► noun ©an idyll unspoilt by machines : per 
fect time, ideal time, moment of bliss, para- 
dise, heaven (on earth), Shangn-La, Utopia, 
poetic /literary Arcadia © the poem began as a two- 
part idyll pastoral, eclogue, georgic, rural 
poem 

idyllic ► adjectfw perfect, wonderful, blissful, 
halcyon, happy; ideal, idealized, heavenly, 
paradisal, Utopian. Elysian, peaceful, pictur- 
esque; poetic/ literary Arcadian 

If ► conjunction ©if the weather is fine, we can walk* 
on condition that, provided (that), providing 
(that), presuming (that), supposing (that), as- 
suming (that), as long as. given that, m the 
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event that. Qif I go out she gets nasty whenever, 
every time 01 wonder if he noticed whether, 
whether or not. ©a useful, if unintended innov- 
ation although, albeit, but, yet, whilst, even 
though, despite being 

► noun there is one if in all this * uncertainty, doubt, 
condition, stipulation, provision, proviso, con- 
straint, precondition, requirement, specifica- 
tion, restriction 

iffy ► adjective ( informal) ©the windscreen's a hit iffy, 
but it's a good car substandard, second-rate, 
low-grade, low-quality, doubtful, dubious, ques- 
tionable, informal not up to much, Bnt informal 
dodgy, ropy ©that date is a bit iffy tentative, 
undecided, unsettled, unsure, unresolved, in 
doubt, informal up in the air 

ignite ► verb © he got to safety : moments before the 
petrol ignited catch fire, burst into flames, be 
set off, explode ©a cigarette ignited the fumes 
light, set fire to, set on fire, set alight, kindle, 
touch off, informal set/put a match to © the cam- 
paign failed to ignite voter interest arouse, kindle, 
trigger, spark, instigate, excite, provoke, stimu- 
late, stir up, whip up. incite, fuel 
-opposites go out, extinguish 

ignoble ► adjective dishonourable, unworthy, 
base, shameful, contemptible, despicable, 
shabby, sordid, improper, unprincipled, dis- 
creditable 

ignominious ► adjective humiliating, undigni- 
fied. embarrassing, ignoble, inglorious 
-opposites glorious 

Ignominy ► noun shame, humiliation, embar- 
rassment, disgrace, dishonour, discredit, deg- 
radation, scandal, infamy, indignity, ignobility, 
loss of face 

Ignoramus ►noun fool, ass. halfwit, block- 
head, dunce, simpleton, informal dope, ninny, 
nincompoop, chump, dimwit, imbecile, moron, 
dumbo, dummy, fathead, numbskull, thick- 
head, woodenhead, airhead, birdbram, Bnt infor- 
mal mt, nitwit, twit, clot, plonker, berk, diwy, 
Scottish informal balloon, N Amer informal schmuck, 
bozo, turkey. Austral /NZ informal drongo 

ignorance ►noun ©his ignorance of economics 
incomprehension, unawareness, unconscious- 
ness, unfamilianty, inexperience, innocence, 
lack of knowledge, informal cluelessness, poetic / 
literary nescience © t heir attitudes are based on ig- 
norance lack of knowledge, lack of education, 
unenlightenment, benightedness, lack of intel- 
ligence, stupidity, foolishness, idiocy 
-opposites knowledge, education 

Ignorant ►adjective ©an ignorant country girl 
uneducated, unknowledgeable, untaught, un- 
schooled, untutored, untrained, illiterate, un- 
lettered, unlearned, unread, uninformed, unen- 
lightened, benighted, inexperienced, unworld- 
ly, unsophisticated, informal pig-ignorant, thick 
©they were ignorant of working-class life * without 
knowledge, unaware, unconscious, unfamiliar, 
unacquainted, uninformed, unenlightened, un- 
conversant, inexperienced, naive, innocent, 
green; informal in the dark, clueless; poetic /literary 
nescient 

-oppositbs educated, knowledgeable. 

Ignore ► verb ©he ignored the customers* disre 
gard, take no notice of. pay no attention to, 
pay no heed to; turn a blind eye to, turn a deaf 
ear to. ©he was ignored by the countess : snub, 


slight, spurn, shun, look right through, cold- 
shoulder, freeze out, Bnt send to Coventry, infor- 
mal give someone the brush-off, cut (dead), Bnt 
informal blank 0 doctors ignored her husband's in- 
structions set aside, pay no attention to, take 
no account of, break, contravene, fail to com- 
ply with, fail to observe, disregard, disobey, 
breach, defy, flout 
-opposites acknowledge, obey 

ilk ►noun type, sort, class, category, group, set, 
bracket, genre, vintage, make, model, brand, 
stamp, variety 

ill ►adjective ©she was feeling rather ill unwell, 
sick, not (very) well, ailing, poorly, sickly, 
peaky, indisposed, infirm, out of sorts, not one- 
self, under/below par, bad, in a bad way; bed- 
ridden, invalided, on the sick list, valetudinar- 
ian, queasy, nauseous, nauseated. Bnt off col- 
our. informal under the weather, laid up, lousy, 
rough, Bnt mfomial ropy, grotty. Austral /NZ informal 
crook, Bnt informal, dated queer © the ill effects of 
smoking harmful, damaging, detrimental, dele- 
terious, adverse, injurious, hurtful, destructive, 
pernicious, dangerous, unhealthy, unwhole- 
some, poisonous, noxious, poetic/ literary malefic, 
maleficent, nocuous, archaic baneful 0 ill feeling 
hostile, antagonistic, acrimonious, inimical, 
antipathetic, unfriendly, unsympathetic, re- 
sentful, spiteful, malicious, vindictive, malevo- 
lent, bitter ©an ill omen unlucky, adverse, un- 
favourable, unfortunate, unpropitious, inauspi- 
cious, unpromising, infelicitous, ominous, sin- 
ister, poetic/ literary direful QiU manners rude, 
discourteous, impolite, impertinent, insolent, 
impudent, uncivil, disrespectful, informal ignor- 
ant © ill management bad, poor, unsatisfactory, 
incompetent, deficient, defective, inexpert 
-opposites well, healthy, beneficial, auspi- 
cious. polite 

► noun © the ills of society problems, troubles, dif- 
ficulties, misfortunes, trials, tribulations, wor- 
ries, anxieties, concerns; mfomial headaches, has- 
sles ©he wished them no ill harm, hurt, injury, 
damage, pain, trouble, misfortune, suffering, 
distress ©the body’s ills illnesses, ailments, 
disorders, complaints, afflictions, sicknesses, 
diseases, maladies, infirmities 

► adverb © such behaviour ill became the king poor 
ly, badly, imperfectly ©the look on her face 
boded ill unfavourably, adversely, badly, inaus- 
picious ly ©he can til afford the loss of income 
barely, scarcely, hardly, only just, just pos- 
sibly © things are going ill* badly, adversely, un- 
successfully. unfavourably, unfortunately, un- 
luckily, inauspiciously 0we are ill prepared * in- 
adequately, unsatisfactorily, insufficiently, im- 
perfectly, poorly, badly 

-opposites well, auspiciously, satisfactorily 

■ III at ease awkward, uneasy, uncomfortable, 
embarrassed, self-conscious, out of place, in- 
hibited. gauche, restless, restive, fidgety, dis- 
comfited, womed. anxious, on edge, edgy, ner- 
vous, tense; infernal twitchy, jittery; N Amer infor- 
mal discombobulated, antsy 

■ speak ill of denigrate, disparage, criticize, 
be critical of, speak badly of, be malicious 
about, blacken the name of, run down, insult, 
abuse, attack, revile, malign, vilify; N Amer 
slur; informal bad-mouth, bitch about, pull to 
pieces; Bnt informal rubbish, slate, slag off; formal 
derogate; rare asperse 
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Ill-advised ► adjective unwise, injudicious, 
misguided, imprudent, ill-considered, lll- 
judged; foolhardy, hare-brained, rash, reckless, 
informal crazy, crackpot 
-OPPOSITES judicious 

Ill-assorted ► adjective mismatched, incongru' 

ous, ill-matched, incompatible, dissimilar, un- 
alike, varied, disparate 

Ill-bred ► adjective ill-mannered, bad- 
mannered. rude, impolite, discourteous, un- 
civil. boorish, churlish, loutish, vulgar, coarse, 
trass, uncouth, uncivilized, ungentlemanly. in- 
decorous, unseemly, informal ignorant, Bnt infor- 
mal yobbish 

Ill-Considered ► adjective RASH, ill-advised, 
ill-judged, injudicious, imprudent, unwise, 
hasty, misjudged, ill-conceived, badly thought 

out, hare-brained, poetic} literary temerarious 
-OPPOSITES judicious 

Ill-defined ► adjective vague, indistinct, un- 
clear, imprecise, blurred, fuzzy, hazy, woolly 
Ill-disposed * adjective hostile, antagonistic, 
unfriendly, unsympathetic, antipathetic, inimi- 
cal, unfavourable, averse, at odds, informal anti 
-opposites friendly 

Illegal ► adjective unlawful, illicit, illegitimate, 
criminal, felonious, unlicensed, unauthorized, 
unsanctioned; outlawed, banned, forbidden, 
prohibited, proscribed, contraband, black- 
market, bootleg. Law malfeasant, informal 
crooked, shady, Bnt informal bent, dodgy 
-opposites lawful, legitimate 
illegible ► adjective unreadable, indecipher- 
able. unintelligible, scrawled, scribbled, 
crabbed 

illegitimate ► adjective O illegitimate share 
trading illegal, unlawful, illicit, criminal, fe- 
lonious, unlicensed, unauthonzed, unsanc- 
tioned, prohibited, outlawed, banned, forbid- 
den, proscribed, fraudulent, corrupt, dishonest, 
Law malfeasant, informal crooked, shady, Bnt mfor 
mal bent, dodgy, ©an illegitimate child born out 
of wedlock, dated bom on the wrong side of 
the blanket, unfathered, archaic bastard, nat- 
ural. misbegotten, basebom, nameless, spuri- 
ous 

-opposites legal, lawful 

Ill-fated ►adjective doomed, blighted, damned, 
cursed, ill-starred, jinxed, poetic/ literary star- 
crossed 

Ill-favoured ►adjective unattractive, plain, 
ugly; N Amer homely, informal not much to look 
at. Austral /NZ informal drack 
-opposites attractive 

Ill-founded ►adjective baseless, groundless, 
without foundation, unjustified; questionable, 
misinformed, misguided 

III humour ►noun bad mood, bad temper, ir- 
ritability, irascibility, cantankerousness, petu- 
lance, peevishness, pettishness, pique, crabbi- 
ness, testiness, tetchmess, fractiousness, snap- 
pishness, waspishness, touchiness, moodiness, 
sullenness, sulkiness, surliness, annoyance, 
anger, crossness 

Ill-humoured ► adjective bad-tempered, ill- 
tempered, short-tempered, in a (bad) mood, 
cross, irritable, irascible, tetchy, testy, crot- 
chety, touchy, cantankerous, curmudgeonly, 
peevish, fractious, waspish, pnckly, pettish, 


grumpy, grouchy, crabbed, crabby, splenetic, 
dyspeptic, choleric, informal snappish, snappy, 
chippy, on a short fuse, Bnt informal shirty, 
stroppy, ratty, like a bear with a sore head. N 
Amer mfonnal cranky, ornery, peckish, Austral I NZ 
informal snaky, informal, dated waxy, miffy 
-opposites amiable 

illiberal ►adjective intolerant, conservative, 
unenlightened, reactionary, undemocratic, au- 
thoritarian, repressive, totalitarian, despotic, 
tyrannical, oppressive 

illicit ►adjective Q illicit drugs illegal, unlaw- 
ful. illegitimate, criminal, felonious, outlawed, 
banned, forbidden, prohibited, proscribed, un- 
licensed, unauthonzed, unsanctioned, contra- 
band, black-market, bootleg, Law malfeasant 
©an illicit love affair taboo, forbidden, imper- 
missible, unacceptable, tapu, haram, secret, 
clandestine 

-opposites lawful, legal 

Illimitable ► adjective limitless, unlimited, un- 
bounded, endless, unending, never-ending, in- 
finite, immeasurable 

Illiteracy ►noun Q illiteracy was widespread il 
literateness, inability to read or wnte ©eco- 
nomic illiteracy’ ignorance, unawareness, inex- 
perience, unenlightenment. lack of know- 
ledge/education, poetic /literary nescience 

illiterate ►adjective ©an illiterate peasant un 
able to read or write, unlettered © politically 
illiterate ignorant, unknowledgeable, unedu- 
cated, unschooled, untutored, untrained, unin- 
structed, uninformed; poetic/ literary nescient 

ill-judged ►adjective ill-considered, unwise, 

1 11-thought-out, imprudent, incautious, injudi- 
cious, misguided, ill-advised, impolitic, inex- 
pedient; rash, hasty, thoughtless, careless, reck- 
less 

-opposites judicious 

Ill-mannered ►adjective bad-mannered, dis- 
courteous, rude, impolite, uncivil, abusive, in- 

• solent, impertinent, impudent, cheeky, pre- 
sumptuous. disrespectful, badly behaved, lll- 
behaved, loutish, oafish, uncouth, uncivilized, 
ill-bred, informal ignorant 
-opposites polite 

ill-natured ►adjective mean, nasty, spiteful, 
malicious, disagreeable, ill-tempered, bad- 
tempered. moody, irritable, irascible, surly, sul- 
len, peevish, petulant, fractious, crabbed, 
crabby, tetchy, testy, grouchy 

illness ► noun sickness, disease, ailment, com- 
plaint, malady, affliction, infection, indispos- 
ition; ill health, poor health, infirmity, informal 
bug, virus, Bnt informal lurgy. Austral informal wog, 
dated contagion. See lists 
-related terms -pathy. 

-opposites good health 

illogical ► adjective irrational, unreasonable, 
unsound, unreasoned, unjustifiable, incorrect, 
erroneous, invalid, spunous, faulty, flawed, fal- 
lacious, unscientific, specious, sophistic, casuis- 
tic; absurd, preposterous, untenable; informal off 
beam, way out. 

Ill-Starred ►adjective ill-fated, doomed, ill- 
omened, blighted, damned, cursed, jinxed: un- 
lucky, luckless, unfortunate, hapless, poetic/ 
literary star-crossed. 

-opposites blessed. 
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Physical Illnesses and Medical Conditions 


achondroplasia 
acidosis 
acromegaly 
Addison's disease 
agranulocytosis 
Aids (acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome) 
ainhum 
alopeda 

altitude sickness 
Alzheimer's disease 
amaurosis 
amoebiasis 
anaemia 

Angelman’s syndrome 
angina 

ankylosing spondylitis 

ankylosis 

anthrax 

aplastic anaemia 
appendicitis 
arc eye 

arteriosclerosis 

arteritis 

arthritis 

asbestosis 

ascariasis 

ascites 

aspergillosis 

asthma 

asthenia 

ataxia 

atheroma 

atherosclerosis 

athetosis 

athlete's foot 

avitaminosis 

bartholinitis 

Bell's palsy 

the bends 

beriberi 

berylliosis 

bilharzia 

bird fancier's lung 

black lung 

blackwater fever 

blastomycosis 

Bornholm disease 

botulism 

Bright's disease 

bronchitis 

bronchopneumonia 

brucellosis 

bubonic plague 

Buerger's disease 

Burkitt's lymphoma 

byssinosls 

cachexia 

cancer 

candidiasis 

cardiomyopathy 

carditis 

carpal tunnel syndrome 
cataract 

cat scratch fever 
cerebral palsy 
Chagas' disease 
chkkenpox 
cbfamgutya 


chloracne 

chlorosis 

cholera 

chorea 

Christmas disease 
chronic fatigue 
syndrome 
dguaterra 
cirrhosis 
coeliac disease 
colic 

coloboma 
common cold 
coronary heart disease 
cor pulmonale 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease (CJD) 

Crohn's disease 
croup 

cryptococcosis 

cryptosporidiosis 

Cushing’s disease 

Cushing's syndrome 

cyanosis 

cystic fibrosis 

cystitis 

decompression sickness 
dengue 
dermatitis 
diabetes 
diphtheria 
diverticular disease 
diverticulitis 
double pneumonia 
Down's syndrome 
Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy (DMD) 
Dupuytren's contracture 
dysentery 
Eboia fever 
eclampsia 
eczema 
elephantiasis 
emphysema 
empyema 
encephalitis 
encephalopathy 
endocarditis 
endometriosis 
endometritis 
enteritis 
enteropathy 
epidermolysis 
epHepsy 
ergotism 
erysipelas 
falciparum 
fasdoliasis 
fibrositis 
filariasls 
fluorosis 
flu 

food poisoning 
fragile X syndrome 
frozen shoulder 
full-blown Aids 
gangrene 
gastritis 
gastroenteritis 


Gaucher's disease 

German measles 

giardiasis 

gigantism 

glandular fever 

glaucoma 

glue ear 

glycosuria 

goitre 

gonorrhoea 

gout 

Graves’ disease 

GuHlain-Barfe syndrome 

Gulf War syndrome 

haemophilia 

Hansen's disease 

Hashimoto's disease 

hay fever 

heat stroke 

helminthiasis 

hepatitis 

hernia 

herpes 

Hirschsprung's disease 

histoplasmosis 

hives 

Hodgkin's disease 

hookworm 

Homer’s syndrome 

Huntington's chorea 

Hurler's syndrome 

hydramnios 

hydrocephalus 

hyperglycaemia 

hypertension 

hyperthyroidism 

hypogtycaemla 

hypothermia 

hypothryroldlsm 

hypoxia 

ichthyosis 

impetigo 

influenza 

insulftls 

Irritable bowel syndrome 
(IBS) 
jaundice 
kala-azar 
Kaposi's sarcoma 
Kawasaki disease 
ketosis 

Klinefelter's syndrome 

kuru * 

kwashiorkor 

kyphosis 

laryngitis 

lassa fever 

iathyrism 

legionnaires' disease 

leishmaniasis 

leprosy 

leptospirosis 

Lesch-Nyhan syndrome 

leukaemia 

lipidosis 

listeriosis 

locomotor ataxia 

foMt 

lordosis 


Lou Gehrig’s disease 
lupus 

Lyme disease 
maiaria 

Marburg disease 
Marfan's syndrome 
measles 

M6ni&re’s disease 
meningitis 
Minamata disease 
mononeudeosls 
motor neurone disease 
mountain sickness 
multiple sclerosis (MS) 
mumps 

muscular dystrophy 
myalgk encephalitis 
(ME) 

myasthenia gravis 
mycetoma 
mycosis 
myelopathy 
myxoedema 
narcolepsy 
necrotizing fasciitis 
nephrosis 
neurofibromatosis 
neuropathy 
non-specific urethritis 
(NSU) 
oedema 
oriental sore 
osteoarthritis 
osteoporosis 
otosclerosis 
Paget's disease 
paratyphoid 
paresis 

Parkinson's disease 
Patau's syndrome 
pellagra 

pelvic inflammatory 
disease (PIO) 
pemphigus 
peritonitis 
pernicious anaemia 
pertussis 

Peyronie's disease 

phenylketonuria (PKU) 

phlebitis 

Pick's disease 

pityriasis 

plague 

pleurisy 

pleuropneumonia 

pneumoconiosis 

pneumonia 

podagra 

poliomyelitis 

polyposis 

Pontiac fever 

porphyria 

Prader-Wttfi syndrome 
prickly heat 
prurigo 
psittacosis 
psoriasis 

puerperal fever T 
0 fever 
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Physical Illnesses and Medical Conditions (cont.) 


quinsy 

rabies 

radiation sickness 
rat-bite fever 
Raynaud's disease 
Reiter's syndrome 
repetitive strain injury 
(KSI) 

retinitis pigmentosa 

retinopathy 

Reye's syndrome 

rheumatic fever 

rheumatism 

rheumatoid arthritis 

rickets 

ringworm 

river blindness 

rubella 

St Vitus's dance 
salmonella 

Sanfilippo’s syndrome 

sarcoidosis 

scabies 

scarlet fever 

schizophrenia 

sciatica 


scleroderma 

sclerosis 

scoliosis 

scrofula 

scrub typhus 

scurvy 

septicaemia 

shingles 

sick building syndrome 
(SBS) 

sickle-cell anaemia 

silicosis 

sinusitis 

Sjdgren's syndrome 

sleeping sickness 

sleepy sickness 

smallpox 

spina bifida 

spondylosis 

spotted fever 

sprue 

steatosis 

stenosis 

strabismus 

strangury 

sunstroke 


sudden infant death 
syndrome (SIDS) 
sweating sickness 
Sydenham's chorea 
syphilis 
syringomyelia 
Tay-Sachs disease 
tenosynovitis 
tetanus 
tetany 
thalassaemia 
thrombosis 
thrush 
tonsillitis 
torticollis 

Tourette’s syndrome 
toxaemia 

toxic shock syndrome 
(TSS) 

toxocariasis 

toxoplasmosis 

trachoma 

trench fever 

trench foot 

trichinosis 

trichomoniasis 


trigeminal neuralgia 
trisomy 

trypanosomiasis 
tuberculosis 
Turner's syndrome 
typhoid 
typhus 

undulant fever 
urolithiasis 
urticaria 
vaginismus 

variant Creutzfeld-Jacob 
disease (vCJD) 
venereal disease 
vitiligo 

von Recklinghausen's 
disease 

von Wlllebrand's disease 
Weil's disease 
Werner's syndrome 
Wernicke's syndrome 
whooping cough 
wryneck 
xeroderma 
yaws 

yellow fever 


Psychological Illnesses and 
Conditions 

See also phobia. 


anorexia nervosa 
Asperger's syndrome 
attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) 
autism 

bulimia nervosa 
catatonia 
combat fatigue 
dementia 
clinical depression 
dysphoria 
dysthymia 
eating disorder 
erotomania 
false memory 
syndrome 
gender dysphoria 
hebephrenia 
hyperactivity 
hyperkinests 
hypomanta 
Korsakoff s syndrome 
mank depression 


megalomania 
multiple personality 
disorder 
Munchausen's 
syndrome 
Munchausen's 
syndrome by proxy 
obsessive-compulsive 
disorder 
panic disorder 
paramnesia 
paranoia 
paraphilia 
pica 

post-natal depression 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSO) 
psychosis 
schlzo-affective 
disorder 
schizophrenia 
seasonal affective 
disorder (SAD) 
shell shock 


III temper ► noun BAD mood, lmtation, vex- 
ation, exasperation, indignation, huff, moodi- 
ness, pet, pique; anger, crossness, bad temper, 
irritability, irascibility, peevishness, tetchiness, 
testiness, informal grump, Brit informal paddy, 
strop, N Amer informal blowout, hissy fit, Brit infor- 
mal, dated bate. wax. 

Ill-tempered ► adjective bad-tempered, short- 
tempered. ill-humoured, moody; in a (bad) 
mood, cross, irritable, irascible, tetchy, testy, 
crotchety, touchy, cantankerous, curmudgeon- 


ly, peevish, fractious, waspish, pnckly, pettish, 
grumpy, grouchy, crabbed, crabby, splenetic, 
dyspeptic, choleric, informal snappish, snappy, 
chippy, on a short fuse, Bnt informal shirty, 
stroppy, ratty, N Amer informal cranky, ornery, 
peckish, Austral /NZ informal snaky, informal, dated 
waxy, miffy 

fll-tlmed ► adjective untimely, mistimed, badly 
timed, premature, early, hasty, inopportune 
-opposites timely 

ill-treat ►verb abuse, mistreat, maltreat, ill- 
use, misuse, manhandle, handle roughly, mo- 
lest, harm, injure, damage, informal knock 
about/around 
-opposites pamper 

ill-treatment ► noun abuse, mistreatment, 
maltreatment, ill use, ill usage, misuse, man- 
handling, rough treatment 

Illuminate ►verb Q the bundle was illuminated 
by the torch’ light (up), throw light on, brighten, 
shine on, poetic/ literary illumine ©the manu- 
scripts were illuminated decorate, illustrate, em- 
bellish, adorn, ornament © documents often illu- 
minate people's thought processes • clarify, eluci- 
date, explain, reveal, shed light on, give insight 
into 

-opposites darken, conceal. 

illuminating ► adjective informative, enlight- 
ening, revealing, explanatory, instructive, help- 
ful, educational. 

Illumination ►noun Qa floodlamp provided il- 
lumination. light, lighting, radiance, gleam, 
glow, glare; shining, gleaming, glowing; poetic/ 
literary illumining, irradiance. lucency, lam- 
bency, effulgence, refulgence, ©the illumination 
of a manuscript : decoration, illustration, embel- 
lishment. adornment, ornamentation. © these 
books give illumination on the subject: clarifica- 
tion, elucidation, explanation, revelation, expli- 
cation. © moments of real illumination: enlighten- 
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ment, insight, understanding, awareness, learn- 
ing, education, formal edification 

illusion ► noun Qhe had destroyed her illustons 
delusion, misapprehension, misconception, 
false impression, fantasy, fancy, dream, chi- 
mera © the lighting increases the illusion of depth 
appearance, impression, semblance ©ft's just 
an illusion ■ mirage, hallucination, appantion, 
figment of the imagination, trick of the light 
© magical illustons (magic) trick, conjuring 
tnck. (illusions) magic, conjuring, sleight of 
hand, legerdemain 

illusory ► adjective delusory, delusive, lllu- 
sionary, imagined, imaginary, fanciful, fancied, 
unreal, sham, false, fallacious, fake, bogus, 
mistaken, erroneous, misguided, untrue 
-opposites genuine 

illustrate ► verb Qthe photographs that illustrate 
the book decorate, adorn, ornament, accom- 
pany, add pictures/drawings to. provide art- 
work for ©this can be illustrated through a brief 
example explain, elucidate, clarify, make plain, 
demonstrate, show, emphasize, informal get 
across/over © his wit was illustrated by his remark 
to Lucy exemplify, show, demonstrate, display, 
represent 

illustrated ► adjective WITH ILLUSTRATIONS, 
with pictures, with drawings, pictorial 

Illustration ► noun Qthe illustrations in 
children’s books picture, drawing, sketch, figure, 
plate, pnnt 0 by way of illustration exemplifica 
tion, demonstration, showing, example, typical 
case, case in point, analogy ©a career in illus- 
tration artwork, (graphic) design, ornamenta- 
tion, decoration, embellishment 

Illustrative ► adjective exemplifying, explana- 
tory, elucidatory, elucidative, explicative, ex- 
positor, illuminative, exegetic 

illustrious ► adjective eminent, distinguished, 
acclaimed, notable, noteworthy, prominent, 
pre-eminent, foremost, leading, important, in- 
fluential, renowned, famous, famed, well 
known, celebrated, esteemed, honoured, re- 
spected, venerable, august, highly regarded, 
well thought of, of distinction 
-opposites unknown 

ill will ► noun animosity, hostility, enmity, acri- 
mony, animus, hatred, hate, loathing, antip- 
athy, ill feeling, bad blood, antagonism, un- 
friendliness, dislike, spite, spitefulness, resent- 
ment, hard feelings, bitterness, archaic disrehsh 
-opposites goodwill 

Image ►noun Qan image of the Madonna like 
ness, resemblance, depiction, portrayal, repre- 
sentation, statue, statuette, sculpture, bust, ef- 
figy, painting, picture, portrait, drawing, 
sketch. 0t mages of the planet Neptune, picture, 
photograph, snapshot, photo ©he contemplated 
his image in the mirror reflection, mirror 
image, likeness Qthe image of this country as 
democratic, conception, impression, idea, per- 
ception, notion, mental picture, vision. 0 bib- 
lical images: simile, metaphor, metonymy; figure 
of speech, trope, turn of phrase, ©hfs heart- 
throb image, public perception, persona, profile, 
face, front, facade, mask, guise. QJ’m the image 
of my grandfather: double, living image, look- 
alike, clone, copy, twin, duplicate, exact like- 
ness, mirror-image; Informal spitting image, dead 


ringer; archaic similitude ©a graven image ■ idol, 
icon, fetish, totem 

-RELATED TERMS lCOnO- 

► verb she imaged imposing castles envisage, envi- 
sion, imagine, picture, see m one’s mind’s eye 

Imaginable ► adjective thinkable, conceivable, 
supposable, believable, credible, creditable, 
possible, plausible, feasible, rare cogitable 

imaginary ► adjective unreal, non-existent, 
fictional, fictitious, pretend, make-believe, 
mythical, fabulous, fanciful, illusory, made-up, 
dreamed-up, invented, fancied, archaic visionary 
-opposites real 

imagination ►noun Qa vivid imagination 
creative power, fancy, informal mind’s eye 
©you need imagination tn dealing with these prob- 
lems creativity, imaginativeness, creativeness, 
vision, inspiration, inventiveness, invention, re- 
sourcefulness, ingenuity, originality, innov- 
ation, innovativeness ©the album captured the 
public's imagination interest, fascination, atten- 
tion, passion, curiosity 

Imaginative ►adjective creative, visionaiy, 
inspired, inventive, resourceful, ingenious, ori- 
ginal, innovative, innovatory, unorthodox, un- 
conventional, fanciful, whimsical 

imagine ►verb Oone ran imagine the cloud- 
capped castle visualize, envisage, envision, pic- 
ture, see in the mind’s eye, dream up, think 
up/of, conceive ©I imagine he was at home as 
sume, presume, expect, take it (as read), pre- 
suppose. suppose, think (it likely), dare say. 
surmise, believe, be of the view, N Amer figure. 
informal guess, reckon, formal opine 

imbalance ►noun disparity, variance, vari- 
ation, polarity, contrast, lack of harmony, gulf, 
breach, gap 

imbed ► verb. See embed 

imbibe ► verb ( formal) 0 they'd imbibed too much 
whisky drink, consume, quaff, guzzle, gulp 
(down), informal knock back, down, sink ©he 
had imbibed liberally drink (alcohol), take 
strong dnnk, tipple, informal booze, knock a few 
back, N Amer informal bend one’s elbow, archaic 
tope © tmbibing local history assimilate, absorb, 
soak up. take in, dnnk in, learn, acquire, 
grasp, pick up, familiarize oneself with 

imbroglio ►noun Qa political imbroglio com 
plicated situation, complication, problem, dif- 
ficulty, predicament, trouble, confusion, en- 
tanglement, muddle, mess, informal bind, jam, 
pickle, fix, comer, hole © {archaic) an imbroglio 
of papers jumble, muddle, mess, clutter, hotch- 
potch, mishmash, N Amer hodgepodge 

imbue ►verb permeate, saturate, diffuse, suf- 
fuse, pervade, impregnate, inject, inculcate, in- 
grain, inspire; fill 

imitate ► verb © other artists have imitated his 
style emulate, copy, model oneself on, follow, 
echo, parrot, informal rip off ©he imitated Win- 
ston Churchill : mimic, do an impression of, imper- 
sonate, ape, parody, caricature, burlesque, trav- 
esty, informal take off, send up, N Amer informal 
make like; formal personate, archaic monkey, 
e the tombs imitated houses: resemble, look like, 
be like, echo, mirror; bring to mind, remind 
one of. 

imitation ►noun Qan imitation of a sailor's 
hat. copy, simulation, reproduction, replica 
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©learning by imitation emulation, copying, 
echoing, parroting © a perfect imitation of Fran - 
cis impersonation, impression, parody, mock- 
ery, caricature, burlesque, travesty, lampoon, 
pastiche; mimicry, mimicking, imitating, 
aping, informal send-up, take-off, spoof 
► adjective imitation ivory artificial, synthetic, 
simulated, man-made, manufactured, ersatz, 
substitute, mock, sham, fake, bogus, informal 
pseudo, phoney 
-opposites real, genuine 

Imitative ► adjective Q imitative crime similar, 
like, mimicking, informal copycat ©I found the 
film empty and imitative derivative, unoriginal, 
unimaginative, uninspired, plagiarized, plagiar- 
ists, clichfcd, hackneyed, stale, trite, banal, in- 
formal cnbbed, old hat ©imitative words ono 
matopoeic, echoic 

imitator ► noun Q the show’s success has sparked 
off many imitators copier, copyist, emulator, fol- 
lower, mimic, plagiarist, ape, parrot, informal 
copycat ©an Elvis imitator impersonator, im- 
pressionist, mimicker, parodist, caricaturist, 
lampooner 

immaculate ► adjective O an immaculate white 
shirt clean, spotless, pristine, unsoiled, un- 
stained, unsullied, shining, shiny, gleaming, 
neat, tidy, spick and span, informal squeaky 
clean © immaculate condition perfect, pnstine, 
mint, flawless, faultless, unblemished, un- 
spoiled, undamaged, excellent, impeccable, in- 
formal tip-top, A1 ©his Immaculate record un 
blemished, spotless, impeccable, unsullied, un- 
defiled, untarnished, stainless, informal squeaky 
clean 

-opposites dirty, damaged 

Immanent ► adjective o the protection of liber- 
ties immanent in the constitution inherent, intrin- 
sic, innate, latent, essential, fundamental, 
basic ©God is immanent in Hts creation perva- 
sive. pervading, permeating, omnipresent 

immaterial ► adjective Q the difference in our 
ages was immaterial irrelevant, unimportant, 
inconsequential, insignificant, of no matter/ 
moment, of little account, beside the point, 
neither here nor there © the immaterial soul in 
tangible, incorporeal, bodiless, disembodied, 
impalpable, ethereal, insubstantial, spiritual, 
unearthly, supernatural 
-opposites significant, physical 

Immature ► adjective O an immature Stilton un 
ripe, not mature, unmellowed; undeveloped, 
unformed, unfinished, ©an extremely immature 
girl' childish, babyish, infantile, juvenile, puer- 
ile, jejune, callow, green, inexpenenced, un- 
sophisticated, unworldly, naive; informal wet be- 
hind the ears 
-opposites npe 

Immeasurable * adjective incalculable, in- 
estimable, innumerable, untold, limitless, 
boundless, unbounded, unlimited, illimitable, 
infinite, never-ending, interminable, endless, 
inexhaustible; vast, immense, great, abundant; 
informal no end of; poetic /literary mynad 

Immediate ►adjective ©the UN called for im- 
mediate action: instant, instantaneous, prompt, 
swift, speedy, rapid, quick, expeditious; sud- 
den, humed, hasty, precipitate; informal snappy, 
poetic/ literary rathe. Q their immediate concerns: 
current, present, existing, actual; urgent, 


pressing © the immediate past recent, not long 
past, just gone, occurring recently Qour imme- 
diate neighbours' nearest, near, close, closest, 
next-door, adjacent, adjoining ©the immediate 
cause of death' direct, primary 
-opposites delayed, distant 

immadlately ►adverb ©it was necessary to 
make a decision immediately straight away, at 
once, right away, mstantly, now, directly, 
promptly, forthwith, this/that (veiy) minute, 
this/that instant, there and then, here and 
now, without delay, without further ado, post- 
haste quickly, as fast as possible, speedily, as 
soon as possible, a s a p , informal pronto, m 
double-quick time, pretty damn quick, p d q , 
toot sweet, archaic instanter, forthright ©I sat 
immediately behind him directly, nght, exactly, 
precisely, squarely, just, dead, informal slap bang, 
N Amer informal smack dab 

immemorial ►adjective ancient, (very) old. 
age-old. antediluvian, timeless, archaic, long- 
standing, time-worn, time-honoured, tradition- 
al, poetic/ literary of yore 

Immense ► adjective huge, vast, massive, enor- 
mous, gigantic, colossal, great, very large/big, 
monumental, towering, tremendous, giant, ele- 
phantine. monstrous, mammoth, titanic, king- 
sized, informal mega, monster, whopping (great), 
thumping (great), humongous, jumbo, Bnt infor- 
mal whacking (great), gmormous 
-opposites tiny 

immensely ► adverb extremely, very, exceed- 
ingly, exceptionally, extraordinarily, tremen- 
dously. hugely, singularly, distinctly, outstand- 
ingly, uncommonly, unusually, decidedly, par- 
ticularly. eminently, supremely, highly, re- 
markably, really, truly, mightily, thoroughly, m 
the extreme, informal terrifically, awfully, fear- 
fully, tembly, devilishly, seriously, mega, 
damn, damned, Bnt informal ever so, well, 
bloody, hellish, dead, jolly, N Amer informal real, 
mighty, powerful, awful, darned, informal, dated 
. devilish, frightfully, archaic exceeding 
-opposites slightly 

immerse ►verb © litmus paper turns red on 
being immersed in acid submerge, dip, dunk, 
duck, sink, soak, drench, saturate, wet Qnew 
Christians were immersed in the river baptize, 
christen; informal, dated dip, rare lustrate. 0 Elliot 
was immersed in his work, absorb, engross, oc- 
cupy, engage, involve, bury; busy, employ, pre- 
occupy, informal lose oneself in. 

immigrant ► noun newcomer, settler, in- 
comer. migrant, emigrant, non-native, foreign- 
er, alien 

-opposites native. 

Imminent ►adjective impending, close (at 
hand), near, (fast) approaching, coming, forth- 
coming, on the way, in the offing, m the pipe- 
line, on the horizon, m the air/wind, expected, 
anticipated, brewing, looming; informal on the 
cards 

immobile ►adjective ©she sat immobile for a 
long time: motionless, without moving, still, 
stock-still, static, stationary; rooted to the spot, 
rigid, frozen, transfixed, like a statue, not mov- 
ing a muscle, ©she dreaded being immobile: un 
able to move, immobilized; paralysed, crippled 
••opposites moving. 
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Immobilize ► verb PUT out of action, disable, 
make inoperative, inactivate, deactivate, para- 
lyse, cnpple, bring to a standstill, halt, stop, 
clamp, wheel-clamp 

immoderate ► adjective excessive, heavy, in- 
temperate, unrestrained, unrestricted, uncon- 
trolled, unlimited, unbndled, uncurbed, over- 
indulgent, imprudent, reckless, undue, inordin- 
ate, unreasonable, unjustified, unwarranted, 
uncalled for, outrageous, extravagant, lavish, 
prodigal, profligate 

immodest ► adjective indecorous, improper, 
indecent, indelicate, immoral, forward, bold, 
brazen, impudent, shameless, loose, wanton, in- 
formal fresh, cheeky, saucy 

immolate ► verb sacrifice, cffer up, kill, 
slaughter, burn 

immoral ► adjective unethical, bad, morally 
wrong, wrongful, wicked, evil, unprincipled, 
unscrupulous, dishonourable, dishonest, un- 
conscionable, iniquitous, disreputable, corrupt, 
depraved, vile, villainous, nefarious, base, mis- 
creant, sinful, impure, unchaste, unvirtuous, 
shameless, degenerate, debauched, dissolute, 
reprobate, lewd, licentious, wanton, promiscu- 
ous. informal shady, low-down, Bnt informal dodgy, 
crooked 

-opposites ethical, chaste 

immorality ► noun wickedness, immoral be- 
haviour. badness, evil, vileness, corruption, dis- 
honesty, dishonourableness, sinfulness, unchas- 
tity, sin, depravity, vice, degeneracy, debauch- 
ery, dissolution, perversion, lewdness, wanton- 
ness, promiscuity, informal shadiness. Bnt informal 
crookedness, formal turpitude 

immortal * adjective O our souls are immortal 
undying, deathless, eternal, everlasting, nevei- 
ending, endless, lasting, enduring, imperish- 
able. indestructible, inextinguishable, immut- 
able 0un immortal children’s classic timeless, 
perennial, classic, time-honoured, enduring, 
famous, famed, renowned, great, eminent, out- 
standing, acclaimed, celebrated 
► noun Q Greek temples of the immortals god, god 
dess, deity, divine being, supreme being, divin- 
ity Qone of the immortals of soccer great, hero, 
Olympian 

immortality ►noun Qthe immortality of the 
gods eternal life, everlasting life, deathless- 
ness, indestructibility, imperishability 0the 
hook has achieved immortality timelessness, le- 
gendary status, lasting fame/renown 

immortalize ► verb commemorate, memorial- 
ize, eternalize, celebrate, eulogize, pay tribute 
to. honour, salute, exalt, glorify, poetic /literary 
eternize. 

Immovable ► adjective Qlock your bike to some- 
thing immovable fixed, secure, stable, moored, 
anchored, braced, set firm, set fast, stuck, 
jammed, stiff, unbudgeable. Qhe sat immovable: 
motionless, unmoving, stationary, still, stock- 
still, not moving a muscle, rooted to the spot, 
transfixed, paralysed, frozen ©she was immov- 
able in her loyalties, steadfast, unwavering, un- 
swerving, resolute, determined, firm, unshake- 
able, unfailing, dogged, tenacious, inflexible, 
unyielding, unbending, uncompromising, iron- 
willed; N Amer rock-nbbed. 

-opposites mobile, moving 


immune ► adjective resistant, not subject, not 
liable, unsusceptible, not vulnerable, protected 
from, safe from, secure against, not in danger 
of. 

-opposites susceptible 

immunity ► noun Q an immunity to malaria re 
sistance, non-susceptibility, ability to fight off, 
protection against, defences against, immun- 
ization against, inoculation against Qimmunity 
from prosecution exemption, exception, freedom, 
release, dispensation, informal a let-off Q diplo- 
matic immunity indemnity, privilege, preroga- 
tive, right, liberty, licence, legal exemption, 
impunity, protection 

immunize ►verb vaccinate, inoculate, inject, 
protect from, safeguard against, informal give 
someone a jab/shot 

immure ►verb confine, intern, shut up, lock 
up, incarcerate, imprison, jail, put behind bars, 
put under lock and key, hold captive, hold 
prisoner, detain, hold 

immutable ►adjective fixed, set, rigid, inflex- 
ible, permanent, established, unchanging, un- 
changed, unvarying, unvaried, static, constant, 
lasting, enduring 
-opposites variable 

imp ►noun Q imps are thought to sprout from 
Satan demon, devil, fiend, hobgoblin, goblin, 
elf. sprite, puck, cacodemon, archaic bugbear 
0 a cheeky young imp rascal, monkey, devil, 
troublemaker, wretch, urchin, tearaway, informal 
scamp, brat, monster, horror, tyke, whipper- 
snapper, Bnt informal pensher, N Amer informal 
hellion, varmint, archaic scapegrace, iapscalhon 

impact ►noun ©the force of the impact colli 
sion, crash, smash, bump, bang, knock Qthe 
job losses will have a major impact effect, influ- 
ence, consequences, repercussions, ramifica- 
tions, reverberations 

► verb Q{N Amer) a comet impacted the earth sixty 
million yean ago crash into, smash into, collide 
with, hit, strike, smack into, bang into 0high 
interest rates have impacted on retail spending af 
fect, influence, have an effect, make an im- 
pression. hit, touch, change, alter, modify, 
transform, shape 

impair ► verb have a negative effect on, dam- 
age, harm, diminish, i educe, weaken, lessen, 
decrease, impede, hinder, undermine, com- 
promise, formal vitiate 
-opposites improve, enhance 
impaired ► adjective disabled, handicapped, 
incapacitated, euphemistic challenged, differently 
abled 

impairment ►noun disability, handicap, ab- 
normality, defect, dysfunction 

Impale ► verb stick, skewer, spear, spike, 
transfix, pierce, stab, run through, poetic /literary 
transpierce 

impalpable ►adjective intangible, insubstan- 
tial, incorporeal; indefinable, elusive, indes- 
cribable 

Impart ►verb O she had news to impart: commu 
nicate, pass on, convey, transmit, relay, relate, 
recount, tell, make known, make public, re- 
port, announce, proclaim, spread, disseminate, 
circulate, promulgate, broadcast; disclose, re- 
veal, divulge; informal let on about, blab; archaic 
discover, unbosom Qthe brush imparts a good 
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sheen give, bestow, confer, grant, lend, afford, 
provide, supply 

Impartial ► adjective unbiased, unprejudiced, 
neutral, non-partisan, disinterested, detached, 
dispassionate, objective, open-minded, equit- 
able, even-handed, fair, just 
-opposites biased, partisan 
impassable ► adjective unpassable, unnavig- 
able, untraversable, closed, blocked 

Impasse ► noun deadlock, dead end, stale- 
mate, checkmate, stand-off, standstill, halt, 
(full) stop 

impassioned ► adjective emotional, heartfelt, 
wholehearted, earnest, sincere, fervent, ardent, 
passionate, fervid, poetic! literary perfervid, rare 
passional 

Impassive * adjective expressionless, mex- 
pressive, inscrutable, blank, deadpan, poker- 
faced. straight-faced, stony, wooden, unrespon- 
sive 

-opposites expressive 

Impatience ► noun Q he was shifting in his seat 
with impatience restlessness, restiveness, agi- 
tation, nervousness, eagerness, keenness, mfor- 
mal jittenness Q a burst of impatience irritabil 
ity, testmess, tetchiness, irascibility, querulous- 
ness, peevishness, frustration, exasperation, an- 
noyance, pique 

Impatient ► adjective O Melissa grew impatient 
restless, restive, agitated, nervous, anxious, ill 
at ease, edgy, keyed up, nervy, informal twitchy, 
jumpy, jittery, uptight Qthey are impatient to 
get back home anxious, eager, keen, yearning, 
longing, aching, informal itching, dying ©an im- 
patient gesture irritated, annoyed, angry, testy, 
tetchy, snappy, cross, querulous, peevish, 
piqued, short-tempered, abrupt, curt, brusque, 
terse, short, informal peeved 
-opposites calm, reluctant 
Impeach ►verb Q{N Amer ) moves to impeach 
the president indict, charge, accuse, lay charges 
against, arraign, take to court, put on trial, ■ 
prosecute ©the headlines impeached their clean 
image challenge, question, call into question, 
raise doubts about 

impeccable ►adjective flawless, faultless, 
unblemished, spotless, stainless, perfect, exem- 
plary, sinless, irreproachable, blameless, guilt- 
less, informal squeaky clean 
-opposites imperfect, sinful 
impecunious ► adjective penniless, poor, im- 
poverished, indigent, insolvent, hard up, 
poverty-stricken, needy, destitute, in straitened 
circumstances, unable to make ends meet, Bnt 
on the breadline, informal (flat) broke, strapped 
(for cash), on one’s uppers, Bnt informal skint, 
stony broke, m Queer Street, N Amer informal 
stone broke, formal penurious 
-opposites wealthy 

Impede ►verb hinder, obstruct, hamper, hold 
back/up, delay, interfere with, disrupt, retard, 
slow (down), block, check, stop, thwart, frus- 
trate, baulk, foil, derail, Bnt throw a spanner in 
the works, N Amer throw a monkey wrench in 
the works; informal stymie; Bnt informal scupper, 

N Amer informal bork, dated cumber. 

-opposites facilitate. 

impediment ►noun Qan impediment to eco- 
nomic improvement • hindrance, obstruction, obs- 


tacle, barrier, bar, block, check, curb, restric- 
tion, limitation, setback, difficulty, snag, hitch, 
fly in the ointment, stumbling block, Bnt span- 
ner in the works, N Amer monkey wrench in 
the works, informal hiccup, archaic cumber, ©a 
speech impediment defect, stammer, stutter, 
lisp 

impedimenta ► plural noun paraphernalia, 
trappings, equipment, accoutrements, appurte- 
nances, accessories, bits and pieces, tackle, infor- 
mal stuff, gear, Bnt informal clobber, gubbins; ar- 
chaic equipage 

impel ► verb ©financial difficulties impelled her to 
seek work force, compel, constrain, oblige, re- 
quire, make, urge, press, pressurize, dnve, 
push, spui, prod, goad, incite, prompt, per- 
suade Q vital energies impel htm in unforeseen dir- 
ections propel, drive, move, get going, get 
moving 

impending ►adjective imminent, close (at 
hand), near, nearing, approaching, coming, 
forthcoming, upcoming, to come, on the way, 
about to happen, in store, in the offing, on the 
horizon, in the air/wind, brewing, looming, 
threatening, menacing 

impenetrable ►adjective Q impenetrable ar- 
moured plating unbreakable, indestructible, 
solid, thick, unyielding, impregnable, inviol- 
able, unassailable, unpierceable ©a dark, im- 
penetrable forest impassable, unpassable, in- 
accessible. unnavigable, untraversable, dense, 
thick, overgrown ©an impenetrable clique ex 
clusive. closed, secretive, secret, private, le- 
stnctive, restricted, limited © impenetrable stat- 
istics incomprehensible, unfathomable, inex- 
plicable, unintelligible, unclear, baffling, bewil- 
dering, puzzling, perplexing, confusing, ab- 
struse, opaque, complex, complicated, difficult, 
archaic wildenng 

impenitent ► adjective unrepentant, unre- 
penting, uncontnte. remorseless, unashamed, 
unapologetic, unabashed 

Imperative ►adjective ©it is imperative that 
you fina him vitally important, of vital import- 
ance, all-important, vital, crucial, critical, es- 
sential, necessary, indispensable, urgent ©the 
imperative note m her voice peremptory, com- 
manding, impenous, authontative, masterful, 
dictatorial, assertive, firm, insistent 
-opposites unimportant, submissive. 

Imperceptible ►adjective unnoticeable, un- 
detectable, indistinguishable, indiscernible, in- 
visible, inaudible, impalpable, unobtrusive, 
slight, small, subtle, faint, fine, negligible, in- 
distinct, unclear, obscure, vague, indefinite, 
hard to make out 
-opposites noticeable 

imperfect ► adjective © the good were returned 
as imperfect ■ faulty, flawed, defective, shoddy, 
unsound, inferior, second-rate, below standard, 
substandard, damaged, blemished, tom. 
broken, cracked, scratched, mfomial not up to 
scratch, tenth-rate, crummy, Brit informal duff 
0 an imperfect form of the manuscript incom- 
plete, unfinished, half-done; unpolished, unre- 
fined, rough ©she spoke imperfect Arabic 
broken, faltenng, halting, hesitant, rudimen- 
tary, limited 
-opposites flawless. 
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imperfection ► noun Q the glass is free from 
imperfections defect, fault, flaw, deformity, dis- 
coloration, disfigurement, crack, scratch, chip, 
dent, blemish, stain, spot, mark Qhe was 
aware of his imperfections flaw, fault, failing, de- 
ficiency. weakness, weak point, shortcoming, 
foible, inadequacy, limitation ©the imperfection 
of the fossil record incompleteness, patchiness, 
deficiency, roughness, crudeness 
-opposites strength 

imperial ► adjective Q imperial banners royal, 
regal, monarchal, monarchal, monarchical, 
sovereign, kingly, queenly, princely ©her im- 
perial bearing majestic, grand, dignified, proud, 
stately, noble, aristocratic, regal, magnificent, 
imposing, impressive ©our customers thought 
we were imperial imperious, high-handed, per- 
emptory, dictatorial, domineering, bossy, arro- 
gant, overweening, overbearing 
imperil ► verb endanger, jeopardize, nsk, put 
in danger, put in jeopardy, expose to danger, 
threaten, pose a threat to. archaic peril 
imperious ► adjective peremptory, high- 
handed. commanding, imperial, overbearing, 
overweening, domineering, authoritarian, dic- 
tatorial, authoritative, lordly, assertive, bossy, 
arrogant, informal pushy, high and mighty 
imperishable * adjective enduring, everlast- 
ing, undying, immortal, perennial, long-lasting, 
indestructible, inextinguishable, ineradicable, 
unfading, permanent, never-ending, never 
dying, poetic/ literary sempiternal, perdurable 
impermanent ► adjective temporary, transi- 
ent, transitory, passing, fleeting, momentary, 
ephemeral, fugitive, short-lived, brief, here 
today and gone tomorrow, poetic/ literary evanes- 
cent 

impermeable ► adjective watertight, water- 
proof, damp-proof, airtight, (hermetically) 
sealed 

impersonal ► adjective Qthe hand of fate is im- 
personal neutral, unbiased, non-partisan, un- 
prejudiced, objective, detached, disinterested, 
dispassionate, without favouritism ©he re- 
mained strangely impersonal aloof, distant, re- 
mote, reserved, withdrawn, unemotional, un- 
sentimental, dispassionate, cold, cool, indiffer- 
ent. unconcerned, formal, stiff, businesslike, in- 
formal starchy, stand-offish 
-opposites biased, warm, 
imporsonato ►verb imitate, mimic, do an 
impression of, ape, parody, caricature, bur- 
lesque, travesty, satirize, lampoon; masquerade 
as, pose as, pass oneself off as. informal take oft. 
send up, N Amar informal make like; formal per- 
sonate; archaic monkey 

impersonation ► noun impression, imita- 
tion; parody, caricature, burlesque, travesty, 
lampoon, pastiche; informal take-off, send-up, for- 
mal personation 

impertinence ►noun rudeness, insolence, 
impoliteness, bad manners, discourtesy, dis- 
courteousness, disrespect, incivility; impu- 
dence. cheek, cheekmess, audacity, temerity, 
effrontery, nerve, gall, boldness, cockiness, bra- 
zenness; informal brass (neck); Brit, informal sauce, 

N Amar informal sass, sassiness, chutzpah; archaic 
assumption. 

impertinent ► adjective ©she asked a lot of im- 
pertinent questions : rude, insolent, impolite, ill- 


mannered, bad-mannered, uncivil, discour- 
teous, disrespectful, impudent, cheeky, auda- 
cious, bold, brazen, brash, presumptuous, for- 
ward, tactless, undiplomatic, informal brass- 
necked, saucy; N Amer informal sassy, archaic con- 
tumelious © ( formal) talk of ‘ rhetoric ' is impertin- 
ent to thts process irrelevant, inapplicable, in- 
apposite, inappropriate, immaterial, unrelated, 
unconnected, not germane, beside the point, 
out of place 

-opposites polite, relevant 

imperturbable ► adjective self-possessed. 
composed, {cool, calm, and collected}, cool- 
headed, self-controlled, serene, relaxed, unex- 
citable, even-tempered, placid, phlegmatic, un- 
perturbed, unflustered, unruffled, informal un- 
flappable, unfazed, laid-back 
-opposites excitable 

impervious ►adjective ©he seemed impervious 
to the chill wind, unaffected, untouched, im- 
mune, invulnerable, insusceptible, resistant, in- 
different, heedless, oblivious, proof against 
©an impervious damp-proof course impermeable, 
impenetrable, impregnable, waterproof, water- 
tight, (hermetically) sealed 
-opposites susceptible, permeable 

impetuous ►adjective ©an impetuous decision 
impulsive, rash, hasty, overhasty, reckless, 
heedless, foolhardy, incautious, imprudent, in- 
judicious, ill-considered, unthought-out, spon- 
taneous, impromptu, spur-of-the-moment, pre- 
cipitate, precipitous, humed, rushed ©an im- 
petuous flow of water torrential, powerful, 
forceful, vigorous, violent, raging, relentless, 
uncontrolled, rapid, fast, fast-flowing 
-opposites considered, sluggish 

impetus ► noun ©the flywheel lost all its impetus 
momentum, propulsion, impulsion, motive 
force, driving force, drive, thrust, energy, force, 
power, push, strength ©the sales force were 
given fresh impetus motivation, stimulus, incite- 
ment, incentive, inducement, inspiration, en- 
couragement, boost, informal a shot in the arm 

impiety ► noun ©a world of impiety and immor- 
ality godlessness, ungodliness, unholiness, lr- 
religion, sinfulness, sin, vice, immorality, un- 
righteousness, apostasy, atheism, agnosticism, 
paganism, heathenism, non-belief, unbelief 
©one impiety will cost me my eternity in paradise 
sin, transgression, wrongdoing, evil-doing, 
wrong, misdeed, misdemeanour 
-opposites faith 

impinge ► verb JQ these issues impinge on all of 
us affect, have an effect, touch, influence, 
make an impact, leave a mark ©the proposed 
fencing would impinge on a public bridleway en- 
croach, intrude, infringe, invade, trespass, ob- 
trude, cut through, interfere with, violate, ar- 
chaic entrench on © ( Physics ) electrically charged 
particles impinge on the lunar surface strike, hit, 
collide with 

impious ► adjective godless, ungodly, unholy, 
irreligious, sinful, immoral, unrighteous, sacri- 
legious, profane, blasphemous, irreverent; 
apostate, atheistic, agnostic, pagan, heathen, 
faithless, non-believing, unbelieving; ram nulli- 
fidian. 

Impish ► adjective © he takes an impish delight m 
shocking the press: mischievous, naughty, wicked, 
rascally, roguish, playful, sportive; mischief- 
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making, full of mischief © an impish gnn 
elfin, elflike, pixie-like, puckish, mischievous, 
roguish 

implacable ► adjective unappeasable, urn 
pacifiable, unplacatable, unmollifiable, unfor- 
giving. intransigent, inflexible, unyielding, un- 
bending, uncompromising, unrelenting, ruth- 
less, remorseless, merciless, heartless, pitiless, 
cruel, hard, harsh, stem, tough 

implant ► verb Qthe collagen is implanted under 
the skin insert, embed, bury, lodge, place, 
graft Qhe implanted the idea in my mind instil, 
inculcate, insinuate, introduce, inject, plant, 
sow, root, lodge 

► noun a silicone implant transplant, graft, im- 
plantation, insert 

Implausible ► adjective unlikely, improbable, 
questionable, doubtful, debatable, unrealistic, 
unconvincing, far-fetched, incredible, unbeliev- 
able, unimaginable, inconceivable, fantastic, 
fanciful, ridiculous, absurd, preposterous, infor- 
mal cock and bull 
-opposites convincing 

Implement ►noun garden implements tool, 
utensil, instrument, device, apparatus, gadget, 
contraption, appliance, machine, contrivance, 
informal gizmo 

► verb the cost of implementing the new law execute, 
apply, put into effect/action, put into practice, 
carry out/through, perform, enact, fulfil, dis- 
charge, accomplish, bring about, achieve, real- 
ize, formal effectuate 

Implicate ►verb Qhe had been implicated in a 
financial scandal incriminate, compromise, in- 
volve, connect, embroil, enmesh, archaic incul- 
pate Q viruses are implicated in the dex'elopment of 
cancer involve in, concern with, associate with, 
connect with ©when one asks a question one im- 
plicates that one desires an answer See imply sense 
1 

Implication ► noun Q he was smarting at their 
implication suggestion, inference, insinuation, 
innuendo, hint, intimation, imputation Qim-' 
portant political implications consequence, re- 
sult, ramification, repercussion, reverberation, 
effect ©his implication in the murder case incrim 
ination, involvement, connection, entangle- 
ment, association, archaic inculpation 

implicit ► adjective Q implicit assumptions im 
plied, inferred, understood, hinted at, suggest- 
ed, deducible, unspoken, unexpressed, un- 
declared, unstated, tacit, unacknowledged, 
taken for granted © assumptions implicit in the 
way questions are asked inherent, latent, under- 
lying, inbuilt, incorporated ©an implicit trust in 
human nature, absolute, complete, total, whole- 
hearted, perfect, utter, unqualified, uncondi- 
tional, unshakeable, unquestioning, firm, 
steadfast 

-opposites explicit 

Implicitly ► adverb completely, absolutely, to- 
tally, wholeheartedly, utterly, unconditionally, 
unreservedly, without reservation 

implied ►adjective implicit, hinted at, suggest- 
ed, insinuated, inferred, understood, deducible, 
unspoken, unexpressed, undeclared, unstated, 
tacit, unacknowledged, taken for granted 
-opposites explicit 

Implore ►verb Qhis mothei implored him to con- 
tinue studying: plead with, beg, entreat, appeal 


to, ask, request, call on, exhort, urge, enjoin, 
press, push, petition, bid, poetic/ literary beseech 
© {archaic) she implored pity beg for, plead for, 
appeal for, call for, ask for, request, sue for 

Imply ►verb Qare you implying he is mad ? in 
sinuate, suggest, hint, intimate, say indirectly, 
indicate, give someone to understand, make 
out Qthe forecasted traffic increase implies more 
roads involve, entail, mean, point to, signify, 
indicate, signal, necessitate, require 

impolite ►adjective rude, bad-mannered, ill- 
mannered, discourteous, uncivil, disrespectful, 
inconsiderate, boorish, churlish, ill-bred, un- 
gentlemdnly, unladylike, ungracious, insolent, 
impudent, impertinent, cheeky, loutish, rough, 
crude, indelicate, indecorous, informal ignorant, 
lippy, archaic malapert, contumelious 

impolitic ►adjective imprudent, unwise, inju- 
dicious, incautious, irresponsible, ill-judged, 
ill-advised, misguided, rash, reckless, foolhardy, 
foolish, short-sighted, undiplomatic, tactless 
— opposiifs prudent 

import ► verb the UK imports iron ore buy from 
abroad, bring in, buy in, ship in 
-opposites export 

► noun © a tax on imports imported commodity, 
foreign commodity © the import of foreign boots 
importation, importing, bringing in, bringing 
from abroad, shipping in ©a matter of great 
import importance, significance, consequence, 
momentousness, magnitude, substance, 
weight, note, gravity, seriousness, formal mo- 
ment Qthe full import of her words meaning, 
sense, essence, gist, drift, purport, message, 
thrust, substance, implication 
-opposiifcs export, insignificance 

importance ►noun ©an event of immense im- 
portance significance, momentousness, import, 
consequence, note, noteworthiness, substance, 
senousness, gravity, weightiness, urgency 
Qshe had a fine sense of her own importance 
power, influence, authonty, sway, weight, 
dominance, prominence eminence, pre- 
eminence, notability, worth 
-opposites insignificance 

important ►adjective Qan important meeting 
significant, consequential, momentous, of 
great import, major, critical, crucial, vital, piv- 
otal, decisive, urgent, histone, senous, grave, 
weighty, matenal, formal of great moment. 
© the important thing is that you do well in your 
exams' main, chief, pnncipal, key, major, sali- 
ent, prime, foremost, paramount, ovemdmg, 
crucial, vital, cntical, essential, significant; cen- 
tral, fundamental, informal number-one ©the 
school was important to the community of value, 
valuable, beneficial, necessary, essential, indis- 
pensable, vital, of concern, of interest, rele- 
vant, pertinent Qhe was an important man 
powerful, influential, of influence, well- 
connected, high-ranking, prominent, eminent, 
pre-eminent, notable, noteworthy, of note, dis- 
tinguished, esteemed, respected, prestigious, 
celebrated, famous, great; informal major league 
-opposites trivial, insignificant 

importunate ► adjective persistent, insistent, 
tenacious, persevering, dogged, unrelenting, 
tireless, indefatigable; aggressive, high-pres- 
sure; informal pushy; formal exigent, pertinacious 
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importune ► verb Q he importuned her for some 
spare change beg, entreat, implore, plead with, 
appeal to, call on, harass, pester, press, badger, 
bother, nag, harry, informal hassle, poetic I literary 
beseech 0 they arrested me for importuning so 
licit, informal pioposition, N Amer informal hustle 

impose ►verb Oh? imposed his ideas on the art 
director foist, force, inflict, press, urge, informal 
saddle someone with, land someone with 
©new taxes will he imposed levy, charge, apply, 
enforce, set, establish, institute, introduce, 
bnng into effect ©how dare you impose on me 
like this 1 take advantage of, exploit, take liber 
ties with, treat unfairly, bother, trouble, dis 
turb, inconvenience, put out. put to trouble 
■ impose oneself force oneself, foist one* 
self, control, take charge of, informal call the 
shots/tune, be in the driving seat, be in the 
saddle, run the show 

imposing ►adjective impressive, striking, ar- 
resting, eye-catching, dramatic, spectacular 
stunning, awesome, formidable, splendid, 
grand, majestic 
-opposites modest 

Imposition ► noun Q the imposition of an alien 
culture imposing, foisting, forcing, inflicting 
©the imposition of VAT levying, charging, appli- 
cation. applying, enforcement, enforcing, set- 
ting, establishment, introduction, institution 
©it would he no imposition burden, encum- 
brance, stiam. bother, worry, informal hassle 
©the levying of special impositions tax, levy, 
duty, charge, tariff, toll, impost, formal mulct, 
exaction 

impossible ► adjective Qgale force winds made 
fishing impossible not possible, out of the ques- 
tion, unfeasible, impractical, impracticable, 
non-viable, unworkable, unthinkable, un- 
imaginable, inconceivable Qan impossible 
dream unattainable, unachievable, unobtain- 
able, hopeless, impractical, implausible, tai- 
fetched, impracticable, unworkable Qfood 
shortages made life impossible unbearable, in- 
tolerable, unendurable © (informal) an impossible 
woman unreasonable, objectionable, difficult, 
awkward, intolerable, unbearable, unendui- 
able, exasperating, maddening, infuriating 
-opposites attainable, bearable 

impostor ►noun impersonator, masqueiadei. 
pretender, deceiver, hoaxer, trickster, fraud- 
ster. fake, fraud, sham, informal phoney 

imposture ► noun misrepresentation, pre- 
tence, deceit, deception, trickery, artifice, sub- 
terfuge, hoax, tnck, ruse, dodge, informal con 
(trick), scam, flimflam, Bnt informal wheeze 

impotent ► adjective © the legal sanctions are t m- 
potent’ powerless, ineffective, ineffectual, inad- 
equate, weak, useless, worthless, futile, poetic/ 
literary impuissant © forces which man is impotent 
to control unable, incapable, powerless ©an 
impotent opposition party weak, powerless, inef- 
fective, feeble 

-oppositbs powerful, effective. 

impound ►verb © officials began impounding 
documents confiscate, appropriate, take posses- 
sion of, seize, commandeer, expropriate, requi- 
sition, sequester, sequestrate. Law distrain 
©the cattle were impounded • pen in, shut up/in, 
fence in, enclose, confine; N Amer corral 
© unfortunates impounded in prison: lock up. in- 


carcerate, imprison, confine, intern, immure, 
hold captive, hold prisoner 

impoverish ►verb Qthe widow had been im- 
poverished make poor, make penniless, reduce 
to penury, bankrupt, ruin, make insolvent, 
pauperize ©the trees were impoverishing the soil 
weaken, sap, exhaust, deplete 

impoverished ► adjective ©an impoverished 
peasant farmer poor, poverty-stricken, penni- 
less. destitute, indigent, impecunious, needy, 
pauperized, down and out. on the breadline, 
bankrupt, mined, insolvent, informal (flat) broke, 
stony broke, on one’s uppers, hard up, without 
a bean, on skid row, Bnt informal skint, N Amer 
informal stone broke, formal penurious ©the soil 
is impoverished weakened, exhausted, drained, 
sapped, depleted, spent, barren, unproductive, 
unfertile 
-opposites rich 

impracticable ►adjective unworkable, un- 
feasible. non-viable, unachievable, unattain- 
able. unrealizable, impractical 
-opposites workable, feasible 

impractical ► adjective ©an impractical sugges- 
tion unrealistic, unworkable, unfeasible, non- 
viable, impracticable, ill-thought-out, impos- 
sible, absurd, wild, informal cock-eyed, crackpot, 
crazy © impractical white ankle boots unsuitable, 
not sensible, inappropriate, unserviceable 
©an impractical scholar idealistic, unrealistic, 
iomantic, dreamy, fanciful, quixotic, informal 
airy-fairy 

-opposites piacticai, sensible 

Imprecation ► noun (formal) © the most dread- 
ful imprecations curse, malediction, N Amer 
hex, poetic/ literary anathema, archaic execration 
©a stream of imprecations swear word, curse, 
expletive, oath, profanity, four-letter word, ob- 
scenity. (imprecations) swearing, cursing, foul 
language, strong language, N Amer informal cuss 
word, archaic execration 
-opposites blessing 

imprecise ► adjective ©a rather imprecise defin- 
ition vague, loose, indefinite, inexplicit, indis- 
tinct, non-specific, unspecific, sweeping, broad, 
general, hazy, fuzzy, woolly, nebulous, ambigu- 
ous, equivocal, uncertain ©an imprecise esti- 
mate inexact, approximate, estimated, rough, 
N Amer informal ballpark 
-opposites exact 

impregnable ►adjective ©an impregnable cas- 
tle invulnerable, impenetrable, unassailable, 
inviolable, secure, strong, well fortified, well 
defended, invincible, unconquerable, unbeat- 
able, indestructible, ©an impregnable parliamen- 
tary majority unassailable, unbeatable, unde- 
featable, unshakeable, invincible, unconquer- 
able, invulnerable 
-opposites vulnerable 

impregnate ►verb ©a pad impregnated with 
natural oils infuse, soak, steep, saturate, 
drench. Qthe woman he had impregnated make 
pregnant, inseminate, fertilize, informal put in 
the family way; Bnt informal get up the duff/ 
spout, put in the club, N Amer informal knock 
up; informal, dated get into trouble, archaic get 
with child 

impresario ►noun organizer, (stage) man- 
ager, producer, promoter, publicist, showman, 
director, conductor, maestro 
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impress ► verb Q Hazel had impressed him 
mightily make an impression on, have an impact 
on, influence, affect, move, stir, rouse, excite, 
inspire, dazzle, awe, overawe, take someone’s 
breath away, amaze, astonish, informal grab, 
stick in someone’s mind Q goldsmiths impressed 
his likeness on medallions imprint, print, stamp, 
mark, emboss, punch ©you must impress upon 
her the need to save emphasize to, stress to, 
bnng home to, instil in, inculcate into, drum 
into, knock into, din into 
-opposites disappoint 

Impression ► noun O he got the impression that 
she was hiding something feeling, feeling in 
one’s bones, sense, fancy, (sneaking) suspicion, 
inkling, intuition, hunch, notion, idea, funny 
feeling, informal gut feeling ©a favourable Im- 
pression opinion, view, image, picture, percep- 
tion, judgement, verdict, estimation Q school 
made a profound impression on me impact, effect, 
influence O the cap had left a circular impression 
indentation, dent, mark, outline, impnnt ©he 
did a good impression of their science teacher imper 
sonation, imitation, parody, caricature, bur- 
lesque. travesty, lampoon, informal take-off, 
send-up, spoof, formal personation ©an artist's 
impression of the gardens representation, por- 
trayal. depiction, rendition, interpretation, pic- 
ture, drawing Qa revised impression of the 1981 
edition print run, impnnt, repnnt, issue, edi- 
tion 

Impressionable ► adjective easily influ 
enced, suggestible, susceptible, persuadable, 
pliable, malleable, pliant, ingenuous, tnisting, 
naive, gullible 

impressive ► adjective Q an impressive building 
magnificent, majestic, imposing, splendid, 
spectacular, grand, awe-inspinng, stunning, 
breathtaking, stately, palatial Qthey played 
some impressive football admirable, masterly, ac- 
complished. expert, skilled, skilful, consum- 
mate, excellent, outstanding, first-class, first- 
rate. fine, informal great, mean, nifty, cracking, 
ace. wizard, N Amer informal crackerjack 
-opposites ordinary, mediocre 
Imprint ► verb Q patterns can be imprinted in the 
clay stamp, print, impress, mark, emboss 
©the image was imprinted on his mind fix, estab- 
lish, stick, lodge, implant, embed 
► noun O her feet left imprints on the floor impres 
sion, print, mark, indentation © colonialism has 
left its impnnt impact, lasting effect, influence, 
impression 

imprison ►verb incarcerate, send to prison, 
jail, lock up, put away, mtem, detain, hold 
prisoner, hold captive, informal send down, put 
behind bars, put inside, Brit informal bang up 
-opposites free, release 

imprisoned * adjective incarcerated, in pri- 
son, m jail, jailed, locked up, interned, de- 
tained, held prisoner, held captive, mhrmal sent 
down, behind bars, domg time, inside, Brit mfor- 
mal doing porridge, doing bird, banged up 

Imprisonment ► noun incarceration, intern- 
ment, confinement, detention, captivity, informal 
time; Bnt informal porridge, bird, archaic durance 

Improbability ► noun unlikelihood, lmplaus- 
ibility, doubtfulness, uncertainty, dubiousness. 

Improbable ► adjective ©it seemed improbable 
that the hot weather should continue • unlikely. 


doubtful, dubious, debatable, questionable, un- 
certain, unthinkable, inconceivable, unimagin- 
able, incredible ©an improbable exaggeration 
unconvincing, unbelievable, mciedible, ridicu- 
lous, absurd, preposterous 
-opposites certain, believable 

impromptu ► adjective an impromptu lecture 
unrehearsed, unprepared, unscripted, extem- 
pore, extemporized, extemporaneous, impro- 
vised, spontaneous, unplanned, informal off-the- 
cuff 

-opposite prepared, rehearsed 
► adverb they played the song impromptu extem 
pore, spontaneously, extemporaneously, with- 
out preparation, without rehearsal, informal off 
the cuff, off the top of one’s head 

improper ►adjective ©it is improper Jor police- 
men to accept gifts inappropriate, unacceptable, 
unsuitable, unprofessional, irregular, unethical, 
corrupt, immoral, dishonest, dishonourable, in- 
formal not cricket © it was improper for young la- 
dies to drive a young man home unseemly, indec- 
orous, unfitting, unladylike, ungentlemanly, in- 
delicate, impolite, indecent, immodest, im- 
moral ©an extremely improper poem indecent, 
risque, off colour, suggestive, naughty, nbald, 
earthy, smutty, dirty, filthy, vulgar, crude, 
rude, obscene, lewd, informal blue, raunchy, 
steamy, Bnt informal fruity, saucy 
-opposites acceptable, decent 

impropriety ►noun Qa suggestion of tmpropn- 
ety wrongdoing, misconduct, dishonesty, cor- 
ruption, unscrupulousness, unprofessionalism, 
irregularity, unseemliness, indecorousness, in- 
delicacy, indecency, immorality Qfiscal impro- 
pneties transgression, misdemeanour, of- 
fence, misdeed, enme, indiscretion, mistake, 
peccadillo, archaic trespass 

improve ►verb ©ways to improve the service 
make better, ameliorate, upgrade, refine, en- 
hance, boost, build on, raise, informal tweak, for- 
mal meliorate © communications improved during 
the 18th century get better, advance, progress, 
develop, make headway, make progress, pick 
up, look up ©the dose is not repeated if patient 
improves recover, get better, recuperate, gam 
strength, rally, revive, get back on one’s feet, 
get over something, be on the road to recov- 
ery, be on the mend, turn the comer, take a 
turn for the better © resources are needed to im- 
prove the offer, increase, make larger, raise, aug- 
ment. supplement, top up, informal up, hike up, 
bump up. 

-opposites worsen, deteriorate 
■ Improve on surpass, better, do better than, 
outdo, exceed, beat, top, cap 

improvement ► noun advance, development, 
upgrade, refinement, enhancement, advance- 
ment, upgrading, amelioration, boost, augmen- 
tation. raising, rally, recovery, upswing 

improvident ►adjective spendthrift, thrift- 
less, wasteful, prodigal, profligate, extravagant, 
free-spending, lavish, immoderate, excessive, 
imprudent, irresponsible, careless, reckless. 
-opposites thrifty. 

Improvise ► verb ©she was improvising in front 
of the cameras ■ extemporize, ad-lib, speak im- 
promptu, informal speak off the cuff, speak off 
the top of one’s head, busk it. wing it. ©she 
improvised a sandpit: contrive, devise, throw to- 
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gether. cobble together, ng up, Bnt informal 
knock up. informal whip up. rustle up 

improvised ► adjective Qan improvised speech 
impromptu, unrehearsed, unprepared, unscript- 
ed, extempore, extemporized, spontaneous, un- 
planned. informal off-the-cuff ©an improvised 
shelter makeshift, thrown together, cobbled to- 
gether, rough and ready, make-do 
-opposites prepared, rehearsed 
imprudent ► adjective unwise, injudicious, in- 
cautious, misguided, ill-advised, thoughtless, 
unthinking, improvident, irresponsible, short- 
sighted, foolish 
-opposites sensible 

impudence ► noun impertinence, insolence, 
effrontery, cheek, cockiness, brazenness, pre- 
sumption, presumptuousness, disrespect, flip- 
pancy, bumptiousness, biashness, rudeness, 
impoliteness, ill manners, discourteousness, 
gall, informal brass neck, chutzpah, nerve, Bnt in- 
formal sauce, N Amer informal sassiness 
impudent ► adjective impertinent, insolent, 
cheeky, cocky, brazen, presumptuous, forward, 
disrespectful, insubordinate, flippant, bump- 
tious, brash, rude, impolite, ill-mannered, dis- 
courteous, ill-bred; informal brass-necked, saucy, 
lippy, N Amer informal sassy, archaic malapert, 
contumelious 
-opposites polite 

impugn ►verb call into question, challenge, 
question, dispute, query, take issue with 

impulse ►noun Qshe had an impulse to run and 
hide urge, instinct, drive, compulsion, itch, 
whim, desire, fancy, notion ©a man of impulse 
spontaneity, impetuosity, recklessness, rash- 
ness 0 passions provide the main impulse of poetry 
inspiration, stimulation, stimulus, incitement, 
motivation, encouragement, spur, catalyst 
O impulses from the spinal cord to the muscles 
pulse, current, wave, signal 

■ on (an) Impulse impulsively, spontaneously, 
on the spur of the moment, without fore- 
thought, without premeditation 

impulsive ►adjective Qhe had an impulsive na- 
ture impetuous, spontaneous, hasty, passionate, 
emotional, uninhibited, rash, icckless, fool- 
hardy, unwise, madcap, devil-may-caie, dare- 
devil ©an impulsive decision impromptu, snap, 
spontaneous, unpremeditated, spur-of-the- 
moment, extemporaneous, impetuous, precipi- 
tate, hasty, rash, sudden, ill-considered, lll- 
thought-out. 

-opposites cautious, premeditated 

impunity ► noun the impunity enjoyed by military 
officers immunity, indemnity, exemption (from 
punishment), non-liability, licence, privilege, 
special treatment 
-opposites liability 

■ with Impunity without punishment, scot- 
free, unpunished 

Impure ►adjective Q impure gold adulterate d, 
mixed, combined, blended, alloyed, technical ad- 
mixed ©the water was impure contaminated, 
polluted, tainted, unwholesome, poisoned, 
dirty, filthy, foul; unhygienic, unsanitary, in- 
sanitary; poetic/ literary befouled 0 impure 

thoughts immoral, sinfiil, wrongful, wicked, un- 
chaste, lustful, lecherous, lewd, lascivious, 
prurient, obscene, indecent, nbald, risque, im- 
proper, crude, coarse; format concupiscent. 


-opposites clean, chaste 

impurity ►noun ©the tmpurtty of the cast iron 
adulteration, debasement, degradation Qthe 
impurity of the air contamination, pollution, 
dirtiness, filthiness, uncleanhness, foulness, 
unwholesomeness e the impurities in beer con 
taminant, pollutant, foreign body, dross, dirt, 
filth Qsm and impurity immorality, sin, sinful- 
ness. wickedness, unchastity, lustfulness, lech- 
ery, lecherousness, lewdness, lasciviousness, 
prurience, obscenity, dirtiness, crudeness, in- 
decency, ribaldry, impiopnety, vulgarity, 
coarseness, formal concupiscence 

impute ► verb attribute, ascribe, assign, 
credit, connect with, associate with 

in ►preposition ©she was hiding in a wardrobe in 
side, within, in the middle of, surrounded by, 
enclosed by ©he was covered in mud with, by 
0he put a fruit gum in his mouth into, inside 
Qthey met m 1921 during, in the course of, 
over ©ni see you in half an hour after, at the 
end of. following, within, in less than, in 
under ©u tax of ten pence in the pound to per, 
every, each 
-opposites outside 

► adverb ©his mum walked in inside, indoors, into 
the room, into the house/building ©the tide’s 
m high, at its highest level, rising 
-opposites out 

► adjective ©there was no one in present, (at) 
home, inside, indoors, in the house/room 
© (informal) beards are in fashionable, in fash- 
ion, in vogue, popular, (bang) up to date, mod- 
em. modish, chic, a la mode, de ngueur, infor- 
mal trendy, all the rage, with it, cool, the m 
thing, hip © (informal) I was in with all the right 
people in favour, popular, friendly, friends, 
liked, admned, accepted, informal in someone’s 
good books 

-opposites out. unfashionable, unpopular 

■ in for due for, in line for. expecting, about 
to receive 

■ in for It in trouble, about to be punished, in- 
formal for the high jump, in hot/deep water, in 
(deep) shtook. Bnt informal for it 

■ In on privy to, aware of. acquainted with, in- 
formed about/of, apprised of, informal wise to, in 
the know about, hip to. archaic ware of 

■ ins and outs ( informal) details, particulars, 
facts, features, characteristics, nuts and bolts, 
informal nitty gntty 

inability ► noun lack of ability, incapability, 
incapacity, powerlessness, impotence, helpless- 
ness, incompetence, ineptitude, unfitness 

inaccessible ►adjective ©an inaccessible 
woodland site unreachable, out of reach, cut- 
off, isolated, remote, in the back of beyond, 
out of the way, lonely, godforsaken ©the book 
was elitist and inaccessible esoteric, obscure, ab- 
struse. recondite, arcane, elitist, exclusive, pre- 
tentious 

inaccuracy ►noun ©the inaccuracy of recent 
opinion polls’ incorrectness, inexactness, im- 
precision, erroneousness, mistakenness, falla- 
ciousness, faultiness. ©the article contained a 
number of inaccuracies error, mistake, fallacy, 
slip, oversight, fault, blunder, gaffe, erratum; 
Bnt literal; informal howler, boo-boo, typo; Bnt . in- 
formal boob, N Amer informal blooper, goof 
-opposites correctness. 
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inaccurate ► adjective inexact, imprecise, in- 
correct, wrong, erroneous, faulty, imperfect, 
flawed, defective, unsound, unreliable, falla- 
cious, false, mistaken, untrue, informal off beam, 
Bnt informal adrift 

inaction ► noun inactivity, non-intervention; 
neglect, negligence, apathy, inertia, indolence 

inactivate ►verb disable, deactivate, make 
inoperative, immobilize 

Inactive ►adjective ©over the next few days I 
was horribly inactive idle, indolent, lazy, lifeless, 
slothful, lethargic, inert, sluggish, unenergetic, 
listless, torpid ©the device remains inactive while 
the computer is started up inoperative, non- 
functioning, idle, not working, out of service, 
unused, not in use 

Inactivity ► noun Oyears of inactivity idleness. 
indolence, laziness, lifelessness, slothfulness, 
lethargy, inertia, sluggishness, listlessness 
Qgovemment inactivity inaction, non-inter- 
vention, neglect, negligence, apathy 
-opposites action 

inadequacy ►noun Qthe inadequacy of avail- 
able resources insufficiency, deficiency, scarcity, 
scarceness, sparseness, dearth, paucity, short- 
age. want. lack, undersupply, paltriness, 
meagreness, formal exiguity © her feelings of per- 
sonal inadequacy incompetence, incapability, un- 
fitness, ineffectiveness, inefficiency, inefficacy, 
inexpertness, ineptness, uselessness, impo- 
tence, powerlessness ©the inadequacies of the 
present system shortcoming, defect, fault, fail- 
ing. weakness, weak point, limitation, flaw, im- 
perfection 

-opposites abundance, competence 

inadequate ►adjective Q inadequate water sup- 
plies’ insufficient, deficient, poor, scant, scanty, 
scarce, sparse, in short supply, paltry, meagre, 
niggardly, limited, informal measly, pathetic, for- 
mal exiguous 0 inadequate staff incompetent, 
incapable, unsatisfactory, not up to scratch, 
unfit, ineffective, ineffectual, inefficient, un- 
skilful, inexpert, inept, amateunsh, sub- 
standard. poor, useless, inferior, informal not up 
to snuff. Bnt informal duff, not much cop, no 
great shakes 

-opposites sufficient, competent 

inadmissible ► adjective unallowable, in- 
valid, unacceptable, impermissible, disallowed, 
forbidden, prohibited, precluded 

inadvertent ►adjective unintentional, unin- 
tended. accidental, unpremeditated, un- 
planned, innocent, uncalculated, unconscious, 
unthinking, unwitting, involuntary 
-opposites deliberate. 

Inadvertently ►adverb accidentally, by ac- 
cident, unintentionally, unwittingly 

Inadvisable ►adjective unwise, ill-advised, 
imprudent, ill-judged, ill-considered, injudi- 
cious. impolitic, foolish, misguided 
-opposites shrewd. 

inalienable ►adjective inviolable, absolute, 
sacrosanct, untransferable, non-transferable, 
non-negotiable. Law indefeasible. 

inane ►adjective silly, foolish, stupid, fatuous, 
idiotic, ridiculous, ludicrous, asinine, frivolous, 
vapid; childish, puenle, informal dumb, gormless, 
moronic; Bnt informal daft 
-opposites sensible. 


inanimate ►adjective lifeless, insentient, 
without life, dead, defunct 
-opposites living 

inapplicable ► adjective irrelevant, immater- 
ial, not germane, not pertinent, unrelated, un- 
connected, extraneous, beside the point, formal 
impertinent 
-opposites relevant 

inapposite ►adjective inappropriate, unsuit- 
able, inapt, out of place, infelicitous, mis- 
placed, ill-iudged, ill-advised 
-opposites appropriate 

inappreciable ►adjective imperceptible, mi- 
nute. tiny, slight, small, insignificant, inconse- 
quential. unimportant, negligible, trivial, 
minor, informal piddling, piffling, formal exiguous 
-opposites considerable 

Inappropriate ►adjective unsuitable, unfit- 
ting, unseemly, unbecoming, unbefitting, im- 
proper, incongruous, out of place/keeping, in- 
apposite, inapt, mfonnal out of order, formal mal- 
apropos 

-opposites suitable 
inapt ► adjective See inappropriate 
inarticulate ►adjective Q an inarticulate young 
man tongue-tied, lost for words, unable to ex- 
press oneself, archaic mumchance 0an inarticu- 
late reply unintelligible, incomprehensible, in- 
coherent, unclear, indistinct, mumbled, muf- 
fled © inarticulate rage unspoken, silent, unex- 
pressed, wordless, unvoiced 
-opposites silver-tongued, fluent 

inattention ►noun ©a moment of inattention 
distraction, inattentiveness, preoccupation, 
absent-mindedness, daydreaming, abstraction 
0his inattention to duty negligence, neglect, 
disregard, forgetfulness, carelessness, thought- 
lessness, heedlessness 
-opposites concentration 
inattentive ►adjective ©an inattentive pupil 
distracted, lacking concentiation, preoccu- 
■ pied, absent-minded, daydreaming, dreamy, ab- 
stracted, distrait, informal miles away ©inatten- 
tive serWa negligent, neglectful, remiss, slack, 
sloppy, slapdash, lax. forgetful, careless, 
thoughtless, heedless 
-opposites alert 

inaudible ► adjective unheard, out of earshot, 
indistinct, famt, muted, soft, low, muffled, 
whispered, muttered, murmured, mumbled 

inaugural ► adjective first, opening, initial, 
introductory, initiatory 
-opposites final 

inaugurate ► verb O he inaugurated a new pol- 
icy initiate, begin, start, institute, launch, start 
off, get going, get under way, establish, lay the 
foundations of; bring in, usher in; informal kick 
off 0 the new President will be inaugurated: admit 
to office, install, instate, swear in, invest, or- 
dain, crown Qthe museum was inaugurated in 
September open, declare open, unveil, dedicate, 
consecrate; N Amer hansel 

Inauspicious ► adjective unpromising, unpro- 
pitious, unfavourable, unfortunate, infelicitous, 
ominous, discouraging, disheartening, bleak. 
-opposites promising 

inborn ►adjective innate, congenital, connate, 
connatural, inherent, natural, inbred, inherit- 
ed, hereditary, m one’s genes. 
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inbred ► adjective See inborn 

inbuilt ► adjective Qan inbuilt CD-ROM drive 
built-in, integral, incorporated Qour inbuilt sur- 
vival instinct inherent, intrinsic, innate, con- 
genital, natural, connatural, connate 

incalculable * adjective inestimable, indeter- 
minable, untold, immeasurable, incomputable, 
infinite, endless, limitless, boundless, measure- 
less, enormous, immense, huge, vast, innumer- 
able 

incandescent ► adjective Q incandescent frag- 
ments of lava white-hot, red-hot, burning, fiery, 
blazing, ablaze, aflame, glowing, aglow, radi- 
ant. bright, brilliant, luminous, poetic/ literary fer- 
vid, mtilant, lucent 0 the minister was incandes- 
cent furious, enraged, raging, very angry, in- 
censed, seething, infuriated, fuming, irate, in a 
temper, beside oneself, informal livid, foaming at 
the mouth, (hopping) mad, wild, apoplectic, 
steamed up, in a lather, in a paddy, poetic/ literary 
wrathful, archaic wroth 

incantation ► noun Q he muttered some weird 
incantations chant, invocation, conjuration, 
magic spell/foimula, rune, N Amer hex. moio, 
NZ makutu Qntual incantation chanting, in- 
tonation, recitation 

incapable ► adjective o on incapable govern- 
ment incompetent, inept, inadequate, not good 
enough, leaving much to be desired, inexpert, 
unskilful, ineffective, ineffectual, inefficacious, 
feeble, unfit, unqualified, unequal to the task, 
informal out of one’s depth, not up to it, not up 
to snuff, useless, hopeless, pathetic, a dead 
loss Qhe was mentally incapable incapacitated, 
helpless, poweiless, impotent 
-opposirFS competent 

Incapacitated * adjective disabled, debili- 
tated, indisposed, unfit, immobilized, out of ac- 
tion, out or commission, hors de combat, infor- 
mal laid up 
-opposites fit 

Incapacity ► noun Omental incapacity disabil 
ity, incapability, inability, debility, impairment, 
indisposition, impotence, powerlessness, help- 
lessness, incompetence, inadequacy, ineffect- 
iveness 0 legal incapacity disqualification, lack 
of entitlement 
-opposites capability 

incarcerate ► verb imprison, put in prison, 
send to prison, jail, lock up, put under lock 
and key, put away, intern, confine, detain, 
hold, immure, put in chains, clap in irons, 
hold prisoner, hold captive, Bnt detain at Her 
Majesty’s pleasure, informal send down, put be- 
hind bars, put inside, Bnt informal bang someone 
up 

-opposites release 

incarceration ► noun imprisonment, intern- 
ment, confinement, detention, custody, captiv- 
ity, restraint, informal time, Bnt informal pomdge, 
archaic durance, duress 

incarnate ► adjective IN human form, in the 
flesh, in physical form, in bodily form, made 
flesh, corporeal, physical, fleshly, embodied 

incarnation ► noun Q the incarnation of artistic 
genius embodiment, personification, exemplifi- 
cation, type, epitome; manifestation, bodily 
form, avatar 0 a previous incarnation • lifetime, 
life, existence. 


incautious ► adjective rash, unwise, careless, 
heedless, thoughtless, reckless, unthinking, im- 
prudent, misguided, ill-advised, ill-judged, inju- 
dicious, impolitic, unguarded, foolhardy, fool- 
ish, unwary, off-guard, inattentive, informal 
asleep on the job 
-opposites circumspect 

incendiary ►adjective Qan incendiary bomb 
combustible, flammable, inflammable 0an in- 
cendiary speech inflammatory, rabble-rousing, 
provocative, seditious, subversive, contentious, 
controversial 

► noun O an aircraft loaded with incendiaries explo 
sive, bomb, incendiary device 0 incendiaries set 
the village on fire arsonist, fire-bomber, fire- 
setter, pyromamac, Bnt fire-raiser, mfomial fire- 
bug, pyro, N Amer informal torch 0 a political in- 
cendiary agitator, demagogue, rabble-rouser, 
firebrand, troublemaker, agent provocateur, 
revolutionary, insurgent, subversive 

incense 1 ► verb his taunts used to incense me en 
rage, infuriate, anger, madden, outrage, in- 
flame, exasperate, antagonize, provoke, informal 
make someone see red, make someone’s blood 
boil, make someone’s hackles rise, drive mad/ 
crazy, N Amer informal bum up 
-opposites placate, please 
incense 2 ► noun a whiff of intense perfume, ha- 
grance, scent 

incensed ► adjective enraged, very angry, furi- 
ous, infuriated, irate, in a temper, raging, in- 
candescent, fuming, seething, beside oneself, 
outraged, informal mad, hopping inad, wild, 
livid, apoplectic, hot under the collar, foaming 
at the mouth, steamed up, m a paddy, fit to be 
tied, poetic /literary wrathful, archaic wroth 

incentive ► noun inducement, motivation, mo- 
tive, reason, stimulus, stimulant, spur, im- 
petus, encouragement, impulse, incitement, 
goad, provocation, attraction, lure, carrot, bait. 
informal sweetener, come-on 
-opposites deterrent 

inception ►noun establishment, institution, 
foundation, founding, formation, initiation, 
setting up, origination, constitution, inaugur- 
ation, opening, day one, beginning, commence- 
ment, start, birth, dawn, genesis, origin, informal 
kick-off 

-opposites end 

incessant ► adjective ceaseless, unceasing, 
constant, continual, unabating, interminable, 
endless, unending, never-ending, everlasting, 
eternal, perpetual, continuous, non-stop, un- 
interrupted, unbroken, unremitting, persistent, 
relentless, unrelenting, unrelieved, sustained 
-opposites intermittent 

incessantly ►adverb constantly, continual- 
ly, all the time, non-stop, without stopping, 
without a break, round the clock, {morning, 
noon, and night), interminably, unremittingly, 
ceaselessly, endlessly, informal 24-7 
-opposites occasionally 

Incidence ► noun occurrence, prevalence. 

rate, frequency, amount, degree, extent 
incident ►noun Q incidents in his youth’ event, 
occurrence, episode, experience, happening, 
occasion, proceeding, eventuality, affair, busi- 
ness, adventure, exploit, escapade; matter, cir- 
cumstance. fact, development. Q police are inves- 
tigating the mcfdent disturbance, fracas, melee. 
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commotion, rumpus, scene, fight, skirmish, 
clash, brawl, free-for-all. encounter, conflict, 
ruckus, confrontation, altercation, contre- 
temps, informal ruction. Law, dated affray 0the 
journey was not without incident excitement, ad- 
venture, drama, danger, peril 

incidental ►adjective Q incidental details less 
important, secondary, subsidiary, minor, per- 
ipheral, background, by-the-way. by-the-by, 
non-essential, inessential, unimportant, insig- 
nificant, inconsequential, tangential, extrinsic, 
extraneous Qan incidental discovery chance, ac- 
cidental, random, fluky, fortuitous, serendipit- 
ous, adventitious, coincidental, unlooked-for 
Qthe risks incidental to the job connected with, 
related to, associated with, accompanying, at- 
tending, attendant on, concomitant with 
-opposites essential, deliberate 

Incidentally ►adverb Q incidentally, I haven't 
had a reply yet by the way, by the by(e), in pass- 
ing, en passant, speaking of which, parenthet- 
ically, informal btw, as it happens 0 the infection 
was discovered incidentally by chance, by acci- 
dent, accidentally, fortuitously, by a fluke, by 
happenstance, coincidentally, by coincidence 

Incinerate ► verb burn, reduce to ashes, con- 
sume by fire, carbonize, cremate 

Incipient ► adjective developing, growing, 
emerging, emergent, dawning, just beginning, 
inceptive, initial, nascent, embryonic, fledgling, 
in its infancy, germinal 
-opposites full-blown 

incise ►verb Q the wound was incised cut 
(open), make an incision in. slit (open), lance 
Qan inscription incised in Roman letters engrave, 
etch, carve, cut, chisel, inscribe, score, chase 

Incision ►noun Qa surgical incision cut, open- 
ing. slit 0 Incisions on the marble notch, nick, 
snick, scratch, scarification 

incisive ►adjective penetrating, acute, sharp, 
sharp-witted, razor-sharp, keen, astute, tren- 
chant, shrewd, piercing, perceptive, insightful, 
percipient, perspicacious, discerning, analytic- 
al, clever, smart, quick, concise, succinct, 
pithy, to the point, crisp, clear, informal punchy 
-opposites rambling, vague 

incite ► verb Qhe was arrested for mating raaal 
hatred stir up. whip up, encourage, fan the 
flames of, stoke up, fuel, kindle, ignite, in- 
flame, stimulate, instigate, provoke, excite, 
arouse, awaken, inspire, trigger, spark off, fer- 
ment. foment, poetic/ literary enkindle, waken 
Qshe incited him to commit murder egg on, en- 
courage, urge, goad, provoke, spur on, drive, 
stimulate, push, prod, prompt, induce, impel, 
arouse, rouse, excite, inflame, sting, prick, infor- 
mal put up to. 

-opposites discourage, deter 

incivility ► noun rudeness, discourtesy, dis- 
courteousness, impoliteness, bad manners, dis- 
respect, boorishness, ungraciousness, inso- 
lence, impertinence, impudence 
-opposites politeness. 

Inclement ► adjective cold, chilly, bleak, win- 
try. freezing, snowy, icy, wet, rainy, dnzzly, 
damp; stormy, blustery, wild, rough, squally, 
windy, unpleasant, bad, foul, nasty, filthy, se- 
vere, extreme, harsh. 

-opposites fine 


inclination ►noun Qhu political inclinations. 
tendency, propensity, proclivity, leaning, pre- 
disposition, disposition, predilection, desire, 
wish, impulse, bent, liking, penchant, partial- 
ity, preference, appetite, fancy, interest, affin- 
ity, stomach, taste, informal yen, formal velleity, ar- 
chaic list, humour 0an inclination of his head 
bowing, bow, bending, nod, nodding, lowering 
0 an inclination of ninety degrees See incline noun 
-oppositfs aversion 

incline ►verb Ofas prejudice inclines him to over- 
look obvious facts predispose, lead, make, make 
of a mind to, dispose, prejudice, prompt, in- 
duce, influence, sway, persuade, convince 0f 
incline to the opposite view prefer, favour, go for, 
tend, lean, swing, veer, gravitate, be drawn 
0he inclined his head bend, bow, nod, bob, 
lower, dip Qthe columns incline away from the 
vertical lean, tilt, angle, tip, slope, slant, bend, 
curve, bank, cant, bevel, list, heel 
► noun a steep incline slope, gradient, pitch, 
ramp, bank, ascent, nse, aa livity, upslope, dip, 
descent, declivity, downslope, hill, N Amer 
grade, downgrade, upgrade 
inclined ►adjective Ql'm inclined to believe her 
disposed, minded, of a mind, willing, ready, 
prepared, predisposed 0 she's inclined to gossip 
prone, given, in the habit of, liable, likely, apt, 
poetic/ literary wont 

include ►verb O activities include sports, drama, 
music, and chess incorporate, comprise, encom- 
pass, cover, embrace, involve, take in. number, 
contain, consist of, be made up of, be com- 
posed of, formal comprehend 0 don’t forget to in- 
clude the cost of repairs allow for, count, take 
into account, take into consideration 
-opposites exclude 

Including ►preposition inclusive of, counting, 
as well as, plus, together with 
Inclusive ► adjective Qan inclusive price | an in- 
clusive definition all-in, all-inclusive, compre- 
hensive, in toto, overall, full, all-round, urn- 
* brella, catch-all, all-encompassing Q prices are 
inclusive of VAT including, incorporating, taking 
in, counting, comprising, covering 
incognito ►adverb & adjective under an as 
sumed name, under a false name, in disguise, 
disguised, under cover, in plain clothes, cam- 
ouflaged, secretly, anonymously 

Incoherent ►adjective 0<J long, incoherent 
speech * unclear, confused, muddled, unintelli- 
gible, incomprehensible, hard to follow, dis- 
jointed. disconnected, disordered, mixed up, 
garbled, jumbled, scrambled, rambling, wan- 
dering, discursive, disorganized, illogical; in- 
articulate, mumbling, slurred Qshe was inco- 
herent and shivering violently delirious, raving, 
babbling, hysterical, irrational 
-opposites lucid. 

incombustible ► adjective non-flammable, 
non-combustible, fireproof, flameproof, fire/ 
flame resistant, fire/flame retardant, heatproof, 
ovenproof. 

-opposites flammable, inflammable 
income ► noun earnings, salary, pay. remuner- 
ation, wages, stipend; revenue, receipts, tak- 
ings, profits, gains, proceeds, turnover, yield, 
dividend, incomings, means; N Amer take; formal 
emolument. 

-opposites expenditure, outgoings. 
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incoming ^adjective Qthe incoming train ar 
riving, entering, approaching, coming (m) 
©the incoming president newly elected, newly 
appointed, succeeding, new, next, future, elect, 
to-be, designate 
-opposites outgoing 

incommensurate * adjective out of pro 

portion, not in proportion, disproportionate, 
inappropriate, out of keeping, insufficient. in- 
adequate, excessive, inordinate, unreasonable, 
uncalled for, undue, unfair 
-opposites proportional 

incommunicable ► adjective indescribable, 
inexpressible, unutterable, unspeakable, un- 
definable, ineffable, beyond words, beyond de- 
scription, overwhelming, intense, profound 

incomparable ► adjective without equal, be- 
yond compare, unparalleled, matchless, peer- 
less, unmatched, without parallel, beyond com- 
parison, second to none, in a class of its own, 
unequalled, unrivalled, inimitable, nonpareil, 
par excellence, transcendent, superlative, sur- 
passing, unsurpassed, unsurpassable, supreme, 
top, outstanding, consummate, singular, 
unique, rare, perfect, informal one-in-a-million, 
formal unexampled 

incomparably ► adverb FAR and away, by far, 
infinitely, immeasurably, easily, inimitably, su- 
premely, supeilatively, uniquely, transcendent- 
ly 

incompatible * adjective Q she and McBride 
are totally incompatible unsuited, mismatched, 
ill-matched, poles apart, worlds apart, like day 
and night, Brit like chalk and cheese Q incom- 
patible economic objectives irreconcilable, con- 
flicting. opposed, opposite, contradictory, an- 
tagonistic, antipathetic, clashing, inharmoni- 
ous, discordant, mutually exclusive ©a theory 
incompatible with that of his predecessor inconsist 
ent with, at odds with, out of keeping with, at 
variance with, inconsonant with, different to. 
divergent from, contrary to, in conflict with, in 
opposition to, (diametrically) opposed to. coun- 
ter to, irreconcilable with 
-opposites well matched, harmonious, con- 
sistent 

incompetent ► adjective inept, unskilful, un- 
skilled, inexpert, amateurish, unprofessional, 
bungling, blundering, clumsy, inadequate, 
substandard, inferior, ineffective, deficient, in- 
efficient, ineffectual, wanting, lacking, leaving 
much to be desired, incapable, unfit, unquali- 
fied, informal useless, pathetic, cack-handed, 
ham-fisted, not up to it, not up to scratch, Brit 
informal not much cop 

incomplete ► adjective Qthe project is still in- 
complete unfinished, uncompleted, partial, 
half-finished, half-done, half-completed ©in- 
accurate or incomplete information deficient, in- 
sufficient, imperfect, defective, partial, patchy, 
sketchy, fragmentary, fragmented, scrappy, 
bitty, abridged, shortened, expurgated, bowd- 
lerized. 

Incomprehensible ► adjective unintelli 
gible, impossible to understand, impenetrable, 
unclear, indecipherable, beyond one’s compre- 
hension, beyond one, beyond one’s grasp, com- 
plicated. complex, involved, baffling, bewilder- 
ing. mystifying, puzzling, confusing, perplex- 
ing, abstruse, esoteric, recondite, arcane, mys- 


terious, Delphic, informal over one’s head, all 
Greek to someone. Bnt informal double Dutch 
-opposites intelligible, clear 

inconceivable * adjective unbelievable, be- 
yond belief, incredible, unthinkable, unimagin- 
able, extremely unlikely, impossible, beyond 
the bounds of possibility, out of the question, 
preposterous, ridiculous, ludicrous, absurd, in- 
comprehensible. informal hard to swallow 
-opposites likely 

inconclusive ► adjective indecisive, proving 
nothing, indefinite, indeterminate, unresolved, 
unproved, unsettled, still open to question/ 
doubt, debatable, unconfirmed, moot, vague, 
ambiguous, informal up in the air, left hanging 

incongruous ► adjective Qthe women looked 
incongruous in their smart hats and fur coats out 
of place, out of keeping, inappropriate, unsuit- 
able, unsuited, wrong, strange, odd, absurd, bi- 
zane, off-key, extraneous ©an incongruous col- 
lection of objects ill-matched, ill-assorted, mis- 
matched, unharmomous, discordant, dissonant, 
conflicting, clashing, jarring, incompatible, dif- 
ferent. dissimilar, contrasting, disparate 
-opposites appropriate, harmonious 
inconsequential ► adjective insignificant, 
unimportant, of little no/consequence, neither 
here nor there, incidental, inessential, non- 
essential. immaterial, irrelevant, negligible, in- 
appreciable, inconsiderable, slight, minor, triv- 
ial, trifling, petty, informal piddling, piffling 
-opposites important 

inconsiderable * adjective insignificant, 
negligible, trifling, small, tiny, little, minus- 
cule, nominal, token, petty, slight, minor, in- 
appreciable, insubstantial, inconsequential, in- 
formal piffling, formal exiguous 

inconsiderate ► adjective thoughtless, un- 
thinking. insensitive, selfish, self-centred, un- 
sympathetic, uncaring, heedless, unmindful, 
unkind, uncharitable, ungracious, impolite, dis- 
courteous. rude, disrespectful, tactless, undiplo- 
matic, indiscreet, indelicate, informal ignorant 
-opposites thoughtful 

inconsistent ► adjective Qhis inconsistent be- 
haviour erratic, changeable, unpredictable, 
variable, varying, changing, changeful, incon- 
stant, unstable, irregular, fluctuating, unsteady, 
unsettled, uneven, self-contradictory, contra- 
dictory, paradoxical, capricious, fickle, flighty, 
whimsical, unreliable, mercurial, volatile, 
blowing hot and cold, ever-changing, cham- 
eleon-like, informal up and down, technical labile 
©he had done nothing inconsistent with hts moral- 
ity. incompatible with, conflicting with, m con- 
flict with, at odds with, at variance with, differ- 
ing from, contrary to, in opposition to, (dia- 
metrically) opposed to, irreconcilable with, out 
of keeping with, out of step with, antithetical 
to 

inconsolable ► adjective heartbroken, 
broken-hearted, grief-stricken, beside oneself 
with gnef, devastated, wretched, sick at heart, 
desolate, despairing, distraught, comfortless, 
miserable, unhappy, sad, poetic j literary heartsick 

inconspicuous * adjective unobtrusive, un- 
noticeable, unremarkable, unspectacular, un- 
ostentatious, undistinguished, unexceptional, 
modest, unassuming, discreet, hidden, con- 
cealed; unseen, in the background, low-profile 



inconstant | inculcate 


444 


-opposites noticeable 

inconstant ► adjective fickle, faithless, un- 
faithful, false, false-hearted, wayward, unreli- 
able, untrustworthy, capricious, volatile, 
flighty, unpredictable, erratic, blowing hot and 
cold, informal cheating, two-timing 
-opposites faithful 

incontestable ► adjective incontrovertible, 
indisputable, undeniable, irrefutable, unassail- 
able, beyond dispute, unquestionable, beyond 
question, indubitable, beyond doubt, airtight, 
watertight, unarguable, undebatable, emphatic, 
categorical, certain, definite, definitive, proven, 
demonstrable, decisive, conclusive 
-opposites questionable 

incontinent ► adjective unrestrained, uncon- 
trolled, lacking self-restraint, unbridled, un- 
checked, uncontrollable, ungovernable 
incontrovertible ► adjective indisputable, 
incontestable, undeniable, irrefutable, unassail- 
able. beyond dispute, unquestionable, beyond 
question, indubitable, beyond doubt, unargu- 
able. undebatable, certain, sure, definite, de- 
finitive. proven, decisive, conclusive, demon- 
strable, emphatic, categoncal, airtight, water- 
tight 

-opposites questionable 

inconvenience ► noun Owe apologize for any 
inconvenience caused trouble, bother, problems, 
disruption, difficulty, disturbance, vexation, ir- 
ritation. annoyance, informal aggravation, hassle 
©his early arrival was clearly an inconvenience 
nuisance, trouble, bother, problem, vexation, 
wony, trial, bind, bore, irritant, thorn in 
someone’s flesh, informal headache, pain, pain in 
the neck, pam in the backside, drag, aggrava- 
tion, hassle, N Amer informal pam in the butt 
► verb I don't want to inconvenience you trouble, 
bother, put out, put to any trouble, disturb, 
impose on, burden, vex, annoy, irritate, informal 
hassle, formal discommode 
inconvenient ►adjective awkward, difficult, 
inopportune, untimely, ill-timed, unsuitable, 
inappropriate, unfortunate; tiresome, irritating, 
annoying, vexing, bothersome, informal aggravat- 
ing 

Incorporate ►verb Qthe region was incorpor- 
ated into Moldavian territory absorb, include, 
subsume, assimilate, integrate, lake in. swal- 
low up ©the model incorporates some advanced 
features include, contain, comprise, embody, 
embrace, build in. encompass © a small amount 
of salt is incorporated with the butter blend, mix, 
mingle, meld, combine, fold in, stir in 
Incorporeal ► adjective intangible, impalp- 
able. non-physical, bodiless, disembodied, dis- 
camate, spiritual, ethereal, unsubstantial, in- 
substantial, transcendental, ghostly, spectral, 
supernatural 
-opposites tangible 

incorrect ►adjective Qan incorrect answer 
wrong, erroneous, in error, mistaken, inaccur- 
ate, wide of the mark, off target, untrue, false, 
fallacious; informal off beam, out, way out, full 
of holes © incorrect behaviour inappropriate, 
wrong, unsuitable, inapt, inapposite; ill- 
advised, ill-considered, ill-judged, injudicious, 
unacceptable, unfitting, out of keeping, im- 
proper, unseemly, unbecoming, indecorous, in- 
formal out of order. 


incorrigible ►adjective inveterate, habitual, 
confirmed, hardened, incurable, irredeemable, 
hopeless, beyond hope, beyond redemption, 
impenitent, uncontnte, unrepentant, unapolo- 
getic, unashamed 

incorruptible ►adjective Qan incorruptible 
man honest, honourable, trustworthy, prin- 
cipled, high-pnncipled, unbnbable, moral, eth- 
ical, good, virtuous ©an incorruptible substance 
imperishable, indestructible, indissoluble, en- 
during, everlasting 
-opposite^ *'enal 

Increase ►verb Q demand is likely to increase 
grow, get bigger, get larger, enlarge, expand, 
swell, rise, climb, escalate, soar, surge, rocket, 
shoot up, spiral, intensify, strengthen, extend, 
heighten, stretch, spread, widen, multiply, 
snowball, mushroom, proliferate, balloon, 
build up, mount up, pile up, accrue, accumu- 
late, poetic/ literary wax © higher expectations will 
increase user demand add to, make larger, make 
bigger, augment, supplement, top up, build up. 
extend, raise, swell, inflate, magnify, intensify, 
strengthen, heighten, amplify, informal up, jack 
up, hike up, bump up, crank up 
-opposites decrease, reduce 
► noun the increase in size | an increase in demand 
growth, nse. enlargement, expansion, exten- 
sion, multiplication, elevation, inflation, incre- 
ment, addition, augmentation, magnification, 
intensification, amplification, step up. climb, 
escalation, surge, upsurge, upswing, spiral, 
spurt, informal hike 

increasingly ►adverb more and more, pro- 
gressively, to an increasing extent, ever more 
incredible ►adjective QI find his story incred- 
ible unbelievable, beyond belief, hard to be- 
lieve, unconvincing, far-fetched, implausible, 
improbable, highly unlikely, dubious, doubtful, 
inconceivable, unthinkable, unimaginable, im- 
possible, feeble, weak, thin, lame, informal haid 
to swallow/take, cock-and-bull ©an incredible 
• feat of engineering magnificent, wonderful, mar- 
vellous, spectacular, remarkable, phenomenal, 
prodigious breathtaking, extraordinary, un- 
believable, amazing, stunning, astounding, as- 
tonishing. awe-inspiring, staggering, formid- 
able, impressive, supreme, great, awesome, 
superhuman, informal fantastic, terrific, tremen- 
dous, stupendous, mind-boggling, mind-blow- 
ing, out of this world, poetic /literary wondrous 

incredulity ► noun disbelief, incredulousness, 
scepticism, distrust, mistrust, suspicion, doubt, 
doubtfulness, dubiousness, lack of conviction, 
cynicism 

incredulous ►adjective disbelieving, un- 
believing, sceptical, distrustful, mistrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, dubious, unconvinced, 
cynical 

increment ► noun increase, addition, supple- 
ment, gain, augmentation, boost, informal hike. 
-opposites reduction. 

incriminate ►verb implicate, involve, en- 
mesh, blame, accuse, denounce, inform 
against, point the finger at; entrap, informal 
frame, set up. stick/pin the blame on, rat on, 
Bnt informal fit up, grass on, archaic inculpate, 
inculcate ►verb Qthe beliefs inculcated in him 
by his father, instil, implant, fix, impress, im- 
print; hammer into, drum into, dnve into, drill 
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into, din into Q they will try to inculcate you with 
a respect for culture imbue, infuse, inspire, teach 

inculpate ► verb ( archaic ) See incriminate 

incumbent * adjective Qit is incumbent on the 
government to give a clear lead necessary, essen- 
tial, required, imperative, compulsory, binding, 
obligatory, mandatory Qthe incumbent pres i- 
dent current, present, in office, in power, 
reigning 

► noun the first incumbent of the post holder, bear- 
er, occupant 

incur ► verb bring upon oneself, expose one- 
self to, lay oneself open to, run up, attract, in- 
vite, earn, arouse, cause, give rise to. be liable/ 
subject to, meet with, sustain, experience 

incurable ► adjective Qan incurable illness un 
treatable, inoperable, irremediable, terminal, 
fatal, mortal, chronic Qan incurable romantic 
inveterate, dyed-m-the-wool, confirmed, estab- 
lished. long-established, long-standing, abso- 
lute, complete, utter, thorough, thorough- 
going, out-and-out, through and through, un- 
ashamed. unapologetic, unrepentant, incorri- 
gible, hopeless 

incursion ► noun attack, assault, raid, inva- 
sion, storming, foray, blitz, sortie, sally, ad- 
vance, push, thrust 
-opposites retreat 

indebted ► adjective beholden, under an obli- 
gation, obliged, obligated, grateful, thankful, in 
someone's debt, owing a debt of gratitude 

indecent * adjective O indecent photographs ob 
scene, dirty, filthy, rude, coarse, naughty, vul- 
gar. gross, crude, lewd, salacious, improper, 
smutty, off colour, pornographic, offensive, 
prurient, sordid, scatological, ribald, risque, 
racy, informal blue, nudge-nudge, pom, porno, 
X-rated, raunchy, skin, Bnt informal saucy, eu- 
phemistic adult 0 indecent clothes revealing, 
short, brief, skimpy, scanty, low-cut, flimsy, 
thin, see-through, erotic, arousing, sexy, sug- 
gestive, titillating 0 indecent haste unseemly, 
improper, indecorous, unceremonious, indeli- 
cate, unbecoming, ungentlemanly, unladylike, 
unfitting, unbefitting, untoward, unsuitable, in- 
appropriate, in bad taste, tasteless, unaccept- 
able, offensive, crass 

indecipherable ► adjective illegible, unread- 
able, hard to read, unintelligible, unclear, 
scribbled, scrawled, hieroglyphic, squiggly, 
cramped, crabbed 

indecision ► noun indecisiveness, irresolu- 
tion, hesitancy, hesitation, tentativeness, am- 
bivalence, doubt, doubtfulness, uncertainty, in- 
certitude, vacillation, equivocation, second 
thoughts, shilly-shallying, dithenng. temporiz- 
ing, Bnt humming and hawing, Scottish swither- 
ing, informal dilly-dallying, sitting on the fence, 
formal dubiety. 

indecisive ► adjective Qan indecisive result • in 
conclusive, proving nothing, settling nothing, 
open, indeterminate, undecided, unsettled, bor- 
derline, indefinite, unclear, ambiguous, informal 
up in the air. Qan indecisive leader irresolute, 
hesitant, tentative, weak; vacillating, equivocat- 
ing. dithenng, wavenng, faltering, shilly- 
shallying. ambivalent, divided, blowing hot and 
cold, in two minds, in a dilemma, m a quan- 
dary, tom; doubtfUl, unsure, uncertain; un- 
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decided, uncommitted, informal iffy, sitting on 
the fence 

indecorous ► adjective improper, unseemly, 
unbecoming, undignified, immodest, indeli- 
cate, indecent, unladylike, ungentlemanly. in- 
appropriate, incorrect, unsuitable, undesirable, 
unfitting, in bad taste, ill-bred 

Indecorum ► noun impropriety, unseemli- 
ness, immodesty, indecency, indelicacy, in- 
appropnateness, unsuitability, undesirability, 
unacceptability, bad taste 

indeed ►adverb O there was, indeed, quite a fur- 
ore as expected, to be sure, in fact, in point of 
fact, as a matter of fact, in truth, actually, as it 
happens/happened, if truth be told, archaic in 
sooth 0 ‘May I jom you 7 ’ ‘Indeed you may ' yes, 
certainly, assuredly, of course, naturally, with- 
out (a) doubt, without question, by all means, 
informal you bet, I’ll say 0 kin's future with us 
looked rosy indeed very, extremely, exceedingly, 
tremendously, immensely, singularly, decided- 
ly, particularly, remarkably, really 

indefatigable ►adjective tireless, untiring, 
unweaned, unwearying, unflagging, deter- 
mined. tenacious, dogged, single-minded, as- 
siduous. industrious, unswerving, unfaltering, 
unshakeable, indomitable, persistent, relent- 
less, unremitting 

indefensible ►adjective Q indefensible cruelty 
inexcusable, unjustifiable, unjustified, unpar- 
donable. unforgivable, uncalled for, unpro- 
voked. gratuitous, unreasonable, unnecessary 
Qan indefensible system of dual justice untenable, 
unsustainable, insupportable, unwarranted, un- 
warrantable. unjustifiable, unjustified, flawed, 
unacceptable 0an indefensible island defence 
less, vulnerable, exposed, open to attack, preg- 
nable, undefended, unfortified, unguarded, un- 
protected, unarmed 

indefinable ►adjective hard to define, hard 
to describe, indescribable, inexpressible, name- 
less, vague, obscure, impalpable, elusive 

indefinite ►adjective Qan indefinite period in 
determinate, unspecified, unlimited, unrestrict- 
ed, undecided, undetermined, undefined, un- 
fixed, unsettled, unknown, uncertain, limitless, 
infinite, endless, immeasurable Qan indefinite 
meaning vague, ill-defined, unclear, loose, gen- 
eral, imprecise, inexact, nebulous, blurred, 
fuzzy, hazy, obscure, ambiguous, equivocal 
-opposites fixed, clear 

indefinitely ► adverb for an unspecified 
period, for an unlimited period, without limit, 
sine die 

indelible ►adjective ineradicable, permanent, 
lasting, persisting, enduring, unfading, unfor- 
gettable, haunting, never to be forgotten 

indelicate ►adjective Qan indelicate question 
insensitive, tactless, undiplomatic, impolitic, 
indiscreet Qan indelicate sense of humour vul 
gar, rude, crude, bawdy, racy, nsqu£, ribald, 
earthy, indecent, improper, naughty, indecor- 
ous, off colour, dirty, smutty, salacious, informal 
blue, nudge nudge, raunchy; Bnt informal saucy 

indemnify ►verb Qhe should be indemnified for 
his losses reimburse, compensate, recompense, 
repay, pay back, remunerate, recoup 0 they are 
indemnified against breach of contract, insure, 
guarantee, protect, secure, underwrite. 
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indemnity ► noun Q no indemnity will be given 
for loss of cash insurance, assurance, protection, 
security, indemnification, surety, guarantee, 
warranty, safeguard 0 indemnity from prosecu- 
tion immunity, exemption, dispensation, free- 
dom, special treatment, privilege ©the com- 
pany was paid $100,000 in indemnity compensa 
tion, reimbursement, recompense, repayment, 
restitution, payment, redress, reparation(s), 
damages 

indent ►verb Qa coastline indented by many 
fiords notch, make an indentation in, scallop, 
groove, furrow ©you'll have to indent for a new 
uniform order, put in an order for, requisition, 
apply for, put in for, request, ask for, claim, 
put in a request/claim for. call for 
► noun ( Bnt ) an indent for silk scarves order, requi- 
sition. purchase ordei, request, call, applica- 
tion, claim 

indentation ►noun hollow, depression, dip, 
dent, dint, cavity, concavity, pit, trough, 
dimple, cleft, snick, nick, notch, recess, bay, 
inlet, cove 

Indenture ►noun contract, agreement, com- 
pact, covenant, bond, warrant, certificate, 
deed, document, instrument 

independence ►noun Qthe struggle for 
American independence self-government, self- 
rule, home rule, self-determination, sovereign- 
ty, autonomy, non-alignment, freedom, liberty 
©he valued his independence self-sufficiency, 
self-reliance ©the adviser's independence impar 
tiality, neutrality, disinterest, disinterested- 
ness, detachment, objectivity ©independence of 
spirit freedom, individualism, unconventional- 
lty, unorthodoxy 

Independent ►adjective ©an independent 
country self-governing, self-ruling, self-deter- 
minmg, sovereign, autonomous, autarchic, 
free, non-aligned ©two independent groups of 
biologists verified the results separate, different, 
unconnected, unrelated, dissociated, discrete 
0 an independent school private, non-state-run, 
pnvate-sector, feepaying, privatized, denation- 
alized ©her grown-up, independent children 
self-sufficient, self-supporting, self-reliant, 
standing on one’s own two feet 0 independent 
advice impartial, unbiased, unprejudiced, neu- 
tral, disinterested, uninvolved, uncommitted, 
detached. dispassionate, objective, non- 
partisan. non-discnminatoiy, with no axe to 
gnnd, without fear or favour ©an independent 
spirit, freethinking, free, individualistic, uncon- 
ventional, maverick, bold, unconstrained, un- 
fettered, untrammelled 

-opposites subservient, related, public, biased 

Independently ►adverb alone, on one’s 
own, separately, unaccompanied, solo, unaid- 
ed, unassisted, without help, by one’s own ef- 
forts, under one’s own steam, single- 
handedly), off one’s own bat, on one’s own 
initiative 

Indescribable ►adjective inexpressible, in- 
definable, beyond words/description, incom- 
municable. ineffable, unutterable, unspeakable; 
intense, extreme, acute, strong, powerful, pro- 
found; incredible, extraordinaiy, remarkable, 
prodigious 

indestructible ► adjective unbreakable, 
shatterproof, durable; lastmg, enduring, ever- 


lasting. perennial, deathless, undying, immor- 
tal, inextinguishable, imperishable, poetic /literary 
adamantine 
-opposites fragile 

indeterminate ►adjective ©an indeterminate 
period of time undetermined, uncertain, un- 
known, unspecified, unstipulated, indefinite, 
unfixed ©some indeterminate background noise 
vague, indefinite, unspecific, unclear, nebu- 
lous, indistinct, amorphous, shapeless, form- 
less, hazy, faint, shadowy, dim 

index ►noun ©the library's subject index list, 
listing, inventory, catalogue, register, directory 
© literature ls an index to the condition of civiliza- 
tion guide, sign, indication, indicator, measure, 
signal, mark, evidence, symptom, token, clue, 
hint ©the index jumped up the dial pointer, in- 
dicator, needle, hand, finger, marker 

India ► noun. See list 

States and Union Territories of 
India 


STATE 

Andhra Pradesh 
Arunachal Pradesh 
Assam 
Bihar 

Chhattisgarfi 

Delhi 

Goa 

Gujarat 

Haryana 

Himachal Pradesh 
Jammu and Kashmir 

Jharkand 

Karnataka 

Kerala 

Madhya Pradesh 

■Maharashtra 

Manipur 

Meghalaya 

Mizoram 

Nagaland 

Orissa 

Punjab 

Rajasthan 

Sikkim 

Tamil Nadu 

Tripura 

Uttaranchal 

Uttar Pradesh 

West Bengal 


Union Tmiiitokv 

Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands 
Chandigarh 

Dadra and Nagar Have# 
Daman and ORi 
Lakshadweep 
Pondicherry 


CAPITAL 

Hyderabad 

Itanagar 

Dispur 

Patna 

Raipur 

Delhi 

Panaji 

Gandhinagar 
Chandigarh 
Shlmla (Simla) 
Srinagar (summer) 
Jammu (winter) 
Ranchi 
Bangalore 

Thlruvananthapuram 

(Trivandrum) 

Bhopal 

Mumbai (Bombay) 

Imphal 

Shillong 

Aizawl 

Kohima 

Bhubaneswar 

Chandigarh 

Jaipur 

Gangtok 

Chennai (Madras) 
Agartala 
Dehra Dun 
Lucknow 

Kolkata (Calcutta) 

CAPITAL 
Port Blair 

Chandigarh 

Slfvassa 

Daman 

Kavaratti 

Pondicherry 


Indicate ► verb ©sales indicate a growing market 
for such art ■ point to, be a sign of, be evidence 
of, evidence, demonstrate, show, testify to, be- 
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speak, be a symptom of. be symptomatic ot, 
denote, connote, mark, signal, signify, suggest, 
imply, manifest, reveal, betray, display, reflect, 
represent, formal evince, poetic /literary betoken 
© the president indicated his willingness to use force 
state, declare, make known, communicate, an- 
nounce. mention, reveal, divulge, disclose, put 
it on record, admit © please indicate your choice 
of prize on the form, specify, designate, stipulate, 
show Qhc inducted the room with a sweep of his 
arm point to, point out, gesture towards 

indicated ► adjective in such cases surgery is indi- 
cated advisable, recommended, suggested, de- 
sirable, preferable, best, sensible, wise, com- 
monsensical, prudent, in someone’s (best) 
interests, necessary, needed, required, called 
for 

indication ► noun SIGN, signal, indicator, 
symptom, maik, manifestation, demonstration, 
show, evidence, pointer, guide, hint, clue, in- 
timation, omen, augury, portent, warning, 
forewarning 

indicative ►adjective symptomatic, expres- 
sive, suggestive, representative, emblematic, 
symbolic, typical, characteristic, rare mdicatoiy 
indicator ►noun ©these test s are a reliable indi- 
cator of performance measure, gauge, barometei, 
guide, index, mark, sign, signal, standard, 
touchstone, yardstick, benchmark, criterion, 
point of reference, guideline, test, litmus test 
©the depth indicator meter, measuring device, 
measure, gauge, dial ©a position indicator 
pointer, needle, hand, arrow, marker 
indict ► verb charge, accuse, arraign, take to 
court, put on trial, prosecute, summons, cite, 
prefer charges against, N Amer impeach 
-opposites acquit 

indictment ►noun charge, accusation, ar- 
raignment, citation, summons. Bnt plaint, N 
Amer impeachment 

indifference ► noun O his apparent indifference 
infuriated her lack of concern, unconcern, dis- 
interest, lack of interest, lack of enthusiasm, 
apathy, nonchalance, boredom, unresponsive- 
ness, impassivity, dispassion, detachment, cool- 
ness © the indifference of the midjield players me 
diocrity, lack of distinction, amateurism, ama- 
teurishness, lack of inspiration 
indifferent ►adjective ©an indifferent shrug 
unconcerned, uninterested, uncaring, casual, 
nonchalant, offhand, uninvolved, unenthusias- 
tic, apathetic, lukewarm, phlegmatic, unim- 
pressed, bored, unmoved, unresponsive, impas- 
sive, dispassionate, detached, cool ©an indiffer- 
ent performance mediocre, ordinary, average, 
middling, middle-of-the-road, uninspired, un- 
distinguished. unexceptional, unexciting, unre- 
markable, run-of-the-mill, pedestrian, piosaic, 
lacklustre, forgettable, amateur, amateurish, in- 
formal OK, so-so, fair-to-middling, no great 
shakes, not up to much, Bnt informal not much 
cop, N Amer informal bush-league; NZ informal 
half-pie. 

-opposites enthusiastic, brilliant 
indigenous ► adjective native, original, abori- 
ginal, autochthonous, earliest, first 
indigent ►adjective poor, impecunious, desti- 
tute, penniless, impoverished, insolvent, 
poverty-stricken; needy, in need, hard up, on 
the breadline, depnved, disadvantaged, badly 


off, on one’s beam-ends, informal on one’s up- 
pers, broke, flat broke, strapped (for cash), 
without a brass farthing, without a bean/sou, 
as poor as a church mouse, Bnt informal stony 
broke, skint, boracic, N Amer informal on skid 
row, formal penurious 
-opposites nch 

indigestion ► noun dyspepsia, heartburn, 
pyrosis, acidity, stomach ache, (an) upset stom- 
ach, (a) stomach upset, informal bellyache, 
tummy ache, collywobbles. 

indignant ► adjective aggrieved, resentful, af- 
fronted, disgruntled, displeased, cross, angry, 
annoyed, offended, exasperated, irritated, 
piqued, nettled, in high dudgeon, chagrined, in- 
formal peeved, vexed, irked, put out. miffed, ag- 
gravated, nled, in a huff. Bnt informal narked, N 
Amer informal sore 

indignation ► noun resentment, umbrage, af- 
front, disgruntlcment. displeasure, anger, an- 
noyance. irritation, exasperation, vexation, of- 
fence, pique, informal aggravation, poetic /literary 
ire 

indignity ► noun shame, humiliation, loss of 
self-respect, loss of pride, loss of face, embar- 
lassment, mortification, disgrace, dishonour, 
stigma, discredit, affront, insult, abuse, mis- 
treatment, injury, offence injustice, slight, 
snub, discourtesy, disrespect, informal slap in the 
face, kick in the teeth 

indirect ►adjective ©an indirect effect inciden 
tal, accidental, unintended, secondary, subor- 
dinate, ancillary, collateral, concomitant, con- 
tingent ©the indirect route roundabout, circu- 
itous, wandering, meandering, serpentine, 
winding, tortuous, zigzag ©an indirect attack 
oblique, inexplicit, implicit, implied, allusive 

indirectly ►adverb ©/ heard of the damage in- 
directly second-hand, at second hand, from 
others, informal on the grapevine, on the bush/ 
jungle telegraph ©he referred to the subject in- 
directly obliquely, by implication, allusively 

indiscernible ►adjective ©an almost indis- 
cernible change unnoticeable, imperceptible, in- 
visible, hidden, undetectable, indistinguishable, 
inappreciable, tiny, minute, minuscule, micro- 
scopic, infinitesimal, negligible, inconsequen- 
tial ©an indiscernible shape indistinct, nebu- 
lous, unclear, fuzzy, obscure, vague, indefinite, 
amorphous, shadowy, dim, hard to make out 
-opposites distinct 

indiscreet ►adjective ©an indiscreet remark 
imprudent, unwise, impolitic, injudicious, in- 
cautious, irresponsible, ill-judged, ill-advised, 
misguided, ill-considered, careless, rash, un- 
wary, hasty, reckless, precipitate, impulsive, 
foolhardy, foolish, short-sighted, undiplomatic, 
indelicate, tactless, insensitive, inexpedient, 
untimely, infelicitous ©her indiscreet behaviour 
immodest, indecorous, unseemly, improper, in- 
decent, indelicate. 

indiscretion ► noun ©he was prone to indiscre- 
tion ■ imprudence, injudiciousness, incaution, ir- 
responsibility; carelessness, rashness, reckless- 
ness, precipitateness, impulsiveness, foolhardi- 
ness, foolishness, folly, tactlessness, insensitiv- 
ity © his past indiscretions blunder, lapse, gaffe, 
mistake, faux pas, error, slip, miscalculation, 
impropriety; misdemeanour, transgression, 
peccadillo, nusdeed, informal slip-up. 




indiscriminate | induce 


448 


indiscriminate ► adjective non-selective, un- 
selective, undiscnnunating, uncritical, aimless, 
hit-or-miss, haphazard, random, arbitrary, un- 
systematic. undirected, wholesale, general, 
sweeping, blanket, thoughtless, unthinking, 
unconsidered, casual, careless 
—opposites selective 

indispensable * adjective essential, neces- 
sary. all-important, of the utmost importance, 
of the essence, vital, crucial, key, needed, le- 
quired, requisite, invaluable 
-oppositfs superfluous 

Indisposed * adjective Omy wife is indisposed 
ill, unwell, sick, on the sick list, poorly, ailing, 
not (very) well, out of sorts, under/below par, 
out of action, hors de combat, Bnt off colour, in- 
formal under the weather Qshe was indisposed to 
help him reluctant, unwilling, disinclined, 
loath, unprepared, not disposed, not minded, 
averse 

-opposites well, willing 

indisposition ► noun Qa mild indisposition 
illness, malady, ailment, disorder, sickness, 
disease, infection, condition, complaint, prob- 
lem, informal bug. virus, Bnt informal lurgy 0his 
indisposition to leave the house reluctance, un- 
willingness, disinclination, aversion 

indisputable ► adjective incontrovertible, 
incontestable, undeniable, irrefutable, beyond 
dispute, unassailable, unquestionable, beyond 
question, indubitable, not in doubt, beyond 
doubt, beyond a shadow of a doubt, unargu- 
able, undebatable, airtight, watertight, un- 
equivocal. unmistakable, certain, sure, definite, 
definitive, proven, decisive, conclusive, demon 
strable, self-evident, clear, clear-cut, plain, obvi- 
ous, manifest, patent, palpable 
-opposites questionable 

indistinct ► adjective O the distant shoreline was 
indistinct blurred, out of focus, fuzzy, hazy, 
misty, foggy, cloudy, shadowy, dim, nebulous, 
unclear, obscure, vague, faint, indistinguish- 
able, barely perceptible, hard to see, hard to 
make out 0 the last two digits are indistinct inde 
cipherable, illegible, unreadable, hard to read 
©indistinct sounds muffled, muted, low, quiet, 
soft, faint, inaudible, hard to hear, muttered, 
mumbled 
-opposites clear 

indistinguishable ► adjective Q the two girls 
were indistinguishable identical, difficult to tell 
apart, like (two) peas in a pod. like Tweedle- 
dum and Tweedledee, very similar, two of a 
kind 0hts words were indistinguishable unintel- 
ligible. incomprehensible, hard to make out, 
indistinct, unclear, inaudible 
-opposites unalike, clear 

individual ► adjective Q exhibitions devoted to in- 
dividual artists single, separate, discrete, inde- 
pendent, sole, lone, solitary, isolated Qhe had 
his own individual style of music characteristic, 
distinctive, distinct, typical, particular, pecu- 
liar, personal, personalized, special, ©a chic 
and highly individual apartment ■ original, unique, 
exclusive, singular, idiosyncratic, different, un- 
usual, novel, unorthodox, atypical, out of the 
ordinary 

► noun OPfto* was a rather stuffy individual per- 
son, human being, mortal, soul, creature, man, 
boy. woman, girl, character, personage, mfonnal 
type, sort, beggar, cookie, customer, guy, gee- 


zer, devil, bastard, Bnt informal bod. gent, punt- 
er, informal, dated body, cove, archaic wight ©she 
was a real individual individualist, free spirit, 
nonconformist, original, eccentric, character, 
maverick, rare bird, Bnt informal one-off 
individualism ► noun independence, free- 
thinking. freedom of thought, originality, un- 
conventionality, eccentricity 
individualist ► noun free spirit, individual, 
nonconformist, original, eccentric, mavenck, 
i are bird, Bnt mfonnal one-off 
-oppositfs conformist 

individualistic * adjective unconventional, 
unorthodox, atypical, singular, unique, origin- 
al, nonconformist, independent, freethinking, 
eccentric, mavenck, strange, odd, peculiar, 
idiosyncratic 

individuality ► noun distinctiveness, distinc- 
tion, uniqueness, ongmality, smgulanty, par- 
ticularity, peculianty, differentness, separate- 
ness, personality, character, identity, self 
individually ► adverb one at a time, one by 
one, singly, separately, severally, independent- 
ly, apart 

-opposites together 

indoctrinate ► verb brainwash, propagand- 
ize, proselytize, inculcate, re-educate, persuade, 
convince, condition, mould, discipline, in- 
struct, teach, school, drill 
indolence ► noun laziness, idleness, slothful- 
ness, sloth, shiftlessness, inactivity, inaction, 
inertia, sluggishness, lethargy, languor, Ian- 
guidness, torpor, poetic/ literary hebetude 
indolent ► adjective lazy, idle, slothful, loafing, 
work-shy, do-nothing, sluggardly, shiftless, 
lackadaisical, languid, inactive, inert, sluggish, 
lethargic, torpid, slack, lax, remiss, negligent, 
good-for-nothing, feckless, informal bone idle 
-oppositfs industrious, energetic 
indomitable * adjective invincible, uncon- 
querable, unbeatable, unassailable, mvulner- 
. able, unshakeable. indefatigable, unyielding, 
unbending, stalwart, stout-hearted, lion- 
hearted, strong-willed, strong-minded, stead- 
fast, staunch, resolute, firm, determined, in- 
transigent, inflexible, adamant, unflinching, 
courageous, brave, valiant, heroic, intrepid, 
fearless, plucky, mettlesome, gntty, steely 
-opposites submissive 

indubitable * adjective unquestionable, un- 
doubtable, indisputable, unarguable, undebat- 
able, incontestable, undeniable, irrefutable, in- 
controvertible, unmistakable, unequivocal, cer- 
tain, sure, positive, definite, absolute, conclu- 
sive, watertight, beyond doubt, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, beyond dispute, beyond 
question, not in question, not m doubt 
-opposites doubtful 

induce ► verb Qthe pickets induced many workers 
to stay away persuade, convince, prevail upon, 
get, make, prompt, move, inspire, influence, 
encourage, motivate, coax into, wheedle into, 
cajole into, talk mto, prod mto, informal twist 
someone’s arm Q these activities induce a feeling 
of togetherness' bring about, cause, produce, ef- 
fect, create, give nse to, generate, instigate, en- 
gender, occasion, set in motion, lead to, result 
in, trigger off, spark off, whip up, stir up, kin- 
dle, arouse, rouse, foster, promote, encourage, 
poetic/ literary beget, enkindle. 
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-opposites dissuade, prevent 
inducement ► noun incentive, encourage' 
ment, attraction, temptation, stimulus, bait, 
carrot, lure, pull, draw, spur, goad, impetus, 
motive, motivation, provocation, bribe, reward, 
informal come-on, sweetener 
-opposites deterrent 

induct ► verb O the new ministers were inducted 
into the government admit to, allow into, intro- 
duce to, initiate into, install in. instate in, 
swear into, appoint to Qhe inducted me into the 
skills of magic introduce to, acquaint with, fa- 
miliarize with, make conversant with, ground 
in, instruct in. teach in, educate in, school in 
indulge ►verb Q Sally indulged her passion for 
long walks satisfy, gratify, fulfil, feed, accom- 
modate, yield to. give m to, give way to Qshe 
indulged in a fit of sulks wallow in, give oneself 
up to, give way to, yield to, abandon oneself to, 
give free rem to, luxuriate m, revel in, lose 
oneself in 0she did not like her children to be in- 
dulged pamper, spoil, ovei indulge, coddle, 
mollycoddle, cosset, baby, pet, spoon-feed, 
feather-bed, wiap in cotton wool, pander to, 
wait on hand and foot, cater to someone's 
every whim, kill with kindness, archaic cocker 
-opposites frustrate 

■ Indulge oneself treat oneself, give oneself 
a treat, have a spree, splash out, informal go to 
town, splurge 

indulgence ► noun Q the indulgence of all his 
desires satisfaction, gratification, fulfilment 
0 excess indulgence contributed to his ill-health 
self-gratification, self-indulgence, overmdul- 
gence, intemperance, linmodeiation. excess, 
excessiveness, lack of restraint, extravagance, 
decadence, pleasure-seeking, sybantism Qthey 
viewed holidays as an indulgence extravagance, 
luxury, treat, non-essential, extra, frill Qher 
indulgence left him spoilt pampering, coddling, 
mollycoddling, cosseting, babying 0 his parents 
view his lapses with indulgence tolerance, for- 
bearance, understanding, kindess, compassion, 
sympathy, forgiveness, leniency 
indulgent ►adjective generous, permissive, 
easy-going, liberal, tolerant, forgiving, forbear- 
ing, lenient, kind, kindly, soft-hearted, compas- 
sionate, understanding, sympathetic, fond, dot- 
ing. soft, compliant, obliging, accommodating 
-opposites stnet 

Industrial ►adjective O industrial areas of the 
city manufacturing, factory, commercial, busi- 
ness, trade Q(Bnt) industrial action strike, pro- 
test 

industrialist ► noun manufacturer, produ- 
cer. factory owner; captain of industry, big 
businessman, magnate, tycoon, capitalist, fi- 
nancier. informal, derogatory fat cat 
industrious ► adjective hard-working, dili- 
gent, assiduous, conscientious, steady, pains- 
taking, sedulous, persevering, unflagging, un- 
tiring, tireless, indefatigable, studious, busy, as 
busy as a bee, active, bustling, energetic, on 
the go, vigorous, determined, dynamic, zeal- 
ous, productive; with one’s shoulder to the 
wheel, with one’s nose to the grindstone. 
-opposites indolent. 

industry ► noun Oflntish industry ■ manufactur 
ing, production; construction. ©the publishing 
industry: business, trade, field, line (of busi- 


ness), informal racket ©the kitchen was a hive of 
industry activity, busyness, energy, vigour, pro- 
ductiveness, hard work, industnousness. dili- 
gence, application, dedication 
inebriated ►adjective drunk, intoxicated, 
drunken, incapable, tipsy, the worse for dnnk, 
under the influence, informal tight, merry, in 
one’s cups, three sheets to the wind, pie-eyed, 
plastered, smashed, wrecked, wasted, sloshed, 
soused, sozzled, blotto, stewed, pickled, tanked 
(up), off one’s face, out of one’s head, ratted, 
Bnt informal legless, bewied, paralytic, Brahms 
and Liszt, half cut, out of it, bladdered, 
trolleyed, squiffy, tiddly. N Amer informal loaded, 
trashed, juiced, sauced, out of one’s gourd, in 
the bag, zoned, euphemistic tired and emotional, 
informal, dated lit up 
-opposites sober 

inedible ►adjective uneatable, indigestible, 
unsavoury, unpalatable, unwholesome, stale, 
rotten, off, bad 

ineffable ► adjective ineffable beauty of the 
hverglades indescribable, inexpressible, beyond 
words; undefinable, unutterable, untold, un- 
imaginable, overwhelming, breathtaking, awe- 
some, staggering, amazing Qthe ineffable name 
of Cod unutterable, unmentionable, taboo, 
forbidden, off limits, informal no go 
ineffective ►adjective Qan ineffective scheme 
unsuccessful, unproductive, fruitless, unprofi- 
table, abortive, futile, purposeless, useless, 
worthless, ineffectual, inefficient, inefficacious, 
inadequate, feeble, mept, lame, archaic bootless 
0 an ineffective president ineffectual, ineffi- 
cient, inefficacious, unsuccessful, powerless, 
impotent, inadequate, incompetent, incapable, 
unfit, inept, weak, poor, informal useless, hope- 
less 

ineffectual ►adjective See ineffective senses 

1 . 2 

Inefficacious ► adjective. See ineffective 
sense 1 

inefficient ►adjective Qan inefficient worker 
ineffective, ineffectual, incompetent, inept, in- 
capable. unfit, unskilful, inexpert, amateurish, 
disorganized, unprepared, negligent, lax, 
sloppy, slack, careless, informal lousy, useless 
0 inefficient processes uneconomical, wasteful, 
unproductive, time-wasting, slow, deficient, 
disorganized, unsystematic 
inelegant ►adjective Qan inelegant bellow of 
laughter unrefined, uncouth, unsophisticated, 
unpolished, uncultivated, ill-bred, coarse, vul- 
gar, rude, impolite, unmannerly. 0 inelegant 
dancing graceless, ungraceful, ungainly, unco- 
ordinated. awkward, clumsy, lumbenng, inept, 
unskilful, inexpert, informal having two left feet 
-opposites refined, graceful 
ineligible ► adjective Qwe are ineligible for a 
grant unqualified, ruled out, disqualified, dis- 
entitled, Law incompetent 0 (dated) she was in 
love with someone ineligible ■ unmarrigeable, un- 
available. unsuitable, unacceptable, undesir- 
able, inappropriate, unworthy 
-opposites suitable 

inept ►adjective incompetent, unskilful, un- 
skilled, inexpert, amateunsh, clumsy, awk- 
ward, maladroit, unhandy, bungling, blunder- 
ing; unproductive, unsuccessful, ineffectual, 
not up to scratch; informal cack-handed, ham- 



inequality | infallible 


450 


fisted, butterfingered, klutzy, Bnt informal all 
(fingers and) thumbs 
-opposites competent 

inequality ► noun imbalance, inequity, mcon- 
sistency, variation, variability; divergence, po- 
larity, disparity, discrepancy, dissimilarity, dif- 
ference. bias, prejudice, discrimination, unfair- 
ness 

Inequitable ► adjective unfair, unjust, un- 
equal. uneven, unbalanced, one-sided, discrim- 
inatory, preferential, biased, partisan, partial, 
prejudiced 
-opposites fair 

Inequity ► noun unfairness, injustice, unjust- 
ness, discrimination, partisanship, partiality, 
favouritism, bias, prejudice 
inert ► adjective unmoving, motionless, immo- 
bile, inanimate, still, stationary, static, dor- 
mant, sleeping, unconscious, comatose, lifeless, 
insensible, insensate, insentient, idle, inactive, 
sluggish, lethargic, stagnant, listless, torpid 
-opposites active 

Inertia ► noun inactivity, inaction, inertness, 
apathy, accidie, malaise, stagnation, enerva- 
tion. lethargy, listlessness, torpor, idleness, 
sloth, motionlessness, immobility, lifelessness, 
formal stasis 

inescapable ►adjective unavoidable, inevit- 
able, ineluctable, inexorable, assured, sure, cer- 
tain, necessary, required, compulsory, manda- 
tory, rare meludible 
-opposites avoidable 

inessential ► adjective unnecessary, non- 
essential. unwanted, uncalled-for, needless, re- 
dundant, superfluous, excessive, surplus, dis- 
pensable. expendable, unimportant, peripheral, 
minor, secondary 

inestimable ►adjective immeasurable, incal- 
culable, innumerable, unfathomable, indeter- 
minable. measureless, untold, limitless, bound- 
less. unlimited, infinite, endless, inexhaustible, 
informal no end of, poetic/ literary mynad 
-opposites few 

Inevitable ►adjective unavoidable, inescap- 
able, inexorable, ineluctable, assured, certain, 
sure, fated, predestined, predetermined, rare 
meludible 

-opposites uncertain 

inevitably ►adverb naturally, necessarily, 
automatically, as a matter of course, of neces- 
sity, inescapably, unavoidably, certainly, surely, 
definitely, undoubtedly, informal like it or not, 
formal perforce 

inexact ►adjective imprecise, inaccurate, ap- 
proximate, rough, crude, general, vague, incor- 
rect, erroneous, wrong, false, off, out, N Amer 
informal ballpark 

inexcusable ► adjective indefensible, unjusti- 
fiable, unwarranted, unpardonable, unforgiv- 
able, blameworthy, censurable, reprehensible, 
deplorable, unconscionable, unacceptable, un- 
reasonable. uncalled-for, unprovoked, gratuit- 
ous 

inexhaustible ► adjective Q her patience is in- 
exhaustible- unlimited, limitless, illimitable, in- 
finite, boundless, endless, never-ending, unfail- 
ing. everlasting, immeasurable, incalculable, 
inestimable, untold; copious, abundant. Qthe 
dancers were inexhaustible tireless, indefatig- 


able, untiring, unfaltenng, unflagging, unre- 
mitting, persevering, persistent, dogged 
-opposites limited, weary 

Inexorable ►adjective Q the inexorable advance 
of science relentless, unstoppable, inescapable, 
inevitable, unavoidable, irrevocable, persistent, 
continuous, non-stop, steady, interminable, in- 
cessant. unceasing, unremitting, unrelenting 
© inexorable creditors intransigent, unbending, 
unyielding, inflexible, adamant, obdurate, im- 
movable, unshakeable, implacable, unappeas- 
able, unforgiving, unsparing, uncompromising, 
ruthless, relentless, pitiless, merciless 

Inexpedient ►adjective unadvisable, injudi- 
cious, unwise, impolitic, imprudent, incau- 
tious, irresponsible, foolhardy, foolish, lll- 
advised, ill-considered, inappropriate, disadvan- 
tageous, prejudicial 
-opposites wise 

inexpensive ►adjective cheap, low-pnced. 
low-cost, economical, competitive, affordable, 
reasonable, budget, economy, bargain, cut- 
price, reduced, discounted, discount, rock- 
bottom. giveaway, bargain-basement, informal 
dirt cheap 

inexperience ►noun ignorance, unworldh- 
ness, naivety, naiveness, innocence, greenness, 
immaturity, poetic/ literary nescience 

inexperienced ►adjective inexpert, unprac- 
tised. untrained, unschooled, unqualified, un- 
skilled, amateur, ignorant, unversed, unsea- 
soned, naive, unsophisticated, callow, imma- 
ture. green, informal wet behind the ears, wide- 
eyed 

inexpert ►adjective unskilled, unskilful, ama- 
teur, amateurish, unprofessional, inexperi- 
enced, inept, incompetent, maladroit, clumsy, 
bungling, blundering, unhandy, informal cack- 
handed, ham-fisted, butterfingered 

inexplicable ►adjective unaccountable, un- 
. explainable, incomprehensible, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, insoluble, baffling, puzzling, per- 
plexing, mystifying, bewildering, mysterious, 
strange 

-opposites understandable. 

inexpressible ►adjective indescribable, un- 
definable, unutterable, unspeakable, ineffable, 
beyond words, unimaginable, inconceivable, 
unthinkable, untold. 

inexpressive ► adjective expressionless, im- 
passive, emotionless; inscrutable, unreadable, 
blank, vacant, glazed, lifeless, deadpan, wood- 
en, stony, poker-faced, straight-faced 

inextinguishable ► adjective irrepressible, 
unquenchable, indestructible, undying, unfail- 
ing, unceasing, ceaseless, enduring, everlasting, 
eternal, persistent. 

inextricable ► adjective Qour lives are inextric - 
able inseparable, indivisible, entangled, tan- 
gled, mixed up ©an inextricable situation • in- 
escapable, unavoidable, ineluctable. 

Infallible ►adjective Qan infallible sense of tint' 
ing * unerring, unfailing, faultless, flawless, im- 
peccable, perfect, precise, accurate, meticulous, 
scrupulous; Bnt informal spot on. 0 infallible cures. 
unfailing, guaranteed, dependable, trust- 
worthy, reliable, sure, certain, safe, foolproof, 
effective; informal sure-fire; formal efficacious 
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infamous ► adjective ©an infamous mass mur- 
derer notorious, disreputable, legendary, 
fabled Q infamous misconduct abominable, out- 
rageous, shocking, shameful, disgraceful, dis- 
honourable, discreditable, unworthy, mon- 
strous, atrocious, appalling, dreadful, temble, 
hemous, egregious, detestable, loathsome, 
hateful, vile, unspeakable, unforgivable, iniqui- 
tous, scandalous, informal dirty, filthy, low-down, 
Brit informal beastly 
-opposites reputable, honourable 
infamy ►noun Q these acts brought him infamy 
notoriety, disrepute, ill fame, disgrace, dis- 
credit. shame, dishonour, ignominy, scandal, 
censure, blame, disapprobation, condemnation 
0she was punished for her infamy wickedness, 
evil, vileness, iniquity, depravity, degeneracy, 
immorality, sin, wrongdoing, offence, abuse, 
formal turpitude 

infancy ►noun ©she died in infancy babyhood, 
early childhood 0 the infancy of broadcasting be 
ginnings, early days, early stages, seeds, roots, 
start, commencement, launch, debut, nse, 
emergence, dawn, birth, inception 
-opposites end 

infant ►noun a fretful infant baby, newborn, 
young child, (tiny) tot. little one, Medicine neo- 
nate, Scottish & N English bairn, wean, informal 
tiny, sprog, poetic /literary babe 
► adjective infant industries developing, emergent, 
emerging, embryonic, nascent, new, fledgling, 
buddmg, up-and-coining. 

infantile ►adjective childish, babyish, imma- 
ture, puerile, juvenile, adolescent, silly, inane, 
fatuous 

infantry ►noun infantrymen, foot soldiers, 
foot guards, the ranks, cannon fodder, US GIs, 
Bnt informal Tommies, Military slang infanteers. 
grunts, US informal, dated dogfaces, histoncal foot- 
men 

Infatuated ► adjective besotted, in love, head 
over heels, obsessed, taken, enamoured of. at- 
tracted to, devoted to, captivated by. enchanted 
by, bewitched by. under the spell of, informal 
smitten with, sweet on, keen on. gone on. mad 
about, crazy about, stuck on, bowled over by, 
carrying a torch for 

infatuation ►noun passion, love, adoration, 
desire, feeling, devotion; obsession, fixation, 
fancy, informal crush, thing, hang-up, pash, 
infect ► vert) ©the ill can infect their partners 
pass infection to, spread disease to, contamin- 
ate 0 nitrates were infecting rivers contaminate, 
pollute, taint, foul, dirty, blight, damage, ruin, 
poison ©his high spirits infected everyone • affect. 
influence, impact on, touch, excite, inspire, 
stimulate, animate 

Infection ►noun ©a kidney infection’ disease, 
virus, disorder, condition, affliction, complaint, 
illness, ailment, sickness, infirmity; informal bug; 
Bnt informal lurgy; dated contagion. See list at ill- 
ness. ©the infection in his wounds’ contamin- 
ation, poison; septicity, septicaemia, suppur- 
ation. inflammation; germs, bacteria. Medicine 
sepsis 

infectious ►adjective © infectious disease con- 
tagious, communicable, transmittable, trans- 
missible, transferable, spreadable; epidemic; in- 
formal catching, dated infective 0 infectious fluids’ 
contaminating, germ-laden, polluting; poison- 


ous, toxic, noxious ©her laughter is infectious 
irresistible, compelling, contagious, catching 
Infelicitous ►adjective unfortunate, unsuit- 
able, inappropriate, inapposite, inapt, untime- 
ly, inopportune, injudicious, imprudent, indis- 
creet, indelicate 
-opposites appropriate 

infelicity ► noun mistake, error, blunder, slip, 
lapse, solecism 

infer ►verb deduce, conclude, conjecture, sur- 
mise, reason, gather, understand, presume, as- 
sume, take it, read between the lines, N Amer 
figure, Bnt informal suss (out) 
inference ►noun deduction, conclusion, rea- 
soning, conjecture, speculation, presumption, 
assumption, supposition, reckoning, extrapola- 
tion, guesswork 

inferior ►adjective ©she regards him as inferior 
second-class, lower-ranking, subordinate, jun- 
ior, minor, second-fiddle, lowly, humble, me- 
nial. beneath one 0 inferior accommodation 
second-rate, substandard, low-quality, low- 
grade, unsatisfactory, shoddy, deficient, poor, 
bad, awful, dreadful, wretched, Bnt downmar- 
ket, informal crummy, dire, rotten, lousy, third- 
rate, Bnt informal duff, rubbish, ropy, dodgy 
-opposites superior, luxury 
► noun how dare she treat him as an inferior 7 subor 
dinate, junior, underling, minion 
Infernal ►adjective ©the infernal regions hell 
ish, lower, nether, subterranean, underworld, 
chthomc. Hadean, Tartarean 0 (informal) an in- 
fernal nuisance damnable, wretched; annoying, 
irritating, infuriating, exasperating, informal 
damned, damn, flaming, blasted, blessed, 
pesky, aggravating, Bnt informal blinking, bloom- 
ing, flipping, Bnt informal, dated bally, ruddy 

Infertile ►adjective © infertile soil barren, un- 
fruitful, unproductive, uncultivatable, sterile, 
impoverished, and ©she was infertile sterile, 
barren, childless, technical infecund 
infest ► verb overrun, spread through, invade, 
infiltrate, pervade, permeate, inundate, over- 
whelm, beset, plague 

Infested ► adjective overrun, swarming, teem- 
ing. crawling, alive, ndden, plagued, beset, 
infidel ► noun unbeliever, disbeliever, non- 
believer, agnostic, atheist, heathen, pagan, 
idolater, idolatress, heretic, freethinker, dis- 
senter, nonconformist, archaic paymrn, rare nulli- 
fidian 

infidelity ► noun unfaithfulness, adultery, un- 
chastity, faithlesSness, disloyalty, treachery, 
double-dealing, duplicity, deceit, affair, informal 
playing around, fooling around, cheating, two- 
tuning; formal fornication, dated cuckoldry 
Infiltrate ► verb ©he infiltrated the smuggling 
operation: insinuate oneself into, worm one’s 
way into, sneak into, invade, intrude on, butt 
into, informal gatecrash, muscle in on ©mineral 
solutions infiltrate the rocks’ permeate, penetrate, 
pervade, seep into/through, soak into, get into, 
enter. 

Infiltrator ► noun SPY, (secret) agent, plant, in- 
truder, interloper, subversive, informant, in- 
former, mole, entnst, entryist, N Amer informal 
spook. 

Infinite ►adjective Qthe universe is infinite: 
boundless, unbounded, unlimited, limitless. 
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never-ending, interminable, immeasurable, 
fathomless, extensive, vast Gan infinite number 
of birds countless, uncountable, inestimable, 
innumerable, numberless, immeasurable, incal- 
culable, untold, great, huge, enormous ©she 
bathed him with infinite care great, immense, su- 
pieme, absolute, real, informal no end of 
-opposites limited, small 
infinitesimal ►adjective minute, tiny, minus- 
cule, very small, microscopic, imperceptible, 
indiscernible, Scottish wee, informal teeny, teeny- 
weeny, itsy-bitsy, tiddly, Bnt informal titchy, N 
Amor informal little-bitty 
-opposites huge 

Infinity ► noun Qthe infinity of space endless 
ness, infinitude, infiniteness, boundlessness, 
limitlessness, vastness, immensity 0an infinity 
of different molecules infinite number, abundance, 
profusion, host, multitude, mass, wealth, infor- 
mal heap, stack 

infirm ►adjective Qshe cares for infirm people 
frail, weak, feeble, debilitated, decrepit, dis- 
abled, ill, unwell, sick, sickly, poorly, indis- 
posed, ailing 0 (archaic) he was infirm of purpose 
weak, uncertain, indefinite, indecisive, irreso- 
lute, unresolved, undecided, wavering, vacillat- 
ing 

-opposites healthy, strong 
infirmity ►noun Qthey were excused due to in- 
firmity frailty, weakness, feebleness, delicacy, 
debility, decrepitude, disability, impairment, 
illness, sickness, indisposition, poor health 
©the infirmities of old age ailment, malady, ill- 
ness, disease, disorder, sickness, affliction, 
complaint, indisposition 

Inflame ►verb Qthe play inflames anti-semitism 
incite, arouse, rouse, provoke, stir up, whip up, 
kindle, ignite, touch off, foment, inspire, 
stimulate, agitate ©he inflamed a sensitive situ- 
ation aggravate, exacerbate, intensify, worsen, 
compound ©his opinions inflamed his rival en 
rage, incense, anger, madden, infuriate, exas- 
perate, provoke, antagonize, rile, informal make 
someone see red, make someone’s blood boil 
-opposites calm, soothe, placate 
inflamed ►adjective swollen, puffed up; red, 
hot, burning, itchy, raw. sore, painful, tender, 
infected, septic 

Inflammable ► adjective flammable, combust- 
ible, incendiary, ignitable, volatile, unstable 
-opposites fireproof 

Inflammation ►noun swelling, puffiness, 
redness, heat, burning, rawness, soreness, ten- 
derness. infection, festering, septicity 
Inflammatory ►adjective Qan inflammatory 
lung condition causing inflammation; Medicine 
erythrogenic © inflammatory language provoca 
tive, mcendiaiy, stirring, rousing, rabble- 
rousing, seditious, mutinous, like a red rag to a 
bull, fieiy. passionate, controversial, conten- 
tious 

inflate ►verb Qthe mattress inflated blow up, 
fill up, fill with air, aerate, puff up/out, pump 
up, dilate, distend, swell ©the demand inflated 
prices increase, raise, boost, escalate, put up; 
informal hike up, jack up, bump up © the figures 
were inflated by the press exaggerate, magnify, 
overplay, overstate, enhance, embellish, touch 
up, increase, amplify, aug >ient. 

-opposites decrease, understate 


Inflated ►adjective Qan inflated balloon blown 
up. aerated, filled, puffed up/out, pumped up, 
distended, expanded, engorged, swollen © in- 
flated prices high, sky-high, excessive, unreason- 
able. prohibitive, outrageous, exorbitant, extor- 
tionate, Bnt over the odds, informal steep ©un 
inflated opinion of himself exaggerated, magni- 
fied, aggrandized, immoderate, overblown, 
overstated © inflated language high-flown, ex- 
travagant, exaggeiated, elaborate, flowery, or- 
nate. overblown, overwrought, grandiloquent, 
magniloquent, lofty, grandiose, affected, pre- 
tentious, informal windy, highfalutin 

inflection ► noun O ( Grammar ) verbal inflections 
conjugation, declension, form, ending, case 
©his voice was without inflection stress, ca- 
dence. rhythm, accentuation, intonation, em- 
phasis. modulation, lilt 

inflexible ►adjective Qhis inflexible attitude 
stubborn, obstinate, obdurate, intractable, in- 
transigent, unbending, immovable, unaccom- 
modating, hidebound, single-minded, pig- 
headed. mulish, uncompromising, adamant, 
firm, resolute, diehard, dyed-m-the-wool, forma/ 
refractory © inflexible rules unalterable, un- 
changeable, immutable, unvarying, firm, fixed, 
set, established, entrenched, hard and fast, 
stnngcnt. strict ©an inflexible structure rigid, 
stiff, unyielding, unbending, unbendable, haid. 
firm, inelastic 

-opposites accommodating, pliable 

inflict ► verb ©he inflicted an injury on Frank im 
pose, exact, wreak, administer to, deal out to, 
mete out to. cause to, give to ©J w'on’t inflict 
my pain on my children impose, force, thrust, 
foist, saddle someone with, burden someone 
with 

infliction ► noun © the infliction of pain admin 
istration. delivery, application, imposition, 
perpetration, formal exaction © (informal dated) 
they bore the infliction with heroism affliction, 
tnal, problem, nuisance, trouble, annoyance, 
bother, irritant, suffering, torment, tribulation 

influence ►noun ©the influence of parents on 
their children effect, impact, control, sway, 
hold, power, authority, masteiy, domination, 
supremacy, guidance, direction, piessure ©a 
bad influence on young girls, example to, (role) 
model for, guide for, inspiration to. © political 
influence power, authority, sway, leverage, 
weight, pull, standing, prestige, statui e, rank, 
mfomial clout, muscle, teeth, N Amer informal 
drag 

► verb ©bosses can influence our careers affect, 
have an impact on, determine, guide, control, 
shape, govern, decide, change, alter, transform 
©an attempt to influence the jury sway, bias, 
prejudice, suborn, pressurize, coerce, dragoon, 
intimidate, browbeat, brainwash, informal twist 
someone’s arm, lean on, Bnt informal nobble 

influential ►adjective ©an influential leader 
powerful, dominant, controlling, strong, au- 
thoritative, important, prominent, distin- 
guished. © he was influential in shaping her career 
instrumental, significant, important, crucial, 
pivotal. 

influx ►noun ©an influx of tourists: inundation, 
rush, stream, flood, incursion; invasion, intru- 
sion. 0 influxes of river water inflow, inrush, 
flood, inundation 
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inform ► verb ©she informed him that she was ill 
tell, notify, apprise, advise, impart to, commu- 
nicate to, let someone know, bnef, prime, en- 
lighten, send word to, informal fill m, clue m/up 
©he informed on two villains denounce, give 
away, betray, incriminate, inculpate, report, 
sell out, stab in the back, informal rat. squeal, 
split, tell, blow the whistle, sell down the river, 
snitch, peach, stitch up. Bnt informal grass, shop, 
sneak, Scottish informal clype, N Amer informal rat 
out, finger, Austral /NZ informal dob ©the* articles 
were informed by feminism suffuse, pervade, per- 
meate. infuse, imbue, characterize, typify 

informal ► adjective Qan informal discussion un 
official, casual, relaxed, easy-going, unceremo- 
nious, open, friendly, intimate, simple, unpie 
tentious, easy, homely, cosy, informal unstuffy, 
laid-back, chummy, pally, matey ©un informal 
speech style colloquial, vernacular, idiomatic, 
demotic, popular, familiar, everyday, unofficial, 
simple, natural, unpretentious, informal slangy, 
chatty, folksy © informal clothes casual, re- 
laxed, comfortable, eveiyday, sloppy, leisure, in- 
formal comfy 

-opposites formal, official, literary, smart 

informality ► noun lack of ceremony, casual- 
ness, unceremoniousness, unpietentiousness, 
homeliness, cosiness, ease, naturalness, ap- 
proachability 

information ►noun details, particulars, facts, 
figuies, statistics, data, knowledge, intelli- 
gence, instruction, advice, guidance, direction, 
counsel, enlightenment, news, informal info, gen, 
the low-down, the dope, the inside story 

informative ►adjective instructive, instruc- 
tional. illuminating, enlightening, revealing, 
explanatory, factual, educational, educative, 
edifying, didactic, informal newsy 

informed ►adjective knowledgeable, enlight- 
ened, literate, educated, sophisticated, cul- 
tured, briefed, up to date, up to speed, in the 
picture, in the know, au courant, au fait, infor- 
mal clued up, genned up, Bnt informal switched- 
on, sussed 

-opposites ignorant 

informer ►noun informant, betrayer, tiaitor, 
Judas, collaboiator, stool pigeon, fifth column- 
ist, spy, double agent, infiltratoi, plant, telltale, 
taleteller, N Amer tattletale, informal rat, squeal- 
er. whistle-blower, snake in the grass, snitch, 
Bnt informal grass, supergrass, nark, snout, Scot- 
tish informal clype, N Amer informal fink, stoolie 

infraction ►noun infringement, contraven- 
tion, breach, violation, transgression, neglect, 
dereliction, non-compliance, Law delict, contu- 
macy 

infrequent ►adjective rare, uncommon, un- 
usual, exceptional, few (and far between), like 
gold dust, as scarce as hens’ teeth, unaccus- 
tomed, unwonted; isolated, scarce, scattered, 
sporadic, irregular, intermittent, informal once in 
a blue moon, dated seldom 
-opposites common 

Infringe ► verb Q the bid infringed EU rules con 
travene, violate, transgress, break, breach, dis- 
obey, defy, flout, fly m the face of, disregard, 
ignore, neglect; go beyond, overstep, exceed, 
Law infract © surveillance could infringe personal 
liberties undermine, erode, diminish, weaken, 


impair, damage, compromise, limit, curb, 
check, encroach on 
-opposites obey, preserve 
infuriate ►verb enrage, incense, anger, mad- 
den, inflame, exasperate, antagonize, provoke, 
rile, annoy, irritate, nettle, gall, irk, vex. pique, 
get on someone’s nerves, try someone’s pa- 
tience, N Amer i ankle, informal aggravate, make 
someone see red, get someone’s back up, make 
someone’s blood boil, get up someone’s nose, 
needle, hack off, brown off; Bnt informal wind 
up, get to, nark, cheese off. N Amer informal bug, 
tick off 

-opposites please 

infuriating ►adjective exasperating, madden- 
ing, annoying, irritating, irksome, vexatious, 
trying, tnesome, informal aggravating, pesky 

infuse ►verb ©she was infused with a sense of 
hope fill, suffuse, imbue, inspire, charge, per- 
vade, permeate ©he infused new life into the 
group instil, breathe, inject, impart, inculcate, 
introduce, add ©t njuse the dried leaves steep, 
brew, stew, soak, immerse, souse, Bnt informal 
mash 

ingenious ►adjective inventive, creative, im- 
aginative, original, innovative, pioneering, re- 
sourceful, enterprising, inspired, clever, intelli- 
gent. smart, brilliant, masterly, talented, gifted, 
skilful, astute, sharp-witted, quick-witted, 
shrewd, elaborate, sophisticated 

ingenuous ► adjective naive, innocent, simple, 
childlike, trusting, trustful, over-trusting, un- 
wary. unsuspicious, unworldly, wide eyed, inex- 
perienced, green, open, sincere, honest, frank, 
candid, forthright, artless, guileless, genuine 
-opposites artful 

inglorious ►adjective shameful, dishonour- 
able, ignominious, discreditable, disgraceful, 
scandalous, humiliating, mortifying, demean- 
ing, ignoble, undignified, wretched 
ingrained, engrained ►adjective ©m- 
grained attitudes entrenched, established, 
deep-rooted, deep-seated, fixed, firm, unshake- 
able, ineradicable, inveterate, dyed-m-the-wool, 
abiding, enduring, stubborn © ingrained dirt 
ground-in, fixed, implanted, embedded, per- 
manent, indelible, ineradicable, inexpungible 
-opposites transient, superficial 

ingratiate 

■ Ingratiate oneself curry favour with, culti- 
vate, win over, get in someone’s good books, 
toady to, crawl to, grovel to, fawn over, kow- 
tow to. play up te. pander to, flatter, court, in- 
formal suck up to, rub up the right way, lick 
someone’s boots 

ingratiating ►adjective sycophantic, toady- 
ing, fawning, unctuous, obsequious, flattering, 
insincere, smooth-tongued, silver-tongued, 
slick, greasy, oily, saccharine, informal smarmy, 
slimy, creepy, sucky 

ingratitude ►noun ungratefulness, thank- 
lessness, unthankfulness, non-recognition 
ingredient ►adjective constituent, compon- 
ent, element, part, piece, bit, strand, portion, 
unit, feature, aspect, attribute, (ingredients) 
contents, makings. 

Ingress ►noun ©the doors gave ingress to the 
station • entry, entrance, access, admittance, ad- 
mission, way in, approach, ©the ingress of 
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water’ seepage, leakage, inundation, inrush, in- 
trusion, incursion, entry, entrance 
-opposites exit 

Inhabit ► verb live in, occupy, settle (in), 
people, populate, colonize, dwell m, reside in, 
tenant, lodge in. have one's home in; formal be 
domiciled in, abide in 

inhabitable * adjective habitable, fit to live 
in. usable, informal liveable-m, formal tenantable 

Inhabitant ► noun resident, occupant, occu- 
pier, dweller, settler, local, native. (Inhabit- 
ants) population, populace, people, public, 
community, citizenry, townsfolk, townspeople, 
formal denizen, archaic burgher, habitant 

Inhale ► verb breathe in. inspire, draw in, suck 
in, sniff in. dnnk in, poetic/ literary inbreathe 

inharmonious ► adjective o inharmonious 
sounds unmelodious, unharmomous, unmusic- 
al. tuneless, discordant, dissonant, off-key, 
harsh, grating, jamng, cacophonous, archaic 
absonant ©an inharmonious modem building 
out of place, unsuitable, inappropriate, clash- 
ing. conflicting, incompatible, mismatched, jar- 
nng, discordant ©Jus relationships are inharmo- 
nious antagonistic, quarrelsome, argumenta- 
tive, disputatious, cantankerous, confrontation- 
al, belligerent 

-opposites musical, fitting, congenial 
inherent ► adjective intrinsic, innate, connate, 
connatural, immanent, built-in, inborn, in- 
grained. deep-rooted, essential, fundamental, 
basic, structural, organic, natural, instinctive, 
instinctual, congenital, native 
-opposites acquired 

Inherit ► verb O she inherited his farm become 
heir to. come into/by, be bequeathed, be left, 
be willed. Law be devised © Richard inherited the 
title succeed to, assume, take over, come into; 
formal accede to 

Inheritance ► noun Q a comfortable inheritance 
legacy, bequest, endowment, bestowal, be- 
queathal, provision, birthright, heritage, patrf- 
mony, Law devise ©his inheritance of the title 
succession to, accession to, assumption of. 
elevation to 

inheritor ► noun HEIR, heiress, legatee, succes- 
sor, next m line, Law devisee, grantee, cestui 
que trust; Scottish Law heritor 
Inhibit ► verb O the obstacles which inhibit change 
impede, hinder, hamper, hold back, discourage, 
interfere with, obstruct, slow down, retard, 
curb, check, suppress, restrict, fetter, cramp, 
frustrate, stifle, prevent, block, thwart, foil, 
stop, halt, ©she feels inhibited from taking part 
prevent, disallow, exclude, forbid, prohibit, 
preclude, ban, bar, interdirt 
-opposites assist, encourage, allow 
Inhibited ► adjective shy, reticent, reserved, 
self-conscious, diffident, bashful, coy; wary, re- 
luctant, hesitant, insecure, unconfident, un- 
assertive, timid; withdrawn, repressed, un- 
demonstrative; informal uptight. 

Inhibition ► noun Qthey overcame their Inhib- 
itions: SHYNESS, reticence, self-consciousness, re- 
serve, diffidence; wanness, hesitance, hesi- 
tancy, insecunty; unassertiveness, timidity; re- 
pression. reservation; psychological block; infor- 
mal hang-up ©the inhibition of publishing: hin- 
drance. hampering, discouragement, obstruc- 


tion, impediment, retardation, suppression, re- 
pression. restnction, restraint, constraint, 
cramping, stifling, prevention, curb, check, 
bar, barrier 

inhospitable ► adjective Qthe inhospitable 
landscape uninviting, unwelcoming, bleak, for- 
bidding, cheerless, hostile, harsh, inimical; un- 
inhabitable, barren, bare, desolate, stark © for- 
give me if I seem inhospitable unwelcoming, un- 
friendly, unsociable, unsocial, antisocial, un- 
neigh hourly, uncongenial, cool, cold, frosty, 
distant, remote, aloof, indifferent, offhand, un- 
civil, discourteous, ungracious, ungenerous, un- 
kind, unsympathetic, informal stand-offish 
-opposites welcoming 

inhuman ► adjective Q inhuman treatment 

cruel, harsh, inhumane, brutal, callous, sadis- 
tic, severe, savage, vicious, barbaric, mon- 
strous, heinous, egregious, merciless, ruthless, 
pitiless, remorseless, cold-blooded, heartless, 
hard-hearted, unkind, inconsiderate, unfeeling, 
uncaring, Bnt informal beastly, dated dastardly 
©hellish and inhuman shapes non-human, non- 
mortal. monstrous, devilish, ghostly, sub- 
human, animal, strange, odd, unearthly 
-opposites humane 

inhumane ► adjective. See inhuman sense 1 

inhume ►verb {poetic/ literary) bury, inter, lay to 
rest, entomb, informal plant, poetic/ literary sepul- 
chre 

inimical ►adjective Qtfro is inimical to genuine 
democracy harmful, injurious, detrimental, 
deleterious, prejudicial, damaging, hurtful, de- 
structive, ruinous, antagonistic, contrary, anti- 
pathetic, unfavourable, adverse, opposed, hos- 
tile, poetic/ literary malefic ©he fixed her with an 
inimical gaze, hostile, unfriendly, antagonistic, 
unkind, unsympathetic, malevolent, unwel- 
coming, cold, frosty 
-opposites advantageous, friendly 

Inimitable ►adjective unique, exclusive, dis- 
tinctive, individual, special, idiosyncratic, in- 
comparable, unparalleled, unrivalled, peerless, 
matchless, unequalled, unsurpassable, superla- 
tive, supreme, beyond compare, second to 
none, in a class of one’s own; formal unexam- 
pled 

iniquity ►noun Othe iniquity of his conduct’ 
wickedness, sinfulness, immorality, impropri- 
ety; vice, evil, sin, villainy, criminality, odious- 
ness, atrocity, egregiousness; , outrage, mon- 
strosity, obscenity, reprehensibility ©J will for- 
give their iniquity, sin, crime, transgression, 
wrongdoing, wrong, violation, offence, vice, 
atrocity, outrage 
-opposites goodness, virtue. 

Initial ►adjective the initial stages: beginning. 
opening, commencing, starting, inceptive, em- 
biyomc, fledgling; first, early, primary, prelim- 
inary, elementary, foundational, preparatory; 
introductory, inaugural. 

-opposites final. 

► noun what do the initials stand for? initial letter; 
(Initials) acronym, abbreviation, initialism 

► verb O he initialled the warrant ■ put one s initials 
on, sign, countersign, autograph, endorse, in- 
scribe, witness, ©they initialled a new agreement: 
ratify, accept, approve, authorize, validate, 
recognize. 
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initially * adverb at first, at the start, at the 
outset, m/at the beginning, to begin with, to 
start with, originally 

initiate ► verb ©the government initiated the 
scheme begin, start (off), commence, institute, 
inaugurate, launch, instigate, establish, set up, 
sow the seeds of, start the ball rolling, origin- 
ate, pioneer, informal kick off ©he was initiated 
into a cult introduce, admit, induct, install, in- 
corporate, enlist, enrol, recruit, sign up, swear 
in, ordain, invest ©they were initiated into the 
world of maths teach about, instruct m. tutor 
in, school in, prime in. ground in, familiarize 
with, acquaint with, indoctrinate, inculcate, m- 
formal show someone the ropes 
-opposites finish, expel 

► noun an initiate on the team novice, starter, be- 
ginner. newcomer, learner, student, pupil, 
trainee, apprentice, new boy, new girl, recruit, 
tyro, neophyte, postulant, novitiate, informal 
rookie, new kid (on the block), newie, newbie, 
greenhorn 

initiative ► noun O employers are looking for ini- 
tiative enterprise, resourcefulness, inventive- 
ness, imagination, ingenuity, originality cre- 
ativity, drive, dynamism, ambition, motivation, 
spirit, energy, vision, informal get-up-and-go, pep, 
punch ©he has lost the initiative advantage, 
upper hand, edge, lead, whip hand, trump 
card ©a recent initiative on recycling plan, 
scheme, strategy, stratagem, measure, pro- 
posal. step, action, approach 

inject ►verb ©he injected a dose of codeine ad 
minister, introduce, inoculate, vaccinate, informal 
shoot (up), mainline, fix (up) ©a pump injects 
air into the valve insert, introduce, feed, push, 
force, shoot © he injected ne w life into the team 
introduce, instil, infuse, imbue, breathe 

Injection ►noun inoculation, vaccination, 
vaccine, immunization, booster, dose, informal 
jab, shot, hype 

injudicious ►adjective imprudent, unwise, in- 
advisable, ill-advised, misguided, ill-considered, 
ill-judged, incautious, hasty, rash, foolish, fool- 
hardy, hare-brained, inappropriate, impolitic, 
inexpedient, informal dumb 
-opposites prudent 

injunction ► noun order, ruling, direction, 
directive, command, instruction, decree, edict, 
dictum, dictate, fiat, mandate 

Injure ►verb ©he injured his foot’ hurt, wound, 
damage, harm, cripple, lame, disable, maim, 
mutilate, deform, mangle, break. Brit informal 
knacker, archaic scathe ©a libel injured her repu - 
tation. damage, mar, spoil, ruin, blight, blem- 
ish, tarnish, blacken © (archaic) I have injured no 
one by my folly wrong, do an injustice to, of- 
fend against, maltreat, mistreat, ill-use, informal 
do the dirty on 

Injured ►adjective Qhis injured arm hurt, 
wounded, damaged, sore, bruised, crippled, 
lame, game, disabled, maimed, mutilated, de- 
formed, mangled, broken, fractured, Bnt informal 
gammy. © the injured party, wronged, offended, 
maltreated, mistreated, ill-used, harmed; de- 
famed, maligned, insulted, dishonoured, ©an 
injured tone' upset, hurt, wounded, offended, re- 
proachful, pained, aggrieved, unhappy, put out. 
-opposites healthy, offending. 


injurious ►adjective harmful, damaging, dele- 
terious. detrimental, hurtful, disadvantageous, 
unfavourable, undesirable, adverse, mimical, 
unhealthy, pernicious, poetic/ literary malefic 
injury ►noun © minor injuries wound, bruise, 
cut, gash, scratch, graze, abrasion, contusion, 
lesion; Medicine trauma © they escaped without in- 
jury harm, hurt, damage, pain, suffering, im- 
pairment, affliction, incapacity ©the injury to 
her feelings offence, abuse, affront, insult, 
slight, snub, wrong, wrongdoing, injustice 
Injustice ► noun © the injustice of the world’ un 
fairness, unjustness, inequity, cruelty, tyr- 
anny, repression, exploitation, corruption, bias, 
prejudice, discrimination, intolerance ©h is 
sacking was an injustice wrong, offence, crime, 
sin, misdeed, outrage, atrocity, scandal, dis- 
grace, affront 

Inkling ► noun idea, notion, sense, impression, 
suggestion, indication, whisper, glimmer, 
(sneaking) suspicion, fancy, hunch, hint, clue, 
intimation, sign, informal the foggiest (idea), the 
faintest (idea) 

inky ► adjective ©the inky darkness black, jet- 
black, pitch-black, sable, ebony, dark, poetic / 
literary Stygian ©inky fingers ink-stained, 
stained, blotchy 

inlaid ► adjective inset, set, studded, lined, pan- 
elled, ornamented, decorated, mosaic, intaisia. 
marquetry 

inland ►adjective © inland areas interior, in- 
shore, central, internal, upcountry Q inland 
trade domestic, internal, home, local 
-opposites coastal, international 
► adverb the goods were carried inland upcountry, 
inshore, to the intenor 

inlet ► noun ©cove, bay, bight, creek, estuary, 
fjord, sound, Scottish firth ©a Jresh air inlet : 
vent, flue, shaft, duct, channel, pipe, pipeline, 
inmate ► noun © the inmates of the hospital pa 
tient, inpatient, convalescent, resident, inhab- 
itant, occupant Qthe prison’s inmates prisoner, 
convict, captive, detainee, internee, informal jail- 
bird, con. Brit informal lag, N Amer informal yard- 
bird 

inmost ► adjective See innermost 
inn ► noun tavern, bar, hostelry, taproom, 
hotel, guest house, Bnt pub, public house, Can- 
adian beer parlour, informal watering hole, dated 
alehouse 

Innards ► plural noun (informal) entrails, internal 
organs, viscera, intestines, bowels, guts, informal 
insides * 

innate ►adjective inborn, inbred, congenital, 
inherent, natural, intrinsic, instinctive, intui- 
tive, unlearned, hereditary, inherited, in the 
blood, in the family, inbuilt, deep-rooted, 
deep-seated, connate, connatural 
-opposites acquired 

inner ► adjective © inner London central, inner- 
most, mid, middle o the inner gates- internal, 
interior, inside, inmost, innermost, intramural 
©the Queen’s inner circle privileged, restricted, 
exclusive, private, confidential, intimate ©the 
inner meaning- hidden, secret, deep, underlying, 
unapparent; veiled, esoteric, unrevealed 
0 one’s inner life, mental, intellectual, psycho- 
logical, spiritual, emotional. 

-opposites external, apparent. 
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innermost ► adjective Q the innermost shnne 
central, middle, internal, intenor ©her inner' 
most feelings deepest, deep-seated, inward, 
underlying, intimate, private, personal, secret, 
hidden, concealed, unexpressed, unrevealed, 
unapparent. true, real, honest 

innkeeper ► noun landlord, landlady, hotel' 
ler, hotel owner, proprietor, manager, man- 
ageress, licensee, barman, barmaid, Brit pub- 
lican. 

innocence ►noun Qhe protested his innocence 
guiltlessness, blamelessness, lrreproachabil- 
ity. &the innocence of his bnde virginity, chas- 
tity, chasteness, punty, integrity, morality, de- 
cency. dated honour, archaic virtue © she took ad- 
vantage of his innocence naivety, ingenuousness, 
credulity, inexperience, gullibility, simplicity, 
unworldliness. guilelessness, greenness 

innocent ►adjective Qhe was entirely innocent 
guiltless, blameless, m the clear, unimpeach- 
able, irreproachable, above suspicion, faultless, 
honourable, honest, upright, law-abiding, infor- 
mal squeaky clean 0 innocent fun harmless, in- 
nocuous, safe, inoffensive ©nice innocent girls 
virtuous, pure, moral, decent, righteous, up- 
right, wholesome, demure, modest, chaste, vir- 
ginal, impeccable, spotless, sinless, unsullied, 
incorrupt, undehled, informal squeaky clean, 
whiter than white Qshe is innocent of guile 
free from, without, lacking (in), clear of, ig- 
norant of, unaware of, untouched by, poetic / 
literary nescient of © innocent foreigners naive, 
ingenuous, trusting, credulous, unsuspicious, 
unwary, unguarded, impressionable, gullible, 
easily led. inexperienced, unworldly, unsophis- 
ticated, green, simple, artless, guileless, informal 
wet behind the ears, bom yesterday 
-opposites guilty, sinful, worldly, malignant 
► noun an innocent m a strange land ingenue, un- 
worldly person, child, novice, N Amer informal 
greenhorn, poetic/ literary babe in arms 

innocuous ►adjective ©an innocuous fungus 
harmless, safe, non-toxic, innocent, edible, eat- 
able ©an innocuous comment inoffensive, un- 
objectionable, unexceptionable, harmless, 
mild, tame, anodyne, unremarkable, common- 
place, run-of-the-mill 
-opposites harmful, offensive 

Innovation ►noun change, alteration, revolu- 
tion, upheaval, transformation, metamor- 
phosis, reorganization, restructuring, re- 
arrangement. remodelling, new measures, new 
methods, modernization, modernism, novelty, 
newness, informal a shake up, a shakedown 

innovative ►adjective original, innovatory, 
innovational, new. novel, fresh, unusual, un- 
precedented, avant-garde, experimental, in- 
ventive, ingenious, advanced, modem, state-of- 
theart, pioneering, ground-breaking, revolu- 
tionary, radical, newfangled 

Innovator ►noun pioneer, trailblazer, path- 
finder, ground-breaker, developer, modernizer, 
reformer, reformist, progressive, experimenter, 
inventor, creator 

Innuendo ►noun insinuation, suggestion, in- 
timation, implication, hint, overtone, under- 
tone, allusion, reference, aspersion, slur 

innumerable ► adjective countless, numer- 
ous. untold, legion, without number, number- 
less, unnumbered, multitudinous, incalculable, 


limitless, informal umpteen, a slew of. no end of. 
loads of, stacks of. heaps of. masses of. oodles 
of, zillions of, N Amer informal gazillions of, 
poetic I literary mynad 
-opposites few 

inoculate ►verb immunize, vaccinate, inject, 
protect from, safeguard against, informal give 
someone a jab/shot 

inoculation ► noun immunization, vaccination, 
vaccine, injection, booster, informal jab, shot 
inoffensive ►adjective harmless, innocuous, 
unobjectionable, unexceptionable, non-violent, 
non-aggressive, mild, peaceful, peaceable, gen- 
tle, tame, innocent 

Inoperable ►adjective ©an inoperable tumour 
untreatable. incurable, irremediable, malig- 
nant, terminal, fatal, deadly, lethal, archaic im- 
medicable ©the airfield was left inoperable un 
usable, out of action, out of service, non- 
active © the agreement is now inoperable imprac 
tical, unworkable, unfeasible, unrealistic, non- 
viable, impracticable, unsuitable 
-opposites curable, workable 
inoperative ►adjective ©the fan is inoperative 
out of order, out of service, broken, out of 
commission, unserviceable, faulty, defective, 
down, informal bust, kaput, on the blink, acting 
up. shot, Brit informal knackered ©the contract is 
inoperative void, null and void, invalid, ineffect- 
ive, non-viable, cancelled, revoked, terminated, 
worthless, valueless, unproductive, abortive 
-opposites working, valid 

inopportune ► adjective inconvenient, unsuit- 
able, inappropriate, unfavourable, unfortunate, 
infelicitous, inexpedient, untimely, ill-timed, 
unseasonable, awkward, difficult 
-opposites convenient 

inordinate ►adjective excessive, undue, un- 
reasonable, unjustifiable, unwarrantable, dis- 
proportionate, unwarranted, unnecessary, 
needless, uncalled for, exoibitant, extreme, 1 m- 
.moderate, extravagant, informal over the top. 
OTT 

-opposite* moderate 

inorganic ►adjective inanimate, inert, lifeless, 
dead, defunct, extinct, mineral 

input ► noun an error resulted from invalid input 
data, details, information, material, facts, fig- 
ures, statistics, particulars, specifics; informal 
info 

► verb she input data into the file feed in, put in, 
load, insert, key in, type in, code, store, 
inquest ►noun inquiry, investigation, inquisi- 
tion, probe, examination, review, analysis, 
hearing 

inquire ►verb. See enquire 
inquiring ► adjective. See enquiring. 
inquiry ► noun. See enquiry 

inquisition ►noun interrogation, question- 
ing, quizzing, cross-examination; investigation, 
inquiry, inquest; informal grilling; Law examin- 
ation 

Inquisitive ►adjective curious, interested, in- 
trigued. agog; piying, spying, eavesdropping, 
intrusive, busybody, meddlesome; inquiring, 
questioning, probing, informal nosy, nosy-parker, 
snoopy. 

-opposites uninterested 
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insalubrious | inside 


insalubrious ► adjective seedy, unsavoury, 
sordid, seamy, sleazy, unpleasant, dismal, 
wretched, slummy, squalid, shabby, ram- 
shackle, tumbledown, dilapidated, neglected, 
crumbling, decaying, informal scruffy, scuzzy, 
crummy, Bnt informal grotty, N Amer informal 
shacky 

-opposites smart 

insane * adjective Qshe was declared insane 
mentally ill, mentally disordered, of unsound 
mind, certifiable, psychotic, schizophrenic, 
mad, deranged, demented, out of one’s mind, 
non compos mentis, sick in the head, un- 
hinged, unbalanced, unstable, disturbed, 
crazed, informal crazy, (stark) raving mad, not all 
there, bonkers, cracked, batty, cuckoo, loony, 
loopy, nuts, screwy, bananas, wacko, off one’s 
iocker, off one’s head, round the bend, Bnt in- 
formal crackers, barmy, barking (mad), off one’s 
trolley, round the twist, not the full shilling, N 
Amer informal buggy, nutso, out of one’s tree, 
Austral /NZ informal bushed 0an insane suggestion 
foolish, idiotic, stupid, silly, senseless, non- 
sensical, absurd, ridiculous, ludicrous, prepos- 
terous, fatuous, inane, asinine, hare-brained, 
half-baked, impracticable, implausible, irration- 
al, illogical, informal crazy, mad, cock-eyed, Bnt 
informal daft, barmy 
-opposites sensible, calm 
insanitary ►adjective unhygienic, unsanitary, 
unhealthy, insalubrious, dirty, filthy, unclean, 
impure, contaminated, polluted, foul, infected, 
infested, germ-ridden, informal germy 
-opposites hygienic 

insanity ►noun Q insanity runs in her family 
mental illness, madness, dementia, lunacy, in- 
stability, mama, psychosis, informal craziness 
0n would he insanity to take this loan folly, 
foolishness, madness, idiocy, stupidity, lunacy, 
silliness, informal craziness 
Insatiable ►adjective unquenchable, un- 
appeasable, uncontrollable, voracious, glutton- 
ous, greedy, hungry. ravenous, wolfish, avid, 
eager, keen, informal piggy; poetic f literary insatiate 

inscribe ►verb Qhts name was inscribed above 
the door carve, write, engrave, etch, cut; im- 
print. stamp, impress, mark 0 a book inscribed 
to him by the author dedicate, address, name, 
sign 

inscription ► noun Q the inscription on the sar- 
cophagus engraving, etching, wording, writing, 
lettering, legend, epitaph, epigraph. Qthe book 
had an inscription dedication, message, signa- 
ture, autograph 

inscrutable ►adjective ©her inscrutable face 
enigmatic, unreadable, mystenous, unexpress- 
ive, inexpressive, emotionless, unemotional, 
expressionless, impassive, blank, vacant, dead- 
pan, poker-faced, dispassionate 0 God's ways 
are inscrutable mysterious, inexplicable, unex- 
plainable, incomprehensible, impenetrable, un- 
fathomable, opaque, abstruse, arcane, obscure, 
cryptic. 

-opposites expressive, transparent 
insect ► noun. See list 

Insecure ► adjectlva O an insecure young man. 
unconfident, uncertain, unsure, doubtful, hesi- 
tant, selfconscious, unassertive, diffident, un- 
forthcoming, shy, timid, retiring, timorous, in- 
hibited, introverted; anxious, fearful, worried, 


informal mousy Qinsecure windows unguarded, 
unprotected, vulnerable, defenceless, unshield- 
ed, exposed, assailable, pregnable, unlocked, 
unsecured ©an insecure footbridge unstable, 
rickety, rocky, wobbly, shaky, unsteady, precar- 
ious, weak, flimsy, unsound, unsafe, informal 
jerry-built, Bnt informal dicky, dodgy 
-opposites confident, stable 

insecurity ►noun ©he hid his insecurity lack 
of confidence, self-doubt, diffidence, unassert- 
iveness, timidity, uncertainty, nervousness, in- 
hibition, anxiety, wony, unease Qthe insecurity 
of our situation vulnerability, defencelessness, 
peril, danger, instability, fragility, frailty, shaki- 
ness, unreliability 

insensate ► adjective. See insensible sense 1 

insensible ►adjective ©she was insensible on 
the floor unconscious, insensate, senseless, in- 
sentient, inert, comatose, knocked out, passed 
out, blacked out. stunned, numb, numbed, infor- 
mal out (cold), out for the count, out of it. 
zonked (out), dead to the world, Bnt informal 
spark out 0he was insensible to the risks un 
aware of, ignorant of, unconscious of, un- 
mindful of, oblivious to, indifferent to, imper- 
vious to, deaf to, blind to, unaffected by, informal 
in the dark about ©he scared even the most in- 
sensible person insensitive, dispassionate, cool, 
emotionless, unfeeling, unconcerned, detached, 
indifferent, hardened, tough, informal hard- 
boiled 

-opposites conscious, aware, sensitive 

insensitive ►adjective Qan insensitive bully 
heartless, unfeeling, inconsiderate, thought- 
less, thick-skinned, hard-hearted, cold-blooded, 
uncaring, unconcerned, unsympathetic, un- 
kind, callous, cruel, merciless, pitiless 0he 
was insensitive to her feelings impervious to. ob- 
livious to, unaware of. unresponsive to, indif- 
ferent to. unaffected by. unmoved by, un- 
touched by, informal in the dark about 
-opposites compassionate 

insentient ► adjective inanimate, lifeless, inor- 
ganic. inert, insensate, unconscious, comatose, 
anaesthetized, desensitized, numb, informal dead 
to the world, out (cold) 

inseparable ►adjective Q inseparable friends 
devoted, bosom, close, fast, firm, good, best, 
intimate, boon, faithful, informal as thick as 
thieves 0 the laws are inseparable indivisible, in- 
dissoluble, inextricable, entangled, (one and) 
the same 

insert ► verb Q)ie inserted a tape in the machine 
put, place, push, thrust, slide, slip, load, fit, 
slot, lodge, install, informal pop, stick, bung 
0she inserted a clause enter, introduce, incorp- 
orate, interpolate, interpose, interject 
-opposites extract, remove 

► noun the newspaper earned an insert, enclosure, 
insertion, inlay, supplement; circular, adver- 
tisement, pamphlet, leaflet, informal ad 

Inside ► noun © the inside of a volcano interior, 
inner part, centre, core, middle, heart. 0 {infor- 
mal) my insides are out of order stomach, gut. 
bowels, intestines, informal belly, tummy, guts 
-opposites extenor 

► adjectlva ©his inside pocket * inner, intenor, in- 
ternal, innermost. 0 inside information • confi- 
dential, classified, restneted, pnvileged, pri- 


Insects 

See oho butterfly, moth 
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agrion 
alderfly 
amazon ant 
ambrosia beetle 
animated stick 
anopheles 
ant 

ant-lion 

aphid 

Argentine ant 
army ant 
army worm 
asparagus beetle 
assassin bug 
backswimmer 
bark beetle 
bat fly 
bedbug 
bee 

bee beetle 
bee fly 
bee louse 
beetle 

biscuit beetle 

biting midge 

black ant 

black beetle 

blackfly 

blister beetle 

bloodworm 

bloody-nosed beetle 

blowfly 

bluebottle 

body louse 

boll weevil 

bombardier beetle 

bookiouse 

bookworm 

borer 

botfly 

braconld 

bristletail 

buffalo gnat 

bulb fly 

bulldog ant 

bumblebee 

burying beetle 

bush cricket 

butterfly 

cabbage root fly 

cabbageworm 

caddis fly 

cadefle 

camel cricket 

cankerworm 

carabld 

cardinal beetle 
carpenter ant 
carpenter bee 
carpet beetle 
carrion beetle 


carrot fly 
chafer 

chalcid wasp 
cheese fly 
chlgger 
chinch bug 
Christmas beetle 
churchyard beetle 
cicada 

cigarette beetle 
click beetle 
cluster fly 
cockchafer 
cockroach 
Colorado beetle 
conehead 
corn borer 
corn earworm 
cotton-leaf worm 
cotton stainer 
crab louse 
crane fly 
cricket 
cuckoo bee 
cuckoo wasp 
curculio 
cutworm 
daddy-long-legs 
damsel bug 
damselfly 
darkling beetle 
darner 
darter 

death-watch beetle 
deer fly 
demoiselle , 
devil’s coach-horse 
digger wasp 
diving beetle 
dobsonfly 
dor beetle 
dragonfly 
driver ant 
drone fly 
drosophila 
dung beetle 
dung fly 
earwig 

elm bark beetle 

emperor dragonfly 

fairy fly 

field cricket 

fig wasp 

fire ant 

flrebrat 

firefly 

flea 

flea beetle 
flesh fly 
flour beetle 
flower beetle 


fly 

forest fly 
frit fly 
froghopper 
fruit fly 
fungus beetle 
furniture beetle 
gadfly 
gall midge 
gall wasp 
garden chafer 
glow-worm 
gnat 

gold beetle 

goliath beetle 

grain borer 

grain weevil 

grasshopper 

greenbottle 

greenfly 

greenhead 

ground beetle 

groundhopper 

hawker 

head louse 

Hercules beetle 

Hessian fly 

hide beetle 

honey ant 

honeybee 

honeypot ant 

hornet 

homtall 

homworm 

horsefly 

housefly 

hoverfly 

Ichneumon 

Japanese beetle 

Jewel beftie 

June bug 

katydid 

ked 

khapra beetle 
kissing bug 
lace bug 
lacewing 
lac Insect 
ladybird 
iantem fly 
larder beetle 
leaf beetle 
leafcutter ant 
leafcutter bee 
(eafhopper 
leaf Insect 
leaf miner 
teatheijacket 
lightning bug 
locust 

longhorn beetle 


louse 
louse fly 
mantis 
Maori bug 
mason bee 
mason wasp 
May bug 
mayfly 
meal beetle 
mealworm 
mealy bug 
meat ant 
midge 
mining bee 
minotaur beetle 
mole cricket 
mopane worm 
mosquito 
moth 

mud dauber 
museum beetle 
musk beetle 
nostril fly 
oil beetle 
onion fly 
paper wasp 
pharaoh ant 
phylloxera 
pill beetle 
pinhole borer 
plant hopper 
plant louse 
pond skater 
potato beetle 
potter wasp 
powder-post 
beetle 

praying mantis 
raspberry beetle 
rat-tailed maggot 
rhinoceros beetle 
robber fly 
root fly 
rose chafer 
rove beetle 
St Mark’s fly 
sandfly 
sand wasp 
saucer bug 
sawfly 
sawyer 
scale insect 
scarab 
scorpion fly 
screech beetle 
Screw worm 
sexton beetle 
shield bug 
sl(yerf»h 
skin beetle 
slave-making ant 


snake fly 
snipe fly 
snow flea 
soldier beetle 
soldier fly 
Spanish fly 
spider beetle 
spider-hunting 
wasp 
spittlebug 
springtail 
spruce budworm 
squash bug 
stable fly 
stag beetle 
stick insect 
stilt bug 
stink bug 
stonefly 
sty lops 

tarantula hawk 
tent caterpillar 
termite 
thrips 

thunderbug 
thunderfiy 
tiger beetle 
tfmberman 
tobacco beetle 
tortoise beetle 
treehopper 
tsetse fly 
tumblebug 
turtle bug 
vedelia beetle 
velvet ant 
warble fly 
wart-biter 
wasp 

wasp beetle 
water beetle 
water boatman 
water cricket 
water measurer 
water scorpion 
water strider 
weaver ant 
web-spinner 
webworm 
weevil 
weta 
whirligig 
white ant 
whitefly 
wireworm 
witchetty grub 
wood ant 
woodwasp 
woodworm 
woolly bear 
yeHowJacket 


vate, secret, exclusive; informal hush-hush 
-opposites outer, public 
^adverb Q she ushered me inside * indoors, within, 
in. Qhow do you feel inside? inwardly, within, 
secretly, privately, deep down, at heart, emo- 


tionally. intuitively, instinctively. Q (informal) if I 
burgle again I'll be back inside: in prison, in jail, in 
custody; locked up, imprisoned, incarcerated, 
informal behind bars, doing time; Brit, informal 
banged up. 
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insider | inspiration 


insider ► noun member, worker, employee, rep* 
resentative, person in the know 
insidious ► adjective stealthy, subtle, surrepti' 
tious, cunning, crafty, artful, sly, wily, under- 
hand, backhanded, indirect, informal sneaky 
insight ► noun ©your insight has been invaluable 
intuition, discernment, perception, awareness, 
understanding, comprehension, apprehension, 
appreciation, penetration, acumen, perspica- 
city, judgement, acuity, vision, prescience, im- 
agination, informal nous, savvy ©on insight into 
the government understanding of. appreciation 
of, revelation about, introduction to, informal 
eye-opener 

insignia ► noun badge, crest, emblem, symbol, 
sign, device, mark, seal, colours 
insignificant ► adjective unimportant, trivial, 
trifling, negligible, inconsequential, of no ac- 
count, inconsiderable, nugatory, paltry, petty, 
insubstantial, frivolous, pointless, worthless, ir- 
relevant, immaterial, peripheral, informal pid- 
dling 

insincere ► adjective false, fake, hollow, arti- 
ficial, feigned, pretended, put-on, disingenuous, 
hypocritical, cynical, deceitfi.il, deceptive, dupli- 
citous, double-dealing, two-faced, lying, un- 
truthful. mendacious, informal phoney, pretend, 
pseud 

insinuate ► verb ©he insinuated that she lied 
imply, suggest, hint, intimate, indicate, let it be 
known, give someone to understand, informal 
make out, tip someone the wink ©he insinu- 
ated his hand under hers slide, slip, manoeuvre, 
insert, edge 

■ Insinuate oneself Into worm ones way 
into, ingratiate oneself with, curry favour with, 
foist oneself on, introduce oneself into; infil- 
trate. invade, sneak into, intrude on. impinge 
on, mfonnal muscle in on 

insinuation ► noun implication, inference, 
suggestion, hint, intimation, innuendo, refer- 
ence. allusion, indication, undertone, overtone, 
aspersion, slur, allegation 
insipid ► adjective ©mstptd coffee tasteless, 
flavourless, savourless, bland, weak, wishy- 
washy. unappetizing, unpalatable ©msipid pic- 
tures unimaginative, uninspired, uninspiring, 
characterless, flat, uninteresting, lacklustre, 
dull, boring, dry (as dust), jejune, humdrum, 
run-of-the-mill, commonplace, pedestrian, trite, 
tired, hackneyed, stale, lame, tame, poor, inad- 
equate, sterile, anaemic. 

-opposites tasty, interesting 
Insist ► verb ©be prepared to insist : stand firm, 
stand one’s ground, be resolute, be deter- 
mined. hold out, be emphatic, not take no for 
an answer, persevere, persist, informal stick to 
one’s guns ©she insisted that they pay up de 
mand, command, require, dictate, urge, exhort 
© he insisted that he knew nothing • maintain, as- 
sert, hold, contend, argue, protest, claim, vow, 
swear, declare, stress, repeat, reiterate, formal 
aver. 

insistence ► noun ©she sat down at Anne’s in- 
sistence: demand, bidding, command, dictate, in- 
struction, requirement, request, entreaty, ex- 
hortation; informal say-so; poetic/ literary behest 
©his insistence that he loved her. assertion, dec- 
laration, contention, claim, pronouncement, 
assurance, affirmation, avowal, profession. 


insistent ► adjective © Tony's insistent question- 
ing persistent, determined, adamant, impor- 
tunate, tenacious, unyielding, dogged, unre- 
lenting, inexorable, demanding, pushy, urgent, 
emphatic, firm, assertive ©an insistent buzzing' 
incessant, constant, unremitting, repetitive, 
obtrusive, intrusive 

Insobriety ► noun drunkenness, intoxication, 
inebriation, tipsiness, informal tightness, poetic/ 
literary crapulence 

Insolent ► adjective impertinent, impudent, 
cheeky, ill-mannered, bad mannered, unman- 
nerly, mde. impolite, uncivil, discourteous, dis- 
respectful, insubordinate, contemptuous, auda- 
cious, bold, cocky, brazen, insulting, abusive, 
informal fresh, flip, lippy, saucy, N Amer informal 
sassy, archaic contumelious, malapert 
-opposites polite 

insoluble ► adjective ©some problems are insol- 
uble unsolvable, unanswerable, unresolvable, 
unfathomable, impenetrable, unexplainable, 
inscrutable, inexplicable ©these minerals are in- 
soluble indissoluble 

insolvency ► noun bankruptcy, liquidation, 
failure, collapse, (financial) ruin, pennilessness, 
penury, Bnt receivership 

Insolvent ► adjective bankrupt, ruined, liquid- 
ated, wiped out, penniless, impoverished, im- 
pecunious, Bnt in receivership, without a 
penny (to one’s name), informal bust, (flat) broke, 
belly-up, gone to the wall, on the rocks, in the 
red, hard up, strapped for cash, Bnt informal 
skint, in Queer Street, stonv broke, cleaned 
out, formal penurious 

insomnia ► noun sleeplessness, wakefulness, 
restlessness, archaic watchfulness 

Insouciance ► noun nonchalance, uncon- 
cern. indifference, heedlessness. calm, equa- 
nimity, composure, ease, airiness, informal cool 
-opposites anxiety 

Insouciant ► adjective nonchalant, un- 
troubled, unwomed, unruffled, unconcerned, 
indifferent, blase, heedless, relaxed, calm, equ- 
able, equammous, serene, composed, easy, 
carefree, free and easy, happy-go-lucky, light- 
hearted. informal cool, laid-back 

inspect ► verb fxamine, check, scrutinize, in- 
vestigate, vet, test, monitor, survey, study, look 
over, scan, explore, probe, assess, appraise, re- 
view, informal check out, give something a/the 
once-over. 

inspection ► noun examination, check-up, 
survey, scifttmy, probe, exploration, observa- 
tion, investigation, assessment, appraisal, re- 
view, evaluation, informal once-over, going-over, 
look-see, overhaul 

Inspector ► noun examiner, checker, scrutm- 
lzer, scrutineer, investigator, surveyor, asses- 
sor, appraiser, reviewer, analyst, observer, 
overseer, supervisor, monitor, watchdog, om- 
budsman, auditor 

inspiration ► noun ©she’s a real inspiration to 
others, stimulus, stimulation, motivation, fillip, 
encouragement, influence, muse, spur, lift, 
boost, incentive, impulse, catalyst; example, 
model, ©his work locks inspiration: creativity, 
inventiveness, innovation, ingenuity, imagin- 
ation, originality; artistry, insight, vision; 
finesse, flair ©she had a sudden inspiration: 



inspire | instigator 
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bright idea, revelation, informal brainwave, N 
Amer informal brainstorm 0 inspiration pains her 
inhalation, breathing in, respiration 

inspire ► verb Qthe landscape inspired him to 
write stimulate, motivate, encourage, influ- 
ence, rouse, move, stn, energize, galvanize, in- 
cite. animate, fire, inspirit, incentivize Qthe 
film inspired a musical give rise to, lead to, 
bnng about, cause, prompt, spawn, engender, 
poetic/ literary beget 0 Charles inspired awe in her 
arouse, awaken, prompt, induce, ignite, trig- 
ger, kindle, produce, bnng out, poetic /literary en- 
kindle 

inspired ►adjective outstanding, wonderful, 
marvellous, excellent, magnificent, fine, excep- 
tional, first-class, first-rate, virtuoso, supreme, 
superlative, innovative, innovatory, mnovation- 
al, ingenious, original, informal tremendous, su- 
perb. super, ace, wicked, awesome, out of this 
world. Bnt informal bnlliant, brill 
-OPPOSITES poor 

inspiring ►adjective inspirational, encour- 
aging, heartening, uplifting, stirring, rousing, 
stimulating, electrifying, moving, affecting, in- 
fluential 

instability ► noun Qthe instability of political 
life unreliability, uncertainty, unpredictability, 
insecurity, penlousness. riskiness, imperman- 
ence. inconstancy, changeability, variability, 
fluctuation, mutability ©emotional instability 
volatility, unpredictability, variability, capn- 
ciousness. vacillation, ffailty, infirmity, weak- 
ness. irregularity 0 the instability of the founda- 
tions unsteadiness, unsoundness, shakiness, 
frailty, fragility 
-opposites steadiness 

install ► verb O a photocopier was installed in the 
office put, position, place, locate, situate, sta- 
tion, site, lodge, insert Qthey installed a new 
president swear in, induct, instate, inaugurate, 
invest, appoint, take on, ordain, consecrate, 
anoint, enthrone, crown Qshe installed herself 
behind the table ensconce, establish, position, 
settle, seat, lodge, plant, sit (down), informal 
plonk, park, Bnt informal take a pew 
-opposites remove 

Installation ►noun Qthe installation of radi- 
ators. installing, fitting, putting in. insertion 
©the installation of the chancellor swearing in, 
induction, instatement, inauguration, investi- 
ture, ordination, consecration, enthronement, 
coronation 0 a new computer installation unit, 
appliance, fixture, equipment, machinery ©an 
army installation base, camp, post, depot, cen- 
tre, facility; premises 

instalment ►noun Of pay by monthly instal- 
ments part payment, deferred payment, Bnt 
hire purchase, HP, Bnt informal the never-never 
©a story published in instalments part, portion, 
section, segment, bit, chapter, episode, volume, 
issue 

instance ►noun Oan instance of racism : ex- 
ample, exemplar, occasion, occurrence, case, il- 
lustration © (formal) proceedings began at the in- 
stance of the director, instigation, prompting, 
suggestion, request, entreaty, demand, insist- 
ence; wish, desire 

► verb as an example I would instance Jones's work 
cite, quote, refer to, mention, allude to, give; 


specify, name, identify, draw attention to, put 
forward, offer, advance 

■ In the first instance initially, at first, at the 
start, at the outset, m/at the beginning, to 
begin with, to start with, originally 

instant ► adjective Ouufrmt access to your money 
immediate, instantaneous, on-the-spot, prompt, 
swift, speedy, rapid, quick, express, lightning, 
sudden, precipitate, abrupt, informal snappy, 
pdq (pretty damn quick) © instant meals 
pre-prepared. pre-cooked, ready mixed, fast, 
microwaveable, convenience, TV 
-opposites delayed 

► noun Qcome here this instant 1 moment, time, mi- 
nute, second, juncture, point ©it all happened 
in an instant trice, moment, minute, (split) sec- 
ond. twinkling of an eye, flash, no time (at all), 
informal sec, jiffy, the blink of an eye, Bnt informal 
mo, N Amer informal snap 

instantaneous ► adjective immediate, instant, 
on-the-spot, prompt, swift, speedy, rapid, 
quick, express, lightning, sudden, humed. pre- 
cipitate, informal snappy, pdq (pretty damn 
quick) 

-opposites delayed 

instantly ►adverb immediately, at once, 
straight away, right away, instantaneously, sud- 
denly, abruptly, all of a sudden, forthwith, 
there and then, here and now, this/that min- 
ute, this/that instant, quickly, rapidly, speedily, 
promptly, in an instant, in a moment, in a 
(split) second, in a trice, m/like a flash, like a 
shot, in the twinkling of an eye, in no time (at 
all), before you know it, informal in a jiffy, 
pronto, before you can say Jack Robinson, 
double quick, like (greased) lightning, archaic m- 
stanter 

instead ► adverb travel by train instead as an al 
ternative. in lieu, alternatively, rather, by con- 
trast, for preference, by/ffom choice, on sec- 
ond thoughts, all things being equal, ideally, N 
Amer alternately 

■ instead of as an alternative to, as a substi- 
tute for, as a replacement for, in place of, in 
lieu of, in preference to, rather than, as op- 
posed to, as against, as contrasted with, before 

instigate ►verb Qthey instigated formal pro- 
ceedings set in motion, get under way, get off 
the ground, start, commence, begin, initiate, 
launch, institute, set up, inaugurate, establish, 
organize, actuate, generate, bring about, start 
the ball rolling, informal kick off ©he instigated 
men to refuse allegiance incite, encourage, urge, 
goad, provoke, spur on, push, press, prompt, 
induce, prevail upon, motivate, influence, per- 
suade, sway, informal put up to 
-opposites halt, dissuade 

instigation ►noun Qthey became involved at 
his instigation prompting, suggestion; request, 
entreaty, demand, insistence, wish, desire, per- 
suasion, formal instance Qforeign instigation of 
the disorder initiation, incitement, provocation, 
fomentation, encouragement, inducement, in- 
ception 

Instigator ► noun initiator, prime mover, mo- 
tivator, architect, designer, planner, inventor, 
mastermind, originator, author, creator, agent; 
founder, pioneer, founding father; agitator, fo- 
menter, troublemaker, ringleader. 
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instil ► verb Qwe mstil vigilance m our children 
inculcate, implant, ingrain, impress, imprint, 
introduce, engender, produce, generate, in- 
duce, inspire, promote, foster, drum into ©he 
instilled Monet with a love of nature imbue, in- 
spire, infuse, inculcate, indoctrinate, teach 
©she instilled the eye drops administer, intro- 
duce. infuse, inject 

instinct ►noun ©some instinct told me to he 
careful natural tendency, inherent tendency, 
inclination, urge, drive, compulsion, need, in- 
tuition. feeling, sixth sense, insight, nose ©a 
good instinct for acting talent, gift, ability, apti- 
tude, skill, flair, feel, genius, knack, bent 

instinctive ►adjective intuitive, natural, in- 
stinctual, innate, inborn, inherent, uncon- 
scious, subconscious, intuitional, automatic, re- 
flex, knee-jerk, mechanical, spontaneous, invol- 
untary, impulsive, informal gut 
-opposites learned, voluntary 

institute ► noun a research institute organiza 
tion, establishment, institution, foundation, 
centie, academy, school, college, university, so- 
ciety, association, federation, body, guild 

► verb Owe instituted a search initiate, set in mo- 
tion, get under wav, get off the ground, start, 
commence, begin, launch, set up, inaugurate, 
found, establish, oiganize, generate, bring 
about, start the ball rolling, informal kick off 
©he will he instituted as vt car install, instate, 
induct, invest, inaugurate, swear in. initiate, 
ordain, consecrate, anoint, appoint, create 
— opposn fs end, dismiss 

institution ►noun ©an academic institution 
establishment, organization, institute, founda- 
tion. centre, academy, school, college, univer- 
sity, society, association, body, guild, consor- 
tium © they spent their lives m institutions (resi 
dential) home, hospital, asylum Qthe institu- 
tion of the rector installation, instatement, in- 
duction. investiture, inauguration, ordination, 
consecration, anointing, appointment, creation 
©the institution oj adoption practice, custom, 
convention, tradition, phenomenon, fact, pro- 
cedure, usage, method, system, policy, idea, 
notion, concept Qthe institution of legal proceed - 
ings initiation, instigation, launch start, com- 
mencement, beginning, inauguration, gener- 
ation, origination 

institutional ►adjective ©an institutional 
framework for discussions organized, established, 
bureaucratic, conventional, procedural, pre- 
scribed, set. routine, formal, systematic, sys- 
tematized, methodical, businesslike, orderly, 
coherent, structured, regulated ©t he rooms are 
rather institutional impersonal, formal, regi- 
mented, uniform, unvaned. monotonous, in- 
sipid, bland, uninteresting, dull, unappealing, 
uninviting, unattractive, unwelcoming, dreary, 
drab, colourless, stark, spartan, bare, clinical, 
sterile 

Instruct ►verb ©the union instructed them to 
strike, order, direct, command, tell, enjoin, re- 
quire, call on, mandate, charge, poetic /literary bid 
© nobody instructed him in how to operate it 
teach, school, coach, tram, enlighten, inform, 
educate, tutor, guide, prepare, prime. Qshe in- 
structed a solicitor of her own choice: employ, au- 
thorize. bnef. ©the bank was instructed that 
money would be withdrawn, inform, tell, notify, 


apprise, advise, brief, prime, informal put in the 
picture, fill in 

instruction ► noun ©do not disobey my instruc- 
tions order, command, directive, direction, de- 
cree, edict, injunction, mandate, dictate, com- 
mandment. bidding, requirement, stipulation, 
informal say-so, poetic/ literary behest ©read the in- 
structions directions, key, specification, hand- 
book, manual, guide, ©he gave instruction in 
demolition work tuition, teaching, coaching, 
schooling, tutelage, lessons, classes, lectures, 
training, drill, preparation, grounding, guid- 
ance 

instructive ► adjective informative, instruc- 
tional, informational, illuminating, enlighten- 
ing, explanatory, educational, educative, edify- 
ing. didactic, pedagogic, heuristic, improving, 
moralistic, homiletic, useful, helpful 

instructor ► noun trainer, coach, teacher, 
tutor, adviser, counsellor guide, educator, for- 
mal pedagogue 

instrument ►noun ©a wound made with a 
sharp instrument implement, tool, utensil, de- 
vice, apparatus, contrivance, gadget. See lists 
here and at tool © check all the cockpit instru- 
ments measuring device, gauge, meter, indica- 
tor, dial, display Qthey tuned their instruments 
musical instrument See lists at brass, key 
board, orchestra, organ, percussion, string, 
wind ©an instrument of learning agent. 
agency, cause, channel, medium, means, mech- 
anism, vehicle, organ Qa mere instrument acting 
under coercion pawn, puppet, creature, dupe, 
cog, tool, cat's paw, informal stooge 


Surgical Instruments 


bistoury 

bougie 

burr 

cannula 

colposcope 

curette 

depressor 

dilator 

forceps 


gouge 

guillotine 

haemostat 

lancet 

laparoscope 

osteotome 

probe 

raspatory 

retractor 


scalpel 

scarificator 

scoop 

sigmoidoscope 

snare 

tenaculum 

trepan 

trephine 

trocar 


instrumental ►adjective involved, active, in- 
fluential, contributory, helpful, useful, of ser- 
vice, significant, important, (be Instrumental 
in) play a part in. contribute to, be a factor in, 
have a hand in. add to. help, promote, ad- 
vance, further, be conducive to, make for, lead 
to, cause 

instrumentalist ► noun. See hst 

insubordinate ► adjective disobedient, un- 
ruly, wayward, errant, badly behaved, disorder- 
ly. undisciplined, delinquent, troublesome, re- 
bellious, defiant, recalcitrant, uncooperative, 
wilful, intractable, unmanageable, uncontrol- 
lable; awkward, difficult, perverse, contrary, 
Bnt informal bolshie 
-opposites obedient. 

Insubordination ► noun disobedience, unru- 
liness, indiscipline, bad behaviour, misbehav- 
iour, misconduct, delinquency, rebellion, defi- 
ance, mutiny, revolt; recalcitrance, wilfulness, 
awkwardness, perversity; informal acting-up; 'Law 
contumacy 
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Instrumentalists 

See also jazz . 

Accardo, Salvatore (Italian violinist) 

Andr6, Maurice (French trumpeter) 

Arrau, daudfo (Chilean pianist) 

Ashkenazy. Vladimir (Russian pianist) 

Barenboim, Daniel (Israel! pianist) 

Blades, James (English percussionist) 

Brain, Dennis (English horn player) 

Bream. Julian (English guitarist) 

Brendel, Alfred (Czech pianist) 

Brouwer, Leo (Cuban guitarist 
Brymer, Jack (English clarinettist) 

Casals, Pablo (Spanish cellist) 

Chung, Kyung-Wha (Korean violinist) 

Chung. Myung-Wha (Korean cellist) 

Chung, Myung-Whun (Korean pianist) 

Cortot, Alfred (French pianist) 
de Peyer, Cervase (English clarinettist) 

Donohoe, Peter (English pianist) 
du Prt, Jacqueline (English cellist) 

Eltls. Osian (Welsh harpist) 

Galway, James (Northern Irish flautist) 

Gilbert, Kenneth (Canadian harpsichordist) 

GHeis, Emil (Russian pianist) 

Glennie, Evelyn (Scottish percussionist) 

Goossens, Leon (English oboist) 

Gould, Glenn (Canadian pianist) 

Grumiaux, Arthur (Belgian violinist) 

Haendet, Ida (British violinist, b. in Poland) 
Hardenberger, H&ken (Swedish trumpeter) 

Heifetz. Jascha (American violinist, b. In Lithuania) 
Hess, Myra (English pianist) 

Holltger, Heinz (Swiss oboist) 

Horowitz, Vladimir (Russian pianist) 

Imal. Nobuko (Japanese violist) 

Joachim, Joseph (Austro-Hungarian violinist) 

Katchen, Julius (American pianist) 

Kempff. Wilhelm (German pianist) 

Kennedy, Nigel (English vto&nfct) 

Kirkpatrick. Ralph (American harpsichordist) 
Kovacevfch. Stephen (American pianist, b. in 
Yugoslavia) 

Kretsier. Fritz (American violinist, b. In Austria) 
Landowska, Wanda (Polish harpsichordist) 

Leonhardt. Gustav (Dutch harpsichordist) 

Luda, Paco de (Spanish guitarist) 

Lupu, Radu (Romanian pianist) 

Lympany, Moura (British pianist) 

Malcolm, George (English harpsichordist) 

insubstantial * adjective Oan insubstantial 
structure: flimsy, slight, fragile, breakable, 
weak, frail, unstable, shaky, wobbly, nckety, 
ramshackle, jerry-built Q insubstantial evidence: 
weak, flimsy, feeble, poor, inadequate, insuffi- 
cient, tenuous, insignificant, inconsequential, 
unsubstantial, unconvincing, implausible, un- 
satisfactory. paltry 0 the light made her seem in- 
substantial • intangible, impalpable, untouch- 
able, discamate, unsubstantial, incorporeal, im- 
aginary, unreal, illusory, spectral, ghostlike, va- 
porous, Philosophy immaterial. 

-opposites sturdy, sound, tangible 

Insufferable ► adjective Qthe heat was insuffer- 
able: intolerable, unbearable, unendurable, in- 
supportable, unacceptable, oppressive, over- 
whelming, overpowering; more than flesh and 
blood can stand; informal too much. Qhis win 


Marsalis, Wynton (American trumpeter) 

Menuhin, Yehudi (British violinist, b. In America) 
Mlchelangeii, Arturo Benedettl (Italian pianist) 
MHsteln, Nathan (American violinist, b. in Russia) 
Montoya, Carlos (Spanish guitarist) 

Mullova. Viktoria (Austrian violinist, b. in Russia) 
Mutter. Anne-Sophie (German violinist) 

Nlcolet Aurfcle (Swiss flautist) 

Ogdon, John (English pianist) 

Oistrakh, David (Russian violinist) 

Oistrakh, Igor (Russian violinist) 

Paderewski, Ignacy Jan (Polish pianist) 

Paganini, Nlccold (Italian violinist) 

Pefta. Paco (Spanish guitarist) 

Perahla, Murray (American pianist) 

Perlman, Itzhak (Israeli violinist) 

Pleeth, William (English cellist) 

Polllnl, Maurizio (Italian pianist) 

Rampal, Jean- Pierre (French flautist) 

Richter, Sviatoslav (Russian pianist) 

Robles, Marisa (British harpist, b. In Spain) 

Rogg, Lionel (Swiss organist) 

Rooley, Anthony (English lutenist) 

Rostropovich, Mstislav Leopoldovich (Azerbaijani 
cellist) 

Rubinstein, Artur (American pianist, b. in Poland) 
Salomon. Johann Peter (German violinist) 

Schiff, Andris (Hungarian pianist) 

Schnabel, Artur (American pianist, b. in Austria) 
Schumann, Clara (German pianist) 

Segovia. Andres (Spanish guitarist) 

Serkln, Rudolf (American pianist, b. In Russia) 
Shankar, Ravi (Indian sitar player) 

Solomon (British pianist) 

Stadler, Anton (Austrian clarinettist) 

Stem. Isaac (American violinist b. in Russia) 

Suk. Josef (Czech violinist) 

Szeryng, Henryk (Mexican violinist, b. in Poland) 
Tertis. Lionel (English violist) 

Tortelier, Pauf (French cellist) 

Uchlda, Mitsuko (Japanese pianist) 

Visiry, Tam4s (Hungarian pianist) 

Weir, Gillian (New Zealand organist) 

Williams, John (Australian guitarist) 

Wittgenstein. Paul (American pianist b. in Austria) 
Ysaje, Eugene (Belgian violinist) 

Zukerman, Plnchas (Israeli violinist) 


mode him insufferable' conceited, arrogant, 
boastful, cocky, cocksure, full of oneself, self- 
important, swollen-headed, swaggering; vain, 
self-satisfied, self-congratulatory, smug; informal 
big-headed, too big for one’s boots, poetic /literary 
vainglorious 

-opposites bearable, modest 

insufficient * adjective inadequate, deficient, 
poor, scant, scanty, not enough, too little, too 
few, too small; scarce, sparse, in short supply, 
lacking, wanting; paltry, meagre, niggardly; in- 
complete, restricted, limited; informal measly, 
pathetic, piddling 

insular * adjective Q insular people: narrow- 
minded. small-minded, blinkered, inward- 
looking. parochial, provincial, small-town, 
short-sighted, hidebound, set m one’s ways, in- 
flexible. rigid, entrenched; illiberal, intolerant. 
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prejudiced, bigoted, biased, partisan, xenopho- 
bic, Bnt blimpish Qan insular existence isol 
ated, inaccessible, cut off, segregated, de- 
tached, solitary, lonely 
-opposites broad-minded, cosmopolitan 

insulate ► verb Q pipes must be insulated wrap, 
sheathe, cover, encase, enclose, envelop, lag, 
heatproof, soundproof; pad. cushion Qthey 
were insulated from the impact of the war protect. 
save, shield, shelter, screen, cushion, cocoon, 
isolate, segregate, sequester, detach, cut off 

insulation ► noun Qa layer of insulation lag 
ging, blanket, jacket, wrap Q insulation from the 
rigours of city life protection, defence, shelter, 
screen, shield, isolation, segregation, separ- 
ation, sequestration, detachment 

insult ► verb he insulted my wife abuse, be rude 
to, call someone names, slight, disparage, dis- 
credit, libel, slander, malign, defame, deni- 
grate, cast aspersions on, offend, affront, hurt, 
humiliate, wound, informal bad-mouth, Bnt infor- 
mal slag off, formal derogate, calumniate, rare as- 
perse 

-opposites compliment 

► noun he hurled insults at us abusive remark, jibe, 
affront, slight, barb, slur, indignity, injury, 
libel, slander, defamation, abuse, disparage- 
ment, aspersions, informal dig, put-down, slap in 
the face, kick in the teeth 

insulting * adjective abusive, rude, offensive, 
disparaging, belittling, derogatory, deprecatory, 
disrespectful, demgratory, uncomplimentaiy, 
pejorative, disdainful, derisive, scornful, con- 
temptuous, defamatory, slanderous, libellous, 
scurrilous, blasphemous, informal bitchy, catty 

Insuperable ► adjective insurmountable, in- 
vincible, unassailable, overwhelming, hopeless, 
impossible 

Insupportable ► adjective O this view is insup- 
portable unjustifiable, indefensible, inexcus- 
able, unwarrantable, umeasonable, baseless, 
groundless, unfounded, unsupported, unsub- 
stantiated, unconfirmed, uncorroborated, in- 
valid, untenable, implausible, weak, flawed, 
specious, defective 0 the heat was insupportable 
intolerable, insufferable, unbearable, unen- 
durable, oppressive, overwhelming, overpower- 
ing, more than flesh and blood can stand, infor- 
mal too much 

-opposites justified, bearable 

Insurance ►noun Q insurance for his new car 
indemnity, indemnification, assurance, (finan- 
cial) protection, security, cover Q insurance 
against a third World War protection, defence, 
safeguard, security, precaution, provision; im- 
munity. guarantee, warranty, informal backstop 

insure ►verb provide insurance for, indem- 
nify, cover, assure, protect, underwrite, guaran- 
tee. warrant 

insurgent ► adjective insurgent forces : rebelli- 
ous, rebel, revolutionary, mutinous, insurrec- 
tionist, renegade, seditious, subversive 
-opposites loyal 

► noun the troops are lighting insurgents, rebel, 
revolutionary, revolutionist, mutineer, insur- 
rectionist, agitator, subversive, renegade; guer- 
rilla, freedom fighter, anarchist, terrorist. 
-opposites loyalist 


Insurmountable ► adjective insuperable, un- 
conquerable, invincible, unassailable; over- 
whelming, hopeless, impossible 

insurrection ► noun rebellion, revolt, upris- 
ing, mutiny, revolution, msurgence, riot, sedi- 
tion, civil disorder, unrest, anarchy, coup 
(d’etat) 

Intact ►adjective whole, entire, complete, un- 
broken, undamaged, unimpaired, faultless, 
flawless, unscathed, untouched, unspoiled, un- 
blemished, unmarked, perfect, pristine, inviol- 
ate, undefiled, unsullied, in one piece, sound, 
solid 

-opposites damaged 

Intangible ►adjective Qthe moonlight made 
things seem intangible impalpable, untouchable, 
incorporeal, discamate, abstract, ethereal, in- 
substantial. airy, ghostly, spectral, unearthly, 
supernatural, Philosophy immaterial 0an intan- 
gible atmosphere indefinable, indescribable, in- 
expressible, nameless, vague, obscure, unclear, 
indefinite, subtle, elusive, fugitive 
integral ►adjective Qan integral part of human 
behaviour essential, fundamental, basic, intrin- 
sic. inherent, constitutive, innate, structural, 
vital, necessary, requisite Qthe dryer has inte- 
gral cord storage, built-in. inbuilt, integrated, in- 
corporated. fitted Qan integral approach to 
learning unified, integiated, comprehensive, 
composite, combined, aggregate, complete, 
whole 

-opposites peripheral, fragmented 
integrate ► verb combine, amalgamate, 
merge, unite, fuse, blend, mingle, coalesce, 
consolidate, meld, intermingle, mix, incorpor- 
ate. unify, assimilate, homogenize, desegregate 
-opposites separate 

Integrated ►adjective Qan integrated package 
of services unified, united, consolidated, amal- 
gamated, combined, merged, fused, homoge- 
neous, assimilated, cohesive Qan integrated 
school desegregated, non-segregated, unsegre- 
gated. mixed 

integrity ►noun never doubted his integrity 
honesty, probity, rectitude, honour, good char- 
acter, pnnciple(s), ethics, morals, righteous- 
ness, morality, virtue, decency, fairness, scru- 
pulousness, sincerity, truthfulness, trustworthi- 
ness 0 the integrity of the federation, unity, unifi- 
cation, coherence, cohesion, togetherness, soli- 
darity ©the structural integrity of the aircraft: 
soundness, strength, sturdiness, solidity, dur- 
ability, stability, stoutness, toughness 
-opposites dishonesty, division, fragility 
intellect ► noun Qa film that appeals to the in- 
tellect. mind, brain(s), intelligence, reason, 
understanding, thought, brainpower, sense, 
judgement, wisdom, wits, informal nous, grey 
matter, brain cells, upper storey; Bnt informal 
loaf, N Amer informal smarts. Qone of the finest in- 
tellects thinker, intellectual, sage, mind, brain. 

intellectual ► adjective Qhis intellectual cap- 
acity: mental, cerebral, cognitive, psychological, 
rational, abstract, conceptual, theoretical, ana- 
lytical, logical, academic. Qan intellectual man 
intelligent, clever, academic, educated, well 
read, erudite, cerebral, learned, knowledgeable. 
literary, bookish, donnish, highbrow, scholarly, 
studious, enlightened, sophisticated; Informat 
brainy. 
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-opposites physical, stupid 
► noun intellectuals are appalled by television high- 
brow, intelligent person, learned person, aca- 
demic, bookworm, man/woman of letters, 
bluestocking, thinker, brain, scholar, sage, ge- 
nius, Einstein, polymath, mastermind, informal 
egghead, brains, Bnt informal brainbox, clever 
clogs, boffin, N Amer informal braimac, rocket 
scientist 

-opposites dunce 

intelligence ►noun ©a m an of great intelli- 
gence intellectual capacity, mental capacity, 
intellect, mind, brain(s), brainpower, judge- 
ment, reasoning, understanding, comprehen- 
sion, acumen, wit, sense, insight, perception, 
penetration, discernment, quick-wittedness, 
smartness, canniness, astuteness, intuition, 
acuity, cleverness, brilliance, ability, talent, in- 
formal braminess © intelligence from our agents 
information, facts, details, particulars, data, 
knowledge, reports, informal info, gen. dope 
©military intelligence' information gathering, 
surveillance, observation, reconnaissance, spy- 
ing, espionage, infiltration, ELINT, Humint, in- 
formal recon 

Intelligent ►adjective Qan intelligent writer 
clever, bright, brilliant, quick-witted, quick on 
the uptake, smart, canny, astute, intuitive, in- 
sightful, perceptive, perspicacious, discerning; 
knowledgeable, able, gifted, talented, informal 
brainy ©an intelligent being rational, higher- 
order, capable of thought © intelligent machines 
self-regulating, capable of learning, smart 

Intelligentsia ► plural noun intellectuals, in- 
telligent people, academics, scholars, literati, 
cognoscenti, Illuminati, highbrows, thinkeis, 
brains, the intelligent, informal eggheads, Bnt in- 
formal boffins 

intelligible ► adjective comprehensible, 
understandable, accessible, digestible, user- 
fhendly, penetrable, fathomable, lucid, clear, 
coherent, plain, explicit, precise, unambiguous, % 
self-explanatory 

intemperance ► noun o they were criticized 
for intemperance overindulgence, immoder- 
ation, excess, extravagance, prodigality, profli- 
gacy, lavishness, self-indulgence, self-gratifi- 
cation, debauchery, decadence, dissipation, dis- 
solution. ©he said intemperance was a disease 
drinking, alcoholism, alcohol abuse, dipso- 
mania, drunkenness, intoxication, inebriation, 
insobriety, tipsiness, formal inebriety, poatic/ 
literary crapulence 

intemperate ►adjective immoderate, exces- 
sive, undue, inordinate, extreme, unrestrained, 
uncontrolled, self-indulgent, ovenndulgent, ex- 
travagant, lavish, prodigal, profligate, impru- 
dent, reckless, wild, dissolute, debauched, wan- 
ton, dissipated 
-opposites moderate. 

intend ►verb plan. mean, have m mind, have 
the intention, aim, propose, aspire, hope, ex- 
pect, be resolved, be determined, want, wish, 
contemplate, think of, envisage, design, ear- 
mark, set aside; formal purpose 

Intended ► adjective the foul was not intended • 
deliberate, intentional, calculated, conscious, 
planned, studied, knowing, wilful, wanton, 
purposeful, done on purpose, premeditated, 


preplanned, preconceived. Law aforethought, 
Law, dated prepense 
-opposites accidental 

► noun ( informal) do you share everything with your in- 
tended ? fiance(e), betrothed, bride-to-be, wife- 
to-be, husband-to-be, future wife, future hus- 
band. prospective spouse 

Intense ►adjective O intense heat extreme, 
great, acute, fierce, severe, high, exceptional, 
extraordinary, harsh, strong, powerful, potent, 
vigorous, informal serious ©a very intense young 
man passionate, impassioned, ardent, fervent, 
zealous, vehement, fiery, emotional, earnest, 
eager, animated, spirited, vigorous, energetic, 
fanatical, committed 
-opposites mild, apathetic 

intensify ►verb escalate, increase, step up, 
boost, raise, strengthen, augment, reinforce, 
pick up, build up, heighten, deepen, extend, 
expand, amplify, magnify, aggravate, exacer- 
bate, worsen, inflame, compound 
-opposites abate 

intensity ►noun ©the intensity of the sun 
strength, power, potency, force, seventy, fer- 
ocity, vehemence, fierceness, harshness, magni- 
tude, greatness, acuteness, extremity ©his eyes 
had a glowing intensity passion, ardour, fervour, 
zeal, vehemence, fire, heat, emotion, eager- 
ness, animation, spint, vigour, strength, en- 
ergy, fanaticism 

intensive ► adjective thorough, thorough- 
going. in-depth, rigorous, exhaustive, all-out, 
all-embracing, all-inclusive, comprehensive, 
complete, full, vigorous, strenuous, detailed, 
minute, close, meticulous, scrupulous, pains- 
taking, methodical, careful, extensive, wide- 
spread, sweeping, determined, resolute, persist- 
ent 

-opposites cursory 

intent ► noun he tried to divine his father’s intent 
aim, intention, purpose, objective, object, goal, 
target, design, plan, scheme, wish, desire, am- 
bition, idea, aspiration 

► adjective ©he was intent on proving his point 
bent, set, determined, insistent, resolved, hell- 
bent, keen, committed to, obsessive about, fan- 
atical about, determined to, anxious to, impa- 
tient to ©an intent expression attentive, ab- 
sorbed, engrossed, fascinated, enthralled, rapt, 
focused, earnest, concentrating, intense, studi- 
ous, preoccupied, alert, watchful. 

■ to all intents and purposes in effect, ef- 
fectively, in essence, essentially, virtually, prac- 
tically, more or less, just about, all but, as good 
as, in all but name, as near as dammit, almost, 
nearly, nigh on; informal pretty much, pretty 
well 

intention ► noun ©it is his intention to be lead- 
er aim, purpose, intent, objective, object, goal, 
target; design, plan, scheme, resolve, reso- 
lution. determination; wish, desire, ambition, 
idea, dream, aspiration ©he managed, without 
intention, to upset me: intent, intentionahty, de- 
liberateness, design, calculation; premedita- 
tion, forethought, pre-planning, Law malice 
aforethought 

intentional ► adjective deliberate, calculated, 
conscious, mtended. planned, meant, studied, 
knowing, wilful, wanton, purposeful, purpos- 
ive, done on purpose, premeditated, pre- 
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planned, preconceived: Law aforethought. Law, 
dated prepense 

intently ► adverb attentively, closely, keenly. 

earnestly, hard, carefully, fixedly, steadily 
inter ► verb bury, lay to rest, entomb, mum, in - 
formal put six feet under, plant: poetic/ literary sep- 
ulchre, inhume 
-opposites exhume 

intercede ► verb mediate, intermediate, arbi- 
trate, conciliate, negotiate, moderate, inter- 
vene, interpose, step in, act: plead, petition, 
intercept ► verb stop, head off, cut off, catch, 
seize, grab, snatch, obstruct, impede, interrupt, 
block, check, detain, ambush, challenge, way- 
lay. 

intercession ► noun mediation, intermedi- 
ation, arbitration, conciliation, negotiation, 
intervention, involvement, pleading, petition, 
entreaty, agency, diplomacy 
interchange ►verb Qthey interchange ideas 
exchange, trade, swap, barter, bandy, recipro- 
cate, archaic truck, ©t he terms are often inter - 
changed substitute, transpose, exchange, 
switch, swap (round), change (round), reverse, 
invert, replace 

► noun Qthe interchange of ideas exchange, trade, 
swap, barter, give and take, traffic, reciproca- 
tion, reciprocity: archaic truck ©a motorway 
interchange • junction, intersection, crossing: N 
Amer cloverleaf 

Interchangeable ►adjective ©the gun has 

interchangeable barrels exchangeable, transpos- 
able, replaceable © two more or less interchange- 
able roads similar, identical, indistinguishable, 
alike, the same, uniform, twin, undifferenti- 
ated, corresponding, commensurate, equiva- 
lent, comparable, equal, informal much of a 
muchness 

Intercourse ►noun O social intercourse deal 
ings, relations, relationships, association, con- 
nections, contact, interchange, communication, 
communion, correspondence, negotiations, 
bargaining, transactions, trade, traffic: informal 
truck, doings ©she did not consent to intercourse 
sexual intercourse, sex, lovemaking, sexual 
relations, intimacy, coupling, mating, copula- 
tion, informal nooky, Bnt informal bonking, rumpy 
pumpy, how’s your father, technical coitus, co- 
ition: formal fornication: dated carnal knowledge 
interdict ► noun they breached an interdict' pro 
hibition, ban, bar, veto, proscription, interdic- 
tion, embargo, moratonum, injunction 
-opposites permission 

► verb © they interdicted foreign commerce prohibit, 
forbid, ban. bar, veto, proscribe, embargo, dis- 
allow, debar, outlaw, stop, suppress; Law en- 
join, estop. Q efforts to interdict asylum seekers 
intercept, stop, head off, cut off, obstruct, im- 
pede, block, detain. 

-opposites permit. 

Interest ►noun ©we listened with interest: at 
tentiveness. attention, absorption; heed, re- 
gard, notice; curiosity, inquisitiveness; enjoy- 
ment, delight. 0 places of interest, attraction, 
appeal, fascination, charm, beauty, allure, 
©this will be of interest to those involved: concern, 
consequence, importance, import, significance, 
note, relevance, value, weight; formal moment, 
©her interests include reading, hobby, pastime, 
leisure pursuit, recreation, diversion, amuse- 


ment. relaxation, passion, enthusiasm, informal 
thing, bag, cup of tea 0 a financial interest in the 
firm • stake, share, claim, investment, stock, 
equity; involvement, concern, ©what is your 
interest in the case ? involvement, partiality, parti- 
sanship, preference, loyalty; bias, prejudice, 
©his attorney guarded his interests, concern, 
business, affair ©her savings earned interest 
dividends, profits, returns; a percentage. 
-opposites boredom. 

► vtib ©a topic that interests you. appeal to, be of 
interest to, attract, intngue, fascinate, absorb, 
engross, rivet, gnp, captivate, amuse, divert, 
entertain, arouse one’s curiosity, whet one’s 
appetite; informal float someone’s boat, tickle 
someone’s fancy ©can f interest you in a drink ? 
persuade to have; sell 
-opposites bore. 

■ In someone's Interests of benefit to, to 

the advantage of; for the sake of, for the bene- 
fit of 

Interested ►adjective ©an interested crowd 
attentive, intent, absorbed, engrossed, fascin- 
ated, riveted, gripped, captivated, rapt, agog; 
intrigued, inquisitive, curious, keen, eager; infor- 
mal all ears, nosy, snoopy ©the government con- 
sulted with interested bodies concerned, involved, 
affected, connected, related ©no interested 
party can judge the contest partisan, partial, 
biased, prejudiced, onesided, preferential. 

interesting ► adjective absorbing, engrossing, 
fascinating, riveting, gripping, compelling, 
compulsive, captivating, engaging, enthralling, 
appealing, attractive, amusing, entertaining, 
stimulating, thought-provoking, diverting, in- 
triguing; informal unputdownable. 

interfere ►verb Q don’t let emotion interfere 
with duty impede, obstruct, stand in the way of, 
hinder, inhibit, restrict, constrain, hamper, 
handicap, cramp, check, block; disturb, dis- 
rupt, influence, affect, confuse ©she tried not 
to interfere in his life butt into, barge into, pry 
into, nose into, intrude into, intervene in, get 
involved in, encroach on, impinge on, meddle 
m. tamper with, informal poke one’s nose into, 
horn in on, muscle in on, stick one’s oar in. 
0{Brit euphemistic) he interfered with local children 
(sexually) abuse, sexually assault, indecently 
assault, molest, grope, Informal feel up. touch up 

interference ►noun Qthey resent state inter- 
ference intrusion, intervention, intercession, in- 
volvement, trespass, obtrusion, meddling, piy- 
ing. © radio interference disruption, disturb- 
ance, static ^ 

interfering ► adjective meddlesome, meddling, 
intrusive, prying, inquisitive, over-cunous, 
busybody, informal nosy, nosy-parker, snoopy. 

interim ►noun m the interim they did more re- 
search. meantime, meanwhile, intervening time 
► adjective an interim advisory body: provisional, 
temporary, pro tern, stopgap, short-term, fill-in. 
caretaker, acting, intervening, transitional, 
makeshift, improvised, impromptu. 

-opposites permanent 

interior ► adjective © die house has interior panel- 
ling inside, inner, internal, intramural, ©the 
interior deserts of the US: inland, inshore, up- 
country, inner, innermost, central, ©the 
country’s interior affairs' internal, home, domes- 
tic. national, state, civil, local, ©on interior 
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monologue inner, mental, spiritual, psychologic- 
al, pnvate, personal, intimate, secret 
-opposites extenor, outer, foreign. 

► noun Qthe interior of the yacht inside, inner 
part, depths, recesses, bowels, belly, centre, 
core, heart ©the country's interior centre, 
heartland, hinterland 
-opposites extenor, outside 
intellect ►verb Qshe interjected a comment 
interpose, introduce, throw in. interpolate, 
add ©he interjected before there was a fight" 
interrupt, intervene, cut in, break in, butt m, 
chime in; put one’s oar m, Bnt informal chip in, 
N Amer informal put m one’s two cents 
interjection ►noun ©an astonished intersec- 
tion exclamation, cry, shout, vociferation, ut- 
terance, dated ejaculation © the interjection of a 
question interposition, interpolation, insertion, 
addition, introduction 

Interlock ►verb interconnect, interlink, en- 
gage, mesh, intermesh, join, unite, connect, 
couple 

interloper ► noun intruder, encroacher, tres- 
passer. invader, infiltrator, uninvited guest, 
outsider, stranger, alien, informal gatecrasher 
interlude ►noun interval, intermission, 
break, recess, pause, respite, rest, breathing 
space, halt, gap, stop, stoppage, hiatus, lull, m- 
formal breather, let-up. time out. down time 
intermediary ►noun mediator, go-between, 
negotiator, intervenor, interceder. intercessor, 
arbitrator, arbiter, conciliator, peacemaker, 
middleman, broker, linkman 
intermediate ► adjective halfway, in- 
between, middle, mid, midway, median, med- 
ial. intermediary, intervening, transitional 
interment ► noun burial, burying, committal, 
entombment, inhumation, funeral; archaic sep- 
ulture 

interminable ► adjective (seemingly) endless, 
never-ending, unendmg, non-stop, everlasting, 
ceaseless, unceasing, incessant, constant, con- 
tinual, uninterrupted, sustained, monotonous, 
long-winded, overlong, rambling 
intermingle ►verb MIX, intermix, mingle, 
blend, fuse, merge, combine, amalgamate, 
unite, affiliate, associate, fraternize, poetic /literary 
commingle. 

Intermission ► noun interval, interlude, 
entr’acte, break, recess, pause, rest, respite, 
breathmg space, lull, gap, stop, stoppage, halt, 
cessation, suspension, informal let-up, breather, 
time out, down time 

intermittent ►adjective sporadic, irregular, 
fitful, spasmodic, broken, fragmentary, discon- 
tinuous. isolated, random, patchy, scattered, 
occasional, penodic 
-opposites continuous 

intern ► verb they were interned without trial" im- 
prison, incarcerate, impound, jail, put behind 
bars, detain, hold (captive), lock up, confine; in- 
formal put away, put inside, send down, Brit infor- 
mal bang up, 

► noun an intern at a local firm, trainee, appren- 
tice, probationer, student, novice, beginner, 
internal ►adjective Qan internal courtyard. 
inner, intenor, inside, intramural, central, 
©the state’s internal affairs, domestic, home, in- 
tenor, civil, local; national, state, ©on internal 


battle with herself mental, psychological, emo- 
tional, personal, pnvate, secret, hidden 
-opposites external, foreign. 

International ►adjective global, worldwide, 
intercontinental, universal, cosmopolitan, 
multiracial, multinational 
-opposites national, local 
Interplay ► noun interaction, interchange, 
teamwork, cooperation, reciprocation, reci- 
procity, give and take 

interpolate ►verb insert, interpose, enter, 
add, incorporate, mset, put, introduce 
interpose ►verb ©he interposed himself between 
the girls * insinuate, place, put ©I must interpose 
a note of caution introduce, insert, interject, 
add ©they interposed to suppress the custom 
intervene, intercede, step in, involve oneself, 
interfere, intrude, butt in, cut in, informal barge 
in, horn m, muscle in 

interpret ►verb Qthe rabbis interpreted the Jew - 
tsh laws explain, elucidate, expound, explicate, 
clarify, illuminate, shed light on Qthe remark 
was interpreted as an invitation understand, con- 
strue. take (to mean), see, regard © the symbols 
are difficult to interpret decipher, decode, make 
intelligible, understand, comprehend, make 
sense of. informal crack 

interpretation ►noun ©the interpretation of 
the Bible’s teachings explanation, elucidation, ex- 
pounding, exposition, explication, exegesis, 
clarification, ©she did not care what interpret- 
ation he put on her haste meaning, understand- 
ing, construal, connotation, explanation, infer- 
ence © the interpretation of experimental findings 
analysis, evaluation, review, study, examin- 
ation ©his interpretation of the sonata rendi 
tion, rendering, execution, presentation, per- 
formance. reading, playing, singing 
interpreter ►noun ©a Japanese interpreter 
translator, dragoman ©a vocal interpreter of 
his music performer, presenter, exponent, sing- 
er. player © interpreters of Soviet history ana 
lyst, evaluator, reviewer, commentator 
interrogate ►verb question, cross-question, 
cross-examine, quiz; interview, examme, de- 
brief, give someone the third degree, informal 
pump, gnll 

interrogative ► adjective questioning, inquir- 
ing, inquisitive, probing, searching, quizzing, 
quizzical, curious 

interrupt ► verb Qshe opened her mouth to inter- 
rupt cut in (on), break m (on), barge m (on), 
intervene (in), put one's oar in, Brit put one’s 
pennyworth in; N Amer put one’s two cents in; 
informal butt in (on), chime m (on), Bnt informal 
chip in (on), ©the band had to interrupt their 
tour, suspend, adjourn, discontinue, break off, 
stop, halt, cease, end, bring to an end/close; in- 
formal put on ice, put on a back burner. Qthe 
coastal plain is interrupted by large lagoons : break 
(up), punctuate; pepper, strew, dot, scatter. 
© their view was interrupted by houses: obstruct, 
impede, block, restrict. 

interruption ►noun Qhe was not pleased at 
her interruption • cutting in. barging in, interven- 
tion. intrusion; informal butting in. ©an interrup- 
tion of the power supply: discontinuation, break- 
ing off. suspension, stopping, halting, cessa- 
tion. ©an interruption in her career, interval, 
interlude, break, pause, gap 
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intersect ► verb Q the lines intersect at right an- 
gles cross, criss-cross; technical decussate 0 the 
cornfield is intersected by a track * bisect, divide, 
cut in two/half, cut across/through, cross, tra- 
verse 

Intersection ► noun Q the intersection of the 
two curves- crossing, cnss-crossing ©the driver 
stopped at an intersection * (road) junction, T- 
junction, interchange, crossroads, Bnt round- 
about 

Intersperse ► verb Q giant lobelia were inter- 
spersed among the rocks scatter, disperse, 
spread, strew, dot, spnnkle, pepper; poetic /literary 
bestrew 0the beech trees are interspersed with 
conifers intermix, mix, mingle, punctuate 
interstice ► noun space, gap, aperture, open- 
ing. hole, crevice, chink, slit, slot, crack 
intertwine ► verb entwine, interweave, inter- 
lace, interwmd, twist, coil 
interval ► noun Qa 15-minute interval intermis- 
sion, interlude, entr’acte, break, recess, half- 
time © Baldwin made two speeches in the interval 
interim, interlude, intervening time/penod, 
meantime, meanwhile ©short intervals of still 
water' stretch, distance, span, area 
intervene ►verb ©had the war not intervened , 
they might have married occur, happen, take 
place, anse, crop up, come about, result, 
ensue, follow, poetic/ literary come to pass, befall, 
betide Qshe intervened in the row intercede, in- 
volve oneself, get involved, interpose oneself, 
step in, interfere, intrude 
intervention ►noun involvement, interces- 
sion, interceding, interposing, interference, in- 
trusion 

Interview ► noun all applicants will be called for 
an interview meeting, discussion, conference, 
examination, interrogation, audience, talk, dia- 
logue, exchange, talks 

► verb we interviewed seventy subjects for the survey 
talk to. have a discussion/dialogue with, ques- 
tion, interrogate, cross-examine, poll, canvass, 
survey, sound out, informal gnll, pump; Law 
examine. 

interviewer ► noun questioner, interrogator, 
examiner, assessor, appraiser, journalist, re- 
porter 

Interweave ►verb ©the threads are inter- 
woven. intertwine, entwine, interlace, splice, 
braid, plait, twist together, weave together, 
wind together; Nautical marry. 0 their fates were 
interwoven : interlink, link, connect; intermix, 
mix, merge, blend, interlock, knit/bind to- 
gether 

intestinal ►adjective enteric, gastro-entenc, 
duodenal, coeliac, gastnc, ventral, stomach, ab- 
dominal. 

intestines ►plural noun gut, guts, entrails, 
viscera; small intestine, large intestine; informal 
insides, innards. 

-RELATED TERMS enteric. 

Intimacy ► noun Q the sisters re-established their 
old intimacy: closeness, togetherness, affinity, 
rapport, attachment, familiarity, friendliness, 
amity, affection, warmth; informal chumminess, 
palliness; Brit informal mateyness. ©the memory of 
their intimacy, sexual relations, (sexual) inter- 
course, sex, lovemaking, copulation; technical co- 
itus. 


Intimate 1 ►adjactfve ©an intimate friend 
close, bosom, boon, dear, cherished, faithful, 
fast, firm; informal chummy, pally ©an intimate 
atmosphere ■ friendly, warm, welcoming, hospit- 
able. relaxed, informal; cosy, comfortable, 
snug; informal comfy © intimate thoughts: person- 
al, private, confidential, secret; innermost, 
inner, inward, unspoken, undisclosed, ©an in- 
timate knowledge of the industry detailed, thor- 
ough, exhaustive, deep, in-depth, profound 
©intimate relations sexual, carnal, amorous, 
amatory 

-opposites distant, formal. 

► noun his circle of intimates close friend, best 
friend, bosom friend, confidant, confidante, in- 
formal chum, pal, crony, Bnt informal mate; N 
Amer informal buddy 

intimate 2 ► verb © he intimated his decision an- 
nounce, state, proclaim, make known, make 
public, disclose, reveal, divulge. Qher feelings 
were subtly intimated * imply, suggest, hint at, in- 
sinuate, indicate, signal, allude to, refer to, 
convey 

intimation ► noun © the early intimation of ses- 
sion dates announcement, statement, communi- 
cation, notification, notice, reporting, publish- 
ing, disclosure, revelation, divulging 0 the first 
intimation of discord suggestion, hint, indica- 
tion, sign, signal, inkling, suspicion, impres- 
sion, clue to, undertone of, whisper of 
intimidate ►verb frighten, menace, temfy. 
scare, terrorize, cow, subdue, threaten, brow- 
beat, bully, pressure, pressurize, harass, harry, 
hound, informal lean on, bulldoze, steamroller, 
railroad, use strong-arm tactics on 

intolerable ►adjective unbearable, insuffer- 
able, unsupportable, insupportable, unendur- 
able, beyond endurance, more than flesh and 
blood can stand, too much to bear 
-opposites bearable 

intolerant ►adjective © intolerant tn religious 
matters bigoted, narrow-minded, small-minded, 
parochial, provincial, illiberal, uncompromis- 
ing, prejudiced, biased, partial, partisan, dis- 
cnminatoiy 0 foods to which you are intolerant 
allergic, sensitive, hypersensitive 

intonation ►noun ©she read the sentence with 
the wrong intonation, inflection, pitch, tone, 
timbre, cadence, cadency, hit, modulation, 
speech pattern 0 the intonation of hymns ■ chant- 
ing, incantation, recitation, singing, rare cantil- 
lation 

intone ► verb chant, sing, recite, rare cantillate 

Intoxicate ► vtrb © one glass of wine intoxicated 
him. inebriate, make drunk, make intoxicated, 
befuddle, go to someone’s head; informal make 
legless, make woozy, ©he was intoxicated by cin- 
ema exhilarate, thrill, elate, delight, captivate, 
enthral, entrance, enrapture, excite, stir, rouse, 
inspire, fire with enthusiasm, informal give 
someone a buzz, give someone a kick, N Amer 
informal give someone a charge 
intoxicated ► adjective DRUNK, inebriated, in- 
ebriate, drunken, tipsy, under the influence; in- 
formal tight, merry, the worse for wear, pie- 
eyed, in one’s cups, three sheets to the wind, 
plastered, smashed, sloshed, sozzled, well 
oiled, wrecked, blotto, stewed, pickled, tanked 
up. soaked, off one's face, out of one's head/ 
skull; Bnt. informal paralytic, legless, Brahms and 
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Liszt, half cut, bladdered, trolleyed, tiddly, N 
Amer informal loaded, trashed, out of one’s 
gourd, euphemistic tired and emotional, formal 
bibulous, poetic / literary crapulent 
-opposites sober 

Intoxicating ► adjective O intoxicating drink 
alcoholic, strong, hard, potent, stiff, intoxi- 
cant, formal spmtous ©an intoxicating sense of 
freedom heady, exhilarating, thrilling, exciting, 
rousing, stimng, stimulating, invigorating, 
electrifying; strong, powerful, potent, informal 
mind-blowmg 
-opposites non-alcoholic 

intoxication ► noun drunkenness, inebri- 
ation. insobriety, tipsiness, informal tightness, 
poetic / literary crapulence 

intractable ► adjective Q intractable problems 
unmanageable, uncontrollable, difficult, awk- 
ward, troublesome, demanding, burdensome 
©an intractable man stubborn, obstinate, ob- 
durate, inflexible, unadaptable, unbending, un- 
yielding, uncompromising, unaccommodating, 
uncooperative, difficult, awkward, perverse, 
contrary, pig-headed, N Amer rock-nbbed. infor- 
mal stiff-necked 

-opposites manageable, compliant 

intransigent ► adjective uncompromising, in- 
flexible. unbending, unyielding, unshakeable, 
unwavering, resolute, rigid, unaccommodating, 
uncooperative, stubborn, obstinate, obdurate, 
pig-headed, single-minded, iron-willed, informal 
stiff-necked 
-opposites compliant 

Intrench ► verb. See entrench 
Intrenched ► adjective See entrenched 

Intrepid ►adjective fearless, unafraid, un- 
daunted, unflinching, unshrinking, bold, dar- 
ing, audacious, adventurous, heroic, dynamic, 
spirited, indomitable, brave, courageous, vali- 
ant, valorous, stout-hearted, stalwart, plucky, 
doughty, informal gutsy, spunky 
-opposites fearful 

Intricate ► adjective complex, complicated, 
convoluted, tangled, entangled, twisted, elabor- 
ate, ornate, detailed, involuted. Bnt informal fid- 
dly 

Intrigue ►verb ©her answer mtngued him 
interest, be of interest to, fascinate, arouse 
someone’s curiosity, attract © the ministers were 
intriguing plot, conspire, make secret plans, 
scheme, manoeuvre, connive, collude, machin- 
ate 

► noun ©the intrigue that accompanied the selection 
of a new leader plotting, conspiracy, collusion, 
conniving, scheming, machination, trickery, 
sharp practice, double-dealing, underhanded- 
ness, subterfuge; informal dirty tricks © the king’s 
intrigues with his nobles’ wives (love) affair, af- 
fair of the heart, liaison, amour, fling, flirta- 
tion, dalliance; adultery, infidelity, unfaithful- 
ness, informal fooling around, playing around, 
hanky-panky, Bnt informal carryings-on 

Intriguer ►noun conspirator, co-conspirator, 
plotter, schemer, colluder, conniver, machin- 
ator, Machiavelli. 

intriguing ►adjective interesting, fascinating, 
absorbing, compelling, gripping, riveting, cap- 
tivating, engaging, enthralling. 


intrinsic ►adjective inherent, innate, inborn, 
inbred, congenital, connate, connatural, nat- 
ural; deep-rooted, indelible, ineradicable; inte- 
gral, basic, fundamental, essential, 
introduce ►verb ©he has introduced a new sys- 
tem institute, initiate, launch, inaugurate, es- 
tablish, found, bnng m, set in motion, start, 
begin, commence, get going, get under way, 
originate, pioneer, informal kick off ©you can 
introduce new ideas propose, put forward, sug- 
gest, table, raise, broach, bnng up. mention, 
air, float ©she introduced Lindsey to the young 
man present (formally), make known, ac- 
quaint with © introducing nitrogen into canned 
beer insert, inject, put, force, shoot, feed 
©she introduced a note of seventy into her voice ■ in 
stil, infuse, inject, add ©the same presenter 
introduces the programme each week ■ announce. 
present, give an introduction to; start off, 
begin, open 

introduction ►noun Qthe introduction of 
democratic reforms institution, establishment, 
initiation, launch, inauguration, foundation, 
start, commencement, inception, origination, 
pioneering, ©an introduction to the king (for 
mal) presentation, meeting, audience ©an 
introduction to the catalogue, foreword, preface, 
preamble, prologue, prelude, opening (state- 
ment). beginning, informal intro, formal proem, 
prolegomenon ©an introduction to the history of 
the penod basic explanation/account of. the 
basics, the rudiments, the fundamentals ©a 
gentle introduction to the life of the school initi 
ation, induction, inauguration 
-opposites afterword 

introductory ►adjective Othe introductory 
chapter opening, initial, starting, initiatory, 
first, prefatory, preliminary ©un introductory 
course elementary, basic, rudimentary, initi- 
atory, preparatory 
-opposites final, advanced 
introspection ► noun self-analysis, soul- 
searching, introversion, contemplation, medita- 
tion, thoughtfulness, pensiveness, reflection, in- 
formal navel-gazing, formal cogitation 

introspective ► adjective inward-looking, 
self-analysing, introverted, introvert, contem- 
plative, thoughtful, pensive, meditative, reflect- 
ive, informal navel-gazing 

introverted ►adjective SHY. reserved, with- 
drawn, reticent, diffident, retiring, quiet, intro- 
spective, introvert, inward-looking, indrawn, 
self-absorbed, contemplative, thoughtful, pen- 
sive, meditative, reflective 
-opposites extroverted 

intrude ►verb Q intruding on people's privacy. 
encroach, impinge, trespass, infringe, obtrude, 
invade, violate, disturb, disrupt, informal horn in, 
muscle in. ©he intruded his own personality into 
his work force, push, obtrude, impose, thrust, 
intruder ►noun trespasser, interloper, in- 
vader, infiltrator, burglar, housebreaker, thief 
Intrusion ►noun encroachment, obtrusion; 
invasion, incursion, intervention, disturbance, 
disruption, infringement, impingement. 
Intrusive ►adjective ©an intrusive journalist: in 
truding, invasive, obtrusive, unwelcome; in- 
quisitive, piying; informal nosy, ©opinion polls 
play an intrusive role in elections: invasive, high- 
profile. prominent; informal in one's face, ©in* 
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trusive questions personal, prying, forward, im- 
pertinent; informal nosy 

Intuition ► noun Qhe works according to intu- 
ition. instinct, intuitiveness, sixth sense, clair- 
voyance, second sight ©this confirms an intu- 
ition I had. hunch, feeling (m one’s bones), ink- 
ling. (sneaking) suspicion, premonition, presen- 
timent, informal gut feeling 
intuitive ► adjective instinctive, intuitional, in- 
stinctual, innate, inborn, inherent, natural, 
congenital; unconscious, subconscious, invol- 
untary; informal gut 

intumescence ► noun (ram) swelling, bul- 
ging, bloating, distension, dilatation, turgidity 
inundate ► verb Omany buildings were inun- 
dated flood, deluge, overrun, swamp, sub- 
merge. engulf Qwe have been inundated by com - 
plaints overwhelm, overrun, overload, bog 
down, swamp, besiege, snow under 
inundation ► noun flood, deluge, torrent, 
flash flood, freshet, Bnt spate 
inure ►verb harden, toughen, season, temper, 
condition, accustom, habituate, familiarize, ac- 
climatize, adjust, adapt 
-opposites sensitize 

invade ► verb o the island was invaded occupy, 
conquer, capture, seize, take (over), annex, 
win, gam, secure, march into, overrun, over- 
whelm, storm. © someone had invaded our priv- 
acy intrude on. violate, encroach on, infringe 
on. trespass on, obtrude on, disturb, disrupt, in- 
formal horn in on. muscle m on e the feeling of 
betrayal invaded my being permeate, pervade, 
spread through/over, diffuse through, imbue 
-opposites withdraw 

invader ►noun attacker, raider, marauder, 
occupier, conqueror, intruder 
Invalid 1 ► noun my mother is an invalid ill per 
son. sick person, valetudinarian, patient, con- 
valescent 

► adjective her invalid husband ill, sick, ailing, un- 
well. infirm, valetudinarian, in poor health, in- 
capacitated. bedridden, frail, feeble, weak, de- 
bilitated, sickly, poorly 

-opposites healthy. 

► verb an officer invalided by a chest wound disable, 
incapacitate, indispose, hospitalize, put out ac- 
tion. lay up. injure, wound, hurt 

invalid 2 ►adjective ©the law was invalid (legal 
ly) void, null and void, unenforceable, not 
binding, illegitimate, inapplicable ©the whole 
theory is invalid false, untrue, inaccurate, 
faulty, fallacious, spurious, unconvincing, un- 
sound, weak, wrong, wide of the mark, off tar- 
get, untenable, baseless, ill-founded, ground- 
less; informal off beam, full of holes 
-opposites binding, true 
Invalidate ► verb ©a low turnout invalidated 
the ballot render invalid, void, nullify, annul, 
negate, cancel, overturn, overrule, ©this case 
invalidates the general argument, disprove, refute, 
explode, contradict, rebut, negate, belie, dis- 
credit, debunk; weaken, undermine, comprom- 
ise; informal shoot full of holes; formal confute 
invaluable ►adjective indispensable, crucial, 
critical, key. vital, irreplaceable, all-important. 
-opposites dispensable. 

invariable ►adjective unvarying, unchanging, 
unvaried; constant, stable, set, steady, predict- 


able, regular, consistent, unchangeable, un- 
alterable. immutable, fixed 
-opposites varied 

invariably ►adverb always, on every occa- 
sion, at all times, without fail, without excep- 
tion, everywhere, m all places, m all cases/ 
instances, regularly, consistently, repeatedly, 
habitually, unfailingly 
-opposites sometimes, never 
invasion ► noun © the invasion of the islands, oc 
cupation, conquering, capture, seizure, annex- 
ation, annexing, takeover, overrunning, over- 
whelming, storming ©an invasion of cars in 
flux, inundation, inrush, flood, torrent, deluge, 
avalanche e an invasion of my privacy viola 
tion, infringement, interruption, intrusion, en- 
croachment, obtrusion, disturbance, disrup- 
tion, breach 
-opposites withdrawal 

invective ►noun abuse, insults, vituperation, 
expletives, swear words, swearing, curses, bad/ 
foul language, obloquy, archaic contumely 
-opposites praise 

inveigh ►verb fulminate, declaim, protest, 
rail, rage, remonstrate, denounce, censure, 
condemn, decry, criticize, disparage, denigrate, 
run down, abuse, vilify, impugn, informal kick 
up a fiiss/stink about, bellyache about, sound 
off about 

-opposites support 

inveigle ►verb cajole, wheedle, coax, per- 
suade, talk, tempt, lure, entice, seduce, be- 
guile. informal sweet-talk, soft-soap, con. N Amer 
informal sucker, archaic blandish 
invent ►verb © Louis Braille invented an alphabet 
to help blind people originate, create, innovate, 
design, devise, contrive, develop, conceive, 
think up. dream up, come up with, pioneer 
© they invented the story for a laugh ■ make up. fab- 
ricate, concoct, hatch, dream up, informal cook 
UP 

invention ► noun ©the invention of the telescope 
origination, creation, innovation, devising, 
contriving, development, design ©medieval in- 
ventions innovation, creation, design, contrap- 
tion. contrivance, construction, device, gadget, 
informal brainchild See list at inventor ©his in- 
vention was flagging inventiveness, originality, 
creativity, creativeness, imagination, imagina- 
tiveness, inspiration ©a journalistic invention 
fabrication, concoction, (piece of) fiction, 
story, tale, lie, untruth, falsehood, fib, myth, 
fantasy, informal {all story, cock-and-bull story 
Inventive ►adjective ©the most inventive com- 
poser of hi s time creative, original, mnovation- 
al, innovative, imaginative, ingenious, re- 
sourceful ©a fresh, inventive comedy : original, 
innovative, unusual, fresh, novel, new, expen- 
mental, avant-garde, ground-breaking, unortho- 
dox, unconventional. 

-opposites unimaginative, hackneyed 

Inventor ►noun originator, creator, innov- 
ator; designer, deviser, developer, maker, pro- 
ducer; author, architect; pioneer, mastermind, 
father. See list. 

inventory ► noun a complete inventory of all their 
belongings' list, listing, catalogue, record, regis- 
ter, checklist, log. archive. 

► vorb I inventoried his collection • list, catalogue, re- 
cord, register, log. 


inverse | invest 


470 


Inventors and Their Inventions 


Abbe, Ernst 
Archimedes 
Arkwright, Richard 

Armstrong. Edwin 
Auer, Karl 
Babbage. Charles 
Baekeland. Leo 
Baird, John Logie 

Bed, Alexander Graham 
Berliner, Emile 
Bessemer, Henry 
Birdseye, Clarence 

Bird, Liszld 
Bodmer, Johann 
Braille, Louis 

Bramah, Joseph 
Braun, Karl 

Bunsen. Robert 
Cartwright, Edmund 
Cayley, George 
Cockerell. Christopher 
Colt, Samuel 
Cooke, William 
Fothergltl 
Creed. Frederick 
Crompton, Samuel 
Daguerre, Louis- 
Jacques-Mandd 
Davy, Humphry 
Deere, John 
De Forest Lee 
Dewar. James 
Diesel, Rudolf 
Dunlop. John 
Dyson. James 
Eastman, George 

Edison, Thomas 

Elion, Gertrude B. 
Fahrenheit Gabriel 
Fessenden, Reginald 
Foucault Jean 
Friese-Greene, WHflam 
Fulton, Robert 
Gabor, Dennis 
Gatling, Richard 
Goldmark, Peter 
Goodyear, Charles 
Guericke, Otto von 
Gutenberg, Johannes 

Hargreaves. James 


apochromatk lens 
Archimedean screw 
water-powered spinning 
machine 
FM radio 

Incandescent gas mantle 
calculating machine 
Bakelite 

mechanical television 
system 
telephone 

flat phonograph disc 
Bessemer proms 
process for freezing food 
Hi small packages 
the 'biro* 
machine tools 
Braille raised-dot writing 
system 

hydraulic press 
coupled system of radio 
transmission 
Bunsen burner 
power loom 
caterpillar tractor 
hovercraft 
Colt revolver 
electric telegraph alarm 

Creed teleprinter 
spinning mule 
first practical 
photographic process 
Davy lamp 

first cast-steel plough 
triode valve 
vacuum flask 
diesel engine 
pneumatic tyre 
bagless vacuum cleaner 
photographic roll film 
and Kodak box camera 
phonograph and carbon 
filament lamp 
DNA-btoddng drugs 
mercury thermometer 
heterodyne receiver 
gyroscope 

motion-picture camera 
paddle-wheel steamboat 
holography 
Gatling gun 
long-playing record 
vulcanized rubber 
air pump 

printing with movable 
type 

spinning Jenny 


Helmhohz. Hermann 
von 

Hero of Alexandria 

Hoe, Richard 

Hollerith, Herman 

Hooke, Robert 

Hotchkiss, Benjamin 
Berkeley 
Howe. Elias 
Ives, Frederick 
Jacquard, Joseph-Marie 
La&inec, Ren4 
Land, Edwin 
Lumfere, Auguste 
Lumfere, Louis 
McAdam, John 

McCormick. Cyrus 
MacMillan. Kirkpatrick 
Maxim, Hiram 
Montgolfier, Jacques- 
Ftlenne 

Montgolfier, Joseph- 
Michel 

Moree, Samuel Finley 

Newcomen, Thomas 
Nobel, Alfred Bernhard 
Niepce, Joseph- 
Niclphore 
Otis, Elisha 

Parsons, Charles 
Piccard, Auguste 
Senefelder, Aloys 
Shockley, William 
Shotes, Christopher 
Shrapnel, Henry 
Siemens, WlHlam 
Singer. Isaac 

Stephenson, George 
Su Sung 

Tesla, Nikola 
Townes. Charles 
Tull. Jethro 
Volta, Alessandro. 

Count 
Watty James 
Wheatstone. Charles 

Whitney. EB 
Whittle, Frank 


ophthalmoscope 

‘aeoUpyte’ (earliest 
known steam engine) 
first successful rotary 
printing press 
tabulating machine 
using punched cards 
balance spring for 
watches 
Hotchkiss gun 

sewing machine 
halftone photography 
Jacquard loom 
stethoscope 
Polaroid camera 
'Cinematograph* 
'Cinematograph' 
macadamizatlon of 
roads 

reaping machine 
pedal cycle 
Maxim machine gun 
hot-air balloon 

hot-air balloon 

telegraph and morse 
code 

steam piston engine 
dynamite and gelignite 
permanent photographic 
images 

first elevator with a 
safety device 
steam turbine 
bathyscape 
lithography 
transistor 
typewriter 
shrapnel shell 
open-hearth steel furnace 
first successful sewing 
machine 

steam locomotive 
an astronomical water 
dock 

transformer 
maser 
seed drift 

first electric battery 

improved steam engine 
electric telegraph and 
rheostat 

mechanical cotton-gin 
Jet aircraft engine 


Inverse ► adjective inverse snobbery reverse, re- 
versed, inverted, opposite, converse, contraiy, 
counter, antithetical 

► noun alkalinity is the inverse of acidity : opposite, 
converse, obverse, antithesis; informal flip side. 

Inversion ► noun reversal, transposition, 
turning upside down; reverse, contraiy, antith- 
esis. converse 

Invert ► vtrb turn upside down, upturn, upend, 
turn around/about, turn inside out, turn back 


to front, reverse, flip (over). 

Invest ► verb Qhe invested in a cotton mid: put/ 
plough money into, provide capital for, fund, 
back, finance, underwrite; buy into, buy shares 
in. ©they invested £18 million: spend, expend, 
put in, plough in; venture, speculate, risk; infor- 
mal lay out. © their words were invested with sar- 
casm’ imbue, infuse, charge, steep, suffuse, per- 
vade, endow, ©the powers invested in the bishop: 
vest in, confer on, bestow on, grant to. entrust 
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to. put in someone's hands. 0 bishops whom the 
king had invested: admit to office, instate, in- 
stall, induct, swear in; ordain, crown. 0 (archaic) 
invested in the full canonicals of hts calling clothe, 
attire, dress, garb, robe, deck out, accoutre, ar- 
chaic apparel Q (archaic) he invested the fort of 
Arcot besiege, lay siege to. beleaguer, sur- 
round. 

investigate ► verb enquire into, look into, go 
into, probe, explore, scrutinize, conduct an in- 
vestigation into, make inquiries about, inspect, 
analyse, study, examine, consider, research, in- 
formal check out, suss out; N Amer informal scope 
out 

investigation ► noun examination, inquiry, 
study, inspection, exploration, consideration, 
analysis, appraisal, research scrutiny, scrutm- 
ization, perusal, probe, review, survey 

investigator ► noun inspector, examiner, in- 
quirer, explorer, analyser, researcher, fact- 
finder, scrutineer, scrutinize! , prober, searcher, 
detective 

investiture ► noun inauguration, appoint- 
ment, installation, mstatement, initiation, 
swearing in, ordination, consecration, crown- 
ing. enthronement 

investment ►noun Qyou can lose money by 
bad investment investing, speculation, funding, 
backing, financing, underwriting, buying 
shares Git's a good investment venture, specu- 
lation, risk, gamble, asset, acquisition, holding, 
possession Qan investment of £305,000 stake, 
share, money/ capital invested Qa substantial 
investment of time sacrifice, surrender, loss, for- 
feiture 

inveterate ►adjective Qan inveterate gambler 
confirmed, hardened, incorrigible, addicted, 
compulsive, obsessive, informal pathological 
0an inveterate Democrat staunch, steadfast, 
committed, devoted, dedicated, dyed-in-the- 
wool, out-and-out. diehard Qmanicmd’s inveter- 
ate stupidity ingraineo, deep-seated, deep- 
rooted, entrenched, ineradicable, incurable 
invidious ►adjective Qthat put her in an invidi- 
ous position unpleasant, awkward, difficult, un- 
desirable, unenviable Qan invidious comparison 
unfair, unjust, iniquitous, unwarranted, dele- 
terious, detrimental 
-opposites pleasant, fair 

invigorate ► verb revitalize, energize, re- 
fresh, revive, vivify, brace, rejuvenate, enliven, 
liven up, perk up, wake up, animate, galvanize, 
fortify, stimulate, rouse, exhilarate, informal 
buck up, pep up 
-opposites tire 

invincible ► adjective invulnerable, indes- 
tructible, unconquerable, unbeatable, indomit- 
able, unassailable, impregnable, inviolable 
-opposites vulnerable 

Inviolable ► adjective inalienable, absolute, 
unalterable, unchallengeable; sacrosanct, holy, 
sacred. 

inviolate ►adjective untouched, undamaged, 
unhurt, unharmed, unscathed, unspoiled, 
unflawed, unsullied, unstained, undefiled, 
unprofaned, perfect, pristine, pure; intact, un- 
broken, whole, entire, complete 

Invisible ► adjective unable to be seen, not vis- 
ible; undetectable, indiscernible, inconspicu- 


ous, imperceptible, unseen, unnoticed, unob- 
served, hidden, obscured, out of sight 

invitation ►noun Qan tnvitation to dinner ■ re- 
quest to attend, call, summons, informal invite 
G an open door is an invitation to a thief encour 
agement, provocation, temptation, lure, mag- 
net. bait, enticement, attraction, allure, informal 
come-on 

invite ► verb Qthey invited us to Sunday lunch 
ask, summon, have someone over/round, re- 
quest (the pleasure of) someone's company at 
G applications are invited for the posts ask for. 
request, call for, appeal for, solicit, seek, sum- 
mon ©amng such views invites trouble cause, 
induce, provoke, create, generate, engender, 
foster, encourage, lead to, incite, elicit, bring 
on oneself, arouse 

► noun ( informal) an invite to a party See invitation 
sense 1 

inviting ► adjective tempting, enticing, alluring, 
beguiling, attractive, appealing, pleasant, 

agreeable, delightful, appetizing, mouth- 

watering, fascinating, enchanting, entrancing, 
captivating, intriguing, irresistible, seductive 
-opposites repellent 

invocation ►noun Qher invocation of new 
methodologies citation, mention, acknowledge- 
ment, reference to. allusion to Qthe invocation 
of rain by tribal people summoning, calling up. 
conjuring up Qan invocation to the Holy Ghost 
prayer, intercession, supplication, entreaty, pe- 
tition, appeal, archaic onson 

invoice ► noun an invoice for the goods bill, ac- 
count, statement (of charges), N Amer check, in- 
formal tab, archaic reckoning 

► verb well invoice you for the damage bill, charge, 
send an invoice/bill to 

invoke ►verb Qhe invoked his statutory rights 
cite, refer to, adduce, instance, resort to, have 
recourse to, turn to QI invoked the Madonna 
p ray to, call on, appeal to, supplicate, entreat, 
solicit, beg, implore, poetic I literary beseech ©in- 
voking the spirits summon, call (up), conjure (up) 
O middle-class moralities invoke peculiar anxieties 
bring forth, bring out, elicit, induce, cause, 
kindle. 

involuntary ►adjective Qan involuntary shud- 
der reflex, automatic, spontaneous, instinct- 
ive, unconscious, unintentional, uncontrollable 
G involuntary repatriation compulsory, obliga- 
tory, mandatory, forced, coerced, compelled, 
imposed, required, prescribed, unwilling, un- 
consenting, against one’s will 
-opposites deliberate, optional 
involve ►verb Qthe inspection involved a lot of 
work require, necessitate, demand, call for, en- 
tail, mean, imply, presuppose © I try to involve 
everyone in key decisions include, count in. bring 
in, take into account, take note of; cover, in- 
corporate, encompass, touch on, embrace, 
comprehend. Qmany drug addicts involve them- 
selves in crime implicate, incriminate, inculpate, 
associate, connect, concern; embroil, entangle, 
enmesh; informal mix up 
-opposites preclude, exclude 

Involved ►adjective Q social workers involved in 
the case: associated, connected, concerned. 
Qhe had been involved in burglaries * implicated, 
incriminated, inculpated, embroiled, entan- 
gled, caught up. mixed up. Qa long and involved 
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story complicated, intricate, complex, elabor- 
ate. convoluted, impenetrable, unfathomable 
Qthey were totally involved in their work, en- 
grossed, absorbed, immersed, caught up. pre- 
occupied, busy, engaged, intent 
-opposites unconnected, straightforward 

Involvement ► noun Q his involvement in a plot 
to overthrow the government, participation, ac- 
tion. hand, collaboration, collusion, complicity, 
implication, incrimination, inculpation, associ- 
ation, connection, attachment, entanglement 
©emotional involvement attachment, friendship, 
intimacy; relationship, relations, bond 

Invulnerable ► adjective impervious, insuscep- 
tible, immune, indestructible, impenetrable, 
impregnable, unassailable, inviolable, invin- 
cible, secure, proof against 

Inward ► adjective Qa small inward indentation 
towards the inside, going in, ingoing; concave 
Qan inward smile, internal, inner, interior, in- 
nermost. private, personal, hidden, secret, 
veiled, masked, concealed, unexpressed, archaic 
privy 

-opposites outward 

► adverb the door opened inward See inwards 

inwardly ► adverb inside, internally, within, 
deep down (inside), in one’s heart (of hearts), 
privately, secretly, confidentially 

inwards ► adverb inside, into the interior, in- 
ward, within 

lota ► noun (little) bit. mite, speck, scrap, 
shred, ounce, scintilla, atom, jot (or tittle), infor- 
mal smidgen, archaic scruple 

Irascible ► adjective irritable, quick-tempered, 
short-tempered, snappish, tetchy, testy, touchy, 
edgy, crabby, waspish, dyspeptic, crusty, 
grouchy, cantankerous, curmudgeonly, ill- 
natured, peevish, querulous, fractious, informal 
prickly, ratty, snappy 

Irate ►adjective angry, furious, infuriated, in- 
censed, enraged, mcandescent, fuming, seeth- 
ing. cross, mad; raging, ranting, raving, m a 
frenzy, beside oneself, outraged, up m arms, 
indignant, annoyed, irritated, irked, piqued, in- 
formal foaming at the mouth, hot under the col- 
lar, poetic I literary wrathful, archaic wroth. 

ire ► noun (poetic/ literary) anger, rage, fury, wrath, 
outrage, temper, crossness, spleen; annoyance, 
exasperation, irritation, displeasure, indigna- 
tion, poetic/ kferary choler 

Ireland ►noun Eire, the Republic of Ireland, 
the Irish Republic; Hibernia, the Emerald Isle; 
poetic/ literary Erin. See lists 


The Six Counties of Northern 
Ireland 

COMITY CHIEF TOWN . 

Antrim Belfast 

Armagh Armagh . ; 

Dot^m t mmmjs&kk 
Fermanagh * 

lonri Qfwtefty ichdon d fenv 
Tyrone ■ . Oitugb 


Provinces and Counties of the 
Republic of Ireland 


PROVINCE 


COUNTY 

COUNTY TOWN 

Carlow 

Carlow 

Dublin 

Dublin 

Kildare 

mm 

Kilkenny 

Kilkenny 

Laois 

Port Laois 

Longford 

Longford 

Louth 

Dundalk 

Meath 

Navan 

Offaly 

TuBamore 

Westmeath 

Mullingar 

Wexford 

Wexford 

Wicklow 

Wicklow 

Clare 

Ennis 

Cork 

Cork 

Kerry 

Tralee 

Limerick 

Limerick 

Tipperary 

Clonmel 

Waterford 

Dungarvan 

Galway 

Galway 

Leitrim 

Carrick-on- 


Shannon 

Mayo 

Castlebar 

Roscommon 

Roscommon 

Sligo 

SHgo 

Cavan 

Cavan 

Donegal 

Ufford 

Monaghan 

Monaghan 


Iridescent ► adjective shimmering, glittering, 
sparkling, dazzling, shining, gleaming, glow- 
ing, lustrous, scintillating, opalescent; poetic/ 
literary glisten ng, coruscating, effulgent 

Irk ► verb irritate, annoy, gall, pique, nettle, ex- 
asperate, try someone’s patience, anger, mfun- 
ate, madden, incense, get on someone’s nerves, 
antagonize, provoke, ruffle someone’s feathers, 
. make someone’s hackles nse, Bnt rub up the 
wrong way. informal get someone’s goat, get/put 
someone’s back up, make someone’s blood 
boil, peeve, miff, rile, aggravate, needle, get 
(to), bug. hack off, brown off, get up someone’s 
nose, give someone the hump, drive mad/ 
crazy, drive up the wall, make someone see 
red, Bnt informal wind up, cheese off, nark, get 
on someone’s wick; N Amer informal tee off, tick 
off, rankle, ride, gravel. 

-opposites please. 

irksome ►adjective irritating, annoying, vex- 
ing, vexatious, galling, exasperating, disagree- 
able; tiresome, wearisome, tedious, trying, 
troublesome, bothersome, awkward, difficult, 
boring, uninteresting; infuriating, maddening; 
informal infernal. 

Iron ► noun ©a ship buUt of iron: metal, pig iron, 
cast iron, wrought iron. Qshe needed some iron 
in her soul: strength, toughness, resilience, 
firmness, robustness, steel, grit; informal guts, 
spunk, ©a soldering iron, tool, implement, 
utensil, device, ©a hot iron: flat iron, electric 
iron, steam iron, smoothing iron, ©they were 
clapped in irons: manacles, shackles, fetters, 
chains, handcuffs; informal cuffs, bracelets. 

► adjective ©an iron key: made of iron, ferric, fer- 
rous. Qan iron law of politics: inflexible, un- 
breakable, absolute, unconditional, categorical, 
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incontrovertible, infallible 0an iron will un 
compromising, unrelenting, unyielding, un- 
bending, resolute, resolved, determined, firm, 
rigid, steadfast, unwavering 
-opposites flexible 
► verb she irons his shirts press 
■ Iron something out Q John had ironed out all 
the minor snags resolve, straighten out, sort 
out, clear up, settle, put right, solve, remedy, 
rectify, informal fix, mend © ironing out differences 
in national systems, eliminate, eradicate, erase, 
get nd of. harmonize, reconcile 

ironic ► adjective Q Edward’s tone was ironic sar 
castic, sardonic, dry, caustic, sharp, stinging, 
scathing, acerbic, acid, bitter, trenchant, mor- 
dant, cynical, mocking, satirical, scoffing, deri- 
sory, derisive, scornful, Bnt informal sarky ©it's 
ironic that I’ve ended up writing paradoxical, in- 
congruous, odd, strange, peculiar, unexpected 
-opposites sincere 

irony ► noun O that note of irony in her voice sar 
casm, sardomcism, dryness, causticity, sharp- 
ness, acerbity, bitterness, trenchancy, mor- 
dancy. cynicism, mockery, satire, ridicule, deri- 
sion. scorn, Bnt informal sarkiness ©the irony of 
the situation paradox, incongruity, incongru- 
ousness, peculiarity 
-opposites sincerity 

Irradiate ► verb illuminate, light (up), cast 
light upon, brighten, shine on. poetic /literary illu- 
mine 

irrational ► adjective unreasonable, illogical, 
groundless, baseless, unfounded, unjustifiable, 
absurd, ridiculous, ludicrous, silly, foolish, 
senseless 

-opposites logical 

irreconcilable ► adjective Q irreconcilable 
views incompatible, at odds, at vanance, con- 
flicting, clashing, antagonistic, mutually exclu- 
sive, diametrically opposed, disparate, variant, 
dissimilar, poles apart; rare oppugnant Q irre- 
concilable enemies implacable, unappeasable, un- 
compromising, inflexible, mortal, bitter, dead- 
ly, sworn, out-and-out 
-opposites compatible 

irrecoverable ► adjective unrecoverable, 
unreclaimable, irretrievable, irredeemable, un- 
salvageable, gone for ever, written off 

Irrefutable ► adjective indisputable, undeni- 
able, unquestionable, incontrovertible, incon- 
testable, beyond question, beyond doubt, con- 
clusive, definite, definitive, decisive, certain, 
positive 

irregular ► adjective o irregular features | an ir- 
regular coastline asymmetrical, non-uniform, 
uneven, crooked, misshapen, lopsided, twisted, 
jagged, ragged, serrated, indented. Q irregular 
surfaces: rough, bumpy, uneven, pitted, rutted; 
lumpy, knobbly, gnarled ©on irregular heart- 
beat: inconsistent, unsteady, uneven, fitful, 
patchy, variable, varying, changeable, chan- 
ging. inconstant, erratic, unstable, unsettled, 
spasmodic, intermittent, fluctuating, ©irregular 
financial dealings against the rules, out of 
order, improper, illegitimate, unscrupulous, 
unethical, unprofessional, unacceptable, be- 
yond the pale, informal shady; Brit informal not 
cncket, Austral /NZ informal over the fence, ©an 
irregular army, guerrilla, underground; para- 
military; partisan, mercenary 


-opposites straight, smooth. 

► noun gun-totmg irregulars, guerrilla, under- 
ground fighter, paramilitary; resistance fighter, 
partisan, mercenary 

irregularity ► noun o the irregularity of the 
coastline asymmetry, non-uniformity, uneven- 
ness, crookedness, lopsidedness, jaggedness, 
raggedness, indentation. © the irregularity of the 
surface roughness, bumpiness, unevenness, 
lumpiness, knobbliness © irregularities in the 
concrete’ bump, lump, bulge, hump, protuber- 
ance, kink, hole, hollow, pit, crater, depres- 
sion, dip, indentation, dent, crack, chink, fis- 
sure, cranny. © the irregularity of the bus service 
inconsistency, unsteadiness, unevenness, fitful- 
ness. patchiness, inconstancy, instability, vari- 
ability, changeableness, fluctuation, unpredict- 
ability, unreliability 0 financial irregularities im 
propriety, wrongdoing, misconduct, dishon- 
esty, corruption, immorality, informal shadiness, 
crookedness 0 staff noted any trregulanty in oper- 
ation abnormality, unusualness, strangeness, 
oddness, singularity, atypicality, anomaly, devi- 
ation. aberration, peculiarity, idiosyncrasy 
irregularly ►adverb O irregularly hexagonal 
asymmetrically, unevenly ©his heart was beat- 
ing irregularly erratically, intermittently, in/ 
by fits and starts, fitfully, patchily, haphazard- 
ly, unsystematically, unmethodically, inconsist- 
ently, unsteadily, unevenly, variably, spasmod- 
ically, discontinuously, inconstantly 
Irrelevance ► noun inapplicability, unrelated- 
ness, mappropnateness, inappositeness, unim- 
portance, mconsequentiality, insignificance, for- 
mal impertinence 

irrelevant ►adjective beside the point, imma- 
terial, not pertinent, not germane, off the sub- 
ject, unconnected, unrelated, peripheral, extra- 
neous, inapposite, unimportant, inconsequen- 
tial, insignificant, trivial; formal impertinent, 
irreligious ►adjective atheistic, unbelieving, 
non-believing, agnostic, heretical, faithless, 
godless, ungodly, impious, profane, infidel, bar- 
barian, heathen, pagan, rare nullifidian 
-opposites pious. 

irreparable ► adjective irreversible, unreedfi- 
able, irrevocable, unrestorable. irrecoverable, 
unrepairable, beyond repair 
-opposites repairable. 

irreplaceable ►adjective unique, unrepeat- 
able, incomparable, unparalleled, treasured, 
prized, cherished 

irrepressible ►adjective Qthe desire for free- 
dom is irrepressible, inextinguishable, unquench- 
able, uncontamable, uncontrollable, indestruct- 
ible. undying, everlasting ©his irrepressible per- 
sonality ebullient, exuberant, buoyant, sunny, 
breezy, jaunty, light-hearted, high-spirited, viv- 
acious, animated, full of life, lively; informal bub- 
bly, bouncy, peppy, chipper, chirpy, full of 
beans. 

irreproachable ►adjective impeccable, ex- 
emplary, model, immaculate, outstanding, ex- 
ceptional, admirable, perfect; above/beyond re- 
proach, blameless, faultless, flawless, unblem- 
ished, untarnished, spotless; informal squeaky 
clean, whiter than white. 

-oppositbs reprehensible, 
irresistible ►adjtctivt ©her irresistible smile 
tempting, enticing, alluring, inviting, seductive; 
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attractive, desirable, fetching, appealing, cap- 
tivating. beguiling, enchanting, ©an irresistible 
impulse uncontrollable, overwhelming, over- 
powering. compelling, compulsive, irrepress- 
ible, ungovernable, driving, forceful 
Irresolute ► adjective indecisive, hesitant, 
vacillating, equivocating, dithenng, wavering, 
shilly-shallying; ambivalent, blowing hot and 
cold, m two minds, in a dilemma, in a quan- 
dary. tom, doubtful, m doubt, unsure, uncer- 
tain, undecided, informal sitting on the fence 
-oppositbs decisive 

Irresolution ► noun indecisiveness, indeci- 
sion, irresoluteness, hesitancy, hesitation, 
doubt, doubtfulness, unsureness, uncertainty, 
vacillation, equivocation, wavering, shilly- 
shallying. blowing hot and cold, dithenng. 
temponzing, temporization, Bnt havenng, 
humming and hawing, informal dilly-dallying, sit- 
ting on the fence 

Irrespective ► adjective regardless of, with- 
out regard to/for, notwithstanding, whatever, 
no matter what, without consideration of, mfor- 
mal nregardless of 

Irresponsible ► adjective Q irresponsible behav- 
iour reckless, rash, careless, thoughtless, in- 
cautious, unwise, imprudent, ill-advised, injudi- 
cious, misguided, unheeding, hasty, overhasty, 
precipitate, precipitous, foolhardy, impetuous, 
impulsive, devil-may-care, hot-headed, delin- 
quent. N Amar derelict ©an irresponsible teen - 
ager immature, naive, foolish, hare-brained; un- 
reliable, undependable, untrustworthy, flighty, 
giddy, scatterbrained, harum-scarum 
-opposites sensible 

Irretrievable * adjective irreversible, unrec- 
tifiable, irremediable, irrecoverable, irrepar- 
able, unrepairable, beyond repair 
-opposites reversible 

Irreverent * adjective disrespectful, disdain- 
ful. scornful, contemptuous, densive, dispara- 
ging, impertinent, cheeky, flippant, rude, dis-. 
courteous 

-opposites respectful 

Irreversible ► adjective irreparable, unre- 
pairable, beyond repair, unrectifiable, irremedi- 
able, irrevocable, permanent, unalterable, un- 
changeable, immutable. Law peremptory 
Irrevocable ► adjective irreversible, unalter- 
able, unchangeable, immutable, final, binding, 
permanent. Law peremptory 
Irrigate ►verb water, bnng water to. soak, 
flood, inundate. 

Irritability ► noun irascibility, tetchiness, 
testmess, touchiness, grumpiness, moodiness, 
grouchiness, a (bad) mood, cantankerousness, 
curmudgeonliness, bad temper, short temper, 
ill humour, peevishness, crossness, fractious- 
ness, pettishness, crabbiness, waspishness, 
prickliness; Bnt informal shirtiness, stroppiness, 
rattiness; N Amer informal crankiness, omenness; 
Austral /NZ informal snakiness, poetic/ literary choler 
Irritable ► adjective bad-tempered, short- 
tempered, irascible, tetchy, testy, touchy, 
grumpy, grouchy, moody, crotchety, in a (bad) 
mood, cantankerous, curmudgeonly, ill- 
tempered. ill-humoured, peevish, cross, frac- 
tious. pettish, crabby, waspish, prickly, splenet- 
ic. dyspeptic, choleric; informal on a short fuse; 
Brit, informal shirty, stroppy, ratty; N. Amer. Informal 


cranky, ornery, peckish, Austral /NZ informal 
snaky 

-opposites good-humoured 

Irritant ► noun annoyance, (source of) irrita- 
tion, thorn in someone’s side/flesh, pest, 
bother, trial, torment, plague, inconvenience, 
nuisance, informal aggravation, peeve, pain (in 
the neck), headache, N Amer informal nudnik, 
burr m/under someone’s saddle. Austral /NZ infor- 
mal nark 

irritate ► verb ©the smallest things may irritate 
you annoy, vex, make angry, make cross, 
anger, exasperate, irk, gall, pique, nettle, put 
out, antagonize, get on someone’s nerves, try 
someone’s patience, ruffle someone’s feathers, 
make someone’s hackles nse; infuriate, mad- 
den, provoke, Bnt rub up the wrong way, infor- 
mal aggravate, miff, rile, needle, get to, bug, 
hack off, get under someone’s skin, get/put 
someone’s back up. get up someone’s nose, 
give someone the hump, drive mad/crazy, 
drive round the bend/twist, dnve up the wall, 
Bnt informal wind up. get on someone’s wick, N 
Amer informal tee off. tick off. rankle, ride, 
gravel ©some sand irritated my eyes inflame, 
aggravate, hurt, chafe, abrade, scratch, scrape, 
graze 

-opposites pacify, soothe 

Irritated ► adjective annoyed, cross, angry, 
vexed, exasperated, irked, piqued, nettled, put 
out, disgruntled, m a bad mood, in a temper, 
testy, huffy, m a huff, aggrieved, irate, infuri- 
ated. incensed, informal aggravated, peeved, 
miffed, mad, nled, hacked off, browned off, 
fed up, hot under the collar, Bnt informal 
cheesed off, brassed off, ratty, shirty, N Amer in- 
formal teed off, ticked off. sore. Austral /NZ informal 
snaky, crook, archaic snuffy, wroth 
-opposites good-humoured 

irritating ► adjective annoying, infuriating, ex- 
asperating, maddening, trying, tiresome, vex- 
ing, vexatious, irksome, galling, informal aggra- 
vating 

irritation ► noun ©she tried not to show her irri- 
tation annoyance, exasperation, vexation, in- 
dignation, impatience, crossness, displeasure, 
chagnn, pique, anger, rage, fury, wrath, informal 
aggravation, poetic/ literary ire ©I realize my pres- 
ence is an irritation for you irritant, annoyance, 
thorn in someone’s side/flesh, bother, tnal, tor- 
ment, plague, inconvenience, nuisance, informal 
aggravation, pain (in the neck), headache, N 
Amer informal nudnik, burr m/under someone’s 
saddle, Austral /NZ informal nark. 

-opposites delight 

island ► noun isle, islet, atoll; Bnt holm, (is- 
lands) archipelago See list 
-RELATED TERMS insular 

Isolate ►verb ©she isolated herself from her fam- 
ily | the contaminated area was isolated, separate, 
set/keep apart, segregate, detach, cut off, shut 
away, divorce, alienate, distance; keep in soli- 
tude, cloister, seclude, cordon off, seal off. 
close off, fence off. © the laser beam can isolate 
the offending vehicles: identify, smgle out, pick 
out, point out. spot, recognize, distinguish, 
pinpoint, locate. 

-oppositbs integrate. 

Isolated ►adjective © isolated communities: re- 
mote, out of the way, outlying, off the beaten 
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isolation | item 


Largest Islands 

ISLAND 

country/countries 

Greenland 

Denmark 

New Guinea 

Indonesia/Papua New Guinea 

Borneo 

Indonesia/Malaysla/firunei 

Madagascar 
Baffin island 

Canada 

Sumatra 

Indonesia 

Honshu 

Japan 

Great Britain 
Victoria Island 

Canada 

Ellesmere Island 

Canada 

Sulawesi 

Indonesia 

South Island 

New Zealand 

Java 

Indonesia 

North Island 

New Zealand 

Cuba 

Newfoundland 

Canada 

Luzon 

Philippines 

Iceland 

Mindanao 

Philippines 

Ireland 

Hokkaido 

Japan 

Australia Is classified as a continent 


track, secluded, lonely, m the back of beyond, 
godforsaken, inaccessible, cut-off, N Amer in 
the backwoods, lonesome. Austral /NZ in the 
backblocks. in the booay, informal m the middle 
of nowhere, in the sticks, N Amer informal 
jerkwater, in the tall timbers. Austral /NZ informal 
Barcoo, beyond the black stump, archaic un- 
approachable ©he lived a very isolated existence 
solitary, lonely, companionless. friendless, se- 
cluded, cloistered, segregated, unsociable, re- 
clusive. hermitic, N Amer lonesome ©un isol- 
ated incident unique, lone, solitary, unusual, un- 
common. exceptional, anomalous, abnormal, 
untypical, freak, informal one-off 
-opposites accessible, sociable, common 

isolation ► noun Q patients who need isolation 
separation, segregation, seclusion, keeping 
apart 0 their feeling of isolation solitariness, 
loneliness, fhendlessness © the isolation of some 
mental hospitals remoteness, seclusion, in- 
accessibility 
-opposites contact 

Israel ► noun. See list 

The Twelve Tribes of Israel 

Asher Issachar Naphtall 

Benjamin Judah Reuben 

Dan Levi Simeon 

Cad Manasseh Zebutun 

issue ►noun Qthe committee discussed the issue’ 
matter (in question), question, point (at issue), 
affair, case, subject, topic, problem, bone of 
contention. Qthe issue of a special stamp: issu- 
ing, publication, publishing, circulation, distri- 
bution, supplying, appearance, ©the latest issue 
of our magazine: edition, number, instalment, 
copy O (Law) she died without issue: offspring, 
descendants, heirs, successors, children, pro- 
geny, family; informal kids; archaic seed, fruit (of 
one*s loins), ©an issue of blood: discharge. 


emission, release, outflow, outflowing, outflux. 
secretion, emanation, exudation, effluence. 
technical efflux. 0 ( dated) a favourable issue * (end) 
result, outcome, consequence, upshot, conclu- 
sion, end 

► verb O the minister issued a statement * send out, 
put out. release, deliver, publish, announce, 
broadcast, communicate, circulate, distribute, 
disseminate Qthe captain issued the crew with 
guns supply, provide, furnish, arm. equip, fit 
out. ng out. kit out, informal fix up ©savoury 
smells issued from the kitchen emanate, emerge, 
exude, flow (out/forth), pour (out/forth), be 
emitted Q large profits mtght issue from the deal 
result, follow, ensue, stem, spring, anse, pro- 
ceed, be the result of. be brought on/about by, 
be produced by 
-opposites withdraw 

■ at Issue in question, m dispute, under dis- 
cussion, under consideration, for debate 

■ take Issue disagree, be m dispute, be in 
contention, be at variance, be at odds, argue, 
quarrel, challenge, dispute, (call into) question, 
archaic disaccord 

Italy ► noun. See list 


Regions of Italy 

REGION 

CAPITAL 

Abruzzi 

L’AquIla 

Apulia 

Bari 

Basilicata 

Potenza 

Calabria 

Reggio dl Calabria 

Campania 

Naples 

Emilia-Romagna 

Bologna 

Friull-Venezla Giulia 

Trieste 

Latlum 

Rome 

Liguria 

Genoa 

Lombardy 

Milan 

The Marches 

Ancona 

MoNse 

Campobasso 

Piedmont 

Turin 

Sardinia 

Cagliari 

SkHy 

Palermo 

Trentlno-Alto Adige 

Bolzano 

Trento 

Trento 

Tuscany 

Florence 

Umbria 

Perugia 

VaHe d* Aosta 

Aosta 

Venetfa 

Venice 


itch ► noun ©f have Qn itch on my back’ tinghng, 
irritation, itcfiiness Q (informal) the itch to travel 
longing, yearning, craving, ache, hunger, 
thirst, urge, hankering, wish, fancy, desire, in - 
formal yen. 

► verb O my chilblains really itch tingle, be irri- 
tated, be itchy Q (informal) he itched to do some- 
thing to help’ long, yearn, ache, bum, crave, 
hanker for/after, hunger, thirst, be eager, be 
desperate; want, wish, desire, fancy, set one’s 
sights on; informal have a yen, be dying, be gag- 
ging. 

Item ► noun Qan item of farm equipment | the 
main item in a badger's diet: thing, article, object, 
artefact, piece, product; element, constituent, 
component, ingredient. Qthe meeting discussed 
the item • issue, matter, affair, case, situation, 
subject, topic, question, point. Qa news item: 
report, story, account, article, piece, wnte-up. 
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bulletin, feature Q items in the profit and loss ac - 
count entry, record, statement, listing 

Itemize* verb QSteinburg itemized thirty-two de- 
sign faults list, catalogue, inventory, record, 
document, register, detail, specify, identify, 
enumerate, number Qan itemized bill analyse, 
break down, split up 

Iterate ►verb repeat, recapitulate, go over/ 
through again, say again, restate, reiterate; infor- 
mal recap, archaic ingeminate 


Itinerant ►adjective itinerant traders ■ travel 
ling, peripatetic, wandering, roving, roaming, 
touring, nomadic, gypsy, migrant, vagrant, 
vagabond, of no fixed address/abode. 

► noun an itinerants’ lodging house traveller, wan- 
derer. roamer, rover, nomad, gypsy, migrant, 
transient, drifter, vagabond, vagrant, tramp, 
dated bird of passage 

itinerary *noun (punned) route, journey, 
way, road, travel plan, schedule, timetable, 
programme, tour 




Jj 


jab ► verb he jabbed the Englishman with his finger 
poke, prod, dig, nudge, butt, ram, thrust, stab, 
push 

► noun a jab in the ribs poke, prod, dig, nudge, 
butt, thrust, stab, push 

jabber ► verb they jabbered away non-stop prat 
tle, babble, chatter, twitter, prate, gabble, rat- 
tle on/away, blather; informal yak. yap, yabber, 
yatter, blab, blabber, Bnt informal witter, rabbit, 
natter, archaic twaddle, clack 

► noun stop your jabber 1 prattle, babble, chatter, 
chattering, twitter, twittering, gabble, blather, 
informal yabbenng, yatter. blabber, Bnt informal 
wittering, rabbiting, nattering, archaic clack 

jack 

■ Jack something up O they jacked up the car 
raise, hoist, lift (up), winch up. lever up, hitch 
up, elevate & (informal) he may need to jack up 
interest rates increase, raise, put up, up, mark 
up, mfonnal hike (up), bump up 

jacket ► noun wrapping, wrapper, wrap, 
sleeve, sheath, sheathing, cover, covering See 
list at COAT 

jackpot ► noun this week’s lottery jackpot top 
prize, first pnze, pool, bonanza 

■ hit the Jackpot (informal) win a large prize, 
win a lot of money, strike it lucky/ nch, mfonnal 
clean up, hit the big time 

jaded ► adjective ©a jaded palate satiated, 
sated, surfeited, glutted, dulled, blunted, dead- 
ened Q she felt really jaded tired (out), weary, 
weaned, worn out. exhausted, fatigued, over- 
tired, sapped, drained, informal all m, done (in), 
dead (beat), dead on one’s feet, bushed, Bnt in- 
formal knackered, whacked, N Amer informal 
tuckered out 
-opposites fresh. 

jag ► noun sharp projection, point, barb, thorn 
jagged ► adjective spiky, barbed, ragged, rough, 
uneven, irregular, broken, serrated, sawtooth, 
indented 

-opposites smooth 

jail ► noun he was thrown into jail’ prison, penal 
institution, lock-up. detention centre, N Amer 
penitentiary, jailhouse. stockade, correctional 
facility, informal clink, slammer, inside, jug, bng. 
cooler, Bnt informal nick, N Amer informal can, 
pen. slam, pokey, Bnt histoncal approved school, 
borstal, bridewell; N Amer histoncal reformatory 
► verb she was jailed for killing her husband * im 
prison, put m prison, send to prison, incarcer- 
ate. lock up, put away, intern, detain, hold 
(pnsoner/captive), put into detention, informal 
send down, put behind bars, put inside, Bnt. m- 
formal bang up. 

-oppositbs acquit, release. 

Jailer ► noun prison officer, warder, wardress, 
warden, guard, captor, infonnal screw, archaic 
turnkey 

Jam 1 ►verb Qhe jammed a finger in each ear. 
stuff, shove, force, ram, thrust, press, push, 
stick, squeeze, cram. Q hundreds of people 
jammed into the hall: crowd, pack, pile, press, 


squeeze, cram; throng, mob, occupy, fill, over- 
crowd, obstruct, block, clog, congest ©the rud- 
der had jammed stick, become stuck, catch, 
seize (up), become trapped. Qdust can jam the 
mechanism immobilize, paralyse, disable, cripple, 
put out of action, bring to a standstill 

► noun O a traffic jam tailback, hold-up, conges- 
tion, bottleneck, N Amer gridlock, informal snarl- 
up © (informal) we are in a real jam predicament, 
plight, tricky situation, difficulty, problem, 
quandary, dilemma, muddle, mess, imbroglio, 
mare’s nest, dire straits; informal pickle, stew, 
fix, hole, scrape, bind, (tight) spot, (tight) cor- 
ner. hot/deep water, Bnt informal spot of bother 

jam 2 ► noun raspberry jam ■ preserve, conserve, 
jelly, marmalade 

jamb ► noun post, doorpost, upright, frame 

jamboreo ► noun rally, gathering, conven- 
tion, conference; festival, f£te, fiesta, gala, car- 
nival, celebration, informal bash, shindig, shindy, 
junket 

jammy ► adjective (Bnt informal) See lucky sense 
1 

jangle ► verb Q keys jangled at his waist, clank, 
clink, jingle, tinkle ©the noise jangled her 
nerves grate on, jar on, irritate, disturb, fray, 
put/set on edge, informal get on. 

► noun the jangle of his chains clank, clanking, 
clink, clinking, jangling, jingle, jingling, tintin- 
nabulation 

janitor ► noun caretaker, custodian, porter, 
concierge, doorkeeper, doorman, warden, 
cleaner, maintenance man, N Amer superin- 
tendent 

jar 1 ► noun a jar of honey (glass) container, pot, 
crock, receptacle 

Jar* ► verb O each step jarred my whole body jolt, 
jerk, shake, vibrate ©her shrill voice jarred on 
him grate, set someone’s teeth on edge, irri- 
tate, annoy, irk, exasperate, nettle, disturb, dis- 
compose, informal nle, aggravate, get on 
someone’s nerves ©the play’s symbolism jarred 
with the realism of its setting clash, conflict, con- 
trast, be incompatible, be at variance, be at 
odds, be inconsistent, be discordant, informal 
scream at * 

jargon ► noun specialized language, slang, 
cant, idiom, argot, patter, gobbledegook; informal 
-speak, -ese 

Jarring ►adjoctive clashing, conflicting, con- 
trasting, incompatible, incongruous; discord- 
ant. dissonant, inharmonious, harsh, grating, 
strident, shrill, cacophonous. 

-opposites harmonious 

jaundiced ► adjective bitter, resentful, cynic- 
al. soured, disenchanted, disillusioned, disap- 
pointed. pessimistic, sceptical, distrustful, sus- 
picious, misanthropic. 

Jaunt ► noun (pleasure) trip, outing, excursion, 
day trip, day out. mini holiday, short break: 
tour, drive, ride, run; informal spin, tootle. 
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Jazz Musicians and Singers 

Arm s tro n g, Louis (American trumpeter/slnger/ 
bandleader) 

Baker, Chet (American trumpeter/singer) 

Basie, Count (American pianlst/bandteader) 

Bechet, Sidney (American soprano saxophonist) 
Beiderbecke, Blx (American comettlst/piaoist) 

Biakey, Ait (American drummer) 

Bley, Carta (American pianist) 

Bolden, Buddy (American comettlst) 

Brubeck, Dave (American pianist) 

Calkiway. Cab (American singer/bandleader) 
Carmichael, Hoagy (American pianist/singer) 

Charles, Ray (American pianist/singer) 

Cheatham, Doc (American trumpeter) 

Christian, Charlie (American guitarist) 

Coleman, Ornette (American saxophonist) 

Coltrane, John (American saxophonist) 

Condon, Eddie (American guitarist) 

Corea. Ct\kk (American pianist) 

Dankworth, John (English saxophonist) 

Davis, Mites (American trumpeter) 

Dolphy, Eric (American saxophonist) 

Domino. Fats (American pianist/singer) 

EMngton, Duke (American bandleader/pianist) 

Evans, BUI (American pianist) 

Evans, Gil (Canadian pianist) 

Fitzgerald, Ella (American singer) 

Getz, Stan (American saxophonist) 

Gtlespie, Dizzy (American trumpeter/bandleader) 
Goodman. Benny (American clartnettlst/ba rid leader) 
Grappelli, Stephane (French violinist) 

Hampton, Lionel (American vibraphonist/bandleader) 
Hancock, Herbie (American pianist) 

Hawkins, Coleman (American saxophonist) 

Herman, Woody (American darinettist/saxophonist/ 
singer) 


Hines, Earl (American pianist) 

Holiday, BUfle (American singer) 

Kenton, Stan (American bandleader) 

Laine, Geo (English singer) 

Lyttelton, Humphrey (English trumpeter) 
McLaughlin, John (English guitarist) 

Marsalis, Wynton (American trumpeter) 

Miller, Glenn (American trombonlst/bandteader) 
Mingus, Charlie (American bassist) 

Monk, Thelonius (American pianist) 

Morton, Jelly Rod (American pianist) 

Mulligan, Gerry (American saxophonist) 

Oliver, Joe ‘King* (American comettlst) 

Parker, Charlie ‘Bird’ (American saxophonist) 
Paul, Les (American guitarist) 

Pepper, Art (American saxophonist) 

Peterson, Oscar (Canadian pianist) 

Pine, Courtney (English soprano saxophonist) 
Powell, Bud (American pianist) 

Rainey, Gertrude ‘Ma’ (American singer) 
Reinhardt Django (Belgian guitarist) 

Rich, Buddy (American drummer) 

Roach, Max (American drummer) 

Rollins, Sonny (American saxophonist) 

Scott Ronnie (English saxophonist) 

Schuller, Gunther (American French horn player) 
Shaw, Artie (American clarinettist) 

Shorter, Wayne (American saxophonist) 

Simone, Nina (American singer) 

Smith, Bessie (American singer) 

Tatum, Art (American pianist) 

Teagarden, jack (American trombonist) 

Vaughan, Sarah (American singer) 

Waiter, Fats (American pianist) 

Washington, Grover (American saxophonist) 
Young, Lester (American saxophonist) 


Jaunty ► adjective cheerful, cheery, happy, 
merry, jolly, joyful, lively, perky, bright, buoy- 
ant. bubbly, bouncy, breezy, full of the joys of 
spring, in good spirits, exuberant, ebullient, 
carefree, any. light-hearted, nonchalant, insou- 
ciant. happy-go-lucky, informal bnght-eyed and 
bushy-tailed, full of beans, chirpy, poetic (literary 
blithe, blithesome. 

-opposites depressed, senous 

Javelin ► noun spear, harpoon, dart, gig, shaft, 
assegai. 

Jaw ►noun Qa broken jaw jawbone, lower/ 
upper jaw; Anatomy mandible, maxilla Qthe 
whale seized a seal pup in its jaws mouth, maw, 
muzzle; informal chops Q [informal) we ought to 
have a jaw See chat noun 
-related terms mandibular, maxillary 

► vtib {informal) Tom was the type to jaw See chat 
verb 

Jazz ► noun. See lists 

■ Jazz something up (informs/) enliven, liven 
up, brighten up, make more interesting/ 
exciting, add (some) colour to, ginger up, perk 
up, spice up; informal pep up. 

Jazzy bright, colourful, brightly col- 

oured. striking, eye-catching, vivid, lively, vi- 
brant, bold, flamboyant, showy, gaudy; informal 
flashy. 

-opposites dull 

Jealous ► adjective O he was jealous of hi s broth- 
er’s popularity • envious, covetous, desirous; re- 


Types of Jazz 

fusion 


acid jazz 

Afro-Cuban 

avant-garde 

barrelhouse 

bebop 

bop 

cool 

Dixieland 
free jazz 


Harlem 
harmolodics 
honky-tonk 
hot jazz 
mainstream 
modem jazz 
progressive 
jazz 


razzmatazz 

rooty-toot 

skiffle 

swing 

third stream 
trad Jazz 
west coast 


sentful, grudging, begrudging, green (with 
envy). Qa jealous lover suspicious, distrustful, 
mistrustful, doubting, insecure, anxious, pos- 
sessive, proprietorial, overprotective. Qthey are 
very jealous of their rights, protective, vigilant, 
watchful, heedful, mindful, careful, solicitous. 
-opposites proud, trusting. 

Jealousy ►noun Qhe was consumed with feed' 
ousjr envy, covetousness; resentment, resentful- 
ness, bitterness, spite, informal the green-eyed 
monster 0 the jealousy of his long-suffering wife: 
suspicion, suspiciousness, distrust, mistrust, in- 
security, anxiety; possessiveness, overprotect- 
iveness Qan intense jealousy of status’ protect- 
iveness, vigilance, watchfulness, heedfulness, 
mindfulness, care, solicitousness. 

Jeans ► plural noun denims, blue jeans; trademark 
Levi’s, Wranglers. 
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jeer ►verb the demonstrators jeered the police 
taunt, mock, scoff at, ndicule, sneer at, dende, 
insult, abuse, jibe (at), scorn, shout disapproval 
(at); heckle, catcall (at), boo (at), hoot at, whis- 
tle at, hiss (at), archaic flout at 
-opposites cheer 

► noun the jeers of the crowd taunt, sneer, insult, 
shout, jibe, boo, hiss, catcall, dension. teasing, 
scoffing, abuse, scorn, heckling, catcalling, Brit 
& Austral JNZ barracking 

-opposites applause 

jejune ► adjective O their jejune opinions naive, 
innocent, artless, guileless, unworldly, child- 
like, ingenuous, unsophisticated, credulous, 
gullible, childish, immature, juvenile, puenie, 
infantile ©the following poem is rather jejune 
boring, dull, tedious, dreary, uninteresting, un- 
exciting, uninspiring, unimaginative, hum- 
drum, run-of-the-mill, mundane, commonplace, 
lacklustre, dry, stenie, lifeless, vapid, flat, 
bland, banal, trite, prosaic, Bnt informal samey, N 
Amer informal ornery 
-opposites sophisticated, fascinating 
jell ► verb. See gel 

jeopardize ► verb threaten, endanger, im- 
peril, nsk, put at nsk, put in danger/jeopardy, 
leave vulnerable, compromise, prejudice, be 
prejudicial to, be a danger to. pose a threat to, 
archaic peril 
-opposites safeguard 
jeopardy ► noun DANGER, penl, at nsk 
jerk ► noun Qshe gave the reins a jerk yank, tug, 
pull, wrench, tweak, twitch © he let the clutch 
in with a jerk jolt, lurch, bump, start, jar, jog, 
bang, bounce, shake, shock 0 ( informal) I felt a 
complete jerk See fool noun sense 1 

► verb ©she jerked her arm free yank, tug, pull, 
wrench, wrest, drag, pluck, snatch, seize, np, 
tear ©the car jerked along jolt, lurch, bump, 
rattle, bounce, shake, jounce 

jerky ► adjective Q jerky movements convulsive, 
spasmodic, fitful, twitchy, shaky Qthe coach 
drew to a jerky halt jolting, lurching, bumpy, 
bouncy, jamng. 

-opposites smooth 

jerry-built ► adjective shoddy, badly built, 
gimcrack, flimsy, insubstantial, nckety, ram- 
shackle, crude, makeshift, mfenor, poor- 
quality, second-rate, third-rate, low-grade 
-opposites sturdy. 

jersey ► noun pullover, sweater, Bnt jumper, 
informal woolly 

jest ► noun jests were bandied about freely joke, 
witticism, finny remark, gag, quip, sally, pun, 
informal crack, wisecrack, one-liner 

► verb Q surely you are jesting: joke, quip, gag, 
pun; tell jokes, crack jokes, informal wisecrack 
©she feared that they had not been jesting fool 
(about/ around), play a practical joke, tease; in- 
formal kid, have someone on, pull someone’s 
leg; N Amer informal pull someone’s chain, fun. 
Bnt informal wind someone up 

■ In j«st in fun, as a joke, tongue in cheek, 
playfully, jokingly, light-heartedly, facetiously, 
flippantly, frivolously, for a laugh, 
jester ► noun O (historical) a court jester (court) 
fool, court jester, clown; archaic merry andrew 
©the doss Jester, joker, comedian, comic, hu- 
morist. wag, wit, prankster, jokester, clown, 
buffoon; informal card, case, caution, hoot. 


Jeer | jig 

scream, laugh, wisecracker, barrel of laughs, 
Austral / NZ informal hard case. 

Jet 1 ►noun Qa jet of water stream, spurt, 
squirt, spray, spout, gush, rush, surge, burst 
© carburettor jets nozzle, head, spout, ©an ex- 
ecutive jet jet plane, jetliner, aircraft, plane; 
Bnt aeroplane 

► verb © they jetted out of Heathrow' fly, travel/go 
by jet, travel/go by plane. © puffs of gas jetted 
out squirt, spurt, shoot, spray, gush, pour, 
stream, rush, pump, surge, spew, burst. 

Jet 2 ► adjective her glossy jet hair black, jet-black, 
pitch-black, ink-black, ebony, raven, sable, 
sooty 

jettison ►verb ©six aircraft jettisoned their 
loads dump, drop, ditch, discharge, throw out. 
tip out. unload, throw overboard ©he jetti- 
soned his unwanted papers | the scheme was jetti- 
soned discard, dispose of, throw away/out, get 
nd of, reject, scrap, axe, abandon, drop, informal 
chuck (away/out), dump, ditch, bin, junk, get 
shut of, Bnt mfonnal get shot of, N Amer informal 
trash 

-opposites retain 

Jetty ► noun pier, landing (stage), quay, wharf, 
dock, breakwater, mole, groyne, dyke, N Amer 
dockomimum, levee 

jewel ►noun Q priceless jewels gem. gemstone, 
(precious) stone, brilliant, baguette, informal 
sparkler, rock, archaic bijou See list at gem 
© the jewel of his collection finest example/ 
specimen, showpiece, pride (and joy), cream, 
erdrne de la creme, jewel in the crown, nonpar- 
eil, glory, prize, boast, pick, ne plus ultra 
©the girl is a jewel treasure, angel, paragon, 
marvel, find, godsend, informal one in a million, 
a star, the tops, archaic nonsuch 

jewellery ►noun jewels, gems, gemstones, 
precious stones, bijouterie, costume jewellery, 
diamante, archaic bijoux 

Jezebel ►noun immoral woman, seductress, 
temptress, femme fatale, informal tart, vamp, 
maneater, N Amer informal tramp, Bnt informal 
scrubber, slapper, slag, dated loose woman, trol- 
lop. hussy, archaic harlot, strumpet 

jib ► verb © the horse jibbed at the final fence stop 
(short) at, baulk at. shy at, refuse ©some 
farmers jib at paying large veterinary bills • baulk 
at, fight shy of, recoil from, shrink from, be 
unwilling, be reluctant, be loath, demur at; in- 
formal boggle at 
-opposites deaf 

jibe ► noun cruel jibes ■ snide remark, cutting re- 
mark, taunt, sneer, jeer, insult, barb; informal 
dig, put-down. 

► verb Simon jibed in a sarcastic way. jeer, taunt, 
mock, scoff, sneer. 

Jiffy 

■ In a Jiffy (informal) (very) soon, in a second, in 
a minute, in a moment, in a tnce. in a flash, 
shortly, any second, any minute (now), in no 
time (at all); N Amer momentarily, informal in a 
sec. m a jiff, in two shakes (of a lamb’s tail), 
before you can say Jack Robinson, Bnt informal in 
a tick, in two ticks, in a mo, N Amer informal in a 
snap, in jig time: dated directly. 

jig ►verb bob, jump, spring, skip, hop. prance, 
bounce, jounce 


jiggle | joke 
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jiggle ► verb O Barrett Jiggled his foot, shake, jog- 
gle, waggle, wiggle © Thomas jtggled excitedly 
fidget, wnggle, squirm 

jut ► vtrb leave, walk out on, throw over, finish 
with, break up with, informal chuck, ditch, 
dump, drop, run out on, give someone the 
push/elbow, give someone the old heave-ho, 
give someone the big E, poetic /literary forsake 

jingle ► noun Qthe jingle of money in the till 
clink, chink, tinkle, jangle Qthe jingle of the 
bell tinkle, nng, ding, ping, ting-a-ling. chime, 
tintinnabulation © advertising jingles slogan, 
catchphrase, ditty, song, rhyme, tune, N Amer 
informal tag line 

► verb Qher bracelets jingled noisily clink, chink, 
tinkle, jangle ©the bell jingled tinkle, nng, 
ding, ping, chime 

jingoism ► noun extreme patriotism, chauvin- 
ism, extreme nationalism, xenophobia, hawk- 
ishness, militarism, belligerence, bellicosity 

jinx ► noun the jinx struck six days later curse, 
spell, hoodoo, malediction, the evil eye, black 
magic, voodoo, bad luck. N Amer hex, archaic 
malison 

► verb the family is jinxed curse, cast a spell on, 
put the evil eye on, hoodoo, Austral point the 
bone at, N Amer hex, Austral informal mozz, put 
the mozz on 

jitters ► plural noun ( informal) nervousness, 
nerves, edginess, uneasiness, anxiety, anxious- 
ness, tension, agitation, restlessness, stage 
fright, informal butterflies (m one’s stomach), the 
willies, collywobbles, the heebie-jeebies, jitteri- 
ness, the jim-jams 

Jittery ► adjective ( informal) nervous, on edge, 
edgy, tense, anxious, nervy, ill at ease, uneasy, 
keyed up, overwrought, on tenterhooks, wor- 
ried, apprehensive, informal with butterflies in 
one’s stomach, like a cat on a hot tin roof, 
twitchy, jumpy, uptight, het up, in a tizz/tizzy, 
Brit informal strung up, like a cat on hot bricks, 
N Amer informal spooky, squirrelly, antsy. 
Austral /HZ informal toey; dated overstrung 
-opposites calm 

job ► noun Q my job involves a lot of travelling pos 
ition (of employment), post, situation, appoint- 
ment, occupation, profession, trade, career, 
(line of) work, metier, craft, vocation, calling, 
vacancy, opening. Austral informal gnp, archaic em- 
ploy © this job will take three months task, piece 
of work, assignment, project, chore, errand, 
undertaking, venture, operation, enterprise, 
business ©it's your job to protect her: responsi 
bility. duty, charge, task, role, function, mis- 
sion, informal department, pigeon. © (informal) it 
was a job to get here on time difficult task, 
problem, trouble, struggle, strain, trial, bother; 
informal headache, hassle, pain ©(informal) a bank 
job • crime, felony, raid, robbery, hold-up, burg- 
lary, break-in; informal stick-up; N Amer informal 
heist. 

— RBLATED TERMS Vocational. 

■ Just the Job (Bnt mfbrmaf) the very thing, just 
the thing, exactly what’s needed, informal just 
what the doctor ordered, just the ticket. 

Jobless ►adjective unemployed, out of work, 
out of a job, unwaged, between jobs, redun- 
dant, laid off, Brit informal signing on, on the 
dole, ‘resting’; Austral./NZ informal on the wallaby 
track. 


-opposites employed. 

jockey ►noun rider, horseman, horsewoman, 
equestrian; Austral informal hoop 

► verb Qhe jockeyed himself tnto the team man 
oeuvre, ease. edge, work, steer; inveigle, in- 
sinuate, ingratiate, informal finagle ©ministers 
began jockeying for position compete, contend, 
vie, struggle, fight, scramble, jostle 

Jocular ►adjective humorous, funny, witty, 
comic, comical, amusing, droll, jokey, hilari- 
ous, facetious, tongue-in-cheek, teasing, play- 
ful. light-hearted, jovial, cheerful, cheery, 
merry; formal jocose, ludic 
-opposites solemn 

jocund ► adjective (formal). See cheerful sense 1 

Jog ► verb Qhe jogged along the road run slowly, 
jogtrot, dogtrot, trot, lope Q things are jogging 
along quite nicely continue, proceed, go on, 
carry on ©a hand jogged his elbow nudge, prod, 
poke, push, bump, jar © something jogged her 
memory stimulate, prompt, stir, activate, re- 
fresh 0 she jogged her foot up and down joggle, 
jiggle, bob, bounce, jolt, jerk 

► noun he set off along at a jog run, jogtrot, dog- 
trot, trot, lope 

joie do vlvre ►noun gaiety, cheerfulness, 
cheenness, light-heartedness, happiness, joy, 
joyfulness, high spirits, jollity, joviality, ex- 
uberance, ebullience, liveliness, vivacity, verve, 
effervescence, buoyancy, zest, zestfulness, infor- 
mal pep, zing, poetic /literary blitheness 
-opposites sobriety 

join ► verb © the two parts of the mould are joined 
with clay connect, unite, couple, fix, affix, at- 
tach, fasten, stick, glue, fuse, weld, amalgam- 
ate. bond, append, link, merge, secure, make 
fast, tie, bind, chain, formal conjoin, ©here the 
path joins a major road meet, touch, reach, ex- 
tend to, abut, adjoin, border (on) ©J'm off to 
join the search party become a member of. help 
in, participate in. join in, get involved m, con- 
tribute to, have a hand m, enlist, join up. sign 
up, affiliate to, play a part, band together, gel 
together, ally, team up. join forces 
-opposites separate, leave 

► noun. See joint 

joint ► noun © a leaky joint in the guttering’ join, 
junction, juncture, intersection, lmk, linkage, 
connection; weld, seam, Anatomy commissure 
© the hip joint articulation © the Sunday joint 
cut See list at meat © ( informal) a classy joint ■ es- 
tablishment, restaurant, bar, club, nightclub 
© ( informal) he rolled a joint cannabis cigarette, 
marijuana cigarette, informal spliff, reefer, bomb, 
bomber, stick 

► adjective matters of joint interest | a joint effort 
common, shared, communal, collective; mutual, 
cooperative, collaborative, concerted, com- 
bined, umted. 

-opposites separate. 

► verb she jointed the carcass, cut up, chop up, 
butcher, carve. 

Jointly ►adverb together, in partnership, in 
cooperation, cooperatively, in conjunction, in 
combination, mutually 

Joke ► noun ©they were telling jokes : funny 
story, jest, witticism, quip; pun, play on 
words; informal gag, wisecrack, crack, fUnny, 
one-liner, killer, rib-tickler, knee-slapper, 
thigh-slapper, N Amer. informal boffbla; rare 
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blague Q playing stupid jokes trick, practical 
joke, prank, stunt, hoax, jape; informal leg-pull, 
spoof 0 (informal) he soon became a joke to us 
laughing stock, figure of fun, object of ridi- 
cule. Aunt Sally Q (informal) the present system is 
a joke farce, travesty, waste of time, N Amer in- 
formal shuck 

► verb Q she joked with the guests tell jokes, jest, 
banter, quip, informal wisecrack, josh © I'm only 
joking fool (about/arouno), play a tnck, play a 
(practical) joke, tease, hoax, pull someone’s leg, 
mess about/around, informal lad. Bnt informal have 
someone on, wind someone up, N Amer informal 
fim, shuck, pull someone’s chain 

joker ►noun humorist, comedian, comedienne, 
comic, wit, jester, prankster, practical joker, 
hoaxer, trickster, clown, informal card, wise- 
cracker. wag 

jolly ► adjective cheerful, happy, cheery, good- 
humoured, jovial, merry, sunny, joyful, joyous, 
light-hearted, m high spirits, bubbly, exuber- 
ant, ebullient, cock-a-hoop, gleeful, mirthful, 
genial, fun-loving, informal chipper, chirpy, 
perky, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, formal joc- 
und, jocose, dated gay. poetic /literary gladsome, 
blithe, blithesome 
—opposites miserable 

► verb ( informal) he tried to jolly her along encour 
age, urge, coax, cajole, persuade 

► adverb (Bnt informal) a jolly good idea See very ad- 
verb 

jolt ► verb O the train jolted the passengers to one 
side push, thrust, jar, bump, knock, bang, 
shake, joggle, jog ©the mr jolted along bump, 
bounce, jerk, rattle, lurch, shudder, judder, 
jounce ©she was jolted out of her reverie star 
tle, surprise, shock stun, shake, take aback, 
astonish, astound, amaze, stagger, stop some- 
one in their tracks, informal rock, floor, knock 
sideways, Bnt informal knock for six 

► noun O'* series of sickening jolts bump, bounce, 
shake, jerk, lurch ©he woke up with a jolt 
start, jerk, jump © the sight of the dagger gave 
him a jolt fright, the fright of one’s life, shock, 
scare, surprise, informal turn 

jostle ► verb © she was jostled by noisy students 
bump into/ against, knock into/against, bang 
into, cannon into, plough into, jolt, push, 
shove, elbow, mob ©I jostled my way to the exit 
push, thrust, baige, shove, force, elbow, shoul- 
der, bulldoze Q people jostled for the best position 
struggle, vie, jockey, scramble 

jot ► verb I’ve jotted down a few details write, 
note, make a note of, take down, put on paper, 
scnbble, scrawl 

► noun not a jot of evidence iota, scrap, shred, 
whit, grain, crumb, ounce, (little) bit, jot or tit- 
tle. speck, atom, particle, scintilla, trace, hint, 
informal smidgen, tad. Austral /NZ informal skemck, 
archaic scruple 

journal ►noun Qa medical journal periodical, 
magazine, gazette, digest, review, newsletter, 
news-sheet, bulletin; newspaper, paper, daily, 
weekly, monthly, quarterly ©he keeps a journal 
diary, daily record, log. logbook, chronicle, N 
Amer daybook. 

journalism ►noun Q <1 career in journalism, the 
newspaper business, the press, the fourth es 
tate; Bnt Fleet Street ©his incisive style of jour- 
nalism: reporting, writing, reportage, feature 


joker | Jubilant 

writing, news coverage, articles, reports, fea- 
tures, pieces, stones 

journalist ► noun reporter, correspondent, 
newspaperman, newspaperwoman, newsman, 
newswoman, columnist, wnter, commentator, 
reviewer, investigative journalist, Bnt press- 
man; N Amer legman, wireman. Austral rounds- 
man, informal news hound, hack, hackette, 
stringer, journo, N Amer informal newsy 

Journey ► noun his journey round the world trip, 
expedition, tour, trek, voyage, cruise, nde, 
drive, crossing, passage, flight, travels, wander- 
ing, globetrotting, odyssey, pilgrimage, archaic 
peregrination 

► verb they journeyed south travel, go. voyage, 
sail, cruise, fly, hike, trek, nde, drive, make 
one’s way. go on a tnp/expedition, toui, archaic 
peregrinate 

joust (histoncal) ► verb Jcmghts jousted with lances 
tourney, fight, spar, clash, histoncal tilt 

► noun a medieval joust tournament, tourney, 
combat, contest, fight, histoncal tilt 

jovial ► adjective cheerful, jolly, happy, cheery, 
good-humoured, convivial, genial, good- 
natured, friendly, amiable, affable, sociable, 
outgoing, smiling, merry, sunny, joyful, joyous, 
high-spinted, exuberant, informal chipper, 
chirpy, perky, bnght-eyed and bushy-tailed, for- 
mal jocund, jocose, dated gay, poetic/ literary glad- 
some. blithe, blithesome 
-opposites miserable 

joy ► noun Q whoops of joy delight, great pleas- 
ure, joyfulness, jubilation, tnumph, exultation, 
rejoicing, happiness, gladness, glee, exhilar- 
ation, exuberance, elation, euphona, bliss, ec- 
stasy, rapture, enjoyment, felicity, joie de 
vivre, formal jocundity, jouissance ©it was a joy 
to be with her (source of) pleasure, delight, 
treat, thrill, informal buzz, kick ©(Bnt informal) 
we still had no joy success, satisfaction, luck, 
successful result 
-opposites misery, tnal 

joyful ►adjective ©/ns joyful mood cheerful, 
happy, jolly, merry, sunny, joyous, light- 
hearted, in good spirits, bubbly, exuberant, 
ebullient, cock-a-hoop, cheery, smiling, mirth- 
ful, radiant, jubilant, overjoyed, thrilled, ecstat- 
ic, euphoric, blissful, on cloud nine/seven, 
elated, delighted, gleeful, jovial, genial, good- 
humoured, full of the joys of spring, informal 
chipper, chirpy, peppy, over the moon, on top 
of the world, Austral /NZ informal wrapped, dated 
gay, formal jocund, poetic /literary gladsome, blithe, 
blithesome © joyful news pleasing, happy, 
good, cheering, gladdening, welcome, heart- 
warming, poetic /literary gladsome ©a joyful occa- 
sion happy, cheerful, merry, jolly, festive, joy- 
ous 

-opposites sad, distressing 

joyless ►adjective ©a joyless man gloomy, 
melancholy, morose, lugubrious, glum, 
sombre, saturnine, sullen, dour, humourless 
© a joyless room depressing, cheerless, gloomy, 
dreary, bleak, dispiriting, drab, dismal, deso- 
late, austere, sombre, unwelcoming, uninvit- 
ing, inhospitable, poetic/ literary drear 
-opposites cheerful, welcoming, 
joyous ►adjective. See joyful senses 1. 3 
jubilant ► adjective overjoyed, exultant, tri- 
umphant, joyful, rejoicing, cock-a-hoop, ex- 
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uberant, elated, thrilled, gleeful, euphoric, ec- 
static, enraptured, in raptures, walking on air, 
in seventh heaven, on cloud nine, informal over 
the moon, on top of the world, on a high, N 
Amer informal wigged out; Austral informal wrapped 
-opposites despondent 

Jubilation ► noun exultation, joy, joyousness, 
elation, euphoria, ecstasy, rapture, glee, glee- 
fulness, exuberance 

Jubilee ► noun anniversary, commemoration, 
celebration, festival, jamboree, festivities, revel- 
ry 

Judas ►noun traitor, betrayer, back-stabber, 
double-crosser, turncoat, quisling, renegade 
judge ► noun Q the judge sentenced him to five 
years ■ justice, magistrate, recorder, sheriff, N 
Amer jurist, Brit informal beak ©a panel of judges 
will select the winner adjudicator, arbiter, asses- 
sor. evaluator, appraiser, examiner, moderator, 
mediator 

► vtrb QI judged that she was simply exhausted 
form the opinion, conclude, decide, consider, 
believe, think, deem, view, deduce, gather, 
infer, gauge, estimate, guess, surmise, conjec- 
ture, regard as, look on as, take to be, rate as, 
class as, informal reckon, figure ©the case was 
judged by a tribunal try, hear, adjudicate, de- 
cide. give a ruling/ verdict on ©she was judged 
innocent of murder adjudge, pronounce, decree, 
rule, find © the competition will be judged by Alan 
Amey adjudicate, arbitrate, mediate, moderate 
0 entries were judged by a panel of experts ■ as 
sess, appraise, evaluate, examine, review 

judgement ► noun o his temper could affect his 
judgement discernment, acumen, shrewdness, 
astuteness, (common) sense, perception, perspi- 
cacity, percipience, acuity, discrimination, wis- 
dom, wit, judiciousness, prudence, canniness, 
sharpness, sharp-wittedness, powers of reason- 
ing, reason, logic, informal nous, savvy, horse 
sense, gumption. Bnt informal common; N Amer 
informal smarts Q a court judgement verdict, de- 
cision, adjudication, ruling, pronouncement, 
decree, finding, sentence 0 critical judgement 
assessment, evaluation, appraisal, review, an- 
alysis, criticism, critique © a judgement on them 
for their wickedness punishment, retribution, 
penalty 

■ against one's better judgement reluc 
tantly, unwillingly, grudgingly 

■ In my Judgement in my opinion, to my mind, 
to my way of thinking, I believe, I think, as I 
see it, in my estimation 

Judgemental ►adjective critical, censonous, 
condemnatory, disapproving, disparaging, dep- 
recating, negative, overcntical, hypercritical 
Judicial ► adjective legal, juridical, judicatory, 
official 

judicious ►adjective wise, sensible, prudent, 
politic, shrewd, astute, canny, sagacious, com- 
monsensical, sound, well advised, well judged, 
discerning, percipient, intelligent, smart, N 
Amer informal heads-up 
— oppositbs ill-advised 

jug ► noun pitcher, ewer, crock, jar, urn; carafe, 
flask, flagon, decanter; N Amer creamer, historical 
amphora, jorum 

juggle ►verb misrepresent, tamper with, fals- 
ify, distort, alter, manipulate, rig, massage, 
fudge; informal fix, doctor; Bnt. informal fiddle. 


Juice ►noun Qthe juice from two lemons liquid, 
fluid, sap. extract. Q cooking juices, liquid, li- 
quor 0(mformaf) he ran out of juke See petrol 
juicy ►adjective © a juicy peach' succulent, ten- 
der, moist, npe, archaic mellow. Q (informal) juicy 
gossip very interesting, fascinating, sensation- 
al, lurid, scandalous, racy, nsqu£, spicy; informal 
hot 0 (informal) juicy profits, large, substantial, 
sizeable, generous, lucrative, profitable, informal 
fat, tidy 

-opposites dry. dull 

Jumble ►noun ©the books were in a jumble un 
tidy heap, clutter, muddle, mess, confusion, 
disarray, disarrangement, tangle, hotchpotch, 
mishmash, miscellany, motley collection, 
mixed bag, medley, farrago, N Amer hodge- 
podge © (Bnt ) bags of fumble, junk, bnc-a-brac, 
Bnt lumber 

► verb the photographs are all jumbled up mix up, 
muddle up, disarrange, disorganize, disorder, 
put in disarray 

Jumbo ► adjective ( informal) See huge 
jump ►verb ©the cat jumped off his lap | Flora 
began to jump about leap, spnng, bound, hop. 
skip, caper, dance, prance, frolic, cavort ©he 
jumped the fence vault (over), leap over, clear, 
sail over, hop over, hurdle. 0 pre-tax profits 
jumped rise, go up, shoot up, soar, surge, 
climb, increase, informal skyrocket ©the noise 
made her jump start, jerk, jolt, flinch, recoil, in- 
formal jump out of one’s skin 0 Polly jumped at 
the chance accept eagerly, leap at, welcome 
with open arms, seize on, snap up, grab, 
pounce on 0 (mfomnal) he jumped the red light ig 
nore, disregard, drive through, overshoot, infor- 
mal run 

► noun ©the short jump across the gully leap, 
spnng, vault, bound, hop © the horse cleared the 
last jump obstacle, barrier, fence, hurdle 0 a 
jump in profits rise, leap, increase, upsurge, up- 
swing, informal hike QI woke up with a jump 
start, jerk, involuntary movement, spasm 

■ Jump the gun ( informal) act prematurely, act 
too soon, be over-hasty, be precipitate; informal 
be ahead of oneself 

■ Jump to It (informal) hurry up, get a move on, 
be quick, informal get cracking, shake a leg, look 
lively, look sharp, pull one’s finger out; Bnt in- 
formal get one’s skates on, stir one’s stumps; N 
Amer informal get a wiggle on, Austral /NZ informal 
get a wnggle on, dated make haste 

jumper (Bnt) ►noun sweater, pullover, jersey, 
informal woolly 

jumpy ►adjective (informal) ©he was tired and 
jumpy, nervous, on edge, edgy, tense, nervy, 
anxious, ill at ease, uneasy, restless, fidgety, 
keyed up, overwrought, on tenterhooks, informal 
a bundle of nerves, jittery, like a cat on a hot 
tin roof, uptight, het up, in a tizz/tizzy, Bnt in- 
formal strung up, like a cat on hot bncks, N 
Amer informal spooky, squirrelly, antsy; Austral / NZ 
informal toey Qjumpy black-and-white footage * 
jerky, jolting, lurching, bumpy, jamng, fitful, 
convulsive. 

-opposites calm. 

Junction ►noun ©the junction between the roof 
and the wall join, joint, intersection, bond, 
seam, connection, juncture; Anatomy commis- 
sure. ©the junction of the two rivers : confluence. 
convergence, meeting point, conflux, juncture 
©turn right at the next junction: crossroads. 
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intersection, interchange, T-junction, turn, 
turn-off, exit, Bnt roundabout; N Amer turnout, 
cloverleaf 

Juncture ^noun ©at this Juncture, I am unable 
to tell you point (in time), time, moment (in 
time); period, phase © the juncture of the pipes 
See junction sense 1 © the juncture of the rivers 
See junction sense 2 

jungle ► noun Q the Amazon jungle • tropical 
forest, (tropical) rainforest ©a jungle of bur 
eaucracy complexity, confusion, complication, 
chaos; labyrinth, maze, tangle, web 

Junior ► adjective Q the junior members of the fam- 
ily younger, youngest © a junior minister low- 
ranking, lower-ranking, subordinate, lesser, 
lower, minor, secondary ©John White Junior 
the Younger, Bnt minor, N Amer II, the Second 
-opposites senior, older 

Junk (informal) ►noun an attic full of junk rubbish, 
clutter, odds and ends, bits and pieces, bnc-a- 
brac, refuse, litter, scrap, waste, debris, de- 
tntus, dross, Bnt lumber, N Amer garbage, 
trash. Austral /NZ mullock, Bnt informal odds and 
sods 

► verb junk all the rubbish throw away/out, dis- 
card. get nd of, dispose of, scrap, toss out, jetti- 
son, informal chuck (away/out). dump, ditch, bin, 
get shut of, Bnt informal get shot of 

junket ► noun ( informal) celebration, party, jam- 
boree, feast, festivity, spree, excursion, outing, 
tnp, jaunt, informal bash, shindy, shindig, Bnt in- 
formal beanfeast, jolly, bunfight. beano; Austral in- 
formal jollo 

junta ►noun faction, cabal, clique, party, set, 
ring, gang, league, confederacy, histoncal junto 

jurisdiction ► noun ©an area under French jur- 
isdiction authority, control, power, dominion, 
rule, administration, command, sway, leader- 
ship, sovereignty, hegemony Qforeign jurisdic- 
tions territory, region, province, district, area, 
domain, realm 

just ► adjective ©a just and democratic society 
fair, fair-minded, equitable, even-handed, im- 
partial, unbiased, objective, neutral, disinter- 
ested, unprejudiced, open-minded, non-parti- 
san, honourable, upright, decent, honest, right- 
eous, moral, virtuous, principled ©a just re- 
ward (well) deserved, (well) earned, merited, 
nghtfill, due, fitting, appropriate, suitable, for- 
mal condign, archaic meet Qjust criticism valid, 
sound, well founded, justified, justifiable, war- 
ranted, legitimate 

-opposites unfair, undeserved, unfair 

► adverb ©I just saw him a moment/second ago, a 
short time ago, very recently, not long ago 
Q she’s just right for him exactly, precisely, ab- 
solutely, completely, totally, entirely, perfectly, 
utterly, wholly, thoroughly, in all respects, infor- 
mal down to the ground, to a T. dead ©we just 


made it' narrowly, only just, by a hair’s 
breadth, by the skin of one’s teeth, barely, 
scarcely, hardly, informal by a whisker ©she’s 
just a child * only, merely, simply, (nothing) but, 
no more than, ©the colour’s just fantastic real- 
ly. absolutely, completely, entirely, totally, 
quite, indeed, truly 

■ just about (informal) nearly, almost, practical- 
ly, all but, well-nigh, mgh on, virtually, as good 
as, more or less, to all intents and purposes, in- 
formal pretty much. 

Justice ► noun ©7 appealed to his sense of justice: 
fairness, justness, fair play, fair-mindedness, 
equity, equitableness, even-handedness, impar- 
tiality, objectivity, neutrality, disinterestedness, 
honesty, nghteousness, morals, morality ©the 
justice of his case validity, justification, sound- 
ness, well-foundedness, legitimacy ©an order 
made by the justices judge, magistrate, recorder, 
sheriff, N Amer junst, Bnt informal beak 

Justifiable ► adjective valid, legitimate, war- 
ranted, well founded, justified, just, reasonable; 
defensible, tenable, supportable, acceptable. 
-opposites indefensible 

justification ► noun grounds, reason, basis, 
rationale, premise, rationalization, vindication, 
explanation, defence, argument, apologia, apol- 
ogy, case 

justify ►verb © directors must justify the expend- 
iture give grounds for, give reasons for, give a 
justification for, explain, give an explanation 
for, account for, defend, answer for, vindicate. 
Qthe situation Justified further investigation, war 
rant, be good reason for, be a justification for. 

Justly ► adverb ©he is justly proud of his achieve- 
ment justifiably, with (good) reason, legitim- 
ately, nghtly, rightfully, deservedly © they were 
treated justly * fairly, with fairness, equitably, 
even-handedly, impartially, without bias, ob- 
jectively, without prejudice, informal fairly and 
squarely 

-opposites unjustifiably 

jut ► verb stick out, project, protrude, bulge 
out, overhang, obtrude, archaic be imminent 

juvenile ►adjective © juvenile offenders young, 
teenage, adolescent, junior, pubescent, pre- 
pubescent ©juvenile behaviour childish, imma- 
ture, puenle, infantile, babyish, jejune, inex- 
perienced, callow, green, unsophisticated, 
naive, foolish, silly 
-opposites adult, mature 

► noun many victims qre juveniles young person, 
youngster, child, teenager, adolescent, minor, 
junior, informal kid 
-opposites adult 

juxtapose ►verb place side by side, set side 
by side, mix, compare, contrast. 





kaleidoscopic ► adjective O kaleidoscopic 
shapes multicoloured, many-coloured, multi- 
colour. many-hued. vanegated, particoloured, 
vancoloured, psychedelic, rainbow, polychro- 
matic © the kaleidoscopic political landscape 
ever-changing, changeable, shifting, fluid, pro- 
tean. vanable, inconstant, fluctuating, unpre- 
dictable, impermanent ©the kaleidoscopic world 
we are living in multifaceted, varied, complex, 
intncate. complicated 
-opposites monochrome, constant 

kaput ( informal) ► adjective the TV’s kaput broken, 
malfunctioning, broken-down, inoperative, infor- 
mal conked out 

■ go kaput break down, go wrong, stop work- 
ing, informal conk out 

keel ► noun the upturned keel of the boat base, 
bottom (side), underside 

■ keel over Q the boat keeled over capsize, turn 
turtle, turn upside down, founder, overturn, 
turn over, tip over ©the slightest activity made 
him keel over collapse, faint, pass out, black 
out, lose consciousness, swoon 

keen 1 ► adjective O his publishers were keen to cap- 
italize on his success eager, anxious, intent, im- 
patient. determined, ambitious, informal ranng, 
itching, dying ©a keen birdwatcher enthusias 
tic, avid, eager, ardent, passionate, fervent, fer- 
vid, impassioned, conscientious, committed, 
dedicated, zealous ©they are keen on horses | a 
girl he was keen on enthusiastic, interested, pas- 
sionate. attracted to. fond of, taken with, smit- 
ten with, enamoured of, infatuated with, infor- 
mal struck on, gone on. mad about, crazy 
about, nuts about ©a keen cutting edge sharp, * 
sharpened, honed, razor-sharp ©keen eyesight 
acute, sharp, discerning, sensitive, perceptive, 
clear ©a keen mind acute, penetrating, astute, 
incisive, sharp, perceptive, piercing, razor- 
sharp, perspicacious, shrewd, discerning, 
clever, intelligent, brilliant, bright, smart, wise, 
canny, percipient, insightful © a keen wind 
cold, icy, freezing, harsh, raw, bitter, penetrat- 
ing. piercing, biting ©a keen sense of duty in 
tense, acute, fierce, passionate, burning, fer- 
vent, ardent, strong, powerful 
-opposites reluctant, unenthusiastic 

keen 2 ►verb the bereaved gathered to keen lam 
ent, mourn, weep, cry, sorrow, grieve, wail, 
ululate; archaic plain 

keenness ►noun ©the company’s keenness to 
sign a deal eagerness, willingness, readiness, 
impatience, enthusiasm, fervour, wholeheart- 
edness. zest. zeal, ardour, passion, avidity 
©the keenness of the blade sharpness, razor- 
sharpness. © keenness of hearing acuteness. 
sharpness, sensitivity, perceptiveness, clanty 
o the keenness of his mind, acuity, sharpness, m- 
cisiveness, astuteness, perspicacity, perceptive- 
ness, shrewdness, insight, cleverness, discern- 
ment, intelligence, brightness, brilliance, can- 
niness © the keenness of his sense of loss, inten 
sity, acuteness, strength, power, ferocity 


koop 1 ► verb ©you should keep all the old forms 
retain (possession of), hold on to, keep hold 
of, not part with, save, store, put by/aside, set 
aside, N Amer set by, informal hang on to, stash 
away © I tried to keep calm remain, continue to 
be, stay, carry on being, persist in being ©he 
keeps going on about the murder persist in, keep 
on, carry on, continue, do something constant- 
ly © I shan't keep you long detain, keep waiting, 
delay, hold up, retard, slow down ©most 
people kept the rules | he had to keep his promise 
comply with, obey, observe, conform to, abide 
by. adhere to, stick to, heed, follow, fulfil, 
carry out, act on, make good, honour, keep to, 
stand by Q keeping the old traditions preserve. 
keep alive/up, keep going, carry on, perpetu- 
ate, maintain, uphold, sustain ©the stand 
where her umbrella was kept store, house, stow, 
put (away), place, deposit ©the shop keeps a 
good stock of parchment (have in) stock, carry, 
have (for sale), hold ©he stole to keep his family 
provide (food) for, support, feed, keep alive, 
maintain, sustain, take care of, look after 
CD she keeps rabbits breed, rear, raise, farm, 
own. have as a pet CD his parents kept a shop 
manage, run, own, be the proprietor of ©God 
keep you look after, care for, take care of, 
mind, watch over, protect, keep safe, pieserve. 
defend, guard © today people do not keep the 
Sabbath observe respect, honour, hold sacred, 
celebrate, mark, commemorate 
-opposites throw away, break, abandon 

► noun money to pay for his keep maintenance, up- 
keep, sustenance, board (and lodging), food, 
livelihood 

■ for keeps ( informal) forever, for ever and 
ever, for evermore, for always, for good (and 
all), permanently, m perpetuity, informal until 
kingdom come, until doomsday, archaic for aye 

■ keep at persevere with, persist with, keep 
going with, cany on with, press on with, work 
away at, continue with, informal stick at, peg 
away at, plug away at, hammer away at 

■ keep something back © she kept back some 
of the money (keep in) reserve, put by /aside, set 
aside, retain, hold back, keep, hold on to. not 
part with, N Amer set by, informal stash away 
©she kept back the details conceal, keep secret, 
keep hidden, withhold, suppress, keep quiet 
about, ©she could hardly keep back her tears sup 
press, stifle, choke back, fight back, hold 
back/m, repress, keep in check, contain, 
smother, swallow, bite back 

■ keep from refrain from, stop oneself, re- 
strain oneself from, prevent oneself from, for- 
bear from, avoid 

■ keep someone from something © he could 
hardly keep himself from laughing, prevent, stop, 
restrain, hold back ©keep them from harm pre 
serve, protect, keep safe, guard, shield, shel- 
ter, safeguard, defend 

■ keep something from someone keep se 
cret, keep hidden, hide, conceal, withhold; in- 
formal keep dark 
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■ keep off Qkeep off private land stay off, not 
enter, keep/stay away from, not trespass on 
QMaud tried to keep off political subjects avoid, 
steer clear of, stay away from, evade, sidestep, 
informal duck ©you should keep off alcohol ab 
stain from, do without, refrain from, give up, 
forgo, not touch, informal swear off, formal for- 
swear Q1 hope the ram keeps off stay away, 
hold off, not start, not begin 

■ keep on ©they kept on working continue, go 
on. carry on, persist in, persevere in, soldiei 
on, struggle on, keep going Qthe commander 
kept on about vigilance talk constantly, talk 
endlessly, keep talking, go on (and on), rant 
on, informal harp on. witter on, rabbit on 

■ keep someone on continue to employ, re- 
tain in one’s service, not dismiss, not sack 

■ keep on at nag. go on at. harp on at, 
badger, chivvy, harass, hound, pestei, informal 
hassle 

■ keep to ©I’ve got to keep to the rules obey, 
abide by, observe, follow, comply with, adhere 
to, respect, keep, stick to, be bound by Qkeep 
to the path follow, stick to, stay on © please 
keep to the point stick to. restnct oneself to, 
confine oneself to 

■ keep someone under keep in subjection, 
hold down, keep down, subdue, suppress, re- 
press, oppress, informal squash, trample on 

■ keep something up continue (with), keep 
on with, keep going, cariy on with, persist 
with, persevere with 

■ keep up with ©she walked fast to keep up with 
him keep pace with, keep abreast of. match, 
equal Qhe kept up with events at home keep in 
formed about, keep up to date with, keep 
abreast of, informal keep tabs on ©they kept up 
with him by Christmas cards remain in contact 
with, stay m touch with, maintain contact 
with, keep up one’s friendship with 

keep 2 ► noun the enemy stormed the keep fort 
ress, fort, stionghold, tower, donjon, castle, 
citadel, bastion 

keeper ► noun ©keeper of the archives curator, 
custodian, guardian, admimstratoi , overseer, 
steward, caretaker ©the keeper of an inn pro 
prietor, owner, master/mistress, landlord/ 
landlady Qyou’re not her keeper guardian, pro- 
tector, guard, minder, chaperon/chaperone, 
carer, nursemaid, nurse 

keeping ► noun the document is in the keeping of 
the county archivist safe keeping, care, custody, 
charge, possession, trust, protection 

■ In keeping with consistent with, m har- 
mony with, m accord with, in agreement with, 
m line with, in character with, compatible 
with, appropriate to, befitting, suirable for 

keepsake ► noun memento, souvenir, remind- 
er, remembrance, token 

keg knoun barrel, cask. vat. butt, tun, hogs- 
head, histoncal firkin 

ken ► noun knowledge, awareness, perception, 
understanding, grasp, comprehension, realiza- 
tion, appreciation, consciousness 

kernel ► noun Qthe kernel of a nut. seed, grain, 
core; nut. Qthe kernel of the argument, essence, 
core, heart, essentials, quintessence, funda- 
mentals. basics, nub, gist, substance; informal 
mtty-gntty ©a kernel of truth, nucleus, germ, 
grain, nugget 


key ►noun ©/ put my key in the lock door key. 
latchkey, pass key, master key. Qthe key to the 
mystery | the key to success, answer, clue, solu- 
tion, explanation, basis, foundation, requisite, 
precondition, means, way, route, path, pass- 
port, secret, formula © (Music) a minor key 
tone, pitch, timbre, tone colour ©an austerely 
intellectual key style, character mood, vein, 
spirit, feel, feeling, flavour, quality, atmos- 
phere 

► adjective a key figure crucial, central, essential, 
indispensable, pivotal, critical, dominant, vital, 
principal, prime, chief, major, leading, main, 
important, significant 
-opposites peripheral 
keyboard ► noun. See list 


Keyboard Instruments 

accordion 

melodica 

American organ 

Moog synthesizer 

calliope 

(trademark) 

carillon 

Novachord 

celesta 

ondes martenot 

chamber organ 

organ 

cinema organ 

pianino 

clavichord 

piano 

davlcytherlum 

piano accordion 

clavier 

pianoforte 

computer organ 

pianola 

dulcitone 

pipe organ 

electric organ 

player-piano 

electronic organ 

portative organ 

fortepiano 

positive organ 

grand piano 

reed organ 

Hammond organ 

spinet 

(trademark) 

stylophone 

harmonium 

synthesizer 

harpsichord 

upright piano 

mellotron 

virginals 

melodeon 

Wurlltzer (trademark) 


keynote ► noun theme, salient point, gist, sub- 
stance, burden, tenor, pith, marrow, essence, 
heart, core, basis, essential feature/element 
keystone ►noun Qthe keystone of the door 
cornerstone, central stone, quoin Qthe key - 
stone of the government’s policy, foundation, basis, 
linchpin, cornerstone, base, (guiding) principle, 
core, heart, centre, crux, fundament 
kibosh 

■ put the kibosh on (informal) put a stop to, 
stop, halt, put an end to, quash, block, cancel, 
scotch, thwart, .prevent, suppress, informal put 
paid to, stymie, Bnt informal scupper 
kick ► verb © her attacker kicked her • boot, strike 
with the foot, Bnt informal put the boot into 
© (informal) he was struggling to kick his drug habit 
give up, break, abandon, end, stop, cease, de- 
sist from, renounce, informal shake, pack in, 
leave off, quit ©the gun kicked hard recoil, 
spring back 

► noun ©a kick on the knee, blow with the foot, in- 
formal boot © ( informal) I get a kick out of driving a 
racing car. thrill, excitement, stimulation, tin- 
gle; fun, enjoyment, amusement, pleasure, 
gratification; informal buzz, high, N Amer informal 
charge © (informal) a drink with a powerful kick. 
potency, stimulant effect, strength, power, 
tang, zest, bite, piquancy, edge, pungency; infor- 
mal punch O (informal) a health kick, craze, en- 
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thusiasm. obsession, mania, passion, fashion, 
vogue, trend, informal fad 

■ kick against resist, rebel against, oppose, 
struggle/fight against, defy, disobey, reject, 
spurn 

■ kick somoons/somethlng around ( informal) 

©we are undervalued and get kicked around 
abuse, mistreat, maltreat, push around/about, 
trample on, take for granted, informal boss 
about/around, walk all over © they began to kick 
ideas around * discuss, talk over, debate, thrash 
out, consider, toy with, play with 

■ kick back (N Amer informal) relax, unwind, 
take it easy, rest, slow down, let up, ease up/ 
off. sit back, N Amer informal chill out, hang 
loose 

■ kick off ( informal ) start, commence, begin, 
get going, get off the ground, get under way, 
open, start off, set m motion, launch, initiate, 
introduce, inaugurate, usher in 

■ kick someone out ( informal) expel, eject, 
throw out, oust, evict, get nd of, axe, dismiss, 
discharge; informal chuck out, send packing, 
boot out, give someone their marching orders, 
sack, fire. Brit informal turf out, N Amer informal 
give someone the bum’s rush 

kickback ► noun © the Wckback from the gun 
recoil, kick, rebound. © ( informal) they paid kick - 
backs to politicians : bribe, payment, inducement; 
N Amer payola, informal pay-off, sweetener, back- 
hander 

kick-off ► noun ( informal) beginning, start, com- 
mencement, outset, opening. 

kid 1 ► noun ( informal) she has three kids: child, 
youngster, little one, baby, toddler, tot. infant, 
boy/girl, young person, minor, juvenile, adoles- 
cent, teenager, youth, stripling, offspring, son/ 
daughter, Scottish bairn; informal kiddie, nipper, 
kiddiewink, shaver, young ‘un. Bnt informal 
sprog; N Amer informal rug rat; Austral /NZ ankle 
biter, derogatory brat, poetic/ literary babe 

kid 2 ►verb ( informal) ©I’m not kidding: joke, 
tease, jest, chaff, be facetious, fool about/* 
around, Informal pull someone’s leg. have on, 
rib; Brit informal wind up, N Amer informal pull 
someone’s chain, fun, shuck ©why did I kid 
myself that I'd succeed? delude, deceive, fool, 
trick, hoodwink, hoax, beguile, dupe, gull; infor - 
mal con, pull the wool over someone’s eyes, 
poetic/ literary cozen 

kidnap ► veib abduct, carry off, capture, seize, 
snatch, take as hostage; Brit Informal nobble. 

kill ► verb O gangs killed twenty-seven people mur 
der, take/end the life of. make away with, as- 
sassinate. eliminate, terminate, dispatch, finish 
off, put to death, execute; slaughter, butcher, 
massacre, wipe out. annihilate, exterminate, li- 
quidate. mow down, shoot down, cut down, 
cut to pieces; informal bump off, polish off, do 
away with, do m, knock off, top, take out, 
croak, stiff, blow away, dispose of. Af Amer infor - 
mal ice, rub out, waste, whack, scrag, smoke; 
poetic/ literary slay © this would kill all hopes of pro- 
gress: destroy, put an end to, end, extinguish, 
dash, quash, ruin, wreck, shatter, smash, 
crush, scotch, thwart; informal put paid to, put 
the kibosh on, stymie; Brit informal scupper, 
©we had to kHJ several hours at the airport: while 
away, fill (up), occupy, beguile, pass, spend, 
waste. © (informal) you must rest or youV kill your 
self, exhaust, wear out, tire out, overtax, over- 


tire, fatigue, weaiy. sap, dram, enervate, pros- 
trate, informal knock out, shatter; Bnt informal 
knacker © ( informal) my feet were killing me hurt, 
cause pam to, torture, torment, cause discom- 
fort to, be painful, be sore, be uncomfortable 
0 {informal) the music kills me every time I hear it 
overwhelm, take someone’s breath away, 
move, stir, stun, amaze, stagger, informal bowl 
over, blow away, knock sideways, blow 
someone’s mind ©the engines were at a low rev 
to kill the noise muffle, deaden, stifle, dampen, 
damp down, smother, reduce, dimmish, de- 
crease, suppress, tone down, moderate ©a 
shot to kill the pam alleviate, assuage, soothe, 
allay, dull, blunt, deaden, stifle, suppress, sub- 
due ©( informal) the message has been killed de 
lete. wipe out, erase, remove, destroy, cut 
(out), cancel, informal zap © {informal) Congress 
killed the bill, veto, defeat, vote down, rule 
against, reject, throw out, overrule, overturn, 
put a stop to, quash, squash © (informal) Noel 
killed the engine turn OFr, switch off, stop, shut 
off/down, cut (out) 

-RELATED TERMS -cide 

► noun ©the hunter's kill prey, quarry, victim, 
bag © the wolf was moving in for the kill death 
blow, killing, dispatch, finish, end, coup de 
grace 

killer ► noun © police are searching for the killer 
murderer, assassin, slaughterer, butcher, serial 
killer, gunman, exterminator, terminator, exe- 
cutioner, informal hit man. poetic/ literary slayer, 
dated homicide © a major killer cause of death, 
fatal/deadly illness, threat to life 

killing ► noun a brutal killing murder, assassin- 
ation. homicide, manslaughter, elimination, 
putting/doing to death, execution, slaughter, 
massacre, butchery, carnage, bloodshed, exter- 
mination, annihilation, poetic/ literary slaying 

► adjective ©a killing blow deadly, lethal, fatal, 
mortal, death-dealing, murderous, homicidal. 
poetic/ literary deathly © ( informal ) a killing schedule 
exhausting, gruelling, punishing, taxing, drain- 
ing, wearing, prostrating, crushing, tinng, fa- 
tiguing. debilitating, enervating, arduous, 
tough, demanding, onerous, strenuous, rigor- 
ous, infonnal murderous; Bnt informal knackering 
0 (informal) the suspense is killing: unbearable, in- 
tolerable, unendurable, insupportable © (infor- 
mal, dated) that’s absolutely killing: hilarious, hys- 
terically funny, uproarious, riotous, comical, 
amusing; informal priceless, side-splitting. 

■ make a killing (informal) make a large profit, 
make a/one’s fortune, make money, informal 
clean up, make a packet, make a pretty penny; 
Brit informal make a bomb, N Amer informal make 
big bucks 

killjoy ► noun spoilsport, prophet of doom, in- 
formal wet blanket, party-pooper, misery; Aus- 
tral /NZ informal wowser 

kilter 

■ out of kilter awry, off balance, unbalanced, 
out of order, disordered, confused, muddled, 
out of tune, out of step. 

kin ►noun their own kin relatives, relations, 
family (members), kindred, kith and kin; kins- 
folk, kinsmen, kinswomen, people; infonnal 
folks. 

► adjective my uncle was kin to the brothers' related, 
akin, allied, connected with, consanguineous; 
formal cognate. 
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kind 1 ► noun O all kinds of gifts | the kinds of bird 
that could be seen sort, type, variety, style, 
form, class, category, genre, genus, species, 
race, breed. © they were different in kind | the first 
of its kind character, nature, essence, quality, 
disposition, make-up, type, style, stamp, man- 
ner, description, mould, cast, temperament, 
ilk, N Amer stripe 

■ kind of ( informal) rather, quite, fairly, some- 
what, a little, slightly, a shade, informal sort of, a 
bit, kmda, pretty, a touch, a tad 

kind 2 ► adjective she is such a kind and caring per 
son kindly, good-natured, kind-hearted, warm- 
hearted, caring, affectionate, loving, warm, 
considerate, helpful, thoughtful, obliging, un- 
selfish. selfless, altruistic, good, attentive, com- 
passionate, sympathetic, understanding, big- 
hearted. benevolent, benign, friendly, neigh- 
bourly, hospitable, well meaning, public- 
spmted, generous, liberal, open-handed, boun- 
tiful, beneficent, munificent, benignant, Bnt in- 
formal decent 

-opposites inconsiderate, mean 
kind-hearted * adjective kind, canng. warm- 
hearted, kindly, benevolent, good-natured, ten- 
der. warm, compassionate, sympathetic, under- 
standing, indulgent, altruistic, benign, benefi- 
cent. benignant 

kindle ► verb Qhe kindled a fire light, ignite, 
set alight, set light to. set fire to, put a match 
to ©Elvis kindled my interest in music rouse, 
arouse, wake, awaken, stimulate, inspire, stir 
(up), excite, evoke, provoke, fire, inflame, trig- 
ger, activate, spark off, poetic/ literary waken, en- 
kindle 

-opposites extinguish 

kindliness ► noun kindness, benevolence, 
warmth, gentleness, tenderness, care, human- 
ity. sympathy, compassion, understanding, gen- 
erosity, chanty, kind-heartedness, warm- 
heartedness, thoughtfulness, solicitousness 

kindly ► adjective a kindly old lady benevolent, 
kind, kind-hearted, warm-hearted, generous, 
good-natured, gentle, warm, compassionate, 
caring, loving, benign, well meaning, helpful, 
thoughtful, considerate, good-hearted, nice, 
friendly, neighbourly, Bnt informal decent. 
-opposites unkind, cruel 
► adverb ©she spoke kindly benevolently, good- 
naturedly. warmly, affectionately, tenderly, lov- 
ingly, compassionately; considerately, thought- 
fully, helpftilly, obligingly, generously, selfless- 
ly, unselfishly, sympathetically © kindly explain 
what you mean please, if you please, if you 
wouldn’t mind, have the goodness to, archaic 
prithee, pray 

-opposites unkmdly, harshly 
■ not take kindly to resent, object to, take 
umbrage at, take exception to, take offence at, 
be annoyed by, be irritated by, feel aggrieved 
about, be upset by. 

kindness ► noun Qhe thanked her for her kind- 
ness • kindliness, kind-heartedness, warm- 
heartedness, affection, warmth, gentleness, 
concern, care; consideration, considerateness, 
helpfulness, thoughtfulness, unselfishness, self- 
lessness. altruism, compassion, sympathy, 
understanding, big-heartedness, benevolence, 
benignity, friendliness, neighbourliness, hospi- 
tality. public-spiritedness; generosity, magna- 
nimity, charitableness; Bnt informal decency. 


©she has done us many a kindness • kind act, good 
deed, good turn, favour, service 

kindred ► noun Qhis mother's kindred family, 
relatives, relations, kin, kith and kin, one’s 
own flesh and blood, kinsfolk, kinsmen, kins- 
women, people, informal folks Qties of kindred 
kinship, family ties, being related, (blood) rela- 
tionship, consanguinity, common ancestry 
► adjective O industrial relations and kindred subjects 
related, allied, connected, comparable, simi- 
lar, like, parallel, associated, analogous, formal 
cognate ©a kindred spirit like-minded, in sym- 
pathy. in harmony, in tune, of one mind, on 
the same wavelength, akin, similar, like, com- 
patible 

-opposites unrelated, alien 

king ► noun O the king of France ruler, sover- 
eign, monarch, crowned head, Crown, em- 
peror, pnnce, potentate, lord © [informal) the 
king of world football star, leading light, lumi- 
nary, superstar, giant, master, informal supremo, 
megastar 

■ a king’s ransom a huge amount, a vast sum, 
informal a (small) fortune, a mint, a packet, a 
pretty penny, big money, Bnt informal a bomb, N 
Amer informal big bucks, Austral informal big bick- 
les 

kingdom ►noun Ohis kingdom stretched to the 
sea realm, domain, dominion, country, em- 
pire, land, nation, (sovereign) state, province, 
territory Q Henry’s little kingdom, domain, prov- 
ince. realm, sphere, dominion, territory, arena, 
zone Qthe plant kingdom division, category, 
classification, grouping, group 

kingly ► adjective Q kingly power royal, regal, 
monarchical, sovereign, imperial, princely 
Q kingly robes regal, majestic, stately, noble, 
lordly, dignified, distinguished, courtly, splen- 
did. magnificent, grand, glorious, nch, gor- 
geous, resplendent, princely, superb, sumptu- 
ous, informal splendiferous 

kink ► noun Q your fishing line should have no 
kinks in it curl, twist, twirl, loop, cnnkle; knot, 
tangle, entanglement ©a kink in the road 
bend, comer, dog-leg. twist, turn, curve; Bnt 
hairpin bend © there are still some kinks to iron 
out flaw, defect, imperfection, problem, com- 
plication. hitch, snag, shortcoming, weakness, 
informal hiccup, glitch © their sartorial kinks, pe 
culiarity, quirk, idiosyncrasy, eccentricity, odd- 
ity, foible, whim, caprice 

kinky ► adjective* Q {informal) a kinky relationship- 
perverted, abnormal, deviant, unnatural, de- 
praved, degenerate, perverse; Informal pervy 
© (informal) kinky underwear provocative, sexy, 
sexually arousing, erotic, titillating, naughty, 
indecent, immodest. Bnt mfonnal saucy. QCatn- 
ona's long kinky hair curly, cnmped, curled, 
curling, frizzy, frizzed, wavy 

kinsfolk ► noun relatives, relations, kin, kin- 
dred, family, kith and kin, kinsmen, kins- 
women, people; informal folks 

kinship ► noun © of kinship: relationship, 
being related, family ties, blood ties, common 
ancestry, kindred, consanguinity. © she felt kin - 
ship with the others, affinity, sympathy, rapport, 
harmony, understanding, empathy, closeness, 
fellow feeling, bond, compatibility; similarity, 
likeness, correspondence, concordance. 
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kinsman 9 kinswoman ►noun relative. 
relation, family member, cousin, uncle, 
nephew, aunt, niece 

kiosk ► noun booth, stand, stall, counter, news- 
stand 

kismet ►noun fate, destiny, fortune, provi- 
dence. God's will, one’s lot (in life), karma, pre- 
destination, preordination, predetermination, 
luck, chance, poetic/ literary one’s dole 

kiss ► verb ©he kissed her on the lips give a kiss 
to, brush one’s lips against, blow a kiss to, air- 
kiss, informal peck, give a smacker to, smooch, 
canoodle, neck, pet, Bnt informal snog. N Amer in- 
formal buss, informal, dated spoon, formal osculate 
©allow your foot just to kiss the floor brush 
(against), caress, touch (gently), stroke, skim 
over 

► noun ©a toss on the cheek air kiss, French kiss, 
X. informal peck, smack, smacker, smooch, Bnt in- 
formal snog, N Amer informal buss, formal oscula- 
tion ©the kiss of the flowers against her cheeks 
gentle touch, caress, brush, stroke 

kit ► noun ©his tool kit equipment, tools, imple- 
ments, instruments, gadgets, utensils, appli- 
ances. tools of the trade, gear, tackle, hard- 
ware. paraphernalia, mfomial things, stuff, the 
necessary, Military accoutrements © ( Bnt informal) 
their football kit clothes, clothing, ng, outfit, 
dress, costume, garments, attire, garb, gear, 
get-up, ng-out, formal apparel 0 u model aircraft 
kit set (of parts), DIY kit, do-it-yourself kit, 
self-assembly set, flat-pack Q (informal) we packed 
up all our kit. belongings, luggage, baggage, 
paiaphemalia, effects, impedimenta, informal 
things, stuff, gear, Bnt informal clobber 
■ kit someone/something out equip, fit 
(out/up), furnish, supply, provide, issue, dress, 
clothe, array, attire, ng out, deck out, informal 
fix up 

kitchen ► noun kitchenette, kitchen-diner, 
cooking area, galley, cookhouse, N Amer cook- 
ery 

kittenish ►adjective playful, light-hearted, 
skittish, lively; coquettish, flirtatious, frivolous, 
flippant, superficial, tnvial, shallow, silly, infor- 
mal flirty, dizzy, poetic /literary frolicsome 
-opposites serious 

knack ► noun Q a knack for making money | it 
takes practice to acquire the knack gift, talent, 
flair, genius, instinct, faculty, ability, capabil- 
ity, capacity, aptitude, aptness, bent, forte, fa- 
cility, technique, method, trick, skill, art, ex- 
pertise, informal the hang of something © he has 
a knack of getting injured at the wrong time ten 
dency, propensity, habit, proneness, liability, 
predisposition 

knackered ►adjective ( Bnt informal) ©you look 
absolutely knackered See exhausted sense 1 
©the computer was knackered See broken sense 
3 

knapsack ► noun rucksack, backpack, haver- 
sack, pack, kitbag 

knave ► noun (archaic). See scoundrel 
knavery ► noun ( archaic ) See villainy 

knavish ►adjective (archaic). See roguish sense 
1 

knead ►verb o kneading the dough: pummel. 
work, pound, squeeze, shape, mould ©she 


kneaded the base of his neck massage, press, ma- 
nipulate, rub 

kneel ► verb fall to one’s knees, get down on 
one’s knees, genuflect, histoncal kowtow 

knell ► noun (poetic/ literary) Qthe knell of the ship's 
bell toll, tolling, dong, resounding, reverber- 
ation, death knell, archaic tocsin ©this sounded 
the knell for the project (beginning of the) end, 
death knell, death warrant 

knickers (Bnt) ►plural noun underpants, 
bnefs, Fiench knickers, camiknickers; under- 
wear. lingerie, underclothes, undergarments, 
Bnt pants, informal panties, undies, Bnt informal 
knicks, smalls, dated drawers, histoncal bloomers, 
pantalettes 

knick-knack ► noun ornament, novelty, gew- 
gaw, bibelot, tnnket, tnfle, bauble, gimcrack, 
cuno, memento, souvenir, N Amer kickshaw, N 
Amer informal tchotchke, archaic gaud, whim- 
wham, bijou 

knife ► noun a sharp knife cutting tool, blade, 
cutter, carver See list 

► verb the victims had been knifed stab, hack, gash, 
run through, slash, lacerate, cut. pierce, spike, 
impale, transfix, bayonet, spear 


Knives and Daggers 


athame 

bistoury 

bayonet 

bob 

bowle knife 
bread knife 
butter knife 
butterfly knife 
carver 

carving knife 
case knife 
clasp knife 
cleaver 

commando knife 
craft knife 
dagger 
dirk 

drawknife 

fish knife 

flensing knife 

flesher 

flick knife 

Frenchman 

hunting knife 

jackknife 

klrpan 

kris 

kukri 


lancet 

machete 

misericord 

panga 

paperknife 

parang 

penknife 

pocket knife 

poniard 

pruning knife 

sai 

scalpel 
scramasax 
sheath knife 
skean-dhu 
Stanley knife 
( trademark ) 
steak knife 
stiletto 

Swiss Army knife 
(trademark) 
switchblade 
table knife 
tanto 
ulu 

utility knife 
X-acto knife 
(trademark) 


knight ► noun knights in armour: cavalier, caval- 
ryman, horseman, lord, noble, nobleman; histor- 
ical chevalier, paladin, banneret. 

■ knight in shining armour knight on a white 
charger, rescuer, saviour, champion, hero, de- 
fender, protector, guardian (angel). 

knightly ► adjective Q tales of knightly deeds. 
gallant, noble, valiant, heroic, courageous, 
brave, bold, valorous; chivalrous, courteous, 
honourable, ©the knightly classes: upper-class, 
well bom, noble, aristocratic; archaic gentle. 
-opposites ignoble, low-bom. 
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knit ► verb Q disparate regions began to knit to- 
gether unite, unify, come together, draw to- 
gether, become closer, bond, fuse, coalesce, 
meige, meld, blend Owe expect broken bones to 
knit heal, mend, join, fuse Q Marcus knitted his 
brows furrow, tighten, contract, gather, wrin- 
kle 

► noun silky knits in pretty shades ■ knitted garment, 
woollen, sweater, pullover, jersey, cardigan, Bnt 
jumpier, informal woolly, Bnt informal cardy See list 

Knitting Stitches 

cable stitch plain stitch slip stitch 

garter stitch purl stitch stocking stitch 

loop stitch ribbing trellis stitch 

moss stitch shell stitch 


knob ► noun O Q black bill with a knob at the base 
lump, bump, protuberance, protrusion, bulge, 
swelling, knot, node, nodule, ball, informal boss 
©the knobs on the radio dial, button ©she 
turned the knob on the door doorknob, (door) 
handle Qa few knobs of butter nugget, lump, 
pat, ball, dollop, piece, N Amer informal gob 

knock ►verb ©he knocked on the door bang, 
tap, rap, thump, pound, hammer, strike, hit, 
beat, ©she knocked her knee on the table bump, 
bang, hit, strike, crack, injure, hurt, bruise, in- 
formal bash, thwack ©he knocked into an elderly 
man collide with, bump into, bang into, be m 
collision with, run into, crash into, smash into, 
plough into, N Amer impact, informal bash into 
© (informal) I'm not knocking the company See criti 
CIZE 

► noun ©a sharp knock at the door tap, rap, rat- 
tat, knocking, bang, banging, pounding, ham- 
mering, drumming, thump, thud ©the casing 
is tough enough to withstand knocks bump, blow, 
bang, jolt, jar, shock, collision, crash, smash, 
impact ©a knock on the ear blow, bang, hit, 
slap, smack, crack, punch, cuff, thump, box, in- 
formal clip, clout, wallop, thwack, belt, bash 
© (informal) this isn't a knock on Dave See criticism 
sense 1 Q life’s hard knocks setback, reversal, 
defeat, failure, difficulty, misfortune, bad luck, 
mishap, (body) blow, disaster, calamity, disap- 
pointment, sorrow, trouble, hardship, informal 
kick in the teeth 

■ knock about/around (informal) Qknocking 
around the Mediterranean wander around, roam 
around, rove around, range over, travel 
around, journey around, voyage around, drift 
around, potter around, informal gad about, galli- 
vant around ©she knocks around with artists as 
sociate, consort, keep company, go around, 
mix, socialize, be friends, be friendly, informal 
hobnob, hang out, run around, pal around 

■ knock someone/somathing about/around 
beat (up), batter, hit, punch, thump, thrash, 
slap, maltreat, mistreat, abuse, ill-treat, assault, 
attack; N. Amer beat up on; informal rough up, do 
over, give someone a hiding, clobber, clout, 
bash, belt, whack, wallop 

■ knock something back ( informal) swallow, 
gulp down, dnnk up, quaff, guzzle, slug; informal 
down, swig, swill (down), toss off, N Amer infor- 
mal scarf (down/up), snarf (down/up) 

■ knock someone down fell, floor, flatten, 
bring down, knock to the ground; knock over, 
run over/down 


■ knock something down © the building was 
knocked down demolish, pull down, tear down, 
destroy; raze (to the ground), level, flatten, 
bulldoze. © ( mformaf) the firm has knocked down its 
prices, reduce, lower, cut, decrease, drop, put 
down, mark down, informal slash 

■ knock off (informal) stop work, finish (work- 
ing), clock off. leave work 

■ knock someone off (informal) See kill verb 
sense 1 

■ knock something off Q(Bnt informal) someone 
knocked off the video See steal verb sense 1 
© (informal) we expect you to knock off three stories a 
day produce, make, turn out. create, con- 
struct, assemble, put together, complete, fin- 
ish © (informal) knock off 10% from the bill deduct, 
take off/away, subtract, dock 

■ knock it off! (informal) stop it, informal cut it 
out, give it a rest, leave off, pack it in, lay off; 
Bnt informal give over 

■ knock someone out © I hit him and knocked 
him out knock unconscious, knock senseless, 
floor, prostrate, informal lay out. put out cold, 
KO, kayo © England was knocked out eliminate, 
beat, defeat, vanquish, overwhelm, trounce 
© (informal) walking that far knocked her out ex 
haust, wear out, tire (out), overtire, fatigue, 
weary, dram, informal do in, take it out of, fag 
out, Bnt informal knackei, N Amer informal poop 
© (informal) the view knocked me out overwhelm, 
stun, stupefy, amaze, astound, astonish, stag- 
ger, take someone’s breath away, impress, daz- 
zle, enchant, entrance, informal bowl over, flab- 
bergast, knock sideways, blow away, Bnt informal 
knock for six 

■ knock up ( Bnt mformaf) warm up, practise, hit 
a ball around 

■ knock someone up Q(Bnt informal) we were 
knocked up at five in the morning wake (up), 
awaken, call, rouse, arouse, get out of bed, get 
up, poetic/ literary waken © ( informal) he knocked her 
up make pregnant, impregnate, informal put in 
the family way, Bnt informal get in the club, ar- 
chaic get with child 

■ knock something up (Bnt informal) make 
quickly, prepare hastily, build rapidly, whip 
up, ng up. throw together, cobble together, 
improvise, contnve. informal rustle up 

knockout ► noun © the match was won by a 
knockout stunning blow, finishing blow, coup 
de gr3ce, informal KO, kayo © (informal) she’s a 
knockout 1 beauty, vision, picture, sensation, 
dream, informal stunner, dish, looker, good- 
looker, peach* cracker, Bnt informal smasher 
Q (informal) a technical knockout, masterpiece, sen- 
sation, marvel, wonder, triumph, success, feat, 
coup, master stroke, tour de force 

knoll ► noun she walked up the grassy knoll hil 
lock, mound, rise, hummock, hill, hump, tor, 
bank, ridge, elevation, Scottish brae, forma I emi- 
nence 

knot ► noun Qtie a small knot, tie, twist, loop, 
join, fastening, bond; tangle, entanglement. See 
list Qa knot in the wood nodule, gnarl. node, 
lump, knob, swelling, gall, protuberance, 
bump, archaic knar, ©a small knot of people 
cluster, group, band, huddle, bunch, circle, 
ring, gathering, company, crowd, throng 

► verb their scarves were knotted round their throats: 
tie (up), fasten, secure, bind, do up 
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Knots 


bend 

overhand knot 

Blackwall hitch 

prusik 

blood knot 

reef knot 

bow 

rolling hitch 

bowknot 

round turn and two half 

bowline 

hitches 

bowline on the bight 

running bowline 

carrtck bend 

running knot 

cat's paw 

sailor’s knot 

clinch knot 

sheepshank 

dove hitch 

sheet bend 

diamond knot 

shroud-knot 

Englishman's tie 

sHp knot 

figure-of-eight knot 

slippery hitch 

fisherman's bend 

square knot 

fisherman's knot 

surgeon's knot 

granny knot 

swab hitch 

half hitch 

thumb knot 

hangman's knot 

timber hitch 

harness hitch 

true-love knot 

hawser bend 

Turk’s head 

Hercules knot 

wall knot 

hitch 

wale knot 

loop knot 

water knot 

love knot 

weaver's knot 

Matthew Walker 

Windsor knot 

mesh knot 



knotted ► adjective tangled, tangly, knotty, 
entangled, matted, snarled, unkempt, un- 
combed, tousled, informal mussed up 

knotty ► adjective O a knotty legal problem com 
plex. complicated, involved, intricate, convo- 
luted, involuted; difficult, hard, thorny, taxing, 
awkward, tncky, problematic, troublesome 
0 knotty roots gnarled, knotted, knurled, 
nodular, knobbly, lumpy, bumpy ©a knotty 
piece of thread knotted, tangled, tangly, twist- 
ed, entangled, snarled, matted 
-opposites straightforward 

know ►verb ©she doesn't know I’m here- be 
aware, realize, be conscious, be informed, no- 
tice, perceive, see. sense, recognize; informal 
savvy, latch on 01 don't know his address have 
knowledge of, be informed of, be appnsed of, 
formal be cognizant of. ©do you know the rules 
be familiar with, be conversant with, be ac- 
quainted with, have knowledge of, be versed 
in, have mastered, have a grasp of, understand, 
comprehend, have learned, have memorized, 
informal be clued up on ©I don't know many 
people here, be acquainted with, have met, be 
familiar with; be friends with, be friendly with, 
be on good terms with, be close to, be intimate 
with, Scottish ken. informal be thick with Qhe 
had known better times: experience, go through, 
live through, undergo, taste ©my brothers don’t 
know a saucepan from a frying pan • distinguish, 
tell (apart), differentiate, discriminate, recog- 
nize, pick out, identify 

know-all ► noun (informal) wiseacre, informal 
smart alec, wise guy, smarty, smarty-pants; Bnt 
informal clever clogs, clever Dick; N Amer informal 
know-it-all 

know-how ►noun ( informal ) knowledge, ex- 
pertise, skill, skilfulness, expertness, profi- 
ciency, understanding, mastery, technique; 
ability, capability, competence, capacity, adept- 


ness, dexterity, deftness, aptitude, adroitness, 
ingenuity, faculty, informal savvy 

knowing ►adjective ©a knowing smile’ signifi 
cant, meaningful, eloquent, expressive, sug- 
gestive, arch, sly, mischievous, impish, teas- 
ing, playful © she’s a very knowing child sophis 
ticated, worldly, worldly-wise, urbane, experi- 
enced, knowledgeable, well informed, enlight- 
ened, shrewd, astute, canny, sharp, wily, per- 
ceptive © a knowing infringement of the rules de 
liberate, intentional, conscious, calculated, 
wilful, done on purpose, premeditated, precon- 
ceived, planned *■ 

knowingly ► adverb deliberately, intentional- 
ly, consciously, wittingly, on purpose, by de- 
sign, premeditatedly, wilfully 

knowledge ►noun ©his knowledge of history | 
technical knowledge understanding, comprehen- 
sion. grasp, command, mastery, expertise, skill, 
proficiency, expertness, accomplishment, 
adeptness, capacity, capability, informal know- 
how Q people anxious to display their knowledge 
learning, erudition, education, scholarship, 
schooling, wisdom ©he slipped away without my 
knowledge awareness, consciousness, realiza- 
tion. cognition, apprehension, perception, ap- 
preciation, formal cognizance ©an intimate 
knowledge of the countryside familiarity, ac- 
quaintance, conversance, intimacy 0 inform the 
police of your knowledge information, facts, intel- 
ligence. news, reports, informal info, gen 
-opposites ignorance 

knowledgeable ►adjective ©a knowledgeable 
old man well informed, learned, well read, 
(well) educated, erudite, scholarly, cultured, 
cultivated, enlightened ©he is knowledgeable 
about modem art acquainted, familiar, conver- 
sant, au courant, au fait; having a knowledge 
of, up on. up to date with, abreast of, informal 
clued up, genned up, Brit informal switched on 
-opposites ill-informed 

known ►adjective ©a known criminal recog 
nized, well known, widely known, noted, cele- 
brated, notable, notorious, acknowledged, self- 
confessed, declared, overt ©the known world 
familiar, known about, well known, studied, 
investigated 

knuckle 

■ knuckle under surrender, submit, capitu- 
late, give in/up. yield, give way, succumb, 
climb down, back down, admit defeat, lay 
down one’s arms, throw in the towel/sponge; 
informal quit, raise the white flag 

kowtow ►verb ©they kowtowed to the Emperor 
prostrate oneself, bow (down before), genu- 
flect, do/make obeisance, fall on one’s knees 
before, kneel before, ©she didn’t have to kowtow 
to a boss’ grovel, be obsequious, be servile, be 
sycophantic, fawn on, bow and scrape, toady, 
truckle, abase oneself, humble oneself; cuny 
favour with, dance attendance on, make up to. 
ingratiate oneself with; informal crawl, creep, 
suck up, lick someone’s boots; Austral. I NZ informal 
smoodge to. 

kudos ►noun prestige, cachet, gloiy, honour, 
status, standing, distinction, prestigiousness, 
fame, celebrity; admiration, respect, esteem, 
acclaim, praise, credit. 




label ► noun ©the price ts clearly stated on the 
label tag, ticket, tab, sticker, marker, docket, 
chit, chitty 0a designer label brand (name), 
trade name, trademark, make, logo, ©the label 
the media came up with for me designation, de- 
scription, tag, name, epithet, nickname, title, 
sobriquet, pet name, cognomen, formal denom- 
ination, appellation 

► verb © label each jar with the date tag, put labels 
on. tab. ticket, mark, docket © tests labelled him 
an underachiever categorize, classify, class, de- 
scribe, designate, identify, mark, stamp, brand, 
condemn, pigeonhole, stereotype, typecast, 
call, name, term, dub. nickname 

laborious ► adjective ©a laborious job ardu 
ous, hard, heavy, difficult, strenuous, gruelling, 
punishing, exacting, tough, onerous, burden- 
some, back-breaking, trying, challenging, tir- 
ing. fatiguing, exhausting, wearying, wearing, 
taxing, demanding, wearisome, tedious, bonng, 
archaic toilsome & Doug’s laborious style la 
boured, strained, forced, contrived, affected, 
stiff, stilted, unnatural, artificial, overwrought, 
heavy, ponderous, convoluted 
-opposites easy, effortless 

labour ► noun © manual labour (hard) work, 
toil, exertion, industry, drudgery, effort, don- 
key work, menial work, informal slog, grind, 
sweat, elbow grease. Bnt informal graft, poetic / 
literary travail, moil ©the conflict between capital 
and labour workers, employees, workmen, 
workforce, staff, working people, blue-collar 
workers labourers, labour force, proletariat 
©the labours of Hercules task, job, chore, mis- 
sion, assignment See list ©a difficult labour 
childbirth, birth, delivery, nativity, contrac- 
tions, labour pains, formal parturition, poetic / 
literary travail; dated confinement; archaic lying-in, 
accouchement, childbed 
-opposites rest, management 

► verb © a project on which he hod laboured for many 
years work (hard), toil, slave (away), grind 
away, struggle, strive, exert oneself, work one’s 
fingers to the bone, work like a Trojan/slave, 
informal slog away, plug away, peg away; Bnt in- 
formal graft, poeticj literary travail, archaic moil 
© Newcastle laboured to break down their defence. 
strive, struggle, endeavour, work, try hard, 
make every effort, do one’s best, do one’s ut- 
most. do all one can, give one’s all. go all out, 
fight, put oneself out. apply oneself, exert one- 
self, informal bend/ lean over backwards, pull out 
all the stops © there is no need to labour the 
point overemphasize, belabour, overstress, 
overdo, strain, overplay, make too much of, ex- 
aggerate. dwell on. harp on (about) ©Rex was 
labouring under a misapprehension ■ suffer from, 
be a victim of, be deceived by, be misled by. 

laboured ► adjective Qlaboured breathing- 
strained, difficult, forced, laborious, ©a rather 
laboured joke: contrived, strained, stilted, 
forced, unnatural, artificial, overdone, ponder- 
ous, over-elaborate, laborious, unconvincing, 
overwrought 


The Labours of Hercules 

the slaying of the Nemean lion 

the slaying of the Lemaean hydra 

the capture of the hind of Ceryneia 

the capture of the wild boar of Erymanthus 

the cleansing of the Augean stables 

the shooting of the Stymphalian birds 

the capture of the Cretan bull 

the capture of the horses of Diomedes 

the taking of the girdle of Hippolyte 

the capture of the cattle of Geryon 

the recovery of the golden apples of Hesperides 

the taking of Cerberus 

labourer ► noun workman, worker, working 
man, labouring man, manual worker, unskilled 
worker, blue-collar worker, (hired) hand, roust- 
about, drudge, menial, coolie, Austral /NZ rouse- 
about, Bnt dated navvy 

labyrinth ►noun ©a labyrinth of little streets 
maze , warren, network, complex, web, en- 
tanglement ©the labyrinth of conflicting regula- 
tions tangle, web, morass, jungle, confusion, 
entanglement, convolution, jumble, mishmash, 
archaic perplexity 

labyrinthine ►adjective O labyrinthine cor- 
ridors maze-like, winding, twisting, serpentine, 
meandering, wandering, rambling ©a labyrin- 
thine system complicated, intricate, complex, 
involved, tortuous, convoluted, involuted, tan- 
gled. elaborate, confusing, puzzling, mystify- 
ing. bewildering, baffling 

lace ►noun ©a dress trimmed with white lace 
openwork, lacework, tatting, passementerie, 
bobbinet. needlepoint (lace), filet, bobbin lace, 
pillow lace, duchesse lace, guipure, rosaline 
©b rown shoes with laces- shoelace, bootlace, 
shoestring, lacing, thong, tie; archaic latchet 

► verb © he laced up his running shoes fasten, do 
up. tie up, secure, knot ©he laced his fingers 
into mine entwine, intertwine, twine, entangle, 
interweave, link, braid, plait ©tea laced with 
rum: flavour, mix (in), blend, fortify, strength- 
en, stiffen, season, spice (up), enrich, liven up, 
doctor, adulterate, informal spike ©her brown 
hair was laced with grey streak, stnpe. striate, 
line 

-opposites untie 

■ lace Into ( informal) © Danny laced into him See 
set on at set 1 ©the newspaper laced into the 
prime minister See criticize 

lacerate ►verb CUT (open), gash, slash, tear, 
np, rend, shred, score, scratch, scrape, graze, 
wound, injure, hurt 

laceration ►noun ©the laceration of her hand 
cutting (open), gashing, slashing, tearing, rip- 
ping, scratching, scraping, grazing, wounding, 
injury, ©a bleeding laceration, gash, cut, wound, 
injury, tear, slash, scratch, scrape, abrasion, 
graze 

lachrymose ►adjective (forma!) ©she gets quite 
lachrymose at the mention of his name’ tearful. 
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weeping, crying, with tears in one’s eyes, close 
to tears, on the verge of tears, sobbing, snivel- 
ling, whimpering, emotional, sad. doleful, 
maudlin, miserable, forlorn, informal weepy, 
poetic/ literary dolorous 0 a lachrymose novel tra 
gic, sad, poignant, moving, heart-rending, tear- 
jerkmg, mawkish, sentimental, Bnt informal 
soppy 

-opposites cheerful, comic 

lack ► noun a lack of cash absence, want, need, 
deficiency, dearth, insufficiency, shortage, 
shortfall, scarcity, paucity, unavailability, 
scarceness, deficit, formal exiguity 
-opposites abundance 

► verb she's immature and lacks judgement be with- 
out, be in need of, need, be lacking, require, 
want, be short of, be deficient in, be bereft of, 
be low on, be pressed for, have insufficient, in- 
formal be strapped for 
-opposites have, possess 

lackadaisical ► adjective careless, lazy, lax, 
unenthusiastic, half-hearted, lukewarm, indif- 
ferent, unconcerned, casual, offhand, blase, in- 
souciant, relaxed, apathetic, lethargic, listless, 
sluggish, spiritless, passionless, informal laid- 
back, couldn’t-care-less, easy going 
-opposites enthusiastic 

lackey ►noun Q lackeys helped them from their 
carriage servant, flunkey, footman, manser- 
vant. valet, steward, butler, equerry, retainer, 
attendant, houseboy, domestic, Bnt informal 
skivvy, archaic scullion ©a rich man’s lackey 
toady, flunkey, sycophant, flatterer, minion, 
doormat, stooge, hanger-on, lickspittle, tool, 
puppet, instrument, pawn, subordinate, under- 
ling, informal yes-man, bootlicker 

lacking ►adjoctlve Q proof was lacking absent, 
missing, non-existent, unavailable ©the advo- 
cate general found the government lacking defi 
cient, defective, inadequate, wanting, flawed, 
faulty, insufficient, unacceptable, imperfect, in- 
ferior. ©the game was lacking in atmosphere 
without, devoid of, bereft of, deficient in, low 
on. short on. in need of 
-opposites present, plentiful 

lacklustre ► adjective uninspired, uninspiring, 
unimaginative, dull, humdrum, colourless, 
characterless, bland, insipid, vapid, flat, dry, 
lifeless, tame, prosaic, spiritless, lustreless, bor- 
ing. monotonous, dreary, tedious 
-opposites inspired 

laconic ►adjective ©his laconic comment brief, 
concise, terse, succinct, short, pithy, epigram- 
matic, aphoristic, gnomic ©their laconic press 
officer taciturn, uncommunicative, reticent, 
quiet, reserved, silent, unforthcoming, brusque 
-opposites verbose, loquacious 

lad ► noun {informal) Qa young lad of eight boy, 
schoolboy, youth, youngster, juvenile, stripling, 
informal kid, nipper, whippersnapper, Scottish in- 
formal laddie, derogatory brat © a hard-working lad 
(young) man, informal guy, fellow, geezer, Bnt in- 
formal chap, bloke, N Amer informal dude, hom- 
bre; Austral /NZ informal digger 

ladder ► noun ©she climbed down the ladder 
steps, set of steps See list © the academic ladder. 
hierarchy, scale, grading, ranking, pecking 
order. 

laden ►adjective loaded, burdened, weighed 
down, overloaded, piled high, fully charged, 


full, filled, packed, stuffed, crammed, informal 
chock-full, chock-a-block 

la-dl-da ►adjective ( informal) snobbish, preten- 
tious, affected, mannered, pompous, conceited, 
haughty, informal snooty, stuck-up, high and 
mighty, hoity-toity, uppity, snotty. Bnt informal 
posh, toffee-nosed 
-opposites common 

ladle ► verb he was ladling out the contents of the 
pot spoon out, scoop out, dish up/out, serve 
► noun a soup ladle spoon, scoop, dipper, bailer 
lady ► noun ©several ladies were present woman, 
female, Scottish & N English lass, lassie, Bnt informal 
bird, bint, N Amer informal dame, broad, jane, 
Austral /NZ informal sheila, poetic/ literary maid, dam- 
sel, archaic wench 0 lords and ladies noble 
woman, duchess, countess, peeress, viscountess, 
baroness, archaic gentlewoman 
ladylike ► adjective genteel, polite, refined, 
well bred, cultivated, polished, decorous, 
proper, respectable, seemly, well mannered, 
cultured, sophisticated, elegant, Bnt informal 
posh 

-opposites coarse 

lag ► verb fall behind, straggle, fall back, trail 
(behind), hang back, not keep pace, bring up 
the rear 

-opposites keep up 

laggard ►noun straggler, loiterer, lingerer, 
dawdler, sluggard, snail, idler, loafer, informal 
lazybones, slacker, slowcoach, N Amer informal 
slowpoke 

lagoon ► noun inland sea. bay, lake, bight, 
pool, Scottish loch, Anglo-lnsh lough, N Amer 
bayou 

laid-back ►adjective ( informal ) relaxed, easy- 
going. equable, free and easy, casual, noncha- 
lant, insouciant, unexcitable, imperturbable, 
unruffled, blase, cool, calm, {cool, calm, and 
collected}, unperturbed, unflustered, unwor- 
ned, unconcerned, leisurely, unhumed, stoical, 
phlegmatic, tolerant, informal unflappable 
-opposites uptight 

laid up ►adjective ( informal ) bedridden, confined 
to bed. on the sick list, housebound, incapaci- 
tated, injured, disabled, ill, sick, unwell, poor- 
ly, ailing, indisposed 
-opposites healthy, active 
lair ► noun © the lair of a large python den, bur- 
row, hole, tunnel, cave See list at animal ©a 
villain's lair hideaway, hiding place, hideout, 
refuge, sanctuary, haven, shelter, retreat, infor- 
mal hidey-hole 

laissez-faire ►noun laissez-faire is hosed on 
self-interest’ free enterprise, free trade, non- 
intervention. ffee-market capitalism, market 
forces 

lake ► noun pond, pool, tarn, reservoir, lagoon, 
waterhole, inland sea, Scottish loch, lochan, 
Anglo-lnsh lough; N Amer bayou, pothole (lake); 
poetic/ literary mere. See list 
-related terms lacustnne. 
lam ► verb (informal). See hit verb sense 1. 
lambaste ►verb criticize, chastise, censure, 
take to task, harangue, rail at, rant at, fulmin- 
ate against, upbraid, scold, reprimand, rebuke, 
chide, reprove, admonish, berate; informal lay 
into, pitch into, tear mto, give someone a 
dressing-down, carpet, tell off, bawl out; Bnt 
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Largest Natural Lakes 

LAKE 

LOCATION 

Baikal 

Siberia 

Balkhash 

Kazakhstan 

Bangweulu 

Zambia 

Chad 

Chad/Niger/Nigeria 

Erie 

Canada/USA 

Eyre 

Australia 

Great Bear 

Canada 

Great Slave 

Canada 

Huron 

USA/Canada 

Ladoga 

Russia 

Maracaibo 

Venezuela 

Michigan 

USA 

Nicaragua 

Nicaragua 

Nyasa 

Malawf/T anzanfa/Mozambique 

Onega 

Russia 

Ontario 

Canada/USA 

Patos 

Brazil 

Superior 

USA/Canada 

Tanganyika 

Zaire/Burundi/Tanzania/Zambia 

Titicaca 

Peru/Bolivia 

Tonle Sap 

Cambodia 

Victoria 

Uganda/Tanzania/Kenya 

Winnipeg 

Canada 


informal tick off. have a go at, N Amer informal 
chew out, formal castigate, exconate 

lame ► adjective Qthe mare was lame limping, 
hobbling, crippled, disabled, incapacitated, infor- 
mal gammy, dated game, archaic halt 0 a lame ex- 
cuse feeble, weak, thm, flimsy, poor, uncon- 
vincing. implausible, unlikely 
-opposites convincing 

lament ►noun Qthe widow's laments wail, 
wailing, lamentation, moan, moaning, weep- 
ing. crying, sob, sobbing, keening 0 a lament 
for the dead dirge, requiem, elegy, threnody, 
monody, Insh keen, Scottish & Insh coronach, for- 
mal epicedium 

► verb Qthe mourners lamented mourn, gneve, sor- 
row, wail, weep, cry, sob. keen, beat one’s 
breast, archaic plain 0 he lamented the moderniza- 
tion of the buildings bemoan, bewail, complain 
about, deplore, protest against, object to, op- 
pose. fulminate against, inveigh against, de- 
nounce 

-opposites celebrate 

lamentable ► adjective deplorable, regret- 
table, temble, awful, wretched, woeful, dire, 
disastrous, desperate, grave, appalling, dread- 
ful, egregious, intolerable, pitiful, shameful, 
sorrowful, unfortunate 
-opposites wonderful 

lamentation ► noun weeping, wailing, crying, 
sobbing, moaning, lament, keening, grieving, 
mourning 

lamp ►noun light, lantern, torch, flashlight, 
beacon 

lampoon ►verb he was mercilessly lampooned. 
satirize, mock, ridicule, make fun of, carica- 
ture, burlesque, parody, take off, guy, rag, 
tease; informal send up. 

► noun a lampoon of student life: satire, burlesque, 
parody, skit, caricature, impersonation, trav- 
esty, mockeiy, squib, pasquinade; informal send- 
up, take-off. spoof. 


lance ► noun a knight with a lance ■ spear, pike, 
javelin, harpoon 

► verb the boil was lanced cut (open), slit, incise, 
puncture, pnck, pierce 

land ► noun QLyme Park has 1323 acres of land | 
publicly owned land grounds, fields, open space, 
property, acres, acreage, estate, lands, real es- 
tate; countryside, rural area, green belt, historical 
demesne Qfertile land soil, earth, loam, top- 
soil, humus © many people are leaving the land 
the countryside, the country, rural areas 
O Tunisia is a land of variety country, nation, 
(nation) state, realm, kingdom, province, re- 
gion. area, domain Qthe lookout sighted land to 
the east terra firma, dry land, coast, coastline, 
shore 

-related terms terrestrial 

► verb Q Allied troops landed in France disembark, 
go ashore, debark, alight, get off Qthe ship 
landed at Le Havre berth, dock, moor, (drop) 
anchor, tie up. put in ©their plane landed at 
Chicago touch down, make a landing, come in 
to land, come down Qa bird landed on the 
branch perch, settle, come to rest, alight Q (in- 
formal) Nick landed the job of editor obtain, get, ac- 
quire, secure, be appointed to, gain, net, win, 
achieve, attain, bag, carry off, informal swing, Bnt 
informal blag Q (informal) that habit landed her in 
trouble bring, lead, cause to be in Q (informal) 
they landed her with the bill burden, saddle, en- 
cumber, informal dump something on someone. 
Bnt informal lumber Q (informal) John landed a 
punch on Brian's chin inflict, deal, deliver, ad- 
minister, dispense, mete out, informal fetch 
-opposites sail, take off 

■ land up finish up, find oneself, end up, infor- 
mal wind up, fetch up. show up, roll up. blow 
in 

landing ►noun Qa forced landing alighting, 
touchdown, informal greaser Qthe ferry landing 
harbour, berth, dock, jetty, landing stage, pier, 
quay, wharf, slipway 
-opposites take-off. 

landlady, landlord ►noun Qthe landlord of 
the pub publican, licensee, innkeeper, pub- 
owner, bar-keeper, hotel-keeper, hotelier, res- 
taurateur, manager, manageress Qthe landlady 
had objected to the noise property owner, pro- 
prietor, proprietress, lessor, householder, land- 
owner 

-opposites tenant 

landmark ►noun ©the spire is a landmark for 
ships marker, mark, indicator, beacon Qone of 
London’s most famous landmarks monument, dis- 
tinctive feature, prominent feature Q(histoncal ) 
the landmarks which separated the two states 
boundary marker, boundary line, boundary 
fence Qthe ruling was hailed as a landmark. 
turning point, milestone, watershed, critical 
point 

landscape ►noun scenery, countryside, top- 
ography, country, terrain, outlook, view, pro- 
spect, aspect, vista, panorama, perspective, 
sweep 

landslide ► noun Q floods and landslides’ land- 
slip, mudslide; avalanche ©the Labour land- 
slide- decisive victory, overwhelming majority, 
triumph 

lane ►noun Q country lanes: byroad, byway 
track, road, street; alley, alleyway. Q cycle lanes 



494 


language | lapsed 


| a three-lane highway track, way, course, road 
division 

language ► noun Q the structure of language ‘ 
speech, writing, communication, conversation, 
speaking, talking, talk, discourse, words, vo- 
cabulary 0 the English language tongue, 
mother tongue, native tongue, informal lingo See 
lists 0 the booklet is written in simple, everyday lan - 
guage wording, phrasing, phraseology, style, 
vocabulary, terminology, expressions, turns of 
phrase, parlance, form/mode of expression, us- 
ages. locutions, idiolect, choice of words, 
speech, dialect, patois, slang, idioms, jargon, 
argot, cant, informal lingo. 

-RELATED TERMS linguistic 


Language Croups and Families 


Afro-Asiatic 

Afgonqulan 

Altaic 

Anatolian 

Araucanian 

Arawakan 

Athabaskan 

\ustro- Asiatic 

Austronesian 

Baltic 

Balto-Slavlc 

Bantu 

Benue-Congo 

Caddoan 

Cariban 

Caucasian 

Celtic 

Chadlc 

Chart-Nile 

Chlbchan 

Cushitk: 

Dagestanian 

Dardic 

Dravidlan 

Eskimo-Aleut 

Ethiopic 

Finnic 

Finno-Ugric 

Germanic 

Gur 

Hellenic 

Illyrian 

Indie 

Indo-European 

Indo-lranlan 

Indonesian 

Iranian 

Iroquoian 

Italic 

Kanuri 

Kaitvelian 

Keresan 

Khoisan 

Kwa 

Lenapi 

Malayo-Polynesian 

Mande 

Mayan 

Melanesian 


Micronesian 

Mongolic 

Mon-Khmer 

Mosan 

Munda 

Muskogean 

Na-Dene 

Nahuatian 

Niger-Congo 

Nllo-Saharan 

Nilotic 

Ob-Ugrian 

Otomanguean 

Pama-Nyungan 

Papuan 

Penutian 

Plman 

Polynesian 

Rhaeto-Romance 

Romance 

Sallsh 

Samoyedic 

Sanskritic 

Scandinavian 

Semitic 

Shona 

Sinitlc 

Sino-Tibetan 

Sintu 

Siouan 

Slavic 

Sotho 

Sudanic 

Tagalic 

Tanoan 

Tal 

Tibeto-Burman 

Tungusic 

Tupl-Guarani 

Turanian 

Turkic 

Ugrlc 

Ural-Altaic 

Uralic 

Uto-Aztecan 

Voltaic 

Wakashan 

Yuman 


languid ► adjective O cl languid wave of the hand. 
relaxed, unhurried, languorous, slow, listless, 
lethargic, sluggish, lazy, idle, indolent, apathet- 


ic, informal laid-back, archaic otiose 0 languid days 
in the sun leisurely, languorous, relaxed, rest- 
ful, lazy. Qshe was pale and languid sickly, 
weak, faint, feeble, frail, delicate, tired, weary, 
fatigued 

-opposites energetic 

languish ► verb Q the plants languished and died 
weaken, deteriorate, decline, go downhill, 
wither, droop, wilt, fade, waste away Qthe 
general is now languishing in prison waste away, 
rot, be abandoned, be neglected, be forgotten, 
suffer, experience hardship 0 (archaic) she still 
languished after Richard pine for, yearn for, ache 
for, long for, sigh for, grieve for, mourn 
-opposites thrive 

languor ► noun Qthe sultry languor that was 
stealing over her lassitude, lethargy, listless- 
ness, torpor, fatigue, weariness, sleepiness, 
drowsiness, laziness, idleness, indolence, iner- 
tia, sluggishness, apathy Qthe languor of a hot 
day stillness, tranquillity, calm, calmness, op- 
pressiveness, heaviness 
-opposites vigour 

lank * adjective Qlank, greasy hair limp, lifeless, 
lustreless, dull, straggling, straight, long Qhis 
lank figure See lanky 

lanky ► adjective tall, thin, slender, slim, lean, 
lank, skinny, spindly, spare, gangling, gangly, 
gawky, rangy 
-opposites stocky 

lap 1 ►noun Henry sat on his gran’s lap knee, 
knees, thighs 

■ In the lap of the gods out of one s hands, 
beyond one’s control, in the hands of fate 

■ live In the lap of luxury be very rich, want 
for nothing, informal live the life of Riley, N 
Amer informal live high on the hog 

lap 2 ► noun a race of eight laps circuit, leg, cir- 
cle, revolution, round 

► verb Qshe lapped the other runners overtake, 
outstrip, leave behind, pass, go past, catch up 

.with 0 (poetic l literary) he was lapped in blankets 
wrap, swathe, envelop, enfold, swaddle 

lap 3 ►verb Q waves lapped against the sea wall 
splash, wash, swish, slosh, break, beat, strike, 
dash, roll, poetic/ literary plash. Qthe dog lapped 
water out of a puddle drink, lick up, sup, swal- 
low, slurp, gulp 

■ lap something up relish, revel in, savour, 
delight in, wallow in, glory in, enjoy 

lapse ►noun Qa lapse of concentration failure, 
failing, slip, error, mistake, blunder, fault, 
omission, informal slip-up Qhis lapse into petty 
crime' decline, fall, falling, slipping, drop, de- 
terioration, degeneration, backsliding, regres- 
sion, retrogression, descent, sinking, slide 0 a 
lapse of time interval, gap, pause, interlude, 
lull, hiatus, break; passage, course, passing 

► vert) Q the planning permission has lapsed: expire, 
become void, become invalid, run out Qdo not 
let friendships lapse, (come to an) end. cease, 
stop, terminate, pass, fade, wither, die. ©mor- 
ditty has lapsed, deteriorate, decline, fall (off), 
drop, worsen, degenerate, go downhill, back- 
slide. regress, retrogress, get worse, sink, wane, 
slump; informal go to pot, go to the dogs Qshe 
lapsed into silence • revert, relapse, drift, slide, 
slip, sink. 

lapsed ►adjective Qa lapsed Catholic: non-prac 
tising, backsliding, apostate; formal quondam. 
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Languages 

Indo-European 

LANGUAGES 

Afrikaans 

Anglo-Saxon/Old English 
(extinct) 

Albanian 
Ancient Creek 
Armenian 
Assamese 
Avestan (extinct) 

Baluchi 

Belorussian 

Bengali 

Bhili 

Bhojpuri 

Bihar! 

Breton 

Bulgarian 

Cape Dutch 

Catalan 

Cornish 

Croatian 

Czech 

Danish 

Dutch 

English 

Faeroese 

Flemish 

French 

Frisian 

Friulian 

Galidan 

Gaulish (extinct) 

German 
Gothic (extinct) 

Gujarati 

Gurkhall 

Hindi 

Hindustani 
Hittite ( extinct ) 

Icelandic 

Iranian/Persian/Farsi 

Irish 

Italian 

Kashmiri 

Kashubian 

Konkani/Goanese 

Kurdish 

Ladin 

Ladino/judezmo 
Lahnda 
Latin (extinct) 

Latvian 
Lithuanian 
Low German 
Luwian (extinct) 

Lycian (extinct) 

Lydian (extinct) 

Macedonian 

Magahi 

Maithlft 

Maldivian 

Manx 

Marathi/Mahratti 
Marwari 
Modem Greek 
Moldavian 
Nepali 

Nom (extinct) 


Norwegian 

Occitan 

Old Church Slavonic 
(extinct) 

OW Norse (extinct) 

Old Prussian (extinct) 

Ortya 

Ossetian 

Paharia 

Pahlavi (extinct) 

Pali (extinct) 

Pashto 

Phrygian (extinct) 
Pictish (extinct) 

Polish 

Portuguese 

Prakrit (extinct) 

Provencal 

Punjabi/Gurmulchi 

Romanian 

Romansh 

Romany 

Russian 

Sanskrit (extinct) 

Scottish Gaelic 

Serbian 

Shelta 

Sfndhi 

Sinhalese 

Slovak 

Slovenian 

Sogdian (extinct) 

Sorbian/Wendish 

Spanish 

Swedish 

Swiss German 

Tajik 

Tocharian A and B (both 
extinct) 

Ukrainian 

Urdu 

Welsh 

Yiddish 

Finno-Ugric 

LANGUAGES 

Estonian 

Finnish 

Hungarian /Magyar 

Khanty/Ostyak 

Komi/Zyrian 

Lappish/Sami 

Mansi/Vogul 

Mordvin 

Udmurt/Votyak 

OTHER URAUC 
LANGUAGES 

Mari/Cheremts 

Nenets 

Samoyed 

Selkup 

Turkic (Altaic) 

LANGUAGES 

Azerbaifimi 

Bashkir 

Chagatai (extinct) 
Chuvash 


Gagauz 

Karachay-Baika 

Karakalpak 

Kazakh 

Kyrgyz 

Orkhon (extinct) 

Tatar 

Turkish 

Turkmen 

Uighu 

Uzbek 

Yakut 

other Altaic 

LANGUAGES 

Buryat 

Even 

Evenkl/Tungus 

Kalmyk 

Khalkha 

Manchu 

Mongolian 

LANGUAGES OF THE 

Caucasus 

Abkhaz 

Adyghe 

Armenian 

Avar 

Azerbaijani 

Chechen 

Circassian 

Georgian 

Ingush 

Kabardian 

Karachay-Balkar 

Mfngreiian 

Ossetian 

Dravioian 

LANGUAGES 

Brahui 

Gond 

Kannada 

Maiayalam 

Tamil 

Teiugu 

Sino-Tibetan 

LANGUAGES 

Burmese 

Chin 

Chinese 

Dzongkha 

Garo 

Gurung 

Karen 

Kuki 

Lao/Laotian 

Lepcha 

Manipur! 

Mizo 

Naga 

Shan 

Tamang 

Thai 

Tibetan 


Semitic languages 

Akkadian (extinct) 
Arabic 
Aramaic 
Assyrian 

Babylonian (extinct) 
Chaldean 
Hebrew 
Maltese 

Phoenician (extinct) 
Syriac (extinct) 

Ugaritlc (extinct) 

African languages 

Bambara 

Bemba 

Berber 

Bushman 

Congolese 

Coptic 

Ewe 

Fuia 

Fulanl 

Fulfu ide 

Ge’ez 

Hausa 

Klrundi 

Kongo/Kikongo 

Kru 

Kung 

Llmba 

Lingala 

Lozi 

Luganda 

Luo 

Mallnke 

Mandinka 

Mende 

More/Moore 

Nama 

Ndebele/Sindebele 

Ngbandi 

Nguni 

Nubian 

Nuer 

Nupe 

Oromo 

Pedi/Sepedi 

Sango 

Senufo 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

Shangaan 

Shona 

Songhal 

Soninke 

Susu 

SwahiH/KiswahHi 

Swa2i/Slswati 

Tamashek 

Tigre 

Tigrlnya 

Tonga 

Tswafta/Setswana 

Turkana 

Xhosa 

Yao 

Yoruba 

Zande 
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Zulu 

Austro-Asiatic 

LANGUAGES 

Khmer 

Mon 

Munda 

Nfcobarese 

Palaung 

Santall 

Vletnamese/Annamese 

Wa 

Austronesjan 

(Malayo- 

Polyncsian) 

LANCUACCS 

Achlnese 

Bahasa Indonesia 

Bajau 

Balinese 

Batak 

Bikol 

Bugls 

Cham 

Chamotro 

Dayak 

Dusun 

Fijian 

Hawaiian 

Hlligaynon 


I ban 

Ibanag 

llocano 

Javanese 

Kayan 

Kenyah 

Madurese 

Makasarese 

Malagasy 

Malay 

Maori 

Marquesan 

Melanesian 

Mlnangkabau 

Pampangan 

Pangasinan 

Rarotonga n 

Samoan 

Sundanese 

Tagalog 

Tahitian 

Tongan 

North American 
Indian languages 

See North American 
Indian Peoples. 

Eskimo-Aleut 

LANCUACCS 

Aleut [virtually extinct) 


Inuktftut/lnupiaq 

Yupik 

Central and South 
American Indian 

LANGUAGES 

Araucanian 

Aymara 

Black Carib ( extinct ) 
Carlb/GaJibl 
Guarani 
Guaycuru 

Island Carib (extinct) 

Jlvaro 

Quechua 

Quiche 

Talno (extinct) 

Ticuna 

Tupi 

Wapishana 

Warao 

Australian 

Aboriginal 

LANGUAGES 

Adnyamathanha 

Aranda/Arunta 

Nyungar 

Pintupl 

Warlplrl 

Ylndjlbamdi 


Yuwaalaraay 

PIDGINS AND CREOLES 

Chinook Jargon (extinct) 

Bislama/Beach-la-Mar 

Gullah 

HlriMotu 

Krlo 

Neo-Melaneslan/Tok 

Plsin 

Paplementu 

LANGUAGES OP NO 
KNOWN AFFINITY 

Ainu ( virtually extinct ) 

Basque 

Chukchi 

Dani 

Etruscan (extinct) 
Elamite (extinct) 
Hmong/Mlao/Meo 
Korean 
Japanese 
Sumerian ( extinct ) 

ARTIFICIAL LANGUAGES 

Esperanto 

Ido 

VolapBk 


0a lapsed season ticket expired, void, invalid, 
out of date 

-opposites practising, valid 

larceny ► noun theft, stealing, robbery, pilfer- 
ing, thieving, burglary, housebreaking, break- 
ing and entering, informal filching, swiping, Bnt 
informal nicking, pinching, formal peculation 

larder ► noun pantry, (food) store, (food) cup- 
board. cooler, scullery, Bnt buttery, archaic 
spence 

large ► adjective O a targe house ( large numbers of 
people big, great, huge, sizeable, substantial, 
immense, enormous, colossal, massive, mam- 
moth, vast, prodigious, tremendous, gigantic, 
giant, monumental, stupendous, gargantuan, 
elephantine, titamc, mountainous, monstrous, 
towenng, tall, high; mighty, voluminous, king- 
size, giant-size, informal jumbo, whopping 
(great), thumpmg (great), mega, humongous, 
monster, astronomical, Bnt informal whacking 
(great), ginormous 0 a large red-faced man ■ big, 
burly, heavy, tall, bulky, thickset, chunky, 
strapping, hulking, hefty, muscular, brawny, 
solid, powerful, sturdy, strong, rugged, fat, 
plump, overweight, chubby, stout, meaty, 
fleshy, portly, rotund, flabby, paunchy, obese, 
corpulent, informal hunky, beefy, tubby, pudgy; 
Bnt informal podgy, fubsy; N. Amar informal zaftig, 
corn-fed. 0a large supply of wool, abundant, co- 
pious, plentiful, ample, liberal, generous, lav- 
ish, bountiful, bumper, boundless, good, con- 
siderable, superabundant, poetic/ literary plent- 
eous ©the measure has large economic implica- 
tions: wide-reaching, far-reaching, wide, sweep- 
ing, large-scale, broad, extensive, comprehen- 
sive, exhaustive. 


-RELATED TERMS maCTO-, ITlCga- 

— opposites small, meagre 
N At large Q fourteen criminals are still at large 
at liberty, free, (on the) loose, on the run, fu- 
gitive. N Amer informal on the lam 0 society at 
large as a whole, generally, in general 
0 (dated) he spoke at large in detail, exhaustive- 
ly, at length, extensively 

* N by and large on the whole, generally, m 
general, all things considered, all m all, for the 
most part, in the main, as a rule, overall, al- 
most always, mainly, mostly, on average, on 
balance. 

largely ►adverb mostly, mainly, to a large/ 
great extent, chiefly, predominantly, primarily, 
principally, for the most part, in the main, 
usually, typically, commonly 

large-scale ►adjective ©a large-scale pro- 
gramme extensive, wide-ranging, far-reaching, 
comprehensive, exhaustive, mass, nationwide, 
global 0 a large-scale map enlarged, blown-up, 
magnified 

largesse ► noun © Tupper took advantage of his 
friend's largesse generosity, liberality, munifi- 
cence, bounty, bountifulness, beneficence, al- 
truism, chanty, philanthropy, magnanimity, 
benevolence, chantableness, open-handedness, 
kindness, big-heartedness, formal benefaction 
0 distributing largesse to the locals: gifts, pres- 
ents, handouts, grants, aid; patronage, sponsor- 
ship. backing, help; historical alms. 

-opposites meanness. 

lark (i informal) ► noun ©we were Just having a bit of 
a lark: fun, amusement, laugh, giggle, joke; es- 
capade, prank, trick, jape, practical joke; infor- 
mal leg-pull; (larks) antics, high jinks, horse- 
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play, mischief, tomfoolery, informal shenanigans, 
monkey business; Bnt informal monkey tncks, 
dated sport. ©I’ve got this snowboarding lark 
sussed activity, hobby, pastime, task, informal 
business, caper. 

► verb he’s always larking about • fool about/ 
around, play tncks, make mischief, monkey 
about/around, clown about/around, have fun. 
skylark, informal mess about/around; Brit informal 
muck about/around 

lascivious ► adjective lecherous, lewd, lust' 
fill, licentious, libidinous, salacious, lubncious, 
prunent, dirty, smutty, naughty, suggestive, in- 
decent, ribald; informal homy; Bnt informal randy, 
formal concupiscent 

lash ► verb O he lashed her repeatedly whip, flog, 
beat, thrash, horsewhip, scourge, birch, switch, 
belt, strap, cane, stnke, hit, informal wallop, 
whack, lam, larrup, give someone a (good) hid- 
ing, N Amer informal whale Qrain lashed the win - 
dow panes beat against, dash against, pound, 
batter, stnke, hit, knock ©the tiger began to 
lash his tail swish, flick, twitch, whip Qfear 
lashed them into a frenzy provoke, mate, arouse, 
excite, agitate, stir up, whip up, work up 
0 two boats were lashed together fasten, bind, 
tie (up), tether, hitch, knot, rope, make fast 

► noun O he brought the lash down upon the prison- 
er’s back whip, horsewhip, switch, scourge, 
thong, flail, strap, birch, cane, histoncal knout, 
cat-o’-nme-tails, cat ©twenty lashes stroke, 
blow, hit, stnke, welt, thwack, thump, informal 
wallop, whack, archaic stnpe 

■ lash out O the president lashed out at the oppos- 
ition criticize, chastise, censure, attack, con- 
demn, denounce, lambaste, harangue, pillory, 
berate, upbraid, rebuke, reproach, informal lay 
into; formal castigate © Norman lashed out at 
Terry with a knife hit out, stnke, let fly, take a 
swing, set upon/about, turn on, round on, at- 
tack; informal lay into, tear into, pitch into © {in- 
formal) they lashed out on a taxi spend lavishly, 
be extravagant, informal splash out. splurge, 
shell out, squander money, waste money, frit- 
ter money away 

lass ►noun ( Scottish & N English) girl, young 
woman, young lady. Scottish lassie, Insh colleen, 
informal chick, girlie, Bnt informal bird, bint, N 
Amer informal dame, babe, doll, gal, broad, 
Austral I NZ informal sheila; poetic /literary maid, maid- 
en, damsel, archaic wench 

lassitude ► noun lethargy, listlessness, wean- 
ness, languor, sluggishness, tiredness, fatigue, 
torpor, lifelessness, apathy 
-opposites vigour 

last 1 ► adjective Q the last woman in the queue- 
rearmost, hindmost, endmost, at the end, at 
the back, furthest (back), final, ultimate 
0 Rembrandt spent his last years in Amsterdam 
closing, concluding, final, ending, end, termin- 
al; later, latter 0I’d be the last person to say any 
thing against him: least likely, most unlikely, 
most improbable, least suitable, most unsuit- 
able, most inappropriate, least appropriate, 
©we met lost year, previous, preceding; prior, 
former, ©this was his last chance final, only re- 
maining 

-opposites first, early, next. 

► adverb the candidate coming last is eliminated: at 
the end, at/in the rear. 

► noun the most important business was left to the last* 


end, ending, finish, close, conclusion, finale, 
termination. 

-opposites beginning 

■ at last finally, in the end. eventually, ultim- 
ately, at long last, after a long time, in (the 
fullness of) time 

■ tha last word © that’s my last word final de- 
cision, definitive statement, conclusive com- 
ment ©she was determined to have the last word- 
concluding remark, final say, closing state- 
ment © the last word in luxury and efficiency: the 
best, the peak, the acme, the epitome, the lat- 
est, the pinnacle, the apex, the apogee, the ul- 
timate, the height, the zenith, the nonpareil, 
the crdme de la creme; archaic the nonsuch 

last 2 ► verb © the hearing lasted for six days con- 
tinue, go on. carry on, keep on/going, proceed, 
take, stay, remain, persist ©how long will he 
last as manager ? survive, endure, hold on/out, 
keep going, persevere, informal stick it out. hang 
on, hack it ©the car is built to last endure, 
wear well, stand up. bear up, informal go the dis- 
tance 

last-ditch ►adjective last-minute, last-chance, 
eleventh-hour, last-resort, desperate, final, infor- 
mal last-gasp 

lasting ► adjective enduring, long-lasting, long- 
lived, abiding, continuing, long-term, surviving, 
persisting, permanent, durable, constant, sta- 
ble, established, secure, long-standing, unchan- 
ging, irreversible, immutable, eternal, undying, 
everlasting, unending, never-ending, unfading, 
changeless, indestructible, unceasing, unwaver- 
ing, unfaltenng 
-opposites ephemeral 

lastly ► adverb finally, m conclusion, to con- 
clude, to sum up, to end, last, ultimately 
-opposites firstly 

latch ► noun he lifted the latch fastening, catch, 
fastener, clasp 

► verb Jess latched the back door fasten, secure, 
make fast 

late ► adjective © the train was late behind time. 
behind schedule, behindhand, tardy, running 
late, overdue, delayed ©her late husband dead, 
departed, lamented, passed on/away; formal de- 
ceased © the late government previous, preced- 
ing. former, past, prior, earlier, sometime, 
onetime, ex-, erstwhile, formal quondam 
-opposites punctual, early. 

► adverb Q she had arrived late behind schedule, 
behind time, behindhand, belatedly, tardily, at 
the last minute 01 was woriang late' after (of 
fice) hours, overtime ©J won’t have you staying 
out late late at night, informal till all hours 

■ of late recently, lately, latterly 

lately ► adverb recently, of late, latterly, in re- 
cent tunes. 

lateness ► noun unpunctuality, tardiness, 
delay. 

latent ►adjective dormant, untapped, unused, 
undiscovered, hidden, concealed, invisible, un- 
seen, undeveloped, unrealized, unfulfilled, po- 
tential. 

later ► adjective a later chapter, subsequent, fol- 
lowing, succeeding, future, upcoming, to come, 
ensuing, next; formal posterior; archaic after 
-opposites earlier. 

► adverb O later, the film rights were sold - subse- 
quently, eventually, then, next, later on, after 
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this/that, afterwards, at a later date, in the fu- 
ture, in due course, by and by, m a while, in 
time ©two days later a letter arrived • after 
wards, later on, after (that), subsequently, fol- 
lowing. formal thereafter 

lateral * adjective Q lateral movements side 
ways, sidewise, sideward, edgewise, edgeways, 
oblique. Q lateral thinking unorthodox, invent- 
ive, creative, imaginative, original, innovative 

latest ► adjective most recent, newest, just out, 
just released, fresh, (bang) up to date, up to the 
minute, state-of-the-art, current, modem, con- 
temporary, fashionable, in fashion, in vogue; in- 
formal in, with it, trendy, hip, hot, happening, 
cool 

-OPPOSITES old 

lather ► noun Oa rich, soapy lather foam, froth, 
suds, soapsuds, bubbles, poetic /literary spume 
©the mare was covered with lather sweat, per- 
spiration Q(informaf) Dad was in a right lather 
panic, fluster, fret, fuss, fever, informal flap, 
sweat, tizzy, dither, twitter, state, stew. N Amer 
informal twit, poetic/ literary pother 
latitude ► noun © Toronto shares the same lati- 
tude as Nice parallel © he gave them a lot of lati- 
tude freedom, scope, leeway, (breathing) space, 
flexibility, liberty, independence, free rein, li- 
cence, room to manoeuvre, freedom of action 
-opposites longitude, restriction 
latter ► adjective © the latter half of the season 
later, closing, end, concluding, final, latest, 
most recent ©Russw chose the latter option 
last-mentioned, second, last, later 
-opposites former 

latter-day ► adjective modern, present-day, 
current, contemporary 

latterly ► adverb © latterly, she had been in more 
pain recently, lately, of late, in recent times 
© latterly he worked as a political editor ultimate 
ly, finally, towards the end 
lattice ► noun grid, latticework, fretwork, . 
open framework, openwork, trellis, trellis work, 
network, mesh 

laud ► verb (formal) praise, extol, hail, applaud, 
acclaim, commend, sing the praises of, speak 
highly of, lionize, eulogize, rhapsodize over/ 
about, informal rave about, archaic magnify, pan- 
egyrize. 

-opposites criticize 

laudable ► adjective praiseworthy, commend- 
able, admirable, meritorious, worthy, deserv- 
ing, creditable, estimable, exemplary 
-opposites shameful. 

laudation ► noun ( formal ) praise, honour, ap- 
plause, acclaim, acclamation, commendation, 
admiration, homage, distinction, approval, 
credit, kudos, glory, esteem, approbation, trib- 
ute, congratulations, plaudits; formal encomium 
laudatory ► adjective complimentary, con- 
gratulatory, praising, extolling, adulatory, com- 
mendatory, approbatory, flattering, celebratory, 
eulogizing, panegyrical, informal glowing; formal 
encomiastic 

-opposites disparaging. 

laugh ► verb ©he started to laugh excitedly* 
chuckle, chortle, guffaw, giggle, titter, snigger, 
snicker, tee-hee, burst out laughing, roar/hoot 
with laughter, dissolve into laughter, split 
one’s sides, be doubled up; informal be in 


stitches, be rolling in the aisles, crease up. fall 
about, crack up Q people laughed at his theories 
ridicule, mock, deride, scoff at, jeer at, sneer 
at, jibe at, make fun of, poke ftm at, scorn, 
lampoon, satirize, parody, informal send up, take 
the mickey out of, pooh-pooh; Austral /NZ informal 
poke mullock at 

► noun ©he gave a short laugh * chuckle, chortle, 
guffaw, giggle, titter, tee-hee, snigger, snicker, 
roar/hoot of laughter, shriek of laughter, belly 
laugh O (informal) he was a right laugh joker, 
wag, wit. clown, jester, prankster, character, in- 
formal card, case, caution, hoot, scream, not, 
barrel of laughs, Austral /NZ informal hard case 
© (informal) I entered the contest for a laugh, joke, 
prank, piece of fun, jest, escapade, caper, prac- 
tical joke, informal lark 

■ laugh something off dismiss, make a joke 
of, make light of, shrug off, brush aside, scoff 
at, informal pooh-pooh 

laughable ►adjective ©the idea that nuclear 
power is safe is laughable ridiculous, ludicrous, 
absurd, nsible, preposterous, foolish, silly, idi- 
otic, stupid, nonsensical, crazy, insane, outra- 
geous, informal cock-eyed, Bnt informal daft ©i/it 
wasn’t so tragic, it'd be laughable amusing, funny, 
humorous, hilanous, uproanous, comical, 
comic, farcical 

laughing Stock ► noun figure of fun, dupe, 
butt, stooge, Aunt Sally, informal fall guy 

laughter ►noun ©the sound of laughter laugh 
ing, chuckling, chortling, guffawing, giggling, 
tittenng, smggenng, informal hystencs ©a 
source of laughter amusement, entertainment, 
humour, mirth, memment, gaiety, hilanty, jol- 
lity, joculanty, fun 

launch ►verb ©he launched the boat set 
afloat, put to sea, put mto the water © they’ve 
launched the shuttle send into orbit, blast off, 
take off, lift off ©a chair was launched at him 
throw, hurl, fling, pitch, lob, let fly, fire, 
shoot, informal chuck, heave, sling © the govern- 
ment launched a new campaign set in motion, get 
going, get under way, start, commence, begin, 
embark on, initiate, inaugurate, set up, organ- 
ize, introduce, bring into being, informal kick 
off ©he launched into a tirade start, com- 
mence, burst into 

launder ►verb wash (and iron), clean, diy- 
clean 

laundry ►noun ©a big pile of laundry, (dirty) 
washing, dirty clothes © the facilities include a 
laundry washroom, laundry room, launderette, 
N Amer trademark laundromat. 

laurels ► plural noun honours, tributes, praise, 
plaudits, accolades, kudos, acclaim, acclam- 
ation. credit, glory, honour, distinction, fame, 
renown, prestige, recognition; informal brownie 
points, formal laudation. 

lavatory ►noun toilet, WC, water closet, 
(public) convenience, cloakroom, powder room, 
urinal, privy, latrine, jakes; N Amer washroom, 
bathroom, rest room, men’s/ ladies’ room, com- 
mode, comfort station. Nautical head, informal lit- 
tle girls ’/boys’ room, smallest room; Bnt mfomal 
loo, bog. the Ladies, the Gents, khazi, lav; N 
Amer informal can, john; Austral /NZ Informal dunny; 
archaic closet, garderobe. 

lavish ►adjective ©lavish parties: sumptuous, 
luxurious, gorgeous, costly, expensive, opulent. 
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grand, splendid, nch, fancy, informal posh. Qhe 
was lavish with hts hospitality, generous, liberal, 
bountiful, open-handed, unstinting, unsparing, 
free, munificent, extravagant, prodigal Q lavish 
amounts of champagne' abundant, copious, plen- 
tiful, liberal, prolific, generous, poetic /literary 
plenteous 

-opposites meagre, frugal 
► verb she lavished money on her children: give free- 
ly. spend generously, heap, shower 
law ► noun ©the law of the land rules and regu 
lations, body of laws, constitution, legislation, 
legal code. Qa new law was passed ■ regulation, 
statute, enactment, act, bill, decree, edict, rule, 
ruling, resolution, dictum, command, order, 
directive, pronouncement, proclamation, dic- 
tate, diktat, fiat, by-law, N Amer formal ordin- 
ance 0 a career in the law. the legal profes 
sion, the bar ©I'll take you to law ' litigation, 
legal action, lawsuit, justice 0 (informal) on the 
run from the law See police noun 0 the laws of 
the game rule, regulation, principle, conven- 
tion. instruction, guideline Qa moral law p rin 
ciple, rule, precept, directive, injunction, com- 
mandment. belief, creed, credo, maxim, tenet, 
doctrine, canon 
-RELATED TERMS legal 

law-abiding ► adjective honest, lawful, right- 
eous, honourable, upright, upstanding, good, 
decent, virtuous, moral, dutiful, obedient, com- 
pliant, disciplined 
— oppositbs criminal 

lawbreaker ► noun criminal, felon, wrong- 
doer, malefactor, evil-doer, offender, transgres- 
sor, miscreant, villain, rogue, ruffian. Law mal- 
feasant, infractor, informal crook, con, jailbird 
law court ► noun COURT, court of law/justice, 
tribunal 

-related terms judicial, juridical 
lawful ►adjective ©a verdict of lawful killing le 
gitimate, legal, licit, just, permissible, permit- 
ted, allowable, allowed, rightful, sanctioned, 
authonzed, warranted, within the law, informal 
legit ©a lawful political organization law- 
abiding. nghteous, good, decent, virtuous, 
moral, orderly, well behaved, peaceful, dutiful, 
obedient, compliant, disciplined 
-opposites illegal, criminal. 

lawless ►adjective Qa lawless rabble' anarchic, 
disorderly, ungovernable, unruly, disruptive, 
rebellious, insubordinate, notous, mutinous 
Q lawless activities' illegal, unlawful, lawbreak- 
ing, illicit, illegitimate, criminal, felonious, vil- 
lainous, miscreant; informal crooked, shady, 
bent. 

-opposites orderly, legal, 
lawlessness ► noun anarchy, disorder, 
chaos, unruliness, criminality, crime 
lawsuit ►noun (legal) action, suit (at law), 
case, (legal/judicial) proceedings, litigation, 
trial. 

lawyer ►noun solicitor, legal practitioner, 
legal adviser, member of the bar, barrister, ad- 
vocate, counsel. Queen’s Counsel, QC, N. Amer. 
attorney, counselor(-aMaw); informal brief, 
lax ► adjective slack, slipshod, negligent, remiss, 
careless, heedless, unmindful, sloppy, slapdash, 
offhand, casual; easy-going, lenient, permissive, 
liberal, indulgent, overindulgent. 

-opposites strict. 


laxative ►noun purgative, evacuant. Medicine 
aperient, cathartic See list 


Laxatives 


(bitter) aloes 

liquid paraffin 

cascara 

magnesia 

castor oil 

manna 

colocynth 

Milk of Magnesia 

croton oil 

(trademark) 

Epsom salts 

mineral oil 

gamboge 

phenolphthalelQ 

Glauber's salt(s) 

psyfflum 

glycerol 

xammony 

Gregory powder 

SefdHtz powder 

Ipecacuanha 

senna 

jalap 

lactulose 

syrup of figs 


lay 1 ► verb © Curtis laid the newspaper on the table 
put (down), place, set (down), deposit, rest, 
situate, locate, position, stow, shove, informal 
stick, dump, park, plonk, Bnt informal bung 
©the act laid the foundation for the new system' 
set in place, set out/up, establish ©I'll lay 
money that Michelle will be there bet, wager, gam- 
ble. stake, risk, venture; give odds, speculate, 
informal punt Qthey are going to lay charges 
bring (forward), press, prefer, lodge, register, 
place, file © he laid the blame at the Prime Minis - 
ter’s door assign, attribute, ascribe, allot, at- 
tach, hold someone responsible/accountable, 
find guilty, pm the blame on ©we laid plans 
for the next voyage devise, arrange, make 
(ready), prepare, work out, hatch, design, plan, 
scheme, plot, conceive, put together, draw up. 
produce, develop, formulate, informal cook up. 
© this will lay a new responsibility on the court, im 
pose, apply, entrust, vest, place, put, inflict, 
encumber, saddle, charge, burden. Qthe eagles 
laid two eggs produce, Zoology oviposit 

■ lay something aside Q farmers laying aside 
areas for conservation put aside, put to one side, 
keep, save 0 producers must lay aside their corner - 
vattsm abandon, cast aside, reject, renounce, 
repudiate, disregard, forget, discard; poetic /literary 
forsake 0 protesters led the government to lay the 
plans aside defer, shelve, suspend, put on ice, 
mothball, set aside, put off/aside, mfonnal put on 
the back burner. 

■ lay something bare reveal, disclose, di- 
vulge, show, expose, exhibit, uncover, unveil, 
unmask, make a clean breast of. make known, 
make public. 

■ lay something down Qhe laid down his glass' 
put down, set down, place down, deposit, rest; 
informal dump, plonk down; Bnt infonnal bung 
down. Qthey were forced to lay down their 
weapons, relinquish, surrender, give up. yield, 
cede, disarm, give in. submit, capitulate Qthe 
ground rules have been laid down, formulate, 
stipulate, set down, draw up, frame, prescribe, 
ordain, dictate, decree; enact, pass, decide, de- 
termine, impose, codify. 0 laying down wine. 
store, put into store, keep. 

■ lay down tho law order someone about/ 
around, tell someone what to do. ride rough- 
shod over someone; informal boss someone 
about/around, throw one’s weight about/ 
around, push someone about/around. 
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■ lay eyes on ( informal ) see, spot, observe, re* 
gard, view, catch sight of, informal clap/set eyes 
on, poetic/ literary behold, espy, descry 

■ lay hands on ©wait till I lay my hands on 
you l catch, lay/get hold of, get one’s hands on, 
seize, grab, grasp, capture ©it’s not easy to lay 
your hands on decent champagne obtain, acquire, 
get, come by, find, locate, discover, unearth, 
uncover, pick up, procure, get one’s hands on, 
get possession of. buy, purchase ©the pastor 
laid hands on the children bless, consecrate, con' 
firm, ordain 

■ lay something In stock up with/on, stock' 
pile, store (up), amass, hoard, stow (away), put 
aside/away/by, gamer, collect, squirrel away, in- 
formal salt away, stash (away) 

■ lay Into ( informal) Oa policeman laying into a 
protestor See assault verb sense 1 ©he laid into 
her with a string of tnsults See criticize 

■ lay It on thick (informal) exaggerate, overdo 
it, embellish the truth, flatter, praise, informal 
pile it on, sweet-talk, soft-soap 

■ lay off ( informal) give up, stop, refrain from, 
abstain from, desist from, cut out, informal pack 
in, leave off, quit 

■ lay someone off make redundant, dismiss, 
let go. discharge, give notice to, informal sack, 
fire, give someone their cards, give someone 
their marching orders, give someone the boot/ 
push, give someone the (old) heave-ho 

■ lay something on provide, supply, furnish, 
line up, organize, prepare, produce, make 
available, informal fix up 

■ lay someone out ( informal ) knock out/down, 
knock unconscious, fell, floor, flatten, informal 
KO, kayo, Bnt informal knock for six 

■ lay something out O Robyn laid the plans out 
on the desk spread out, set out, display, ex- 
hibit ©a paper laying out our priorities outline, 
sketch out, rough out, detail, draw up. formu- 
late, work out. frame, draft © (informal) he had 
to lay out £70 See pay verb sense 2 

■ lay waste devastate, wipe out, destroy, de- 
molish. annihilate, raze, ruin, wreck, level, flat- 
ten, ravage, pillage, sack, despoil 

lay 2 ► adjective ©u lay preacher non-clerical, 
non-ordained, secular, temporal, formal laic ©a 
lay audience non-professional, amateur, non- 
specialist, non-technical, untrained, unquali- 
fied 

layabout ► noun IDLER, good-for-nothing, loaf- 
er, lounger, shirker, sluggard, laggard, slug- 
abed, malingerer; informal skiver, waster, slack- 
er, lazybones, Austral /NZ informal bludger, poetic/ 
literary wastrel 

layer ► noun coating, sheet, coat, film, cover- 
ing, blanket, skin, thickness 

layman ► noun. See layperson senses 1, 2 

lay-off ► noun redundancy, dismissal, dis- 
charge, informal sacking, firing, the sack, the 
boot, the axe, the elbow 
-opposites recruitment 

layout ► noun o the layout of the house arrange- 
ment, geography, design, organization, plan, 
map. ©the magazine’s layout design, arrange- 
ment, presentation, style, format, structure, or- 
ganization, composition, configuration 

layperson ► noun Q a prayer book for laypeople. 
unordained person, member of the congrega- 
tion, layman, laywoman. © engineering sounds 


highly specialized to the layperson non-expert, lay- 
man, non-professional, amateur, non-specialist 

laze ► verb relax, unwind, idle, do nothing, 
loaf (around/about), lounge (around/about), loll 
(around/about), lie (around/about), take it easy. 
informal hang around/round, veg (out). N Amer in- 
formal bum (around) 

lazy ► adjective (bone) idle, indolent, slothful, 
work-shy, shiftless, inactive, sluggish, lethargic, 
remiss, negligent, slack, lax, lackadaisical, ar- 
chaic otiose 

-opposites industrious 

lazybones ► noun (informal) idler, loafer, lay- 
about, lounger, good-for-nothing, do-nothing, 
shirker, sluggard, laggard, slugabed, informal 
skiver, waster, slacker, Austral /NZ informal 
bludger, poetic/ literary wastrel 

leach ►verb drain, filter, percolate, filtrate, 
strain 

lead 1 ► verb Q Michelle led them into the house 
guide, conduct, show (the way), lead the way, 
usher, escort, steer, pilot, shepherd, accom- 
pany, see, take ©he led us to believe they were 
lying cause, induce, prompt, move, persuade, 
influence, drive, condition, make, incline, dis- 
pose, predispose © this might lead to job losses 
result in, cause, bring on/about, give nse to, 
be the cause of. make happen, create, produce, 
occasion, effect, generate, contribute to, pro- 
mote, provoke, stir up, spark off, arouse, fo- 
ment, instigate, involve, necessitate, entail, for- 
mal effectuate © he led a march to the city centre 
BE AT THE head/front of. head, spearhead 
©she led a coalition of radicals be the leader of, 
be the head of, preside over, head, command, 
govern, rule, be m charge of, be in command 
of, be in control of, run. control, be at the 
helm of, administer, organize, manage, reign 
over, be in power over; informal head up 
0 Rangers were leading at half-time be ahead, be 
winning, be (out) in front, be in the lead, be 
first Qthe champion was leading the field be at 
the front of, be first in, be ahead of, head, 
outrun, outstrip, outpace, leave behind, draw 
away from, outdo, outclass, beat, informal leave 
standing O I just want to lead a normal life ex 
perience, have, live, spend 
-opposites follow 

► noun ©I was in the lead early on leading pos 
ition, first place, van. vanguard, ahead, in 
front, winning © they took the lead in the person- 
al computer market first position, forefront, pri- 
macy. dominance, superiority, ascendancy, 
pre-eminence, supremacy, advantage, upper 
hand, whip hand. © sixth-formers should give a 
lead to younger pupils example, (role) model, ex- 
emplar, paradigm © playing the lead leading 
role, star/stamng role, title role, principal 
part, principal character, male lead, female 
lead, leading man, leading lady ©a labrador on 
a lead leash, tether, cord, rope, chain © detect- 
ives were following up a new lead ■ clue, pointer, 
hint, tip, tip-off, suggestion, indication, sign; 
(leads) evidence, information. 

► adjective the lead position leading, first, top, fore- 
most, front, head; chief, principal, premier 

■ lead something off begin, start (off), com- 
mence, open; informal kick off 

■ lead someone on deceive, mislead, delude, 
hoodwink, dupe, trick, fool, pull the wool over 
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someone’s eyes, tease, flirt with, informal stnng 
along, lead up the garden path, take for a nde 

■ lead the way Q he led the way to the kitchen 
guide, conduct, show the way Q Britain is lead- 
ing the way in aerospace technology take the ini- 
tiative, break (new) ground, blaze a trail, pre- 
pare the way 

■ lead up to prepare the way for, pave the 
way for, lay the groundwork for, set the scene 
for, work round/up to. approach the subject of 

lead 2 ► noun a lead-lined box. 

-related TERMS plumbic, plumbous, plumb- 

leaden ►adjective Qhis eyes were leaden with 
sleep dull, heavy, weighty, listless, lifeless 
Qhe moved on leaden feet sluggish, heavy, lum- 
bering, slow 0 leaden prose boring, dull, un- 
imaginative. uninspired, monotonous, heavy, 
laboured, wooden ©a leaden sky grey, grey- 
ish, black, dark, cloudy, gloomy, overcast, dull, 
murky, sunless, louring, oppressive, threaten- 
ing, poetic/ literary tenebrous 

leader ►noun ©the leader of the Democratic 
Party chief, head, principal, commander, cap- 
tain. controller, superior, headman, chairman, 
chairwoman, chairperson, chair, (managing) 
director, MD. manager, superintendent, super- 
visor. overseer, administrator, employer, mas- 
ter, mistress, president, premier, governor, 
monarch, sovereign, informal boss, skipper, gaf- 
fer, guv’nor. number one. numero uno. hon- 
cho, N Amer informal sachem, padrone Sec list at 
ruler 0 a world leader in the use of video confer- 
encing pioneer, front runner, innovator, trail- 
blazer, ground-breaker, trendsetter, torch- 
bearer, originator, initiator, founder, architect 
-opposites follower, supporter 

leadership ►noun Qthe leadership of the Con- 
servative Party headship, directorship, premier- 
ship, governorship, governance, administra- 
tion, captaincy, control, ascendancy, rule, com- 
mand. power, dominion Qfirm leadership guid 
ance, direction, control, management, superin- 
tendence. supervision, organization, govern- 
ment 

leading ►adjective Qhe played the leading role in 
hts team’s victory main, chief, major, prime, 
most significant, principal, foremost, key, cen- 
tral, focal, paramount, dominant, essential 
0 the leading industrialized countries most power 
ful, most important, greatest, chief, pre- 
eminent, principal, dominant. ©last season’s 
leading scorer top, highest, best, first, front, 
lead, unparalleled, matchless, star 
-opposites subordinate, minor 

leaf ► noun Q sycamore leaves frond, leaflet, 
flag. Botany cotyledon, blade, bract 0 a sheaf of 
loose leaves page, sheet, folio 
-related terms foliaceous. 

► verb he leafed through the documents flick, flip, 
thumb, skim, browse, glance, nffle, scan, run 
one’s eye over, peruse. 

■ turn over a new leaf reform, unprove, 
mend one’s ways, make a fresh start, change 
for the better. Informal go straight 

leaflet ►noun pamphlet, booklet, brochure, 
handbill, circular, flyer, handout, bulletin, N 
Amer folder, dodger 

league ►noun ©a league of nations : alliance, 
confederation, confederacy, federation, union, 
association, coalition, consortium, affiliation. 


guild, cooperative, partnership, fellowship, syn- 
dicate, consociation Qwe won the league last 
year championship, competition, contest ©the 
store is not in the same league class, group, cat- 
egoiy, level 

► verb they leagued together with other companies 
ally, join forces, join together, unite, band to- 
gether, affiliate, combine, amalgamate, confed- 
erate, team up, join up 

■ In league with collaborating with, cooper- 
ating with, in alliance with, allied with, con- 
spiring with, hand in glove with, informal in ca- 
hoots with 

leak ►verb ©oii leaking from the tanker seep 
(out), escape, ooze (out), emanate, issue, drip, 
dnbble, drain, bleed Qthe tanks are leaking gas- 
oline discharge, exude, emit, release, drip, 
dnbble, ooze, secrete ©nvil servants leaking in- 
formation disclose, divulge, reveal, make pub- 
lic, tell, impart, pass on, relate, communicate, 
expose, broadcast, publish, release, let slip, 
bring into the open, informal blab, let the cat out 
of the bag, spill the beans, blow the gaff 

► noun © check that there are no leaks in the bag 
hole, opening, puncture, perforation, gash, 
slit, nick, rent, break, crack, fissure, rupture 
0 a gas leak discharge, leakage, leaking, ooz- 
ing, seeping, seepage, dnp, escape © leaks to 
the media disclosure, revelation, expose 

leaky ►adjective leaking, dnpping. cracked, 
split, punctured, perforated 
-opposites watertight 

lean 1 ►verb ©Polly leaned against the door rest. 
recline, be supported 0 trees leaning in the wind 
slant, incline, bend, tilt, be at an angle, slope, 
tip, list ©he leans towards existentialist philoso- 
phy tend, incline, gravitate, have a preference 
foi, have a penchant for, be partial to. have a 
liking for, have an affinity with ©a strong 
shoulder to lean on depend, be dependent, rely, 
count, bank, have faith in, trust © (informal) I 
got leaned on by villains intimidate, coerce, brow- 
beat, bully, pressurize, threaten, put pressure 
on, informal twist someone’s arm. put the fright- 
eners on. put the screws on 
lean 2 ►adjective ©a tall, lean man slim, thin, 
slender, spare, wiry, lanky Qa lean harvest 
meagre, sparse, poor, mean, inadequate, insuf- 
ficient, paltry, deficient, insubstantial ©lean 
times unproductive, unfruitful, and, barren, 
hard, bad. difficult, tough, impovenshed, 
poverty-stncken 

-opposites fat. abundant, prosperous 
leaning ► noyn inclination, tendency, bent, 
proclivity, propensity, penchant, predispos- 
ition, predilection, partiality, preference, bias, 
attraction, liking, fondness, taste 
leap ►verb Qhe leapt over the gate jump (over), 
vault (over), spnng over, bound over, hop 
(over), hurdle, clear. ©Claudia leapt to her feet 
spring, jump (up), bound, dart ©we leapt to 
the rescue rush, hurry, hasten ©she leapt at the 
chance accept eagerly, grasp (with both 
hands), grab, take advantage of, seize (on), 
jump at © don't leap to conclusions, form hasti 
ly, reach humedly; hurry, hasten, jump, rush 
0 profits leapt by 55%. increase rapidly, soar, 
rocket, skyrocket, shoot up, escalate 
► noun ©an easy leap, jump, vault, spring, bound, 
hop, skip. Qa leap of 33%. sudden rise, surge, 
upsurge, upswing, upturn 
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■ In/by leaps and bounds rapidly, swiftly, 
quickly, speedily 

leam ► verb Q learning a foreign language ac- 
quire a knowledge of, acquire skill in, become 
competent m. become proficient in. grasp, 
master, take in, absorb, assimilate, digest, fa* 
milianze oneself with; study, read up on, be 
taught, have lessons in; informal get the hang of, 
get clued up about, ©she learnt the poem by 
heart memorize, leam by heart, commit to 
memory, leam parrot-fashion, get off/down 
pat, archaic con © he learned that the school would 
shortly be closing discover, find out, become 
aware, be informed, hear (tell); gather, under- 
stand. ascertain, establish, informal get wind of 
the fact; Brit informal suss out 

learned ► adjective scholarly, erudite, well 
educated, knowledgeable, widely read, well in- 
formed, lettered, cultured, intellectual, aca- 
demic, literary, bookish, highbrow, studious; m- 
formal brainy, formal sapient 
-opposites ignorant 

learner ► noun beginner, trainee, apprentice, 
pupil, student, novice, newcomer, starter, pro- 
bationer. tyro, fledgling, neophyte, N Amer ten- 
derfoot; N Amer informal greenhorn 
-opposites veteran 

learning ► noun Q a centre of learning • study, 
studying, education, schooling, tuition, teach- 
ing, academic work, research, investigation 
0 the astonishing range of his learning scholar 
ship, knowledge, education, erudition, intellect, 
enlightenment, illumination, book learning, in- 
formation. understanding, wisdom; formal edifi- 
cation. 

-opposites ignorance 

lease ► noun a 15-year lease leasehold, rental/ 
hire agreement, charter, rental, tenancy, ten- 
ure, period of occupancy 
-related terms lessor, lessee 
-opposites freehold 

► verb Qthe film crew leased a large hangar rent, 
hire, charter ©they leased the mill to a reputable 
family rent (out), let (out), hire (out), sublet, 
sublease 

leash ► noun Qkeep your dog on a leash, lead. 
tether, rope, chain, strap, restraint. © he found 
himself off the parental leash, control, restraint, 
check, curb, rein, discipline. 

► verb ©she leashed the dog put the leash on. put 
the lead on. tether, tie up, secure, restrain 
©the ire m her face was barely leashed’ curb, con- 
trol, keep under control, check, restrain, hold 
back, suppress 

■ straining at tha leash eager, impatient, 
anxious, enthusiastic; mfonnal itching, dying 

least ►determiner I have not the least idea what 
this means slightest, smallest, minutest, tini- 
est, littlest 

■ at laast at the minimum, no/not less than, 
more than 

leather ► noun a leather jacket: skin, hide. See 
list. 

► verb he caugjht me and leathered me: beat, strap, 
belt, thrash, flog, whip, horsewhip, birch, cane, 
stnke, hit; informal wallop, whack, tan 
someone’s hide, give someone a (good) hiding 

leathery ►adjective Q leathery skin: rough, rug- 
ged, wrinkled, wrinkly, furrowed, lined, wiz- 
ened. weather-beaten, callous, gnarled. O lea- 


Typ«s 

of Leather 


buckskin 

doeskin 

pigskin 

buff 

goatskin 

ponyskln 

calfskin 

kid 

rawhide 

capeskin 

kidskln 

Russia leather 

chamois 

mocha 

roan 

chrome 

morocco 

shagreen 

leather 

nappa 

sheepskin 

cordovan 

Nubuck 

suede 

cowhide 

crocodile 

deerskin 

oxhide 

patent 

leather 

whitleather 


thery stdes of beef tough, hard, gristly, chewy, 
stringy 

leave 1 ►verb ©/ left the hotel depart from, go 
(away) from, withdraw from, retire from, take 
oneself off from, exit from, take one’s leave of. 
pull out of, quit, be gone from, decamp from, 
disappear from, vacate, absent oneself from, 
say one’s farewells/goodbyes, make oneself 
scarce, informal push off, shove off, clear out/off, 
cut and run, split, vamoose, scoot, make 
tracks, up sticks; Bnt Informal sling one’s hook 
© the next morning we left for Leicester set off, 
head, make, set sail, ©he's left his wife aban 
don, desert, cast aside/off. jilt, leave in the 
lurch, leave high and dry, throw over, informal 
dump, ditch, chuck, drop, walk/run out on, 
poetic /literary forsake ©he left his job in November 
resign from, retire from, step down from, 
withdraw from, pull out of, give up, informal 
quit ©she left her handbag on a bus. leave be 
hind, forget, lose, mislay. QI thought I'd leave it 
to the experts, entrust, hand over, pass on. 
refer, delegate, ©he left her £100,000 bequeath, 
will, endow, hand down, make over, Law de- 
mise, devise © the speech left some feelings of dis- 
appointment cause, produce, generate, give nse 
to 

-opposites amve 

■ leave someone In the lurch leave in 
trouble, let down, leave stranded, leave high 
and dry, abandon, desert 

■ leave off ( Informal) stop, cease, finish, desist 
from, keep from, break off, lay off, give up, 
discontinue, refrain from, eschew; informal quit, 
knock off, jack m, swear off; formal forswear 

■ leave someone/something out QAdam left 
out the address’ miss out, omit, fail to include, 
overlook, forget, skip, miss, jump ©he was left 
out of the England squad, exclude, omit, drop, 
pass over. 

leave 2 ► noun O the judge granted leave to appeal 
permission, consent, authorization, sanction, 
warrant, dispensation, approval, clearance, 
blessing, agreement, backing, assent, accept- 
ance, licence, acquiescence; informal the go- 
ahead. the green light, the OK. the rubber 
stamp ©hi was on leave: holiday, vacation, 
break, time off, furlough, sabbatical, leave of 
absence; informal hols, vac ©/ wi U now take my 
leave of you: departure, leaving, leavetaking, 
parting, withdrawal, exit, farewell, goodbye. 

leaven ►noun leaven is added to the dough. 
leavening, fermentation agent, raising agent. 

► verb Qyeast leavens the bread: raise, make nse. 
puff up, expand. © formal proceedings leavened by 
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humour, permeate, infuse, pervade, imbue, suf- 
fuse, enliven, liven up, invigorate, energize, 
electrify, ginger up, perk up, brighten up, sea- 
son, spice; informal buck up, pep up. 

leavings ^ plural noun residue, remainder, re- 
mains, remnants, leftovers, scrapings, scraps, 
oddments, odds and ends, rejects, dregs, ref- 
use, rubbish 

lecher ► noun lecherous man, libertine, 
womanizer, debauchee, rake, roue, profligate, 
wanton, loose-liver, Don Juan. Casanova, Lo- 
thario, Romeo, informal lech, dirty old man, 
goat, wolf, formal fornicator 

lecherous * adjective lustful, licentious, las- 
civious, libidinous, prurient, lewd, salacious, 
lubncious, debauched, dissolute, wanton, dissi- 
pated. degenerate, depraved, dirty, filthy, mfor- 
mal randy, homy, goatish, formal concupiscent 
-opposites chaste 

lecture ► noun Q a lecture on children’s literature 
speech, talk, address, discourse, disquisition, 
presentation, oration, lesson ©Dave got a se- 
vere lecture, scolding, chiding, reprimand, re- 
buke, reproof, reproach, upbraiding, berating, 
admonishment, informal dressing-down, telling- 
off, talking-to, tonguelashing, formal castigation 

► verb ^lecturing on the dangers of drugs give a 
lecture/talk, talk, make a speech, speak, give 
an address, discourse, hold forth, declaim, ex- 
patiate, informal spout, sound off © she lectures at 
Dublin University, teach, tutor, give instruction, 
give lessons, ©he was lectured by the headmaster: 
scold, chide, reprimand, rebuke, reprove, re- 
proach. upbraid, berate, chastise, admonish, 
lambaste, haul over the coals, take to task, mfor - 
mal give someone a dressing-down, give some- 
one a talking-to, tell off, bawl out, Bnt informal 
tick off. carpet, formal castigate 

lecturer ►noun ©the lecturer is a journalist 
(public) speaker, speech-maker, orator ©a lec- 
turer in economics university/college teacher, 
tutor, reader, scholar, don, professor, fellow, 
academic, academician, preceptor, formal peda- 
gogue. 

ledge ►noun shelf, sill, mantel, mantelpiece, 
shelving, projection, protrusion, overhang, 
ndge. prominence 

ledger ►noun (account) book, record book, 
register, log; records, books, balance sheet, 
financial statement 

lee ►noun shelter, protection, cover, refuge, 
safety, security 

leech ► noun parasite, bloodsucker, passenger; 
informal scrounger, sponger, freeloader 

leer ► verb Henry leered at her • ogle, look lascivi- 
ously, look suggestively, eye, informal give some- 
one a/the once-over. lech after/over 

► noun a sly leer * lecherous look, lascivious look, 
ogle; informal the once-over 

leery ► adjective wary, cautious, careful, guard- 
ed, chary, suspicious, distrustful, worried, anx- 
ious, apprehensive 

lees ► plural noun sediment, dregs, deposit, 
grounds, residue, remains, silt, sludge, technical 
residuum; poetic/ literary draff, archaic grouts 

leeway ► noun freedom, scope, latitude, space, 
room, liberty, flexibility, licence, free hand, 
free rein. 


left ► adjective left-hand, simstral. Nautical port, 
Nautical, archaic larboard, Heraldry sinister. 
-related terms laevo-, sinistro- 
— opposites right, starboard. 

left-handed ►adjective ©a left-handed golfer 
simstral, informal southpaw, ©a left-handed com- 
pliment backhanded, ambiguous, equivocal, 
double-edged, dubious, indirect, cryptic, ironic, 
sardonic, insincere, hypocritical 
-opposites right-handed 

leftover ► noun © a leftover from the 60s* resi- 
due, survivor, vestige, legacy ©put the leftovers 
in the fridge leavings, uneaten food, remainder, 
scraps, remnants, remains, excess, surplus 
► adjective leftover food remaining, left, uneaten, 
unconsumed, excess, surplus, superfluous, un- 
used, unwanted, spare 

left-wing ► adjective socialist, communist, 
leftist, Labour. Marxist-Lenmist, Bolshevik. 
Trotskyite, Maoist; informal commie, lefty, red, 
pink 

-opposites right-wing, conservative 

log ► noun © Lee broke his leg- (lower) limb, 
shank, informal peg, pm. archaic member, ©a 
table leg: upright, support, prop ©the first leg of 
a European tour, part, stage, portion, segment, 
section, phase, stretch, lap 

■ give someone a leg up help/assist some 
one, give someone assistance, lend someone a 
helping hand, give someone a boost, give 
someone a flying start. 

■ leg it ( informal) Qif the dog starts growling, leg 
itf run (away), flee, make off, make a break for 
it. escape, hurry, informal hightail it, hotfoot it, 
make a run for it, cut and run, skedaddle, vam- 
oose. show a clean pair of heels, split, scoot, 
scram, Bnt informal scarper ©legging it around 
London walk, march, tramp, trek, trudge, plod, 
wander, go on foot, go on Shanks’s pony 

■ on Its last legs © my car is on its last legs, di 
lapidated, worn out, rickety, about to fall 
apart ©a foundry business on its last legs * failing, 
about to go bankrupt, near to ruin, going to 
the wall; informal going bust 

■ pull someone’s leg tease, rag, make fun 
of, chaff, jest, joke with, play a (practical) joke 
on, play a tnck on, make a monkey out of, 
hoax, fool, deceive, lead on, hoodwink, dupe, 
beguile, gull; informal kid, have on, nb, take for 
a ride, take the mickey out of, Bnt informal wind 
up, N Amer informal put on 

■ stretch one’s legs go for a walk, take a 
stroll, walk, stroll, move about, get some exer- 
cise 

legacy ►noun ©a legacy from a great aunt’ be 
quest, inheritance, heritage, bequeathal, be- 
stowal, endowment, gift, patrimony, settle- 
ment, birthright; Law, dated hereditament, formal 
benefaction ©the rancorous legacy of the war 
consequence, effect, upshot, spin-off, repercus- 
sion, aftermath, by-product, result 

legal ► adjgcttve © all their actions were legal, law- 
ful, legitimate, licit, within the law, legalized, 
valid, permissible, permitted, allowable, al- 
lowed, above board, admissible, acceptable; au- 
thorized, sanctioned, licensed, constitutional, 
informal legit. Qthe legal profession: judicial, jur- 
idical, judicatory. 

-opposites criminal. 



legality | legendary 


504 



COUNTRY 

LEGISLATURE 

UPPER CHAMBER 

LOWER CHAMBER 

Andorra 

Valleys of Andorra Genera) 
Council 

— 

— 

Australia 

Federal Parliament 

Senate 

House of Representatives 

Austria 

National Assembly 

Bundesrat 

Nationalist 

Belgium 

Parliament 

Senate 

Chamber of Representatives 

Bosnia-Herzegovlna 

National Assembly 

Chamber of Peoples 

Chamber of Representatives 

Brazil 

National Congress 

Senate 

Chamber of Deputies 

Bulgaria 

National Assembly ( Narodno 
Sobranfye) 

— - 

— ■ 

Canada 

Parliament 

Senate 

House of Commons 

China 

National People's Congress 

— 

— 

Croatia 

Parliament (Sabor) 

Chamber of Counties 

House of Representatives 

Czech Republic 

Parliament 

Senate 

Chamber of Deputies 

Denmark 

Foiketing 

— 

— 

Egypt 

People's Assembly 

— 

— 

Finland 

Eduskunta 

— 

— 

France 

Parliament 

Senate 

National Assembly 

Germany 

Parliament 

Bundesrat 

Bundestag 

Greece 

Chamber of Deputies (Voulf) 

— 

— 

Hungary 

National Assembly 

— 

— 

Iceland 

Althing 

— 

— 

India 

Parliament 

Rajya Sabha 

Lok Sabha 

Iran 

Consultative Assembly 
(Majlis) 

— 

— 

Ireland 

Oireachtas 

Seanad 

D&H Eineann 

Israel 

Knesset 

— 

— 

Italy 

Parliament 

Chamber of Deputies 

Senate 

japan 

Diet 

House of Councillors 

House of Representatives 

Jordan 

National Assembly 

Council of Mlntsters 

House of Representatives 

Kenya 

National Assembly 

— 

— 

Malaysia 

Parliament 

Senate 

House of Representatives 

Mexico 

Congress 

Senate 

Chamber of Deputies 

Morocco 

Chamber of Representatives 

— 

— 

Netherlands 

Staten-General 

First Chamber 

Second Chamber 

New Zealand 

House of Representatives 

— 

— 

Norway 

Storting 

Lagtlng 

Odelsting 

Pakistan 

Parliament 

Senate 

National Assembly 

Poland 

National Assembly 

Senate 

Sejm 

Russia 

Federal Assembly 

Federation Council 

State Duma 

South Africa 

Parliament 

•National Assembly 

National Council of Provinces 

Spain 

Cortes Generates 

Senate 

Congress of Deputies 

Sweden 

Riksdag 

— 

— 

Switzerland 

Federal Assembly 

Standerat 

Nationalrat 

Tunisia 

National Assembly 

— 

— 

UK 

Parliament 

House of Lords 

House of Commons 

USA 

Congress 

Senate 

, House of Representatives 


legality ► noun lawfulness, legitimacy, valid- 
ity, admissibility, permissibility, constitutional- 
ity; justice 

legalize ► verb make legal, decriminalize, le- 
gitimize, legitimatize, legitimate, permit, 
allow, authonze, sanction, license; regularize, 
normalize; informal OK, give the go-ahead to. 
give the thumbs up to, give the green light to 
-opposites prohibit. 

legate ► noun ENVOY, emissary, agent, ambas- 
sador. representative, nuncio, commissioner, 
delegate, proxy, deputy, plenipotentiary, mes- 
senger. 

legatee ► noun beneficiary, inheritor, heir, 
heiress, recipient; Law devisee; Scottish Law heri- 
tor. 

legation ► noun 0 the British legation : (diplo- 
matic) mission, delegation, deputation, contin- 


gent; envoys, delegates, diplomats, aides ©the 
legations were besieged embassy, consulate. 

legend ► noun O the Arthurian legends myth, 
saga, epic, (folk) tale, (folk) stoiy, fairy tale, 
fable, mythos, mythus, folklore, lore, myth- 
ology, fantasy, oral history, folk tradition 
©pop legends: celebrity, star, superstar, icon, 
phenomenon, luminary, giant; informal celeb, 
megastar ©the wording of the legend: caption, 
inscription, dedication, slogan, heading, title, 
subtitle, sub-heading, rubric. O the legend to Fig - 
ure 5: explanation, key, guide. 

legendary ► adjective Q legendary kings: 
fabled, heroic, traditional, fairy-tale, story- 
book, mythical, mythological, ©a legendary fig- 
ure in the trade-union movement: famous, cele- 
brated. lamed, renowned, acclaimed, illustri- 
ous. esteemed, honoured, exalted, venerable, 
well known, popular, prominent distin- 
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guished, great, eminent, pre-eminent, formal 
lauded 

-opposites historical 

legerdemain ►noun Q stage magicians practis- 
ing legerdemain sleight of hand, conjuring, 
magic, wizardry; formal prestidigitation, rare 
thaumaturgy ©a piece of management legerde- 
main trickery, cunning, artfulness, craftiness, 
chicanery, skulduggery, deceit, deception, arti- 
fice; Bnt informal jiggery-pokery 
legibility ► noun readability, clanty, clear- 
ness, neatness 

legible ► adjective readable, easy to read, eas- 
ily deciphered, clear, plain, neat, intelligible 
legion ►noun Qa Roman legion * brigade, regi- 
ment, battalion, company, troop, division, 
squadron, squad, platoon, unit ©the legions of 
TV cameras horde, throng, multitude, crowd, 
mass, mob, gang, swarm, flock, herd, score, 
army 

► adjective her fans are legion numerous, countless, 
innumerable, incalculable, many, abundant, 
plentiful, poetic I literary mynad 
legislate ►verb make laws, pass laws, enact 
laws, formulate laws 

legislation ► noun LAW, body of laws, rules, 
rulings, regulations, acts, bills, statutes, enact- 
ments, N Amer formal ordinances 
legislative ►adjective law-making, judicial, 
juridical, parliamentary . governmental, policy- 
making. See list 

legislator ► noun lawmaker, lawgiver, parlia- 
mentanan, Member of Parliament, MP, con- 
gressman. congresswoman, senator 
legitimate ►adjective Qthe only form of legitim- 
ate gambling- legal, lawful, licit, legalized, au- 
thorized. permitted, permissible, allowable, al- 
lowed. admissible, sanctioned, approved, li- 
censed. statutory, constitutional, informal legit 
©the legitimate heir rightful, lawful, genuine, 
authentic, real, true, proper, authorized, sanc- 
tioned. acknowledged, recognized © legitimate 
grounds for unease valid, sound, admissible, ac- 
ceptable, well founded, justifiable, reasonable, 
sensible, just, fair, bona fide 
—opposites illegal, invalid 
legitimize ► verb validate, legitimate, permit, 
authorize, sanction, license, condone, justify, 
endorse, support, legalize 
-opposites outlaw 

leisure ►noun the balance between leisure and 
work free time, spare time, time off, recrea- 
tion, relaxation, inactivity, pleasure, informal R 
and R 

-oppositbs work 

■ at your leisure at your convenience, when 
it suits you, in your own (good) time, without 
haste, unhurriedly 

leisurely ►adjective unhurried, relaxed, easy, 
gentle, sedate, comfortable, restful, undemand- 
ing. slow, lazy 
-oppositbs humed 

lemon 

— RBLATED TERMS CitTOUS. 

lend ► verb QW lend you my towel loan, let 
someone use; advance; Brit Informal sub © these 
examples lend weight to his assertions: add, impart, 
give, bestow, confer, provide, supply, furnish, 
contribute. 


-opposites borrow 

■ lend an ear listen, pay attention, take no- 
tice, be attentive, concentrate, (pay) heed; infor- 
mal be all ears; archaic hearken 

■ lend a hand help (out), give a helping hand, 
assist, give assistance, make a contribution, do 
one’s bit, informal pitch in, muck in, get stuck 
in 

■ lend Itself to be suitable for, be suited to. 
be appropriate for, be applicable for 

length ► noun Q a length of three or four metres | 
the whole length of the valley extent, distance, 
linear measure, span, reach, area, expanse, 
stretch, range, scope ©a considerable length of 
time period, duration, stretch, span ©a length 
of blue silk piece, swatch, measure QMPs criti- 
cized the length of the speech protractedness, 
lengthmess, extent, extensiveness, prolixity, 
wordiness, verbosity, verboseness. long- 
windedness 

■ at length O he spoke at length for a long 
time, for ages, for hours, interminably, endless- 
ly, ceaselessly, unendingly ©he was questioned 
at length thoroughly, fully, in detail, in depth, 
comprehensively, exhaustively, extensively 
©his search led him, at length, to Seattle after a 
long time, eventually, in time, finally, at (long) 
last, in the end. ultimately 

■ go to any length(s) do absolutely any 
thing, go to any extreme 

lengthen ►verb Qhe lengthened his stride 
elongate, make longer, extend, expand, 
widen, broaden, enlarge. © the days are lengthen- 
ing grow/get longer, draw out ©you!! need to 
lengthen the cooking time prolong, make longer, 
increase, extend, expand, protract, stretch out 
-opposites shorten 

lengthy ► adjective © a lengthy civil war (very) 
long, long-lasting, prolonged, extended 
© lengthy discussions protracted, overlong, 
long-drawn-out. verbose, wordy, prolix, long- 
winded, tedious, boring, interminable 
-opposites short 

leniency ►noun mercifulness, mercy, clem- 
ency. forgiveness, tolerance, forbearance, hu- 
manity, chanty, indulgence, mildness, pity, 
sympathy, compassion, understanding 

lenient ►adjective merciful, clement, forgiv- 
ing. forbeanng. tolerant, charitable, humane, 
indulgent, easy-going, magnanimous, sympa- 
thetic, compassionate 
-opposites severe 

lens ► noun. See list 


Shapes of Lenses 


biconcave 

biconvex 

concave 

concavo-convex 


convexo-concave 

convex 

planoconcave 

planoconvex 


leper ► noun (social) outcast, panah. undesir- 
able, persona non grata 

leprechaun ►noun pixie, goblin, elf. sprite, 
fairy, gnome, imp, brownie 
lesbian ► noun homosexual woman, gay 
woman; informal les, lesbo, lezzy, butch, dyke. 
-oppositbs heterosexual. 

► adjective homosexual, gay; informal les. lesbo. 
lezzy, butch, dykey, queer, bent. 



lesion | lethargy 
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-opposites straight 

lesion ► noun wound, injury, bruise, abrasion, 
contusion; ulcer, ulceration, (running) sore, ab- 
scess. Medicine trauma 

less ► pronoun the fare is less than £1 a smaller 
amount, not so/as much as, under, below 
-opposites more 

► determiner there was less noise now not so much, 
smaller, slighter, shorter, reduced, fewer 

► adverb we must use the car less to a lesser de 
gree, to a smaller extent, not so/as much 

► proposition list price less 10 per cent minus, sub- 
tracting. excepting, without 

-opposites plus 

lessen ►verb O exercise lessens the risk of heart 
disease reduce, make less/smaller, minimize, 
decrease, allay, assuage, alleviate, attenuate, 
palliate, ease, dull, deaden, blunt, moderate, 
mitigate, dampen, soften, tone down, dilute, 
weaken Qthe patn began to lessen grow less, 
grow smaller, decrease, dimmish, decline, sub- 
side. abate, fade, die down/off, let up, ease off, 
tail off. drop (off/away), fall, dwindle, ebb, 
wane, recede 0 his behaviour lessened him in their 
eyes, diminish, degrade, discredit, devalue, belit- 
tle 

-opposites increase 

lesser ► adjective Q a lesser offence less import 
ant, minor, secondary, subsidiary, marginal, 
ancillary, auxiliary, supplementary, peripheral, 
inferior, insignificant, unimportant, petty 
©you look down at us lesser mortals subordinate, 
minor, inferior, second-class, subservient, 
lowly, humble 

-opposites greater, superior 
lesson ►noun Qa maths lesson, class, session, 
seminar, tutorial, lecture, period (of instruc- 
tion/teaching) Qthey should be industrious at 
their lessons exercises, assignments, school 
work, homework 0 reading the lesson in assem- 
bly Bible reading, scripture, text, reading 
© Stuart's accident should be a lesson to all parents 
warning, deterrent, caution; example, exem- 
plar. message, moral. 

lest ► conjunction (just) in case, for fear that, in 
order to avoid 

let ► verb ©let him sleep for now. allow, permit, 
give permission to. give leave to, authorize, 
sanction, grant the right to, license, empower, 
enable, entitle, assent to, consent to, agree to, 
acquiesce m, tolerate, countenance, give one’s 
blessing to, give assent to, give someone/ 
something the nod, informal give the green light 
to, give the go-ahead to, give the thumbs up to, 
OK, formal accede to, archaic suffer. ©Wilcox 
opened the door to let her through allow to go, 
permit to pass; make way for 0 they’ve let their 
flat: rent (out), let out, lease, hire (out), sublet, 
sublease 

-oppositbs prevent, prohibit. 

■ lot someone down fail (to support), fall 
short of expectation, disappoint, disillusion, 
abandon, desert, leave stranded, leave in the 
lurch 

■ let something down lengthen, make long- 
er 

■ let fly ©he let fly with a brick: hurl, fling, 
throw, propel, pitch, lob. toss, launch; shoot, 
fire, blast, informal chuck, sling, heave. Qshe let 
ft y at Geoffrey: lose one s temper with, lash out 
at. scold, chastise, chide, rant at, inveigh 


against, rail against, explode, burst out, let 
someone have it, informal carpet, give someone a 
rocket, tear someone off a strip, formal excori- 
ate. 

■ let go release (one s hold on), loose/loosen 
one’s hold on. relinquish, archaic unhand. 

■ let someone go make redundant, dismiss, 
discharge, lay off, give notice to, axe, informal 
sack, fire, give someone their cards, give some- 
one their marching orders, send packing, give 
someone the boot/push, give someone the (old) 
heave-ho 

■ let someone In allow to enter, allow in. 
admit, open the door to. receive, welcome, 
greet 

■ let someone in on something include, 
count in. admit, allow to share in, let partici- 
pate in, inform about, tell about 

■ let something off detonate, discharge, ex- 
plode, set off, fire off 

■ let someone off © {informal) I'll let you off this 
time pardon, forgive, grant an amnesty to. deal 
leniently with, be merciful to, have mercy on, 
acquit, absolve, exonerate, clear, vindicate; mfor- 
mal let someone off the hook, formal exculpate 
©he let me off work excuse from, exempt from, 
spare from. 

■ let on ( informal) ©J never let on that I felt anx- 
ious. reveal, make known, tell, disclose, men- 
tion, divulge, let slip, give away, make public, 
blab, informal let the cat out of the bag. give the 
game away. © they all let on they didn’t hear me 
pretend, feign, affect, make out, make believe, 
simulate. 

■ let something out ©J let out a cry of tri- 
umph utter, emit, give (vent to), produce, 
issue, express, voice, release ©she let out that 
he’d given her a lift home reveal, make known, 
tell, disclose, mention, divulge, let slip, give 
away, let it be known, blurt out 

■ let someone out release, liberate, (set) 
free, let go, discharge; set/tum loose, allow to 
leave 

■ let up ( informal) Qthe rain has let up abate, 
lessen, decrease, diminish, subside, relent, 
slacken, die down/off, ease (off), tail off, ebb, 
wane, dwindle, fade. stop, cease, finish, ©you 
never let up, do you? relax, ease up/off, slow 
down, pause, break (off), take a break, rest, 
stop, informal take a breather ©I promise IU let 
up on him treat less severely, be more leni- 
ent with, be kinder to; Informal go easy on 

let-down ►noun disappointment, anticlimax, 
comedown, non-event, fiasco, setback, blow; in- 
formal washout, damp squib. 

lethal ►adjective fatal, deadly, mortal, death- 
dealing, life-threatening, murderous, killing, 
poisonous, toxic, noxious, venomous, danger- 
ous, destructive, harmful, pernicious; poetic / 
literary deathly, nocuous, archaic baneful 
-opposites harmless, safe 

lethargic ►adjective sluggish, inert, inactive, 
slow, torpid, lifeless, languid, listless, lazy, idle, 
indolent, shiftless, slothful, apathetic, weary, 
tired, fatigued 

lethargy ► noun sluggishness, inertia, inactiv- 
ity. inaction, slowness, torpor, torpidity, life- 
lessness, listlessness, languor, languidness, lazi- 
ness, idleness, indolence, shiftlessness, sloth, 
apathy, passivity, weariness, tiredness, lassi- 
tude, fatigue, poetic/ literary hebetude. 
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-opposites vigour, energy 

letter ► noun Q capital letters (alphabetical) 
character, sign, symbol, mark, figure, rune. 
bnguishcs grapheme See lists at alphabet, phon 
etic Qshe received a letter ■ (written) message, 
(written) communication, note, line, missive, 
dispatch, correspondence, news, information, 
intelligence, word, post, mail, formal epistle 0 a 
man of letters (book) learning, scholarship, eru- 
dition, education, knowledge; intellect, intelli- 
gence, enlightenment, wisdom, sagacity, cul- 
ture 

-related terms epistolary 
■ to the letter strictly, precisely, exactly, ac- 
curately, closely, faithfully, religiously, punc- 
tiliously, literally, verbatim, in every detail 

lettered ► adjective learned, erudite, academ- 
ic, (well) educated, well read, widely read, 
knowledgeable, intellectual, well schooled, en- 
lightened, cultured, cultivated, scholarly, book- 
ish. highbrow, studious 
-opposites ill-educated. 

let-up ► noun ( informal) abatement, lessening de- 
crease, diminishing, diminution, decline, re- 
lenting, remission, slackening, weakemng, re- 
laxation. dying down, easing off, tailing off, 
dropping away/off, respite, break, interval, hia- 
tus, suspension, cessation, stop, pause 

level ► adjective Qa smooth and level surface 
flat, smooth, even, uniform, plane, flush, 
plumb ©he kept his voice level unchanging, 
steady, unvarying, even, uniform, regular, con- 
stant, invariable, unaltenng, calm, unemotion- 
al, composed, equable, unruffled, serene, tran- 
quil. 0 the scores were level' equal, even, drawn, 
tied, all square, neck and neck, level pegging, 
on a par, evenly matched, Informal even- 
steven(s) ©his eyes were level with hers, aligned, 
on the same level as. on a level, at the same 
height as, in line 

-oppositbs uneven, unsteady, unequal 

► noun Qthe post is at research-officer level rank, 
standing, status, position, echelon, degree, 
grade, gradation, stage, standard, rung, class, 
stratum, group, grouping, set. classification 
0 a high level of employment, quantity, amount, 
extent, measure, degree, volume, size, magni- 
tude, intensity, proportion 0 the level of water is 
rising: height, highness, altitude, elevation 
O the sixth level floor, storey, deck. 

► vtrb Qtilt the tin to level the mixture make level, 
level out/off, make even, even off/out, make 
flat, flatten, smooth (out), make uniform 
0 bulldozers levelled the building raze (to the 
ground), demolish, flatten, topple, destroy, 
tear down, knock down, pull down, bulldoze 
©he levelled his opponent with a single blow 
knock down/out. knock to the ground, lay out. 
prostrate, flatten, floor, fell, informal KO, kayo 
QCari levelled the score : equalize, make equal, 
equal, even (up), make level. Qhe levelled his 
pistol at me: aim, point, direct, tram, focus, turn 
0 (informal) I knew you'd level with me: be frank, 
be open, be honest, be above board, tell the 
truth, tell all, hide nothing, be straightforward, 
Informal be upfront. 

■ on tho lovol ( informal) genuine, straight, hon- 
est, above board, fair, true, sincere, straightfor- 
ward; informal upfront; N. Amar. informal on the up 
and up. 


level-headed ► adjective sensible, practical, 
realistic, prudent, pragmatic, wise, reasonable, 
rational, mature, judicious, sound, sober, busi- 
nesslike, no-nonsense, composed, calm, {cool, 
calm, and collected), confident, well balanced, 
equable, cool-headed, self-possessed, having 
one’s feet on the ground, informal unflappable, 
together 

-opposites excitable 

lover ► noun O you can insert a lever and prise the 
rail off crowbar, bar. jemmy 0he pulled the 
lever handle, gnp, pull, switch 

► verb he levered the door open prise, force, 
wrench, pull, wrest, heave, N Amer pry, informal 
jemmy 

leverage ► noun Qthe long handles provide in- 
creased leverage grip, purchase, hold, support, 
anchorage, force, strength ©they have sigmfi - 
cant leverage in negotiations influence, power, 
authority, weight, sway, pull, control, say. 
dominance, advantage, pressure, informal clout, 
muscle, teeth 

levitate ► noun float, nse (into the air), 
hover, be suspended, glide, hang, fly, soar up 

levity ► noun light heartedness, high spints, 
vivacity, liveliness, cheerfulness, cheenness, 
humour, gaiety, fun, jocularity, hilarity, frivol- 
ity, frivolousness, amusement, mirth, laughter, 
memment, glee, comedy, wit, wittiness, jollity, 
joviality 

-opposites seriousness 

levy ► verb Q a proposal to levy VAT on fuel im 
pose, charge, exact, raise, collect, tax 0 [ar- 
chaic) levying troops, conscript, call up. enlist, 
mobilize, rally, muster, marshal, recruit, raise, 
US draft. 

► noun Qthe levy of taxation * imposition, raising, 
collection, formal exaction ©the levy on spints 
tax, tariff, toll, excise, duty, imposition, im- 
post, formal mulct 0 (archaic) not shire levies, but 
professional soldiers conscripts, troops, (armed) 
forces, army, militia 

lewd ►adjective ©a lewd old man. lecherous. 
lustful, licentious, lascivious, dirty, prurient, 
salacious, lubricious, libidinous, lickerish, de- 
bauched, depraved, degenerate, decadent, dissi- 
pated, dissolute, perverted, informal homy, Bnt in- 
formal randy, formal concupiscent ©a lewd song. 
vulgar, crude, smutty, dirty, filthy, obscene, 
pornographic, coarse, off colour, unseemly, in- 
decent. salacious, rude, racy, risque, naughty, 
earthy, spicy, bawdy, ribald; informal blue, 
raunchy, X-rated, nudge-nudge, porno; N Amer 
informal raw, euphemistic adult 
-opposites chaste, clean 

lexicon ► noun dictionary, wordbook, vocabu- 
lary list, glossary, word-finder, thesaurus 

liability ► noun Q journalists’ liability for defam- 
ation. accountability, (legal) responsibility, an- 
swerability; blame, blameworthiness, culpabil- 
ity, guilt, fault. ©they have big liabilities: finan 
cial obligations, debts, arrears, dues, ©an 
electoral liability: hindrance, encumbrance, bur- 
den, handicap, nuisance, inconvenience; obs- 
tacle, impediment, disadvantage, weakness, 
shortcoming; millstone round one’s neck, alba- 
tross, Achilles heel; archaic cumber. O fheir liabil- 
ity to the disease, susceptibility, vulnerability, 
proneness, tendency, predisposition, propen- 
sity. 
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-opposites immunity, asset 

liable ► adjective O they are liable for negligence 
(legally) responsible, accountable, answer- 
able, chargeable, blameworthy, at fault, culp- 
able, guilty ©my income is liable to fluctuate wild- 
ly likely, inclined, tending, disposed, apt, pre- 
disposed, prone, given © areas liable to flooding 
exposed, prone, subject, susceptible, vulner- 
able, in danger of, at nsk of 

liaise ► verb cooperate, work together, collab- 
orate, communicate, network, interface, link 
up 

liaison ► noun Qthe branches work in close li- 
aison cooperation, contact, association, con- 
nection, collaboration, communication, alli- 
ance. partnership QDave was my White House li- 
aison intermediary, mediator, middleman, con- 
tact, link, linkman, linkwoman, hnkperson, 
go-between, representative, agent ©a secret li- 
aison (love) affair, relationship, romance, at- 
tachment, fling, amour, affair of the heart, (ro- 
mantic) entanglement, informal hanky-panky 

liar ► noun fibber, deceiver, perjurer, false wit- 
ness, fabricator, romancer, fabulist, informal 
storyteller 

libation ► noun © they pour libations into the holy 
well (liquid) offering, tribute, oblation Q (hu- 
morous) would you like a small libation? (alcoholic) 
drink, beverage, liquid refreshment, dram, 
draught, nip, tot, informal tipple, archaic potation 

libel ► noun she sued two newspapers for libel def 
amation (of character), character assassin- 
ation, calumny, misrepresentation, scandal- 
mongenng, aspersions, denigration, vilifica- 
tion, disparagement, derogation, insult, slan- 
der. malicious gossip, traducement, lie, slur, 
smear, untruth, false report, informal mud- 
slinging, bad-mouthing 

► verb she alleged the magazine had libelled her de 
fame, malign, slander, blacken someone’s 
name, sully someone’s reputation, speak ill/ 
evil of. traduce, smear, cast aspersions on, drag 
someone’s name through the mud/mire, be- 
smirch. tarnish, taint, tell lies about, stain, vil- 
ify. denigrate, disparage, run down, stigmatize, 
discredit; N Amer slur, formal derogate, calumni- 
ate 

libellous ►adjective defamatory, demgratoiy, 
vilifying, disparaging, derogatory, slanderous, 
false, untrue, traducing, maligning, insulting, 
scurrilous; formal calumnious 

liberal ► adjective O the values of a liberal society 
tolerant, unprejudiced, unbigoted, broad- 
minded, open-minded, enlightened, permissive, 
free (and easy), easy-going, libertarian, indul- 
gent, lenient ©a liberal social agenda ■ progres- 
sive, advanced, modem, forward-looking, 
forward-thinking, progressive, enlightened, 
reformist, radical; informal go-ahead ©a liberal 
education * wide-ranging, broad-based, general. 
Oa liberal interpretation of divorce laws flexible, 
broad, loose, rough, free, general, non-literal, 
non-specific, imprecise, vague, indefinite. 0 lib- 
eral coatings of paint: abundant, copious, ample, 
plentiful, generous, lavish, luxuriant, profuse, 
considerable, prolific, nch; poetic/ literary plent- 
eous. Qthey were liberal with their cash: gener- 
ous. open-handed, unsparing, unstinting, un- 
grudging, lavish, free, munificent, bountiful, 
beneficent, benevolent, big-hearted, philan- 


thropic, chantable, altruistic, unselfish, poetic/ 
literary bounteous 

-opposites reactionary, strict, miserly 

liberate ►verb (set) free, release, let out/go, 
set/let loose, save, rescue, emancipate, enfran- 
chise, histoncal manumit 
-opposites imprison, enslave 

liberation ►noun Qthe liberation of prisoners 
freeing, release, rescue, setting free, freedom, 
liberty, emancipation, histoncal manumission 
© women's liberation freedom, equality, equal 
rights, emancipation, enfranchisement 
— opposi i es confinement, oppression 

liberator ►noun rescuer, saviour, deliverer, 
emancipator, histoncal manumitter 

libertine ► noun an unrepentant libertine philan 
derer, playboy, rake, roue, Don Juan, Lothario, 
Casanova, Romeo, lecher, seducer, womanizei, 
adulterer, debauchee, profligate, wanton, infor- 
mal skirt-chaser, ladykiller, lech, wolf, formal for- 
nicator 

► adjective libertine sexual intercourse licentious, 
lustful, libidinous, lecherous, lascivious, lubri- 
cious, dissolute, dissipated, debauched, wan- 
ton. degenerate, depraved, promiscuous, lewd, 
prurient, salacious, intemperate, lickerish, infor- 
mal loose, fast, goatish, formal concupiscent 

liberty ► noun © personal liberty freedom, inde- 
pendence, free rein, license, self-determination, 
free will, latitude ©the essence of British liberty 
independence, freedom, autonomy, sovereign- 
ty, self government, self rule, self determin- 
ation, civil liberties, human nghts Qthe liberty 
to go where one pleases right, birthright, pre- 
rogative, entitlement, privilege, permission, 
sanction, authorization, authority, licence 
-opposites constraint, slavery 

■ at liberty ©he was at liberty for three months 
free, (on the) loose, at large, unconfined, es- 
caped, out ©your great aunt was at liberty to div- 
ide her estate how she chose free, permitted, al- 
lowed. authorized, able, entitled, eligible 

■ take liberties act with familiarity, show dis- 
respect act with impropriety, act indecorously, 
be impudent, act with impertinence, take ad- 
vantage, exploit 

libidinous ►adjective lustful, lecherous, las- 
civious. lewd, carnal, salacious, prurient, licen- 
tious, libertine, lubricious, dissolute, de- 
bauched, depraved, degenerate, decadent, dissi- 
pated, wanton, promiscuous, lickerish, informal 
homy, goatish, wolfish, Bnt informal randy, formal 
concupiscent 

libido ► noun sex drive, sexual appetite, (sex- 
ual) desire, passion, sexmess, sensuality, sexu- 
ality, lust, lustfulness, informal hominess, Bnt in- 
formal randiness; formal concupiscence 

licence ►noun ©a driving licence permit, cer- 
tificate, document, documentation, authoriza- 
tion, warrant, certification, credentials; pass, 
papers, ©teachers had licence to administer 
beatings, permission, authority, right, a free 
hand, leave, authorization, entitlement, privil- 
ege, prerogative; liberty, freedom, power 
©they manufacture footwear under licence: fran- 
chise, permission, consent, sanction, warrant, 
warranty, charter, ©the army have too much li- 
cence: freedom, liberty, free rein, latitude, inde- 
pendence, scope, impunity, carte blanche 
0 poetic licence, disregard for the facts, m- 
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ventiveness, invention, creativity, imagination, 
fancy, freedom, looseness Qthe licence of the 
age licentiousness, dissoluteness, dissipation, 
debauchery, immorality, impropriety, deca- 
dence, intemperateness, excess, excessiveness, 
lack of restraint 

license ► verb permit, allow, authorize, grant/ 
give authority to, grant/give permission to, cer- 
tify, empower, entitle, enable, give approval to, 
let. qualify, sanction 
-opposites ban 

licentious ► adjective dissolute, dissipated, 
debauched, degenerate, immoral, naughty, 
wanton, decadent, depraved, sinful, corrupt, 
lustful, lecherous, lascivious, libidinous, pruri- 
ent, lubricious, lewd, promiscuous, lickerish, 
formal concupiscent 
-opposites moral 

licit ► adjective legitimate, permissible, admis- 
sible, allowable, permitted, allowed, sanc- 
tioned, authorized, warranted, lawful, legal, 
statutory, legalized, licensed, informal legit 
-opposites forbidden 

lick ► verb O the spaniel licked his face pass one's 
tongue over, touch with one’s tongue, tongue, 
lap, slurp Q flames licking round the coal 
flicker, play, flit, dance © (informal) they licked 
the home side 3-0 See defeat verb sense 1 Q (in- 
formal) the government have inflation licked over 
come, get the better of. find an answer/ 
solution to. conquer, beat, control, master, 
curb, check 

► noun ( informal ) Qa lick of paint dab, bit, drop, 
dash, spot, touch, splash, informal smidgen 
Qthey ran up at a fair lick speed, rate, pace, 
tempo, informal clip 

licking ► noun (informal) Q Arsenal took a licking 
defeat, beating, trouncing, thrashing, informal 
hiding, pasting, hammering, drubbing, N Amer 
informal shellacking 0 Kay got the worst licking of 
his life thrashing, beating, flogging, whipping, 
informal walloping, hiding, pasting, lathenng, N 
Amer informal whaling 

lid ► noun the ltd of a saucepan cover, top, cap, 
covering 

■ put a/the lid on (informal) stop, control, end, 
put an end/stop to, put paid to 

■ lift the lid off/on ( informal) expose, reveal, 
make known, make public, bnng into the 
open, disclose, divulge, informal spill the beans, 
blow the gaff, blab 

lie 1 ► noun loyalty had made him tell lies untruth, 
falsehood, fib, fabrication, deception, inven- 
tion, (piece of) fiction, falsification, (little) 
white lie, half-truth, exaggeration, informal tall 
story, whopper, Bnt informal porky (pie) 

-related terms mendacious 
-opposites truth 

► verb he had lied to the police * tell an untruth, lie, 
fib, dissemble, dissimulate, tell a white lie, per- 
jure oneself, commit peijuty, informal lie 
through one’s teeth, formal forswear oneself 

■ give the lie to disprove, contradict, negate, 
deny, refute, rebut, controvert, belie, invali- 
date, discredit, debunk, challenge, call into 
question, informal shoot full of holes, shoot 
down (in flames), formal confute, gainsay 

lie 2 ►verb Qhe was lying on a bed: recline, he 
down/back, be recumbent, be prostrate, be su- 
pine, be prone, be stretched out, sprawl, rest. 


repose, lounge, loll 0her handbag lay on a 
chair be placed, be situated, be positioned, 
rest. © lying on the border of Switzerland and Aus- 
tria be situated, be located, be placed, be 
found, be sited Qhis body lies in a crypt be bur 
ied, be interred, be laid to rest, rest, be en- 
tombed 0 the difficulty lies tn building real quality 
into the products consist, be inherent, be pres- 
ent, be contained, exist, reside 
-opposites stand 

■ lie heavy on trouble, worry, bother, tor- 
ment, oppress, nag, prey on one’s mind, 
plague, mggle at, gnaw at, haunt, informal bug 

■ lie low hide (out), go into hiding, conceal 
oneself, keep out of sight, go to earth/ground, 
mfonnal hole up, Bnt informal, dated lie doggo 

liege ► noun (liege) lord, feudal lord, overlord, 
master, chief, superior, baron, monarch, sover- 
eign, histoncal suzerain, seigneur 

lieutenant ►noun deputy, second in com- 
mand, right-hand man/woman, number two, 
assistant, aide, informal sidekick 

life ► noun O the joy of giving life to a child exist 
ence, being, living, animation, sentience, cre- 
ation, viability 0 threats to life on the planet liv 
ing beings/creatures, the living, human/ani- 
mal/ plant life, fauna, flora, ecosystems, human 
beings, humanity, humankind, mankind, man 
©an easy life way of life/living, lifestyle, situ- 
ation, fate, lot. O the last nine months of his life 
lifetime, life span, days, time on earth, exist- 
ence Qthe life of a Parliament duration, life- 
time, existence Qhe is full of life vivacity, ani- 
mation, liveliness, vitality, verve, high spirits, 
exuberance, zest, buoyancy, enthusiasm, en- 
ergy. vigour, dynamism, elan, gusto, bno, 
bounce, spirit, fire, (hustle and) bustle, move- 
ment, informal oomph, pizzazz, pep, zing, zip, 
vim Qthe life of the party moving spirit, (vital) 
spirit, life force, lifeblood, heart, soul ©more 
than 1,500 lives were lost in the accident person, 
human being, individual, soul © a life of Cho- 
pin biography, autobiography, life story/ 
history, profile, chronicle, account, portrait, in- 
formal biog. bio © I'll miss you, but that’s life the 
way of the world, the way things go, the 
human condition, fate, destiny, providence, 
kismet, karma, fortune, luck, chance, informal 
the way the cookie crumbles 
-related terms animate, bio- 
-opposites death 

■ come to life Qthe sounds of a barracks coming 
to life become votive, come alive, wake up, 
awaken, arouse, rouse, stir, poetic/ literary waken 
Qthe carved angel suddenly came to life become 
animate, come alive 

■ for dear life desperately, with all one’s 
might, with might and main, for all one is 
worth, as fast/hard as possible, like the devil. 

■ give one’s life Q he would give his life for her 
die (to save), lay down one’s life, sacrifice one- 
self, offer one’s life. Qhe gave his life to the com- 
pany dedicate oneself, devote oneself, give 
oneself, surrender oneself 

llfe-and-deattl ► adjective vital, of vital im- 
portance, crucial, critical, urgent, pivotal, mo- 
mentous, important, key, serious, grave, sig- 
nificant; informal earth-shattering, formal of great 
moment. 

-opposites trivial. 
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lifeblood ► noun life (force), essential con- 
stituent, driving force, vital spark, inspiration, 
stimulus, essence, crux, heart, soul, core 

life-giving ► adjective vitalizing, animating, 
energizing, invigorating, stimulating, life- 
preserving, life-sustaining 

lifeless ► adjective Q a lifeless body, dead, de- 
parted, perished, gone, no more, passed on/ 
away, stiff, cold, (as) dead as a doornail, formal 
deceased Qa lifeless rag doll inanimate, without 
life, inert, insentient. Qa lifeless landscape bar 
ren, sterile, bare, desolate, stark, and, infertile, 
uncultivated, uninhabited, bleak, colourless, 
characterless, soulless Qa lifeless performance 
lacklustre, spintless, apathetic, torpid, lethar- 
gic, dull, monotonous, boring, tedious, dreary, 
unexciting, expressionless, emotionless, colour- 
less, characterless Q lifeless hair lank, lustre- 
less 

-opposites alive, animate, lively 

lifelike ► adjective realistic, true to life, repre- 
sentational, faithful, exact, precise, detailed, 
vivid, graphic, natural, naturalistic 
-opposites unrealistic 

lifelong ► adjective lasting, long-lasting, long- 
term, constant, stable, established, steady, en- 
dunng, permanent 
-opposites ephemeral 

lifestyle ► noun way of life/living, life, situ- 
ation, fate, lot, conduct, behaviour, customs, 
habits, ways, mores 

lifetime ► noun O be made an exceptional contri- 
bution dunng his lifetime lifespan, life, days, dur- 
ation of life, one’s time (on earth), existence, 
one’s career Qthe lifetime of workstations dur- 
ation, (active) life, life expectancy, functioning 
period, period of effectiveness/usefulness 0 it 
would take a lifetime all one s life, a very long 
time, an eternity, years (on end), aeons, informal 
ages (and ages), an age 

lift ► verb Qlift the pock on to your back raise, 
hoist, heave, haul up, uplift, heft, raise up/ 
aloft, upraise, elevate, hold high, pick up, grab, 
take up, scoop up, snatch up, winch up, jack 
up, lever up, informal hump, poehc/ literary up- 
heave © the news lifted his spirits, boost, raise, 
buoy up, elevate, cheer up. perk up, uplift, 
brighten up, ginger up, gladden, encourage, 
stimulate, revive; informal buck up Qthey lift 
their game on big occasions, improve, boost, en- 
hance, revitalize, upgrade, ameliorate 0 the fog 
had lifted clear, rise, disperse, dissipate, disap- 
pear, vanish, dissolve Qthe ban has been lifted- 
cancel, remove, withdraw, revoke, rescind, 
annul, void, discontinue, end, stop, terminate 
0 lifting carrots dig up, pick, pull up, root out, 
unearth Qthe RAF lifted them to safety airlift, 
transport by air, fly Qhe lifted his voice : amp 
lify, raise, make louder, increase. @ (informal) he 
lifted sections from a 1986 article, plagiarize, pir- 
ate, copy, reproduce, poach; informal crib, rip 
off. (D (informal) she lifted a wallet See steal verb 
sense 1 

-opposites drop, put down 
► noun O Alice went up in the lifr elevator, pater- 
noster (lift), dumb waiter Qgive me a lift up- 
push, hoist, heave, thrust, shove. Q he gave me 
a lift to the airport: (car) ride, run, drive. Qthat 
goal will give his confidence a real lift: boost, fillip, 
stimulus, impetus, encouragement, spur, push; 


improvement, enhancement, informal shot in the 
arm 

■ lift off take off, become airborne, take to 
the air, take wing; be launched, blast off 

light 1 ► noun Qthe light of candles illumination, 
brightness, luminescence, luminosity, shining, 
gleaming, gleam, brilliance, radiance, lustre, 
glowing, glow, blaze, glare, dazzle, sunlight, 
moonlight, starlight, lamplight, firelight, ray of 
light, beam of light, poetic/ literary effulgence, re- 
fulgence, lambency 0 there was a light on in the 
hall lamp, wall light, headlight, headlamp, 
sidelight, street light, floodlight; lantern, torch, 
flashlight Qhave you got a light? match, (cigar- 
ette) lighter. O we'll be driving in the light day 
light (hours), daytime, day, natural light, sun- 
light 0 he saw the problem in a different light as 
pect, angle, slant, approach, interpretation, 
viewpoint, standpoint, context, hue, complex- 
ion Q light dawned on Loretta understanding, 
enlightenment, illumination, comprehension, 
insight, awareness, knowledge Qan eminent 
legal light expert, authority, master, leader, 
guru, leading light, luminary Qhe served his 
party loyally according to his lights talent, skill, 
ability, intelligence, intellect, knowledge, 
understanding 

-related terms photo-, lumin- 
— opposites darkness 

► verb Alan lit a fire set alight, set light to. set 
burning, set on fire, set fire to, put/set a match 
to. ignite, kindle, spark (off), archaic enkindle 
-opposites extinguish 

► adjective Qa light b realffost room bright, full of 
light, well lit. well illuminated, sunny 0 light 
pastel shades light-coloured, light-toned, pale, 
pale-coloured, pastel Q light hair fair, light- 
coloured, blond(e), golden, flaxen. 

-opposites dark, gloomy 

■ bring something to light reveal, disclose, 
expose, uncover, show up, unearth, dig up/out, 
bring to notice, identify, hunt out, nose out 

■ come to light be discovered, be uncovered, 
be unearthed, come out, become known, be- 
come apparent, appear, materialize, emerge 

■ in the light of taking into consideration/ 
account, considering, bearing in mind, taking 
note of, m view of 

■ light up the dashboard lit up become bright, 
brighten, lighten, shine, gleam, flare, blaze, 
glint, sparkle, shimmer, glisten, scintillate 

■ light something up Q a flare lit up the night 
sky make bright, brighten, illuminate, lighten, 
throw/cast light on, shine on, irradiate; poetic / 
literary illumine. 0 her enthusiasm lit up her face 
animate, irradiate, brighten, cheer up, enliven. 

■ throw/cast/shed light on explain, eluci- 
date. clarify, clear up, interpret. 

light 2 ► adjective Qit’s light and portable easy to 
lift, not heavy, lightweight; easy to carry, port- 
able. Qa light cotton robe: flimsy, lightweight, 
insubstantial, thin, delicate, floaty, gauzy, gos- 
samer, diaphanous. Q she is light on her feet: nim 
ble, agile, lithe, limber, lissom, graceful; light- 
footed, fleet-footed, quick, quick-moving, spry, 
sprightly, Informal twinkletoed; poetic/ literary fleet, 
lightsome. Qa light sot I: friable, sandy, easily 
dug, workable, crumbly, loose. Qa light dinner. 
small, modest, simple, easily digested. 0 light 
duties: easy, simple, undemanding, untaxing; in- 
formal cushy. Qhis eyes gleamed with light modeery : 
gentle, mild, moderate, slight; playful, light- 
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hearted. Q light reading- entertaining, light- 
weight, diverting, undemanding, middle-of- 
the-road; frivolous, superficial, trivial 0a light 
heart, carefree, light-hearted, cheerful, cheery, 
happy, merry, jolly, blithe, bright, sunny; buoy- 
ant, bubbly, jaunty, bouncy, breezy, optimistic, 
positive, upbeat, ebullient, dated gay CD this is 
no light matter, unimportant, insignificant, triv- 
ial. trifling, petty, inconsequential, superficial 
CD light footsteps gentle, delicate, soft, dainty, 
faint, indistinct. <D her head felt light dizzy, 
giddy, light-headed, faint, vertiginous, informal 
woozy CD {archaic) light women promiscuous, 
loose, wanton 
-opposites heavy 

light 3 

■ light Into ( N Amer informal) ©we started light- 
ing into our attackers See set on at set 1 ©my 
father lit into me for being late See scold verb 

■ light on/upon come across, chance on. hit 
on. happen on. stumble on/across, blunder on, 
find, discover, uncover, come up with 

lighten 1 ► verb Q the sky was beginning to lighten 
become/grow lighter, brighten ©the first 
touch of dawn lightened the sky. make lighter, 
make brighter, brighten, light up. illuminate, 
throw/cast light on, shine on, irradiate, poetic/ 
literary illumine ©he used lemon juice to lighten his 
hatr whiten, make whiter, bleach, blanch, 
make paler, fade, wash out, decolorize 
-opposites darken 

lighten 2 ► verb O lightening the burden of tax- 
ation make lighter, lessen, reduce, decrease, di- 
minish, ease, alleviate, mitigate, allay, relieve, 
palliate, assuage ©an attempt to lighten her spir- 
its cheer (up), bnghten, gladden, hearten, perk 
up. lift, ginger up, enliven, boost, buoy (up), 
uplift, revive, restore, revitalize 
-opposites increase, depress 

light-fingered ►adjective thieving, stealing, 
pilfering, shoplifting, dishonest, informal sticky- 
fingered, crooked 
-opposites honest 

light-footed ► adjective nimble, light on one’s 
feet, agile, graceful, lithe, spry, sprightly, lim- 
ber, lissom, swift, fast, quick, quick-moving, 
fleet-footed. Informal twinkle-toed, poetic /literary 
fleet 

-opposites clumsy 

light-headed ► adjective dizzy, giddy, faint, 
light in the head, muzzy, vertiginous; informal 
woozy 

light-hearted ► adjective carefree, cheerful, 
cheery, happy, merry, glad, playful, jolly, jo- 
vial, joyful, gleeful, ebullient, high-spinted, 
lively, blithe, bright, sunny, buoyant, vivacious, 
bubbly, jaunty, bouncy, breezy, entertaining, 
amusing, diverting, Informal chirpy, upbeat, dated 
gay 

-opposites miserable. 

lightly ►adverb ©Mufsie kissed him lightly on the 
cheek- softly, gently, faintly, delicately. Q sea- 
son very lightly: sparingly, slightly, sparsely, 
moderately, delicately, ©he has got off lightly: 
without severe punishment, easily, leniently, 
mildly. ©her views are not to be dismissed lightly 
carelessly, airily, heedlessly, without consid- 
eration. uncaringly, indifferently, unthinkingly, 
thoughtlessly, flippantly, breezily, frivolously. 
-opposites hard, heavily. 


lightweight ►adjective O a lightweight Jacket 
thin, light, flimsy, insubstantial, summery 
©lightweight entertainment- trivial, insubstan- 
tial, superficial, shallow, unintellectual, un- 
demanding, frivolous, of little merit/value 
-opposites heavy 

like 1 ► verb ©1 rather like Colonel Maitland be 
fond of, be attached to, have a soft spot for, 
have a liking for, have regard for, think well 
of, admire, respect, esteem, be attracted to, 
fancy, find attractive, be keen on, be taken 
with, informal take a shme to, rate QMaisie likes 
veal | she likes gardening, enjoy, have a taste for, 
have a preference for, have a liking for, be par- 
tial to. find/take pleasure in, be keen on, find 
agreeable, have a penchant/ passion for, find 
enjoyable, appreciate, love, adore, relish, infor- 
mal have a thing about, be into, be mad about/ 
for, be hooked on, go a bundle on Q feel free to 
say what you like choose, please, wish, want, 
see/think fit, care to, will ©how would she like 
it if someone did that to her ? feel about, regard, 
think about, consider 
-opposites hate 

like 3 ► preposition O you’re just like a teacher simi 
lar to, the same as, identical to. © the figure 
landed like a cat in the same way/manner as, m 
the manner of, in a similar way to © cities like 
Birmingham such as, for example, for instance, 
in particular, namely, viz © Richard sounded 
mean , which isn’t like him characteristic of, typ- 
ical of, in character with 
-related terms -esque, -ish 

► noun we shan't see his like again fqual, match, 
equivalent, counterpart, twin, parallel, formal 
compeer 

► adjective a like situation similar, much the same, 
comparable, corresponding, resembling, alike, 
analogous, parallel, equivalent, cognate, re- 
lated, kindred, identical, same, matching 
-opposites dissimilar 

likeable ►adjective pleasant, nice, friendly, 
agreeable, affable, amiable, genial, personable, 
charming, popular, good-natured, engaging, ap- 
pealing, endeanng, convivial, congenial, win- 
ning, delightful, enchanting, lovable, adorable, 
sweet, informal darling, lovely 
-opposites unpleasant 

likelihood ► noun probability, chance, pro- 
spect, possibility, likelmess, odds, feasibility, 
nsk, threat, danger, hope, promise 
likely ► adjective © it seemed likely that a scandal 
would break probable, (distinctly) possible, to 
be expected, odds-on, plausible, imaginable; ex- 
pected, anticipated, predictable, predicted, 
foreseeable, informal on the cards ©a likely ex- 
planation plausible, reasonable, feasible, ac- 
ceptable, believable, credible, tenable, conceiv- 
able. ©a likely story' unlikely, implausible, un- 
believable. incredible, untenable, unacceptable, 
mconceivable ©a likely-looking place- suitable. 
appropriate, apposite, fit, fitting, acceptable, 
right; promising, hopeful, ©a likely lad ■ promis- 
ing, talented, gifted; informal up-and-coming 
-opposites improbable, unbelievable. 

► adverb he was most likely dead: probably, in all 
probability, presumably, no doubt, doubtlessly; 
informal (as) like as not. 

liken ► verb compare, equate, draw an analogy 
between, draw a parallel between, link, associ- 
ate, bracket together 
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-opposites contrast 

likeness ►noun ©her likeness to Anne is quite 
uncanny resemblance, similarity, correspond' 
ence, analogy, uniformity, conformity ©the 
likeness of a naked woman semblance, guise, ap- 
pearance, (outward) form, shape, image ©a 
likeness of the last president . representation, 
image, depiction, portrayal, picture, drawing, 
sketch, painting, portrait, photograph, study, 
statue, sculpture 
-opposites dissimilarity 

likewise ►adverb ©an ambush was out of the 
question, likewise poison also, in addition, too, as 
well, to boot, besides, moreover, furthermore 
© encourage your family and friends to do likewise 
the same, similarly, correspondingly, in the 
same way, in similar fashion 
liking ► noun fondness, love, affection, pen- 
chant, attachment, enjoyment, appreciation, 
taste, passion, preference, partiality, predilec- 
tion, desire, fancy, inclination 
lilt ►noun cadence, rise and fall, inflection, in- 
tonation, rhythm, swing, beat, pulse, tempo 
limb ► noun ©his sore limbs, arm, leg, append- 
age, archaic member, ©the limbs of the tree 
branch, bough. © local job centres act as limbs of 
the Ministry section, branch, offshoot, arm, 
wing, subdivision, department, division 

■ out on a limb © the portrayal of Scotland as 
being out on a limb, isolated, segregated, set 
apart, separate, cut off, solitary ©the govern - 
ment would not go out on a Itmb in a precarious 
position, vulnerable, informal sticking one’s neck 
out 

limber ► adjective 1 have to practise to keep myself 
limber, lithe, supple, nimble, lissom, flexible, 
fit, agile, acrobatic, loose-jointed, loose-limbed 
-opposites stiff 

■ limber up warm up, loosen up, get mto con- 
dition, get into shape, practise, train, stretch 

limbo ► noun unbaptized infants are thought to live 
m limbo non-existence, void, oblivion 

■ in limbo in abeyance, unattended to, unfin- 
ished. suspended, deferred, postponed, put off. 
pending, on ice, in cold storage; unresolved, 
undetermined, up in the air, informal on the 
back burner, on hold 

limelight ► noun the focus of attention, pub- 
lic attention/interest, media attention, the pub- 
lic eye, the glare of publicity, prominence, the 
spotlight. 

-opposites obscurity 

limit ► noun ©the city limits boundary (line), 
border, bound, partition line, frontier, edge, 
demarcation line; penmeter, outside, outline, 
confine, periphery, margin, nm. ©a limit of 
4,500 supporters maximum, ceiling, limitation, 
upper limit, restriction, check, control, re- 
straint. © resources are stretched to the limit: ut- 
most, breaking point, greatest extent. © {infor- 
mal) that really is the limit t the last straw, (more 
than) enough; informal the end, it. 

► verb the pressure to limit costs: restrict, curb, 
cap, (hold in) check, restrain, put a brake on, 
freeze, peg; regulate, control, govern, delimit, 
limitation ► noun © a limitation on the number 
of newcomers restriction, curb, restraint, con- 
trol. check; impediment, obstacle, obstruction, 
bar, barrier, block, deterrent, ©he is aware of 
his own limitations * imperfection, flaw, defect, 


failing, shortcoming, weak point, deficiency, 
failure, frailty, weakness, foible 
-opposites increase, strength 
limited ►adjective Q limited resources restrict 
ed, finite, little, tight, slight, in short supply, 
short, meagre, scanty, sparse, insubstantial, de- 
ficient, inadequate, insufficient, paltiy, poor, 
minimal ©the limited powers of the council re- 
stricted, curbed, checked, controlled, re- 
strained. delimited, qualified 
-opposites ample, boundless 

limitless ►adjective boundless, unbounded, 
unlimited, illimitable, infinite, endless, never- 
ending, unending, everlasting, untold, immeas- 
urable, bottomless, fathomless; unceasing, in- 
terminable, inexhaustible, constant, perpetual 

limp 1 ►verb she limped out of the house hobble, 
walk with a limp, walk lamely/unevenly, walk 
haltingly, falter 

► noun walking with a limp lameness, hobble, un- 
even gait, Medicine claudication 

limp 2 ► adjective ©a Imp handshake soft, flac- 
cid, loose, slack, lax, floppy, drooping, droopy, 
sagging, ©we were all limp with exhaustion 
tired, fatigued, weaiy, exhausted, worn out, 
lethargic, listless, spiritless, weak ©a limp and 
lacklustre speech uninspired, uninspiring, in- 
sipid, flat, lifeless, vapid 
-opposites firm, energetic 
limpid ► adjective © a limpid pool clear, trans- 
parent, glassy, ciystal clear, crystalline, translu- 
cent, pellucid, unclouded ©his limpid writing 
lucid, clear, plain, understandable, intelligible, 
comprehensible, coherent, explicit, unambigu- 
ous, simple, vivid, sharp, crystal clear; formal 
perspicuous 
-opposites opaque 

line 1 ► noun © he drew a line through the name 
dash, rule, bar, score, underline, underscore, 
stroke, slash, solidus, stnpe, strip, band, belt, 
technical stna, stnation, Bnt oblique © there were 
lines round her eyes wrinkle, furrow, crease, 
crinkle, crow’s foot ©the classic lines of the ex- 
tenor contour, outlme, configuration, shape, 
figure, delineation, profile ©he headed the ball 
over the line | the county line: boundary (line), 
limit, border, borderline, bounding line, front- 
ier, demarcation line, dividing line, edge, mar- 
gin, penmeter 0 behind enemy lines position, 
formation, front (lme); trenches. Q he put the 
washing on the line cord, rope, string, cable, 
wire, thread, twine, strand Qa line of soldiers 
file, rank, column, stnng, train, procession, 
row, queue; Bnt informal crocodile, ©a line of fig' 
ures ■ column, row. ©a long line of cross decisions 
series, sequence, succession, chain, stnng. set, 
cycle. CD the line of flight of some bees' course, 
route, track, path, way, run. (©they took a very 
tough line with the industry | the party line: course 
(of action), procedure, technique, tactic, tack; 
policy, practice, approach, plan, programme, 
position, stance, philosophy. f&her own line of 
thought: course, direction, dnft, tack, tendency, 
trend. CD (informal) don’t give me that line / patter, 
story, piece of fiction, fabrication, informal spiel. 
(0he couldn’t remember his lines: words, part, 
script, speech. CD their line of work: (line of) 
business, (line of) work, field, trade, occupa- 
tion, employment, profession, job, career, walk 
of life; specialty, forte, province, department, 
sphere, area (of expertise). CD a new line of col' 
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ogne: brand, kind. sort. type, variety, make 
(Da noble line: ancestry, family, parentage, 
birth, descent, lineage, extraction, genealogy, 
roots, origin, background; stock, bloodline, 
pedigree. QDthi opening line of the poem, sen 
tence, phrase, clause, utterance; passage, ex> 
tract, quotation, quote, citation. should 

drop Ralph a line * note, letter, card, postcard, 
message, communication, missive, memoran- 
dum; correspondence, word; informal memo; for- 
mal epistle 

-related terms linear. 

► vtrto Q her face was lined with age: furrow, wrin- 
kle, crease, mark with lines. 0 the driveway was 
lined by poplars: border, edge, fringe, bound, 
nm 

■ draw tha line at stop short of, refuse to 
accept, baulk at; object to, take issue with, 
take exception to. 

■ In llna O the poor stood in line for food, in a 
queue, in a row, in a file Qthe adverts are in 
line with the editorial style * in agreement, in ac- 
cord, in accordance, in harmony, in step, in 
compliance. ©in line with the buAseye in align- 
ment, aligned, level, at the same height, 
abreast, side by side. Qthe referee kept him in 
line • under control, in order, in check 

■ In llna for a candidate for, in the running 
for, on the shortlist for, being considered for 

■ lay It on tha llna speak frankly/honestly. 
pull no punches, be blunt, not mmce one’s 
words, call a spade a spade; informal give it to 
someone straight. 

■ llna up form a queue/line, get into rows/ 
columns, queue up, fall in. Military dress; Brit in- 
formal form a crocodile 

■ llna somaona/somathlng up O^y lined 
them up and shot them arrange in lines, put in 
rows, arrange m columns, align, range; Military 
dress 0 we've lined up an all-star cast, assemble, 
get together, organize, prepare, arrange, pre- 
arrange. fix up, lay on; book, schedule, time- 
table 

■ on tha llna at risk, in danger, endangered, 
imperilled. 

■ toa tha llna conform, obey/observe the 
rules, comply with the rules, abide by the 
rules 

lino* ► vtfto a cardboard box lined with a blanket- 
cover, put a lining in, interline, face, back, 
pad 

■ llna ono’s pockats (informal) make money, ac- 
cept bribes, embezzle money; informal feather 
one’s nest, graft, be on the make 

lineage ► noun ancestry, family, parentage, 
birth, descent, line, extraction, derivation, ge- 
nealogy. roots, origin, background; stock, 
bloodline, breeding, pedigree. 

lineaments ► plural noun (poetic/ literary) (dis- 
tinctive) features, distinguishing character- 
istics. hallmarks, properties, traits; form, out- 
line, configuration, physiognomy 

lined 1 hadjoctfvs O lined paper, ruled, feint, 
striped, banded. G his lined face : wrinkled, 
wrinkly, furrowed, wizened. 

-opposites plain, smooth. 

lined 2 ► adjsctivs lined curtains: covered, backed, 
interlined; faced, padded. 

liner ► noun Qa luxury liner, ship, ocean liner, 
passenger vessel, boat Qher eyes were ringed 


line | lionize 

with liner- eyeliner, eye pencil, kohl (pencil); 
lipliner 

line-up ► noun Qa star-studded line-up * list of 
performers, cast, bill, programme. 0 United's 
line-up. list of players, team, squad, side. ®a 
long line-up of customers' queue, line, row, col- 
umn. 

linger ► Vtfb O the crowd lingered for a long time 
wait (around), stay (put), remain, loiter, daw- 
dle. dally, take one’s time; informal stick around, 
hang around/round, hang on, archaic tarry. 
0 the infection can linger for many years' persist, 
continue, remain, stay, endure, carry on, last, 
keep on/up. 

-opposites vanish. 

lingerie ► noun womens underwear, under- 
clothes, underclothing, undergarments, night- 
wear, nightclothes, informal undies, frillies, 
underthings, unmentionables; Bnt informal 
smalls. 

lingering ► adjtctto Q lingering doubts, remain 
ing, surviving, persisting, abiding, nagging, nig- 
gling 0 a slow, lingering death' protracted, pro- 
longed, long-drawn-out, long-lasting, 
lingo ► noun ( informal) Of can’t speak the lingo 
language, tongue, dialect 0 computer lingo 
jargon, terminology, slang, argot, cant, patter, 
mumbo-jumbo; informal -ese, -speak, gobblede- 
gook. 

linguistic ► adjoctivt semantic, lingual, rhet- 
orical, verbal. 

lining ► noun backing, interlining, facing, pad- 
ding. liner 

link ► noun Qa chain of steel links: loop, nng. 
connection, connector, coupling, joint Qthe 
links between transport and the environment: con 
nection, relationship, association, linkage, tie 
up. Q their links with the labour movement: bond, 
tie, attachment, connection, relationship, asso- 
ciation, affiliation. O on* of the links in the organ- 
ization- component, constituent, element, part, 
piece. 

► vtrb Qfour boxes were linked together, join, con- 
nect, fasten, attach, bind, unite, combine, 
amalgamate, clamp, secure, fix. tie, couple, 
yoke 0 the evidence linking him with the body as 
sociate, connect, relate, join, bracket, 
lion ► noun Qa lion ready to attack, big cat, king 
of the beasts, lioness. Q a lion amongst men: 
hero, man of courage, brave man; conqueror, 
champion, conquering hero. Qthe lions of die 
symphony hall, celebrity, dignitary, VIP, lumi- 
nary, star, superstar, big name, leading light; 
informal big shot /noise, celeb, megastar. 

-related terms leonine. 

■ beard tha lion In his dan defy danger, face 
up to danger, confront/brave danger. 

■ tha lion’s shara most, the majority, the 
larger part/number, the greater part/number, 
more than half, the bulk. 

Ilonhoartod ► •djocttvo brave, courageous, 
valiant, gallant, intrepid, valorous, fearless, 
bold, daring, stout-hearted, stalwart, heroic, 
doughty, plucky; informal gutsy, spunky. 
-opposites cowardly. 

lionize ► verb celebrate, f&te, glorify, honour, 
exalt, acclaim, admire, praise, extol, applaud, 
hail, venerate, eulogize; formal laud; archaic pan- 
egyrize. 

-opposites vilify. 
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lip ► noun O the lip of the crater * edge, nm, bnm, 
border, verge, brink © ( informal) I'll have no more 
of your lipl insolence, impertinence, impu- 
dence, cheek, rudeness, audacity, effrontery, 
disrespect, presumptuousness, informal mouth, 
Bnt informal sauce, backchat 
-related terms labial, labio- 
■ keep a stiff upper Up keep control of one- 
self, not show emotion, appear unaffected, in- 
formal keep one’s cool 

liquefy ► verb make/become liquid, condense, 
liquidize, melt, deliquesce 
liquid ► adjective Q liquid fuels fluid, liquefied, 
melted, molten, thawed, dissolved. Chemistry hy- 
drous ©her liquid eyes clear, limpid, crystal 
clear, ciystalhne, pellucid, unclouded 0 a li- 
quid voice . pure, clear, mellifluous, dulcet, mel- 
low, sweet, sweet-sounding, soft, melodious, 
harmonious, rare mellifluent Q liquid assets 
convertible, disposable, usable, spendable 
-opposites solid 

► noun a vat of liquid fluid, moisture, wet, wet- 
ness; liquor, solution, juice 

liquidate ► verb Qthe company was liquidated 
close down, wind up, put into liquidation, dis- 
solve, disband ©he liquidated his share portfolio 
convert (to cash), cash m, sell off/up 0 liquid- 
ating the public debt: pay (off), pay m full, settle, 
clear, discharge, square, honour O ( informal) they 
were liquidated in bloody purges See kill verb sense 
1 

liquidize ► verb pur£e, cream, liquefy, blend 
liquor ► noun Q alcoholic liquor alcohol, spirits, 
(alcoholic) dnnk, intoxicating liquor, intoxi- 
cant, informal booze, hard stuff, grog, hooch See 
list at alcohol ©strain the liquor into the sauce 
stock, broth, bouillon, juice, liquid 
lissom ►adjective supple, lithe, limber, grace- 
ful. flexible, loose-limbed, agile, nimble, slim, 
slender, thin, willowy, sleek, tnm 
list 1 ► noun a list of the world's wealthiest people 
catalogue, inventory, record, register, roll, 
file, index, directory, listing, checklist, enumer- 
ation 

► verb the accounts are listed alphabetically record, 
register, make a list of, enter, itemize, enumer- 
ate, catalogue, file, log, minute, categonze, in- 
ventory, classify, group, sort, rank, alphabetize, 
index 

list 2 ► verb the boat listed to one side lean (over), 
tilt, tip, heel (over), careen, cant, pitch, incline, 
slant, slope, bank. 

listen ►verb ©are you listening carefully ? hear, 
pay attention, be attentive, attend, concen- 
trate, keep one’s ears open, pnck up one’s 
ears, informal be all ears, pm back one’s ears, 
poetic/ literary hark, archaic hearken © policy-makers 
should listen to popular opinion ■ pay attention, 
take heed, heed, take notice, take note, mind, 
mark, bear in mind, take into consideration/ 
account. 

■ listen In eavesdrop, spy, overhear, tap, 
wiretap, bug, monitor. 

IlStlSSS ► adjective lethargic, enervated, spirit- 
less, lifeless, vigourless; languid, languorous, 
inactive, inert, sluggish, torpid. 

-opposites energetic 

litany ► noun O repeating the litany prayer, in- 
vocation, supplication, devotion, archaic orison, 
©a litany of complaints' recital, recitation, repe- 


tition, enumeration, list, listing, catalogue, in- 
ventory. 

literacy ►noun ability to read and write, 
reading/wnting proficiency; (book) learning, 
education, scholarship, schooling, 
literal ►adjective Qthe literal sense of the word 
i dreadful ' strict, factual, plam, simple, exact, 
straightforward; unembellished, undistorted, 
objective, correct, true, truthful, accurate, 
genuine, authentic ©a literal translation, word- 
for-word, verbatim, letter-for-letter, exact, pre- 
cise, faithful, close, strict, accurate; formal liter- 
atim ©his literal, unrhetorical manner, literal- 
minded, down-to-earth, matter-of-fact, no- 
nonsense, unsentimental, prosaic, unimagina- 
tive, pedestrian, uninspired, uninspiring. 
-opposites figurative, loose 

► noun (Bnt ) William corrected two literals misprint, 
error, mistake, (slip) of the pen, typographical/ 
typing error/mistake, corrigendum, erratum, in- 
formal typo, howler 

literally ► adverb verbatim, word for word, let- 
ter for letter, exactly, precisely, faithfully, 
closely, strictly, accurately, formal literatim 
literary ►adjective Q literary works written, 
poetic, artistic, dramatic ©her literary friends 
scholarly, learned, intellectual, cultured, eru- 
dite, bookish, highbrow, lettered, academic, 
cultivated, well read, widely read, (well) edu- 
cated 0 literary language formal, written, poet- 
ic, dramatic, elaborate, ornate, flowery 
literate ► adjectlva (well) educated, well read, 
widely read, scholarly, learned, knowledgeable, 
lettered, cultured, cultivated, sophisticated, 
well informed 
-opposites ignorant 

literature ►noun Q English literature written 
works, writings, (creative) writing, literary 
texts, compositions See lists here and at novel, 
play, poem, ©the literature on prototype theory 
publications, published writings, texts, reports, 
studies ©election literature printed matter, 
brochures, leaflets, pamphlets, circulars, flyers, 
handouts, handbills, mailshots, bulletins, docu- 
mentation, publicity, blurb, notices, informal 
bumf 

lithe ► adjective agile, graceful, supple, Umber, 
lithesome, loose-limbed, nimble, deft, flexible, 
lissom 

-opposites clumsy. 

litigant ► noun litigator, opponent (m law), 
contender, disputant, plaintiff, claimant, com- 
plainant, petitioner, appellant, respondent 
litigation ► noun (legal/ judicial) proceedings, 
(legal) action, lawsuit, legal dispute, (legal) 
case, suit (at law), prosecution, indictment, 
litter ► noun ©never drop litter, rubbish, refuse, 
junk, waste, debris, scraps, leavings, fragments, 
detritus, N Amar trash, garbage, ©the litter of 
glasses around her. clutter, jumble, muddle, 
mess, heap, disorder, untidiness, confusion, 
disarray; informal shambles. 0 a litter of kittens : 
brood, family; young, offspring, progeny; Law 
issue ©straw for use as litter, (animal) bedding, 
straw. 0 a horse-drawn litter, sedan chair, palan- 
quin, stretcher. 

► vtrb clothes littered the floor, make untidy, mess 
up, make a mess of, clutter up, be strewn 
about, be scattered about; informal make a sham- 
bles of; poetic/ literary bestrew. 
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literary Schools, Movements, 
and Croups 

See a/so theatre. 

Acmeism 

neociassicfsm 

Aesthetic Movement 

neo-reallsm 

Angry Young Men 

Neue Sachifchkelt 

Augustans 

occultism 

beat generation 

Parnassians 

Bloomsbury group 

Pttfade. la 

Cavalier poets 

postmodernism 

classicism 

post-structuralism 

Dadaism 

pre-Raphaeiitism 

existentialism 

pre-Romantidsm 

expressionism 

primitivism 

futurism 

realism 

Georgian poets 

Renaissance humanism 

Harlem Renaissance 

Romanticism 

imagism 

Russian formalism 

kailyard school 

Scottish Chaucerians 

Lake poets 

social realism 

Liverpool poets 

socialist realism 

magic/magical realism 

structuralism 

mannerism 

Sturm und Drang 

medievalism 

surrealism 

metaphysical poets 

symbolism 

minimalism 

transcendentalism 

modernism 

verismo 

Movement, the 
naturalism 

vortkrism 


little ► adjective Qa little writing desk small, 
small-scale, compact, mini, miniature, tiny, mi- 
nute, minuscule; toy. baby, pocket, undersized, 
dwarf, midget, Scottish wee, informal teeny-weeny, 
teensy-weensy, itsy-bitsy, tiddly, half-pint, Bnt 
informal titchy, dinky, N Amer informal vest-pocket 
0 a little man short, small, slight, petite, di- 
minutive, tiny, elfin, dwarfish, midget, pygmy, 
Lilliputian, Scottish wee, informal teeny-weeny, 
pint-sized ©my little sister young, younger, 
junior, small, baby, infant. ©I was a bodyguard 
for a little while brief, short, short-lived, fleet- 
ing, momentary, transitory, transient, fast, 
quick, hasty, cursory ©a few little problems 
minor, unimportant, insignificant, trivial, trifl- 
ing, petty, paltry, inconsequential, nugatory. 
-opposites big, large, elder, important 

► determiner they have little political influence, hardly 
any, not much, slight, scant, limited, restricted, 
modest, little or no, minimal, negligible 
-opposites considerable 

► adverb Qhe is little known as a teacher hardly, 
barely, scarcely, not much, (only) slightly 
©this disease is little seen nowadays rarely, sel- 
dom, infrequently, hardly (ever), scarcely 
(ever), not much 

-opposites well, often. 

■ a little ©add a little water some, a small 
amount of, a bit of, a touch of, a soup^on of. a 
dash of. a taste of, a spot of; a shade of, a sug- 
gestion of. a trace of, a hint of, a suspicion of; 
a dnbble of. a splash of, a pinch of, a sprink- 
ling of, a speck of; informal a smidgen of, a tad 
of. © after a little, Oliver came in: A short time, a 
little while, a bit, an interval, a short period; a 
minute, a moment, a second, an instant; Informal 
a sec. a mo, a jiffy. © this reminds me a little of 
the Adriatic slightly, faintly, remotely, vaguely; 
somewhat, a little bit, quite, to some degree 


■ little by little gradually, slowly, by degrees, 
by stages, step by step, bit by bit, progressively; 
subtly, imperceptibly 

liturgical ► adjective ceremonial, ntual, sol- 
emn, church 

liturgy ►noun ritual, worship, service, cere- 
mony, nte, observance, celebration, sacrament, 
tradition, custom, practice, rubric, formal ordin- 
ance 

live 1 ► verb O the greatest mathematician who ever 
lived: exist, be alive, be, have life, breathe, 
draw breath, walk the earth ©I hve in London * 
reside, have one’s home, have one’s residence, 
be settled; be housed, lodge, inhabit, occupy, 
populate, Scottish stay, formal dwell, be domi- 
ciled © they lived quietly pass/spend one*s life, 
have a lifestyle, behave, conduct oneself; formal 
comport oneself ©she had lived a difficult life 
experience, spend, pass, lead, have, go 
through, undergo 0 Freddy lived by his wits 
survive, make a living, earn one’s living, eke 
out a living, subsist, support oneself, sustain 
oneself, make ends meet, keep body and soul 
together ©you should hve a little enjoy one 
self, enjoy life, have fun, hve life to the full 
-opposites die, be dead 

■ live It up (informal) live extravagantly, live in 
the lap of luxury, live m clover, carouse, revel, 
enjoy oneself, have a good time, go on a spree, 
roister, informal party, push the boat out, paint 
the town red, have a ball, make whoopee, N 
Amer informal live high on/off the hog. archaic 
wassail 

■ live off/on subsist on, feed on/off, eat, con- 
sume 

live 2 ►adjective ©live bait, living, alive, having 
life, breathing, animate, sentient ©a live per - 
formance in the flesh, personal, in person, not 
recorded, ©a live rail, electrified, charged, 
powered, active, informal hot ©hve coals, (red) 
hot, glowing, aglow, burning, alight, flaming, 
aflame, blazing, ignited, on fire, poetic f literary 
afire ©a hve grenade unexploded, explosive, 
active, unstable, volatile ©live issue topical, 
current, of current interest, controversial, 
burning, pressing, important 
-opposites dead, inanimate, recorded 

■ live wire (informal) energetic person, informal 
fireball, human dynamo, powerhouse, life and 
soul of the party 

livelihood ► noun (source of) income, means 
of support, living, subsistence, keep, mainten- 
ance. sustenance, nourishment, daily bread, 
bread and butter? job, work, employment, oc- 
cupation 

livelong ► adjective (poetic/ literary) entire, whole, 
total, complete, full, continuous 

lively ► adjective © a lively young woman ener- 
getic, active, animated, dynamic, full of life, 
outgoing, spirited, high-spirited, vivacious, en- 
thusiastic, vibrant, buoyant, exuberant, effer- 
vescent, cheerful; bouncy, bubbly, perky, 
sparkling, zestful, informal full of beans, chirpy, 
chipper, peppy, ©a lively bar busy, crowded, 
bustling, buzzing; vibrant, boisterous, jolly, fes- 
tive; informal hopping ©a lively debate: heated, 
vigorous, animated, spirited, enthusiastic, 
forceful, exciting, interesting, memorable. Qa 
lively portrait of the local community, vivid, colour- 
ful, striking, graphic, bold, strong ©he bowled 
at a lively pace: brisk, quick, fast, rapid, swift, 
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speedy, smart, informal nippy, snappy © the press 
is making things lively for the Government, awk 
ward, tncky, difficult, challenging, eventful, 
exciting, busy, informal hairy 
-opposites quiet, dull 

liven 

■ liven up brighten up. cheer up, perk up, re- 
vive, rally, pick up, bounce back, informal buck 
up 

■ liven someone/something up brighten up, 
cheer up, enliven, animate, raise someone’s 
spirits, perk up, spice up, ginger up, make live- 
ly, wake up, invigorate, revive, refresh, vivify, 
galvanize, stimulate, stir up, get going, informal 
buck up. pep up 

liver 

-RELATED TERMS hepatic. 

livery ► noun uniform, regalia, costume, dress, 
attire, garb, clothes, clothing, outfit, suit, gar- 
ments. ensemble; informal get-up, gear, kit; formal 
apparel; archaic raiment, vestments 
livid ► adjective Q (informal) Mum was absolutely 
livid. See furious sense 1 ©a livid bruise, purp 
lish, bluish, dark, discoloured, purple, greyish- 
blue, bruised, angry 

living ► noun O she cleaned floors for a living live 
lihood. (source of) income, means of support, 
subsistence, keep, maintenance, sustenance, 
nounshment. daily bread, bread and butter, 
job, work, employment, occupation. © healthy 
living" way of life, lifestyle, way of living, life, 
conduct, behaviour, activities, habits 

► adjective Q living organisms, alive, live, having 
life, animate, sentient; breathing, existing, ex- 
istent, informal alive and lacking ©a living lan - 
gauge : current, contemporary, present, in use, 
active, surviving, extant, persisting, remaining, 
existing, in existence, ©a living image of the 
man * exact, faithful, true to life, authentic 
-opposites dead, extinct 

living room ► noun sitting room, lounge, 
front room, reception room, family room 

lizard 

-related terms saunan. 
load ► noun QMacDowett’s got a load to deliver 
cargo, freight, consignment, delivery, ship- 
ment, goods, merchandise; pack, bundle, par- 
cel; lorryload, truckload, shipload, boatload, 
vanload, archaic lading. © (informal) I bought a load 
of clothes • a lot, a great deal, a large amount/ 
quantity, an abundance, a wealth, a mountam, 
many, plenty; informal a heap, a mass, a pile, a 
stack, a ton, lots, heaps, masses, piles, stacks, 
tons, ©a heavy teaching load commitment, re- 
sponsibility. duty, obligation, charge, burden; 
trouble, worry, strain, pressure. 

► verb ©we quickly loaded the van: fill (up), pack, 
lade, change, stock, stack. 0 Larry loaded boxes 
into the Jeep * pack, stow, store, stack, bundle, 
place, deposit, put away © loading the committee 
with responsibilities: burden, weigh down, saddle, 
charge; overburden, overwhelm, encumber, 
tax, strain, trouble, worry. © Richard loaded 
Marshal with honours: reward, ply, regale, 
shower ©he loaded a gun: prime, charge, pre- 
pare to flre/use. ©load the cassette into the cam- 
corder. insert, put. place, slot, ©the dice are 
loaded against him: bias, rig, fix; weight. 

loaded ► adjective ©a loaded freight train: full, 
filled, laden, packed, stuffed, crammed, brim- 


ming, stacked; informal chock-full, chock-a-block 
©a loaded gun: primed, charged, ready to fire 
0 (informal) they are all loaded See rich sense 1 
© loaded dice biased, ngged. fixed; weighted 
Qa politically loaded word' charged, emotive, 
sensitive, delicate 

loaf 1 ► noun ©a loaf of bread See list at bread 
© (Brit informal) use your loaf See head noun sense 
2 

loaf 3 ► verb he was just loafing around' laze, 
lounge, loll, idle, waste time, informal hang 
a round /round, Brit informal hang about, mooch 
about/around; N Amer informal bum around 
loafer ► noun idler, layabout, good-for-nothing, 
lounger, shirker, sluggard, laggard, slugabed, in- 
formal skiver, slacker, slob, lazybones 
loan ► noun a loan of £7,000: credit, advance, 
mortgage, overdraft; lending, moneylending; 
Bnt informal sub 

► verb © he loaned me his flat lend, advance, give 
credit; give on loan, lease, charter, hire, Brit in- 
formal sub ©the majority of exhibits have been 
loaned, borrow, receive/take on loan. 
-opposites borrow. 

loath * adjective reluctant, unwilling, disin- 
clined, ill-disposed, against, averse, opposed, re- 
sistant 

-opposites willing. 

loathe ►verb hate, detest, abhor, execrate, 
have a strong aversion to, feel repugnance to- 
wards, not be able to bear/stand, be repelled 
by; formal abominate 
-opposites love. 

loathing ►noun hatred, hate, detestation, ab- 
horrence, abomination, execration, odium, an- 
tipathy. dislike, hostility, animosity, ill feeling, 
bad feeling, malice, animus, enmity, aversion, 
repugnance. 

loathsome ► adjective hateful, detestable, ab- 
horrent, repulsive, odious, repugnant, repel- 
lent, disgusting, revolting, sickening, abomin- 
able, despicable, contemptible, reprehensible, 
execrable, damnable; vile, horrible, nasty, ob- 
noxious, gross, foul; informal homd. yucky, 
poetic/ literary noisome. 

lob ►verb throw, toss, fling, pitch, hurl, pelt, 
sling, launch, propel; informal chuck, bung, 
heave 

lobby ► noun © the hotel lobby, entrance (hall), 
hallway, hall, vestibule, foyer, reception area 
©the anti-hunt lobby: pressure group, interest 
group, ginger group, movement, campaign, 
crusade, lobbyists, supporters; faction, camp. 

► verb © readers are urged to lobby their MPs seek 
to influence, dy to persuade, bring pressure to 
bear on, importune, sway, petition, solicit, ap- 
peal to, pressurize, ©a group lobbying for better 
rail services: campaign, crusade, press, push, ask, 
call, demand, promote, advocate, champion. 

local ►adjective ©the local council: community, 
district, neighbourhood, regional, city, town, 
municipal, provincial, village, parish, ©a local 
restaurant: neighbourhood, nearby, near, at 
hand, close by; accessible, handy, convenient 
©a local infection: confined, restricted, con- 
tained, localized. 

-opposites national. 

► noun © complaints from the locals: local person, 
native, inhabitant, resident, parishioner. 0(Bnt 
informal) a pint in the local See pub. 
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-opposites outsider. 

locale ► noun place, site, spot, area, position, 
location, setting, scene, venue, background, 
backdrop, environment; neighbourhood, dis- 
tnct, region, locality. 

locality ► noun O the locality of the property * 
position, location, whereabouts, place, situ- 
ation, spot, point, site, scene, setting. 0 other 
schools tn the locality vicinity, neighbourhood, 
area, district, region, informal neck of the woods 
localize ► vtrb limit, restrict, confine, contain, 
circumscribe, concentrate, delimit 
-opposites generalize, globalize, 
locate ► verb Q spotter planes locate the shoals 
find, discover, pinpoint, detect, track down, 
run to earth, unearth, sniff out, smoke out, 
search out, ferret out. uncover. 0 a company lo- 
cated near Pittsburgh ■ situate, site, position, 
place, base; put, build, establish, found, sta- 
tion, install, settle 

location ► noun position, place, situation, site, 
locality, locale, spot, whereabouts, point, 
scene, setting, area, environment; bearings, 
orientation, venue, address, technical locus 
lock 1 ► noun the lock on the door : bolt, catch, fas- 
tener, clasp, bar, hasp, latch See list 
► vorb Qhe locked the door ■ bolt, fasten, bar, se- 
cure, seal, padlock, latch, chain 0she locked her 
wrists together, join, interlock, link, mesh, en- 
gage. unite, connect, yoke, mate, couple. 0 the 
whee Is locked * become stuck, stick, jam, 
become/make immovable, become/make ngid 
©he locked her in an embrace clasp, clench, 
grasp, embrace, hug. squeeze. 

-opposites unlock, open, separate, divide 

■ lock someone out keep out, shut out. ref- 
use entrance to. deny admittance to. exclude, 
bar. debar, ban. 

■ lock someone up imprison, jail, incarcerate, 
intern, send to prison, put behind bars, put 
under lock and key, put in chains, clap m 
irons, cage, pen. coop up. informal send down, 
put away, put mside. 

lock 3 ► noun a lock of hair tress, tuft, curl, 
ringlet, hank, strand, wisp, snippet. 

Locks 

torrtHocfc 

Chubb lock (takfcmo/*) 
combination lock 
cylinder lock 
D4ock 
double lock, 
drawback lode 
lever-tumbler lock 
mortise lock 
night tech 
Mock 

radial ptn-tumWer lock 

locker ►noun cupboard, cabinet, chest, safe, 
box. case, coffer; compartment, storeroom, 
lock-up ►noun O drunks were put in the lock-up 
overnight: jajl, prison, cell, detention centre; N 
Amer jailhouse; informal slammer, jug, stir, clink; 
Bnt. informal nick; N Amer informal cooler, can; Bnt 
informal [ dated quod, chokey. 0they stored spare 
furniture in a lock-up: storeroom, store, ware- 
house, depository; garage. 


locomotion ►noun movement, motion, mov- 
ing; travel, travelling, mobility, motility, walk- 
ing, ambulation, running; progress, progres- 
sion. passage; formal perambulation. 

locomotive ► noun. See list at train 

lodge ►noun Qthe porter's lodge ■ gatehouse, 
cottage. 0 a hunting lodge ■ house, cottage, 
cabin, chalet, Bnt shooting box 0 a beaver's 
lodge * den, lair, hole, sett; retreat, haunt, shel- 
ter ©a Masonic lodge, section, branch, wing, 
hall, clubhouse, meeting room; N Amer chap- 
ter. 

► vorb Q William lodged at our house * reside, board, 
stay, live, have lodgings, have rooms, put up, 
be quartered, stop. N Amer room; informal have 
digs; formal dwell, be domiciled, sojourn; archaic 
abide. 0they were lodged at an inn accommo- 
date, put up, take in, house, board, billet, 
quarter, shelter Qthe government lodged a pro- 
test submit, register, enter, put forward, ad- 
vance, lay, present, tender, proffer, put on rec- 
ord, record, table, file O the money was lodged tn 
a bank • deposit, put. bank; stash, store, stow, 
put away, squirrel away. Qthe bullet lodged in 
his back : become fixed, embed itself, become 
embedded, become implanted, get/become 
stuck, stick, catch, become caught, wedge 

lodger ► noun boarder, paying guest. PG. ten- 
ant, N Amer roomer 

lodging ► noun accommodation, rooms, cham- 
bers. living quarters, place to stay, a roof over 
one’s head, housing, shelter, informal digs, pad; 
formal abode, residence, dwelling, dwelling 
place, habitation. 

lofty ► adjective Qa lofty tower tall, high, giant, 
towering, soaring, sky-scraping 0 lofty ideals 
noble, exalted, high, high-minded, worthy, 
grand, fine, elevated 0 a lofty post in the depart- 
ment: eminent, prominent, leading, distin- 
guished, illustrious, celebrated, elevated, es- 
teemed. respected. Q lofty disdain haughty, ar- 
rogant, disdainful, supercilious, condescending, 
patronizing, scornful, contemptuous, self- 
important, conceited, snobbish, informal stuck- 
up. snooty, snotty, Bnt informal toffee-nosed. 
-opposites low, short, base, lowly, modest. 

log ►noun Q a fallen log • branch, trunk, piece of 
wood, (logs) timber, firewood. 0 a log of phone 
calls: record, register, logbook, journal, diary, 
minutes, chronicle, daybook, record book, 
ledger, account, tally. 

► vtrb O all complaints are logged register, record, 
make a note of# note down, write down, jot 
down, put in writing, enter, file, minute ©the 
pilot had logged 95 hours' attain, achieve, chalk 
up, make, do, go, cover. 

loggerheads 

■ at loggarhaads in disagreement, at odds, at 
variance, wrangling, quarrelling, locking horns, 
at daggers drawn, in conflict, fighting, at war; 
informal at each other’s throats. 

logic ►noun Q fids case appears to defy aU logic. 
reason, judgement, logical thought, rational- 
ity, wisdom, sense, good sense, common sense, 
sanity; informal horse sense. © the logic of their ar- 
gument: reasoning, line of reasoning, rationale, 
argument, argumentation, ©the study of logic: 
science of reasoning, science of deduction, sci- 
ence of thought, dialectics, argumentation; for- 
mal ratiocination. 


rim lock 

shackle lock 

snap-lock 

spring lock 

stock-lock 

time lock 

twist-lock 

tumbler lock 

IMoek 

werded lode 

Yale lock (trodmoric) 
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logical ► adjective © information displayed tn a lo - 
gtcal fashion: reasoned, well reasoned, rational, 
sound, cogent, well thought out, valid, coher- 
ent, clear, well organized, systematic, orderly, 
methodical, analytical, consistent, objective, /n- 
formal joined-up © the logical outcome natural, 
reasonable, sensible, understandable, predict- 
able, unsurprising, only to be expected, most 
likely, likeliest, obvious 

-opposites illogical, irrational, unlikely, sur- 
prising. 

logistics ► plural noun organization, planning, 
plans, management, arrangement, administra- 
tion, orchestration, coordination, execution, 
handling, running 

logo ► noun emblem, trademark, device, symbol, 
design, sign, mark, insignia, crest, seal, coat of 
arms, shield, badge, motif, monogram, colo- 
phon. 

loiter ► verb Qhe loitered at bus stops, linger, 
wait, skulk; loaf, lounge, idle, laze, waste time, 
informal hang around/round; Bnt informal hang 
about, mooch about/around, archaic tarry 
Qthey loitered along the river bank' dawdle, dally, 
stroll, amble, saunter, meander, drift, potter, 
take one’s time; informal dilly-dally, mosey, too- 
tle; Bnt informal mooch 

loll ► verb Q he lolled in an armchair lounge, 
sprawl, drape oneself, stretch oneself; slouch, 
slump; laze, luxuriate, put one’s feet up, lean 
back, recline, relax, take it easy ©her head 
lolled to one side hang (loosely), droop, dangle, 
sag, drop, flop 

lone ►adjective ©a lone police officer: solitary, 
single, solo, unaccompanied, unescorted, alone, 
by oneself/itself, sole, companionless, de- 
tached. isolated, unique, lonely, ©a lone parent 
single, unmarried, unattached, partnerless, 
husbandless, wifeless, separated, divorced, 
widowed. 

loneliness ►noun ©his loneliness was unbear 
able • isolation, friendlessness, abandonment, 
rejection, unpopularity, N Amer lonesomeness • 
©the enforced loneliness of a prison cell, solitari 
ness, solitude, lack of company, aloneness, 
separation ©the loneliness of the village isol 
ation, remoteness, seclusion. 

lonely ► adjsctlvt ©I felt very lonely: isolated, 
alone, friendless, with no one to turn to, for- 
saken, abandoned, rejected, unloved, unwant- 
ed; N Amer lonesome © the lonely life of a writer: 
solitary, unaccompanied, lone, by oneself/ 
itself, compamonless ©a lonely road’ deserted, 
uninhabited, unfrequented, unpopulated, deso- 
late. isolated, remote, out of the way, secluded, 
off the beaten track, in the back of beyond, 
godforsaken, informal in the middle of nowhere. 
-opposites popular, sociable, crowded. 

loner ► noun recluse, introvert, lone wolf, her- 
mit, solitary, misanthrope, outsider; historical an- 
chorite. 

long 1 ► adjactlva a long sQence: lengthy, extend- 
ed. prolonged, extensive, protracted, long- 
lasting, long-drawn(-out), spun out. dragged 
out, seemingly endless, lingering, interminable. 
-opposites short, brief. 

■ bsfors long soon, shortly, presently, in the 
near future, in a little while, by and by. in a 
minute, in a moment, in a second; Informal 
anon, in a jiffy, Brit, informal in a tick, in two 


ticks, m a mo, dated directly; poetic/ literary ere 
long 

long 2 ► verb I longed for the holidays yearn, pine, 
ache, hanker for/after, hunger, thirst, itch, be 
eager, be desperate, crave, dream of, set one’s 
heart on, informal have a yen, be dying 

longing ►noun a longing for the countryside 
yearning, pining, craving, ache, burning, hun- 
ger, thirst, hankering, informal yen, itch 
► adjactlva o longing look: yearning, pining, crav- 
ing, hungiy, thirsty, hankering, wistful, covet- 
ous 

long-lasting ► adjactlva enduring, lasting, 
abiding, long-lived, long-running, long-estab- 
lished, long-standing, lifelong, deep-rooted, 
time-honoured, traditional, permanent 
-opposites short-lived, ephemeral 

long-lived ► adjactlva. See long-lasting 

long-standing ►adjactlva well established, 
long-established, time-honoured, traditional, 
age-old; abiding, enduring, long-lived, surviv- 
ing, persistent, prevailing, perennial, deep- 
rooted, long-term, confirmed 
-opposites new, recent 

long-suffering ►adjactlva patient, forbear- 
ing, tolerant, uncomplaining, stoical, resigned, 
easy-going, indulgent, chantable, accommodat- 
ing. forgiving 

-opposites impatient, complaining 

long-winded ► adjactlva verbose, wordy, 
lengthy, long, overlong, prolix, prolonged, pro- 
tracted, long-drawn-out, interminable, discur- 
sive, diffuse, rambling, tortuous, meandering, 
repetitious, informal windy, Bnt. informal waffly 
-opposites concise, succinct, laconic. 

look ► verb ©Mrs Wright looked at him glance, 
gaze, stare, gape, peer, peep, peek, take a look, 
watch, observe, view, regard, examine, inspect, 
eye, scan, scrutinize, survey, study, contem- 
plate, consider, take m, ogle; informal take a gan- 
der. rubberneck, give someone/something a/ 
the once-over, get a load of, Bnt informal take a 
dekko, take a butcher’s, take a shufti, clock, 
gawp; N Amer informal eyeball; poetic/ literary be- 
hold ©her room looked out on Broadway com- 
mand a view of. face, overlook, front, ©they 
looked shocked: seem (to be), appear (to be), have 
the appearance/air of bemg, give the impres- 
sion of being, give every appearance/indication 
of being, strike someone as being. 

-opposites ignore. 

► noun Qhave a look at this report' glance, view, 
examination, study, inspection, observation, 
scan, survey, peep, peek, glimpse, gaze, stare; 
informal eyeful gander, look-see, once-over, 
squint, recce; Brit. Informal shufti. dekko, gawp, 
butcher’s, ©the look on her face: expression, 
mien. © that rustic look: appearance, air, aspect, 
bearing, cast, manner, mien, demeanour, fa- 
cade, impression, effect, ©this season’s look : 
fashion, style, vogue, mode. 

■ look aftor take care of, care for, attend to. 
minister to, tend, mind, keep an eye on. keep 
safe, be responsible for, protect; nurse, babysit, 
childmind. 

■ look back on reflect on, think back to, re- 
member, recall, reminisce about. 

■ look down on disdain, scorn, regard with 
contempt, look down one's nose at, sneer at, 
despise. 
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■ look for search for. hunt for, try to find, 
seek, cast about/around/round for, try to track 
down, forage for, scout out. quest for/after 

■ look forward to await with pleasure, eager- 
ly anticipate, lick one’s lips over, be unable to 
wait for. count the days until 

■ look Into investigate, enquire into, ask 
questions about, go into, probe, explore, follow 
up. research, study, examine, informal check out, 
give something a/the once-over; N Amor informal 
scope out 

■ look like resemble, bear a resemblance to, 
look similar to. take after, have the look of, 
have the appearance of. remind one of, make 
one think of; informal be the spitting image of, 
be a dead nnger for 

■ look on/upon regard, consider, think of, 
deem, judge, see. view, count, reckon 

■ look out beware, watch out, mind out, be 
on (one’s) guard, be alert, be waiy, be vigilant, 
be careful, take care, be cautious, pay atten- 
tion, take heed, keep one’s eyes open/peeled, 
keep an eye out. watch your step 

■ look something over inspect, examine, 
scan, cast an eye over, take stock of, vet, view, 
look through, peruse, run through, read 
through, informal take a dekko at. give some- 
thing a/the once-over, N Amer check out, N 
Amer informal eyeball 

■ look to Owe must look to the future consider, 
think about, turn one’s thoughts to, focus on, 
take heed of, pay attention to. attend to, ad- 
dress. mind, heed ©they look to the government 
for help: turn to, resort to. have recourse to, 
fall back on, rely on 

■ look up improve, get better, pick up, come 
along/on, progress, make progress, make head- 
way, perk up, rally, take a turn for the better 

■ look somoone up ( informal ) visit, pay a visit 
to, call on, go to see, look m on; N Amer. visit 
with, go see, informal drop in on. 

■ look up to admire, have a high opinion of, 
think highly of, hold in high regard, regard 
highly, rate highly, respect, esteem, value. 

lookalike ► noun double, twin, clone, dupli- 
cate. exact likeness, replica, copy, facsimile, 
Doppelganger, informal spitting image, dead 
ringer, dead spit 

lookout ► noun ©he saw the moke from the look- 
out ’ observation post, lookout point, lookout 
station, lookout tower, watchtower. ©the look- 
out sighted sads. watchman, watch, guard, sen- 
tiy, sentinel, picket; histoncal vedette. 0 {Informal) 
it would be a poor lookout for her: outlook, pro- 
spect, chance of success, future ©(Arif informal) 
that’s your lookout, problem, concern, business, 
affair, responsibility, worry. Informal pigeon. 

■ b« on the lookout/keop a lookout keep 
watch, keep an eye out, keep one’s eyes 
peeled, keep a vigil, be alert, he on the qui 
vive. 

loom ► vtrb O ghostly shapes loomed out of the fog’ 
emerge, appear, come into view, take shape, 
materialize, reveal itself, ©the church loomed 
above him: soar, tower, rise, rear up; overhang, 
overshadow, dominate, ©without reforms, disas- 
ter looms: be imminent, be on the horizon, im- 
pend, threaten, brew, be just around the cor- 
ner. 

loop ► noun a loop of rope : coil, hoop, ring, cir- 
cle. noose, oval, spiral, curl, bend, curve, arc, 


twirl, whorl, twist, hook, zigzag, helix, convo- 
lution, incurvation. 

► verb © Dave looped rope around their hands coil, 
wind, twist, snake, wreathe, spiral, curve, 
bend, turn ©he looped the cables together ■ fas- 
ten. tie. join, connect, knot, bind 

loophole ► noun means of evasion, means of 
avoidance, ambiguity, omission, flaw, inconsist- 
ency, discrepancy. 

lOOSO ► adjtctlvt ©a loose floorboard • not fixed 
in place, not secure, unsecured, unattached, 
detached, unfastened, wobbly, unsteady, mov- 
able © she wore her hair loose: untied, unpinned, 
unbound, hanging free, down, flowing. 
0 there's a wolf loose free, at large, at liberty, 
on the loose, escaped, unconfined, untied, un- 
chained, untethered © a loose interpretation 
vague, indefinite, inexact, imprecise, approxi- 
mate; broad, general, rough; liberal 0 a loose 
jacket baggy, generously cut, slack, roomy, 
oversized, shapeless, bagging, sagging, sloppy. 
0 (dated) a loose woman promiscuous, of easy 
virtue, fast, wanton, unchaste, unmoral; licen- 
tious, dissolute. N Amer informal roundheeled, 
dated fallen, derogatory whonsh, sluttish 
-opposites secure, literal, narrow, tight, 
chaste 

► verb ©the hounds have been loosed, free, set free, 
unloose, turn loose, set loose, let loose, let go, 
release, untie, uncham, unfasten, unleash 
Qthe fingers loosed their hold relax, slacken, 
loosen; weaken, lessen, reduce, diminish, mod- 
erate 0 Brian loosed off a shot fire, discharge, 
shoot, let go. let fly with 

-opposites confine, tighten 

■ at a loose end with nothing to do. unoccu- 
pied, unemployed, at leisure, idle, adrift, with 
time to kill, bored, twiddling one’s thumbs, 
kicking one’s heels 

■ break loose escape, make one’s escape, get 
away, get free, break free, free oneself. 

■ let loose. See loose verb sense 1 

■ on the loose free, at liberty, at large, es- 
caped, on the run, fugitive, N Amer informal on 
the lam 

loose-limbed ► adjective supple, limber, 
lithe, lissom, willowy, agile, nimble 

loosen ►verb ©you simply loosen two screws 
make slack, slacken, unstick, unfasten, detach, 
release, disconnect, undo, unclasp, unlatch, un- 
bolt. 0 her fingers loosened’ become slack, slack- 
en, become loose, let go. ease, work loose, 
work free 0 Philip loosened his grip weaken, 
relax, slacken, -*loose, lessen, reduce, moderate, 
diminish ©you need to loosen up. relax, un- 
wind, ease up/ off, informal let up, hang loose, 
lighten up, go easy. 

-opposites tighten 

loot ► noun a bag full of loot booty, spoils, plun- 
der, stolen goods, contraband, pillage; informal 
swag, hot goods, ill-gotten gams, boodle. 

► vtrb troops looted the cathedral, plunder, pillage, 
despoil, ransack, sack, raid, rifle, rob. burgle, 
strip, clear out. 

lop ► vtrb cut, chop, hack, saw, hew, slash, axe, 
prune, sever, clip, trim, snip, dock. crop. 

lope ► vtrb stride, run, bound; lollop. 

lopsldod ► adjtctlvt crooked, askew, awry, 
off-centre, uneven, out of true, out of line, 
asymmetrical, tilted, at an angle, aslant, slant- 
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ing, squint. Scottish agley; informal cock-eyed; Brit 
informal skew-whifF, wonky 
-opposites even, level, balanced, 
loquacious ► adjective talkative, voluble, 
communicative, expansive, garrulous, unre- 
served. chatty, gossipy, gossiping; informal hav- 
ing the gift of the gab, gabby, gassy; Brit informal 
able to talk the hind legs off a donkey. 
-opposites reticent, taciturn 
loquacity ► noun talkativeness, volubility, 
expansiveness, garrulousness, garrulity, chatti- 
ness; informal the gift of the gab. 

-opposites reticence, taciturnity 
lord ► noun Q lords and ladies ■ noble, nobleman, 
peer, aristocrat, patncian, grandee, seigneur 
© it is my duty to obey my lord's wishes, master, 
ruler, leader, chief, superior, monarch, sover- 
eign. king, emperor, pnnce, governor, com- 
mander, suzerain, liege, liege lord 0 let us pray 
to our Lord: God, the Father, the Almighty, Je- 
hovah. the Creator, Jesus Christ, the Messiah, 
the Saviour, the Son of God, the Redeemer, the 
Lamb of God, the Pnnce of Peace, the King of 
Kings, ©a press lord • magnate, tycoon, mogul, 
captain, baron, king; industrialist, propnetor; 
informal big shot, honcho; derogatory fat cat. 
-opposites commoner, servant, infenor. 

■ lord It ovor somoono order about/around. 
dictate to, ride roughshod over, pull rank on. 
tyrannize, have under one’s thumb, be over- 
bearing, put on airs, swagger; informal boss 
about/around, walk all over, push around, 
throw one’s weight about/around 
lordly * adjective Q lordly titles noble, aristo- 
cratic, pnncely, kingly, regal, royal, imperial, 
courtly, stately; magnificent, majestic, grand, 
august ©in lordly tones imperious, arrogant, 
haughty, self-important, swaggering; supercili- 
ous, disdainful, scornful, contemptuous, con- 
descending, patronizing, superior; dictatorial, 
authoritarian, peremptory, autocratic; informal 
bossy, high and mighty, snooty, uppity, hoity- 
toity; Brit informal toffeenosed 
-opposites lowly, humble 
lore ►noun Q Arthurian legend and lore, myth- 
ology. myths, legends, stones, traditions, folk- 
lore. oral tradition, mythos. mythus © cricket 
lore: knowledge, learning, wisdom; informal 
know-how. how-tos 

lorry ►noun truck, wagon, van, juggernaut, 
trailer; articulated lorry, heavy-goods vehicle, 
HGV; dated pantechnicon. See list at vehicle 
lOSO ► verb ©I’ve lost my watch: mislay, mis- 
place, be unable to find, lose track of. leave 
(behind), fail to keep/retain, fail to keep sight 
of. ©he’s lost a lot of blood, be deprived of, suf- 
fer the loss of. no longer have. 0 he lost his pur 
suers: escape from, evade, elude, dodge, avoid, 
give someone the slip, shake off, throw off, 
throw off the scent; leave behind, outdistance, 
outstrip, outrun. © their lost their way: stray 
from, wander from, depart from, go astray 
from, fail to keep to. ©you've lost your opportun- 
ity. neglect, waste, squander, fail to grasp, fail 
to take advantage of, let pass. miss, forfeit; infor- 
mal pass up. lose out on. ©they always lose at 
/ootboO: be defeated, be beaten, suffer defeat, 
be the loser, be conquered, be vanquished, be 
trounced, be worsted; informal come a cropper, 
go down, take a licking, be bested. 

-oppositbs find, regain, seize, win. 


■ lose out be deprived of an opportunity, fail 
to benefit, be disadvantaged, be the loser 

■ loss out on BE UNABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
of, fail to benefit from; informal miss out on. 

■ loso out to be defeated by. be beaten by, 
suffer defeat at the hands of. lose to, be con- 
quered by, be vanquished by, be trounced by, 
be worsted by, be beaten into second place by, 
informal go down to. be bested by. 

loser ► noun © the loser still gets the silver medal ■ 
defeated person, also-ran. runner-up. Q(mfor- 
maf) he's a complete loser, failure, non-achiever, 
underachiever, ne’er-do-well, dead loss, write 
off, has-been; informal flop, non-starter, no- 
hoper, washout, lemon. 

-oppositbs winner, success 

lOSS ► noun © the loss of the documents' mislaying, 
misplacement, forgetting ©loss of earnings de 
privation, disappearance, privation, forfeiture, 
diminution, erosion, reduction, depletion 
© the loss of her husband ■ death, dying, demise, 
passing (away/on), end. quietus; bereavement. 
formal decease; archaic expiiy. © British losses in 
the war. casualty, fatality, victim, dead, miss- 
ing; death toll, number killed/dead/wounded 
0 a loss of £15,000. deficit, debit, debt, indebt- 
edness, deficiency 
-opposites recovery, profit, 
sat a loss baffled, nonplussed, mystified, 
puzzled, perplexed, bewildered, bemused, at 
sixes and sevens, confused, dumbfounded, 
stumped, stuck, blank; Informal clueless, flum- 
moxed, bamboozled, fazed, floored, beaten, N 
Amer informal discombobulated. 

lost ►adjective © her lost keys missing, mislaid, 
misplaced, vanished, disappeared, gone miss- 
ing/astray, forgotten, nowhere to be found; ab- 
sent, not present, strayed, ©f think we're lost • 
off course, off track, disorientated, having 
lost one’s bearings, going round in circles, 
adrift, at sea. stray, astray 0 a lost opportunity 

. missed, forfeited, neglected, wasted, squan- 
dered, gone by the board, informal down the 
drain. © lost traditional values: bygone, past, for- 
mer, one-time, previous, old, olden, departed, 
vamshed, forgotten, consigned to oblivion, ex- 
tinct, dead, gone ©tost species and habitats: ex 
tinct, died out, defunct, vanished, gone; des 
troyed, wiped out, ruined, wrecked, extermin- 
ated, eradicated. © a lost cause * hopeless, be- 
yond hope, futile, forlorn, failed, beyond rem- 
edy, beyond recovery ©tost souls’ damned, fall- 
en. irredeemable, irreclaimable, irretrievable, 
past hope, past praying for, condemned, 
cursed, doomed, excommunicated; poetic/ literary 
accursed, ©tost in thought: engrossed, ab- 
sorbed, rapt, immersed, deep, intent, engaged, 
wrapped up. 

-oppositbs current, saved. 

lot ►pronoun a lot of money | lots of friends: a 
large amount, a fair amount, a good/great 
deal, a great quantity, quantities, an abun- 
dance, a wealth, a profusion, plenty, many, a 
great many, a large number, a considerable 
number, numerous, scores; informal hundreds, 
thousands, millions, billions, loads, masses, 
heaps, a pile, piles, oodles, stacks, scads, 
reams, wads, pots, oceans, a mountain, moun- 
tains, miles, tons, zillions, more than one 

can shake a stick at; Brit, informal a shedload. 
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lashings; N Amer informal gobs, a bunch, ga- 
zillions 

-oppositbs a little, not much, a few, not 
many 

► adverb I work in pastels a lot: a great deal, a 
good deal, to a great extent, much, often, fre- 
quently, regularly. 

-opposites a little, not much. 

► noun O {informal) what do your lot think? group, 
set, crowd, circle, band, crew; informal bunch, 
gang, mob; Brit informal shower. 0 the books were 
auctioned as a number of lots item, article; batch, 
set. collection, group, bundle, quantity, assort- 
ment, parcel. 0his lot in life, fate, destiny, for- 
tune, doom, situation, circumstances, state, 
condition, position, plight, predicament Q(N 
Amer ) some youngsters playing ball in a vacant lot’ 
patch of ground, piece of ground, plot, area, 
tract, parcel, N Amer plat 

■ draw/cast lots decide randomly, spm/toss a 
coin, throw dice, draw straws 

■ throw In ono's lot with join forces with, 
join up with, form an alliance with, ally with, 
align oneself with, link up with, make com- 
mon cause with 

lotion ► noun ointment, cream, salve, balm, 
rub, emollient, moisturizer, lubricant, unguent, 
liniment, embrocation. 

lottery ► noun O a national lottery, raffle, 
(prize) draw, sweepstake, sweep, tombola, 
pools Qthe race is something of a lottery gamble, 
speculation, game of chance, matter of luck 

loud ► adjective Qloud music noisy, blanng, 
booming, deafening, roanng. thunderous, 
thundering, ear-splitting, ear-piercing, piercing, 
carrying, clearly audible; lusty, powerful, force- 
ful. stentorian; Music forte, fortissimo ©loud 
complaints vociferous, clamorous, insistent, 
vehement, emphatic, urgent. 0 a loud T-shirt 
garish, gaudy, flamboyant, lund. glaring, 
showy, ostentatious, vulgar, tasteless; informal 
flash, flashy, naff, kitsch, tacky 
-opposites quiet, soft, gentle, sober, tasteful 

loudly ► adverb at high volume, at the top of 
one’s voice, noisily, deafemngly, thunderously, 
piercingly; stridently, lustily, powerfully, force- 
fully, Music forte, fortissimo; informal as if to 
wake the dead. 

-oppositbs quietly, softly. 

loudmouth ► noun {informal) braggart, boast- 
er, blusterer, swaggerer; informal blabbermouth, 
big mouth; N. Amer informal blowhard. 

loudspeaker ► noun speaker, monitor, woof- 
er, tweeter; loudhailer, megaphone, public ad- 
dress system, PA (system); informal squawk box 

lounge ► verb he Just lounges in his room: laze, 
he, loll, lie back, lean back, recline, stretch 
oneself, drape oneself, relax, rest, repose, take 
it easy, put one’s feet up, unwind, luxuriate; 
sprawl, slump, slouch, flop; loaf, idle, do noth- 
ing. 

► noun she sat in the lounge: living room, sitting 
room, front room, drawing room, morning 
room, reception room, salon, family room; 
dated parlour 

lour, lower ► verb scowl, frown, look sullen, 
glower, glare, give someone black looks, look 
daggers, look angry; Informal give someone dirty 
looks. 

-oppositbs smile. 


louring, lowering ►•djacttva overcast, 
dark, leaden, grey, cloudy, clouded, gloomy, 
threatening, menacing, promising rain. 
-oppositbs sunny, bright. 

lousy ( Informal) ►adjective Qa lousy film See 
awful sense 2. © the lousy, double-crossing snake! 
See despicable ©/ felt lousy See ill adjective 
sense 1 

■ be lousy with. See crawl sense 3 

lout ► noun ruffian, hooligan, thug, boor. oaf. 
hoodlum, rowdy; informal tough, roughneck, 
bruiser, yahoo, lug; Brit informal yob, yobbo 
-oppositbs smoothie, gentleman. 

loutish ► adjective uncouth, rude, impolite, un- 
mannerly, ill-mannered, ill-bred, coarse; thug- 
gish, boorish, oafish, uncivilized, wild, rough; 
informal slobbish; Brrt informal yobbish 
-opposites polite, well behaved 

lovable ► adjective adorable, dear, sweet, cute, 
charming, darling, lovely, likeable, delightful, 
captivating, enchanting, engaging, bewitching, 
pleasing, appealing, winsome, winning, fetch- 
ing, endearing. 

-opposites hateful, loathsome. 

lOVO ► noun O his friendship with Helen grew into 
love deep affection, fondness, tenderness, 
warmth, intimacy, attachment, endearment, 
devotion, adoration, doting, idolization, wor- 
ship, passion, ardour, desire, lust, yearning, in- 
fatuation, besottedness ©her love of fashion, lik 
ing, enjoyment, appreciation, taste, delight, rel- 
ish, passion, zeal, appetite, zest, enthusiasm, 
keenness, fondness, soft spot, weakness, bent, 
leaning, proclivity, inclination, disposition, par- 
tiality. predilection, penchant, ©their love for 
their fellow human beings compassion, care, car- 
ing. regard, solicitude, concern, friendliness, 
friendship, kindness, chanty, goodwill, sym- 
pathy, kindliness, altruism, unselfishness, phil- 
anthropy. benevolence, fellow feeling, human- 
ity Qhe was her one true love beloved, loved 
one, love of one’s life, dear, dearest, dear one. 
darling, sweetheart, sweet, angel, honey, lover, 
inamorato, inamorata, amour, archaic paramour 
0 their love will survive relationship, love affair, 
romance, liaison, affair of the heart, amour 
0 my mother sends her love best wishes, regards, 
good wishes, greetings, kind/kindest regards 
-related terms amatory, phil- 
-opposites hatred. 

► verb ©she loves him dearly ■ care very much for. 
feel deep affectiop for, hold veiy dear, adore, 
think the world of, be devoted to, dote on, 
idolize, worship; be m love with, be infatuated 
with, be smitten with, be besotted with; informal 
be mad/crazy/nuts/wild/potty about, have a 
pash on, carry a torch for. © Laura loved paint- 
ing: like very much, delight in. enjoy greatly, 
have a passion for, take great pleasure in, de- 
rive great pleasure from, relish, savour, have a 
weakness for. be partial to, have a soft spot 
for, have a taste for. be taken with; informal get 
a kick out of, have a thing about, be mad/ 
crazy/nuts/wild/potty about, be hooked on, go 
a bundle on, get off on. get a buzz out of. 
-oppositbs hate. 

■ fell In love with become infatuated with. 
give/lose one’s heart to; Informal fall for. be 
bowled over by. be swept off one’s feet by, de- 
velop a crush on. 
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Lovers (Real and Fictional) 


Anna Karenina and Leon Vronski 
Antony and Cleopatra 
Beatrice and Benedick 
Bonnie and Clyde 
Byron and Lady Caroline Lamb 
Charles II and Nell Gwyn 
Chopin and George Sand 
Dante and Beatrice 
Oaphnis and Chloe 
Darby and Joan 
David and Bathsheba 
Diana, Princess of Wales and Dodi 
Fayed 

Dido and Aeneas 
Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson 
Elizabeth Barrett and Robert 
Browning 
Eros and Psyche 

Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas 
Harlequin and Columbine 
Heathclfff and Cathy 
H6loTse and Abelard 


Henry Miller and Anais Nln 
Hero and Leander 
Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 
Bacall 

Jane Eyre and Edward Rochester 
Joe Orton and Kenneth Halliwell 
Ingrid Bergman and Roberto 
Rossellini 

Madame Butterfly and Lt 
Pinkerton 

Lady Chatterley and Mellors 
Lancelot and Guinevere 
Lord Nelson and Lady Hamilton 
Napoleon and Josephine 
Orpheus and Eurydlce 
Oscar Wlide and Lord Alfred 
Douglas 

Othello and Desdemona 
Paolo and Francesca 
Paris and Helen 
Pelteas and Mtlisande 
Petrarch and Laura 


Porgy and Bess 
Pyramus and Thisbe 
Richard Burton and Elizabeth 
Taylor 

Rimbaud and Verlaine 
Robin Hood and Maid Marian 
Romeo and Juliet 
Rosalind and Orlando 
Samson and Delilah 
Scarlett O’Hara and Rhett Butler 
Superman (dark Kent) and Lois 
Lane 

Tristan and Isolde 
Trollus and Cressida 
Venus and Adonis 
Virginia Woolf and Vita Saekvllle- 
West 

W. B. Yeats and Maud Gonne 
W. H. Auden and Christopher 
I sherwood 


■ In love with infatuated with, besotted with, 
enamoured of, smitten with, consumed with 
desire for, captivated by, bewitched by, en- 
thralled by, entranced by, devoted to. doting 
on; informal mad/crazy/nuts/wild/potty about. 

lOVO affair ► noun Q he had a love affair with a 
teacher, relationship, affair, romance, liaison, 
affair of the heart, affaire de coeur, intngue, 
fling, amour, involvement, romantic entangle- 
ment. flirtation, dalliance, Bnt informal cany-on 
© a love affair with the motor car enthusiasm, 
mania, devotion, passion. 

loveless ► adjective passionless, unloving, un- 
feeling, heartless, cold, icy, frigid 
-opposites loving, passionate 

lovelorn ►adjective lovesick, unrequited in 
love, crossed in love, spumed, jilted, rejected. . 
pining, moping 

lovely ► adjective Q a lovely young woman beau- 
tiful, pretty, attractive, good-looking, appeal- 
ing, handsome, adorable, exquisite, sweet, per- 
sonable, charming, enchanting, engaging, win- 
some, seductive, gorgeous, alluring, ravishing, 
glamorous; Scottish A N English bonny, informal 
tasty, knockout, stunning, drop-dead gorgeous, 
Brit informal smashing, fit. N Amar informal cute, 
foxy; poetic/ literary beauteous, archaic comely, fair 
©a lovely view scenic, picturesque, pleasing, 
easy on the eye; magnificent, stunning, splen- 
did. © (informal) we had a lovely day. delightful, 
very pleasant, very nice, veiy agreeable, mar- 
vellous, wonderful, sublime, superb, fine, 
magical; informal terrific, fabulous, heavenly, div- 
ine, amazing, glorious. 

-oppositbs ugly, horrible. 

lover ►noun Q she had a secret lover, boyfriend, 
girlfriend, lady-love, beloved, love, darling, 
sweetheart, inamorata, inamorato; mistress, 
partner, significant other; Informal bit on the 
side, bit of fluff, toy boy, fancy man, fancy 
woman; dated beau; archaic swain, concubine, 
paramour. See list © a dog lover: devotee, ad- 
mirer. fan. enthusiast, aficionado; Informal buff, 
freak, nut. 

-RELATED TERMS -phile. 


lovesick ►adjective lovelorn, pining, lan- 
guishing. longing, yearning, infatuated, frus- 
trated 

loving ►adjective affectionate, fond, devoted, 
adoring, doting, solicitous, demonstrative, car- 
ing. tender, warm, warm-hearted, close; amor- 
ous, ardent, passionate, amatory. 

-opposites cold, cruel 

low 1 ►adjective Qa low fence, short, small, lit- 
tle, squat, stubby, stunted, dwarf, shallow 
©she was wearing a low dress, low-cut, skimpy, 
revealing, plunging. ©low prices cheap, eco- 
nomical, moderate, reasonable, modest, bar- 
gain, bargain-basement, rock-bottom Q supplies 
were low. scarce, scanty, scant, skimpy, 
meagre, sparse, few, little, paltiy. reduced, de- 
pleted, diminished ©low quality : inferior, 
substandard, poor, bad, low-grade, below par. 
second-rate, unsatisfactoiy. deficient, defective 
Oof low birth humble, lowly, low-ranking, ple- 
beian, proletarian, peasant, poor, common, or- 
dinary ©low expectations unambitious, unas- 
piring, modest Qa low opinion: unfavourable, 
poor, bad, adverse, negative, ©a rather low 
thing to have done, despicable, contemptible, 
reprehensible, lamentable, disgusting, shame- 
ful, mean, abject, unworthy, shabby, uncharit- 
able. base, dishonourable, unprincipled, ig- 
noble, sordid; nasty, cruel, foul, bad; informal 
rotten, low-down; Brit, informal beastly; dated das- 
tardly; archaic scurvy. ©low comedy: uncouth, 
uncultured, unsophisticated, rough, rough- 
hewn, unrefined, tasteless, crass, common, vul- 
gar, coarse, crude ©a low voice: quiet, soft, 
faint, gentle, muted, subdued, muffled, hushed, 
quietened, whispered, stifled, murmured, ©a 
low note: bass, low-pitched, deep, rumbling, 
booming, sonorous, ©she was feeling low: de- 
pressed, dejected, despondent, downhearted, 
downcast, low-spirited, down, morose, miser- 
able, dismal, heavy-hearted, mournful, forlorn, 
woebegone, crestfallen, dispirited; without en- 
ergy, enervated, flat, sapped, weary; Informal 
down in the mouth, down in the dumps, fed 
up, blue. 
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-opposites high, expensive, plentiful, super- 
ior, noble, favourable, admirable, decent, exalt- 
ed. loud, cheerful, lively. 

► noun the dollar fell to an all-time low. nadir, low 
point, lowest point, lowest level, depth, rock 
bottom 

-oppositbs high 

low* ► verb cattle were lowing: moo, bellow. 

lowbrow ► adjective mass-market, tabloid, 
popular, intellectually undemanding, light- 
weight, accessible, unpretentious; uncultured, 
unsophisticated, trashy, philistine, simplistic, 
Brit downmarket, informal dumbed-down, rub- 
bishy 

-opposites highbrow, intellectual. 

low-down ( informal) ► adjective a low-down trick 
unfair, mean, despicable, reprehensible, con- 
temptible, lamentable, disgusting, shameful, 
low, unworthy, shabby, base, dishonourable, 
unprincipled, sordid, underhand, informal rotten, 
dirty, Brit informal beastly, dated dastardly, archaic 
scurvy. 

-opposites kind, honourable 

► noun he gave us the low-down facts, informa- 
tion, story, data, facts and figures, intelligence, 
news, informal info, rundown, the score, the gen, 
the latest, the word, the dope 

lower 1 ► adjective O the lower house of parliament 
subordinate, inferior, lesser, junior, minor, 
secondary, lower-level, subsidiary, subservient 
©her lower Up bottom, bottommost, nether, 
under; underneath, further down, beneath, ©a 
lower price ■ cheaper, reduced, cut, slashed 
-opposites upper, higher, increased 

lower 2 ►varb ©she lowered the mask move 
down, let down, take down, haul down, drop, 
let fall, ©lower your voice soften, modulate, 
quieten, hush, tone down, muffle, turn down, 
mute ©they are lowering their prices’ reduce, 
decrease, lessen, bring down, mark down, cut, 
slash, axe, dimmish, curtail, prune, pare 
(down) ©the water level lowered: subside, fall 
(off), recede, ebb. wane, abate, die down, let 
up. moderate, dimmish, lessen. 0 don't lower 
yourself to their level, degrade, debase, demean, 
abase, humiliate, downgrade, discredit, shame, 
dishonour, disgrace; belittle, cheapen, devalue, 
(lower oneself) stoop, sink, descend 
-opposites raise, increase. 

lower 3 ► verb he lowered at her See lour. 

low-grade ► adjective poor-quality, inferior, 
substandard, second-rate; shoddy, cheap, reject, 
trashy, gimcrack; Brit Informal duff, ropy, two- 
penny-halfpenny, rubbishy; N Amer informal 
two-bit, bum, cheapjack. 

-oppositbs top-quality, first-class. 

low-key ► adjective restrained, modest, under- 
stated, muted, subtle, quiet, low-profile, incon- 
spicuous. unostentatious, unobtrusive, discreet, 
toned-down. 

-oppositbs ostentatious, obtrusive. 

lowly ► adjective humble, low, low-born, low- 
bred, low-ranking, plebeian, proletarian; com- 
mon, ordinary, plain, average, modest, simple; 
inferior, ignoble, subordinate, obscure. 
-oppositbs aristocratic, exalted. 

loyal * adjective faithful, true, devoted; con- 
stant, steadfast, staunch, dependable, reliable, 
trusted, trustworthy, trusty, dutiful, dedicated, 


low | lucky 

unchanging, unwavering, unswerving, patriot- 
ic 

-opposites treacherous 

loyalty ► noun allegiance, faithfulness, obedi- 
ence, adherence, homage, devotion; ■ steadfast- 
ness, staunchness, true-heartedness, depend- 
ability. reliability, trustiness, trustworthiness, 
duty, dedication, commitment, patriotism, his- 
torical fealty. 

-opposites treachery. 

lozongo ►noun © the pattern consists of overlap- 
ping lozenges diamond, rhombus, ©a throat loz- 
enge: pastille, drop, cough sweet, jujube, dated 
cachou 

lubricant ►noun grease, oil, lubrication, lu- 
bricator, emollient, lotion, unguent, informal 
lube 

lubricate ► verb O lubricate the washer with sili- 
cone grease' oil, grease, wax, polish, ©oil 
money lubricates an elaborate system of patronage 
facilitate, ease, smooth the way for, oil the 
wheels of. 

-opposites impede 

lucid ►adjective ©a lucid description, intelli 
gible, comprehensible, understandable, cogent, 
coherent, articulate, clear, transparent, plain, 
simple, vivid, sharp, straightforward, unam- 
biguous, graphic, formal perspicuous, ©he was 
not lurid enough to explain rational, sane, in 
one’s nght mind, in possession of one’s facul- 
ties, compos mentis, able to think clearly, bal- 
anced. clearheaded, sober, sensible; informal all 
there 

-opposites confusing, confused 
luck ► noun © with luck you'll make it. good for 
tune, good luck; fluke, stroke of luck, informal 
lucky break. ©I wish you luck: success, pros- 
perity. good fortune, good luck. © it is a matter 
of luck whether it hits or misses: fortune, fate, des- 
tiny. lot, stars, karma, kismet; fortuity, seren- 
dipity; chance, accident, a twist of fate. Austral/ 
NZ informal mozzle. 

-opposites bad luck, misfortune 

■ In luck fortunate, lucky, blessed with good 
luck, bom under a lucky star, successful, hav- 
ing a charmed life, Bnt informal jammy 

■ out of luck unfortunate, unlucky, luckless, 
hapless, unsuccessful, cursed, jinxed, ill-fated; 
informal down on one’s luck; poetic/ literary star 
crossed 

luckily ► adverb fortunately, happily, provi- 
dentially, opportunely, by good fortune, as luck 
would have it* propitiously; mercifully, thank- 
fully. 

-opposites unfortunately, 
luckless ►adjective unlucky, unfortunate, un- 
successful, hapless, out of luck, cursed, jinxed, 
doomed, ill-fated; Informal down on one’s luck, 
poetic/ literary star-crossed. 

-opposites lucky. 

lucky ► adjective © the lucky winner, fortunate, 
in luck, blessed, blessed with good luck, fa- 
voured, bom under a lucky star, charmed; suc- 
cessful, prosperous; bom with a silver spoon in 
one’s mouth; Brit. Informal jammy, ©a lucky es- 
cape: providential, fortunate, advantageous, 
timely, opportune, serendipitous, exponent, 
heaven-sent, auspicious; chance, fortuitous, 
fluky, accidental. 

-oppositbs unfortunate. 
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lucrative ► adjective profitable, profit-mak- 
ing, gainful, remunerative, moneymaking, pay- 
ing, high-income, well paid, bankable; reward- 
ing, worthwhile; thriving, flourishing, success- 
ful. booming. 

-oppositbs unprofitable. 

lucre ► noun money, cash, funds, capital, 
finances, riches, wealth, spoils, ill-gotten gains, 
Mammon; informal dough, bread, loot, moolah, 
Brit informal dosh, brass, lolly, spondulicks, 
wonga, ackers, the ready, readies, archaic pelf. 

ludicrous ► adjective absurd, ridiculous, farci- 
cal. laughable, nsible, preposterous, foolish, 
mad. insane, idiotic, stupid, inane, silly, asin- 
ine, nonsensical; informal crazy, rare densible 
-oppositbs sensible 

lug ► verb carry, lift, bear, heave, hoist, shoul- 
der, manhandle, haul, drag, tug, tow, trans- 
port, move, convey, shift; informal hump, tote, 
schlep, Scottish informal humph 

luggage ► noun baggage, bags, suitcases, 
cases, trunks See also bag noun sense 2 

lugubrious ► adjective mournful, gloomy, sad, 
unhappy, doleful, glum, melancholy, woeful, 
miserable, woebegone, forlorn, long-faced, 
sombre, solemn, serious, sorrowful, morose, 
dour, cheerless, joyless, dismal, funereal, sepul- 
chral, informal down m the mouth, poetic /literary 
dolorous 

-opposites cheerful 

lukewarm ► adjective Qlukewarm coffee tepid, 
slightly warm, warmish, blood-warm, at skin 
temperature, at room temperature, chambre 
©a lukewarm response, indifferent, cool, half- 
hearted, apathetic, unenthusiastic, tepid, off- 
hand, lackadaisical, perfunctory, non-commit- 
tal; informal laid-back, unenthused, couldn’t- 
care-less; rare Laodicean. 

-opposites hot, cold, enthusiastic 

lull ► verb Qthe sound of the bells lulled us to sleep 
soothe, calm, hush, rock to sleep ©his suspi- 
cions were soon lulled assuage, allay, ease, allevi- 
ate, soothe, quiet, quieten, reduce, diminish, 
quell, banish, dispel ©the noise had lulled 
abate, die down, subside, let up, moderate, 
slacken, lessen, dwindle, decrease, diminish. 
-oppositbs waken, agitate, arouse, intensify 

► noun Qa lull in the fighting' pause, respite, inter- 
val, break, hiatus, suspension, interlude, inter- 
mission. breathing space, informal let-up, 
breather, ©the lull before the storm, calm, still- 
ness, quiet, tranquillity, peace, silence, hush. 
-oppositbs agitation, activity 

lullaby ► noun cradle song, berceuse 

lumbar 1 ►vtrb elephants lumbered past * lurch, 
stumble, trundle, shamble, shuffle, waddle, 
trudge, clump, stump, plod, tramp, informal gal- 
umph 

lumbar 9 ► noun Qa spare room packed with lum- 
ber jumble, clutter, odds and ends, bits and 
pieces, flotsam and jetsam, cast-offs; refuse, 
rubbish, litter; N Amer. trash; Informal junk, odds 
and sods, gubbins, clobber, ©the lumber trade • 
timber, wood. 

► voit (Blit informal) she was lumbered with a husband 
and child: burden, saddle, encumber, hamper; 
load, oppress, trouble, tax; Informal land, dump 
something on someone. 

-opposites free. 


lumbarlng ► adjocttvt clumsy, awkward, 
heavy-footed, slow, blundering, bumbling, 
inept, maladroit, uncoordinated, ungainly, un- 
graceful, gauche, lumpish, hulking, ponderous. 
informal clodhopping 
-opposites nimble, agile 

luminary ► noun leading light, guiding light, 
inspiration, role model, hero, heroine, leader, 
expert, master, panjandrum; lion, legend, 
great, giant 
-oppositbs nobody. 

luminous ► adjective shining, bright, brilliant, 
radiant, dazzling, glowing, gleaming, scintillat- 
ing, lustrous; luminescent, phosphorescent, 
fluorescent, incandescent. 

-oppositbs dark. 

lump 1 ► noun Qa lump of coal chunk, hunk, 
piece, mass, block, wedge, slab, cake, nugget, 
ball, brick, cube, pat, knob, clod, gobbet, dol- 
lop. wad, informal glob, N Amer informal gob. ©a 
lump on his head swelling, bump, bulge, protu- 
berance. protrusion, growth, outgrowth, nod- 
ule, hump 

► verb it is convenient to lump them together com 
bine, put, group, bunch, aggregate, unite, pool, 
merge, collect, throw, consider together 

lump 2 ►verb ( informal) I’m afraid you'll have to 
lump it put up with, bear, endure, take, toler- 
ate, accept 

lumpish ►adjective Q lumpish furniture, cumber 
some, unwieldy, heavy, hulking, chunky, 
bulky, ponderous ©a lumpish young girl stu 
pid, obtuse, dense, dim-witted, dull-witted, 
slow-witted, slow; lethargic, bovine, sluggish, 
listless, informal thick, dumb, dopey, slow on the 
uptake, moronic. Brit informal dozy 
-opposites elegant, quick-witted, sharp 

lumpy ►adjective Qa lumpy mattress, bumpy, 
knobbly, bulging, uneven, rough, gnarled 
© lumpy custard clotted, curdled, congealed, 
coagulated 

lunacy ►noun ^originality demands a degree of 
lunacy, insanity, madness, mental illness, de- 
mentia, mama, psychosis, informal craziness. 
© the lunacy of gambling: folly, foolishness, fool- 
hardiness, stupidity, silliness, idiocy, madness, 
rashness, recklessness, imprudence, irresponsi- 
bility, lnjudiriousness; informal craziness; Brit in- 
formal daftness. 

-opposites sanity, sense, prudence. 

lunatic ►noun he drives like a lunatic: maniac, 
madman, madwoman, imbecile, psychopath, 
psychotic; fool, idiot; eccentric, informal loony, 
nut, nutcase, head case, psycho, moron; Brit in- 
formal nutter; N. Amer. informal screwball. 

► adjective Qa lunatic prisoner. See mad sense 1 
©a lunatic idea. See mad sense 3. 

lunch ►noun midday meal, luncheon; Brit, din- 
ner. 

lung 

-related terms pulmonary, pneumo. 

lunga ► noun Darren made a lunge at his attacker. 
thrust, dive, rush, charge, grab. 

► verb he lunged at Finn with a knife: thrust, dive, 
spring, launch oneself, rush, make a grab. 

lurch ►verb Qhe lurched into the kitchen: stag- 
ger, stumble, wobble, sway, reel roll, weave, 
pitch, totter, blunder, ©the ship lurched: sway. 
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reel, list, heel, rock, roll, pitch, toss, jerk, 
shake, judder, flounder, swerve. 

lure ► verb consumers are frequently lured into debt 
tempt, entice, attract, induce, coax, persuade, 
inveigle, allure, seduce, win over, cajole, be- 
guile. bewitch, ensnare 
-opposites deter, put off. 

► noun the lure of the stage, temptation, entice- 
ment, attraction, pull, draw, appeal, induce- 
ment. allurement, fascination, interest, mag- 
net; informal come-on. 

lurid ► adjective O lurid food colourings bright, 
brilliant, vivid, glaring, shocking, fluorescent, 
flaming, dazzling, intense, gaudy, loud Qthe 
lurid details sensational, sensationalist, exag- 
gerated, over-dramatized, extravagant, colour- 
ful, salacious, graphic, explicit, unrestrained, 
prurient, shocking, gruesome, gory, gnsly, infor- 
mal tacky, shock-horror, juicy, full-frontal 
-opposites muted, restrained 

lurk ► verb skulk, loiter, lie in wait, lie low. 
hide, conceal oneself, take cover, keep out of 
sight 

luscious ►adjective Q luscious fruit- delicious, 
succulent, lush, juicy, mouth-watenng, sweet, 
tasty, appetizing, informal scrumptious, moreish, 
scrummy, yummy, N Amer informal nummy, 
poetic/ literary ambrosial 0 a luscious Swedish 
beauty sexy, sexually attractive, nubile, ravish- 
ing, gorgeous, seductive, alluring, sultry, beau- 
tiful, stunning, informal fanciable, tasty, drop- 
dead gorgeous, curvy, Bnt informal fit, N Amer in- 
formal foxy, cute. Austral /NZ informal spunky. 
-opposites unappetizing, plain, scrawny 

lush ►adjective Qlush vegetation luxuriant, rich, 
abundant, profuse, exuberant, notous, prolific, 
vigorous, dense, thick, rank, rampant, informal 
jungly 0 a lush, ripe peach succulent, luscious, 
juicy, soft, tender, npe 0 a lush apartment lux 
urious, de luxe, sumptuous, palatial, opulent, 
lavish, elaborate, extravagant, fancy, informal 
plush, ntzy. posh, swanky, Bnt informal swish, N 
Amer informal swank 

-opposites barren, sparse, shrivelled, austere 

lust ► noun Ohis lust far her sexual desire, sex- 
ual appetite, sexual longing, ardour, desire, 
passion, libido, sex drive, sexuality, biological 
urge, lechery. lecherousness, lasciviousness; in- 
formal hominess, the hots, Brit Infonnal randiness 
0 a lust far power greed, desire, craving, covet- 
ousness. eagerness, avidity, cupidity, longing, 
yearning, hunger, thirst, appetite, hankering 
-opposites dread, aversion. 

► verb ©he lusted after his employer's wife • desire, 
be consumed with desire for, find sexually at- 
tractive, crave, covet, ache for, bum for, pant 
for; informal have the hots for, lech after/over, 
fancy, have a thing about/for. drool over, have 
the horn for. 0she lusted after adventure: crave, 
desire, covet, want, wish for, long for, yearn 
for, dream of, hanker for, hanker after, hunger 
for, thirst for, ache for. 

-opposites dread, avoid. 

lustful ►adjective lecherous, lascivious, libid- 
inous, licentious, salacious, goatish; wanton, 
unchaste, impure, naughty, immodest, in- 
decent, dirty, prurient; passionate, sensual, 
sexy, erotic; Informal homy, randy, raunchy, for- 
mal concupiscent. 

-opposites chaste, pure. 


lustily ►adverb heartily, vigorously, loudly, at 
the top of one’s voice, powerfully, forceftilly, 
strongly, informal like mad, like crazy. 
-oppositbs feebly, quietly 
lustre ►noun ©her hair lost its lustre : sheen, 
gloss, shine, glow, gleam, shimmer, burnish, 
polish, patina 0 the lustre of the Milky Way bril- 
liance, brightness, radiance, sparide, dazzle, 
flash, glitter, glint, gleam, luminosity, lumines- 
cence 

-opposites dullness, dark 
lustreless ►adjective dull, lacklustre, matt, 
unpolished, tarnished, dingy, dim, dark 
-opposites lustrous, bright 
lustrous ► adjective shiny, shining, satiny, 
glossy, gleaming, shimmenng, burnished, pol- 
ished, radiant, bright, brilliant, luminous; daz- 
zling, sparkling, glistening, twinkling 
-opposites dull, dark. 

lusty ►adjective ©lusty young men healthy, 
strong, fit, vigorous, robust, hale and hearty, 
energetic; rugged, sturdy, muscular, muscly, 
strapping, hefty, husky, burly, powerful, informal 
beefy, dated stalwart 0 lusty singing’ loud, vigor- 
ous, hearty, strong, powerful, forceful 
-opposites feeble, quiet 

luxuriant ► adjective lush, rich, abundant, pro- 
fuse, exuberant, notous, prolific, vigorous; 
dense, thick, rank, rampant, informal jungly 
-opposites barren, sparse 
luxuriate ►verb revel, bask, delight, take 
pleasure, wallow, (luxuriate in) enjoy, relish, 
savour, appreciate, informal get a kick out of, get 
a thrill out of 
-opposites dislike 

luxurious ►adjective ©a luxurious hotel opu- 
lent , sumptuous, de luxe, grand, palatial, 
splendid, magnificent, well appointed, extrava- 
gant. fancy; Bnt upmarket, infonnal plush, posh, 
classy, ntzy, swanky. Bnt informal swish. N Amer 
informal swank luxurious lifestyle self- 

indulgent. sensual, pleasure-loving, pleasure- 
seeking. epicurean, hedomstic, sybantic, lotus- 
eatmg. 

-opposites plain, basic, abstemious 
luxury ►noun ©well live in luxury ■ opulence, 
luxuriousness, sumptuousness, grandeur, mag- 
nificence, splendoui, lavishness, the lap of lux- 
ury, a bed of roses, milk and honey; informal the 
life of Riley 0 a TV is his only luxury’ indul 
gence, extravagance, self-indulgence, treat, 
extra, non-essential, frill 
-opposites simplicity, necessity 
lying ► noun she was no good at lying: untruth 
fulness, fabrication, fibbing, peijuiy, white 
lies, falseness, falsity, dishonesty, mendacity, 
telling stories, invention, misrepresentation, 
deceit, duplicity, poetic /literary perfidy 
-opposites honesty. 

► adjective he was a lying womanizer untruthful, 
false, dishonest, mendacious, deceitful, deceiv- 
ing, duplicitous, double-dealing, two-faced, 
poetic / literary perfidious. 

-opposites truthful. 

lynch ►verb execute illegally, hang; infonnal 
string up 

lyric ► adjective ©a lyric poem: expressive, emo- 
tional, deeply felt, personal, subjective, pas- 
sionate. 0 a lyric soprano: light, silvery, cleat, 
sweet. 
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-opposites harsh 

lyrical ► adjective Q lyrical love poetry expres- 
sive. emotional, deeply felt, personal, subject- 
ive, passionate ©she was lyrical about her success * 
enthusiastic, rhapsodic, effusive, rapturous, ec- 


static, euphoric, earned away 
-opposites unenthusiastic 

lyrics ► plural noun words, libretto, book, text, 
lines 


D 





macabre ►adjective 0 a macabre ritual grue 
some, gnsly. gnm, goiy. morbid, ghastly, un- 
earthly, grotesque, hideous, homfic, shocking, 
dreadfUl, loathsome, repugnant, repulsive, sick- 
ening ©a macabre joke black, weird, un- 
healthy, informal sick 

mace ►noun club, cudgel, stick, staff, shille- 
lagh, bludgeon, truncheon, Brit life preserver, 
N Amer nightstick, billy, billy club, blackjack, 
Bnt informal cosh 

macerate ►verb pulp, mash, squash, soften, 
liquefy, soak 

Machiavellian ►adjective devious, cunning, 
crafty, artful, wily, sly, scheming, treacherous, 
two-faced, tncky. double-dealing, unscrupulous, 
deceitful, dishonest, poetic /literary perfidious, infor- 
mal foxy 

-opposites straightforward, ingenuous 
machinations ►plural noun scheming, plot- 
ting. intrigues, conspiracies, ruses, tncks. 
wiles, stratagems, tactics, manoeuvring 
machine ► noun Qit is quicker done by machine 
apparatus, appliance, device, contraption, con- 
trivance, mechanism, engine, gadget, tool 
G an efficient publicity machme organization, 
system, structure, arrangement, machinery, in- 
formal set-up 

-related terms mechanical 

machinery ► noun O road-making machinery 
equipment, apparatus, plant, hardware, gear, 
tackle, mechanism, instruments, tools, gadget 
ry, technology ©the machinery of local govern- 
ment workings, organization, system, struc- 
ture, administration, institution, informal set-up 

machinist ► noun operator, operative, 
machine-minder 

machismo ► noun (aggressive) masculinity, 
toughness, male chauvinism, sexism, laddish- 
ness, vinlity, manliness 

macho ► adjective a macho, non-caring image (ag 
gressively) male, (unpleasantly) masculine, 
manly, vinle, red-blooded, informal butch, lad- 
dish 

-opposites wimpish 

► noun © be was a macho at heart red-blooded 
male, macho man, muscleman; informal he-man, 
tough guy © macho is out See machismo 
-opposites wimp 

mackintosh ► noun raincoat, gabardine, 
trench coat, waterproof; Bnt pakamac; N Amer 
slicker; Bnt informal mac. trademark Burberry, 
Dnzabone 

macrocosm ►noun Qthe law of the macro- 
cosm: universe, cosmos, creation, outer space 
© the individual is a microcosm of the social macro- 
cosm: system, structure, totality, entirety, com- 
plex. 

-opposites microcosm. 

mad ►adjective Qhe was killed by his mad brother 
insane, mentally ill, certifiable, deranged, de- 
mented, of unsound mind, out of one's mind, 
not in one's right mind, sick in the head. 


crazy, crazed, lunatic, non compos mentis, un- 
hinged, disturbed, raving, psychotic, psycho- 
pathic, mad as a hatter, mad as a March hare, 
away with the fames, informal mental, off one’s 
head, off one’s nut, nuts, nutty, off one’s rock- 
er, not nght in the head, round the bend, stark 
stanng/ravmg mad. bats, batty, bonkers, dotty, 
cuckoo, cracked, loopy, loony, doolally, ba- 
nanas, loco, dippy, screwy, schizoid, touched, 
gaga, up the pole, not all there, not nght up- 
stairs, Bnt informal barmy, crackers, barking, 
barking mad, round the twist, off one’s trolley, 
not the full shilling; N Amer informal nutso, out 
of one’s tree, meshuga. wacko, gonzo. Austral I 
NZ informal bushed. NZ informal porangi. (be mad) 
informal have a screw loose, have bats in the/ 
one’s belfry, Austral informal have kangaroos in 
the/one’s top paddock, (go mad) lose one’s 
reason, lose one’s mind, take leave of one’s 
senses, informal lose one’s marbles, crack up 
© (informal) I'm still mad at him . angry, funous. 
infuriated, irate, raging, enraged, fuming, in- 
censed, seeing red, beside oneself, informal livid, 
spare, informal, dated in a wax, Bnt informal aerated, 
N Amer informal sore, poetic/ literary wrathful: (go 
mad) lose one’s temper, get in a rage, rant and 
rave, informal explode, go off the deep end. go 
ape, flip, flip one’s lid; Bnt informal do one’s nut. 
N Amer informal flip one’s wig ©some mad 
scheme foolish, insane, stupid, lunatic, fool- 
hardy. idiotic, senseless, absurd, impractical, 
silly, inane, asinine, wild, unwise, imprudent. 
informal crazy, crackpot, crackbrained, Bnt informal 
daft O {informal) he's mad about jazz enthusias 
tic, passionate, ardent, fervent, avid, fanatical, 
devoted to. infatuated with, in love with, hot 
for, informal crazy, dotty, nuts, wild, hooked on, 
gone on, Bnt informal potty, N Amer informal nutso 
0 it was a mad dash to get ready frenzied, fran- 
tic, frenetic, feverish, hysterical, wild, hectic, 
manic 

-opposites sane, pleased, sensible, indifferent, 
calm 

■ like mad ( informal) 01 ran like mad fast, 
quickly, rapidly, speedily, hastily, hurriedly 
© he had to fight like mad energetically, enthu- 
siastically. madly, furiously, with a will, for all 
one is worth, passionately, intensely, ardently, 
fervently, informal like crazy, hammer and tongs, 
Bnt informal like billy-o 

madcap ► adjective © a madcap scheme reck 
less, rash, foolhardy, foolish, hare-bramed. 
wild, hasty, imprudent, ill-advised, informal 
crazy, crackpot, crackbrained ©a madcap com- 
edy zany, eccentric, unconventional. 

► noun she was a boisterous madcap, eccentric, 
crank, madman/madwoman, maniac, lunatic, 
oddity, character, individual, informal crackpot, 
oddball, weirdo, loony, nut, Bnt informal nutter, 
N Amer mfonnal screwball. 

madden ►verb Qwhat maddens people most is 
his vagueness: infuriate, exasperate, imtate, in- 
cense. anger, enrage, provoke, upset, agitate, 
vex. irk, make someone's hackles rise, make 
someone see red; informal aggravate, make 
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someone's blood boil, make livid, get up 
someone’s nose, get someone’s goat, get 
someone’s back up; Brit informal nark; N Amr in- 
formal tee off, tick off ©they were maddened with 
pain * drive mad, drive insane, derange, un- 
hinge, unbalance; informal drive round the bend 
made-up ► adjective invented, fabncated, 
trumped up, concocted, fictitious, fictional, 
false, untrue, specious, spunous, bogus, apoc- 
ryphal, imaginary, mythical 
madhouse ► noun ( informal) Q his father is shut 
up in a madhouse, mental hospital, mental insti- 
tution. psychiatric hospital, asylum, informal nut- 
house. funny farm, loony bin; dated lunatic asy- 
lum. © the place was a total madhouse bedlam, 
mayhem, chaos, pandemonium, uproar, tur- 
moil, disorder, madness, all hell broken loose; 
N Amer three-ring circus 

madly ► adverb O she was smiling madly insane 
ly, deliriously, wildly, like a lunatic; informal 
crazily, barmily ©it was fun, hurtling madly 
downhill, fast, furiously, hurriedly, quickly, 
speedily, hastily, energetically, informal like mad, 
like crazy © {informal) he loved her madly, in- 
tensely, fervently, wildly, unrestrainedly, to 
distraction © {informal) his job isn't madly glamor - 
ous • very, extremely, really, exceedingly, excep- 
tionally. remarkably, extraordinarily, immense- 
ly. tremendously, wildly, all that, hugely; mfor- 
mal awfully, tembly, terrifically, fantastically 
-opposites sanely, slowly, slightly 
madman, madwoman ►noun lunatic, 
maniac, psychotic, psychopath; informal loony, 
nut, nutcase, head case, psycho; Bnt informal nut- 
ter; N Amer informal screwball. 
madnoSS ► noun o today madness is called men - 
tal illness: insanity, mental illness, dementia, de- 
rangement, lunacy, instability; mama, psych- 
osis; informal craziness Qit would be madness to 
do otherwise: folly, foolishness, idiocy, stupid- 
ity, insanity, lunacy, silliness; informal craziness 
©it’s absolute madness in here bedlam, mayhem, 
chaos, pandemonium, uproar, turmoil, dis- 
order, ail hell broken loose, N Amer three-nng ’ 
circus 

-opposites sanity, common sense, good sense, 
calm 

maalstrom ►noun ©a maelstrom in the sea: 
whirlpool, vortex, eddy, swirl, poetic /literary Cha- 
rybdis. ©the maelstrom of war turbulence, tu- 
mult, turmoil, disorder, disarray, chaos, confu- 
sion. upheaval, pandemonium, bedlam, whirl- 
wind 

maestro ► noun virtuoso, master, expert, ge- 
nius, wizard, prodigy; informal ace, whizz, pro, 
hotshot. 

-opposites tyro, beginner, 
magazine ► noun journal, periodical, supple- 
ment, colour supplement; informal glossy, mag, 
’zine. 

maganta ► •djtctiv* reddish-purple, purplish- 
red, crimson, plum, carmine red, fuchsia, 
maggot ► noun grub, larva, 
magic ►noun ©do you believe in magic ? sor- 
cery, witchcraft, wizardry, necromancy, en- 
chantment, the supernatural, occultism, the 
occult, black magic, the black arts, voodoo, 
shamanism; charm, hex. spell, jinx; N Amer. 
mojo. ©he does magic at children's parties : con- 
juring tricks, sleight of hand, legerdemain, il- 


lusion, prestidigitation ©the magic of the stage: 
allure, attraction, excitement, fascination, 
charm, glamour ©a taste of soccer magic: skill, 
brilliance, ability, accomplishment, adeptness, 
adroitness, deftness, dexterity, aptitude, expert- 
ise, art, finesse, talent. 

► adjocttvo ©a magic spell, supernatural, en- 
chanted, occult, ©a magic place, fascinating, 
captivating, charming, glamorous, magical, en- 
chanting, entrancing, spellbinding, magnetic, 
irresistible, hypnotic © {informal) we hod a magic 
time • marvellous, wonderful, excellent, admir- 
able. informal terrific, fabulous, fab. brilliant, 
brill 

magical ►adjective © magical incantations' 
supernatural, magic, occult, shamanistic, mys- 
tical, paranormal, preternatural, other-worldly 
Qthe news had a magical effect, extraordinary, 
remarkable, exceptional, outstanding, incred- 
ible, phenomenal, unbelievable, amazing, as- 
tonishing. astounding, stunning, staggering, 
marvellous, magnificent, wonderful, sensation- 
al. breathtaking, miraculous; informal fantastic, 
fabulous, stupendous, out of this world, ter- 
rific, tremendous, brilliant, mind-boggling, 
mind-blowing, awesome, poetic/ literary wondrous 
©this magical small land, enchanting, entran- 
cing, spellbinding, bewitching, beguiling, fas- 
cinating, captivating, alluring, enthralling, 
charming, attractive, lovely, delightful, beauti- 
ful; informal dreamy, heavenly, divine, gorgeous 
-opposites predictable, boring. 

magician ►noun ©sorcerer, sorceress, 
witch, wizard, warlock, enchanter, enchant- 
ress, necromancer, shaman ©conjuror, illu- 
sionist. prestidigitator. 

magisterial ► adj©ctiv« ©a magisterial pro- 
nouncement. authoritative, masterful, assured, 
lordly, commanding, assertive, ©his magisterial 
style of questioning, domineering, dictatorial, 
autocratic, imperious, overbearing, peremp- 
tory, high-handed, arrogant, supercilious, pat- 
ronizing, informal bossy 

-opposites untrustworthy, humble, hesitant, 
tentative 

magnanimity ►noun generosity, charity, 
benevolence, beneficence, big-heartedness, al- 
truism. philanthropy, humanity, chivalry, no- 
bility; clemency, mercy, leniency, foigiveness, 
indulgence 

-oppositbs meanness, selfishness, 
magnanimous ► adJectW© generous, charit- 
able, benevolent, beneficent, big-hearted, hand- 
some, princely, altruistic, philanthropic, chival- 
rous, noble; forgiving, merciful, lenient, indul- 
gent, clement. 

-opposites mean-spirited, selfish. 

magnate ►noun tycoon, mogul, captain of 
industry, baron, lord, king; industrialist, pro- 
prietor, informal big shot, honcho; derogatory fat 
cat. 

magnet ►noun ©you can tell steel by using a 
magnet: lodestone; electromagnet, solenoid, 
©a magnet for tourists: attraction, focus, draw, 
lure. 

magnetic ► adjoctivt a magnetic personality, al- 
luring, attractive, fascinating, captivating, en- 
chanting, enthralling, appealing, charming, 
prepossessing, engaging, entrancing, seductive, 
inviting, irresistible, charismatic. 
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magnetism ► noun his sheer magnetism, al 
lure, attraction, fascination, appeal, draw, 
drawing power, pull, charm, enchantment, se- 
ductiveness, magic, spell, chansma 

magnification ► noun Q optical magnification 
enlargement, enhancement, increase, augmen- 
tation. extension, expansion, amplification, in- 
tensification ©the magnification of marginal de- 
tail s: exaggeration, overstatement, overempha- 
sis. overplaying, dramatization, colouring, em- 
broidery, embellishment, inflation, hyperbole, 
aggrandizement, informal blowing up (out of all 
proportion), making a big thing out of some- 
thing 

-opposites reduction, understatement 

magnificence ► noun splendour, resplen- 
dence, grandeur, impressiveness, glory, maj- 
esty. nobility, pomp, stateliness, elegance, 
sumptuousness, opulence, luxury, lavishness, 
richness, brilliance, dazzle, skill, virtuosity 
-opposites modesty, tawdnness, weakness 

magnificent ► adjective Qa magnificent view of 
the mountains splendid, spectacular, impressive, 
striking, glonous, superb, majestic, awesome, 
aweinspiring, breathtaking Qa magnificent 
apartment overlooking the lake sumptuous, re- 
splendent, grand, impressive, imposing, monu- 
mental. palatial, stately, opulent, luxurious, 
lavish, nch, dazzling, beautifiil, elegant, informal 
splendiferous, ntzy, posh 0 a magnificent per- 
formance masterly, skilful, virtuoso, brilliant 
-opposites uninspiring, modest, tawdry, poor, 
weak 

magnify ► verb O the lens magnifies the image 
enlarge, boost, enhance, maximize, increase, 
augment, extend, expand, amplify, intensify, in- 
formal blow up 0 the problem gets magnified ex 
aggerate, overstate, overemphasize, overplay, 
dramatize, colour, embroider, embellish, in- 
flate. make a mountain out of (a molehill); infor- 
mal blow up (out of all proportion), make a big 
thing out of. 

-opposites reduce, minimize, understate 
magnltudo ► noun Q the magnttude of the task 
immensity, vastness, hugeness, enormity, size, 
extent, expanse, greatness, largeness, bigness 
0 events of tragic magnitude importance, import, 
significance, weight, consequence, mark, not- 
ability. note, formal moment 0 a change in mag- 
nitude on the Richter scale value, figure, number, 
measure, order, quantity, vector, index, indica- 
tor Qa star of magnitude 4 2 • brightness, bril- 
liance, radiance, luminosity 
-opposites smallness, triviality 
■ of the first magnitude of the utmost im 
portance, of the greatest significance, very im- 
portant. of great consequence, formal of great 
moment. 

maid ►noun O the maid cleared the table: female 
servant, maidservant, housemaid, parlour- 
maid, lady’s maid, chambermaid, maid-of-all- 
work, domestic; help, cleaner, cleaning 
woman/lady; Bnt. informal daily, skivvy, Mrs Mop; 
Bnt dated charwoman, charlady, char, tweeny. 
0 (poeticf literary) a village maid arid her swain: girl, 
young woman, young lady, lass, miss; Scottish 
(wee) lassie; poetic /literary maiden, damsel, 
nymph; archaic wench. 0 {poetic/ literary) she was no 
longer a maid: virgin, chaste woman, unmarried 
girl, celibate; formal virgo intacta; poetic/ literary 
maiden. 


maidon ► noun {poetic/ literary). See maid senses 2. 
3 

► adjective Qa maiden aunt' unmarried, spinster, 
unwed, unwedded, single, husbandless, celi- 
bate 0 a maiden voyage' first, initial, inaug- 
ural, introductory, initiatory. 

maidenly ► adjective virginal, immaculate, in- 
tact, chaste, pure, virtuous; demure, reserved, 
retiring, decorous, seemly 
-opposites fast, slatternly 
mall ► noun the mail arrived • post, letters, corres- 
pondence, postal system, postal service, post 
office, delivery, collection; e-mail; informal snail 
mail, N Amer the mails 

► verb we mailed the parcels, send, post, dispatch, 
direct, forward, redirect, ship, e-mail 

malm ► verb injure, wound, cnpple. disable, in- 
capacitate, impair, mar, mutilate, lacerate, dis- 
figure, deform, mangle 

main ►adjective the main item' principal, chief, 
head, leading, foremost, most important, 
major, ruling, dominant, central, focal, key, 
prime, master, premier, primary, first, funda- 
mental, supreme, predominant, (most) promin- 
ent. pre-eminent, paramount, overriding, car- 
dinal, crucial, critical, pivotal, salient, elemen- 
tal, essential, staple 
-opposites subsidiary, minor 

► noun {poetic/ literary) the Spanish Mam. sea, ocean, 
deep; informal, dated the drink; Bnt mfomial, dated 
the bnny. 

■ In the main. See mainly 
mainly ►adverb mostly, for the most part, m 
the main, on the whole, largely, by and large, 
to a large extent, predominantly, chiefly, prin- 
cipally. primarily; generally, usually, typically, 
commonly, on average, as a rule, almost al- 
ways. 

mainspring ►noun motive, motivation, im- 
petus. driving force, incentive, impulse, pnme 
mover, reason, fountain, fount, root, generator 
mainstay ► noun central component, central 
figure, centrepiece, prop, linchpin, corner- 
stone, pillar, bulwark, buttress, chief support, 
backbone, anchor, foundation, base, staple 
mainstream ►adjective normal, convention- 
al. ordinary, orthodox, conformist, accepted, 
established, recognized, common, usual, pre- 
vailing, popular 
-opposites fringe 

maintain ►verb Qthey wanted to maintain 
peace, preserve, conserve, keep, retain, keep 
going, keep akve, keep up, prolong, perpetu- 
ate. sustain, carry on, continue. Qthe council 
maintains the roads keep in good condition, 
keep in (good) repair, keep up, service, care 
for. take good care of, look after. ©the costs of 
maintaining a family support, provide for, keep, 
sustain, nurture, feed, nounsh. Qhe always 
maintained his innocence | he maintains that he is in- 
nocent. insist (on), declare, assert, protest, af- 
firm , avow, profess, claim, allege, contend, 
argue, swear (to), hold to; formal aver, rare assev- 
erate. 

-opposites break, discontinue, neglect, 
deny. 

maintenance ►noun Qthe maintenance of 
peace: preservation, conservation, keeping, 
prolongation, perpetuation, carrying on. con- 
tinuation, continuance. Qcar maintenance: up- 
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keep, service, servicing, repairs), care, after- 
care 0 the maintenance of his children support, 
keeping, upkeep, sustenance; nurture, feeding, 
nourishment © absent fathers are forced to pay 
maintenance ■ financial support, child support, 
alimony, provision, keep, subsistence, living 
expenses. 

-opposites breakdown, discontinuation, neg- 
lect 

majestic ►adjective stately, dignified, distin- 
guished. solemn, magnificent, grand, splendid, 
resplendent, glonous. sumptuous, impressive, 
august, noble, awe-inspinng. monumental, pa- 
latial; statuesque, Olympian, imposing, marvel- 
lous, sonorous, resounding, heroic 
-opposites modest, wretched 

majesty ►noun Qthe majesty of the procession 
stateliness, dignity, distinction, solemnity, 
magnificence, pomp, grandeur, grandness, 
splendour, resplendence, glory, impressiveness, 
augustness, nobility. 0 the majesty invested in the 
monarch: sovereignty, authority, power, domin- 
ion, supremacy 

-opposites modesty, wretchedness 

major ►adjective Q the major English poets 
greatest, best, finest, most important, chief, 
main, prime, principal, capital, cardinal, lead- 
ing, star, foremost, outstanding, first-rate, pre- 
eminent, arch- Qan issue of major importance 
crucial, vital, great, considerable, paramount, 
utmost, prime ©a major factor important, big, 
significant, weighty, crucial, key, sweeping, 
substantial © major surgery serious, radical, 
complicated, difficult 
-opposites minor, little, trivial 

majority ►noun ©the majority of cases larger 
part/number, greater part/number, best/better 
part, most, more than half. bulk, mass, weight, 
(main) body, preponderance, predominance, 
generality, lion’s share 0 a majority in the elec- 
tion (winning) margin, superiority of numbers / 
votes, landslide ©my son has reached his major- 
ity coming of age, legal age, adulthood, 
manhood/womanhood, maturity, age of con- 
sent 

-opposites minority 

make ► verb Qhe makes models construct, 
build, assemble, put together, manufacture, 
produce, fabricate, create, form, fashion, 
model ©she made me drink it force, compel, 
coerce, press, drive, pressure, pressurize, ob- 
lige, require, have someone do something, pre- 
vail on, dragoon, bludgeon, strong-arm, impel, 
constrain, informal railroad ©don't make such a 
noise * cause, create, give nse to, produce, bring 
about, generate, engender, occasion, effect, set 
up, establish, institute, found, develop, origin- 
ate, poetic/ literary beget ©she made a little bow 
perform, execute, give, do, accomplish, 
achieve, bnng off. carry out, effect. © they made 
him chairman ■ appoint, designate, name, nomin- 
ate, select, elect, vote in, install; induct, insti- 
tute, invest, ordain, ©he had made a will: for 
mulate, frame, draw up, devise, make out. pre- 
pare, compile, compose, put together; draft, 
write, pen ©I've made a mistake: perpetrate, 
commit, be responsible for, be guilty of, be to 
blame for ©he's made a lot cf money: acquire. 
obtain, gain, get, realize, secure, win, earn, 
gross, net, dear, bring in, take (in). Qhe made 
tea: prepare, get ready, put together, concoct. 


cook, dish up. throw together, whip up, brew, 
informal fix. Bnt informal mash ©we've got to 
make a decision • reach, come to, settle on, deter- 
mine on, conclude ©she made a short an- 
nouncement utter, give, deliver, give voice to, 
enunciate, recite, pronounce, ©the sofa makes 
a good bed be. act as, serve as, function as. con- 
stitute, do duty for © he'll make the first eleven’ 
gain a place in, get into, gain access to, enter, 
achieve, attain ©he just mode his train- catch, 
get, am ve/be in time for, amve at. reach, get 
to. 

-opposn bs destroy, lose, miss 
► noun ©what make is the car? brand, marque, 
label 0 a man of a different make from his brother 
character, nature, temperament, temper, dis- 
position. kidney, mould, stamp 

■ make as If/though feign, pretend, make a 
show/pretence of, affect, feint, make out, infor- 
mal put it on 

■ make away with ©she decided to make away 
with him kill, murder, dispatch, eliminate, infor- 
mal bump off, do away with, do in, do for, 
knock off, top, croak, stiff, blow away; N Amer 
informal ice, rub out, smoke, waste; poetic /literary 
slay 0 they made away with the evidence • dispose 
of, get nd of, destroy, throw away, jettison, 
ditch, dump; informal do away with 

■ make believe pretend, fantasize, daydream, 
build castles in the air, build castles m Spain, 
dream, imagine, play-act, play 

■ make do scrape by, scrape along, get by/ 
along, manage, cope, survive, muddle along/ 
through, improvise, make ends meet, keep the 
wolf from the door, keep one's head above 
water, informal make out, (make do with) make 
the best of, get by on. put up with 

■ make for Qshe made for the door ■ go for/ 
towards, head for/towards, aim for. make 
one’s way towards, move towards, direct one’s 
steps towards, steer a course towards, be 
bound for, make a beeline for 0 constant argu- 
ing doesn't make for a happy marriage contribute 
to. be conducive to, produce, promote, facili- 
tate, foster; formal conduce to 

■ make It © he never made it as a singer sue 
ceed. be a success, distinguish oneself, get 
ahead, make good, informal make the grade, ar- 
rive, crack it © she’s very ill-— is she going to make 
it? survive, come through, pull through, get 
better, recover. 

■ make love. See have sex at sex. 

■ make off run away/off, take to one’s heels, 
beat a hasty retreat, flee, make one’s getaway, 
make a quick exit, run for it, make a run for 
it, take off, take flight, bolt, make oneself 
scarce, decamp, do a disappearing act; informal 
clear off/out, beat it, leg it, cut and run, ske- 
daddle, vamoose, hightail it, hotfoot it, show a 
clean pair of heels, fly the coop, split, scoot, 
scram; Bnt informal scarper, do a runner; N. Amer 
informal take a powder. 

■ make off with take, steal, purloin, pilfer, 
abscond with, run away/off with, carry off, 
snatch; kidnap, abduct; informal walk away/off 
with, swipe, filch, snaffle, nab. lift, ’liberate’, 
’borrow’, snitch, Bnt informal pmch, half-inch, 
nick, whip, knock off; N. Amer informal heist, 
glom. 

■ make out ( informal) how did you make out? get 
on/along, fare, do. proceed, go, progress, man- 
age, survive, cope, get by. 
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■ make something out Q I could just make out 
a figure in the distance see, discern, distinguish, 
perceive, pick out, detect, observe, recognize, 
poetic I literary descry, espy ©he couldn't make out 
what she was saying understand, comprehend, 
follow, grasp, fathom, work out, make sense 
of, interpret, decipher, make head or tail of, 
get, get the drift of, catch ©she made out that 
he was violent allege, claim, assert, declare, 
maintain, affirm, suggest, imply, hint, insinu- 
ate, indicate, intimate, impute, formal aver O he 
made out a receipt for $20 write out, fill out, fill 
in. complete, draw up 

■ make something over to someone trans 
fer, sign over, turn over, hand over/on/down, 
give, leave, bequeath, bestow, pass on. assign, 
consign, entrust. Law devolve, convey 

■ make up let's kiss and make up be friends 
again, bury the hatchet, declare a truce, make 
peace, forgive and forget, shake hands, become 
reconciled, settle one’s differences, mend 
fences, call it quits 

■ make something up Q exports make up 42% 
of earnings comprise, form, compose, consti- 
tute. account for QGina brought a friend to make 
up a foursome complete, round off, finish Qthe 
pharmacist made up the prescription prepare, 
mix, concoct, put together ©he made up an ex- 
cuse invent, fabricate, concoct, dream up, think 
up, hatch, trump up, devise, manufactuie, for- 
mulate, com, informal cook up ©she made up 
her face apply make-up, cosmetics to, powdei, 
louge, (make oneself up) informal put on one’s 
face, do/paint one’s face, apply one's warpaint, 
doll oneself up 

■ make up for Qs/ie tried to make up for what 
she'd said atone for, make amends foi, com- 
pensate for, make recompense for, make repai- 
ation for. make redress for, make restitution 
for, expiate Qjob satisfaction can make up for low 
pay offset, counterbalance, counteract, com- 
pensate for, balance, neutralize, cancel out, 
even up, redeem 

■ make up one's mind decide, come to a de- 
cision, make/reach a decision, settle on a plan 
of action, come to a conclusion, reach a con- 
clusion, determine, resolve 

■ make up to ( mformaf) currv favour with, cul- 
tivate, try to win over, court, ingratiate oneself 
with, informal suck up to, buttei up, N Amer infor- 
mal shine up to, archaic blandish 

■ make way move aside, cleai the way. make 
a space, make room, stand back 

make-believe ►noun that was sheer make- 
believe fantasy, pretence, daydreaming, im- 
agination, invention, fancy, dieam, fabrication, 
play-acting, charade, masquerade 
-opposites reality 

► adjective make-believe adventures imaginary, im- 
agined, made-up. fantasy, dreamed-up, fanciful, 
fictitious, Active, feigned, fake, mock, sham, 
simulated; informal pretend, phoney 
-opposites real, actual 

maker ►noun creator, manufacturer, con- 
structor, builder, producer, fabricator 

makeshift ►adjective temporary, provisional, 
stopgap, standby, rough and ready, improvised, 
ad hoc, extempore, thrown together, cobbled 
together 

-opposites permanent 


make-up ►noun Qshe used excessive make-up • 
cosmetics, maquillage, greasepaint, face paint, 
informal warpaint, slap ©the cellular make-up of 
plants composition, constitution, structure, 
configuration, arrangement, organization, for- 
mation © jealousy isn't part of his make-up: char- 
acter, nature, temperament, personality, dis- 
position, mentality, persona, psyche, informal 
what makes someone tick 

making ►noun Qthe making of cars" manufac 
ture, mass-production, building, construction, 
assembly, production, creation, putting to- 
gether, fabrication, forming, moulding, for- 
ging ©she has the makings of a champion qual 
ities, characteristics, ingredients, potential, 
promise, capacity, capability, essentials, es- 
sence, beginnings, rudiments, basics, stuff 
-opposites destruction 

■ in the making a hero in the making budding. 
up and coming, emergent, developing, nascent, 
potential, promising, incipient 

maladjusted ►adjective disturbed, unstable, 
neurotic, unbalanced, unhinged, dysfunctional, 
informal mixed up, screwed up, hung up. messed 
up 

-oppositfs normal, stable 

maladministration ►noun ( formal) misman 
agement, mishandling, nusgovemment. mis- 
lule, incompetence, inefficiency, bungling, 
malpractice, misconduct. Law malfeasance, for- 
mal malversation 
-opposites probity, efficiency 

maladroit ► adjective bungling, awkward, 
inept, clumsy, bumbling, incompetent, unskil- 
ful, heavy-handed, gauche, tactless, inconsider- 
ate. undiplomatic, impolitic, informal ham-fisted, 
cack-handed 

— opposi i es adroit, skilful 

malady ► noun illness, sickness, disease, infec- 
tion, ailment, disorder, complaint, indispos- 
ition, affliction, infirmity, informal bug, virus, Bnt 
informal lurgy, Austral informal wog See lists at ill 
NESS 

malaise ►noun unhappiness, uneasiness, un- 
ease, discomfort, melancholy, depression, des- 
pondency. dejection, angst, Weltschmerz. 
ennui, lassitude, listlessness, languor, weari- 
ness, indisposition, ailment, infirmity, illness, 
sickness, disease 
-opposites comfort, well-being 

malapropism ► noun wrong word, solecism, 
misuse, misapplication, infelicity, slip of the 
tongue # 

malapropos ► adjective ( formal) inappropriate, 
unsuitable, inapposite, infelicitous, inapt, un- 
seemly, inopportune, ill-timed, untimely. 

malcontent ► noun a group of malcontents 
troublemaker, mischief-maker, agitator, dissi- 
dent, rebel; discontent, complamer, grumbler, 
moaner, informal stirrei, whinger, grouch, belly- 
acher, N Amer informal kvetch 

► adjective a malcontent employee disaffected, dis- 
contented, dissatisfied, disgruntled, unhappy, 
annoyed, lmtated, displeased, resentful; rebel- 
lious, dissentient, troublemaking, grumbling, 
complaining, informal browned off, hacked off, 
fed up. peeved, bellyaching; Bnt informal cheesed 
off, brassed off, N Amer informal teed off, ticked 
off 

-opposites happy 
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male ► adjective male sexual jealousy masculine, 
vinle. manly, macho, red-blooded. 

-opposites female 

► noun two males walked past See man noun sense 1 
-RELATED TERMS andlYK 

malediction ► noun CURSE, damnation, oath, 
spell; N Amer hex. formal imprecation; poetic/ 
literary anathema, archaic execration 
-opposites blessing 

malefactor ► noun wrongdoer, miscreant, 
offender, criminal, culprit, villain, lawbreaker, 
felon, evil-doer, delinquent, sinner, transgres- 
sor, informal crook, baddy, Austral informal cnm, 
Law malfeasant; archaic trespasser 
malevolence ► noun malice, hostility, hate, 
hatred, ill will, enmity, ill feeling, balefulness, 
venom, rancour, malignity, vindictiveness, vi- 
ciousness, vengefulness. poetic /literary malefi- 
cence 

-opposites benevolence 

malevolent ► adjective malicious, hostile, 
evil-minded, baleful, evil-intentioned, venom- 
ous, evil, malign, malignant, rancorous, vi- 
cious. vindictive, vengeful, poetic/ literary malefic, 
maleficent 

-opposites benevolent 

malformation ► noun deformity, distortion, 
crookedness, misshapenness, disfigurement, 
abnormality, waip 

malformed ► adjoctivo deformed, misshapen, 
misproportioned, ill-proportioned, disfigured, 
distorted, crooked, contorted, twisted, wry, 
warped; abnormal, grotesque, monstrous, Scot- 
tish thrawn 

-opposites perfect, normal, healthy 
malfunction ►verb the computer has malfunc- 
tioned crash, go wrong, break down, fail, stop 
working; informal conk out, go kaput, fall over, 
act up, Brit informal play up, pack up 

► noun a computer malfunction crash, breakdown, 
fault, failure, bug; informal glitch 

malice ►noun spite, malevolence, ill will, vm-, 
dictiveness, vengefulness, revenge, malignity, 
evil intentions, animus, enmity, rancour, infor- 
mal bitchiness, cattiness, poetic/ literary malefi- 
cence 

-opposites benevolence 

malicious ► adjocttve spiteful, malevolent, 
evil-intentioned, vindictive, vengeful, malign, 
mean, nasty, hurtful, mischievous, wounding, 
cruel, unkind, informal bitchy, catty, poetic/ literary 
malefic, maleficent. 

-opposites benevolent 

malign ►adjectiva a malign influence’ harmful, 
evil, bad, baleful, hostile, mimical, destructive, 
malignant, injurious; poetic /literary malefic, ma- 
leficent. 

-oppositbs beneficial. 

► vtrb he maligned an innocent man: defame, slan- 
der, libel, blacken someone’s name/character, 
smear, vilify, speak ill of, cast aspersions on, 
run down, traduce, denigrate, disparage, slur, 
abuse, revile; informal bad-mouth, knock. Bit in- 
formal rubbish, slag off; formal derogate, calumni- 
ate, rare asperse. 

-opposites praise 

malignant ►noun Qa malignant disease: viru- 
lent, veiy infectious, invasive, uncontrollable, 
dangerous, deadly, fatal, life-threatening. 0 a 
malignant growth: cancerous; technical metastat- 


ic 0 a malignant thought * spiteful, malicious, 
malevolent, evil-intentioned. vindictive, venge- 
ful, malign, mean, nasty, hurtful, mischievous, 
wounding, cruel, unkind, informal bitchy, catty, 
poetic/ literary malefic, maleficent. 

-opposites benign, benevolent 
malinger ► verb pretend to be ill, feign/fake 
illness, sham, shirk, informal put it on, Bnt Infor- 
mal skive, swing the lead; N Amer informal gold- 
bnck 

malingerer ► noun shirker, idler, layabout, m- 
formal slacker, Bnt informal skiver, lead-swinger, N 
Amer informal gold brick 

mall ►noun shopping precinct, shopping cen- 
tre, shopping complex, arcade, gallena; N Amer 
plaza 

malleable ►adjective Q a malleable substance 
pliable, ductile, plastic, pliant, soft, workable 
0 a malleable young woman easily influenced, 
suggestible, susceptible, impressionable, pli- 
able, amenable, compliant, tractable, biddable, 
complaisant, manipulate, persuadable, like 
putty in someone’s hands 
-opposites hard, intractable 
malnutrition ► noun undernourishment, mal- 
nounshment, poor diet, inadequate diet, un- 
healthy diet, lack of food, 
malodorous ►adjective foul-smelling, evil- 
smelling, fetid, smelly, stinking (to high 
heaven), reeking, rank, high, putnd. noxious. 
informal stinky, Bnt informal niffy, pongy, whiffy, 
humming; N Amer mfomnal funky, poetic/ literary 
noisome, mephitic 
-opposites fragrant 

malpractice ► noun wrongdoing, profession- 
al misconduct, breach of ethics, unprofession- 
alism, unethical behaviour, negligence, care- 
lessness, incompetence 

maltreat ►verb ill-treat, mistreat, abuse, ill- 
use. misuse, mishandle, knock about/around, 
hit, beat, strike, manhandle, harm, hurt, perse- 
cute, molest, informal beat up, rough up. do 
over. 

maltreatment ► noun ill-treatment, mis- 
treatment, abuse, ill use, ill usage, misuse, mis- 
handling. violence, harm, persecution, molest- 
ation 

mammoth ►adjective huge, enormous, gigan- 
tic, giant, colossal, massive, vast, immense, 
mighty, stupendous, monumental. Herculean, 
epic, prodigious, mountainous, monstrous, ti- 
tanic, towering, elephantine, king-size(d), gar- 
gantuan, Brobdingnagian, informal mega, mon- 
ster, whopping, humongous, bumper, jumbo, 
astronomical, Bnt informal whacking, whacking 
great, gmormous 
-opposites tiny 

man ►noun Qa handsome man. male, adult 
male, gentleman; youth; informal guy, fellow, 
geezer, gent; Brit, informal bloke, chap, lad, cove, 
Scottish & Insh informal bodach; N Amer informal 
dude, hombre; Austral./ NZ informal digger. 0all 
men are mortal, human being, human, person, 
mortal, individual, personage, soul. Qthe evolu- 
tion of man: the human race, the human spe- 
cies, Homo sapiens, humankind, humanity, 
human beings, humans, people, mankind. See 
list at human. Qthe men voted to go on strike: 
worker, workman, labourer, hand, blue-collar 
worker. See also staff noun sense 1. Qhave you 
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met her new man? boyfriend, partner, husband, 
spouse, lover, admirer. fianc$; common-law 
husband, live-m lover, significant other, cohab- 
itee, informal fancy man, toy boy, sugar daddy, 
intended; N Amer informal squeeze, dated beau, 
steady, young man; archaic leman. ©his man 
brought him a cocktail manservant, valet, gen- 
tleman’s gentleman, Jeeves, attendant, retain- 
er, page, footman, flunkey. Military , dated batman, 
N Amer houseman 

-related terms male, masculine, virile 
► verb O the office is manned from 9 am to 5 pm 
staff, crew, occupy, people Qfiremen manned 
the pumps operate, work, use, utilize 

■ man to man frankly, openly, honestly, dir- 
ectly. candidly, plainly, forthrightly, without 
beating about the bush, woman to woman 

■ to a man without exception, with no excep- 
tions, bar none, one and all, everyone, each 
and every one, unanimously, as one 

manacle ►verb shackle, fetter, chain, put/ 
clap m irons, handcuff, restrain, secure, informal 
cuff 

manacles ►plural noun handcuffs, shackles, 
chains, irons, fetters, restraints, bonds, informal 
cuffs, bracelets, Bnt archaic darbies 
manage ►verb Oshe manages a staff of 80 
people be in charge of, run, be head of, head, 
direct, control, preside over, lead, govern, rule, 
command, supenntend, supervise, oversee, ad- 
minister, organize, conduct, handle, guide, be 
at the helm of, informal head up 0how much 
work can you manage this week ? accomplish, 
achieve, do. cany out. perform, undertake, 
bnng about/off, effect, finish, succeed in, con- 
trive. engineer ©will you be able to manage with - 
out him? cope, get along/on. make do. be/fare/ 
do all nght. carry on, survive, get by. muddle 
through/along, fend for oneself, shift for one- 
self, make ends meet, weather the storm, mfor- 
mal make out, hack it ©she can't manage that 
horse control, handle, master, tope with, deal 
with 

manageable ►adjective ©a manageable 
amount of work achievable, doable, practicable, 
possible, feasible, reasonable, attainable, viable 
©a manageable child, compliant, tractable, pli- 
ant, pliable, malleable, biddable, docile, amen- 
able, governable, controllable, accommodating, 
acquiescent, complaisant, yielding ©a manage - 
able tool: user-friendly, easy to use, handy 
-opposites difficult, impossible 
management ►noun ©he’s responsible for the 
management of the firm administration, running, 
managing, oigamzation, charge, care, direc- 
tion, leadership, control, governing, govern- 
ance, ruling, command, superintendence, 
supervision, overseeing, conduct, handling, 
guidance, operation. Q workers are in dispute 
with the management: managers, employers, dir- 
ectors, board of directors, board, directorate, 
executives, administrators, administration, 
owners, proprietors, informal bosses, top brass. 

manager ►noun ©the works manager, execu- 
tive, head of department, line manager, super- 
visor. principal, administrator, head, director, 
managing director, employer, superintendent, 
foreman, forewoman, overseer; proprietor; infor- 
mal boss, chief, head honcho, governor; Brit Infor- 
mal gaffer, guv’nor. ©the band’s manager or- 
ganizer. controller, comptroller; impresario. 


mandate ► noun © he called an election to seek a 
mandate for his policies: authority, approval, ac- 
ceptance. ratification, endorsement, sanction, 
authorization Qa mandate from the UN • in- 
struction, directive, decree, command, order, 
injunction, edict, charge, commission, bidding, 
ruling, fiat, formal ordinance 
mandatory ► adjective obligatory, compul- 
sory, bindmg, required, requisite, necessary, es- 
sential, imperative 
-opposites optional. 

manful ► adjective brave, courageous, bold, 
plucky, gallant, manly, heroic, intrepid, fear- 
less, stout-hearted, valiant, valorous, dauntless, 
doughty, resolute, with gntted teeth, deter- 
mined; informal gutsy, spunky 
-opposites cowardly. 

manfully ► adverb bravely, courageously, 
boldly, gallantly, pluckily, heroically, intrepid- 
ly, fearlessly, valiantly, dauntlessly, resolutely, 
determinedly, hard, strongly, vigorously, with 
might and main, like a Trojan, with all one’s 
strength, to the best of one’s abilities, as best 
one can. desperately 

mange ►noun scabies, scab, rash, eruption, 
skin infection 

manger ► noun trough, feeding trough, fodder 
rack, feeder, cnb 

mangle ► verb © the bodies were mangled beyond 
recognition mutilate, maim, disfigure, damage, 
injure, crush, hack, cut up, lacerate, tear apart, 
butcher, maul ©he's mangling the English lan- 
guage spoil, rum, mar, mutilate, make a mess 
of, wreck, informal murder, make a hash of, 
butcher 

mangy ►adjective ©a mangy cat scabby, scaly, 
scabious, diseased ©a mangy old armchair 
scruffy, moth-eaten, shabby, worn, dirty, 
squalid, sleazy, seedy, informal tatty, the worse 
for wear, scuzzy, Bnt informal grotty, 
manhandle ►verb ©he was manhandled by a 
gang of youths push, shove, jostle, hustle, mal- 
treat, ill-treat, mistreat, maul, molest, informal 
paw, rough up, N Amer informal roust, ©we man- 
handled the piano down the stairs heave, haul, 
push, shove, pull, tug, drag, lug, cany, lift, 
manoeuvre; informal hump, 
manhood ► noun © the transition from boyhood 
to manhood maturity, sexual maturity, adult- 
hood ©an tnsult to his manhood virility, manli- 
ness, machismo, masculinity, maleness, mettle, 
spirit, strength, fortitude, determination, 
bravery, courage intrepidity, valour, heroism, 
boldness 

mania ►noun Qfits of manta, madness, de- 
rangement, dementia, insanity, lunacy, psych- 
osis, mental illness; delirium, frenzy, hysteria, 
raving, wildness ©his mama for gadgets: obses 
sion, compulsion, fixation, fetish, fascination, 
preoccupation, passion, enthusiasm, desire, 
urge, craving; craze, fed, rage; informal thing, 
yen. 

maniac ►noun ©a homicidal maniac’ lunatic, 
madman, madwoman, psychopath; informal 
loony, fhiitcake, nutcase, nut, psycho, head 
case, headbanger, sicko; Brit informal nutter; N 
Amer. informal screwball, crazy, meshuggener. 
© (informal) a football maniac • enthusiast, fan, de- 
votee, aficionado; informal freak, fiend, fanatic, 
nut, buff, addict. 
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manic * adjective 0 a manic grin mao, insane, 
deranged, demented, maniacal, lunatic, wild, 
crazed, demonic, hysterical, raving, unhinged, 
unbalanced, informal crazy 0 manic activity 
frenzied, feverish, frenetic, hectic, intense, m- 
formal hyper, mad 
-opposites sane, calm 

manifest ►verb 0sh<? manifested signs 0 / depres- 
sion display, show, exhibit, demonstrate, be- 
tray, present, reveal, formal evince 0 strikes 
manifest bad industrial relations be evidence of, 
be a sign of, indicate, show, attest, reflect, be- 
speak, prove, establish, evidence, substantiate, 
corroborate, confirm, poetic/ literary betoken 
-opposites hide, mask 

► adjective his manifest lack of interest obvious, 
clear, plain, apparent, evident, patent, palp- 
able. distinct, definite, blatant, overt, glaring, 
barefaced, explicit, transparent, conspicuous, 
undisguised, unmistakable, noticeable, percep- 
tible. visible, recognizable 
-opposites secret 

manifestation ►noun Qthe manifestation of 
anxiety display, demonstration, show, exhib- 
ition, presentation 0 manifestations of global 
warming sign, indication, evidence, token, 
symptom, testimony, proof, substantiation, 
mark, reflection, example, instance ©a super- 
natural manifestation apparition, appearance, 
materialization, visitation 
manifesto ► noun policy statement, mission 
statement, platform, programme, declaration, 
proclamation, pronouncement, announcement 
manifold ►adjective many, numerous, mul- 
tiple, multifarious, legion, diverse, various, sev- 
eral, varied, different, miscellaneous, assorted, 
sundry, poetic /literary myriad, divers 

manikin ►noun midget, dwarf, homunculus, 
pygmy. Tom Thumb 

manipulate ►verb 0he manipulated some 
knobs and levers operate, woik, turn, pull 
©she manipulated the muscles of his back mas 
sage, rub. knead, feel, palpate Qthe govern- 
ment tried to manipulate the situation control, 
influence, use/tum to one’s advantage, exploit, 
manoeuvre, engineer, steer, direct, twist some- 
one round one’s little finger O they accused him 
of manipulating the data falsify, ng, distort, 
alter, change, doctor, massage, juggle, tamper 
with, tinker with, interfere with, misrepresent, 
informal cook, fiddle 

manipulative ►adjective scheming, calculat- 
ing. cunning, crafty, wily, shrewd, devious, de- 
signing, conniving. Machiavellian, artful, guile- 
ful. slippery, slick, sly, unscrupulous, disin- 
genuous; informal foxy 

manipulator ►noun exploiter, user, man- 
oeuvrer, conmver, puppet master, wheeler- 
dealer; informal operator, thimblerigger 
mankind ►noun the human race, man, hu- 
manity, human beings, humans, Homo sapi- 
ens. humankind, people, men and women 
manly ►adjective Qhis manly physique, virile, 
masculine, strong, all-male, muscular, muscly, 
strapping, well built, sturdy, robust, rugged, 
tough, powerful, brawny, red-blooded, vigor- 
ous; informal hunky. 0 their manly deeds, brave, 
courageous, bold, valiant, valorous, fearless, 
plucky, macho, manful, intrepid, daring, hero- 
ic, lionhearted, gallant, chivalrous, swashbuck- 


ling, adventurous, stout-hearted, dauntless, 
doughty, resolute, determined, stalwart, informal 
gutsy, spunky 

—opposites effeminate, cowardly 

man-made ►adjective artificial, synthetic, 
manufactured, imitation, ersatz, simulated, 
mock, fake, plastic 
-opposites natural, real 

mannequin ►noun Q mannequins m a shop 
window dummy, model, figure Q mannequins on 
the catwalk model, fashion model, supennodel, 
informal r lothes horse 

manner ►noun 0it was dealt with in a very efji 
aent manner way, fashion, mode, means, 
method, system, style, approach, technique, 
piocedure, piocess, methodology, modus opei- 
andi, form 0 (archaic) what manner of person is 
he? kind, sort, type, variety, nature, breed, 
biand, stamp, class, categoiy, genre, ordei 
Qher rather unfriendly manner demeanour, air, 
aspect, attitude, beanng cast, behaviour, con- 
duct, mien, formal comportment Othe life and 
manners of Victorian society customs, habits, 
ways, practices, conventions, usages ©it’s bad 
manners to state behaviour, conduct, wav of be- 
having, form ©you ought to teach him some man- 
ners correct behaviour, etiquette, social 
graces, good form, protocol, politeness, de- 
corum, propriety, gentility, civility. Ps and Qs, 
breeding, informal the done thing, archaic conven- 
ances 

mannered ►adjective affected, pretentious, 
unnatural, artificial, contrived, stilted, stiff, 
forced, put- 011 , theatrical, precious, stagv. 
camp, informal pseudo 
-opposites natural 

mannerism ►noun idiosyncrasy, quirk, odd- 
ity, foible, trait, peculiarity, habit, characteris- 
tic 

mannerly ► adjective. See polite sense 1 

mannish ►adjective unfeminine, unwomanly, 
masculine, unladylike, Amazonian, informal 
butch 

-opposrtES feminine, girlish 

manoeuvre ► verb O l manoeuvred the car into 
the space steer, guide, drive, negotiate, navi- 
gate, pilot, direct, manipulate, move, work, 
jockey © he manoeuvred things to suit himself ma 
nipulate, contrive, manage, engineer, devise, 
plan, fix, organize, arrange, set up, orchestrate, 
choreograph, stage-manage, informal wangle 
© he began manoeuvring for the party leadership 
intrigue, plot, scheme, plan, lay plans, con- 
spire, pull strings 

► noun Qa tricky parking manoeuvre operation, 
exercise, activity, move, movement, action 
0 diplomatic manoeuvres stratagem, tactic, 
gambit, ploy, tnck, dodge, ruse, plan, scheme, 
operation, device, plot, machination, artifice, 
subterfuge, intrigue 0 military manoeuvres 
training exercises, exercises, war games, oper- 
ations 

manse ► noun minister s house, vicarage, par- 
sonage, rectory, deaneiy 

manservant ► noun valet, attendant, retain- 
er, equerry, gentleman’s gentleman, man, 
Jeeves; steward, butler, footman, flunkey, page, 
houseboy, lackey; N Amer. houseman; Military, 
dated batman 
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mansion ► noun stately home, hall, seat, 
manor, manor house, country house, informal 
palace, pile, formal residence 
-opposites hovel 

mantle ► noun ©a dark green velvet mantle 
cloak, cape, shawl, wrap, stole; histoncal pelisse 
Qa thick mantle of snow, covering, layer, blan- 
ket, sheet, veil, curtain, canopy, cover, cloak, 
pall, shroud ©the mantle of leadership role, 
burden, onus, duty, responsibility 

► verb heavy mists mantled the forest cover, en- 
velop. veil, cloak, curtain, shroud, swathe, 
wrap, blanket, conceal, hide, disguise, mask, 
obscure, surround, clothe, poetic / literary en- 
shroud. 

manual ►adjective Q manual work’ done with 
ones hands, labouring, physical, blue-collar 
0a manual typewriter hand-operated, hand, 
non-automatic 

► noun a training manual handbook, instruction 
book, instructions, guide, companion, ABC, 
guidebook, informal bible 

manufacture ►verb Qthe company manufac- 
tures laser printers, make, produce, mass- 
produce, build, construct, assemble, put to- 
gether, create, fabricate, prefabricate, turn out. 
process, engineer Qa story manufactured by the 
press make up, invent, fabricate, concoct, hatch, 
dream up. think up. trump up, devise, formu- 
late. frame, contrive; informal cook up 

► noun the manufacture of aircraft engines produc 
tion, making, manufacturing, mass-production, 
construction, building, assembly, creation, fab- 
rication, prefabncation. processing. 

manufacturer ► noun maker, producer, 
builder, constructor, creator, factory owner, in- 
dustrialist. captain/baron of industry. 

manure ► noun dung, muck, excrement, drop- 
pings. ordure, guano, cowpats, fertilizer, N 
Amer informal cow chips, horse apples 

manuscript ►noun document, text, script, 
paper, typescript; codex, palimpsest, scroll; 
autograph, holograph 

many ►determiner & adjective Qmany animals 
were killed numerous, a great/good deal of. a 
lot of, plenty of, countless, innumerable, scores 
of, crowds of, droves of, an army of, a horde 
of, a multitude of, a multiplicity of, multitudi- 
nous, multiple, untold, several, various, sun- 
dry, diverse, assorted, multifarious, copious, 
abundant, profuse, an abundance of, a profu- 
sion of; frequent; informal lots of, umpteen, 
loads of, masses of. stacks of. scads of, heaps 
of. piles of. bags of, tons of, oodles of. dozens 
of, hundreds of. thousands of, millions of, 

billions of. zillions of, a slew of, more 

than one can shake a stick at; Brit informal a 
shedload of; N. Amer informal gazillions of; 
Austral. I NZ informal a swag of; poetic/ literary mynad, 
divers. 0 sacrificing the individual for the sake of 
the many the people, the common people, the 
masses, the multitude, the populace, the pub- 
lic, the rank and file; derogatory the hoi polloi. 
the common herd, the mob. the proletariat, 
the riff-raff, the great unwashed, the proles. 
-RELATED TERMS multi-, poly-. 

-oppositbs few. 

map ►noun plan, chart, cartogram; road map, 
A to Z f street plan, guide; atlas, globe; sketch 


map, relief map, contour map; Mercator pro- 
jection, Peters projection; N Amer plat. plot. 
-related terms cartography. 

► verb the region was mapped from the air chart, 
plot, delineate, draw, depict, portray 

■ map something out outline, set out, lay 
out, sketch out, trace out, rough out, block 
out, delineate, detail, draw up, formulate, work 
out, frame, draft, plan, plot out. arrange, de- 
sign, programme 

mar ►verb ©an ugly scar marred his features 
spoil, impair, disfigure, detract from, blemish, 
scar, mutilate, deface, deform 0 the celebrations 
were marred by violence spoil, ruin, impair, dam- 
age, wreck, harm, hurt, blight, taint, tarnish, 
sully, stain, pollute, informal foul up, formal viti- 
ate 

-opposites enhance. 

marauder ► noun raider, plunderer, pillager, 
looter, robber, pirate, freebooter, bandit, high- 
wayman, rustler, poetic/ literary bngand; archaic 
buccaneer, corsair, reaver, cateran, mosstroop- 
er 

marauding ► adjective predatory, rapacious, 
thieving, plundering, pillaging, looting, free- 
booting, piratical 

march ►verb Qthe men marched past stride, 
walk, troop, step, pace, tread, footslog, slog, 
tramp, hike, trudge, parade, file, process; Bnt 
informal yomp Qshe marched in without even 
knocking stalk, stride, strut, flounce, storm, 
stomp, sweep ©time marches on’ advance, pro- 
gress, move on. roll on. 

► noun ©a 20-mile march’ hike, trek, tramp, slog, 
footslog, walk, route march, forced march; Bnt 
informal yomp 0 police sought to ban the march 
parade, procession, march past, cortege, dem- 
onstration. informal demo Q the march of technol- 
ogy progress, advance, progression, develop- 
ment, evolution, passage 

marches ►plural noun the Welsh marches bor 
ders, boundaries, borderlands, frontiers, historic- 
al marcher lands 

margin ►noun ©the margin of the lake’ edge. 
side, verge, border, perimeter, brink, bnm, 
nm, fringe, boundary, limits, periphery, 
bound, extremity, poetic/ literary marge, bourn, 
skirt. © there’s no margin for error leeway, lati- 
tude, scope, room, room for manoeuvre, space, 
allowance, extra, surplus Qthey won by a nar- 
row margin: gap, majority, amount, difference 
marginal ► adjective © the difference is marginal 
slight, small, tiny, minute, insignificant, min- 
imal, negligible Qa very marginal case, border 
line, disputable, questionable, doubtful 
marijuana ►noun cannabis, hashish, bhang, 
hemp, kif, ganja, sinsemilla. skunkweed; infor- 
mal dope, hash, grass, pot, blow, draw, the 
weed, skunk; Bnt informal wacky baccy; N Amer 
Informal locoweed. 

marinate ► verb souse, soak, steep, immerse, 
marinade. 

marine ►adjective © marine plants: seawater. 
sea, saltwater, oceanic; aquatic; technical pelagic, 
thalassic. Qa marine insurance company: mari 
time, nautical, naval, seafaring, seagoing, 
ocean-going. 

mariner ► noun sailor, seaman, seafarer; infor- 
mal Jack tar, tar, sea dog, salt, bluejacket, mate- 
lot; N Arm. informal shellback. 
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marital ► adjective matrimonial, married, wed- 
ded, conjugal, nuptial, marriage, wedding; Law 
spousal; poetic /literary connubial, epithalamic. 

maritime * adjective Omantime law: naval, 
marine, nautical, seafaring, seagoing, sea, 
ocean-going. Q maritime regions coastal, sea- 
side. littoral 

mark ► noun Qa dirty mark blemish, streak, 
spot, fleck, dot, blot, stain, smear, speck, 
speckle, blotch, smudge, smut, fingermark, fin- 
gerprint, bruise, discoloration, birthmark, mfor - 
mal splotch, splodge, technical stigma, poetic /literary 
smirch 0 a punctuation mark symbol, sign, 
character; diacritic. 0 books beanng the mark of a 
well-known bookseller logo, seal, stamp, imprint, 
symbol, emblem, device, insignia, badge, 
brand, trademark, monogram, hallmark, logo- 
type. watermark Q unemployment passed the 
three million mark * point, level, stage, degree 
0 a mark of respect' sign, token, symbol, indica- 
tion, badge, emblem, symptom, evidence, 
proof © the war left its mark on him impression, 
imprint, traces, effect, impact, influence ©the 
mark of a civilized society characteristic, fea- 
ture, trait, attribute, quality, hallmark, badge, 
stamp, property, indicator © he got good marks 
for maths grade, grading, rating, score, per- 
centage © the bullet missed its mark target, 
goal, aim, bullseye, objective, object, end 
► verb Qbe careful not to mark the paintwork, dis 
colour, stain, smear, smudge, streak, blotch, 
blemish, dirty, pockmark, bruise, informal 
splotch, splodge, poetic/ literary smirch Qher pos- 
sessions were clearly marked put one s name on, 
name, initial, label, hallmark, watermark, 
brand 0/’ve marked the relevant passages indi 
cate, label, flag, tick, show, identify, designate, 
delineate, denote Q a festival to mark the town's 
200th anniversary celebrate, observe, recog- 
nize, acknowledge, keep, honour, solemnize, 
pay tribute to, salute, commemorate, remem- 
ber, memorialize ©the incidents marked a new 
phase in their campaign represent, signify, be a 
sign of, indicate, herald Qhis style is marked by 
simplicity and concision, characterize, distin- 
guish, identify, typify, brand, signalize, stamp 
0/ have a pile of essays to mark assess, evalu- 
ate, appraise, correct; N Amer grade © it’ll cause 
trouble , you mark my words! take heed of, pay 
heed to, heed, listen to, take note of, pay atten- 
tion to, attend to. note, mind, bear in mind, 
take into consideration 

■ make one's mark be successful, distin- 
guish oneself, succeed, be a success, prosper, 
get ahead/on, make good; informal make it, 
make the grade, find a place in the sun. 

■ mark something down reduce, decrease, 
lower, cut. put down, discount, informal slash 

■ mark someone out Q his honesty marked him 
out from the rest' set apart, separate, single out, 
differentiate, distinguish. Q she is marked out for 
fame' destine, ordain, predestine, preordain. 

■ mark something up increase, raise, up. put 
up. hike (up), escalate, informal jack up. 

■ of mark ( dated) important, distinguished, 
eminent, pre-eminent, prominent, notable, 
famous, great, prestigious, of importance, of 
consequence, of note, of high standing, of dis- 
tinction. 

■ quick off the mark alert, quick, quick- 
witted, bright, clever, perceptive, sharp, sharp- 


witted, observant, wide awake, on one’s toes; 
informal on the ball, quick on the uptake. 

■ wide of the mark inaccurate, incorrect, 
wrong, erroneous, off target, off beam, out, 
mistaken, misguided, misinformed 

marked ►adjective noticeable, pronounced, 
decided, distinct, striking, clear, glaring, bla- 
tant, unmistakable, obvious, plain, manifest, 
patent, palpable, prominent, signal, significant, 
conspicuous, notable, recognizable, identifi- 
able, distinguishable, discernible, apparent, evi- 
dent; written all over one 
-opposites imperceptible, 
market ►noun Q shopping centre, market- 
place, mart, flea market, bazaar, souk, fair, ar- 
chaic emporium Q there's no market for such 
goods demand, call, want, desire, need, require- 
ment Qthe market is sluggish trade, trading, 
business, commerce, buying and selling, deal- 
ing 

► verb the product was marketed worldwide sell, re- 
tail, vend, merchandise, trade, peddle, hawk, 
advertise, promote 

■ on the market on sale, (up) for sale, on 
offer, available, obtainable. N Amer on the 
block. 

marksman, markswoman ► noun 

sniper, sharpshooter, good shot, informal crack 
shot, N Amer informal deadeye, shootist 
maroon ► verb strand, cast away, cast ashore, 
abandon, leave behind, leave, leave m the 
lurch, desert, informal leave high and dry 
marriage ►noun 0a proposal of marriage 
(holy) matrimony, wedlock Qthe marriage took 
place at St Margaret’s wedding, wedding cere- 
mony. marriage ceremony, nuptials, umon, ar- 
chaic espousal 0 a marriage of jazz, pop, and gos- 
pel union, alliance, fusion, mixture, mix, blend, 
amalgamation, combination, merger 
-related terms conjugal, mantal. matrimo- 
nial 

-opposites divorce, separation, 
married ►adjective Qa married couple • wedded, 
wed. informal spliced, hitched Q married bliss 
marital, matrimonial, conjugal, nuptial, Law 
spousal, poetic (literary connubial 
-opposites single 

marrow ► noun the marrow of his statement es- 
sence, core, nucleus, pith, kernel, heart, quint- 
essence, gist, substance, sum and substance, 
meat, nub, informal nitty-gntty. 
marry ► verb Q the couple married last year get/ 
be married, wed, be wed. become man and 
wife, phght/pledge one’s troth, informal tie the 
knot, walk down the aisle, take the plunge, get 
spliced, get hitched, say ‘1 do’. QJohn wanted to 
marry her : wed, take to wife/husband; informal 
make an honest woman of; archaic espouse 
Qthe show marries poetry with art: join, unite, 
combine, fuse, mix, blend, merge, amalgamate, 
link, connect, couple, knit, yoke 
-opposites divorce, separate, 
marsh ►noun swamp, marshland, bog. peat 
bog, swampland, morass, mire, quagmire, 
slough, fen, fenland, wetland; N. Amer bayou; 
Scottish & N English moss; archaic quag, 
marshal ►verb Qthe king marshalled an army: 
assemble, gather together, collect, muster, call 
together, draw up, fine up. align, array, organ- 
ize, group, arrange, deploy, position, order, dis- 
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pose; mobilize, rally, round up. 0 guests were 
marshalled to their seats usher, guide, escort, 
conduct, lead, shepherd, steer, take. 

marshy ► adjective boggy, swampy, muddy, 
squelchy, soggy, waterlogged, miiy, fenny; Scot - 
tish 6 N English mossy; Ecology paludal 
-opposites dry, firm. 

marsupial ► noun. See list 


Marsupials 


antechlnus 

opossum 

bandicoot 

pademelon 

bettong 

phalanger 

bilby 

phascogale 

brushtaH 

planlgale 

cuscus 

possum 

dasyure 

potoroo 

dlbbfer 

pygmy possum 

dunnart 

quokka 

flying phalanger 

quoH 

glider 

rat kangaroo 

honey possum 

ringtail 

kangaroo 

rock wallaby 

koala 

smfnthopsis 

kowari 

Tasmanian devil 

kuttarr 

thylacine (or Tasmanian 

marsupial cat 

tiger/wotf) 

marsupial mole 

Virginia opossum 

marsupial mouse 

wallaby 

marsupial rat 

wallaroo 

mouse opossum 

wombat 

mulgara 

numbat 

yapok 


martial ► adjective military, soldierly, soldier- 
like, army, naval, warlike, fighting, combative, 
militaristic, informal gung-ho. See list 


Martial Arts and Combat Sports 


aikido 

ju-jltsu 

sumo 

ba gua 

karate 

wrestling 

boxing 

kendo 

tae kwon do 

capoeira 

kick-boxing 

t'ai chi dui’an 

fencing 

kung fu 

tang soo do 

jousting 

pa-kua 

Thai boxing 

judo 

Silat 

wrestling 


martinet ►noun disciplinarian, slave-driver, 
stickler for discipline, (hard) taskmaster, au- 
thontanan, tyrant. 

martyr ►verb PUT to death, kill, martyrize, 
bum, bum at the stake, immolate, stone to 
death, throw to the lions, crucify 

martyrdom ►noun death, suffering, torture, 
torment, agony, ordeal; killing, sacrifice, cruci- 
fixion, immolation, burning, auto<ia-f&, Chris- 
t lanity Passion. 

marvel ► verb she marvelled at their courage: be 
amazed, be astonished, be surprised, be awed, 
stand in awe. wonder; stare, gape, goggle, not 
believe one’s eyes/ears, be dumbfounded, infor- 
mal be flabbergasted. 

► noun the marvels of technology: wonder, miracle, 
sensation, spectacle, phenomenon; informal 
something else, something to shout about, 
eye-opener. 


marvellous ► adjective O his solo climb was 
marvellous amazing, astounding, astonishing, 
awesome, breathtaking, sensational, remark- 
able, spectacular, stupendous, staggering, stun- 
ning; phenomenal, prodigious, miraculous, 
extraordinary, incredible, unbelievable, poetic/ 
literary wondrous Q marvellous weather excel- 
lent, splendid, wonderful, magnificent, superb, 
glorious, sublime, lovely, delightful, too good 
to be true, informal super, great, amazing, fantas- 
tic, terrific, tremendous, sensational, heavenly, 
divine, gorgeous, grand, fabulous, fab, awe- 
some, to die for, magic, ace, wicked, mind- 
blowing, far out, out of this world, Bnt informal 
smashing, brilliant, bnll, N Amer informal boss. 
Austral /NZ informal beaut, bonzer, Bnt informal, dated 
champion, wizard, corking, npping, spiffing, 
top-hole, N Amer informal, dated swell 
-opposites commonplace, awful 
masculine ►adjective Qa masculine trait 
male, man’s, men’s, male-onented 0 a power- 
fully masculine man virile, macho, manly, all- 
male, muscular, muscly, strong, strapping, well 
built, rugged, robust, brawny, powerful, red- 
blooded, vigorous, informal hunky 0a rather 
masculine woman mannish, unfemimne, un- 
womanly, unladylike, Amazonian, informal 
butch 

-opposites feminine, effeminate 
masculinity ► noun virility, manliness, male- 
ness, machismo, vigour, strength, muscularity, 
ruggedness, robustness 

mash ►verb mash the potatoes pulp, crush, 
puree, cream, smash, squash, pound, beat. 

► noun first pound the garlic to a mash pulp. pur£e, 
mush, paste 

mask ►noun Qshe wore a mask to conceal her 
face disguise, false face, histoncal domino, visor, 
archaic vizard 0 he dropped his mask of good hu- 
mour pretence, semblance, veil, screen, front, 
false front, facade, veneer, blind, false colours, 
disguise, guise, concealment, cover, cover-up, 
cloak, camouflage 

► verb poplar trees masked the factory hide, conceal, 
disguise, cover up, obscure, screen, cloak, cam- 
ouflage, veil 

masquerade ►noun Qa grand masquerade 
masked ball, masque, fancy-dress party Qhe 
couldn't keep up the masquerade much longer . pre- 
tence, deception, pose, act, front, facade, dis- 
guise, dissimulation, cover-up, bluff, play- 
acting, make-believe, informal put-on 

► verb a woman masquerading as a man pretend to 
be. pose as, pass dneself off as, impersonate, 
disguise oneself as, formal personate 

Mass ► noun Eucharist, Holy Communion, 
Commumon, the Lord’s Supper, 
mass ►noun Qa soggy mass of fallen leaves * pile, 
heap, accumulation, aggregation, accretion, 
concretion, build-up 0 a mass of cyclists’ crowd, 
horde, large group, throng, host, troop, army, 
herd, flock, drove, swarm, mob, pack, press, 
crush, flood, multitude, ©the mass of the popula- 
tion: majority, greater part/number, best/better 
part, major part, most, bulk, main body, lion’s 
share, ©the common people, the populace, the 
public, the people, the rank and file, the 
crowd, the third estate; derogatory the hoi polloi, 
the mob, the proletariat, the common herd, 
the great unwashed. Q {Informer} masses of food. 
See lot pronoun. 
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► adjective mass hysteria widespread, general, 
wholesale, universal, large-scale, extensive, 
pandemic 

► verb they began massing troops in the region as 
semble, marshal, gather together, muster, 
round up, mobilize, rally 

massacre ►noun Qa cold-blooded massacre of 
innocent civilians slaughter, wholesale/mass 
slaughter, indiscriminate killing, mass murder, 
mass execution, annihilation, liquidation, deci- 
mation, extermination, carnage, butchery, 
bloodbath, bloodletting, pogrom, genocide, 
ethnic cleansing, holocaust. Shoah, night of 
the long knives, poetic/ literary slaying Q (informal) 
the match was an 8-0 massacre See rout noun 
sense 2 

► verb O thousands were brutally massacred slaugh 
ter, butcher, murder, kill, annihilate, exter- 
minate, execute, liquidate, eliminate, decimate, 
wipe out, mow down, cut down, put to the 
sword, put to death, poetic/ literary slay © ( informal) 
they were massacred in the final See trounce 

massage ► noun rub, rub-down. rubbing, 
kneading, palpation, manipulation, pummel- 
ling, shiatsu, reflexology, acupressure, hydro- 
massage, Swedish massage, osteopathy, effleur- 
age, tapotement, Rolfing 

► verb Qhe massaged her tired muscles rub, knead, 
palpate, manipulate, pummel, work © the stat- 
istics have been massaged alter, tamper with, 
manipulate, doctor, falsify, juggle, fiddle with, 
tinker with, distort, change, ng, interfere with, 
misrepresent, informal fix, cook, fiddle 

massive ► adjective huge, enormous, vast, im- 
mense. large, big, mighty, great, colossal, tre- 
mendous, prodigious, gigantic, gargantuan, 
mammoth, monstrous, monumental, giant, 
towering, elephantine, mountainous, titanic, 
epic. Herculean, Brobdmgnagian, informal mon- 
ster, jumbo, mega, whopping, humongous, 
hulking, bumper, astronomical, Brit informal 
whacking, gmormous 
-opposites tiny 

mast ►noun O a ship's mast spar, boom, yard, 
gaff, foremast, mammast, topmast, mizzen- 
mast, mizzen, royal mast Qthe mast on top of 
the building- flagpole, flagstaff, pole. post, rod, 
upright; aenal, transmitter, pylon 

master ► noun 0 (historical) he acceded to his mas- 
ter's wishes lord, overlord, lord and master, 
ruler, sovereign, monarch, liege (lord), suzer- 
ain © the dog's master owner, keeper 0 a chess 
master, expert, adept, genius, past master, 
maestro, virtuoso, professional, doyen, author- 
ity; informal ace, pro, wizard, whizz, hotshot, Brit 
informal dab hand; N Amer informal maven, crack- 
eijack. Qthe master of the ship: captain, com- 
mander, informal skipper. 0 the geography master. 
teacher, schoolteacher, schoolmaster, tutor, 
instructor, preceptor, formal pedagogue. 0 their 
spiritual master, guru, teacher, leader, guide, 
mentor; swami, Maharishi; Roshi. 

-opposites servant, amateur, pupil. 

► verb Of managed to master my fears: overcome, 
conquer, beat, quell, quash, suppress, control, 
overpower, triumph over, subdue, vanquish, 
subjugate, prevail over, govern, curb, check, 
bridle, tame, defeat, get the better of, get a 
grip on. get over; informal lick, ©ft took ages to 
master die technique: learn, become proficient 
m, know inside out, know backwards; pick up, 


grasp, understand, informal get the hang of. 

► adjective O® master craftsman expert, adept, 
proficient, skilled, skilful, deft, dexterous, 
adroit, practised, experienced, masterly, accom- 
plished, complete, demon, brilliant, informal 
crack, ace, mean, wizard, N Amer informal crack- 
eijack ©the master bedroom ■ principal, mam, 
chief, biggest 

masterful ►adjective Qa masterful man- com 
manding, powerful, imposing, magisterial, lord- 
ly, authoritative, dominating, domineering, 
overbearing, overweening, imperious Q their 
masterful handling of the situation- expert, adept, 
clever, masterly, skilful, skilled, adroit, profi- 
cient, deft, dexterous, accomplished, polished, 
consummate, informal crack, ace 
-opposites weak, inept, 
masterly ► adjective. See masterful sense 2 

mastermind ► verb he masterminded the whole 
campaign plan, control, direct, be in charge of, 
run, conduct, organize, arrange, preside over, 
orchestrate, stage-manage, engineer, manage, 
coordinate, conceive, devise, originate, initiate, 
think up, frame, hatch, come up with, informal 
be the brains behind 

► noun the mastermind behind the project genius, 
mind, intellect, author, architect, organizer, 
originator, prime mover, initiator, inventor, in- 
formal brain, brains, bright spark 

masterpiece ►noun chef-dceuvre, pidce de 
resistance, masterwork, magnum opus, finest/ 
best work, tour de force 

master stroke ►noun stroke of genius. 
coup, triumph, coup de maltre. tour de force 

mastery ► noun O her mastery of the language 
proficiency, ability, capability, knowledge, 
understanding, comprehension, familiarity, 
command, grasp, grip Qthey played with tactical 
mastery skill, skilfulness, expertise, dexterity, 
finesse, adroitness, virtuosity, prowess, deft- 
ness, proficiency, informal know-how. 0 man’s 
mastery over nature control, domination, com- 
mand, ascendancy, supremacy, pre-eminence, 
superiority; triumph, victory, the upper hand, 
the whip hand, rule, government, power, sway, 
authority, jurisdiction, dominion, sovereignty 

masticate ► verb chew, munch, champ, 
chomp, crunch, eat; ruminate, chew the cud, 
formal manducate 

mat ►noun ©the hall mat doormat, welcome 
mat; N Amer floorcloth. See list at carpet, ©he 
placed his glass on the mat: coaster, beer mat, 
doily; table mat, place mat; Brit dnp mat. ©a 
thick mat of hair mass, tangle, knot, mop, 
thatch, shock, mane. 

► verb his hair was matted with blood - tangle, en- 
tangle, knot, ravel, snarl up. 

match ►noun Qa football match | a boxing 
match: contest, competition, game, tourna- 
ment, tie, cup tie, event, fixture, trial, test, 
meet, bout, fight; friendly, (local) derby; play- 
off, replay, rematch; archaic tourney, ©he was 
no match for the champion: equal, rival, equiva- 
lent. peer, counterpart; formal compeer, ©the 
vase was an exact match of the one she already 
owned: lookalike, double, twin, duplicate, 
mate, fellow, companion, counterpart, pair; 
replica, copy; informal spitting image, spit and 
image, dead spit, dead ringer, ©a love match: 
marriage, betrothal, relationship, partnership, 
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► verb © the curtains matched the duvet cover go 
with, coordinate with, complement, suit, be 
the same as, be similar to. ©did their statements 
match ? correspond, be in agreement, tally, 
agree, match up, coincide, accord, conform, 
square ©no one can match him at chess, equal, 
be a match for. measure up to, compare with, 
parallel, be in the same league as, be on a par 
with, touch, keep pace with, keep up with, 
emulate, rival, vie with, compete with, contend 
with, informal hold a candle to 
■ match up to measure up to. come up to, 
meet with, be equal to, be as good as. satisfy, 
fulfil, answer to 

matching ►adjective corresponding, equiva- 
lent, parallel, analogous, coordinating, comple- 
mentary, toning, paired, twin, identical, like, 
like (two) peas in a pod, alike 
-opposites different, clashing 

matchless ►adjective incomparable, un- 
availed, inimitable, beyond compare/compan- 
son. unparalleled, unequalled, without equal, 
peerless, second to none, unsurpassed, unsur- 
passable, nonpareil, unique, consummate, per- 
fect, rare, transcendent, surpassing, formal un- 
exampled 

matchmaker ► noun marriage broker, 
shadchan, marriage bureau, dating agency, go- 
between 

mate ► noun Q(Bnt informal) he's gone out with his 
mates friend, companion, boon companion, in- 
timate, familiar, confidant, playmate, playfel- 
low, schoolmate, classmate, workmate; informal 
pal, chum, Bnt informal china, mucker, N English 
informal marra, N Amor informal buddy, amigo, 
compadre. homeboy, archaic compeer ©she’s 
finally found her ideal mate partner, husband, 
wife, spouse, lover, live-in lover, significant 
other, companion, helpmate, helpmeet, con- 
sort, informal better half, hubby, missus, missis, 
Bnt informal other half, dutch, trouble and stnfe 
©/ can’t find the mate to this sock match, fellow, 
twin, companion, pair, other half, equivalent 
©a plumber's mate assistant, helper, appren- 
tice 

► verb pandas rarely mate in captivity ■ breed, 
couple, copulate 

material ►noun ©fill decomposition of organic 
material matter, substance, stuff, medium 
© the materials for a new building, constituent, 
raw material, element, component 0 cleaning 
materials things, items, articles, stuff, necessar- 
ies; Bnt informal gubbins © curtain material fab 
ric, cloth, textiles See list at fabric. 0 material 
for a magazine article, information, data, facts, 
facts and figures, statistics, evidence, details, 
particulars, background, notes; informal info, 
gen, dope, low-down 

► adjective ©the material worid * physical, corpor- 
eal, tangible, non-spmtual, mundane, worldly, 
earthly, secular, temporal, concrete, real, solid, 
substantial, ©she was too fond of material pleas - 
ures a sensual, physical, carnal, corporal, flesh- 
ly, bodily. 0 information that could be material to 
the inquiry relevant, pertinent, applicable, ger- 
mane; apropos, to the point; vital, essential, 
key. © the storms caused material damage: signifi- 
cant, major, important 

-opposites spiritual, aesthetic, irrelevant 


materialistic ►adjective consumerist, ac- 
quisitive, money-onented, greedy; worldly, cap- 
italistic, bourgeois. 

materialize ►verb ©the forecast investment 
boom did not materialize happen, occur, come 
about, take place, come into being, transpire, 
informal come off, formal eventuate, poetic /literary 
come to pass © Harry materialized at the door 
appear, turn up, arrive, make/put m an ap- 
pearance, present oneself/itself, emerge, sur- 
face, reveal oneself/itself. show one’s face, pop 
up, informal show up, fetch up, pitch up 
materially ► adverb significantly, greatly, 
much, very much, to a great extent, consider- 
ably. substantially, a great deal, appreciably, 
markedly, fundamentally, senously, gravely 
maternal ►adjective ©her maternal instincts 
motherly, protective, canng. nurturing, loving, 
devoted, affectionate, fond, warm, tender, gen- 
tle, kind, kindly, comforting ©his maternal 
grandparents on one s mother s side, on the dis- 
taff side 

mathematical ►adjective © mathematical 
symbols, arithmetical, numerical, statistical, al- 
gebraic. geometric, trigonometric See lists here 
and at symbol 0 mathematical precision rigor- 
ous, meticulous, scrupulous, punctilious, scien- 
tific, strict, precise, exact, accurate, pinpoint, 
correct, careful, unerring 


Branches of Mathematics 


algebra 

applied mathematics 

arithmetic 

calculus 

catastrophe theory 
chaos theory 
combinatorics 
conics 

differential calculus 
game theory 
geodesy 
geometry 


integral calculus 
mechanics 
nomography 
number theory 
numerical analysis 
probability theory 
pure mathematics 
set theory 
statistics 
topology 
trigonometry 


matrimonial ► adjective marital, conjugal, 
mamed, wedded, nuptial, Law spousal; poetic/ 
literary connubial. 

matrimony ► noun marriage, wedlock, union, 
nuptials 

-opposites divorce 

matted ►adjective tangled, tangly, knotted, 
knotty, tousled, dishevelled, uncombed, un- 
kempt, ratty, black English natty. 

mattor ►noun © decaying vegetable matter ma- 
terial, substance, stuff ©the heart of the mat - 
ter affair, business, proceeding, situation, cir- 
cumstance, event, happening, occurrence, inci- 
dent, episode, experience; subject, topic, issue, 
question, point, point at issue, case, concern 
0 it is of little matter now. importance, conse- 
quence, significance, note, import, weight, for- 
ma/ moment, ©what’s the matter? problem, 
trouble, difficulty, complication, upset, worry, 
©the matter of the sermon: content, subject 
matter, text, argument, substance, ©an infected 
wound Jull of matter, pus. suppuration, puru- 
lence, discharge 

► varb it doesn't matter what you wear, be import- 
ant, make any/a difference, be of importance. 
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be of consequence, signify, be relevant, count; 
Informal cut any ice 

■ as a matter of fact actually, in (actual) 
fact, in point of fact, as it happens, really, be- 
lieve it or not, in reality, m truth, to tell the 
truth 

■ no matter it doesn't matter, it makes no 
difference/odds, it’s not important, never 
mind, don’t worry about it 

matter-of-fact ► adjective unemotional, prac- 
tical, down-to-earth, sensible, realistic, rational, 
sober, unsentimental, pragmatic, businesslike, 
commonsensical, level-headed, hard-headed, 
no-nonsense, factual, literal, straightforward, 
plain, unembellished, unvarnished, unadorned 

mature * adjective mature woman adult, 
grown-up, grown, fully grown, full-grown, of 
age, fully developed, in one’s prime Qhe's very 
mature for his age sensible, responsible, adult, 
level-headed, reliable, dependable, wise, dis- 
criminating. shrewd, sophisticated 0 mature 
cheese ripe, npened, mellow, ready to eat/ 
dnnk. ©on mature reflection , he decided not to go' 
careful, thorough, deep, considered 
-opposites adolescent, childish 
► varb Q kittens mature when they are about a year 
old be fully grown, be full-grown, come of 
age. reach adulthood, reach maturity ©he's 
matured since he left home * grow up, become 
more sensible/adult, blossom © leave the cheese 
to mature ripen, mellow, age. Q their friendship 
didn't have time to mature develop, grow, 
evolve, bloom, blossom, flourish, thrive 

maturity ► noun Q her progress from childhood to 
matunty adulthood, majority, coming of age, 
manhood/womanhood © he displayed a maturity 
beyond his years * responsibility, sense, level- 
headedness, wisdom, discnmi nation, shrewd- 
ness. sophistication 

maudlin ► adjective © maudlin self-pity senti 
mental, over-sentimental, emotional, overemo- 
tional, tearful; informal weepy, formal lachrymose 
©a maudlin ballad ■ mawkish, sentimental, over- 
sentimental. mushy, slushy, sloppy, Bnt twee. 
informal schmaltzy, cheesy, corny, toe-curling, 
Bnt informal soppy, N Amer informal comball, 
three-hankie 

maul ► verb © he had been mauled by a lion * sav- 
age, attack, tear to pieces, lacerate, claw, 
scratch © she hated being mauled by men mo 
lest, feel, fondle, manhandle, informal grope, 
paw, touch up ©hts book was mauled by the 
critics See criticize 

maunder ► verb ©he maundered on about hts 
problems, ramble, prattle, blather, blether, rat- 
tle. chatter, jabber, babble; informal yak, yatter, 
Bnt informal rabbit, witter, waffle, natter, chun- 
ter ©she maundered across the road, wander, 
drift, meander, amble, potter; Bnt informal 
mooch 

mausoleum ► noun tomb, sepulchre, crypt, 
vault, charnel house, burial chamber, cata- 
comb. undercroft 

maverick ► noun individualist, nonconform- 
ist, free spint, unorthodox person, original, ec- 
centric, rebel, dissenter, dissident. 

-oppositbs conformist. 

maw ► noun mouth, jaws, muzzle; throat, gul- 
let; informal trap, chops, kisser; Brit, informal gob. 


mawkish ► adjective sentimental, over-senti- 
mental, maudlin, mushy, slushy, sloppy, cloy- 
ing, sickly, saccharine, sugary, syrupy, nauseat- 
ing, Bnt twee; informal schmaltzy, weepy, cutesy, 
lovey-dovey, cheesy, corny, sick-making, toe 
curling, Bnt informal soppy. N Amer informal 
comball, hokey, threehankie 
maxim ►noun saying, adage, aphorism, prov- 
erb, motto, saw, axiom, apophthegm, dictum, 
precept, epigram, truism, cliche, 
maximum ► adjective the maximum amount 
greatest, highest, biggest, largest, top. top- 
most. most, utmost, maximal. 

-opposites minimum 

► noun production levels are near their maximum 
upper limit, limit, utmost, uttermost, greatest, 
most, extremity, peak, height, ceiling, top 
-opposites minimum 

maybe ► adverb perhaps, possibly, conceivably, 
it could be, it is possible, for all one knows. N 
English happen, poetic /literary peradventure, per- 
chance 

mayhem ►noun chaos, disorder, havoc, bed- 
lam, pandemomum, tumult, uproar, turmoil, 
commotion, all hell broken loose, maelstrom, 
trouble, disturbance, confusion, not, anarchy, 
violence, mfomial madhouse 
maze ► noun labyrinth, complex network, war- 
ren, web. tangle, jungle, snarl 
meadow ►noun field, paddock, pasture, pas- 
tureland; poetic/ literary lea, mead 
meagre ► adjective Q their meagre earnings, in 
adequate, scanty, scant, paltry, limited, re- 
stricted, modest, insufficient, sparse, deficient, 
negligible, skimpy, slender, poor, miserable, 
pitiful, puny, miserly, niggardly, beggarly, infor- 
mal measly, stingy, pathetic, piddling, formal ex- 
iguous ©a tall, meagre man thin, lean, skinny, 
spare, scrawny, scraggy, gangling, gangly, 
spindly, stringy, bony, raw-boned, gaunt, 
underweight, underfed, undernourished, ema- 
ciated, skeletal, cadaverous 
’ -opposites abundant, fat. 
meal ► noun snack, feast, banquet, mfomial bite 
(to eat), spread, blowout, feed, Bnt informal 
nosh-up; formal repast, collation, poetic /literary re- 
fection See list 
-related terms prandial 


Meals 



afternoon 

cookout 

picnic 

tea 

cream tea 

safari supper 

banquet 

dinner 

smorgasbord 

barbecue 

evening 

supper 

braafvtefc 

meal 

takeaway 

breakfast 

feast 

tapes 

brunch 

.finger buffet 

fea 

buffet 

fbik supper 

TV dinner 

burgoo 

high tea 

wedding 

clambake 

lunch i 

breakfast 

continental 

luncheon 

, 

breakfast 

midday meal 



mean 1 ► verb Q flashing lights mean the road is 
blocked: signify, convey, denote, designate, indi- 
cate, connote, show, express, spell out; stand 
for, represent, symbolize; imply, suggest, in- 
timate, hint at, insinuate, drive at, refer to, al- 
lude to; poetic/ literary betoken, ©she didn't mean 
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to break it. intend, aim, plan, design, have in 
mind, contemplate, purpose, propose, set out, 
aspire, desire, want, wish, expect ©he was hit 
by a bullet meant for a soldier, intend, design; des- 
tine, predestine O the closures will mean a rise in 
unemployment entail, involve, necessitate, lead 
to, result m, give nse to, bring about, cause, 
engender, produce ©this means a lot to me 
matter, be important, be significant ©a red 
sky in the morning usually means rain presage, 
portend, foretell, augur, promise, foreshadow, 
herald, signal, bode, poetic/ literary betoken, fore- 
token 

mean 2 ► adjective ©he's too mean to leave a tip 
miserly, niggardly, close-fisted, parsimonious, 
penny-pinching, cheese-panng, Scrooge-like, in- 
formal tight-fisted, stingy, tight, mingy, money- 
grubbing; N Amer informal cheap, formal penuri- 
ous, archaic near, niggard ©a mean trick un 
kind, nasty, unpleasant, spiteful, malicious, un- 
fair, cruel, shabby, foul, despicable, contempt- 
ible, obnoxious, vile, odious, loathsome, base, 
low, informal horrible, homd. hateful, rotten, 
low-down, Brit informal beastly, ©the truth was 
obvious to even the meanest intelligence inferior, 
poor, limited, restricted ©her flat was mean 
and cold squalid, shabby, dilapidated, sordid, 
seedy, slummy, sleazy, insalubrious, wretched, 
dismal, dingy, miserable, run down, down at 
heel, informal scruffy, scuzzy, crummy, grungy, 
Brit informal grotty ©a man of mean birth, lowly, 
humble, ordinary, low, low-bom, modest, com- 
mon. base, proletarian, plebeian, obscure, un- 
distinguished. ignoble; archaic basebom © (infor- 
mal) he's a mean cook. See excellent. 

-opposites generous, kind, luxurious, noble 

mean 9 ► noun a mean between saving and splash- 
ing out middle course, middle way, midpoint, 
happy medium, golden mean, compromise, 
balance, median, norm, average 

► adjective the mean temperature average, median, 
middle, medial, medium, normal, standard 

meander ►verb ©the river meandered gently 
zigzag, wind, twist, turn, curve, curl, bend, 
snake ©we meandered along the path stroll, 
saunter, amble, wander, ramble, drift, maun- 
der; Scottish stravaig, informal mosey, tootle 
meandering ►adjective ©a meandering 
stream winding, windy, zigzag, twisting, turn- 
ing. curving, serpentine, sinuous, twisty 0 me- 
andering reminiscences, rambling, maundering, 
circuitous, roundabout, digressive, discursive, 
indirect, tortuous, convoluted 
-opposites straight, succinct 

meaning ► noun © the meaning of his remark 
significance, sense, signification, import, gist, 
thrust, drift, implication, tenor, message, es- 
sence, substance, purport, intention, ©the 
word has several different meanings: definition, 
sense, explanation, denotation, connotation, 
interpretation, ©my life has no meaning: value, 
validity, worth, consequence, account, use, use- 
fulness, significance, point, ©his smUe was full 
of meaning: expressiveness, significance, elo- 
quence, implications, insinuations. 

-related terms semantic. 

► adjective a meaning look. See meaningful sense 3 
meaningful ► elective ©a meaningful remark: 

significant, relevant, important, consequential, 
telling, material, valid, worthwhile, ©a mean- 
ingful relationship: sincere, deep, serious, in 


earnest, significant, important ©a meaningful 
glance expressive, eloquent, pointed, signifi- 
cant, meaning, pregnant, speaking, telltale, re- 
vealing, suggestive. 

-opposites inconsequential. 

meaningless ►adjective ©a jumble of mean- 
ingless words • unintelligible, incomprehensible, 
incoherent © she felt her life was meaningless' fu 
tile, pointless, aimless, empty, hollow, vam, 
purposeless, valueless, useless, of no use, 
worthless, senseless, trivial, tnfhng, unimport- 
ant, insignificant, inconsequential 
-opposites worthwhile 

means ►plural noun ©the best means to achieve 
your goal method, way. manner, mode, meas- 
ure. technique, expedient, agency, medium, in- 
strument, channel, vehicle, avenue, course, 
process, procedure ©she doesn't have the means 
to support herself money, resources, capital, in- 
come, finance, funds, cash, the wherewithal, 
assets, informal dough, bread; Brit informal dosh, 
brass, lolly, spondulicks, ackers ©a man of 
means wealth, riches, affluence, substance, for- 
tune, property, money, capital 

■ by all means of course, certainly, definite- 
ly, surely, absolutely, with pleasure; N Amer in- 
formal sure thing. 

■ by means of using, utilizing, employing, 
through, with the help of; as a result of, by 
dint of, by way of, by virtue of 

■ by no means not at all, in no way, not in 
the least, not in the slightest, not the least bit, 
not by a long shot, certainly not, absolutely 
not, definitely not, on no account, under no 
circumstances, Brit not by a long chalk, informal 
no way 

meantime ► adverb. See meanwhile 
meanwhile ►adverb Q meanwhile, /'ll stay here 
for now, for the moment, for the present, for 
the time being, meantime, m the meantime, m 
the mtenm, in the interval ©cook for a further 
half hour; meanwhile, make the stuffing at the 
same time, simultaneously, concurrently, the 
while 

measurable ►adjective ©a measurable 
amount quantifiable, assessable, gaugeable, 
computable ©a measurable improvement * appre 
ciable, noticeable, significant, visible, percep- 
tible, definite, obvious 

measure ►verb ©they measured the length of 
the room calculate, compute, count, meter, 
quantify, weigh, size, evaluate, assess, gauge, 
plumb, deterqune 0/ had better measure my 
words • choose carefully, consider, plan, ©she 
did not need to measure herself against some ideal. 
compare with, pit against, set against, test 
against, judge by. 

► noun ©cost-cutting measures ■ action, act, course 
(of action), deed, proceeding, procedure, step, 
means, expedient; manoeuvre, initiative, pro- 
gramme, operation. © the Senate passed the meas- 
ure: statute, act, bill, law, legislation. © the ori- 
ginal dimensions were in imperial measure: system, 
standard, units, scale, ©use a measure to check 
the size: ruler, tape measure, rule, gauge, 
meter, scale, level, yardstick, ©a measure of egg 
white: quantity, amount, portion. © the states re- 
tain a measure of independence : certain amount. 
degree; some ©sales are the measure of the 
company's success, yardstick, test, standard, bar- 
ometer, touchstone, litmus test, criterion, 
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benchmark Q poetic measure metre, cadence, 
rhythm, foot 

■ beyond measure immensely, extremely, 
vastly, greatly, excessively, immeasurably, in- 
calculably, infinitely 

■ for good measure as a bonus, as an extra, 
into the bargain, to boot, m addition, besides, 
as well. 

■ get/have the measure of evaluate, assess, 
gauge, judge, weigh up, understand, fathom, 
read, be wise to, see through, informal have 
someone’s number. 

■ measure something off mark off, measure 
out, demarcate, delimit, delineate, outline, de- 
scribe, define, stake out 

■ measure up pass muster, match up, come 
up to standard, fit/fill the bill, be acceptable, in- 
formal come up to scratch, make the grade, cut 
the mustard, be up to snuff 

■ measure someone up evaluate, rate, as- 
sess, appraise, judge, weigh up, informal size up 

■ measure up to meet, come up to. equal, 
match, bear companson with, be on a level 
with, achieve, satisfy, fulfil 

measured ►adjective ©his measured tread 
regular, steady, even, rhythmic, rhythmical, 
unfaltenng. slow, dignified, stately, sedate, leis- 
urely. unhurried, ©his measured tones thought 
ful, careful, carefully chosen, studied, calcu- 
lated, planned, considered, deliberate, re- 
strained 

measureless ► adjective boundless, limit- 
less. unlimited, unbounded, untold, immense, 
vast, endless, inexhaustible, infinite, illimit- 
able, immeasurable, incalculable 
-opposites limited 

measurement ►'noun Q measurement of the 
effect is difficult quantification, computation, 
calculation, mensuration, evaluation, assess- 
ment. gauging ©all measurements are given m 
metric form size, dimension, proportions, mag- 
nitude. amplitude, mass, bulk, volume, cap- 
acity, extent, value, amount, quantity, area, 
length, height, depth, weight, width, range 

meat ►noun ©flesh, animal flesh See lists 
Q {archaic) meat and drink food, nounshment. 
sustenance, provisions, rations, fare, food- 
stuffs), provender, daily bread, informal grub, 
eats, chow, nosh, Bnt informal scoff; formal com- 
estibles, dated victuals; poetic/ literary viands, archaic 


Types of Meat 

See oho sausage. 


bacon 

beef 

beefburger 

brawn 

burger 

chicken 

chitterlings 

duck 

faggot 

game 

gammon 

goose 

ham 

hamburger 

haslet 


kidney 

pork 

lamb 

poultry 

lamb's fry 

prosciutto 

lights 

rabbit 

liver 

rissole 

luncheon 

salt pork 

meat 

sktemeat 

mince 

spam 

mutton 

(trademark) 

offal 

steak 

oxtail 

sweetbread 

ox-tongue 

tripe 

Parma ham 

turkey 

pit* 

veal 

pig's trotters 

venison 


Cuts or Joints of Meat 


back rib 

fricandeau 

round steak 

baron of beef 

gfgot 

rump 

belly 

hand 

saddle 

best end 

hock 

shank 

brisket 

hough 

shoulder 

Chateaubriand 

knuclde 

shin 

chine 

leg 

side 

chop 

loin 

silverside 

chuck 

neck 

sirloin 

collar 

noisette 

skirt 

cutlet 

porterhouse 

spare nb 

entrecote 

steak 

T-bone 

escalope 

rack 

tenderloin 

fillet 

rib 

topside 

flank 

riblets 

tournedos 

fore rib 

round 

undercut 


commons © the meat of the matter substance, 
pith, marrow, heart, kernel, core, nucleus, nub, 
essence, essentials, gist, fundamentals, basics, 
informal mtty-gntty 

meaty ►adjective ©a tall, meaty young man 
beefy, brawny, burly, muscular, muscly, 
powerful, sturdy, strapping, well built, solidly 
built, thickset, fleshy, stout ©a good, meaty 
story interesting, thought-provoking, three-di- 
mensional. stimulating, substantial, satisfying, 
meaningful, deep, profound 
mechanical ►'adjective ©a mechanical device 
mechanized, machine-dnven, automated, auto- 
matic. power-dnven, robotic ©a mechanical re- 
sponse automatic, unthinking, robotic, mvolun 
tary, reflex, knee-jerk, habitual, routine, un- 
emotional, unfeeling, lifeless, perfunctory, 
cursory, careless, casual 
-opposites manual, conscious 
mechanism ►noun ©an electrical mechanism 
machine, piece of machinery, appliance, appar- 
atus. device, instrument, contraption, gadget, 
informal gizmo Qthe train’s safety mechanism ma 
chinery, workings, works, movement, action, 
gears, components ©a formal mechanism for cit- 
izens to lodge complaints procedure, process, 
system, operation, method, technique, means, 
medium, agency, channel 
mechanize ►verb automate, industrialize, 
motorize, computerize 

medal ►noun decoration, nbbon, star, badge, 
laurel, palm, award, honour. Military slang fruit 
salad, Bnt informal gong 

meddle ►-verb Q don’t meddle in my affairs 
interfere, butt in, intrude, intervene, pry, infor- 
mal poke one’s nose in, horn in on, muscle in 
on, snoop, put/stick one’s oar in, N Amer infor- 
mal kibitz © someone had been meddling with her 
things ■ fiddle, interfere, tamper, tinker, finger. 
Bnt. informal muck about) around 
meddlesome ► adjective interfering, med- 
dling, intrusive, piying, busybody; informal nosy, 
nosy-parker. 

mediate ►verb ©Austria tried to mediate be- 
tween the belligerents : arbitrate, conciliate, mod- 
erate, act as peacemaker, make peace; inter- 
vene, step in, intercede, act as an intermediary, 
liaise, ©a tribunal was set up to mediate disputes. 
resolve, settle, arbitrate in. umpire, reconcile, 
referee; mend, clear up; informal patch up. ©he 
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attempted to mediate a solution to the conflict * ne 
gotiate, bring about, effect, forma I effectuate 

mediation *noun arbitration, conciliation, 
reconciliation, intervention, intercession, good 
offices; negotiation, shuttle diplomacy 

mediator *noun arbitrator, arbiter, negoti- 
ator, conciliator, peacemaker, go-between, 
middleman, intermediary, moderator, inter- 
venor, intercessor, broker, honest broker, li- 
aison officer; umpire, referee, adjudicator, 
judge 

medicinal * adjective curative, healing, re- 
medial, therapeutic, restorative, corrective, 
health-giving, medical, archaic sanative 

medicine ► noun medication, medicament, 
drug, prescription, dose, treatment, remedy, 

Types of Medication 


abortifadent 

addictive 

alpha blocker 

anaesthetic 

analeptic 

analgesic 

anaphrodrsiac 

anodyne 

anovulant 

antacid 

anthelmintic 

antibiotic 

antibacterial 

anticholinergic 

anticoagulant 

anticonvulsant 

antidepressant 

antidiarrhoea! 

antidote 

anti-emetic 

anti-epileptic 

antifungal 

antihistamine 

antl-Infectlve 

anti-inflammatory 

antipruritic 

antipsychotic 

antipyretic 

antiscorbutic 

antiseptic 

antftpasmodfc 

antltusslve 

antiviral 

anxiolytic 

aperient 

aphrodisiac 

appetite suppressant 

arsenical 

beta blocker 

booster 

bronchodHator 

catefedent 

calmative 

o arrnk« tive 

cathartic 

contraceptive 

-J- fc. A. 

curative . ,1 


depressant 

diaphoretic 

digestive 

dilator 

diuretic 

ecbofic 

emetic 

euphoriant 

evacuant 

expectorant 

febrifuge 

fungicide 

germicide 

immunosuppressive 

laxative 

lenitive 

mercurial 

musde relaxant 

narcotic 

nervine 

neuroleptic 

nootropic 

painkiller 

palliative 

placebo 

preventive 

prophylactic 

psychotomimetic 

psychotropic 

relaxant 

resolvent 

restorative 

roborant 

sedative 

sleeping draught 

sleeping p4tf 

soporific 

soibefadent 

spasmolytic 

steroid 

stimulant 

sudatory 
sudorific 
suppressant 
sympatholytic 
> tonic 

tranqufittter , 
vasoconstrictor 



Forms of Medication 


balsam 

eyedrops 

pastille 

cachet 

gargle 

pessary 

caplet 

hypodermic 

P*» 

capsule 

inhalant 

poultice 

collyrium 

Injectable 

powder 

cream 

iinctus 

rub 

draught 

lotion 

salve 

drench 

lozenge 

suppository 

drip 

microcapsule 

syrette 

drops 

nasal spray 

tablet 

ear drops 

nebulizer 


enema 

ointment 



Branches of Medicine 


See also therapy. 

anaesthesia 

allopathy 

audiology 

cardiology 

chiropody 

community medicine 

dermatology 

embryology 

endocrinology 

epidemiology 

gastroenterology 

geriatrics 

gynaecology 

immunology 

laryngology 

nephrology 

neurology 

neuropathology 

neurosurgery 

nuclear medicine 

obstetrics 


oncology 

ophthalmology 

orthopaedics 

oithotics 

paediatrics 

parasitology 

pathology 

pharmacology 

physiotherapy 

plastic surgery 

psychosurgery 

proctology 

prosthetics 

psychiatry 

radiology 

surgery 

therapeutics 

trichopathy 

urology 

venereology 

veterinary medicine 


Brandies of Alternative and 
Complementary Medicine 


See also therapy. 

acupressure 
acupuncture 
Alexander technique 
aromatherapy '** 
Ayurveda 

Bach flower remedies 
balneotherapy 
Bates method 
bioenergetics 
bodywork 
bush medicine 
chiropractic 
colour therapy 
craniosacral therapy 
crystal heaftog/thetepy 
etectiYHicufMUKture 
eqtiffthmfcs 
faith beaflng 
Feldenkrtis method 
Gerson therapy 
Mkydlet 


herbalism 
homeopathy 
hydropathy 
Wdokigy 
McTimoney 
chiropractic 
nature cure 
naturopathy 
neurolinguistic 
programming- 
organotherapy 
osteopathy 
psionk medfcine 
radionia 
nsbiithing 
reiki 

reflexology 
Raffing 
shlatsu , 
thalassotherapy 
zone therapy 
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cure, nostrum, panacea, cure-all, archaic physic. 
See lists 

-related terms pharmaceutical, 
medieval * adjective Q medieval times of the 
Middle Ages, of the Dark Ages. Dark-Age, 
Gothic © [informal) the plumbing's a bit medieval 
primitive, antiquated, archaic, antique, antedi- 
luvian, old-fashioned, out of date, outdated, 
outmoded, anachronistic, passe, obsolete; infor- 
mal out of the ark; N Amer informal horse-and- 
buggy, clunky 
-opposites modem 

mediocre ► adjective ordinary, average, mid- 
dling, middle-of-the-road, uninspired, undistin- 
guished, indifferent, unexceptional, unexciting, 
unremarkable, run-of-the-mill, pedestrian, pro- 
saic, lacklustre, forgettable, amateur, amateur- 
ish, informal OK. so-so, (plain) vanilla, fair-to- 
middling, no great shakes, not up to much, Bnt 
informal not much cop, N Amer informal bush- 
league, NZ informal half-pie 
-opposites excellent 

meditate ► verb contemplate, think, con- 
sider, ponder, muse, reflect, deliberate, rumin- 
ate. chew the cud. brood, mull over; be in a 
brown study, be deep/lost m thought, debate 
with oneself, pray, informal put on one’s think- 
ing cap, formal cogitate 

meditation ► noun contemplation, thought, 
thinking, musing, pondering, consideration, re- 
flection, deliberation, rumination, brooding, 
reverie, brown study, concentration, prayer, for- 
mal cogitation 

meditative ►adjective pensive, thoughtful, 
contemplative, reflective, musing, ruminative, 
introspective, brooding, deep/lost m thought, 
in a brown study, prayerful, formal cogitative 

medium ► noun Q using technology as a medium 
for job creation means, method, way, form, 
agency, avenue, channel, vehicle, organ, instru- 
ment, mechanism ©organisms growing in their 
natural medium habitat, element, environment „ 
surroundings, milieu, setting, conditions ©she 
consulted a medium spiritualist, spiritist, necro- 
mancer Qa happy medium, middle way, middle 
course, middle ground, middle, mean, median, 
midpoint; compromise, golden mean. 

► adjective medium height average, middling, 
medium-sized, middle-sized, moderate, normal, 
standard 

madlay ►noun assortment, miscellany, mix- 
ture, melange, variety, mixed bag, mix, collec- 
tion, selection, pot-poum, patchwork; motley 
collection, ragbag, gallimaufry, mishmash, 
hotchpotch, jumble, N Amer hodgepodge, 
maak ► adjective submissive, yielding, obedient, 
compliant, tame, biddable, tractable, acquies- 
cent, deferential, timid, unprotesting, unresist- 
ing, like a lamb to the slaughter; quiet, mild, 
gentle, docile, lamblike, shy, diffident, un- 
assuming. self-effacing. 

-opposites assertive. 

mMt ► mb QI met an old friend on the train: en- 
counter, meet up with, come face to face 
with, run into, run across, come across/upon, 
chance on. happen on, light on, stumble 
across/on; informal bump into Q she first met Paul 
at a party • get to know, be introduced to, make 
the acquaintance of. ©the committee met on Sat- 
urday: assemble, gather, come together, get to- 


gether, congregate, convene; formal foregather 
©the place where three roads meet: converge, 
connect, touch, link up, intersect, cross, join 
©he met death bravely face, encounter, under- 
go, experience, go through, suffer, endure, 
bear, cope with, handle © the announcement was 
met with widespread hostility greet, receive, an- 
swer, treat © he does not meet the job’s require- 
ments. fulfil, satisfy, fill, measure up to, match 
(up to), conform to, come up to, comply with, 
answer © shipowners would meet the cost of oil 
spills pay. settle, clear, honour, discharge, pay 
off, square 

► noun an athletics meet See meeting sense 5 
■ meet someone halfway. See halfway 

meeting ►noun ©he stood up to address the 
meeting’ gathering, assembly, conference, con- 
gregation, convention, summit, forum, convo- 
cation, conclave, council of war, rally, N Amer 
caucus, informal get-together ©she demanded a 
meeting with the minister consultation, audi- 
ence, interview G he intrigued her on their first 
meeting, encounter, contact, appointment, as- 
signation, rendezvous; poetic /literary tiyst ©the 
meeting of land and sea • convergence, coming 
together, confluence, conjunction, union, junc- 
tion, abutment; intersection, T-junction, cross- 
ing. ©an athletics meeting event, tournament, 
meet, rally, competition, match, game, contest 

megalomania ►noun delusions of grand 
eur, folie de grandeur, thirst for power, self- 
importance, egotism, conceit, conceitedness 

melancholy ► adjective a melancholy expression 
sad, sorrowful, unhappy, desolate, mournful, 
lugubrious, gloomy, despondent, dejected, de- 
pressed, downhearted, downcast, disconsolate, 
glum, miserable, wretched, dismal, morose, 
woeful, woebegone, doleful, joyless, heavy- 
hearted, informal down in the dumps, down in 
the mouth, blue 
-opposites cheerful 

► noun a feeling of melancholy sadness, sorrow, un- 
happiness, woe, desolation, melancholia, dejec- 
tion, depression, despondency, gloom, gloomi- 
ness. misery, informal the dumps, the blues 

melange ► noun mixture, medley, assortment, 
blend, variety, mixed bag, mix, miscellany, se- 
lection, pot-pourri, patchwork; motley collec- 
tion. ragbag, gallimaufry, mishmash, hotch- 
potch, jumble; N Amer hodgepodge. 

melee, m6l6e ►noun fracas, disturbance, 
rumpus, tumult, commotion, disorder, fray; 
brawl, fight, scuffle, struggle, skirmish, free- 
for-all, tussle; Informal scrap, set-to, ruction; N 
Amer informal rough house. 

mellifluous ►adjective sweet-sounding, dul- 
cet, honeyed, mellow, soft, liquid, silvery, 
soothing, rich, smooth, euphonious, harmoni- 
ous, tuneful, musical. 

-opposites cacophonous. 

mellow ► adjective ©the mellow tone of his voice: 
dulcet, sweet-sounding, tuneful, melodious, 
mellifluous; soft, smooth, warm, full, rich, ©a 
mellow wine: full-bodied, mature, well matured, 
full-flavoured, rich, smooth, ©a mellow mood: 
genial, affable, amiable, good-humoured, 
good-natured, amicable, pleasant, relaxed, 
easy-going; jovial, jolly, cheerful, happy, merry. 

melodious ►adjective tuneful, melodic, mu- 
sical, mellifluous, dulcet, sweet-sounding, sil- 
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veiy, silvery-toned. harmonious, euphonious, 
lyncal, informal easy on the ear 
-opposites discordant 

melodramatic * adjective exaggerated, his- 
tnonic, extravagant, over-dramatic, overdone, 
over-sensational, sensationalized, overemotion- 
al. sentimental, theatrical, stagy, actressy; mfor- 
mal hammy 

melody ► noun Q familiar melodies tune, air, 
strain, theme, song, refrain, piece of music 
©his unique gift for melody ‘ melodiousness, 
tunefulness, lyricism, musicality, euphony 

melt ► verb O the snow was beginning to melt li 
quefy, thaw, defrost, soften, dissolve, deli- 
quesce ©his smile melted her heart soften, dis- 
arm, touch, affect, move ©his anger melted 
away vanish, disappear, fade away, dissolve, 
evaporate, poetic /literary evanesce 

member ► noun Qa member of the club sub- 
scriber, associate, fellow, life member, found- 
er member, card-carrying member. © a member 
of a mathematical set constituent, element, 
component, part, portion, piece, unit ©(ar- 
chaic) many victims had injured members' limb, 
organ, arm, leg, appendage 

membrane ► noun layer, sheet, skin, film, 
tissue, integument, overlay, technical pellicle 
memento ► noun souvenir, keepsake, remind- 
er. remembrance, token, memonal, trophy, 
relic 

memoir ► noun Oa touching memoir of her child - 
hood account, history, record, chronicle, nar- 
rative, story, portrayal, depiction, sketch, por- 
trait, profile, biography, monograph ©he pub- 
lished his memoirs in 1955 autobiography, life 
story, life, memories, recollections, reminis- 
cences, journal, diary. 

memorable ► adjective unforgettable, indel- 
ible, catchy, haunting, momentous, significant, 
histone, notable, noteworthy, important, con- 
sequential, remarkable, special, signal, out- 
standing, extraordmaiy, stnking, vivid, arrest- 
ing, impressive, distinctive, distinguished, fam- 
ous, celebrated, renowned, lllustnous, glonous 
memorandum ► noun Qa memorandum from 
the managing director message, communication, 
note, e-mail, letter, missive; informal memo 
©hasty memoranda and Jottmgs-down. record, 
minute, note, aide-memoire, reminder 
memorial ► noun ©the war memonal monu 
ment, cenotaph, mausoleum, statue, plaque, 
cairn, shnne; tombstone, gravestone, head- 
stone ©the Festschrift is a memorial to his life’s 
work: tribute, testimonial, remembrance, me- 
mento. 

* adjective a memorial service commemorative, re- 
membrance, commemorating, monumental 
memorize ►verb commit to memory, remem' 
ber, learn by heart, get off by heart, learn, 
learn by rote, become word-perfect in, get off 
pat; archaic con 

memory ► noun ©she is losing her memory: abil 
ity to remember, powers of recall © happy 
memories of her young days: recollection, re- 
membrance, reminiscence; impression, ©the 
town built a statue in memory of him : commemor- 
ation. remembrance; honour, tribute, recogni- 
tion, respect, ©a computer's memory : memory 
bank, store, cache, disk, RAM, ROM. 


-related terms mnemonic 

menace ► noun © an atmosphere full of menace 
threat, ominousness, intimidation, warning, ill 
omen ©a menace to British society danger. 
penl, nsk, hazard, threat, jeopardy ©that child 
is a menace, nuisance, pest, annoyance, plague, 
torment, troublemaker, mischief-maker, thorn 
in someone’s side/flesh 

► verb © the elephants are still menaced by poaching 
threaten, be a danger to, put at nsk, jeopard- 
ize, impeni ©a gang of skinheads menaced local 
residents intimidate, threaten, terronze, fright- 
en, scare, terrify 

menacing ►adjective threatening, ominous, 
intimidating, frightening, terrifying, alarming, 
forbidding, black, thunderous, glowenng, un- 
friendly, hostile, sinister, baleful, warning; for- 
mal minatory 
-opposites friendly 

mend ►verb ©workmen were mending faulty cab- 
ling repair, fix, put back together, piece to- 
gether. restore, sew (up), stitch, dam. patch, 
cobble, rehabilitate, renew, renovate, informal 
patch up ©‘How's Walter ?' ‘He’ll mend’' get 
better, get well, recover, recuperate, improve, 
be well, be cured, heal © quarrels could be 
mended by talking put/set right, set straight, 
straighten out, sort out, rectify, remedy, cure, 
right, resolve, square, settle, put to rights, cor- 
rect, retrieve, improve, make better ©he 
mended the fire stoke (up), make up, add fuel 
to 

-opposites break, worsen 

mendacious ► adjective lying, untruthful, 
dishonest, deceitful, false, dissembling, insin- 
cere. disingenuous, hypocritical, fraudulent, 
double-dealing, two-faced, two-timmg, duplici- 
tous, perjured, untrue, fictitious, falsified, fab- 
ricated, fallacious, invented, made up, euphemis- 
tic economical with the truth, poetic] literary per- 
fidious 

-opposites truthful 

mendicant ►noun beggar, tramp, vagrant, 
vagabond, N Amer hobo, informal scrounger, 
sponger. N Amer informal bum, mooch, moodier, 
schnorrer 

menial ►adjective a menial job unskilled, lowly, 
humble, low-grade, low-status, inferior, degrad- 
ing. routine, humdrum, boring, dull. 

► noun they were treated like menials servant, 
drudge, minion, factotum, lackey, informal wage 
slave, gofer. Bnt informal dogsbody, skivvy, N 
Amer informal peon, archaic scullion 

menstruation ► noun periods, menses, men- 
orrhoea, menstrual cycle, menarche, informal the 
curse, monthlies, one’s/the time of the month 

mensuration ►noun measurement, measur- 
ing, calculation, computation, quantification. 

mental ► adjective © mental faculties' intellec- 
tual, cerebral, brain, rational, cognitive ©a 
mental disorder psychiatric, psychological, 
psychogenic. © (informal) he's completely mental 
See mad sense 1. 

-opposites physical 

mentality ►noun ©7 can’t understand the men - 
talify of these people : way of thinking, mind set, 
cast of mind, frame of mind, turn of mind, 
mind, psychology, mental attitude, outlook, 
disposition, make-up. ©a person of limited men- 
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talily intellect, intellectual capabilities, intelli- 
gence, IQ, (powers of) reasoning, rationality 

mentally ► adverb in one’s mind, m one’s head, 
inwardly, intellectually, cognitively 

mention ► verb Q don’t mention the war allude 
to, refer to, touch on/upon, bnng up, raise, 
broach, introduce, moot ©Jim mentioned that 
he’d met them before state, say, indicate, let 
someone know, disclose, divulge, reveal ©HI 
gladly mention your work to my friends recom 
mend, commend, put in a good word for, speak 
well of 

► noun Q he made no mention of your request refer 
ence, allusion, remark, statement, announce- 
ment, indication ©a mention in dispatches trib 
ute, citation, acknowledgement, recognition 
© my book got a mention on the show recommen 
dation, commendation, a good word. 

■ don't mention It don’t apologize, it doesn’t 
matter, it makes no difference/odds, it’s not 
important, never mind, don’t worry 

■ not to mention in addition to, as well as. 
not counting, not including, to say nothing of, 
aside from, besides 

mentor ► noun ©his political mentors adviser, 
guide, guru, counsellor, consultant, confi- 
dante) © regular meetings between mentor and 
trainee trainer, teacher, tutor, instructor 

menu ► noun bill of fare, carte du jour, set 
menu, table d’hote 

mephitic ► adjective {poetic/ literary) See malodor 
ous 

mercantile ► adjective commercial, trade, 
trading, business, merchant, sales 
mercenary ► adjective O mercenary self-interest 
money-oriented, grasping, greedy, acquisitive, 
avancious, covetous, bribable, venal, material- 
istic, informal money-grubbing © mercenary sol- 
diers hired, paid, bought, professional 

► noun a group of mercenaries soldier of fortune. 
professional soldier, hired soldier, informal hired 
gun, histoncal freelance, condottiere 

merchandise ► noun a wide range of merchan- 
dise goods, wares, stock, commodities, lines, 
produce, products 

► verb a new product that can be easily merchandised 
promote, market, sell, retail, advertise, publi- 
cize, push, informal hype (up), plug 

merchant ► noun trader, dealer, wholesaler, 
broker, agent, seller, buyer, buyer and seller, 
vendor, distributor 

merciful ► adjective ©Cod is merciful ■ forgiv- 
ing, compassionate, clement, pitying, forbear- 
ing. lenient, humane, mild, kind, soft-hearted, 
tender-hearted, gracious, sympathetic, humani- 
tarian, liberal, tolerant, indulgent, generous, 
magnanimous, benign, benevolent, ©a merciful 
silence fell • welcome, blessed. 

-opposites cruel 

■ be merciful to have mercy on, have pity on, 
show mercy to, spare, pardon, forgive, be leni- 
ent on/to, informal go/be easy on, let off 

mercifully ► advtrb luckily, fortunately, hap- 
pily, thank goodness/God/heavens. 

merciless ► adjective ruthless, remorseless, 
pitiless, unfoigivmg, unsparing, implacable, in- 
exorable. relentless, inflexible, inhumane, in- 
human. unsympathetic, unfeeling, intolerant, 
ngid, severe, cold-blooded, hard-hearted, 


stony-hearted, heartless, harsh, callous, cruel, 
brutal, barbarous, cut-throat. 

-opposites compassionate 
mercurial ► adjective volatile, capricious, 
temperamental, excitable, fickle, changeable, 
unpredictable, variable, protean, mutable, er- 
ratic, quicksilver, inconstant, inconsistent, un- 
stable, unsteady, fluctuating, ever-changing, 
moody, flighty, wayward, whimsical, impulsive, 
technical labile 
-opposites stable 

mercy ► noun ©he showed no mercy to the others 
leniency, clemency, compassion, grace, pity, 
charity, forgiveness, forbearance, quarter, hu- 
manity, soft-heartedness, tender-heartedness, 
kindness, sympathy, liberality, indulgence, tol- 
erance, generosity, magnanimity, beneficence 
© we must be thankful for small mercies' blessing, 
godsend, boon, favour, piece/stroke of luck 
-opposites ruthlessness, cruelty 
■ at the mercy of © they found themselves at the 
mercy of the tyrant * in the power of. under/ in 
the control of. in the clutches of, under the 
heel of, subject to ©he was at the mercy of the 
elements defenceless against, vulnerable to, 
exposed to, susceptible to, prey to, (wide) open 
to 

mere ► adjective no more than, just, only, mere- 
ly, no better than 

merely ► adverb only, purely, solely, simply, 
just, but 

meretricious ► adjective worthless, value- 
less. cheap, tawdiy, trashy, Brummagem, taste- 
less, kitsch, false, artificial, fake, imitation, infor- 
mal tacky 

merge ► verb © the company merged with a Euro- 
pean firm ■ join (together), join forces, amal- 
gamate, unite, affiliate, team up, link (up) 
©the two organizations were merged amalgam- 
ate, bnng together, join, consolidate, conflate, 
unite, unify, combine, incorporate, integrate, 
link (up), knit, yoke, ©the two colours merged 
mingle, blend, fuse, mix, intermix, intermingle, 
coalesce, poetic/ literary commingle 
-opposites separate 

merger ► noun amalgamation, combination, 
union, fusion, coalition, affiliation, unification, 
incorporation, consolidation, lmk-up, alliance 
-opposites split 

merit ► noun © composers of outstanding merit 
excellence, quality, calibre, worth, worthiness, 
credit, value, distinction, eminence ©the 
merits of the scheme good point, strong point, 
advantage, benefit, value, asset, plus. 

-opposites inferiority, fault, disadvantage 
► verb the accusation did not merit a response : de 
serve, earn, be deserving of, warrant, rate, jus- 
tify, be worthy of, be worth, be entitled to. 
have a right to, have a claim to/on. 
meritorious ►adjective praiseworthy, laud- 
able, commendable, admirable, estimable, 
creditable, worthy, deserving, excellent, exem- 
plary, good. 

-opposites discreditable, 
merriment ► noun high spirits, high- 
spiritedness, exuberance, cheerfulness, gaiety, 
fUn, effervescence, verve, buoyancy, levity, 
zest, liveliness, cheer, joy, joyfulness, joyous- 
ness, jolliness, jollity, happiness, gladness, 
jocularity, conviviality, festivity, merrymaking, 


547 


merry | metaphor 


revelry, mirth, glee, gleeftilness, laughter, hil- 
anty, light-heartedness, amusement, pleasure 
-opposites misery 

merry ► adjective Q merry throngs of students' 
cheerful, cheery, in high spirits, high-spinted, 
bnght, sunny, smiling, light-hearted, buoyant, 
lively, carefree, without a care in the world, 
joyful, joyous, jolly, convivial, festive, mirthful, 
gleeful, happy, glad, laughing, informal chirpy; 
formal jocund, dated gay, poetic/ literary blithe, 
blithesome Q(Bnt informal) after three beers he 
began to feel quite merry tipsy, mellow, slightly 
drunk, Bnt informal tiddly, squiffy. 

-opposites miserable 

■ make merry have fun, have a good time, 
enjoy oneself, have a party, celebrate, carouse, 
feast, {eat, dnnk, and be merry}, revel, roister, 
informal party, have a ball 

merry-go-round ► noun carousel; Bnt 
roundabout 

mesh ►noun O Wire mesh netting, net, net- 
work, web, webbing, lattice, latticework. 0 a 
mesh of political intrigue entanglement, net, tan- 
gle, web 

► verb Qone gear meshes with the input gear en 
gage, connect, lock, interlock 0 don't get me- 
shed in the weeds entangle, enmesh, snare, 
trap, catch 0 our ideas just do not mesh harmon 
ize, fit together, match, dovetail 
mesmerize ►verb enthral, spellbind, en- 
trance, dazzle, bewitch, charm, captivate, en- 
chant, fascinate, transfix, grip, hypnotize 

mess ►noun O please clear up the mess untidi 
ness, disorder, disarray, clutter, shambles, jum- 
ble. muddle, chaos, Bnt informal tip 0cat mess 
excrement, muck, faeces, excreta ©I’ve got to 
get out of this mess plight, predicament, tight 
spot/comer, difficulty, trouble, quandaiy, di- 
lemma, problem, muddle, mix-up, imbroglio, 
mfomial jam, fix, pickle, stew, hole, scrape ©he 
made a mess of the project muddle, bungle, infor- 
mal botch, hash, foul-up. Bnt informal cock-up, N 
Amer informal snafu 

■ make a mess of mismanage, mishandle, 
bungle, fluff, spoil, rum, wreck, informal mess 
up, botch, make a hash of, muck up, foul up, 
Bnt mfomial make a pig’s ear of, make a Horlicks 
of, cock up. 

■ mess about/around potter about, pass the 
time, fiddle about/around, footle about/around, 
play about/around, fool about/around, fidget, 
toy, tnfle. tamper, tinker, interfere, meddle, 
monkey (about/around), mfomial piddle about/ 
around, Bnt informal muck about/around, lark 
(about/around). 

■ mess something up messed up my kit- 
chen. dirty; clutter up, disarrange, jumble, dish- 
evel, rumple, N Amer informal muss up, poetic/ 
literary befoul. 0 (informal) Eddie messed things up 
See MAKE A MESS OF 

message ► noun ©are there any messages for 
me? communication, piece of information, 
news, note, memorandum, memo, e-mail, let- 
ter. missive, report, bulletin, communique, dis- 
patch. ©the message of his teaching: meaning, 
sense, import, idea; point, thrust, gist, essence, 
content, subject (matter), substance, implica- 
tion, drift, lesson. 

■ got the message (informal) understand, get 
the point, comprehend, informal catch on, latch 
on, get the picture. 


messenger ► noun message-bearer, post- 
man, courier, runner, dispatch nder, envoy, 
emissaiy, agent, go-between, historical herald; ar- 
chaic legate 

messy ► adjective © messy oil spills | messy hair 
dirty, filthy, grubby, soiled, gnrny, mucky, 
muddy, slimy, sticky, sullied, spotted, stained, 
smeared, smudged, dishevelled, scruffy, un- 
kempt, rumpled, matted, tousled, bedraggled, 
tangled, informal yucky, Bnt mfomial gungy. 0 a 
messy kitchen disorderly, disordered, in a mud- 
dle, chaotic, confused, disorganized, in dis- 
array, disarranged; untidy, cluttered, in a jum- 
ble, informal like a bomb’s hit it; Bnt mfomial 
shambolic © a messy legal battle complex, intri- 
cate, tangled, confiised, convoluted, unpleas- 
ant, nasty, bitter, acrimonious 
-opposites clean, tidy. 

metal ► noun. See lists 


Metals and Their Chemical 
Symbols 


aluminium 

Ac 

nickel 

Ni 

antimony 

Sb 

niobium 

Nl 

barium 

Ba 

platinum 

Pt 

beryllium 

Be 

potassium 

K 

bismuth 

Bi 

silver 

Ag 

cadmium 

Cd 

sodium 

Na 

calcium 

Ca 

strontium 

Sr 

chromium 

Cr 

tantalum 

Ta 

cobalt 

Co 

thallium 

Tl 

copper 

Cu 

thorium 

Th 

gold 

Au 

tin 

Sn 

iron 

Fe 

titanium 

Tl 

lead 

Pb 

tungsten/ 

W 

lithium 

U 

wolfram 


magnesium 

Mg 

uranium 

U 

manganese 

Mn 

vanadium 

V 

mercury 

Hg 

zinc 

2n 

molybdenum 

Mo 

zirconium 

Zr 


Types of Metal 


actinide 

lanthanide 

alkali metal 

noble metal 

alkaline earth (metal) 

platinum metal 

aHoy 

precious metal 

amalgam 

rare earth (metal) 

base metal 

transition metal 


heavy metal 

metallic ►adjective Qa metallic sound, tinny, 
jangling, jingling, grating, harsh, jarring, dis- 
sonant 0 metallic paint metallized, burnished; 
shiny, glossy, lustrous 

metamorphose ►verb transform, change, 
mutate, transmute, transfigure, convert, alter, 
modify, remodel, recast, reconstruct, humorous 
transmogrify; formal transubstantiate 

metamorphosis ► noun transformation, 
mutation, transmutation, change, alteration, 
conversion, modification, remodelling, recon- 
struction; humorous transmogrification; formal 
txansubstantiation. 

metaphor ►noun figure of speech, image, 
trope, analogy, comparison, symbol, word 
painting/picture. See list at rhetoric 



metaphorical | miffed 


548 


metaphorical ► adjective figurative, allegor- 
ical, symbolic, imaginative, extended 
-opposites literal. 

metaphysical ► adjective Q metaphysical ques- 
tions abstract, theoretical, conceptual, notion- 
al. philosophical, speculative, intellectual, aca- 
demic 0 Good and Evil are inextricably linked in a 
metaphysical battle transcendental, spiritual, 
supernatural, paranormal 

mete 

■ mete something out dispense, hand out, al- 
locate. allot, apportion, issue, deal out, dole 
out. dish out. assign, administer 
meteor ► noun falling star, shooting star, me- 
teorite. meteoroid, bolide See list 


Meteor Showers 


April Lynds 
Delta 
Aquarkls 
Eta Aquaiids 


Ceminlds 
June Lyrlds 
Leonids 
Ortonlds 


Perseids 

Quadrantids 

Taurfds 

Ursids 


meteoric * adjective rapid, lightning, swift, 
fast, quick, speedy, accelerated, instant, sud- 
den, spectacular 
-opposites gradual 

meteorologist ► noun weather forecaster, 
met officer, weatherman, weatherwoman 
method ► noun Qthey use very old-fashioned 
methods procedure, technique, system, prac- 
tice, routine, modus operandi, process, strat- 
egy, tactic, plan Q there's method in his madness 
order, orderliness, organization, structure, 
form, system, logic, planning, design 
-opposites disorder 

methodical ► adjective orderly, well ordered, 
well organized, (well) planned, efficient, busi- 
nesslike. systematic, structured, logical, analyt- 
ic. disciplined, meticulous, punctilious 
meticulous ► adjective careful, conscien- 
tious, diligent, scrupulous, punctilious, pains- 
taking, accurate, thorough, studious, rigorous, 
detailed, perfectionist, fastidious, methodical, 
particular 

-opposites careless 

metier ► noun O he had another metier besides the 
priesthood occupation, job, work, profession, 
business, employment, career, vocation, trade, 
craft, line (of work), N Amer specialty 0 televi- 
sion is more my metier, forte, strong point, 
strength, speciality, talent, bent, informal thing, 
cup of tea. 

metre ► noun. See list at verse 
metropolis ► noun capital (city), chief town, 
county town; big city, conurbation, megalop- 
olis; informal big smoke, archaic wen 
mettle ► noun Qa man of mettle ■ spirit, forti- 
tude, strength of character, moral fibre, steel, 
determination, resolve, resolution, backbone, 
grit, courage, courageousness, bravery, valour, 
fearlessness, danng; informal guts, spunk; Brit, in- 
formal bottle. 0 Frazer was of a very different met- 
tle * calibre, character, disposition, nature, tem- 
perament, personality, makeup, stamp, 
mettlesome ► adjective spirited, game, 
gntty, intrepid, fearless, courageous, brave, 
plucky, danng; tenacious, determined, re- 
solved. resolute, indomitable. 


mew ►verb Qthe cat mewed plaintively miaow, 
mewl, cry 0 above them , seagulls mewed, cry, 
screech 

mewl ► verb whimper, cry, whine, informal gnz- 
zle, poetic/ literary pule 

miasma ► noun (poetic/hterary ) stink, reek, 
stench, smell, odour, malodour, Brit informal 
pong, niff, whiff 

miasmlc, mlasmal ►adjective {poetic/hterary ) 
foul-smelling, fetid, smelly, stinking (to high 
heaven), reeking, rank, noxious, malodorous, 
Bat informal niffy, pongy, whiffy, poetic/hterary noi- 
some, mephitic 

microbe ► noun micro-organism, bacillus, bac- 
tenum, virus, germ, informal bug 
microscopic ► adjective tiny, very small, mi- 
nute, infinitesimal, minuscule, little, micro, di- 
minutive. Scottish wee, informal teeny, weeny, 
teeny-weeny, teensy-weensy, itsy-bitsy, Bnt infor- 
mal titchy. tiddly 
-opposites huge 

midday ► noun noon, twelve noon, high noon, 
noontide, noonday 
-opposites midnight 

middle ► noun O# shallow dish with a spike in the 
middle centre, midpoint, halfway point, dead 
centre, focus, hub. eye, heart, core, kernel 
0he had a towel round his middle midriff, waist, 
belly, stomach, informal tummy, turn 
-opposites outside 

► adjective Qthe middle point central, mid, mean, 
medium, medial, median, midway, halfway 
0 the middle level intermediate, intermediary 
-related terms meso- 

middleman ► noun intermediary, go-between, 
dealer, broker, agent, factor, wholesaler, dis- 
tributor 

middling ►adjective average, standard, nor- 
mal. middle-of-theroad, moderate, ordinary, 
commonplace, everyday, workaday, tolerable, 
passable, run-of-the-mill. fair, mediocre, undis- 
tinguished, unexceptional, unremarkable, infor- 
mal OK, so-so, bog-standard, fair-to-middling, 
(plain) /anilla, NZ informal half-pie 
midget ►noun the inhabitants must have been 
midgets small person, dwarf, homunculus, Lil- 
liputian, manikin, gnome, pygmy, informal 
shrimp 

► adjective O a story about midget matadors diminu 
tive, dwarfish, petite, very small, pygmy, infor- 
mal pint-sized; N Amer informal sawn-off 0 a 
midget camera’ miniature, pocket, dwarf, baby 
-opposites giant 

midnight ► noun twelve midnight, the middle 
of the night, the witching hour 
-opposites midday. 

midst [poetic/hterary ) ► noun middle, centre, 
heart, core, midpoint, kernel, nub, depth(s), 
thick, (In the midst of) in the course of, half- 
way through, at the heart/core of. 

■ In our midst among us. amid us, in our 
group, with us 

midway ►adverb halfway, m the middle, at 
the midpoint, in the centre, part-way, at some 
point 

mien ► noun appearance, look, expression, 
countenance, aura, demeanour, attitude, air, 
manner, bearing, formal comportment, 
miffed ► adjective [informal). See annoyed 
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might ►noun strength, force, power, vigour, 
energy, brawn, powerfulness, forcefulness 
■ with might and main with all one s 
strength, as hard as one can, as hard as pos- 
sible. (with) full force, forcefully, powerfully, 
strongly, vigorously 

mightily ►adverb Qhe is mightily impressive ex 
tremely, exceedingly, enormously, immensely, 
tremendously, hugely, dreadfully, very (much): 
informal awfully, majorly, mega, N Amer informal 
mighty, plumb, informal, dated devilish 0Ann 
and I laboured mightily strenuously, energetic- 
ally, powerfully, hard, with all one’s might, 
with might and main, all out. heartily, vigor- 
ously. diligently, assiduously, persistently, m- 
defatigably, informal like mad, like crazy, Bnt in - 
formal like billy-o 

mighty ►adjective ©a mighty blow powerful, 
forceful, violent, vigorous, hefty, thunderous 
0 a mighty wamor fearsome, ferocious, big, 
tough, robust, muscular, strapping © mighty in- 
dustrial countries dominant, influential, strong, 
powerful, important, predominant © mighty 
oak trees huge, enormous, massive, gigantic, 
big, large, giant, colossal, mammoth, immense. 
informal monster, whopping (great), thumping 
(great), humongous, jumbo(-sized), Bnt informal 
whacking (great), gmormous 
-opposites feeble, puny, tiny 

► adverb ( N Amer mfomial) I’m mighty pleased to see 
you extremely, exceedingly, enormously, im- 
mensely, tremendously, hugely, mightily, veiy 
(much), informal awfully, dreadfully, majorly, 
mega, Bnt informal well, jolly, N Amer informal 
plumb, informal, dated devilish, frightfully 

migrant ►noun economic migrants immigrant, 
emigrant, nomad, itinerant, traveller, vagrant, 
transient, rover, wanderer, drifter 

► adjective migrant workers travelling, wandering, 
drifting, nomadic, roving, roaming, itinerant, 
vagrant, transient 

migrate ►verb Q rural populations migrated to 
urban areas relocate, resettle, move (house), 
emigrate, go abroad, go overseas. N Amer pull 
up stakes, Bnt informal up sticks, dated remove 
0 wildebeest migrate across the Serengeti roam, 
wander, drift, rove, travel (around) 
migratory ► adjective migrant, migrating, 
moving, travelling 

mild ►adjective ©a mtld tone of voice gentle, 
tender, soft-hearted, tender-hearted, sensitive, 
sympathetic, warm, placid, calm, tranquil, se- 
rene, peaceable, good-natured, amiable, affable, 
genial, easy-going 0 a mild punishment lenient, 
light; compassionate, merciful, humane ©he 
was eyeing her with mild interest slight, faint, 
vague, minimal, nominal, token, feeble Qmild 
weather * warm, balmy, temperate, clement ©a 
mild curry * bland, insipid 
-opposites harsh, strong, severe 

mildewy ► adjective mouldy, mildewed, rotten, 
decaying 

milieu ► noun environment, sphere, back- 
ground, backdrop, setting, context, atmos- 
phere, location, conditions, surroundings, en- 
virons. 

militant ►adjective militant supporters, aggres- 
8ive, violent, belligerent, bellicose, vigorous, 
forceful, active, fierce, combative, pugnacious, 
radical, extremist, extreme, zealous, fanatical 


► noun the demands of the militants ■ activist, ex- 
tremist. radical, young turk, zealot. 

militaristic ►adjective warmongering, war- 
like, martial, hawkish, pugnacious, combative, 
aggressive, belligerent, bellicose, informal gung- 
ho 

-opposites peaceable 

military ►adjective military activity fighting, 
service, army, armed, defence, martial 
-opposites civilian 

► noun the military took power (armed) forces, ser- 
vices, militia, army, navy, air force, mannes 

militate ► verb tend to prevent, work against, 
hinder, discourage, prejudice, be detrimental 
to 

milk ► noun. See list at drink 
-related terms dairy, lactic 

► verb QPam was milking the cows draw milk 
from, express milk from ©milk a little of the li- 
quid draw off, siphon (off), pump off, tap. 
dram, extract © milking rich clients exploit, 
take advantage of, cash m on. suck dry, informal 
bleed, squeeze, fleece 

milksop ►noun namby-pamby, coward, weak- 
ling. informal drip, mummy’s boy, sissy, jellyfish, 
wimp, Bnt informal wet, big girl’s blouse. N Amer 
informal pantywaist, pussy, archaic poltroon 

milky ► adjective pale, white, milk-white, whit- 
ish, off-white, cream, creamy, chalky, pearly, 
nacreous, ivory, alabaster 
-opposites swarthy 

mill ► noun ©a steel mill factory, (processing) 
plant, works, workshop, shop, foundry, indus- 
trial unit 0 a pepper mill grinder, quern, 
crusher 

► verb the wheat is milled into flour grind, pulver- 
ize, powder, granulate, pound, crush, press, 
technical comminute, triturate, archaic bray, levi- 
gate 

■ mill around/about throng, swarm, seethe, 
crowd 

millstone ► noun burden, encumbrance, dead 
weight, cross to bear, albatross, duty, obliga- 
tion, liability, misfortune, archaic cumber 

mime ► noun a mime of someone fencing dumb 
show, pantomime 

► verb she mimed picking up a phone act out, 
pantomime, gesture, simulate, represent, indi- 
cate by dumb show 

mimic ►verb ©she mimicked his accent imitate, 
copy, impersonate, do an impression of, ape, 
caricature, parody, lampoon, burlesque, informal 
send up, take off, spoof; archaic monkey Qmost 
hoverflies mimic wasps resemble, look like, have 
the appearance of, simulate, N Amer informal 
make like 

► noun he was a superb mimic impersonator, im- 
pressionist, imitator, mimicker; parodist, cari- 
caturist, lampooner, lampoonist: informal copy- 
cat; histoncal zany, archaic ape 

► adjective they were waging mimic war simulated. 
mock, imitation, make-believe, sham; informal 
pretend, copycat 

mimicry ►noun imitation, imitating, imper- 
sonation, copying, aping; archaic apeiy. 

minatory ►adjective ( formal) menacing, threat- 
ening, baleful, intimidating, admonitoiy. warn- 
ing, cautionary, rare minacious, comminatory 
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mince ►verb Q mince the meat and onions 
grind, chop up. cut up, dice; N Amer hash 
©she minced out of the room walk affectedly, 
N Amor informal sashay 

■ not mince (one's) words talk straight, 
not beat about the bush, call a spade a spade, 
speak straight from the shoulder, pull no 
punches, informal tell it like it is, N Amor informal 
talk turkey. 

mincing ►adjective affected, dainty, effemin- 
ate, niminy-piminy, pretentious; informal camp, 
sissy: Brrt informal poncey 

mind ►noun O a good teacher must stretch pupils’ 
minds brain, intelligence, intellect, intellectual 
capabilities, brains, brainpower, wits, under- 
standing. reasoning, judgement, sense, head, in- 
formal grey matter, brainbox, brain cells, Bnt in- 
formal loaf, N Amor informal smarts ©he kept his 
mind on the job * attention, thoughts, concentra- 
tion, attentiveness ©the tragedy affected her 
mind, sanity, mental faculties, senses, wits, rea- 
son, reasoning, judgement, informal marbles, 
©hi s words stuck in her mind memory, recollec- 
tion ©a great mind intellect, thinker, brain, 
scholar, academic Ql’ve a mind to complain in 
clination, desire, wish, urge, notion, fancy, in- 
tention. will Qof the same mind opinion, way 
of thinking, outlook, attitude, view, viewpoint, 
point of view 
-related terms mental 
► verb ©do you mind if I smoke ? care, object, be 
bothered, be annoyed, be upset, take offence, 
disapprove, dislike it. look askance, informal 
give/care a damn, give/care a toss, give /care a 
hoot, give/care a rap ©mind the step! be care 
ful of, watch out for, look out for, beware of, 
be on one’s guard for, be wary of ©mmd you 
wipe your feet: be/make sure (that), see (that); 
remember to. don’t forget to ©her husband was 
minding the baby, look after, take care of, keep 
an eye on, attend to. care for, tend Qmind 
what your mother says pay attention to. heed, 
pay heed to, attend to, take note/notice of. 
note, mark, listen to. be mindful of; obey, fol- 
low, comply with, archaic regard 

■ be in two minds be undecided, be uncer- 
tain, be unsure, hesitate, waver, vacillate, 
dither, Bnt haver, hum and haw, informal dilly- 
dally. shilly-shally 

■ bear/keep In mind remember, note, be 
mindful of, take note of, formal take cognizance 
of. 

■ cross one’s mind occur to one, enter one’s 
mind/head, strike one, hit one, dawn on one 

■ give someone a piece of one’s mind. See 

REPRIMAND Verb 

■ have something in mind think of. contem- 
plate, intend, plan, propose, desire, want, wish 

■ mind out take care, be careful, watch out, 
look out. beware, be on one’s guard, be wary 

■ never mind ©never mind the cost dont 
bother about, don't worry about, disregard, 
forget ©never mind, it's all right now. dont 
apologize, forget it, don’t worry about it, it 
doesn’t matter 

■ out of one’s mind ©you must be out of your 
mind! See mad sense 1. ©I've been out of my 
mind with worry frantic, beside oneself, dis- 
traught. in a frenzy. 

■ put someone In mind of remind of, recall, 
conjure up, suggest; resemble, look like. 


■ to my mind in my opinion, m my view, as I 
see it. personally, in my estimation, in my 
book, if you ask me. 

mindful ► adjective aware, conscious, sensible, 
alive, alert, acquainted, heedful, wary, chaiy, in- 
formal wise, hip, formal cognizant, regardful 
-opposites heedless. 

mindless ►adjective ©a mindless idiot stupid, 
idiotic, brainless, imbecihc. imbecile, asinine, 
witless, foolish, empty-headed, slow-witted, ob- 
tuse, feather-brained, doltish; informal dumb, 
pig-ignoiant, brain-dead, cretinous, moronic, 
thick, birdbrained, pea-brained, dopey, dim, 
half-witted, dippy, fat-headed, boneheaded, N 
Amer informal chowderheaded 0 mindless acts of 
vandalism unthinking, thoughtless, senseless, 
gratuitous, wanton, indiscriminate, unreason- 
ing ©a mindless task, mechanical, automatic, 
routine; tedious, bonng, monotonous, brain- 
less. mind-numbing 

■ mindless of indifferent to. heedless of, un- 
aware of, unmindful of, careless of, blind to 

mine ►noun ©a coal mine pit. excavation, 
quarry, workings, diggings, stnp mine, Bnt 
opencast mine, N Amer open-pit mine ©a mine 
of information rich source, repositoiy, store, 
storehouse, reservoir, gold mine, treasure 
house, treasury, reserve, fund, wealth, stock 
© he was killed by a mine See list at bomb 
► verb © the iron ore was mined from shallow pits 
quarry, excavate, dig (up), extract, remove, 
stnp-mine © medical data was mined for relevant 
statistics search, delve into, scour, scan, read 
through, survey, ©the entrance to the harbour 
had been mined defend with mines, lay with 
mines. 

miner ► noun pitman, digger, collier, facework- 
er, haulier, tmner; dated hewer 

mineral ► noun. See list 

mingle ► verb ©/act and fiction are skilfully min- 
gled in his novels mix, blend, intermingle, inter- 
mix, interweave, interlace, combine, merge, 
fuse, unite, join, amalgamate, meld, mesh, 
poetic/ literary commingle, archaic commix 0 wed- 
ding guests mingled in the marquee socialize, cir- 
culate, fraternize, get together, associate with 
others, informal hobnob 
-opposites separate 

miniature ► adjective a miniature railway 
small-scale, mini, tiny, little, small, minute, 
baby, toy, pocket, dwarf, pygmy, minuscule, di- 
minutive; Scottish wee, N Amer vest-pocket; infor- 
mal teeny, teeny-weeny, teensy, teensy-weensy, 
itsy-bitsy, eensy, eensy-weensy; Bnt informal 
titchy, tiddly 
-opposites giant. 

minimal ► adjective very little, minimum, the 
least (possible); nominal, token, negligible. 
-opposites maximum. 

minimize ►verb ©the aim is to minimize costs. 
keep down, keep at/to a minimum, reduce, de- 
crease, cut down, lessen, curtail, dimmish, 
prune; informal slash, ©we should not minimize his 
contribution • belittle, make light of. play down, 
underestimate, underrate, downplay, under- 
value, understate; informal pooh-pooh; archaic 
hold cheap; rare misprize. 

-opposites maximize, exaggerate. 
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See also gem, rock. 


actlnofite 

chabaxlte 

fluorspar 

agate 

chalcedony 

fool’s gold 

alabaster 

chaicopyrfte 

forsterite 

albite 

chfastollte 

gadotinite 

ailanite 

chlorite 

galena 

andalusite 

chloritold 

garnet 

andradlte 

chromite 

gamferite 

anhydrite 

chrysoberyf 

geyserite 

anorthlte 

chrysocolta 

glbbstte 

antigorite 

chrysoprase 

glauconite 

apatite 

chrysotUe 

glaucophane 

apophyllte 

cinnabar 

goethite 

aragonite 

dinopyroxene 

graphite 

arsenopyrtte 

colemantte 

greenockite 

asbestos 

columbite 

grossular 

augite 

cordtertte 

gypsum 

autunite 

corundum 

haematite 

aventurine 

covellite 

halite 

azurite 

crocldollte 

hemimorphlte 

baddeleyite 

crocolte 

hiddenlte 

baryte 

cryolite 

hornblende 

bastnaeslte 

cummingtonite 

hydroxyapatite 

bentonite 

cuprite 

hypersthene 

beryl 

diamond 

iddlngsite 

bloodstone 

diopside 

idocrase 

Blue John 

dloptase 

llllte 

biotlte 

dolomite 

ilmenlte 

borax 

dumortferite 

ffvafte 

bomite 

emery 

jadeite 

brucite 

enargite 

jacinth 

bytownlte 

enstatite 

jargoon 

cairngorm 

epidote 

Jasper 

cafcite 

fayalite 

kainlte 

camallite 

feldspar 

kaollnite 

camotlte 

ferberite 

kemite 

cassttente 

fluorite 

kleserite 


minimum ►noun costs will be kept to the min- 
imum lowest level, lower limit, bottom level, 
rock bottom, least, lowest, slightest 
-opposites maximum 

► adjective the minimum amount of effort minimal, 
least, smallest, least possible, slightest, lowest, 
minutest 

minion ►noun underling, henchman, flunkey, 
lackey, hanger-on, follower, servant, hireling, 
vassal, stooge, informal yes-man. bootlicker, Bnt 
informal poodle, N Amer informal suck-up 

minister ►noun ©a government minister mem 
ber of the government, cabinet minister, sec- 
retary of state, undersecretary ©a minister of 
religion clergyman, clergywoman, clenc, eccle- 
siastic, pastor, vicar, rector, pnest, parson, 
father, man/woman of the cloth, man/woman 
of God. churchman, churchwoman; curate, 
chaplain, informal reverend, padre. Holy Joe sky 
pilot; Austral informal josser. See list at priest 
©the British minister in Egypt ■ ambassador, 
chargG d’affaires, plenipotentiary, envoy, emis- 
sary, diplomat, consul, representative; archaic 
legate. 

► verb doctors were ministering to the injured: tend, 
care for. take care of. look after, nurse, treat, 
attend to, see to, administer to, help, assist 

ministrations ►plural noun attention, treat- 
ment, help, assistance, aid, care, services. 


kunzlte 

pfemontite 

stfchovtte 

kyanlte 

pigeon he 

strontlanlte 

labradorite 

pitchblende 

syMte 

lazurite 

plaglodase 

talc 

leudte 

pyrargyrlte 

tantallte 

lepidocrodte 

pyrites 

tennantfte 

lepWollte 

pytolusfee 

tetrahedrlte 

limonlte 

pyromorphite 

thenardlte 

magnesite 

pyroxene 

topaz 

magnetite 

pyrrhotite 

tourmaline 

malachite 

quartz 

tremoiite 

manganite 

realgar 

trona 

marcaslte 

rtiodochrosfte 

tungstite 

mica 

rhodonite 

tyuyamunite 

mlcrocllne 

riebeckite 

ulexlte 

mlllerfte 

rock salt 

uranlnlte 

mlmetfte 

rutile 

vanadinfte 

molybdenite 

sanidine 

vermlncullte 

monazite 

sard 

vesuvlanlte 

montmorillonite 

scheelite 

vManfte 

muscovite 

serpentine 

wlilemite 

natron 

siderite 

witherite 

nepheiine 

siftimanite 

wolframite 

nephrite 

skutterudite 

wollastonite 

oligodase 

smaitite 

wulfenite 

olivine 

smectite 

wurzlte 

onyx 

smithsontte 

xenotime 

opaf 

smoky quartz 

zeolite 

orpiment 

sodailte 

zincite 

orthodase 

sphalerite 

zircon 

orthopyroxene 

spbene 

zoislte 

pentland 

spinel 


peridase 

spodumene 


peridot 

staurolhe 


perovsktte 

steatite 


phiogopite 

stlbnlte 



ministry ► noun ©the ministry for foreign affairs' 
(government) department, bureau, agency, of- 
fice ©he's training for the ministry, holy orders, 
the priesthood, the cloth, the church ©the 
ministry of Jesus teaching, preaching, evangel- 
ism. © Gladstone’s first ministry period of of 
fice, term (of office), administration 

minor ►adjective ©a minor problem slight, 
small, unimportant, insignificant, inconsequen- 
tial, inconsiderable, subsidiary, negligible, triv- 
ial, trifling, paltry, petty, N Amer nickel-and- 
dime. informal piffling, piddling ©a minor poet 
little known, unknown, lesser, unimportant, 
insignificant, obscure, N Amer minor-league, /n- 
formal small-time, N Amer informal two-bit • (Bnf) 
Smith minor junior, younger 
-opposites major, important. 

► noun the heir to the throne was a minor ■ child, in- 
fant, youth, adolescent, teenager, boy, girl, mfor - 
mal kid, kiddie 
-opposites adult 

minstrel ► noun ( histoncaf) musician, singer, bal- 
ladeer; histoncal troubadour, jongleur, poetic/ 
literary bard 

mint ► noun ©coinage factory, money factory. 
© ( informal) the bank made a mint out of the deal a 
vast sum of money, a king’s ransom, millions, 
billions; informal a (small) fortune, a tidy sum, a 
bundle, a packet, a pile; Brit informal a bomb, big 
money; N Amer informal big bucks; Austral informal 
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big bickies. motser 

► adjective in mint condition ■ brand new. pnstme. 
perfect, immaculate, unblemished, undamaged, 
unmarked, unused, first-class, excellent 

► verb Qthe shilling was minted in 1742 coin, 
stamp, strike, cast, forge, manufacture Qthe 
slogan had been freshly minted * create, invent, 
make up. think up, dream up 

minuscule ►adjective tiny, minute, micro* 
scopic, very small, little, micro, diminutive, 
miniature, baby, dwarf; Scottish wee, informal 
teeny, teeny-weeny, teensy, teensy-weensy, 
itsy-bitsy, eensy. eensy-weensy, tiddly, Bnt infer* 
mal titchy 
-opposites huge 

minute 1 ►noun only take a minute mo 

ment, short time, little while, second, bit, in* 
stant, informal sec, jiffy, Bnt informal tick, mo, two 
ticks Qat that minute, Tony walked m point (in 
time), moment, instant, juncture Q their objec - 
tion was noted in the minutes record(s), proceed- 
ings, log, notes, transcript, summary, resume 

■ at the minute ( Bnt informal) at present, at the 
moment, now. currently 

■ In a minute very soon, in a moment/ 
second/instant, m a trice, shortly, any minute 
(now), in a short time, in (less than) no time, 
before long, N Amer momentanly, informal anon, 
m a jiffy, in two shakes, before you can say 
Jack Robinson, Bnt informal in a tick, in a mo, in 
two ticks, N Amer informal in a snap, poetic/ literary 
ere long 

■ this minute at once, immediately, directly, 
this second, instantly, straight away, nght 
away/now, forthwith, informal pronto, straight 
off. nght off, toot sweet; archaic straight 

■ up to the minute latest, newest, up to 
date, modem, fashionable, smart, chic, stylish, 
all the rage, in vogue; informal trendy, with it, 
in 

■ wait a minute be patient, wait a moment/ 
second, just a moment/minute/second, hold 
on. informal hang on, hold your horses, Bnt infor- 
mal hang about 

minute 2 ►adjective Q minute particles tiny, 
minuscule, microscopic, veiy small, little, 
micro, diminutive, miniature, baby, toy, dwarf, 
pygmy, Lilliputian, Scottish wee, informal teeny, 
teeny-weeny, teensy, teensy-weensy, itsy-bitsy, 
eensy. eensy-weensy, Bnt informal titchy, tiddly 
©a minute chance of success negligible, slight, 
infinitesimal, minimal, insignificant, inappre- 
ciable © minute detail exhaustive, painstaking, 
meticulous, rigorous, scrupulous, punctilious, 
detailed 

-opposites huge 

minutely ►adverb exhaustively, painstaking- 
ly, meticulously, rigorously, scrupulously, 
punctiliously, in detail. 

minutiae ►plural noun details, niceties, finer 
points, particulars, trivia, trivialities 

minx ►noun tease, seductress, coquette, slut, 
Lolita; informal floozie, tart, vamp; Bnt informal 
scrubber, slapper, N Amer mfomna! tramp; dated 
hussy, archaic strumpet, trollop. 

miracle ►noun Q Christ's first miracle: super* 
natural phenomenon, mystery, prodigy. 
©Germany's economic miracle, wonder, marvel, 
sensation, phenomenon. 


miraculous ► adjective © the miraculous help of 
St Blaise supernatural, preternatural, inexplic- 
able. unaccountable, magical ©a miraculous es- 
cape’ amazing, astounding, remarkable, extraor- 
dinary, incredible, unbelievable, sensational, in- 
formal mind-boggling, mind-blowing 

mirage ► noun optical illusion, hallucination, 
phantasmagoria, apparition, fantasy, chimera, 
vision, figment of the imagination, poetic/ literary 
phantasm 

mire ►noun Qit's a mire out there’ swamp, bog, 
morass, quagmire, slough; swampland, wet- 
land, marshland ©her horse was spattered with 
mire mud, slime, dirt, filth, muck ©struggling 
to pull Russia out of the mire mess, difficulty, 
plight, predicament, tight spot, trouble, quan- 
dary, muddle, informal jam, fix, pickle, hot 
water 

► verb © Frank's horse got mired in a bog ■ bog 
down, sink (down) ©the children were mired 
dirty, soil, muddy, poetic/ literary begnme ©he 
has become mired in lawsuits entangle, tangle 
up, embroil, catch up. mix up. involve 

mirror ► noun Qa quick look in the mirror look 
ing glass, reflecting surface, full-length mirror, 
hand mirror, wing mirror, rear-view mirror, 
Bnt glass © the Frenchman’s life was a mirror of 
hts own reflection, twin, replica, copy, match, 
parallel. 

-related terms catoptric, specular 

► verb pop music mirrored the mood of desperation 
reflect, match, reproduce, imitate, simulate, 
copy, mimic, echo, parallel, correspond to 

mirth ► noun merriment, high spirits, mirthfiil- 
ness, cheerfulness, cheenness, hilanty, glee, 
laughter, gaiety, buoyancy, blitheness, eu- 
phoria, exhilaration, light-heartedness, jovial- 
ity, joy, joyfulness, joyousness 
-opposites misery 

mirthful ►adjective merry, high-spinted, glee- 
ful, cheerful, cheery, jocular, buoyant, euphor- 
ic, exhilarated, elated, light-hearted, jovial, joy- 
ous, jolly, festive 

mirthless ►adjective humourless, unamused, 
gnm. sour, surly, dour, sullen, sulky, gloomy, 
mournful, melancholy, doleful, miserable, 
grumpy 

-opposites cheerful. 

miry ►adjective muddy, slushy, slimy, swampy, 
marshy, boggy, squelchy, waterlogged 

misadventure ►noun accident, problem, 
difficulty, misfortune, mishap, setback, reversal 
(of fortune), stroke of bad luck, blow, failure, 
disaster, tragedy, calamity, woe. trial, tribula- 
tion, catastrophe. 

misanthrope ► noun hater of mankind, 
cynic; recluse, hermit, informal grouch, grump, 
histoncal anchonte 

misanthropic ►adjective antisocial, unsoci- 
able. unfriendly, reclusive, uncongenial, cynic- 
al, jaundiced 

misapply ►verb misuse, mishandle, misem- 
ploy, abuse, distort, garble, warp, misinterpret, 
misconstrue, misrepresent. 

misapprehend ► verb misunderstand, misin- 
terpret, misconstrue, misconceive, mistake, 
misread, get the wrong idea about, take some- 
thing the wrong way. 
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misapprehension ► noun misunderstand 
ing, misinterpretation, misreading, misjudge' 
ment, misconception, misbelief, the wrong 
idea, false impression, delusion 
misappropriate ► verb embezzle, expropn- 
ate, steal, thieve, pilfer, pocket, help oneself 
to, make off with, informal swipe, filch, np off, 
snitch, Bnt informal pinch, nick, whip, knock off, 
formal peculate 

misappropriation ► noun embezzlement, 
expropriation, stealing, theft, thieving, pilfer- 
ing, formal peculation 

misbegotten * adjective Qa misbegotten 
scheme ill-conceived, ill-advised, badly 
planned, badly thought-out, harebrained 
Qyou misbegotten hound 1 contemptible, despic- 
able, wretched, miserable, confounded, informal 
infernal, damned, flaming, dated cursed, accur- 
sed 0 (archaic) misbegotten children See illegitim 
ate sense 2 

misbehave ►verb behave badly, be misbe- 
haved, be naughty, be disobedient, get up to 
mischief, get up to no good, be bad-mannered, 
be rude, informal carry on. act up 
misbehaviour ►noun BAD behaviour, mis- 
conduct, naughtiness, disobedience, mischief, 
mischievousness, bad/poor manners, rudeness, 
informal acting-up 

misbelief ► noun false belief, delusion, illu- 
sion, fallacy, error, mistake, misconception, 
misapprehension 

miscalculate ►verb misjudge, make a mis- 
take (about), calculate wrongly, estimate 
wrongly, overestimate, underestimate, over- 
value, undervalue, go wrong, err, be wide of 
the mark 

miscalculation ► noun error of judgement, 
misjudgement, mistake, overestimate, under- 
estimate 

miscarriage ►noun Q she's had a miscarriage 
(spontaneous) abortion, stillbirth ©the mis- 
carriage of the project failure, foundenng, ruin, 
ruination, collapse, breakdown, thwarting, 
frustration, undoing, non-fiilfilment, misman- 
agement 

miscarry ►verb Ofhe Shock caused her to mis- 
carry lose one’s baby, have a miscarriage, 
abort, have a (spontaneous) abortion ©our 
plan miscarried go wrong, go awry, go amiss, 
be unsuccessful, be ruined, fail, misfire, abort, 
founder, come to nothing, fall through, fall 
flat, informal flop, go up in smoke 
-opposites succeed 

miscellaneous ►adjective various, varied, 
different, assorted, mixed, sundry, diverse, dis- 
parate; diversified, motley, multifarious, het- 
erogeneous, poetic/ literary divers, 
miscellany ► noun assortment, mixture, me- 
lange, blend, variety, mixed bag, mix, medley, 
diversity, collection, selection, assemblage, 
pot-pourri, mishmash, hotchpotch, ragbag, sal- 
magundi. gallimaufry, omnium gatherum, N 
Amer hodgepodge. 

mischance ► noun accident, misfortune, 
mishap, misadventure, setback, disaster, tra- 
gedy, calamity, catastrophe, reversal, upset, 
blow, bad luck, ill fortune, 
mischief ► noun O the boys are always getting up 
to mischief naughtiness, bad behaviour, misbe- 


haviour, mischievousness, misconduct, dis- 
obedience; pranks, tncks, larks, capers, non- 
sense, devilry, funny business, informal monkey 
business, shenanigans, hanky-panky. Bnt informal 
monkey tncks, carrymgs-on, jiggery-pokery 
o the mischief in her eyes impishness, roguish- 
ness, devilment © (informal) you'll do yourself a 
mischief harm, hurt, injury, damage 
mischievous ►adjective ©<* mischievous child 
naughty, badly behaved, misbehaving, dis- 
obedient. troublesome, full of mischief; rascal- 
ly, roguish ©a mischievous smile playful, teas- 
ing, wicked, impish, roguish, arch ©a mis- 
chievous allegation malicious, malevolent, spite- 
ful. venomous, poisonous, evil-mtentioned. 
evil, baleful, vindictive, vengeful, vitnolic, ran- 
corous, malign, malignant, pernicious, mean, 
nasty, harmful, hurtful, cruel, unkind, informal 
bitchy, catty, poetic (literary malefic, maleficent. 
-opposites well behaved 
misconceive ►verb misunderstand, misin- 
terpret. misconstrue, misapprehend, mistake, 
misread, miscalculate, err, be mistaken, get the 
wrong idea 

misconception ► noun misapprehension, 
misunderstanding, mistake, error, misinter- 
pretation. misconstruction, misreading, mis- 
judgement, misbelief, miscalculation, false im- 
pression, illusion, fallacy, delusion 
misconduct ► noun Q allegations of misconduct 
wrongdoing, unlawfulness, lawlessness, cnme, 
felony, criminality, sm. sinfulness, unprofes- 
sionalism, unethical behaviour, malpractice, 
negligence, impropriety, formal maladministra- 
tion, malversation © misconduct in the classroom 
misbehaviour, bad behaviour, misdeeds, misde- 
meanours, disorderly conduct, mischief, naugh- 
tiness, rudeness 

misconstruction ► noun misunderstanding. 
misinterpretation, misapprehension, miscon- 
ception, misreading, misjudgement, misbelief, 
miscalculation, false impression 
misconstrue ►verb misunderstand, misin- 
terpret. misconceive, misapprehend, mistake, 
misread, be mistaken about, get the wrong 
idea about, get lt/someone wrong 
miscreant ► noun criminal, culprit, wrong- 
doer, malefactor, offender, villain, lawbreaker, 
evil-doer, delinquent, reprobate. Law malfea- 
sant 

misdeed ► noun wrongdoing, wrong, evil 
deed, cnme, felony, misdemeanour, miscon- 
duct, offence, error, transgression, sin, archaic 
trespass 

misdemeanour ► noun wrongdoing, evil 
deed, cnme, felony, misdeed, misconduct, of- 
fence, error, peccadillo, transgression, sin, ar- 
chaic trespass 

miser ►noun penny-pincher, pinchpenny, nig- 
gard. cheeseparer, Scrooge, informal skinflint, 
meanie, money-grubber, cheapskate; N Amer in- 
formal tightwad 
-opposites spendthnft. 

miserable ► adjective Q/'m too miserable to eat 
unhappy, sad, sorrowful, dejected, depressed, 
downcast, downhearted, down, despondent, 
disconsolate, wretched, glum, gloomy, dismal, 
melancholy, woebegone, doleful, forlorn, heart- 
broken; informal blue, down in the mouth/ 
dumps. 0 their miserable surroundings, dreary, 
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dismal, gloomy, drab, wretched, depressing, 
gnm, cheerless, bleak, desolate, poor, shabby, 
squalid, seedy, dilapidated © miserable weather 
unpleasant, disagreeable, depressing, wet. 
rainy, stormy; informal rotten © a miserable old 
grouch grumpy, sullen, gloomy, bad-tempered, 
ill-tempered, dour, surly, sour, glum, moody, 
unsociable, saturnine, lugubrious, irritable, 
churlish, cantankerous, crotchety, cross, 
crabby, grouchy, testy, peevish, crusty, wasp- 
ish Q miserable wages inadequate, meagre, 
scanty, paltry, small, poor, pitiful, niggardly, in- 
formal measly, stingy, pathetic, formal exiguous 
0 all that fuss about a few miserable pounds 
wretched, confounded, informal blithering, flam- 
ing, blessed, damned, blasted, dated accursed 
-opposites cheerful, lovely 

miserliness ►noun meanness, niggardliness, 
close-fistedness, closeness, parsimony, parsimo- 
mousness, informal stinginess, tight-fistedness, N 
Amer cheapness, archaic nearness 
miserly ►adjective Q his miserly great-uncle 
mean, niggardly, parsimonious, close, close 
fisted, penny-pinching, cheeseparing, grasping, 
Scroogelike, informal stingy, tight, tight-fisted, N 
Amer informal cheap, archaic near © the prize is a 
miserly £300 meagre, inadequate, paltry, negli- 
gible. miserable, pitiful, niggardly, beggarly, in- 
formal measly, stingy, pathetic, formal exiguous 
-opposites generous. 

misery ►noun Q periods of intense misery unhap 
piness, distress, wretchedness, suffering, an- 
guish, anxiety, angst, torment, pain, gnef, 
heartache, heartbreak, despair, despondency, 
dejection, depression, desolation, gloom, mel- 
ancholy. melancholia, woe. sadness, sorrow, in- 
formal the dumps, the blues, poetic/ literary dolour 
© the miseries of war affliction, misfortune, dif- 
ficulty, problem, ordeal, trouble, hardship, de- 
privation. pain, sorrow, trial, tribulation, woe 
0 ( Brit informal) he's a real old misery killjoy, dog 
in the manger, spoilsport, informal sourpuss, 
grouch, grump, party-pooper 
-opposites contentment, pleasure 

misfire ►verb go wrong, go awry, be unsuc- 
cessful. fail, founder, fall through/flat, backfire, 
informal flop, go up in smoke 

misfit ► noun nonconformist, eccentnc, maver- 
ick, individualist, square peg m a round hole, 
informal oddball, weirdo, freak, N Amer informal 
screwball 

misfortune ►noun problem, difficulty, set- 
back. trouble, adversity, stroke of bad luck, re- 
versal (of fortune), misadventure, mishap, 
blow, failure, accident, disaster, sorrow, mis- 
ery, woe, trial, tribulation 
misgiving ►noun qualm, doubt, reservation, 
suspicion, distrust, mistrust, lack of confi- 
dence. second thoughts, trepidation, scepti- 
cism, unease, uneasiness, anxiety, apprehen- 
sion, disquiet 

misguided ► adjective © the policy is misguided 
erroneous, fallacious, unsound, misplaced, 
misconceived, ill-advised, ill-considered, lll- 
judged, inappropnate, unwise, injudicious, im- 
prudent. ©you are quite misguided, misinformed, 
misled, labouring under a misapprehension, 
wrong, mistaken, deluded. 

mishandle ►verb Qthe officer mishandled the 
situation, bungle, fluff, make a mess of, mis- 


manage, spoil, ruin, wreck; informal botch, make 
a hash of, mess up. muck up; Brit informal make 
a pig’s ear of, make a Horhcks of ©he mis- 
handled his wife bully, persecute, ill-treat, mis- 
treat, maltreat, abuse, knock about/around, 
hit, beat, informal beat up ©the equipment could 
be dangerous if mishandled, misuse, abuse, 
handle/treat roughly 

mishap ► noun accident, trouble, problem, dif- 
ficulty, setback, adversity, reversal (of fortune), 
misfortune, blow, failure, disaster, tragedy, ca- 
tastrophe, calamity 

mishmash ►noun jumble, confusion, hotch- 
potch, ragbag, patchwork, farrago, assortment, 
medley, miscellany, mixture, melange, blend, 
mix, pot-poum, conglomeration, gallimauffy, 
omnium gatherum, salmagundi, N Amer hodge- 
podge 

misinform ►verb mislead, misguide, give 
wrong information, delude, take in, deceive, he 
to, hoodwink, informal lead up the garden path, 
take for a nde, N Amer informal give someone a 
bum steer 

misinformation ► noun disinformation, 
false/misleading information, lie, fib, N Amer in- 
formal bum steer 

misinterpret ►verb misunderstand, miscon- 
ceive. misconstrue, misapprehend, mistake, 
misread, confuse, take amiss, be mistaken, get 
the wrong idea 

misjudge ►verb get the wrong idea about, 
get wrong, judge incorrectly, estimate wrongly, 
be wrong about, miscalculate, misread, over- 
estimate. underestimate, overvalue, under- 
value, underrate 

mislay ► verb lose, misplace, put in the wrong 
place, be unable to find, forget the where- 
abouts of 
-opposites find 

mislead ► verb deceive, delude, take m. he to, 
fool, hoodwink, throw off the scent, pull the 
wool over someone’s eyes, misguide, misin 
form, give wrong information to, informal lead 
up the garden path, take for a nde; N Amer in- 
formal give someone a bum steer 

misleading ►adjective deceptive, confusing, 
deceiving, equivocal, ambiguous, fallacious, 
specious, spunous, false. 

mismanage ►verb bungle, fluff, make a 
mess of, mishandle, misconduct, spoil, ruin, 
wreck, informal botch, make a hash of, mess up, 
muck up, Bnt informal make a pig’s ear of, make 
a Horhcks of 

mismatch ► noun discrepancy, inconsistency, 
contradiction, incongruity, incongruousness, 
conflict, discord, irreconcilability 
mismatched ► adjective ill-assorted, ill- 
matched, incongruous, unsuited, incompatible, 
inconsistent, at odds; out of keeping, clashing, 
dissimilar, unalike, different, at variance, dis- 
parate, unrelated, divergent, contrasting. 
-opposites matching. 

misogynist ►noun woman-hater, anti-femin- 
ist, (male) chauvinist, sexist; Informal male chau- 
vinist pig, MCP. 

misplace ►verb LOSE, mislay, put in the 
wrong place, be unable to find, forget the 
whereabouts of. 

-opposites find. 
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misplaced ► adjective Qhis comments were mis- 
placed misguided, unwise, ill-advised, ill- 
considered, ill-judged, inappropriate, ©mis - 
placed keys lost, mislaid, missing, 
misprint ► noun mistake, error, typographical 
mistake/error. typing mistake/e rror, corrigen- 
dum. erratum, Bnt literal, informal typo 
misquote ► verb misreport, misrepresent, 
misstate, take/quote out of context, distort, 
twist, slant, bias, put a spin on. falsify 
misrepresent ► verb give a false account/ 
idea of, misstate, misreport, misquote, quote/ 
take out of context, misinterpret, put a spin 
on, falsify, distort 

misrule ► noun Q the misrule of Edward IV. bad 
government, misgovemment, mismanagement, 
malpractice, incompetence; formal maladminis- 
tration © the misrule at football games lawless 
ness, anarchy, disorder, chaos, mayhem 
-opposites order 

mlSS 1 ► verb Q the shot missed her by inches fail 
to hit, be/go wide of. fall short of ©M andy 
missed the catch fail to catch, drop, fumble, 
fluff, mishandle, misfield, mishit ©I've missed 
my bus be too late for. fail to catch/get ©1 
missed what you said . fail to hear, mishear 
©you can't miss the station fail to see/notice, 
overlook ©she never missed a meeting fail to 
attend, be absent from, play truant from, cut, 
skip, Bnt informal skive off © don't miss this excit- 
ing opportunity > let slip, fail to take advantage 
of, let go/pass, pass up ©J left early to miss the 
rush-hour traffic avoid, beat, evade, escape, 
dodge, sidestep, elude, circumvent, steer clear 
of. find a way round, bypass ©she missed him 
when he was away pine for, yearn for, ache for, 
long for, long to see 
-opposites hit, catch 

► noun one hit and three mtsses failure, omission, 
slip, blunder, error, mistake 
■ miss someone/something out leave out, 
exclude, miss (off), fail to mention, pass over, 
skip, Bnt informal give something a miss 
mlSS 2 ►noun a headstrong young miss young 
woman, young lady, girl, schoolgirl, missy, Scot- 
tish lass, lassie, Insh colleen, informal girlie, chick, 
bit, doll, Bnt informal bird, bint; N Amer informal 
broad, dame; Austral /NZ informal sheila, poetic/ 
literary maiden, maid, damsel, archaic wench 
misshapen ►adjective deformed, malformed, 
distorted, crooked, twisted, warped, out of 
shape, bent, asymmetrical, irregular, mis- 
proportioned. ill-proportioned, disfigured, gro- 
tesque 

missile ► noun. See list at projectile 
missing ►adjective Qhis wallet is missing: lost, 
mislaid, misplaced, absent, gone (astray), un- 
accounted for © passion was missing from her life 
absent, not present, lacking, wanting. 
-opposites present. 

mission ►noun Oa mercy mission to Romania 
assignment, commission, expedition, journey, 
trip, undertaking, operation; task, job, labour, 
work, duty, charge, trust. Qher mission in life 
vocation, calling, goal, aim, quest, purpose, 
function, ©a trade mission : delegation, deputa- 
tion, commission, legation, delegacy, ©a teach- 
er in a mission: missionary post, missionary sta- 
tion. ©a bombing mission: sortie, operation, 
raid. 


missionary ► noun evangelist, apostle, pros- 
elytizer, preacher, minister, priest 

missive ►noun message, communication, let- 
ter, word. note, memorandum, line, communi- 
que, dispatch, news, informal memo; formal epis- 
tle, poetic /literary tidings 

misspent ► adjective wasted, dissipated, 
squandered, thrown away, frittered away, mis- 
used, misapplied. 

misstate ► verb misreport, misrepresent, 
take/quote out of context, distort, twist, put a 
spin on, falsify 

mist ► noun the mist was clearing * haze, fog. 
smog, murk, cloud. Scotch mist, poetic /literary 
brume, fume 

■ mist over/up steam up, become misty, fog 
over/up, film over, cloud over 

mistake ►noun QJ assumed it had been a mis- 
take error, fault, inaccuracy, omission, slip, 
blunder, miscalculation, misunderstanding, 
oversight, misinterpretation, gaffe, faux pas, 
solecism, informal slip-up. boo-boo, howler, 
boner, Bnt informal boob, clanger, bloomer, N 
Amer informal goof. © spelling mistakes misprint, 
typographical error/mistake, typing error/nns- 
take, corrigendum, erratum, Bnt literal; mfonnal 
typo 

► verb © men are apt to mistake their own feelings 
misunderstand, misinterpret, get wrong, mis- 
construe, misread © children often mistake vita- 
min pills for sweets confuse with, mix up with, 
take for. misinterpret as 

■ be mistaken be wrong, be in error, be 
under a misapprehension, be misinformed, be 
misguided, informal be barking up the wrong 
tree, get the wrong end of the stick 

■ make a mistake go wrong, err. make an 
error, blunder, miscalculate, informal slip up. 
make a boo-boo, make a howler, Bnt informal 
boob, N Amer informal drop the ball, goof (up) 

mistaken ►adjective wrong, erroneous, in- 
accurate, incorrect, off beam, false, fallacious, 
unfounded, misguided, misinformed 
-opposites correct 

mistakenly ►adverb ©we Often mistakenly tm 
agine that when a problem is diagnosed it is solved 
wrongly, in error, erroneously, incorrectly, 
falsely, fallaciously, inaccurately ©Matt mis- 
takenly opened the letter by accident, accidental- 
ly, inadvertently, unintentionally, unwittingly, 
unconsciously, by mistake 
-opposites correctly, intentionally. 

mistimed ► adjective ill-timed, badly timed, in- 
opportune, inappropriate, untimely, unseason- 
able 

-opposites opportune 

mistreat ►verb ill-treat, maltreat, abuse, 
knock about/around, hit, beat, strike, molest, 
injure, harm, hurt, misuse, mishandle, informal 
beat up, rough up 

mistreatment ► noun ill-treatment, mal- 
treatment, abuse, beating, molestation, injury, 
harm; mishandling, manhandling 
mistress ► noun lover, girlfriend, kept 
woman; courtesan, concubine; informal fancy 
woman, bit on the side, archaic paramour 
mistrust ►verb pj mistrust his motives be sus- 
picious of. be mistrustful of, be distrustful of, 
be sceptical of, be wary of, be chary of, dis- 
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trust, have doubts about, have misgivings 
about, have reservations about, suspect ©don't 
mistrust your impulses question, challenge, 
doubt, have no confidence/faith in 

► noun ©mistrust of Russia was widespread suspi 
cion, distrust, doubt, misgivings, wanness 
© their mistrust of David’s competence question 
ing, lack of confidence/faith in, doubt about 

mistrustful ►adjective suspicious, chary, 
wary, distrustful, doubtful, dubious, uneasy, 
sceptical, leery 

misty ►adjective Qmktv weather hazy, foggy, 
cloudy, smoggy ©a misty figure, blurry, fuzzy, 
blurred, dim, indistinct, unclear, vague © misty 
memories vague, unclear, indefinite, hazy, 
nebulous 
-opposites clear 

misunderstand ► verb misapprehend, misin- 
terpret, misconstrue, misconceive, mistake, 
misread, be mistaken, get the wrong idea, re- 
ceive a false impression, informal be barking up 
the wrong tree, get (hold of) the wrong end of 
the stick 

misunderstanding ►noun ©a fundamental 
misunderstanding of juvenile crime misinterpret 
ation, misconstruction, misreading, misappre- 
hension. misconception, the wrong idea, false 
impression ©we have had some misunderstand- 
ings disagreement, difference (of opinion), dis- 
pute, falling-out, quarrel, argument, altei ca- 
tion, squabble, wrangle, row, clash, informal 
spat, scrap, tiff 

misuse ►verb Qmtsusmg public funds put to 
wrong use, misemploy, embezzle, use fraudu- 
lently, abuse, squander, waste ©she had been 
misused by her husband ill-treat, maltreat, mis- 
treat, abuse, knock about/around, hit, beat, 
stnke, molest, injure, harm, hurt, mishandle, 
manhandle, informal beat up. rough up 

► noun ©a misuse of company assets wrong use, 
embezzlement, fraud, squandering, waste 
©the misuse of drugs illegal use, abuse 

mitigate ►verb alleviate, reduce, diminish, 
lessen, weaken, lighten, attenuate, take the 
edge off, allay, ease, assuage, palliate, relieve, 
tone down 

-opposites aggravate 

mitigating ►adjective extenuating, exonera- 
tive, justificatory, justifying, vindicatory, vindi- 
cating, qualifying; formal exculpatory 

mitigation ► noun © the mitigation of the prob- 
lems alleviation, reduction, diminution, lessen- 
ing, easing, weakening, assuagement, palli- 
ation, relief. Qwhat did she say in mitigation? ex 
tenuation, explanation, excuse 

mix ►verb ©mix all the ingredients together 
blend, mix up, mingle, combine, put together, 
jumble, fuse, unite, unify, join, amalgamate, 
incorporate, meld, many, coalesce, homogen- 
ize. intermingle, intermix, technical admix. 
poetic/ literary commingle, archaic commix, ©she 
mixes with all sorts, associate, socialize, frater- 
nize, keep company, consort, mingle, circulate, 
N A mer rub elbows; informal hang out/around, 
knock about/around, hobnob; Brit informal hang 
about ©we just don’t mix be compatible, get 
along/on, be on the same wavelength, be in 
harmony, see eye to eye, agree; informal hit it 
off, click. 


-opposites separate 

► noun a mix of ancient and modem * mixture, blend, 
mingling, combination, compound, fusion, 
alloy, union, amalgamation, medley, melange, 
collection, selection, assortment, variety, 
mixed bag, miscellany, pot-poum. jumble, 
hotchpotch, ragbag, patchwork, farrago, galli- 
maufry, omnium gatherum, salmagundi, N 
Amer hodgepodge 

■ mix something up ©mix up the rusk with 
milk. See mix verb sense 1 ©1 mixed up the dates 
confuse, get confused, muddle (up), get mud- 
dled up, mistake 

■ mixed up In involved in, embroiled in, 
caught up in 

mixed ►adjective ©a mixed collection assorted, 
varied, vanegated, miscellaneous, disparate, di- 
verse, diversified, motley, sundry, jumbled, het- 
erogeneous © chickens of mixed breeds hybrid, 
half-caste, cross-bred, interbred © mixed reac- 
tions ambivalent, equivocal, contradictory, con- 
flicting, confused, muddled 
-opposites homogeneous 

mixed up ►adjective ( informal ) confused, (all) at 
sea, befuddled, bemused, bewildered, muddled, 
maladjusted, disturbed, neurotic, unbalanced, 
informal hung up, messed up 

mixer ►noun ©a kitchen mixer blender, food 
processor, liquidizer, beater, chum ©she was 
never really a mixer sociable person, socializes 
extrovert, socialite 

mixture ►noun ©the pudding mixture blend, 
mix, brew, combination, concoction, compos- 
ition. compound, alloy, amalgam ©a strange 
mixture of people assortment, miscellany, med- 
ley. melange, blend, variety, mixed bag, mix, 
diversity, collection, selection, pot-poum, 
mishmash, hotchpotch, ragbag, patchwork, far- 
rago. gallimaufry, omnium gatherum, salma- 
gundi. N Amer hodgepodge ©the animals were a 
mixture of genetic strands cross, cross-breed, 
mongrel, hybrid, half-breed, half-caste 

mix-up ►noun confusion, muddle, misunder- 
standing. mistake, error 

moan ►noun ©moans of pain groan, wail, 
whimper, sob, ciy. © the moan of the wind 
sough, sigh, murmur Q (informal) there were 
moans about the delay complaint, complaining, 
grouse, grousing, grumble, grumbling, whine, 
whining, carping, informal gnpe, gnping, grouch, 
grouching, bellyache, bitch, whinge, whinge- 
ing, beef, beefing 

► verb ©he moaned in agony, groan, wail, whim- 
per, sob, cry ©the wind moaned in the trees 
sough, sigh, murmur Q (informal) you're always 
moaning about the weather complain, grouse, 
grumble, whine, carp; informal gnpe, grouch, 
bellyache, bitch, beef, whinge, N English informal 
mither. 

mob ►noun © troops dispersed the mob crowd, 
horde, multitude, rabble, mass, throng, group, 
gang, gathenng, assemblage, archaic rout ©the 
mob were excluded from political life, the common 
people, the masses, the rank and file, the com- 
monality, the commonalty, the third estate, 
the plebeians, the proletariat; the hoi polloi, 
the lower classes, the rabble, the riff-raff, the 
great unwashed; informal the proles, the plebs. 
© (Brit informal) he stood out from the rest of the 
mob: group, set, crowd, lot, circle, coterie, clan, 
faction, pack, band, nng, informal gang, bunch. 
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► verb Qthe Chancellor was mobbed when he visited 
Berlin surround, swarm around, besiege, jos- 
tle © reporters mobbed her hotel crowd (into), 
fill, pack, throng, press into, squeeze into 

mobile ►adjective ©both patients are mobile 
able to move (around), moving, walking, Zo- 
ology motile. Medicine ambulant ©her mobile 
face expressive, eloquent, revealing, animated 
©a mobile library travelling, transportable, 
portable, movable, itinerant, peripatetic 
O highly mobile young people adaptable, flexible, 
versatile, adjustable 
-opposites motionless, static 

mobility ►noun O restricted mobility ability to 
move, movability © the mobility of Billy's face ex 
pressiveness, eloquence, animation © mobility 
in the workforce adaptability, flexibility, versa- 
tility, adjustability 

mobilize ►verb Qthe government mobilized the 
troops marshal, deploy, muster, rally, call up, 
assemble, mass, organize, prepare © mobilizing 
support for the party generate, arouse, awaken, 
excite, incite, provoke, foment, prompt, stimu- 
late, stir up, galvanize, encourage, inspire, 
whip up, poetic /literary waken 

mock ►verb Qthe local children mocked the old 
people ridicule, jeer at, sneer at, dende, scorn, 
make fun of. laugh at. scoff at. tease, taunt, in- 
formal take the mickey out of. josh, N Amer infor- 
mal goof on, rag on. pull someone’s chain, 
Austral / NZ informal poke mullock at, sling off at 
©they mocked the way he speaks parody, ape. 
take off. satirize, lampoon, imitate, mimic, infor- 
mal send up 

► adjective mock leather imitation, artificial, man- 
made, simulated, svnthetic, ersatz, fake, repro- 
duction, dummy, sham, false, spurious, bogus, 
counterfeit, pseudo, informal pretend, phoney 
-opposites genuine 

mockery ► noun O the mockery in his voice ridi 
cule, derision, jeering, sneering, contempt, 
scorn, scoffing, teasing, taunting, sarcasm 
©the trial was a mockery travesty, charade, 
farce, parody 

mocking ►adjective sneering, densive, con- 
temptuous, scornful, sardonic, ironic, sarcastic 

mode ►noun Qan informal mode of policing: man 
ner, way, fashion, means, method, system, 
style, approach, technique, procedure, process, 
practice, ©the camera fa tn manual mode func 
tion, position, operation ©the mode for active 
wear fashion, vogue, style, look, trend, craze, 
rage, fad 

model ►noun Qa working model replica, copy, 
representation, mock-up, dummy, imitation, 
duplicate, reproduction, facsimile © the Ameri- 
can model of airline deregulation prototype, 
stereotype, archetype, type, version; mould, 
template, framework, pattern, design, blue- 
print. ©she was a model as a teacher, ideal, para- 
gon, perfect example/specimen; perfection, 
acme, epitome, nonpareil, creme de la creme. 
Qa top model: fashion model, supermodel, 
mannequin, informal clothes horse ©an artist's 
model sitter, poser, subject, ©the latest model 
of car version, type, design, variety, kind, sort. 
O this dress is a model original (design), exclu- 
sive; informal one-off 

► adjective Q model trains: replica, toy, miniature, 
dummy, imitation, duplicate, reproduction, fac- 


simile Q model farms prototypical, prototypal, 
archetypal ©a model teacher ideal, perfect, ex- 
emplary, classic, flawless, faultless 

moderate ►adjective Q moderate success aver 
age, modest, medium, middling, ordinary, 
common, commonplace, everyday, workaday, 
tolerable, passable, adequate, fair, mediocre, 
indifferent, unexceptional, unremarkable, run- 
of-the-mill, informal OK, so-so, bog-standard, fair- 
to-middling, (plain) vanilla, no great shakes, 
not up to much. NZ informal half-pie © moderate 
prices reasonable, acceptable, inexpensive, 
low, fair, modest © moderate views middle-of- 
the-road, non-extreme, non-radical © moderate 
behaviour restrained, controlled, sober, toler- 
ant, lenient 

-opposites great, unreasonable, extreme 
► verb ©the wind has moderated die down, abate, 
let up, calm down, lessen, decrease, diminish, 
recede, weaken, subside ©you can help to mod- 
erate her anger curb, control, check, temper, 
restrain, subdue, repress, tame, lessen, de- 
crease, lower, reduce, dimmish, alleviate, allay, 
appease, assuage, ease, soothe, calm tone 
down, archaic remit ©the Speaker moderates the 
assembly chair, take the chair of, preside over 
-opposites increase 

moderately ►adverb somewhat, quite, ra- 
ther, fairly, reasonably, comparatively, relative- 
ly, to some extent, tolerably, passably, ad- 
equately, informal pretty. 

moderation ►noun ©he urged them to show 
moderation self-restraint, restraint, self- 
control, self-discipline, moderateness, temper- 
ance, leniency, fairness ©a moderation of their 
confrontational style relaxation, easing (off), re- 
duction. abatement, weakening, slackening, 
tempering, softening, diminution, diminishing, 
lessening, decline, modulation, modification, 
mitigation, allaying, informal let-up 
■ In moderation in moderate quantities/ 
amounts, within (sensible) limits, moderately 

modern ►adjective Q modem times present- 
day, contemporary, present, current, twenty- 
first-century, latter-day, recent ©her clothes are 
very modern fashionable, in fashion, in style, 
in vogue, up to date, all the rage, trendsettmg, 
stylish, voguish, modish, chic, d la mode, the 
latest, new. newest, newfangled, modernistic, 
advanced, informal trendy, cool, in. with it, now, 
hip, happening, N Amer informal tony 
-opposites past, old-fashioned 

modernity ►noun contemporaneity, contem- 
poraneousness modernness, modernism, fash- 
lonableness, vogue, informal trendiness 

modernize ► verb © they are modernizing their 
manufacturing facilities update, bring up to date, 
streamline, rationalize, overhaul, renovate, re- 
model, refashion, revamp ©we must modernize 
to survive ■ get up to date, move with the times, 
innovate, informal get in the swim, get with it 

modest ►adjective ©she was modest about her 
poetry self-effacing, self-deprecating, humble, 
unpretentious, unassuming, unostentatious, 
shy, bashful, self-conscious, diffident, reserved, 
reticent, coy © modest success; moderate, fair, 
limited, tolerable, passable, adequate, satisfac- 
tory, acceptable, unexceptional, ©a modest 
house, small, ordinary, simple, plain, humble, 
inexpensive, unostentatious, unpretentious 
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©her modest dress decorous, decent, seemly, 
demure, proper 

-opposites conceited, great, grand 
modesty ►noun ©Hannah's modesty cloaks 
many talents' self-effacement, humility, unpre- 
tentiousness. shyness, bashfulness, self-con- 
sciousness, reserve, reticence, timidity ©the 
modesty of his aspirations limited scope, moder- 
ation © the modesty of his home unpretentious- 
ness, simplicity, plainness ©her maidenly mod- 
esty decorum, decorousness, decency, seemli- 
ness, demureness 

modicum ► noun small amount, particle, 
speck, fragment, scrap, crumb, gram, morsel, 
shred, dash, drop, pinch, jot, iota, whit, atom, 
smattering, scintilla, hint, suggestion, informal 
smidgen, tad, archaic scantling 
modification ► noun o the design is undergoing 
modification alteration, adjustment, change, 
adaptation, refinement, revision ©some minor 
modifications were made revision, refinement, 
improvement, amendment, adaptation, adjust- 
ment, change, alteration ©the modification of 
his views softening, moderation, tempering, 
qualification 

modify ► verb © their economic policy has been 
modified alter, change, adjust, adapt, amend, 
revise, reshape, refashion, restyle, revamp, re- 
work, remodel, refine; informal tweak ©he modi- 
fied his more extreme views' moderate, revise, 
temper, soften, tone down, qualify 
modish ►adjective fashionable, stylish, chic, 
modem, contemporary, all the rage, in vogue, 
voguish, up to the minute, d la mode, informal 
trendy, cool, with it. in, now, hip, happening. 
N Amer informal kicky, tony 
modulate ►verb ©the cells modulate the body’s 
response regulate, adjust, set, modify, moder- 
ate ©she modulated her voice adjust, change 
the tone of 

modus operandl ►noun method (of work 
ing), way. MO, manner, technique, style, pro- 
cedure, approach, methodology, strategy, plan, 
formula, formal praxis 

mogul ►noun magnate, tycoon, VIP, notable, 
personage, baron, captain, king, lord, grandee, 
nabob, informal bigwig, big shot, big noise, top 
dog. N Amer informal top banana, big enchilada 
moist ►adjective ©the air was moist damp, 
dampish, steamy, humid, muggy, clammy, 
dank. wet. wettish, soggy, sweaty, sticky ©a 
moist fruitcake: succulent, juicy, soft. © her eyes 
grew moist • tearful, watery, misty 
-opposites dry 

moisten ► verb dampen, wet. damp, water, hu- 
midify; poetic /literary bedew 
moisture ►noun wetness, wet, water, liquid, 
condensation, steam, vapour, dampness, damp, 
humidity, clamminess, mugginess, dankness, 
watenness. 

moisturizer ► noun lotion, cream, balm, 
emollient, salve, unguent, lubricant, technical 
humectant. 

mole 1 ►noun the mole on his left cheek ; mark, 
freckle, blotch, spot, blemish. 
mole 2 ►noun a well-placed mole * spy, (secret) 
agent, undercover agent, operative, plant, infil- 
trator; N Amer informal spook; archaic intelligen- 
cer. 


mole 3 ►noun the mole protecting the harbour 
breakwater, groyne, dyke, pier, sea wall, 
causeway 

molest ► verb © the crowd were molesting the po- 
lice harass, harry, pester, beset, persecute, tor- 
ment; N Amer informal roust. © he molested a ten- 
year-old boy (sexually) abuse, (sexually) assault, 
interfere with, rape, violate; informal grope, paw, 
poetic/ literary ravish 

mollify ► verb © they mollified the protesters ap- 
pease, placate, pacify, conciliate, soothe, calm 
(down). © mollifying the fears of the public allay. 
assuage, alleviate, mitigate, ease, reduce, mod- 
erate, temper, tone down 
-opposites enrage 

mollusc ► noun. See list 
-related terms malacology 


Molluscs 


abalone 

Jewel box 

scallop 

angel wings 

Jingle (shell) 

scaphopod 

argonaut 

lamp shell 

scungille 

ark (shell) 

limpet 

sea butterfly 

auger (shell) 

lion's paw 

sea hare 

basket shelf 

mitre (sheH) 

sea lemon 

bittersweet 

moon shell 

sea slug 

shell 

murex 

shellfish 

bivalve 

mussel 

shlpworm 

bubble 

necklace 

slipper limpet 

(sheH) 

shell 

sHt limpet 

canoe shell 

nautilus 

slug 

carpet shell 

nerite 

snail 

carrier shell 

Noah's ark 

softshell dam 

cephatopod 

nudlbranch 

spindle shell 

chink sheH 

octopus 

spire shell 

chiton 

dive (sheH) 

squid 

clam 

ormer 

sundial (shell) 

cockle 

otter shell 

swan mussel 

cone shell 

oyster 

tetttn 

coquina 

pandora 

teredo 

(dam) 

paper 

thorny oyster 

cowrie 

nautilus 

top shell 

cuttlefish 

paua 

tridacna 

date mussel 

peart mussel 

triton 

dog cockle 

pearl oyster 

trough shell 

dog whelk 

pearly 

trumpet shell 

dove sheH 

nautilus 

tuHp sheH 

drill 

pelican's 

tun (shed) 

drupe 

foot shell 

turban (sheH) 

dude mussel 

pen shell 

turret (sheH) 

edible snail 

periwinkle 

tusk shett 

file sheH 

pheasant 

vase sheH 

gaper 

shell 

Venus (shell) 

gastropod . 

ptddock 

wedge sheH 

geoduck 

pteropod 

wenrietrap 

giant clam 

qua hog 

whelk 

hard dam 

ranfs-hom 

wing oyster 

harp (shell) 

, snaH 

winkle 

helmet (shell) 

razor sheH . 

worm sheH 

horn sheH 

round dam 

zebra mussel 


mollycoddle ► verb his parents mollycoddle him: 
pamper, cosset, coddle, spoil, indulge, over- 
indulge, pet, baby, nanny, nursemaid, wait on 
hand and foot, wrap in cotton wool. 

► noun (mfbrmaf) the boy’s a mollycoddle f See drip noun 
sense 2 

molten ► adjective liquefied, liquid, fluid, melt- 
ed, flowing. 
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moment ► noun Q he thought for a moment lit 
tle while, short time, bit, minute, instant, 
(split) second; informal sec, jiffy, Bnt informal tick, 
mo. two ticks Qthe moment they met point (in 
time), time, hour. Q {format) issues of little mo- 
ment importance, import, significance, conse- 
quence, note, weight, concern, mterest 
■ In a moment very soon, m a minute, in a 
second, in a tnce, shortly, any minute (now), in 
the twinkling of an eye, in (less than) no time, 
in no time at all. N Amer momentanly. informal 
in a jiffy, in two shakes (of a lamb’s tail), be- 
fore you can say Jack Robinson, in the blink of 
an eye, Bnt informal in a tick, in two ticks, in a 
mo, N Amer informal in a snap, poetic/ literary ere 
long 

momentarily ► advorb Q he paused momentar- 
ily briefly, fleetmgly, for a moment, for a sec- 
ond. for an instant Q{N Amer) my husband will 
be here momentarily See in a moment 

momentary ► adjective brief, short, short- 
lived. fleeting, passing, transient, ephemeral, 
poetic /literary evanescent 
-opposites lengthy 

momentous ► adjective important, signifi- 
cant, histone, portentous, cntical, crucial, life- 
and-death, decisive, pivotal, consequential, of 
consequence, far-reaching, informal earth-shatter- 
ing, fornial of moment 
-opposites insignificant 

momentum ►noun impetus, energy, force, 
power, strength, thrust, speed, velocity 

monarch ► noun sovereign, ruler. Crown, 
crowned head, potentate, king, queen, em- 
peror, empress, pnnee, pnneess 

monarchy ►noun Qa constitutional monarchy 
kingdom, sovereign state, principality, empire 
& hereditary monarchy kingship, sovereignty, au- 
tocracy monocracy, absolutism 

monastery ►noun religious community, fn- 
aiy, abbey, pnoiy, cloister 

monastic ►adjective Qa monastic community 
cloistered, cloistral, claustral Qa monastic ex- 
istence austere, ascetic, simple, solitary, monk- 
ish, celibate, quiet, cloistered, sequestered, se- 
cluded, reclusive, hermit-like, hermitic 

monetary ►adjective financial, fiscal, pecuni- 
ary, money, cash, economic, budgetary 

money ►noun QI haven’t got enough money 
(hard) cash, ready money, the means, the 
wherewithal, funds, capital, finances, (filthy) 
lucre, banknotes, notes, coins, change, specie, 
silver, copper, currency, Bnt sterling, N Amer 
bills, N Amer & Austral roll, mfonnal dough, bread, 
loot, readies, shekels, moolah, the necessary, 
Bnt informal dosh, brass, lolly, spondulicks, N 
Amer informal dinero, bucks, mazuma, US mfonnal 
greenbacks, simoleons, jack, rocks, Austral JNZ in- 
formal Oscar; Brit dated l.s.d ; archaic pelf See list at 
country Qshe married him for his money 
wealth, riches, fortune, affluence, (liquid) as- 
sets, resources, means ©the money here is bet- 
ter pay, salary, wages, remuneration; formal 
emolument. 

-related terms pecuniary, monetary, numis- 
matic. 

■ for my monoy in my opinion, to my mind, in 
my view, as I see it, personally, in my estima- 
tion, in my judgement, if you ask me. 


■ In the money ( informal) rich, wealthy, afflu- 
ent, well-to-do, well off, prosperous, moneyed, 
in clover, opulent, mfonnal rolling in it, loaded, 
stinking nch, well heeled, made of money 

moneyed ►adjective rich, wealthy, affluent, 
well-t<>do, well off. prosperous, m clover, opu- 
lent, of means, of substance; mfonnal in the 
money, rolling in it, loaded, stinking/filthy 
nch. well heeled, made of money. 

-opposites poor 

money-grubbing ► adjective ( mformaf) acquisi 
tive, avancious, grasping, money-grabbing, ra- 
pacious, mercenary, matenalistic, N Amer infor- 
mal grabby 

moneymaking ► adjective profitable, profit- 
making, remunerative, lucrative, successful, 
financially rewarding. 

-opposites loss-making 

mongrel ► noun a rough-hatred mongrel, cross- 
breed, cross, mixed breed, half-breed, tyke, 
cur, mutt, NZ kun, Austral mfonnal mong, bitzer 

► adjective a mongrel bitch cross-bred, of mixed 
breed, half-breed 

-opposites pedigree 

monitor ►noun Q monitors covered all entrances 
detector, scanner, recorder, security camera, 
CCTV © UN monitors observer, watchdog, 
overseer, supervisor ©a computer monitor 
screen, visual display unit, VDU O(Bnt) a 
school monitor prefect, praepostor, senior boy/ 
girl, senior pupil 

► verb his movements were closely monitored ob 
serve, watch, track, keep an eye on. keep 
under observation, keep watch on, keep under 
surveillance, record, note, oversee, mfonnal keep 
tabs on, keep a beady eye on 

monk ► noun brother, religious, coenobite, con- 
templative. mendicant, friar, abbot, poor, nov- 
ice, oblate, postulant See list at Christianity 
—re lai ed terms monastic, monastery 

monkey ► noun O simian, pnmate, ape See list 
Qyou little monkey 1 See rascal 

■ make a monkey (out) of make someone 
look foolish, make a fool of, make a laughing 
stock of, ridicule, make fun of, poke fun at 

■ monkey about/around fool about/around. 
play about/around, clown about/around, footle 
about/around, informal mess about/around, 
horse about/around, lark (about/around); Bnt in- 
formal muck about/around 

■ monkey with tamper with, fiddle with, 
interfere with, meddle with, tinker with, play 
with, informal ^mess with, Bnt informal muck 
about/around with 

monkey business ► noun ( informal) mischief, 
misbehaviour, mischievousness, devilry, devil- 
ment, tomfoolery, dishonesty, trickery, chican- 
ery, skulduggery, informal shenanigans, funny 
business, hanky-panky, Bnt informal monkey 
tncks. jiggery-pokery, N Amer informal monkey- 
shines 

monocle ► noun eyeglass, glass 

monolith ► noun standing stone, menhir, sar- 
sen (stone), megalith. 

monolithic ► adjective © a monolithic budding 
massive, huge. vast, colossal, gigantic, im- 
mense, giant, enormous; featureless, character- 
less. Qthe old monolithic Communist party * inflex 
ible, rigid, unbending, unchanging, fossilized. 
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Monkeys and Apes 

agile gibbon 

mandrill 

baboon 

mangabey 

Barbary ape 

marmoset 

bonobo 

mona monkey 

capuchin monkey 

New World monkey 

chacma baboon 

night monkey 

chimpanzee 

Old World monkey 

colobus 

orang-utan 

Diana monkey 

owt-faced monkey 

douroucouli 

patas monkey 

drift 

proboscis monkey 

gelada 

rhesus monkey 

gibbon 

said 

gorilla 

samango 

green monkey 

slamang 

grivet 

spider monkey 

guenon 

squirrel monkey 

hamadryas 

talapoin 

hanuman langur 

tamarin 

hoolock 

ttti 

howler monkey 

uakari 

langur 

vervet 

lar gibbon 

wanderoo 

leaf monkey 

woolly monkey 

macaque 

woolly spider monkey 


monologue ► noun soliloquy, speech, ad- 
dress, lecture, sermon, formal oiation 

monomania ► noun obsession, fixation, con- 
suming passion, mama, compulsion 

monopolize ► vtrb o the company has monopol- 
ized the market corner, control, take over, gain 
control/dominance over, archaic engross Qhe 
monopolized the conversation dominate, take over, 
informal hog ©she monopolized the guest of honour 
TAKE UP ALL THE ATTENTION OF, keep tO Oneself. 
informal tie up 

monotonous * adjective Qa monotonous job 
tedious, bonng, dull, uninteresting, unexcit- 
ing, wearisome, tiresome, repetitive, repeti- 
tious, unvarying, unchanging, unvaried, hum- 
drum, routine, mechanical, mmd-numbing, 
soul-destroying, colourless, featureless, dreaiy, 
informal deadly, Bnt informal samey, N Amer informal 
dullsville. 0 a monotonous voice toneless, flat, 
uninflected, soporific 
-opposites interesting. 

monotony ►noun ©the monotony of everyday 
life tedium, tediousness, lack of variety, dull- 
ness, boredom, repetitiveness, repetitiousness, 
uniformity, routmeness, weansomeness, tire- 
someness; lack of excitement, uneventfulness, 
dreariness, colourlessness, featurelessness, infor- 
mal deadliness 0 the monotony of her voice tone- 
lessness. flatness. 

monster ►noun Q legendary sea monsters' fabu- 
lous creature, mythical creature. See lists at 
giant, mythology 0her husband is a monster 
brute, fiend, beast, devil, demon, barbarian, 
savage, animal, informal swine, pig. ©the boy's a 
little monster rascal, imp, monkey, wretch, 
devil, informal horror, scamp, scallywag, tyke, 
Bnt informal perisher, pickle; N Amer informal var- 
mint, hellion, archaic scapegrace, rapscallion 
©he's a monster of a man giant, mammoth, col- 
ossus, leviathan, titan, informal jumbo. 

► adjective ( informal) a monster carp. See huge 


monstrosity ►noun ©a concrete monstrosity 
eyesore, blot on the landscape, carbuncle, ex- 
crescence 0 a biological monstrosity mutant, 
mutation, freak (of nature), monster, abortion. 

monstrous ►adjective ©a monstrous creature 
grotesque, hideous, ugly, ghastly, gruesome, 
horrible, horrific, horrifying, gnsly, disgusting, 
repulsive, repellent, dreadful, frightening, terri- 
fying, malformed, misshapen 0 a monstrous 
tidal wave See huge ©monstrous acts of violence 
appalling, heinous, egregious, evil, wicked, 
abominable, terrible, homble, dreadful, vile, 
outrageous, shocking, disgraceful, unspeakable, 
despicable, vicious, savage, barbanc, barbarous, 
inhuman, Bnt informal beastly 
-opposites lovely, small 

month ► noun. See list 

monument ►noun Oa Stone monument me 
morial, statue, pillar, column, obelisk, cross, 
cenotaph, tomb, mausoleum, shnne. ©a monu- 
ment was placed over the grave gravestone, 
headstone, tombstone ©a monument to a past 
era of aviation testament, record, reminder, re- 
membrance, memorial, commemoration 

monumental ►adjective ©a monumental task 
huge, great, enormous, gigantic, massive, col- 
ossal, mammoth, immense, tremendous, 
mighty, stupendous ©a monumental error of 
judgement terrible, dreadful, awful, colossal, 
staggering, huge, enormous, unforgivable, 
egregious © Beethoven’s monumental works im 
pressive, striking, outstanding, remarkable, 
magnificent, majestic, stupendous, ambitious, 
large-scale, grand, awe-inspinng, important, 
significant, distinguished, memorable, immor- 
tal. ©a monumental inscription commemorative. 
memorial, celebratory, commemorating. 

mood ►noun ©she's in a good mood frame/ 
state of mind, humour, temper, disposition, 
spirit, tenor, ©he's obviously m a mood bad 
mood, (bad) temper, sulk, pet, fit of pique, low 
« spirits, the doldrums, the blues, informal the 
dumps, grump, Bnt informal paddy ©the mood of 
the film atmosphere, feeling, spirit, ambience, 
aura, character, tenor, flavour, feel, tone 

■ In the mood in the right frame of mind, feel- 
ing like, wanting to, inclined to, disposed to, 
minded to, eager to, willing to 

moody ►adjective temperamental, emotional, 
volatile, capricious, changeable, mercurial; sul- 
len, sulky, morose, glum, depressed, dejected, 
despondent, doleful, dour, sour, saturnine; infor- 
mal blue, down in the dumps/mouth 
-opposites cheerful 

moon ►noun satellite See lists here and at 

PLANET 

-RELATED TERMS lunar 

► verb © stop mooning about, waste time, loaf, idle, 
mope, Bnt informal mooch; N Amer informal 
lollygag ©he's mooning over her photograph. 
mope, pine, brood, daydream, fantasize, be in a 
revene 

■ many moons ago (informal) a long time ago, 
ages ago, years ago; informal donkey's years ago, 
Bnt mfonnal yonks ago. 

■ onca In a blua moon ( informal) hardly ever, 
scarcely ever, rarely, very seldom. 

■ over the moon (informal). See ecstatic. 

moonshine ► noun. See rubbish noun sense 2 



561 


moor | moral 


Months of the Year 


Lunar Seas 


Gregorian 

CALENDAR 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

French Republican 

CALENDAR 

Vendemlalre (wine 
harvest) 

Brumaire (fog) 
Frlmalre (frost) 

Nlvose (snow) 

Ptuvtose (rain) 

Ventose (wind) 
Germinal (seed) 

Ftortal (flower) 

Pralrial (meadow) 
Messidor (harvest) 
Thermidor (heat) 
Fructidor (fruit) 

Jewish calendar 

Nban 

lyyar 

Sfvan 

Thammuz 

Ab 

Elul 

Tlshrl 

Hesvan 

Klsiev 

Tebet 

Sebat 

Adar 

First Adar (leap years) 

Islamic calendar 

Muharram 
Safer 
Rabil 
Rabi II 
Jumadal 
Jumada II 


Rajab 
Shaban 
Ramadan 
Shawwal 
Dhu al-Qadah 
Dhu al-HIJJah 

Hindu calendar 

Caitra 

Vaisaka 

jyalstha 

Asadha 

Dvitlya Asadha (certain 
leap years) 

Svrana 

Dvitlya Sravana (certain 
leap years) 
Bhadrapada 
Asvina 
Karttlka 
Margaslrsa 
Pausa 
Magha 
Phalguna 

Chinese 

AGRICULTURAL 

CALENDAR 

LI Chun 
Yu Shuf 
Jlng Zhe 
Chun Fen 
Qlng Ming 
Gu Yu 
UXia 
Xiao Man 
Mang Zhong 
Xla Zhi 
Xiao Shu 
Da Shu 
UQui 
Chu Shu 
Bal Lu 
Qul Fen 
Han Lu 
Shuang Jiang 
LI Dong 
Xiao Xue 
DaXue 
Dong Zhi 
Xiao Han 
Da Han 


LUNAR SEA 

Bay of Dew 
Bay of Heats 
Bay of Rainbows 
Border Sea 
Central Bay 
Eastern Sea 
Foaming Sea 
Humboldts Sea 
Lake of Death 
Lake of Dreams 
Marsh of Decay 
Marsh of Epidemics 
Marsh of Mists 
Marsh of Sleep 
Ocean of Storms 
Sea of Clouds 
Sea of Cold 
Sea of Crises 
Sea of Fertility 
Sea of Humours 
Sea of Ingenuity 
Sea of Knowledge 
Sea of Moscow 
Sea of Nectar 
Sea of Rains 
Sea of Serenity 
Sea of Tranquillity 
Sea of Vapours 
Sea of Waves 
Southern Sea 
Smyth’s Sea 


Latin name 

Sinus Rods 
Sinus Aestuum 
Sinus Irtdum 
Mare Marginis 
Sinus Medii 
Mare Orientate 
Mare Spumans 
Mare Humboldtlanum 
Lacus Mortis 
Lacus Somnlorum 
Palus Putredlnls 
Palus Epidemiarum 
Palus Nebularum 
Palus Somnli 
Oceanus ProceHarum 
Mare Nublum 
Mare Frlgoris 
Mare Crlslum 
Mare Fecunditatis 
Mare Humorum 
Mare Ingenli 
Mare Cognitum 
Mare Moscoviense 
Mare Nectarls 
Mare Imbrlum 
Mare Serenitatis 
Mare Tranquillttatis 
Mare Vaporum 
Mare Undarum 
Mare Australe 
Mare Smythii 


moor 1 ►verb a boat was moored to the quay tie 
up. secure, make fast, fix firmly, anchor, berth, 
dock 

moor 2 ► noun a walk on the moor upland, moor- 
land. heath; grouse moor, Brit fell, wold 

moot ► adjective a moot point debatable, open 
to discussion/question, arguable, questionable, 
at issue, open to doubt, disputable, controver- 
sial, contentious, disputed, unresolved, unset- 
tled. up m the air 

► verb the idea was first mooted in the 1930s. raise, 
bnng up, broach, mention, put forward, intro- 
duce, advance, propose, suggest 


mop ► noun her tousled mop of hair shock, mane, 
tangle, mass 

► verb a man was mopping the floor wash, clean, 
wipe 

■ mop something up Of mopped up the spilt 
coffee wipe up, clean up, sponge up Q troops 
mopped up the last pockets of resistance finish off, 
deal with, dispose of, take care of, clear up. 
eliminate 

mope ►verb 0H's no use moping brood, sulk, 
be miserable, be despondent, pine, eat one’s 
heart out, fret, gneve, informal be down m the 
dumps/mouth, poetic /literary repine Qshe was 
moping about the house languish, moon, idle, 
loaf. Bnt informal mooch, N Amer informal lollygag 

► noun she’s regarded as a mope melancholic, de- 
pressive, pessimist, killjoy, informal sourpuss, 
party-pooper, spoilsport, grouch, grump, Bnt in- 
formal misery 

moral ►adjective Q moral issues ethical, social, 
having to do with right and wrong ©a very 
moral man virtuous, good, righteous, upright, 
upstanding, high-minded, principled, honour- 
able, honest, just, noble, incorruptible, scrupu- 
lous, respectable, decent, dean-living, law- 
abiding © moral support psychological, emo- 
tional, mental 
-opposites dishonourable. 

► noun O the moral of the story lesson, message, 
meaning, significance, signification, import, 
point, teaching. Qhehasno morals moral code, 
code of ethics, moral standards/values, prin- 
ciples, standards, (sense of) morality, scruples 
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morale ► noun confidence, self-confidence, 
self-esteem, spint(s), team spirit 

moral fibre ► noun strength of character, 
fibre, fortitude, resolve, backbone, spine, met- 
tle, firmness of purpose 

morality ► noun Qthe morality of nuclear 
weapons ethics, nghts and wrongs, ethicality 
Qa sharp decline in morality virtue, goodness, 
good behaviour, righteousness, rectitude, up- 
rightness. morals, principles, honesty, integ- 
rity, propriety, honour, justice, decency 
0 orthodox Christian morality moral standards, 
morals, ethics, standards/pnnciples of behav- 
iour, mores, standards 

moralize ► verb pontificate, sermonize, lec- 
ture, preach, informal preachify. 

morass ► noun o the muddy morass quagmire, 
swamp, bog, marsh, mire, marshland, slough. 
N Amer moor ©a morass of paperwork, confu 
sion, chaos, muddle, tangle, entanglement, im- 
broglio, jumble, clutter 

moratorium ► noun embargo, ban, prohib- 
ition, suspension, postponement, stay, stop- 
page, halt, freeze, standstill, respite 
morbid ► adjective ©a morbid /asdnation with 
contemporary warfare ghoulish, macabre, un- 
healthy, gruesome, unwholesome, informal sick 
©f felt decidedly morbid gloomy, glum, melan- 
choly, morose, dismal, sombre, doleful, des- 
pondent, dejected, sad, depressed, downcast, 
down, disconsolate, miserable, unhappy, down- 
hearted, dispirited, low, informal blue, down in 
the dumps/mouth 
-opposites wholesome, cheerful 
mordant ► adjective caustic, trenchant, biting, 
cutting, acerbic, sardonic, sarcastic, scathing, 
acid, sharp, keen, critical, bitter, virulent, vitri- 
olic, formal mordacious 

more ►determiner I could do with some more 
clothes additional, further, added, extra, in- 
creased, new, other, supplementary 
-opposites less, fewer 

► adverb ©he was able to concentrate more on his 
writing to a greater extent, further, some 
more, better ©he was rich, and more, he was 
handsome, moreover, furthermore, besides, 
what’s more, in addition, also, as well, too, to 
boot, on top of that, into the bargain; archaic 
withal, forbye 

► pronoun we're going to need more, extra, an add- 
itional amount/number, an addition, an in- 
crease. 

-opposites less, fewer 

■ more or less approximately, roughly, near- 
ly, almost, close to, about, of the order of, in 
the region of 

moreover ►advarb besides, furthermore, 
what’s more, in addition, also, as well, too, to 
boot, additionally, on top of that, into the bar- 
gain, more, archaic withal, forbye 

mores ► plural noun customs, conventions, 
ways, way of life, traditions, practices, habits, 
formal praxis. 

morgue ► noun mortuary, funeral parlour; Brrt 
chapel of rest. 

moribund ► adjective ©the patient was mori- 
bund' dying, expiring, on one’s deathbed, near 
death, at death’s door, not long for this world 
©the moribund shipbuilding industry, declining. 


in decline, waning, dying, stagnating, stagnant, 
crumbling, on its last legs. 

-opposites thriving. 

morning ►noun ©I've got a meeting this morn- 
ing before noon, before lunch(time), a.m, 
poetic/ literary mom. Nautical & N Amer forenoon 
© morning is on its way dawn, daybreak, sun- 
rise, first light, cockcrow; N Amer sunup, poetic / 
literary dayspring, dawning, aurora 
-related terms matutinal 
■ morning, noon, and night all the time, 
without a break, constantly, continually, inces- 
santly, ceaselessly, perpetually, unceasingly; in- 
formal 24-7 

moron ► noun (informal) See fool noun sense 1 
moronic ► adjective (informal) See stupid sense 1 
morose ► adjective sullen, sulky, gloomy, bad- 
tempered, ill-tempered, dour, surly, sour, glum, 
moody, ill-humoured, melancholy, melanchol- 
ic, doleful, miserable, depressed, dejected, des- 
pondent, downcast, unhappy, in low spirits, 
low, down, grumpy, irritable, churlish, cantan- 
kerous, crotchety, cross, crabby, grouchy, testy, 
snappish, peevish, crusty, informal blue, down m 
the dumps/mouth, fed up 
-opposites cheerful 

morsel ► noun mouthful, bite, nibble, bit, 
soup^on, taste, spoonful, forkful, sliver, drop, 
dollop, spot, gobbet, titbit, bonne bouche. Infor- 
mal smidgen 

mortal ►adjective © mortal remains | all men are 
mortal perishable, physical, bodily, corporeal, 
fleshly, earthly, human, impermanent, transi- 
ent, ephemeral ©a mortal blow • deadly, fatal, 
lethal, death-dealing, murderous, terminal 
0 mortal enemies, irreconcilable, deadly, 
sworn, bitter, out-and-out, implacable ©a mor- 
tal sin unpardonable, unforgivable ©living in 
mortal fear extreme, (very) great, terrible, 
awful, dreadful, intense, severe, grave, dire, un- 
bearable. © the punishment is out of all mortal pro- 
portion conceivable, imaginable, perceivable, 
possible, earthly 
-opposites vernal 

► noun we are mere mortals, human (being), person, 
man/woman, earthling 

mortality ►noun ©a sense of his own mortality 
impermanence, transience, ephemerality, per- 
ishability; humanity; corporeality Qthe causes 
of mortality: death, loss of life, dying 
mortification ►noun Qscariet with mortifica- 
tion embarrassment, humiliation, chagrin, dis- 
comfiture. discomposure, shame Qthe mortifi- 
cation of the flesh subduing, suppression, subju- 
gation, control, controlling, disciplining, 
chastening, punishment. 

mortify ► vorb ©I'd be mortified if my friends 
found out. embarrass, humiliate, chagnn. dis- 
comfit, shame, abash, horrify, appal Qhe was 
mortified at being excluded hurt, wound, affront, 
offend, put out, pique, irk, annoy, vex, informal 
nle 0 mortifying the flesh * subdue, suppress, 
subjugate, control; discipline, chasten, punish 
Qthe cut had mortified: become gangrenous, 
fester, putrefy, gangrene, rot, decay, decom- 
pose 

mortuary ► noun morgue, funeral parlour; Bnt 
chapel of rest. 

most ► pronoun most of the guests brought flowers. 
nearly all, almost all. the greatest part/ 
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number, the majority, the bulk, the preponder- 
ance 

-opposites little, few 

■ for the most part mostly, mainly, in the 
mam, on the whole, largely, by and large, to a 
large extent, predominantly, chiefly, principal- 
ly, basically, generally, usually, typically, com- 
monly. as a rule, on balance, on average, 
mostly ► adverb Q the other passengers were most - 
ly businessmen mainly, for the most part, on the 
whole, in the mam, largely, chiefly, predomin- 
antly. principally, primarily 01 mostly wear 
jeans usually, generally, in general, as a rule, 
ordinarily, normally, customarily, typically, 
most of the time, almost always 
mote ►noun speck, particle, gram, spot, fleck, 
atom, scintilla 
moth ► noun. See list 

moth-eaten ►adjective threadbare, worn 
(out), well worn, old, shabby, scruffy, tattered, 
ragged, informal tatty, the worse for wear, N 
Amer informal raggedy 

mother ►noun QI will ask my mother female 
parent, materfamilias, matriarch, informal m.i, 
mam. mammy, old lady, old woman, Bnt infor- 
mal mum, mummy, N Amer informal mom, 
mommy; Bnt informal, dated mater. ©the foal's 
mother dam ©the wish was mother of the deed 
source, origin, genesis, fountainhead, inspir- 
ation, stimulus, poetic I literary wellspnng 
-related terms maternal, matn- 
— opposites child, father 

► verb ©she mothered her husband look after, 
care for, take care of, nurse, protect, tend, 
raise, rear, pamper, coddle, cosset, fuss over 
©she mothered an illegitimate daughter give birth 
to, have, bear, produce, N Amer birth, archaic be 
brought to bed of 

-opposites neglect 

motherly ►adjective maternal, matemalistic, 
protective, canng, loving, devoted, affectionate, 
fond, warm, tender, gentle, kind, kindly, 
understanding, compassionate 

motif ► noun Qa colourful tulip motif, design, 
pattern, decoration, figure, shape, device, em- 
blem, ornament ©a recurring motif in Pinter’s 
work theme, idea, concept, subject, topic, leit- 
motif, element 

motion ► noun O the rocking motion of the boat | 
a planet's motion around the sun movement, mov- 
ing, locomotion, nse and fall, shifting, pro- 
gress, passage, passing, transit, course, travel, 
travelling ©a motion of the hand gesture, 
movement, signal, sign, indication, wave, nod. 
gesticulation © the motion failed to obtain a ma- 
jority proposal, proposition, recommendation, 
suggestion 

-RELATED TERMS kinetic. 

► verb he motioned her to sit down gesture, signal, 
direct, indicate; wave, beckon, nod, gesticulate 

■ in motion moving, on the move, going, trav- 
elling, running, functioning, operational. 

■ set In motion start, commence, begin, acti- 
vate, initiate, launch, get under way, get going, 
get off the ground; trigger off, set off, spark 
off. generate, cause. 

motionless ►adjective unmoving, still, sta- 
tionary. stock-still, immobile, static, not mov- 
ing a muscle, rooted to the spot, transfixed, 
paralysed, frozen. 


Moths 


See also butterfly. 

angle shades 

lobster moth 

atlas moth 

kma moth 

bagworm 

magpie moth 
meal moth 

bogong 

brimstone (moth) 

mervetlte chi Jour 

brown-tali (moth) 

minor 

buff-tip 

moon moth 

bumet 

Mother Shfpton 

burnished brass 

noctufd 

cabbage moth 

oak eggar 

cecropfa (moth) 

old lady 

cinnabar (moth) 

owlet 

dearwing (moth) 

peach blossom 

Cllfden nonpareil 

peppered moth 

dothes moth 

pine beauty 

codting/codttn moth 

pink bottworm 

common heath 

plume moth 

com borer 

processionary (moth) 

crescent 

prominent (moth) 

dagger 

pug 

death's head 

puss moth 

hawkmoth 

pyratki 

diamond back moth 

rivulet 

drinker (moth) 

rustic 

dun-bar 

sallow 

eggar 

satumHd 

emerald (moth) 

shark (moth) 

emperor 

silk moth 

ermine (moth) 

silver-fine 

festoon 

sfiverY 

flour moth 

snout (moth) 

footman 

sphingid 

forester 

swallow-tailed moth 

fox moth 

swift (moth) 

garden carpet 

tabby 

garden tiger 

tapestry moth 

geometer (moth) 

thorn 

geometrid 

tiger moth 

ghost moth 

tortrtx (moth) 

goat moth 

triangle 

gypsy moth 

turnip moth 

hawkmoth 

tussock moth 

heath 

tussore moth 

hooktip 

umber 

hornet moth 

underwing (moth) 

lo moth 

vapourer (moth) 

Kentish moth 

wainscot 

kitten 

wan moth 

lackey (moth) 

white spot 

lappet (moth) 

winter moth 

leaf miner 

yellow-tail (moth) 

leaf roller 

yellow underwing 

leopard moth 

-opposites moving 

yucca moth 


motivate ►verb Qshe was primarily motivated 
by the desire for profit, prompt, drive, move, in- 
spire, stimulate, influence, activate, impel, 
push, propel, spur (on), ©it's the teacher's job to 
motivate the child, inspire, stimulate, encourage, 
spur (on), excite, inspirit, incentivize, fire with 
enthusiasm. 

motivation ►noun Qhis motivation was finan- 
cial' motive, motivating force, incentive, stimu- 
lus, stimulation, inspiration, inducement, in- 
citement, spur, reason. 0 staff motivation : en- 
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thusiasm, drive, ambition, initiative, determin- 
ation. enterprise, informal get-up-and-go. 

motive ► noun O the motive for the attack rea 
son, motivation, motivating force, rationale, 
grounds, cause, basis, object, purpose, inten- 
tion, incentive, inducement, incitement, lure, 
inspiration, stimulus, stimulation, spur Q reli- 
gious motives in art' motif, theme, idea, concept, 
subject, topic, leitmotif 

► adjective motive power kinetic, driving, impel- 
ling, propelling, propulsive, motor 

motley ► adjective miscellaneous, disparate, di- 
verse, assorted, vaned, diversified, heteroge- 
neous 

-opposites homogeneous 
motor ► noun. See list at engine 
mottled ► adjective blotchy, blotched, spotted, 
spotty, speckled, streaked, streaky, marbled, 
flecked, freckled, dappled, stippled, piebald, 
skewbald, bnndled, bnndle, N Amer pinto; infor- 
mal splotchy 

motto ► noun maxim, saying, proverb, aphor- 
ism. adage, saw. axiom, apophthegm, formula, 
expression, phrase, dictum, precept, slogan, 
catchphrase, truism, cliche, platitude 

mould 1 ►noun Qthe molten metal is poured into 
a mould’ cast, die, form, matrix, shape, tem- 
plate, pattern, frame ©an actress in the trad- 
itional Hollywood mould pattern, form, shape, 
format, model, kind, type, style, archetype, 
prototype © he is a figure of heroic mould char 
acter, nature, temperament, disposition, cali- 
bre, kind, sort, variety, stamp, type 

► verb Q a .figure moulded from clay shape, form, 
fashion, model, work, construct, make, create, 
manufacture, sculpt, sculpture, forge, cast 
© moulding US policy, determine, direct, control, 
guide, lead, influence, shape, form, fashion, 
make 

mould 2 ► noun walls stained with mould mildew, 
fungus, must, mouldiness, mustiness 
mould 3 ►noun leaf mould earth, soil, dirt’, 
loam, humus 

moulder ► verb decay, decompose, rot (away), 
go mouldy, go off, go bad, spoil, putrefy 

mouldy ►adjective mildewed, mildewy, musty, 
mouldering, fusty, decaying, decayed, rotting, 
rotten, bad, spoiled, spoilt, decomposing 

mound ►noun Qa mound of leaves heap, pile, 
stack, mountain; mass, accumulation, assem- 
blage Qhigh on the mound hillock, hill, knoll, 
rise, hummock, hump, embankment, bank, 
ndge. elevation, acclivity, Scottish brae, Geology 
drumlm ©a burial mound barrow, tumulus, 
motte 

► verb mound up the nee on a serving plate pile (up), 
heap (up) 

mount ► verb O he mounted the stairs go up, as- 
cend, climb (up), scale © the committee mounted 
the platform climb on to, jump on to, clamber 
on to, get on to Q they mounted their horses' get 
astride, bestride, get on to, hop on to ©the 
museum is mounting an exhibition (put on) dis 
play, exhibit, present, install, organize, put on, 
stage Qthe company mounted a takeover bid' or 
ganize, stage, prepare, arrange, set up; launch, 
set in motion, initiate ©their losses mounted 
rapidly: increase, grow, nse, escalate, soar, 
spiral, shoot up, rocket, climb, accumulate. 


build up, multiply © cameras were mounted 
above the door install, place, fix, set, put up. 
put in position 
-opposites descend. 

► noun Qhe hung on to his mount’s bridle horse, ar- 
chaic steed ©a decorated photograph mount set 
ting, backing, support, mounting, frame, stand 
mountain ► noun Qu range of mountains peak, 
height, mount, prominence, summit, pinnacle, 
alp, (mountains) range, massif, sierra, Scottish 
ben, Munro See list ©a mountain of work a 
great dfal, a lot, profusion, abundance, quan- 
tity, backlog, informal heap, pile, stack, slew, 
lots, loads, heaps, piles, tons, masses, N Amer 
informal gobs ©a butter mountain surplus, sur- 
feit, glut, oversupply 

-RELATED TERMS OH> 

■ move mountains Q faith can move mountains 
perform miracles, work/do wonders © his fans 
move mountains to attend his performances make 
every effort, pull out all the stops, do one’s 
utmost/best, informal bend/lean over backwards 
mountainous ►adjective Qa mountainous re- 
gion hilly, craggy, rocky, alpine, upland, high- 
land © mountainous waves huge, enormous, gi- 
gantic, massive, giant, colossal, immense, tre- 
mendous, mighty, informal whopping, thumping, 
humongous, Bnt informal whacking, ginormous 
-opposites flat, tiny 

mountebank ► noun swindler, charlatan, 
confidence trickster, fraud, fraudster, impostor, 
trickster, hoaxer, quack, informal con man, flim- 
flammer, sharp, N Amer informal gnfter, bunco 
artist, Austral informal magsman, lllywhacker 
mourn ►verb Qlsobel mourned her husband 
grieve for, sorrow over, lament for. weep for. 
wail/keen over, archaic plain for Qhe mourned 
the loss of the beautiful buildings deplore, bewail, 
bemoan, rue, regret 

mournful ►adjective sad, sorrowful, doleful, 
melancholy, melancholic, woeful. gnef- 
stneken, miserable, unhappy, heartbroken, 
broken-hearted, gloomy, dismal, desolate, de- 
jected, despondent, depressed, downcast, dis- 
consolate, woebegone, forlorn, rueful, lugubri- 
ous, joyless, cheerless, poetic /literary dolorous 
-opposites cheerful 

mourning ►noun Qa period of mourning 
grief, gnevmg, sorrowing, lamentation, lam- 
ent, keening, wailing, weeping, poetic/ literary 
dole Qshe was dressed in mourning black 
(clothes), (widow’s) weeds; archaic sables 

mouse ► noun. See list at rodent 
-related terms munne 
moustache ► noun whiskers, mustachios, 
handlebar moustache, walrus moustache, 
bumsides, informal tash, N Amer informal stash 
mousy ► adjective Q mousy hair lightish brown, 
brownish, brownish-grey, dun-coloured; dull, 
lacklustre © a small , mousy woman timid, quiet, 
fearful, timorous, shy, self-effacing, diffident, 
unassertive, unforthcommg, withdrawn, intro- 
verted, introvert 

mouth ►noun Qopen your mouth: lips, jaws, 
maw, muzzle; informal trap, chops, kisser. Brit, in- 
formal gob, cakehole; N Amer. informal puss, bazoo 
Qthe mouth of the cave: entrance, opening, 
entry, way m, access, ingress. © the mouth of the 
bottle: opening, nm, lip. Qthe mouth of the river 
outfall, outlet, debouchment; estuary, firth 
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Mountains 

See also range, volcano. 


MOUNTAIN 

LOCATION 

MOUNTAIN 

Aletschhom 

Switzerland 

Jungfrau 

Annapurna 

Nepal 

K2 

Ben Nevis 

Scotland 

Kamet 

Bonete 

Argentina 

Kanchenjunga 

Broad Peak 

Kashmir 

Kenya 

Brocken 

Germany 

Kinabalu 

Chimborazo 

Ecuador 

Kosciusko 

Cho Oyu 

China/Nepal 

Lhotse 

Citlaltepetl 

Mexico 

Logan 

Communism 

Tajikistan 

McKinley 

Peak 


Makalu I 

Cook 

New Zealand 


Corcovado 

Brazil 

Manaslu 

Damavand 

Iran 

Marghenta 

Dhaulagiri 

Nepal 

Matterhorn 

Dufourspltze 

Switzerland 


Dykh-Tau 

Russia 

Mont Blanc 

Eiger 

Switzerland 

MulhacSn 

Elbrus 

Russia 

Musala 

Eml Koussi 

Chad 

Muztag 

Everest 

Nepal/Tibet 

Nanda Devi 

Foraker 

Alaska. USA 

Nanga Parbat 

Gasherbrum 

Kashmir 

Ojos del Salado 

Glittertind 

Norway 

Olympus 

Gosainthan 

China 

Olympus 

Grossglockner 

Austria 

Ossa 

Helicon 

Greece 

Ossa 

Helvellyn 

England 

Palomar 

Huascardn 

Peru 

Parnassus 

|aya 

Indonesia 

Pelion 


0 {informal) he's all mouth boasting, bragging, 
idle talk, bombast, braggadocio, informal hot air 
0 {informal} you've got a lot of mouth impudence, 
cheek. t heekiness, insolence, impertinence, 
effrontery, presumption, presumptuousness, 
rudeness, disrespect, informal lip, (brass) neck, 
Bnt informal sauce, backchat, N Amer informal sass, 
sassiness, back talk 

► verb he mouthed platitudes utter, speak, say, 
pionounce, enunciate, articulate, voice, ex- 
press, say insincerely, say for form's sake 

■ down In the mouth ( informal) See unhappy 
sense 1 

■ keep one’s mouth shut ( informal) say noth 
ing, keep quiet, not breathe a word, not tell a 
soul, informal keep mum, not let the cat out of 
the bag 

■ mouth off ( informal) rant, spout, declaim, 
sound off 

mouthful ►noun ©a mouthful of pizza bite. 
nibble, taste, bit, piece, spoonful, forkful, ©a 
mouthfiil of beer draught, sip, swallow, drop, 
gulp, slug, informal swig 0 'sesquipedalian' is a bit 
of a mouthful ■ tongue-twister, long word, diffi- 
cult word. 

mouthpiece ►noun ©the flute's mouthpiece - 
embouchure Qa mouthpiece for the government 
spokesperson, spokesman, spokeswoman, 
agent, representative, propagandist, voice 

movable ►adjective O movable objects port 
able, transportable, transferable, mobile 
© movable feasts' variable, changeable, alter- 
able. 

-opposites fixed. 


mouthful | move 


LOCATION 

MOUNTAIN 

LOCATION 

Switzerland 

Pico da Neblina 

Brazil 

Pakistan/China 

Pik Pobedy 

Kyrgyzstan 

India 

Pissfs 

Argentina 

Nepal/India 

Ras Dashen 

Ethiopia 

Kenya 

Roraima 

Venezuela/ 

Malaysia 


Brazil/Guyana 

Australia 

St Ellas 

USA/Canada 

China/Nepal 

Scafell Pike 

England 

Yukon, Canada 

Smolikas 

Greece 

Alaska. USA 

Snowdon 

Wales 

Nepal/Tibet/ 

Stanley 

Zaire/Uganda 

China 

Sugar Loaf 

Brazil 

Nepal 

Mountain 


Zaire/Uganda 

Table Mountain 

South Africa 

Switzerland/ 

Tabor 

Israel 

Italy 

Teide 

Tenerife 

France/Italy 

Thabana 

Lesotho 

Spam 

Ntlenyana 


Bulgaria 

Tirich Mir 

Pakistan 

China 

Tongariro 

New Zealand 

India 

Trlglav 

Slovenia 

Pakistan 

Tupungato 

Argentina/Chile 

Argentina/Chile 

Victoria Peak 

Hong Kong 

Greece 


Island 

Cyprus 

Vinson Massif 

Antarctica 

Greece 

Weisshorn 

Switzerland 

Tasmania 

Whitney 

California. USA 

California. USA 

Zugspitze 

Germany 

Greece 



Greece 



movables 

► plural noun possessions, belong- 


mgs, effects, property, goods, chattels, para- 
phernalia, impedimenta, infomrial gear 
-opposites fixtures, fittings 

move ► verb Q she moved to the door | don’t move i 
go, walk, proceed, progress, advance, budge, 
stir, shift, change position ©he moved the chair 
closet to the fire carry, transport, transfer, shift 
© things were moving too fast (make) progress, 
make headway, advance, develop ©he urged 
the council to move quickly take action, act, take 
steps, do something, take measures, informal get 
moving 0 she's moved to Cambridge relocate. 
move house, move away/out, change address/ 
house, leave, go away, decamp. Bnt informal up 
sticks, N Amer informal pull up stakes ©/ was 
deeply moved by thT story affect, touch, impress, 
shake, upset, disturb, make an impression on 
©she was moved to find out more about it inspire, 
prompt, stimulate, motivate, provoke, influ- 
ence, rouse, induce, incite ©they are not pre- 
pared to move on this issue change, budge, shift 
one’s ground, change one’s tune, change one’s 
mind, have second thoughts, do a U-tum, do 
an about-face, Bnt do an about-turn Qshe 
moves m the art worlds circulate, mix, socialize, 
keep company, associate, informal hang out/ 
around, Bnt informal hang about ©/ move that 
we adjourn propose, submit, suggest, advocate, 
recommend, urge 

► noun ©his eyes fallowed her every move, move 
ment, motion, action, gesture, gesticulation 
©his recent move to London' relocation, change 
of house/address, transfer, posting, ©the latest 
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move in the war against drugs initiative, step, ac- 
tion, act, measure, manoeuvre, tactic, strata* 
gem. ©it’s your move * turn, go; opportunity, 
chance 

■ get a move on ( informal) hurry up, speed up, 
move faster; informal get cracking, get moving, 
step on it, shake a leg, Brit informal get one's 
skates on, stir one's stumps, N Amor informal get 
a wiggle on, dated make haste. 

■ make a move © waiting for the other side to 
make a move do something, take action, act, 
take the initiative, informal get moving Q(Bnt ) 
Id better be making a move, leave, take one’s 
leave, be on one's way, get going, depart, be 
off; informal push off, shove off, split 

■ on the move ©she’s always on the move 
travelling, in transit, moving, journeying, on 
the road, informal on the go © the economy is on 
the move progressing, making progress, advan- 
cing, developing 

movement ►noun © Rachel made a sudden 
movement | there was almost no movement motion, 
move, gesture, gesticulation, sign, signal, ac- 
tion, activity © the movement of supplies trans- 
portation, shift, shifting, conveyance, moving, 
transfer © the labour movement political 
group, party, faction, wing, lobby, camp ©a 
movement to declare war on poverty campaign, 
crusade, drive, push 0 there have been move- 
ments in the financial markets development, 
change, fluctuation, vanation 0 the movement 
towards equality trend, tendency, drift, swing 
©some movement will be made by the end of the 
month, progress, progression, advance 0 a 
symphony in three movements part, section, div- 
ision. ©the clock's movement, mechanism, ma- 
chinery, works, workings, informal innards, guts 

movie ►noun ©a horror movie film, (motion) 
picture, feature (film), informal flick, dated mov- 
ing picture © let’s go to the movies the cinema, 
the pictures, the silver screen, informal the flicks, 
the big screen 

moving ► adjective © moving parts | a moving . 
train • in motion, operating, operational, work- 
ing, going, on the move, active, movable, mo- 
bile ©a moving book affecting, touching, 
poignant, heart-warming, heart-rending, emo- 
tional. disturbing, inspiring, inspirational, 
stimulating, stirring © the party's moving force 
driving, motivating, dynamic, stimulating, in- 
spirational. 

-opposites fixed, stationary 

mow ► verb she had mown the grass cut (down), 
trim, crop, clip. 

■ mow someono/somothlng down kill, gun 
down, shoot down, cut down, cut to pieces, 
butcher, slaughter, massacre, annihilate, wipe 
out; informal blow away 

much ► determiner did you get much help 7 a lot 
of, a great/good deal of, a great/large amount 
of, plenty of ample, copious, abundant, plenti- 
ful. considerable; informal lots of, loads of, heaps 
of, masses of. tons of. 

-opposites little. 

► adverb © it didn't hurt much: greatly, to a great 
extent/degree, a great deal, a lot. considerably, 
appreciably, ©does he come here much? often, 
frequently, many times, repeatedly, regularly, 
habitually, routinely, usually, normally, com- 
monly; informal a lot. 

► pronoun he did so much for our team: a lot, a 


great/good deal, plenty, informal lots, loads, 
heaps, masses 

■ much of a muchness ( informal) very similar, 
much the same, very alike, practically identi- 
cal 

muck ►noun ©111 just clean off the muck • dirt, 
gnme, filth, mud. slime, mess, informal crud, 
gunk, grunge, gloop, Bnt informal gunge, grot; N 
Amer informal guck, glop 0 spreading muck on the 
fields dung, manure, ordure, excrement, ex- 
creta, droppings, faeces, sewage. N Amer informal 
cow chip*, horse apples 

■ muck something up ( informal) make a mess 
of. mess up, bungle, spoil, rum, wreck, informal 
botch, make a hash of, muff, fluff, foul up, 
louse up, Bnt informal make a pig’s ear of, make 
a Horlicks of. N Amer informal goof up 

■ muck about/around ( Bnt informal) ©he was 
mucking about with his mates fool about/ 
around, play about/around, clown about/ 
around, footle about/around, informal mess 
about/around, horse about/around, lark 
(about/around) © someone's been mucking about 
with the video interfere, fiddle (about/around), 
play about/around, tamper, meddle, tinker; in- 
formal mess (about/around) 

mucky ►adjective dirty, filthy, gnmy, muddy, 
grubby, messy, soiled, stained, smeared, slimy, 
sticky, bespattered, informal cruddy, grungy. 
gloopy, Bnt informal gungy, grotty. Austral /NZ infor- 
mal scungy, poetic/ literary besmirched, begnmed, 
befouled 

-opposites clean. 

mud ►noun mire, sludge, ooze. silt, clay, dirt, 
soil 

muddle ► verb ©the papers have got muddled up 
confuse, mix up, jumble (up), disarrange, dis- 
organize, disorder, disturb, mess up 0it would 
only muddle you bewilder, confuse, bemuse, 
perplex, puzzle, baffle, nonplus, mystify 

► noun © the files are in a muddle mess, confusion, 
jumble, tangle, hotchpotch, mishmash, chaos, 
disorder, disarray, disorganization, N Amer 
hodgepodge ©a bureaucratic muddle bungle, 
mix-up, misunderstanding, infomial foul-up; N 
Amer mfomnal snafu 

■ muddle along/through cope, manage, get 
by/along, scrape by/along, make do 

muddled ►adjective ©a muddled pile of photo- 
graphs. jumbled, in a jumble, m a muddle, in a 
mess, chaotic, in disorder, in disarray, topsy- 
turvy, disorganized, disordered, disorderly, 
mixed up, at sixes and sevens; informal higgledy- 
piggledy ©she felt muddled confused, bewil- 
dered, bemused, perplexed, disorientated, dis- 
oriented, in a muddle, befuddled; N Amer infor- 
mal discombobulated. 0 muddled thinking: inco- 
herent, confused, muddleheaded, woolly 
-opposites orderly, clear, 
muddy ►adjective ©muddy ground, water- 
logged, boggy, marshy, swampy, squelchy, 
squishy, muclcy, slimy, spongy, wet, soft, 
heavy; archaic quaggy 0 muddy boots: mud- 
caked, muddied, dirty, filthy, mucky, grimy, 
soiled; poetic literary begrimed 0 muddy water 
murky, cloudy, muddied, turbid; N Amer riled, 
roily, ©a muddy pink: dingy, dirty, drab, dull, 
sludgy 

-opposites clean, clear. 

► verb ©don’t muddy your boots: make muddy, 
dirty, soil, spatter, bespatter; poetic/ literary be- 
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smirch, begnme © these results muddy the situ- 
ation • make unclear, obscure, confuse, obfiis- 
cate, blur, cloud, befog 
-opposites clarify 

muff ► verb ( informal) mishandle, mismanage, 
mess up, make a mess of. bungle, informal botch, 
make a hash of, fluff, foul up, louse up, Brit im 
formal make a pig’s ear of, make a Horlicks of, 
N Amer informal goof up 

muffle ► verb © everyone was muffled up in coats 
wrap (up), swathe, enfold, envelop, cloak, ©the 
sound of their footsteps was muffled deaden, dull, 
dampen, damp down, mute, soften, quieten, 
tone down, mask, stifle, smother 

muffled ► adjective indistinct, faint, muted, 
dull, soft, stifled, smothered 
-opposites loud 

mug 1 ►noun ©a china mug beaker, cup, tank- 
ard, glass, stein, flagon, dated seidel, archaic 
stoup © (informal) her ugly mug See face noun 
sense 1 Q(Bnt informal) he’s no mug See fool 
noun sense 1 

► verb ( informal ) he was mugged by three youths as- 
sault, attack, set upon, beat up, rob, informal 
jump, rough up, lay into, Brit informal duff up, 
do over 

mug 2 

■ mug something up ( informal ) she's mugging up 
the Highway Code ■ study, read up. cram, informal 
bone up (on), Brit informal swot, archaic con 

muggy ►adjective humid, close, sultry, sticky, 
oppressive, airless, stifling, suffocating, stuffy, 
clammy, damp, heavy, fuggy 
-opposites fresh 

mulish ► adjective obstinate, stubborn, pig- 
headed. recalcitrant, intransigent, unyielding, 
inflexible, bull-headed, stiff-necked, Bnt informal 
bloody-minded, bolshie 

mull 

■ mull something over ponder, consider, 
think over/about, reflect on, contemplate, turn 
over in one’s mind, chew over, cogitate on, 
give some thought to. archaic pore on 

multicoloured ► adjective kaleidoscopic. 
psychedelic, colourful, multicolour, many- 
coloured, many-hued, rainbow, jazzy, varicol- 
oured, vanegated, harlequin, polychromatic. 
-opposites monochrome 

multifarious ►adjective diverse, many, nu- 
merous, vanous, vaned, diversified, multiple, 
multitudinous, multiplex, mamfold, multifacet- 
ed, different, heterogeneous, miscellaneous, as- 
sorted, poetic/ literary myriad, divers. 

-opposites homogeneous 

multiple ►adjective numerous, many, vanous, 
different, diverse, several, mamfold. multifan- 
ous, multitudinous, poetic/ literary mynad, divers 
-opposites smgle. 

multiplicity ► noun abundance, scores, mass, 
host, array, variety, range, diversity, heterogen- 
eity, plurality, profusion; informal loads, stacks, 
heaps, masses, tons, poetic/ literary myriad 

multiply ►verb Qthrtr difficulties seem to be 
multiplying: increase, grow, become more nu- 
merous, accumulate, proliferate, mount up. 
mushroom, snowball, ©the rabbits have multi- 
plied: breed, reproduce, procreate. 

-oppositbs decrease. 


multitude ► noun © a multitude of birds a lot, 
a great/large number, a great/large quantity, 
host, horde, mass, swarm, abundance, profu- 
sion, scores, quantities, droves; informal slew, 
lots, loads, masses, stacks, heaps, tons, dozens, 
hundreds, thousands, millions. N Amer informal 
gazillions © Father Peter addressed the multitude 
crowd, gathenng, assembly, congregation, 
flock, throng, horde, mob, formal concourse 
© political power in the hands of the multitude the 
(common) people, the populace, the masses, 
the rank and file, the commonality, the com- 
monalty, the plebeians, the hoi polloi, the 
mob, the proletariat, the common herd, the 
rabble, the proles, the plebs 

multitudinous ►adjective numerous, many, 
abundant, profuse, prolific, copious, multifari- 
ous, innumerable, countless, numberless, infin- 
ite, poetic/ literary divers, mynad. 

mum 1 ► noun (Bnt mformaf) my mum looks after me 
See mother noun sense 1 

mum 2 ( informal) ► adjective he was keeping mum si 
lent, quiet, mute, dumb, tight-lipped, unforth- 
coming, reticent, archaic mumchance 
■ mum’s the word say nothing, keep quiet, 
don’t breathe a word, don’t tell a soul, keep it 
secret, keep it to yourself, keep it under your 
hat, informal don’t let on, keep shtum, don’t let 
the cat out of the bag 

mumble ►verb mutter, murmur, speak indis- 
tinctly, talk under one’s breath. 

mumbo-jumbo ►noun nonsense, gibberish, 
claptrap, rubbish, balderdash, blather, hocus- 
pocus, informal gobbledegook, double Dutch, 
argle-baigle 

munch ► verb chew, champ, chomp, masticate, 
crunch, eat, formal manducate 

mundane ►adjective ©her mundane life, hum 
drum, dull, bonng, tedious, monotonous, tire- 
some, weansome, unexciting, uninteresting, 
uneventful, unvarying, unremarkable, repeti- 
tive, repetitious, routine, ordinary, eveiyday, 
day-to-day. run-of-the-mill, commonplace, 
workaday: informal (plain) vanilla Qthe mundane 
world earthly, worldly, terrestrial, matenal, 
temporal, secular, poetic/ literary sublunary 
-opposites extraordinary, spiritual. 

municipal ►adjective civic, civil, metropol- 
itan. urban, city, town, borough 
-opposites rural 

municipality ►noun borough, town, city, 
district; N Amer precinct, township, Scottish 
burgh 

munificence ►noun generosity, bountiful- 
ness, open-handedness, magnanimity, lavish- 
ness, liberality, philanthropy, charitableness, 
largesse, big-heartedness, beneficence, poetic / 
literary bounty, bounteousness 

munificent ►adjective generous, bountiful, 
open-handed, magnanimous, philanthropic, 
princely, handsome, lavish, liberal, charitable, 
big-hearted, beneficent; poetic/ literary bounteous. 
-opposites mean 

murder ►noun ©a brutal murder killing, 
homicide, assassination, liquidation, extermin- 
ation. execution, slaughter, butchery, mas- 
sacre; manslaughter, poetic /literary slaying, ©(in- 
forms/) driving there was murder, hell (on earth), 
a nightmare, an ordeal, a trial, miseiy, torture, 
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agony 

► verb O someone tried to murder him kill, put/do 
to death, assassinate, execute, liquidate, elim- 
inate, dispatch, butcher, slaughter, massacre, 
wipe out, informal bump off, do in, do away 
with, knock off, blow away, blow someone’s 
brains out. take out. dispose of. N Amer informal 
ice, mb out, smoke, waste, poetic/ literary slay 
© (informal) Anna was murdering a Mozart sonata 
See mangle sense 2 © (informal) he murdered his 
oppment See trounce 

murderer y murderess ►noun killer, as- 
sassin. serial killer, butcher, slaughterer, informal 
hit man, hired gun, dated homicide, poetic /literary 
slayer 

murderous ►adjective Qa murderous attack 
homicidal, brutal, violent, savage, ferocious, 
fierce, vicious, bloodthirsty, barbarous, barbar- 
ic. fatal, lethal, deadly, mortal, death-dealing, 
archaic sanguinary © {informal) a murderous sched' 
ule arduous, gruelling, strenuous, punishing, 
onerous, exhausting, taxing, difficult, ngorous, 
informal killing, hellish 

murky ►adjective ©a murky winter afternoon 
dark, gloomy, grey, leaden, dull, dim, overcast, 
cloudy, clouded, sunless, dismal, dreary, bleak, 
poetic/ literary tenebrous © murky water dirty, 
muddy, cloudy, turbid, N Amer nled, roily 
©her murky past questionable, suspicious, sus- 
pect, dubious, dark, mysterious, secret, informal 
shady 

-opposites bright, cleai 

murmur ► noun ©his voice was a murmur whis 
per, undertone, mutter, mumble © there were 
murmurs in Tory ranks complaint, grumble, 
grouse, informal gripe, moan ©the murmur of 
bees hum, humming, buzz, buzzing, thrum, 
thrumming, dione, sigh, rustle, poetic/ literary su- 
surration, murmuiation 

► verb O he heard them murmuring in the hall mut 
ter, mumble, whisper, talk under one's breath, 
speak softly ©no one murmured at the delay 
complain, mutter, grumble, giouse, informal ' 
gnpe. moan ©the wind was murmuring through 
the trees rustle, sigh, burble, purl, poetic /literary 
whisper 

muscle ►noun ©I’ve pulled a muscle See lists 
©he had muscle but no brains strength, power, 
muscularity, brawn, burliness, informal beef, 
beefiness, poetic/ literary thew © financial muscle 
influence, power, strength, might, force, force- 
fulness. weight, informal clout 

-RELATED TERMS myo- 

■ muscle In ( informal) interfere with, force 
one’s way into, impose oneself on, encroach 
on, informal horn in on 

muscular ►adjective O muscular tissue fi 
brous, sinewy ©he’s very muscular strong, 
brawny, muscly, sinewy, powerfully built, well 
muscled, burly, strapping, sturdy, powerful, 
athletic. Physiology mesomorphic, informal hunky, 
beefy, poetic /literary thewy © a muscular economy 
vigorous, robust, strong, powerful, dynamic, 
potent, active 

muse 1 ►noun the poet's muse inspiration, cre- 
ative influence, stimulus, formal afflatus. See list 

muse 2 ►verb I mused on Toby's story ponder, 
consider, think over/about, mull over, reflect 
on, contemplate, turn over in one's mind, 
chew over, give some thought to, cogitate on. 


Human Muscles 

MUSCLE 

LOCATION 

biceps 

arm 

buccinator 

cheek 

deltoid 

shoulder 

detrusor 

bladder 

digastric 

jaw 

gastrocnemius 

leg 

gluteus 

buttock 

gracilis 

leg 

lliacus 

pelvis/groin 

intercostal 

ribs 

latissimus 

back 

masseter 

cheek/jaw 

obturator 

pelvis 

opponent muscle 

hand 

pectoral 

chest 

peroneal muscle 

leg 

psoas 

splne/grom 

quadriceps 

leg 

rectus (abdominis) 

abdomen 

rhomboideus 

shoulder 

sartorius 

leg 

scalenus 

neck/ribs 

soleus 

leg 

splenius 

neck/back 

temporalis 

jaw 

teres 

shoulder/arm 

trapezius 

neck/shoulders 

tnceps 

arm 


Types of Muscle 


abductor 

dilator 

pronator 

adductor 

elevator 

rotator 

agonist 

erector 

skeletal 

antagonist 

extensor 

sphincter 

constrictor 

flexor 

supinator 

depressor 

levator 


The Nine Muses 

MUSE 

art/science 

Calliope 

epic poetry 

Clio 

history 

Erato 

lyric poetry and hymns 

Euterpe 

flute playing 

Melpomene 

tragedy 

Polyhymnia 

mime 

Terpsichore 

lyric poetry and dance 

Thalia 

comedy 

Urania 

astronomy 


think, be lost in contemplation/thought. day- 
dream, archaic pore on 

mush ►noun ©some sort of greyish mush pap, 
pulp, slop, paste, pur&e, mash; informal gloop, 
goo, gook, N Amer informal glop, ©romantic 
mush- sentimentality, mawkishness. informal 
schmaltz, com, slush; N Amer informal slop, 
mushroom ► noun. See list at fungus. 

► verb ecotourism mushroomed in the 1980s • prolif 
erate, grow/develop rapidly, burgeon, spread, 
increase, expand, boom, explode, snowball, 
rocket, skyrocket; thrive, flourish, prosper 
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Types of Musk 

See also jazz. 


add house 

dancehal! 

acid rock 

death metal 

ambient 

dhrupad 

AOR 

disco * 

baggy 

dodecaphonic 

ballet music 

music 

barbershop 

doo-wop 

baroque 

drum and bass 

benga 

dub 

bel canto 

easy listening 

bhangra 

electro 

bluegrass 

flamenco 

blues 

folk 

boogie-woogie 

free jazz 

calypso 

funk 

chamber music 

funkadelic 

chant 

fusion 

choral music 

gagaku 

church music 

galant 

classical music 

gangsta (rap) 

comic opera 

garage 

contrapuntal 

glam rock 

music 

go-go 

country 

gospel 

country and 

Goth 

western 

grand opera 

country rock 

grunge 

cowpunk 

gumbo 

crossover 

harmolodics 

cumbia 

heavy metal 

dance floor 

high life 


hip hop 

opera 

honky-tonk 

opera buffa 

house 

opera seria 

Indie 

orbital 

Industrial 

orchestral musk 

Jazz 

Palm Court 

Jit 

parang 

Jive 

pibroch 

juju 

pogo 

jump blues 

pop 

jungle 

popular music 

klezmer 

progressive 

kwela 

psychedelic 

light opera 

psychobilly 

liturgical music 

punk 

marabi 

qawwali 

mariachi 

queercore 

mbaqanga 

ragamuffin 

mento 

ragga 

merengue 

ragtime 

minimalist music 

rai 

motet 

rap 

Motown 

rave 

multlculti 

reggae 

muslque concrete 

rhythm and blues 

New Age 

(R & B) 

New Romantic 

rock 

new wave 

rockabilly 

nortefio 

rock and roll 

oi 

rocksteady 

old-time 

sakkle-sakkie 


salsa 

serfaltem 

sijo 

ska 

skiffle 

soukous 

soca 

soul 

spiritual music 

surf 

swing 

symphonic music 
taarab 

talking blues 
tasso 
techno 
technofunk 
Tejano 
Tex-Mex 
thrash (metal) 
trance 
trip hop 
twelve-note/ 
twelve-tone 
music 
vocalese 
western swing 
world music 
zouk 



-opposites contract 

mushy ►adjective Qcook until the fruit is mushy 
soft, semi-liquid, pulpy, pappy, sloppy, 
spongy, squashy, squelchy, squishy, informal 
gooey, gloopy, Brit informal squidgy 0 a mushy 
film sentimental, mawkish, emotional, sac- 
channe, informal slushy, schmaltzy, weepy, 
corny, Bnt informal soppy, N Amer informal 
comball, sappy, hokey. three-hankie 
-opposites firm 

music ► noun. See lists here and at opera, tonic 
sol-fa 

musical ►adjective tuneful, melodic, melodi- 
ous. harmonious, sweet-sounding, sweet, mel- 
lifluous, euphonious, euphonic, rare mellifluent 
-opposites discordant 

► noun musical comedy See list 

musical Instrument ►noun See lists at 

brass, keyboard, orchestra, organ, percus 

SION, STRING, WIND 

musician ►noun player, performer, instru- 
mentalist. accompanist, soloist, virtuoso, maes- 
tro, histoncal minstrel See lists here and at con- 
ductor, COMPOSER, INSTRUMENTALIST, JAZZ, W LAY 
ER, OPERA, SINGER, VOICE 

musing ►noun meditation, thinking, contem- 
plation. deliberation, pondenng, reflection, ru- 
mination, introspection, daydreaming, reverie, 
dreaming, preoccupation, brooding, formal cogi- 
tation 

muss ►verb ( N Amer informal) ruffle, tousle, 
dishevel, rumple, mess up, make a mess of, 
disarrange, make untidy. 


Musical Forms 

See also DANCE. 


air 

4tude 

recitative 

anthem 

fantasia 

refrain 

aria 

fantasy 

requiem 

arietta 

finale 

rhapsody 

aubade 

fugue 

rlcercar 

bagatelle 

humoresque 

rondo 

ballad 

hymn 

round 

ballet 

Impromptu 

scherzo 

barcarole 

interlude 

septet 

canon 

intermezzo 

serenade 

canticle 

Lied 

sextet 

canzone 

lullaby 

shanty 

canzonetta 

madrigal 

sinfonla 

capricclo 

march 

sinfbnla 

carol 

rifess 

concertai 

cavatina 

motet 

Slngsplel 

chaconne 

movement 

solo 

chanson 

nocturne 

sonata 

chant 

octet 

sonatina 

chorale 

opera 

song 

chorus 

operetta 

spiritual 

concertino 

oratorio 

suite 

concerto 

overture 

symphonic 

concerto 

part-song 

poem 

grosso 

passacaglta 

symphony 

descant 

prelude 

toccata 

duet 

psalm 

trio 

entr'acte 

quartet 

variation 

entree 

quintet 
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Musical Directions 


T1KM 

TRANSUTIOM 

turn 

TRANSLATION 

abattuta 

return to strict time 

menomosso 

less quickly 
at half vocal strength 

acappeDa 

unaccompanied 

mezzavoce 

accel(erando) 

accelerating 

mezzo 

half 

adagtettt 

fairly slowly 

mezzo forte or rnf 

fairly towfly 

adagio 

ad (lb(ltum> 

slowly 
at will 

mezzo piano or mp 
moderate 

fairly softly 
at a moderate pace 

affettuoso 

tenderly 

mdto 

very 

agitato 

agitated 

morendo 

dying away 

affine 

to the end 

mosso 

tost and with animation 

allargando 

broadening 

moto 

motion 

allegretto 

fairly lively 

nlente 

gradually fading to nothing 

allegro 

lively 

nobUmente 

nobly 

al segno 

as far as the sign 

non troppo 

not too much 

amoroso 

tenderly 

obbligato 

not to be omitted 

andante 

moderately slow 

pariando 

In the manner of speech 

andantino 

slightly faster than andante 

ped. 

pedal 

animate 

spirited 

pesante 

heavily 

arco 

with the bow 

pianissimo orpp 

very soft 

arioso 

In a sustained singing style 

p(lano) 

soft 

assal 

very 

pW 

more 

a tempo 

In the original tempo 

pizzicato) 

plucked 

attacca 

continue without a pause 

poco 

a little 

Ws 

repeat 

portamento 

carrying one note Into the 

calando 

becoming quieter and slower 


next 

cantabUe 

In a smooth singing style 

prestissimo 

as fast as possible 

caprtedoso 

freely 

presto 

very fast 

coda 

final part of a movement 

rall(entando) 

slowing down 

collegno 

with the stick of the bow 

ravvtvando 

quickening 

conamore 

tenderly 

rtnforzando orrfz 

accentuated 

con brio 

with vigour 

ritfardando) 

slowing down 

conmoto 

with movement 

rftenuto 

suddenly more slowly 

confuoco 

fiery 

scherzando 

playfully 

con sordino 

with a mute 

segno 

sign 

crescendo) 

becoming louder 

sempllce 

simply 

da capo or DC 

from the beginning 

sempre 

always/througbout 

dal segno or DS 

from the sign 

sente 

without 

deerts^tndo) 

becoming quieter 

sf(oaando) or sft 

strongly accented 

dim{k»yindo) 

becoming quieter 

smonsndo 

dying away 

doke 

sweetly and softly 

sordino 

with a mute 

dolente 

sorrowfully 

sost(enuto) 

sustained 

dopplo 

double 

sottovooe 

In an undertone 

espresslvo 

with expression of feeing 

spiecato 

bouncing the bow on the 

(in* 

end (not at the end of the 


strings 


score) 

staccato} 

detached , 

In quicker time 

loudly 

stretto 

forte piano 

loudly and then immediately 

strfngendo 

foster and more intensely 

fortissimo or ft 

softly 

suMto 

immediately 

very loudly 

tapet 

voke/lnstroment remains 

for tow 

furiously and wildly 


silent 

gkttoso 

pteyfWV 

tanto 

too much 

gfissendo 

sliding 

tempo 

speed/beat 

iamododl 

in rite manner of 

tenfoto) f . 

‘h«d' 

larghetto 

largo 

fairly slowly 
very slowly 

tnaquffio ; ' 
trembiendo 

traerpiy 

* i. A- J* 

trtrouftng * 

feytto 

tied/smoothly 

troppo 

too much 

leggiero 

ffghtfy 

pa , 

aHplayenAinger* 

lento 

slowly 

unacorda . 

using toe soft pedsMon * 

wmmmm 

majestically 


, plwo) , 

marcato , 

accented 

vfuape 

kveiy - v .,,„ , ... 

manta 

march 

WWW 

tmeatatosi 

meno 

te*s 

* 1 - * * 

K ?* „,* * As* "+’ * V ~ n, ‘ 1 


m - < ' *, * y*- . 
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Musicals 

MUSICAL 

COMPOSER 

A Chorus Une 

Marvin Hamlish 

A Little Night Music 

Stephen SoncBielm 

Annie Get Your Gun 

Irving Berlin 

Boy Friend, The 

Sandy Wilson 

Brfgadoon 

Frederick Loewe 

Cabaret 

John Kander 

Camelot 

Frederick Loewe 

Carousel 

Richard Rodgers 

Cats 

Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Chess 

BJ5m Alvaeus/Benny 

Evtta 

Anderson 

Andrew Uoyd Webber 

Fiddler on the Roof 

Jerry Bock 

42nd Street 

Harry Warren 

Godspell 

Stephen Schwartz 

Grease 

Jim Jacobs/Warren Casey 

Guys and Dolls 

Frank Loesser 

Hair 

Galt MacOermot 

Hello Dolly 

Jerry Herman 

Jesus Christ, Superstar 

Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Joseph and the Amazing 

Andrew Uoyd Webber 

Technicolor Dreamcoat 

King and 1, The 

Richard Rodgers 

Kiss Me Kate 

Cole Porter 

Les Miserable* 

Claude-Mtchel Schdnberg 

Little Shop of Horrors, The 

Alan Menken 

Miss Saigon 

Ctaude-Michef Schdnberg 

My Fair Lady 

Frederick Loewe 

No. No. Nanette 

Vincent Youmans 

Oklahoma! 

Richard Rodgers 

Oliver! 

Lionel Bart 

Paint Your Wagon 

Frederick Loewe 

Phantom of the Opera. The 

Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Rocky Horror Show, The 

Richard O’Brien 

Show Boat 

Jerome Kern 

Sound of Music. The 

Richard Rodgers 

South Pacific 

Richard Rodgers 

Starlight Express 

Andrew Uoyd Webber 

Student Prince, The 

Sigmund Romberg 

Sweeney Todd 

Stephen Sondheim 

West Side Story 

Leonard Bernstein 

Wizard of Oz. The 

Harold Aden 


must 1 ► verb I must go • ought to, should, have 
(got) to, need to, be obliged to, be required to, 
be compelled to 

► noun ( informal) this video is a must not to be 
missed, very good, necessity, essential, require- 
ment, requisite 

must 2 ► noun a smell of must mould, mustiness , 
mouldiness, mildew, ftistiness 

muster ► verb O they mustered 50,000 troops as- 
semble, mobilize, rally, raise, summon, gather 
(together), mass, collect, convene, call up, call 
to arms, recruit, conscript; US draft; archaic levy 
©reporters mustered outside her house- congre 
gate, assemble, gather together, come to- 
gether. collect together, convene, mass, rally, 
formal foregather, ©she mustered her courage’ 
summon (up), screw up, call up, rally 

► noun the colonel called a muster, roll-call, assem- 
bly, rally, meeting, gathering, assemblage, con- 
gregation, convention; parade, review 

s pass muster be good enough, come up to 
standard, come up to scratch, measure up, be 
acceptable/adequate, fill/fit the bill; informal 
make the grade, come/be up to snuff. 


lyricist/ librettist 

Edward Kteban 

Bert Shevelove/tarry Gelbart 

Herbert and Dorothy Fields 

Sandy Wilson 

Alan Jay lemer 

Fred Ebb 

Alan Jay Lemer 

Oscar Hammerstein 

T. S. Eliot, adapted by Trevor Nunn 

Tim Rice 

Tim Rice 
Sheldon Hamick 
AlDubln 

Stephen Schwartz/John-Mkhsel Tebelak 

Jim Jacobs/Warren Casey 

Frank Loesser 

Gerome Ragni/James Rado 

Michael Steward 

Tim Rice 

Tim Rice 

Oscar Hammerstein 

Samuel and Bella Spewack 

Alain BoubHI/Jean-Marc Natel/Herbert Kretzmer 

Howard Ashman 

Alain BoubW/Rkhard Maltby Jr 

Alan Jay Lemer 

Otto Harbach 

Oscar Hammerstein 

Lionel Bart 

Alan Jay Lemer 

Charles Hart 

Richard O’Brien 

Oscar Hammerstein 

Oscar Hammerstein 

Oscar Hammerstein 

Richard Stllgoe 

Dorothy Donnelly 

Stephen Sondheim/Hugh Wheeler 

Stephen Sondheim 

L Frank Baum 

musty ►adjective ©the room smelled musty 
mouldy, stale, fusty, damp, dank, mildewy, 
smelly, stuffy, airless, unventilated, N Amer irb 
formal funky ©the play seemed musty : unori- 
ginal, uninspired, unimaginative, hackneyed, 
stale, flat, tired, banal, trite, clichSd, old- 
fashioned, outdated; informal old hat. 

-opposites fresh 

mutable ► adjective the mutable nature of fashion: 
changeable, variable, varying, fluctuating, 
shifting, inconsistent, unpredictable, incon- 
stant, uneven, unstable, protean; poetic/ literary 
fluctuant 

-opposites invariable 

mutant ►noun freak (of nature), deviant, 
monstrosity, monster, mutation. 

mutate ► verb change, metamorphose, evolve, 
transmute, transform, convert; humorous trans- 
mogrify 

mutation ►noun ©alteration, change, vari- 
ation, modification, transformation, metamor- 
phosis, transmutation; humorous transmogrifica- 
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niyers or instruments 


PLAYS* 

accordionist 

banjolst 

bassist 

bassoonist 

cellist 

clarinettist 

cometlst 

cymbalist 

drummer 

fiddler 

flautist 

guitarist 

harper 

harpist 

harpsichordist 
keyboardist 
lutenlst, lutlst 
lyrist 

mandoiinlst 

oboist 

organist 

percussionist 

pianist 

piper 

saxfct 

saxophonist 

tambourinlst 

timpanist 

trombonist 

trumpeter 

vlblst. vibraphonlst 

violinist 

violist 

xylophonist 


INSTRUMENT 

accordion 

banjo 

bass guitar or double bass 

bassoon 

cello 

clarinet 

comet 

cymbal 

drum 

violin 

flute 

guitar 

harp 

harp 

harpsichord 

keyboard 

lute 

lyre 

mandolin 

oboe 

organ 

percussion 

piano 

bagpipes 

saxophone 

saxophone 

tambourine 

timpani 

trombone 

trumpet 

vibraphone 

violin 

viola/viol 

xylophone 


tion ©a genetic mutation mutant, freak (of na- 
ture), deviant, monstrosity, monster 
mute ► adjective ©Yasmm remained mute silent, 
speechless, dumb, unspeaking, tight-lipped, 
taciturn, informal mum, archaic mumchance ©a 
mute appeal wordless, silent, dumb, unspoken, 
unvoiced, unexpressed ©the church was mute 
quiet, silent, hushed. Ohe was deaf and mute 
dumb, unable to speak, Medicine aphasic 
-opposites voluble, spoken 
► verb ©the noise was muted by the heavy curtains 
deaden, muffle, dampen, soften, quieten, stifle, 
smother, suppress. ©Bruce muted his criticisms 
restrain, soften, tone down, moderate, tem- 
per 

-opposites intensify 

mutod ►adjactlve ©the muted hum of traffic 
muffled, faint, indistinct, quiet, soft, low 
© muted tones: subdued, pastel, delicate, subtle, 
understated, restrained 

mutilate ► varb © the bodies had been mutilated' 
mangle, maim, disfigure, butcher, dismember; 
cnpple. ©the carved screen had been mutilated. 
vandalize, damage, deface, ruin, destroy, 
wreck, violate, desecrate, N Amer informal trash, 
mutinous ► affective rebellious, insubordin- 
ate, subversive, seditious, insurgent, insurrec- 
tionary, rebel, riotous. 

mutiny ► noun a mutiny over pay arrears : insur- 
rection. rebellion, revolt, not, uprising, msur- 


gence, insubordination 

► verb thousands of soldiers mutinied rise up, rebel, 
revolt, not, disobey/defy authonty, be insubor- 
dinate 

mutt ► noun ( informal ) ©a long-haired mutt mon 
grel, hound, dog, cur, Austral informal mong, bit- 
zer ©he pitied the poor mutt See fool noun 
sense 1 

mutter ► verb ©a group of men stood muttering 
talk under one s breath, murmur, mumble, 
whisper, speak in an undertone © back-benchers 
mutteted about the reshuffle grumble, complain, 
grouse, carp, whine, informal moan, gnpe, beef, 
whinge; Bnt informal chunter, N Amer informal 
kvetch 

mutual ► adjective reciprocal, reciprocated, re- 
quited, returned, common, joint, shared 
muzzle ► noun the dog’s velvety muzzle snout, 
nose, mouth, maw 

► verb attempts to muzzle the media gag, silence, 
censor, stifle, restrain, check, curb, fetter 

muzzy ►adjective ©she felt muzzy groggy, 
light-headed, famt, dizzy, befuddled, befogged, 
informal dopey, woozy ©a slightly muzzy picture 
blurred, bluny, fuzzy, unfocused, unclear, ill- 
defined, foggy, hazy 
-opposites clear 

myopic ►adjective ©a myopic patient short- 
sighted. near-sighted ©the government’s myopic 
attitude unimaginative, uncreative, unadventur- 
ous, narrow-minded, small-minded, short-term 
-opposites long-sighted, far-sighted 
myriad {poetic/ literary) ►noun myriads of insects 
multitude, a large/great number, a large/great 
quantity, scores, quantities, mass, host, droves, 
horde, informal lots, loads, masses, stacks, tons, 
hundreds, thousands, millions, N Amer informal 
gazillions 

► adjective the myriad lights of the city innumerable. 
countless, infinite, numberless, untold, unnum- 
bered. immeasurable, multitudinous, numer- 

, ous, poetic /literary divers 

mysterious ►adjective ©he vanished in mys- 
terious circumstances puzzling, strange, peculiar, 
curious, funny, queer, odd. weird, bizarre, mys- 
tifying, inexplicable, baffling, perplexing, in- 
comprehensible, unexplainable, unfathomable 
©he was being very mysterious enigmatic, in- 
scrutable, secretive, reticent, evasive, furtive, 
surreptitious 

-opposites straightforward 
mystory ►noun ©his death remains a mystery 
puzzle, enigma, conundrum, nddle, secret, (un- 
solved) problem, ©her past is shrouded in mys- 
tery secrecy, obscurity, uncertainty, mystique 
©a murder mystery thriller, detective story/ 
novel, murder story, informal whodunnit 
mystic, mystical ►adjective ©a mystic ex- 
perience: spiritual, religious, transcendental, 
paranormal, other-worldly, supernatural, oc- 
cult, metaphysical. © mystic ntes symbolic, 
symbolical, allegorical, representational, meta- 
phorical. 0 a figure of mystical significance, cryp- 
tic, concealed, hidden, abstruse, arcane, esoter- 
ic, inscrutable, inexplicable, unfathomable, 
mysterious, secret, enigmatic, 
mystify ^verb bewilder, puzzle, perplex, baf- 
fle. confuse, confound, bemuse, nonplus, 
throw. Informal flummox, stump, bamboozle, 
faze, fox. 
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Creatures from Mythology and 
Folklore 


See also giant, nymph. 


Abominable 

gnome 

serpent 

Snowman 

goblin 

Minotaur 

amphisbaena 

gorgon 

naga 

banshee 

Crendel 

ogre/ogress 

basilisk 

griffin 

ore 

Bkjfoot or 

harpy 

Pegasus 

Sasquatch 

hlppognff 

peri 

bugbear 

hobgoblin 

phoenix 

bunyip 

hobbit 

pixie 

centaur 

Hydra 

pooka 

Cerberus 

jinn 

roc 

Charybdis 

kelpie 

Scylla 

chimera 

kobold 

sea serpent 

cockatrice 

kraken 

selkie 

dragon 

kyiin 

sfmurg 

dwarf 

lamia 

siren 

dybbuk 

leprechaun 

sphinx 

elf 

leviathan 

taniwha 

erl-kJng 

Lilith 

Tiamat 

fairy 

Loch Ness 

tokoloshe 

firedrake 

monster 

troll 

Frankenstein's 

lycanthrope 

unicorn 

monster 

manticore 

vampire 

the Furies 

Medusa 

werewolf 

genie 

mermaid 

windigo 

giant/ 

merman 

wyvem 

giantess 

Midgard’s 

yeti 


mystique | mythology 

mystique ► noun charisma, glamour, ro- 
mance, mystery, magic, charm, appeal, allure 

myth ►noun O ancient Greek myths : (folk) tale, 
(folk) stoiy, legend, fable, saga, mythos, my- 
thus, lore, folklore Qthe myths surrounding 
childbirth misconception, fallacy, false notion, 
old wives' tale, fairy story/tale, fiction, informal 
(tall) story, cock and bull story 

mythical ►adjective 0 mythical beasts legend 
ary, mythological, fabled, fabulous, folklonc, 
fauy-tale, storybook, fantastical, imaginary, im- 
agined, fictitious Qher mythical child imagin 
ary, fictitious, make-believe, fantasy, invented, 
made-up, non-existent, informal pretend 

mythological ►adjective fabled, fabulous, 
folklonc, fairy-tale, legendary, mythical, myth- 
ic, traditional, fictitious, imaginary 

mythology ►noun myth(s), legend(s), folk- 
lore, folk tales/stones, lore, tradition See list 






nab ► verb (informal) catch, capture, apprehend, 
arrest, seize, informal nail, cop, pull in, pick up, 
Brit informal nick 

nabob ► noun very rich person, tycoon, mag- 
nate. millionaire, billionaire, multimillionaire. 
informal fat cat 

nadir ► noun the lowest point/level, the alb 
time low. the bottom, rock bottom, informal the 
pits 

-opposites zenith 

nag 1 ► verb O she's constantly nagging me harass, 
keep on at, go on at, badger, give someone a 
hard time, chivvy, hound, harry, criticize, find 
fault with, moan at, grumble at; henpeck, infor- 
mal hassle. N Amer informal nde, Austral informal 
heavy. © this has been nagging me for weeks 
trouble, worry, bother, plague, torment, nig- 
gle, prey on one’s mind, annoy, irritate, informal 
bug. aggravate 

► noun she's such a nag shrew, nagger, harpy, ter- 
magant. hamdan, archaic scold 

nag 2 ► noun she rode the old nag worn-out 
horse, old horse, hack; N Amer informal plug, 
crowbait. Austral /NZ informal moke, archaic jade 

nagging ► adjective ©his nagging wife shrew 
ish. complaining, grumbling, fault-finding, 
scolding, carping, criticizing ©a nagging pain 
persistent, continuous, niggling, unrelenting, 
unremitting, unabating 

nail ► noun © fastened with nails tack, spike, 
pin, nvet, hobnail Q biting her nails fingernail, 
thumbnail, toenail 
-RELATED TERMS Ungual 

► verb ©a board was nailed to the wall fasten, at- 
tach, fix, affix, secure, tack, hammer, pin 
© (informal) nailing suspects catch, capture, ap- 
prehend, arrest, seize, informal collar, nab. cop. 
pull in, pick up. Bnt informal nick ©the pictures 
had nailed the he expose, reveal, uncover, un- 
mask, bring to light, detect, identify 

■ hard as nails callous, hard-hearted, heart- 
less, unfeeling, unsympathetic, uncaring, in- 
sensitive, unsentimental, hardbitten, tough, 
lacking compassion 

■ on the nail immediately, at once, without 
delay, straight away, right away, promptly, dir- 
ectly, now, this minute. N Amer on the 
barrelhead 

naive ► adjective innocent, unsophisticated, art- 
less, ingenuous, inexperienced, guileless, un- 
worldly, trusting, gullible, credulous, imma- 
ture, callow, raw. green; informal wet behind the 
ears. 

-opposites worldly 

naivety ► noun innocence, ingenuousness, 
guilelessness, unworldliness, trustftilness, gulli- 
bility, credulousness, credulity, immaturity, 
callowness. 

naked ► adjective ©a naked woman - nude, bare, 
in the nude, stark naked, having nothing on, 
stripped, unclothed, undressed, in a state of 
nature; Informal without a stitch on, m one’s 
birthday suit, in the raw/buff, in the al- 


together, in the nuddy, mother naked, Bnt infor- 
mal starkers, N Amer informal buck naked ©a 
naked flame unprotected, uncovered, exposed, 
unguarded ©the naked branches of the trees. 
bare, barren, denuded, stripped, uncovered 
© I felt naked and exposed vulnerable, helpless, 
weak, powerless, defenceless, exposed, open to 
attack e the naked truth | naked hostility undis 
guised, plain, unadorned, unvarnished, un- 
qualified, stark, bald, overt, obvious, open, pa- 
tent, evident, apparent, manifest, unmistak- 
able, blatant 

-opposites clothed, covered 

nakedness ► noun ©she covered her nakedness 
nudity, state of undress, bareness ©the naked- 
ness of the landscape bareness, barrenness, 
starkness 

namby-pamby ► adjective weak, feeble, 
spineless, effeminate, effete, limp-wnsted, inef- 
fectual, informal wet, weedy, wimpy, sissy 

nama ► noun © her name’s Gemma designation, 
honorific, title, tag, epithet, label, mfomnal moni- 
ker. handle, formal denomination, appellation 
See list © the top names in the fashion industry ce 
lebrity, star, superstar, VIP, leading light, big 
name, luminary, expert, authority, mfomnal 
celeb, somebody, megastar, big noise, big shot, 
bigwig, big gun ©the good name of the firm 
reputation, character, repute, standing, stat- 
ure, esteem, prestige, cachet, kudos, renown, 
popularity, notability, distinction 
-related terms nominal, onomastic 

► verb ©they named the child Phoebe call, give a 
name to. dub, label, style, term, title, entitle: 
baptize, christen, formal denominate ©the 

.driver was named as Jason Penter identify, spe- 
cify © he has named his successor choose, select, 
pick, decide on. nominate, designate 


Types of Name 

See also nickname. 


agnomen 

hypocortsm 

personal 

alias 

last name 

name 

assumed 

maiden 

pet name 

name 

name 

place name 

baptismal 

metronymic/ 

professional 

name 

metronymic 

name 

brand name 

mkrotoponym 

proper name 

byname 

middle name 

proprietary 

Christian 

nickname 

name 

name 

nom de 

pseudonym 

code name 

guerre 

second 

cognomen 

nom de 

name 

cryptonym 

plume 

sobriquet 

family name 

nom de 

stage name 

first name 

theatre 

surname 

forename 

patronymic 

toponym 

given name 

pen name 

trade name 


named ► adjective ©a girl named Anne: called, 
by the name of, baptized, christened, known 
as, dubbed, entitled, styled, termed, labelled. 



575 


nameless | nasty 


Q named individuals specified, designated, iden' 
tified, cited, mentioned, singled out 
nameless ► adjective Qa nameless photograph - 
er unnamed, unidentified, anonymous, incog- 
nito, unspecified, unacknowledged, uncredited, 
unknown, unsung, uncelebrated Q nameless 
fears unspeakable, unutterable, inexpressible, 
indescribable, indefinable, vague, unspecified, 
unspecifiable 

namely ► adverb that is (to say), to be specific, 
specifically, viz, to wit. 

nanny ► noun the children's nanny, nursemaid, au 
pair, childminder, childcarer, governess, dated 
nurse 

► verb stop nannying me mollycoddle, cosset, cod- 
dle, wrap in cotton wool, baby, feather-bed, 
spoil, pamper, indulge, overindulge 

nap 1 ►verb they were napping on the sofa doze, 
sleep (lightly), take a nap, catnap, rest, take a 
siesta; informal snooze, snatch forty winks, get 
some shut-eye, Bnt informal have a kip, get some 
zizz, N Amer informal catch some Zs, catch a few 
Zs 

► noun she is talcing a nap (light) sleep, catnap, si- 
esta, doze, lie-down, rest, informal snooze, forty 
winks, shut-eye, Bnt informal kip, zizz 

■ catch someone napping catch off guard, 
catch unawares, (take by) surprise, catch out. 
find unprepared, informal catch someone with 
their trousers/pants down, Brit informal catch on 
the hop 

nap 2 ►noun the nap of the velvet pile, fibres. 

threads, weave, surface, grain 
nappy ► noun N Amer diaper, Bnt dated napkin 
narcissism ► noun vanity, self-love, self- 
admiration, self-absorption, self-obsession, con- 
ceit. self-centredness, self-regard, egotism, ego- 
ism. 

-opposites modesty 

narcissistic ►adjective vain, self-loving, self- 
adminng, self-absorbed, self-obsessed, conceit- 
ed, self-centred, self-regarding, egotistic, egotis- 
tical, egoistic 

narcotic ► noun soporific (drug), opiate, 
sleeping pill, painkiller, pam reliever, anal- 
gesic, anodyne, palliative, anaesthetic, tranquil- 
lizer, sedative, informal downer. Medicine stupefa- 
cient. 

► adjective soporific, sleep-inducing, opiate, pain- 
killing, pain-relievmg, analgesic, anodyne, an- 
aesthetic, tranquillizing, sedative, Medicine stu- 
pefaaent 

narked ► adjective (Bnt informal) See annoyed 
narrate ►veib TELL, relate, recount, describe, 
chronicle, give a report of. report, voice-over, 
narration ►noun Qa narration of post events 
account, narrative, chronicle, description, re- 
port, relation, chronicling Q hi s narration of the 
story * voice-over, commentary, 
narrative ►noun account, chronicle, hiscory, 
description, record, report, 
narrator ►noun Qthe narrator of ‘the Arabian 
Nights’: storyteller, teller of tales, relater, 
chronicler, romancer; raconteur, anecdotalist; 
Austral informal magsman. Qthe film’s narrator 
voice-over, commentator. 

-opposites listener, audience 
narrow ► adjective O the path became narrower. 
small, tapered, tapering, narrowing; archaic 


strait Q her narrow waist slender, slim, slight, 
spare, attenuated, thin. Qa narrow space m con 
fined, cramped, tight, restricted, limited, con- 
stricted. © a narrow range of products limited, 
restricted, circumscribed, small, inadequate, in- 
sufficient, deficient Qa narrow view of the 
world See narrow-minded Q nationalism in the 
narrowest sense of the word strict, literal, exact, 
precise. Qa narrow escape, by a very small mar 
gin, close, near, by a hair’s breadth; informal by a 
whisker 

-opposites wide, broad 

► verb the path narrowed | narrowing the gap between 
rich and poor get/become/make narrower, get/ 
become/ make smaller, taper, diminish, de- 
crease, reduce, contract, shrink, constrict, an 
chaic straiten 

narrowly ►adverb Qone bullet narrowly missed 
him (only) just, barely, scarcely, hardly, by a 
hair’s breadth; informal by a whisker Qshe 
looked at me narrowly: closely, carefully, search- 
mgly, attentively 

narrow-minded ►adjective intolerant, illib- 
eral, reactionaiy, conservative, parochial, pro- 
vincial, insular, small-minded, petty, blinkered, 
inward-looking, narrow, hidebound, preju- 
diced, bigoted, Bnt pansh-pump, blimpish, N 
Amer informal jerkwater 
-opposites tolerant 

narrows ►plural noun strait(s), sound, chan- 
nel, waterway, (sea) passage. 

nascent ►adjective just beginning, budding, 
developing, growing, embryonic, incipient, 
young, fledgling, evolving, emergent, dawning, 
burgeoning. 

nastiness ► noun Qmy mother tried to shut her 
self off from nastiness ■ unpleasantness, disagree- 
ableness, offensiveness, vileness, foulness 
Qher uncharacteristic nastiness unkindness, un- 
pleasantness, unfriendliness, disagreeableness, 
rudeness, churlishness, spitefulness, malicious- 
ness, meanness, ill temper, ill nature, vicious- 
ness, malevolence, informal bitchiness, cattiness 
©/ abhor such nastiness obscenity, indecency, 
offensiveness, crudity, vulgarity, pornography, 
smuttiness, lewdness, licentiousness 

nasty ►adjective Qa nasty smell . unpleasant, 
disagreeable, disgustmg, distasteful, awful, 
dreadful, horrible, terrible, vile, foul, abomin- 
able, frightful, loathsome, revolting, repulsive, 
odious, sickening, nauseating, repellent, repug- 
nant, horrendous, appalling, atrocious, offen- 
sive, objectionable, obnoxious, unsavoury, un- 
appetizing, off-putting, noxious, foul-smelling, 
smelly, stinking, rank, fetid, malodorous, 
mephitic; informal ghastly, homd, gruesome, dia- 
bolical, yucky, skanky. God-awful, gross; Bnt in- 
formal beastly, grotty, whiffy, pongy, niffy; N 
Amer informal lousy, ftinky; Austral informal on the 
nose; poetic/ literary miasmal, noisome Q the wea- 
ther turned nasty * unpleasant, disagreeable, foul, 
filthy, inclement; wet, stormy, cold, blustery 
©she can be really nasty, unkind, unpleasant, un- 
friendly, disagreeable, rude, churlish, spiteful, 
malicious, mean, ill-tempered, ill-natured, vi- 
cious, malevolent, obnoxious, hateful, hurtful, 
informal bitchy, catty, ©a nasty accident | a nasty 
cut • serious, dangerous, bad, awful, dreadful, 
terrible, severe; painful, ugly Qshe had the 
nasty habit of appearing unannounced * annoying, 
irritating, infuriating, disagreeable, unpleasant. 
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maddening, exasperating Qthey wrote nasty 
things on the wall obscene, indecent, offensive, 
crude, rude, dirty, filthy, vulgar, foul, gross, 
disgusting, pornographic, smutty, lewd, informal 
sick 

-opposites nice 

nation ►noun country, (sovereign/nation) 
state, land, realm, kingdom, republic, father 
land, motherland, people, race 

national ►adjective O national politics state, 
public, federal, governmental, civic, civil, do- 
mestic, internal 0 a national strike nationwide, 
countrywide, state, general, widespread 
-opposites local, international 

► noun a French national citizen, subject, native, 
voter 

nationalism ► noun patriotism, patriotic sen- 
timent, xenophobia, chauvinism, jingoism 

nationalistic ►adjective patriotic, national- 
ist, xenophobic, chauvinistic, jingoistic 

nationality ►noun Q British nationality ■ cm 
zenship See list at country Qall the main na- 
tionalities of Ethiopia ethnic group, ethnic mi- 
nority, tnbe, clan, race, nation 

nationwide ► adjective national, countrywide, 
state, general, widespread, extensive. 

-opposites local 

native ►noun a native of Sweden inhabitant, 
resident, local, citizen, national, aborigine, au- 
tochthon. formal dweller 
-opposites foreigner 

► adjective Qthe native population indigenous, ori- 
ginal, first, earliest, aboriginal, autochthonous 
0 native produce | native plants domestic, home- 
grown, homemade, local, indigenous 0 a na- 
tive instinct for politics innate, inherent, inborn, 
instinctive, intuitive, natural, hereditary, in- 
herited. congenital, inbred, connate, connat- 
ural O her native tongue mother, vernacular 
-opposites immigrant 

nativity ►noun birth, childbirth, delivery, for- 
mal parturition 

nattor ( Brit informal) ► verb they nattered away See 
chat verb 

► noun she rang up for a natter See chat noun 

natty ► adjective (informal) smart, stylish, fashion- 
able, dapper, debonair, dashing, spruce, well 
dressed, chic, elegant, trim, N Amer tng, informal 
snazzy, trendy, snappy, nifty, N Amer informal 
sassy, spiffy, fly. kicky 
-opposites scruffy 

natural ►adjective O® natural occurrence nor 
mal, ordinary, everyday, usual, regular, com- 
mon, commonplace, typical, routine, standard, 
established, customary, accustomed, habitual 
0 natural produce unprocessed, organic, pure, 
wholesome, unrefined, pesticide-free, additive- 
free 0AIex is a natural leader born, naturally 
gifted, untaught Ohu natural instincts innate, 
inborn, inherent, native, instinctive, intuitive, 
hereditary, inherited, inbred, congemtal, con- 
nate. connatural Qshe seemed very natural, un- 
affected, spontaneous, uninhibited, relaxed, 
unselfconscious, genuine, open, artless, guile- 
less. mgenuous, unpretentious, without airs 
Qit was quite natural to think she admired him 
reasonable, logical, understandable, (only) to 
be expected, predictable. Q (archaic) hi s natural 
son. illegitimate, bom out of wedlock, dated 


bom on the wrong side of the blanket, archaic 
bastard, misbegotten, basebom 
-opposites abnormal, artificial, affected. 

naturalist ►noun natural historian, life sci- 
entist, wildlife expert, biologist, botanist, zo- 
ologist, ornithologist, entomologist, ecologist, 
conservationist, environmentalist See list at zo 

OLOGIST 

naturalistic ►adjective realistic, real-life, 
true-to-life, lifelike, graphic, representational, 
photographic 
-opposites abstract 

naturalize ►verb Qhe was naturalized in 1950 
grant citizenship to, make a citizen, give a 
passport to, enfranchise 0 coriander has now 
been naturalized in southern Britain establish, 
introduce, acclimatize, domesticate, N Amer ac- 
climate 

naturally ►adverb Qhe’s naturally shy by na 
ture, by character, inherently, innately, con- 
genitally © try to act naturally normally, in a 
natural manner/ way, unaffectedly, spontan- 
eously, genuinely, unpretentiously, informal nat- 
ural 0 naturally, they wanted everything kept 
quiet of course, as might be expected, need- 
less to say, obviously, clearly, it goes without 
saying 

-opposites self-consciously 
naturalness ► noun unselfconsciousness, 
spontaneity, spontaneousness, straightforward- 
ness, genuineness, openness, ingenuousness, 
lack of sophistication, unpietentiousness 
nature ►noun Othe beauty of nature the nat 
ural world. Mother Nature. Mother Earth, the 
environment, the universe, the cosmos, wild- 
life, flora and fauna, the countryside Qsuch 
crimes are, by their very nature, difficult to hide es 
sence, inherent/basic/essential qualities, mher- 
ent/basic/essential features, character, com- 
plexion 0it was not in Daisy's nature to be bitchy 
character, personality, disposition, tempera- 
ment, make-up, psyche, constitution O experi- 
ments of a similar nature kind, sort, type, variety, 
category, ilk, class, species, genre, style, cast, 
order kidney, mould, stamp, N Amer stnpe 
naturlst ► noun nudist 
naught ►noun ( archaic ) nothing (at all), nil, 
zero, N English nowt, informal zilch, sweet Fanny 
Adams, sweet FA, Bnt informal damn all, not a 
sausage, N Amer informal zip, nada, diddly-squat, 
archaic nought 

naughty ►adjective Qa naughty boy badly be 
haved, disobedient, bad, misbehaved, misbe- 
having, wayward, defiant, unruly, insubordin- 
ate, wilful, delinquent, undisciplined, uncon- 
trollable. ungovernable, unbiddable, disorderly, 
disruptive, fractious, recalcitrant, wild, wicked, 
obstreperous, difficult, troublesome, awkward, 
contrary, perverse, incorrigible; mischievous, 
playful, impish, roguish, rascally; informal 
brattish, formal refractory 0 naughty jokes: in- 
decent, risque, rude, racy, nbald, bawdy, sug- 
gestive. improper, indelicate, indecorous, vul- 
gar, dirty, filthy, smutty, crude, coarse, ob- 
scene, lewd, pornographic; informal raunchy; Bnt 
informal fruity, saucy, N Amer informal gamy; eu- 
phemistic adult 

-opposites well behaved, decent 
nausea ►noun Q symptoms include nausea and a 
headache sickness, biliousness, queasiness; 
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vomiting, retching, gagging; travel-sickness, 
seasickness, carsickness, airsickness ©it in - 
duces a feeling of nausea ■ disgust, revulsion, re- 
pugnance. repulsion, distaste, aversion, loath- 
ing, abhorrence 

nauseate ► verb cause to f eel sick, sicken, 
make sick, turn someone’s stomach, make 
someone’s gorge nse, N Amer informal gross out 
nauseating ► adjective sickening, stomach- 
churning, nauseous, emetic, sickly, disgusting, 
revolting, offensive, loathsome, obnoxious, 
foul N Amer vomitous, informal sick-making, 
gross, gut-churning 

nauseous ► adjective O the food made her feel 
nauseous sick, nauseated, queasy, bilious, green 
about/at the gills, ill, unwell, seasick, carsick, 
airsick, travel-sick, N Amer informal barfy ©a 
nauseous stench See nauseating 
nautical ► adjective maritime, marine, naval, 
seafaring, boating, sailing 
navel ►noun O informal belly button, tummy 
button, Anatomy umbilicus © the navel of Byzan - 
tine culture centre, central pomt, hub, focal 
point, focus, nucleus, heart, core, poetic /literary 
omphalos 

-related terms umbilical, omphalo- 

navigable ► adjective passable, negotiable, 
traversable, clear, open, unobstructed, un- 
blocked 

navigate ► verb Q he navigated the yacht across 
the Atlantic steer, pilot, guide, direct, helm, 
captain. Nautical con, informal skipper. 0 the upper 
reaches are dangerous to navigate sail (across/ 
over), cross, traverse, negotiate QIV drive— 
you can navigate, map-read, give directions 
navigation ► noun Q the navigation of the ship 
steering, piloting, sailing, guiding, directing, 
guidance ©the skills of navigation helmsman 
ship, steersmanship, seamanship, map-reading, 
chart-reading 

navigator ► noun helmsman, steersman, pilot, 
guide. N Amer wheelman See list at explorer 
nawy ► noun labourer, manual worker, work- 
man worker, hand, coolie, roustabout. Austral / 
NZ rouseabout, archaic mechanic 
navy ► noun ©a 600 -ship navy fleet, flotilla, ar- 
mada 0 a navy suit' navy blue, dark blue, in- 
digo 

nay ► adverb or rather, (and) indeed, and even, 
m fact, actually, in truth 

near ►adverb ©her children all live near close 
(by), nearby, close/near at hand, in the neigh- 
bourhood, m the vicinity, at hand, within 
reach, on the doorstep, a stone’s throw away, 
informal within spitting distance, archaic nigh 
0 near perfect conditions: almost, just about, 
nearly, well-nigh, practically, virtually 

► preposition a hotel near the seafront close to. 
close by, a short distance from, in the vicinity 
of, in the neighbourhood of, within reach of, a 
stone’s throw away from; informal within spit- 
ting distance of 

► adjective Qthe nearest house: close, nearby, 
close/near at hand, at hand, a stone’s throw 
away, within reach, accessible, handy, conveni- 
ent; informal within spitting distance 0 the final 
judgement is near: imminent, in the offing, close/ 
near at hand, at hand, (just) round the comer, 
impending, looming. 0 a near relation: closely 


related, dose, i elated ©a near escape nar 
row, close, by a hair’s breadth; informal by a 
whisker 

-opposites far, distant 

► verb ©by dawn we were neanng Moscow ap 
proach, draw near/nearer to. get close/closer 
to, advance towards, close in on. ©the death toll 
is nearing 3,000 verge on. bolder on. approach 

nearby ► adjective one of the nearby villages not 
far away/off, close/near at hand, close (by), 
near, within reach, at hand, neighbouring, ac- 
cessible, handy, convenient 
-opposites faraway 

► adverb her mother lives nearby close (by), close/ 
near at hand, neai, a short distance away, in 
the neighbourhood, in the vicinity, at hand, 
within reach, on the doorstep, (just) round the 
comer 

nearly ► adverb almost, (just) about, more or 
less, practically, virtually, all but, as good as, 
not far off, well-nigh, to all intents and pur- 
poses, not quite, informal pretty much, pretty 
well 

near miss ►noun close thing, near thing, 
narrow escape, informal close shave 
nearness ►noun ©the town’s nearness to Rome 
closeness, proximity, propinquity, accessibil- 
ity, handiness, archaic vicinity ©the nearness of 
death imminence, closeness, immediacy 
near-sighted ►adjective short-sighted, my- 
opic 

neat ► adjective © the bedroom was neat and clean 
tidy, orderly, well ordered, m (good) order, 
shipshape (and Bristol fashion), in apple-pie 
order, spick and span, uncluttered, straight, 
tnm ©he's very neat smart, spruce, dapper, 
tnm, well groomed, well turned out, N Amer 
trig; informal natty ©her neat script well 
formed, regular, precise, elegant, well propor- 
tioned ©this neat little gadget compact, well 
designed, handy, Bnt informal dinky ©his neat 
footwork skilful, deft, dexterous, adroit, adept, 
expert, informal nifty ©a neat solution clever, 
ingenious, inventive ©neat gin undiluted, 
straight, unmixed. N Amer informal straight up. 
© (N Amer informal) we had a really neat time See 
wonderful 
-opposites untidy 

neaten ►verb tidy (up), make neat/neater, 
straighten (up), smarten (up), spruce up, put in 
order, N Amer informal fix up 

neatly ► adverb © neatly arranged papers tidily, 
methodically, systematically, smartly, sprucely 
0 the potnt was neatly put cleverly, aptly, ele- 
gantly ©a neatly executed header skilfully, 
deftly, adroitly, adeptly, expertly 
neatness ►noun Qthe neatness of the cottage 
tidiness, orderliness, trimness, spruceness, 
smartness, ©the neatness of her movements 
grace, gracefulness, nimbleness, deftness, dex- 
terity, adroitness, agility 

nebulous ►adjective ©the figure was nebulous- 
indistinct, indefinite, unclear, vague, hazy, 
cloudy, fuzzy, misty, blurred, blurry, foggy, 
faint, shadowy, obscure, formless, amorphous 
© nebulous ideas - vague, ill-defined, unclear, 
hazy, uncertain, indefinite, indeterminate, im- 
precise, unformed, muddled, confused, am- 
biguous. 

-opposites clear. 
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necessarily ► adverb as a consequence, as a 
result, automatically, as a matter of course, 
certainly, surely, definitely, incontrovertibly, 
undoubtedly, inevitably, unavoidably, mescap- 
ably, ineluctably, of necessity, formal perforce 
necessary ► adjective Q planning permission is 
necessary obligatory, requisite, required, com- 
pulsory, mandatory, imperative, needed, de ri- 
gueur, essential, indispensable, vital 0 a neces - 
sary consequence inevitable, unavoidable, in- 
escapable, inexorable, ineluctable, piedeter- 
mined, preordained 

► noun ( informal) could you lend me the necessary > See 
money sense 1 

necessitate ► verb make necessary, entail, 
involve, mean, require, demand, call for, be 
grounds for. warrant, constrain, force 
necessitous ► adjective needy, poor, short of 
money, disadvantaged, underprivileged, in 
straitened circumstances, impovenshed, pov- 
erty-stricken. penniless, impecunious, destitute, 
pauperized, indigent, Brit on the breadline, 
without a penny to one’s name, informal on 
one’s uppeis, hard up, without two pennies to 
rub togethei. Brit informal in Queer Street, formal 
penurious 

-opposites wealthy 

necessity ► noun Q the VCR is now regarded as 
a necessity essential, indispensable item, le- 
quisite, prerequisite, necessary, basic, sine qua 
non, desideratum Q political necessity forced him 
to resign force of circumstance, obligation, 
need, call, exigency, force majeure 0thc neces- 
sity of growing old inevitability, certainty, m- 
escapability, inexorability, ineluctability 0 ne- 
cessity made them steal poverty, need, needi- 
ness. want, deprivation, privation, penury, des- 
titution, indigence 

■ of necessity necessarily, inevitably, un- 
avoidably, inescapably, ineluctably, as a mattei 
of course, naturally, automatically, certainly, 
surely, definitely, incontrovertibly, undoubted- 
ly; formal perforce 

neck ► noun technical cervix, archaic, informal scrag 
-related terms cervical, jugulai 

► verb (informal) kiss, caress, pet, informal smooch, 
canoodle, Bnt informal snog. N Amer informal make 
out, informal, dated spoon 

■ neck and neck level, equal, tied, side by 
side, Bnt level pegging, informal even-steven(s) 

necklace ►noun chain, choker, necklet, 
beads, pearls, pendant, locket, histoncal tore 
necromancer ►noun sorcerer, sorceress, 
(black) magician, wizard, warlock, witch, en- 
chantress. occultist, diviner, spiritualist, me- 
dium 

necromancy ►noun sorcery, (black) magic, 
witchcraft, witchery, wizardry, the occult, oc- 
cultism, voodoo, hoodoo, divination, spiritual- 
ism 

necropolis ► noun cemetery, graveyard, 
churchyard, bunal ground, informal boneyard, 
histoncal potter’s field, archaic God’s acre. 
n6e ►adjective Jill Wyatt, nee Peters' born, for- 
merly, previously, formal heretofore 
need ►verb Qdo you need money? require, be 
in need of, have need of, want, be crying out 
for. be desperate for, demand, call for, necessi- 
tate, entail, involve, lack, be without, be short 
of. Qyou needn’t come have to, be obliged to. 


be compelled to 0shc needed him so much 
yearn for, pine for, long for, desire, miss 

► noun O there's no need to apologize necessity, ob- 
ligation, requirement, call, demand 0 basic 
human needs requirement, essential, necessity, 
want, requisite, prerequisite, demand, desider- 
atum 0 their need was particularly pressing 
neediness, want, poverty, deprivation, priva- 
tion, hardship, destitution, indigence ©my 
hour of need difficulty, trouble, distress, crisis, 
emergency, urgency, extremity 

■ In need needy, necessitous, deprived, disad- 
vantaged, underprivileged, poor, impoverished, 
poverty-stricken, destitute, impecunious, indi- 
gent; Bnt on the breadline, formal penurious 

needed ►adjective necessary, required, want- 
ed, desired, lacking, essential, requisite, com- 
pulsory, obligatory, mandatory 
-opposites optional 

needful ►adjective (formal) necessary, needed, 
required, requisite, essential, imperative, vital, 
indispensable 

needle ►noun Qu needle and thread damei, 
bodkin 0the virus is transmitted via needles 
hypodermic needle, informal hype, spike 0 th e 
needle on the meter indicator, pointer, marker, 
arrow, hand O put the needle on the record sty 
lus 

► verb ( informal) he needled her too much See annoy 

needless ► adjective unnecessary, inessential, 
non-essential, unneeded, undesired, unwanted, 
uncalled for, gratuitous, pointless, dispensable, 
expendable, superfluous, redundant, excessive, 
supereiogatory 
-opposites necessary 

■ needless to say of course, as one would 
expect, not unexpectedly, it goes without say- 
ing. obviously, naturally, informal natch 

needlework ►noun sewing, stitching, em- 
broidery, needlepoint, needlecraft, tapestry, 
crewel work See list at sewing 

needy ► adjective poor, deprived, disadvan- 
taged, underprivileged, necessitous, in need, 
needful, hard up, in straitened circumstances, 
poveity-stncken. indigent, impovenshed, pau- 
penzed, destitute, impecunious, penniless, 
moneyless, Bnt on the breadline, informal on 
one’s uppers, broke, strapped (for cash), with- 
out two pennies to rub together, Bnt informal 
skint, stony broke, m Queer Street, N Amer in- 
formal stone broke, formal penunous 
-opposites wealthy 

ne v er-do-well ►noun good-for-nothing, lay- 
about, loafer, idler, shirker, sluggard, slugabed, 
drone, informal waster, lazybones. Bnt informal 
skiver; N Amer informal bum, gold bnck, archaic 
wastrel 

nefarious ►adjective wicked, evil, sinful, ini- 
quitous, egregious, heinous, atrocious, vile, 
foul, abominable, odious, depraved, monstrous, 
fiendish, diabolical, unspeakable, despicable, 
villainous, criminal, corrupt, illegal, unlawful, 
dated dastardly 
-OPPOSITES good 

negate ►verb Qthey negated the court’s ruling 
invalidate, nullify, neutralize, cancel, undo, re- 
verse, annul, void, revoke, rescind, repeal, re- 
tract, countermand, overrule, overturn. Law 
avoid; formal abrogate. Qhe negates the political 
nature of education: deny, dispute, contradict. 
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controvert, refute, rebut, reject, repudiate, for- 
mal gainsay 

-opposites validate, confirm 

negation ► noun Q negation of the findings de 
nial, contradiction, repudiation, reftitation, re- 
buttal, nullification, cancellation, revocation, 
repeal, retraction; Law disaffirmation, formal ab- 
rogation © evil is not just the negation of goodness 
opposite, reverse, antithesis, contrary, inverse, 
converse, absence, want 

negative ► adjective Qa negative reply oppos 
ing, opposed, contrary, anti-, dissenting, dissen- 
tient, saying ‘no’, m the negative ©stop being 
so negative pessimistic, defeatist, gloomy, cynic- 
al, fatalistic, dismissive, antipathetic, unenthu- 
siastic, uninterested, unresponsive ©a negative 
effect on the economy harmful, bad, adverse, 
damaging, detrimental, unfavourable, disad- 
vantageous 

-opposites positive, optimistic, favourable 

► noun he murmured a negative no\ refusal, rejec- 
tion, veto, dissension, contradiction, denial 

► verb O the bill was negatived by the house reject, 
turn down, refuse, veto, squash, informal give 
the thumbs down to ©his arguments were 
negatived disprove, belie, invalidate, refiite, 
rebut, discredit, contradict, deny, negate, formal 
gainsay © they tried to negative the effect of the 
tax neutralize, cancel out, counteract, nullify, 
negate, offset, balance, counterbalance 
-opposites ratify, prove 

negativity ► noun pessimism, defeatism, 
gloom, cynicism, hopelessness, despan, des- 
pondency, apathy, indifference 

neglect ►verb ©she neglected the children fail 
to look after, leave alone, abandon, poetic/ 
literary forsake ©he’s neglecting his work pay no 
attention to let slide, not attend to, be remiss 
about, be lax about, leave undone, shirk 
© don’t neglect our advice disregard, ignore, pay 
no attention to. take no notice of, pay no heed 
to, overlook, disdain, scorn, spurn ©f neglected 
to inform her fail, omit, forget 
-opposites chensh, heed, remember 

► noun O the place had an air of neglect disrepair, 
dilapidation, deterioration, shabbiness, disuse, 
abandonment ©her doctor was guilty of neglect 
negligence, dereliction of duty, remissness, 
carelessness, heedlessness, unconcern, laxity, 
slackness, irresponsibility, formal delinquency 
©the relative neglect of women disregard, ignor- 
ing, overlooking, inattention to, indifference 
to. heediessness to 

-opposites care, attention 

neglected ►adjective o neglected animals. 
uncared for, abandoned, mistreated, maltreat- 
ed, poetic/ literary forsaken ©a neglected cottage 
derelict, dilapidated, tumbledown, ram- 
shackle, untended ©a neglected masterpiece of 
prose disregarded, forgotten, overlooked ig- 
nored, unrecognized, unnoticed, unhung, 
underestimated, undervalued, unappreciated 

neglectful ► adjective. See negligent 

negligent ► adjective neglectful, remiss, care- 
less, lax, irresponsible, inattentive, heedless, 
thoughtless, unmindful, forgetful; slack, 
sloppy; N Amer derelict, formal delinquent 
-opposites dutiful. 

negligible ► adjective trivial, trifling, insignifi- 
cant. unimportant, minor, inconsequential; 


minimal, small, slight, inappreciable, infinitesi- 
mal, nugatory, petty, paltry, inadequate, insuf- 
ficient, meagre, pitiful, informal minuscule, pid- 
dling, measly, poxy, formal exiguous. 

-opposites significant 

negotiable ►adjective Qthe salary will be nego- 
tiable open to discussion, discussable, flexible, 
open to modification, unsettled, undecided, 
©the path was negotiable passable, navigable, 
crossable, traversable, clear, unblocked, unob- 
structed Q negotiable cheques transferable, 
valid 

negotiate ►verb ©she refused to negotiate dis- 
cuss terms, talk, consult, parley, confer, de- 
bate, compromise, mediate, intercede, arbi- 
trate, moderate, conciliate, bargain, haggle 
©he negotiated a new contract arrange, broker, 
work out, thrash out, agree on, settle, clinch, 
conclude, pull off, bring off, transact, informal 
sort out. swing ©J negotiated the obstacles get 
round, get past, get over, clear, cross, sur- 
mount, overcome, deal with, cope with 
negotiation ►noun ©the negotiations resume 
next week discussion(s), talks, deliberations, 
conference, debate, dialogue, consultation, me- 
diation, arbitration, conciliation Qthe negoti- 
ation of the deal arrangement, brokering, settle- 
ment. conclusion, completion, transaction 
negotiator ►noun mediator, arbitrator, arbi- 
ter, moderator, go-between, middleman, inter- 
mediary, intercessor, intervener, conciliator, 
representative, spokesperson, broker, bargain- 
er 

neigh ► verb whinny, bray, nicker, snicker, 
whicker 

neighbourhood ►noun ©a quiet neighbour- 
hood district, area, locality, locale, quarter, 
community, part, region, zone, informal neck of 
the woods; Bnt informal manor, N Amer informal 
hood, nabe © in the neighbourhood of Canterbury 
vicinity, environs, purlieus, precincts, vicinage 
■ in the neighbourhood of approximately, 
about, around, roughly, m the region of, of the 
order of. nearly, almost, close to, just about, 
practically, there or thereabouts, circa, Bnt get- 
ting on foi 

neighbouring ►adjective adjacent, adjoin- 
ing, bordering, connecting, abutting, proxim- 
ate, near, close (at hand), next-door, nearby, in 
the vicinity, vicinal 
-opposites remote 

neighbourly ► adjective obliging, helpful, 
friendly, kind, amiable, amicable, affable, gen- 
ial, agreeable, hospitable, companionable, well 
disposed, civil, cordial, good-natured, nice, 
pleasant, generous, considerate, thoughtful, 
unselfish, Bnt informal decent 
-opposites unfriendly 

nemesis ► noun Q this could be the bank’s nem- 
esis downfall, undoing, ruin, ruination, de- 
struction, Waterloo, ©the nemesis that his crime 
deserved retribution, vengeance, punishment, 
just deserts; fate, destiny 
neologism ► noun NEW word, new expression, 
new term, new phrase, coinage; made-up word, 
nonce-word 

neophyte ► noun O a neophyte of the monastery 
novice, novitiate, postulant, catechumen 
©cooJdng classes are offered to neophytes' begin 
ner, learner, novice, newcomer; initiate, tyro, 
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fledgling, trainee, apprentice, probationer, N 
Amer tenderfoot, informal rookie, newbie, newie, 
N Amer informal greenhorn 
ne plus ultra ► noun THE last word, the ul- 
timate, the perfect example, the height, the 
acme, the zenith, the epitome, the quintes- 
sence, archaic the nonsuch 
nepotism ► noun favouritism, preferential 
treatment, the old boy network, looking after 
one’s own, bias, partiality, partisanship, Bnt 
jobs for the boys, the old school tie 
-opposites impartiality 

nerd ► noun (informal) bore, informal dork, dweeb, 
geek, Bnt informal anorak, spod, N Amer informal 
Poindexter 

nerve ►noun Qthe nerves that transmit pain 
nerve fibre, neuron, axon, Physiology dendnte 
See list Qthe match will be a test of nerve confi 
dence, assurance, cool-headedness, self-posses- 
sion, courage, bravery, pluck, boldness, intrep- 
idity, fearlessness, daring, determination, will 
power, spirit, backbone, fortitude, mettle, grit, 
stout-heartedness, informal guts, spunk, Bnt infor- 
mal bottle, N Amer informal moxie ©he had the 
nerve to chat her up audacity, cheek, effrontery, 
gall, temerity, presumption, boldness, brazen- 
ness. impudence, impertinence, arrogance, 
cockiness, informal face, front, brass neck, chutz- 
pah. Brit informal sauce © pre-wedding nerves anx 
iety, tension, nervousness, stress, worry, cold 
feet, apprehension, informal butterflies (in one’s 
stomach), collywobbles, the jitters, the shakes, 
Bnt informal the (screaming) abdabs 
-related TERMS neural, neuro- 

■ get on someone's nerves irritate, annoy, 
irk, anger, bother, vex, provoke, displease, ex- 
asperate, infuriate, gall, pique, needle, ruffle 
someone's feathers, try someone's patience, jar 
on. grate on, rankle, Bnt rub up the wrong 
way. informal aggravate, get to, bug, miff, peeve, 
nie. nettle, get up someone’s nose, hack off. 
get someone’s goat, Bnt informal nark, get on 
someone’s wick, wind up 

■ nerve oneself brace oneself, steel oneself, 
summon one’s courage, gear oneself up, pre- 
pare oneself, fortify oneself, informal psych one- 
self up. poetic/ literary gird one’s loins 

nerveless ►adjective Qher nerveless fingers 
inert, lifeless, weak, powerless, feeble ©a 
nerveless lack of restraint confident, self-con- 
fident, self-assured, self-possessed, cool, calm, 
{cool, calm, and collected), composed, relaxed 
-opposites nervous 

nerve-racking ► adjective stressful, anx- 
ious, worrying, fraught, nail-biting, tense, diffi- 
cult. trying, womsome, daunting, frightening, 
informal scary, hairy. 

nervous ►adjective ©a nervous woman highly 
strung, anxious, edgy, tense, nervy, excitable, 
skittish, brittle, neurotic; timid, mousy, shy, 
fearful, informal jumpy ©he was so nervous he 
couldn’t eat anxious, worried, apprehensive, on 
edge, edgy, tense, stressed, agitated, uneasy, 
restless, worked up, keyed up. overwrought, 
fearful, frightened, scared, shaky, in a cold 
sweat; informal with butterflies in one’s stomach, 
jittery, twitchy, jumpy, in a state, uptight, 
wired, in a flap, het up, Bnt informal strung up, 
having kittens. N Amer informal spooky, squirrel- 
ly. ©a nervous disorder, neurological, neural. 
-opposite s relaxed, calm. 


Parts of the Human Nervous 
System 


abducens nerve 
accessory nerve 
autonomic nervous 
system 
brain 

central nervous system 
cranial nerves 
femoral nerve 
glossopharyngeal nerve 
hypoglossal nerve 
motor nerves 
nerve cell/neurone 
oculomotor nerve 
olfactory nerve 
optic nerve 
parasympathetic 
nervous system 


peripheral nervous 
system 

peroneal nerve 
radial nerve 
sciatic nerve 
sensory nerves 
solar plexus 
spinal cord 
spina) nerves 
sympathetic nervous 
system 
tibial nerve 
trfgemlnal/trifacta! 
nerve 

trochlear nerve 
ulnar nerve 

vestibulocochlear nerve 


nervous breakdown ► noun (mental) col 

lapse, breakdown, crisis, trauma, nervous ex- 
haustion, mental illness; informal crack-up 
nervousness ►noun anxiety, edgmess. ten- 
sion. agitation, stress, worry, apprehension, un- 
easiness, disquiet, fear, trepidation, perturb- 
ation. alarm, Bnt nerviness, informal butterflies 
(in one's stomach), collywobbles, the jitters, 
the willies, the heebie-jeebies, the shakes, Bnt 
informal the (screaming) abdabs 
nervy ► adjective. Sec nervous senses 1 , 2 
nest ► noun O the birds built a nest roost, eyne 
©the animals disperse rapidly from the nest lair, 
den, burrow, set ©a cosy love nest hideaway, 
hideout, retreat, shelter, refuge, snuggery, den, 
informal hidey-hole ©a nest of intrigue hotbed, 
den. breeding ground, cradle, 
nest egg ►noun (life) savings, cache, funds, 
reserve 

nestle ► verb snuggle, cuddle, huddle, nuzzle, 
settle, burrow, snug down 
nestling ► noun chick, fledgling, baby bird 
net 1 ► noun Q fishermen mending their nets fish 
ing net, dragnet, drift net, trawl net, landing 
net, gill net, cast net © a dress of green net net 
ting, meshwork, webbing, tulle, fishnet, open- 
work, lace, latticework ©he managed to escape 
the net trap, snare. 

► verb they netted big criminals catch, capture, 
trap, entrap, snare, ensnare, bag, hook, land, in- 
formal nab, collar 

net 3 ►adjective ©net earnings after tax, after 
deductions, take-home, final; informal bottom 
line ©the net result' final, end, ultimate, clos- 
ing, overall, actual, effective 
-opposites gross 

► verb she netted £50,000 earn, make, get, gam, 
obtain, acquire, accumulate, take home, bring 
m. pocket, realize, be paid; informal rake in 

nether ► adjective lower, low. bottom, bottom- 
most, under, basal; underground 
-opposites upper. 

netherworld ►noun hell, the underworld, 
the infernal regions, the abyss; eternal damna- 
tion, perdition; Hades. Acheron, Gehenna. To- 
phet, Sheol; poetic/ literary the pit. 

-oppositbs heaven. 
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nettle ► verb irritate, annoy, irk, gall, vex, 
anger, exasperate, infuriate, provoke, upset, 
displease, offend, affront, pique, get on some- 
one’s nerves, try someone’s patience, ruffle 
someone’s feathers, Bnt rub up the wrong way, 
N Amer rankle, informal peeve, aggravate, miff, 
nle, needle, get to, bug, get up someone’s 
nose, hack off, get someone’s goat. Bnt informal 
nark, get on someone’s wick, wind up, N Amer 
informal tick off 

network ►noun Qa network of arteries web, 
lattice, net, matrix, mesh, cnss-cross, gnd, re- 
ticulum, reticulation. Anatomy plexus 0 a net- 
work of lanes maze, labyrinth, warren, tangle 
0 a network of friends system, complex, nexus, 
web 

neurosis ► noun mental illness, mental dis- 
order, psychological disorder, psychoneurosis, 
psychopathy, obsession, phobia, fixation, Medi- 
cine neuroticism 

neurotic ►adjective O ( Medicine ) neurotic pa- 
tients mentally ill, mentally disturbed, un- 
stable, unbalanced, maladjusted, psychopathic, 
phobic, obsessive-compulsive 0 a neurotic, self- 
obsessed woman over-anxious, oversensitive, 
nervous, tense, nervy, highly strung, paranoid, 
obsessive, fixated, hysterical, overwrought, ir- 
rational, informal twitchy 
-opposites stable, calm 

neuter ►adjective asexual, sexless, unsexed, 
androgynous, epicene 

► verb have your pets neutered sterilize, castrate, 
spay, geld, cut, fix, desex, N Amer & Austral 
alter, Bnt informal doctor, archaic emasculate 

neutral ►adjective O she’s neutral on this issue 
impartial, unbiased, unprejudiced, objective, 
open-minded, non-partisan, disinterested, dis- 
passionate, detached, impersonal, unemotional, 
indifferent, uncommitted 0 Switzerland re- 
mained neutral unaligned, non-aligned, unaffili- 
ated, unallied, uninvolved, non-combatant ©a 
neutral topic of conversation inoffensive, bland, 
unobjectionable, unexceptionable, anodyne, 
unremarkable, ordinary, commonplace, safe, 
harmless, innocuous Qa neutral background 
pale, light, beige, cream, taupe, oatmeal, ecru, 
buff, fawn, grey, colourless, uncoloured, achro- 
matic, indeterminate, insipid, nondescript, 
dull, drab 

-opposites biased, partisan, provocative, col- 
ourful 

neutralize ► verb counteract, offset, counter- 
balance, balance, counterpoise, countervail, 
compensate for, make up for, cancel out, nul- 
lify, negate, negative, equalize 

never ►adverb Qhis room is never tidy not 
ever, at no time, not at any time, not once, 
poetic I literary ne’er ©she will never agree to it not 
at all, certainly not. not for a moment, under 
no circumstances, on no account, informal no 
way, not on your life, not in a million years, 
Bnt informal not on your nelly 
-opposites always, definitely 

never-ending ► adjective Q never-ending noise 
incessant, continuous, unceasing, ceaseless, 
constant, continual, perpetual, uninterrupted, 
unbroken, steady, unremitting, relentless, per- 
sistent, interminable, non-stop, endless, unend- 
ing, everlasting, eternal, ©never-ending tasks 
endless, countless, innumerable, untold, un- 


limited. limitless, boundless, poetic/ literary myr- 
iad 

never-never 

■ the never-never ( Bnt informal) See hire pur 
chase 

nevertheless ► adverb nonetheless, even so, 
however, but, still, yet, though, in spite of that, 
despite that, be that as it may, for all that, that 
said, just the same, all the same, notwithstand- 
ing, regardless, anyway, anyhow, informal still 
and all 

new ►adjective ©new technology recently de 
veloped, up to date, latest, current, state-of- 
the-art, contemporary, advanced, recent, mod- 
em 0 new ideas novel, original, fresh, im- 
aginative. creative, experimental, contempor- 
ary, modernist, up to date, newfangled, ultra- 
modern, avant-gaide, futuristic, informal way 
out, far out © is vour boat new ? unused, brand 
new. pristine, fresh, in mint condition 
neighbours moved in different, another, alterna- 
tive, unfamiliar, unknown, strange, unaccus- 
tomed, untried Qthey had a new classroom built 
additional, extra, supplementary, further, an- 
other, fresh QI came back a new woman re 
invigorated, restored, revived, improved, ie- 
freshed, regenerated, reborn 

-RELATED TERMS neO- 

— opposites old, hackneyed, second-hand, pres- 
ent 

newborn ► adjective newborn babies just born, 
recently bom 

► noun the bacteria are /atal to newborns young 
baby, tiny baby, infant, Medicine neonate 

newcomer ► noun Qa newcomer to the village 
(new) arrival, immigrant, incomer, settler, 
stranger, outsider, foreigner, alien, N English 
offcomer, informal johnny-come-lately, new kid 
on the block. Austral informal blow-m 0 photog- 
raphy tips for the newcomer beginner, novice, 
learner, trainee, apprentice, probationer, tyro, 
initiate, neophyte, N Amer tenderfoot, informal 
rookie, newbie, N Amer informal greenhorn 

newfangled ►adjective new. the latest, mod- 
em, ultra-modem, up to the minute, state-of- 
theart. advanced, contemporary, new-fash- 
ioned, informal trendy, flash 
-opposites dated 

newly ►adverb recently, (only) just, lately, 
freshly, not long ago, a short time ago. only 
now, of late, new- 

news ► noun report, announcement, story, ac- 
count; article, news flash, newscast, headlines, 
press release, communication, communique, 
bulletin, message, dispatch, statement, intelli- 
gence, disclosure, revelation, word, talk, gos- 
sip, informal scoop, poetic/ literary tidings 

newspaper ►noun paper, journal, gazette, 
news-sheet, tabloid, broadsheet, quality (paper), 
national (paper), local (paper), daily (paper), 
weekly (paper), free sheet, scandal sheet, infor- 
mal rag, N Amer informal tab 

newsworthy ►adjective interesting, topical, 
notable, noteworthy, important, significant, 
momentous, histone, remarkable, sensational 
-opposites unremarkable 

next ►adjective Qthe next chapter, following, 
succeeding, upcoming, to come. 0 the next 
house in the street, neighbouring, adjacent, ad- 
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joining, next-door, bordering, connected, at- 
tached. closest, nearest 
-opposites previous 

► adverb where shall we go next 7 then, after, after- 
wards, after this/that, following that/this, later, 
subsequently, formal thereafter, theieupon 
-opposites before 

■ next to beside, by, alongside, by the side of. 
next door to, adjacent to, side by side with, 
close to, near, neighbouring, adjoining 

nibble ► verb Qthey nibbled at mangoes take 
small bites (from), pick, gnaw, peck, snack on. 
toy with, taste, sample, informal graze (on) 
©the mouse nibbled his finger peck, nip, bite 

► noun O the fish enjoyed a nibble on the lettuce bite, 
gnaw, chew, taste Qnuts and nibbles morsel, 
mouthful, bite, snack, titbit, canape, hors 
d’ oeuvre, bonne bouche 

nice ►adjective Qhave a nice time enjoyable, 
pleasant, agreeable, good, satisfying, gratifying, 
delightful, marvellous, entertaining, amusing, 
diverting, informal lovely, great, N Amer informal 
neat ©nice people pleasant, likeable, agiee- 
able, personable, congenial, amiable, affable, 
genial, friendly, charming, delightful, en- 
gaging, sympathetic, compassionate, good 
Qnlce manners polite, courteous, civil, refined, 
polished, genteel, elegant O that's a rather nice 
distinction subtle, fine, delicate, minute, pre- 
cise, stud, dose, careful, meticulous, scrupu- 
lous ©it's a nice day fine, pleasant, agreeable, 
dry, sunny, warm, mild 
-opposites unpleasant, nasty, rough 

nicety ►noun Q legal niceties subtlety, fine 
point, nuance, refinement, detail Qgreat nicety 
of control precision, accuracy, exactness, me- 
ticulousness 

niche ►noun Qa niche in the wall recess, al- 
cove, nook, cranny, hollow, bay, cavity, cubby- 
hole, pigeonhole ©he found his niche in life 
ideal position, place, function, vocation, call- 
ing, metier, job 

nick ► noun Qa slight nick in the blade cut, 
scratch, incision, snick, notch, chip, gouge, 
gash, dent, indentation Q{Bnt informal) she’s in 
the nick. See prison Q{Bnt informal) he’s under ar- 
rest at the nick police station, station, N Amer 
precinct, station house, informal cop shop Q(Bnt 
informal) the car’s in good nick condition, repair, 
shape, state, order, form, fettle, tnm 

► verb Of nicked my toe cut, scratch, incise, 
snick, gouge, gash, score Q{Bnt informal) she 
nicked his wallet See steal verb sense 1 Q(Bnt 
informal) Steve’s been nicked See arrest verb sense 
1 

■ In the nick of time just in time, not a mo- 
ment too soon, at the critical moment, N Amer 
informal under the wire 

nickname ►noun sobriquet, byname, tag. 
label, epithet, cognomen, pet name, diminu- 
tive. endearment, informal moniker, formal appel- 
lation See list 

nifty ► adjective ( informal) Q nifty camerawork skil 
ful, deft, agile, capable. Qa nifty little gadget . 
useful, handy, practical. © a nifty suit fashion 
able, stylish, smart 
-opposites clumsy 

niggardly ►adjective Qa niggardly person. 
mean, miserly, parsimonious, close-fisted, 
penny-pinching, cheese-panng, grasping, un- 


generous, illiberal, informal stingy, tight, tight- 
fisted, N Amer informal cheap © niggardly rations 
meagre, inadequate, scanty, scant, skimpy, pal- 
try, sparse, insufficient, deficient, short, lean, 
small, slender, poor, miserable, pitiful, puny, 
informal measly, stingy, pathetic, piddling 
-opposites generous 

niggle ► verb Q his behaviour does niggle me irri 
tate, annoy, bother, provoke, exasperate, 
upset, gall, irk, rankle with, informal rile, get to. 
bug ©he niggles on about taxes complain, fuss, 
carp cavil, grumble, grouse, mfonnal moan, nit- 
pick 

► noun niggles about the lack of equipment quibble, 
trivial complaint, criticism, grumble, grouse, 
cavil, informal gnpe, moan, beef, grouch 

night ► noun night-time, (hours of) darkness, 
dark 

-RELATED TERMS nocturnal 

-opposites day 

■ night and day all the time, around the 
clock, {morning, noon, and night), {day in, day 
out), ceaselessly, endlessly, incessantly, unceas- 
ingly. interminably, constantly, perpetually, 
continually, relentlessly, informal 24-7 

nightclub ►noun disco, discotheque, night 
spot, club, bar. N Amer cafe, informal niterie 

nightfall ► noun sunset, sundown, dusk, twi- 
light, evening, close of day, dark, poetic/ literary 
eventide 

-opposites dawn 

nightly ►adjective Q nightly raids every night, 
each night, night after night ©his nightly wan- 
derings nocturnal, night-time 

► adverb a band plays there nightly every night, 
each night, night after night 

nightmare ► noun Qshe woke from a nightmare 
bad dream, night terrors, archaic incubus ©the 
journey was a nightmare ordeal, trial, torment, 
horror, hell, misery, agony, torture, murder, 
curse, bane 

nightmarish ►adjective unearthly, spine- 
chilling, hair-raising, horrific, macabre, hid- 
eous. unspeakable, gruesome, gnsly, ghastly, 
harrowing, disturbing, informal scary, creepy 

nihilism ► noun scepticism, disbelief, unbelief, 
agnosticism, atheism, negativity, cynicism, pes- 
simism, rejection, denial 

nihilist ► noun sceptic, disbeliever, unbeliever, 
agnostic, atheist, negativist. cynic, pessimist 

nil ► noun nothing, none, nought, zero, 0, Tennis 
love, Cncket a duck, N English nowt, informal zilch, 
nix, not a dicky bird, Bnt informal sweet Fanny 
Adams, sweet FA, not a sausage, N Amer informal 
zip. nada, a goose egg, dated cipher, archaic 
naught 

nimble ► adjoctlve Qhe was nimble on his feet 
agile, sprightly, light, spiy, lively, quick, grace- 
ful, lithe, limber, skilful, deft, dextrous, adroit, 
informal nippy, twinkle-toed, poetic/ literary light- 
some ©a nimble mind quick-witted, quick, 
alert, lively, wide awake, observant, astute, per- 
ceptive, penetrating, discerning, shrewd, sharp, 
intelligent, bright, smart, clever, brilliant; /nfor- 
mal brainy, quick on the uptake 
-opposites clumsy, dull 
nincompoop ► noun {informal). See idiot 

nine ► cardinal numbar nonet 
-related terms nona- 
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Nicknames 

See also name. 


NICKNAME 

Baby Doc 

the Bard/Swan of Avon 
Bible Bill 
Billy the Kid 
Bird 

the Blonde Bombshell 
the Body 
Bomber Harris 
the Boss 

the Brown Bomber 
Buffalo Bill 
Butch Cassidy 
the Butcher of Lyon 
Calamity jane 
the Cannibal 
Capability Brown 
Clive of India 
Colorado Charlie 
the Desert Fox 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Doubting Thomas 
the Elephant Man 
Ethelred the Unready 
Evita 

the Forces’ Sweetheart 
Gazza 

the Georgia Peach 
the Great Assassin 
the Hammer of the 
Scots 

the Hit Man 
Hotspur 

Hurricane Higgins 
II Duce 

the Iron Chancellor 
the iron Duke 
the Iron Lady 
Iron Mike 
the Italian Stallion 
the It Girl 
the King 

the King of Swing 


PERSON 

Jean-Claude Duvalier 
William Shakespeare 
William Aberhart 
William H. Bonney 
Charlie Parker 
Jean Harlow 
Elle Macpherson 
Arthur Harris 
Bruce Springsteen 
Joe Louis 
William Cody 
Robert Leroy Parker 
Klaus Barbie 
Martha jane Burke 
Eddy Merkcx 
Lancelot Brown 
Robert Clive 
Charles Utter 
Erwin Rommel 
John Birks Gillespie 
St Thomas the Apostle 
John Merrick 
Ethelred II 
Eva Per6n 
Vera Lynn 
Paul Gascoigne 
Ty Cobb 
Abdul Hamid II 
Edward I 

Tommy Hearns 
Henry Percy 
Alex Higgins 
Benito Mussolini 
Otto von Bismarck 
Duke of Wellington 
Margaret Thatcher 
Mike Tyson 
Sylvester Stallone 
Clara Bow 
Elvis Presley 
Benny Goodman 


NICKNAME 

Lady Day 

the Lady of the Lamp 
La Pastonaria 
Lawrence of Arabia 
Le Douamer 
the Lion of Kashmir 

the Liberator 
the Liberator 
Little Mo 
Lo Spagnoletto 
Magic Johnson 
the Maid of Orleans 
the Manassa Mauler 
Monty 

or Blue Eyes 
Old Blood and Guts 
Old Hickory 
Papa Doc 

the People’s Princess 
the Red Baron 
Red Emma 

Richard the Lionheart 

Satchmo 

Scarface 

the Scourge of God 
the Sex Kitten 
Son of Sam 
Stonewall Jackson 
the Sultan of Swat 
the Sundance Kid 
the Sun King 
Supermex 
the Teflon Don 
Tricky Dicky 
Uncle Joe 
the Vamp 
the Virgin Queen 
Wild Bill Hickok 
the Yorkshire Ripper 


PERSON 

Billie Holiday 
Florence Nightingale 
Dolores Ibarruri Gdmez 
T. E. Lawrence 
Henri Rousseau 
Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah 
Sim6n Bolivar 
Daniel O’Connell 
Maureen Connolly 
Jos£ Ribera 
Earvin Johnson 
Joan of Arc 
jack Dempsey 
Field Marshal Bernard 
Montgomery 
Frank Sinatra 
George Patton 
Andrew Jackson 
Francois Duvalier 
Diana, Princess of Wales 
Manfred von Richthofen 
Emma Goldman 
Richard I 
Louis Armstrong 
A! Capone 
Attila 

Brigitte Bardot 
David Berkowitz 
Thomas Jackson 
Babe Ruth 
Harry Langbaugh 
Louis XIV 
Lee Trevino 
John Gotti 
Richard Nixon 
Joseph Stalin 
Theda Bara 
Elizabeth I 
James Butler Hickok 
Peter Sutcliffe 


nip ►verb ©the child nipped her bite, nibble, 
peck, pinch, tweak, squeeze, grip ©(Bnf infor- 
mal) I’m just nipping out rush, dash, dart, hurry, 
scurry, scamper, go. informal pop, whip 
► noun penguins can give a serious nip bite, peck, 
nibble, pinch, tweak 

■ nip something In the bud cut short, cur- 
tail, check, curb, thwart, frustrate, stop, halt, 
arrest, stifle, obstruct, block, squash, quash, 
subdue, crack down on, stamp out, informal put 
the kibosh on. 

■ nip something off cut, snip, trim, clip, 
prune, lop. dock, crop, remove, take off 

nipple ► noun teat, dug, Anatomy mainilla 

nippy ► adjective ( informal) ©he's too big to be 
nippy agile, light-footed, nimble, light on one’s 
feet, spry, supple, limber, informal twinkletoed, 
poetic/ literary lightsome © a nippy hatchback, fast, 
quick, lively; informal zippy, ©it’s a bit nippy in 
here : cold, chilly, icy, bitter, raw 
-opposites lumbering, slow, warm 


nirvana ►noun paradise, heaven, bliss, ec- 
stasy. joy, peace, serenity, tranquillity, enlight- 
enment 

-opposites hell 

nit-picking ► adjective {informal) See pedantic 

nitty-gritty ► noun ( informal) basics, essentials, 
fundamentals, substance, quintessence, heart 
of the matter, nub, crux, gist, meat, kernel, 
marrow, informal brass tacks, nuts and bolts 

nitwit ► noun ( informal) See idiot 

no ►adverb absolutely not, most certainly not, 
of course not, under no circumstances, by no 
means, not at all, negative, never, not really, in- 
formal nope, nah, not on your life, no way, Bnt 
informal no fear, not on your nelly, archaic nay 
-opposites yes 

nobble ►verb ( Bnt informal) ©he nobbled the jury 
bribe, suborn, buy, pay off, corrupt, get at; in- 
fluence, persuade, win over, sway, control, ma- 
nipulate, informal grease someone’s palm, oil 
someone’s palm, ©a stable lad nobbled the horse 
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drug, dope, tamper with, interfere with, dis- 
able. incapacitate ©/ stopped him nobbling her 
money steal, thieve, embezzle, informal rob. 
© people tried to nobble her at parties accost, 
waylay, detain, catch, confront, importune, in- 
formal buttonhole 

Nobel Prize ► noun. See lists 

nobility ► noun © o member of the nobility aris 
tocracy, aristocrats, peerage, peers (of the 
realm), lords, nobles, noblemen, noblewomen, 
patricians, informal anstos, Bnt informal nobs 
Qthe nobility of his deed virtue, goodness, hon- 
our, decency, integrity, magnanimity, generos- 
ity, selflessness 

noble ► adjective © u noble family ■ aristocratic, 
patrician, blue-blooded, high-born, titled, archaic 
gentle. 0 a noble cause righteous, virtuous, 
good, honourable, upright, decent, worthy, 
moral, ethical, reputable, magnanimous, un- 
selfish. generous 0 a noble pine forest magnifi 
cent, splendid, grand, stately, imposing, digni- 
fied. proud, striking, impressive, majestic, 
glorious, awesome, monumental, statuesque, 
regal, imperial 

-opposites humble, dishonourable, base 

► noun Scottish nobles aristocrat, nobleman, 
noblewoman, lord, lady, peer (of the realm), 
peeress, patrician, informal ansto, Bnt informal 
nob 

nod ► verb ©she nodded hei head incline, bob, 
bow, dip, wag Qhe nodded to me to start sig 
nal, gesture, gesticulate, motion, sign, indicate 

► noun ©she gave a nod to the manager signal, in- 
dication. sign, cue, gesture 0 a quick nod of his 
head inclination, bob. bow, dip 

■ give someone the nod ©the winger was 
given the nod select, choose, pick, go for, Bnt 
cap © the Lords will give the treaty the nod ap- 
prove, agree to, sanction, ratify, endorse, 
rubber-stamp, informal OK, give something the 
green light, give something the thumbs up 

■ nod off fall asleep, go to sleep, doze off, 
drop off, informal drift off, flake out, go out like’ 
a light, N Amer informal sack out 

node ► noun junction, intersection, inter- 
change. fork, confluence, convergence, cross- 
ing 

noise ►noun sound, din, hubbub, clamour, 
racket, uproar, tumult, commotion, pandemon- 
ium, babel, informal hullabaloo, Bnt informal row 
-opposites silence 

noisome ► adjective {poetic/ literary). See odious 

noisy ►adjective ©a noisy crowd rowdy, clam- 
orous, boisterous, turbulent, rackety, chatter- 
ing, talkative, vociferous, shouting, screaming 
0 noisy music loud, fortissimo, blanng, boom- 
ing, deafening, thunderous, tumultuous, clam- 
orous, ear-splitting, piercing, stndent, cacoph- 
onous, raucous 
-opposites quiet, soft 

nomad ►noun itinerant, traveller, migrant, 
wanderer, roamer, rover, gypsy, Bedouin, tran- 
sient, drifter, vagabond, vagrant, tramp; dated 
bird of passage 

nominal ►adjective © the nominal head of the 
campaign in name only, titular, formal, official, 
theoretical, supposed, ostensible, so-called. 0 a 
nominal rent, token, symbolic, tiny, minute, 
minimal, small, insignificant, trifling, Bnt pep- 


percorn, informal minuscule, piddling, piffling, N 
Amer informal mckel-and-dime 
-opposites real, considerable 

nominate ►verb ©you may nominate a candi- 
date propose, recommend, suggest, name, put 
forward, present, submit 0he nominated his as- 
sistant appoint, select, choose, elect, commis- 
sion, designate, name, delegate 

non-believer ► noun unbeliever, disbeliever, 
sceptic, doubter, doubting Thomas, cynic, nihil- 
ist, atheist, agnostic, freethinker, infidel, 
pagan, heathen 

nonce 

■ for the nonce for the time being, temporar- 
ily, pro tern, for now. for the moment, for the 
interim, for a while, for the present, in the 
meantime, provisionally 

nonchalant ►adjective calm, composed, un- 
concerned. cool, {cool, calm, and collected}, 
cool as a cucumber, indifferent, blase, dispas- 
sionate, apathetic, casual, insouciant, informal 
laid-back 

-opposites anxious 

non-combatant ► adjective non-fighting, 
non-participating, civilian, pacifist, neutral, 
non-aligned 

non-committal ►adjective evasive, equivo- 
cal, guarded, circumspect, reserved, discreet, 
uncommunicative, tactful, diplomatic, vague, 
mfonnal cagey 

■ be non-committal prevaricate, give noth- 
ing away, dodge the issue, sidestep the issue, 
hedge, fence, pussyfoot around, beat about the 
bush, equivocate, temponze, shilly-shally, vacil- 
late, waver; Bnt hum and haw. informal sit on 
the fence 

non compos mentis ► adjective See insane 
sense 1 

nonconformist ► noun dissenter, dissen- 
tient, protester, rebel, renegade, schismatic, 
freethinker, apostate, heretic, individualist, 
free spint, mavenck, eccentric, original, devi- 
ant, misfit, dropout, outsider, informal freak, 
oddball, odd fish, weirdo, N Amer mfomnal screw- 
ball, kook 

nondescript ►adjactlve undistinguished, un- 
remarkable, unexceptional, featureless, charac- 
terless, unmemorable, ordinary, commonplace, 
average, run-of-the-mill, mundane, uninterest- 
ing, uninspiring, colourless, bland, mfonnal bog- 
standard, Bnt mfonnal common or garden 
-oppositbs distinctive 

none ► pronoun © none of the fish are unusual 
not one, not a one. Qnone of this concerns me 
no part, not a bit, not any 0none can know bet- 
ter than you’ not one, no one. nobody, not a 
soul, not a single person, no man 
-opposites all 

■ none the we were left none the wiser, not 

at all, not a bit, not the slightest bit, in no 
way, by no means any. 

nonentity ►noun nobody, unimportant per- 
son, cipher, non-person, nothing, small fry, 
lightweight, mediocrity. Informal no-hoper, non- 
starter 

-opposites celebrity. 

non-essential ►adjective unnecessary, ines- 
sential, unessential, needless, unneeded, super- 
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Nobel Prizewinners 

Physics (from ism) 

1950 Cecil Frank Powett 

1951 John Cockcroft 
E. T. S, Walton 

1952 Mix Bloch 
E. M. Purcell 

1953 Frits Zemlke 

1954 Max Bom 
Watther Both* 

1955 Wlfifs Eugene Lamb 
Pofykarp Kusch 

1956 WIHiam Shockley 
John 8ardeen 
Walter Houser Brattaln 

1957 Chen Nfng Yang 
Tsung-Dao Lee 

1958 Pavel Alekseyevich 

Cherenkov 

ll’ja Mikhailovich Frank 
Igor Yevgenyevich Tamm 

1959 Emilio Segr6 
Owen Chamberlain 

1960 Donald A. Glaser 

1961 Robert Hofstadter 
Rudolf Ludwig MOssbauer 

1962 Lev Davidovich Landau 

1963 Eugene P. Wlgner 
Marla Goeppert-Mayer 
J. Hans. D. Jensen 

1964 Charles H. Townes 
Nicolay Gennadiyevich 

Basov 

Alexsandr Mikhailovich 
Prokhorov 

1965 Slrvltiro Tomonaga 
Julian Schwinger 
Richard P. Feynman 

1966 Alfred Kastfer 

1967 Hans Albrecht Bethe 

1968 Luis W. Alvarez 

1969 Murray Gell-Mann 

1970 Hannes Alfvfri 
Louts N6eJ 

1971 Dennis Gabor 

1972 John Bardeen 
Leon N. Cooper 

J. Robert Schrteffer 

1973 Leo Esaki 
IvarGiaever 
Brian D, Josephson 

1974 Martin Ryle 
Antony Hewish 

1975 AageBohr 
BenMottefoon 
James Rainwater 

1976 Burton Richter 
Samuel C. C Ting 

1977 PWttp W. Anderson 
NevffIF. Mott 
John H, Van Vleck 

1978 Pyotr Leonidovich Kapitsa 
Amo A. Penzias 

Robert W. Wilson 

1979 ShefckmLGtahow 
AbdusSalam 
Steven Weinberg 

1980 James W.Cronm 

VMLmdi 


1981 Nkolaas Bioembergen 
Arthur L Schawkm 
Kai M. Slegbahn 

1982 Kenneth G. Wilson 

1983 Subramanyan 

Chandrasekhar 
William A. Fowler 

1984 Carlo Rubbla 
Simon van der Meer 

1985 Klaus von Klttzlng 

1986 Ernst Ruska 
Gerd Binnlg 
Heinrich Rohrer 

1987 Alex MOtler 
Georg Bednorz 

1988 LeonLederman 
Melvin Schwartz 
jack Steinberger 

1989 Hans Dehmelt 
Wolfgang Paul 
Norman Ramsey 

1990 Jerome Friedman 
Henry Kendall 
Richard Taylor 

1991 Pierre-GHIes de Gennes 

1992 Georges Charpak 

1993 Joseph Taylor 
Russell Hulse 

1994 Bertram N. Brockbouse 
Gifford G. Shull 

1995 Martin L Peri 
Frederick Reines 

1996 David M. Lee 
Douglas D, Osheroff 
Robert C Richardson 

1997 Steven Chu 

Gaude Cohen-Tannoudjl 
WIHiam D. Philips 

1998 Robert B. LaughHn 
Horst L StOrmer 
Daniel C Tsui 

1999 Gerardus 't Hooft 
Martinus Vettman 

2000 Zhores I. Alferov 
Herbert Kroemer 
Jack S. KHby 

2001 Eric A. Cornell 
Wolfgang Ketterie 
CariE. Wleman 

Chemistry (from imo) 

1950 Otto Diets 
Kurt Alder 

1951 Edwin McMillan 
Glenn T. Seaborg 

1952 A. J. P* Martin 
R. L M. Synge 

1953 Hermann Staudfnger 

1954 Unus Pauttng 

1955 VtocentduVlgneaud 

1956 Cyril Hinshehmd 
Nikolay Nikolaevich 

Semenov 

1957 Lord Alexander Todd 

1$58 Frederick Sapper 

1959 JaroslavHeytwsky 

1960 WHIardUbby 


1961 Melvin Calvin 

1962 Max Perntz 
John Kendrew 

1963 Karl Ziegler 
GkiHo Natta 

1964 Dorothy Hodgkin 

1965 R.B. Woodward 

1966 Robert S. MutHken 

1967 Manfred Eigen 
Ronald Norrish 
Lord George Porter 

1968 LarsOnsager 

1969 Derek Barton 
Odd Hassel 

1970 Luis F. Leiolr 

1971 Gerhard Heraeberg 

1972 Christian B. Anfinsen 
Stanford Moore 
William H. Stein 

1973 Ernst Fischer 
Geoffrey Wilkinson 

1974 Paul j. Flory 

1975 JohnComforth 
Vladimir Prelog 

1976 William N. Lipscomb 

1977 Ilya Prtgogfne 

1978 Peter a Mitchell 

1979 Herbert C. Brown 
Georg Witttg 

1980 Paul Berg 
Waiter Gilbert 
Frederick Sanger 

1981 Kenichi Fukul 
Roald Hoffman 

1982 Aaron Klug 

1983 Henry Taube 

1984 Bnice MerrlfieW 

1985 Herbert Hauptman 
Jerome Karte 

1986 Dudley Herschbach 
Yuan Tseh Lee 
John Poianyf 

1987 Donald Cram 
Jean-Marie Lehn 
Charles Pedersen 

1988 Johann Deisenhofer 
Robert Huber 
Hartmut Michel 

1989 Sidney Altman 
Thomas Cech 

1990 Ellas Corey 

1991 Richard Ernst 
*1992 Rudolph Marais 

1993 Michael Smith 
KaryMutils 

1994 George Otah 

1995 PaulCrutzen 
Mario J. MoHma 

F. Sherwood Rowland 

1996 Robert P. Curl 
Harold Kioto 
Richard L Smalley 

1997 John E. Walker 
Pud D. Boyer 
JensCSkou 

1998 Waiter Kohn 
JohnA. Pople 
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Nobel Prizewinners (cont.) 


1999 Ahmed Zewail 

2000 AJanJ. Heeger 
Alan G. McDiarmid 
Hideki Shlrakawa 

2001 William S. Knowles 
Ryojl Noyon 

K, Barry Sharpless 

Physiolocy or Medicine 

(FROM 1950) 

1950 Edward Kendall 
Tadeus Relchstein 
Philip Hench 

1951 Max Theller 

1952 Selman Waksman 

1953 Hans Krebs 
Fritz Upmann 

1954 JohnEnders 
Thomas H. Weller 
Frederick Robbins 

1955 Hugo Theodor Theorell 

1956 Andr6 F. Coumand 
Werner Forssmann 
Dickinson W. Richards 

1957 Daniel Bovet 

1958 George Beadle 
Edward L. Tatum 
Joshua Lederberg 

1959 Severe Ochoa 
Arthur Komberg 

1960 Macfartane Burnet 
Peter Medawar 

1 961 Georg von B6k6$y 

1962 Francis Crick 
James Watson 
Maurice Wilkins 

1963 JohnCarewEccles 
Alan Hodgkin 
Andrew Fielding Huxley 

1964 Konrad Bloch 
Feodor Lynen 

1965 Francois Jacob 
Andrfe Lwoff 
Jacques Mo nod 

1966 Peyton Rous 
Charles B. Huggins 

1967 RagnarGranft 
Haldan Hartline 
George Wald 

1968 Robert W. Holley 
Har Goblnd Khorana 
Marshall W. Nlrenberg 

1969 MaxOetbrOdc 
Alfred D. Hershey 
Salvador E. Luria 

1970 Bernard Katz 
Ulfvon Euler 
Julius Axelrod 

1971 Earl W. Sutherland 

1972 Gerald M. Edelman 
Rodney R. Porter 

1973 Kart von Frisch 
Konrad Lorenz 
Nikolaas Tinbergen 

1974 Albert Oaude 
Christian de Ouve 
George E. Palade 


1975 David Baltimore 
Renato Dulbecco 
Howard Temin 

1976 Baruch S. Blumberg 

D. Carieton Gajdusek 

1977 Roger Guillemin 
Andrew V. Schally 
Rosalyn Yalow 

1978 Werner Arber 
Daniel Nathans 
Hamilton O. Smith 

1979 Allan M. Cormack 
Godfrey Hounsfield 

1980 Baruj Benacerraf 
Jean Dausset 
George D. Snell 

1981 Roger W. Sperry 
David H. Hubei 
Torsten N. Wiesel 

1982 Sune K. Bergstrdm 
Bengt I. Samuelson 
John Vane 

1983 Barbara McClintock 

1984 Niels K.Jeme 
Georges J. F. Kdhler 
C6sar Milstein 

1985 Joseph Goldstein 
Michael Brown 

1986 Stanley Cohen 
Rita Levl-Montalclni 

1987 Susumu Tonegawa 

1988 James Black 
Gertrude Ellon 
George Hltchings 

1989 Michael Bishop 
Harold Varmus 

1990 Joseph Murray 

E. Donnall Thomas 

1991 Erwin Neher 
Bert Sakmann 

1992 Edmond Fischer 
Edwin Krebs 

1993 Phillip Sharp 
Richard Roberts 

1994 Alfred G. Gilman 
Martin Rodbeil 

1995 Edward B, Lewis 
Chrlstlane NOssleln-Volhard 
Eric F. Wleschaus 

1996 Peter C. Doherty 
Rolf M. Zinkemagel 

1997 Stanley B. Pruslner 

1998 Robert F. Furchgott 
Louis J. tgnarre 
Ferid Murad 

1999 Gtinter Blobel 

2000 Arvld Carlsson 
Paul Greengard 
Eric R. Kandel 

2001 Leland H. Hartwell 
Tim Hunt 

Paul Nurse 

Literature (from im) 

1950 Bertrand Russell 

1951 P*r Lagericvtet 

1952 Francois Mauriac 

1953 Winston Churchill 

1954 E,mest Hemingway 


1955 Halldbr laxness 

1956 Juan Ram6n Jimenez 

1957 Albert Camus 

1958 Boris Pasternak 

1959 Salvatore Quasimodo 

1960 Saint-John Perse 

1961 IvoAndrlc 

1962 John Steinbeck 

1963 George Seferis 

1 964 Jean-Paul Sartre (declined to 

accept) 

1965 Mikhail Sholokhov 

1966 Shmuel Yosef Agnon 
Nelly Sachs 

1 967 Miguel Angel Astunas 

1968 Kawabata Yasunari 

1969 Samuel Beckett 

1 970 Alexander Solzhenitsyn 

1971 Pablo Neruda 

1972 Heinrich Bbll 

1973 Patrick White 

1974 Eyvind Johnson 
Harry Martinson 

1975 Eugenio Montale 

1976 Saul Bellow 

1977 Vicente Aleixandre 

1978 Isaac Bashevis Singer 

1979 Odysseus Elytis 

1980 Czeslaw Milosz 

1981 Ellas Canettl 

1 982 Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

1983 William Golding 

1984 Jaroslav Seifert 

1985 Claude Simon 

1986 Wole Soyinka 

1987 Joseph Brodsky 

1988 Naguib Mahfouz 

1989 Camilo Jos£ Cela 

1990 Octavio Paz 

1991 Nadine Gordimer 

1992 Derek Walcott 

1993 Toni Morrison 

1994 Kenzaburo 06 

1995 Seamus Heaney 

1996 Wlsfawa Szymborska 

1997 Dario Fo 

1998 Jos* Saramago 

1999 GOnter Grass 

2000 GaoXIngJIan 

2001 V. S. Nafpaul 

Peace (from i»so) 

1950 Ralph Bunche 

1951 L*on Jouhaux 

1952 Albert Schweitzer 

1953 George C. Marshall 

1954 Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for 
Refugees 

1955 no award 

1956 no award 

1957 Lester B. Pearson 

1958 Georges Henri Pire 

1959 Philip J. Noel-Baker 

1960 Albert John lutuli 

1961 DagHammarskJOId 

1962 Linus Pauling 



587 


nonetheless | nonsense 


Nobel Prizewinners ( corn .) 


1 963 International Committee of 

the Red Cross 
League of Red Cross 
Societies 

1964 Martin Luther King 

1965 United Nations Children's 

Fund 

1966 no award 

1967 no award 

1968 Ren6Cassin 

1969 International Labour 

Organization 

1970 Norman Borlaug 

1971 Willy Brandt 

1972 no award 

1973 Henry Kissinger 
Le Due Tho 

1974 SeanMacBride 
Eisaku Sato 

1975 Andrei Sakharov 

1976 Betty Williams 
Mairead Corrigan 

1977 Amnesty International 

1978 Mohamed Anwar Al-Sadat 
Menachem Begin 

1979 Mother Teresa 

1 980 Adolfo Perez Esquivel 

1 98 1 Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for 
Refugees 

1982 Alva Myrdal 
Alfonso Garda Robles 

1983 Lech Walesa 

1984 Desmond Tutu 

1985 International Physicians for 

the Prevention of Nuclear 
War 

1986 ElieWiesel 

1 987 Oscar Arias SSnchez 


1988 United Nations 

Peacekeeping Forces 

1989 Dalai Lama 

1990 Mikhaii Gorbachev 

1991 Aung San Suu Kyi 

1992 Rigoberta Menchu 

1993 Nelson Mandela 
F. W. de Klerk 

1994 Yasser Arafat 
Shimon Peres 
Yitzhak Rabin 

1995 Joseph Rotblat 
Pugwash Conferences on 

Science and World Affairs 

1996 Bishop Carlos Belo 
Jos£ Ramos-Horta 

1997 International Campaign to 

Ban Landmines 
Jody Williams 

1998 John Hume 
David Trimble 

1999 MWecins Sans Frontieres 

2000 Kim Dae Jung 

2001 United Nations 
Kofi Annan 

Economic Sciences 

1969 Ragnar Frisch 
Jan Tinbergen 

1970 Paul A. Samuelson 

1971 Simon Kuznets 

1972 John Hicks 
Kenneth J. Arrow 

1973 Wassily Leontief 

1974 Gunnar Myrdal 

Fnedrich August von Hayek 

1975 Leonid Vltaliyevich 

Kantorovich 
Tjalllng C Koopmans 


1 976 Milton Friedman 

1977 Bertil Ohlin 
James E. Meade 

1978 Herbert A. Simon 

1 979 Theodore W. Schultz 
Arthur Lewis 

1980 Lawrence R. Klein 

1981 James Tobin 

1982 George J. Stlgler 

1983 Gerard Debreu 

1 984 Richard Stone 

1 985 Franco Modigliani 

1 986 James Buchanan 

1987 Robert M. Solow 

1 988 Maurice Allais 

1989 Trygve Haavelmo 

1990 Harry M. Markowitz 
William F. Sharpe 
Merton Miller 

1991 Ronald Coase 

1992 Gary Becker 

1993 Robet Fogel 
Douglass North 

1994 JohnHarsanyi 
John Nash 

Re in hard Selten 

1 995 Robert E. Lucas Jr. 

1996 James A. Mirriees 
William Vickrey 

1997 Myron S. Scholes 
Robert C. Merton 

1998 AmartyaSen 

1999 Robert A. Mundell 

2000 James J. Heckman 
Daniel McFadden 

2001 George A. Akertof 
A. Michael Spence 
Joseph E. Stfgiitz 



fluous, uncalled for, redundant, dispensable, 
expendable, unimportant, extraneous 

nonetheless ► adverb nevertheless, even so, 
however, but, still, yet, though, in spite of that, 
despite that, be that as it may, for all that, that 
said, just the same, all the same, notwithstand- 
ing, regardless, anyway, anyhow, informal still 
and all 

non-existent ► adjective imaginary, imagined, 
unreal, fictional, fictitious, made up, invented, 
fanciful, fantastic, mythical, illusory, hallucin- 
atory. chimerical, notional, shadowy, insub- 
stantial, missing, absent, poetic/ literary illusive 
-opposites real 

non-intervention ► noun laissez-faire, 
non-participation, non-interference, inaction, 
passivity, neutrality, live and let live 

non-observance ► noun infringement, 
breach, violation, contravention, transgression, 
non-compliance, infraction, dereliction, neg- 
lect 

nonpareil ► adjective a nonpareil storyteller in 
comparable, matchless, unrivalled, unparal- 
leled, unequalled, peerless, beyond compare, 
second to none, unsurpassed, unbeatable, inim- 
itable, unique, consummate, superlative, su- 
preme; formal unexampled 


-opposites mediocre 

► noun Britain's nonpareil of the 19 80s best, finest, 
creme de la creme, peak of perfection, elite, 
jewel in the crown, ne plus ultra, paragon, ar- 
cha/c nonsuch 

nonplus ►verb surprise, stun, dumbfound, 
confound, take aback, disconcert, throw (off 
balance), puzzle, perplex, baffle, bemuse, be- 
wilder, informal faze, flummox, stump, bamboo- 
zle. fox, N Amer informal discombobulate 

nonsense ► noun Q he was talking nonsense 
rubbish, balderdash, gibberish, claptrap, blar- 
ney, blather, garbage, informal hogwash, rot, 
guff, baloney, tripe, dnvel, gobbledegook, 
bilge, bosh, bunk, hot air, piffle, poppycock, 
phooey, twaddle, Bnt informal cobblers, codswal- 
lop, tosh, double Dutch, Scottish & N English mfor 
mat havers, N Amer informal flapdoodle, bushwa, 
applesauce, informal, dated bunkum, tommyrot 
©she stands no nonsense mischief, naughtiness, 
bad behaviour, misbehaviour, misconduct, mis- 
demeanour, pranks, tricks, clowning, buffoon- 
ery, funny business, informal tomfoolery, mon- 
key business, shenanigans, hanky-panky. Bnt in- 
formal monkey tncks, jiggery-pokery Q they dis- 
missed the concept as a nonsense absurdity, folly, 
stupidity, ludicrousness, inanity, foolishness, 
idiocy, insanity, madness 
-opposites sense, wisdom 
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nonsonsical ►adjective Qher nonsensical way 
of talking meaningless, senseless, illogical 0 a 
nonsensical generalization foolish, insane, stupid, 
idiotic, illogical, irrational, senseless, absurd, 
silly, inane, hare-brained, ridiculous, ludicrous, 
preposterous, informal crazy, crackpot, nutty, Bnt 
informal daft 

-opposites logical, sensible 

non-stop ► adjective non-stop entertainment con 
tinuous, constant, continual, perpetual, mtes- 
sant, unceasing, ceaseless, uninterrupted, 
round-the-clock, unremitting, relentless, per- 
sistent 

-opposites occasional 

► adverb we worked non-stop continuously, con- 
tinually, incessantly, unceasingly, ceaselessly, 
all the time, constantly, perpetually, round the 
clock, steadily, relentlessly, persistently, informal 
24-7 

-opposites occasionally 

nook ► noun recess, comer, alcove, niche, bay, 
inglenook. cavity, cubbyhole, pigeonhole, 
opening, gap, aperture, hideaway, hiding place, 
hideout, shelter, informal hidey-hole 

noon ► noun midday, twelve o’clock, twelve 
hundred hours, twelve noon, high noon, noon- 
day. poetic / literary noontime, noontide 
-related terms meridian 

no one ► pronoun nobody, not a soul, not any- 
one, not a single person, never a one, none 

norm ►noun Q norms of diplomatic behaviour 
convention, standard, criterion, yardstick, 
benchmark, touchstone, rule, formula, pattern, 
guide, guideline, model, exemplar ©such teams 
are now the norm standard, usual, the rule; 
normal, typical, average, unexceptional, par for 
the course, expected 

normal ►adjective Qthey issue books in the nor- 
mal way usual, standard, ordinary, customary, 
conventional, habitual, accustomed, expected, 
typical, stock, common, everyday, regular, rou- 
tine, established, set, fixed, traditional, poetic/ 
literary wonted ©a normal couple, ordinary, 
average, typical, run-of-the-mill, middle-of-the- 
road. common, conventional, mainstream, un- 
remarkable, unexceptional, N Amer garden- 
variety. informal bog-standard, a dime a dozen, 
Bnt informal common or garden, N Amer informal 
omeiy Qthe man was not normal ■ sane, in one's 
right mind, nght in the head, of sound mind, 
compos mentis, lucid, rational, coherent, infor- 
mal all there. 

-opposites unusual, insane 

normality ► noun normalcy, business as 
usual, the daily round, routine, order, regular- 
ity. 

normally ►adverb ©she wanted to walk normal- 
ly naturally, conventionally, ordinarily, as 
usual, as normal 0 normally we'd keep quiet 
about this * usually, ordinarily, as a rule, gener- 
ally, in general, mostly, for the most part, by 
and large, mainly, most of the time, on the 
whole, typically, customarily, traditionally. 

north ► adjective northern, northerly, boreal. 

North American Indian ►noun Native 
American, American Indian, dated Red Indian 
See list 

Northern Ireland ► noun. See list at IRELAND 


North American Indian Peoples 


Abnaki 

Kiowa 

Quinautt 

Algonquin 

Klamath 

SaHsh 

Anasazl 

Kutenai 

Sarcee 

Apache 

Kwakfutl 

Sauk 

Arapaho 

Lakota 

Seminole 

Arikara 

Lummi 

Seneca 

Asslnlbofne 

Mahkan/ 

Shawnee 

Athapaskan 

Mohican 

Shoshone 

Aztec 

Malectte 

Shuswap 

Bannock 

Mandan 

Slavey 

Blackfbot 

Maya 

Sioux 

Caddoans 

Mazahua 

Spokane 

Cayuga 

Menominee 

Squamish 

Cayuse 

Mescatero 

Tahltan 

Cherokee 

Mkcosukee 

Tarascan 

Cheyenne 

Micmac 

Tewa 

Chkhimec 

Mixtec 

Tlwa 

Chickasaw 

Mohawk 

Tlapanec 

Chinook 

Mohegan/ 

Tlaxcalan 

Chippewa 

Mohican 

Tllngit 

Chitlmacha 

Mojave 

Toltec 

Choctaw 

Montagnais 

Totonac 

Chumash 

Muskogee 

Trique 

Comanche 

Narragansett 

Tsimshian 

Cora 

Natchez 

Tunica 

Cree 

Navajo 

Tuscarora 

Creek 

Nez Perc£ 

Twana 

Crow 

Nootka 

Tzeltal 

Dakota 

Ojibwa 

Tzotzll 

Delaware 

Okanagan 

Umatilla 

Dene 

Omaha 

Ute 

Dogrib 

Oneida 

Walapai 

Fox 

Onondaga 

Wallawatla 

HaJda 

Osage 

Wampanoag 

Hidatsa 

Otomi 

Washoe 

Hop! 

Ottawa 

Wkhita 

Huastec 

Palute 

Winnebago 

Huichol 

Pa louse 

Wyandot 

Hupa 

Papago 

Yakima 

Huron 

Passamaquoddy Yana 

Illinois 

Pawnee 

Yaqui 

Iowa 

Petgan 

Yavapai 

Iroquois 

Penobscot 

Yucatec 

jlcarilla 

Pequot 

Yuchi 

Karankawa 

Pima 

Yukl 

Karok 

Potawatomi 

Yuma 

Kekchi 

Powhatan 

Yurok 

Keres 

Pueblo 

Zapotec 

Kickapoo 

Quapaw 

Zunl 


nose ► noun O a punch on the nose, snout, muz- 
zle, proboscis, trunk; informal beak. conk, snoot, 
schnozzle, hooter, sniffer © he has a good nose 
sense of smell ©a nose for scandal instinct, 
feeling, sixth sense, intuition, insight, percep- 
tion. © wine with a fruity nose: smell, bouquet, 
aroma, fragrance, perfume, scent, odour. Qthe 
plane's nose dipped nose-cone, bow, prow, front 
end, informal droop-snoot 
-rblated terms nasal, rhinal. 

► verb Qthe dog nosed the ball, nuzzle, nudge, 
push 0 she’s nosing into my business pry, in- 
quire. poke about/around, interfere (in), med- 
dle (in), be a busybody, stick/poke one’s nose 
in, informal be nosy (about), snoop; Austral./NZ in- 
formal stickybeak. ©he nosed the car into the traf- 
fic. ease, inch, edge, move, manoeuvre, steer, 
guide 
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■ by a nose (only) just, barely, narrowly, by a 
hair’s breadth, by the skin of one’s teeth, infor- 
mal by a whisker 

■ nose around/about/round investigate, ex- 
plore, ferret (about/around), rummage, search, 
delve into, peer into, prowl around, informal 
snoop about/around/round 

■ nose something out detect, find, discover, 
bring to light, track down, dig up. ferret out, 
root out, uncover, unearth, sniff out 

nosedive ► noun o the plane went into a nose- 
dive dive, descent, drop, plunge, plummet, fall 
Q (informal) sterling took a nosedive fall, drop, 
plunge, plummet, tumble, decline, slump, infor- 
mal crash 

-opposites climb, nse 

► verb ©the device nosedived to earth * dive, plunge, 
pitch, drop, plummet 0 (informal) costs have nose- 
dived fall, take a header, drop, sink, plunge, 
plummet, tumble, slump, go down, decline, in- 
formal crash 

-opposites soar, nse 

nosegay ► noun posy, bouquet, bunch, spray, 
spng, buttonhole, corsage, boutonniere, tussie- 
mussie 

nosh (informal) ►noun all kinds of nosh See food 
sense 1 

► verb they nosh smoked salmon See eat sense 1 

nostalgia ► noun reminiscence, remem' 

brance, recollection, wistfiilness, regret, senti- 
mentality 

nostalgic ►adjective wistful, evocative, ro- 
mantic, sentimental, regretful, dewy-eyed, 
maudlin 

nostrum ► noun © they have to prove their nos- 
trums work medicine, quack remedy, potion, 
elixir, panacea, cure-all, wonder drug, informal 
magic bullet 0 right-wing nostrums magic for 
mula. recipe for success, remedy, cuie, pre- 
scription. answer 

nosy ►adjective (informal) prying, inquisitive, 
cunous, busybody, spying, eavesdropping, in- 
trusive, informal snooping, snoopy 

notability ► noun ©the village has always en- 
joyed notability noteworthiness, prominence, 
importance, significance, eminence, fame, re- 
nown, notoriety ©the patronage of notabilities 
See notable noun 

notable ► adjective © notable examples of work- 
manship noteworthy, remarkable, outstanding, 
important, significant, momentous, memor- 
able, marked, striking, impressive, uncommon, 
unusual, special, exceptional, signal 0 a not- 
able author prominent, important, well known, 
famous, famed, noted, distinguished, great, 
eminent, illustrious, respected, esteemed, re- 
nowned, celebrated, acclaimed, influential 
prestigious, of note 
-opposites unremarkable, unknown 

► noun movie stars and other notables celebrity, 
public figure, VIP, personage, notability, digni- 
tary, worthy, luminary; star, superstar, (big) 
name; informal celeb, somebody, bigwig, big 
shot, big cheese, big fish, megastar; Brit informal 
nob. N Amer informal kahuna, high muckamuck 
-opposites nonentity. 

notably ►adverb Q other countries, notably the 
USA: in particular, particularly, especially, spe- 
cially; primarily, principally, ©these are notably 
short-lived birds: remarkably, especially, special- 


ly, very, extremely, exceptionally, singularly, 
particularly, peculiarly, distinctly, significantly, 
unusually, extraordinarily, uncommonly, in- 
credibly, really, decidedly, surprisingly, con- 
spicuously; informal seriously, Bnt informal jolly, 
dead 

notation ► noun © algebraic notation symbols, 
alphabet, syllabary, scnpt, code, cipher, hiero- 
glyphics 0 notations in the margin ■ annotation, 
jotting, comment, footnote, entry, memo, 
gloss, explanation, histoncal scholium 

notch ► noun © a notch in the end of the arrow. 
nick, cut, incision, score, scratch, slit, snick, 
slot, groove, cleft, indentation ©her opinion of 
Nick dropped a notch degree, level, rung, point, 
mark, measure, grade 

► verb notch the plank nick, cut, score, incise, 
carve, scratch, slit, snick, gouge, groove, fur- 
row 

■ notch something up score, achieve, attain, 
gain, earn, make, rack up, chalk up, register, 
record 

note ► noun ©a note in her diary record, entiy, 
item, notation, jotting, memorandum, remind- 
er, aide-memoire, informal memo ©he will take 
notes of the meeting minutes, records, details, re- 
port, account, commentary, transcript, pro- 
ceedings, transactions, synopsis, summaiy, out- 
line e notes in the margins annotation, foot- 
note, commentary, comment, marginalia, exe- 
gesis, histoncal scholium ©he dropped me a note 
message, communication, letter, line, formal 
epistle, missive &(Bnt) a £ 20 note banknote, N 
Amer bill, US informal greenback, (not®*) paper 
money 0 this is worthy of note attention, con- 
sideration, notice, heed, observation, regard 
0 a composer of note distinction, importance, 
eminence, prestige, fame, celebrity, acclaim, 
renown, repute, stature, standing, conse- 
quence, account ©a note of hopelessness in her 
voice tone, intonation, inflection, sound, hint, 
indication, sign, element, suggestion 

► verb © we will note your suggestion bear in mind. 
be mindful of, consider, observe, heed, take 
notice of, pay attention to, take in ©the letter 
noted the ministers’ concern mention, refer to, 
touch on, indicate, point out, make known, 
state ©note the date tn your diary write down, 
put down, jot down, take down, inscribe, 
enter, mark, record, register, pencil 

notebook ► noun notepad, exercise book, 
register, logbook, log, diary, daybook, journal, 
record, Bnt jotter, pocketbook, N Amer scratch 
pad, informal memo pad 

noted ► adJectNe renowned, well known, fam- 
ous, famed, prominent, celebrated; notable, of 
note, important, eminent, distinguished, illus- 
trious, acclaimed, esteemed, of distinction, of 
repute 

-opposites unknown 

noteworthy ►adjective notable, interesting, 
significant, important; remarkable, impressive, 
striking, outstanding, memorable, unique, spe- 
cial; unusual, extraordinary, singular, rare 
-opposites unexceptional. 

nothing ► noun © there’s nothing I can do m not a 
thing, not anything, nil, zero, N English nowt, in- 
formal zilch, sweet Fanny Adams, sweet FA, nix, 
not a dicky bird, Bnt informal damn all. not a 
sausage; N Amer informal zip, nada; archaic 
naught ©forget it— it’s nothing: a trifling mat 
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ter, a tnfle. neither here nor there, informal no 
big deal 0 he treats her as nothing a nobody, an 
unimportant person, a nonentity, a cipher, a 
non-person, Bnt small beer O the share value fell 
to nothing zero, nought, 0, Tennis love, Cncket a 
duck 

-opposites something 

■ be/have nothing to do with Q it has nothing 
to do with you be unconnected with, be unre- 
lated to, be irrelevant to, be inapplicable to, be 
inapposite to ©I'll have nothing to do with him 
avoid, have no truck with, have no contact 
with, steer clear of, give a wide berth to 

■ for nothing ©she hosted the show for nothing 
free (of charge), gratis, without charge, at no 
cost, informal for free, on the house ©all this 
trouble for nothing in vain, to no avail, to no pui- 
pose, with no result, needlessly, pointlessly 

■ nothing but he's nothing but a nuisance mere 
ly, only, just, solely, simply, purely, no more 
than 

nothingness ► noun ©the nothingness of 
death oblivion, nullity, blankness, void, vac- 
uum, rare nihility © the nothingness of it all over- 
whelmed him unimportance, insignificance, 
triviality, pointlessness, uselessness, worthless- 
ness 

notice ►noun ©nothing escaped his notice at 
tention. observation, awareness, consciousness, 
perception, regard, consideration, scrutiny, 
watchfulness, vigilance, attentiveness ©u no- 
tice on the wall poster, bill, handbill, advertise- 
ment. announcement, bulletin, flyer, leaflet, 
pamphlet, sign, card, informal ad, Bnt informal ad- 
vert 0 times may change without notice notifica 
tion. (advance) warning, announcement, infor- 
mation. news, communication, word Ql hand- 
ed in my notice resignation ©the film got bad 
notices review, write-up, critique, criticism, Brit 
informal cnt 

► verb I noticed that the door was open observe, 
perceive, note, see, discern, detect, spot, distin- 
guish, mark, remark. Bnt informal clock, poetic / 
literary behold 
-opposites overlook 

■ take no notice (of) ignore, pay no atten- 
tion (to), disregard, pay no heed (to), take no 
account (of), brush aside, shnig off, turn a 
blind eye (to), pass over, let go, overlook, look 
the other way. 

noticeable ►adjective distinct, evident, obvi- 
ous, apparent, manifest, patent, plain, clear, 
marked, conspicuous, unmistakable, undeni- 
able, pronounced, prominent, striking, arrest- 
ing, perceptible, discernible, detectable, observ- 
able, visible, appreciable 

noticeboard ►noun pinboard, cork board, 
bulletin board, hoarding 

notification ►noun ©the notification of the vic- 
tim's wife informing, telling, alerting ©she re- 
ceived notification that he was on the way informa 
tion, word, advice, news, intelligence, commu- 
nication, message, poetic /literary tidings 

notify ►verb ©we will notify you as soon as pos- 
sible inform, tell, advise, apprise, let someone 
know, put in the picture, alert, warn ©births 
should be notified to the registrar report, make 
known, announce, declare, communicate, dis- 
close 

notion ►noun ©he had a notion that something 
was wrong: idea, belief, conviction, opinion, 


view, thought, impression, perception, hypoth- 
esis, theory, (funny) feeling, (sneaking) suspi- 
cion, hunch © Claire had no notion of what he 
meant understanding, idea, awareness, know- 
ledge, clue, inkling 0he got a notion to return 
impulse, inclination, whim, desire, wish, fancy 
notional ►adjective hypothetical, theoretical, 
speculative, conjectural, suppositional, puta- 
tive, conceptual, imaginary, fanciful, unreal, il- 
lusory 

-opposites actual 

notoriety ► noun infamy, disrepute, ill repute, 
bad name, dishonour, discredit, dated ill fame 
notorious ► adjective infamous, scandalous, 
well known, famous, famed, legendary 
notwithstanding ►preposition notwithstand- 
ing his workload, he is a dedicated father despite, 
in spite of, regardless of, for all 

► adverb she is bright— notwithstanding, she is now 
jobless nevertheless, nonetheless, even so, all 
the same, in spite of this, despite this, how- 
ever, still, yet, that said, just the same, anyway, 
m any event, at any rate 

► conjunction notwithstanding that there was no space, 
they played on although, even though, though, 
in spite of the fact that, despite the fact that 

nought ► noun ©the batsman was out jor nought 
nil, zero, 0, Tennis love, Cncket a duck © (archaic) 
my work has all been for nought See naught 

nourish ►verb © patients must be well nourished 
feed, provide for, sustain, maintain ©we nour- 
ish the talents of children encourage, promote, 
foster, nurture, cultivate, stimulate, boost, ad- 
vance, assist, help, aid, strengthen, ennch 
0 the hopes Ursula nourished cherish, nurture, 
fQSter, harbour, nurse, entertain, maintain, 
hold, have 

nourishing ►adjective nutritious, nutritive, 
wholesome, good for one, healthy, health- 
giving, healthful, beneficial, sustaining 
-opposites unhealthy 

nourishment ► noun food, sustenance, nutri- 
ment. nutrition, subsistence, provisions, prov- 
ender, f ire, informal grub, nosh, chow, eats, Bnt 
informal scoff, N Amer informal chuck, formal com- 
estibles, dated victuals 

nouveau riche ►plural noun the new rich, 
parvenus, arrivistes, upstarts, social climbers, 
vulgarians 

novel 1 ►noun curl up with a good novel book, 
paperback, hardback, story, tale, narrative, ro- 
mance, best-seller, informal blockbuster See list 
novel 2 ► adjective a navel way of making money 
new, original, unusual, unfamiliar, unconven- 
tional, unorthodox, different, fresh, imagina- 
tive, innovative, innovatory, innovational, in- 
ventive, modem, neoteric, avant-garde, pion- 
eering, ground-breaking, revolutionary, rare, 
unique, singular, unprecedented, experimental, 
untested, untried, strange, exotic, newfangled 
-opposites traditional 

novelist ► noun writer, author, fictionist, 
man/woman of letters; informal penman, scrib- 
bler See list at writer. 

novelty ► noun © the novelty of our approach 
originality, newness, freshness, unconvention- 
ally, unfamilianty; difference, imaginative- 
ness, creativity, innovation, modernity ©we 
sell seasonal novelties knick-knack, tnnket, bau- 
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Types of Novel 

See also story. 

Aga saga 
antinovel 

autobiographical novel 
Bildungsroman 
bodice-npper 
detective story/novel 
dime novel 
epistolary novel 
Gothic novel 
graphic novel 
historical novel 
nouveau roman 
novelette 
novelization 
novella 
photonovel 
picaresque novel 


police procedural 
policier 
roman-d-def 
roman-d-thfcse 
roman experimental 
roman-fleuve 
roman nolr 
romantic novel 
saga 

stream of 
consciousness 
sword and sorcery 
techno-thriller 
thriller 
western 
whodunnit 


ble, toy, trifle, gewgaw, gimciack, ornament. N 
Amer kickshaw 

novice ►noun Qa five-day course for novices be 
ginner, learner, neophyte, newcomer, initiate, 
tyro, fledgling, apprentice, trainee, probation- 
er, student, pupil. N Amer tenderfoot, informal 
rookie, newie, newbie, N Amer informal green- 
horn 0u novice who was never ordained neo 
phyte, novitiate, postulant, proselyte, catechu 
men 

— opposi i fs expert, veteran 

novitiate ►noun Qa three-year novitiate pro 
bationary period, piobation. trial period, test 
period, apprenticeship, training period, 
traineeship, training, initiation ©two young 
novitiates novice, neophyte, postulant, pros- 
elyte, catechumen 

now ►adverb Of™ extremely busy now at the 
moment, at present, at the present (time/ 
moment), at this moment m time, cunently, N 
Amer presently, Bnt informal at the minute 
© television is now the matn source of news now 
adays, today, these days, in this day and age, 
in the present climate ©you must leave now at 
once, straight away, right away, right now, 
this minute, this instant, immediately, instant- 
ly, directly, without further ado, promptly, 
without delay, as soon as possible, informal 
pronto, straight off, a s a p 

■ as of now from this time on, from now on, 
henceforth, henceforward, from this day for- 
ward. in future, formal heieafter 

■ for now for the time being, tor the moment, 
for the present, for the meantime, archaic for 
the nonce 

■ not now later (on), sometime, one day, 
some day, one of these days, sooner or later, in 
due course, by and by. eventually, ultimately 

■ now and again occasionally, now and 
then, from time to time, sometimes, every so 
often, (every) now and again, at times, on occa- 
sions), (every) once in a while, periodically, 
once in a blue moon 

nowadays ► adverb these days, today, at the 
present time, in these times, in this day and 
age, now, currently, at the moment, at present, 
at this moment in time, in the present climate, 
N Amer presently 


noxious ►adjective poisonous, toxic, deadly, 
harmful, dangerous, pernicious, damaging, de- 
structive, unpleasant, nasty, disgusting, awful, 
dreadful, horrible, terrible, vile, revolting, foul, 
nauseating, appalling, offensive, malodorous, 
fetid, putrid, informal ghastly, horrid, poetic/ literary 
noisome, archaic disgustful 
-opposites innocuous 

nuance ► noun fine distinction, subtle differ- 
ence, shade, shading, gradation, variation, de- 
gree, subtlety, nicety, overtone 

nub ► noun crux, central point, main point, 
core, heart (of the matter), nucleus, essence, 
quintessence, kernel, marrow, meat, pith; gist, 
substance, informal nitty-gritty 

nubile ►adjective sexually mature, marriage- 
able. sexually attractive, desirable, sexy, lus- 
cious, informal beddable 

nucleus ►noun O the nucleus of the banking 
world core, centre, central part, heart, nub, 
hub. middle, eye. focus, focal point, pivot, 
crux Qa nuileus of union men supported him 
small group, caucus, cell, coterie, clique, fac- 
tion 

nude ► adjective (stark) naked, bare, unclothed, 
undiessed, disrobed, stripped, unclad, m a 
state of nature, au naturel, informal without a 
stitch on. in one’s birthday suit, m the raw, in 
the altogether, in the buff, in the nuddy, Bnt in- 
formal starkers, Scottish Informal in the scud. N 
Amer informal buck naked 
—opposi i fs clothed 

nudge ►verb Qhi’ nudged Ben poke, elbow, 
dig, prod, jog, jab ©the canoe nudged a bank 
touch, bump (against), push (against), run into 
©we nudged them into action prompt, encour- 
age, stimulate, prod, galvanize ©unemployment 
was nudging 3,000,000 approach, near, come 
close to. be verging on, border on 
► noun O Maggie gave him a nudge poke, dig (in 
the ribs), prod, jog, jab, push © after a nudge, 
she remembered Lilian reminder, prompt, 
prompting, prod, encouragement 

nugatory ►adjective Qa nugatory observation 
worthless, unimportant. inconsequential, 
valueless, trifling, trivial, insignificant, mean- 
ingless ©the shortages will render nugatory our 
hopes futile, useless vain, unavailing, null, in- 
valid 

nuggot ► noun lump, nub, chunk, piece, hunk, 
wad, gobbet, N Amer informal gob 

nuisance ► noun annoyance, inconvenience, 
bore, bother, irritation, problem, trouble, tnal, 
burden, pest, plague, thorn in one’s side/flesh. 
informal pain (in the neck), hassle, bind, drag, ag- 
gravation, headache, Scottish informal nyaff, skelf, 
N Amer informal nudnik. Austral / NZ informal nark 
-opposites blessing 

null ►adjective Q their marriage was declared null 
invalid, null and void, void, annulled, nullified, 
cancelled, revoked ©his null life character 
less, colourless, empty, insipid, vapid, dull, 
boring 

-opposites valid, interesting 

nullify ► O they nullified the legislation 
annul, render null and void, void, invalidate, 
repeal, reverse, rescind, revoke, cancel, abolish, 
countermand, do away with, terminate, quash, 
Law vacate, formal abrogate ©the costs would nul- 
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lijy any tax relief cancel out, neutralize, negate, 
negative 

—opposites ratify 

numb ► adjective his fingers were numb without 
sensation, without feeling, numbed, be- 
numbed, desensitized, insensible, senseless, un- 
feeling, anaesthetized, dazed, stunned, stupe- 
fied. paralysed, immobilized, frozen 
-opposites sensitive 

► verb the cold numbed her senses deaden, benumb, 
desensitize, dull, anaesthetize, daze, stupefy, 
paralyse, immobilize, freeze 

-opposites sensitize 

numbor ►noun Qa whole number numeral, in- 
teger. figure, digit, character, symbol, decimal, 
unit, cardinal number, ordinal number. See list 
at numeral Qa large number of complaints 
amount, quantity, total, aggregate, tally, quota 
© the wedding of one of their number group, com- 
pany, crowd, circle, party, band, crew, set, infor- 
mal gang ©the band performed another number 
song, piece (of music), tune, track, routine, 
sketch, dance, act 
-related terms numerical 

► verb O visitors numbered more than two million 
add up to. amount to, total, come to Qhe num- 
bers the fleet at a thousand calculate, count, 
total, compute, reckon, tally, assess. Bnt tot up, 
formal enumerate ©each paragraph is numbered 
assign a number to, mark with a number, 
itemize, enumerate Qhe numbers her among his 
friends ■ include, count, reckon, deem @ his days 
are numbered limit, restrict, fix 

■ a number of several, various, quite a few, 
sundiy 

■ without number countless, innumerable, 
unlimited, endless, limitless, untold, number- 
less. uncountable, uncounted, numerous, 
many, multiple, manifold, legion 

numberless ►adjective innumerable, count- 
less, unlimited, endless, limitless, untold, un- 
countable. uncounted, numerous, many, mul- 
tiple. manifold, legion, informal more than 

one can shake a stick at, poetic/ literary mynad 

numbing ►adjective O menthol has a numbing 
action, desensitizing, deadening, benumbing, 
anaesthetic, anaesthetizing, paralysing 
Q numbing cold freezing, raw, bitter, biting, 
arctic © numbing boredom stupefying, mind- 
numbing. stultifying, soporific 

numbskull ► noun {informal). See idiot 

numeral ►noun number, integer, figure, digit, 
character, symbol, unit See list 

numerous ►adjective (very) many, a lot of, 
scores of. countless, numberless, innumerable, 
several, quite a few, various, plenty of, copious, 
a quantity of. an abundance of, a profusion of. 
a multitude of; frequent, informal umpteen, lots 
of, loads of, masses of, stacks of, heaps of, bags 
of, tons of, oodles of, hundreds of, thousands 

of, millions of, more than one can shake a 

stick at; Bnt informal a shedload of. N Amer infor- 
mal gazillions of, Austral /NZ informal a swag of. 
poetic / literary mynad 
-opposites few 

numinous ►adjective spiritual, religious, div- 
ine, holy, sacred, mystenous, other-worldly, 
unearthly, transcendent 

nun ►noun sister, abbess, pnoress. Mother Su- 
perior, Reverend Mother; novice; bnde of 


Roman Numerals 


Roman 

Arabic 

Roman 

Arabic 

l 

1 

XVI 

16 

it 

2 

XVII 

17 

ill 

3 

XVIH 

18 

IV 

4 

XIX 

T9 

V 

5 

XX 

20 

VI 

6 

L 

50 

VII 

7 

c 

100 

VIII 

8 

D 

500 

IX 

9 

M 

1,000 

X 

10 

V 

5,000 

XI 

11 

X 

10,000 

XII 

12 

u 

50,000 

XIII 

13 

z 

100,000 

XIV 

14 

15 

500,000 

XV 

15 

M 

1,000,000 


Chnst, religious, conventual, contemplative, ca- 
noness, poetic /literary vestal, histoncal anchoress 
See list at Christianity 

nuncio ► noun (papal) ambassador, legate, 
envoy, messenger 

nunnery ► noun convent, priory, abbey, clois 
ter, religious community 

nuptial ►adjective matrimonial, marital, mar- 
riage, wedding, conjugal, bridal, married, wed- 
ded, Law spousal, poetic/ literary connubial 

nuptials ►plural noun wedding (ceremony). 
marriage, union, archaic espousal 

nurse ►noun Q skilled nurses carer, caregiver; 
informal Florence Nightingale, nursey, N Amer in- 
formal candy-stnper ©she had been his nurse in 
childhood nanny, nursemaid, nursery nurse, 
childminder, governess, au pair, childcarer, 
babysitter, ayah 

► verb Qthey nursed smallpox patients care for, 
take care of, look after, tend, minister to QI 
nursed my sore finger treat, medicate, tend, 
dress, bandage, soothe, informal doctor QRosa 
was nursing her baby breastfeed, suckle, feed 
O they nursed old grievances harbour, foster, en- 
tertain, bear, have, hold (on to), chensh, cling 
to, retain e our unity needs to be nursed nur- 
ture, encourage, promote, boost, assist, help, 
cultivate, protect, safeguard 

nursemaid ► noun. See nurse noun sense 2 

nurture ►verb Qshe nurtured her children into 
adulthood bring up, care for, take care of, look 
after, tend, rear, raise, support, foster; parent, 
mother Qwe nurtured these plants cultivate, 
grow, keep, tend Qhe nurtured my love of art 
encourage, promote, stimulate, develop, fos- 
ter, cultivate, boost, contribute to, assist, help, 
abet, strengthen, fuel 
-opposites neglect, hinder 

► noun O we are what nature and nurture have made 
us upbringing, rearing, raising, childcare; train- 
ing, education. Qthe nurture of ideas: encour- 
agement, promotion, fostering, development, 
cultivation. 

-opposites nature. 

nut ►noun Qnuts in their shells' kernel. See list 
Q (informal) he smacked her on the nut: head, skull, 
cranium, crown; informal noodle, noggin, dome. 
Bnt informal bonce; informal, dated conk, noddle 
© (informal) some nut arrived at the office: maniac, 
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Nuts 


acorn 

cohune nut 

lltchi nut 

almond 

cola nut 

macadamia 

areca nut 

conker 

nut 

beechnut 

coqulDa nut 

mockemut 

betel nut 

double 

monkey nut 

blttemut 

coconut 

palm nut 

Brazil nut 

dwarf 

peanut 

breadnut 

chestnut 

pecan 

burrawang 

earthnut 

pine nut 

nut 

filbert 

plfton 

butternut 

groundnut 

pistachio 

candlenut 

grugrunut 

quandong 

cashew 

gum nut 

Queensland nut 

chestnut 

hazelnut 

sal nut 

chincapin 

hickory nut 

saouari nut 

cobnut 

hognut 

sweet chestnut 

coco-de-mer 

horse 

walnut 

coconut 

chestnut 

water chestnut 

coffee nut 

tvorynut 

white walnut 


lunatic, madman, madwoman, eccentric, infor- 
mal loony, nutcase, fruitcake, head case, crank, 
crackpot, weirdo, Bnt informal nutter, N Amer in- 
formal screwball, crazy, N Amer & Austral /NZ infor- 
mal dingbat Q (informal) a movie nut enthusiast, 
fan, devotee, aficionado, informal freak, fiend, 
fanatic, addict, buff. N Amer informal jock 

■ do one 1 * nut (informal) be very angry, be furi- 
ous, lose one’s tempei, go into a rage, informal 
go mad. go crazy, go wild, go bananas, have a 
fit, blow one’s top, hit the roof, go off the deep 
end. go ape, flip, lose one’s rag, Bnt informal go 
spare 

■ off one’s nut ( informal) See mad sense 1 
nutriment ► noun nourishment, nutrients, 

sustenance, goodness, nutrition, food 
nutrition ►noun nourishment, nutriment, nu- 


trients, sustenance, food, informal grub, chow, 
nosh, Bnt informal scoff, poetic/ literary viands, dated 
victuals, archaic aliment 
-RELATED TERMS trophic 

nutritious ►adjective nourishing, good for 
one. full of nutrients, nutritive, nutnmental, 
wholesome, healthy, healthful, beneficial, sus- 
taining 

nuts ►adjective (informal) Q they thought we were 
nuts See mad sense 1 ©he's nuts about her in 
fatuated with, keen on. devoted to, in love 
with, smitten with, enamoured of, hot for, infor- 
mal mad, crazy, nutty, wild, hooked on, gone 
on, Bnt informal potty 

nuts and bolts ►plural noun practical de 
tails, fundamentals, basics, practicalities, es- 
sentials. mechanics, informal nitty-gntty. ms and 
outs, brass tacks 

nutty ►adjective ( informal) Q they're all nutty See 
mad sense 1 ©she’s nutty about Elvis See nuts 
sense 2 

nuzzle ► verb 0 the horse nuzzled at her pocket 
nudge, nose, prod, push ©she nuzzled up to her 
boyfriend snuggle, cuddle, nestle, burrow, em- 
brace, hug 

nymph ►noun Qa nymph with winged sandals 
spirit See list © (poetic/ literary) a skinny nymph 
with brown eyes girl, belle, nymphet, sylph, 
young woman, young lady, Scottish & N English 
lass, Bnt dated rosebud, poetic /literary maid, maid- 
en, damsel 

Nymphs 

dryad nereid sprite 

hamadryad Oceanid sylph 

naiad oread undine 





oaf ►noun lout, boor, baibanan, Neanderthal, 
chuil, bumpkin, yokel, fool, idiot, imbecile, in- 
formal cretin, ass, goon, oik. yahoo, ape. lump, 
clod, meathead, bonehead. lamebrain, Bnt infor- 
mal clot, plonker, berk, pillock, yob, yobbo, 
Scottish informal nyaff, gowk. N Amer informal bozo, 
dumbhead, lummox, klutz, goofus, clunk, tur- 
key, Austral informal hoon, dingbat, galah, 
drongo, archaic lubber 

oafish ►adjective stupid, foolish, idiotic, lout- 
ish, awkward, gawkish, clumsy, lumbering, 
ape-like, cloddish, Neanderthal, uncouth, un- 
cultured, boorish, rough, coarse, brutish, ill- 
mannered, uniefined, informal clodhopping, 
blockheaded, boneheaded, thickheaded, Bnt in- 
formal yobbish, archaic lubberly 

oasis ► noun O nn oasis near Cairo watering 
hole, watering place, water hole, spiing ©a 
cool oasis in a hot summer refuge, haven, re- 
treat, sanctuary, sanctum, harbour, asylum 

oath ►noun ©an oath of allegiame vow, pledge, 
promise, avowal, aflfii illation, word (of honour), 
bond, guarantee, formal troth ©he uttered u 
stream of oaths swear word, profanity, exple- 
tive, four-letter word, dirty word, obscenity, 
vulgarity, cuise, malediction, informal cuss 
(word), formal imprecation 

Obdurate ►adjective stubborn, obstinate, in- 
transigent. inflexible, unyielding, unbending, 
pig-headed, mulish, stiff-necked, headstrong, 
unshakeabie. intractable, unpersuadable, im- 
movable, inexorable, uncompromising, iron- 
willed, adamant, him. determined, Bnt informal 
bloody-minded 
-opposiits malleable 

Obedient ►adjective compliant, biddable, ac- 
quiescent. ti actable, amenable, malleable, pli- 
able. pliant, dutiful, good, law-abiding, defeien- 
tiul, respectful, duteous, well tiained, well dis 
ciplincd, manageable, governable, docile, tame, 
meek, passive, submissive, unresisting, yield- 
ing 

-opposiiis rebellious 

obeisance ►noun ©a gesture of obeisance re 
spect, homage, woiship, adoration, reverence, 
veneration, honoui, submission, defeience 
©she made a deep obeisance bow, curtsy, bob. 
genuflection, salaam, histoncai kowtow 

obelisk ► noun column, pillar, needle, shaft, 
monolith, monument 

Obese ►adjective fat, overweight, corpulent, 
gross, stout, fleshy, heavy, portly, paunchy, 
pot-bellied, beer-bellied, well upholstered, well 
padded, broad m the beam, bulky, bloated, 
flabby, informal porky, roly-poly, blubbery, Bnt in- 
formal podgy, archaic pursy 
-opposites thin 

Obey ►verb ©I obeyed hi m without question do 
what someone says, carry out someone’s or- 
ders, submit to, defer to, bow to, yield to © he 
refused to obey the order carry out, perform, act 
on, execute, discharge, implement, fulfil 
e health and safety regulations have to be obeyed 


comply with, adhere to, observe, abide by, act 
m accordance with, conform to, respect, fol- 
low. keep to. stick to, play it by the book, toe 
the line 

— opposin' s defy, ignore 

obfuscate ►verb obscure, confuse, blui, 
muddle, complicate, muddy, cloud, befog, 
muddy the waters 
-opposites clarify 

obituary ► noun death notice, informal obit, for- 
mal necrology 

Object ►noun © wooden objects thing, article, 
item, device, gadget, informal doodah, thmgama- 
jig, thingamabob, thingummy, whatsit, what- 
chamacallit, thingy, Bnt informal gubbins, N Amer 
informal doodad, dingus ©he became the object of 
cntiasm target, butt, focus, recipient, victim 
e his object was to resolve the crisis objective. 
aim, goal, taiget, purpose, end (in view), plan, 
object of the exercise, point, ambition, design, 
intent, intention, idea 

► verb teachers objected to the scheme protest 
about, oppose, raise objections to, expiess dis- 
approval of. take exception to. take issue with, 
take a stand against, argue against, quairel 
with, condemn, draw the line at, demui at, 
mind, complain about, cavil at, quibble about, 
beg to differ, informal kick up a fuss/stink about 
-opposites approve, accept 

objection ► noun protest, protestation, 
demur, demunal, complaint, expostulation, 
grievance, cavil, quibble, opposition, argument, 
countei-aigument, disagreement, disapproval, 
dissent, informal niggle 

objectionable ► adjective unpleasant, dis 
agreeable, distasteful, displeasing, off-putting, 
undesirable, obnoxious, offensive, nasty, hor- 
rible, horrid, disgusting, awful, terrible, dread- 
ful. frightful, appalling, insufferable, odious, 
vile, foul, unsavoury, repulsive, repellent, re- 
pugnant, revolting, abhorrent, loathsome, hate- 
ful, detestable, repiehensible, deplorable, infor- 
mal ghastly, Bnt informal beastly, formal exception- 
able, rebarbative 
-oppositfs pleasant 

Objective ►adjective ©an interviewer must try 
to be objective impartial, unbiased, unpreju- 
diced, non-partisan, disinterested, neutral, un- 
mvolved, even-handed, equitable, fair, fair- 
minded, just, open-minded, dispassionate, de- 
tached ©the world of objective knowledge fac 
tual, actual, real, empirical, verifiable 
-opposites biased, subjective. 

► noun our objective is to build a profitable business 
aim, intention, purpose, target, goal, intent, ob- 
ject, object of the exercise, point, end (in view), 
idea, design, plan, ambition, aspiration, desire, 
hope. 

Objectively ► adverb impartially, without 
bias, without prejudice, even-handedly, dispas- 
sionately, detachedly, equitably, fairly, justly, 
with an open mind, without fear or favour 
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objectivity ► noun impartiality, lack of bias/ 
prejudice, fairness, fair-mindedness, neutrality, 
even-handedness, justice, open-mindedness, 
disinterest, detachment, dispassion, dispassion- 
ateness 

oblation ► noun religious offering, offering, 
sacrifice, peace offering, burnt offering, first 
fruits, libation 

obligate ► verb oblige, compel, commit, bind, 
require, constrain, force, impel, make 
obligation ► noun Q his professional obligations 
duty, commitment, lesponsibility, function, 
task, job, assignment, commission, burden, 
charge, onus, liability, accountability, require- 
ment, debt, archaic devoir 0 a sense of obligation 
duty, compulsion, indebtedness, duress, neces- 
sity, pressure, constraint 
■ under an obligation beholden, obliged, in 
someone’s debt, indebted, obligated, owing 
someone a debt of gratitude, duty-bound, 
honour-bound 

obligatory ►adjective compulsory, manda- 
tory, prescribed, required, demanded, statu- 
tory, enforced, binding, incumbent, requisite, 
necessary, imperative, unavoidable, inescap- 
able. essential 
-opposites optional 

oblige ►verb ©both parties are obliged lo accept 
the decision require, compel, bind, constrain, 
obligate, leave someone no option, foice ©HI 
he happy to oblige you do someone a favour, ac- 
commodate, help, assist, serve, gratify some- 
one’s wishes, indulge, humour 
Obliged ►adjective thankful, grateful, appre- 
ciative, much obliged, beholden, indebted, in 
someone’s debt 

obliging ►adjective helpful, accommodating, 
willing, cooperative, considerate, complaisant, 
agreeable amenable, geneious, kind, neigh- 
bourly, hospitable, pleasant, good-natured, ami- 
able, gracious, unselfish, civil, courteous, po 
life. Bnt informal decent 
— oppositfs unhelpful 

Oblique ►adjective Qun oblique line slanting, 
slanted, sloping, at an angle, angled, diagonal, 
aslant, slant, slantwise, skew, on the skew, 
askew, squint, N Amer cater-comered ©an ob- 
lique reference indirect, inexplicit, roundabout, 
circuitous, circumlocutory, implicit, implied, 
elliptical, evasive, backhanded ©an oblique 
glance sidelong, sideways, furtive, covert, sly, 
surreptitious 

-opposites straight, direct 
► noun slash, solidus, backslash, diagonal, vir- 
gule 

Obliquely ►adverb ©the sun shone obliquely 
across the tower diagonally, at an angle, slant- 
wise, sideways, sidelong, aslant ©he referred 
obliquely to the war indirectly, in a roundabout 
way. not in so many words, circuitously eva- 
sively 

obliterate ►verb Oh? tried to obliterate the 
memory, erase, eradicate, expunge, efface, wipe 
out, blot out, rub out, remove all traces of © a 
nuclear explosion that would obliterate a city ■ des 
troy, wipe out, annihilate, demolish, liquidate, 
wipe off the face of the earth, wipe off the 
map, informal zap. © clouds were darkening obliter- 
ating the sun hide, obscure, blot out, block, 
cover, screen. 


oblivion ► noun O they drank themselves into ob- 
livion unconsciousness, insensibility, stupor, 
stupefaction, coma, blackout, poetic / literary the 
waters of Lethe ©they rescued him from artistic 
oblivion obscurity, limbo, anonymity, neglect, 
disregard 

-oppositls consciousness, fame 

oblivious ► adjective unaware, unconscious, 
heedless, unmindful, insensible, unheeding, ig- 
norant, blind, deaf, unsuspecting, unobservant, 
unconcerned, impervious, unaffected 
-opposites conscious 

obloquy ► noun Q he endured years of contempt 
and obloquy vilification, opprobrium, vituper- 
ation, condemnation, denunciation, abuse, 
criticism, censure, defamation, denigration, re- 
vilement, calumny, insults, informal flak, formal 
castigation, excoriation, archaic contumely 
© conduct to which no moral obloquy could reason- 
ably attach disgrace, dishonour, shame, dis- 
credit, stigma, humiliation, loss of face, igno- 
miny. odium, opprobrium, disfavour, disre- 
pute, ill repute, infamy, stain, notoriety, scan- 
dal 

-opposites praise, honoui 

obnoxious ► adjective unpleasant, disagree- 
able, nasty, distasteful, offensive, objectionable, 
unsavoury, unpalatable. Twful, terrible, dread- 
ful, frightful, revolting, repulsive, repellent, re- 
pugnant, disgusting, odious, vile, foul, abhor- 
lent, loathsome, nauseating, sickening, hateful, 
insufferable, intolerable, informal horrible, hor- 
rid. ghastly, gross, putrid, sick-making, yucky. 
God-awful, Bnt informal beastly, archaic disgustful, 
loathly 

— opposi I ls delightful 

obscene ►adjective Q obscene literature porno 
graphic, indecent, smutty, dirty, filthy, X-rated, 
‘adult’ . explicit, lewd, rude, vulgar, coarse, 
crude, immoral, improper, off colour, scato- 
logical, profane, informal blue, pom, porno, skin 
©an obscene crime shocking, scandalous, vile, 
foul, atrocious, outrageous, heinous, odious, 
abhorrent, abominable, disgusting, hideous, re- 
pugnant, repulsive, revolting, repellent, loath- 
some, nauseating, sickening, awful, dreadful, 
terrible, frightful 

ObSCOnity ► noun ©the book was banned on the 
grounds of obscenity indecency, immorality, im- 
propriety, smuttiness, sinut, lewdness, rude- 
ness, vulgarity, dirt, filth, coaiseness, crudity, 
profanity, profaneness ©the men scowled and 
muttered obscenities expletive, swear word, oath, 
profanity, curse, four-letter word, dirty word, 
blasphemy, informal cuss, cuss word, formal im- 
precation 

Obscure ►adjective ©his origins and parentage 
remain obscure unclear, uncertain, unknown, 
in doubt, doubtful, dubious, mysterious, hazy, 
vague, indeterminate, concealed, hidden © ob- 
scure references to Proust mystifying, puzzling, 
perplexing, baffling, ambiguous, cryptic, enig- 
matic, Delphic, oracular, oblique, opaque, ellip- 
tical, unintelligible, incomprehensible, impene- 
trable, unfathomable, abstruse, recondite, ar- 
cane, esoteric; informal as clear as mud ©an ob- 
scure Peruvian painter little known, unknown, 
unheard of, undistinguished, unimportant, 
nameless, minor, unsung, unrecognized, for- 
gotten ©an obscure shape indistinct, faint, 
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vague, nebulous, ill-defined, unclear, blurred, 
blurry, misty, hazy 

-opposites clear, plain, tamous, distinct 

► verb Qgrey clouds obscured the sun hide, conceal, 
cover, veil, shroud, screen, mask, cloak, cast a 
shadow ovei, shadow, block, obliterate, eclipse, 
darken Q recent events have obscured the issue 
confuse, complicate, obfuscate, cloud, blur, 
muddy, muddy the waters, poetic/ literary befog 
-oppositfs reveal, clarify 

Obscurity ►noun Qthe discovery rescued him 
from relative obscurity insignificance, mconspicu- 
ousness, unimportance, anonymity, limbo, twi- 
light. oblivion 0 poems of impenetrable obscurity 
incomprehensibility, impenetrability, unmtelii- 
gibility, opacity ©the obscurities in his poems and 
plays enigma, puzzle, mystery, difficulty, prob- 
lem 

-oppositfs fame, clarity 

Obsequies ►plural noun funeral rites, fu- 
neral service, ftineral, burial, interment, en- 
tombment, inhumation, last offices, formal exe- 
quies, archaic sepulture 

obsequious ► adjective servile, ingratiating, 
sycophantic, fawning, unctuous, oily, oleagin- 
ous, grovelling, clinging, subservient, submis- 
sive, slavish, informal slimy, bootlicking, 
smarmy 

Observable ►adjective noticeable, visible, 
perceptible, perceivable, detectable, distin- 
guishable, discernible, recognizable, evident, 
apparent, manifest, obvious, patent, clear, dis- 
tinct. plain, unmistakable, archaic sensible 

Observance ►noun Ostnct observance oj the 
rules compliance, adherence, accordance, re- 
spect, observation, fulfilment, obedience, keep- 
ing, obeying 0 religious observances rite, ritual, 
ceremony, ceremonial, celebration, practice, 
service, office, festival, tradition, custom, 
usage, formality, form 

Observant ►adjective alert, sharp-eyed, 
sharp, eagle-eyed, hawk-eyed, having eyes like * 
a hawk, keen-eyed, watchful, heedful, aware, 
on the lookout, on the qui vive, on guard, at- 
tentive, vigilant, having one’s eyes open/ 
peeled, informal beady-eyed, not missing a trick, 
on the ball 

-opposites inattentive 

Observation ►noun Q detailed observation of 
the animal's behaviour monitoring, watching, 
scrutiny, examination, inspection, survey, sur- 
veillance, attention, consideration, study 0his 
observations were concise and to the point remark, 
comment, statement, utterance, pronounce- 
ment. declaration, opinion, impression, 
thought, reflection ©the observation of the law 
observance, compliance, adherence, respect, 
obedience, keeping, obeying 

Observe ►verb Qshe observed that all the chairs 
were occupied notice, see, note, perceive, dis- 
cern, spot, poetic/ literary espy, descry ©she was 
alarmed to discover he had been observing her 
watch, look at, eye, contemplate, view, survey, 
regard, keep an eye on, scrutinize, keep under 
observation, keep watch on. keep under sur- 
veillance, monitor, keep a weather eye on, infbr- 
mal keep tabs on, keep a beady eye on, poetic/ 
literary behold ©Ton look tired / she observed • re- 
mark, comment, say, mention, declare, an- 
nounce. state, pronounce; formal opine ©both 


countries agreed to observe the ceasefire comply 
with, abide by, keep, obey, adhere to, heed, 
honour, fulfil, respect, follow, consent to, ac- 
quiesce in. accept 0 townspeople observed the 
one-year anniversary of the flood commemorate, 
mark, keep, memorialize, remember, celebrate 

observer ► noun O fl casual observer might not 
have noticed spectator, onlooker, watcher, 
looker-on, fly on the wall, viewer, witness, infor- 
mal rubberneck, poetic/ literary beholder 0 indus- 
try observers expect the deal to be finalized today 
commentator, reporter, monitor 

obsess ►verb preoccupy, be uppermost in 
someone’s mind, prey on someone’s mind, 
piey on, possess, haunt, consume, plague, tor- 
ment, hound, bedevil, beset, take control of, 
take ovei, have a hold on, eat up, gnp 

obsessed ► adjective fixated, possessed, con- 
sumed. infatuated, besotted, informal smitten, 
hung up. N Amer informal hipped 

obsession ►noun fixation, ruling/consuming 
passion, passion, mania, idee fixe, compulsion, 
preoccupation, infatuation, addiction, fetish, 
craze, hobby horse, phobia, complex, neurosis, 
informal bee in one’s bonnet, hang-up, thing 

obsessive ► adjective all-consuming, consum- 
ing, compulsive, controlling, obsessional, fanat 
ical, neurotic, excessive, besetting, toimenting, 
inescapable, informal pathological 

obsolescent ► adjective dying out, on the de- 
cline, declining, waning, on the wane, disap- 
peanng, past its prime, ageing, moribund, on 
its last legs, out of date, outdated, old- 
fashioned, outmoded, informal on the way out, 
past it 

obsolete ►adjective out of date, outdated, 
outmoded, old-fashioned, demode, passe, no 
longer in use, disused, fallen into disuse, super- 
annuated, outworn, antiquated, antediluvian, 
anachronistic, discontinued, old, dated, ar- 
chaic, ancient, fossilized, extinct, defunrt, 
dead, bygone, informal out of the ark, prehis 
tone, Bnt informal past its sell-by date 
-opposites current, modern 

obstacle ►noun barrier, hurdle, stumbling 
block, obstruction, bar, block, impediment, 
hindrance, snag, catch, drawback, hitch, handi- 
cap, deterrent, complication, difficulty, prob- 
lem, fly in the ointment, disadvantage, curb, 
check, Bnt spanner in the works, poetic/ literary 
trammel 

-opposites advantage, aid 

obstinacy ► noun stubbornness, inflexibility, 
intransigence, intractability, obduracy, mulish- 
ness, pig-headedness, wilfiilness, contrariness, 
perversity, recalcitrance, implacability, persist- 
ence, tenacity, tenaciousness, doggedness, 
single-mindedness, determination, Bnt informal 
bloody-mmdedness, bolshmess, formal pertin- 
acity, refractoriness 

obstinate ► adjective stubborn, unyielding, 
inflexible, unbending, intransigent, intractable, 
obdurate, mulish, stubborn as a mule, pig- 
headed, self-willed, strong-willed, headstrong, 
wilful, contrary, perverse, recalcitrant, unco- 
operative, unmanageable, stiff-necked, uncom- 
promising, implacable, unrelenting, immov- 
able, unshakeable; persistent, tenacious, dog- 
ged, singleminded, adamant, determined; Bnt 
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informal bloody-minded, bolshie, N Amer informal 
balky, formal refractory, pertinacious 
-opposites compliant 

obstreperous ► adjective unruly, unmanage- 
able, disorderly, undisciplined, uncontrollable, 
rowdy, disruptive truculent, difficult, rebelli 
ous, mutinous, notous, out of control, wild, 
turbulent, uproarious, boisterous, noisy, loud, 
clamorous, raucous, vociferous, informal rumbus- 
tious, Bnt informal stroppy, bolshie. N Amer infor- 
mal rambunctious, formal refractory 
-opposites quiet, restrained 
Obstruct ► verb Q emu rt 1 that air bricks and 
vents arc not obstructed block (up), clog (up), get 
in the way of, occlude, cut off, shut off, bung 
up, choke, dam up. barricade, bai, Bnt informal 
gunge up 0he was charged Vi nth obstructing the 
trajffu hold up, bring to a standstill, stop, halt, 
block 0 fears that the regime would obstruct the 
distribution of food impede, hinder, interfere 
with, hamper, block, interrupt, hold up. stand 
in the way of, frustrate, thwart, baulk, inhibit, 
hamstring, sabotage, slow down, retard, delay, 
stonewall, stop, halt, restrict, limit, curb, put a 
brake on, bndle, N Amer informal bork 
-opposites clear, facilitate 

obstruction ►noun obstacle, barnei, stum 
bling block, hurdle, bar, block, impediment, 
hindrance, snag, fly m the ointment, difficulty, 
catch drawback, hitch, handicap, deterrent, 
curb, check, restriction, blockage, stoppage, 
congestion, bottleneck, hold-up, Bnt spanner in 
the works. Medicine occlusion 
obstructive ► adjective unhelpful, uncoopera- 
tive, awkward, difficult, unaccommodating, dis- 
obliging, perverse, contrary, Bnt informal bloody- 
minded, bolshie, N Amer informal balky 
-opposites helpful 

Obtain ► verb O the newspaper obtained a copy of 
the letter get, acquit e. come by, secure, pro- 
cure. come into the possession of. pick up, be 
given, gam, earn, achieve, attain, informal get 
hold of, get/lay one’s hands on. get one’s mitts 
on, land © (formal) rules obtaining in other jurisdic- 
tions prevail, be in force, apply, exist, be in 
use, be in effect, stand, hold, be the case 
-opposites lose 

Obtainable ► adjective available, to be had, in 
circulation, on the market, on offer, in season, 
at one’s disposal, at hand, attainable, procur- 
able, accessible, informal up for giabs, on tap, 
get-at-able 

obtrusive ► adjective conspicuous, prominent, 
noticeable, obvious, unmistakable, intrusive, 
out of place, informal sticking out a mile, stick- 
ing out like a sore thumb 
-opposites inconspicuous 

Obtuse ►adjective stupid, foolish, slow-witted, 
slow, dull-witted, unintelligent, ignorant, 
simple-minded, insensitive, imperceptive, un- 
comprehending; Informal dim, dim-witted, dense, 
dumb, slow on the uptake, half-witted, brain- 
dead, moronic, cretinous, thick, dopey, dozy, 
wooden-headed, boneheaded; Bnt informal divvy, 
Scottish & N English informal glaikit, N Amer informal 
dumb-ass, chowderheaded 
-opposites clever 

Obviate ► verb preclude, prevent, remove, get 
rid of, do away with, get round, rule out, elim- 
inate, make unnecessary 


obvious ►adjective clear, crystal clear, plain, 
evident, apparent, manifest, patent, conspicu- 
ous, pronounced, transparent, palpable, prom- 
inent, marked, decided, distinct, noticeable, 
perceptible, visible, discernible, unmistakable, 
indisputable, self-evident, incontrovertible, in- 
contestable, undeniable, as plain as a pikestaff, 
as cleai as day, stanng someone in the face, 
overt, open, undisguised, unconcealed, frank, 
glaring, blatant, written all over someone, infor- 
mal as plain as the nose on your face, sticking 
out like a sore thumb, sticking out a mile 
-opposites imperceptible 

obviously ►adverb clearly, evidently, plain- 
ly, patently, visibly, disccmibly. manifestly, no- 
ticeably, unmistakably, undeniably, mcontio- 
vertibly, demonstrably, unquestionably, un- 
doubtedly, without doubt, doubtless, of course, 
naturally, needless to say. it goes without say- 
ing 

-opposites perhaps 

occasion ► noun Q<1 prexious occasion time, in- 
stance, juncture, point, event, occurrence, af- 
fair, incident, episode, experience, situation, 
case, circumstance Qa family occasion social 
event, event, affair, function, celebration, 
party, get-together, gathering, informal do. bash 
© I doubt if the occasion will arise opportunity. 
right moment, chance, opening, window O l l' s 
the first time I’ve had occasion to comphvn reason. 
cause, call, grounds, justification, need, motive 

► verb her situation occasioned a good deal of sym- 
pathy cause, give rise to. bring about, result 
in, lead to. piompt. elicit, call forth, produce, 
create, arouse, generate, engender, precipitate, 
provoke, stn up. inspire, spark off, trigger. 
poetic/ literary beget 

■ on occasion. See occasionally 

occasional ► adjective infrequent, intermit- 
tent. irregular, periodic, sporadic, odd, iandom, 
uncommon, few and far between, isolated, 
rare, N Amer sometime 
-opposites regular, frequent 

occasionally ► adverb sometimes, ffom time 
to time, (every) now and then, (every) now and 
again, at times, every so often, (every) once in 
a while, on occasion, periodically, at intervals, 
irregularly, sporadically, infrequently, intermit- 
tently, on and off, off and on 
-opposites often 

occlude ► verb block (up), stop (up), obstruct, 
clog (up), close, shut, bung up, choke 

OCCUlt ► noun his interest in the occult the super 
natural, supematuralisin, magic, black magic, 
witchcraft, sorcery, necromancy, wizardry, the 
black arts, occultism, diabolism, devil worship, 
devilry, voodoo, hoodoo, white magic, mysti- 
cism, NZ makutu 

► adjective Q occult powers supernatural, magic, 
magical, mystical, mystic, psychic, preternat- 
ural, transcendental, cabbalistic, hermetic 
0 the typically occult language of the time esoter 
ic, arcane, recondite, abstruse, secret, obscure, 
incomprehensible, impenetrable, puzzling, per- 
plexing, mystifying, mysterious, enigmatic 

occupancy ►noun occupation, tenancy, ten- 
ure, residence, residency, inhabitation, habita- 
tion, living, lease, holding, owner-occupancy, 
formal dwell mg 
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OCCUpant ► noun © the occupants of the houses 
resident, inhabitant, owner, householder, ten- 
ant, renter, leaseholder, lessee, addressee, Bnt 
occupier, owner-occupier, formal dweller ©the 
first occupant of the post incumbent, holder 

Occupation ► noun O his father's occupation 
job, profession, (line of) work, trade, employ- 
ment. position, post, situation, business, car- 
eer, metier, vocation, calling, craft, Austral infor - 
mat grip, archaic employ ©her leisure occupations 
pastime, activity, hobby, pursuit, interest, en- 
tertainment. recreation, amusement, divertisse- 
ment 0 a property suitable for occupation by older 
people residence, residency, habitation, inhab- 
itation, occupancy, tenancy, tenure, lease, liv- 
ing in. formal dwelling © the Roman occupation of 
Britain conquest, capture, invasion, seizure, 
takeover, annexation, overrunning, subjuga- 
tion. subjection, appropriation, colonization, 
rule, control, suzerainty 

occupational ► adjective job-related, woik. 
professional, vocational, employment, business, 
career 

occupied ► adjective © tasks which kept her occu- 
pied all day busy, engaged, working, at woik, 
active; informal tied up, hard at it. on the go 
©all the tables were occupied in use, full, en- 
gaged, taken ©only two of the flats are occupied 
inhabited, lived-in, tenanted, settled 
-opposites free, vacant 

OCCUpy ►verb Q Carol occupied the basement Jl at 
live in, inhabit, be the tenant of. lodge in, 
move into, take up residence in, people, popu- 
late. settle, Scottish stay in, formal reside in. dwell 
in ©two windows occupied almost the whole of the 
end wall take up. fill, fill up, cover, use up 
©he occupies a senior post at the Treasury hold, 
fill, have, informal hold down ©/ need something 
to occupy my mind engage, busy, employ, dis- 
tract, absorb, engross, preoccupy, hold, inter- 
est. involve, entertain, amuse, divert 0 the re - 
gi on was iKcupied by Soviet troops capture, seize, 
take possession of, conquer, invade, overrun, 
take over, colonize, garrison, annex, subjugate 

OCCUr ►verb ©the accident occurred at about 
3 30 . happen, take place, come about, transpire, 
materialize, anse, crop up, N Amer informal go 
down, poetic/ literary come to pass, befall, betide, 
archaic hap, formal eventuate © the disease occurs 
chiefly in tropical climates be found, be present, 
exist, appear, prevail, present itself, manifest 
itself, turn up ©an idea occurred to her enter 
ones head/mind, cross one’s mind, come to 
mind, spring to mind, strike one, hit one. 
dawn on one. suggest itself. 

occurrence ► noun © vandalism used to be a 
rare occurrence event, incident, happening, phe- 
nomenon. affair, matter, circumstance ©the 
occurrence of cancer increases wtth age existence, 
instance, appearance, manifestation, material- 
ization. development, frequency, incidence, 
rate, prevalence, Statistics distribution 

ocean ► noun © the ocean was calm the sea, in- 
formal the drink; Bnt informal the briny, poetic / 
literary the deep, the waves, the main See list at 
sea. © {informal) she had oceans of energy See lot 
pronoun 

Odd ►adjective ©an odd man strange, peculiar, 
weird, queer, funny, bizarre, eccentric, un- 
usual, unconventional, outlandish, quirky. 


zany, informal wacky, kooky, screwy, oddball, 
offbeat, off the wall ©quite a few odd things had 
happened strange, unusual, peculiar, funny, 
curious, bizarre, weird, uncanny, queer, outre, 
unexpected, unfamiliar, abnormal, atypical, 
anomalous, diffeient, out of the ordinary, out 
of the way. exceptional, rare, extraordinary, re- 
markable, puzzling, mystifying, mysterious, 
perplexing, baffling, unaccountable, uncom- 
mon, irregular, singular, deviant, aberrant, 
fieak, freakish ©we have the odd dnnk together | 
he does odd jobs for friends occasional, casual, 
inegular, isolated, random, sporadic, periodic, 
miscellaneous, various, varied, sundry ©odd 
shoes mismatched, unmatched, unpaired, sin- 
gle, lone, solitary, extra, surplus, leftover, re- 
maining 

-opposites normal, ordinary, regular 

■ odd man out outsider, exception, oddity, 
nonconformist, mavenck, individualist, misfit, 
fish out of water, square peg in a round hole 

oddity ► noun ©she was regarded as a bit of an 
oddity eccentric, crank, misfit, mavenck, non- 
conformist, rare bird, informal character, oddball, 
weirdo, crackpot, nut, freak, Bnt informal nutter, 
N Amer informal screwball, kook, informal, dated 
case ©his work remains an oddity in some re- 
spects anomaly, aberration, cuiiositv. rarity 
© the oddities of human nature peculiarity, idio- 
syncrasy, eccentricity, quirk, irregularity, twist 

oddment ►plural noun scrap, remnant, bit, 
piece, leftover, fragment, snippet, offeut, end. 
shred, tail end. Bnt informal fag end. (oddments) 
odds and ends, bits and pieces, bits and bobs 

Odds ► plural noun © the odds are that he ls no 
longer alive, likelihood, probability, chances, 
chance, balance ©the odds are in our favour ad 
vantage, edge, superiority, supremacy, ascend- 
ancy 

■ at odds ©he was at odds with hi s colleagues in 
conflict, in disagreement, on bad terms, at 
cross purposes, at loggerheads, quarrelling, ar- 
guing, at daggers drawn, at each other’s 
throats, N Amer on the outs © behaviour at odds 
with the interests of the company at variance, out 
of keeping, out of line, in opposition, conflict- 
ing, contrary, incompatible, inconsistent, irre- 
concilable 

■ odds and ends bits and pieces, bits and 
bobs, bits, pieces, stuff, paraphernalia, things, 
sundries, miscellanea, bnc-a-brac, knick- 
knacks, oddments, informal junk, Bnt informal odds 
and sods, clobber, gubbins 

OdlOUS ►adjective revolting, repulsive, repel- 
lent, repugnant, disgusting, offensive, objec- 
tionable, vile, foul, abhorrent, loathsome, nau- 
seating, sickening, hateful, detestable exe- 
crable, abominable, monstrous, appalling, rep- 
rehensible, deplorable, insufferable, intoler- 
able, despicable, contemptible, unspeakable, 
atrocious, awful, terrible, dreadful, frightful, 
obnoxious, unsavoury, unpalatable, unpleasant, 
disagreeable, nasty, distasteful, informal ghastly, 
homble, homd, gross. God-awful, Bnt informal 
beastly, archaic disgustful, loathly 
-opposites delightful 

Odium ► noun disgust, abhorrence, repug- 
nance, revulsion, loathing, detestation, hatred, 
hate, obloquy, dislike, distaste, disfavour, an- 
tipathy, animosity, ammus, enmity, hostility. 
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contempt, disgrace, shame, opprobrium, dis- 
credit, dishonour 
-opposites approval 

odorous ► adjective smelly, malodorous, pun- 
gent, acrid, foul-smelling, evil-smelling, stink- 
ing, reeking, fetid, rank, informal stinky, Bnt infor- 
mal pongy, nifty, poetic /literary miasmit, noisome, 
mephitic 

Odour ► noun ©an odour of sweat smell, 
stench, stink, reek, Brit informal pong, whift, nifT. 
hum, N Amer informal funk, poetic; literary miasma 
©an odour of suspicion atmosphere, an, auia, 
quality, flavour, savour, hint, suggestion, im- 
pression, whiff 

odyssey ►noun journey, voyage, tiek, travels, 
quest, crusade, pilgrimage, wandering, journey 
ing, archaic peiegnnation 

Off ►adjective Q Kale's off today away, absent, 
unavailable, not at woik, off duty, on holiday, 
on leave, free, at leisure, N Amer on vacation 
©the game's off cancelled, postponed, called 
off ©strawberries are off unavailable, finished, 
sold out O the fish was a hit off rotten, bad, 
stale, mouldy, high, sour, rancid, turned, 
spoiled, putrid, putiescent Q(Bnt informal) 1 felt 
decidedly off See off colour sense 1 Q(Bnt in- 
formal) that remark was a hit off unfair, unjust, 
uncalled for, below the belt, unjustified, unjus 
tifiable, unreasonable, unwan anted, unneces- 
sary, informal a bit much, Bnt informal out of 
order Q(Bnt informal) he was really of f with me 
unfriendly, aloof, cool, cold, distant, frosty, in- 
formal stand-offish 

■ off and on periodically, at intervals, on and 
off, (eveiy) once in a while, every so often, 
(every) now and then/ 1 again, from time to time, 
occasionally, sometimes, intermittently, irregu- 
larly 

Offbeat ►adjective (informal) unconventional, 
unorthodox, unusual, eccentric, idiosyncratic, 
outre, strange, bizarre, weird, peculiar, odd. 
freakish, outlandish, out of the ordinary, Bohe- 
mian, alternative, left-field, zany, quirky, infor- 
mal wacky, freaky, way-out, off the wall, kooky, 
oddball 

-opposites conventional 

off colour ► adjective Q (Bnt ) I'm feeling a bit off 
colour unwell, ill, poorly, out of sorts, indis- 
posed, not oneself, sick, queasy, nauseous, 
peaky, liverish, green about the gills, nin 
down, washed out. below par. informal under the 
weather, rough, Bnt informal ropy, off, Scottish in- 
formal wabbit, peely-wally, Austral /NZ informal 
crook © off-colour jokes smutty, dirty, rude, 
crude, suggestive, indecent, indelicate, risque, 
racy, bawdy, naughty, blue, vulgar, ribald, 
broad, salacious, coarse, informal raunchy. Bnt in- 
formal fruity, saucy, euphemistic adult 
-opposites well 

Offence ►noun ©he denied having committed 
any offence crime, lllegal/unlawfiil act, misde- 
meanour, breach of the law, felony, wrong- 
doing, wrong, misdeed, peccadillo, sin, trans- 
gression. infringement. Law malfeasance, archaic 
trespass ©an offence to basic justice affront, 
slap in the face, insult, outrage, violation ©I 
do not want to cause offence annoyance, anger, 
resentment, indignation, irritation, exasper- 
ation, wrath, displeasure, hard/bad/ill feelings, 
disgruntlement, pique, vexation, animosity. 


■ take offence be offended, take exception, 
take something personally, feel affronted, feel 
resentful, take something amiss, take umbrage, 
get upset, get annoyed, get angry, get into a 
huff, Bnt informal get the hump 

offend ►verb Ql’m sorry' if I offended him hurt 
someone s feelings, give offence to. affront, 
displease, upset, distress, hurt, wound; annoy, 
anger, exasperate, irritate, vex, pique, gall, irk, 
nettle, tread on someone’s toes, Bnt rub up the 
wrong way, informal rile, rattle, peeve, needle, 
put someone’s nose out of joint, put someone’s 
back up ©the smell of cigarette smoke offended 
him displease, be distasteful to, be disagree- 
able to. be offensive to, disgust, icpcl, revolt, 
sicken, nauseate, informal turn off, N Amer infor- 
mal gross out Q criminals who offend again and 
again break the law, commit a ciime, do 
wrong, sin. tiansgress, archaic trespass 

offended ► adjective affronted, insulted, ag 
grieved, displeased, upset, hurt, wounded, dis- 
gruntled. put out, annoyed, angry, cross, exas- 
peiated, indignant, irritated, piqued, vexed, 
irked, stung, galled, nettled, resentful, in a 
huff, huffy, in high dudgeon, informal riled, 
miffed, peeved, aggiavated. Bnt informal narked, 
N Amer informal sore 
— opposiifs pleased 

offender ►noun wrongdoer, ciimmal, law- 
bieaker, miscreant, malefactor, felon, delin 
quent, culprit, guilty party, sinner, transgres- 
sor. Law malfeasant 

offensive ►adjective O offensive remarks in 
sulting, rude, impertinent, insolent, deroga- 
tory. disrespectful, personal, hurtful, wound- 
ing, abusive, annoying, exasperating, irritating, 
galling, provocative, outrageous, discourteous, 
uncivil, impolite, formal exceptionable ©an of- 
fensive smell unpleasant, disagreeable, nasty, 
distasteful, displeasing, objectionable, off- 
putting, awful, terrible, dreadful, frightful, ob- 
noxious, abominable, disgusting, repulsive, re- 
pellenr, repugnant, revolting, abhorrent, loath- 
some. odious, vile, foul, sickening, nauseating. 
informal ghastly, horrible, hornd, gross. God- 
awful, Bnt mfomial beastly, archaic disgustful 
©an offensive air action hostile, attacking, ag- 
gressive, invading, combative, belligerent, on 
the attack 

-opposites complimentary, pleasant, defen- 
sive 

► noun a military offensive attack, assault, on- 
slaught, drive, invasion, push, thrust, charge, 
sortie, sally, foray, raid, inclusion, blitz, cam- 
paign 

offer ► verb Q frank offered another suggestion 
put forward, proffer, give, present, come up 
with, suggest, recommend, propose, advance, 
submit, tendei, render ©she offered to help 
volunteer, volunteer one’s services, be at 
someone’s disposal, be at someone’s service, 
step/come forward, show willing ©the product 
is offered at a competitive price put up for sale, 
put on the market, sell, market, put under the 
hammer, Law vend ©he offered $200 bid, ten- 
der, put in a bid of. put in an offer of 0 a job 
offering good career prospects provide, afford, 
supply, give, furnish, present, hold out ©she 
offered no resistance attempt, try, give, show, ex- 
press; formal essay, ©birds were offered to the 
gods sacrifice, offer up, immolate 
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-opposites withdraw, refuse 

► noun O offers of help proposal, proposition, 
suggestion, submission, approach, overture 
Qthe highest offer bid, tender, bidding price 

■ on offer on sale, up for sale, on the market, 
available, obtainable, to be had, N Amer on the 
block 

offering ►noun Qyou may place offerings in the 
charity box contribution, donation, gift, pres- 
ent, handout, widow’s mite, chanty, formal 
benefaction, historical alms 0 many offerings were 
made to the goddess sacrifice, oblation, burnt 
offenng, immolation, libation, first fruits 

Offhand ►adjective an offhand manner casual, 
careless, uninterested, unconcerned, indiffer- 
ent. cool, nonchalant, blase, insouciant, cava- 
lier, glib perfunctory, cursory, unceremonious, 
ungracious, dismissive, discourteous, uncivil, 
impolite, terse, abrupt, curt, informal off. 
couldn’t-care-Iess, take-it-or-leave-it 

► adverb I can't think of a better answer offhand on 
the spur of the moment, without consider- 
ation, extempore, impromptu, ad lib, extem- 
poraneously, spontaneously, informal off the 
cuff, off the top of one’s head, just like that 

Office ►noun Qher office in Aldersgate Street 
place of work, place of business, workplace, 
workroom Qthe newspaper’s Paris office ■ 
branch, division, section, bureau, department, 
agency Q he assumed the office of Resident post, 
position, appointment, job, occupation, role, 
situation, function, capacity Qhe was saved by 
the good offices of his uncle assistance, help, aid, 
services, intervention, intercession, mediation, 
agency © (dated) the offices of a nurse duty, job, 
task, chore, obligation, assignment, responsibil- 
ity, charge, commission 

Officer ► noun O on officer in the army military 
officer, commissioned officer, non-commis- 
sioned officer. NCO, commanding officer, CO 
©all officers carry warrant cards See police offi 
cer Qthe officers of the society official, office- 
holder, committee member, board member, 
public servant, administrator, executive, func- 
tionary, bureaucrat, derogatory apparatchik 

Official ►adjective ©an official inquiry author 
ized, approved, validated, authenticated, certi- 
fied. accredited, endorsed, sanctioned, licensed, 
recognized, accepted, legitimate, legal, lawful, 
valid, bona fide, proper, ex cathedra, informal ko- 
sher ©an official Junction ceremonial, formal, 
solemn, ceremonious, bureaucratic, informal 
stuffed-shirt 

-opposites unauthorized, informal 

► noun a union official officer, office-holder, ad- 
ministrator, executive, appointee, functionary, 
bureaucrat, mandarin, representative, agent, 
Bnt jack-in-office, derogatory apparatchik 

officiate ► verb 0 be officiated in the first two 
matches be in charge of, take charge of, pre- 
side over; oversee, superintend, supervise, con- 
duct, run © Father Buckley officiated at the wed - 
dtng service conduct, perform, celebrate, solem- 
nize. 

officious ► adjective self-important, bump- 
tious. self-assertive, pushy, overbearing, over- 
zealous, domineenng, opinionated, interfering, 
intrusive, meddlesome, meddling, informal bossy. 
-opposites self-effacing. 


offing 

■ in the offing on the way, coming, (close) at 
hand, near, imminent, in prospect, on the 
honzon, in the wings, just around the comer, 
in the an, in the wind, brewing, upcoming, 
forthcoming, informal on the cards 

off-key ► adjective ©an off-key rendition of ' Amaz- 
ing Grace' out of tune, flat, tuneless, discord- 
ant, unharmomous Qthe cinematic effects are 
distractingly off-key incongruous, inappropriate, 
unsuitable, out of place, out of keeping, jar- 
ring, dissonant, inharmonious 
—opposites harmonious 

offload ►verb Qthe cargo was being offloaded 
unload, remove, empty (out), tip (out), archaic 
unlade Qhe offloaded 5,000 of the shares dispose 
of, dump, jettison, get nd of. transfer, shift, 
palm off, foist, fob off 

off-putting ►adjective Qan off-putting aroma 
unpleasant, unappealing, uninviting, un- 
attractive, disagreeable, offensive, distasteful, 
unsavoury, unpalatable, unappetizing, objec- 
tionable, nasty, disgusting, repellent, informal 
homd, horrible Qher manner was off-putting 
discouraging, disheartening, demoralizing, dis- 
piriting, daunting, disconcerting, unnerving, 
unsettling, formal rebarbative 

offset ► verb counterbalance, balance (out), 
cancel (out), even out/up, counteract, counter- 
vail, neutralize, compensate for, make up for, 
make good, redeem 

offshoot ►noun ©the plant's offshoots' side 
shoot, shoot, sucker, tendril, runner, scion, 
slip, offset, stolon, twig, branch, bough, limb 
Qan offshoot of Cromwell's line descendant, 
scion e an offshoot of the growth of interest in 
heritage outcome, result, effect, consequence, 
upshot, product, by-product, spin-off, develop- 
ment, ramification 

Offspring ►noun children, sons and daugh- 
ters, progeny, family, youngsters, babies, in- 
fants. brood, descendants, heirs, successors, Law 
issue, informal kids, Bnt. informal sprogs, brats, de- 
rogator spawn, archaic fruit of one’s loins See list 
at young 

often ► adverb frequently, many times, many 
a time, on many/numerous occasions, a lot, as 
often as not, repeatedly, again and again, regu- 
larly, routinely, usually, habitually, commonly, 
generally, in many cases/instances, ordinarily, 
N Amer oftentimes, poetic/ literary oft 
-opposites seldom 

ogle ► verb leer at. stare at, eye, make eyes at. 
informal eye up, give someone the glad eye, lech 
after, undress with one’s eyes, give someone 
the come-on. Austral /NZ informal perv on 

ogre ►noun ©an ogre with two heads . monster, 
giant, troll. Qhe is not the ogre he sometimes 
seems to be: brute, fiend, monster, beast, bar- 
barian, savage, animal, tyrant, informal bastard, 
swine, pig 

ogress ►noun ©a one-eyed ogress: monster, 
giantess Qthe French teacher was a real ogress. 
harridan, tartar, termagant, gorgon, virago; in- 
formal battleaxe 

oily ► adjective ©oily substances, greasy, oleagin- 
ous; technical sebaceous, formal pinguid, ©oily 
food : greasy, fatty, butteiy, swimming in oil/ 
fat. ©an oily man. unctuous, ingratiating. 
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smooth-talking, fulsome, flattering, obsequious, 
sycophantic, oleaginous, informal smarmy, slimy 
ointment ► noun lotion, cream, salve, lim- 
ment, embrocation, rub, gel, balm, emollient, 
unguent, technical humectant 
OK, okay (i informal) ► exclamation OK, 111 go with 
him all right, right, right then, nght you are, 
very well, very good, fine, informal okey-doke(y), 
Bnt informal righto, nghty-ho 

► adjective Qthe film was OK satisfactory, all 
nght, acceptable, competent, adequate, toler- 
able, passable, reasonable, fair, decent, not 
bad. average, middling, moderate, unremark- 
able. unexceptional, informal so-so, fair-to- 
middlmg Q Jo's feeling OK now fine, all light, 
well, m good shape, in good health, fit, 
healthy, as fit as a fiddle/flea Q it is OK for me 
to come? permissible, allowable, acceptable, all 
nght, in order, permitted, fitting, suitable, ap- 
propnate 

-opposites unsatisfactory, ill 

► noun he’s just given me the OK authorization, ap- 
proval, seal of approval, agreement, consent, 
assent, permission, endorsement, ratification, 
sanction, approbation, confinnation, blessing, 
leave, informal the go-ahead, the green light, the 
thumbs up, say-so 

-opposites refusal 

► verb the move must be okayed by the president au 
thorize, approve, agree to, consent to. sanc- 
tion, pass, ratify, endorse, allow, give some- 
thing the nod, nibber-stamp, informal give the 
go-ahead, give the green light, give the thumbs 
up, formal accede to 

-opposites refuse, veto 

Old ►adjective Qold people elderly, aged, older, 
senior, advanced in years, venerable, in one's 
dotage, long in the tooth, grey-haired, grizzled, 
hoary, past one’s prime, not as young as one 
was, ancient, decrepit, doddering, doddery, not 
long for this world, senescent, senile, super- 
annuated, informal getting on. past it. over the 
hill, no spring chicken 0 old farm buildings di 
lapidated, bioken-down, run down, tumble- 
down, ramshackle, decaying, crumbling, disin- 
tegrating ©old clothes worn, worn out, 
shabby, threadbare, holey, tom, frayed, 
patched, tattered, moth-eaten, ragged, old- 
fashioned, out of date, outmoded, cast-off. 
hand-me-down; informal tatty ©old cars an 
tique, veteran, vintage ©she’s old for her years 
mature, wise, sensible, experienced, worldly- 
wise, knowledgeable ©in the old days bygone, 
past, former, olden, of old, previous, early, 
earlier, earliest, medieval, ancient, classical, 
primeval, primordial, prehistoric ©the same 
old phrases hackneyed, hack, banal, tnte, over- 
used. overworked, tired, worn out, stale, cli- 
ch&d, platitudinous, unimaginative, stock, con- 
ventional, out of date, outdated, old-fashioned, 
outmoded, hoary, informal old hat, corny, played 
out. ©an old girlfriend, former, previous, ex-, 
onetime, sometime, erstwhile, formal quondam 
-opposites young, new. modem 

■ old age declining years, advanced years, 
age, oldness, wmter/autumn of one’s life, sen- 
escence, senility, dotage. 

■ old man ©senior citizen, pensioner, OAP, 
elder, grandfather; patriarch; informal greybeard, 
codger; Bnt informal buffer, archaic grandsire, an- 
cient. 0 {informal) her old man was away See hus- 
band noun 


■ old person senior citizen, senior, (old-age) 
pensioner, OAP, elder, geriatric, dotard. Methu- 
selah, N Amer golden ager, informal old stager, 
old-timer, oldie, wnnkly. crock, crumbly. N 
Amer informal oldster, woopie 

■ old woman © senior citizen, pensioner, 
OAP, crone, informal old dear, archaic beldam, 
grandam 0 ( informal) his old woman threw him out 
See wife 

old-fashioned ►adjective out of date, out- 
dated, dated, out of fashion, outmoded, unfash- 
ionable, passe, demode, frumpy, outworn, old, 
old-time, behind the times, archaic, obsoles- 
cent, obsolete, ancient, antiquated, superannu- 
ated, defunct, medieval, prehistoric, antedilu- 
vian. old-fogeyish, conservative, backward- 
looking, quaint, anachronistic, fusty, moth- 
eaten, oide worlde, informal old hat, square, not 
with it, out of the ark, N Amer informal horse- 
and-buggy, clunky, nnky-dink 
-opposites modem 

old-time ►adjective former, past, bygone, old- 
fashioned, traditional, folk, old-world, quaint 
-opposites modem 

Olympian ►adjective aloof, distant, remote, 
unfriendly, uncommunicative, unforthcoming, 
cool, informal stand-offish 
-opposites friendly 

Olympic Games ► noun See list 

omen ► noun portent, sign, signal, token, fore- 
warning, warning, foreshadowing, prediction, 
forecast, prophesy, harbinger, augury, auspice, 
presage, writing on the wall, indication, hint, 
poetic/ literary foretoken 

ominous ►adjective threatening, menacing, 
baleful, forbidding, sinister, inauspicious, un- 
propitious, portentous, unfavourable, unprom- 
ising. black, dark, gloomy, formal minatory. 
poetic/ literary direful 
-opposites promising 

omission ►noun ©the omission of recent pubh- 
cations from his biography exclusion, leaving 
out. deletion, cut, excision, elimination Qthe 
damage was not caused by any omission on behalf of 
the earner negligence, neglect, neglectfulness, 
dereliction, forgetfulness, oversight, default, 
lapse, failure 

Omit ► verb © they omitted his name from the list 
leave out, exclude, leave off, take out, miss 
out, miss, drop, cut, delete, eliminate, mb out, 
cross out, stake out 01 omitted to mention our 
guest lecturer forget, neglect, fail, leave un- 
done, overlook,' skip 
-opposites add, include, remember 

omnipotence ►noun all-powerfulness, su- 
premacy, pre-eminence, supreme power, un- 
limited power, invincibility. 

omnipotent ► adjective all-powerful, al- 
mighty, supreme, pre-eminent, invincible, un- 
conquerable 

Omnipresent ►adjective ubiquitous, all- 
pervasive, everywhere, nfe, pervasive, preva- 
lent 

omniscient ►adjective all-knowing, all-wise, 
all-seeing 

omnivorous ► adjective ©most duck species are 
omnivorous, able to eat anything, rare pan- 
tophagous. ommvorant ©an omnivorous read- 
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Hosts of the Olympic Games 


YEAR 

CITY 

COUNTRY 

1896 

Athens 

Greece 

1900 

Paris 

France 

1904 

St Louis 

USA 

1908 

London 

UK 

1912 

Stockholm 

Sweden 

1920 

Antwerp 

Belgium 

1924 

Paris 

France 

1928 

Amsterdam 

Netherlands 

1932 

Los Angeles 

USA 

1936 

Berlin 

Germany 

1948 

London 

UK 

1952 

Helsinki 

Finland 

1956 

Melbourne 

Australia 

1960 

Rome 

Italy 

1964 

Tokyo 

Japan 

1968 

Mexico City 

Mexico 

1972 

Munich 

West Germany 

1976 

Montreal 

Canada 

1980 

Moscow 

Soviet Union 

1984 

Los Angeles 

USA 

1988 

Seoul 

South Korea 

1992 

Barcelona 

Spain 

1996 

Atlanta 

USA 

2000 

Sydney 

Australia 

2004 

Athens 

Greece 

2008 

Beijing 

China 

Winter Olympic Games 


1924 

Chamonix 

France 

1928 

St Moritz 

Switzerland 

1932 

Lake Placid 

USA 

1936 

Garmlsch-Partenklrchen 

Germany 

1948 

St Moritz 

Switzerland 

1952 

Oslo 

Norway 

1956 

Cortina d*Ampezzo 

Italy 

1960 

Squaw Valley 

USA 

1964 

Innsbruck 

Austria 

1968 

Grenoble 

France 

1972 

Sapporo 

japan 

1976 

Innsbruck 

Austria 

1980 

Lake Placid 

USA 

1984 

Sarajevo 

Yugoslavia 

1988 

Calgary 

Canada 

1992 

Albertville 

France 

1994 

Liliehammer 

Norway 

1998 

Nagano 

Japan 

2002 

Salt Lake City 

USA 

2006 

Turin 

Italy 


er undiscriminating, indiscriminate, unselect- 
ive 

on ► adjective the computer’s on functioning, in 
operation, working, in use, operating 
-opposites off 

► adverb she droned on interminably, at length, for 
a long time, continuously, endlessly, ceaseless- 
ly, without a pause/break 

■ on and off. See off and on at off 

■ on and on for a long time, for ages, for 
hours, at (great) length, incessantly, ceaselessly, 
constantly, continuously, continually, endless- 
ly, unendingly, eternally, forever, interminably, 
unremittingly, relentlessly, indefatigably, with- 
out let-up, without a pause/break, without 
cease 

OllCO ►adverb ©/ only met him once ■ on one oc 
casion, one time, one single time 0he did not 


once help ever, at any time, on any occasion, at 
all © they were friends once formerly, previous- 
ly, in the past, at one time, at one point, once 
upon a time, time was when, in days/times 
gone by, in times past, in the (good) old days, 
long ago. archaic sometime, erstwhile, whilom, 
poetic/ literary in days/times of yore 
-opposites often, now 

► conjunction he’ll he all right once she’s gone as 
soon as, when, after 

■ at once ©you must leave at once immediately, 
right awav, nght now, this moment/instant/ 
second/imnute, now, straight away, instantly, 
dinctly, forthwith, promptly, without delay/ 
hesitation, without further ado. quickly, as fast 
as possible, as soon as possible, a s a p . speed- 
ily, informal like a shot, m/like a flash, before 
you can say Jack Robinson ©ah the guests ar- 
rived at once at the same time, at one and the 
same time, (all) together, simultaneously, as a 
gioup, in unison, in concert, in chorus 

■ once and for all conclusively, decisively, 
finally, positively, definitely, definitively, irrev- 
ocably. for good, for always, forever, perman- 
ently 

■ once In a while occasionally, from time to 
time, (every) now and then/agam, every so 
often, on occasion, at times, sometimes, oft 
and on, at intervals, periodically, sporadically, 
intermittently 

oncoming ► adjective approaching, advancing, 
nearing, forthcoming, on the way. imminent, 
impending, looming, gathering, (close) at hand, 
about to happen, to coine 

One ►cardinal number ©unit, item, technical 
monad © only one person came a single, a soli- 
tary, a sole, a lone ©her one concern was her 
daughter only, single, solitary, sole © they have 
now become one united, a unit, unitary, amal- 
gamated, consolidated, integrated, combined, 
incorporated, allied, affiliated, linked, joined, 
unified, in league, in partnership, wedded, 
married 

—RELATED I fcRMS mono-, Um- 

onerous ► adjective burdensome, arduous, 
strenuous, difficult, hard, severe, heavy, back- 
breaking. oppressive, weighty, uphill, effortful, 
formidable, labonous, Herculean, exhausting, 
tinng, taxing, demanding, punishing, gruel- 
ling, exacting, wearing, wearisome, fatiguing, 
archaic toilsome 
-opposites easy 

oneself 

■ by oneself. See by 

One-Sided ►adjective ©a one-sided account 
biased, prejudiced, partisan, partial, preferen- 
tial, discriminatory, slanted, inequitable, un- 
fair, unjust ©a one-sided game unequal, un- 
even, unbalanced 
-opposites impartial 

one-time ►adjective former, ex-, old, previ- 
ous, sometime, erstwhile, lapsed, formal quon- 
dam 

ongoing ►adjective © negotiations are ongoing • in 
progress, under way, going on. continuing, 
taking place, proceeding, progressing, advan- 
cing, unfinished ©an ongoing struggle continu 
ous, continuing, uninterrupted, unbroken, 
non-stop, constant, ceaseless, unceasing, un- 
ending, endless, never-ending, unremitting, re- 
lentless, unfaltering 
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onlooker ►noun eyewitness, witness, obsei 
ver, looker-on. fly on the wall, spectatoi 
watcher, viewer, bystander, sightseer, informal 
rubberneck, poetic/ literary beholder 
only ►adverb Q there was only enough for two at 
most, at best, (only) just, no/not more than, 
barely, scarcely, hardly ©he only works on one 
picture at a time exclusively, solely, to the ex- 
elusion of everything else 0 you're only wing 
that merely, simply, just 

► adjective their only son sole, single, one (and 
only), solitary, lone, unique, exclusive 

onomatopoeic ► adjective imitative, echoic 
onset ►noun start, beginning, commence- 
ment. arrival, (first) appearance, inception, day 
one. outbreak 
—opposites end 

onslaught ►noun assault, attack, oflensive, 
advance, charge, onrush, rush, storming, soi- 
tie, sally, raid, descent, incursion, invasion, 
foray, push, thrust, drive, blitz, bombardment, 
barrage, salvo, histoncal broadside 

Onus ► noun burden, responsibility, liability, 
obligation, duty, weight, load, charge, encum- 
brance. cross to bear, millstone round one’s 
neck, albatross 

OOZO ►verb Q blood oozed fiom the wound seep, 
discharge, flow, exude, trickle, dnp. dnbble. 
issue, filtei, percolate, escape, leak, drain, 
empty, bleed, sweat, well. Medicine extravasate 
Qshe was positively oozing c harm exude, gush, 
drip, pour forth, emanate, radiate 

► noun ©the ooze oj blood seepage, seeping, dis- 
charge, flow, exudation, trickle, dnp. dribble, 
pei eolation, escape, leak, leakage, drainage, se- 
cretion. Medicine extravasation ©the ooze on the 
ocean floor mud, slime, alluvium, silt, mne. 
sludge, muck, dirt, deposit 

Opalescent ►adjective iridescent, prismatic, 
rainbow-like, kaleidoscopic, multicoloured, 
many-hued, lustrous, shimmering, glittenng. 
sparkling, variegated, shot, moire, opaline, 
milky, pearly, nacreous 

opaque ► adjective Q opaque glass non- 
transparent, cloudy, filmy, blurred, smeared, 
smeary, misty, dirty, muddy, muddied, gnmy 
©the technical jargon was opaque to her obscure, 
unclear, mysterious, puzzling, perplexing, baf- 
fling, mystifying, confusing, unfathomable, in- 
comprehensible, unintelligible, impenetrable, 
hazy, foggy, informal as clear as mud 
-opposites transparent, clear 

open ► adjective O the door's open not shut, not 
closed, unlocked, unbolted, unlatched, off the 
latch, unfastened, unsecured, ajar, gaping, 
yawning ©a blue silk shirt, open at the neck un 
fastened, not done up, undone, unbuttoned, 
unzipped, loose 0 the main roads are open 
clear, passable, navigable, unblocked, unob- 
structed O open countryside | open spaces unen 
closed, rolling, sweeping, extensive, wide 
(open), unfenced, exposed, unsheltered, spa- 
cious, any, uncrowded, uncluttered, undevel- 
oped, unbuilt-up 0 a map was open beside him 
spread out, unfolded, unfurled, unrolled, ex- 
tended, stretched out ©the bank wasn’t open 
open for business, open to the public Qthe 
position is still open available, vacant, free, un- 
filled. informal up for grabs Qthe system is open 
to abuse vulnerable, subject, susceptible, li- 


able, exposed, an easy target for, at nsk of 
©she was open about her feelings frank, candid, 
honest, forthcoming, communicative, forth- 
right. direct, unreserved, plain-spoken, out- 
spoken, free-spoken, not afraid to call a spade 
a spade, informal upfront ©open hostthty overt, 
obvious, patent, manifest, palpable, conspicu- 
ous, plain, undisguised, unconcealed, clear, ap- 
parent, evident, blatant, flagrant, barefaced, 
brazen <D the case is still open unresolved, un- 
decided, unsettled, up m the air, open to de- 
bate. open for discussion, arguable, debatable, 
moot ©an open mind impartial, unbiased, un- 
prejudiced. objective, disinterested, non-par 
tisan. non-discnminatory, neutral, dispassion- 
ate, detached I’m open to suggestions recep 
tive. amenable, willing/ready to listen, respon- 
sive <D what other options ate open to us > avail 
able, accessible, on hand, obtainable, on offei 
CD an open meeting public, genet al. unrestrict- 
ed, non-exclusive, non-restnctive 
-oppositfs shut 

► verb ©she opened the front door unfasten, un- 
latch, unlock, unbolt, unbar, throw wide 
© Katherine opened the parcel unwrap, undo, 
untie, unseal © shall 1 open another bottle 7 un 
cork, broach, crack (open) OAdam opened the 
map spread out, unfold, unfurl, unroll, 
straighten out ©he opened his heart to her re 
veal, uncover, expose, lay bare, bare, pour out, 
disclose, divulge ©we're hoping to open next 
month start trading, open for business, set up 
shop, put up one’s plate, N Amer informal hang 
out one’s shingle ©Sir Bryan opened the meet- 
ing begin, start, commence, initiate, set m mo- 
tion, launch, get going, get under way, set the 
ball rolling, get off the ground, inaugurate, in- 
formal kick off, get the show on the road ©the 
lounge opens on to a terrace give access, lead, be 
connected, communicate with 
-opposites close, shut, end 

Open air ► adjective outdoor, out-of-doors, out- 
side. alfresco 
-oppositfs mdooi 

Open-handed ► adjective generous, magnani- 
mous, charitable, benevolent, beneficent, mu- 
nificent. bountiful, altruistic, philanthropic, 
poetic / literary bounteous 
-opposites tight-fisted 

opening ► noun O an opening in the centre of the 
roof hole, gap, aperture, orifice, vent, crack, 
slit, chink, spyhole, peephole, Anatomy foramen 
© the opening in the wall doorway, gateway, en- 
trance, (means of) entry, way m/out, exit 
0 United created openings but were unable to score 
opportunity, chance, window (of opportunity), 
possibility Gan opening with a stockbroker va 
cancy, position, job 0 the opening of the session 
beginning, start, commencement, outset, intro- 
duction, prefatory lemarks, opening statement, 
informal kick-off, formal proem Qa gallery opening 
opening ceremony, official opening, launch, in- 
auguration; opening/first night, premiere 

Openly ► adverb Q drugs were openly on sale pub 
licly, blatantly, flagrantly, overtly ©he spoke 
openly of his problems frankly, candidly, expli- 
citly, honestly, sincerely, forthrightly, bluntly, 
without constraint, without holding back, 
straight from the shoulder 
-opposites secretly 
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opon-minded ►adjective O open-minded atti- 
tudes unbiased, unprejudiced, neutral, non- 
judgemental, non-discnminatory, objective, dis- 
interested, tolerant, liberal, permissive, broad- 
minded ©musicians need to be open-minded re 
ceptive, open (to suggestions), amenable, flex- 
ible, willing to change. 

-opposites prejudiced, narrow-minded 

open-mouthed ► adjective astounded, 
amazed, in amazement, surprised, stunned, 
bowled over, staggered, thunderstruck, aghast, 
stupefied, taken aback, shocked, speechless, 
dumbfounded, dumbstruck, informal flabbergast- 
ed. Bnt informal gobsmacked 

Opera ► noun. See lists 

Operate ►verb Qhe can operate the machine 
work, make go. run, use, utilize, handle, con- 
trol, manage, drive, steer, manoeuvre ©the 
machine ceased to operate function, work, go, 
run, be in working/ running order, be opera 
tive 0 the way the law operates in practice take 
effect, act, apply, be applied, function 
QHechstetter operated the mines until 1634 dir 
ect, control, manage, run, govern, administer, 
superintend, head (up), supervise, oversee, be 
in control/charge of 0 doctors decided to operate 
do an operation, perform surgery 


operation ► noun Q the slide bars ensure smooth 
operation functioning, working, running, per- 
formance, action ©the operation of the factory 
management, running, governing, administra- 
tion, supervision ©a heart bypass operation 
surgery, surgical operation See list Qa military 
operation action, activity, exercise, undertak- 
ing, enterprise, manoeuvre, campaign Q their 
mining operations business, enterprise, com- 
pany, firm, informal outfit 
■ In operation. Sec operational 
operational ►adjective (up and) running, 
working, functioning, operative, in operation, 
in use, in action, in working order, workable, 
serviceable, functional, usable 
operative ►adjective Qthe act is not operative 
at the moment in force, in operation, in effect, 
valid ©the steam railway is operative See oper 
ational 0 the operative word key, significant, 
relevant, applicable, pertinent, apposite, gei- 
mane, crucial, critical, pivotal 
-opposites invalid 

► noun © the operatives clean the machines machin 
ist, (machine) operator, mechanic, engineer, 
worker, workman, (factory) hand, blue-collar 
workei ©an operative of the CIA (secret) 
agent, undercover agent, spy, mole, plant, 
double agent, N Amer informal spook, archaic 
intelligencer ©u private operative (private) de 


Operas 


OPERA 

COMPOSER 

OPERA 

COMPOSER 

Africalne, L* 

Meyerbeer 

Elektra 

Richard Strauss 

Alda 

Verdi 

Ellsir d’amore, L’ 

Donizetti 

Albert Herring 

Britten 

Enfant et les sortileges, L’ 

Ravel 

Alceste 

Gluck 

Emam 

Verdi 

Aldna 

Handel 

Eugene Onegin 

Tchaikovsky 

Amahl and the Night Visitors 

Menotti 

Falstaff 

Verdi 

Andrea Chenier 

Giordano 

Faust 

Gounod 

Arabella 

Richard Strauss 

Fldelio 

Beethoven 

Ariadne auf Naxos 

Richard Strauss 

* Fledermaus, Die 

johann Strauss 

BaHo In Maschera. Un 

Verdi 

Flying Dutchman, The 

Wagner 

Barber of Seville. The 

Rossini 

Force of Destiny, The 

Verdi 

Bartered Bride, The 

Smetana 

Frau ohne Schatten, Die 

Richard Strauss 

Beatrice and Benedict 

Berlioz 

FreischOtz, Der 

Weber 

Beggar's Opera, The 

Gay 

From the House of the Dead 

JanAtek 

Belie HAfcne, La 

Offenbach 

Gianni Schicchi 

Puccini 

Benvenuto Cellini 

Berlioz 

Gioconda. la 

Ponchielll 

Billy Budd 

Britten 

Glri of the Golden West, The 

Puccini 

Bohtme, La 

Puccini 

Giulk) Cesare 

Handel 

Boris Godunov 

Mussorgsky 

Gloriana 

Britten 

Candida 

Bernstein 

Golden Cockerel, The 

Rlmsky-Korsakov 

Capricdo 

Richard Strauss 

GdtterdSmmerung 

Wagner 

Carmelites, The 

Poulenc 

Hansel and Gretef 

Humperdinck 

Carmen 

Bizet 

Huguenots, Les 

Meyerbeer 

Cavallerla Rusttcana 

Mascagni 

Ice Break, The 

Tippett 

Cenerentola, La 

Rossini 

Idomeneo 

Mozart 

demenza dl Tito, La 

Mozart 

Incoronadone df Poppea, L' 
Italians in Algeri, l’ 

Monteverdi 

Cos! fan tutte 

Mozart 

Rossini 

Cunning Little Vfeen, The 

Jantfek 

Julius Caesar 

Handel 

Damnation of Faust, The 

Berlioz 

King Priam 

Tippett 

Daughter of the Regiment, The 

Donizetti 

Knot Garden, The 

Tippett 

Death in Venice 

Britten 

Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk 

Shostakovich 

Dido and Aeneas 

Purcell 

LafcmA 

Delibes 

DonCarios 

Verdi 

Lighthouse, The 

Maxwell Oavies 

Don Giovanni 

Mozart 

Lohengrin 

Wagner 

Prokofiev 

Ddnizetti 

DonPasquale 

Duke Bluebeard’s Castle 

Donizetti 

Bartdk , 

Love for Three Oranges, The 
Lpcia dt lammermoor 

Elegy for Young lovers 

Henze* 

tucrezfa Borgia 

Donizetti 
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tective, (private) investigator, sleuth, informal 
pnvate eye, N Amer informal gumshoe 

operator ► noun Qa machine operator machin 
ist, mechanic, operative, engineer, worker Qa 
tour operator contractor, entrepreneur, pro- 
moter, arranger, fixer @ ( informal) a ruthless oper- 
ator manipulator, manoeuvrer, string-puller, 
mover and shaker, wheeler-dealer, N Amei infor- 
mal wire-puller 

Opiate ►noun drug, narcotic, sedative, tran- 
quillizer, depressant, soporific, anaesthetic, 
painkiller, analgesic, anodyne, morphine, 
opium, informal dope, Medicine stupefacient 

Opine ►verb ( forma f) suggest, say, declare, ob- 
serve. comment, remark, think, believe, con- 
sider, maintain, imagine, reckon, guess, as- 
sume, presume, take it, suppose, N Amer informal 
allow 

Opinion ►noun she did not share her husband's 
opinion belief, judgement, thought(s), (way of) 
thinking, mind, (point of) view, viewpoint, atti- 
tude, stance, position, standpoint 

■ a matter of opinion open to question, de- 
batable, open to debate, a moot point 

■ be of the opinion believe, think, consider, 
maintain, reckon, estimate, feel, be convinced, 
N Amer informal allow, formal opine 


■ in my opinion as 1 see it, to my mind, (ac- 
cording) to my way of thinking, personally, in 
my estimation, if you ask me 
opinionated ►adjective dogmatic, of fixed 
views, inflexible, uncompromising, prejudiced, 
bigoted 

opponent ►noun Qhis Republican opponent 
rival, adversary, opposer. the opposition, fel- 
low contestant, (fellow) competitor, enemy, an- 
tagonist, combatant, contender, challenge!, 
poetic I literary foe Q an opponent of the reforms op 
poser, objector, dissenter 
-opposites ally, supporter 
opportune ►adjective auspicious, propitious, 
favourable, advantageous, golden, felicitous, 
timely, convenient, suitable, appropriate, apt. 
fitting 

-opposites disadvantageous 
opportunism ► noun expediency, pragma- 
tism, Machiavellianism, striking while the iron 
is hot, making hay while the sun shines 
opportunity ►noun (lucky) chance, golden 
opportunity, favourable time/occasion/mo- 
ment, time, occasion, moment, opening, op- 
tion, window (of opportunity), possibility, 
scope, freedom, informal shot, break, look-in 
oppose ► verb be against, object to, be hostile 
to, be in opposition to, disagree with, dislike. 


Operas (cont.) 


OPERA 

COMPOSER 

Luisa Miller 

Verdi 

Lulu 

Berg 

Macbeth 

Verdi 

Madam Butterfly 

Puccini 

Magic Flute, The 

Mozart 

Maicropouios Case, The 

JanSfcek 

Manon 

Massanet 

Manon Lescaut 

Puccini 

Maria Stuarda 

Donizetti 

Marriage of Figaro. The 

Mozart 

Martha 

Flotow 

Mask of Orpheus, The 

Birtwistle 

Meistersinger von Nurnberg, Die 

Wagner 

Merry Widow, The 

L6har 

Merry Wives of Windsor, The 

Nicolai 

Midsummer Marriage, A 

Tippett 

Midsummer Night's Dream, A 

Britten 

Moses in Egypt 

Rossini 

Moses und Aron 

Schdnberg 

Nabucco 

Verdi 

Norma 

Bellini 

Noye's Fludde 

Britten 

Oberon 

Weber 

Oedipus Rex 

Stravinsky 

Orfeo 

Monteverdi 

Orpheus and Eurydke 

Cluck 

Orpheus in the Underworld 

Offenbach 

Otello 

Verdi 

Pagliaccl, 1 

Leoncavallo 

Parsifal 

Wagner 

Peart Fishers, The 

Bizet 

Pelfeas et Mtllsande 

Debussy 

Peter Crimes 

Britten 

Porgy and Bess 

Gershwin 

Prince Igor 

Borodin 

Puritan!, 1 

Bellini 

Queen of Spades, The 

Tchaikovsky 


OPERA 

COMPOSER 

Rake's Progress, The 

Stravinsky 

Rheingoid, Das 

Wagner 

Rlenzi 

Wagner 

Rigoletto 

Verdi 

Ring of the Nibelung, The 

Wagner 

Rosenkavalier, Der 

Richard Strauss 

Salome 

Richard Strauss 

Samson et Dalila 

Saint-Sa£ns 

Semele 

Handel 

Semframide 

Rossini 

Seraglio, II 

Mozart 

Siegfried 

Wagner 

Simon Boccanegra 

Verdi 

Sonnambula, La 

Bellini 

Suor Angelica 

Puccini 

Tabarro, II 

Puccini 

Tales of Hoffman, The 

Offenbach 

TannMuser 

Wagner 

Thieving Magpie. The 

Rossini 

Threepenny Opera. The 

Weill 

Tosca 

Puccini 

Traviata, La 

Verdi 

Tristan and Isolde 

Wagner 

Trittico, II 

Pucdnl 

Trojans. The 

Berlioz 

Trovatore, II 

Verdi 

Turandot 

Puccini 

Turn of the Screw, The 

Britten 

Village Romeo and Juliet, A 

Delius 

WalkOre, Die 

Wagner 

Wertber 

Massanet 

William Tell 

Rossini 

Wozzeck 

Berg 

Xerxes 

Handel 
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Opera Singers 

Alagna, Roberto (French tenor) 

Allen, Thomas (English baritone) 

Alva, Luigi (Peruvian tenor) 

Ameling, Elly (Dutch soprano) 

Arroyo, Martina (American soprano) 

Atlantov, Vladimir (Russian tenor) 

Bailey. Norman (English bass) 

Baker, Janet (English mezzo-soprano) 

Baltsa, Agnes (Creek mezzo-soprano) 

Bartoli, Cecilia (Italian mezzo-soprano) 

Berganza, Teresa (Spanish mezzo-soprano) 

Bergonzi, Carlo (Italian tenor) 

Bjdrling, Jussi (Swedish tenor) 

Bowman, lames (English countertenor) 

Bumbry, Grace (American mezzo-soprano) 

Butt. Clara (English contralto) 

Caball6, Montserrat (Spanish soprano) 

Callas, Marla (American soprano, of Greek 
parentage) 

Carreras. Jos* (Spanish tenor) 

Caruso, Enrico (Italian tenor) 

Chaliapin, Fyodor (Russian bass) 

Christoff. Boris (Bulgarian bass) 

Clark, Graham (English tenor) 

Corelli, Franco (Italian tenor) 

Cross. Joan (English soprano) 

Cura. Jos* (Argentinian tenor) 

Deller, Alfred (English countertenor) 
del Monaco. Mario (Italian tenor) 
de k> s Angeles. Victoria (Spanish soprano) 
Domgraf-FassWnder, Willi (German baritone) 
Domingo, Pliddo (Spanish tenor) 

Donath, Helen (American soprano) 

Evans. Geraint (Welsh baritone) 

Ferrler, Kathleen (English contralto) 

Fischer-Dieskau. Dietrich (German baritone) 

Flagstad. Kirsten (Norwegian soprano) 

Freni, Mirella (Italian soprano) 

Garden, Mary (American soprano, b. in Scotland) 
Garrett, Lesley (English soprano) 

Gedda. Nicolai (Swedish tenor) 

Gheorghlu, Angela (Romanian soprano) 

Ghiaurov, Nicolai (Bulgarian bass) 

Gigli, Beniamino (Italian tenor) 

Gobbi, Tito (Italian baritone) 

Gruberov*. Edita (Slovak soprano) 

Hammond, Joan (Australian soprano) 

Home. Marilyn (American mezzo-soprano) 

Hotter, Hans (German bass) 

Hvorostovsky, Dmitri (Russian baritone) 

Jerusalem, Siegfried (German tenor) 

Kenny, Yvonne (Australian soprano) 

Kollo, Ren* (German tenor) 

Kraus, Alfredo (Spanish tenor) 

Krause. Tom (Finnish baritone) 

Lehmann. Lilli (German soprano) 

Lehmann. Lotte (American soprano, b. in Germany) 
Leiferkus, Sergei (Russian baritone) 

Lind, Jenny (Swedish soprano) 

Lloyd, Robert (English bass-baritone) 

disapprove of, resist, take a stand against, put 
up a tight against, stand up to, tight, challenge, 
take issue with, dispute, argue with/against, 
quarrel with, informal be anti, formal gainsay. 
-opposites support 

opposed ^adjective Qthe population is opposed 
to the nuclear power plants, against, (dead) set 
against, in opposition, averse, hostile, antagon- 


Lott, Felicity (English soprano) 

Ludwig, Christa (German mezzo-soprano) 

Luxon, Benjamin (English baritone) 

Malfitano, Catherine (American soprano) 

McCormack, John (American tenor, b. in Ireland) 
McIntyre, Donald (New Zealand bass-baritone) 

Melba, Nellie (Australian soprano) 

Merrill, Robert (American baritone) 

Mllnes, Sherrill (American baritone) 

Moffo, Anna (American soprano) 

Murray. Ann (British mezzo-soprano, b. in Ireland) 
Nilsson, Birgit (Swedish soprano) 

Norman, Jessye (American soprano) 

O’Neill, Dennis (Welsh tenor) 

Patti, Adelina (Italian soprano) 

Pavarotti. Luciano (Italian tenor) 

Pears. Peter (English tenor) 

Pinza, Ezio (Italian bass) 

Pons, Uiy (American soprano, b. in France) 

Ponselle, Rosa (American mezzo-soprano) 

Popp, Lucia (Czech soprano) 

Prey. Hermann (German baritone) 

Price, Leontyne (American soprano) 

Price, Margaret (Welsh soprano) 

Raimondi, Ruggero (Italian bass) 

Ramey, Samuel (American bass-baritone) 

Ricciareili, Katia (Italian soprano) 

Rothenberger, Annaliese (German soprano) 

Rysanek, Leonie (Austrian soprano) 

Salminen, Matti (Finnish bass) 

Sass, Sylvia (Hungarian soprano) 

Schipa, Tito (Italian tenor) 

Schumann, Elisabeth (German soprano) 

Schwarzkopf, Elisabeth (British soprano, b. In 
Germany) 

Sciutti. Graziella (Italian soprano) 

Scotto, Renata (Italian soprano 
Siepi, Cesare (Italian bass) 

Sills, Beverly (American soprano) 

Sbderstrdm, Elisabeth (Swedish soprano) 

5tuder, Cheryl (American soprano) 

Sutherland, Joan (Australian soprano) 

Tauber, Richard (British tenor, b. in Austria) 

Tear, Robert (English tenor) 

Tebaldi, Renata (Italian soprano) 

Te Kanawa, Kiri (New Zealand soprano) 

Terfel. Bryn (Welsh bass-baritone) 

Tetrazzini, Luisa (Italian soprano) 

Tomlinson, John (English bass) 

Tomowa-Sintow, Anna (Bulgarian soprano) 

Tucker, Richard (American tenor) 

Turner, Eva (English soprano) 

Ulfung, Ragnar (Norwegian tenor) 

Van Dam, Jos* (Belgian bass) 

Vickers, Jon (Canadian tenor) 

Vinay, Ramdn (Chilean tenor) 
von Stade, Frederica (American mezzo-soprano) 
Welitsch, Ljuba (Austrian soprano, b. in Bulgaria) 
Windbergh, Gdsta (Swedish tenor) 

Wunderlich, Fritz (German tenor) 

istic, antipathetic, resistant; informal anti 0 their 
interests were opposed conflicting, contrasting, 
incompatible, irreconcilable, antithetical, con' 
tradictory, clashing, at variance, at odds, diver- 
gent, poles apart 
-opposites in favour of 
■ as opposed to in contrast with, as against, 
as contrasted with, rather than, instead of. 
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Surgical Operations 


TECHNICAL NAME PROCEDURE 


adenoidectomy 

removal of adenoids 

angioplasty 

repair of blood vessel 

appendectomy/ 

appendicectomy 

removal of appendix 

arteriotomy 

Incision of artery 

blepharoplasty 

repair or reconstruction of 
eyelid 

Caesarean (section) 

incision of wall of mother's 
abdomen to deliver child 

cheiloplasty 

repair of lips 

cholecystectomy 

removal of gall bladder 

cholecystotomy 

incision of qall bladder 

colectomy 

removal of colon 

colostomy 

opening of colon 

craniotomy 

incision of skull 

cystectomy 

removal of bladder/ removal 
of cyst 

cystoplasty 

repair of bladder 

cystostomy 

opening of bladder 

cystotomy 

incision of bladder 

dermatoplasty 

repair of skin 

embolectomy 

removal of blood clot 

enterostomy 

opening of small intestine 

enterotomy 

incision of intestine 

eplsiotomy 

incision of vaginal opening 

gastrectomy 

removal of stomach 

gastroplasty 

repair of stomach 

gastrostomy 

opening of stomach 

gastrotomy 

incision of stomach 

glossectomy 

removal of tongue 

haemorrhoidectomy 

removal of haemorrhoids 

hepatectomy 

removal of liver 

hepaticostomy 

opening of bile duct 

hysterectomy 

removal of womb 

hysterotomy 

Incision of womb 

keratotomv 

incision of cornea 

laminectomy 

removal of back of 
vertebra/vertebrae 

laparotomy 

incision of abdomen 

laryngectomy 

removal of larynx 

laryngotomy 

incision of larynx 

lithotomy 

removal of kidney stone 

lobectomy 

removal of lobe of an organ 

lobotomy 

incision of prefrontal lobe 
of brain 

lumpectomy 

removal of breast tumour 

mammaplasty 

reshaping of breast 

mastectomy 

removal of breast 

myotomy 

incision of muscle 

nephrectomy 

removal of kidney 

nephrostomy 

opening of kidney 

nephrotomy 

incision of kidney 


opposing ► adjective Qthe two opposing points 
of view conflicting, contrasting, opposite, in- 
compatible, irreconcilable, contradictory, anti- 
thetical, clashing, at variance, at odds, diver- 
gent. opposed, poles apart 0 opposing sides m 
the war rival, opposite, enemy ©the opposing 
page’ opposite, facing 

Opposite ► adjective ©they sat opposite each 
other : facing, face to face with, across from, in- 
formal eyeball to eyeball with ©the opposite 
page’ facing, opposing © opposite views con 
flicting, contrasting, incompatible, irreconcil- 
able, antithetical, contradictory, clashing, at 
variance, at odds, different, differing, diver- 


TECHNICAL NAME 

PROCEDURE 

neurectomy 

removal of nerve 

neurotomy 

incision of nerve 

oesophagectomy 

opening of oesophagus 

oophorectomy 

removal of ovary 

orchidectomy 

removal of testis 

orchidotomy 

incision of testis 

ostectomy 

removal of bone 

osteotomy 

incision of bone 

otoplasty 

repair or reshaping of ear 

ovariectomy 

removal of ovary 

ovariotomy 

incision of ovary 

palatoplasty 

repair of cleft palate 

pancreatectomy 

removal of pancreas 

pericardiectomy/ 

removal of membrane 

pericardectomy 

around heart 

pericardiotomy 

incision of membrane 
around heart 

perineoplasty 

repair of vaginal opening 

phalloplasty 

repair of penis 

pharyngectomy 

removal of pharynx 

phlebotomy 

incision of vein 

pleurotomy 

incision of pleural 
membrane 

pneumonectomy 

removal of lung 

polypectomy 

removal of polyp 

prostatectomy 

removal of prostate gland 

rhinoplasty 

repair of nose 

salpingectomy 

removal of fallopian tube 

salpingostomy 

opening of fallopian tube 

splenectomy 

removal of spleen 

tenotomy 

incision of tendon 

thoracoplasty 

repair of thorax 

thoracotomy 

incision of chest cavity 

thrombectomy 

removal of blood clot 

thymectomy 

removal of thymus gland 

thyroidectomy 

removal of all or part of 
thyroid gland 

tonsillectomy 

removal of tonsils 

tonsillotomy 

incision of tonsil 

tracheostomy 

opening of windpipe 

tracheotomy 

incision of windpipe 

ureterectomy 

removal of ureter 

ureterostomy 

opening of ureter 

ureterotomy 

incision of ureter 

urethroplasty 

repair of urethra 

urethrotomy 

incision of urethra 

vagotomy 

incision of vagus nerve 

vah/otomy 

incision of heart valve 

vancotomy 

removal of varicose vein 

vasectomy 

removal of vas deferens 

vitrectomy T 

removal of vitreous humour 


from eyeball 


gent, dissimilar, unalike, disagreeing, opposed, 
opposing, poles apart © opposite sides in a war 
rival, opposing, enemy 
-opposites same 

► noun in fact the opposite was true reverse, con- 
verse, antithesis, contrary, inverse, obverse, 
antipode, the other side of the com. informal flip 
side 

opposition ► noun ©the proposal met with op- 
position resistance, hostility, antagonism, an- 
tipathy, objection, dissent, disapproval; defi- 
ance, non-compliance, obstruction ©they beat 
the opposition opponents, opposing side, other 
side/team, competition, opposers, rivals, adver- 




oppress | orbit 


608 


sanes Qthe opposition between the public and the 
private domains conflict, clash, disparity, an- 
tithesis, polarity 

Oppress ► verb O the invaders oppressed the 
people persecute, abuse, maltreat, ill-treat, tyr- 
annize, crush, repress, suppress, subjugate, 
subdue, keep down, grind down, rule with a 
rod of iron, nde roughshod over Qthe gloom 
oppressed her depress, make gloomy/despon- 
dent, weigh down, weigh heavily on, cast 
down, dampen someone’s spirits, dispint, dis- 
hearten, discourage, sadden, get down, archaic 
deject 

oppressed ► adjective persecuted, downtrod- 
den, abused, maltreated, ill-treated, subjugated, 
tyrannized, repressed, subdued, crushed, disad- 
vantaged, underprivileged 

oppression ► noun persecution, abuse, mal- 
treatment. ill-treatment, tyranny, repression, 
suppression, subjection, subjugation, cruelty, 
brutality, injustice, hardship, suffering, misery 

Oppressive ► adjective O an oppressive dictator - 
ship harsh, cruel, brutal, repressive, tyrannical, 
autocratic, dictatorial, despotic, undemocratic, 
ruthless, merciless, pitiless 0an oppressive sense 
of despair overwhelming, overpowering, un- 
bearable. unendurable, intolerable ©it was 
grey and oppressive muggy, close, heavy, hot. 
humid, sticky, steamy, airless, stuffy, stifling, 
sultry 

-opposites lenient 

oppressor ► noun persecutor, tyrant, despot, 
autocrat, dictator, subjugator, tormentor 

opprobrious * adjective abusive, vituperative, 
derogatory, disparaging, demgratory, pejora- 
tive. deprecatory, insulting, offensive, scornful, 
contemptuous, derisive, informal bitchy, archaic 
contumelious 

opprobrium ► noun ©the government endured 
months of opprobrium vilification, abuse, vitu- 
peration, condemnation, criticism, censure, de- 
nunciation, defamation, denigration, disparage^ 
ment, obloquy, derogation, slander, revile- 
ment, calumny, execration, bad press, invec- 
tive, informal flak, mud-slinging, bad-mouthing, 
Bnt informal stick, formal castigation, exconation, 
calumniation, archaic contumely ©the oppro- 
brium of being associated with thugs disgrace, 
shame, dishonour, stigma, humiliation, loss of 
face, ignominy, disrepute, infamy, notonety, 
scandal 

-opposites praise, honour, 
opt ► verb choose, select, pick (out), decide on, 
go for, settle on, plump for 

Optimism ► noun hopefulness, hope, confi- 
dence, buoyancy, sanguineness, positiveness, 
positive attitude 

Optimistic * adjective Q she felt optimistic about 
the future positive, confident, hopeful, san- 
guine, bullish, buoyant, informal upbeat Qthe 
forecast is optimistic encouraging, promising, 
hopeful, reassuring, favourable, auspicious, 
propitious 

-opposites pessimistic 

Optimum ► adjective best, most favourable, 
most advantageous, ideal, perfect, prime, opti- 
mal. 

option ►noun choice, alternative, possibility, 
course of action. 


optional ►adjective voluntary, discretionary, 
non-compulsory, non-mandatory, Law permis- 
sive 

-opposites compulsory 

opulence ►noun Qthe opulence of the room 
luxuriousness, sumptuousness, lavishness, 
richness, luxury, luxuriance, splendour, mag- 
nificence, grandeur, splendidness; informal plush- 
ness ©a display of opulence wealth, affluence, 
wealthiness, nchness, nches, prosperity, pros- 
perousness, money 
-opposites poverty 

opulent ►adjective ©his opulent home luxuri 
ous, sumptuous, palatial, lavishly appointed, 
nch, splendid, magnificent, grand, grandiose, 
fancy, informal plush, swanky, Bnt informal swish, 
N Amer informal swank ©an opulent family 
wealthy, nch, affluent, well off, well-to-do, 
moneyed, prosperous, of substance, informal well 
heeled, rolling in money, loaded, stinking/ 
filthy nch. made of money ©her opulent red 
hair copious, abundant, profuse, prolific, plen- 
tiful, luxunant 
-opposites spartan, poor 
opus ► noun composition, work (of art), oeuvre 
oracle ►noun ©the oracle of Apollo prophet, 
prophetess, sibyl, seer, augur, prognosticator, 
diviner, soothsayer, fortune teller ©our oracle 
on Africa authority, expert, specialist, pundit, 
mentor, adviser 

oracular ►adjective ©hts every utterance was 
given oracular significance prophetic, prophetic- 
al, sibylline, predictive, prescient, prognostic, 
divinatoiy, augural © oracular responses enig 
matic, cryptic, abstruse, unclear, obscure, con- 
fusing, mystifying, puzzling, mystenous, ar- 
cane, ambiguous, equivocal 
Oral ► adjective an oral agreement spoken, verbal, 
unwntten. vocal, uttered, said 
-opposites wntten 

► noun a French oral oral examination, Bnt viva 
(voce) 

orate ►verb declaim, make a speech, hold 
forth, speak, discourse, pontificate, preach, ser- 
monize, sound off, spout off, informal spiel, formal 
perorate 

oration ►noun speech, address, lecture, talk, 
homily, sermon, discourse, declamation, informal 
spiel 

orator ► noun (public) speaker, speech-maker, 
lecturer, declaimer, rhetorician, rhetor; informal 
spieler See list 

oratorical ► adjective rhetorical, grandilo- 
quent, magniloquent, high-flown, orotund, 
bombastic, grandiose, pompous, pretentious, 
overblown, turgid, flowery, flond 
oratory ►noun rhetoric, eloquence, grandilo- 
quence, magniloquence, public speaking, 
speech-making, declamation, 
orb ► noun sphere, globe, ball, circle 
orbit ► noun Qthe earth's orbit around the sun 
course, path, circuit, track, trajectory, rota- 
tion, revolution, circle © the problem comes out- 
side our orbit: sphere (of influence), area of ac- 
tivity, range, scope, ambit, compass, jurisdic- 
tion. authority, remit, domain, realm, prov- 
ince, territory; informal bailiwick. 

► verb Mercury orbits the sun: revolve round, circle 
round, go round, travel round. 
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Orators 

Aeschines (Athenian) 

Beecher, Henry Ward (American) 
Churchill, Winston (British) 

Cato, Marcus Porcius (Roman) 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius (Roman) 
Cleon (Athenian) 

Danton, Georges (Jacques) 
(French) 

Demosthenes (Athenian) 
Desmoulins. Camille (French) 


Dion Chrysostom (Greek) 

Flood, Henry (Irish) 

Gandhi, Mahatma (Indian) 
Garvey, Marcus (Jamaican) 
Grattan, Henry (Irish) 

Hubert, Jacques-Ren6 (French) 
Henry, Patrick (American) 
Ibirruri, Dolores (Spanish, known 
as 'La Pasionaria’) 

Isocrates (Athenian) 
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King, Jr, Martin Luther (American) 
Longinus Dionysus (Greek) 

Lucian (Greek) 

Lysias (Greek) 

Malcolm X (American) 

Pericles (Athenian) 

Quintilian (Roman) 

Sheridan, Richard Brinsley (Irish) 


Orchestral Instruments 


bass clarinet 

flute 

bass drum 

French horn 

basset horn 

glockenspiel 

bassoon 

harp 

bass tuba 

kettledrums 

celesta 

oboe 

cello 

oboe 

clarinet 

d’amore 

contrabassoon 

piccolo 

cor anglais 

side drum 

cymbals 

snare drum 

double bass 

tam-tam 


timpani 

triangle 

trombone 

trumpet 

tuba 

tubular bells 
viola 
viola 
d’amore 
violin 

Wagner tuba 


rchestra ► noun ensemble, informal band Set 

orchestrate ► verb Q the piece was orchestrated 
by Mozart arrange, adapt, score © orchestrating 
a campaign of awl disobedience organize, ar- 
range. plan, set up, bnng about, mobilize, 
mount, stage, stage-manage, mastermind, co- 
ordinate. direct, engmeei 

ordain ► verb Q the Church of England voted to or- 
dain women confer holy orders on. appoint, 
anoint, consecrate ©t he path ordained by God 
predetermine, predestine, preordain, deter- 
mine, prescribe, designate ©he ordained that 
anyone hunting in the forest was to pay a fine de 
cree, rule, order, command, lay down, legis- 
late. prescribe, pronounce 

ordeal ► noun unpleasant experience, painful 
experience, trial, tribulation, nightmare, 
trauma, hell (on earth), trouble, difficulty, tor- 
ture, torment, agony 

order ► noun Q alphabetical order sequence, ar- 
rangement, organization, disposition, system, 
series, succession, grouping, classification, cat- 
egorization, codification, systematization 
Qsome semblance of order tidiness, neatness, or- 
derliness. tnmness ©the police were needed to 
keep order peace, control, law (and order), law- 
fulness, discipline, calm, (peace and) quiet, 
peacefulness, peaceableness ©fas sense of order 
orderliness, organization, method, system, 
symmetry, uniformity, regularity; routine 
©the equipment was in good order condition, 
state, repair, shape. 0/ had to obey his orders. 
command, instruction, directive, direction, de- 
cree, edict, injunction, mandate, dictate, com- 
mandment, rescript, law. rule, regulation, dik- 
tat, demand, bidding, requirement, stipulation. 
informal say-so; formal ordinance, poetic/ literary be- 
hest O the company has won the order commis- 
sion, purchase order, request, requisition; 


booking, reservation ©the lower orders of soci- 
ety class, level, rank, grade, degree, position, 
category, dated station ©the established social 
order (class) system, hierarchy, pecking order, 
grading, ranking, scale ©the higher orders of 
insects taxonomic group, class, family, species, 
breed, taxon ©a religious order community, 
brotherhood, sisterhood <B the Orange Order 
organization, association, society, fellowship, 
fraternity, confraternity, sodality, lodge, guild, 
league, union, club, sea ©skills of a very high 
order type, kind, sort, nature, variety, quality, 
calibre, standard 
-opposites chaos 

► verb ©he ordered me to return instruct, com- 
mand, direct, enjoin, tell, lequire, charge, formal 
adjure, poetic /literary bid ©he ordered that their 
assets be confiscated decree, ordain, rule, legis- 
late, dictate, prescnbe ©you can order your 
tickets by phone request, apply for, place an 
order for, book, reserve, formal bespeak ©the 
messages are ordered chronologically organize, put 
in order, arrange, sort out, marshal, dispose, 
lay out. group, classify, categorize, catalogue, 
codify, systematize, systemize 

■ in order Qlist the dates in order in sequence, 
in alphabetical order, m numerical order, in 
order of priority © he found everything in order 
tidy, neat, orderly, straight, tnm. shipshape 
(and Bristol fashion), m apple-pie order, in pos- 
ition, in place ©J think it’s in order for me to 
take the credit appropriate, fitting, suitable, ac- 
ceptable, (all) right, permissible, permitted, al- 
lowable, informal okay 

■ order someone about/around tell some 
one what to do, give orders to, dictate to, lay 
down the law, informal boss about/around, push 
about/around. 

■ out of order ©the lift's out of order not 
working, not in working order, not function- 
ing, broken, broken-down, out of service, out 
of commission; faulty, defeaive, inoperative, 
down, informal conked out, bust, (gone) kaput, N 
Amer informal on the fritz, out of whack QBnt 
informal that's really out of order unacceptable, 
unfair, unjust, unjustified, uncalled for. below 
the belt, unreasonable, unwarranted, beyond 
the pale, informal not on, a bit much, Bnt informal 
a bit thick, off, not cricket, Austral /NZ informal 
over the fence. 

orderly ► adjective © an orderly room neat, tidy, 
well ordered, in order, tnm, in apple-pie order, 
spick and span; Bnt informal, dated shipshape (and 
Bnstol fashion) ©the orderly presentation of in- 
formation (well) organized, efficient, methodic- 
al, systematic, meticulous, punctilious; coher- 
ent, structured, logical, well planned, weLl 
regulated, systematized. © the crowd was orderly: 
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well behaved, law-abiding, disciplined, peace- 
ful. peaceable, non-violent 
-opposites untidy, disorganized 

ordinance ► noun ( formal) O the president issued 
an ordinance edict, decree, law, injunction, fiat, 
command, order, rule, ruling, dictum, dictate, 
directive, mandate 0 religious ordinances rite, 
ritual, ceremony, sacrament, observance, ser- 
vice 

ordinarily ► advtrb usually, normally, as a 
(general) rule, generally, in general, for the 
most part, mainly, mostly, most of the time, 
typically, habitually, commonly, routinely 

ordinary ► adjective © the ordinary course of 
events’ usual, normal, standard, typical, com- 
mon, customary, habitual, everyday, regular, 
routine, day-to-day 0my life seemed very ordin - 
ary average, normal, run-of-the-mill, standaid, 
typical, middle-of-the-road, conventional, unre- 
markable, unexceptional, workaday, undistin- 
guished, nondescript, colourless, common- 
place, humdrum, mundane, unmemorable, 
pedestrian, prosaic, quotidian, uninteresting, 
uneventful, dull, bonng, bland, suburban, 
hackneyed, N Amer garden-vanety; informal bog- 
standard, (plain) vanilla, nothing to wnte home 
about, no great shakes, Bnt informal common or 
garden, N Amer informal ornery 
-opposites unusual 

■ out of the ordinary unusual, exceptional, 
remarkable, extraordinary, unexpected, sur- 
prising, unaccustomed, unfamiliar, abnormal, 
atypical, different, special, exciting, memor- 
able, noteworthy, unique, singular, outstand- 
ing. unconventional, unorthodox, strange, pe- 
culiar. odd, queer, cunous. bizarre, outlandish, 
informal offbeat 

Ordnance ► noun guns cannon, artillery, 
weapons, arms, munitions 

Ordure ► noun excrement, excreta, dung, ma- 
nure, muck, droppings, faeces, stools, night 
soil, sewage, informal pooh, Bnt informal cack, big 
jobs, N Amer informal poop 

organ ►noun ©he plays the organ See list Qthe 
internal organs body part, biological structure 
©the official organ of the Communist Party news 
paper, paper, journal, periodical, magazine, 
newsletter, gazette, publication, mouthpiece, 
informal rag 


Musical Organs 

American organ 
barrel organ 
chamber organ 
cinema organ 
electric organ 
electronic organ 
Hammond organ 
(trademark) 
hand organ 
harmonica 


harmonium 
melodeon 
mouth organ 
piano organ 
pipe organ 
portative organ 
positive organ 
reed organ 
steam organ 
Wurtltzer ( trademark ) 


organic ►adjective O organic matter living, 
live, animate, biological, biotic. 0 organic veget- 
ables: pesticide-free, additive-ffee, natural 
©the lave scenes were an organic part of the drama’ 
essential, fundamental, integral, intrinsic, 
vital, indispensable, inherent, ©a society is an 


organic whole structured, organized, coherent, 
integrated, coordinated, ordered, harmonious 

organism ►noun Qfish and other organisms 
living thing, being, creature, animal, plant, life 
form 0 a complex political organism' structure, 
system, organization, entity 

organization ► noun o the organization of con- 
ferences planning, arrangement, coordination, 
administration, organizing, running, manage- 
ment 0 the overall organization of the book 
structure, arrangement, plan, pattern, order, 
foim, format, framework, composition, consti- 
tution ©his lack of organization efficiency, 
order, orderliness, planning ©a large inter- 
national organization company, firm, corpor- 
ation, institution, group, consortium, conglom- 
erate, agency, association, society, informal outfit 

organize ►verb O organizing and disseminating 
information (put in) order, arrange, sort (out), 
assemble, marshal, put straight, group, classify, 
collocate, categonze. catalogue, codify, system- 
atize, systemize, rare methodize 0they organ- 
ized a search party make arrangements for, ar- 
range, coordinate, sort out. put together, fix 
up, set up, orchestrate, take care of. see to/ 
about, deal with, manage, conduct, adminis- 
trate, mobilize, schedule, timetable, pro- 
gramme, formal concert 

organized ►adjective (well) ordered, well 
run, well regulated, structured, orderly, effi- 
cient. neat, tidy, methodical, informal together 
-opposites inefficient 

orgiastic ► adjective debauched, wild, notous. 
wanton, dissolute, depraved 

orgy ► noun ©a drunken orgy wild party, de- 
bauch, carousal, carouse, revel, revelry, informal 
binge, booze-up, bender, love-m, Bnt informal 
rave-up, N Amer informal toot; poetic/ literary bac- 
chanal. archaic wassail ©an orgy of violence 
bout, excess, spree, surfeit, informal binge 

orientv orientate ►verb Q there were no 
street names to enable her to orient herself get/find 
one s bearings, establish one’s location ©you 
need to orientate yourself to your new way of life 
adapt, adjust, familiarize, acclimatize, accus- 
tom, attune, N Amer acclimate 0 magazines 
oriented to the business community aim, direct, 
pitch, design, intend © the fires are oriented in 
line with the sunset align, place, position, dis- 
pose 

oriental ►adjective eastern, Far Eastern, 
Asian, poetic/ literary orient 

orientation ►noun ©the orientation of the 
radar station positioning, location, position, 
situation, placement, alignment ©his orienta- 
tion to his new way of life ■ adaptation, adjust- 
ment, acclimatization © broadly Marxist in 
orientation attitude, inclination © orientation 
courses induction, training, initiation, briefing. 

orifice ►noun opening, hole, aperture, slot, 
slit, cleft 

origin ►noun ©the origins of life: beginning, 
start, commencement, origination, genesis, 
birth, dawning, dawn, emergence, creation, 
birthplace, cradle; source, basis, cause, root(s), 
formal radix, ©the Latin origin of the word 
source, derivation, root(s). provenance, ety- 
mology; N Amer provenience, ©his Scottish ori- 
gins; descent, ancestry, parentage, pedigree. 
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lineage, line (of descent), heritage, birth, ex- 
traction. family, stock, blood, bloodline 

original * adjective Q the original inhabitants in 
digenous, native, aboriginal, autochthonous, 
first, earliest, early © original Rembrandts au 
thentic, genuine, actual, true, bona fide, informal 
pukka, kosher. Qthe film is highly original in 
novative, creative, imaginative, innovatory, in- 
ventive, new, novel, fresh, refreshing, unusual, 
unconventional, unorthodox ground-breaking, 
pioneering, avant-garde, unique, distinctive 

► noun ©u copy of the original archetype, pioto- 
type, source, master ©he really is an anginal in 
dividualist, individual, eccentric, nonconform- 
ist, free spirit, maverick, informal character, odd- 
ball, Bnt informal one-off, odd bod, N Amer informal 
screwball, kook 

originality ► noun inventiveness, ingenuity, 
creativeness, creativity, innovation, novelty, 
freshness, imagination, imaginativeness, indi- 
viduality, unconventionally, uniqueness, dis- 
tinctiveness 

originally ► adverb (at) first, m/at the begin- 
ning, to begin with, initially, in the fiist place, 
at the outset 

originate ►verb Qthe disease originates from Af- 
nca arise, have its origin, begin, start, stem, 
spring, emerge, emanate ©Bill Levy onginated 
the idea invent, create, initiate, devise, think 
up, dream up, conceive, formulate, form, de- 
velop, generate, engender, produce, master- 
mind, pioneer, poetic /literary beget 

originator ►noun inventor, creator, aichitect, 
author, fathei, mother, initiator, innovator, 
founder, pioneei. mastermind, poetic/ literary be- 
getter 

ornament ► noun Q small tables covered with or- 
naments knick-knack, trinket, bauble, bibelot, 
gewgaw gimcrack, furbelow, informal whatnot, 
doodah, N Amer informal tchotchke. archaic 
whun-wham, kickshaw, bijou ©the dress had 
no ornament at all decoration, adornment, em- 
bellishment. ornamentation, trimming, acces- 
sories 

► verb the room was highly ornamented decorate. 
adorn, embellish, tnm, bedeck, deck (out), fes- 
toon. poetic/ literary bedizen, furbelow 

ornamental ► adjective decorative, fancy, or- 
nate, ornamented 

ornamentation ►noun decoration, adorn- 
ment, embellishment, ornament, trimming, ac- 
cessories 

ornate ►adjective ©an ornate mirror elabor 
ate, decorated, embellished, adorned, orna- 
mented, fancy, fussy, ostentatious, showy, infor- 
mal flash, flashy © ornate language elaborate, 
flowery, flond, grandiose, pompous, preten- 
tious, high-flown, orotund, magniloquent, 
grandiloquent, rhetorical, oratorical, bombas- 
tic. overwrought, overblown, informal highfalu- 
tin, purple 
-opposites plain 

orotund ►adjective QHalltweWs orotund voice' 
deep, sonorous, strong, powerful, full, rich, res- 
onant, loud, booming ©the orotund rhetoric of 
his prose, pompous, pretentious, affected, ful- 
some, grandiose, ornate, overblown, flowery, 
flond, high-flown, magniloquent, grandilo- 
quent, rhetoncal, oratoncal; informal highfalutin, 
purple 


orthodox ►adjective Q orthodox views conven 
tional, mainstream, conformist, (well) estab- 
lished, traditional, traditionalist, prevalent, 
popular, conservative, unoriginal ©an orthodox 
Hindu conservative, traditional, observant, de- 
vout, stnct 

-opposites unconventional 

orthodoxy ► noun O a pillar of orthodoxy con 
ventionality, conventionalism, conformism, 
conservatism, traditionalism, conformity 
©Christian orthodoxies doctrine, belief, convic- 
tion, creed, dogma, credo, theory, tenet, teach- 
ing 

oscillate ►verb Qthe pendulum started to oscil- 
late swing (to and fro), swing back and forth, 
sway, N Amer informal wigwag © oscillating be- 
tween fear and bravery waver, swing, fluctuate, 
alternate, see-saw, yo-yo, sway, vacillate, hover, 
informal wobble 

oscillation ►noun ©the oscillation of the pen- 
dulum swinging (to and fro), swing, swaying 
©his oscillation between commerce and art waver 
ing, swinging, fluctuation, see-sawing, yo-yomg, 
vacillation 

OSSify ► verb Q these cartilages may ossijy turn 
into bone, become bony, harden, solidify, rigid- 
ity, petnfy © ossified political institutions become 
inflexible, become rigid, fossilize, ngidify, 
stagnate 

ostensible ► adjective apparent, outward, 
superficial, professed, supposed, alleged, pur- 
ported 

-opposites genuine 

Ostensibly ►adverb apparently, seemingly, 
on the face of it, to all intents and purposes, 
outwardly, superficially, allegedly, supposedly, 
purportedly 

ostentation ►noun showiness, show, osten- 
tatiousness, pretentiousness, vulgarity, con- 
spicuousness, display, flamboyance, gaudiness, 
biashness, extravagance, omateness, exhib- 
itionism, informal flashiness, glitz, ghtziness, 
ntzmcss 

ostentatious ► adjective showy, pretentious, 
conspicuous, flamboyant, gaudy, brash, vulgar, 
loud, extravagant, fancy, ornate, over-elaborate, 
informal flash, flashy, over the top, OTT, glitzy, 
ritzy, N Amer informal superfly 
-opposites restrained 

ostracism ►noun exclusion, rejection, shun- 
ning, spurning, the cold shoulder, snubbing, 
avoidance, blackballing, blacklisting 

ostracize ►verb exclude, shun, spurn, cold- 
shoulder, reject, shut out, avoid, ignore, snub, 
cut dead, keep at arm’s length, leave out in the 
cold, blackball, blacklist, Bnt send to Coventry, 
informal freeze out, Bnt informal blank 
-opposites welcome 

Other ► adjective Q these homes use other fuels al 
ternative, different, dissimilar, disparate, dis- 
tinct, separate, contrasting, ©are there any other 
questions ? more, further, additional, extra, 
added, supplementary 

Otherwise ►adverb ©bun? up, otherwise wet 
be late or (else), if not © she's exhausted, but 
otherwise she’s fine in other respects, apart 
from that ©he could not have acted otherwise, in 
any other way, differently 
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Other-worldly * adjective ethereal, dreamy, 
spiritual, mystic, mystical, unearthly, unworld' 
ly, supernatural 
-opposites realistic 

ounce ►noun particle, scrap, bit, speck, iota, 
whit, jot, trace, atom, shred, crumb, fragment, 
grain, drop, spot, informal smidgen 
OUSt ►verb drive out, expel, force out, throw 
out, remove (from office/power), eject, get nd 
of, depose, topple, unseat, overthrow, bring 
down, overturn, dismiss, dislodge, displace, in- 
formal boot out, kick out, Bnt informal turf out. 
dated out 

out ►adjective & adverb O she's out at moment 
not here, not at home, not in, (gone) away, 
elsewheie, absent Qthe secret was out re 
vealed, (out) in the open, common/public 
knowledge, known, disclosed, divulged Qthe 
roses are out in flower, flowering, in (full) 
bloom, blooming, in blossom, blossoming, 
open O the book should he out soon available, 
obtainable, in the shops, published, in print 
Qthe /ire was nearly out extinguished, no long' 
ei alight 0 (informal) grunge is out unfashion 
able, out of fashion, dated, outdated, passe, in- 
formal old hat. not with it. not in O smoking k 
out forbidden, not permitted, not allowed, 
proscribed, unacceptable, informal not on ©he 
was slightly out in his calculations mistaken, in- 
accurate. incorrect, wrong, in enor 
-OPPOSIIES 111 

► verb (informal) it was not our intention to out him 
expose, unmask 

■ out cold unconscious, knocked out, out for 
the count, informal KO’d, kayoed 
OUt-and-OUt ► adjective utter, downright, 
thoroughgoing, absolute, complete, thorough, 
total, unmitigated, outright, leal, perfect, con- 
summate, N Amer full-boie, informal deep-dyed, 
Bnt informal right. Austral / NZ informal fan 
-opposites partial 

Outbreak ►noun O# fresh outbreak of killings, 
eruption, flaie-up, upsurge, outbuist. rash, 
wave, spate, flood, explosion, buist, flurry, for- 
mal boutade Qon the outbreak of war start, be- 
ginning, commencement, onset, outset 
outburst ►noun eruption, explosion, burst, 
outbreak, flare-up, access, rush, flood, storm, 
outpouring, surge, upsurge, outflowing, formal 
boutade 

outcast ► noun pariah, persona non grata, re- 
ject, outsider 

Outclass ►verb surpass, be superior to. be 
better than, outshine, overshadow, eclipse, 
outdo, outplay, outmanoeuvre, outstrip, get the 
better of, upstage, top. cap, beat, defeat, ex- 
ceed; informal be a cut above, be head and shoul- 
ders above, run nngs round, archaic outrival 
outcome ►noun (end) result, consequence, 
net result, upshot, after-effect, aftermath, con- 
clusion, issue, end (product) 

Outcry ► noun Qan outcry of passion shout, ex- 
clamation, cry, yell, howl, roar, scream, informal 
holler ©public outcry protest(s), protest- 
ation^), complaints, objections, furore, fuss, 
commotion, uproar, outbursts, opposition, dis- 
sent, informal hullabaloo, ballyhoo, ructions, 
stink 

outdated ► adjective old-fashioned, out of 
date, outmoded, out of fashion, unfashionable. 


dated, passe, old, behind the times, behind- 
hand. obsolete, antiquated, informal out, old hat, 
square, not with it. out of the ark, N Amer infor- 
mal horse-und-buggy. clunky 
-opposites modern 

outdistance ►verb Qthe colt outdistanced the 
train outrun, outstrip, outpace, leave behind, 
get (further) ahead of, overtake, pass Qthe mill 
outdistanced all its rivals surpass, outshine, out- 
class, outdo, exceed, transcend, top, cap, beat, 
better, leave behind, informal leave standing, ar- 
chaic outnval 

outdo ►verb surpass, outshine, overshadow, 
eclipse, outclass, outmanoeuvre, get the bettei 
of, put in the shade, upstage, exceed, tran- 
scend, top, cap, beat, better, leave behind, get 
ahead of. informal be a cut above, be head and 
shoulders above, run nngs round, archaic out- 
nval 

outdoor ► adjective open air, out-of-doors, out- 
side, al fresco, not undei cover 
-opposites indooi 

outer ►adjective Qthe outer layer outside. 
outermost, outward, extenoi, external, surface 
0 outer areas of the atv outlying, distant, re- 
mote. faraway, furthest, peripheral, suburban 
-opposites inner 

outface ►verb stand up to, face down, tow, 
oveiawe, intimidate 

outfit ► noun Qu new outfit costume, suit, uni- 
form. ensemble, attire, clothes, clothing, diess, 
garb, informal get-up, gear, togs. Bnt informal kit, 
ng-out, formal apparel, archaic habit, raiment 
Qu studio lighting outfit kit, equipment, tools, 
implements, tackle, apparatus, paraphernalia, 
things, stuff 0 (informal) a local manufacturing 
outfit organization, enterpnse. company, firm, 
business, group, band, body, team, informal set- 
up 

► verb enough swords to outfit an armv equip, kit 
out, fit out/up, ng out. supply, arm, dress, at- 
tire, clothe, deck out. archaic apparel, invest, 
habit 

outfitter ► noun clothier, tailor, couturier, 
costumier, dressmaker, seamstress, dated mod- 
iste 

outflow ►noun discharge, outflowing, out- 
pouring, outrush, rush, flood, deluge, issue, 
spurt, jet, cascade, stream, tonent, gush, out- 
burst, flow, flux, technical efflux 

outgoing ►adjective O outgoing children extro 
vert, uninhibited, unreserved, demonstrative, 
affectionate, warm, friendly, genial, cordial, af- 
fable, easy-going, sociable, convivial, lively, gre- 
garious, communicative, responsive, open, 
forthcoming, frank Q the outgoing president: de- 
parting, retiring, leaving 
-opposites introverted, incoming 

outgoings ►plural noun expenses, expend- 
iture, spending, outlay, payments, costs, over- 
heads 

outgrowth ►noun protuberance, swelling, 
excrescence, growth, lump, bump, bulge; tu- 
mour, cancer, boil, carbuncle, pustule 

OUtlng ► noun Q family outings: (pleasure) trip, 
excursion, jaunt, expedition, day out, (mystery) 
tour, drive, nde, run; informal junket, spin Q (in- 
formal) the outing of public figures • exposure, un- 
masking. revelation 
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outlandish * adjective weiro, queer, fai out. 
quirky, zany, eccentnc. idiosyncratic, uncon- 
ventional, unorthodox, funny, bizarre, unusual, 
singular, extraordinary, strange, unfamiliar, pe- 
culiar, odd, cunous, informal offbeat, off the 
wall, way-out. wacky, freaky, kooky, kinky, 
oddball, N Amer informal in left field 
-opposites ordinary 

outlast ► verb outlive, survive, live/last longer 
than, ride out, weather, withstand 

Outlaw ► noun bunds of outlaws fugitive, (want 
ed) criminal, outcast, exile, pariah, bandit, rob- 
ber. dated desperado 

► verb ©they voted to outlaw fox-hunting ban, bar, 
prohibit, forbid, veto, make illegal, proscribe, 
intei diet © she feared she would be outlawed ban 
ish, exile, expel 

-opposites permit 

outlay ►noun expenditure, expenses, spend- 
ing. outgoings, cost, price, payment, invest- 
ment 

-opposites profit 

Outlet ►noun Qa central-heating outlet vent 
(hole), way out, egress, outfall, opening, chan 
nel, conduit, duct ©an outlet for farm pioduie 
market, ietail outlet, marketplace, shop, stoie 
©an outlet Jor their energies means of expres 
sion, (means of) ielease. vent, avenue, channel 

outline ► noun © the outline oj the building sil 
houette, profile, shape, contours, form, line, 
delineation, diagiam. sketch, poetic/ literary linea- 
ments ©an outline oj expenditure for each depart- 
ment rough idea, thumbnail sketch, (quick) 
rundown, summary, synopsis, lesume, precis, 
essence, main points, gist, (bare) bones, diaft, 
sketch 

► verb Qthe plane was outlined against the sky sil 
houette, define, demarcate, sketch, delineate, 
trace ©she outlined the plan briefly rough out, 
sketch out. draft, give a rough idea of, sum- 
marize, precis 

outlive ►verb live on after, live longer than, 
outlast, survive 

outlook ► noun O the two men were wholly differ- 
ent tn outlook point of view, viewpoint, views, 
opinion, (way of) thinking, perspective, atti- 
tude, standpoint, stance, frame of mind ©a 
lovely open outlook view, vista, prospect, panor- 
ama, scene, aspect ©the outlook for the economy 
prospects, expectations, hopes, future, look- 
out 

Outlying ► adjective distant, remote, outer, out 
of the way, faraway, far-flung, inaccessible, off 
the beaten track 

outmanoeuvre ►verb Qthe English army 
were outmanoeuvred outflank, circumvent, by- 
pass ©he outmanoeuvred his critics outwit, out- 
smart, out-think, outplay, steal a inarch on, 
tnck, get the better of, informal outfox, put one 
over on 

outmoded ► adjective out of date, old- 
fashioned. out of fashion, outdated, dated, be- 
hind the times, antiquated, obsolete, pass£, in- 
formal old hat. out of the ark 

OUt Of date ►adjective Qthi s design is out of 
date old-fashioned, outmoded, out of fashion, 
unfashionable, frumpish, frumpy, outdated, 
dated, old, pass6, behind the times, behind- 
hand, obsolete, antiquated, informal out, old hat, 
square, not with it, out of the ark; N Amer infor- 


mal horse-and-buggy, clunky © many of the Jacts 
are out of date superseded, obsolete, expired, 
lapsed, invalid, (null and) void 
-opposites fashionable, current 

out Of the way ►adjective O out-of-the-way 
places outlying, distant, remote, faraway, far- 
flung, isolated, lonely, godforsaken, inaccess- 
ible, off the beaten track ©I find his methods 
out of the way strange, unusual, peculiar, odd, 
funny, curious, bizarre, weird, queer, unfamil- 
iar, out of the oidinary. extraoidinaiy. remark- 
able. singular 
-opposites accessible 

out of work ►adjective unemployed, jobless, 
out of a job, redundant, laid oft, Bnt informal on 
the dole. Austral informal on the wallaby track 

outpouring ► noun outflow, outflowing, out- 
rush, rush, flood, deluge, discharge, issue, 
spurt, jet, cascade, stream, torrent, gush, out- 
burst, flow, flux, technical efflux 

output ► noun production, amount /quantity 
produced, yield, gioss domestic product, out- 
turn. works, wntmgs 

Outrage ► noun Q Widespread public outrage in 
dignation, fury, anger, rage, disapproval, 
wiath, resentment ©it is an outrage scandal, 
offence, insult, injustice, disgiace © the bomb 
outrage atrocity, act of violence/wickedness, 
crime, wrong, baibansm, inhumane act 

► verb his remarks outraged his parishioners enrage, 
intimate, incense, anger, scandalize, offend, 
give offence to. affront, shock, horrify, disgust, 
appal 

outrageous ►adjective ©ourrageous acts of 
cruelty shocking, disgraceful, scandalous, atro- 
cious. appalling, monstious. heinous, evil, 
wicked, abominable, terrible, horrendous, 
dreadful, foul, nauseating, sickening, vile, 
nasty, odious, loathsome, unspeakable, Bnt infor- 
mal beastly ©the politician's outrageous promises 
far-fetched, (highly) unlikely, doubtful, dubi- 
ous, questionable, implausible, unconvincing, 
unbelievable, incredible, preposterous, extrava- 
gant. excessive ©outrageous clothes eye- 
catching, flamboyant, showy, gaudy, ostenta- 
tious, shameless, brazen, shocking, informal 
saucy, flashy 

OUtr6 ► adjective weird, queer, outlandish, far 
out, freakish, quirky, zany, eccentric, off- 
centre, unconventional, unorthodox, funny, bi- 
zarre, fantastic, unusual, singular, extraordin- 
ary, strange, unfamiliar, peculiar, odd, out of 
the way, informal way-out, wacky, freaky, kooky, 
oddball, off the wall, N Amer informal offbeat, m 
left field 

outright ►adverb Qhe rejected the proposal out- 
right completely, entirely, wholly, fully, total- 
ly, categorically, absolutely, utterly, flatly, un- 
reservedly ©/ told her outright explicitly, dir- 
ectly, forthrightly, openly, frankly, candidly, 
honestly, sincerely, bluntly, plainly, in plain 
language, truthfully, to someone’s face, 
straight from the shoulder. Brit informal straight 
up. © they were killed outright instantly, instant- 
aneously, immediately, at once, straight away, 
then and there, on the spot Qpaintings have to 
be bought outright all at once, in one go 

► adjective O on outright lie out-and-out, absolute, 
complete, downright, utter, sheer, categoncal, 
unqualified, unconditional ©the outright win - 
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tier definite, unequivocal, clear, unqualified, 
incontestable, unmistakable 
outrun ► verb run faster than, outstrip, out- 
distance, outpace, leave behind, lose, informal 
leave standing 

Outset ► noun start, starting point, beginning, 
commencement, dawn, birth, origin, inception, 
opening, launch, inauguration, informal the word 

-opposites end 

outshine ►verb surpass, overshadow, eclipse, 
outclass, put in the shade, upstage, exceed, 
transcend, top, cap. beat, better, informal be a 
ait above, be head and shoulders above, run 
rings round, archaic outrival 
outside ►noun the outside of the budding 
outer/external surface, extenor, outer side/ 
layer, case, skin, shell, covering, facade 

-RELATED TERMS eCtO-, CXO-, CXtra- 

► adjective Qoutside lights exterior, external, 
outer, outdoor, out-of-doors Qoutside contract - 
ors independent, hired, temporary, freelance, 
casual, external, extramural ©un outside 
chance slight, slendei, slim, small, tiny, faint, 
negligible, remote, vague 

► adverb they went outside | shall we eat outside } out 
doors, out of doors 

-opposites inside 

outsider ► noun stranger, visitor, non- 
meinber, foreigner, alien, immigrant, emi- 
grant. emigre, mcomei, newcomer, parvenu 
outsize ►adjective Qher outsize handbag huge, 
oversized, enormous, gigantic, very big/ large, 
great, giant, colossal, massive, mammoth, vast, 
immense, tremendous, monumental, prodi- 
gious. mountainous, king-sized, informal mega, 
monster, whopping (great), thumping (great), 
humongous, jumbo, bumper. Bnt informal 
whacking (great), ginormous Qan outsize actor 
very large, big. massive, fat. corpulent, stout, 
heavy, plump, portly, ample, bulky, informal 
pudgy, tubby, Bnt informal podgy, archaic pursy 
outskirts ►plural noun outlying districts, 1 
edges, fringes, suburbs, suburbia, purlieus, bor- 
ders, environs 

Outsmart ►verb outwit, outmanoeuvie, out- 
play, steal a march on, trick, get the better of, 
informal outfox, pull a fast one on, put one ovei 
on 

outspoken ► adjective forthright, direct, can- 
did, frank, straightforward, honest, open, 
straight from the shoulder, plain-spoken, 
blunt, abrupt, bluff, brusque, archaic free- 
spoken 

outspread ►adjective fully extended, out- 
stretched, spread out, fanned out, unfolded, 
unfurled, (wide) open, opened out 
Outstanding ►adjective Q<m outstanding 
painter excellent, marvellous, magnificent, su- 
perb. fine, wonderful, superlative, exceptional, 
first-class, first-rate, informal great, terrific, tre- 
mendous, super, amazing, fantastic, sensation- 
al, fabulous, ace, crack, Al. mean, awesome, 
out of this world; Bnt informal smashing, bril- 
liant, N Amer informal neat; Austral informal bonzer. 
©an outstanding decorative element remarkable, 
extraordinary, exceptional, striking, eye 
catching, arresting, impressive, distinctive, un- 
forgettable. memorable, special, momentous, 
significant, notable, noteworthy, informal out of 


this world ©how much work is still outstanding ? 
to be done, undone, unattended to, unfinished, 
incomplete, remaining, pending, ongoing 
© outstanding debts unpaid, unsettled, owing, 
owed, to be paid, payable, due, overdue, undis- 
charged, N Amer delinquent 
-opposites unexceptional 

Outstrip ►verb Qhe outstripped the police cars 
go faster than, outrun, outdistance, outpace, 
leave behind, get (further) ahead of, lose, infor- 
mal leave standing © demand far outstrips supply 
surpass exceed, be more than. top. eclipse 

outward ►adjective external, outer, outside, 
extenor, surface, superficial, seeming, appar- 
ent. ostensible 
-opposites inward 

outwardly ►adverb externally, on the sur- 
face. superficially, on the face of it, to all in- 
tents and purposes, apparently, ostensibly, 
seemingly 

outweigh ►verb be greater than, exceed, be 
superior to, prevail over, have the edge on/ 
over, ovemde, supersede, offset, cancel out, 
(more than) make up for, outbalance, compen- 
sate for 

Outwit ►verb outsmart, outmanoeuvre, out- 
play, steal a march on, trick, gull, get the bet- 
tei of, informal outfox, pull a fast one on, put 
one over on 

outworn ►adjective out of date, outdated, 
old-fashioned, out of fashion, outmoded, dated, 
behind the times, antiquated, obsolete, de- 
funct. passe, informal old hat, out of the ark 
-opposites up to date 

oval ►adjective egg-shaped, ovoid, ovate, ovi- 
foim, elliptical. Botany obovate 

ovation ► noun (round of) applause, handclap- 
ping, clapping, cheering, cheers, bravos, ac- 
claim, acclamation, tribute, standing ovation, 
informal (big) hand 

Oven ► noun (kitchen) stove, microwave (oven), 
(kitchen) range, roaster 

Over ► preposition Q there will be cloud over most of 
the country above, on top of, higher (up) than, 
atop, covenng Qhe walked over the grass 
across, around, throughout Qhe has three 
people over him superior to, above, higher up 
than, m charge of, responsible for Qover 
200,000 people live in the area more than, above, 
in excess of, upwards of ©a discussion over un- 
employment on the subject of, about, concern- 
ing, apropos of, with reference to. regarding, 
relating to, in connection with 
-opposites under 

► adverb O a flock of geese flew over overhead, on 
high, above, past, by ©the relationship is over 
at an end, finished, concluded, terminated, 
ended, no more, a thing of the past ©he had 
some money over left (over), remaining, un- 
used, surplus, m excess, in addition 

■ over and above in addition to, on top of, 
plus, as well as, besides, along with 

■ over and over repeatedly, again and again, 
over and over again, time and (time) again, 
many times over, frequently, constantly, con- 
tinually, persistently, ad nauseam. 

Overact ► verb exaggerate, overdo it, over- 
play it; informal ham it up, camp it up 
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overall ► adjective the overall cost all-inclusive, 
genera], comprehensive, universal, all-embra- 
cmg, gross, net, final, inclusive, wholesale, 
complete, across the board, global, worldwide 
* adverb overall, things have improved generally 
(speaking), in general, altogether, all in all. on 
balance, on average, for the most part, in the 
mam, on the whole, by and large, to a large ex- 
tent 

overawe ► verb intimidate, daunt, cow, discon- 
cert, unnerve, subdue, dismay, frighten, alarm, 
scare, ternfy, informal psych out, N Amer informal 
buffalo 

Overbalance ► verb fall over, topple over, 
lose one’s balance, tip over, keel over, push 
over, upend, upset 

overbearing * adjective domineering, domin- 
ating, autocratic, tyrannical, despotic, oppres- 
sive, high-handed, bullying, informal bossy 
overblown ► adjective overwritten, florid, 
grandiose, pompous, over-elaborate, flowery, 
overwrought, pretentious, high-flown, turgid, 
grandiloquent, magniloquent, oiotund, informal 
highfalutin 

overcast ► adjective cloudy, clouded (over), 
sunless, darkened, dark, grey, black, leaden, 
heavy, dull, muiky, dismal, dreary 
-opposnfcs bright 

overcharge ►verb Orients are being over- 
charged swindle, charge too much, cheat, de- 
fraud, fleece, short-change, informal rip off, sting, 
screw, rob, diddle, do, rook, N Amor informal 
gouge 0the decoration is overcharged over 
state, overdo, exaggerate, over-embroidei . 
over-embellish, overwrite, overdraw 
overcome ►verb Owe overcame the home team 
defeat, beat, conquer, trounce, thrash, rout, 
vanquish, overwhelm, overpower, get the bet- 
ter of, triumph over, prevail over, win over/ 
against, outdo, outclass, worst, crush, informal 
dnib, slaughter clobbei, hammer, lick, best, 
crucify, demolish, wipe the floor with, make 
mincemeat of. blow out of the water, take to 
the cleaners, Bnt informal stuff. N Amer informal 
shellac, skunk ©they overcame their fear of Jly - 
mg get the better of. prevail over, control, 
get/bring under conti ol, mastei . conquer, de- 
feat, beat, get over, get a grip on, curb, subdue, 
informal lick, best 

► adjective I was overcome overwhelmed, emotion- 
al, moved, affected, speechless 
overconfident ►adjective cocksure, cocky, 
smug, conceited, self-assured, brash, blustering, 
overbearing, presumptuous, heading for a fall, 
riding for a fall, informal too big for one’s boots 
overcritical ►adjective fault-finding, hyper- 
critical. captious, carping, cavilling, quibbling, 
hair-splitting, over-particular, fussy, finicky, 
fastidious, pedantic, over-scrupulous, punctili- 
ous, informal nit-picking, pernickety, archaic over- 
nice 

overcrowded ►adjective overfull, overflow- 
ing. full to overflowing/bursting, crammed full, 
congested, overpopulated, overpeopled, crowd- 
ed. swarming, teeming, informal bursting/ 
bulging at the seams, full to the gunwales, 
jam-packed 
-opposites empty. 

overdo ►verb ©she overdoes the cockney scenes 
exaggerate, overstate, overemphasize, over- 


play, go overboard with, over-dramatize, informal 
ham up. camp up 0 don't overdo the dnnk 
have/use /eat/drink too much of, overindulge 
in, have/use/eat/dnnk to excess ©they overdid 
the beef overcook, bum 
-opposites understate 

■ overdo It work too hard, overwork, do too 
much, bum the candle at both ends, overtax 
oneself, dnve/push oneself too hard, work/run 
oneself into the ground, wear oneself to a 
shadow, wear oneself out, bit off more than 
one can chew, strain oneself, informal kill one- 
self, knock oneself out 

overdone ►adjective ©the flattery was over- 
dime excessive, too much, undue, immoderate, 
inordinate, disproportionate, inflated, over- 
stated, overworked, exaggeiated, overempha- 
sized, over-enthusiastic, over-effusive, informal a 
bit much, over the top, OTT 0 overdone food 
overcooked, dried out, burnt 
-opposites understated, underdone 

Overdue ►adjective ©the ship is overdue late, 
behind schedule, behind time, delayed, un- 
punctual 0 over due payments unpaid, unsettled, 
owing, owed, payable, due, outstanding, undis- 
charged. N Amer delinquent 
-opposites early, punctual 

overeat ► verb eat too much, be greedy, gorge 
(oneself), overindulge (oneself), feast, gour- 
mandize, gluttonize, informal binge, make a pig 
of oneself, pig out. have eyes bigger than one’s 
stomach. N Amer informal scarf out 
-opposites starve 

overemphasize ►verb place/lay too much 
emphasis on. overstress, place/lay too much 
stress on. exaggerate, make too much of. over- 
play. overdo, over-dramatize, informal make a big 
thing about/of, blow up out of all proportion 
-opposites understate, play down 

overflow ► verb a lot of cream had overflowed the 
edges of the shallow dish spill over, flow ovei. 
bnm over, well over, poui forth, stream forth, 
flood 

► noun ©an overflow from the tank overspill, 
spill, spillage. Hood ©to accommodate the over- 
flow, five more offices were built surplus, excess, 
additional people/things, extra people/things, 
remainder, overspill 

overflowing ►adjective overfull, full to 
overflowing/bursting, spilling over, running 
over, crammed full, overcrowded, overloaded, 
informal bursting/bulging at the seams, jam- 
packed 

-opposites empty 

overhang ►verb stick out (over), stand out 
(over), extend (over), project (over), protrude 
(over), jut out (over), bulge out (over), hang 
over 

overhaul ► verb ©/Ve been overhauling the gear- 
box service, maintain, repair, mend, fix up, re- 
build, renovate, recondition, refit, refurbish, in- 
formal do up, patch up 0 Kenyon overhauled him 
in the race overtake, pass, go past/by, go faster 
than, get/pull ahead of, outstrip 

overhead ►adverb a bunt of thunder erupted 
overhead (up) above, high up, (up) in the sky, 
on high, above/over one’s head 
-opposites below 

► adjective overhead lines aerial, elevated, raised, 
suspended 
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-opposites underground 

overheads * plural noun (running) costs, op' 
erating costs, fixed costs, expenses, Bnt oncosts 
-opposites profit 

overindulge ► verb ©we all overindulge at 
Christmas drink/eat too much, overeat, over 
drink, be greedy, be intemperate, overindulge 
oneself, overdo it, dnnk/eat to excess, gorge 
(oneself), feast, gourmandize, gluttonize, informal 
binge, stuff oneself, go overboard, make a pig 
of oneself, pig oneself, N Amer informal scarf out 
©his mother had overindulged him spoil, give in 
to, indulge, humour, pander to, pamper, molly- 
coddle, baby 
-opposites abstain 

overlndulgence ►noun intemperance, im- 
moderation, excess, overeating, overdrinking, 
gorging, informal bmge 
-opposites abstinence 

overjoyed ► adjective ecstatic, euphoric, 
thrilled, elated, delighted, on cloud nine/seven, 
in seventh heaven, jubilant, rapturous, jump- 
ing for joy, delirious, blissful, in raptures, as 
pleased as Punch, cock-a-hoop, as happy as a 
sandboy, as happy as Lariy, informal over the 
moon, on top of the world, tickled pink, N 
Amer informal as happy as a clam. Austral informal 
wrapped 

-opposites unhappy 

overlay ► verb the area was overlaid with marble 
cover, face, surface, veneer, inlay, laminate, 
plaster, coat, varnish, glaze 

► noun an overlay of glass-fibre insulation covering, 
cover, layer, face, surface, veneer, lamination, 
coat, varnish, glaze, wash. 

Overload ►verb Q avoid o\>erloading the ship 
overburden, put too much in. overcharge, 
weigh down Q don't overload the wiring strain, 
overtax, overwork, overuse, swamp, oversup- 
ply, overwhelm 

► noun there was an overload of demands excess, 
overabundance, superabundance, profusion,’ 
glut, surfeit, surplus, superfluity, avalanche, 
deluge, flood 

Overlook ►verb ©he overlooked the mistake 
fail to notice, fail to spot, miss © his work has 
been overlooked disregard, neglect, ignore, pay 
no attention/heed to. pass over, forget ©she 
was willing to overlook his faults deliberately ig 
nore, not take into consideration, disregard, 
take no notice of, make allowances for, turn a 
blind eye to, excuse, pardon, forgive ©the 
breakfast room overlooks the garden have a view 
of, look over/across, look on to, look out on/ 
over, give on to, command a view of 

overly ► adverb unduly, excessively, inordinate- 
ly, too, wildly, absurdly, ridiculously, outra- 
geously, unreasonably, exorbitantly, impos- 
sibly. 

overpower ►verb ©the prisoners might over- 
power the crew gain control over, overwhelm, 
prevail over, get the better of, gain mastery 
over, overthrow, overturn, subdue, suppress, 
subjugate, repress, bnng someone to their 
knees, conquer, defeat, tnumph over, worst, 
trounce. Informal thrash, lick, best, clobber, wipe 
the floor with ©he was overpowered by gnef 
overcome, overwhelm, move, stir, affect, 
touch, stun, shake, devastate, take aback, leave 


speechless, informal bowl over, knock sideways, 
Bnt informal knock/hit for six 
overpowering ►adjective O overpowering 

grief overwhelming, oppressive, unbearable, 
unendurable, intolerable, shattering ©an over- 
powering smell stifling, suffocating, strong, 
pungent, powerful, nauseating, offensive, acnd, 
fetid, mephitic © overpowering evidence irrefut 
able, undeniable, indisputable, incontestable, 
incontrovertible, compelling, conclusive 
overrate ► verb overestimate, overvalue, 
think too much of. attach too much import- 
ance to, praise too highly 
-opposites underestimate 
overreach 

■ overreach oneself try to do too much. 
overestimate one’s ability, overdo it. over- 
stretch oneself, wear/bum oneself out, bite off 
more than one can chew 
overreact ►verb react disproportionately, 
act irrationally, lose one’s sense of proportion, 
blow something up out of all proportion, Bnt in- 
formal go over the top 

override ► verb O the court could not override her 
decision disallow, overrule, countermand, veto, 
quash, overturn, overthrow, cancel, reverse, re- 
scind, revoke, repeal, annul, nullify, invalidate, 
negate, void. Law vacate, formal abrogate, archaic 
recall © the government can override all opposition 
disregard, pay no heed to, take no account of, 
turn a deaf ear to, ignore, nde roughshod ovei 
©a positive attitude will override any negative 
thoughts outweigh, supersede, take precedence 
over, take priority over, offset, cancel out. 
(more than) make up for. outbalance, compen- 
sate for 

overriding ►adjective most important, of 
greatest importance, of greatest significance, 
uppermost, top, first (and foremost), highest, 
preeminent, predominant, principal, primary, 
paramount, chief, main, major, foremost, cen- 
tral, key, focal, pivotal, informal number-one 
overrule ►verb countermand, cancel, reverse, 
rescind, repeal, revoke, retract, disallow, over- 
ride, veto, quash, overturn, overthrow, annul, 
nullify, invalidate, negate, void, Law vacate, for- 
mal abrogate, archaic recall 
Overrun ►verb © guerrillas overran the barracks 
invade, storm, occupy, swarm into, surge into, 
inundate, overwhelm ©the talks overran the 
deadline exceed, go beyond/over, run over 
oversee ►verb supervise, superintend, be in 
charge/control of, be responsible for, look 
after, keep an eye on, inspect, administer, or- 
ganize, manage, direct, preside over 
overseer ►noun supervisor, foreman, fore- 
woman, team leader, controller, (line) man- 
ager, manageress, head (of department), super- 
intendent, captain; informal boss, chief, govern- 
or, Bnt informal gaffer, guv’nor, N Amer informal 
straw boss, Austral informal pannikin boss; Mining 
overman 

overshadow ►verb ©a massive hill over- 
shadows the town cast a shadow over, shade, 
darken, conceal, obscure, screen, dominate, 
overlook. Qthis feeling of tragedy overshadowed 
his story, cast gloom over, blight, take the 
edge off, mar, spoil, ruin ©he was over- 
shadowed by his brilliant elder brother, outshine. 
eclipse, surpass, exceed, be superior to, out- 
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class, outstrip, outdo, upstage, informal be head 
and shoulders above 

Oversight ►noun ©a stupid oversight mistake, 
error, omission, lapse, slip, blunder, informal 
slip-up, boo-boo, Brit informal boob, N Amer infor- 
mal goof ©the omission was due to oversight 
carelessness, inattention, negligence, forget' 
fulness, laxity 0 school governors have oversight of 
the curriculum supervision, surveillance, super- 
intendence, charge, care, administration, man 
agement 

Overstate ►verb exaggerate, overdo, over- 
emphasize, overplay, dramatize, embroidei, 
embellish, informal blow up out of all propoi- 
tion 

-oppositfs understate 

overstatement ►noun exaggeration, over- 
emphasis, diamatization. embroidery, embel- 
lishment. enhancement, hyperbole 
overt ► adjective undisguised, unconcealed, 
plain (to see), clear, apparent, conspicuous, ob- 
vious, noticeable, manifest, patent, open, bla- 
tant 

-opposnts covert 

overtake ►verb ©a green cut overtook the taxi 
pass, go past/ by, get/pull ahead of, leave be- 
hind, outdistance, outstrip Q tourism overtook 
coffee as the main earner of foreign curremy out 
strip, surpass, overshadow, eclipse, outshine, 
outclass, dwarf, put in the shade, exceed, top, 
cap, archaic outrival ©the (alamitv whuh overtook 
us befall, happen to, come upon, hit, strike, 
overwhelm, overcome, be visited on, poetic/ 
literary betide 

overthrow ►verb Qthe President was over- 
thrown remove (from office power), bring 
down, topple, depose, oust, displace, unseat 
©an attempt to overthrow Soviet rule put an end 
to. defeat, conquer 

► noun Qthe overthrow of the Shah removal (from 
office/power), downfall, fall, toppling, depos- 
ition, ousting, displacement, supplanting, un- 
seating ©the overthrow of capitalism ending, de- 
feat, displacement, fall, collapse, downfall, de- 
mise 

overtone ►noun connotation, hidden mean- 
ing, implication, association, undercurrent, 
undertone, echo, vibrations, hint, suggestion, 
insinuation, intimation, suspicion, feeling, nu- 
ance 

overture ► noun O the overture to Don Giovanni 
prelude, introduction, opening, introductory 
movement ©the overture to a long debate pre 
liminary, prelude, introduction, lead-in, precur- 
sor, start, beginning © peace overtures (open 
ing) move, approach, advances, feeler, signal, 
proposal, proposition 

overturn ► verb ©the boat overturned capsize, 
turn turtle, keel over, tip over, topple over, 
turn over, Nautical pitchpole, archaic overset © I 
overturned the stool upset , tip over, topple over, 
turn over, knock over, upend. © the Senate may 
overturn this ruling cancel, reverse, rescind, re- 
peal. revoke, retract, countermand, disallow, 
ovemde. overrule, veto, quash, overthrow, 
annul, nullify, invalidate, negate, void, Law vac- 
ate, formal abrogate, archaic recall 
overused ►adjective hackneyed, overworked, 
worn out, time-worn, tired, played out, clichfcd, 
stale, trite, banal, stock, unoriginal 


overweening ► adjective overconfident, con- 
ceited, cocksure, cocky, smug, haughtv, super- 
cilious, lofty, patronizing, arrogant, proud, 
vam, self-important, imperious, overbearing, in- 
formal high and mighty, uppish 
-opposites unassuming 

overweight ►adjective FAT, obese, stout, coi- 
pulent, gross, fleshy, plump, portly, chubby, io- 
tund, paunchy, pot-bellied, flabby, well uphol- 
stered. well padded, bioad in the beam, informal 
porky, tubby, blubbery, Bnt mfomial podgy, 
fubsy, archaic pursy 
-opposites skinny 

overwhelm ►verb Q advancing sand dunes 
could overwhelm the village swamp, submerge, en- 
gulf. bury, deluge, flood, inundate ©Spain 
overwhelmed Russia in the hockey defeat (utter- 
ly/heavily), trounce, rout, beat (hollow), con- 
quer, vanquish, be victorious over, triumph 
over, worst, overcome, overthrow, crush, infor- 
mal thrash, lick, best, clobbei, wipe the flooi 
with e she was overwhelmed by a sense of tragedy 
overcome, move, stir, affect, touch, strike, 
dumbfound, shake, devastate, leave speechless, 
informal bowl over, floor, knock sideways. Bnt in- 
formal knock/hit for six 

overwhelming ►adjective ©an overwhelming 
number of players were unavailable very large, 
enormous, immense, moidmate, massive, 
huge ©overwhelming desire to laugh very 
strong, forceful, uncontiollable, irrepressible, 
irresistible, overpowering, compelling 

overwork ►verb ©we should not overwork 
work too hard, work/run oneself into the 
ground, wear oneself to a shadow, woik one’s 
fingers to the bone, burn the candle at both 
ends, overtax oneselt, burn oneself out, do too 
much, overdo it, strain oneself, overload one- 
self. dnve/push oneself too hard, informal kill 
oneself, knock oneself out ©my colleagues did 
not overwork me drive (too hard), exploit, dnve 
into the ground, tax. overtax, overburden, put 
upon, impose on 

overworked ►adjective Qovenvorked staff 
stressed (out), stress-ridden, overtaxed, over- 
burdened, overloaded, exhausted, worn out 
©an overworked phrase hackneyed, overused, 
worn out, tired, played out, cliched, thread- 
bare, stale, tnte, banal, stock, unoriginal 
-oppositfs relaxed, original 

overwrought ►adjective ©she was too over- 
wrought to listen tense, agitated, nervous, on 
edge, edgy, keyed up, worked up, highly 
strung, neurotic, ovei excited, beside oneself, 
distracted, distraught, fi antic, hysterical, informal 
in a state, in a tizzy, uptight, wound up, het 
up, Bnt informal strung up ©the painting is over- 
wrought over-elaborate, over-ornate, over- 
blown. overdone, contnved, overworked, 
strained 

-opposites calm, understated 

owe ► verb be in debt (to), be indebted (to), be 
in arrears (to), be under an obligation (to) 

owing ►adjective the rent was awing unpaid, to 
be paid, payable, due. overdue, undischarged, 
owed, outstanding, in arrears, N Amer delin- 
quent 

-opposites paid 
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■ owing to because of, as a result of, on ac* 
count of, due to, as a consequence of, thanks 
to, in view of. formal by reason of 

OWV1 ► adjtdlve he has his own reasons personal, 
individual, particular, pnvate, personalized, 
unique 

► verb 01 own this house be the owner of, pos- 
sess, be the possessor of, have m one’s posses- 
sion, have (to one’s name) Qshe had to own 
that she agreed admit, concede, grant, accept, 
acknowledge, agree, confess 

■ get one's own back ( informal) have/get/take 
one s revenge (on), be revenged (on), hit back, 
get (back at), get even (with), settle accounts 
(with), repay, pay someone back, give someone 
their just deserts, retaliate (against/on), take re- 
prisals (against), exact retribution (on), give 
someone a taste of their own medicine 

■ hold one's own stand firm, stand one's 
ground, keep one’s end up, keep one’s head 
above water, compete, survive, cope, get on/ 
along 


■ on one's own 01 om all on my own (all) 
alone, (all) by oneself, solitary, unaccompan- 
ied, compamonless, informal by one’s lonesome, 
Bnt informal on one’s tod, on one’s Jack Jones 
Qshe works well on her own unaideo, unassisted, 
without help, without assistance, (all) by one- 
self, independently 

■ own up confess (to), admit to, admit guilt, 
plead guilty, accept blame/responsibility. tell 
the truth (about), make a clean breast of it, tell 
all, informal come clean (about) 

Owner ► noun possessor, holder, proprietor/ 
propnetiess, homeowner, freeholder, landlord, 
landlady 

-related ifrms proprietary 

ownership ►noun (right of) possession, 
freehold, proprietorship, proprietary rights, 
title 

OX ► noun bull, bullock, steer, Farming beef See 
list at cattle 
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pace ►noun Qhe stepped back a pace step, 
stride 0a slow, steady pace gait, stnde, walk, 
march e he drove home at a furious pace speed, 
rate, velocity, informal clip, lick 

► verb she paced up and down walk, stride, tread, 
march, pound, patrol 

pacific ►adjective ©a pacific community peace- 
loving, peaceable, pacifist, non-violent, non- 
aggressive. non-belligerent ©their pacific inten- 
tions conciliatory, peacemaking, placatory, 
propitiatory, appeasing, mollifying, mediatory, 
dovish, formal iremc 0 pacific waters calm, still, 
smooth, tranquil, placid, waveless, unruffled, 
like a millpond 

-opposites aggressive, stormy 

pacifism ►noun peacemaking, conscientious 
objection(s), passive resistance, peace-monger- 
mg, non-violence 

pacifist ► noun peace-lover, conscientious ob- 
jector, passive lesister, peacemaker peace- 
monger. dove, Bnt informal conchie 
-opposites warmonger 

pacify ►verb placate, appease, calm (down), 
conciliate, propitiate, assuage, mollify, soothe 
-opposites enrage 

pack ►noun ©u puck of cigarettes packet, con- 
tainer. package, box, carton, parcel ©a 451b 
pack backpack, rucksack, knapsack, kitbag, 
bag. load 0a pack oj wolves group, herd, 
troop Ou pack of youngsters crowd, mob. 
group, band, troupe, party, set, clique, gang, 
labble, horde, throng, huddle, mass, assembly, 
gathering, host, informal crew, bunch 

► verb ©she helped pack the hamper FILL (up), put 
things in, load ©they packed their belongings 
stow, put away, store, box up ©the glasses 
were packed in straw wrap (up), package, parcel, 
swathe, swaddle, encase, enfold, envelop, bun- 
dle O Christmas shoppers packed the store 
throng, crowd (into), fill (to overflowing), 
cram, jam. squash into, squeeze into Qpack 
the cloth against the wall compress, press, 
squash, squeeze, jam, tamp 

■ pack something In ( informal) © she has packed 
in her job resign from, leave, give up, informal 
quit, chuck, Bnt informal jack in © he should pack 
m smoking give up, abstain from, drop, desist 
from, refrain from, discontinue, informal quit, 
leave off, formal forswear 

■ pack someone off {informal) send off, dis- 
patch. bundle off 

■ pack up © ( Bnt mfonnaf) something is bound to 
pack up over Christmas break (down), stop work- 
ing, fail, develop a fault, malfunction, go 
wrong, informal act up, conk out, go kaput © ( in- 
formal ) it's time to pack up stop, call it a day, fin- 
ish, cease, informal knock off, quit, pack/jack it 
m 

■ pack something up put away, tidy up/ 
away, clear up/away 

package ►noun ©the delivery of a package 
parcel, packet, container, box ©a complete 
package of services collection, bundle, combin- 
ation. 


► verb goods packaged in recyclable materials wrap 
(up), gift-wrap, pack (up), parcel (up), box, en- 
case 

packaging ► noun wrapping, wrappers, pack- 
ing. covering 

packed ► adjective crowded, full, filled (to cap- 
acity), uammed, jammed, solid, overcrowded, 
overfull, teeming, seething, swarming, mfomial 
jam-packed, chock-full, chock-a-block, full to 
the gunwales, bursting/bulging at the seams 

packet ►noun ©a packet of cigarettes pack, 
carton, (cardboard) box. container, case, pack- 
age & (informal) that must have cost a packet a 
considerable/large sum of money, a king’s 
ransom, millions, billions, informal a (small) for- 
tune, pots/heaps of money, a mint, a bundle, a 
pile, a tidy sum. a pretty penny, big money, 
Bnt informal a bomb, loadsamoney, N Amer infor- 
mal big bucks, gazillions. Austral informal big hick- 
ies. motser 

pact ► noun agreement, treaty, entente, proto- 
col. deal, settlement, concordat, armistice, 
truce, formal concord 

pad 1 ►noun ©u pad over the eye piece of cot 
ton wool, dressing, pack, padding, wadding, 
wad ©u seat pad cushion, squab © making 
notes on a pad notebook, notepad, writing pad. 
memo pad, jotter, block, sketch pad. sketch- 
book. N Amer scratch pad 

► verb a quilted jacket padded with duck feathers 
stuff, fill, pack, wad 

■ pad something out expand unnecessarily, 
fill out, amplify, increase, flesh out, lengthen, 
spin out. overdo, elaborate 

pad 2 ► verb he padded along towards the bedroom 
walk quietly, tread wanly, creep, tiptoe, steal, 
pussyfoot 

padding ► noun ©padding around the ankle 
wadding, cushioning, stuffing, packing, filling, 
lining ©a concise style with no padding verbi 
age, verbosity, wordiness, prolixity, Bnt informal 
waffle 

paddle 1 ► noun use the paddles to row ashore 
oar, scull, blade 

► verb we paddled ground the bay row gently, 
pull, scull 

paddle 2 ► verb children were paddling in the 
water splash about, wade, dabble 

paddock ► noun field, meadow, pasture, pen. 
pound, N Amer corral 

paddy ► noun (Bnt informal) rage, (bad) temper, 
(bad) mood, pet, fit of pique, tantrum, informal 
grump, stress, Bnt informal strop. N Amer informal 
blowout, hissy fit 

padlock ► verb lock (up), fasten, secure 

padre ► noun priest, chaplain, minister (of reli- 
gion). pastor, father, parson, clergyman, clenc. 
ecclesiastic, man of the cloth, churchman, 
vicar, rector, curate, preacher, informal reverend. 
Holy Joe, sky pilot. Austral informal josser 
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paean ►noun SONG of praise, hymn, alleluia, 
plaudit, glorification, eulogy, tribute, panegyr- 
ic, accolade, acclamation, formal encomium 

pagan ►noun pagans worshipped the sun hea 
then, infidel, idolatei, idolatress, archaic paynim 

► adjective the pagan festival heathen, ungodly, irre- 
ligious, infidel, idolatrous, rare nullifidian 

page 1 ► noun ©a hook of 672 pages folio, sheet, 
side, leaf © a glorious page in his life period, 
time, stage, phase, epoch, era, chapter 
page 2 ► noun ©a page in a hotel errand boy, 
messenger boy, N Amer bellboy, bellhop ©a 
page at a wedding attendant, pageboy, train- 
bearer 

► verb could you please page Mr Johnson > call (for), 
summon, send for 

pageant ► noun parade, procession, cavalcade, 
tableau (vivant), spectacle, extravaganza, show 

pageantry ►noun spectacle, display, cere- 
mony. magnificence, pomp, splendour, giand- 
eur, show, informal razzle-dazzle, razzmatazz 

pain ►noun ©she endured great pain suffering, 
agony, torture, torment, discomfort ©a pain in 
the stomach ache, aching, soreness, throb, 
throbbing, sting, stinging, twinge, shooting 
pain, stab, pang, discomfort, irritation, tender- 
ness ©the pain of losing a loved one sorrow, 
grief, heartache, heartbreak, sadness, unhappi- 
ness, distress, desolation, misery, wretched- 
ness. despair, agony, torment, torture Q(infor- 
mal) that child is a pain See nuisance ©he took 
great pains to hide his feelings care, effort, 
bother, trouble 

► verb ©her foot is still paining her hurt, cause 
pain, be painful, be sore, be tender, ache, 
throb, sting, twinge, cause discomfort, informal 
kill ©the memory pains her sadden, grieve, dis- 
tress, trouble, perturb, oppress, cause anguish 
to 

■ be at pains try hard, make a great effort, 
take (great) pains, put oneself out, strive, en- 
deavour, try, do one’s best, do one’s utmost, go^ 
all out, informal bend/fall/lean over backwards 
pained ►adjective upset, hurt, wounded, in- 
jured. insulted, offended, aggrieved, displeased, 
disgruntled, annoyed, angered, angry, cross, in- 
dignant, irritated, resentful, informal riled, 
miffed, aggravated, peeved, hacked off, 
browned off, Bnt informal narked, cheesed off, N 
Amer informal teed off. ticked oft, sore 

painful ►adjective ©a painful arm sore, hurt- 
ing, tender, aching, throbbing ©u painful ex- 
perience disagreeable, unpleasant, nasty, bit- 
ter, distressing, upsetting, traumatic, miser- 
able. sad, heartbreaking, agonizing, harrowing 
painfully ►adverb distressingly, disturbingly, 
unendurably, unbearably, uncomfortably, un- 
pleasantly, dreadfully, informal terribly, awfully, 
informal, dated frightfully 

painkiller ► noun analgesic, pain reliever, 
anodyne, anaesthetic, narcotic, palliative 
painless ►adjective ©any killing of animals 
should be painless without pain, pam-free ©get- 
ting rid of him proved painless easy, trouble-free, 
effortless, simple, plain sailing, informal as easy 
as pie, a piece of cake, child’s play, a cinch 
-opposites painful, difficult 

painstaking ►adjective careful, meticulous, 
thorough, assiduous, sedulous, attentive, dili- 


gent, industrious, conscientious, punctilious, 
scrupulous, rigorous, particular, pedantic, 
fussy 

-oppositfs slapdash 

paint ► noun colouring, colourant, tint, dye, 
stain, pigment, colour See list 

► verb © simply paint the ceiling colour, apply 
paint to, decorate, whitewash, emulsion, gloss, 
spray-pamt, airbrush © painting slogans on a 
wall daub, smear, spray-pamt, airbrush ©Rem- 
brandt painted his mother portray, picture, 
paint a picture of. depict, represent ©you 
paint a very stark picture of the suffering tell, re- 
count, outline, sketch, describe, depict, evoke, 
conjure up 

■ paint the town red ( informal) celebrate, ca- 
rouse, enjoy oneself, have a good/wild time, 
have a party, informal go out on the town, 
whoop it up, make whoopee, live it up, party, 
have a ball, push the boat out 


Types of 

acrylic paint 

colour wash 

distemper 

eggshell 

emulsion 

enamel 


Paint 

gloss (paint) 
gouache 
masonry 
paint 

matt paint 
oil paint 


poster paint 

primer 

undercoat 

watercolour 

whitewash 


painter ► noun. See list at artist 
painting ► noun picture, illustration, portray- 
al, depiction, representation, image, artwork, 
canvas See lists 

Painting Techniques and 
Methods 

acrylic painting 
action painting 
aquarelle 
chiaroscuro 
colour-field painting 
colour wash 
dlvislonism 
encaustic 
genre painting 
gouache 
grisaille 
grotesque 
impasto 

miniature painting 


mural painting 

oil painting 

polychromy 

pointillism 

sand painting 

scumbling 

secco 

silk painting 

spray-can painting 

sumi-e 

tempera 

tenebrism 

watercolour 

Yamatoe 


pair ►noun ©a pair of gloves set (of two), 
matching set, two of a kind ©the pair were ar- 
rested two, couple, duo, brace, twosome, du- 
plet, twins, archaic twain, ©a pair of lines coup 
let. Prosody distich ©the happy pair couple, 
man/husband and wife 

► verb a cardigan paired with a matching skirt 
match, put together, couple, twin 

■ pair off/up get together, team up. form a 
couple, make a twosome 

pal (i informal) ► noun my best pal. See friend sense 
1 

■ pal up become friendly, make friends, form 
a friendship; N Amer informal buddy up 

palace ► noun royal/official residence, castle, 
chateau, schloss, mansion, stately home 
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Types and Forms of Painting 


altarpiece 

half-length 

piefe 

annunciation 

icon 

polyptych 

capricdo 

kakemono 

portrait 

cave 

landscape 

predella 

painting 

miniature 

retable 

doudscape 

mural 

riverscape 

conversation 

nativity 

seascape 

piece 

nocturne 

skyscape 

crucifixion 

noli me 

still life 

diorama 

tangere 

tondo 

diptych 

nude 

trompe I'oeil 

Ecce Homo 

oil 

townscape 

6corch6 

old master 

vanitas 

fete galante 

panorama 

wail painting 

fresco 

paysage 

watercolour 


-RELATED TERMS palatial 

palatable * adjective O palatable meals tasty, 
appetizing, flavourful, flavoursome, delicious, 
mouth-watering, toothsome, succulent, informal 
scrumptious, yummy, scrummy, moreish, formal 
comestible Qthe truth is not always palatable 
pleasant, acceptable, pleasing, agreeable, to 
one’s liking 

-opposites disagreeable 

palate ► noun Q the tea burned her palate roof 
of the mouth, hard/soft palate © menus to suit 
the tourist palate (sense of) taste, appetite, 
stomach ©wine with a peachy palate flavour, 
savour, taste 

palatial ►adjective luxurious, de luxe, mag- 
nificent. sumptuous, splendid, giand, opulent, 
lavish, stately, regal, fancy, Bnt upmarket, infor- 
mal plush, swanky, posh, ritzy, swish 
-opposites modest 

palaver ( informal) ►noun ©what was all that pa- 
laver about 7 fuss (and bother), bother, commo- 
tion, trouble, rigmarole, folderol, informal song 
and dance, performance, to-do, carrying-on, 
kerfuffle, hoo-ha, hullabaloo, ballyhoo 
© (dated) they were having a palaver See parley 
noun 

► verb don’t stand there palavering See talk verb 
sense 3 

pale 1 ►noun Qthe pales of a fence stake, post, 
pole, picket, upright © outside the pale of de- 
cency boundary, confines, bounds, limits 
■ beyond the pale unacceptable, unseemly, 
improper, unsuitable, unreasonable, intoler- 
able, disgraceful, deplorable, outrageous, scan- 
dalous, shocking, informal not on, not the done 
thing, out of order, out of line, Austral jNZ infor- 
mal over the fence, formal exceptionable 

pale 2 ►adjective ©she looked pale and drawn 
white, pallid, pasty, wan. colourless, anaemic, 
bloodless, washed out, peaky, ashen, grey, 
whitish, whey-faced, drained, sickly, sallow, as 
white as a sheet, deathly pale, milky, creamy, 
cream, ivory, milk-white, alabaster, informal like 
death warmed up ©pale colours ■ light, light- 
coloured, pastel, muted, subtle, soft, faded, 
bleached, washed out. ©the pale light of morn- 
ing dim, famt, weak, feeble Qa pale imitation 
feeble, weak, insipid, bland, poor, inadequate, 
uninspired, unimaginative, lacklustre, spirit- 
less. lifeless, informal pathetic. 

-opposites dark 

► verb Qhts face paled go/turn white, grow/tum 


pale, blanch, lose colour © everything else pales 
by comparison decrease in importance, lose sig- 
nificance, pale into insignificance 
palisade ► noun fence, paling, barricade, 
stockade 

pall 1 ► noun © a rich velvet pall funeral cloth, 
coffin covering ©a pall of black smoke cloud, 
covering, cloak, veil, shroud, layer, blanket 

■ cast a pall over spoil, cast a shadow over, 
overshadow, cloud, put a damper on 

pall 2 ► verb the high life was beginning to pall 
become /grow tedious, become/grow bonng, 
lose its/their interest, lose attraction, wear off, 
weary, sicken, nauseate, irritate, irk 
palliate ►verb ©the treatment works by palliat- 
ing symptoms alleviate, ease, relieve, soothe, 
take the edge off. assuage, modeiate, temper, 
diminish, decease, blunt, deaden © there is no 
way to palliate his dirty deed disguise, hide, gloss 
ovei, conceal, cover (up), camouflage, mask, ex- 
cuse, justify, extenuate, mitigate 
palliative ►adjective palliative medicine sooth 
ing, alleviating, sedative, calmative 
► noun antibiotics and palliatives painkiller, anal- 
gesic, pain reliever, sedative, tranquillizer, ano- 
dyne, calmative, opiate, bromide 
pallid ► adjective ©a pallid child pale, white, 
pasty, wan. colourless, anaemic, washed out, 
peaky, whey-faced, ashen, grey, whitish, 
drained, sickly, sallow, informal like death 
warmed up © pallid watercolours insipid, unin- 
spired, colourless, uninteresting, unexciting, 
unimaginative, lifeless, spiritless, stenie, bland 
pallor ► noun paleness, pallidness, lack of col- 
our, wanness, ashen hue. pastiness, peakiness, 
greyness, sickliness, sallowness 
pally ► adjective ( informal) friendly, on good 
terms, close, intimate, informal matey, buddy- 
buddy 

palm 1 

■ grease someone’s palm ( informal) bribe, buy 

(off), comipt, suborn, give an inducement to. 
informal give a backhander to, give a sweetener 
to 

■ have someone in the palm of one’s hand 

have control over, have influence over, have 
someone eating out of one's hand, have some- 
one on a string, N Amer have someone in one’s 
hip pocket 

■ palm something off foist, fob off, get nd 
of, dispose of, unload 

palm 2 ► noun the palm of victory prize, trophy, 
award, crown, laurel wreath, laurels, bays 
palmistry ► noun fortune telling, palm- 
reading, clairvoyancy, chiromancy 
palmy ► adjective happy, fortunate, glorious, 
prosperous, halcyon, golden, rosy, 
palpable ►adjective ©a palpable bump • tan 
gible, touchable, noticeable, detectable ©hi s 
reluctance was palpable perceptible, perceivable, 
visible, noticeable, discernible, detectable, ob- 
servable, tangible, unmistakable, transparent, 
self-evident, obvious, clear, plain (to see), evi- 
dent, apparent, manifest, stanng one in the 
face, written all over someone 
-opposites imperceptible 
palpitate ►verb ©her heart began to palpitate 
beat rapidly, jXHind, throb, pulsate, pulse, 
thud, thump, hammer, race Qpalpitating with 
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terror tremble, quiver, quake, shake (like a 
leaf) 

paltry ► adjective Qa paltry sum of money small, 
meagre, trifling, insignificant, negligible, mad- 
equate, insufficient, densory, pitiful, pathetic, 
miserable, niggardly, beggarly, informal measly, 
piddling, poxy, formal exiguous © naval glory 
struck him as paltry, worthless, petty, trivial, 
unimportant, insignificant, inconsequential, of 
little account 
-opposites considerable 

pamper ► verb spoil, indulge, ovenndulge, 
cosset, mollycoddle, coddle, baby, wait on 
someone hand and foot 

pamphlet ► noun brochure, leaflet, booklet, 
circular, flyer, handbill, N Amer mailer, folder, 
dodger 

pan 1 ► noun Qa heavy pan saucepan, frying 
pan, wok, skillet Qsalt pans hollow, pit, de- 
pression, dip, crater, concavity 
► verb O ( informal) the movie was panned by the critics 
See criticize © prospectors panned for gold sift 
for, search for, look for 
-opposites praise 

■ pan out Q Harold's idea hadn't panned out 
succeed, be successful, work (out), turn out 
well ©the deal panned out badly turn out, 
work out, end (up), come out, fall out, evolve, 
formal eventuate 

pan 2 ►verb the camera panned to the building 
swing (round), sweep, move, turn, circle 
panacea ►noun universal cure, cure-all, cure 
for all ills, universal remedy, elixir, wonder 
drug, informal magic bullet 

panache ►noun flamboyance, confidence, 
self-assurance, style, flair, elan, dash, v^rve, 
zest, spirit, brio, eclat, vivacity, gusto, liveli- 
ness, vitality, energy, informal pizzazz, oomph, 
zip, zing 

pancake ►noun CRf-PE, galette, blin, tortilla, 
tostada, chapatti, dosa, latke, blintze, N Amer 
flapjack, slapjack 

pandemic ► adjactlve widespread, prevalent, 
pervasive, nfe, rampant 

pandemonium ►noun bedlam, chaos, may- 
hem, uproar, turmoil, tumult, commotion, con- 
fusion, anarchy, furore, hubbub, rumpus, infor- 
mal hullabaloo 
-opposites peace 
pander 

■ pander to indulge, gratify, satisfy, cater to. 
give m to. accommodate, comply with 

pane ► noun sheet of glass, windowpane 
panegyric ►noun eulogy, speech of praise, 
paean, accolade, tribute 

panel ►noun Qa control panel console, instru- 
ment panel, dashboard, instruments, controls, 
dials ©a panel of judges group, team, body, 
committee, board 

pang ► noun O hunger pangs (sharp) pain, 
shooting pain, twinge, stab, spasm © a pang of 
remorse ’ qualm, twinge, pnck 
panic ►noun a wave of panic : alarm, anxiety, 
nervousness, fear, fright, trepidation, dread, 
terror, agitation, hysteria, consternation, per- 
turbation, dismay, apprehension, informal flap, 
fluster, cold sweat, funk, tizzy; N Amor informal 
swivet. 


-opposites calm 

► verb Q there's no need to panic be alarmed, be 
scared, be nervous, be afraid, take fright, be 
agitated, be hysterical, lose one’s nerve, get 
overwrought, get worked up, informal flap, get in 
a flap, lose one’s cool, get into a tizzy, run 
around like a headless chicken, freak out, get 
in a stew. Bnt informal get the wind up, go into a 
(flat) spin, have kittens ©talk of love panicked 
her frighten, alarm, scare, unnerve, informal 
throw into a tizzy, freak out. Bnt informal put 
the wind up 

panic-stricken ►adjective alarmed, fright- 
ened, scared (stiff), terrified, terror-stricken, 
petrified, horrified, horror-stricken, fearful, 
afraid, panicky, frantic, in a frenzy, nervous, 
agitated, hysterical, beside oneself, worked up, 
overwrought, informal in a cold sweat, in a (blue) 
funk, in a flap, in a fluster, in a tizzy. Bnt infor- 
mal in a flat spin 

panoply ►noun ©the Jiill panoply of America's 
military might array, range, collection © all the 
panoply of religious liturgy trappings, regalia, 
splendour, spectacle, ceremony, ntual 

panorama ►noun ©he surveyed the panorama 
(scenic) view, vista, prospect, scene, scenery, 
landscape, seascape ©a panorama of the art 
scene overview, survey, review, presentation, 
appraisal 

panoramic ►adjective Qa panoramic view 
sweeping, wide, extensive, scenic, command- 
ing ©a panoramic look at the 20th century wide- 
ranging, extensive, broad, far-reaching, com- 
prehensive, all-embracmg 

pant ►verb ©he was panting as they reached the 
top breathe heavily, breathe hard, puff (and 
blow), huff and puff, gasp, wheeze ©it makes 
you pant for more yearn for, long for, crave, 
hanker after/for, ache for, hunger for, thirst 
for, be hungry for, be thirsty for, wish for, de- 
sire, want, mfonnal itch for, be dying for, archaic 
be athirst for 

► noun breathing in shallow pants gas p. puff, 
wheeze, breath 

panting ►adjective out of breath, breathless, 
short of breath, puffed out, puffing (and blow- 
ing), huffing and puffing, gasping (for breath), 
wheezing, wheezy 

pantry ► noun larder, store, storeroom, Bnt his- 
toncal still room, archaic spence 

pants ►plural noun Q{Bnt) underpants, bnefs, 
Y-fronts, boxer shorts, boxers, long Johns, 
(French) knickers, bikini bnefs; Bnt camikmck- 
ers, N Amer shorts, undershorts, informal panties, 
Bnt informal kecks, kmcks, smalls; dated drawers, 
bloomers, unmentionables, N Amer dated step- 
ins © ( N Amer ) See trousers 

pap ► noun © tasteless pap soft food, mush, 
slop, pulp, puree, mash, informal goo. gloop, 
gook; N Amer informal glop © commercial pap 
trivia, pulp (fiction), rubbish, nonsense, froth, 
Bnt candyfloss, informal dreck, dnvel, trash, 
twaddle. 

paper ►noun ©a sheet of paper See list, ©the 
local paper, newspaper, journal, gazette, penod- 
ical, tabloid, broadsheet, quality paper, daily, 
weekly, evening paper, Sunday paper; informal 
rag, N Amer informal tab. ©the paper was peeling 
off the walls wallpaper, wallcovenng. Brit wood- 
chip; trademark Anaglypta Q toffee papers ■ wrap- 
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per, wrapping Qa three-hour paper exam, 
examination, test ©he has just published a 
paper essay, article, monograph, thesis, work, 
dissertation, treatise, study, report, analysis, 
tract, critique, exegesis, review, N Amer theme 
Q personal papers documents, certificates, let- 
ters. files, deeds, records, archives, paperwork, 
documentation. Law muniments Qthey asked us 
for our papers identification papers/documents. 
identity card, ID, credentials 
► verb we papered the walls wallpaper, hang wall- 
paper on 

■ paper something over cover up, hide, con- 
ceal. disguise, camouflage, gloss over 

■ on paper Q he put his thoughts down on paper 
in writing, in black and white, in print ©the 
combatants were evenly matched on paper in the 
ory, theoretically, supposedly 

Types of Paper 

art paper 
blotting paper 
bond paper 
brown paper 
carbon paper 
cartridge paper 
crlpe paper 
drawing paper 
glasspaper 
graph paper 
greaseproof paper 
India paper 
Japanese paper 
laid paper 
manlla paper 
manuscript paper 

papery ► adjective thin, paper-thin, flimsy, deli- 
cate, insubstantial, light, lightweight 

par 

■ below par O their performances have been 
below par substandard, inferior, not up to 
scratch, under par, below average, second-rate, 
mediocre, poor, undistinguished, informal not up 
to snuff, N Amer informal bush-league © Vm feel- 
ing below par slightly unwell, not (very) well, 
not oneself, out of sorts, ill, unwell, poorly, 
washed out. run down, peaky, Brit off (colour). 
informal under the weather, not up to snuff, 
lousy, rough, Bnt informal ropy, grotty. Austral /NZ 
informal crook, dated queer 

■ on a par with as good as, comparable with, 
m the same class/league as, equivalent to, 
equal to, on a level with, of the same standard 
as 

■ par for the course normal, typical, stand- 
ard. usual, what one would expect 

■ up to par good enough, up to the mark, sat- 
isfactory, acceptable, adequate, up to scratch, 
informal up to snuff 

parable ►noun allegory, moral sto:y/tale, 
fable, exemplum, apologue 
parade ►noun On ^ George's Day parade’ pro 
cession, march, cavalcade, motorcade spec- 
tacle, display, pageant; review, dress parade, 
tattoo; Brit march past ©she made a great par- 
ade of doing the housework' exhibition, show, dis- 
play, performance, spectacle, fuss; informal hoo 
ha. to-do. ©she walked along the parade: promen 
ade, walkway, esplanade, mall. N Amer board- 


walk, Bnt informal prom 

► verb © the teams paraded through the city march. 
process, file, troop ©she paraded up and down 
strut, swagger, stride ©he was keen to parade 
his knowledge display, exhibit, make a show of, 
flaunt, show (off), demonstrate 

paradigm ►noun model, pattern, example, 
exemplar, standard, prototype, archetype 

paradisal ► adjective heavenly, idyllic, blissful, 
divine, sublime, perfect 

paradise ►noun ©the souls tn paradise (the 
kingdom of) heaven, the heavenly kingdom, 
Elysium, the Elysian Fields, Valhalla. Avalon 
©Adam and Eve’s expulsion from Paradise: the 
Garden of Eden, Eden ©a tropical paradise 
Utopia, Shangn-La, heaven, idyll, nirvana 
© this ts sheer paradise r bliss, heaven, ecstasy, 
delight, joy, happiness, nirvana, heaven on 
earth 

-opposites hell 

paradox ► noun contradiction (in terms), 
self-contradiction, inconsistency, incongruity, 
conflict, anomaly, enigma, puzzle, mystery, 
conundrum 

paradoxical ►adjective contradictory, self- 
contradictory, inconsistent, incongruous, 
anomalous, illogical, puzzling, baffling, incom- 
prehensible, inexplicable 

paragon ► noun perfect example, shining ex- 
ample, model, epitome, archetype, ideal, exem- 
plar. nonpareil, embodiment, personification, 
quintessence, apotheosis, acme, jewel, gem, 
angel, treasure, informal one in a million, the 
tops, archaic a nonsuch 

paragraph ►noun O the concluding paragraph 
section, subdivision, part, subsection, division, 
portion, segment, passage ©a paragraph in the 
newspaper report, article, item, piece, write- 
up, mention 

parallel ► adjective © parallel lines side by side, 
aligned, collateral, equidistant ©parallel car- 
eers similar, analogous, comparable, corres- 
ponding, like, of a kind, akin, related, equiva- 
lent, matching ©a parallel universe coexisting, 
coexistent, concurrent, contemporaneous, sim- 
ultaneous. synchronous 
-opposites divergent 

► noun ©an exact parallel counterpart, ana- 
logue, equivalent, likeness, match, twin, dupli- 
cate. mirror © there is an interesting parallel be- 
tween these figures similarity, likeness, resem- 
blance, analogy, correspondence, equivalence, 
correlation, relation, symmetry, parity 

► verb © his experiences parallel mtne resemble, be 
similar to, be like, bear a resemblance to, cor- 
respond to, be analogous to, be comparable/ 
equivalent to, equate with/to, correlate with, 
imitate, echo, remind one of, duplicate, mirror, 
follow, match © her performance has never been 
paralleled equal, match, rival, emulate. 

paralyse ► verb ©both of his legs were paralysed 
disable, cnpple, immobilize, incapacitate, de- 
bilitate. formal torpefy QMaisie was paralysed by 
the sight of him immobilize, transfix, become 
rooted to the spot, freeze, stun, render motion- 
less © the capital was paralysed by a general strike 
bring to a standstill, immobilize, bnng to a 
(grinding) halt, freeze, cnpple, disable 

paralysed ► adjective disabled, crippled, 
handicapped, incapacitated, paralytic, power- 


notepaper 
oil paper 
parchment paper 
rag paper 
ricepaper 
sandpaper 
satin paper 
thermal paper 
tissue paper 
tracing paper 
vellum 
waxed paper 
wove paper 
wrapping paper 
writing paper 
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less, immobilized, useless, Medicine paraplegic, 
quadriplegic, tetraplegic, monoplegic, hemiple- 
gic. paretic, paraparetic 

paralysis ► noun ©the disease can cause paraly- 
sis immobility, powerlessness, incapacity, debili- 
tation, Medicine paraplegia, quadnplegia, tetra- 
plegia, monoplegia, hemiplegia, diplegia, par- 
esis. paraparesis Q complete paralysis oj the ports 
shutdown, immobilization, stoppage 

paralytic ► adjective ©her hands became paralyt- 
ic paralysed, crippled, disabled, incapacitated, 
powerless, immobilized, useless Q(Bnt mformaf) 
everyone was paralytic See drunk adjective 

parameter ► noun framework, variable, 
limit, boundary, limitation, restriction, criter- 
ion, guideline 

paramount ► adjective most important, of 
greatest/pnme importance, uppermost, su- 
preme. chief, overriding, predominant, fore- 
most, prime, primary, principal, highest, main, 
key. central, leading, major, top, informal 
number-one 

paramour ► noun ( archaic ) lover, significant 
other, mistress, girlfriend, kept woman, other 
woman, inamorata, boyfriend, other man, in- 
amorato. informal fancy woman/man, toy boy, 
sugar daddy, bit on the side, bit of fluff, archaic 
concubine, courtesan 

paranoia ► noun persecution complex, delu- 
sions. obsession, psychosis 

paranoid ► adjective over-suspicious, para- 
noiac. suspicious, mistrustful, fearful, insecure. 
Bnt informal para 

parapet ► noun OMarlun leaned over the para- 
pet balustrade, barrier, wall Qthe sandbags 
making up the parapet barricade, rampart, bul- 
wark. bank, embankment, fortification, de- 
fence. earthwork, bastion 

paraphernalia ► plural noun equipment, stuff, 
things, apparatus, kit, implements, tools, uten- 
sils, matenal(s), appliances, accoutrements, ap- 1 
purtenances, odds and ends, bits and pieces, in- 
formal gear, Bnt informal clobber, archaic equipage 

paraphrase ►verb paraphrasing literary texts 
reword, rephrase, put/express in other words, 
rewrite, gloss 

► noun this paraphrase of St Paul’s words reword 
ing, rephrasing, lewnting, rewrite, rendition, 
rendering, gloss 

parasite ► noun hanger-on, cadger, leech, pas- 
senger, informal bloodsucker, sponger, scroun- 
ger, freeloader, N Amer informal mooch, Austral / 
NZ informal bludger 

parcel ►noun ©a parcel of clothes package, 
packet; pack, bundle, box, case, bale 0 a parcel 
of land plot, piece, patch, tract, Bnt allotment, 

N Amer lot, plat 

► verb ©she parcelled up the papers pack (up), 
package, wrap (up), gift-wrap, tie up. bundle 
up © parcelling out commercial farmland, divide 
up, portion out, distribute, share out, allocate, 
allot, apportion, hand out, dole out, dish out, 
informal divvy up 

parched ► adjective ©the parched earth: (bone) 
dry, dned up/out, and, desiccated, dehydrated, 
baked, burned, scorched, withered, shnvelled 
0 {informal) Pm parched See thirsty sense 1 
-opposites soaking 


pardon ► noun © pardon for your sins forgive 
ness, absolution, clemency, mercy, lenience, 
leniency ©he offered them a full pardon re 
prieve, free pardon, amnesty, exoneration, re- 
lease, acquittal, discharge, formal exculpation 

► verb ©/ know she will pardon me forgive, ab- 
solve. have mercy on, excuse, condone, over- 
look © they were subsequently pardoned exoner 
ate, acquit, amnesty, repneve, release, free, in- 
formal let off, formal exculpate 

-opposites blame, punish 

► exclamation Pardon ? what (did you say), eh, par- 
don me, I beg your pardon, sorry, excuse me, 
mfo’mal come again 

pardonable ►adjective excusable, forgivable, 
condonable, understandable, minor, venial, 
slight 

-opposites inexcusable 

pare ►verb ©pare the peel from the lemon cut 
(off), trim (off), peel (off), strip (off), skin; tech- 
nical decorticate © domestic operations have been 
pared down reduce, dimmish, decrease, cut 
(back/down), tnm, slim down, prune, curtail 

parent ►noun ©her parents have divorced 
mother, father, birth/biological parent, pro- 
genitor, adoptive parent, foster-parent, step- 
parent, guardian, poetic /literary begetter ©the 
parent of rock and roll source, origin, genesis, 
root, author, architect, precursor, forerunner, 
predecessor, antecedent, formal radix 

► verb those who parent young children bring up. 
look after, take care of, rear, raise 

parentage ►noun origins, extraction, birth, 
family, ancestry, lineage, heritage, pedigree, 
descent, blood, stock, roots 

parenthetical ►adjective incidental, supple- 
mentary, in brackets, in parentheses, paren- 
thetic. explanatory, qualifying 

parenthetically ►adverb INCIDENTAL! y, by 
the way. by the by(e). m passing, in paren- 
thesis 

parenthood ►noun childcare, child-rearing, 
motherhood, fatherhood, parenting 

pariah ►noun outcast, persona non grata, 
leper, undesirable, unperson 

parings ► plural noun peelings, clippings, peel, 
rind, cuttings, trimmings, shavings 

parish ► noun © the parish of Poplar district, 
community © the vicar scandalized the parish . pa 
rishioners, churchgoers, congregation, fold, 
flock, community 
-RELATED TERMS parochial 

parity ► noun equality, equivalence, uniform- 
ity, consistency, correspondence, congruity, 
levelness, unity, coequality 

park ► noun ©we were playing in the park public 
garden, recreation ground, playground, play 
area © fifty acres of park parkland, grassland, 
woodland, garden(s), lawns, grounds, estate. 
0 the liveliest player on the park, (playing) field, 
football field, pitch. 

► verb ©he parked his car leave, position, stop, 
pull up © ( informal) park your bag by the door put 
(down), place, deposit, leave, stick, shove, 
dump, informal plonk, Bnt informal bung 

■ park oneself (informal) sit down, seat oneself, 
settle (oneself), install oneself; informal plonk 
oneself. 
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parlance ► noun jargon, language, phrase* 
ology, talk, speech, ai'got, patois, cant; informal 
lingo, -ese, -speak 

parley ► noun a peace parley negotiation, 
talk(s), conference, summit, discussion, pow- 
wow, informal confab, formal colloquy, confabula- 
tion, dated palaver 

► verb the two parties were willing to parley discuss 
terms, talk, hold talks, negotiate, deliberate, in- 
formal powwow 

parliament ► noun Qthe Queen's speech to Par- 
liament the Houses of Parliament, Westmin- 
ster, the (House of) Commons, the (House of) 
Lords ©the Russian parliament legislature, le- 
gislative assembly, congress, senate, (upper/ 
lower) house, (upper/lower) chamber, diet, as- 
sembly. See list at legislative 
parliamentary ► adjective legislative, law- 
making. governmental, congressional, senator- 
ial, democratic, elected, representative 
parlour ► noun Q (dated) tea in the parlour sit 
ting room, living room, lounge, front room, 
drawing room, Bnt reception room ©a beauty 
parlour salon, shop, establishment, store 
parlous ► adjective bad, dire, dreadful, awful, 
terrible, grave, serious, desperate, precarious, 
sorry, poor, lamentable, hopeless, unsafe, peril- 
ous. dangerous, nsky, informal dicey, hairy, 
chronic, woeful 

parochial ► adjective narrow-minded, small- 
minded, provincial, narrow, small-town, con- 
servative, illiberal, intolerant, Bnt parish-pump. 
N Amer informal jerkwater 
-opposites broad-minded 
parochialism ► noun narrow-mindedness, 
provincialism, small-mindedness 
parody ► noun Qa parody of the gothic novel 
satire, burlesque, lampoon, pastiche, pasquin- 
ade, caricature, imitation, mockeiy, informal 
spoof, take-off, send-up © a parody of the truth 
distortion, travesty, caricature, misiepresenta- 
tion, perversion, corruption, debasement 

► verb parodying schoolgirl fiction satirize, bur- 
lesque, lampoon, caricature, mimic, imitate, 
ape, copy, make fun of, travesty, take off, infor- 
mal send up 

paroxysm ► noun spasm, attack, fit, burst, 
bout, convulsion, seizure, outburst, eruption, 
explosion, access, formal boutade 

parrot ► noun. 

-RELATED TERMS psittacine 

► verb they parroted slogans without appreciating their 
significance repeat (mindlessly), repeat mech- 
anically, echo 

parrot-fashion ► adverb mechanically, by 
rote, mindlessly, automatically 
parry ► verb Q Sharpe parried the blow ward 
off, fend off, deflect, hold off, block, counter, 
repel, repulse ©I parried her constant questions 
evade, sidestep, avoid, dodge, answer evasively, 
field, fend off 

parsimonious ► adjective MEAN, miserly, nig- 
gardly, close-fisted, close, penny-pinching, un- 
generous, Scrooge-like, informal tight-fisted, 
tight, stingy, mingy; N Amer informal cheap, for- 
mal penurious; archaic near. 

-opposites generous. 

parsimony ► noun meanness, miserliness, par- 
simoniousness, niggardliness, close-fistedness, 
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closeness, penny-pinching, informal stinginess, 
minginess, tightness, tight-fistedness, N Amar 
cheapness, formal penunousness, archaic near- 
ness 

parson ► noun vicar, rector, clergyman, clenc, 
chaplain, pastor, curate, man of the cloth, ec- 
clesiastic, minister, pnest, preacher, informal rev- 
erend, padre, Austral informal josser 

part ► noun ©the last part of the cake | a large 
part of their life bit, slice, chunk, lump, hunk, 
wedge, fragment, scrap, piece, portion, propor- 
tion, percentage, fraction © car parts compon 
ent, bit, constituent, element, module ©body 
parts part of the body, organ, limb, member 
Qthe third part of the book section, division, 
volume, chapter, act, scene, instalment 0 an- 
other part of the country district, neighbour- 
hood, quarter, section, area, region Qthe part 
of Juliet (theatrical) role, character, persona 
Qhe's learning his part lines, words, script, 
speech, libretto, lyncs, score Qhe was jailed for 
his part in the affair involvement, role, function, 
hand, work, responsibility, capacity, position, 
participation, contribution; informal bit 
-opposites whole 

► verb Qthe curtains parted separate, divide (m 
two), split (in two), move apart ©we parted on 
bad terms leave, take one’s leave, say 
goodbye/farewell, say one’s goodbyes/farewells, 
go one’s (separate) ways, go away, depart 
-opposites join, meet 

► adjective a part payment incomplete, partial, 
half, semi-, limited, inadequate, insufficient, 
unfinished 

-opposites complete 

► adverb it is part finished to a certain extent/ 
degree, to some extent/degree, partly, partial- 
ly. in part, half, relatively, comparatively, (up) 
to a point, somewhat, not totally, not entirely, 
(very) nearly, almost, just about, all but 
-opposites completely 

■ for the most part. See most 

■ in good part. See good 

■ In part to a certain extent/degree, to some 
extent/degree, partly, partially, slightly, m 
some measure, (up) to a point 

■ on the part of (made/done) by. carried out 
by, caused by, from 

■ part with give up/away, relinquish, forgo, 
surrender, hand over, deliver up. dispose of 

■ take part participate, join in, get involved, 
enter, play a part/role, be a participant, con- 
tribute, have a hand, help, assist, lend a hand, 
informal get in on the act 

■ take part in participate in, engage in. join 
in. get involved in, share in, play a part/role in, 
be a participant in, contribute to, be associated 
with, have a hand in 

■ take someone's part support, give one's 
support to, take the side of, side with, stand 
by, stick up for, be supportive of, back (up), 
give one’s backing to, be loyal to, defend, come 
to the defence of. champion 

partake ►verb O (formal) visitors can partake tn 
golf participate in, take part in, engage in, jom 
in, get involved in ©she had partaken of lunch. 
consume, have, eat, dnnk, devour, wolf down, 
informal polish off © Bohemia partakes of both East 
and West : have the oualities/attributes of, sug- 
gest, evoke, be characterized by 
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partial * adjective ©a partial recovery incom 
plete, limited, qualified, imperfect, fragmen- 
tary, unfinished Qa very partial vi^w of the situ- 
ation biased, prejudiced, partisan, one-sided, 
slanted, skewed, coloured, unbalanced 
-oppositfs complete, unbiased 
■ bo partial to like, love, enjoy, have a liking 
for, be fond of, be keen on, have a soft spot 
foi, have a taste for, have a penchant for, infor- 
mal adore, be mad about/on, have a thing 
about, be crazy about, be nutty about, Bnt infor- 
mal be potty about, N Amer informal cotton to, 
Austral (NZ informal be shook on 
partiality ► noun O his partiality towards their 
cause bias, prejudice, favouritism, favour, parti- 
sanship © her partiality for brandy liking, love, 
fondness, taste, soft spot, predilection, pen- 
chant, passion 

partially ► adverb to a limited extent degree, 
to a certain extent/degree, partly, in part, not 
totally, not entirely, relatively, moderately, (up) 
to a point, somewhat, comparatively, slightly 
participant ► noun participator, contributor, 
party, member, entrant, competitor, player, 
contestant, candidate 

participate ► verb take part, engage, join, 
get involved, share, play a part/role, be a par- 
ticipant. partake, have a hand in. be associated 
with, cooperate, help, assist, lend a hand 
participation ► noun involvement, part, con- 
tnbution, association 

particle ►noun Q minute particles of rock (tiny) 
bit, (tiny) piece, speck, spot, fleck, fragment, 
sliver, splinter See list Qhe never showed a par- 
ticle oj sympathy iota, jot, whit, bit, scrap, 
shred, crumb, drop, hint, touch, trace, sugges- 
tion, whisper, suspicion, scintilla, informal 
smidgen 


Subatomic Particles 

See also QUARK. 


antielectron 

Higgs 

nucleon 

antineutron 

(boson/ 

photon 

antiparticle 

particle) 

pion 

antiproton 

hyperon 

positron 

antiquark 

kaon 

proton 

axion 

lambda 

psi particle 

baryon 

particle 

quark 

boson 

lepton 

strange 

electron 

meson 

particle 

fermion 

muon 

tau particle 

gluon 

neutrino 

WIMP 

hadron 

neutron 



particular ►adjective O a particular group of 
companies specific, certain, distinct, separate, 
discrete, definite, precise, single, individual 
0an issue of particular importance * (extra) spe 
cial, especial, exceptional, unusual, singular, 
uncommon, notable, noteworthy, remarkable, 
unique, forma I peculiar ©he was particular about 
what he ate fussy, fastidious, finicky, meticu- 
lous, punctilious, discriminating, selective, 
painstaking, exacting, demanding, informal per- 
nickety, choosy, picky, Bnt informal faddy. 
-opposites general, careless 
► noun the same in every particular detail, item, 
point, specific, clement, aspect, respect, regard, 
particularity, fact, feature 


■ In particular Q nothing in particular specific, 
special, ©the poor, in particular, were hit by rising 
prices particularly, specifically, especially, spe- 
cially 

particularity ► noun Qthe particularity of each 
human being individuality, distinctiveness, 
uniqueness, singularity, originality ©a great 
degree of particularity detail, precision, accur- 
acy, thoroughness, scrupulousness, meticulous- 
ness 

particularize ►verb specify, detail, itemize, 
list, enumerate, spell out, cite, stipulate, in- 
stance. 

particularly ►adverb Qthe acoustics are par- 
ticularly good especially, specially, very, ex- 
tremely, exceptionally, singularly, peculiarly, 
unusually, extraordinarily, remarkably, out- 
standingly, amazingly, incredibly, really, informal 
seriously, majorly, awfully, tembly, Bnt informal 
jolly, dead, well, informal, dated devilish, frightful- 
ly ©he particularly asked that I should help v ou 
specifically, explicitly, expressly, in particular, 
especially, specially 

parting ►noun ©an emotional parting fare 
well, leave-taking, goodbye, adieu, departure, 
valediction © they kept their parting quiet separ 
ation, break-up, split, divorce, nft. estrange- 
ment, Bnt informal bust-up ©the parting of the 
Red Sea division, dividing, separation, separat- 
ing, splitting, breaking up/apart, partition, par- 
titioning 

► adjective a parting kiss farewell, goodbye, last, 
final, valedictory 

partisan ►noun O Conservative partisans sup 
porter, follower, adherent, devotee, champion, 
fanatic, fan, enthusiast, stalwart, zealot, N 
Amer boostei Qthe partisans opened fire from the 
woods guerrilla, freedom fighter, resistance 
fighter, underground fighter, irregular (soldier) 

► adjective partisan attitudes biased, prejudiced, 
one-sided, discriminatory, coloured, partial, 
interested, sectarian, factional 

-opposites unbiased 

partisanship ► noun bias, prejudice, one- 
sidedness. discrimination, favour, favouritism, 
partiality, sectarianism, factionalism 

partition ► noun Q the partition of Palestine div 
iding up, partitioning, separation, division, div- 
iding, subdivision, splitting (up), breaking up. 
break-up © room partitions screen, (room) div- 
ider, (dividing) wall, barrier, panel, separator 

► verb Qthe resolution partitioned Poland divide 
(up), subdivide, separate, split (up), break up, 
share (out), parcel out Qthe huge hall was parti- 
tioned subdivide, divide (up), separate (off), sec- 
tion off, screen off 

partly ► adverb to a certain extent/degree, to 
some extent/degree, in part, partially, a little, 
somewhat, not totally, not entirely, relatively, 
moderately, (up) to a point, in some measure, 
slightly 

-opposites completely. 

partner ►noun ©business partners 1 colleague, 
associate, co-worker, fellow worker, collabor- 
ator. comrade, teammate; Bnt informal oppo, 
Austral fNZ informal offsider; archaic compeer, ©his 
partner in crime accomplice, confederate, acces- 
sory, collaborator, fellow conspirator, helper, 
informal sidekick, ©your relationship with your 
partner spouse, husband, wife, consort; lover, 
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girlfriend, boyfriend, fiance, fiancee, significant 
other, live-m lover, common-law husband/wife, 
man, woman, mate, informal hubby, missus, old 
man, old lady/ woman, better half, intended, 
POSSLQ, Bnt informal other half 

partnership ^noun Q close partnership co 
operation, association, collaboration, coalition, 
alliance, union, affiliation, relationship, con- 
nection © thriving partnerships company, firm, 
business, corporation, organization, associ- 
ation. consortium, syndicate 

parturition >noun (formal) childbirth, birth, 
delivery, labour, dated confinement, poetic /literary 
travail, archaic childbed, accouchement 

party ► noun 0 150 people attended the party (so 
cial) gathering, (social) function, get-together, 
celebration, reunion, festivity, jamboree, recep- 
tion. at-home, soiree, social, dance, ball, cei- 
lidh, frolic, carousal, carouse, N Amer fete, hoe- 
down, shower, bake, cookout, levee, Austral (NZ 
corroboree, informal bash, shindig, rave, disco, 
do. shebang, bop. hop. Bnt informal rave-up, 
knees-up, beanfeast, beano, bunfight, N Amer 
informal blast, wingding, kegger, Austral /NZ informal 
shivoo, rage, ding, jollo, rort 0a party of Bnt - 
ish tourists group, company, body, gang, band, 
crowd, pack, contingent, informal bunch, crew, 
load Qthe left-wing parties faction, political 
party, group, grouping, cabal, junta, bloc, 
camp, caucus Q don’t mention a certain party 
person, individual, somebody, someone 
► verb ( informal) let’s party! celebrate, have fun, 
enjoy oneself, have a party, have a good/ wild 
time, go on a spree, rave it up, carouse, make 
merry, informal go out on the town, paint the 
town red, whoop it up, let one’s hair down, 
make whoopee, live it up, have a ball 
■ be a party to get involved in/with, be asso- 
ciated with, be a participant in 

parvenu ► noun upstart, social climber, arriv- 
iste 

pass 1 ► verb O the traffic passing through the vil- 
lage go, proceed, move, progress, make one’s 
way, travel ©a car passed him overtake, go 
past/by, pull ahead of, overhaul, leave behind 
©time passed elapse, go by/past, advance, 
wear on, roll by, tick by ©he passed the time 
wnting letters, occupy, spend, fill, use (up), em- 
ploy. while away ©pass me the salt hand 
(over), let someone have, give, reach ©he 
passed the ball back kick, hit, throw, lob ©her 
estate passed to her grandson be transferred, go. 
be left, be bequeathed, be handed down/on, be 
passed on. Law devolve © his death passed almost 
unnoticed happen, occur, take place, come 
about, transpire, poetic /literary befall ©the storm 
passed come to an end, fade (away), blow over, 
run its course, die out, finish, end, cease 
(E) God’s peace passes all human understanding 
surpass, exceed, transcend {©he passed the 
exam: be successful in, succeed m. gain a pass 
m. get through, informal sail through, scrape 
through ©the Senate passed the bill approve. 
vote for, accept, ratify, adopt, agree to, author- 
ize, endorse, legalize, enact; informal OK ©she 
could not let that comment pass go (unnoticed), 
stand, go unremarked, go undisputed ©we 
should not pass judgement declare, pronounce, 
utter, express, deliver, issue © passing urine: 
discharge, excrete, evacuate, expel, emit, re- 
lease. 


partnership | passenger 

-opposites stop, fail, reject 
► noun Qyou must show your pass permit, warrant, 
authorization, licence ©a cross-field pass kick. 
hit, throw, shot 

■ come to pass (poetic/ literary) happen, come 
about, occur, transpire, arise, poetic /literary befall 

■ make a pass at make (sexual) advances to. 
proposition, informal come on to. make a play 
for, N Amer informal hit on, make time with, put 
the make on 

■ pass away/on. See die sense 1 

■ pass as/for be mistaken for, be taken for. 
be accepted as 

■ pass off ©the rally passed off peacefully, take 
place, go off, happen, occur, be completed, 
turn out © when the dizztness passed off he sat up 
wear off, fade (away), pass, die down 

■ pass someone off misrepresent, falsely 
represent, disguise 

■ pass out faint, lose consciousness, black 
out 

■ pass something over disregard, overlook, 
ignore, pay no attention to. let pass, gloss over, 
take no notice of. pay no heed to. turn a blind 
eye to 

■ pass something up turn down, reject, ref- 
use, decline, give up. forgo, let pass, miss (out 
on), informal give something a nnss 

pass 2 ► noun a pass through the mountains route, 
way, road, passage, cut, gap, N Amer notch 
passable ► adjective ©the beer was passable 
adequate, all right, fairly good, acceptable, sat- 
isfactory, moderately good, not (too) bad. aver- 
age. tolerable, fair, mediocre, middling, ordin- 
ary, indifferent, unremarkable, unexceptional. 
informal OK, so-so. nothing to write home about, 
no great shakes, not up to much, NZ informal 
half-pie ©t he road is still passable navigable, 
traversable, negotiable, unblocked, unobstruct- 
ed, open, clear 

passably ► adverb quite, lather, somewhat, 
fairly, reasonably, moderately, comparatively, 
relatively, tolerably, informal pietty 
passage ► noun ©their passage through the 
country transit, progress, passing, movement, 
motion, travelling ©the passage of time pass 
ing, advance, course, march ©u passage from 
the embassy safe conduct, warrant, visa, admis- 
sion, access ©the overnight passage voyage, 
crossing, trip, journey © clearing a passage to 
the front door way (through), route, path ©a 
passage to the kitchen See passageway sense 1 
©a passage between the buildings See passage 
way sense 2 ©the nasal passages, duct, orifice, 
opening, channel, inlet, outlet © the passage to 
democracy transition, development, progress, 
move, change, shift ©the passage of the bill 
enactment, passing, ratification, approval, 
adoption, authorization, legalization ©a pas- 
sage from ’Macbeth’ extract, excerpt, quotation, 
quote, citation, reading, piece, selection, 
passageway ► noun Q secret passageways 
corridor, hall, passage, hallway, walkway, 
aisle, ©a narrow passageway off the mam street 
alley, alleyway, passage, lane, path, pathway, 
footpath, track, thoroughfare, N Amer areaway. 
pass* ► adjective. See old-fashioned 
passenger ► noun ©rail passengers travel- 
ler, commuter, fare payer ©we can’t afford 
passengers hanger-on, idler, parasite, informal 
freeloader 
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passing ► adjective Qof passing interest fleet 
ing, transient, transitory, ephemeral, brief, 
short-lived, temporary, momentary, poetic/ literary 
evanescent 0u passing glance hasty, rapid, 
hurried, brief, quick; cursory, superficial, cas- 
ual, perfunctory 

► noun Qthe passing of time passage, course, pro- 
gress. advance Q Jack's passing death, demise, 
passing away/on. end. loss, quietus, formal de- 
cease Qthe passing of the new hill enactment, 
ratification, approval, adoption, authonzation, 
legalization, endorsement 
Bln passing incidentally, by the by /way, en 
passant. 

passion ► noun O the passion of activists fer 
vour, ardour, enthusiasm, eagerness, zeal, zeal- 
ousness, vigour, fire, fieriness, energy, fer- 
vency, animation, spirit, spintedness, fanati- 
cism Qhe worked himself up into a passion 
(blind) rage, fit of anger/temper, temper, 
towering rage, tantrum, fury, frenzy, Brit infor- 
mal paddy ©hot with passion * love, (sexual) de- 
sire, lust, ardour, infatuation, lasciviousness, 
lustfulness © hi s passion for football enthusiasm, 
love, mama, fascination, obsession, fanaticism, 
fixation, compulsion, appetite, addiction, infor- 
mal thing 0 English literature is a passion with me 
obsession, preoccupation, craze, mama, hobby 
horse Qthe Passion of Christ crucifixion, suffer- 
ing, agony, martyrdom 
-opposites apathy 

passionate ► adjective Qa passionate entreaty 
intense, impassioned, ardent, fervent, vehe- 
ment, fieiy, heated, emotional, heartfelt, eager, 
excited, animated, spirited, energetic, fervid, 
frenzied, wild, consuming, violent, poetic/ literary 
perfervid 0 McGregor is passionate about sport 
very keen, very enthusiastic, addicted, informal 
mad, crazy, hooked, nuts; N Amer informal nutso, 
Austral /NZ informal shook ©a passionate kiss am 
orous, ardent, hot-blooded, aroused, loving, 
sexy, sensual, erotic, lustful, informal steamy, 
hot, turned on ©a passionate woman excit 
able, emotional, fiery, volatile, mercurial, 
quick-tempered, highly strung, impulsive, tem- 
peramental. 

-opposites apathetic 

passionless ► adjective unemotional, cold, 
cold-blooded, emotionless, frigid, cool, unfeel- 
ing. unloving, unresponsive, undemonstrative, 
impassive 

passive ► adjective Qa passive role inactive, 
non-active, non-participative, uninvolved 
0 passive victims submissive, acquiescent, unre- 
sisting, unassertive, compliant, pliant, obedi- 
ent, docile, tractable, malleable, pliable ©the 
woman’s face was passive emotionless, impas- 
sive, unemotional, unmoved, dispassionate, 
passionless, detached, unresponsive, undemon- 
strative, apathetic, phlegmatic 
-opposites active 

passport ► noun ©travel permit, (travel) pa- 
pers, visa, laissez-passer 0 qualifications are the 
passport to success key, path, way, route, av- 
enue, door, doorway 

password ► noun word of identification; Mili- 
tary, archaic watchword, countersign, 
past ► adjective © memories of times past : gone 
(by), over (and done with), no more, done, by- 
gone, former, (of) old, olden, long-ago; poetic/ 
literary of yore 0 the post few months: last, re- 


cent, preceding ©a past chairman * previous, 
former, foregoing, erstwhile, onetime, some- 
time, ex-, formal quondam 
-opposites present, future 

► noun details about her past history, background, 
life (story) 

► preposition ©she walked past the cafe in front of, 
by 0he r s past retirement age beyond, in excess 
of 

► adverb they humed past along, by, on 

Bln the past formerly, previously, in days/ 
years/times gone by, m former times, in the 
(good) old days, in days of old, m olden times, 
once (upon a time), poetic/ literary in days of yore, 
m yesteryear 


pasta ► noun 

See Itst 


Types of Pasta 


agnolottl 

fusllli 

rlgatoni 

angel hair 

gramlgna 

nsoni 

annellini 

lasagne 

rotelle 

bigoli 

ilnguine 

rotini 

bucatini 

lumache 

spaghetti 

cannelloni 

macaroni 

spaghetti^ 

capelti 

mafalde 

spaghettone 

cappellettl 

manicotti 

stelline 

casarecde 

maruzze 

tagliatelle 

conchiglie 

mezzani 

tagllollnl 

cravattine 

mostacctoil 

taglioni 

ditalf 

noodles 

tortelllni 

dltallni 

orecchiette 

tortelloni 

ditalonl 

orzo 

tortigllonl 

farfalle 

pagiia e 

trenette 

farfaltine 

fieno 

tuffoloni 

fedellnl 

pappardelle 

vermicelli 

fettucce 

penne 

zltl 

fettucdne 

pipe 


fidelinf 

ravioli 



paste ► noun © blend the ingredients to a paste 
pur£e, pulp, mush, blend © wallpaper paste ad 
hesive, glue, gum, fixative, N Amer mucilage 
© Jish paste spread. pat£ 

► verb a notice was pasted on the door glue, stick, 
gum, fix, affix 

pastel ► adjective pale, soft, light, light- 
coloured, muted, subtle, subdued, soft-hued 
-opposites dark, bright 

pastiche ►noun ©a pastiche of literary models 
mixture, blend, medley, melange, miscellany, 
mixed bag, pot-poum. mix, compound, com- 
posite, collection, assortment, conglomeration, 
hotchpotch, jumble, ragbag. N Amer hodge- 
podge 0 a pastiche of 18th-century style imita 
tion, parody, informal take-off. 

pastille ► noun lozenge, sweet, drop, tablet, 
pill 

pastime ► noun hobby, leisure activity/ 
pursuit, sport, game, recreation, amusement, 
diversion, entertainment, interest, sideline 

past master ► noun expert, master, wizard, 
genius, old hand, veteran, maestro, connois- 
seur, authority, grandmaster; informal ace, pro, 
star, hotshot, Brit informal dab hand; N. Amer infor- 
mal maven, crackeijack. 

pastor ►noun priest, minister (of religion), 
parson, clergyman, cleric, chaplain, padre, ec- 
clesiastic, man of the cloth, churchman, vicar. 
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rector, curate, preacher, informal reverend, Aus- 
tral informal josser 

pastoral ► adjective Qa pastoral scene rural, 
country, countryside, rustic, agncultural, bucol- 
ic. poetic/ literary sylvan, Arcadian Qhis pastoral 
duties priestly, clerical, ecclesiastical, minister- 
ial 

-opposites urban 

pastry ►noun Q pastries for tea tart, tartlet, 
pie, pasty, patty ©two layers of pastry crust, 
piecrust, croute 

pasture ► noun grazing (land), grassland, 
grass, pastureland, pasturage, ley, meadow, 
field, Austral ( NZ run, poetic/ literary lea, mead, 
greensward 

pasty ► adjective pale, pallid, wan. colourless, 
anaemic, ashen, white, grey, pasty-faced, 
washed out, sallow 

pat 1 ► verb Brian patted her on the shoulder tap, 
slap lightly, clap, touch 

► noun Qa pat on the cheek tap, light blow, clap, 
touch ©a pat of butter piece, dab, lump, poi- 
tion, knob, mass, gobbet, ball, curl 

■ pat someone on the back congratulate. 
praise, take one’s hat off to. commend, compli- 
ment. applaud, acclaim 

pat 2 ► adjective pat answers glib, simplistic, fa- 
cile, unconvincing 

► adverb his reply came rather pat opportunely, 
conveniently, at just/exactly the right moment, 
expediently, favourably, appropriately, fitting- 
ly, auspiciously, providentially, felicitously, 
propitiously 

■ off pat word-perfect, by heart, by lote, by 
memoiy, parrot-fashion 

■ get something off pat memorize, commit to 
memoiy, remember, learn by heart, learn (by 
lote) 

patch ► noun Qa patch over one eye cover, eye- 
patch. covering, pad Qa reddish patch on her 
wnst blotch, mark, spot, smudge, speckle, 
smear, stain, streak, blemish, informal splodge, 
splotch ©a patch of ground plot, area, piete, 
strip, tract, parcel, bed, Bnt allotment, N Amer 
lot O {Bnt informal) they are going through a diffi- 
cult patch period, time, spell, phase, stietch. 
Bnt informal spot 

► verb her jeans were neatly patched mend, repair, 
put a patch on, sew (up), stitch (up) 

■ patch something up ( informal ) Qthc houses 
were being patched up repair, mend, fix hastily, 
do a makeshift repair on Qhe's trying to patch 
things up with his wife reconcile, make up. set- 
tle, remedy, put to rights, rectify, clear up, set 
nght, make good, resolve, square 

patchwork ►noun assortment, miscellany, 
mixture, melange, medley, blend, mixed bag, 
mix, collection, selection, assemblage, combin- 
ation, pot-poum, jumble, mishmash, ragbag, 
hotchpotch, N Amer hodgepodge 
patchy ►adjective Q their teaching has been 
patchy: uneven, bitty, varying, variable, inter- 
mittent, fitful, sporadic, erratic, irregular 
Qpatchy evidence ■ fragmentary, inadequate, in- 
sufficient, rudunentaiy, limited, sketchy 
-opposites uniform, comprehensive 
patent ► noun there is a patent on the chemical 
copyright, licence, legal protection, registered 
trademark 

► adjective Q patent nonsense obvious, clear, plain. 


evident, manifest, self-evident, transparent, 
overt, conspicuous, blatant, downright, bare- 
faced, flagrant, undisguised, unconcealed, un- 
mistakable Q patent medicines proprietary, pa- 
tented, licensed, branded 
paternal ►adjective Q his face shoved paternal 
concern fatherly, fatherlike, patnarchal, pro- 
tective, solicitous, compassionate, sympathetic 
©his paternal grandfather on one’s father’s 
side, patrilineal 
-opposites maternal 
paternity ► noun fatherhood 
path ► noun Qa path down to the beach • foot 
path, pathway, footway, pavement, track, trail, 
trackway, bridleway, bndle path, lane, alley, al- 
leyway, passage, passageway, cycle path/track, 
N Amer sidewalk, bikeway Qjoumaiists blocked 
his path route, way, course, direction, bearing, 
line, orbit, trajectory ©the best path towards a 
settlement course of action, route, road, av- 
enue, line, approach, tack, strategy, tactic 
pathetic ► adjective O a pathetic groan pitiful, 
pitiable, piteous, moving, touching, poignant, 
plaintive, distressing, upsetting, heartbreaking, 
heart-rending, harrowing, wretched, forlorn 
© (informal) u pathetic excuse feeble, woeful, 
sorry, poor, pitiful, lamentable, deplorable, 
contemptible, inadequate paltry, insufficient, 
insubstantial, unsatisfactory 
pathfinder ► noun pioneer, ground-breaker, 
tiailblazer, trendsetter, leadei, torch-bearer, 
pacemaker 

pathological ►adjective Qa pathological condi- 
tion morbid, diseased © (informal) a pathological 
liar compulsive, obsessive, inveterate, habitual, 
persistent, chronic, hardened, confirmed 
pathos ► noun poignancy, tragedy, sadness, 
pitifulness, piteousness, pitiableness 
patience ►noun ©she tried everyone’s patience 
forbearance, tolerance, restraint, self-re- 
stiaint, stoicism, calmness, composure, equa- 
nimity, serenity, tranquillity, imperturbability, 
understanding, indulgence Qa task requiring 
patience perseverance, persistence, endurance, 
tenacity, assiduity, application, staying power, 
doggedness, determination, resolve, resolution, 
resoluteness, formal peitinacity 
patient ► adjective QI must ask you to be patient 
forbearing, uncomplaining, tolerant, lesigned, 
stoical, calm, composed, even-tempered, imper- 
turbable, unexcitable, accommodating, under- 
standing, indulgent, informal unflappable, cool 
Qa good deal df patient work persevering, per- 
sistent, tenacious, indefatigable, dogged, deter- 
mined, resolved, resolute, single-minded, formal 
pertinacious 

► noun a doctor's patient sick person, case, in- 
valid, convalescent, outpatient, inpatient 

patio ► noun terrace, courtyard, quadrangle, 
quad, N Amer sun deck 

patois ► noun vernacular, (local) dialect, re- 
gional language, jargon, argot, cant; informal 
(local) lingo 

patriarch ► noun senior figure, father, pater- 
familias, leader, elder 

patliclan ► noun the great patricians aristo- 
crat, grandee, noble, nobleman, noblewoman, 
lord, lady, peer, peeress 

► adjective patrician families : aristocratic, noble, 
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titled, blue-blooded, high-bom, upper-class, 
landowning, informal upper-crust; archaic gentle 

patrimony ► noun heritage, inheritance, 
birthright, legacy, bequest, endowment, be- 
queathal, Law, dated hereditament 

patriot ► noun nationalist, loyalist, chauvinist, 
jingoist, flag-waver 

patriotic ► adjective nationalist, nationalistic, 
loyalist, loyal, chauvinistic, jingoistic, flag- 
waving 

-opposites traitorous 

patriotism ► noun nationalism, patriotic sen- 
timent. allegiance/loyalty to one's country, 
chauvinism, jingoism, flag-waving 

patrol ► noun O anti-poaching patrols vigil, 
guard, watch, monitoring, policing, beat- 
pounding, patrolling, reconnoitre, surveillance, 
informal recce Qthe patrol stopped a suspect pa 
trolman, patrolwoman, sentinel, sentry, scout, 
scouting party, task force 

► vtrb a security guard was patrolling a housing es- 
tate keep guard (on), guard, keep watch (on), 
police, pound the beat (of), make the rounds 
(of), stand guard (over), keep a vigil (on), de- 
fend. safeguard 

patron ►noun Qa patron of the arts sponsor. 
backer, financier, benefactor, benefactress, con- 
tributor, subscriber, donoi, philanthropist, pro- 
moter, fnend. supporter, informal angel Qclub 
patrons customer, client, frequenter, con- 
sumer, user, visitor, guest, informal regular 

patronage ►noun O art patronage sponsor 
ship, backing, funding, financing, promotion, 
assistance, support 0 political patronage power 
of appointment, favountism, nepotism, prefer- 
ential treatment 0 a sltght note of patronage 
condescension, patronizing, patronization, dis- 
dain, disrespect, scorn, contempt Q thank you 
for your patronage custom, trade, business 

patronize ►verb Q don't patronize me I tre/vt 
condescendingly, condescend to, look down 
on. talk down to, put down, treat like a child, 
treat with disdain 0 they patronized local trades - 
men do business with, buy from, shop at, be a 
customer of, be a client of, deal with, trade 
with, frequent, support ©he patronized a na- 
tional museum sponsor, back, fund, finance, be 
a patron of, support, champion 

patronizing ►adjective condescending, dis- 
dainful, supercilious, superior, imperious, 
scornful, contemptuous, informal uppity, high 
and mighty 

patter 1 ►verb O raindrops pattered against the 
window go pitter-patter, tap, drum, beat, 
pound, rat-a-tat. go pit-a-pat, thrum. Qshe pat - 
tered across the floor, scurry, scuttle, skip, trip 

► noun the patter of rain: pitter-patter, tapping, 
pattering, drumming, beat, beating, pounding, 
rat-a-tat, pit-a-pat, clack, thrum, thrumming 

patter 1 ► noun O this witty patter prattle, prat- 
ing, blather, blither, drivel, chatter, jabber, 
babble; informal yabbering, yatter, archaic twad- 
dle Othe salesmen's patter (sales) pitch, sales 
talk; informal line © the local patter speech, lan- 
guage. parlance, dialect; informal lingo. 

► verb she pattered on incessantly prattle, prate, 
blather, blither, drivel, chatter, jabber, babble, 
informal yabber, yatter, Brit informal rabbit, witter. 


pattern ►noun ©the pattern on the wallpaper 
design, decoration, motif, marking, ornament, 
ornamentation See list Qa change in working 
patterns system, order, arrangement, form, 
method, structure, scheme, plan, format, 
framework. © this would set the pattern for a gen- 
eration model, example, criterion, standard, 
basis, point of reference, gauge, norm, yard- 
stick, touchstone, benchmark, blueprint, arche- 
type, prototype Q textile patterns sample, speci- 
men, swatch 

► verb someone else is patterning my life shape, in- 
fluence, model, fashion, mould, style, deter- 
mine, control 


Patterns 

See also shape. 


argyle 

check 

chequers 

clock 

dog-tooth 

Greek key 

houndstooth 


herringbone Prince of Wales 
microcheck check 
millefleurs shepherd’s plaid 

overcheck tartan 

paisley waffle 

plaid 

DOfka dot 


patterned ► adjective decorated, ornamented, 
fancy, adorned, embellished 
-opposites plain 

paucity ►noun scarcity, sparseness, sparsity, 
dearth, shortage, poverty, insufficiency, defi- 
ciency, lack, want, formal exiguity 
-opposites abundance 

paunch ►noun POT BELLY, beer belly, informal 
beer gut, pot, dated corporation 

pauper ►noun POOR person, indigent, down- 
and-out, informal have-not 

pause ► noun a pause in the conversation stop, 
cessation, break, halt, interruption, check, lull, 
respite, breathing space, discontinuation, hia- 
tus, gap, interlude; adjournment, suspension, 
rest, wait, hesitation, informal let-up. breather 

► verb Hannah paused for a moment stop, cease, 
halt, discontinue, break off, take a break, ad- 
journ, rest, wait, hesitate, falter, waver, informal 
take a breather 

pave ►verb the yard was paved tile, surface, 
flag 

■ pave the way for prepare (the way) for. 
make preparations for, get ready for, lay the 
foundations for, herald, precede 

pavemont ►noun footpath, walkway, foot- 
way, N Amer sidewalk. 

paw ► noun foot, forepaw, hind paw. 

► verb O t heir offspring were pawing each other, han 
dle roughly, pull, grab, maul, manhandle 
©some Casanova tried to paw her fondle, feel, 
maul, molest. Informal grope, feel up, touch up. 
goose. 

pawn 1 ►verb he pawned his watch, pledge, put 
in pawn, give as security, use as collateral, infor- 
mal hock, put m hock 

pawn 2 ► noun a pawn in the battle for the throne 
puppet, dupe, hostage, tool, cat’s paw, instru- 
ment. 

pay ► verb Of must pay him for his work: reward. 
reimburse, recompense, give payment to, re- 
munerate. ©you must pay a few more pounds’ 
spend, expend, pay out. dish out. disburse; /nfor- 
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mal lay out, shell out, fork out, cough up, N 
Amer informal ante up, pony up ©he paid his 
debts discharge, settle, pay off, clear, liquidate 
Qhard work will pay dividends yield, return, 
produce ©he made the buses pay be profitable, 
make money, make a profit © It may pay you to 
be early be advantageous to, benefit, be of ad- 
vantage to, be beneficial to. ©paying comply 
ments bestow, grant, give, offer Qhe will pay 
for his mistakes suffer (the consequences), be 
punished, atone, pay the penalty/price 

► noun equal pay for women salary, wages, pay- 
ment, earnings, remuneration, reimbursement, 
income, revenue; formal emolument(s) 

■ pay someone back/out get one s revenge 
on, be revenged on, avenge oneself on, get 
back at. get even with, settle accounts with, 
pay someone out, exact retribution on 

■ pay something back repay, pay off, give 
back, return, reimburse, refund 

■ pay for defray the cost of, settle up for, 
finance, fund, treat someone to, informal foot the 
bill for, shell out for, fork out for, cough up 
for, N Amer informal ante up for. pony up for 

■ pay someone off QTtm paid off the driver 
pay what one owes, discharge 0 paying off the 
police bribe, suborn, buy (off), informal grease 
someone’s palm 

■ pay something off pay (in full), settle, dis- 
charge. clear, liquidate 

■ pay off ( informal) meet with success, be suc- 
cessful. be effective, get results 

■ pay something out spend, expend, pay, 
dish out. put up. part with, hand over, informal 
shell out, fork out/up, lay out. cough up 

■ pay up make payment, settle up, pay (in full), 
informal cough up 

payable ► adjective due. owed, owing, out- 
standing, unpaid, overdue, in arrears, N Amer 
delinquent 

payment ► noun o discounts for early payment 
remiitance, settlement, discharge, clearance, li- 
quidation 0 monthly payments instalment pre- 
mium 0 extra payment for good performance sal 
ary, wages, pay, earnings, fee(s), remuneration, 
ieimbursement, income, formal emolument(s) 

pay-off ► noun ( informal) ©the lure of enormous 
pay-offs payment, payout, reward, bribe, in- 
ducement. ‘incentive’, N Amer payola, informal 
kickback, sweetener, backhander. Austral informal 
sling 0 a pay-off of £160,000 return (on invest 
ment), yield, payback, profit, gam, dividend 
0a dramatic pay-off outcome, denouement, 
culmination, conclusion, development, result 

pea ► noun See list at bean 

peace ► noun © can’t a man get any peace around 
here ? tranquillity, calm, restfulness, peace and 
quiet, peacefulness, quiet, quietness, privacy, 
solitude 0peace of mind serenity, peaceful- 
ness, tranquillity, equanimity, calm, calmness, 
composure, ease, contentment, contentedness, 
©we pray for peace: law and order, lawfulness, 
order, peacefulness, peaceableness, harmony, 
non-violence, formal concord ©a lasting peace • 
treaty, truce, ceasefire, armistice, cessation/ 
suspension of hostilities 
-opposites noise, war 

peaceable ► adjective ©a peaceable man 
peace-loving, non-violent, non-aggressive, 
easy-going, placid, gentle, inoffensive, good- 
natured, even-tempered, amiable, amicable, 


friendly, affable, genial, pacific, dovehke, 
dovish, formal iremc © a peaceable society peace 
ful, strife-free, harmonious, law-abiding, dis- 
ciplined, orderly, civilized 
-opposites aggressive 

peaceful ► adjective © everything was quiet and 
peaceful tranquil, calm, restful, quiet, still, re- 
laxing, soothing, undisturbed, untroubled, pri- 
vate. secluded 0his peaceful mood serene, 
calm, tranquil, composed, placid, at ease, un- 
troubled, unwomed. content Qpeaiejul rela- 
tions harmonious, at peace, peaceable, on good 
terms, amicable, friendly, cordial, non-violent 
-opposites noisy, agitated, hostile 

peacemaker ► noun arbitrator, arbiter, me- 
diator, negotiator, conciliator, go-between, 
intermediary, pacifier, appeaser, peace-monger, 
pacifist, peace-lover, dove, informal peacenik 

peak ►noun ©the peaks of the mountains sum 
mit, top, crest, pinnacle, apex, crown, cap 
©the highest peak mountain, hill, height, 
mount, alp, Scottish ben, Munro ©the peak of a 
cap brim, visor © the peak of his career height. 
high pomt/spot. pinnacle, summit, top, climax, 
culmination, apex, zenith, crowning point, 
acme, apogee, prime, heyday 

► verb Labour support has peaked reach its height, 
climax, reach a climax, come to a head 

► adjective peak loads maximum, top, greatest, high 
est, ultimate, best, optimum 

peaky ►adjective pale, pasty, wan, drained, 
washed out, drawn, pallid, anaemic, ashen, 
grey, pinched, sickly, sallow, ill. unwell, poor- 
ly, indisposed, run down, Bnt oil (colour), infor- 
mal under the weather, iough, lousy, seedy, Bnt 
informal grotty, ropy 

peal ►noun ©a peal of hells chime, carillon, 
nng. ringing, tintinnabulation ©peaLs of laugh- 
ter shriek, shout, scream, howl, gale, fit, roar, 
hoot ©a peal of thunder rumble, roar, boom, 
crash, clap, crack 

► verb ©the bell pealed ring (out), chime (out), 
clang, sound, ding, jingle ©the thunder pealed 
rumble, roar, boom, crash, resound 

peasant ►noun ©peasants working the land 
agricultural worker, small farmer, rustic, 
swam, villein, serf 0 (informal) you peasants' See 

BOOR 

peccadillo ►noun misdemeanour, petty of- 
fence, indiscretion, lapse, misdeed 
peck ►verb ©the cockerel pecked my heel bite, 
nip, strike, hit, tap, rap, jab ©he pecked her on 
the cheek kiss, give someone a peck © ( informal) 
the old lady pecked at her food nibble, pick at, 
take very small bites from, toy with, play with 
peculiar ►adjective © something peculiar began 
to happen strange, unusual, odd, funny, curi- 
ous, bizarre, weird, queer, unexpected, un- 
familiar, abnormal, atypical, anomalous, out of 
the ordinary, exceptional, extraordinary, re- 
markable, puzzling, mystifying, mysterious, 
perplexing, baffling, suspicious, eene, unnat- 
ural; informal fishy, creepy, spooky. 0 peculiar be- 
haviour bizarre, eccentric, strange, odd, weird, 
queer, funny, unusual, abnormal, idiosyncratic, 
unconventional, outlandish, quirky, informal 
wacky, freaky, oddball, offbeat, off the wall, N 
Amer informal wacko 0 (informal) I feel a bit pecu- 
liar See unwell © mannerisms peculiar to the is- 
landers' characteristic of, typical of, represen- 
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tative of. indicative of, suggestive of, exclusive 
to. Qthetr own peculiar contribution distinctive, 
characteristic, distinct, individual, special, 
unique, personal 
-opposites ordinary 

peculiarity ► noun Qu legal peculiarity, odd 
ity, anomaly, abnormality 0 a physical peculiar 
ity idiosyncrasy, mannerism, quirk, foible 
©one of the peculiarities of the city characters 
tic, feature, (essential) quality, property, trait, 
attribute, hallmark, trademark. © the peculiarity 
of this notion strangeness, oddness, bizarre- 
ness, weirdness, queemess, unexpectedness, 
unfamihanty, anomalousness, incongruity 
0 there is a certain peculiarity about her appear 
ance outlandishness, bizarreness, unconven- 
tionality, idiosyncrasy, weirdness, oddness, ec- 
centricity, unusualness, abnormality, queer- 
ness, strangeness, quirkiness, informal wackiness, 
freakiness. 

pecuniary ► adjective financial, monetary, 
money, fiscal, economic 

pedagogic ► adjective educational, educative, 
pedagogical, teaching, instructional, instruct- 
ive, didactic, academic, scholastic 
pedagogue ( formal) ► noun teacher, school- 
teacher. schoolmaster, schoolmistress, master, 
mistress, tutor, lecturer, academic, don, profes- 
sor, instructor, educator, educationalist, educa- 
tionist, Austral / NZ informal chalkie 
pedant ► noun dogmatist, punst, literalist. for- 
malist. doctrinaire, perfectionist, quibbler, 
hair-splitter, casuist, sophist, informal mt-picker. 
pedantic ► adjective over-scrupulous, scrupu- 
lous, precise, exact, perfectionist, punctilious, 
meticulous, fussy, fastidious, finical, finicky, 
dogmatic, punst, literalist, literalistic, formal- 
ist. casuistic, casuistical, sophistic, sophistical, 
captious, hair-splitting, quibbling, informal nit- 
picking, pernickety, archaic ovemice 
pedantry ►noun dogmatism, purism, literal- 
ism. formalism, over-scrupulousness, scrupu-^ 
lousness, perfectionism, fastidiousness, punc-’ 
tihousness, meticulousness, captiousness, quib- 
bling, hair-splitting, casuistry, sophistry, informal 
nit-picking 

peddle ► verb O they are peddling water filters 
sell (from door to door), hawk, tout, vend, 
trade (in), deal m, traffic in 0 peddling unortho- 
dox views advocate, champion, preach, put for- 
ward, proclaim, propound, promote 
pedestal ►noun a bust on a pedestal plinth, 
base, support, mounting, stand, foundation, 
pillar, column, pier; Architecture socle 
■ put someone on a pedestal idealize, lion- 
ize. look up to, respect, hold m high regard, 
think highly of, admire, esteem, revere, wor- 
ship 

pedestrian ►noun accidents involving pedes- 
trians’ walker, person on foot 
-opposites driver 

► adjective pedestrian lives, dull, bonng, tedious, 
monotonous, uneventful, unremarkable, tire- 
some, wearisome, uninspired, unimaginative, 
unexciting, uninteresting; unvarying, unvaried, 
repetitive, routine, commonplace, workaday, 
ordinary, everyday, run-of-the-mill, mundane, 
humdrum, informal bog-standard, (plain) vanilla; 
Bnt. informal common or garden. 

-opposites exciting. 


pedigree ► noun a long pedigree ancestry, des- 
cent, lineage, line (of descent), genealogy, fam- 
ily tree, extraction, derivation, ongin(s), heri- 
tage, parentage, bloodline, background, roots. 

► adjective a pedigree cat’ pure-bred, thorough- 
bred, pure-blooded 

pedlar ► noun Q pedlars of watches travelling 
salesman, door-to-door salesman, huckster, 
street trader, hawker, Bnt informal fly-pitcher; ar - 
chan, chapman, packman 0a drug pedlar traf 
ficker, dealer, informal pusher 

peek ►verb ©they peeked from behind the cur- 
tains (have a) peep, have a peek, spy, take a 
sly/stealthy look, sneak a look, informal take a 
gander, have a squint, Bnt informal have a dekko, 
have/take a butcher’s, take a shufti 0 the deer's 
antlers peeked out from the trees appear (slowly/ 
partly), show, come into view/sight, become 
visible, emerge, peep (out) 

► noun a peek at the map secret look, sly look, 
stealthy look, sneaky look, peep, glance, 
glimpse, humed/quick look, informal gander, 
squint, Bnt informal dekko, butcher’s, shufti 

peel ►verb Qpeel and core the fruit pare, skin, 
take the skin/nnd off, hull, shell, husk, shuck, 
technical decorticate 0 use a long knife to peel the 
veneer trim (off), peel off, pare, strip (off), 
shave (off), remove ©the wallpaper was peeling 
flake (off), peel off, come off in layers/stnps 

► noun orange peel rind, skin, covering, zest, hull, 
pod, integument, shuck 

■ keep one’s eyes peeled keep a (sharp) 
lookout, look out. keep one’s eyes open, keep 
watch, be watchful, be alert, be on the alert, 
be on the qui vive, be on guard, Bnt keep one’s 
eyes skinned 

■ peel something off ( Bnt informal) take off, 
strip off, remove 

peep 1 ►verb ©/ peeped through the keyhole look 
quickly, cast a brief look, take a secret look, 
sneak a look, (have a) peek, glance, mfonnal take 
a gander, have a squint, Bnt informal have a 
dekko, have/take a butcher’s, take a shufti 
0 the moon peeped through the clouds appear 
(slowly/partly), show, come into view/sight, 
become visible, emerge, peek, peer out 

► noun I’ll just take a peep at it' quick look, brief 
look, sneaky look, peek, glance, informal gander, 
squint, Bnt informal dekko, butcher’s, shufti 

peep 2 ► noun ©I heard a quiet peep cheep, 
chirp, chirrup, tweet, twitter, chirr, warble 
0 there’s been not a peep out of the children 
sound, noise, cry, word © the painting was sold 
without a peep 1 complaint, grumble, mutter, 
murmur, grouse, objection, protest, protest- 
ation, informal moan, gripe, grouch 

► verb the fax peeped cheep, chirp, chirrup, tweet, 
twitter, chirr 

peephole ► noun opening, gap, cleft, spyhole, 
slit, crack, chink, keyhole, squint, judas (hole) 

peer 1 ►verb he peered at the manuscript, look 
closely, tiy to see, narrow one’s eyes, screw 
up one’s eyes, squint 

peer 2 ►noun Qhereditary peers' aristocrat, 
lord, lady, peer of the realm, peeress, noble, 
nobleman, noblewoman, titled man/woman, 
patncian. ©his academic peers: equal, coequal, 
fellow, confrere; contemporary; formal compeer. 
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peerage ► noun aristocracy, nobility, peers 
and peeresses, lords and ladies, patriciate; the 
House of Lords, the Lords 

peerless ► adjective incomparable, matchless, 
unrivalled, inimitable, beyond compare/com- 
parison. unparalleled, unequalled, without 
equal, second to none, unsurpassed, unsurpass- 
able, nonpareil, unique, consummate, perfect, 
rare, transcendent, surpassing, formal unexam- 
pled 

peeve ►verb ( informal) irritate, annoy, vex, 
anger, exasperate, irk. gall, pique, nettle, put 
out. get on someone’s nerves, try someone's 
patience, ruffle someone’s feathers, Bnt rub up 
the wrong way, informal aggravate, rile, needle, 
get to, bug, hack off, get someone’s goat, get/ 
put someone’s back up, get up someone’s nose, 
give someone the hump, Bnt informal wind up, 
get on someone’s wick, N Amer mfonnal tee off, 
tick off 

peeved ► adjective ( informal) irritated, annoyed, 
cross, angiy, vexed, displeased, disgruntled, in- 
dignant, exasperated, galled, irked, put out, ag- 
grieved. offended, affronted, piqued, nettled, in 
high dudgeon, informal aggiavated , miffed, liled, 
hacked off, browned off, Bnt informal narked, 
cheesed off. brassed off. N Amer informal teed 
off, ticked off. sore 

peevish ►adjective irritable, fractious, fretful . 
cross, petulant, querulous, pettish, crabby, 
crotchety, cantankerous, curmudgeonly, sullen, 
grumpy, bad-tempered, short-tempered, testy, 
touchy, tetchy, snappish, irascible, waspish, 
prickly, crusty, dyspeptic, splenetic, choleric, N 
English mardy, Bnt informal ratty, like a bear with 
a sore head, N Amer informal cranky, ornery 
-opposites good-humoured 

P*fl ► noun pin, nail, dowel, skewer, spike, rivet, 
brad, screw, bolt, hook, spigot, Mountameenng 
piton. Golf tee 

► verb Qthe flysheet is pegged to the ground fix, 
pin, attach, fasten, secure, make fast ©we de- 
cided to peg our prices hold down, keep down, 
fix, set. hold, freeze 

■ peg away ( informal ) work hard, slog away, 
plod away, hammer away, grind away, slave 
away, exert oneself, persevere, persist, keep at 
it. informal beaver away, plug away, stick at it, 
soldier on, Bnt informal graft away 

■ take someone down a peg or two humble, 
humiliate, mortify, bring down, shame, embar- 
rass, abash, put someone in their place, chas- 
ten, subdue, squash, deflate, make someone 
eat humble pie, informal show up, settle 
someone’s hash, cut down to size, N Amer infor- 
mal make someone eat crow 

pejorative ► adjective disparaging, deroga- 
toiy, demgratoiy, deprecatory, defamatory, 
slanderous, libellous, abusive, insulting, slight- 
ing. informal bitchy 
-opposites complimentary 

pellet ► noun O a P*lkt of mud little ball, lit- 
tle piece, ©pellet wounds, bullet, shot, lead 
shot, buckshot. Q rabbit pellets excrement, ex- 
creta, droppings, faeces, dung. 

pell-mell ► adverb Q men streamed pell-mell from 
the building- helter-skelter, headlong, (at) full 
tilt, hotfoot, post-haste, hurriedly, hastily, reck- 
lessly, precipitately; archaic hurry-scurry, ©the 
sacks' contents were thrown peU-meU to the ground. 


untidily, anyhow, in disarray, in a mess, in a 
muddle, informal all over the place, every which 
way, any old how, Bnt informal all over the shop, 
N Amer informal all over the map. all over the 
lot 

pellucid ► adjective O the pellucid waters trans 
lucent, transparent, clear, crystal clear, crystal- 
line, glassy, limpid, unclouded © pellucid prose 
lucid, limpid, clear, crystal clear, articulate, co- 
herent. comprehensible, understandable, intel- 
ligible, straightforward, simple, well construct- 
ed, formal perspicuous 

pelt 1 ► verb 0 they pelted him with snowballs bom 
bard, shower, attack, assail, pepper Qrain was 
pelting down pour down, teem down, stream 
down, tip down, rain cats and dogs, rain hard, 
Bnt informal bucket down, come down in stair 
rods © (informal) they pelted into the factory dash, 
run, race, rush, spnnt. bolt, dart, career, 
charge, shoot, hurtle, hare, fly. speed, zoom, 
streak, hasten, hurry, informal tear, belt, hotfoot 
it, scoot, leg it, go like a bat out of hell, Bnt in- 
formal bomb, N Amer informal hightail it 

pelt 2 ► noun an animal's pelt skin, hide, fleece, 
coat, fur, archaic fell 

pen 1 ► noun you'll need a pen and paper fountain 
pen, ballpoint (pen), rollerball, fibie tip (pen), 
felt tip (pen), highlighter, marker pen, Bnt trade- 
mark biro 

► verb he penned a number of articles write, com- 
pose. draff, dash off, wnte down, jot down, set 
down, take down, scribble 

pen 2 ► noun a sheep pen enclosure, fold, sheep- 
fold, pound, compound, stockade, sty, coop. N 
Amer corral 

► verb the hostages had been penned up in a basement 
confine, coop (up), cage, shut in, box up/m, 
lock up/in, trap, imprison, incarcerate, im- 
mure 

penal ►adjective ©a penal institution disciplin 
ary, punitive, corrective, correctional © penal 
rates of interest exorbitant, extortionate, exces- 
sive, outrageous, preposterous, unreasonable, 
inflated, sky-high 

penalize ►verb Q if you break the rules you will 
be penalized punish, discipline, inflict a penalty 
on © people with certain medical positions would be 
penalized handicap, disadvantage, put at a dis- 
advantage. cause to suffer 
-opposites reward 

penalty ► noun Q increased penalties for dumping 
oil at sea punishment, sanction, punitive action, 
retribution, fine, forfeit, sentence, penance, for- 
mal mulct ©t he penalties of old age disadvan 
tage, difficulty, drawback, handicap, downside, 
minus, tnal, tribulation, bane, affliction, bur- 
den, trouble 
-opposites reward 

penance ►noun atonement, expiation, self- 
punishment, self-mortification, self-abasement, 
amends, punishment, penalty 

penchant ► noun liking, fondness, preference, 
taste, relish, appetite, partiality, soft spot, love, 
passion, desire, fancy, whim, weakness, inclin- 
ation, bent, bias, proclivity, predilection, pre- 
disposition 

pencil ►noun © a sharpened penal: lead pencil, 
propelling pencil, ©a pencil of light, beam, ray, 
shaft, finger, gleam. 

► vtrb Qhe pencilled his name inside the cover 
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write, write down, jot down, scribble, note, 
take down © pencil a line along the top of the 
moulding draw, trace, sketch 

pendant ► noun necklace, locket, medallion 

pendent ► adjective hanging, suspended, dam 
gling. pendulous, pensile, pendant, drooping, 
droopy, trailing 

pending ►adjective O nine cases were still pend- 
ing unresolved, undecided, unsettled, await- 
ing decision/action, undetermined, open, hang- 
ing fire, (up) in the air, ongoing, outstanding, 
not done, unfinished, incomplete, informal on 
the back burner ©with a general election pend- 
ing imminent, impending, about to happen, 
forthcoming, upcoming, on the way, coming, 
approaching, looming, gathering, near, near 
mg, close, close at hand, in the offing, to come 
► preposition they were released on bail pending an ap- 
peal awaiting, until, till, until there ls/are 

pendulous ►adjective drooping, dangling, 
trailing, droopy, sagging, saggy, floppy, hang- 
ing, pendent, pensile 

penetrable ►adjective Oa penetrable subsoil 
permeable, pervious, porous © books which are 
barely penetrable to anyone under 50 understand 
able, fathomable, comprehensible, intelligible 

penetrate ► verb O the knife penetrated his 
lungs • pierce, puncture, make a hole in, perfor- 
ate, stab. pnek. gore, spike ©they penetrated 
the enemy territory infiltrate, slip into, sneak 
into, insinuate oneself into Qfear penetrated 
her bones permeate, pervade, fill, spread 
throughout, suffuse, seep through ©he seemed 
to have penetrated the mysteries of nature under 
stand, comprehend, apprehend, fathom, grasp, 
perceive, discern, get to the bottom of. solve, 
resolve, make sense of, interpret, puzzle out. 
work out. unravel, decipher, make head or tail 
of, informal crack, get. figure out. Bnt informal suss 
out Qhis words finally penetrated register, sink 
m, be understood, be comprehended, become, 
clear, fall into place; informal click. 

penetrating ►adjective ©a penetrating wind 
piercing, cutting, biting, stinging, keen, sharp, 
harsh, raw, freezing, chill, wintry, cold ©a 
penetrating voice shrill, stndent, piercing, 
carrying, loud, high, high-pitched, piping, ear- 
splittmg, screechy, intrusive ©a penetrating 
smell pungent, pervasive, strong, powerful, 
sharp, acrid; heady, aromatic © her penetrating 
gaze observant, searching, intent, alert, 
shrewd, perceptive, probing, piercing, sharp, 
keen ©a penetrating analysis perceptive, in- 
sightful, keen, sharp, sharp-witted, intelligent, 
clever, smart, incisive, piercing, razor-edged, 
trenchant, astute, shrewd, clear, acute, percipi- 
ent, perspicacious, discerning, sensitive, 
thoughtful, deep, profound 
-opposites mild, soft 

penetration ►noun ©skin penetration by in- 
fective larvae * perforation, piercing, puncturing, 
puncture, stabbing, pricking © remarks of great 
penetration insight, discernment, perception, 
perceptiveness, intelligence, sharp-wittedness, 
cleverness, incisiveness, keenness, sharpness, 
trenchancy, astuteness, shrewdness, acuteness, 
clarity, acuity, perdpience, perspicacity, dis- 
crimination, sensitivity, thoughtfulness, pro- 
fundity, formal perspicuity 


peninsula ►noun cape, promontory, point, 
head, headland, foreland, ness, horn, bill, bluff', 
mull 

penitence ►noun repentance, contrition, re- 
gret, remorse, remorsefulness, ruefulness, sor- 
row, sorrowfulness, pangs of conscience, self- 
reproach, shame, guilt, compunction, archaic 
rue 

penitent ►adjective repentant, contrite, re- 
morseful, sorry, apologetic, regretful, con- 
science-stricken, rueful, ashamed, shamefaced, 
abject, in sackcloth and ashes 
-opposites unrepentant 

pen name ► noun pseudonym, nom de plume, 
assumed name, alias, professional name See list 
at PSEUDONYM 

pennant ►noun flag, standard, ensign, col- 
ours), banner, banderole, guidon, Bnt pendant. 
Nautical burgee 

penniless ► adjective destitute, poverty- 
stricken. impovenshed, poor, indigent, impecu- 
nious, m penury, moneyless, without a sou. ne- 
cessitous, needy, on one’s beam-ends, bank- 
rupt, insolvent, Bnt on the breadline, without a 
penny (to one’s name), informal (flat) broke, 
cleaned out. strapped for cash, on one’s up- 
pers. without a brass farthing, bust, Bnt mfomial 
stony broke, skint, N Amer informal stone broke, 
formal penurious 
-opposites wealthy 

penny 

■ a pretty penny ( informal) a lot of money, 
millions, billions, a king’s ransom, informal a 
(small) fortune, lots/pots/heaps of money, a 
mint, a killing, a bundle, a packet, a tidy sum, 
big money, telephone numbers, an arm and a 
leg, Bnt informal a bomb, loadsamoney, N Amer 
informal big bucks. Austral mfomial big bickies, 
motser, motza 

■ two/ten a penny (informal) numerous, abun- 
dant, thick on the ground, plentiful, in large 
numbers, by the yard, very common, ubiqui- 
tous. N Amer informal a dime a dozen 

penny-plncher ►noun miser. Scrooge, nig- 
gard, informal skinflint, meame, money-grubber, 
cheapskate, N Amer informal tightwad 
-opposites spendthrift 

penny-pinching ►adjective mean, miserly, 
niggardly, parsimonious, close-fisted, cheese- 
paring, grasping, Scrooge-like, informal stingy, 
mingy, tight, tight-fisted, money-grubbing, for- 
mal penurious, archaic near 
-opposites generous 

pension ►noun old-age pension, retirement 
pension, regular payment, superannuation, al- 
lowance, benefit, support, welfare 

pensioner ►noun retired person, old-age 
pensioner, OAP, senior citizen; N Amer senior, 
retiree 

pensive ► adjective thoughtful, reflective, con' 
templative, musing, meditative, introspective, 
ruminative, absorbed, preoccupied, deep/lost 
in thought, m a brown study, brooding, formal 
cogitative. 

pent-up ► adjective repressed, suppressed, 
stifled, smothered, restrained, confined, bottled 
up, held in/back, kept in check, curbed, 
bridled. 
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Peoples 

Europe 

Adyghe/Adygei 

Alsatians 

Andalusians 

Angevins 

Apulians 

Aragonese 

Armorteans 

Ashkenazim 

Asturians 

Athenians 

Avars 

Azens 

Basques 

Bavarians 

Bessarabians 

Bohemians 

Bretons 

Bulgars 

Burgundians 

Calabrians 

Cantabrians 

Castilians 

Catalans 

Caucasians 

Celts 

Chechens 

Cheremis 

Chuvash 

Circassians 

Cornish 

Corsicans 

Cossacks 

Cretans 

English 

Faeroese 

Flemings 

Frisians 

Friulians 

Gaels 

Gagauz 

Galicians 

Gascons 

Ghegs 

Gypsies 


Helvetians 

Herzegovinians 

Hibernians 

Iberians 

Ingush 

KabardJans 

Karachay 

Karelians 

Kashublans 

Khanty 

Komi 

Lapps 

Livonians 

Lusatlans 

Magyars 

Manx 

Marl 

Mlngrellans 

Moravians 

Mordvins 

Navarrese 

Neapolitans 

Orcadians 

Ossetes/ 

Ossetians 

Picards 

Piedmontese 

Poitevlns 

Provencals 

Prussians 

Rhinelanders 

Ruthenians 

Saarlanders 

Sardinians 

Savoyards 

Saxons 

Scandinavians 

Scots 

Sephardim 

Shetlanders 

Sicilians 

Silesians 

Slavs 

Sorbs 

Styrians 


Swabians 

Thuringians 

Tosks 

Transylvaniani 

Tuscans 

Tyroleans 

Udmurts 

Umbrians 

Venetians 

Viennese 

Vlachs 

Wallachians 

Walloons 

Welsh 

Wends 

Westphalians 

Asia 

Abkhaz 

Achlnese 

Adlvasl 

Ainu 

Annamese 

Arabs 

Assamese 

Balinese 

Baluchis 

Bashkirs 

Batak 

Bedouin 

Bengalis 

Bhfls/Bheels 

Biharls 

Bikol 

Brahui 

Buryats 

Cham 

Chamorros 

Chins 

Chukchi/ 

Chukchee 

Dards 

Dargva 

Dayak/Dyak 

Dravidians 


Dusuns 

Even 

Evenki 

Goanese 

Gond 

Gujaratis 

Gurkhas 

Hakkas 

Hlligaynon 

Hmong 

Jat 

Javanese 

Iban 

ibanag 

llocano 

Kachlns 

Kafirs 

Kalmyk/ 

Kalmuck 

Kanarese 

Karakalpaks 

Karens 

Kashmiris 

Kayan 

Kenyah 

Khalkhas 

Khmers 

Kuki 

Kurds 

Lahu 

Lao 

Lepchas 
Lusha i 

Maharashtrians 

Malays 

Malayans 

Manchus 

Marathas 

Marsh Arabs 

Miao/Meo 

Mizo 

Moluccans 

Mon 

Munda 

Mundarl 


Nagas 

Nenets 

Nkobarese 

Ostyaks 

Palaung 

Pathans 

Punan 

Punjabis 

Rajasthanis 

Samals 

Samoyeds 

Senoi 

Shan 

Sherpas 

Slndhis 

Sinhalese 

Sumatrans 

Sundanese 

Tagalogs 

Talalngs 

Tamang 

Tamils 

Tatars 

Tefugu 

Uighurs/Uigurs 

Veddas 

Wa 

Waziris 

Yakuts 

Yao 

Australasia 
and Oceania 

Aborigines 

Anangu 

Aranda/ 

Arunta/ 

Arremte 

Motu 

Kamllaroi 

Kumal 

Maoris 

Marquesans 

Melanesians 

Mlcronesians 


Motu 

Negritos 

Plntupi 

Polynesians 

Wariplri 

Eskimo 

Aleut 

Inuit 

Inuplaq 

Yupik 

South and 

Central 

America 

Araucanians 

Arawaks 

Aymara 

Caribs 

Guarani 

Incas 

Jivaro 

Kuna 

Lengua 

Mapuche 

Miskito 

Nahuati 

Quechua 

Quiche 

TJcuna 

Tupl 

Yanomami 

Africa 

See Africa. 

North 

America, 

including 

Mexico 

See North 

American 

Indian. 


penurious ► adjective ( formal) Qa penurious stu> 
dent poor, as poor as a church mouse, 
poverty-stricken, destitute, necessitous, impe- 
cunious, impoverished, indigent, needy, in 
need/ want, badly off, in reduced/straitened cir- 
cumstances. hard up. on one’s beam-ends, un- 
able to make ends meet, penniless, without a 
sou, Bnt on the breadline, without a penny (to 
one’s name), informal (flat) broke, strapped for 
cash, on one’s uppers, Bnt informal stony broke, 
skint, without a brass farthing, in Queer Street. 
N Amer informal stone broke 0 a penurious old 
skinflint: mean, miserly, niggardly, parsimoni- 
ous, penny-pinching, close-fisted, cheese- 
paring, Scrooge-like, informal stingy, mingy, 
tight, tight-fisted, money-grubbing; archaic near 
—opposites wealthy, generous. 

penury ► noun extreme poverty, destitution, 
pennilessness, unpecuniousness, impoverish- 
ment, indigence, pauperism, privation, beg- 
gary 

people ► noun O crowds of people' human be- 
inos, persons, individuals, humans, mortals, 


(living) souls, personages, {men, women, and 
children), informal folk, peeps 0the British 
people ■ citizens, subjects, electors, voters, tax- 
payers, residents, inhabitants, (general) public, 
citizenry, nation, population, populace See list 
0 a man of the people' the common people, the 
proletariat, the masses, the populace, the rank 
and file, the commonality, the commonalty, 
the third estate, the plebeians, derogatory the hoi 
polloi. the common herd, the great unwashed, 
the proles, the plebs. ©her people don’t live far 
away family, parents, relatives, relations, folk, 
kinsmen, kinswomen, kin. kith and km. kins- 
folk, flesh and blood, nearest and dearest, infor- 
mal folks, ©the peoples of Africa: race, (ethnic) 
group, tnbe. clan. 

► verb the Indians who once peopled Newfoundland 
populate, settle (in), colonize, inhabit, live m. 
occupy, formal reside m, be domiciled m, dwell 
m. 

pep (informal) ►noun a performance JuU of pep 
dynamism, life, energy, spirit, liveliness, amhia- 
tion, bounce, sparkle, effervescence, verve, 
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spintedness, ebullience, high spirits, enthusi- 
asm, vitality, vivacity, fire, dash, panache, elan, 
zest, exuberance, vigour, gusto, brio, informal 
feistiness, get-up-and-go, oomph, pizzazz, vim 
■ pep something up enliven, animate, liven 
up. put some/new life into, invigorate, vitalize, 
revitalize, vivify, ginger up, energize, galvan- 
ize, put some spark into, stimulate, get some- 
thing going, perk up, brighten up, cheer up, /n- 
formal buck up 

pepper ► verb ©salt and pepper the potatoes 
add pepper to, season, flavour ©stars peppered 
the desert skies’ sprinkle, fleck, dot, spot, stip- 
ple. cover, fill 0 another burst of bullets peppered 
the tank: bombard, pelt, shower, rain down on, 
attack, assail, batter, strafe, rake, blitz, hit 

peppery ► adjective Qa peppery sauce, spicy, 
spiced, peppered, hot. highly seasoned, pi- 
quant, pungent, sharp ©a peppery old man' ir- 
ritable, cantankerous, irascible, bad-tempered, 
ill-tempered, grumpy, grouchy, crotchety, 
short-tempered, tetchy, testy, crusty, crabby, 
curmudgeonly, peevish, cross, fractious, pet- 
tish, pnckly. waspish, informal snappish, snappy, 
chippy, N Amer informal cranky, ornery 
-opposites mild, bland, affable 

perceive ►verb Of immediately perceived the 
flaws in her story discern, recognize, become 
aware of. see, distinguish, realize, grasp, under- 
stand. take in. make out, find, identify, hit on. 
comprehend, apprehend, appreciate, sense, div- 
ine. informal figure out. Bnt informal twig, formal be- 
come cognizant of ©he perceived a flush creeping 
up her neck see, discern, detect, catch sight of, 
spot, observe, notice ©he was perceived as too 
negative regard, look on, view, consider, think 
of, judge, deem, adjudge 

perceptible ►adjective noticeable, perceiv- 
able, detectable, discernible, visible, observ- 
able, recognizable, appreciable, obvious, appar- 
ent. evident, manifest, patent, clear, distinct, 
plain, conspicuous 

perception ► noun ©our perception of our own 
limitations’ recognition, awareness, conscious- 
ness, appreciation, realization, knowledge, 
grasp, understanding, comprehension, appre- 
hension; formal cognizance © popular perceptions 
of old age impression, idea, conception, notion, 
thought, belief, judgement, estimation ©he 
talks with great perception insight, perceptive- 
ness, percipience, perspicacity, understanding, 
sharpness, sharp-wittedness, intelligence, intu- 
ition, cleverness, incisiveness, trenchancy, as- 
tuteness. shrewdness, acuteness, acuity, dis- 
cernment, sensitivity, penetration, thoughtful- 
ness. profundity, formal perspicuity. 

perceptive ►adjective insightful, discerning, 
sensitive, intuitive, observant, piercing, pene- 
trating, percipient, perspicacious, penetrative, 
clear-sighted, far-sighted, intelligent, clever, 
canny, keen, sharp, sharp-witted, astute, 
shrewd, quick, smart, acute, discriminating; /n- 
formal on the ball, N Amer informal heads-up. 
-opposites obtuse 

perch ►noun the budgerigar's perch pole, rod. 
branch, roost, rest, resting place 

► varb © three swallows perched on the telegraph 
wire: roost, sit, rest; alight, settle, land, come 
to rest, ©she perched her glasses on her nose: put, 
place, set. rest, balance, ©the church is perched 


on a hill be located, be situated, be positioned, 
be sited, stand 

perchance ►adverb (poetic/ literary) maybe, per- 
haps, possibly, for all one knows, it could be, 
it’s possible, conceivably; N English happen, 
poetic /literary peradventure 
percipient ► adjective. See perceptive 
percolate ►verb ©water percolated through the 
soil filter, dram, dnp, ooze, seep, tnckle, drib- 
ble, leak, leach ©these views began to percolate 
through society as a whole spread, be dissemin- 
ated, filter, pass, permeate, pervade ©he put 
some coffee on to percolate brew, informal perk 
percussion ► noun. See list. 


Percussion Instruments 


agogo 

drum 

slit drum 

angel chimes 

frame drum 

snare drum 

anvil 

glockenspiel 

stamping tube 

balafon 

gong 

steel drum 

banana 

gong chimes 

tabla 

drum 

goombay 

tabor 

barrel drum 

handbell 

taiko 

bass drum 

hl-hat 

tambour 

bells 

cymbals 

tambourine 

bhaya 

(dlophone 

tam-tam 

bodhrim 

Jew's harp 

tassa drum 

bongos 

kettledrum 

tenor drum 

castanets 

kick drum 

temple block 

celesta 

llthophone 

thumb piano 

changko 

maracas 

timbales 

chengcheng 

mblla 

timpani 

chime bar 

mridangam 

tom-tom 

Chinese 

piano 

triangle 

block 

rattle 

tubular bells 

clappers 

rommeipot 

Turkish crescent 

claves 

rototom 

vibraphone 

conga drum 

saron 

vlbraslap 

cowbell 

scraper 

washboard 

crotales 

sekere 

whip 

cylindrical 

shaker 

wobble-board 

drums 

side drum 

wood block 

cymbals 

slstrum 

xylophone 

dhol 

sleigh bells 

xyiorlmba 


perdition ►noun damnation, eternal punish- 
ment, hell, hellfire, doom 
peregrinations ►plural noun (archaic) tra- 
vels, wanderings, journeys, globetrotting, voy- 
ages, expeditions, odysseys, trips, treks, excur- 
sions. formal perambulations, 
peremptory ►adjective ©a peremptory reply 
brusque, impenous, high-handed, bnsk. ab- 
rupt, summary, commanding, dictatorial, auto- 
cratic, overbearing, dogmatic, arrogant, over- 
weening, lordly, magisterial, authoritarian, em- 
phatic, firm, insistent, informal bossy ©a per- 
emptory order of the court, irreversible, binding, 
absolute, final, conclusive, decisive, definitive, 
categorical, irrefutable, incontrovertible; Law 
unappealable 

perennial ► adjective abiding, enduring, last- 
ing, everlasting, perpetual, eternal, continuing, 
unending, unceasing, never-ending, endless, 
undying, ceaseless, persisting, permanent, con- 
stant, continual, unfailing, unchanging, never- 
changing. 

perfect ►adjective ©she strove to be the perfect 
wife: ideal, model, without fault, faultless, flaw- 
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less, consummate, quintessential, exemplary, 
best, ultimate, copybook, unnvalled, un- 
equalled, matchless, unparalleled, beyond com- 
pare, without equal, second to none, too good 
to be true, Utopian, incomparable, nonpareil, 
peerless, inimitable, unexcelled, unsurpassed, 
unsurpassable ©on E-type Jaguar in perfect con- 
dition flawless, mint, as good as new, pris- 
tine, impeccable, immaculate, superb, superla- 
tive, optimum, pnme, optimal, peak, excellent, 
faultless, as sound as a bell, unspoiled, unblem- 
ished, undamaged, spotless, unmarred, informal 
tip-top, A1 ©a perfect copy exact, precise, ac- 
curate. faithful, correct, unerring, nght, true, 
strict, Bnt informal spot on, N Amer informal on the 
money O the perfect Christmas present for golfers 
everywhere ideal, just nght. nght, appropnate, 
fitting, fit. suitable, apt, made to order, tailor- 
made, very, Bnt informal spot on, just the job 
©she felt a perfect idiot absolute, complete, 
total, real, out-and-out, thorough, thorough- 
going, downnght, utter, sheer, arrant, unmiti- 
gated. unqualified, ventable, in every respect, 
unalloyed. Bnt informal right, Austral /NZ informal 
fair 

► verb he's busy perfecting his bowling technique im 
prove, better, polish (up), hone, refine, put the 
finishing/final touches to. brush up, fine-tune 

perfection ► noun Q the perfection of his tech- 
nique improvement, betterment, refinement, re- 
fining. honing ©/or her, he was still perfection 
the ideal, a paragon, the ne plus ultra, the 
beau ideal, a nonpareil, the creme de la cr£me, 
the last word, the ultimate, informal one in a 
million, the tops, the best/greatest thing since 
sliced bread, the bee’s knees, archaic a nonsuch 

perfectionist ► noun purist, stickler for per- 
fection, idealist, pedant, archaic precisian 

perfectly ► adverb © a perfectly cooked meal su 
perbly, superlatively, excellently, flawlessly, 
faultlessly, to perfection, without fault, ideally, 
inimitably, incomparably, impeccably, immacu- 
lately, exquisitely, consummately, N Amer to a 
fare-thee-well, informal like a dream, to a T ©J 
think we understand each other perfectly absolute 
ly, utterly, completely, altogether, entirely, 
wholly, totally, thoroughly, fully, in every re- 
spect ©you know perfectly well that is not what I 
meant very, quite, full, informal damn, damned, 
Bnt informal jolly, bloody, N Amer informal darned, 
N English nght 

perfidious * adjective {poetic I literary) treacher 
ous, duplicitous, deceitful, disloyal, faithless, 
unfaithful, traitorous, treasonous, false, false- 
hearted. double-dealing, two-faced, untrust- 
worthy 

-opposites faithful 

perfidy ►noun (poetic/literary ) treachery, dupli- 
city, deceit, deceitfulness, disloyalty, infidelity, 
faithlessness, unfaithfulness, betrayal, treason, 
double-dealing, untrustworthiness, breach of 
trust, poetic {literary perfidiousness 

perforate ► verb pierce, penetrate, enter, 
puncture, prick, bore through, riddle. 

perforce ► adverb ( formal) necessarily, of ne- 
cessity. inevitably, unavoidably, by force of cir- 
cumstances, needs must, informal like it or not, 
formal nolens volens 

perform ►varb QI have my duties to perform 
carry out, do, execute, discharge, bnng about, 


bnng off, accomphsh, achieve, fulfil, complete, 
conduct, effect, dispatch, work, implement; in- 
formal pull off, formal effectuate, archaic acquit 
oneself of ©a car which performs well at low 
speeds function, work, operate, run, go, re- 
spond, behave, act, acquit oneself/itself ©the 
play has been performed in Britain stage, put on. 
present, mount, enact, act, produce Qthe band 
performed live in Hyde Park appear, play, be on 
stage 

-opposites neglect 

porformanco ► noun O the evening perform- 
ance show, production, showing, presentation, 
staging, concert, recital, But house, informal gig 
© their performance of Mozart's concerto in E flat 
rendition, rendering, interpretation, playing, 
acting, iepresentation ©the continual perform- 
ance of a single task carrying out, execution, 
discharge, accomplishment, completion, fulfil- 
ment, dispatch, implementation, formal effectu- 
ation ©the performance of the processor func 
tioning, working, operation, running, behav- 
iour, capabilities, capability, capacity, power, 
potential © ( informal) he made a great performance 
of telling her about it fuss, production, palaver, 
scene, NZ bobsy-die, informal song and dance, to- 
do. hoo-ha, business, pantomime 
performer ► noun entertainer, artiste, artist 
See lists at entertainer, player, singer For indi- 
vidual people, see lists at ballet, conductor, in 

STRUMENTAUST, JAZZ, OPERA 

perfume ► noun o a bottle of perfume scent, 
fragrance, eau de toilette, toilet water, eau de 
cologne, cologne, aftershave ©the heady per- 
fume of lilacs smell, scent, fragrance, aroma, 
bouquet, redolence 

perfumed ► adjective sweet-smelling, scented. 

fragrant, fragranced, perfumy, aromatic 
perfunctory ►adjective cursory, desultoiy, 
quick, brief, hasty, hurried, rapid, fleeting, 
token, casual, superficial, careless, half-hearted, 
sketchy, mechanical, automatic, routine, off- 
hand, inattentive 
-opposites careful, thorough 
perhaps ►adverb maybe, for all one knows, it 
could be, it may be, it’s possible, possibly, con- 
ceivably, N English happen, poetic/literary perad- 
venture, perchance 

peril ► noun danger, jeopardy, risk, hazard, in- 
security, uncertainty, menace, threat, penlous- 
ness, pitfall, problem 

perilous ►adjective dangerous, fraught with 
danger, hazardous, risky, unsafe, treacherous, 
precarious, vulnerable, uncertain, insecure, ex- 
posed, at nsk. m jeopardy, in danger, touch- 
and-go, informal dicey 
-opposites safe 

perimeter ► noun O the perimeter of a circle 
circumference, outside, outer edge. Qthe per- 
imeter of the vast estate boundary, border, 
limits, bounds, confines, edge, margin, 
fhnge(s), periphery, borderline, verge, poetic/ 
literary bourn, marge 

period ►noun Oa six-week period time, spell, 
interval, stretch, term, span, phase, bout, run. 
duration, chapter, stage, while, Bnt informal 
patch, ©the post-war period: era, age, epoch, 
time, days, years. Geology aeon See list at age 
© a double Maths period lesson, class, session 
©women who suffer from painful periods: men- 
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struation, menstrual flow, informal the curse, 
monthlies, time of the month, technical menses 
Q(N Amer) a comma instead of a period full 
stop, full point, point, stop 

periodic ► adjective regular, periodical, at 
fixed intervals, recurrent, recurring, repeated, 
cyclical, cyclic, seasonal, occasional, infrequent, 
intermittent, sporadic, spasmodic, odd 

periodical ► noun he wrote for two periodicals 
journal, publication, magazine, newspaper, 
paper, review, digest, gazette, newsletter, 
organ, quarterly, informal mag. book, glossy 
► adjective the island has periodical earthquakes See 

PERIODIC 

peripatetic ► adjective nomadic, itinerant, 
travelling, wandering, roving, roaming, mi- 
grant, migratory, unsettled 

peripheral ► adjective o the city's peripheral 
housing estates' outlying, outer, on the edge/ 
outskirts, surrounding ©peripheral Issues sec 
ondary, subsidiary, incidental, tangential, mar- 
ginal, minor, unimportant, lesser, inessential, 
non-essential, immaterial, ancillary 
-opposites central 

periphery ► noun edge, outer edge, margin, 
fringe, boundary, border, perimeter, nm, 
verge, borderline, outskirts, outer limits/ 
reaches, bounds, poetic /literary bourn, marge 
-opposites centre 

periphrastic ► adjective circumlocutory, cir- 
cuitous. roundabout, indirect, tautological, ple- 
onastic, prolix, verbose, wordy, long-winded, 
rambling, wandering, tortuous, diffuse 

perish ►verb O millions of soldiers perished die, 
lose one’s life, be killed, fall, expire, meet 
one’s death, be lost, lay down one's life, 
breathe one’s last, pass away, go the way of all 
flesh, give up the ghost, go to glory, meet one’s 
maker, go to one's last resting place, cross the 
great divide, informal kick the bucket, turn up 
one’s toes, shuffle off this mortal coil, buy it, 
croak, Bnt informal snuff it, pop one's clogs. N * 
Amer informal bite the big one. buy the farm, ar- 
chaic decease, depart this life 0 must these hopes 
perish so soon? come to an end, die (away), disap- 
pear. vanish, fade, dissolve, evaporate, melt 
away, wither ©the wood had perished go bad, 
go off, spoil, rot, go mouldy, moulder, putrefy, 
decay, decompose 

perjure 

■ perjure oneself lie under oath, lie, commit 
peijury, give false evidence/testimony, formal 
forswear oneself, be forsworn 

perjury ►noun lying under oath, giving false 
evidence/testimony, making false statements, 
wilful falsehood 

perk 1 

■ perk up ©you seem to have perked up cheer 
up, brighten up, liven up, take heart, informal 
buck up 0 the economy has been slow to perk up 
recover, rally, improve, revive, take a turn for 
the better, look up, pick up, bounce back. 

■ perk someone/ something up you could do 
with something to perk you up cheer up, liven up, 
brighten up, raise someone’s spirits, give some- 
one a boost/lift, revitalize, invigorate, energize, 
enliven, ginger up, put new life/heart into, put 
some spark into, rejuvenate, refresh, vitalize, 
informal buck up, pep up. 


perk 2 ► noun a job with a lot of perks fringe 
benefit, additional benefit, benefit, advantage, 
bonus, extra, plus, informal freebie; Bnt informal 
golden hello, formal perquisite 
perky ► adjective cheerful, lively, vivacious, 
animated, bubbly, effervescent, bouncy, spirit- 
ed, high-spinted, m high spirits, cheery, merry, 
buoyant, ebullient, exuberant, jaunty, frisky, 
sprightly, spry, bright, sunny, jolly, full of the 
joys of spnng, sparkly, pert, informal full of 
beans, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, chirpy, 
chipper, N Amer informal peppy, dated gay 
permanence ► noun stability, durability, 
permanency, fixity, fixedness, changelessness, 
immutability, endurance, constancy, continu- 
ity, immortality, indestructibility, perpetuity, 
endlessness 

permanent ►adjective ©permanent brain dam- 
age lasting, enduring, indefinite, continuing, 
perpetual, everlasting, eternal, abiding, con- 
stant, irreparable, irreversible, lifelong, indis- 
soluble, indelible, standing, perennial, unend- 
ing, endless, never-ending, immutable, un- 
dying, imperishable, indestructible, ineradic- 
able. poetic/ literary sempiternal, perdurable 0 a 
permanent job long-term, stable, secure, dur- 
able 

-opposites temporary 

permanently ► adverb © the attack left her per- 
manently disabled for all time, forever, for 
good, for always, for ever and ever, (for) ever- 
more, until hell freezes over, in perpetuity, in- 
delibly, immutably, until the end of time, N 
Amer forevermore, informal for keeps, until the 
cows come home, until doomsday, until king- 
dom come, archaic for aye 0/ was permanently 
hungry continually, constantly, perpetually, al- 
ways 

permeable ► adjective porous, pervious. 

penetrable, absorbent, absorptive 
permeate ► verb © the delicious smell permeated 
the entire flat pervade, spread through, fill, fil- 
ter through, diffuse through, imbue, penetrate, 
pass through, percolate through, perfuse, 
charge, suffuse, steep, impregnate, inform 
0 these resins are able to permeate the timber soak 
through, penetrate, seep through, saturate, 
percolate through, leach through 
permissible ►adjective permitted, allowable, 
allowed, acceptable, legal, lawful, legitimate, 
admissible, licit, authorized, sanctioned, toler- 
ated, informal legit, OK 
-opposites forbidden 

permission ►noun authorization, consent, 
leave, authority, sanction, licence, dispensa- 
tion, assent, acquiescence, agreement, approv- 
al, seal of approval, approbation, endorsement, 
blessing, imprimatur, clearance, allowance, tol- 
erance, sufferance, empowerment; informal the 
go-ahead, the thumbs up, the OK, the green 
light, say-so 

permissive ► adjective liberal, broad-minded, 
open-minded, free, free and easy, easy-going, 
live-and-let-live, latitudmarian, laissez-faire, lib- 
ertarian, unprescriptive, tolerant, forbearing, 
indulgent, lenient; ovenndulgent, lax, soft. 
-opposites intolerant, strict, 
permit ► verb I cannot permit you to leave: allow, 
let, authorize, give someone permission, sanc- 
tion, grant, give someone the right, license. 
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empower, enable, entitle, qualify, consent to, 
assent to, give one’s blessing to, give the nod 
to. acquiesce in. agree to, tolerate, counter 
ance, admit of, legalize, legitimatize, legitim- 
ate, informal give the go-ahead to, give the 
thumbs up to, OK. give the OK to, give the 
green light to, say the word, formal accede to, ar- 
chaic suffer 

-opposites ban. forbid 

► noun I need to see your permit authorization, li- 
cence, pass, ticket, warrant, document, certifi- 
cation, passport, visa 

permutation ► noun variation, alteration, 
modification, change, shift, transformation, 
transmutation, mutation, humorous transmogrifi- 
cation 

pernicious ► adjective harmful, damaging, de- 
structive, injurious, hurtful, detrimental, dele- 
terious, dangerous, adverse, mimical, un- 
healthy, unfavourable, bad, evil, baleful, 
wicked, malign, malevolent, malignant, nox- 
ious. poisonous, corrupting, poetic/ literary malefi- 
cent 

-opposites beneficial 

pernickety ► adjective ( informal) fussy, difficult 
to please, difficult, finicky, over-fastidious, fas- 
tidious, over-particular, particular, faddish, 
punctilious, hair-splitting, critical, overcritical, 
informal nit-picking, choosy, picky, Bnt informal 
faddy, N Amer informal persnickety 
-opposites easy-going 

peroration ►noun ©the peroration of his 
speech conclusion, ending, close, closing re- 
marks. summation, summing-up ©an hour - 
long peroration speech, lecture, talk, address, 
oration, sermon, disquisition, discourse, dec- 
lamation. harangue, diatribe, informal spiel 

perpendicular ►adjective Qthe perpendicular 
stones upright, vertical, erect, plumb, straight 
(up and down), on end. standing, upended 
©lines perpendicular to each other at right an 
gles, at 90 degrees ©the perpendicular hillside 
steep, sheer, piecipitous, abrupt, bluff, ver- 
tiginous 

-opposites horizontal 

perpetrate ► verb commit, carry out, perform, 
execute, do, effect, bring about, accomplish, be 
guilty of, be to blame for, be responsible for, 
inflict, wreak, informal pull off, formal effectuate 

perpetual ►adjective O deep caves m perpetual 
darkness everlasting, never-ending, eternal, 
permanent, unending, endless, without end, 
lasting, long-lasting, constant, abiding, endur- 
ing, perennial, timeless, ageless, deathless, un- 
dying, immortal; unfailing, unchanging, never- 
changing, changeless, unfading, poetic/ literary 
sempiternal, perdurable ©a perpetual state of 
fear, constant, permanent, uninterrupted, con- 
tinuous, unremitting, unending, unceasing, 
persistent, unbroken, ©her mother’s perpetual 
nagging : interminable, incessant, ceaseless, end- 
less, without respite, relentless, unrelenting, 
persistent, continual, continuous, non-stop, 
never-ending, recurrent, repeated, unremitting, 
sustained, round-the-clock, unabating, informal 
eternal. 

-opposites temporary, intermittent 

perpetuate ►verb KEFP alive, keep going, 
preserve, conserve, sustain, maintain, continue, 


extend, carry on, keep up, prolong, immortal- 
ize, commemorate, memorialize, eternalize 

perpetuity 

■ In perpetuity forever, permanently, for al- 
ways, for good, for good and all, perpetually, 
(for) evermore, for ever and ever, for all time, 
until the end of time, until hell freezes over, 
eternally, for eternity, evei lastingly, N Amer 
forevermore, informal for keeps, until doomsday, 
archaic for aye 

perplex ► verb puzzle, baffle, mystify, bemuse, 
bewilder, confound, confuse, nonplus, discon- 
cert, dumbfound, thiow, throw/catch off bal- 
ance, exercise, wony, informal flummox, be all 
Greek to, stump, bamboozle, floor, beat, faze, 
fox, N Amer informal discombobulate, archaic wild- 
er. maze 

perplexing ► adjective puzzling, baffling, mys- 
tifying, mysterious, bewildering, confusing, dis- 
concerting, worrying, unaccountable, difficult 
to understand, beyond one, paradoxical, pecu- 
liar, funny, strange, weird, odd 

perplexity ►noun ©he scratched his head in 
perplexity confusion, bewilderment, puzzle- 
ment, bafflement, incomprehension, mystifica- 
tion, bemusement, informal bamboozlement, N 
Amer informal discombobulation. © the perplexities 
of international relations complexity, complica- 
tion. intricacy, problem, difficulty, mystery, 
puzzle, enigma, paradox 

perquisite ► noun ( formal) See perk- 

per se ► adverb in itself, of itself, by itself, as 
such, intrinsically, by its very nature, in es- 
sence, by definition, essentially 

persecute ►verb Qthey were persecuted for 
their religious beliefs oppress, abuse, victimize, 
ill-treat, mistreat, maltreat, tyrannize, torment, 
torture, martyr ©she was persecuted by the press 
harass, hound, plague, badger, harry, intimi- 
date, pick on, pester, bother, bedevil, bully, 
victimize, terrorize, N Amer devil, informal has- 
sle, give someone a hard time, get on 
someone’s back. Austral informal heavy 

persecution ► noun ©victims of religious perse- 
cution oppression, victimization, maltreat- 
ment, ill-treatment, mistreatment, abuse, ill- 
usage, discrimination, tyranny, informal witch 
hunt ©the persecution I endured at school har 
assment, hounding, intimidation, bullying 

perseverance ►noun persistence, tenacity, 
determination, staying power, indefatigability, 
steadfastness, purposefulness, patience, endur- 
ance, application, diligence, dedication, com- 
mitment, doggedness, assiduity, tirelessness, 
stamina, intransigence, obstinacy, informal stick- 
ability, N Amer informal stick-to-it-iveness, formal 
pertinacity 

persevere ► verb persist, continue, carry on. 
go on, keep on, keep going, struggle on. ham- 
mer away, be persistent, be determined, see/ 
follow something through, keep at it, press 
on/ahead, not take no for an answer, be ten- 
acious, stand one’s ground, stand fast/firm, 
hold on, go the distance, stay the course, plod 
on, plough on, stop at nothing, leave no stone 
unturned, informal soldier on, hang on. plug 
away, peg away, stick to one's guns, stick it 
out, hang in there 
-opposites give up 
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persist ► vtrb O Corbett persisted with his ques- 
tioning See persevere Qif dry weather persists, 
water the lawn thoroughly continue, hold, carry 
on. last, keep on. keep up, remain, linger, stay, 
endure 

persistence ► noun. See perseverance 

persistent ► adjective Qa very persistent man 
tenacious, persevering, determined, resolute, 
purposeful, dogged, single-minded, tireless, in- 
defatigable, patient, unflagging, untiring, in- 
sistent, importunate, relentless, unrelenting; 
stubborn, intransigent, obstinate, obdurate, for- 
mal pertinacious Q persistent rain constant, 
continuous, continuing, continual, non-stop, 
never-ending, steady, uninterrupted, unbroken, 
interminable, incessant, unceasing, endless, 
unending, perpetual, unremitting, unrelenting, 
relentless, unrelieved, sustained Qa persistent 
cough chronic, permanent, nagging, frequent, 
lepeated, habitual 
-opposites irresolute, intermittent 

person ► noun human being, individual, man/ 
woman, human, being, (living) soul, mortal, 
creature, personage, character, customer, infor- 
mal type, sort, beggar, cookie, Bnt informal bod, in- 
formal, dated body, dog, cove, archaic wight 
■ In person physically, in the flesh, in pro- 
pria persona, personally, oneself, informal as 
large as life 

persona ► noun image, face, public face, char- 
acter, personality, identity, self, front, facade, 
guise, extenor, role, part 

personable ► adjective pleasant, agreeable, 
likeable, nice, amiable, affable, charming, con- 
genial, genial, engaging, pleasing, attractive, 
presentable, good-looking, nice-looking, pretty, 
appealing, Scottish couthy, Scottish & N English 
bonny, canny; dated taking 
-opposites disagreeable, unattractive 

personage ► noun important person, VIP, lu- 
minary, celebnty, personality, name, famous 
name, household name, public figure, star, 
leading light, dignitary, notable, notability, 
worthy, panjandrum, person, informal celeb, 
somebody, big shot, big noise, Bnt informal nob, 
N Amer informal big wheel, big kahuna 

personal ► adjective Qa highly personal style 
distinctive, characteristic, unique, individual, 
one’s own, particular, peculiar, idiosyncratic, 
individualized, personalized Qa personal ap- 
pearance . in person, in the flesh, actual, live, 
physical ©his personal life private, mtimate, 
confidential, secret ©a personal friend intim 
ate, close, dear, great, bosom ©J have personal 
knowledge of the family direct, empirical, first- 
hand, immediate, experiential Qpersonal re- 
marks derogatory, disparaging, belittling, in- 
sulting, critical, rude, slighting, disrespectful, 
offensive, pejorative 
-opposites public, general 

personality ►noun Qher cheerful personality 
character, nature, disposition, temperament, 
make-up, persona, psyche ©she had loads of 
personality: charisma, magnetism, strength/ 
force of personality, character, charm, pres- 
ence ©a /amous personality, celebrity, VIP, 
star, superstar, name, famous name, household 
name, big name, somebody, leading light, lu- 
minary, notable, personage, notabiSty; informal 
celeb 


personalize ►verb Q products which can be 
personalized to your requirements customize, indi- 
vidualize © attempts to personalize God ■ person 
ify, humanize, anthropomorphize 
personally ►adverb Ql'd like to thank him per- 
sonally in person, oneself. © personally, I think 
it’s a good idea for my part, for myself, to my 
way of thinking, to my mind, in my estima- 
tion, as far as I am concerned, in my view/ 
opinion, from my point of view, from where I 
stand, as I see it, if you ask me, for my money, 
in my book, privately 

■ take something personally take offence, 
take something amiss, be offended, be upset, 
be affronted, take umbrage, take exception, 
feel insulted, feel hurt 

personification ►noun embodiment, incar- 
nation, epitome, quintessence, essence, type, 
symbol, soul, model, exemplification, exem- 
plar, image, representation 

personify ►verb epitomize, embody, be the 
incarnation of, typify, exemplify, represent, 
symbolize, stand for, body forth 
personnel ► noun STAFF, employees, work- 
force, workers, labour force, manpower, 
human resources, informal liveware 

perspective ► noun Qher perspective on things 
had changed outlook, view, viewpoint, point of 
view, standpoint, position, stand, stance, angle, 
slant, attitude, frame of mind, frame of refer- 
ence, approach, way of looking, interpretation 
Qa perspective of the whole valley view, vista, 
panorama, prospect, bird’s-eye view, outlook, 
aspect 

perspicacious ► adjective discerning, 
shrewd, perceptive, astute, penetrating, obser- 
vant, percipient, sharp-witted, sharp, smart, 
alert, clear-sighted, far-sighted, acute, clever, 
canny, intelligent, insightful, wise, sage, sensi- 
tive, intuitive, understanding, aware, discrimin- 
ating. informal on the ball, N Amer informal heads- 
up 

-opposites stupid 

perspicuous ► adjective ( formal) See clear ad- 
jective sense 1 

perspiration ►noun sweat, moisture; a la- 
ther, informal a muck sweat. Medicine diaphoresis, 
hidrosis 

perspire ►verb sweat, be dripping/ pounng 
with sweat, glow, informal be in a muck sweat 

persuadable ► adjective malleable, tractable, 
pliable, compliant, amenable, adaptable, ac- 
commodating, cooperative, flexible, acquies- 
cent, yielding, biddable, complaisant, like putty 
in one’s hands, suggestible 
persuade ►verb ©he tried to persuade her to 
come with him prevail on, talk into, coax, con- 
vince. make, get, induce, win over, bring 
round, coerce, influence, sway, inveigle, entice, 
tempt, lure, cajole, wheedle; Law procure. Infor- 
mal sweet-talk, twist someone’s arm © shortage 
of money persuaded them to abandon the scheme * 
cause, lead, move, dispose, incline 
-opposites dissuade, deter 

persuasion ►noun OMonica needed plenty of 
persuasion, coaxing, persuading, coercion, in- 
ducement, convincing, blandishment, encour- 
agement, urging, inveiglement, cajolery, en- 
ticement, wheedling; Informal sweet-talking. 
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arm-twisting, formal suasion. Q various political 
and religious persuasions group, grouping, sect, 
denomination, party, camp, side, faction, affili- 
ation. school of thought, belief, creed, credo, 
faith, philosophy 

persuasive * adjective convincing, cogent, 
compelling, potent, forceful, powerful, elo- 
quent, impressive, influential, sound, valid, 
strong, effective, winning, telling, plausible, 
credible 

—opposites unconvincing 

pert ► adjective Qa pert little hat jaunty, neat, 
trim, stylish, smart, perky, rakish, informal natty, 
N Amer informal saucy Qa young girl with a pert 
manner impudent, impertinent, cheeky, irrever- 
ent, forward, insolent, disrespectful, flippant, 
familiar, presumptuous, bold, as bold as brass, 
brazen, informal fresh, lippy. saucy. N Amer infor- 
mal sassy, archaic malapert 

pertain ►verb Q developments pertaining to the 
economy concern, relate to, be related to, be 
connected with, be relevant to, apply to, be 
pertinent to, refer to, have a bearing on, apper- 
tain to, bear on. affect, involve, touch, emhaic 
regard Qthe stock and assets pertaining to the 
business belong to, be a part of, be included in 
©the economic situation which pertained in Britain 
at that time exist, be the order of the day, be 
the case, prevail, formal obtain 

pertinacious ►adjective ( formal) determined, 
tenacious, persistent, persevering, purposeful, 
resolute, dogged, indefatigable, insistent, 
single-minded, unrelenting, relentless, tireless, 
unshakeable, stubborn, obstinate, inflexible, 
unbending 

-opposites irresolute, tentative 

pertinent ►adjective relevant, to the point, 
apposite, appropriate, suitable, fitting, fit, apt, 
applicable, material, germane, to the purpose, 
apropos, formal ad rem 
-opposites irrelevant 

perturb ► verb worry, upset, unsettle, disturb, 
concern, trouble, disquiet, disconcert, dis- 
comfit, unnerve, alarm, bother, distress, dis- 
may, gnaw at, agitate, fluster, ruffle, discoun- 
tenance, exercise, informal rattle 
-opposites reassure 

perturbed ►adjective upset, worried, unset- 
tled. disturbed, concerned, troubled, anxious, 
ill at ease, uneasy, disquieted, fretful, discon- 
certed, discomposed, distressed, unnerved, 
alarmed, bothered, dismayed, agitated, flus- 
tered, ruffled, shaken, discountenanced, informal 
twitchy, rattled, fazed, N Amer informal discom- 
bobulated 
-opposites calm 

peruse ►verb read, study, scrutinize, inspect, 
examine, wade through, look through, browse 
through, leaf through, scan, run one’s eye 
over, glance through, flick through, skim 
through, thumb through, dip into, archaic con 

pervade ►verb permeate, spread through, fill, 
suffuse, be diffused through, imbue, penetrate, 
filter through, percolate through, infuse, per- 
fuse, flow through, charge, steep, saturate, im- 
pregnate, inform. 

pervasive ►adjective prevalent, pervading, 
permeating, extensive, ubiquitous, omnipres- 
ent. universal, nfe, widespread, general. 


perverse ►adjective is being deliberately 
perverse awkward, contrary, difficult, unreason- 
able, uncooperative, unhelpful, obstructive, dis- 
obliging, recalcitrant, stubborn, obstinate, ob- 
durate, mulish, pig-headed, bull-headed, informal 
cussed, Bnt informal bloody-minded, bolshie, N 
Amer informal balky, formal refractory, archaic fro- 
ward, contumacious Qa verdict that is manifestly 
perverse illogical, irrational, unreasonable, 
wrong, wrong-headed ©an evil life dedicated to 
perverse pleasure perverted, depraved, unnat- 
ural, abnormal, deviant, degenerate, immoral, 
warped, twisted, corrupt, wicked, base, evil, in- 
formal kinky, sick, pervy 
-oppositfs accommodating, reasonable 

perversion ►noun Ou twisted perversion of the 
truth distortion, misrepresentation, falsifica- 
tion, tiavesty, misinterpretation, misconstruc- 
tion, twisting, corruption, subversion, misuse, 
misapplication, debasement Q sexual perversion 
deviance, abnormality, depravity, degeneracy, 
debauchery, corruption, vice, wickedness, lin 
morality 

perversity ►noun Qout of Sheer perveistty, he 
refused contrariness, awkwardness, recalci- 
trance, stubbornness, obstinacy, obduracy, inul- 
ishness, pig-headedness, informal cussedness, Bnt 
informal bloody-mindedness, formal refractoriness 
Qthe perversity of the derision unreasonable 
ness, irrationality, illogicality, wrong-headed 
ness 

pervert ►verb O people who attempt to pervert 
the rules distort, coimpt, subvert, twist, bend, 
abuse, misapply, misuse, misrepresent, misin- 
terpret, falsify ©men cun be perverted bv power 
corrupt, lead astray, debase, waip, pollute, 
poison, deprave, debauch 

► noun a sexual pervert deviant, degenerate, infor- 
mal perv, dirty old man, sic ko 

perverted ►adjective unnatural, deviant, 
warped, corrupt, twisted, abnormal, unhealthy, 
depraved, perverse, aberrant, immoial, de- 
bauched. debased, degeneiate, evil, wicked, 
vile, amoral, wiong, bad, informal sick, sicko, 
kinky, pervy 

pessimism ► noun defeatism, negativity, 
doom and gloom, gloominess, cynicism, fatal- 
ism, hopelessness, depression, despau, des- 
pondency, angst, informal looking on the black 
side 

pessimist ► noun defeatist, fatalist, prophet 
of doom, cynic, doomsayer, doomster, Cassan- 
dra, sceptic, doubter, doubting Thomas, mis- 
ery, killjoy, Job’s comforter, informal doom (and 
gloom) merchant, wet blanket, N Amer informal 
gloomy Gus 
-opposites optimist 

pessimistic ► adjective gloomy, negative, de- 
featist, downbeat, cynical, bleak, fatalistic, 
dark, black, despairing, despondent, depressed, 
hopeless, suspicious, distrustful, doubting 
-opposites optimistic 

pest ► noun nuisance, annoyance, irritation, ir- 
ritant, thorn in one’s flesh/side, vexation, trial, 
the bane of one’s life, menace, trouble, prob- 
lem, worry, bother, informal pain (in the neck), 
aggravation, headache, Scottish informal skelf; N 
Amer informal nudmk, Austral / NZ informal nark. 

pester ► verb badger, hound, harass, plague, 
annoy, bother, trouble, keep after, persecute. 
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torment, bedevil, harry, worry, beleaguer, 
chivvy, nag, informal hassle, bug, get on some- 
one’s back, N English informal mither. N Amer infor- 
mal devil 

pestilence ► noun ( archaic ) See plague noun 
sense 1 

pestilential ► adjective O pestilential fever 
plague-like, infectious, contagious, communic- 
able, epidemic, virulent, informal catching, 
poetic/ literary pestiferous © {informal) a pestilential 
man 1 annoying, irritating, infuriating, exasper 
atmg, maddening, tiresome, irksome, vexing, 
vexatious, informal aggravating, pesky, infernal 

pet 1 ► noun the teacher's pet favourite, darling, 
the apple of one’s eye, Bnt informal blue-eyed 
boy/girl, N Amer informal fair-haired boy/girl 

► adjective Qu pet lamb tame, domesticated, do- 
mestic, Bnt house-trained, N Amer house- 
broken Qhis pet theory favourite, favoured, 
chenshed, dear to one’s heart, particular, spe- 
cial, personal 

► verb Qthe tats came to he petted stroke, caress, 
fondle, pat Qshe had always been petted by her 
parents pamper, spoil, mollycoddle, coddle, cos- 
set, baby, indulge, overindulge, wrap in cotton 
wool ©couples were petting in their cars kiss and 
cuddle, kiss, cuddle, embrace, caress, informal 
canoodle, neck, smooch, Bnt informal snog, N 
Amer informal make out. get it on, informal, dated 
spoon 

■ pet name affectionate name, term of en- 
dearment. endearment, nickname, diminutive, 
hypocoristic 

pet 2 ► noun Mum's in u pet bad mood, mood, bad 
temper, temper, sulk, fit of pique, huff. Bnt in - 
fomial paddy, stiop 

peter 

■ peter out fizzle out, fade (away), die away / 
out. dwindle, diminish, taper off, tail off. trail 
away/off, wane. ebb. melt away, evaporate, dis- 
appear, come to an end, subside 

petite ► adjective small, dainty, diminutive, 
slight, little, tiny, elfin, delicate, small-boned, 
Scottish wee, informal pint-sized 

petition ►noun Qover 1,000 people signed the 
petitum appeal, round robin Q petitions to 
Allah entreaty, supplication, plea, prayer, ap- 
peal, request, invocation, suit, archaic onson 

► verb they petitioned the king to revoke the decision 
appeal to, request, ask, call on, entreat, beg, 
implore, plead with, apply to, press, urge, formal 
adjure, poetic/ literary beseech 

petrified ► adjective Q she looked petrified terri 
fied, terror-stncken, horrified, scared/fright- 
ened out of one’s wits, scared/ frightened to 
death © petrified remains of prehistoric animals 
ossified, fossilized, calcified 

petrify ►verb terrify, homfy, frighten, scare, 
scare/ frighten to death, scare/frighten the liv- 
ing daylights out of, scare/frighten the life out 
of, strike terror into, put the fear of God into, 
paralyse, transfix, informal scare the pants off, 
Insh informal scare the bejesus out of 

petrol ►noun fuel, unleaded, superunleaded, 
diesel; N Amer gasoline, gas; informal juice. 

petticoat ►noun slip, underskirt, half-slip, 
underslip, undergarment, historical crinoline; ar- 
chaic kirtle 


petty ► adjective O petty regulations trivial, trifl- 
ing, minor, small, unimportant, insignificant, 
inconsequential, inconsiderable, negligible, pal- 
try, footling, pettifogging, informal piffling, pid- 
dling, fiddling ©a petty form of revenge small- 
minded, mean, ungenerous, shabby, spiteful 
-opposites important, magnanimous 
petulant ►adjective peevish, bad-tempered, 
querulous, pettish, fretful, cross, irritable, 
sulky, snappish, crotchety, touchy, tetchy, 
testy, hactious, grumpy, disgruntled, crabbed, 
cubby, informal grouchy, Bnt informal ratty, N Eng- 
lish mfonnal mardy, N Amer informal cranky 
-oppositfs good-humoured 
phantasmagorfical ► adjective dreamlike, 
psychedelic, kaleidoscopic, surreal, unreal, hal- 
lucinatory, fantastic, fantastical, chimerical 
phantom ► noun o a phantom who haunts lonely 
roads ghost, apparition, spirit, spectre, wraith, 
informal spook, poetic/ literary phantasm, shade 
G the phantoms of an overactive imagination delu 
sion, figment of the imagination, hallucin- 
ation, illusion, chimera, vision, mirage* 
phase ►noun Qthe final phase of the campaign 
stage, period, chapter, episode, part, step, 
point, time, juncture ©he’s going through a dif- 
ficult phase period, stage, time, spell, Bnt informal 
patch ©the phases of the moon aspect, shape, 
form, appearance, state, condition 

■ phase something in introduce gradually, 
begin to use, ease in 

■ phase something out withdraw gradually, 
discontinue, stop using, run down, wind down 

phenomenal ►adjective remarkable, excep- 
tional, extraordinary, amazing, astonishing, as- 
tounding, sensational, stunning, incredible, un- 
believable, marvellous, magnificent, wonderful, 
outstanding, singular, out of the ordinary, un- 
usual, unprecedented, informal fantastic, terrific, 
tremendous, stupendous, awesome, out of this 
world, poetic /literary wondrous 
-opposites ordinary 

phenomenon ►noun Qu rare phenomenon 
occurrence, event, happening, fact, situation, 
circumstance, experience, case, incident, epi- 
sode © the band was a pop phenomenon marvel, 
sensation, wonder, prodigy, miracle, ranty, 
nonpareil 

philander ► verb womanize, have affairs, flirt, 
informal play around, carry on, play the field, 
play away, sleep around. N Amer informal fool 
around 

philanderer ► noun womanizer, Casanova, 
Don Juan, Lothano, flirt, ladies’ man, playboy, 
rake, roue, informal stud, skirt-chaser, ladykiller, 
wolf; informal, dated gay dog 
philanthropic ►adjective charitable, gener- 
ous, benevolent, humanitarian, public-spmted, 
altruistic, magnanimous, munificent, open- 
handed, bountiful, liberal, generous to a fault, 
beneficent, caring, compassionate, unselfish, 
kind, kind-hearted, big-hearted; formal eleemo- 
synary. 

-opposites selfish, mean 
philanthropist ► noun benefactor, benefac- 
tress. patron, patroness, donor, contributor, 
sponsor, backer, helper, good Samaritan; do- 
gooder. Lady Bountiful, historical almsgiver. 
philanthropy ►noun benevolence, generos- 
ity, humamtananism, public-spiritedness, altru- 
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Philoso p hers 

Abelard, Peter (French) 

Adorno, Theodor Wiesengrund 
(German) 

Agnesi, Maria (Italian) 
al-Farabi, Mohammed fbn Tarkhan 
(Persian) 

al-GhazalT, Abu Hamid 
Muhammad (Islamic, b. In Iran) 
Al-Kindi. Abu Yusuf Ya'qub Ibn 
Ishaq (Arabic) 

Althusser, Louis (French) 
Anaxagoras (Greek) 

Anaximander (Greek) 

Anaximenes (Greek) 

Anselm, St (Italian) 

Aquinas, St Thomas (Italian) 
Arendt, Hannah (American, b. in 
Germany) 

Aristippus (Greek) 

Aristotle (Greek) 

Augustine of Hippo. St (North 
African) 

Austin, J. L. (British) 

Averro*s (Islamic, b. in Spain; 

Arabic name; ibn-Rushd) 
Avicenna (Islamic, b. in Persia; 

Arabic name; ibn-Sina) 

Ayer, A. J. (English) 

Bacon, Francis (English) 

Bacon, Roger (English) 

Barthes, Roland (French) 

Beauvoir, Simone de (French) 
Berlin, Isaiah (British, b. in Latvia) 
Bentham, Jeremy (English) 
Bergson, Henn (French) 

Berkeley, George (Irish) 

Boethius, Anicius Manlius 
Severinus (Roman) 

Bruno, Giordano (Italian) 

Buber, Martin (Israeli, b. in 
Austria) 

Carnap, Rudolf (American) 

Cassirer, Ernst (German) 

Chomsky, Noam (American) 

Cicero, Marcus Tullius (Roman) 
Comte, Auquste (French) 

Condillac, Etienne Bonnot de 
(French) 

Confucius (Chinese) 

Cousin, Victor (French) 

Crescas. Hasdai ben Abraham 
(Jewish, b. in Spain) 

Croce, Benedetto (Italian) 
Cudworth, Ralph (English) 
Democritus (Greek) 

Derrida, Jacques (French) 
Descartes, Ren* (French) 

Dewey. John (American) 

Diderot. Denis (French) 

Diogenes Laertius (Greek) 

Diogenes of Sinope (Greek) 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo (American) 


Empedocles (Greek) 

Engels, Friedrich (German) 
Epictetus (Greek) 

Epicurus (Greek) 

Feuerbach, Ludwig (German) 
Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (German) 
Foucault, Michel (French) 

Frege, Gottlob (German) 

Gentile, Giovanni (Italian) 
Geulincx, Arnold (Belgian) 
Godwin, William (English) 
Grosseteste, Robert (EngKsh) 
Habermas, JOrgen (German) 

Han fei tzu (Chinese) 

Hegel, Georg (German) 
Heidegger, Martin (German) 
Heiv*tius, Claude (French) 
Heraclitus (Greek) 

Hobbes, Thomas (English) 
Horkhelmer, Max (German) 
Hume, David (Scottish) 

Husserl, Edmund (German) 
Hypatia (Greek) 

Iqbal, Muhammad (Indian) 

James, William (American) 
Jaspers, Kari (Theodor) (German) 
Judah ha-Levi (Jewish) 

Kant, Immanuel (German) 
Kierkegaard, Seren (Danish) 
Kuhn, Thomas (American) 

Lacan, Jacques (French) 

Lakatos, Imre (Hungarian) 

Langer, Susanne (American) 
Lao-tzu (Chinese) 

Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm 
(German) 

Leucippus (Greek) 

Uttre. tmile (French) 

Locke, John (English) 

Luk&cs, Cydrgy (Hungarian) 
Lucretius (Roman) 

Lyotard, Jean- Francois (French) 
Maimonides, Moses (Mosheh ben 
Maymun; Jewish) 

Marcuse, Herbert (American) 
Marx, Kari (German) 

Mendus (Chinese) 

Mill, John Stuart (English) 
Montesquieu. Charles, Baron de 
(French) 

Moore, G. E. (English) 

Nagel, Ernest (American, b. in 
Czechoslovakia) 

Nagel, Thomas (American) 
Nietzsche, Friedrich (German) 
Ortega y Gasset, Jos* (Spanish) 
Paine, Thomas (American) 
Parmenides (Greek) 

Pascal, Blaise (French) 

Petoce, Charie* (American) 

Philo Judaeus (of Alexandria) 

Plato {Greek) 


Plotinus (Roman) 

Polncar*, Jules (French) 

Popper, Kari (British, b. in Austria) 
Posidonius of Apamea (Greek) 
Protagoras (Greek) 

Proudhon, Pierre Joseph (French) 
Pyrrho (Greek) 

Pythagoras (Greek) 

Quine, Willard van Orman 
(American) 

Radakrishnan, Sarvepalli (Indian) 
Ramanuja (Indian) 

Ramus, Petrus (Pierre de la 
Ram*e; French) 

Rand. Ayn (American, b. in Russia) 
Rawls, John (American) 

Reid, Thomas (Scottish) 

Roscelin (French) 

Rousseau, Jean Jacques (French) 
Russell, Bertrand (English) 

Ryle. Gilbert (English) 

Saint-Simon, Claude-Henn. Comte 
de (French) 

Sankara (Indian) 

Santayana, George (American) 
Sartre, Jean-Paul (French) 
Schelllng, Friedrich (German) 
Schlegel, Friedrich von (German) 
Schlfck, Moritz (German) 
Schopenhauer. Arthur (German) 
Sextus Empincus (Greek) 
Simplicius of Cilicia (Greek) 

Smith, Adam (Scottish) 

Socrates (Greek) 

Solovyov, Vladimir (Russian) 

Sore!, Georges (French) 

Spencer. Herbert (English) 
Spengler, Oswald (German) 
Spinoza, Baruch (Dutch) 

Steiner, Rudolf (Austrian) 
Strawson, Peter (English) 

Suarez, Francisco (Spanish) 
Swedenborg, Emanuel (Swedish) 
Tarski, Alfred (American, b. in 
Poland) 

Teilhard de Chardin (French) 
Telesio, Bernardino (Italian) 

Thales (Greek) 

Theophrastus (Greek) 

Tillich, Paul (Amencan, b. in 
Germany) 

Unamuno y Jugo, Miguel de 
* (Spanish) 

Vico, Giambattista (Italian) 

Well, Simone (French) 

Whitehead, A. N. (English) 

WilBam of Ockham (English) 
Wittgenstein, Ludwig (British, b. 
in Austria) 

Xenophanes of Colophon (Greek) 
Zeno of Citium (Greek) 

Zeno of Elea (Greek) 



ism, social conscience, chanty, chantableness, 
brotherly love, fellow feeling, magnanimity, 
munificence, liberality, largesse, open-handed- 
ness, bountifulness, beneficence, unselfishness, 
humanity, kindness, kind-heartedness, compas- 
sion; historical almsgiving 


philippic ► noun (poetic /literary) tirade, diatnbe, 
harangue, lecture, attack, onslaught, denunci- 
ation, rant, polemic, broadside, fulmination, 
condemnation, criticism, censure, informal blast 

philistine ► adjective uncultured, lowbrow, 
anti-intellectual, uncultivated, uncivilized, un- 
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educated, unenlightened, commercial, materi- 
alist, bourgeois, ignorant, crass, boonsh, bar- 
barian 

philosopher ► noun thinker, theonst, theor- 
izes theoretician, metaphysicist, metaphys- 
ician. scholar, intellectual, sage, wise man See 
list 

philosophical * adjective Qa philosophical 
question theoretical, metaphysical Qa philo- 
sophical mood thoughtful, reflective, pensive, 
meditative, contemplative, introspective, ru- 
minative, formal cogitative ©he was philosophical 
about losing the contract calm, composed, cool, 
collected, {cool, calm, and collected}, self- 
possessed, serene, tranquil, stoical, impassive, 
dispassionate, phlegmatic, unperturbed, imper- 
turbable, unruffled, patient, forbearing, long- 
suffering, resigned, rational, realistic 

philosophize ► verb theorize, speculate, 
pontificate, preach, sermonize, moralize 

philosophy ► noun O the philosophy of Aristotle 
thinking, thought, reasoning See list Q her polit- 
ical philosophy beliefs, credo, convictions, ideol- 
ogy, ideas, thinking, notions, theories, doc- 
trine, tenets, principles, views, school of 
thought See list at politics 


Branches of Philosophy 


aesthetics 

analytical philosophy 

axiology 

bioethics 

cosmology 

deontology 

epistemology 

ethics 

formal logic 
gnosiology 
legal ethics 
linguistic philosophy 
logic 

medical ethics 
metaethics 
metaphysics 
metempirics 


modal logic 
moral philosophy 
ontology 
pataphysics 
phenomenology 
philosophy of language 
philosophy of law 
philosophy of 
mathematics 
philosophy of mind 
philosophy of 
psychology 
phtlosophy of religion 
philosophy of science 
political philosophy 
teleology 


phlegm ►noun Qmucus, catarrh Q British 
phlegm and perseverance calmness, coolness, 
composure, equanimity, tranquillity, placidity, 
placidness, impassivity, stolidity, imperturb- 
ability, impassiveness, dispassionateness, infor- 
mal cool, unflappability 

phlegmatic ► adjective calm, cool, composed, 
{cool, calm, and collected), controlled, serene, 
tranquil, placid, impassive, stolid, imperturb- 
able, unruffled, dispassionate, philosophical, in- 
formal unflappable 
-opposites excitable 

phobia ►noun abnormal fear, irrational fear, 
obsessive fear, dread, horror, terror, hatred, 
loathing, detestation, aversion, antipathy, re- 
vulsion, complex, neurosis, informal thing, hang- 
up. See list 

phono ►noun Qshe spent hours on the phone 
telephone, mobile (phone), cellphone, car 
phone, cordless phone, speakerphone, exten- 
sion, Bnt informal blower, Bnt rhyming slang dog 
and bone ©give me a phone sometime call, 
telephone call, phone call, Brit nng, informal 


buzz, Bnt informal tinkle, bell 
► verb I'll phone you later telephone, call, give 
someone a call. Bnt nng, nng up, give someone 
a nng, informal call up, give someone a buzz, Bnt 
informal give someone a bell/tinkle, get on the 
blower to, N Amer informal get someone on the 
horn 

phonetic alphabet ► noun See list 


Phonetic Alphabet 


Alpha 

Hotel 

Oscar 

Victor 

Bravo 

India 

Papa 

Whisky 

Chariie 

Juliet 

Quebec 

X-ray 

Delta 

Kilo 

Romeo 

Yankee 

Echo 

Lima 

Sierra 

Zulu 

Foxtrot 

Mike 

Tango 


Golf 

November 

Uniform 



phoney ( informal) ►adjective a phoney address 
bogus, false, fake, fraudulent, spurious, coun- 
terfeit, forged, feigned, pseudo, imitation, 
sham, man-made, mock, ersatz, synthetic, arti- 
ficial, simulated, pretended, contnved, affect- 
ed. insincere, informal pretend, put-on, Bnt infor- 
mal cod 

-opposites authentic 

► noun ©he’s nothing but a phoney impostor, 
sham, fake, fraud, charlatan, informal con artist 
©the diamond's a phoney fake, imitation, coun- 
terfeit, forgery 

photocopy ► noun copy, facsimile, duplicate, 
trademark Xerox, photostat, Ozalid 

photograph ► noun a photograph of her father 
picture, photo, snap, snapshot, shot, likeness, 
print, slide, transparency, still, enlargement, 
Bnt enpnnt, mfomnal tranny 

► verb she was photographed leaving the castle take 
someone s picture/photo, snap, shoot, film 

photographer ► noun lensman, paparazzo, 
cameraman, informal snapper, N Amer informal 
shutterbug See list 

photographic ► adjective ©a photographic rec- 
ord pictorial, in photographs, cinematic, film- 
ic Qa photographic memory detailed, graphic, 
exact, precise, accurate, vivid 

phrase ►noun familiar words and phrases ex 
pression, group of words, construction, locu- 
tion, term, turn of phrase, idiom, idiomatic ex- 
pression, saying, tag 

► verb how could I phrase the question? express, put 
into words, put, word, style, formulate, couch, 
frame, articulate, verbalize 

phraseology ► noun wording, choice of 
words, phrasing, way of speaking/ wntmg, 
usage, idiom, diction, parlance, words, lan- 
guage, votabulaiy, terminology, jargon, informal 
lingo, -speak, -ese 

physical ► adjective Qphysical pleasure: bodily, 
corporeal, corporal, somatic; carnal, fleshly, 
non-spiritual. Qhard physical work, manual, la- 
bouring, blue-collar ©fitf physical universe* ma 
terial, concrete, tangible, palpable, solid, sub- 
stantial, real, actual, visible. 

-opposites mental, spiritual. 

physician ► noun doctor, doctor of medicine, 
MD, medical practitioner; informal doc, medic, 
medico; Bnt informal quack, informal, dated saw- 
bones 
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Phobias 




ouccrorriAROt 

PHOWA 

OBJECT OF FEAR Oil 

PHOBIA 

DISUNI 


DISLIKE 


air travel 

aerophobia 

freedom 

eieutherophobia 

American people and 

Americophobla 

French people and things 

Francophobia/ 

things 



Gallophobia 

animals 

zoophobia 

fur 

doraphobia 

bacteria 

bacteriophobia 

German people and 

Germano phobia/ 

beards 

pogonophobia 

things 

Teutophobla 

beating 

mastigophobla 

germs 

spermophobia/ 

bed 

dlnophobla 


bacteriophobia 

bees 

apiphobla 

ghosts 

phasmophobia 

being buried alive 

taphephobia 

giving birth to monsters 

teratophobla 

birds 

omithophobia 

glass 

nelophobia 

blood 

haemophobia 

God 

theophobia 

blushing 

erythrophobla 

gold 

chrysophobia/ 

body odour 

bromidrosiphobia 


aurophobia 

bndges 

gephyrophobia 

hair 

trichophobla 

bullets 

ballistophobia 

heart disease 

cardiophobia 

cancer 

carcinophobia 

heat 

thermophobia 

cats 

allurophobia 

heaven 

uranophobia 

childbirth 

tocophobia 

hell 

hadephobia/ 

children 

paedophobla 


stygiophobia 

Chinese people and things 

Sinophobia 

heredity 

patroiophobia 

church 

ecdesiophobia 

high buildings 

batophobla 

clouds 

nephophobia 

high places 

acrophobia/ 

coitus 

coitophobla 


hypsophobia 

cold 

cheimaphobia 

home 

oikophobia 

colour 

chromophobia 

homosexuals 

homophobia 

comets 

cometophobia 

horses 

hippophobia 

computers 

cyberphobia 

ice 

cryophobia 

constipation 

coprostasophobia 

ideas 

Ideophobia 

corpses 

necrophobia 

idleness 

thassophobia 

correspondence 

epistolophobia 

illness 

nosophobia 

crowds 

demophobia/ 

imperfection 

atefophobia 


ochlophobia 

infinity 

apeirophobia 

dampness 

hygrophobia 

injury 

traumatophobla 

darkness 

scotophobia 

inoculation 

trypanophobia/ 

dawn 

eosophobia 


vaccinophobia 

death 

thanatophobia 

insanity 

lyssophobia/ 

depth 

bathophobia 


manlphobia 

dirt 

mysophobia 

insects 

entomophobia 

disease 

pathophobia/ 

insect stings 

cnidophobla 


nosophobia 

Italian people and things 

Italophobia 

dogs 

cynophobla 

itching 

acarophobia 

dreams 

oneirophobia 

jealousy 

zelotypophobia 

drink 

potophobia 

justice 

dlkephobia 

drugs 

pharmacophobia 

lakes 

llmnophobia 

dust 

koniophobfa 

leprosy 

leprophobia 

electricity 

electrophobia 

lice 

pedlculophobia 

enclosed places 

claustrophobia 

light 

photophobia 

English people and things 

Anglophobia 

lightning 

astrapophobia 

everything 

panophobia/ 

lists 

pinaclphobla/ 


pantophobia 


katastichophobia 

eyes 

ommetaphobia 

loneliness 

autophobia/ 

faeces 

coprophobia 


ermftophobw 

failure 

kakorrhaphiaphobia 

machinery 

mechanophobta 

fatigue 

kopophobia 

magic 

rhabdophobfa 

fear 

phobophoWa 

marriage 

gametophobfe 

feathers 

pteronophobia 

men 

androphobia 

fever 

febriphobia • 

metal 

metaHophobia 

fire 

pyrophobia 

mice 

musophobla 

fish 

icmnyopnooia 

microbe* . 

badflophobla/ 

flesh 

ytliphobla 


mfcroblophobla 

flood! r'‘ 

juittophyhiii 

mirrors 

eJsoptrophobla 

flowers 


mites 

acrophobia 


homsddopbobti 

mobs 

ochlophobia 

food 

dboahafetoBoohobia 

money 

chrematophobla 

foreigners 

xenophobia 

motion 

kfoetophobla 
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1 Pick 



Phobias (cont.) 

OBJECT OF FEAR OR 
DISLIKE 

PHOBIA 

OBJECT OF FEAR Oft 
DISLIKE 

PHOBIA 

music 

musicophobia 

smell 

olfactophobla/ 

names 

onomatophobia 


osmophobia 

narrowness 

angmophobla 

smothering 

pnigerophobla 

needles 

belonephobia 

snakes 

ophidiophobia 

new things 

neophobia 

snow 

chionophobia 

night 

nyctophobia 

solitude 

eremophobia 

nudity 

gymnophobla 

sound 

acousticophobia 

open places 

agoraphobia 

sourness 

acerophobla 

pain 

algophobia 

speech 

lalophobia/ 

parasites 

parasitophobia 


glossophobia/ 

people 

anthropophobia 


phonophobia 

philosophy 

philosophobia 

speed 

tachophobia 

pins 

enetophobia 

spiders 

arachnophobia 

places 

topophobia 

standing 

stasophobla 

pleasure 

hedonophobia 

stars 

slderophobia 

poison 

toxiphobia 

stealing 

kleptophobia 

politics 

politicophobia 

string 

linonophobia 

Pope 

papaphobia 

stuttering 

laliophobia 

poverty 

pemaphobia 

sun 

heliophobia 

precipices 

cremnophobia 

swallowing 

phagophobia 

priests 

hierophobia 

symmetry 

symmetrophobia 

punishment 

poinephobia 

taste 

geumatophobia 

rabies 

hydrophobophobla 

technology 

technophobia 

rail travel 

siderodromophobia 

teeth 

odontophobia 

religious works of art 

iconophobia 

telephone 

telephonophobia 

reptiles 

batrachophobia 

thinking 

phronemophobia 

responsibility 

hypegtaphobfa 

thirteen 

tnskaidekaphobia 

ridicule 

katageiophobia 

thunder 

brontophobia/ 

rivers 

potamophobia 


tonitrophobfa/ 

robbers 

harpaxophobia 


keraunophobia 

ruin 

atepbobia 

time 

chronophobla 

Russian people and things Russophobla 

touch 

haptophobia 

saints 

hagiophobia 

travel 

hodophobia 

Satan 

Satanophobia 

tuberculosis 

phthlslophobia 

scabies 

scabiophobia 

tyrants 

tyrannophobia 

Scottish people and 

Scotophobia 

vehicles 

ochophobia 

things 


venereal disease 

syphilophobia 

sea 

thalassophobia 

voids 

kenophobia 

sex 

erotophobia 

vomiting 

emetophobia 

shadows 

sdophobia 

water 

hydrophobia 

sharpness 

acrophobia 

waves 

cymophobla 

shock 

hormephobia 

weakness 

asthenophobia - 

sin 

hamartophobia 

wind 

anemophobia 

skin disease 

dermatosiophobia/ 

women 

gynophobia 


dermatopathophobia 

words 

kigophobia 

sleep 

hypnophobia 

work 

ergophobia 

slime 

blennophobla 

worms 

helminthophobia 

small things 

microphobia 

writing 

graphophobia 


physiognomy ►noun FACE, features, coun- 
tenance, expression, look, mien, informal mug, 
Brit informal phizog, phiz, Bnt rhyming slang boat 
lace, N Amer informal puss, poetic/ literary visage, 
lineaments 

physique ►noun body, build, figure, frame, 
anatomy, shape, form, proportions, muscles, 
musculature, informal vital statistics, bod 

pick ► verb QI got a job picking apples harvest, 
gather (in), collect, pluck, poetic /literary cull 
©pick the time that suits you best choose, select, 
pick out, single out, take, opt for, plump for, 
elect, decide on, settle on, fix on, sift out, sort 
out, name, nominate ©Beth picked at her food’ 
nibble, toy with, play with, eat like a bird 
O people were singing and picking guitars ■ strum, 
twang, thrum, pluck © he tried to pick a fight * 


provoke, start, cause, mate, stir up, whip up, 
instigate, prompt, bnng about. 

► noun ©take your pick * choice, selection, option, 
decision, preference, favourite ©the pick of the 
crop best, finest, top. choice, choicest, prime, 
cream, flower, pnze, pearl, gem, jewel, jewel 
in the crown, crtme de la crtme, elite, 
s pick on bully, victimize, tyrannize, torment, 
persecute, criticize, harass, hound, taunt, tease. 
informal get at, have it m for, have a down on, 
be down on, needle 

Bplck something out ©one painting was 
picked out for special mention’ choose, select, 
pick, single out, opt for. plump for, decide on, 
elect, settle on, fix on. sift out, sort out; name, 
nominate, ©she picked out Jessica in the crowd- 
see, make out, distinguish, discern, spot, per- 
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Photographers 

Adams. Ansel (American) 

Arbus, Diane (American) 

Atget, Jean-Eug&ne Auguste 
(French) 

Bailey. David (English) 

Beaton. Cedi (English) 
Bourke-White, Margaret 
(American) 

Brady, Matthew (American) 
Brandt. Bill (British, b. in 
Germany) 

BrassSi (French, b. in Hungary) 
Cameron, Julia Margaret (British, 
b. in India) 

Capa, Robert (Hungarian) 
Cartier-Bresson, Henn (French) 
Cunningham. Imogen (Canadian) 
Curtis. Edward (American) 
Daguerre, Louis-Jacque$-Mand£ 
(French) 

Doisneau, Robert (French) 
Eisenstaedt. Alfred (Polish) 


Evans, Walker (American) 

Fenton, Roger (English) 

Godwin, Fay Simmonds (British, b. 

in Germany) 

Hardy, Bert (English) 

Hill, David Octavius (Scottish) 
Hine, Lewis (American) 

Karsh. Yousuf (Turkish) 

Kert&z, Andr£ (American, b. in 
Hungary) 

Land. Edwin (American) 

Lange. Dorothea (American) 
Lartigue, Jacques-Henri (French) 
Leibovitz, Annie (American) 
Mapplethorpe, Robert (American) 
Martin, Paul (French) 

McBean, Angus (Welsh) 

McCuilin, Don (English) 
Moholy-Nagy. L4szl6 (American, b. 
in Hungary) 

Muybridge, Eadwweard (English) 
Nadar (French) 


Nilsson, Lennart (Swedish) 

Parer, Damien (Australian) 
Parkinson, Norman (English) 
Penn, Irving (American) 

Ray, Man (American) 

Robinson, Henry Peach (English) 
Rodchenko, Alexander (Russian) 
Sander, August (German) 

Sheeler, Charles (American) 
Siskind, Aaron (American) 
Snowdon, Earl of (Anthony 
Armstrong Jones; English) 
Stekhen, Edward (American, b. in 
Luxembourg) 

Stieglitz, Alfred (American) 
Strand, Paul (American) 

Sutcliffe, Frank Meadow (English) 
Talbot, William Henry Fox 
(English) 

Weston, Edward (American) 
White, Minor (American) 

Wolcott. Marion (American) 


ceivc, detect, notice, recognize, identify, catch 
sight of, glimpse, poetic /literary espy, behold, des 
cry 

■ pick up improve, recover, be on the road to 
recovery, rally, make a comeback, bounce 
back, perk up, look up, take a turn for the bet 
ter, turn the/a corner, be on the mend, make 
headway, make progress 

■ pick someone/something up lift, take up, 
raise, hoist, scoop up. gather up. snatch up 

■ pick someone up QI’U pick you up after 
lunch fetch, collect, call for Q(mformaf) he was 
puked up by the police arrest, appiehend. de- 
tain, take into custody, seize, informal nab, run 
in, bust, Bnt informal nick 0 [informal) he picked 
her up in a club take up with, informal get off 
with, pull, cop off with 

■ pick something up Q we picked it up at a flea 
market find, discover, come across, stumble 
across, happen on, chance on. acquire, obtain, 
come by, get, procure, purchase, buy, informal 
get hold of, get/lay one’s hands on. get one’s 
mitts on. bag, land Qhe picked up the story m 
the 1950s resume, take up. start again, recom- 
mence, continue, carry on with, go on with 
© she picked up a virus catch, contract, get, go/ 
come down with Ohe told us the bits of gossip 
he’d picked up hear, hear tell, get wind of. be 
told, learn, glean, gamer 0 we're picking up a 
distress signal receive, detect, get, hear 

picket ► noun O • forty pickets were arrested 
striker, demonstrator, protester, objector, 
picketer, flying picket © fences made of cedar 
pickets stake, post, paling, upright, stanchion, 
pier, piling 

► verb over 200 people picketed the factory demon 
strate at. form a picket at. man the picket 
line at, blockade, shut off 

pickle ► noun Qa jar of pickle • reush, chutney, 
piccalilli. © steep the vegetables in pickle: marin 
ade. brine, vinegar. © (informal) they got into an 
awful pickle, plight, predicament, mess, diffi- 
culty, trouble, dire/desperate straits, problem, 
informal tight comer, tight spot, jam, fix, scrape, 
bind, hole, hot water, fine kettle of fish; Bnt in- 
formal spot of bother 


► verb fish pickled in brine preserve, souse, marin- 
ate. conserve, bottle, can, tin 

pick-me-up ►noun ( informal) ©“ drink that's a 
ven r good pick-me-up tonic, restorative, ener- 
gizer, stimulant, refresher, reviver, informal 
bracer. Medicine analeptic ©his winning goal was 
a perfect pick-me-up boost, boost to the spirits, 
fillip, stimulant, stimulus, informal shot in the 
arm 

pickpocket ►noun thief, petty thief, sneak 
thief, archaic cutpurse 

pickup ►noun improvement, recovery, levival. 
upturn, upswing, rally, comeback, resurgence, 
renewal, turn for the better 

-OPPOSITES slump 

picnic ►noun picnic im the beach outdoor 
meal, alfresco meal, N Amer cookout © {infor- 
mal) working for him was no picnic easy task job, 
child’s play, five-finger exercise, gift, walkover, 
informal doddle, piece of cake, money for old 
rope, money for jam, cinch, breeze, kids’ stuff, 
cakewalk, pushover, N Amer informal duck soup. 
Austral / NZ informal bludge 

pictorial ►adjective illustrated, in pictures, 
in picture form, in photogiaphs, photographic, 
graphic 

picture ► noun © pictures in an art gallery paint 
ing, DRAWiNGy sketch, oil painting, watercolour, 
print, canvas, portrait, portrayal, illustration, 
artwork, depiction, likeness, representation, 
image, icon, miniature, fresco, mural, wall 
painting, informal oil ©we were told not to take 
pictures photograph, photo, snap, snapshot, 
shot, print, slide, transparency, exposure, still, 
enlargement, Bnt enpnnt ©u picture of the sort 
of person the child should be concept, idea, im- 
pression. view, (mental) image, vision, visual- 
ization, notion © the picture of health personifi 
cation, embodiment, epitome, essence, quint- 
essence. perfect example, soul, model 0 a pic- 
ture starring Robert de Niro film, movie, feature 
film, motion picture, informal flick, dated moving 
picture ©we went to the pictures the cinema, 
the movies, the silver screen, the big screen: in- 
formal the flicks. 
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► verb Qhe was pictured with his guests photo 
graph, take a photograph/photo of, snap, 
shoot, film Om the drawing they were pictured 
against a snowy background paint, draw, sketch, 
depict, delineate, portray, show, illustrate 
Qj A nne still pictured Richard as he had been ■ visu 
alize, see m one’* mind’s eye, conjure up a 
picture/image of, imagine, sec, evoke 

■ put someone In the picture inform, fill in. 
explain the situation/circumstances to, bnng 
up to date, update, brief, keep posted, informal 
clue in, bnng up to speed 

picturesque ►adjective Qu picturesque village 
attractive, pretty, beautiful, lovely, scenic, 
chanmng, quaint, pleasing, delightful ©a pic- 
turesque description vivid, graphic, colourful, im- 
pressive, stoking. 

-opposites ugly, dull 

piddling ►adjective ( informal ) trivial, tnfling, 
petty, footling, slight, small, insignificant, un- 
important, inconsequential, inconsiderable, 
negligible, meagre, inadequate, insufficient, 
paltry, scant, scanty, densory, pitiful, miser- 
able, puny, niggardly, beggarly, mere, informal 
measly, pathetic, piffling, mingy, poxy, N Amer 
informal mckel-and-dime 

pie ► noun pastry, tart, tartlet, quiche, pasty, 
patty, turnover, strudel See lists here and at 

CAKE 

■ pie in the sky (informal) false hope, illusion, 
delusion, fantasy, pipe dream, daydream, castle 
in the air, castle in Spain 


Savoury Pies 


cottage pie 
coulibiac 
fidget pie 
game pie 
pirog 


pork pie 
pot pie 
shepherd's 
pie 

squab pie 


stargazy pie 
steak and 
kidney pie 
tourtlfcre 


piebald ► adjective See pied 

piece ► noun Qu piece of cheese | a piece of wood 
bit, slice, chunk, segment, section, lump, 
hunk, wedge, slab, block, cake, bar, cube, suck, 
length, offeut, sample, fragment, sliver, splin- 
tei, wafer, chip, crumb, scrap, remnant, shred, 
shard, snippet, mouthful, morsel, Bnt informal 
wodge ©the pieces of a clock component, part, 
bit, section, segment, constituent, element, 
unit, module ©n piece of furniture item, article, 
specimen Qa piece of the profit share, portion, 
slice, quota, part, bit, percentage, amount, 
quantity, ration, fraction, division, informal ait, 
rake-off, Bnt mfomnal whack 0 pieces from his pri- 
vate (ollection work (of art), creation, produc- 
tion, composition, opus Qthe reporter who 
wrote the piece article, item, storv, report, 
essay, study, review, composition, column 
©the pieces on a chess board token, counter, 
man. disc, chip, marker 

■ In one piece Qthe camera was still in one 
piece unbroken, entire, whole, intact, undam- 
aged. unharmed © I'll bnng her back m one piece 
unhurt, uninjured, unscathed, safe, safe and 
sound 

■ in pieces broken, m bits, shattered, 
smashed, in smithereens; informal bust 

■ go/fall to pieces have a breakdown, break 
down, go out of one’s mind, lose control, lose 


one’s head, fall apart, informal crack up, lose it, 
come/fall apart at the seams, freak, freak out. 

piice de resistance ►noun masterpiece. 
magnum opus, chef-d’oeuvre, masterwork, tour 
de force, showpiece, pnze, jewel in the crown 

piecemeal ► adverb a little at a time, piece 
by piece, bit by bit, gradually, slowly, in stages, 
in steps, step by step, little by little, by de- 
grees, m/by fits and starts 

pled ► adjective particoloured, multicoloured, 
vanegated, black and white, brown and white, 
piebald, skewbald, dappled, bnndle, spotted, 
mottled, speckled, flecked, N Amer pinto 

pier ►noun Qa boat was tied to the pier jetty, 
quay, wharf, dock, landing, landing stage 
© the piers of the bridge support, cutwater, pile, 
piling, abutment, buttress, stanchion, prop, 
stay, upnght, pillar, post, column 

pierce ►verb Qthe metal pierced his flesh pene 
trate, puncture, perforate, pnek, lance, stab, 
spike, stick, impale, transfix, bore through, 
dnll through ©his anguish pierced her to the 
quick hurt, wound, pain, sting, sear, gneve, 
distress, upset, trouble, harrow, afflict, affect, 
move 

piercing ►adjective Qa piercing shnek shrill, 
ear-splitting, high-pitched, penetrating, stn- 
dent, loud ©the piercing wind bitter, biting, 
aitting, penetrating, sharp, keen, stinging, 
raw, freezing, frigid, glacial, arctic, chill ©a 
piercing pain intense, excruciating, agonizing, 
sharp, stabbing, shooting, stinging, severe, ex- 
treme, fierce, seanng, racking Qh is piercing 
gaze searching, probing, penetrating, penetra- 
tive, shrewd, sharp, keen ©his piercing intelli- 
gence perceptive, percipient, perspicacious, 
penetrating, discerning, discriminating, intelli- 
gent, quick-witted, sharp, sharp-witted, shrewd, 
insightful, keen, acute, astute, clever, smart, 
incisive, razor-edged, trenchant 

piety ► noun devoutness, devotion. piousne>s, 
religion, holiness, godliness, saintliness, vener- 
ation, reverence, faith, religious duty, spiritual- 
ity, religious zeal, fervour, pietism, religiosity 

piffle ► noun (informal) See nonsense sense 1 

piffling ►adjective (informal) inadequate, insuffi- 
cient, tiny, small, minimal, tnflmg, paltry, piti- 
ful, negligible, miserly, miserable, informal 
measly, stingy, lousy, pathetic, piddling, 
mingy, poxy 

pig ► noun Qa herd of pigs hog, boar, sow. 
porker, swine, piglet, children’s word piggy See 
list © (informal) he’s eaten the lot, the pig glutton, 
guzzler, informal hog, greedy guts, Bnt informal 
gannet 0 (informal) he's been an absolute pig lately 
informal bastard, beast, louse, swine, Bnt informal 
toerag, informal, dated rotter, heel, stinker 
-RELATED TERMS porcine. 

pigeonhole ► noun Journalistic pigeonholes cat 
egory, categorization, class, classification, 
group, grouping, designation, slot 
► verb ©they were pigeonholed as on indie guitar 
band categorize, compartmentalize, classify, 
charactenze, label, brand, tag, designate. Qthe 
plan was pigeonholed last year postpone, put off, 
put back, defer, shelve, hold over, put to one 
side, put on ice, mothball, put in cold storage, 

N Amer table; informal put on the back burner 
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Pigs 


poMisnc ncs 

Berkshire 
British Lop 
British Saddleback 
Chester White 
Ouroc 

Gloucester Old Spot 

Hampshire 

Landrace 

Middle White 

Oxford Sandy and Black 

Pietrain 

Poland China 


Saddleback 

Tamworth 

Vietnamese Pot-Bellied 
Welsh 

WILD PICS 

babirusa 
bush pig 
hog 

peccary 
razorback 
warthog 
wild boar 


pig-headed ► adjective obstinate, stubborn 
(as a mule), mulish, bull-headed, obdurate, 
headstrong, self-willed, wilful, perverse, con- 
trary. lecalcirrant, stiff-necked, uncooperative, 
inflexible, uncompromising, intractable, in- 
transigent, unyielding, Bnt informal bloody- 
minded. bolshie, formal lefractory 
pigment ► noun colouring matter, colouring, 
colourant, coloui, tint, dye, dyestuff 

pile 1 ► noun ©a pik* of stones heap, stack, 
mound, pyramid, mass, quantity, collection, ac- 
cumulation, assemblage, store, stockpile, 
hoard 0 (informal) I've a pile of work to do great 
deal, lot, large quantity/amount, quantities, 
reams, mountain, abundance, cornucopia, 
plethora, informal load, heap, mass, slew, ocean, 
stack, ton, Brit informal shedload. Austral iNZ mfor - 
mal swag 0 {informal) he'd made his pile in the fur 
trade fortune, millions, billions, informal small 
fortune, bomb packet, bundle, wad, Bnt informal 
loadsamoney ©u huge- Victorian pile mansion, 
stately home, manor, manor house, country 
house, formal edifice 

► verb Qhe piled up the plates heap (up), stack 
(up), put on top of each othei ©he piled his 
plate with fried eggs load, heap, fill (up), lade, 
stack, charge, stock ©his debts were piling up 
increase, grow, mount up. escalate, soar, 
spiral, leap up, shoot up. rocket, climb, accu- 
mulate, accrue, build up, multiply ©we piled 
into the car crowd, climb, pack, squeeze, push, 
shove 

■ pile it on (informal) exaggerate, overstate the 
case, make a mountain out of a molehill, over- 
do it, overplay it, over-dramatize, informal lay it 
on thick, lay it on with a trowel 
pile 2 ► noun a wall supported by timber piles post, 
stake, pillar, column, support, foundation, pil- 
ing, abutment, pier, cutwater, buttiess, stan- 
chion, upright 

pile 3 ► noun a carpet with a short pile nap, fibres, 
threads 


pile-up ► noun crash, multiple crash, collision, 
multiple collision, smash, accident, load acci- 
dent, Bnt RTA (road traffic accident), N Amer 
wreck, informal smash-up, Bnt informal shunt 

pilfer ► verb steal, thieve, take, snatch, pur- 
loin, loot, informal swipe, rob, nab, np off, lift, 
‘liberate’, ‘borrow’, filch, snaffle. Bnt tnfonnal 
pinch, half-inch, nick, whip, knock off, nobble, 
N Amer informal heist 

pilgrim ► noun worshipper, devotee, believer, 
tiaveller, crusader, hap, poetic /literary wayfarer, 
histoncal palmer 

pilgrimage ►noun religious journey, reli- 
gious expedition, hap. crusade, mission 
pill ► noun tablet, capsule, caplet, pellet, loz- 
enge, pastille, Vetennary Medicine bolus 
pillage ►verb ©the abbey was pillaged ran 
sack, rob, plunder, despoil, raid, loot, sack, 
devastate, lay waste, ravage, rape Q columns pil- 
laged from an ancient town steal, pilter, thieve, 
take, snatch, purloin, loot, informal swipe, rob, 
nab, np off, lift, ‘liberate*, ‘borrow’, filch, snaf- 
fle, Bnt informal pinch, half-inch, nick, whip, 
knock off. nobble, N Amer mfonnal heist 

► noun the rebels were intent on pillage robbery, 
robbing, raiding, plunder, looting, sacking, 
rape, marauding, poetic /literary rapine 

pillar ► noun ©stone pillars coiumn, post, sup- 
port, upnght, balusier. pier, pile, pilaster, stan- 
chion. prop, newel, obelisk, monolith ©u pil- 
lar of the community stalwart, mainstay, bas- 
tion, rock, leading light, worthy, backbone, 
support, upholder, champion 

pillory ► noun offenders were put in the pillory 
stocks 

► verb © he was jnlloncd by the press attack, cnti- 
cize. censure, condemn, denigrate, lambaste, 
savage, stigmatize, denounce, informal knock, 
slam, pan, bash, crucify, hammer. Bnt mfonnal 
slate, rubbish, slag off, N Amer informal pummel, 
Austral INZ informal bag, monster, fomial excoriate 
©they were pilloried at school ridicule, jeer at, 
sneer at. deride, mock, scorn, make fun of, 
poke fun at, laugh at, scoff at, tease, taunt, rag. 
informal kid, rib, josh, take the mickey out of, N 
Amer mfonnal razz, pull someone’s chain 

pfillOW ► noun his head rested on the pilhrw cush 
ion, bolster, pad, headrest 

► verb she pillowed her head on folded arms cushion, 
cradle, iest, lay. support 

pilot ► noun ©a fighter pilot airman, airwoman, 
flyei, captain, commander, co-pilot, wingman, 
informal skippei„ N Amer mfomial jock, dated avi- 
ator, aeronaut See list © a harbour pilot naviga 
tor, helmsman, steersman, coxswain ©a pilot 
for a TV senes trial episode, sample, experi- 
ment 

► adjective a pilot project experimental, explora- 


PKote 

Akock, John (English) 

Bader, Douglas (English) 

Batten Jean (New Zeaf and) 
Bteriot Unite (French) 

Bong* Retard (American) 

Brow, Arthur Whitfe&($cpttkh) 

CuHjfci, <Sjvtn ( (Amei1cafi) 


Eariiert, Amelia (American) 
Hinkler, Herbert (Australian) 
Hughes* Howard (American) 
Johnson, Amy (English) 
Lindbergh, Charles (American) 
„ Nobile, Umberto (ftatian) 
Richthofen, Manfred von (the 
Red Baron*: German) 


Salnt-Exupery, Antoine de 
(French) 

Smith, Keith (Australian) 
Wright, Orville (American) 
Wright, Wilbur (American) 
Yeager. Chuck (American) 
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toiy, trial, test, sample, speculative, prelimin- 
ary 

► verb ©he piloted the jet to safety navigate, guide, 
manoeuvre, steer, control, direct, captain, 
shepherd, fly. aviate, drive, sail, informal skipper 
©the questionnaire has been piloted test, trial, 
try out, assess, investigate, examine, appraise, 
evaluate 

pimp ► noun procurer, procuress, brothel- 
keeper, madam. Bnt informal ponce, archaic bawd 

pimple ►noun spot, pustule, bleb, boil, swell- 
ing, eruption, blackhead, carbuncle, blister, 
(pimples) acne, informal whitehead, zit, Scottish 
informal plook, technical comedo, papule 

pin ►noun O fasten the hem wtth a pin tack. 
safety pin, nail, staple, fastener ©a broken pm 
in the machine bolt, peg, rivet, dowel, screw 
©they wore name pins badge, brooch 

► verb ©she pinned the brooch to her dress attach, 
fasten, affix, fix. tack, clip, join, secure ©they 
pinned him to the ground hold, piess, hold fast, 
hold down, restrain, pinion, immobilize ©they 
pinned the crime on him blame for, hold respon- 
sible for, attribute to, impute to. ascribe to, lay 
something at someone’s door, informal stick on 

■ pin someone/something down © our troops 
can pin down the enemy confine, trap, hem in. 
comei, close in, shut m. hedge in, pen in, re- 
strain, entangle, enmesh, immobilize ©she 
tried to pin him down to a plan constrain, make 
someone commit themselves, pressure, pres- 
surize, tie down, nail down ©it evoked a mem- 
ory but he couldn't pin it down define, put one’s 
fingei on. put into words, express, name, spe- 
cify. identify, pinpoint, place 

pinch ►verb ©he pinched my arm nip, tweak, 
squeeze, grasp ©my new shoes pinch my toes 
hurt, pam, squeeze, crush, cramp, be uncom- 
fortable ©/ scraped and punched to afford it 
economize, scnmp (and save), be sparing, be 
frugal, cut back, tighten one’s belt, retrench, 
cut one's coat according to one’s cloth, informal 
be stingy, be tight O (informal) he was pinched for 
dnnJc-dnvmg arrest, apprehend, take into cus- 
tody, detain, seize, catch, take in. haul in. infor- 
mal collar, nab, pick up, nin in. nick, bust, nail, 
do ©(flnf informal) you pinched his biscuits steal, 
thieve, take, snatch, pilfer, purloin, loot, informal 
swipe, rob. nab, lift, ‘liberate’, ’borrow’, filch, 
Bnt informal nick, half-inch, whip, knock off, 
nobble. N Amer informal heist 

► noun ©he gave her arm a pinch nip, tweak, 
squeeze ©a pinch of salt bit, touch, dash, spot, 
trace, soup^on. speck, taste, informal smidgen, 
tad 

■ at a pinch if necessary, if need be, in an 
emergency, just possibly, with difficulty, N 
Amer in a pinch, Bnt mfonnal at a push 

■ feel the pinch suffer hardship, be short of 
money, be poor, be impoverished 

pinched ► adjective their pinched faces strained, 
stressed, fraught, tense, taut, tired, worn, 
drained, sapped, wan, peaky, pale, grey, 
blanched, thin, drawn, haggard, gaunt 
-opposites healthy. 

pine ►verb ©I am pining away from love lan- 
guish, decline, weaken, waste away, wilt, 
wither, fade, sicken, droop, brood, mope, 
moon ©he was pining for his son ■ yearn, long, 
ache, sigh, hunger, languish, miss, mourn, 


lament, gneve over, shed tears for, bemoan, 
rue, eat one’s heart out over, informal itch. 

pinion ►verb hold down, pm down, restrain, 
hold fast, immobilize, tie, bind, truss (up), 
shackle, fetter, hobble, manacle, handcuff; infor- 
mal cuff 

pink ► adjective rose, rosy, rose, pale red, sal- 
mon. coral, flushed, blushing 

► noun (informal) she's in the pink of condition prime, 
perfection, best, finest, height, utmost, great- 
est, apex, zenith, acme, bloom 

■ In the pink ( informal) in good health, very 
healthy, m rude health, very well, hale and 
hearty, blooming, flourishing, thriving, vigor- 
ous, strong, lusty, robust, in fine fettle, (as) fit 
as a fiddle, in excellent shape 

pinnacle ►noun © pinnacles of rock peak, nee- 
dle, aiguille, hoodoo, crag, tor, summit, crest, 
apex, tip, Geology inselberg © the pinnacles of the 
clock tower turret, minaret, spire, fimal, shi- 
kara, mirador © the pinnacle of the sport high 
est level, peak, height, high point, top. apex, 
zenith, apogee, acme 
-opposites nadir 

pinpoint ► noun a pinpyotnt of light point, spot, 
speck, dot, speckle 

► adjective pinpoint accuracy precise, strict, exact, 
meticulous, scrupulous, punctilious, accurate, 
careful 

► verb pinpoint the cause of the trouble identify, de- 
termine, distinguish, discover, find, locate, de- 
tect, track down, spot, diagnose, recognize, pm 
down, home in on, put one’s finger on 

pioneer ►noun ©the pioneers of the Wild West 
settler, colonist, colonizer, frontiersman/ 
woman, explorer, trailblazer See list at ex 
plorer ©a pioneer of motoring developer, in- 
novator. trailblazer, ground-breaker, spearhead, 
founder, founding father, architect, creator 

► verb he pioneered the sale of insurance introduce, 
develop, evolve, launch, instigate, initiate, 
spearhead, institute, establish, found, be the 
father/mother of, originate, set m motion, cre- 
ate, lay the groundwork, prepare the way, 
blaze a trail, break new ground 

pious ►adjective ©a pious family religious, de 
vout, God-feanng, churchgoing, spiritual, pray- 
erful, holy, godly, saintly, dedicated, reverent, 
dutiful, righteous © a pnous platitude sanctimo 
nious, hypocritical, insincere, self-righteous, 
holier-than-thou, pietistic, churchy, informal 
goody-goody, Bnt informal pi ©a pious hope for 
lorn, vam, doomed, hopeless, desperate, un- 
likely, unrealistic 
-opposites irreligious, sincere 

pip* noun seed, stone, pit 

pipe ► noun ©a central-heating pipe tube, con- 
duit, hose, mam, duct, line, channel, pipeline, 
drain, tubing, piping, siphon ©he smokes a 
pipe briar (pipe), meerschaum, chibouk; hoo- 
kah, narghile, hubble-bubble, bong; Bnt 
churchwarden, Scottish & N English cutty ©she 
was playing a pipe: whistle, penny whistle, flute, 
recorder, fife; chanter. © regimental pipes and 
drums- bagpipes, uillean pipes; pan pipes. 

► vttb © the beer is piped into barrels' siphon, feed, 
channel, run, convey O programmes piped in 
from London: transmit, feed, patch, ©he heard a 
tune being piped, play on a pipe, tootle, whistle. 
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poetic/ literary f \ ute © a curlew piped chirp, cheep, 
chirrup, twitter, warble, tnll, peep, sing, shnll 

■ pipe down ( informal) be quiet, be silent, hush, 
stop talking, hold one’s tongue, informal shut up, 
shut one’s mouth, button it. button one’s lip, 
belt up. put a sock m it 

pipe dream ► noun fantasy, false hope, illu- 
sion, delusion, daydream, chimera, castle m 
the air, castle in Spain, informal pie in the sky 
pipeline ► noun a gas pipeline pipe, conduit, 
mam, line, duct, tube 

■ In the pipeline on the way, coming, forth- 
coming. upcoming, imminent, about to hap- 
pen, near, close, brewing, in the offing, in the 
wind 

pipsqueak ► noun ( mformaf) nobody, nonentity, 
insignificant person, non-person, cipher, small 
fry, upstart, stripling; informal squirt, whipper- 
snapper, N Amer informal picayune, archaic, informal 
dandiprat 

piquant ► adjective ©u piquant sauce spicy, 
tangy. peppery, hot, tasty, flavoursome, fla- 
vourfi.il, appetizing, savoury, pungent, sharp, 
tart, zesty, strong, salty 0 a piquant story intri 
guing, stimulating, interesting, fascinating, col- 
ourful, exciting, lively, spicy, provocative, racy, 
informal juicy 
-opposites bland, dull 

pique ► noun a Jit of pique irritation, annoy- 
ance, resentment, anger, displeasure, indigna 
tion. petulance, ill humour, vexation, exasper 
ation, disgruntlement. discontent, offence, um- 
brage 

► verb ©his ninosity was piqued stimulate. 
arouse, rouse, provoke, whet, awaken, excite, 
kindle, stir, galvanize ©she was piqued by his 
neglect irritate, annoy, bother, vex. displease, 
upset, offend, affront, anger, exasperate, infuri- 
ate. gall, irk, nettle, informal peeve, aggravate, 
miff, nle, bug. needle, get someone’s back up, 
hack off, get someone’s goat, Brit informal nark, 
give someone the hump, N Amer informal tick 
off, tee off 

piracy ► noun o piracy on the high seas robbery 
at sea, freebooting, archaic buccaneering © soft' 
ware piracy illegal copying, plagiarism, copy- 
right infringement, bootlegging 
pirate ► noun Qpirates boarded the ship free 
booter, marauder, raider, histoncal pnvateer, ar- 
chaic buccaneer, corsair © software pirates copy 
right infringer, plagiarist, plagianzer 

► verb designers may pirate good ideas reproduce 
illegally, copy illegally, plagiarize, poach, 
steal, appropriate, bootleg, informal cnb, lift, np 
off, Bnt informal nick, pinch 

pirouette ► noun she did a little pirouette spin, 
twirl, whirl, turn 

► verb she pirouetted before the mirror spin round, 
twirl, whirl, turn round, revolve, pivot 

pistol ► noun revolver, gun. handgun, side 
arm, automatic, six-shooter, thirty-eight, der- 
ringer, informal gat, N Amer informal piece, shoot- 
ing iron, trademark Colt, Luger 
pit 1 ► noun ©a pit in the ground hole, ditch, 
trench, trough, hollow, excavation, cavity , 
crater, pothole, shaft, mineshaft, ©pit closures 
coal mine, colliery, quarry © the pits in her shn 
pockmark, pock, hollow, indentation, depres- 
sion. dent, dint dimple. 

► verb ©his skin had been pitted by acne ■ mark, 


pockmark, scar, blemish, disfigure ©raindrops 
pitted the bare earth make holes in, make hol- 
lows in, dent, indent, dint 

■ pit somaona/somathlng against set 
against, match against, put m opposition to, 
put in competition with, compete with, con- 
tend with, vie with, wrestle with 

■ tha pits ( mformaf) the worst, the lowest of 
the low, rock bottom, extremely bad, awful, 
terrible, dreadful, deplorable, informal appalling, 
lousy, abysmal, dire, Bnt informal chronic 

pit 2 ► noun cherry pits stone, pip. seed 

pitch 1 ► noun © the pitch was unfit for cricket 
playing field, field, ground, sports field, sta- 
dium, arena, Bnt park ©her voice rose in pitch 
tone, timbre, key. modulation, frequency 
©the pitch of the roof gradient, slope, slant, 
angle, steepness, tilt, incline, inclination ©her 
anger reaihed such a pitch that she screamed level, 
intensity, point, degiee, height, extent Qa 
pitch of the ball throw, fling, hurl, toss, lob, de- 
livery, informal chuck, heave ©hi s sales pitch 
patter, talk, informal spiel, line ©street traders 
resenvd their pitches site, place, spot, station, 
Scottish stance, Bnt informal patch 

► verb ©he pitched the note into the fire throw, 
toss, fling, hurl, cast, lob, flip, propel, bowl, in- 
formal chuck, sling, heave, bung, N Amer informal 
peg. Austral informal hoy. NZ informal bish. dated 
shy ©he pitched overboard fall, tumble, top- 
ple, plunge, plummet ©they pitcried their tents 
put up, set up, erect, raise ©the boat pitched 
lurch, toss (about), plunge, roll, reel. sway, 
rock, keel, list, wallow, labour 

■ make a pitch for try to obtain, try to ac- 
quire, try to get. bid for. make a bid for 

a pitch In help (out), assist, lend a hand, join 
in, participate, contribute, do one’s bit, chip in, 
cooperate, collaborate, Bnt informal muck in 

■ pitch Into attack, turn on, lash out at. set 
upon, assault, fly at, tear into, weigh into, bela- 
bour, informal lay into, let someone have it, take 
a pop at. N Amer informal light into 

pitch 2 ► noun cement coated with pitch bitumen, 
asphalt, tar 

pitch-black ► adjective black, dark, pitch- 
dark, inky, jet-black, coal-black, jet, ebony, 
starless, moonless, poetic /literary Stygian 

pitcher ► noun JUG, ewer, jar, N Amer creamer. 
histoncal jorum 

piteous ► adjective sad, pitiful, pitiable, pathet- 
ic, heart-rending, heartbreaking, moving, 
touching, plaintive, poignant, forlorn, poor, 
wretched, miserable 

pitfall ► noun hazard, danger, nsk, peril, diffi- 
culty. catch, snag, stumbling block, drawback 

pith ► noun © the pith of the argument essence. 
main point, fundamentals, heart, substance, 
nub. core quintessence, crux, gist, meat, ker- 
nel, marrow, burden, informal nitty-gntty ©he 
writes with pith and exactitude, succinctness, 
conciseness, concision, pithiness, brevity; co- 
gency, weight, depth, force. 

pithy ► adjective succinct, terse, concise, com- 
pact, short (and sweet), brief, condensed, to the 
point, epigrammatic, crisp, thumbnail; signifi- 
cant, meaningful, expressive, telling, formal 
compendious. 

-opposites verbose. 
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pitiful ► adjective ©u child in a pitiful state dis 
tressing, sad, piteous, pitiable, pathetic, 
heart-rending, heartbreaking, moving, touch- 
ing, tear-jerking, plaintive, poignant, forlorn, 
poor, sorry, wretched, abject, miserable ©a 
pitiful £50 a month paltry, miserable, meagre, 
insufficient, trifling, negligible, pitiable, deri- 
sory, informal pathetic, measly, piddling, mingy, 
Bnt informal poxy ©his performance was pitiful 
dreadful, awful, temble, lamentable, hopeless, 
poor, bad, feeble, pitiable, woeful, inadequate, 
below par, deplorable, laughable, informal path- 
etic, useless, appalling, lousy, abysmal, dire 
pitiless ► adjective merciless, unmerciful, un- 
pitying, ruthless, cruel, heartless, remorseless, 
hard-hearted, cold-hearted, harsh, callous, se- 
veie, unsparing, unforgiving, unfeeling, uncar- 
ing, unsympathetic, uncharitable, brutal, in- 
human, inhumane, barbaric, sadistic 
-opposites merciful 

pittance ► noun A tiny amount, next to noth- 
ing. very little, mfomial peanuts, chicken feed, 
slave wages, N Amer informal chump change 
pitted ► adjective ©his skin was pitted 
pockmarked, pocked, scaned, marked, blem- 
ished ©the pitted lane potholed, rutted, rutty, 
holey, bumpy, rough, uneven 
-opposing smooth 

pity ► noun ©u voue full of pity compassion, 
commiseration, condolence, sympathy, fellow 
feeling, understanding, sorrow, regret, sadness 
©it's a pity he never had children shame, sad 
thing, bad luck, misfortune, informal crime, 
bummer, sin 

-opposiifs indifference, cruelty 

► verb they pitied me feel sorry for, feel for, 
sympathize with, empathize with, commiserate 
with, take pity on, be moved by. condole with, 
grieve for 

■ take pity on feel sorry for, relent, be com- 
passionate towards, be sympathetic towards, 
have mercy on, help (out), put someone out of 
then misery 

pivot ► noun ©the machine turns on a pivot ful 
crum, axis, axle, swivel, pin, shaft, hub, spin- 
dle, hinge, kingpin, gudgeon, ©the pivot oj gov- 
ernment policy centre, focus, hub. heart, nu- 
cleus, crux, keystone, cornerstone, linchpin, 
kingpin 

► verb ©the panel pivots inwards rotate, turn, 
swivel, revolve, spin ©it all pivoted on his re- 
sponse depend, lunge, turn, centie, hang, rely, 
rest, revolve around 

pivotal ► adjective central, crucial, vital, critic- 
al, focal, essential, key. decisive 
pixie ► noun elf, fairy, sprite, imp, brownie, 
puck, leprechaim, poetic /literary faerie, fay 
placard ► noun notice, poster, sign, bill, adver- 
tisement, banner, informal ad. Bnt informal advert 
placate ►verb pacify, calm, appease, mollify, 
soothe, win over, conciliate, propitiate, make 
peace with, humour, Austral jNZ square someone 
off 

-opposites provoke 

place ►noun ©an ideal place for dinner, loca- 
tion, site, spot, setting, position, situation, 
area, region, locale; venue; technical locus ©for- 
eign places : country, state, area, region, town, 
city, locality, district, poetic/ literary clime, ©a 
place of her own home, house, flat, apartment; 


accommodation, property, pied-a-terre, rooms, 
quarters, informal pad, digs, Bnt informal gaff, formal 
residence, abode, dwelling (place), domicile, 
habitation Qtf I were in your place, I'd agree 
situation, position, circumstances, informal 
shoes © a place was reserved for her seat, chair, 
space 01 offered him a place in the company, job, 
position, post, appointment, situation, office, 
employment ©/ know my place status, pos- 
ition, standing, rank, niche, dated estate, sta- 
tion © it was not her place to sort it out • respon- 
sibility. duty, job, task, role, function, concern, 
affair, charge; nght, privilege, prerogative 
► verb ©books were placed on the table put (down), 
set (down), lay, deposit, position, plant, rest, 
stand, station, situate, leave, informal stick, 
dump, bung, park, plonk, pop. N Amer informal 
plunk © the trust you placed in me put. lay, set, 
invest ©a survey placed the company sixth rank, 
order, grade, class, classify, categorize, put, set, 
assign O Joe couldn't quite place her identify, 
recognize, remember, put a name to. pin 
down, locate, pinpoint ©we were placed with 
foster-parents accommodate, house, allocate, as- 
sign, appoint 

■ in place © the veil was held in place bv pearls 
in position, in situ ©the plans are in place 
ready, set up. all set. established, arranged, in 
order 

■ In place of instead of. rather than, as a sub- 
stitute for. as a replacement for, in exchange 
for, in lieu of, in someone’s stead 

■ out of place ©she never had a hair out of 
place out of position, out of order, m disarray, 
disarranged, in a mess, messy, topsy-turvy, 
muddled ©he said something out of place in 
appropriate, unsuitable, unseemly, improper, 
untoward, out of keeping, unbecoming, wrong 
©she seemed out of place in a launderette incon 
gruous, out of one’s element, like a fish out of 
water, uncomfortable, uneasy 

■ put someone in their place humiliate, take 
down a peg or two. deflate, crush, squash, 
humble, informal cut down to size, settle 
someone’s hash. N Amer mfonnal make someone 
eat crow 

■ take place happen, occur, come about, tran- 
spire, crop up, materialize, arise, N Amer infor- 
mal go down, poetic ( literary come to pass, befall, 
betide 

■ take the place of replace, stand m for, 
substitute for, act for, fill in for, cover for, re- 
lieve 

placement ►noun ©the placement of the 
chairs positioning, placing, arrangement, pos- 
ition, deployment, location, disposition 
© teaching placements job, post, assignment, 
posting, position, appointment, engagement 

placid ► adjective ©she’s normally very placid 
even-tempered, calm, tranquil, equable, 
equammous, unexcitable, serene, mild, (cool, 
calm, and collected}, composed, self-possessed, 
poised, easy-going, level-headed, steady, unruf- 
fled, unperturbed, phlegmatic; informal unflap- 
pable ©a placid village • quiet, calm, tranquil, 
still, peaceful, undisturbed, restful, sleepy. 
-opposites excitable, bustling. 

plagiarism ►noun copying, infringement of 
copyright, piracy, theft, stealing; informal crib- 
bing. 
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plagiarize ► verb COPY, infringe the copyright 
of, pirate, steal, poach, appropriate, informal np 
off, cnb, ‘borrow’, Bnt informal pinch, nick 

plague ► noun Q they died of the plague bubonic 
plague, pneumonic plague, the Black Death, 
disease, sickness, epidemic, dated contagion, ar- 
chaic pestilence ©a plague of cat fleas infest 
ation, epidemic, invasion, swarm, multitude, 
host 0 theft is the plague of restaurants bane, 
curse, scourge, affliction, blight See list 

► verb Qhe was plagued by poor health afflict, be- 
devil, torment, trouble, beset, dog. curse ©he 
plagued her with questions pester, harass, 
badger, bother, torment, persecute, bedevil, 
harry, hound, trouble, irritate, nag, annoy, vex, 
molest, informal hassle, bug. aggravate, N English 
informal mither, N Amer mfonnal devil 


The Ten Biblical Plagues of 


Egypt 

water into 

flies 

locusts 

blood 

cattle 

darkness 

frogs 

boils 

death of 

lice 

hail 

firstborn 


plain ► adjective © it was plain that something was 
wrong obvious, (crystal) clear, evident, appai 
enc. manifest, patent, discernible, perceptible, 
noticeable, recognizable, unmistakable, trans- 
parent, pronounced, marked, striking, con- 
spicuous, self-evident, indisputable, as plain as 
a pikestaff, wilt large, informal standing/sticking 
out like a sore thumb, standing/sticking out a 
mile © plain knglish intelligible, comprehen- 
sible, understandable, clear, coherent, uncom- 
plicated, lucid, unambiguous, simple, straight- 
forward, user-friendly, formal perspicuous 
Qpluin speaking candid, frank, outspoken, 
forthright, direct, honest, truthful, blunt, bald, 
explicit, unequivocal, informal upfront ©a plain 
dress simple, ordinary, unadorned, unembel- 
lished, unomamented, unostentatious, unfiissy, 
homely, basic, modest, unsophisticated, with- 
out frills, restrained, muted, everyday, work- 
aday 0a plain girl unattractive, unprepos- 
sessing, ugly, ill-favoured, unlovely, ordinary, N 
Amer homely, informal not much to look at, Bnt 
informal no oil painting Qit was plain bad luck 
sheer, pure, downright, out-and-out, unmiti- 
gated 

-opposites obscure, fancy, attractive, preten- 
tious 

► adverb thts is just plain stupid downright, utterly, 
absolutely, completely, totally, really, thor- 
oughly, positively, simply, unquestionably, un- 
deniably; informal plumb 

► noun the plains of North America grassland, 
flatland, lowland, pasture, meadowland, 
praine. savannah, steppe, tableland, tundra, 
pampas, veld. 

plain-spoken ►adjective candid, frank, out- 
spoken, forthright, direct, honest, truthful, 
open, blunt, straightforward, explicit, un- 
equivocal, unambiguous, not afraid to call a 
spade a spade, informal upfront 
-opposites evasive. 

plaintive ►adjective mournful, sad, wistful, 
doleful, pathetic, pitiful, piteous, melancholy, 


sorrowful, unhappy, wretched, woeful, forlorn, 
woebegone, poetic / literary dolorous 

plan ►noun © Q plan for ratsing money scheme, 
idea, proposal, proposition, suggestion, project, 
programme, system, method, procedure, strat- 
egy, stratagem, formula, recipe, way. means, 
measure, tactic ©her plan was to win a medal 
intention, aim, idea, intent, objective, object, 
goal, target, ambition © plans for the clubhouse 
blueprint, drawing, diagram, sketch, layout, ll 
lustration, representation, N Amer plat 

► verb ©plan your route tn advance organize, ai- 
range, work out, design, outline, map out. pre 
pare, schedule, formulate, frame, develop, de- 
vise, concoct, plot, scheme hatch, brew, N 
Amer slate ©he plans to buy a house intend, 
aim, propose, mean, hope, want, wish, desire, 
envisage, formal purpose Ql'm planning a new 
garden design, draw up. sketch out, map out, 
N Amer plat 

plane 1 ►noun Qa horizontal plane flat sur 
face, level suiface, the flat, horizontal ©u 
higher plane of achievement level, degree, stand- 
ard. stiatum, position, rung, echelon 

► adjective a plane surface flat, level, horizontal, 
even, smooth, regular, uniform, technical planai 

► verb ©seagulls planed overhead soar, glide, 
float, drift, wheel © boats planed across the 
water skim, glide 

plane 2 ►noun the plane look off aircraft, an- 
liner, jet, jetliner, flying machine, Bnt aero- 
plane. N Amer airplane, ship See list at air 

CRAFT 

planet ► noun celestial body, heavenly body, 
satellite, moon, earth, asteroid, planetoid, 
poetic/ literary orb See list 

Planets and Their Satellites 


PLANET 

SATELLITES 

Mercury 

— 

Venus 

— 

Earth 

Moon 

Mars 

Phobos, Deimos 

Jupiter 

Metis, Adrastea, Amatthea, Thebe, lo. 
Europe, Ganymede, Callisto, Leda, 
Himalia, Lysithea, Elara, Ananke, 
Carme, Pasiphae, Sinope 

Saturn 

Atlas, Prometheus, Pandora. 


Epimetheus, janus, Mimas. Enceladus. 
Tethys, TeJesto, Calypso, Dionc, 

Helene, Rhea, Titan, Hyperion. 

Impetus, Phoebe 

Uranus Cordelia, Ophelia, Bianca, Cressida, 

Desdemona, Juliet Portia. Rosalind. 
Belinda, Puck, Miranda, Ariel, 

Umbrfel, Titania, Oberon 
Neptune Naiad, Thaiassa, Despina, Galatea, 

Larissa. Proteus, Triton, Nereid 
Pluto Charon 

plangent ►adjective (poetic /literary) melancholy, 
mournful, plaintive, sonorous, resonant, loud 
plank ► noun board, floorboard, timber, stave 
planning ► noun preparation(s). organization, 
arrangement, design, forethought, ground- 
work. 

plant ► noun Qgarden plants, flower, vegetable, 
herb, shrub, weed, (plants) vegetation, green- 
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ery, flora, herbage, verdure See lists here and at 

FLOWER, FRUIT, FUNGUS, GRASS, NUT, POISON, 

tree, vegetable ©a CIA plant spy, inform- 
ant, informer, (secret) agent, mole, infiltrator, 
operative, N Amer informal spook ©the plant 
commenced production factory, works, foundry, 
mill, workshop, yard, archaic manufactory 
-relatbd terms phyto-, -phyte 
► verb ©plant the seeds this autumn sow, scatter, 
seed, bed out, transplant Qhe planted his feet on 
the ground place, put, set, position, situate, set- 
tle, informal plonk ©she planted the idea in his 
mind instil, implant, impress, imprint, put, 
place, introduce, fix, establish, lodge ©letters 
were planted to embarrass them hide, conceal, se- 
crete 


Types of Plant 


algae 

ferns 

liverworts 

angiospemns 

fungi 

mosses 

bryophytes 

gymnosperms 

pteridophytes 

conifers 

homworts 

vascular plants 

cycads 

horsetails 

dubmosses 

lichens 



Parts of a Plant 


bark leaf 

stem 

flower phloem 

stoma 

fruit root 

tap root 

guard cell root cap 

vascular bundle 

lateral root root hair 

xylem 


plaque ►noun plate, tablet, panel, sign, pla- 
quette, cartouche, Brit brass 

plaster ►noun ©the plaster covering the bricks 
plasterwork, stucco, pargeting, trademark Artex 
©a statuette made of plaster plaster of Paris, 
gypsum © waterproof plasters sticking plaster,* 
(adhesive) dressing, bandage, trademark Elasto- 
plast, Band-Aid 

► verb © bread plastered with butter cover thickly, 
smother, spread, smear, cake, coat ©his hair 
was plastered down with sweat flatten (down), 
smooth down, slick down 

plastic ►adjective ©at high temperatures the 
rocks become plastic malleable, mouldable, pli- 
able. pliant, ductile, flexible, soft, workable, 
bendable, informal bendy ©the plastic minds of 
children impressionable, malleable, receptive, 
pliable, pliant, flexible, compliant, tractable, 
biddable, persuadable, susceptible, manipu- 
late ©a plastic smile artificial, false, fake, 
superficial, pseudo, bogus, unnatural, insin- 
cere, informal phoney, pretend 
-opposites rigid, intractable, genuine 

plate ► noun ©a dinner plate dish, platter, sal- 
ver. paten, histoncal trencher, archaic charger ©a 
plate of spaghetti plateful, helping, portion, 
serving. © steel plates, panel, sheet, layer, pane, 
slab ©a brass plate on the door plaque, sign, 
tablet, plaquette, cartouche, Brit brass ©the 
book has colour plates' picture, print, illustration, 
photograph, photo 

► verb the roof was plated wtth steel cover, coat, 
overlay, laminate, veneer; electroplate, galvan- 
ize, gild. 


plateau ►noun ©a windswept plateau, upland, 
tableland, plain, mesa, highland ©prices 
reached a plateau, quiescent penod, let-up, res- 
pite, lull 

platform ► noun © he made a speech from the 
platform, stage, dais, rostrum, podium, soap- 
box ©the Democratic Party’s platform policy, 
programme, party line, manifesto, plan, prin- 
ciples. objectives, aims 

platitude ► noun cliche, truism, common- 
place, banality, old chestnut, bromide 

platitudinous ►adjective hackneyed, over- 
worked, overused, chched, banal, tnte, com- 
monplace. well worn, stale, tired, unoriginal, 
informal corny, old hat 
-opposites original 

platonic ►adjective non-sexual, non-physical, 
chaste, intellectual, fnendly 
-opposites sexual 

platoon ► noun unit, patrol, troop, squad, 
squadron, team, company, corps, outfit, de- 
tachment, contingent 

platter ►noun plate, dish, salver, paten, tray, 
histoncal trencher, archaic charger 

plaudits ►plural noun praise, acclaim, com- 
mendation, congratulations, accolades, compli- 
ments, cheers, applause, tributes, bouquets, a 
pat on the back, informal a (big) hand 
-opposites criticism 

plausible ►adjective credible, reasonable, be- 
lievable. likely, feasible, tenable, possible, con- 
ceivable, imaginable, convincing, persuasive, 
cogent, sound, rational, logical, thinkable 
— opposi 1 es unlikely 

Play ► verb © the children played with toys amuse 
oneself, entertain oneself, enjoy oneself, have 
fun, relax, occupy oneself, divert oneself, frolic, 
frisk, romp, caper, informal mess about/around, 
lark (about/around), dated sport ©I used to play 
football take part in, participate m, be involved 
m, compete in, do © Liverpool play Oxford on 
Sunday compete against, take on, challenge, 
vie with Qhe was to play Macbeth act (the part 
of), take the role of, appear as, portray, depict, 
impersonate, represent, render, perform, formal 
personate © he learned to play the flute perform 
on. make music on, blow, sound Qthe sunlight 
played on the water dance, flit, npple, touch, 
sparkle, glint 

► noun © a balance between work and play amuse 
ment, entertainment, relaxation, recreation, di- 
version, distraction, leisure, enjoyment, pleas- 
ure, fun, games, fun and games, horseplay, 
merrymaking, revelry, informal living it up, dated 
sport ©a Shakespeare play drama, theatrical 
work, production, performance, show, sketch 
See lists here and at SHAKESPEARE, ©she knew the 
play of the real world ■ action, activity, operation, 
working, function, interaction, interplay 
O there was a little play in the rope • movement, 
slack, give, room to manoeuvre, scope, lati- 
tude 

■ play around ( informal) womanize, philander, 
have affairs, flirt, informal cany on, mess about/ 
around, play the field, sleep around; Brit Informal 
play away, N Amer informal fool around 

■ play at pretend to be, pass oneself off as. 
masquerade as, profess to be, pose as, imper- 
sonate, fake, feign, simulate, affect; N. Amer. iry 
formal make like. 
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■ play ball (informal) cooperate, collaborate, 
play the game, show willing, help, lend a 
hand, assist, contribute, informal pitch in 

■ play something down make light of, make 
little of. gloss over, de-emphasize, downplay, 
understate, soft-pedal, tone down, diminish, 
trivialize, underrate, underestimate, under- 
value, disparage, belittle, scoff at, sneer at, 
shrug off, informal pooh-pooh 

■ play for time stall, temporize, delay, hold 
back, hang fire, procrastinate, drag one’s feet 

■ play it by ear improvise, extemporize, ad 
lib, make it up as one goes along, think on 
one’s feet, informal busk it, wing it 

■ play on they play on our fears exploit, take 
advantage of, use, turn to (one's) account, 
profit by, capitalize on, trade on, milk, abuse 

■ play the fool clown about/around, fool 
about/around, mess about/around, lark about/ 
around, monkey about/around, joke, informal 
horse about/ around, act the goat, Bnt informal 
muck about/around 

■ play the game play fa.r, be fair, play by the 
rules, conform, be a good sport, toe the line 

■ play up ( Bnt informal) Q the hovs really did play 
up misbehave, be bad, be naughty, get up to 
mischief, be disobedient, cause trouble Qthe 
holler’s playing up malfunction, not work, be 
defective, be faulty, informal go on the blink, act 
up ©/us leg was playing up be painful, hurt, 
ache, be sore, cause discomfort, informal kill 
someone, give someone gyp 

■ play something up emphasize, accentuate, 
call attention to, point up. underline, high- 
light, spotlight, foreground, feature, stress, ac- 
cent 

■ play up to ingratiate oneself with, curry fa- 
vour with, court, fawn over, make up to, keep 
someone sweet, toady to, crawl to. pander to, 
flatter, informal soft-soap, suck up to. butter up. 
lick someone’s boots 


Types of Play and Drama 

See also theatre. 


antimasque 

Greek drama 

mystery piay 

burlesque 

harlequinade 

nativity play 

closet play 

improvisation 

Noh 

comedy 

kabukl 

pantomime 

comedy of 

kitchen-sink 

passion piay 

manners 

drama 

psychodrama 

commedla 

kyogen 

school drama 

deil'arte 

masque 

sociodrama 

docudrama 

melodrama 

teleplay 

dumbshow 

mime 

tragedy 

duologue 

miracle play 

tragicomedy 

fabofa 

monodrama 

two-hander 

farce 

morality play 

verse drama 

Grand 

mummers* play 


Guignoi 

music drama 


playboy ► 

noun socialite, pleasure-seeker. 


ante, ladies’ man, womanizer, philanderer, 
rake, roue; informal lady killer, 

player ► noun ©a tournament for young players 
participant, contestant, competitor, contender, 
sportsman/woman, athlete, ©the players in the 
orchestra: musician, performer, instrumentalist, 
soloist, virtuoso. See lists at jazz, instrumental 
ist, musician, ©the players of the Royal Shake - 


speare Company . actor, actress, performer, thes- 
pian, entertainer, artist(e), trouper 

playful ► adjective Qa playful mood frisky, 
jolly, lively, full of fun, sportive, high-spinted, 
exuberant, perky, mischievous, impish, rascal- 
ly, tncksy, informal full of beans, poetic /literary frol- 
icsome, dated gay, formal ludic ©a playful re- 
mark light-hearted, in jest, joking, jokey, teas- 
ing, humorous, jocular, good-natured, tongue- 
in-cheek, facetious, frivolous, flippant, arch, in- 
formal waggish 
-opposites senous 

playground ► noun play area, park, playing 
field, recreation ground, Brit informal rec 

playmate ►noun friend, playfellow, compan- 
ion, informal chum, pal, Bnt informal mate, N Amer 
informal buddy 

plaything ► noun TOY, game 

playwright ► noun dramatist, dramaturge, 
scriptwriter, screenwriter, writer, scenarist, tra- 
gedian See list at dramatist 

plea ►noun Qu plea for aid appeal, entreaty, 
supplication, petition, request, call, suit, solici- 
tation ©her plea of a headache was unconvincing 
claim, explanation, defence, justification, ex- 
cuse. pretext 

plead ►verb ©he pleaded with her to stay beg, 
implore, entreat, appeal to, supplicate, peti- 
tion, request, ask, call on. poetic / literary beseech 
©sht j pleaded ignorance claim, use as an excuse, 
assert, allege, argue, state 

pleasant ►adjective ©a pleusant evening en 
joyable. pleasurable, nice, agreeable, pleasing, 
satisfying, gratifying, good, entertaining, amus- 
ing, delightful, charming, fine, balmy, informal 
lovely, great ©the staff are pleasant friendly. 
agreeable, amiable, nice, genial, cordial, like- 
able, amicable, good-humoured, good-natured, 
personable, hospitable, approachable, gracious, 
courteous, polite, obliging, helpful, consider- 
ate, charming, lovely, delightful, sweet, sympa- 
thetic, N English & Scottish canny, Scottish couthy 
-opposites disagreeable 

pleasantry ►noun ©wt' exchanged pleasantries 
banter, badinage, polite remark, casual ie- 
mark, N Amer informal josh ©he laughed at his 
own pleasantry joke, witticism, quip, jest, gag, 
bon mot, informal wisecrack, crack 
please ►verb ©he’d do anything to please her 
make happy, give pleasure to, make someone 
feel good, delight, charm, amuse, entertain, 
satisfy, gratify, humour, oblige, content, suit, 
informal tickle someone pink Qdo os you please 
like, want, wish, desire, see fit, think fit, 
choose, will, prefer 
-opposites annoy 

► adverb please sit down if you please, if you 
wouldn’t mind, if you would be so good, kind- 
ly, pray, archaic pnthee 

pleased ► adjective happy, glad, delighted, 
gratified, grateful, thankful, content, content- 
ed, satisfied, thrilled, elated, overjoyed, cock-a- 
hoop; informal over the moon, tickled pink, on 
cloud nine, Bnt informal chuffed, N English informal 
made up; Austral informal wrapped, humorous 
gruntled. 

-opposites unhappy 

pleasing ►adjective ©a pleasing day. nice, 
agreeable, pleasant, pleasurable, satisfying. 
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gratifying, good, enjoyable, entertaining, amus- 
ing, delightful, informal lovely, great © her pleas- 
ing manner friendly, amiable, pleasant, agree- 
able, affable, nice, genial, likeable, good- 
humoured. charming, engaging, delightful, in- 
formal lovely 

pleasurable ► adjective pleasant, enjoyable, 
delightful, nice, pleasing, agreeable, gratifying, 
fun, entertaining, amusing, diverting, informal 
lovely, great 

pleasure ► noun Q she smiled with pleasure hap 
piness, delight, joy, gladness, glee, satisfaction, 
gratification, contentment, enjoyment, amuse- 
ment ©his greatest pleasures in life joy, amuse- 
ment, diversion, recreation, pastime, treat, 
thrill 0 don't mix business and pleasure enjoy 
ment, lun, entertainment, lecreation, leisure, 
relaxation, informal jollies Qa h/e of pleasure he 
donism, indulgence, self-indulgence, self-gratifi- 
cation, lotus-eatmg 0 what's your pleasure? 
wish, desire, preference, will, inclination, 
choice 

■ take pleasure In enjoy, delight in. love, 
like, adore, appreciate, relish, savour, level in. 
glory in, informal get a kick out of, get a thrill 
out of 

■ with pleasure gladly, willingly, happily, 
readily, by all means, of course, archaic fain 

pleat ►noun a curtain pleat fold, crease, 
gather, tuck, crimp, puckei 

► verb the dress is pleated at the front fold, crease, 
gather, tuck, crimp, pucker 

plebeian ►noun plebeians and gentry lived to- 
gether proletarian, commoner, working-class 
person worker, peasant, informal pleb, prole 
-opposuts aristociat 

► adjective Q people of plebeian descent lower- 
class. working-class, pioletanan, common, 
peasant, mean, humble, lowly 0 plebeian tastes 
uncultured, uncultivated, unrefined, lowbrow, 
philistine, uneducated, coarse, uncouth, com- 
mon. vulgar, informal plebby, Bnt informal non-U 
-opposites noble, refined 

plebiscite ►noun VOTE, referendum, ballot, 
poll 

pledge ►noun Qhis election pledge promise, 
undertaking, vow, word (of honour), commit- 
ment. assurance, oath, guaiantee 0he gave it 
as a pledge to a creditor surety, bond, security, 
collateral, guarantee, deposit 0 a pledge of my 
sincerity token, symbol, sign, earnest, mark, 
testimony, proof, evidence 

► verb Qhe pledged to root out corruption promise, 
vow, swear, undertake, engage, commit one- 
self, declare, affirm, avow ©they pledged £100 
million promise (to give), donate, contribute, 
give, put up, Bnt covenant 0hts home is pledged 
as security against the loan mortgage, put up as 
collateral, guarantee, pawn 

plenary ► adjective Q the council has plenary 
powers unconditional, unlimited, unrestricted, 
unqualified, absolute, sweeping, comprehen- 
sive; plenipotentiary 0 a plenary session of the 
parliament full, complete, entire 

plenipotentiary ►noun a plenipotentiary in 
Paris diplomat, dignitary, ambassador, minis- 
ter. emissdiy, charge d’affaires, envoy 

► adjective plenipotentiary powers See plenary sense 
1 


plenitude ► noun ( formal) abundance, lot, 
wealth, profusion, cornucopia, plethora, super- 
abundance, informal load, slew, heap, ton, Bnt in- 
formal shedload 

plenteous ►adjective {poetic /literary) See plenti 

FUL 

plentiful ► adjective abundant, copious, ample, 
profuse, nch. lavish, generous, bountiful, large, 
great, bumper, superabundant, inexhaustible, 
prolific, informal a gogo, galore, poetic/ literary 
plenteous 
-opposites scarce 

plenty ► noun times of plenty prosperity, afflu- 
ence, wealth, opulence, comfort, luxury, plenti- 
fulness, abundance, poetic/ literary plenteousness 

► pronoun there are plenty of books a lot of, many, 
a great deal of, a plethora of, enough (and to 
spare), no lack of, sufficient, a wealth of. infor- 
mal loads of, lots of, heaps of, stacks of, masses 
of, tons of, oodles of, scads of, a slew of 

plethora ►noun excess, abundance, super- 
abundance, surplus, glut, superfluity, surfeit, 
profusion, too many, too much, enough and to 

spare, informal more than one can shake a 

stick at 

-opposites dearth 

pliable ► adjective Q leather is pliable flexible, 
pliant, bendable, elastic, supple, malleable, 
workable, plastic, springy, ductile, informal 
bendy 0 pliable teenage minds malleable, im- 
pressionable, flexible, adaptable, pliant, com- 
pliant, biddable, tractable, yielding, amenable, 
susceptible, suggestible, persuadable, mampu 
lable, receptive 
-oppositfs rigid, obdurate 

pliant ► adjective. See pliable senses 1. 2 

plight ► noun predicament, difficult situation, 
due straits, trouble, difficulty, extremity, bind, 
informal dilemma, tight comer, tight spot, hole, 
pickle, jam, fix 

plod ►verb O Mum plodded wearily upstairs 
trudge, walk heavily, clump, stomp, tramp, 
lumber, slog, Bnt mfonmal trog 01 have to plod 
through the whole book wade, plough, trawl, toil, 
labour, informal slog 

plot ► noun Qa P^t to overthrow him conspir 
acy, intrigue, secret plan, machinations ©the 
plot oj her novel storyline, story, scenario, ac- 
tion, thread, formal diegesis 0 a three-acre plot 
piece of ground, patch, area, tract, acreage, Bnt 
allotment, N Amer lot, plat, N Amer & Austral /NZ 
homesite 

► verb Q he plotted their downfall plan, scheme, ar- 
range, organize, hatch, concoct, devise, dream 
up, informal cook up. 0hts brother was plotting 
against him- conspire, scheme, intrigue, col- 
lude, connive, machinate ©the fifty-three sites 
were plotted mark, chart, map, represent, 
graph 

plotter ►noun conspirator, schemer, intri- 
guer, machinator, planner. 

plough ►verb ©the fields were ploughed' till, 
furrow, harrow, cultivate, work, break up 
©the car ploughed into a lamp post • crash, 
smash, career, plunge, bulldoze, hurtle, can- 
non. run, drive; N Amer informal barrel, ©they 
ploughed through deep snow' trudge, plod, toil, 
wade, informal slog, Bnt informal trog. 
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ploy ► noun ruse, tactic, move, device, strata- 
gem, scheme, trick, gambit, plan, manoeuvre, 
dodge, subterfuge, wile, Bnt informal wheeze 

pluck ► verb Q he plucked a thread from his lapel 
remove, pick (off), pull (off/out), extract, take 
(off) ©she plucked at his T-shirt pull (at), tug 
(at), clutch (at), snatch (at), grab, catch (at), 
tweak, jerk, informal yank ©the turkeys are 
plucked deplume, remove the feathers from 
©she plucked the guitar strings strum, pick, 
thrum, twang, play pizzicato 

► noun the task took a lot of pluck courage, 
bravery, nerve, backbone, spine, daring, spirit, 
intrepidity, fearlessness, mettle, gnt. determin- 
ation, fortitude, resolve, stout-heartedness, 
dauntlessness, valour, heroism, audacity, infor- 
mal guts, spunk, gumption, Bnt informal bottle, N 
Amor informal moxie 

plucky ► adjective brave, couiageous, bold, dar- 
ing, fearless, intrepid, spirited, game, valiant, 
valorous, stout-hearted, dauntless, resolute, de- 
termined, undaunted, unflinching, audacious, 
unafiaid, doughty, mettlesome, informal gutsy, 
spunky 

-oppositfs timid 

plug ► noun ©she pulled out the plug stopper, 
bung, cork, seal, spigot, spile, N Amer stopple 
©u plug of tobacco wad, quid, twist, chew 
© (informal) a plug for his new book advertise 
ment, promotion, commercial, recommenda- 
tion, mention, good word, informal hype, push, 
putt, ad, boost, ballyhoo, Bnt informal advert 

► verb Qplug the holes stop (up), seal (up/ott), 
close (up/off), cork, stopper, bung, block (up/ 
off), fill (up), N Amer stopple © (informal) she 
plugged her new film publicize, promote, adver- 
tise. mention, bang the drum for, draw atten- 
tion to, informal hype (up), push, puff © (informal) 
don't move or III plug you shoot, gun down, infor- 
mal blast, pump full of lead 

■ plug away (/ informal) toil, labour, slave away, 
soldier on. persevere, persist, keep on. plough 
on, informal slog away, beaver away, peg away 

plum ►adjective ( informal ) a plum job excellent, 
very good, wonderful, marvellous, choice, first- 
class, informal great, terrific, cushy 

plumb 1 ► verb an attempt to plumb her psyche ex 
plore, probe, delve into, search, examine, in- 
vestigate, fathom, penetrate, understand 

► adverb Q [informal) it went plumb through the screen 
right, exactly, precisely, directly, dead, 
straight, informal (slap) bang QlN Amer informal ) 
he's plumb crazy utterly, absolutely, complete- 
ly, downright, totally, quite, thoroughly © (ar- 
chaic) the bell hangs plumb vertically, perpen- 
dicularly, straight down 

► adjective a plumb drop vertical, perpendicular, 
straight 

■ plumb the depths find, experience the ex- 
tremes, reach the lowest point, reach rock bot- 
tom 

plumb 2 ► verb he plumbed in the washing marhine 
install, put in. fit 

plume ► noun ostrich plumes feather, quill, Orni- 
thology plumule, covert 

■ plume oneself congratulate oneself, 
preen oneself, pat oneself on the back, pride 
oneself, boast about 

plummet ► verb ©the plane plummeted to the 
ground plunge, nosedive, dive, drop, fall, des- 


cend, hurtle Q share prices plummeted fall 
steeply, plunge, tumble, drop rapidly, go 
down, slump, informal crash, nosedive 

plummy ► adjective (Bnt informal) a plummy voice 
upper-class, refined, aristocratic, grand, Bnt 
Home Counties, Scottish Kelvinside, Moining- 
side, Bnt informal posh, Sloaney 

plump 1 ►adjective u plump child chubby, fat. 
stout, rotund, well padded, ample, round, 
chunky, portly, overweight, fleshy, paunchy, 
bulky, corpulent, informal tubby, roly-poly, 
pudgy, beefy, porky, blubbery, Bnt informal 
podgy, fubsy, N Amer informal zaftig, corn-fed 
-opposites thin 

plump 2 ► verb © Jack plumped down on to a < hair 
flop, collapse, sink, fall, drop, slump, informal 
plonk oneself, N Amer informal plank oneself 
©she plumped her bag on the table put (down), 
set (down), place, deposit, dump, stick, informal 
plonk, Bnt informal bung, N Amer informal plunk 
©/ plumped Jor a cream cake choose, decide on, 
go for, opt loi, pick settle on. select, take, 
elect 

plunder ►verb ©they plundered the countryside 
pillage, loot, 10b, laid, lansack, despoil, stup, 
ravage, lay waste, devastate, sack, lape 
©money plundered Jrom pension Junds steal, pur 
loin, thieve, seize, pillage, embezzle 

► noun © the plunder of the villages looting, pil- 
laging, plundenng, raiding, ransacking, devas- 
tation. sacking, poetic /literary lapine ©the army 
took huge quantities oj plunder booty, loot, stolen 
goods, spoils, ill-gotten gains, informal swag 

plunge ►verb © [o\ ilunged into the sea dive, 
jump, throw oneself vunch oneself ©the air- 
craft plunged to the gun. ad plummet, nosedive, 
drop, tall, pitch, lumNe, descend ©the car 
plunged down an alley charge, hurtle, careei, 
plough, cannon, tear, N Amer informal barrel 
O oil prices plunged fall sharply, plummet, 
drop, go down, tumble, slump, informal clash, 
nosedive ©he plunged the dagger into her back 
thrust, jab, stab, sink, stick, ram, drive, push, 
shove, force Q plunge the pears into water im 
merse, submerge, dip. dunk ©the room was 
plunged into darkness throw, cast, pitch 

► noun ©a plunge into the deep end dive, |ump, 
nosedive, fall, pitch, drop, plummet, descent 
©u plunge in profits fall, drop, slump, mfomial 
nosedive, crash 

■ take the plunge commit oneself, go foi it, 
throw caution to the wind(s), nsk it, informal 
jump in at the deep end, go foi broke 

plurality ► noun a plurality of theories wide var 
iety, diversity, range, lot, multitude, multiph 
city, galaxy, wealth, profusion, abundance, 
plethora, host, informal load, stack, heap, mass 

plus ►preposition ©three plus three makes six 
and, added to © he wrote four novels plus various 
poems as well as, together with, along with, in 
addition to, and, not to mention, besides 
-opposites minus 

► noun one of the pluses of the job advantage, good 
point, asset, pio, (fringe) benefit, bonus, extra, 
attraction, informal perk, formal perquisite 
-opposites disadvantage 

plush ►adjective (informal) luxurious, luxury, de 
luxe, sumptuous, palatial, lavish, opulent, mag- 
nificent, lush, nch, expensive, fancy, grand, Bnt 
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upmarket, informal posh, ritzy, swanky, classy, 
Bnt informal swish. N Amer informal swank 
-opposites austere 

plutocrat ► noun rich person, magnate, mil' 
lionaire, billionaire, multimillionaire, nouveau 
nche, informal tat cat, moneybags 

ply 1 ► verb Qthe gondolier plied his oar use, 
wield, work, manipulate, handle, operate, util- 
ize. employ Qhe plied a profitable trade engage 
in, carry on, pursue, conduct, practise, archaic 
prosecute 0 femes ply between all lake resorts go 
regularly, travel, shuttle, go back and forth 
Oshe plied me with sl ones provide, supply, lav- 
ish. shower, regale ©he plied her with questions 
bombard, assail, beset, pestei, plague, harass, 
importune, informal hassle 

ply 2 ► noun u three-ply tissue layer, thickness, 
strand, sheet, leaf 

poach ►verb ©he's been poaching salmon hunt 
illegally, catch illegally, steal ©workers were 
poached bv other firms steal, appropriate, pur- 
loin, take, informal nab, swipe, Bnt informal nick, 
pinch 

pocket ►noun Qu bag with two pockets pouch, 
compartment ©the jewellery was bevond het 
pocket means, budget, iesources. finances, 
funds, money, wherewithal, N Amer pocket 
book ©podcets of disafjectum (isolated) area, 
patch, region, island, cluster, centie 

► adjective a pocket dictionary small, little, mini- 
ature, mini, compact, concise, abridged, potted, 
portable, N Amer vest-pocket 

► verb he pocketed $ 900,000 of their mone\' steal, 
take, appropriate, thieve, purloin, misappropri- 
ate, embezzle, informal filch, swipe, snaffle, Bnt 
informal pinch, nick, whip 

pockmark ► noun scar, pit, pock, mark, 
blemish 

pod ► noun shell, husk, hull, case, N Amer 
shuck. Botany pericarp, capsule 

podgy ►adjective {Bnt informal) chubby, plump, 
fat, stout, rotund, well padded, ample, round, 
chunky, portly, overweight, fleshy, paunchy, 
bulky, corpulent, mfonnal tubby, roly-poly, 
pudgy, beefy, porky, blubbery, N Amer informal 
zaftig, corn-fed 
-opposites thin 

podium ► noun platform, stage, dais, rostrum, 
stand, soapbox 

poem ► noun verse, rhyme, piece of poetry, 
song, verselet See list 

poet ► noun writer of poetry, versifier, rhyme- 
ster, rhymer, sonneteer, lyricist, lynst, lame- 
ate, poetic/ literary bard, derogatory poetaster, histonc- 
al troubadour, balladeer. archaic rhymist See list 

poetic ►adjective Q poetic compositions poetic- 
al, verse, metrical, lyncal, lyric, elegiac Q poet- 
ic language expressive, figurative, symbolic, 
flowery, artistic, elegant, fine, beautiful, sensi- 
tive, imaginative, creative 

poetry ► noun poems, verse, versification, met- 
rical composition, rhymes, balladry, archaic 
poesy See lists here and at verse 

pogrom ► noun massacre, slaughter, mass 
murder, annihilation, extermination, decima- 
tion, carnage, bloodbath, bloodletting, butch- 
ery, genocide, holocaust, ethnic cleansing 


Types of Poem 


aubade 

epode 

prothalamion 

ballad 

epyllion 

quatorzain 

ballade 

georgic 

renga 

bucolic 

ghazal 

rondeau 

chanson 

haiku 

roundel 

clerihew 

idyll 

roundelay 

dirge 

lay 

saga 

dithyramb 

limerick 

sapphics 

dramatic 

lyric 

satire 

monologue 

madrigal 

sestina 

eclogue 

monody 

sonnet 

elegy 

nursery 

tanka 

encomium 

rhyme 

threnody 

epic 

ode 

triolet 

epigram 

palinode 

vilanelle 

epithalamlum 

pastoral 

virelay 


poignancy ► noun pathos, pitifulness, pit 
eousness, sadness, sorrow, moumtulness. 
wretchedness, misery, tragedy 

poignant ► adjective touching, moving, sad. af- 
fecting, pitiful, piteous, pathetic, sorrowful, 
mournful, wretched, miserable, distressing, 
heart-rending, tear-jerkmg, plaintive, tragic 

point 1 ► noun Qthe point of a needle tip, (sharp) 
end, extiemity, prong, spike, tine, mb, baib 
© points of light pinpoint, dot, spot, speck, 
fleck ©u meeting point place, position, loca- 
tion, site, spot, area Qthis point in her life time, 
stage, juncture, period, phase Qthe tension had 
reached such a high point level, degiee, stage, 
pitch, extent Qan important point detail, item, 
fact, thing, argument, consideration, factor, 
element, subject, issue, topic, question, mattei 
Qget to the point heart of the matter, most 
important part, essence, nub, keynote, core, 
pith, crux, meaning, significance, gist, sub- 
stance, thrust, burden, relevance, informal brass 
tacks, nitty-gritty © what’s the point of this 7 pur 
pose. aim. object, objective, goal, intention, 
use, sense, value, advantage Qhe had his good 
points attribute, characteristic, feature, trait, 
quality, property, aspect, side 
► verb © she pointed the gun at him aim, direct, 
level, train Qthe evidence pointed to his guilt in 
dicate, suggest, evidence, signal, signify, de- 
note, bespeak, reveal, manifest 

■ beside the point irrelevant, immaterial, 
unimportant, neither here nor there, inconse- 
quential, incidental, out of place, unconnected, 
peripheral, tangential, extraneous 

■ In point of fact in fact, as a matter of fact, 
actually, in actual fact, really, in reality, as it 
happens, in truth 

■ make a point of make an effort to. go out 
of one’s way to, put emphasis on 

■ on the point of (just) about to. on the 
verge of, on the brink of, going to, all set to 

■ point of view opinion, view, belief, attitude, 
feeling, sentiment, thoughts, position, perspec- 
tive, viewpoint, standpoint, outlook 

■ point something out identify, show, desig- 
nate, draw attention to. indicate, specify, de- 
tail, mention. 

■ point something up emphasize, highlight, 
draw attention to, accentuate, underline, spot- 
light, foreground, put emphasis on, stress, play 
up, accent, bring to the fore. 
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Acock, Fleur (New Zealand) 
Akhmatova, Anna (Russian) 
Alcaeus (Greek) 

Anacreon (Greek) 

Angelou, Maya (American) 
Apollinaire, Guillaume (Wilhelm 
de Kostrowitzki; French) 
Archilochus (Greek) 

Ariosto. Ludovico (Italian) 

Arnold, Matthew (English) 

Auden, W. H. (American) 

Baraka, Imamu Amiri (American) 
Barbour. John (Scottish) 

Bashd Matsuo (Matsuo Munefusa; 
Japanese) 

Baudelaire, Charles (French) 
Baxter. James (New Zealand) 
Belloc, Hilaire (British, b. in 
France) 

Betjeman, John (English) 

Bishop. Elizabeth (American) 
Blake, William (English) 

Blok. Aleksandr (Russian) 

Blunden, Edmund (English) 
Borges. Jorge (Argentinian) 
Breton. Andrt (French) 

Bridges, Robert (English) 

Brodsky. Joseph (American, b. in 
Russia) 

Bronte. Emily (English) 

Brooke, Rupert (English) 
Browning, Elizabeth Barrett 
(English) 

Browning, Robert (English) 

Bunin, Ivan (Russian) 

BOrger, Gottfried (German) 
Bunting, Basil (English) 

Burns, Robert (Scottish) 

Butler, Samuel (English) 

Byron, George Gordon, Lord 
(English) 

Caedmon (Anglo-Saxon) 
Callimachus (Greek) 

Camdes, Luis de (Portuguese) 
Campbell, Roy (South African) 
Carew, Thomas (English) 

Castilho, Antonio Feliciano de 
(Portuguese) 

Catullus (Roman) 

Cavafy. Constantine (Greek) 
Cavalcanti, Guido (Italian) 
Chapman, George (English) 
Chatterton, Thomas (English) 
Chaucer, Geoffrey (English) 
Chretien de Troyes (French) 

Clare, John (English) 

Clough, Arthur Hugh (English) 
Coleridge. Samuel Taylor (English) 
Cowley, Abraham (English) 
Cowper, William (English) 

Crabbe, George (English) 

Crane, Hart (American) 
cummings, e. e. (American) 
Cynewulf (Anglo-Saxon) 

Dafydd ap Gwilym (Welsh) 
D’Annunzio, Gabriele (Italian) 
Dante Alighieri (Italian) 

Da Ponte, Lorenzo (Italian) 

Davies* W. H. (English) 


Day Lewis, C. (English) 
de la Mare, Walter (English) 
Dickinson, Emily (American) 
Donne, John (English) 

Doolittle, Hilda (American) 
Dowson, Ernest (English) 

Dryden. John (English) 

Dunbar. William (Scottish) 

Eliot, T. S. (British, b. in America) 
Eluard, Paul (French) 

Elytis, Odysseus (Greek) 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo (American) 
Empson, William (English) 

Ennius (Roman) 

Ferlinghetti. Lawrence (American) 
Firdausi (Abu al-Qasim Mansur; 
Persian) 

FitzGerald, Edward (English) 
Flecker, James Elroy (English) 
Foscolo, Ugo (Italian) 

Freneau, Philip (American) 

Frost. Robert (American) 

Gautier, Theophile (French) 

Gay, John (English) 

Gibran, Khalil (American, b. In 
Lebanon) 

Ginsberg, Allen (American) 
Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von 
(German) 

G6ngora y Argote, Luis de 
(Spanish) 

Graves, Robert (English) 

Gray, Thomas (English) 

Gunn, Thom (English) 

Gurney, Ivor (English) 

Haavikko, Paavo (Finnish) 

Hardy, Thomas (English) 

Harrison, Tony (English) 

Heaney, Seamus (Irish) 

Heme, Heinrich (German) 

Herbert, George (English) 

Herbert, Zbigniew (Polish) 

Herrick, Robert (English) 

Hesiod (Greek) 

Hofmannsthal, Hugo von 
(Austrian) 

Hogg, James (Scottish) 

HWderlin, Friedrich (German) 
Homer (Greek) 

Hood, Thomas (English) 

Hopkins, Gerard Manley (English) 
Horace (Roman) 

Housman, A. E. (English) 

Hughes, Ted (English) 

Hugo, Victor (French) 

Iqbal, Muhammad (Indian) 

Jonson, Ben (Engtish) 

Kalidasa (Indian) 

Kavanagh, Patrick (Irish) 

Keats, John (English) 

La Fontaine, Jean de (French) 
Laforgue, jutes (French) 

Lamartine, Alphonse de (French) 
Landor, Walter Savage (English) 
Langland, WIIHam (English) 

Larkin, Philip (English) 

Lawrence, D. H. (English) 

Layamon (English) 

Lear, Edward (English) 


Leconte de Lisle, Charles (French) 
Leopardi, Giacomo (Italian) 
Lermontov, Mikhail (Russian) 

U Po (Chinese) 

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth 
(American) 

Lorca, Federico Garcia (Spanish) 
Lovelace, Richard (English) 

Lowell, Amy (American) 

Lowell, Robert (American) 

Lucan (Roman) 

Lucretius (Roman) 

Lydgate. John (English) 
Macdiarmld, Hugh (Christopher 
Grieve; Scottish) 

MacNeice, Louis (Northern Irish) 
Malherbe, Francois de (French) 
Mallarm6, $t£phane (French) 
Mandelstam, Osip (Russian, b. in 
Poland) 

Marinetti, Filippo (Italian) 

Martial (Roman) 

Marvell, Andrew (English) 
Masefield. John (English) 
Mayakovsky, Vladimir (Russian) 
Meleager (Greek) 

Millay, Edna St Vincent (American) 
Milosz, Czeslaw (American, b. in 
Lithuania) 

Milton, John (English) 

Montale. Eugenio (Italian) 

Moore, Mananne (American) 
Moore, Thomas (Irish) 

Motion, Andrew (English) 

Muir, Edwin (Scottish) 

Murray, Les (Australian) 

Nash, Ogden (American) 

Neruda, Pablo (Neftalf Reyes; 
Chilean) 

Omar Khayyam (Persian) 

Ovid (Roman) 

Owen, Wilfred (English) 

Pasternak, Boris (Russian) 

Patmore, Coventry (English) 

Paz, Octavio (Mexican) 

Peguy, Charles (French) 

Petrarch (Italian) 

Pindar (Greek) 

Plath, Syhaa (American) 

Pope, Alexander (English) 

Porter, Peter (British, b. In 
Australia) 

Pound, Ezra (American) 

* Propertius, Sextus (Roman) 
Pushkin, Aleksandr (Russian) 
Quasimodo, Salvatore (Italian) 
Raine, Craig (British) 

Rilke, Rainer Marfa (German, b. In 
Czechoslovakia) 

Rimbaud, Arthur (French) 
Rochester, 2nd Earl of (John 
Wilmet; English) 

Rossetti. Christina (English) 
Rossetti, Dante Gabriel (English) 
Russet), George (Irish) 

Sadi (Persian) 

Sappho (Greek) 

Sassoon, Siegfried (English) 

Schiller. Friedrich von (German) 
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POetS (cont.) 

Shakespeare. Wflliam (English) 
Shelley. Percy Bysshe (English) 
Sidney, Philip (English) 

Simonides (Creek) 

Sitwell. Edith (English) 

Skelton, John (English) 

Smith, Stevie (English) 

Southey, Robert (English) 
Spender, Stephen (English) 
Spenser, Edmund (English) 
Statius, Publius Papinius (Roman) 
Stevens. Wallace (American) 
Suckling, John (English) 
Swinburne, Algernon Charles 
(English) 

Tagore, Rabindranath (Indian) 
Taliesin (Welsh) 

Tannhduser (German) 

Tasso, Torquato (Italian) 


Tate. Nahum (Irish) 

Tennyson, Alfred, Lord (English) 
Theocritus (Creek) 

Thespis (Creek) 

Thomas, Dylan (Welsh) 

Thomas, Edward (English) 
Thomas, R. S. (Welsh) 
Thompson, Francis (English) 
Thomson, James (Scottish) 
Tibullus, Albius (Roman) 
Traherne, Thomas (English) 

Tu Fu (Chinese) 

Tulsidas (Indian) 

Tzara, Tristan (French, b. In 
Romania) 

Ungaretti, Giuseppe (Italian) 
Valery, Paul (French) 

Vaughan, Henry (Welsh) 
Verlaine, Paul (French) 


Vigny, Alfred Victor. Comte de 
(French) 

Villon, Francois (French) 

Virgil (Roman) 

Vogelweide, Walther von der 
(German) 

Walcott, Derek (St Lucian) 
Warren, Robert Penn (American) 
Whitman, Walt (American) 
Williams, William Carlos 
(American) 

Wordsworth. William (English) 
Wright, Judith (Australian) 
Wyatt, Thomas (English) 

Yeats W. B (Irish) 

Yesenin, Sergei (Russian) 
Yevtushenko, Yevgenii (Russian) 


■ to the point relevant, pertinent, apposite, 
germane, applicable, apropos, appropriate, apt, 
fitting, suitable, material, formal ad rem 

■ up to a point partly, to some extent, to a 
certain degree, in part, somewhat, partially 

point 2 ► noun the ship rounded the point promon 
tory, headland, foreland, cape, peninsula, 
bluff, ness, horn 

point-blank ► adverb Qhe fired the pistol 
point-blank at close range, close up, close to 
Qshe couldn’t say it point-blank bluntly, dnectly, 
straight, frankly, candidly, openly, explicitly, 
unequivocally, unambiguously, plainly, flatly, 
categorically, outright 

► adjective a point-blank refusal blunt, direct, 
straight, straightforward, frank, candid, forth- 
right. explicit, unequivocal, plain, clear, flat, 
decisive, unqualified, categorical, outright 

pointed ►adjective Q a pointed stick sharp, 
tapenng, tapered, conical, jagged, spiky, 
spiked, barbed, informal pointy 0a pointed re- 
mark cutting, trenchant, biting, incisive, 
acerbic, caustic, scathing, venomous, sarcastic, 
informal sarky, N Amer informal snarky 

pointer ►noun Q the pointer moved to lOOrjm 
indicator, needle, arrow, hand Qhe used a 
pointer on the chart stick, rod, cane, cursor 0a 
pointer to the outcome of the election indication, 
indicator, clue, hint, sign, signal, evidence, in- 
timation. inkling, suggestion OI can .give you a 
few pointers tip, hint, suggestion, guideline, rec- 
ommendation 

pointless ►adjective senseless, futile, hope- 
less, fruitless, useless, needless, in vain, un- 
availing. aimless, idle, worthless, valueless, ab- 
surd, insane, stupid, silly, foolish 
-opposites valuable 

poise ►noun ©poise and good deportment 
grace, gracefulness, elegance, balance, control 
©in spite of the setback she retained her poise com 
posure. equanimity, self-possession, aplomb, 
presence of mind, self-assurance, self-control, 
nerve, calm, sangfroid, dignity, informal cool, un- 
flappability 

► veib ©sbe was poised on one foot balance, hold 
(oneself) steady, be suspended, remain motion- 
less. hang, hover © he was poised for action pre 


pare oneself, ready oneself, brace oneself, 
gear oneself up, stand by 

poison ►noun ©a deadly poison toxin, toxi- 
cant, venom, archaic bane See lists © Marianne 
would spread her poison malice, ill will, hate, 
malevolence, bitterness, spite, spitefulncss, 
venom, acrimony, rancour, bad influence, can- 
cer, corruption, pollution 

— RfcLAThD 1'hRMS tOXIC 

► verb O her mother poisoned her give poison to. 
murder ©a blackmailer poisoning baby foods 
contaminate, put poison in, adulterate, spike, 
lace, doctor © the Amazon is being poisoned pol 
lute, contaminate, taint, blight, spoil, poetic/ 
literary befoul ©they poisoned his mind preju 
dice, bias, jaundice, embitter, sour, envenom, 
warp, corrupt, subvert 

poisonous ►adjective ©a poisonous snake ven 
omous. deadly ©a poisonous chemical toxic, 
noxious, deadly, fatal, lethal, mortal, death- 
dealing © a poisonous glance malicious, malevo- 
lent. hostile, vicious, spiteful, bitter, venom- 
ous, vindictive, vitriolic, rancorous, malign, 
pernicious, mean, nasty, informal bitchy, catty 
-opposites harmless, non-toxic, benevolent 

poke ►verb Qshe poked him in the ribs prod, 
jab, dig, nudge, butt, shove, jolt, stab, stick 
©leave the cable poking out stick out, jut out, 
protrude, project, extend 

► noun © Carrie gave him a poke prod, jab, dig, 
elbow, nudge ©a poke in the arm jab, dig, 
nudge, shove, stab 

■ poke about/around search, hunt, rum- 
mage (around), forage, grub, root about/ 
around, scavenge, nose around, ferret (about/ 
around), sift through, rifle through, scour, 
comb, probe, Bnt informal rootle (around) 

■ poke fun at mock, make fun of, ridicule, 
laugh at, jeer at, sneer at. deride, scorn, scoff 
at, pillory, lampoon, tease, taunt, rag, chaff, 
jibe at, informal send up, take the mickey out of, 
kid, nb, Bnt informal wind up; N Amer informal 
goof on, rag on. Austral /NZ informal poke mullock 
at 

■ poke one’s nose Into pry into, interfere m, 
intrude on, butt into, meddle with; informal 
snoop into. 

poker ► noun. See list 
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Poisonous Substances and Gases Poker Hands 


aconitine 
afterdamp 
Agent Orange 
aldrin 

allyl alcohol 

ammonia 

antifreeze 

arsenic 

arsine 

atropine 

bleach 

blister gas 

bromine 

cacodyl 

cacodylic acid 

carbon disulphide 

carbon monoxide 

caustic soda 

chlordane 

chlorine 

coniine 

curare 

cyanic acid 

cyanide 

cyanogen 

diazomethane 

diborane 

digitaiin 

digoxin 

dioxane 

endrm 

ethylene oxide 
fluorine 
formaldehyde 
hydrocyanic acid 
hydrogen cyanide 
hydrogen sulphide 


hyoscyamine 

iodine 

lewisite 

lindane 

mercuric chloride 

methanol 

muscarine 

nerve gas 

nitric acid 

nitrogen dioxide 

osmium tetroxide 

ouabain 

oxalic acid 

paraquat 

paratSiion 

Paris green 

perchloric acid 

perchloroethylene 

phenol 

phosgene 

quinine 

rat poison 

rlcm 

rotenone 

santonin 

sarin 

solanme 

strophanthin 

strychnine 

sulphur dioxide 

tartar emetic 

tetrodotoxin 

turpentine 

veratnne 

warfarin 

white spirit 

zinc chromate 


Poisonous Plants and Fungi 

aconite 

lucky bean 

baneberry 

manchineel 

belladonna 

meadow saffron 

black bryony 

mezereon 

buttercup 

monkshood 

cowbane 

naked boys 

deadly nightshade 

naked ladies 

death cap 

oleander 

desert rose 

panther cap 

destroying angel 

poison ivy 

dog’s mercury 

pnvet 

fly agaric 

the sickener 

fool’s parsley 

spurge laurel 

foxglove 

stavesacre 

greater celandine 

thorn apple 

hellebore 

upas (tree) 

hemlock 

water dropwort 

henbane 

water hemlock 

Indian poke 

white snakeroot 

laburnum 

wolfsbane 

poky ►adjective 

small, little, tiny, cramped, 


confined, restricted, boxy, euphemistic compact, 
bijou 

-opposites spacious 

polar * adjective Q polar weather Arctic, cold, 
freezing, icy, glacial, chilly, gelid. Qtwo polar 


royal flush full house 3 of a kind 

straight flush flush 2 pairs 

4 of a kind straight 1 pair 

types of interview opposite, opposed, dichotom- 
ous. extreme, contrary, contradictory, antithet- 
ical 

polarity ► noun difference, dichotomy, separ- 
ation, opposition, contradiction, antithesis, an- 
tagonism 

polo 1 ► noun post, pillar, stanchion, paling, 
stake, stick, support, prop, batten, bar, rail, 
rod. beam, staff, stave, rane, baton 
pole 2 ► noun points of view at opposite poles ex 
tremity. extreme, limit, antipode 
■ poles apart completely different, directly 
opposed, antithetical, incompatible, ineconcii- 
able, worlds apart, at opposite extremes, Brit 
like chalk and cheese 

polemic ►noun Qa polemic against injustice 
diatribe, invective, rant tirade, broadside, at- 
tack. harangue, condemnation, criticism, stric- 
ture, admonition, rebuke, abuse, informal blast, 
formal castigation, poetic /literary philippic 0hc is 
skilled in polemics argumentation, argument, de- 
bate. contention, disputation, discussion, altei- 
cation, formal contestation 

► adjective his Jumous polemic book See polemical 
polemical ►adjective critical, hostile, bitter. 

polemic, virulent, vitriolic, venomous, caustic, 
trenchant, cutting, acerbic, sardonic, sarcastic, 
scathing, sharp, incisive, devastating 
police ►noun Lhe police force, police ofhceis. 
policemen, policewomen, officers of the law, 
the forces of law and order, Brit constabulary, 
informal the cops, the fuzz, (the long arm of) the 
law. the boys in blue. Bnt informal the (Old) Bill, 
coppeis, bobbies, busies, the force, N Amer infor- 
mal the heat, informal, derogatory pigs, the filth 

► verb ©we must police the area guard, watch 
over, protect, defend, patrol, control, regulate 
0 the regulations will be policed by the ministry en 
force, regulate, oversee, supervise, monitor, 
observe, check 

police officer ► noun policeman, police 
woman, officer (of the law), Bnt constable, N 
Amer patrolman, trooper, roundsman, informal 
cop, Bnt informal copper, bobby, ro/zer, busy. 
(PC) plod, N Amer informal uniform, informal, de- 
rogatory pig, archaic peeler 

policy ► nouiT Q government policy plans, strat- 
egy, stratagem, approach, code, system, guide- 
lines, theory, line, position, stance, attitude 
0 (archaic) it's good policy to listen practice, cus- 
tom, procedure, conduct, convention 
polish ►verb ©/ polished his shoes shine, wax. 
buff, mb up/down, gloss, burnish, varnish, oil. 
glaze, lacquer, japan, shellac 0 polish up your 
essay perfect, refine, improve, hone, enhance, 
brush up, revise, edit, correct, rewrite, go over, 
touch up, informal clean up 

► noun Qjvmiture polish wax, glaze, varnish, lac- 
quer, japan, shellac 0a good surface polish 
shine, gloss, lustre, sheen, sparkle, patina, fin- 
ish ©hts polish made him stand out sophistica 
tion, refinement, urbanity, suaveness, ele- 
gance, style, grace, finesse, cultivation, civility, 
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gentility, breeding, courtesy, (good) manners. 
informal class 

■ polish something off ( informal) Qhe polished 
off an apple pie eat, finish, consume, devour, 
guzzle, wolf down. down, bolt; dnnk up, drain, 
quaff, gulp (down), informal binge on, stuff one- 
self with, get outride of, murder, put away, 
scoff, shovel down, pig out on, sink, swill, 
knock back. Bnt informal shift, gollop, N Amer in- 
formal scarf (down/up), snarf (down/up) ©the 
enemy tried to polish him off destroy, finish off, 
despatch, do away with, eliminate, kill, liquid' 
ate, informal bump off. knock off, do in, take 
out, dispose of, N Amer informal rub out ©/'/I 
polish off the last few pages complete, finish, deal 
with, accomplish, discharge, do, end, conclude, 
close, finalize, round off, wind up, informal wrap 
up, sew up 

polished ►adjective ©a polished table shiny, 
glossy, gleaming, lustrous, glassy, waxed, 
buffed, burnished, varnished, glazed, lac- 
quered. japanned, shellacked 0 a polished per- 
formance expert, accomplished, masterly, mas- 
terful, skilful, adept, adroit, dexterous, impec- 
cable, flawless, perfect, consummate, exquisite, 
outstanding, excellent, superb, superlative, 
first-rate, fine, informal ace © polished manners 
refined, cultivated, civilized, well bred, polite, 
courteous, genteel, decorous, respectable, ur 
bane, suave, sophisticated 
-opposites dull, inexpert, gauche 

polite ► adjective Qa very polite girl well man 
nered, civil, courteous, mannerly, respectful, 
deferential, well behaved, well bred, gentle- 
manly, ladylike, genteel, gracious, urbane, tact 
fill, diplomatic 0 polite society civilized, re- 
fined, cultured, sophisticated, genteel, courtly 
-opposites rude, uncivilized 

politic ► adjective wise, prudent, sensible, judi- 
cious. canny, sagacious, shrewd, astute, recom- 
mended. advantageous, beneficial, profitable, 
desirable, advisable, appropriate, suitable, fit- 
ting, apt 

-opposites unwise 

political ► adjective ©the political affairs of the 
nation governmental, government, constitu- 
tional, ministerial, parliamentary, diplomatic, 
legislative, administrative, bureaucratic, public, 
civic, state ©he’s a political man politically ac 
tive, party (political), militant, factional, parti 
san 

politician ►noun legislator, elected official. 
Member of Parliament, MP, minister, states- 
man. stateswoman, public servant, senator, 
congressman/woman, informal politico, pol 

politics ►noun ©a career in politics govern 
ment. affairs of state, public affairs, diplomacy 
See list ©he studies politics political science, 
civics, statecraft. Qwhat are his politics 7 polit 
ical views, political leanings, party politics 
Q office politics power struggle, machinations, 
manoeuvring, opportunism, realpolitik 

poll ► noun ©a second-round poll vote, ballot, 
show of hands, referendum, plebiscite, elec- 
tion. ©the poll was unduly low voting figures, 
vote, returns, count, tally ©a poll to investigate 
holiday choices survey, opinion poll, straw poll, 
canvass, market research, census 
► verb Qmost of those polled supported him can 
vass, survey, ask, question, interview, ballot 


Political Philosophies and 
Systems 


absolutism 

anarchism 

anarcho-syndicalism 

authoritarianism 

Bolshevism 

collectivism 

communism 

conservatism 

democracy 

egalitarianism 

Eurocommunism 

fascism 

federalism 

imperialism 

individualism 

laissez-faire 

leftism 

Leninism 

liberalism 

libertarianism 

Maoism 

Marxism 

meritocracy 

monarchism 

nationalism 


neo-Marxism 

pluralism 

plutocracy 

populism 

republicanism 

righttsm 

situatlonism 

social democracy 

socialism 

Sovietism 

Stalinism 

state capitalism 

state socialism 

statism 

syndicalism 

technocracy 

Thatcherism 

theocracy 

the third way 

timocracy 

Titoism 

totalitarianism 

Trotskyism 

utilitananism 

Utopianism 


©she polled 119 votes get, gain, legister, record, 
return 

pollute ►verb Qfish farms will pollute the lake 
contaminate, adulterate, taint, poison, foul, 
dirty, soil, infect, poetic/ literary befoul 0 propa- 
ganda polluted this nation corrupt, poison, 
waip, pervert, depiave, defile, blight, sully. 
poetic / literary besmirch 
-oppositfs punfy 

pollution ►noun Qpollutum in the rivers con 
tamination, adulteration, impurity, dirt, filth, 
infection, ©the pollution of young mimis corrup 
tion. defilement, poisoning, warping, depriv- 
ation, sullying, violation 

pomp ► noun ceremony, ceremonial, solemnity, 
ritual, display, spectacle, pageantry, show, 
showiness, ostentation, splendour, grandeur, 
magnificence, majesty, stateliness, glory, opu- 
lence, brilliance, drama, resplendence, splen- 
didness, informal razzmatazz 

pompous ►adjective self-important, imperi- 
ous, overbearing, domineenng, magisterial, 
pontifical, sententious, grandiose, affected, pre- 
tentious, puffed up, arrogant, vain, haughty, 
proud, conceited, egotistic, supercilious, con- 
descending, patronizing, informal snooty, uppity, 
uppish 

-opposites modest 

pond ► noun pool, waterhole, lake, tarn, reser- 
voir, swim, Bnt stew, Scottish lochan, N Amer 
pothole, Austral /NZ tank 

ponder ►verb think about, contemplate, con- 
sider, review, reflect on, mull over, meditate 
on, muse on, deliberate about, cogitate on, 
dwell on, brood on. ruminate on, chew over, 
puzzle over, turn over in one’s mind 

ponderous ►adjective ©a ponderous dance 
clumsy, heavy, awkward, lumbering, slow, 
cumbersome, ungainly, graceless, uncoordin- 
ated, blundering; informal dodhoppmg. clunky 
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Popes since 1492 


OATES IN OFFICE 

Alexander VI 1492-1503 

Pius III 1503 

Julius II 1503-1513 

Leo X 1513-1521 

Adrian VI 1522-1523 

Clement VII 1523-1534 

Paullll 1534-1549 

Julius III 1550-1555 

Marcellus II 1555 

Paul IV 1555-1559 

Pius IV 1559-1565 

Pius V 1566-1572 

Gregory XIII 1572-1585 

Sixtus V 1585-1590 

Urban VII 1590 

Gregory XIV 1590-1591 

Innocent IX 1591 

Clement VIII 1592-1605 


Leo XI 

DATES IN OFFICE 

1605 

Paul V 

1605-1621 

Gregory XV 

1621-1623 

Urban VIII 

1623-1644 

innocent X 

1644-1655 

Alexander VII 

1655-1667 

Clement IX 

1667-1669 

Clement X 

1670-1676 

Innocent XI 

1676-1689 

Alexander 

1689-1691 

VIII 

Innocent XII 

1691-1700 

Clement XI 

1700-1721 

Innocent XIII 

1721-1724 

Benedict XIII 

1724-1730 

Clement XII 

1730-1740 

Benedict XIV 

1740-1758 

Clement XIII 

1758-1769 


DATES IN OFFICE 

Clement XIV 1769-1774 
Plus VI 1775-1799 

Pius VII 1800-1823 

Leo XII 1823-1829 

Pius VIII 1829-1830 

Gregory XVI 1831-1846 
Plus IX 1846-1878 

Leo XIII 1878-1903 

Plus X 1903-1914 

Benedict XV 1914-1922 
Pius XI 1922-1939 

Pius XII 1939-1958 

John XXIII 1958-1963 

Paul VI 1963-1978 

John Paul I 1978 

John Paul II from 1978 


Ohis ponderous sentences laboured, laborious, 
awkward, clumsy, foiccd, stilted, unnatural, at- 
tificial, stodgy, lifeless, plodding, pedestrian, 
boring, dull, tedious, monotonous, ovei- 
elaborate, convoluted, windy 
—opposites light, lively 

pontifical ►adjective pompous, cocksure, self- 
important, airogant, supenoi, opinionated, 
dogmatic, doctrinaire, authoritarian, dommeei- 
mg, adamant, obstinate, stubborn, single- 
minded, inflexible 
-opposi tes humble 

pontificate ►verb hold forth, expound, de- 
claim, preach, lay down the Jaw, sound off, 
dogmatize, sermonize, moiali/e, lecture, informal 
preachify, mouth off 

pony ► noun. See list ul horse 

pooh-pooh ►verb (informal) dismiss, reject, 
spin n, rebuff, wave aside, disregard, discount, 
play down, make light of, belittle, deride, 
mock, scorn, scoff at. sneei at. Austral /NZ informal 
wipe 

pool 1 ►noun ©pools of water puddle, pond, 
poetic /literary plash Qthe hotel has a pool swim 
ming pool, baths, lido, Bnt swimming bath(s), N 
Amer natatonum 

pool 2 ► noun Qu pool of skilled labour supply, le- 
serve(s), reservoir, fund, store, stock, accumula- 
tion. cache Qa pool of money for emergencies 
fund, reserve, kitty, pot, bank, purse 

► verb they pooled their skills combine, amalgamate, 
group, join, unite, merge, fuse, conglomerate, 
integrate, share 

poor ►adjective Qa poor family poverty- 
stricken, penniless, moneyless, impoverished, 
necessitous, impecunious, indigent, needy, des- 
titute, paupenzed, on one’s beam-ends, unable 
to make ends meet, without a sou, insolvent, 
in debt, Bnt on the breadline, without a penny 
(to one’s name); informal (flat) broke, hard up, 
cleaned out, strapped, on one’s uppers, with- 
out two pennies to rub together, Bnt informal 
skint, in Queer Street, formal penurious ©poor 
workmanship substandard, below par, bad, de- 
ficient. defective, faulty, imperfect, inferior, ap- 
palling, abysmal, atrocious, awful, terrible, 


dreadful, unsatisfactory, second-rate, thud-rate . 
shoddy, crude, lamentable, deploiable, inad- 
equate, unacceptable, informal crummy, rub- 
bishy. dire, dismal, bum. i often, tenth-rate, Bnt 
informal ropy, duff, rubbish, dodgy ©a poor 
crop meagre, scanty, scant, paltry, disappoint- 
ing, limited, reduced, modest, insufficient, in- 
adequate, sparse, spare, deficient, insubstantial, 
skimpy, short, small, lean, slender, informal 
measly, stingy, pathetic, piddling, formal exigu- 
ous O poor soil unproductive, barren, unyield- 
ing, unfruitful, uncultivatable, and, sterile 
© the waters are poor in nutrients deficient, lack- 
ing, wanting, short of. low on ©you poor thing' 
unfortunate, unlucky, luckless, unhappy, hap- 
less, ill-fated, ill-starred, pitiable, pitiful, 
wi etched 

-opposi ii s iich. supenoi, good, fertile, lucky 

poorly ►adverb the text ls poorly written badly, 
deficiently, defectively, imperfectly, incompe- 
tently, appallingly, abysmally, atrociously, aw- 
fully, dreadfully, crudely, shoddily, inadequate- 
ly 

► adjective she Jelt poorly ill, unwell, not (very) 
well, ailing, indisposed, out of sorts, under/ 
below par, peaky, sick, queasy, nauseous. Bnt 
off coloui, informal undei the weather, funny, 
peculiar, lousy, lough. Bnt informal ropy, grotty, 
Scottish informal wabbit. Austral /NZ informal crook, 
Bnt mfomial, dated queer, dated seedy 

pop ► verb © champagne corLs popped go bang, 
go off. 'lack, snap, burst, explode ©I’m just 
popping home go, drop in, stop by, visit, informal 
tootle, whip, Bnt informal nip ©pop a bag over 
the pot put, place, slip, slide, stick, set. lay, in- 
stall, position, ai range 

► noun Qthe balloons burst with a pop bang, crack, 
snap, explosion, report Q (informal) a bottle of 
pup fizzy drink, soft dnnk, carbonated drink, 
N Amer soda, Scottish informal scoosh 

■ pop up appear (suddenly), occur (suddenly), 
arrive, materialize, come along, happen, 
emerge, arise, crop up. turn up, present itself, 
come to light, informal show up 

pope ► noun pontiff, Bishop of Rome, Holy 
Father, Vicar of Chnst, His Holiness See list 
-related terms papal, pontifical. 
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poppycock ► noun ( informal) nonsense, rub- 
bish, claptrap, balderdash, blather, moonshine, 
garbage, informal rot, tnpe. hogwash, baloney, 
drivel, bilge, bosh. bunk, eyewash, piffle, 
phooev. twaddle, Bnt informal cobblers, codswal- 
lop. tosh, N Amor informal applesauce, bushwa, 
informal, dated bunkum, tommyrot 

populace ► noun population, inhabitants, 
residents, natives, community, country, (gen- 
eral) public, people, nation, common people, 
man/woman in the street, masses, multitude, 
rank and file, commonality, commonalty, third 
estate, plebeians, proletariat, informal proles, 
plebs, Bnt informal Joe Public, formal denizens, de- 
rogatory the hoi polloi, common herd, rabble, 
riff-raff 

popular ► adjective Q the restaurant is very popu- 
lar well liked, favoured, sought-after, in de- 
mand, desired, wanted, commercial, market- 
able. fashionable, in vogue, all the rage, hot, in- 
formal in, cool. big. Bnt informal, dated all the go 
& popular science non-specialist, non-technical, 
amateui, lay person’s, general, nnddle-of-the- 
ioad. accessible, simplified, plain, simple, easy, 
straightforward, understandable, mass-market, 
middlebiow, lowbrow, pop 0 popular opinion 
widespread, general, common, current, preva- 
lent, prevailing, standard, stock, ordinary, 
usual, accepted, established, acknowledged, 
conventional, orthodox ©u popular movement 
for independence mass, general, communal, col- 
lective. social, collaborative, group, civil, pub- 
lic 

-opposites highbrow 

popularize ►verb Q tobacco was popularized by 
Sir Walter Raleigh make popular, make fashion- 
able, market, publicize, informal hype ©he popu- 
larized the subject simplify, make accessible, give 
mass-market appeal to ©the report popularized 
the unfounded notion give currency to, spread, 
piopagate. give credence to 

popularly ►adverb ©old age is popularly associ- 
ated with illness ■ widely, generally, universally, 
commonly, usually, customarily, habitually, 
conventionally, traditionally, as a rule ©the 
rmk was popularly known as ‘Arthur's Seat' infor 
mally, unofficially, by lay people ©the Presi- 
dent is popularly elected democratically, by the 
people 

populate ► verb O the state is populated by 
40,000 people inhabit, occupy, people, live in, 
reside m ©an attempt to populate the island set 
tle, colonize, people, occupy, move into, make 
one’s home in 

population ► noun inhabitants, residents, 
people, citizens, citizenry, public, community, 
populace, society, natives, occupants, formal 
denizens 

-RELA1FD TERMS demo- 

populous ► adjective densely populated, heav- 
ily populated, congested, crowded, packed, 
jammed, crammed, teeming, swarming, seeth- 
ing. crawling, informal jam-packed 
-opposites deserted 

porcelain ► noun. See list at pottery 

porch ► noun vestibule, foyer, entrance (hall), 
entry, portico, lobby; N Amer ramada. stoop, 
Architecture lanai. tambour, narthex. 


pore 1 ► noun pores in the skin opening, orifice, 
aperture, hole, outlet, mlet, vent. Biology stoma, 
foramen 

pore 2 ► verb they pored over the map study, read 
intently, peruse, scrutinize, scan, examine, go 
over 

pornographic ►adjective obscene, indecent, 
crude, lewd, dirty, vulgar, smutty, filthy, erotic, 
titillating, arousing, suggestive, sexy, risque, 
off colour, adult, X-rated, hard-core, soft-core. 
informal pom, pomo, blue. skin. 

-opposites wholesome 

pornography ► noun erotica, pornographic 
material, dirty books, smut, filth, vice, informal 
(hard/soft) pom, pomo, girlie magazines, skin 
flicks 

porous ►adjective permeable, penetrable, per- 
vious, cellular, holey, absorbent, absorptive, 
spongy 

-opposites impermeable 
port 1 ► noun O the German port of Kiel seaport, 
entrepdt ©shells exploded down by the port har 
bour, dock(s), haven, manna, anchorage, moor- 
age, haibourage, roads 

port 2 ► noun push the supply pipes mto the ports 
aperture, opening, outlet, mlet. socket, vent 
portable ► adjective transportable, movable, 
mobile, travel, lightweight, compact, handy, 
convenient 

portal ►noun doorway, gateway, entrance, 
exit, opening, door, gate, N Amer entryway, for- 
mal egress 

portend ► verb presage, augur, foreshadow, 
foretell, prophesy, be a sign, warn, be an 
omen, indicate, herald, signal, bode, promise, 
threaten, signify, spell, denote, poetic/ literary be- 
token, foretoken, forebode 
portent ►noun ©a portent of things to come 
omen, sign, signal, token, forewarning, warn- 
ing, foreshadowing, prediction, forecast, proph- 
esy, harbinger, augury, auspice, presage, writ 
ing on the wall, indication, hint, poetic/ literary 
foretoken ©the word carries temjying portent 
significance, importance, import, consequence, 
meaning, weight, formal moment 
portentous ►adjective © portentous signs om 
inous, warning, premonitory, prognosticatoiy, 
threatening, menacmg, ill-omened, foreboding, 
inauspicious, unfavourable © portentous dia 
logue pompous, bombastic, self-important, pon- 
tifical, solemn, sonorous, grandiloquent 
porter 1 ► noun a porter helped with the bags car 
rier, bearer, N Amer redcap, skycap 
porter 2 ► noun (Bnt ) the college porter doorman. 

doorkeeper, commissionaire, gatekeeper 
portion ► noun O the upper portion of the chim- 
ney part, piece, bit, section, segment ©her 
portion of the allowance share, slice, quota, 
quantum, part, percentage, amount, quantity, 
ration, ffaction, division, allocation, measure. 
informal cut, rake-off, Bnt informal whack, ©a por- 
tion of cake : helping, serving, amount, quantity, 
plateful, bowlful, slice, piece, chunk, wedge, 
slab, hunk, Bnt informal wodge. © ( archaic ) poverty 
was certain to be his portion See destiny sense 1 
► verb she portioned out the food share out, allo- 
cate. allot, apportion; distribute, hand out. deal 
out. dole out, give out, dispense, mete out; infor- 
mal divvy up. 
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portly ► adjective stout, plump, fat, over- 
weight, heavy, corpulent, fleshy, paunchy, pot- 
bellied. well padded, iotund, stocky, bulky, in- 
formal tubby, roly-poly, beefy, porky, pudgy, Bnt 
informal podgy. N Amer informal corn-fed 
-opposites slim 

portrait ►noun O a portrait oj the King paint 
ing, picture, drawing, sketch, likeness, image, 
study, miniature, informal oil. formal portraiture 
©a vivid portrait of Italy description, portrayal, 
representation, depiction, impression, account, 
sketch, vignette, profile 

portray ► verb o he portrays Windermere m 
sunny weather paint, draw, sketch, picture, de- 
pict. represent, illustrate, render © the dons 
portrayed by Waugh describe, depict, character 
izo, represent, delineate, evoke ©he portrays 
he t as a doormat represent, depict, chaiactei- 
lze, describe, piesent Qlhe actor portrays a spy 
play, act the part ol, take the role of lepie 
sent, appear as, formal personate 

portrayal ►noun ©a portrayal oj a parrot 
painting, picture, portrait, drawing, sketch, 
representation, depiction, study ©her portrayal 
of adolescence description, representation, char 
acterization, depiction, evocation Q Brando' s 
portrayal of Corleone performance as. repiesen 
tation. interpretation, rendering, formal person- 
ation 

pOSO ►verb O pollution poses a threat to health 
constitute, present, create, cause, pioduce. be 
0 the question posed earlier raise, ask, put, set. 
submit, advance, piopose, suggest, moot ©shr 
posed for the artist be a model, model, sit ©hf 
posed her on the sofa position, place, put ai- 
range, dispose, locate, situate Qfashion victims 
were posing at the bar behave affectedly, strike 
a pose, posture, attitudinize, put on aiis. informal 
show off 

► noun Qa sexy pose posture, position, stance, 
attitude, beaung ©her pose of aggrieved inno- 
cence pretence act, affectation, facade, show, 
front, display, masquerade, posture 
■ pose as pretend to be, impersonate, pass 
oneself off as, masquerade as, profess to be. 
represent oneself as, formal personate 
poser 1 ►noun this situation's a bit oj a poser dif 
ficult question, vexed question, awkward 
problem, tough one, puzzle, mystery, comm 
drum, puzzler, enigma, riddle, informal dilemma, 
facer, toughie, stumper 

poser 2 ► noun he’s such a poser exhibitionist, 
poseur, poseuse, postrirer, informal show-off', 
pseud 

poseur ► noun. See posers 
posh ►adjective Q{mformaf) a posh hotel smart, 
stylish, fancy, high-class, fashionable, chic, lux 
unous, luxury, de luxe, exclusive, opulent, lav- 
ish. grand, showy. Bnt upmarket, informal classy, 
swanky, snazzy, plush, ntzy, flash, la-di-da, Bnt 
informal swish, N Amer informal swank, tony 
©(flrrf informal) a posh accent upper-class, aristo- 
cratic, Bnt upmarket. Home Counties, informal 
upper-crust, top-drawer, Bnt informal plummy, 
Sloaney, U 

posit ► verb postulate, put forward, advance, 
propound, submit, hypothesize, propose, as- 
sert. 

position ►noun Qthe aircraft’s position loca 
tion, place, situation, spot, site, locality, set- 


ting, area, whereabouts, bearings, orientation. 
technical locus ©a standing position posture, 
stance, attitude, pose ©our financial position 
situation, state, condition, circumstances, pre- 
dicament, plight, strait(s) ©the two parties jock- 
eyed for position advantage, the upper hand, 
the edge, the whip hand, primacy. Austral /NZ 
the box seat, N Amer mfomral the catbird seat 
0 their position tn society status, place, level, 
rank, standing, stature, prestige, influence, 
reputation, importance, consequence, class, 
dated station 0 a secretarial position job, post, 
situation, appointment, role, occupation, em- 
ployment. office, capacity, duty, function, 
opening, vacancy, placement & the government's 
posttion on the matter viewpoint, opinion, out 
look, attitude, stand, standpoint, stance, per- 
spective, appioach, slant, thinking, policy, feel- 
ings 

► verb he positioned a chair between them put, place, 
locate, situate, set. site, stand, station, plant, 
stick, install, arrange, dispose, informal plonk 
park 

positive ►adjective ©a positive response af 
firmative. favourable, good, approving, enthu- 
siastic, supportive, encouraging ©do something 
positive constructive, practical, useful, pro 
due rive, helpful, worthwhile, beneficial, effect 
ive ©she seems u lot more positive optimistic, 
hopeful, confident, cheerful, sanguine, buoy- 
ant, informal upbeat Q positive economic signs fa 
vourable, good, promising, encouraging, heart- 
ening, propitious, auspicious ©positive proof 
definite, conclusive, certain, categorical, un 
equivocal, incontrovertible, indisputable, un- 
deniable. unmistakable, irrefutable, reliable, 
conciete, tangible, clear-cut, explicit, firm, de- 
cisive, real, actual Ql'm positive he’s coming 
buck certain, suie. convinced, confident, satis- 
fied. dssuictl. as sure as eggs is eggs 
-opposms negative, pessimistic, doubtful, un- 
sure 

positively ► adverb Q l could not positively uien 
tify the voice confidently, definitely, emphatic 
ally, categorically, with certainty, conclusively, 
unquestionably, undoubtedly, indisputably, un- 
mistakably. assuredly ©lie was positively livid 
absolutely, leally, downright , thoroughly, 
completely, utteil>. totally, extremely, fairly, in- 
formal plain 

possess ► verb Q the only hut she possessed 
own, have (to one’s name), hold ©he did not 
possess u sense of humour have, be blessed with, 
be endowed with, enjoy, boast ©a supernatural 
force possessed film take control of, take over, 
control, dominate, influence, bewitch, enchant, 
enthral ©she was possessed by a need to talk to 
him obsess, haunt, preoccupy, consume, eat 
someone up. prey on one’s mind 
■ possess oneself of acquire, obtain, get 
(hold of), procure, get one’s hands on, take, 
seize, informal get one’s mitts on 

possessed ► adjective mad, demented, insane, 
crazed, berserk, out of one’s mind, bewitched, 
enchanted, haunted, under a spell 

possession ► noun o the estate came into their 
possession ownership, control, hands, keeping, 
care, custody, charge, hold, title, guardianship 
© her possession of the premises occupancy, occu- 
pation. tenure, holding, tenancy ©she packed 
her possessions belongings, things, property. 
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(worldly) goods, (personal) effects, assets, chat- 
tels, movables, valuables, stuff, bits and pieces, 
luggage, baggage, informal gear, junk, Bnt informal 
clobber Q colonial possessions colony, depend- 
ency, territory, holding, protectorate 
■ take possession of seize, appropriate, im- 
pound, expropriate, sequestrate, sequester, 
confiscate, take, get. acquire, obtain, procure, 
possess oneself of, get hold of, get one’s hands 
on. capture, commandeer, requisition. Law dis- 
train, Scottish Law poind, informal get one’s mitts 
on 

possessive ► adjective Q he was very possessive 
proprietorial, overpiotective, controlling, 
dominating, jealous, clingy ©kids are possessive 
of their own property covetous, selfish, unwill- 
ing to shaie. grasping, gieedy, acquisitive, N 
Amer mfomial grabby 

possibility ► noun Q there is a possibility that he 
might he alive chance, likelihood, probability, 
hope, risk, hazard, dangei, feai ©they discussed 
the possibility of launching a new project feasibil 
ity, practicability, chances, odds, acluevability, 
piobability ©buying a smaller house is one possi- 
bility option, alternative, choice, course of ac- 
tion, solution O the idea has distinct possibilities 
potential, pioimse, prospects 

possible ► adjective Q it's not possible to cheik 
the figures feasible, practicable, viable, within 
the bounds/realms of possibility, attainable, 
achievable, workable, informal on, doable ©a 
possible reason for his disappearance conceivable, 
plausible, imaginable, believable, likely, poten- 
tial. probable, credible ©a possible future leader 
potential, prospective, likely, probable 
-opposms unlikely 

possibly ►adverb © possibly he took the boy with 
him perhaps, maybe, it is possible, for all one 
knows, very likely, poetic/ literary peradventure, 
pel chance, mayhap ©you can't possibly refuse 
conceivably, under any ciicu instances, by anv 
means © could you possibly help me/ please, 
kindly, be so good as to 

post 1 ►noun wooden posts pole, stake, upright, 
shaft, prop, support, picket, stint, pillar, pale, 
paling, stanchion, puncheon 

► verb ©the notice posted on the wall affix, attach, 
fasten, display, pm (up), put up. stick (up), tack 
(up) ©the group posted a net profit announce, 
report, make known, publish 

post 2 ► noun (Bnt ) © the winners will he notified hv 
post mail, the postal service, airmail, surface 
mail, registered mail, informal snail mail ©did 
we get any post ? letters, correspondence, mail 

► verb ©(Bn/) post the order form today send (off), 
mail, put in the post/mail, get off ©post the 
transaction in the second column record, write m, 
enter, register 

■ keep someone posted keep informed, keep 
up to date, keep m the picture, keep briefed, 
update, fill in, informal keep up to speed 

post 3 ► noun © there were seyenty candidates for 
the post job, position, appointment, situation, 
place, vacancy, opening, Austral informal gnp 
©Back to your posts t (assigned) position, sta- 
tion, observation post. 

► verb ©he’d been posted to Berlin send, assign to 
a post, dispatch © armed guards were posted be- 
side the exit put on duty, station, position, situ- 
ate, locate 


poster ► noun notice, placard, bill, sign, adver- 
tisement, atfiche, playbill, Bnt fly-poster 
posterior ► adjective © the posterior part of the 
skull rear, hind, back, hinder, technical dorsal, 
caudal © (format) a date posterior to the Reform 
Bill later than, subsequent to, following, after 
-opposites anterior, previous 

► noun ( humorous ) her plump posterior See bottom 
noun sense 6 

posterity ► noun © their names are recorded for 
posterity future generations, the future © (ar- 
chaic) the posterity of Abraham descendants, 
hens, successors, offspring, children, progeny. 
Law issue, archaic seed 

post-haste ►adverb as quickly as possible, 
without delay, (very) quickly, speedily, without 
further/more ado, with all speed, promptly, 
immediately, at once, straight away, right 
away, informal pronto, straight oft 
postman, postwoman ►noun postal 
worker, N Amer mailman, Bnt informal postie 
post-mortem ► noun © the hospital earned out 
a post-mortem autopsy, post-mortem examin- 
ation, PM, necropsy ©a post-mortem of her failed 
relationship analysis, evaluation, assessment, 
appraisal, examination, ieview 
postpone ►verb put off back, delay, defer. 
Reschedule, adjourn, shelve, N Amer put over, 
rake a rain check on. informal put on ice, put on 
the back bumei, rare remit, lespite 
-oppositfs bring forward 
postponement ► noun deferral, deferment, 
delay, putting off/back, Rescheduling, adjourn- 
ment. shelving 

postscript ►noun ©a handwritten postscript 
afterthought, PS. additional remark ©he 
added postscripts of his own addendum, supple 
ment, appendix, codicil, afterword, addition 
postulate ►verb put forward, suggest, ad- 
vance. posit, hypothesize, propose, assume, 
presuppose, presume, take for granted 
posture ►noun ©a kneeling posture position. 
pose, attitude, stance ©good posture bearing, 
carnage, stance, comportment. Bnt deport- 
ment 0 trade unions adopted a militant posture 
attitude, stance, standpoint, point of view, 
opinion, position, frame of mind 

► verb Keith postured, flexing his biceps pose, strike 
an attitude, strut 

posy ► noun bouquet, bunch (of flowers), spray, 
nosegay, corsage, buttonhole, boutonniere 
pot ►noun Qpots and pans cooking utensil, 
pan, saucepan, casserole, stewpot, stockpot, 
dixie © earthenware pots flowerpot, planter, 
jardiniere ©Jim raked in half the pot bank, 
kitty, pool, purse, jackpot 
■ go to pot ( informal) deteriorate, decline, de- 
generate. go to (rack and) ruin, go downhill, go 
to seed, become run down, informal go to the 
dogs, go down the tubes, Austral /NZ informal go to 
the pack 

pot-bellied ► adjective paunchy, beer-bellied, 
portly, rotund, informal tubby, roly-poly 
pot belly ►noun paunch, (beer) belly, informal 
beer gut, pot, tummy 

potency ►noun ©the potency of his words 
forcefulness, force, effectiveness, persuasive- 
ness, cogency, influence, strength, authonta- 
tiveness, authority, power, powerfulness. 



667 


potent | powder 


poetic/ literary puissance 0 the potency of the drugs 
strength, powerfulness, power, effectiveness, 
formal efficacy, efficaciousness 

potent ►adjective Qa potent political force 
powerful, strong, mighty, formidable, influen- 
tial. dominant, forceful, poetic/ literary puissant 
0 a potent argument forceful, convincing, co- 
gent, compelling, persuasive, powerful, strong 
0 a potent drug strong, powerful, effective, for- 
mal efficacious 
-opposites weak 

potentate ►noun ruler, monarch, sovereign 
See list at ruler 

potential ► adjective a potential source of conflict 
possible, likely, prospective, future, probable, 
latent, inheient, undeveloped 

► noun economic potential possibilities, potential- 
ity. prospects, promise, capability capacity 

potion ► noun concoction, mixture, brew, 
elixir, philtre, dnnk, decoction, medicine, 
tonic, poetic/ literary draught 

pot-pourri ►noun mixture, assortment, collec 
tion, selection, assemblage, medley, miscellany, 
mix, variety, mixed bag. patchwork, lagbag, 
hotchpotch, mishmash, jumble, farrago, N 
Amer hodgepodge 

potter ►verb we pottered down to the library 
amble, wander, meander, stroll, saunter, maun- 
der, inf6rmal mosey, tootle, toddle, N Amer mfor 
mat putter 

■ potter about/around do nothing much, ful 
die about/around, tootle about/around, informal 
mess about /around, Bnt informal muck about/ 
around, N Amer informal putter about mi ound. 
lollygag 

pottery ►noun china, crockcrv, ceramics, 
earthenware, stoneware See list 

potty ►adjective ( Bnt informal) Ql'm going potty 
See crazy sense 1 0 she's potty about you See 
crazy sense 3 

pouch ►noun Qu leather pouch bag, purse, 
sack, sac, pocket, Scottish sponan 0u kangaroo's 
pouch Zoology marsupium 

pounce ► verb two men pounced on him jump 
on, spring, leap, dive, lunge, fall on, set on, at- 
tack suddenly, informal jump, mug 

► noun a sudden pounce leap, spnng, lump, dive, 
lunge, bound 

pound 1 ►verb Qthe two men pounded him with 
their fists beat, strike, hit, batter, thump, pum- 
mel, punch, tain blows on, belabour, hummei, 
thrash, set on, tear into, informal bash, dobbin, 
wallop, beat the living daylights out of, whack, 
thwack, lay into, pitch into, Bnt informal slosh. N 
Amer informal light into, whale © waves pounded 
the seafront beat against, crash against, batter, 
dash against, lash, buffet Qgunships pounded 
the capital bombard, bomb, shell, fire on, archaic 
cannonade © pound the cloves with salt crush, 
grind, pulverize, mill, mash, pulp, technical trit- 
urate, archaic levigate @1 heard him pounding 
along the gangway walk/run heavily, stomp, 
lumber, clomp, clump, tramp, trudge Qher 
heart was pounding throb, thump, thud, ham- 
mer, pulse, race, go pit-a-pat, poetic/ literary pant, 
thrill 

pound 2 ►noun ©a pound of apples pound 
weight, lb 0 ten pounds pound sterling, £, Bnt 
informal quid, smacker, nicker 


Types of Pottery and Porcelain 


Anta 

Kutani ware 

barbotine 

lust reware 

biscuit ware 

maioiica 

bisque ware 

majolica 

black-figure ware 

Martlnware 

bone china 

Meissen 

Capo di Monte 

Ming 

Castieford ware 

Minton ( trademark ) 

celadon 

Nabeshima ware 

champlev6 

Parian ware 

Chelsea ware 

pearfware 

ChGn 

Peterborough ware 

cloisonne 

queensware 

Coalport 

raku 

creamware 

red-figure ware 

Crown Derby 

Rockingham ware 

Delft 

Samian ware 

(Royal) Doulton 

Satsuma ware 

( trademark ) 

Sevres 

Dresden china 

Seto ware 

faience 

siipware 

famille jaune/nolre/ 

spatterware 

rose/verte 

Spode ( trademark ) 

gramteware 

Staffordshire ware 

greenware 

terra sigillata 

grooved ware 

transferware 

Halaf ware 

Toft ware 

Imari 

Wedgwood ( trademark ) 

Izmk ware 

willowware 

ironstone 

(Royal) Worcester 

Kakiemon ware 

( trademark ) 


pound 3 ►noun u dog pound enclosure, com- 
pound, pen, yard 

pour ►verb Q blood was pouring from his nose 
stream, flow, run, gush, course, jet, spurt, 
suige, spill ©Amv poured nine into his glass tip. 
let flow, splash, spill, decant, informal slosh, slop 
©it was pouring with ruin rain heavily/hard. 
teem down, pelt down, tip down, come down 
in torrents/sheets, rain cats and dogs, informal 
be chucking it down, Bnt informal bucket down, 
come down in stan lods. N Amer informal rain 
pitchforks O people poured ojf the train throng, 
crowd, swarm, stieam, flood 
pout ► verb Crystal pouted sullenly look petu 
lant, pull a face, look sulky 
► noun a childish pout petulant expression, sulky 
expiession, moue 

poverty ►noun Oahjeif poverty penury, desti- 
tution. pauperism, pauperdom, indigence, pen- 
mlessness, impoverishment, neediness, need, 
hardship, linpecumousness Qthe poverty of 
choice scarcity, deficiency, dearth, shortage, 
paucity, insufficiency, absence, lack ©t he pov- 
erty of her imagination inferiority, mediocrity, 
poorness, sterility 
-opposites wealth, abundance 
poverty-stricken ► adjective extremely 
poor, impoverished, destitute, penniless, on 
one’s beam-ends, as poor as a church mouse, 
in penury, impecunious, indigent, needy, in 
need/want, Bnt on the breadline, without a 
penny (to one’s name), informal on one’s uppers, 
without two pennies/farthings to rub together, 
Bnt informal in Queer Street, formal penurious 
powder ►noun dust, fine particles, talcum 
powder, talc; histoncal pounce 
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► verb Qshe powdered her face dust, spi inkle/ 
cover with powder ©the grains are powdered 
crush, grind, pulverize, pound, mill, technical 
comminute, archaic levigate © powdered milk 
dry, freeze-dry, technical lyophilize 
powdered ►adjective dried, freeze-dried, tech- 
nical lyophilized 

powdery ►adjective fine, dry, fine-grained, 
powder-like, dusty, chalky, floury, sandy, crum- 
bly, friable 

power ► noun ©the power of speech ability, cap- 
acity, capability, potential, faculty, competence 
©the unions wield enormous power control, au 
thonty, influence, dominance, mastery, domin- 
ation, dominion, sway, weight, leverage, informal 
clout, teeth, N Amer informal drag, poetic /literary 
puissance © police have the pcrwer to stop and 
search authority, right, authonzarion, wairant, 
licence ©a major luropean power state, coun- 
try, nation ©he hit the hall with as much power 
as he could strength, powerfulness, might, 
force, forccfulness, vigoui, energy, biawn. 
muscle, informal punch. Bnt informal welly, poetic , 
literary thew ©the power of his arguments force 
fulness, powerfulness, potency, stiength, 
torcc, cogency, persuasiveness ©the new engine 
has more power driving force, horsepowei, hp, 
acceleration, informal oomph, grunt ©generating 
power from waste energy, electrical power See 
list at energy © (informal) the holiday did him a 
power of good a great deal of, a lot of. much, 
informal lots of, loads of 
-opposites inability, weakness 

■ have someone in/under one’s power have 
control over, have influence over, have undei 
one's thumb, have at one’s meicy. have in 
one’s clutches, have in the palm of one’s hand. 
N Amer have in one's hip pocket, informal have 
over a barrel 

■ the powers that be the authorities, the 
people in charge, the government 

powerful ►adjective ©powerful shoulders 
strong, musculai, inuscly, sturdy, snapping, 
robust, biawny. buily, athletic, manly, well 
built, solid, informal beefy, hunky, dated stalwart, 
poetic/ literary staik, thewy ©a penverful dnnk in 
toxicating, hard, stiong, stiff, formal spirituous 
©a powerful blow violent, forceful, haid. 
mighty Qhc felt a powerful desire to kiss her in 
tense, keen, fierce, passionate, aident, burn- 
ing. strong, irresistible, overpowering, over- 
whelming ©u powerful nation influential, 
strong, important, dominant, commanding, po 
tent, forceful, formidable, poetic/ literary puissant 
©a powerful critique cogent, compelling, con- 
vincing, persuasive, forceful, dramatic, graphic, 
vivid, moving 
-opposites weak, gentle 
powerless ► adjective impotent, helpless, inef- 
fectual, ineffective, useless, defenceless, vulner- 
able, poetic /literary impuissant 
practicable ►adjective realistic, feasible, 
possible, within the bounds/realms of possibil- 
ity, viable, reasonable, sensible, workable, 
achievable, informal doable 
practical ►adjective Q practical experience em 
pirical, hands-on, actual, active, applied, heur- 
istic, experiential ©there are no practical alter- 
natives feasible, practicable, realistic, viable, 
workable, possible, reasonable, sensible, informal 
doable ©practical clothes, functional, sensible, 


utilitarian workaday ©try to be more practical 
realistic, sensible, down-to-earth, businesslike, 
tommonsensital, hard-headed, no-nonsense, in- 
formal hard-nosed © a practical certainty virtual, 
effective, near 
-oppositls theoretical 

practicality ►noun ©the practicality of the 
proposal feasibility, practicability, viability, 
workability © practicality of design functional 
ism, functionality, serviceability, utility ©his 
calm practicality (common) sense, realism, prag- 
matism ©the practicalities of army life prac 
tigal de tails, informal nitty gntty, nuts and bolts 

practical joka ►noun trick, joke, prank, 
jape, hoax, informal leg-pull 

practically ► adverb © the cinema was practical 
ly empty almost, (very) nearly, virtually, just 
about, all but, more or less, as good as. well- 
nigh, to all intents and purposes, verging on, 
bordenng on, informal pretty nearly, pretty well 
©‘>oii can't afford it,' he pointed out practically 
realistically, sensibly, reasonably 

practice ►noun Qthe practice of radiotherapy 
application, exercise, use, operation, imple- 
mentation, execution © common practice cus 
tom. pioccdure, policy, convention, tradition, 
formal praxis ©it takes lots of practice | the team's 
final practice training, rehearsal, repetition, 
pieparation, practice session, dummy inn, 
mn-thiough, informal dry run Qthe practice of 
medicine profession, career, business, work 
©a small legal practice business, firm, office, 
company, informal outfit 

■ in practice in reality, realistically, practical- 
iy 

■ out of practice rusty, unpractised 

■ put something into practice use, make use 
of. put to use. utilize, apply 

practise ►verb Qhe practised the songs even 
day rehearse, inn through, go over/thiough, 
work on/at, polish, perfect Qthe performers 
were practising train, iehearse, piepare, go 
through one’s paces ©we still practise these rit- 
uals today carry out, perform, observe ©s he 
practises medicine work at, pursue a caieer in 

practised ► adjective expert, experienced, sea- 
soned, skilled, skilful, accomplished, proficient, 
talented, able, adept, consummate, master, 
masterly, informal crack, ace, mean, N Amer infor- 
mal crackerjack 

pragmatic ►adjective practical, matter of 
fact, sensible, down-to-earth, commonsensical, 
businesslike, having both/one’s feet on the 
ground, hai d-headed, no-nonsense, informal 
hard-nosed 

-opposites impractical 

praise ►verb Qthe police praised Pauline for her 
courage commend, express admiration for, ap- 
plaud. pay tribute to, speak highly of. eulogize, 
compliment, congratulate, sing the praises of, 
rave about, go into raptures about, heap praise 
on, wax lyncal about, make much of, pat on 
the back, take one’s hat off to, lionize, admire, 
hail, N Amer informal ballyhoo, formal laud ©we 
praise God worship, glorify, honour, exalt, 
adore, pay tribute to. give thanks to, venerate, 
reverence, formal laud, archaic magnify. 

-RELATED TERMS laudatOiy. 

-opposites criticize 

► noun © James was full of praise for the medical 
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teams approval, acclaim, admiration, approba- 
tion. acclamation, plaudits, congratulations, 
commendation, tribute, accolade, compliment, 
a pat on the back, eulogy, panegyric, formal 
laudation, encomium ©give praise to C.od hon 
our, thanks, glory, worship, devotion, adoi* 
ation. reverence 

praiseworthy * adjective commendable, ad- 
mirable, laudable, worthy (ol admn ation), 
inentonous, estimable, exemplary 
pram ► noun {Bnt ) pushchair, N Amer baby cai 
nage, stroller, formal perambulator 

prance ►verb cavort, dance, jig, trip, caper, 
jump, leap, spring, bound, skip, hop. frisk, 
romp, frolic 

prank ►noun (practical) joke, tnck, piece of 
mischief, escapade, stunt, caper, jape, game, 
hoax, antic, informal laik, leg pull 
prattle ►verb he pruiiled on lor ages See chat 
verb 

► noun childish prattle See chatter noun 
pray ► verb Qlet us prav say ones prayers, 
make one’s devotions, otter a prayer/ praycts 
Qshe prayed Cod to forgive her invoke, call on, 
implore, appeal to. entreat, beg. petition. Mip 
plicate, poetic i literary beseech 
prayer ►noun Qthe priest's mummed pr avers 
invocation, intercession, devotion, archaic on 
son 0 a quid prayer that she wouldn't hump into 
him appeal, plea, entreaty, petition, supplica- 
tion, invocation, rare obsecration 
■ not have a prayer (informal) have no hope, 
have stand no chance, not have/stand (the 
ghost of) a chance, informal not have a hope in 
hell, not have/stand an earthly. Austral /NZ mfor 
mal not have Buckley’s (chance) 
preach ►verb O he preached to a large congrega- 
tion give a sermon, sermonize, addiess. speak 
0 preaching the good runx's of Jesus proclaim, 
teach, spiead, propagate, expound ©thi'v 
preach toleration advocate, recommend, advise, 
urge, teach, counsel Owho arc you to preach at 
me? moralize, sermonize, pontificate, lectuie, 
harangue, informal preacluty 
-related terms homiletic 
preacher ► noun minister (of religion), par- 
son, clergyman, clergywoman, membei of the 
clergy, priest, man/woman of the cloth, man / 
woman of God. cleric, chuichman, church- 
woman, evangelist, informal leverend, padre. 
Holy Joe, sky pilot, N Amer informal preacher 
man, Austral informal josser 
preaching ►noun religious teaching, mes- 
sage. sermons 

preachy ► adjective ( informal) moralistic, moral- 
izing, sanctimonious, self-righteous, holier- 
than-thou, sententious 

preamble ►noun introduction, preface, pro 
logue, foreword, pi elude, front matter, informal 
intro, prelims, formal exordium, proem, proleg- 
omenon 

pre-arranged ►adjective arranged before 
hand, agreed in advance, predetermined, pre- 
established, pre-planned 

precarious ►adjective uncertain, insecure, 
unpredictable, nsky, parlous, hazardous, dan- 
gerous, unsafe, unsettled, unstable, unsteady, 
shaky; informal dicey, chancy, iffy, Bnt informal 
dodgy 


-opposites safe 

precaution ► noun safeguard, preventative/ 
preventive measure, safety measuie, insurance. 
informal backstop 

precautionary ►adjective preventative, pre- 
ventive, safety 

precede ►verb O^tlverts preceded the film go- 
come before, lead (up) to. pave/prepaie the 
way for, herald, introduce, usher in. archaic 
foigo Q Catherine preceded him into the studio GO 
ahead of, go in front ot, go before, go first, 
lead the way Qhe preceded the hook with a poem 
preface, intioduce, begin, open 
-opposi its follow 

precedence ► noun quarrels over precedence 
priority, lank, seniority, supeiionty, primacy, 
pie-eminence, eminence 
■ take precedence over take priority over, 
outweigh, prevail ovei, come befoie 
precedent ► noun model, exemplar, example, 
pattern, previous case, pnoi instance 'example, 
paiadigm, criterion, yardstick, standard 
preceding ►adjective foregoing, previous, 
prior, tonner. precedent, earlier, above, afore 
mentioned, antecedent, formal anterior, pieveni 
ent 

precept ►noun Qthe precepts oj Orthodox Judo 
ism principle, rule, tenet, canon, doctrine, 
command, order, decree, dictate, dictum, in 
junction, commandment, Judaism mi'zvah, formal 
prescript 0 precepts that her grandmother used to 
quote maxim, saying, adage, axiom, aphorism, 
apophthegm 

precinct ►noun Qu pedestrian precinct area, 
zone, sector 0wifhin the precincts oj the Otv 
bounds, boundaries, limits, confines Qthe 
cathedral prenmt enclosure, close, court 
precious ►adjective Q precious works of art 
valuable, costly, expensive invaluable, price- 
less, beyond puce Qher most precious possession 
valued, cherished treasured, prized, favourite, 
deal, dearest, beloved, darling, adoied, loved, 
special Qh is precious manners affected, over- 
icfined. pretentious, informal la-di-da, Brit informal 
poncev 

precipice ►noun cliff (face), steep cliff, lock 
face, sheet chop, ciag, bluff, escarpment, scarp, 
poetic/ literary steep 

precipitate ►verb Qthe incident ptecipilated a 
crisis bring about, on, cause, lead to, give rise 
to, instigate, tnggei, spark, touch off, piovoke, 
hasten, accelerate, expedite Qthev were precipi- 
tated down the mountain hurl, catapult, throw, 
plunge, launch, fling, piopel 
► adjective O their actions were precipitate hasty, 
overhasty, rash, hurried, rushed, impetuous, 
impulsive, spur-of-the-moment, precipitous, in- 
cautious, imprudent, injudicious, ill-advised, 
reckless, harum-scarum, informal previous, 
poetic/ literary temerarious 0 a precipitate decline 
See precipitous sense 2 

precipitous ►adjective Qa precipitous drop 
steep, sheer, perpendicular, abrupt, sharp, ver- 
tical 0his fall from power was precipitous sud 
den, rapid, swiff, abrupt, headlong, speedy, 
quick, fast Qhe was too precipitous See precipi 
tate adjective sense 1 

precis ►noun a precis of the report’ summary, 
synopsis, r£sum£, abstract, outline, summanza- 
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tion, summation, abridgement, digest, over- 
view, epitome, N Amer wrap-up, rare conspec- 
tus 

► verb precising a passage summarize, sum up, give 
a summary /pi ecis of, give the main points of, 
abridge, condense, shorten, synopsize. abstract, 
outline, abbreviate, archaic epitomize 
precise ►adjective Q precise measurements 
exact, accurate, conect, specific, detailed, ex- 
plicit, unambiguous, definite © at that precise 
moment the car stopped exact, particular, very, 
specific ©the attention to detail is very precise 
meticulous, careful, exact, scrupulous, punctili- 
ous, conscientious, particular, methodical, 
stnc t, rigorous 
-opposiies inaccurate 

precisely ►adverb Qat 2 o'clock jrrecisely 
exactly, sharp, on the dot, promptly, piompt, 

dead (on), on the stroke of . on the dot of 

, informal bang (on), Bnt informal spot on, N 

Amer informal on the button/nose © precisely the 
kind of man I am looking for exactly, absolutely, 
just, in all respects, informal to a T Q fertilization 
can he timed precisely accurately, exactly, cleai- 
ly, distinctly, strictly Q‘So it's all done*’ ‘Pre rise- 
ly ' yes, exactly, absolutely, (that's) light, quite 
so, indubitably, definitely, informal you bet. I’ll 
say 

precision ►noun exactness, exactitude, ac- 
curacy, correctness, preciseness, caie, caieful- 
ness, meticulousness, scrupulousness, punctili- 
ousness, methodicalness, rigour, rigorousness 
preclude ►verb prevent, make it impossible 
for. rule out, stop, prohibit, debar, bar, hindei. 
impede, inhibit, exclude 

precocious ►adjective advanced for ones 
age, forward, matuie, gifted, talented, clevei. 
intelligent, quick, informal smart 
-opposites backward 

preconceived ► adjective predetermined, 
piejudged, prejudiced, biased 
preconception ► noun preconceived idea* 
notion, presupposition, assumption, presuinp-. 
tion, prejudgement, prejudice 
precondition ► noun prerequisite, (neces- 
sary/essential) condition, requnement, neces- 
sity. essential, imperative, sine qua non. informal 
must 

precursor ►noun ©u three-stnnged precursor oj 
the guitar forerunner, predecessor, forefather, 
father, antecedent, ancestor, forebear ©a pre- 
cursor of disasters to come harbinger, herald, 
sign, indication, portent, omen 
precursory ► adjective preliminary, prior, pre- 
vious, introductory, preparatory, pieiatory, for- 
mal anterior, prevement 

predatory ►adjective Qpredutory birds preda 
cious, carnivorous, hunting, raptorial, of prey 
©a predatory gleam in his eyes exploitative, 
wolfish, rapacious, vultunne, vulturous 
predecessor ►noun Qthe Prime Minister's 
predecessor forerunner, precursor, antecedent 
©our Victorian predecessors ancestor, fore- 
father, forebear, antecedent 
-opposites successor, descendant 
predestined ► adjective preordained, or- 
dained, predetermined, destined, fated 
predetermined ► adjective Q a predetermined 
budget: pre-arranged, established m advance, 


preset, set. fixed, agreed ©our predetermined 
Jate predestined, preordained 
predicament ►noun difficult situation, 
mess, difficulty, plight, quandary, muddle, 
mare's nest, informal hole, fix, jam, pickle, 
scrape, bind, tight spot/corner, dilemma 
predicate ►verb BASE, be dependent, found, 
establish, rest, ground, premise 
predict ► verb forecast, foretell, foresee, 
piophesy, anticipate, tell in advance, envision, 
envisage, poetic /literary previse, archaic augur, 
presage 

predictable ► adjective foreseeable, (only) to 
be expected, anticipated, foreseen, unsurpris- 
ing, informal inevitable 

prediction ►noun forecast, prophecy, prog- 
nosis. prognostication, augury, projection, con- 
jecture, guess 

predilection ► noun liking, fondness, prefer- 
ence. partiality, taste, penchant, weakness, soft 
spot, fancy, inclination leaning, bias, propen- 
sity, bent, proclivity, predisposition, appetite 
-opposiits dislike 

predispose ►verb QlacK of exercise may predis 
pose an individual to high blood pressure make sus 
ceptible, make liable, make prone, make vul- 
neiable, put at risk of © attitudes which predis- 
pose people to behave badly lead, influence, sway, 
induce, prompt, dispose, bias, piejudice 
predisposed ►adjective INCLINED, prepared, 
ready, of a mind, disposed, minded, willing 
predisposition ►noun ©u predisposition to 
heart disease susceptibility, pi oneness, ten- 
dency, liability, inclination, disposition, vulner- 
ability © their political predispositions prefer 
ence. predilection, inclination, leaning 
predominance ►noun ©the predominance of 
women carers prevalence, dominance, piepon 
derance ©Soviet military predominance suprem 
acy, mastery, control, power, ascendancy, dom- 
inance, pre-eminence, superiority 
predominant ►adjective ©our predominant 
objectives main, chief, principal, most important, 
primary, prime, central, leading, foremost, key, 
paramount, informal number-one © the predomin- 
ant political forces controlling, dominant, pre- 
dominating, more/most powerful, pre-eminent, 
ascendant, superior, in the ascendancy 
-opposiies subsidiary 

predominantly ►adverb mainly, mostly, for 
the most part, chiefly, principally, primarily, 
predominately, in the main, on the whole, 
largely, by and large, typically, generally, usual- 

iy 

predominate ► verb Q small-scale producers 
predominate be in the majority, preponderate, 
be predominant, prevail, be most prominent 
© private interest predominates over the public 
good prevail, dominate, be dominant, carry 
most weight, ovemde, outweigh 
pre-eminence ►noun superiority, suprem- 
acy, greatness, excellence, distinction, promin- 
ence, predominance, eminence, importance, 
prestige, stature, fame, renown, celebrity 
pre-eminent ►adjective greatest, leading, 
foremost, best, finest, chief, outstanding, excel- 
lent, distinguished, prominent, eminent, im- 
portant, top, famous, renowned, celebrated, il- 
lustrious, supreme, N Amer marquee 
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-opposites undistinguished 
pre-eminently * adverb primarily, principal' 
ly. above all. chiefly, mostly, mainly, in par 
ticular 

pre-empt ►verb ©hLs action may have pre- 
empted war forestall, prevent ©many tables 
were already pre-empted by Jamily parties comman 
deer, occupy, seize, arrogate, appropriate, take 
over, secure, reserve 

preen ►verb ©the robin preened its feathers 
clean, tidy, groom, smooth, arrange, archaic 
plume ©she preened before the mirror admire 
oneself, pnmp oneselt, pnnk oneselt, groom 
oneself, spruce oneself up. informal titivate one- 
self, doll oneself up, Bnt informal tart oneself up, 
N Amer informal gussy oneself up 

■ preen oneself congratulate oneself, be 
pleased with oneself, be proud of oneself, pat 
oneself on the back, feel self-satisfied 

preface ► noun the preface to the novel intro 
duction, foreword, preamble, prologue, prel 
ude, front matter, informal prelims, intro, formal 
exordium, proem, prolegomenon 
► verb the chapter is prefaced by a poem precede, 
introduce, begin, open, start 
prefatory ►adjective introductory, prelimm- 
ary. opening, initial, pieparatory, initiatory, 
precursory 
—OPPOSITE s closing 

prefect ► noun (Bnt ) monitor, Bnt praepostor 
prefer ►verb ©i prefer white wine to red like 
better, would rathei (have), would sooner 
(have), favour, be moie partial to, choose, se 
lect. pick, opt for, go for, plump foi © (formal) 
do you want to prefer charges f bring, press, file, 
lodge, lay © (archaic) he was preferred to the post 
promote, upgrade, raise, elevate 
preferable ►adjective better, best, moie de 
sirable, more suitable, advantageous, superior, 
preferred, recommended 
preferably ►adverb ideally, if possible, foi 
preference, from choice 

preference ►noun Qher prejerence for boys' 
games liking, partiality, predilection, proclivity, 
fondness, taste, inclination, leaning, bias, bent, 
penchant, piedisposition ©my preference is 
rock favourite, (first) choice, selection, informal 
cup of tea, thing, N Amer informal druthers 
0 preference will be given to applicants speaking 
Japanese priority, favour, precedence, preferen- 
tial treatment 

■ in preference to rather than, instead of. in 
place of, sooner than 

preferential ► adjective special, better, privil- 
eged, superior, favourable, partial, discrimin- 
atory, partisan, biased 

preferment ►noun promotion, advancement, 
elevation, being upgraded, a step up (the lad- 
der), informal a kick upstairs 
-opposites demotion 

prefigure ►verb foreshadow, presage, be a 
harbinger of. herald, poetic/ literary foretoken, 
pregnancy ► noun gestation 
-related terms antenatal, maternity 
pregnant ►adjective Qshe is heavily pregnant 
expecting a baby, expectant, carrying a child, 
informal expecting, in the family way, preggers, 
with a bun m the oven; Bnt informal up the duff, 
m the (pudding) club, up the spout, N Amer in- 


formal knocked up, having swallowed a water 
melon seed, Austral informal with a joey in the 
pouch, informal, dated in trouble, archaic with 
child, in a delicate condition, in an interesting 
condition, technical gravid, parturient ©u cere- 
mony pregnant with religious significance filled, 
charged, heavy, full of ©u pregnant pause 
meaningful, significant, suggestive, expressive, 
charged 

prehistoric ►adjective Qprehistonc times 
primitive, primeval, primordial, primal, an- 
cient, early, antediluvian Q(mfonnaf) the special 
effects look prehistoric out of date, outdated, out- 
moded, old-fashioned, demode, passe, anti- 
quated. superannuated, archaic, behind the 
times, pmnitive, antediluvian, informal out of 
the aik, Bnt mfomnal past its sell-by date, N Amer 
informal horse-and-buggy. clunky 
-related terms archaeo- 
— opposites modern 

prejudice ►noun Qmule prejudices about 
women preconceived idea, preconception, pre- 
judgement ©they are motivated by prejudice big 
otry, bias, partisanship, partiality, intolerance, 
discrimination, unfairness, inequality ©with 
out prejudice to the interests of others detriment, 
harm, damage, injury, hurt, loss 

► verb ©the article could prejudice the jury bias, in- 
fluence, sway, predispose, make biased, make 
partial, colour ©this could prejudice his chances 
oj vutorr damage, be detumental to, be preju- 
dicial to, injure, harm, hurt, spoil, impair, 
undermine, hinder, compromise 

prejudiced ►adjective biased, bigoted, dis- 
criminatory, partisan, mtoleiant, narrow- 
minded. unfair, unjust, inequitable, coloured 
-opposites impartial 

prejudicial ►adjective detrimental, dam- 
aging, injurious, hai mful, disadvantageous, 
hurtful, deleterious 
-OPPOSHLS beneficial 

preliminary ► adjective the discussions are still at 
a preliminary stage preparatory, introductory, 
initial, opening, prefatory, precursory, eaily, 
exploratory 
-opposites final 

► noun Q he began without any preliminaries intro 
duction, preamble, opening/prefatory remarks, 
formalities ©u preliminary to the resumption of 
war prelude, preparation, pieparatory meas- 
ure, preliminary action 

■ preliminary to in preparation for, before, 
in advance of, prior to, preparatory to 

prelims ► plqral noun (informal) front matter, 
preliminary material, introduction, foreword, 
preface, preamble, informal intro, formal exor- 
dium, proem, prolegomenon 

prelude ► noun Qa ceasefire was a prelude to 
peace negotiations preliminary, overture, open- 
ing, preparation, introduction, start, com- 
mencement, beginning, lead-in, precursor 
©an orchestral prelude overture, introductory 
movement, introduction, opening ©the pas- 
sage forms a prelude to Part III introduction, 
preface, prologue, foreword, preamble, informal 
intro, formal exordium, proem, prolegomenon 

premature ►adjective ©his premature death 
untimely, (too) early, unseasonable, before 
time ©a premature baby preterm, informal 
prem ©such a step would be premature, rash 
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overhasty, hasty, precipitate, precipitous, im- 
pulsive. impetuous, informal previous 
-opposites overdue 

prematurely ► adverb Q Sam was bom prema- 
turely too soon, too early, ahead of time, 
pieterm © don’t act prematurely rashly, over- 
hastily, hastily, precipitately, precipitously 

premeditated ► adjective planned, intention- 
al. deliberate, pic-planned, calculated, cold- 
blooded. conscious, pre-ananged 
— opposi i es spontaneous 

premeditation ► noun (advance) planning, 
forethought, pre-planning, (criminal) intent, 
Law malice aforethought 

premier ► adjective a premier chef leading, toie- 
most, chief, principal, head, top-ranking, top, 
prune, primary, first, highest, pre-eminent, se 
mor, outstanding, master, N Amer ranking, infor- 
mal top-notch 

► noun the Italian premier head of government, 
prime minister, PM, president, chancellor 

premiere ►noun first performance, fust 
night, opening night 

premise ► noun the premise that human life con- 
sists of a senes of choices proposition, assump- 
tion, hypothesis, thesis, presupposition, postu- 
lation, postulate, supposition, presumption, 
suinuse, conjectuie, speculation, assertion, be- 
lief 

► verb they piretmsed that the cosmos is indestructible 
postulate, hypothesize, conjecture, posit, the- 
orize. suppose, presuppose, suimise, assume 

premises ►plural noun building(s), property, 
site, office 

premium ►noun Q monthly premiums of LIU 
(regular) payment, instalment ©you must pay 
a premium for oryanu fnnt surcharge, addition- 
al payment, extia amount ©a foreign service 
premium bonus, extra, incentive, inducement. 
informal peik, formal perquisite 

■ at a premium scarce, in great demand, 
hard to come by, m short supply, thin on the 
ground 

■ put/place a premium on Q/ place a high 
premium on our relationship value greatly, at- 
tach great/special importance to, set great 
store by. put a high value on Qthe high price of 
oil put a premium on the coal industry make valu 
able, make invaluable, make important 

premonition ► noun foreboding, presenti- 
ment, intuition, (funny) feeling, hunch, suspi- 
cion, feeling in one’s bones, misgiving, appre- 
hension, fear, archaic presage 

preoccupation ► noun O an air of preoccupa- 
tion pensiveness, concentration, engrossment, 
absorption, self-absorption, musing, thinking, 
deep thought, brown study, brooding, abstrac- 
tion, absent-mindedness, distraction, forgetful- 
ness, mattentiveness, wool-gathenng, day- 
dreaming © their main preoccupation was feeding 
their family obsession, concern, passion, enthu- 
siasm, hobby horse 

preoccupied ►adjective O officials preoccupied 
with their careers obsessed, concerned, ab- 
sorbed. engrossed, intent, involved, wrapped 
up ©she looked preoccupied, lost/deep in 
thought, in a brown study, pensive, absent- 
minded, distracted, abstracted 


preoccupy ►verb engross, concern, absorb, 
take up someone’s attention, distract, obsess, 
occupy, prey on someone’s mind 
preordain ►verb predestine, destine, foreor- 
dain. ordain, fate, predetermine, determine 
preparation ► noun Qthe preparation of contin- 
gency plans devising, putting together, drawing 
up, construction, composition, production, get- 
ting ready, development © preparations Jor the 
party arrangements, planning, plans, prepara- 
tory measures © preparation for exams instruc 
tion, teaching, coaching, training, tutoring, 
drilling priming ©a preparation to kill off mites 
mixture, compound, concoction, solution, tinc- 
ture, medicine, potion, cream, ointment, lo- 
tion 

preparatory ► adjective preparatory work pre 
liminary, initial, introductory, prefatory, open- 
ing. preparative, precursory 
■ preparatory to in preparation for, before, 
prior to. preliminary to 

prepare ► verb QI want you to prepare a report 
make get ready, put together, diaw up. pro- 
duce, arrange, assemble, construct, compose, 
humiliate Qthe meal was easy to prepare cook, 
make, get, put together, concoct, informal fix, 
rustle up. Brit informal knock up Qprepanng for 
war get ready, make preparations, arrange 
things, make provision, get eveiything set 
O athletes preparing Jor the Olympics train, get 
into shape, practise, get ready QI must prepare 
for my exams study, levise. But informal swot 
0 this course prepares students Jor their exams in 
struct, coach, train, tutor, drill, prime Qpre- 
pare yourselj for a shock brace, make ready, 
tense, steel, steady 

prepared ►adjective Qhe needs to be well pie- 
pared ready, (all) set, equipped, pinned, wait- 
ing, on hand, poised, in position ©I'm not pre- 
pared to nit the price willing, ready, disposed, 
predisposed, (favourably) inclined, of a mind, 
minded 

preponderance ►noun Qthe preponderance 
oj women among older people prevalence, pre- 
dominance, dominance ©the preponderance oj 
the evidence bulk, majority, greatei quantity, 
larger part, best/better part, most, almost all 
© the preponderance of the trade unions predomin 
ance, dominance, ascendancy, supremacy, 
power 

preponderant ►adjective dominant, predom- 
inant. pre-eminent, in control, more/most 
powerful, superior, supreme, ascendant, in the 
ascendancy 

preponderate ► verb BE in the majority, pre- 
dominate, be predominant, be more/most im- 
portant, prevail, dominate 
prepossessing ►adjective attractive, beau- 
tiful, pretty, handsome, good-looking, fetching, 
charming, delightful, enchanting, captivating, 
archaic fair 
-OPPOSITES ugly 

preposterous ►adjective absurd, ridiculous, 
foolish, stupid, ludicrous, farcical, laughable, 
comical, risible, nonsensical, senseless, insane, 
outiageous, monstrous, informal crazy 
-opposites sensible. 

prerequisite ►noun a prerequisite for the 
course ■ (necessary) condition, precondition, es- 
sential, requirement, requisite, necessity, sine 
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qua non, informal must 

► adjective the prerequisite qualifications’ necessary, 
required, called for, essential, requisite, obliga- 
tory, compulsory 

-opposites unnecessary 

prerogative ► noun entitlement, right, privil- 
ege, advantage, due, birthright 

presage ►verb the owl’s hooting presages death 
portend, augur, foreshadow, foretell, prophesy, 
be an omen of, herald, be a sign of, be the har- 
binger of, warn of, be a presage of, signal, 
bode, promise, threaten, poetic/ literary betoken, 
foretoken, forebode 

► noun o sombre presage of his final illness omen, 
sign, indication, portent, warning, forewarn- 
ing, harbinger, augury, prophecy, foretoken 

prescience ► noun far-sightedness, fore- 
sight, foreknowledge, psychic powers, clairvoy- 
ance, prediction, prognostication, divination, 
prophesy, augury, insight, intuition, percep- 
tion, percipience 

prescient ► adjective prophetic, predictive, vi- 
sionary. psychic, clairvoyant, far-sighted, prog- 
nostic, divinatory, insightful, intuitive, percep- 
tive, percipient 

prescribe ►verb Qthe doctor prescribed antibi- 
otics write a prescription for, authorize 
0 traditional values prescribe a hje of domesticity 
advise, recommend, advocate, suggest, en- 
dorse, champion, promote ©rules prescribing 
your duty stipulate, lay down, dictate, specify, 
determine, establish, fix 

prescription ► noun O the doctor wrote a pre- 
scription instruction, authorization, informal 
script, archaic recipe Q he fetched the prescription 
from the chemist mfdicine, drug, medication 
©a painless prescription for improvement method, 
measure, recommendation, suggestion, recipe, 
formula 

prescriptive ►adjective dictatorial, narrow, 
rigid, authoritarian, arbitrary, repressive, dog- 
matic 

presence ► noun Q present e of a tram was indi- 
cated electrically existence, being there ©I re- 
quested the presence of an adjudicator attendance, 
appearance, company, companionship ©a 
woman of great presence aura, chans ma, 
(strength/force of) personality, poise, self- 
assurance, self-confidence ©she felt a presence 
in the castle ghost, spmt, spectre, phantom, ap- 
pantion, supernatural being, informal spook. 
poetic/ literary shade 
-opposites absence 

■ presence of mind composure, equanimity, 
self-possession, level-headedness, self-assur- 
ance, calmness, sangfroid, imperturbability, 
alertness, quick-wittedness, informal cool, unflap- 
pability 

present 1 ►adjective Oi doctor must be present 
at the ringside in attendance, here, there, near, 
nearby, (close/near) at hand, available © organ- 
ic compounds are present in the waste, in exist- 
ence, existing, existent ©the present economic 
climate- current, present-day, existing, archaic 
instant 

-opposites absent 

► noun forget the past and think about the present 
now, today, the present time/moment, the 
here and now. 

-oppositbs past, future. 


■ at present at the moment, just now. nght 
now, at the present time, currently, at this mo- 
ment in time 

■ for the present for the time being, for now, 
for the moment, for a while, temporarily, pro 
tern 

■ the present day modern times, nowadays 
present 2 ► verb QEddy presented a cheque to the 

winner hand over/out, give (out), confer, be- 
stow, award, grant, accord ©the committee pre- 
sented its report submit, set forth, put forward, 
proffer, offer, tender, table, ©may I present my 
wife ? introduce, make known, acquaint some- 
one with oi called to present my warmest compli- 
ments offer, give, express 0 they presented their 
new product last month demonstrate, show, put 
on show/display, exhibit, display, launch, un- 
veil © presenting good quality opera stage, put 
on. produce, perform ©she presents a TV show 
host, introduce, compare, be the presenter ofi 
N Amer informal emcee o the authorities present 
him as a common criminal represent, describe, 
portray, depict 

■ present oneself © he presented himself at ten 
be present, make an appearance, appear, turn 
up, arrive ©an opportunity that presented itself 
occur, anse, happen, come about/up, appear, 
crop up, turn up 

present 3 ► noun a birthday present gift, dona- 
tion, offering, contribution, informal prezzie, 
freebie, formal benefaction 

presentable ► adjective O I'm making the place 
look presentable tidy, neat, straight, clean, spick 
and span, in good older, shipshape (and Bristol 
fashion) ©make yourself presentable smartly 
dressed, tidily dressed, tidy, well groomed, 
tnm, spruce, informal natty Qpresentable videos 
fairly good, passable, all nght, satisfactory, 
moderately good, not (too) bad, average, fair; in- 
formal OK 

presentation ► noun O the presentation of his 
certificate awarding, presenting, giving, hand- 
ing over/out, bestowal, granting, award ©the 
presentation of food appearance, arrangement, 
packaging, disposition, display, layout ©her 
presentation to the Queen introduction, making 
known © the presentation of new proposals sub 
mission, proffenng, offering, tendering, advan- 
cing, proposal, suggestion, mooting, tabling 
©a sales presentation demonstration, talk, lec- 
ture, address, speech, show, exhibition, dis- 
play, introduction, launch, launching, unveil- 
ing ©a presentation of hts latest play staging, 
production, performance, mounting, showing 
present-day* ►adjective current, present, 
contemporary, latterday, present-time, mod- 
em, twenty-first-century, up to date, up to the 
minute, fashionable, trendsettmg, the latest, 
new, newest, newfangled, informal trendy, now 
presentiment ►noun premonition, forebod- 
ing, intuition, (funny) feeling, hunch, feeling in 
one’s bones, sixth sense, archaic presage, 
presently ► adverb ©I shall see you presently 
soon, shortly, directly, quite soon, m a short 
time, in a little while, at any moment/minute/ 
second, in next to no time, before long, N Amer 
momentarily, informal pretty soon, any moment 
now, in a jiffy, before you can say Jack Robin- 
son, m two shakes of a lamb’s tail, Bnt informal 
m a mo; poetic /literary ere long. Qhe is presently 
abroad at present, currently, at the/this mo- 



preservation | pressure 


674 


ment, at the present moment/time, now, now- 
adays, these days, Brit informal at the minute 

preservation ► noun Q wood preservation 
conservation, protection, care Qthe preserva- 
tion of the status quo continuation, conserva- 
tion, maintenance, upholding, sustaining, per 
petuation ©the preservation of food conserv 
ing, bottling, canning, freezing, drying, curing, 
smoking, pickling 

preserve ►verb ©(Hi helps preserve wood con 
serve, protect, maintain, tare tor, look after 
Qthey wish to preserve the status quo continue 
(with), conserve, keep going, maintain, uphold, 
sustain, perpetuate ©preserving him from har- 
assment guard, piotect, keep, defend, safe- 
guard, shelter, shield Qsjrnes enable us to pre- 
serve food conserve, bottle, can, freeze, dry, 
cure, smoke, pickle 

► noun © strawberry preserve jam, jelly, manna 
lade, conserve ©the preserve of an educated 
middle-ilass domain, area, held, sphere, orbit, 
realm, province, teintory, informal turf, baili- 
wick ©a game preserve sanctuary, (game) re- 
serve, leservation 

proside ►verb the chairman presides at the meet 
mg chair, be chanman/chairwoman/chairper- 
son, officiate (at), conduct, lead 
■ preside over be in charge of, be responsible 
for. be at the head/helm of. head, be head of, 
manage, administer, be in control of, control, 
direct, lead, govern, rule, command, supervise, 
oversee, informal head up, be boss of. be in the 
dnving/dnvcT’s seat, be in the saddle 

president ► noun O terrorists assassinated the 
president head of state See list Qthe president 
of the society head, chief, director, leader, gov- 
ernor. principal, master. N Amer informal prexy 
©the president of the company chairman, chan- 
woman, managing director, MU. chief execu- 
tive (officer), CLO 

press ►verb ©press the paper doum firmly push 
(down), press down, depress, hold down, force, 
thrust, squeeze, compress ©his shirt was 
pressed smooth (out), iron, iemove creases 
from ©we pressed the grapes crush, squeeze, 
squash, mash, pulp, pound, pulverize, macer- 
ate ©she pressed the child to her bosom clasp. 
hold close, hug, cuddle, squeeze, clutch, grasp, 
embrace ©Winnie pressed his hand squeeze, 
grip, dutch ©the crowd pressed round cluster, 
gather, converge, congregate, flock, swarm, 
throng, crowd © the government pressed its claim 
plead, urge, advance insistently, present, sub- 
mit, put forward ©they pressed him to agree 
urge, put pressure on, pressurize, force, push, 
coerce, dragoon, steamroller, browbeat, informal 
lean on, put the screws on, twist someone’s 
arm, railroad, bulldoze © they pressed for a ban 
on the ivory trade call, ask, clamour, push, 
campaign, demand 

► noun ©a private press publishing house, print- 
ing company, printing press, ©the freedom of 
the press the media, the newspapers, the pa- 
pers, the news media, the fourth estate, jour- 
nalists, reporters, newspapermen, newsmen, 
newspaper women, pressmen, presswomen, in- 
formal journos, news hounds, N Amer informal 
newsies, Brit dated Fleet Street ©the company 
had some bad press • (press) reports, press cov- 
erage, press articles, press reviews 


Presidents of the USA 



OATES IN OFFICE 

1 

George Washington 

1789-1797 

2 

John Adams 

1797-1801 

3 

Thomas Jefferson 

1801-1809 

4 

James Madison 

1809-1817 

5 

James Monroe 

1817-1825 

6 

John Quincy Adams 

1825-1829 

7 

Andrew Jackson 

1829-1837 

8 

Martin Van Buren 

1837-1841 

9 

William Henry Harrison 

1841 

10 

John Tyler 

1841-1845 

11 

James Knox Polk 

1845-1849 

12 

Zachary Taylor 

1849-1850 

13 

Millard Fillmore 

1850-1853 

14 

Franklin Pierce 

1853-1857 

15 

James Buchanan 

1857-1861 

16 

Abraham Lincoln 

1861-1865 

17 

Andrew Johnson 

1865-1869 

18 

Ulysses Simpson Grant 

1869-1877 

19 

Rutherford Birchard Hayes 

1877-1881 

20 

James Abram Garfield 

1881 

21 

Chester Alan Arthur 

1881-1885 

22 

(Stephen) Grover Cleveland 

1885-1889 

23 

Benjamin Harrison 

1889-1893 

24 

(Stephen) Grover Cleveland 

1893-1897 

25 

William McKinley 

1897-1901 

26 

Theodore Roosevelt 

1901-1909 

27 

William Howard Taft 

1909-1913 

28 

(Thomas) Woodrow Wilson 

1913-1921 

29 

Warren Gamaliel Harding 

1921-1923 

30 

Calvin Coolldge 

1923-1929 

31 

Herbert Clark Hoover 

1929-1933 

32 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

1933-1945 

33 

Harry S. Truman 

1945-1953 

34 

Dwight David Eisenhower 

1953-1961 

35 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

1961-1963 

36 

Lyndon Baines Johnson 

1963-1969 

37 

Richard Milhous Nixon 

1969-1974 

38 

Gerald Rudolph Ford 

1974-1977 

39 

James Earl Carter, Jr. 

1977-1981 

40 

Ronald Wilson Reagan 

1981-1989 

41 

George Herbert Walker 

1989-1993 


Bush 


42 

William Jefferson Clinton 

1993-2001 

43 

George Walker Bush 

from 2001 


■ be pressed for have too little, be short of, 
have insufficient, lack, be lacking (in), be defi- 
cient in, need, be/stand in need of, informal be 
strapped for 

■ press on proceed, keep going, continue, 
carry on, make progress, make headway, press 
ahead, forge on/ahead, push on, keep on, 
struggle on, persevere, keep at it, stay with it, 
plod on, plough on, informal soldier on, plug 
away, peg away, stick at it 

pressing ►adjective ©a pressing problem ur 
gent, critical, crucial, acute, desperate, serious, 
grave, hfe-and-death ©a pressing engagement 
important, high-pnonty, critical, crucial, com- 
pelling, inescapable 

pressure ►noun ©a confined gas exerts a con- 
stant pressute physical force, load, stress, 
thrust, compression, weight ©they put pressure 
on us to borrow money coercion, force, compul- 
sion, constraint, duress, pestering, harassment, 
nagging, badgering, intimidation, arm-twisting, 
pressurization, persuasion ©she had a lot of 
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pressure from work strain, stress, tension, 
trouble, difficulty, informal hassle 
► verb they pressured him into resigning See pressur 
ize 

pressurize ►verb he tned to pressurize Huffy 
into selling coerce, pressure, put pressure on, 
press, push, persuade, force, bulldoze, hound, 
harass, nag. harry, badger, goad, pestei. brow- 
beat, bully, bludgeon, intimidate, dragoon, 
twist someone’s arm, informal railroad, lean on, 
N Amer informal hustle 

prestige ►noun status, standing, stature, 
prestigiousness, reputation, repute, regard, 
fame, note, renown, honour, esteem, celebrity, 
importance, prominence, influence, eminence, 
kudos, cachet, informal clout 

prestigious ►adjective O prestigious journals 
reputable, distinguished, respected, esteemed, 
eminent, august, highly legal ded, well thought 
of. acclaimed, authoritative, celebrated, lllustn 
ous, leading, lenowned 0 a prestigious job im 
pressive, important, prominent, high-i unking, 
influential, powerful, glamoious, well paid, ex- 
pensive, Bnt upmarket 
-oi'posn ts obscuie, minoi 
presumably ►adverb I presume. 1 expect, 1 
assume, I take it, I suppose, I imagine, 1 daie 
say. I guess, in all piobability, piobably, in all 
likelihood, as likely as not, doubtless, undoubt 
edly, no doubt 

presume ►verb QI presumed that it had once 
been an attu assume, suppose, date say, im- 
agine, take it. expect, believe, think, smmise, 
guess, )udge, conjecture, speculate, postulate, 
presuppose Qlet me presume to give you some ad- 
mit' venture, dare, have the audacity/efliont 
eiy, be so bold as take the liberty ol 
■ presume on take (unfair) advantage of, ex- 
ploit, take liberties with, count on. bank on, 
place reliance on 

presumption ►noun Qthis presumption mav 
be easily rebutted assumption, supposition, pre 
supposition, belief, guess, judgement, surmise, 
conjecture, speculation, hypothesis, postula- 
tion, inference, deduction, conclusion Qhe 
upologized for his presumption brazenness, auda- 
city, boldness, audaciousness, temerity, arro 
gance, presumptuousness, forwardness, cocki- 
ness, insolence, impudence, bumptiousness, 
impertinence, effronteiy. cheek, cheekiness, 
rudeness, impoliteness, disrespect, familiarity, 
informal nerve, brass neck, chutzpah, N Amer in 
formal sass, sassiness, archaic assumption 
presumptive ►adjective Qa presumptive diag- 
nosis conjectural, speculative, tentative, the- 
oretical, unproven, unconfirmed Qthe heir pre- 
sumptive probable, likely, prospective, as- 
sumed, supposed, expected 
presumptuous ► adjective brazen, overconfi- 
dent, arrogant, bold, audacious, forward, famil- 
iar, impertinent, insolent, impudent, cocky, 
cheeky, rude, impolite, uncivil, bumptious, N 
Amer informal sassy, archaic assumptive 

presuppose ► verb O this presupposes the exist - 
ence of a policy-making group require, necessi 
tate, imply, entail, mean, involve, assume 01 
had presupposed that theme parks make people 
happy presume, assume, take it for granted, 
take it as read, suppose, surmise, think, accept, 
consider 


presupposition ► noun presumption, as- 
sumption. preconception, supposition, hypoth- 
esis, surmise, thesis, theory, premise, belief, 
postulation 

pretence ►noun Q cease this pretence make- 
believe, putting on an act, acting, dissembling, 
shamming, faking, feigning, simulation, dis- 
simulation, play-acting, posturing, deception, 
deceit, deceit fulness, fraud, fraudulence, dupli- 
city. subterfuge, tnckeiy, dishonesty, hypoc- 
risy, falsity, lying, mendacity Qhe made a pre- 
tence of being unconcerned (false) show, semb- 
lance, affectation, (false) appearance, outward 
appearance, impression, (false) front, guise, fa 
cade, display ©she hud dropped any pretence to 
faith claim, profession Qhe was absolutely with- 
out pretence pretentiousness, display, ostenta- 
tion, affectation, showiness, posturing, hum- 
bug 

— opposi its honesty 

pretend ► verb Q they just pretend to listen make 
as if, piofess. affect, dissimulate, dissemble, 
pur it on. put on a talse front, go through the 
motions, sham, fake it 0/71 pretend to be the 
dragon put on an act, make believe, play at, 
act, play-act, impersonate ©it was useless to pre- 
tend innocence feign, sham, take, simulate, put 
on. counterfeit, affect Qhe cannot pretend to so- 
phistication claim, lay claim to, pui port to have, 
pi ofess to have 

► adjective ( informal ) a pretend conversation imagin 
ary, imagined, pietcnded, make-believe, made- 
up. fantasy, fantasized, dieamed-up, unreal, in- 
vented. fictitious, mythical, feigned, fake, 
mock, sham, simulated, artificial, ersatz, false, 
pseudo, informal phoney 

pretended ►adjective FAKE, faked, affected, 
assumed, professed, spurious, mock, imitation, 
simulated, make-believe, pseudo, sham, false, 
bogus, informal p let end. phonev 
pretender ► noun claimant, aspnant 
pretension ►noun ©the author has no preten- 
sion to exhaustive coverage’ aspiration, claim, as- 
sertion, pretence, profession ©she spoke with- 
out pretension pretentiousness, affectation, 
affcctcdness, ostentation, ostentatiousness, arti- 
ficiality, airs, posing, posturing, show, flushi- 
ness, pomposity, pompousness, grandiosity, 
grandiloquence, magniloquence 
pretentious ► adjective affected, ostenta- 
tious, showy, overambitious, pompous, artifi 
cial, inflated, overblown, high-sounding, 
flowery, grandiose, elaborate, extiavagant, 
flamboyant, ornate, grandiloquent, magnilo- 
quent, N Amer sophomonc, informal flashy, high- 
falutin, la-di-da, pseudo. Bnt informal poncey 
preternatural ►adjective extraordinary, ex- 
ceptional, unusual, uncommon, smgulai, un- 
precedented, remarkable, phenomenal, abnor- 
mal, inexplicable, unaccountable, strange, mys 
tenous, fantastic 

pretext ► noun (false) excuse, ostensible rea- 
son, alleged reason, guise, ploy, pretence, ruse 
prettify ► verb beautify, make attractive, make 
pretty, titivate, adorn, ornament, decorate, 
smarten (up), informal doll up, do up, give some- 
thing a facelift, Bnt informal tart up 
pretty ► adj active a pretty child attractive, love- 
ly, good-looking, nice-looking, personable, 
fetching, prepossessing, appealing, charmihg, 
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delightful, cute, as pretty as a picture; Scottish & 
N English bonny, informal easy on the eye, poetic / 
literary beauteous, archaic fair, comely 
-opposites plain, ugly 

► adverb a pretty large sum • quite, rather, some- 
what. fairly, reasonably, comparatively, rela- 
tively 

► verb she's prettying herself, beautify, make at- 
tractive. make pretty, prettify, titivate, adorn, 
ornament, smarten, informal do oneself up, Bnt 
mfoimal tart oneself up 

prevail ► verb Q common sense will prevail win 
(out/throuqh), triumph, be victorious, carry 
the day, come out on top, succeed, prove su- 
perior. conquer, overcome, rule, reign ©the 
conditions that prevailed in the 1950s exist, be in 
existence, be present, be the case, occur, be 
prevalent, be current, be the order of the day, 
be customary, be common, be widespread, be 
m force/effect, formal obtain 
■ prevail on/upon persuade, induce, talk 
someone into, coax, convince, make, get, press 
someone into, argue someone into, urge, pres- 
sure someone into, pressurize someone into, 
coerce, informal sweet-talk, soft-soap 

prevailing ►adjective current, existing, pre- 
valent, usual, common, general, widespread 

prevalence ►noun commonness, currency, 
widespread presence, generality, popularity, 
pervasiveness, universality, extensiveness, ram- 
pancy, nfeness 

prevalent ► adjective widespread, prevailing, 
frequent, usual, common, current, popular, 
general, universal, endemic, rampant, nfe 
-opposites rare 

prevaricate ► verb BE evasive, beat about the 
bush, hedge, fence, shilly-shally, dodge (the 
issue), sidestep (the issue), equivocate, tempor- 
ize. stall (for time), Bnt hum and haw, archaic 
palter, rare tergiversate 

prevent ►verb stop, put a stop to, avert, nip 
in the bud, fend off, stave off, ward off, hinder, 
impede, hamper, obstruct, baulk, foil, thwart, 
forestall, counteract, inhibit, curb, restrain, 
preclude, pre-empt, save, help, disallow, pro- 
hibit, forbid, proscribe, exclude, debar, bar, 
poetic /literary stay 
-OPPOSITES allow 

preventive ►adjective Q preventive mainten- 
ance pre-emptive, deterrent, precautionary, 
protective © preventive medicine prophylactic, 
diseasepreventing 

► noun Q a preventive against crime, precautionary 
measure, deterrent, safeguard, security, protec- 
tion, defence 0 disease preventives prophylac- 
tic (device), prophylactic medicine, preventive 
drug 

previous ► adjective Q the previous five years | 
her previous boyfriend foregoing, preceding, 
antecedent; old, earlier, pnor, former, ex-, past, 
last, sometime, onetime, erstwhile, formal quon- 
dam, anterior; archaic whilom. © ( mformaf) I was a 
bit previous : overhasty, hasty, premature, pre- 
cipitate. impetuous; mfonnal ahead of oneself. 
-opposites next. 

■ previous to before, poor to, until, (leading) 
up to, earlier than, preceding; formal anterior to 

previously ►advtrb formerly, earlier (on), 
before, hitherto, once, at one time, m the past, 
in days/times gone by. in bygone days, in times 


past, in former times, in advance, already, be- 
forehand, formal heretofore 
prey ► noun O the lions killed their prey quarry, 
kill ©she was easy prey victim, target, dupe, 
gull, informal sucker, soft touch, pushover; N 
Amer informal patsy, sap. schlemiel; Austral / NZ in- 
formal dill 

-opposites predator 

■ prey on Q hoverfiy larvae prey on aphids hunt, 
catch, eat, feed on, live on/off ©t hey prey on 
the elderly exploit, victimize, pick on, take ad- 
vantage of, tnck, swindle, cheat, hoodwink, 
fleece, informal con ©the problem preyed on his 
mind’ oppress, weigh (heavily) on, lie heavy 
on, gnaw at; trouble, worry, beset, disturb, dis- 
tress, haunt, nag, torment, plague, obsess 

price ►noun ©the purchase price cost, asking 
price, charge, fee. fare, levy, amount, sum, out- 
lay, expense, expenditure, valuation, quotation, 
estimate, humorous damage © spinsterhood was 
the price of her career consequence, result, cost, 
penalty, sacrifice, downside, snag, drawback, 
disadvantage, minus Qhe had a price on his 
head reward, bounty, premium 

► verb a ticket is priced at £5 00 fix/set the price 
of, cost, value, rate, estimate 

■ at a price at a high price/cost, at consider- 
able cost, for a great deal of money 

■ at any price whatever the price, at what- 
ever cost, no matter (what) the cost 

■ beyond price. See priceless sense 1 
priceless ►adjective © priceless works of art’ of 

incalculable value/worth, of immeasurable 
value/worth, invaluable, beyond pnee, irre- 
placeable, incomparable, unparalleled 0 (infor- 
mal) that’s priceless I See hilarious sense 1 
-opposites worthless, cheap 
pricey ► adjective ( infernal ) See expensive 
prick ►verb Q prick the potatoes with a fork 
pierce, puncture, make/put a hole m, stab, 
perforate, nick, jab ©his eyes began to pnek 
sting, smart, bum, prickle ©his conscience 
pricked him trouble, worry, distress, perturb, 
disturb, cause someone anguish, afflict, tor- 
ment. plague, prey on, gnaw at Q ambition 
pricked him on to greater effort goad, prod, in- 
cite, provoke, urge, spur, stimulate, encourage, 
inspire, motivate, push, propel, impel Qthe 
horse pricked up its ears' raise, erect 

► noun Qa pnek in the leg jab, sting, pinprick, 
stab. © the prick of tears behind her eyelids sting, 
stinging, smart, smarting, burning ©the pnek 
of conscience pang, twinge, stab. 

■ prick up one’s ears listen carefully, pay 
attention, become attentive, begin to take no- 
tice. attend; informal be all ears; poetic/ literary hark. 

prickle ►noun Qthe cactus is covered with 
prickles thorn, needle, barb, spike, point, 
spine, technical spicule. 0 Willie felt a cold prickle 
of fear tingle, tingling (sensation), pnekhng 
sensation, chill, thnll; Medicine paraesthesia. 

► verb its tiny spikes prickled his skin: sting, pnek. 
prickly ►adjective Qa prickly hedgehog: spiky, 

spiked, thorny, barbed, spiny; briaiy, brambly; 
rough, scratchy; technical spiculate, spicular, acu- 
leate, spmose. ©my sJan feels prickly: tingly, tin- 
gling, pnekhng. ©a prickly character See irrit- 
able. © the prickly question of the refugees: prob- 
lematic. awkward, ticklish, tricky, delicate, 
sensitive, difficult, knotty, thorny, irksome, 
tough, troublesome, bothersome, vexatious. 
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pride ►noun Q their triumphs were a source of 
pride self-esteem, dignity, honour, self-respect, 
self-worth, self-regard, pride in oneself Qtake 
pride in a good job well done pleasure, joy, de- 
light, gratification, fulfilment, satisfaction, 
sense of achievement ©he refused her offer out 
of pnde arrogance, vanity, self-importance, 
hubns, conceit, conceitedness, self-love, selt- 
adulation, self-admiration, narcissism, egotism, 
superciliousness, haughtiness, snobbery, snob- 
bishness, informal big-headedness, poetic/ literary 
vainglory ©the bull is the pride of the herd best, 
finest, top, cream, pick, choice, prize, glory, 
the jewel m the crown, ©the vegetable garden 
was the pride of the gardener source of satisfac 
tion, pnde and joy, treasured possession, joy, 
delight 

-opposites shame, humility 
■ pride oneself on be proud of, be proud of 
oneself for, take pnde in, take satisfaction in, 
congratulate oneself on, pat oneself on the 
back for, archaic pique oneself on/in 

priest ►noun clergyman, clergywoman, min- 
ister (of religion), clenc, clerk in holy orders, 
ecclesiastic, pastor, parson, father, cure, 
churchman, church wo man, man/woman ot the 
cloth, man/woman of God, Scottish kirkman, N 
Amer dominie, informal reverend, padre, Holy 
Joe, sky pilot. Austral informal josser, dated divine 
See list 

priestly ►adjective clerical, pastoral, pnest- 
like, ecclesiastical, sacerdotal, hieratic, rector- 
ial, archaic vicanal 

prig ► noun prude, puntan. killjoy, Mrs Grundy, 
informal goody-goody, holy Joe. N Amer informal 
bluenose 

priggish ► adjective self-righteous, holier- 
than-thou, sanctimonious, moralistic, prudish, 
puritanical, prim, strait-laced, stuffy, pnssy, 
narrow-minded, informal goody-goody, starchy 
-opposites broad-minded 

prim ► adjective demure, (pnm and) proper, for- 
mal, stuffy, strait-laced, prudish, pnssy, mimsy. 
pnggish. puritanical, Bnt po-faced, informal 
starchy 

primacy ► noun greater importance, pnonty, 
precedence, pre-eminence, supenonty, suprem- 
acy, ascendancy, dominance, dominion, leader- 
ship 

prima donna ►noun leading soprano, lead- 
ing lady, diva, (opera) star, pnncipal singer 

primal ►adjective Q primal masculine instincts 
basic, fundamental, essential, elemental, vital, 
central, intrinsic, inherent. Qthe primal source 
of living things, original, initial, earliest, first, 
primitive, primeval 

primarily ► adverb © ^ bishop was primarily a 
leader of the local community first (and fore 
most), firstly, essentially, in essence, funda- 
mentally, principally, predominantly, basically 
Qsuch work is undertaken primarily for large insti- 
tutions: mostly, for the most part, chiefly, 
mainly, m the mam, on the whole, largely, to a 
large extent, especially, generally, usually, typ- 
ically. commonly, as a rule 

primary ►adjective ©our primary role: main, 
chief, key, prime, central, pnncipal, foremost, 
first, most important, predominant, para- 
mount; informal number-one. Qthe primary cause 


Priests, RatMouc Official*, end 
Members of Bollflhmi Orders 

ancient Roman 


augur 

flamen 

haruspex 

oracle 

ponttfex 

Pyt hla 

ancient Celtic 

druid 

ovate 

Buddhist 

Dalai Lama 
lama 

Panchen Lama 

pongyl 

talapoin 

Christian 

abbess 

abbott 

acolyte 

almoner 

anchoress 

anchorite 

archimandrite 

archbishop 

archdeacon 

beadle 

bishop 

brother 

canon 

canoness 

cantor 

cardinal 

chaplain 

churchwarden 

confessor 

curate 

deacon 

deaconess 

dean 

elder 

friar 

lay brother 

lay sister 

mendicant 

minister 

monk 

Monsignor 

mother superior* 

nun 

nuncio 

patriarch 

pope 

precentor 

prelate 

presbyter 

primate 

prior 

prioress 

rector 

rural dean 

seminarist/seminarian 


sexton 

sister 

succentor 

thurifer 

verger 

vicar 

See oho Christian 

RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

Hindu 

rtsht 

Brahman 

guru 

mahant 

panda 

pandit 

pujari 

rlshl 

JEWISH 

cantor 

chief rabbi 

hazzan 

kohen/cohen 

Levtte 

rabbi 

rebbe 

rebbetetn 

Muslim 

ayatollah 

caHph 

fakir 

imam 

muezzin 

mullah 

sheikh 

Sikh 

guru 

VOODOO 

houngan 

mamalol 

mambo 

papalof 

Zoroastrian/ 

Parsec 

dastur 

magus 

general/ omit 

archpriest 

cleric 

hierarch 

hierophant 

high priest 

preacher 

priest 

priestess 

santero 

witch 

witch doctor 


original, earliest, initial, first; essential, funda- 
mental, basic 
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Prime Ministers of the UK 


Robert Walpole 

DATES IN OFFICE 

1721-1742 

Earl of Wilmington 

1742-1743 

Henry Pelham 

1743-1754 

Duke of Newcastle 

1754-1756 

Duke of Devonshire 

1756-1757 

Duke of Newcastle 

1757-1762 

Earl of Bute 

1762-1763 

George Grenville 

1763-1765 

Marquis of Rockingham 

1765-1766 

Earl of Chatham (Pitt the Elder) 

1766-1768 

Duke of Grafton 

1768-1770 

Lord North 

1770-1782 

Marquis of Rockingham 

1782 

Earl of Shelburne 

1782-1783 

Duke of Portland 

1783 

William Pitt (Pitt the Younger) 

1783-1801 

Henry Addington 

1801-1804 

William Pitt (Pitt the Younger) 

1804-1807 

Lord William Grenvfiie 

1806-1807 

Duke of Portland 

1807-1809 

Spencer Perceval 

1809-1812 

Earl of Liverpool 

1812-1827 

George Canning 

1827 

Viscount Goderich 

1827-1828 

Duke of Wellington 

1828-1830 

Earl Grey 

1830-1834 

Viscount Melbourne 

1834 

Robert Peel 

1834-1835 

Viscount Melbourne 

1835-1841 

Robert Peel 

1841-1846 

Lord John Russell 

1846-1852 

Earl of Derby 

1852 

Earl of Aberdeen 

1852-1855 

Viscount Palmerston 

1855-1858 

Earl of Derby 

1858-1859 

Viscount Palmerston 

1859-1865 

Earl Russell 

1865-1866 

-opposiils secondary 

. 


prime 1 ►adjective O his prime reason for leaving 
main, chief, key, primary, cential, principal, 
toiemost, first. most important, paramount, 
ma]oi, informal number-one © the prime cause of 
flooding fundamental, basic, essential, primary, 
cential © prime agricultural land top-quality. 
top, best, first-class, first-rate, grade A, supei- 
lor, supreme, choice, select, finest, excellent, 
superb, fine, informal tip-top, Al, top-notch Ou 
prime example archetypal, piototypical, typ- 
ical, classic, excellent, characteristic, quintes- 
sential 

-opposite s secondary, inferior 
► noun he ls in his prime heyday, best days/years, 
prime of one’s life, youth, salad days, peak, 
pinnacle, high point/spot, zenith 

prime 2 ►verb Qhe primed the gun prepare, 
load, get ready ©Lucy had primed him carefully 
brief, fill in, prepare, put in the picture, in- 
form, advise, instruct, coach, drill, informal clue 
in, give someone the low-down 

prime minister ► noun premier, first minis- 
ter, head of the government, Brit First Lord of 
the Treasury See list 

primeval ► adjective Opnmeval forest ancient, 
earliest, first, prehistoric, antediluvian, primor- 
dial, pristine, original, virgin ©primeval fears 


Earl of Derby 

DATES IN OFFICE 

1866-1868 

Benjamin Disraeli 

1868 

William Ewart Gladstone 

1868-1874 

Benjamin Disraeli 

1874-1880 

William Ewart Gladstone 

1880-1885 

Marquis of Salisbury 

1885-1886 

William Ewart Gladstone 

1886 

Maiquis of Salisbury 

1886-1892 

WiHiam Ewart Gladstone 

1892-1894 

Earl of Rosebery 

1894-1895 

Marquis of Salisbury 

1895-1902 

Arthur James Balfour 

1902-1905 

Henry Campbell-Bannerman 

1905-1908 

Herbert Henry Asquith 

1908-1915 

Herbert Henry Asquith 

1915-1916 

David Lloyd George 

1916-1922 

Andrew Bonar Law 

1922-1923 

Stanley Baldwin 

1923-1924 

James Ramsay MacDonald 

1924 

Stanley Baldwin 

1924-1929 

James Ramsay MacDonald 

1929-1931 

James Ramsay MacDonald 

1931-1935 

Stanley Baldwin 

1935-1937 

Neville Chamberlain 

1937-1940 

Winston Spencer Churchill 

1940-1945 

Clement Attlee 

1945-1951 

Winston Spencer Churchill 

1951-1955 

Anthony Eden 

1955-1957 

Harold Macmillan 

1957-1963 

Alec Douglas-Home 

1963-1964 

Harold Wilson 

1964-1970 

Edward Heath 

1970-1974 

Harold Wilson 

1974-1976 

James Callaghan 

1976-1979 

Margaret Thatcher 

1979-1990 

John Major 

1990-1997 

Tony Blair 

from 1997 


instinctive, primitive, basic, pnm.il. primor- 
dial, intuitive, inborn, innate, inherent 

primitive ►adjective ©primitive times ancient, 
earliest, first, prehistoric, antediluvian, pnmoi- 
dial, primeval, pnmal © primitive peoples unciv 
ilized, barbanan, barbanc, baibarous, savage, 
ignorant, uncultivated ©primitive tool s crude, 
simple, rough (and icady), basic, rudimentary, 
unrefined, unsophisticated, rude, makeshift 
©primitive art simple, natural, unsophisticated, 
unaffected, undeveloped, unpretentious 
-opposiies sophisticated, civilized 

primordial ►adjective ©the primordial oceans 
ancient, earliest, first, prehistoric, antedilu- 
vian, primeval Q their primordial desires in 
stinctive, primitive, basic, pnmal. pnmeval, in- 
tuitive, inborn, innate, inherent 

primp ►verb groom, tidy, arrange, brush, 
comb; smarten (up), spruce up, informal titivate, 
doll up, Bnt informal tart up, N Amer informal gussy 
up 

prince ►noun ruler, sovereign, monarch, 
king, pnnceling, crown prince, emir, sheikh, 
sultan, maharaja, raja 

princely ►adjective Qpnncely buildings See 
splendid sense 1 ©a princely sum See hand 
some sense 3 
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principal ►adjective the principal cause oj poor 
air quality main, chiet, primary, leading, fore- 
most, first, most important, predominant, 
dominant, (most) prominent, key, crucial, vital, 
essential, basic, prime, central, focal, piemier, 
paramount, major, ovei riding, caidinal, pre- 
eminent, uppermost, highest, top, topmost, in- 
forma/ numbei-one 
-opposites minor 

► noun Qthe principal of the firm chief, chief ex- 
ecutive (officer), CEO. chairman, chairwoman 
managing duectoi, MD, president director, 
manager, head, informal boss. Bnt informal gaffer, 
governor ©the school’s principal head (teach 
er), headmastei, headmistiess, dean, rector, 
chancellor . vice-chancelloi, president, piovost. 
N Amer informal piexy 0a principal in a wap 
opera leading actor actress, leading player/ 
perfoimer, leading role, lead, stai Orepawient 
of the principal capital (sum), debt, loan 

principally ►adverb mainly, mostly, chiefly, 
foi the most pait. in the main, on the whole, 
laigely, to a large extent, piedominantly, basic- 
ally, primal llv 

principle ►noun Q elementary principles truth. 
pioposition. concept, idea, theory, assumption, 
fundamental, essential Qthe principle of laissez- 
faire doctrine, belief, creed, ciedo, (golden) 
rule, cruel ion, tenet, code, ethic, dictum, 
canon, law ©a woman of principle | sticking to 
one's principles morals, moialily, (code of) eth 
ics. beliefs, ideals, standaids, integrity, upright 
ness righteousness, virtue, probity, (sense of) 
honour, decency, conscience, scruples 

■ in principle Q there is no reason, m principle. 
why we couldn’t work together in theory, theoret 
u ally, on paper ©he has accepted the idea in 
principle in general, in essence, on the whole, 
m the main 

principled ►adjective moral, ethical, virtuous, 
righteous, upright, upstanding, high-minded, 
honnmable. honest, incorruptible 

prink ►verb groom, tidv, airange, smarten (up), 
spruce up, preen, pump, informal titivate, doll 
up, Bnt informal t ait up, N Amer informal gussv up 

print ►verb ©four newspapers are printed in the 
town set in print, send to press, mn off, re- 
punt ©patterns were printed on the cloth im 
print, impress, stamp, mark ©they printed 
10,000 copies publish, issue, release, circulate 
incident ls printed on her memory register. 
recoid, lmprejs, imprint, engrave, etch, stamp, 
mark 

► noun Qsmall print type, printing, letters, letter- 
ing, characters, type size, typeface, font 
© prints of his left hand impression, fingerprint, 
footprint © sporting prints picture, design, en- 
graving, etching, lithograph, linocut, woodcut 
Qpnnts and negatives photograph, photo, 
snap, snapshot, picture, still, Bnt enpnnt ©soft 
floral prints printed cloth/fabric, patterned 
cloth/fabnc, chintz 

■ in print published, printed, available in 
bookshops 

■ out of print no longer available, unavail- 
able, unobtainable 

prior ►adjective by prior arrangement earlier, 
previous, preceding, foregoing, antecedent, ad- 
vance; formal anterior 
-opposites subsequent 


■ prior to before, until, till, up to, previous 
to, earlier than, preceding, leading up to, formal 
anterior to 

priority ►noun Q safety us our priority prime 
concern, most important consideration, pn- 
mary issue ©giving priority to primary education 
precedence, greater importance, preference, 
pie-enunence, predominance, primacy, first 
place Q traffic on the roundabout has priority 
RIGHT OF WAY 

priory ► noun religious house, abbey, cloister, 
monastery, friary, convent, nunnery 

prise ►verb QI prised the lid off lever, jemmy, 
wrench, wrest, twist, N Amer pry, jimmy ©hr 
had to prise injormatum from them wring, wiest, 
worm out. winkle out, screw, squeeze, extract 

prison ► noun jail, lock-up, penal institution, 
detention cent to. Bnt young offendei institu- 
tion, N Amer lailhouse, penitentiary, correction- 
al facility, informal clink, coolei. slammer, stu. 
jug, bug, Brit informal nick, N Amer mfonnal can, 
pen, pokey, slam, Brit informal , dated chokev, 
quod, Bnt histoncal approved school, borstal, 
bndcwell, Bnt Military glasshouse, (be in prison) 
informal be inside, be behind bars, do time, Bnt 
informal do bird, do porridge 
-rflaiid ifkms custodial 

prisoner ►noun ©a prisoner serving a life sen 
feme convict, detainee, inmate, informal jailbird, 
con, Bnt informal (old) lag. N Amer informal yard 
bird ©the army took many prisoners prisoner of 
war, 1’OW internee, captive 

prissy ► adjective prudish, priggish, prim, prim 
and pioper, strait-laced, Victorian, old-maidish, 
schoolmistressy. sc hoolmarmish, Brit po-faced, 
mfomral starchy 
-opposm-s broad-minded 

pristine ►adjective immaculate, perfect, in 
mint condition, as new, unspoilt, spotless, 
flawless, clean, fresh new, virgin, pure, un- 
used 

-opposm s dirt v spoilt 

privacy ►noun seclusion solitude, isolation, 
fieedom from distuibance, fieedom tiom inter 
ference 

private ► adjective ©his promt* plane personal, 
own, individual, special, exclusive, privately 
owned ©private talks confidential, seuet, 
classified, unofficial, olf the record, closet in 
camera, backstage, privileged, one-on-one. 
tete-a-tete © private thoughts intimate, person 
al, secret, innermost, undisclosed, unspoken, 
unvoiced O ^ very private man reserved, intro- 
vert, mtioverted, self-contained, reticent, dis 
erect, uncommunicative, unforthcoming, retn 
ing, unsociable, withdrawn, solitary, reclusive, 
hermitic © they Jound a private place in which to 
talk secluded, solitary, undisturbed, concealed, 
hidden, remote, isolated, out ol the way, sc 
questered ©we can be private here undis 
turbed, uninterrupted, alone, by ourselves 
Qthe Queen attended in a private capacity, unoffi 
cial, personal Qpnvate industry independent, 
non-state, privatized, denationalized, commer- 
cial, private-enterprise 

-opposites public, open, extrovert, busy, 
crowded, official, state, nationalized 

► noun a private in the army private soldier, com- 
mon soldier, trooper, Bnt sapper, gunner, rank- 
er, US GJ, Bnt informal Tommy, squaddie 
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■ In private in secret, secretly, privately, be- 
hind closed doors, m camera, £ huis clos, in 
confidence, confidentially, between ourselves, 
entre nous, off the record, formal sub rosa 
private detective ► noun private investiga 
tor, Bnt enquiry agent, informal private eye, PI, 
sleuth, snoop, N Arner informal shamus, gum- 
shoe, informal, dated private dick 

privately ► advarb ©we must talk privately in 
secret, secretly, in private, behind closed 
doors, in camera. £ huis clos, in confidence, 
confidentially, between ourselves, entre nous, 
off the record, formal sub rosa Q privately, I am 
glad secretly, inwardly, deep down, personal- 
ly, unofficially ©he lived very privately out of 
the public eye, out of public view, in seclusion, 
in solitude, alone 
-opposites publicly 

privation ► noun deprivation, hardship, desti- 
tution, impovenshment, want, need, needi- 
ness, austerity 
-opposites plenty, luxury 

privilege ►noun O senior pupils have certain 
privileges advantage, benefit, prerogative, en- 
titlement, right, concession, freedom, liberty 
©It was a privilege to meet her honour, pleas- 
ure ©parliamentary privilege immunity, exemp- 
tion, dispensation 

privileged ► adjective o a privileged background 
wealthy, rich, affluent, prosperous, lucky, for- 
tunate, elite, favoured, (socially) advantaged 
©privileged information confidential, private, 
secret, restricted, classified, not for publication, 
off the record, inside, informal hush-hush ©MPs 
are privileged immune (from prosecution), pro- 
tected, exempt, excepted 
-opposites underprivileged, disadvantaged, 
public, liable 

privy ► adjactiva he was not privy to the discussions 
IN THE KNOW about, acquainted with, in on, in- 
formed of. advised of, apprised of, informal 
genned up on. clued up on, wise to. formal cog- 
nizant of 

► noun he went out to the privy See toilet sense 1 " 
prize ►noun ©an art prize award, reward, pre- 
mium. purse, trophy, medal, honour, accolade, 
crown, laurels, palm, ©the prizes of war spoils, 
booty, plunder, loot, pickings 

► adjactiva ©a pnze bull champion, award- 
winning. prize-winning, winning, top, best 
©a prize example outstanding, excellent, su- 
perlative, superb, supreme, very good, prime, 
fine, magnificent, marvellous, wonderful, infor- 
mal great, terrific, tremendous, fantastic ©a 
pnze idiot, utter, complete, total, absolute, real, 
perfect, positive, veritable, Bnt informal nght. 
bloody; Austral / NZ informal fair 

-opposites second-rate 

► verb many collectors prize his work • value, set 
great store by. rate highly, attach great import- 
ance to, esteem, hold in high regard, think 
highly of, treasure, cherish 

prized ►adjactiva treasured, precious, cher- 
ished, much loved, beloved, valued, esteemed, 
highly regarded. 

prizewinner ►noun champion, winner, gold 
medallist, victor; informal champ, number one. 

probability ► noun © the probability of winning 
likelihood, prospect, expectation, chance, 
chances, odds © relegation is a distinct probabil- 


ity probable event, prospect, possibility, 
good/fair/reasonable bet 

probable ►adjactiva LIKELY, most likely, odds- 
on, expected, anticipated, predictable, foresee- 
able, ten to one, informal on the cards, a good/ 
fair/ reasonable bet 
-opposites unlikely 

probably ►advarb in all likelihood, m all 
probability, as like(ly) as not, (very/most) likely, 
ten to one, the chances are, doubtless, no 
doubt, archaic like enough 

probation ► noun trial period, test period, ex- 
perimental period, trial 

probo ► noun a probe into an air crash investiga 
tion, enquiry, examination, inquest, explor- 
ation, study, analysis 

► varb ©hands probed his body examine, feel, feel 
around, explore, prod, poke, check ©police 
probed the tragedy investigate, enquire into, 
look into, study, examine, scrutinize, go into, 
carry out an inquest into 

probity ► noun integrity, honesty, uprightness, 
decency, morality, rectitude, goodness, virtue, 
right-mindedness, trustworthiness, truthful- 
ness, honour 

-opposites untrustworthiness 

problem ► noun ©they ran into a problem diffi 
culty, trouble, worry, complication, difficult 
situation, snag, hitch, drawback, stumbling 
block, obstacle, hurdle, hiccup, setback, catch, 
predicament, plight, misfortune, mishap, mis- 
adventure, informal dilemma, headache, prob. 
facer ©f don’t want to be a problem nuisance. 
bother, pest, irritant, thorn in one’s side/flesh, 
vexation, mfonnal drag, pain, pain m the neck 
Q arithmetical problems puzzle, question, poser, 
enigma, riddle, conundrum, mfornial teasei. 
brain-teaser 

► adjective a problem child troublesome, difficult, 
unmanageable, unruly, disobedient, uncontiol- 
lable. recalcitrant, delinquent 

-opposites well behaved, manageable 
problematic ►adjective difficult, hard, tax- 
ing. troublesome, tricky, awkward, controver- 
sial, ticklish, complicated, complex, knotty, 
thorny, prickly, vexed, informal sticky, Bnt informal 
dodgy 

-opposites easy, simple, straightforward 
procedure ►noun course of action, line of 
action, policy, senes of steps, method, system, 
strategy, way, approach, formula, mechanism, 
methodology, MO (modus operandi), technique, 
routine, dnll, practice 

proceed ►verb ©she was uncertain how to pro- 
ceed begin, make a start, get going, move, set 
something in motion, take action, act, go on, 
go ahead, make progress, make headway ©he 
proceeded down the road' go, make one’s way, 
advance, move, progress, carry on, press on, 
push on ©we should proceed with the talks' go 
ahead, cany on, go on, continue, keep on. get 
on, get ahead, pursue, prosecute © there is not 
enough evidence to proceed against him- take some- 
one to court, start/take proceedings against, 
start an action against, sue. © all power proceeds 
from God originate, spnng, stem, come, denve, 
arise, issue, flow, emanate 
-opposites stop. 

proceedings ►plural noun ©the evening's pro- 
ceedings' events, activities, happenings, goings- 
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on. doings 0 the proceedings of the meeting re 
port, transactions, minutes, account, record(s), 
annals, archives Q legal proceedings legal ac 
tion, court/judicial proceedings, litigation, law- 
suit, case, prosecution 

proceeds ► plural noun profits, earnings, re- 
ceipts, returns, takings, income, revenue, Sport 
gate (money/receipts). N Amer take 
process ► noun O investigation is a long process 
procedure, operation, action, activity, exercise, 
affair, business, job, task, undertaking 0 a new 
canning process method, system, technique, 
means, practice, way, approach, methodology 
► verb applications are processed rapidly deal with, 
attend to, see to, sort out. handle, take care of, 
action 

s In the process of in the middle of. in the 
course of, in the midst of, m the throes of, 
busy with, occupied m/with, taken up with/by. 
involved in 

procession ► noun O a procession through the 
town parade, march, march past, cavalcade, 
motorcade, cortege, column, file, train Qa 
procession of dance routines series, succession, 
stream, string, sequence, run 
proclaim ►verb Q messengers proclaimed the 
good news dfclare, announce, pronounce, 
state, make known, give out, advertise, pub- 
lish, broadcast, promulgate, trumpet, blazon 
Qthe men proclaimed their innocence assert, de- 
clare. profess, maintain, protest ©he pro- 
claimed himself president declare, pronounce, 
announce O cheap paint soon proclaims its cheap- 
ness demonstrate, indicate, show, reveal, 
manifest, betray, testify to. signify 
proclamation ►noun declaration, an- 
nouncement, pronouncement, statement, noti- 
fication, publication, broadcast, promulgation, 
blazoning, assertion, profession, protestation, 
decree, order, edict, ruling 
proclivity ►noun inclination, tendency, lean- 
ing, disposition, proneness, propensity, bent, 
bias, penchant, predisposition, predilection, 
partiality, liking, preference, taste, fondness, 
weakness 

procrastinate ►verb delay, put off doing 
something, postpone action, defer action, be 
dilatory, use delaying tactics, stall, temporize, 
drag one’s feet/heels, take one’s time, play for 
time, play a waiting game 
procreate ►verb produce offspring, repro- 
duce, multiply, propagate, breed 
procure ►verb Qhe managed to procure a coat 
obtain, acquire, get, find, come by, secure, pick 
up. buy. purchase, informal get hold of, get one’s 
hands on Qthe police found that he was procur- 
ing pimp, Bnt informal ponce 
prod ►verb ©Cassie prodded him m the chest 
poke, jab, dig, elbow, butt, stab 0 they hoped to 
prod the government into action ■ spur, stimulate, 
stir, rouse, prompt, drive, galvanize; persuade, 
urge, chivvy, incite, goad, egg on, provoke 
► noun Qa prod in the ribs poke, jab, dig, elbow, 
butt, thrust. ©they need a prod to get them to do 
act. stimulus, push, prompt, reminder, spur, 
incitement, goad. 

prodigal ►adjective Q prodigal habits die hard 
wasteful, extravagant, spendthrift, profligate, 
improvident, imprudent. 0 a composer who is 
prodigal with his talents : generous, lavish, lib- 


eral, unstinting, unsparing; poetic /literary boun- 
teous ©a dessert prodigal with whipped cream 
abounding in, abundant in, nch in. covered in. 
awash with 

-opposites thrifty, mean, deficient 

prodigious ► adjective enormous, huge, colos- 
sal, immense, vast, great, massive, gigantic, 
mammoth, tremendous, inordinate, monumen- 
tal. amazing, astonishing, astounding, stagger- 
ing, stunning, remarkable, phenomenal, ter- 
rific, miraculous, impressive, striking, startling, 
sensational, spectacular, extraordinary, excep- 
tional, breathtaking, incredible, informal humon- 
gous, stupendous, fantastic, fabulous, mega, 
awesome, Bnt informal ginormous, poetic/ literary 
wondrous 

-opposites small, unexceptional 

prodigy ►noun Qa seven-year-old prodigy ge 
nius, mastermind, virtuoso, wunderkmd, won- 
der child, informal whizz-kid, whizz, wizard 
0 Germany seemed a prodigy of industrial discipline 
model, classic example, paragon, paradigm, 
epitome, exemplar, archetype 

produce ►verb Qthe company produces furni- 
ture manufacture, make, construct, build, fab- 
ricate, put togethei, assemble, turn out, create, 
mass-produce, informal chum out 0 the vineyards 
produce excellent wines yield, grow, give, supply, 
provide, furnish, bear, bring forth ©she pro- 
duced ten puppies give birth to, bear, deliver, 
bnng forth, bring into the world Qhe produced 
five novels create, originate, fashion, turn out, 
compose, wnte, pen, paint ©she produced an 
ID card pull out, extract, fish out, present, 
offer, proffer, show © no evidence was produced 
present, offer, provide, furnish, advance, put 
forward, bnng forward, come up with ©that 
will produce a reaction give rise to. bnng about, 
cause, occasion, generate, engender, lead to. re- 
sult in, effect, induce, set off. provoke, precipi- 
tate, breed, spark off. tngger, poetic/ literary beget 
O James produced the play stage, put on, 
mount, present 

-related terms -facient, -genic 
► noun fresh \ rroduce food, foodstuffs), products, 
harvest, ciops, fruit, vegetables, greens, Bnt 
greengrocery 

producer ►noun Qa car producer manufac- 
turer. maker, builder, constructor, fabricator 
0 coffee producers grower, farmer 0 the produ- 
cer of the show impresario, manager, adminis- 
trator, promoter, regisseur 

product ►noun Qa household product arte 
fact, commodity, manufactured article, cre- 
ation, invention, (products) goods, wares, 
merchandise, produce ©hi s skill is a product of 
experience result, consequence, outcome, ef- 
fect, upshot, fruit, by-product, spin-off 

production ►noun Qthe production of cars 
manufacture, making, construction, building, 
fabrication, assembly, Creadon; mass-produc- 
tion. 0 the production of literary works creation. 
origination, fashioning, composition, writing. 
0 literary productions work, opus, creadon: 
publication, composition, piece; work of art, 
paindng, picture, ©agricultural production : out- 
put, yield; productivity, ©admission only on pro- 
duction of a ticket: presentation, proffering, 
showing ©a theatre production: performance, 
staging, presentation, show, piece, play. 
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productive ► adjective Qa productive artist 
prolific, inventive, creative, energetic Q pro- 
ductive talks useful, constructive, profitable, 
fruitful, gainful, valuable, effective, worth- 
while, helpful 0 productive land fertile, fruit- 
ful, rich, fecund 
-opposites sterile, barren 
productivity ► noun ©workers have boosted 
productivity efficiency, work rate, output, yield, 
pi eduction Qthe productivity of the soil fruit 
fulness, fertility, richness, fecundity 
-opposites stenlity, bairenness 
profane ►adjective O subjects both sacred and 
profane secular, lay, non-religious, temporal, 
formal laic ©u profane man irreverent irreli- 
gious, ungodly, godless, unbelieving, impious, 
disiespectful, sacrilegious 0 profane language 
obscene, blasphemous, indecent, foul, vulgai, 
ciude, filthy, dirty, smutty, coarse, rude, often 
sive, mdecoious 

— opposi i ls religious, sacred, icverent, decor- 
ous 

► verb invader s profaned our temples desecrate, 
violate, defile, tieat sacrilegiously 

profanity ►noun ©he hissed a profanity | an 
outburst oj profamtv oath, swear word, exple- 
tive. curse, obscenity, foui -letter word, duty 
word, blasphemy, swearing, foul language, bad 
language, cuising, informal cuss, cuss word, formal 
imprecation, archaic execiation ©some tradition- 
al festivals were tainted with profanity sacrilege, 
blasphemy, irreligion. ungodliness, impiety, ir- 
reverence, disrespect 

profess ►verb ©he professed his lave declare, 
announce, pioclaim, assert, state, affiim, avow, 
maintain, piolest, formal aver ©she projessed to 
loathe publmtv claim, pietend, purport, affect, 
make out, informal let on e the 1 mpetor projessed 
Christianity affirm ones faith in, afTiini one's 
allegiance to, avow, confess 
professed ►adjective Qhts professed ambition 
claimed, supposed, ostensible, self-styled, ap- 
parent, pietended purported ©u professed 
( hnstian declared, self-acknowledged, self-cort 
fessed, confessed, sworn, avowed, confirmed 
profession ►noun ©his chosen profession of 
teaching career, occupation, calling, vocation, 
metier, line (of work), walk of life, job, busi- 
ness, tiade, ciaft, informal lacket ©a profession of 
allegiance declaration, affirmation, statement, 
announcement, proclamation, assertion, avow- 
al. vow, claim, piotestation, formal averment 
professional ► adjective © people in profession- 
al occupations white-collar, non-manual ©a 
professional cricketer paid, salaried ©a thoroughly 
professional performance expert, accomplished, 
skilful, masterly, masterful, fine, polished, 
skilled, proficient, competent, able, experi- 
enced, practised, trained, seasoned, business 
like, deft, informal ace, crack, top-notch ©not a 
professional way to behave appropriate, fitting, 
proper, honourable, ethical, correct, comme ll 
faut 

-opposites manual, amateur, amateurish, in- 
appropriate, unethical 

► noun © affluent young professionals white-collar 
worker, office worker ©hi s first season as a 
professional professional player, paid player, 
salaried player, informal pro Qshe was a real pro- 
fessional on stage expert, virtuoso, old hand, 
master, maestro, past master, informal pro, ace, 


wizard, whizz, hotshot, Brit informal dab hand. N 
Amer informa 1 maven, crackerjack 
-opposites manual worker, amateur 

professor ► noun holder of a chair, head of 
faculty, head of department, N Amer full pio- 
fessor, informal prof 

proffer ►verb offer, tender, submit, extend, 
volunteei. suggest, propose, put forward, hold 
out 

-opposites refuse, withdraw 

proficiency ►noun skill, expertise, experi- 
ence, accomplishment, competence, mastery, 
prowess, professionalism, deftness, adroitness, 
dexterity, finesse, ability, facility, informal know- 
how 

—opposi its incompetence 

proficient ►adjective skilled, skilful, expert, 
experienced, accomplished, competent, mastei- 
ly, adept, adroit, deft, dexterous, able, profes- 
sional. consummate, complete, master, informal 
ciack, ace, mean 
—opposite s incompetent 

profile ►noun ©hii handsome profile side view, 
outline, silhouette, contour, shape, form, fig 
uie. lines ©she mote a profile of the organiza 
turn description, account, study, portrait, pot 
tiayal, depiction, rundown, sketch, outline 

► verb he was profiled in the Irish Times describe, 
wnte about, give an account of, portray, de- 
pict. sketch, outline 

■ keep a low profile lie low, keep quiet, keep 
out of the public eye, avoid publicity, keep out 
of sight 

profit ► noun ©the firm made a profit (finan 
cial) gain, retum(s). yield, proceeds, earnings, 
winnings, surplus, excess, mfomial pay dirt, bot- 
tom line 0 there was little profit in going on ad 
vantage, benefit, value, use, good, avail, informal 
mileage 

—opposi i es loss, disadvantage 

► verb Qthe company will not profit from the dis 
posal make money, make a piofit, informal lake it 
in. clean up, make a packet, make a killing, 
make a bundle, N Amer informal make big bucks, 
make a fast/qmck buck ©how will that profit 
us> benefit, be beneficial to, be of benefit to, 
be advantageous to, be of advantage to, be of 
use to, be of value to. do someone good. help, 
be of service to, serve, assist, aid 
-opposites lose, disadvantage 

■ profit by/from benefit from, take advantage 
of, derive benefit from, capitalize on. make the 
most of, turn to one’s advantage, put to good 
use, do well out of, exploit, gain from, informal 
cash in on 

profitable ►adjective ©a profitable company 
moneymaking, profit-making, commercial, suc- 
cessful, money-spinning, solvent, m the black, 
gainful, remunerative, financially rewarding, 
paying, lucrative, bankable © profitable study 
beneficial, useful, advantageous, valuable, pro- 
ductive, worthwhile, rewarding, fruitful, lllu 
minatmg, informative, well spent 
-opposites loss-making, fruitless, useless 

profiteer ►verb a shopkeeper was charged with 
profiteering overcharge, racketeer, cheat some- 
one, fleece someone, informal np someone off, 
rob someone 

► noun he was a war profiteer racketeer, exploit- 
er, black marketeer; informal bloodsucker 
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profligate ► adjective Q profligate local author 
ities wasteful, extravagant, spendthrift, im- 
provident, prodigal ©a profltgate lifestyle dis 
solute, degenerate, dissipated, debauched, cor- 
rupt, depraved, promiscuous, loose, wanton, li- 
centious. libertine, decadent, abandoned, fast, 
sybaritic, voluptuary 
-opposites thnfry, frugal, moral, upright 
► noun he was an out-and-out profligate libertine, 
debauchee, degenerate, dissolute, roue, rake, 
loose-liver, sybarite, voluptuary, dated rip 

profound ► adjective Q profound relief heart 
felt, intense, keen, great, extreme, acute, se- 
vere, sinceie, earnest, deep, deep-seated, ovei- 
powermg. overwhelming, tervent, ardent 
0 profound silence complete, utter, total, abso 
lute On profound change far-reaching, ladic al, 
extensive, sweeping exhaustive, thoiough- 
going ©<i profound analysis wise, learned, 
clever, intelligent, scholar lv. sage, erudite, dis- 
cerning, penetrating, peiceptive, astute, 
thoughtful, insightful, pempient, perspica- 
cious. formal sapient 0 profound truths complex, 
abstiact, deep, weighty, difficult, abstruse, ret 
ondite, esoteric 

-opposites superficial mild, slight, simple 

profuse ►adjective Q profuse apologies copious. 
prolific, abundant, libeial, unstinting, fulsome, 
effusive, extravagant, lavish, gushing, informal 
over the top, gushy Q profUse blooms luxuri 
ant plentiful, copious, abundant, lush. ruh. 
exuberant, notous, teeming, rank, lampant, in- 
formal |ungly 

-opposiies meagre sparse 

profusion ►noun abundance, mass, host, cm 
nucopia, not. plethora, superabundance, mtomial 
sea. wealth, formal plenitude 

progenitor ►noun O the progenitor of an illus 
tnous family ancestor, forefather forebear, 
parent, primogenitor . Law stnps, aichaic beget 
ter ©the progenitor of modem jazz originator, 
creator, founder, architect, inventor, pioneei 

progeny ► noun offspring, young, babies, 
childien, sons and daughters, family, brood, 
descendants, heirs, scions. Law issue, archaic 
seed, fruit of one’s loins 

prognosis ► noun forecast, prediction, prog- 
nostication, prophecy, divination, augury 

prognosticate ►verb forecast, predict, 
prophesy, foretell, foresee, forewarn of 

prognostication ►noun prediction, fore- 
cast. piophecy, prognosis, divination, auguiv 

programme ►noun Qour programme for the 
day schedule, agenda, calendar, timetable, 
older of events, line-up ©the gox'emment’s re - 
form programme scheme, plan of action, senes 
of measures, strategy ©a television programme 
broadcast, production, show, presentation, 
transmission, perfomiance, telecast, informal 
prog ©a programme of study course, syllabus, 
cumculum 0a theatre programme guide, list of 
performers, N Amer playbill 
► verb they programmed the day well arrange, or- 
ganize, schedule, plan, map out, timetable, line 
up, N Amer slate 

progress ►noun Qboulders made progress diffi- 
cult forward movement, advance, going, pro- 
gression, headway, passage Q scientific progress 
development, advance, advancement, headway, 


profligate | project 

step(s) forward, improvement, betterment, 
growth 

-opposites relapse 

► verb © they progressed slowly down the road go. 
make one’s way, move, move forward, go for- 
ward, proceed, advance, go on. continue, make 
headway, work one’s way ©the school has pro- 
gressed rapidly develop, make progress, ad- 
vance, make headway, take steps forward, 
move on, get on, gain ground, improve, get 
better, come on, come along, make strides, 
thrive, prosper, blossom, flounsh, informal be 
getting there 

-opposnrs lelapsc 

■ in progress under way, going on, ongoing, 
happening, occurring, taking place, proceed- 
ing. continuing, unfinished, on the stocks, N 
Amer in the works 

progression ►noun ©progression to the next 
stage progress, advancement, movement, pas 
sage, march, development, evolution, giowth 
©a progression of peaks on the graph succession, 
senes, sequence, string, stream, chain, concat- 
enation. tiain. row, cycle 
progressive ►adjective o progressive detenor 
atum continuing, continuous, increasing, glow- 
ing. developing, ongoing, acceleiating, escalat- 
ing. gradual, step-bv-step, cumulative ©p?o- 
gressive views modern, liberal, advanced, foi 
ward-thinking, enlightened, enterprising, in- 
novative, pioneering, dynamic, bold, avant- 
gaide, refoiming, leformist, radical, informal go- 
ahead 

-opposm-s conservative, reactionary 

► noun he is very much a progressive innovator, re 
former, reformist liberal, libertarian 

prohibit ► verb ©slule law prohibits gambling 
forbid, ban, bar, inteidict. proscribe, make il- 
legal, embaigo, outlaw, disallow, veto. Law en- 
join ©a cash shortage prohibited the visit pre 
vent, stop, rule out. preclude, make unpos 
sible 

-opposiiis allow 

prohibited ► adjective forbidden, verboten, 
taboo illegal, illicit, against the law, Islam 
haiam, informal not on. out, no go. formal non 
licet See oho prohibit 
-opposiiis permitted 

prohibition ►noun ©the prohibition o] canna- 
bis banning, forbidding, prohibiting, barring, 
deba/ment, vetoing, proscription, interdiction, 
outlawing ©d prohibition was imposed ban, bar, 
inteidict, veto, embargo, injunction, morator- 
ium 

prohibitive ►adjective Q prohibitive costs ex 
cessively high, sky-high, over-inflated, out of 
the question, beyond one's means, extortion- 
ate. unreasonable, exorbitant, informal steep, 
criminal © prohibitive regulations proscriptive, 
prohibitory, restrictive, repressive 
project ► noun © an engineering project scheme, 
plan, programme, enterprise, undertaking, ven- 
ture. proposal, idea concept ©a history project 
assignment, piece of work, piece of research, 
task 

► verb ©profits are projected to rise forecast, pre- 
dict, expect, estimate, calculate, reckon, ©his 
projected book intend, plan, propose, devise, de- 
sign, outline © balconies projected over the lake 
stick out, jut (out), protrude, extend, stand 
out, bulge out. poke out, thrust out, cantilever 
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© seeds are projected from the tree propel, dis- 
charge, launch, throw, cast, fling, hurl, shoot 
0 the sun projected his shadow on the wall cast, 
throw, send, shed, shine ©she tried to project a 
calm image • convey, put across, put over, com- 
mumcate, present, promote 

projectile ► noun missile See list 


Projectiles end Projectile 
Weapons 

See a/so bomb, bullet, cun. 


NtOftCTIllS 

arrow 

assegai 

bolas 

bolt 

boomerang 
brinny 
bullet 
cruise 
missile 
dart 
flare 
flechette 
flying bomb 
guided 
missile 
harpoon 
heat-seeking 
missile 


Javelin 
jerid 
kierie 
missile 
mortar 
bomb/shell 
pellet 
rocket 
shrapnel 
shuriken 
spear 
star shell 
torpedo 
woomera 

PROJECTILE 

WEAPONS 

arbalest 

ballista 


blowpipe 

bow 

catapult 

crossbow 

gun 

harpoon gun 
longbow 
mangonel 
missile 
launcher 
mortar 
raH gun 
rocket 
launcher 
sling 

trebuchet 


projecting ►adjtcflve sticking out. protuber- 
ant, protruding, prominent, jutting, overhang- 
ing. proud, bulging, informal sticky-out 
-opposites sunken, flush 

projection ► noun Qa sales projection fore 
cast, prediction, prognosis, expectation, esti- 
mate ©tiny projections on the cliff face protu 
berance, protrusion, sticking-our bit, promin- 
ence, eminence, outcrop, outgrowth, jut, jag, 
snag, overhang, ledge, shelf, informal sticky-out. 
bit 

proletarian ► adjective u proletarian back- 
ground working-class, plebeian, cloth-cap, 
common 

-opposites aristocratic 

► noun disaffected proletarians working-class per 
son, worker, plebeian, commoner, man/ 
woman/person m the street; derogatory prole 
-opposites aristocrat 

proletariat ► noun the workers, working- 
class people, wage-earners, the labouring 
classes, the common people, the lower classes, 
the masses, the commonalty, the rank and file, 
the third estate, the plebeians, derogatory the hoi 
polloi, the plebs, the proles, the great un- 
washed. the mob, the rabble 
-opposites aristocracy 

proliferate ► verb increase rapidly, grow rap- 
idly, multiply, rocket, mushroom, snowball, 
burgeon, run not 
-opposites decrease, dwindle 

prolific ► idjoctlvt O a prolific crop of tomatoes' 
plentiful, abundant, bountiful, profuse, copi- 
ous. luxuriant, nch, lush; fruitful, fecund, 
poetic/ literary plenteous, bounteous. ©a prolific 
composer productive, creative, inventive, fer- 
tile. 


prolix ► adjective long-winded, verbose, wordy, 
pleonastic, discursive, rambling, long-drawn- 
out, overlong, lengthy, protracted, intermin- 
able, informal windy; Brit informal waffly 

prologue ► noun introduction, foreword, pref- 
ace, preamble, prelude, informal intro, formal ex- 
ordium, proem, prolegomenon 
-opposites epilogue 

prolong ► vtrb lengthen, extend, draw out. 
drag out, protract, spin out, stretch out, string 
out, elongate, cany on, continue, keep up, per- 
petuate 

-opposites shorten 

promenade ► noun O the tree-lined promenade 
esplanade, front, seafront, parade, walk, boule- 
vard. avenue, N Amer boardwalk, Brit informal 
prom ©our nightly promenade’ walk, stroll, 
turn, amble, ainng, dated constitutional 
► vorb we promenaded in the park walk, stroll, 
saunter, wander, amble, stretch one’s legs, take 
a turn 

prominence ► noun Qhis nse to prominence 
fame, celebnty, eminence, pre-eminence, im- 
portance, distinction, greatness, note, notabil- 
ity, prestige, stature, standing, position, rank 
©the press gave prominence to the reports good 
coverage, importance, precedence, weight, a 
high profile, top billing ©a rocky prominence 
hillock, hill, hummock, mound, outcrop, crag, 
spur, nse, ndge, arete, peak, pinnacle, promon- 
tory, cliff, headland 

prominent ►adjective Qa prominent surgeon 
important, well known, leading, eminent, dis- 
tinguished, notable, noteworthy, noted, illustri- 
ous, celebrated, famous, renowned, acclaimed, 
famed, influential, N Amer major-league 
© prominent cheekbones protuberant, protrud- 
ing, projecting, jutting (out), standing out, 
sticking out, proud, bulging, bulbous 0 a 
prominent feature of the landscape conspicuous, 
noticeable, easily seen, obvious, unmistakable, 
eye-catching, pronounced, salient, striking, 
dominant, obtrusive 

-opposites unimportant, unknown, incon- 
spicuous 

promiscuity ► noun licentiousness, wanton- 
ness, immorality, informal sleepmg around, slut- 
tishness, whonshness, dated looseness 
-opposites chastity, virtue 

promiscuous ►adjective Qa promiscuous 
woman’ licentious, sexually indiscriminate, 
wanton, immoral, of easy virtue, fast, informal 
easy, swinging, sluttish, whonsh, N Amer infor- 
mal roundheeied; Bnt informal slaggy; dated loose, 
fallen; archaic light © promiscuous reading . indis- 
criminate. undiscnminatmg, unselective, ran- 
dom, haphazard, irresponsible, unthinking, un- 
considered. 

-oppositbs chaste, virtuous, selective. 

promise ► noun Qyou broke your promise: word 
(of honour), assurance, pledge, vow, guaran- 
tee, oath, bond, undertaking, agreement, com- 
mitment, contract, convenant. Qhe shows prom- 
ise: potential, ability, aptitude, capability, cap- 
acity ©a promise of fine weather indication, 
hint, suggestion, sign 

► verb Qshe promised to go: give one's word, 
swear, pledge, vow. undertake, guarantee, con- 
tract, engage, give an assurance, commit one- 
self, bind oneself, swear/take an oath, coven- 
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ant, archaic plight Qthe skies promised sunshine’ 
indicate, lead one to expect, point to, denote, 
signify, be a sign of. be evidence of, give hope 
of, bespeak, presage, augur, herald, bode, por- 
tend, poetic I literary betoken, foretoken, forebode 
promising ►adjective Qa promising start 
good, encouraging, favourable, hopeful, full of 
promise, auspicious, propitious, bright, rosy, 
heartening, reassuring 0 a promising actor with 
potential, budding, up-and-coming, rising, 
coming, m the making 
-opposites unfavourable, hopeless 
promontory ►noun headland, point, cape, 
head, foreland, horn, bill, ness, naze, penin- 
sula, Scottish mull 

promote ►verb Q she’s been promoted at work 
upgrade, give promotion to, elevate, advance, 
move up; archaic prefer 0an organization pro- 
moting justice encourage, further, advance, as- 
sist, aid, help, contribute to. foster, nurture, 
develop, boost, stimulate, forward, work for 
Qshe is promoting her new film advertise, publi- 
cize, give publicity to, beat/bang the drum for, 
market, merchandise, informal push, plug, hype, 
puff, boost. N Amer informal ballyhoo, flack 
-opposites demote, obstruct, play down 
promoter ►noun advocate, champion, sup- 
porter, backer, proponent, protagonist, cam- 
paigner. N Amer booster 

promotion ► noun Qher promotion at work up 
grading, preferment, elevation, advancement, 
step up (the ladder) 0 the promotion of justice 
encouragement, furtherance, furthering, ad- 
vancement. assistance, aid, help, contribution 
to, fostering, boosting, stimulation, N Amer 
boostensm Qthe promotion of her new film ad 
vertising, publicizing, marketing, publicity, 
campaign, propaganda, informal hard sell. plug, 
hype, puff, N Amer informal ballyhoo 
prompt ►verb Q curiosity prompted him to look 
induce, make, move, motivate, lead, dispose, 
persuade, incline, encourage, stimulate, prod, 
impel, spur on, inspire Qthe statement jirompt - 
ed a hostile reaction give rise to. bnng about, 
cause, occasion, result in, lead to, elicit, pro- 
duce, bnng on, engender, induce, precipitate, 
tngger, spark off, provoke ©the actors needed 
prompting remind, cue. feed, help out, jog 
someone’s memory 
-opposites deter 

► adjective a prompt reply quick, swift, rapid, 
speedy, fast, direct, immediate, instant, exped- 
itious, early, punctual, m good time, on time, 
timely 

-opposites slow, late 

► adverb at 3 30 prompt exactly, precisely, sharp, 
on the dot, dead, punctually, on the nail, infor- 
mal bang on; N Amer informal on the button, on 
the nose. 

► noun he stopped, and Julia supplied a prompt re 
minder, cue, feed 

promptly ► adverb Q William arrived promptly 
at 7 30: punctually, on time, informal on the dot, 
bang on, Bnt informal spot on; N Amer informal on 
the button, on the nose. ©r expect the matter to 
be dealt with promptly, without delay, straight 
away, right away, at once, immediately, now, 
as soon as possible, quickly, swiftly, rapidly, 
speedily, fast, expeditiously; N Amer momentar- 
ily; Informal pronto, a.s.a.p., p.d.q. (pretty damn 
quick). 


-opposites late, slowly 

promulgate ►verb Qthey promulgated their 
own views make known, make public, publicize, 
spread, communicate, propagate, disseminate, 
broadcast, promote, preach; poetic/ literary bruit 
abroad 0the law was promulgated tn 1942 put 
into effect, enact, implement, enforce 

prone ►adjective Qso/hvood is prone to rotting | 
prone to rot susceptible, vulnerable, subject, 
open, liable, given, predisposed, likely, dis- 
posed, inclined, apt, at nsk of 0his prone body 
(lying) face down, face downwards, on one’s 
stomach/ffont, lying flat/down, horizontal, 
prostrate 

-opposites resistant, immune, upright 
prong ► noun tine, spike, point, tip, projection 

pronounce ► verb Q his name is difficult to pro- 
nounce say, enunciate, articulate, utter, voice, 
sound, vocalize, get one’s tongue round 0the 
doctor pronounced that I had a virus announce, 
proclaim, declare, affirm, assert, judge, rule, 
decree, rare asseverate 

pronounced ►adjective noticeable, marked, 
strong, conspicuous, stnking, distinct, promin- 
ent, unmistakable, obvious, recognizable, iden- 
tifiable 

-opposites slight 

pronouncement ► noun announcement, 
proclamation, declaration, assertion, judge- 
ment, ruling, decree, formal ordinance, rare as- 
severation 

pronunciation ►noun accent, manner of 
speaking, speech, diction, delivery, elocution, 
intonation, articulation, enunciation, voicing, 
vocalization, sounding, rare orthoepy 
proof ►noun Q proof of ownership evidence, 
verification, corroboration, authentication, con- 
firmation. certification, documentation, valid- 
ation. attestation, substantiation Qthe proofs of 
a book page proof, galley proof, galley, pull, 
slip, revise 

► adjective no system is proof against theft resistant, 
immune, unaffected, invulnerable, impene- 
trable, impervious, repellent 

prop ► noun O the roof is held up by props pole, 
post, support, upright, brace, buttress, stay, 
strut, stanchion, shore, pier, pillar, pile, piling, 
bolster, truss, column 0 a prop for the economy 
mainstay, pillar, anchor, backbone, support, 
foundation, cornerstone 

► verb Q he propped hts bike against the wall lean, 
rest, stand, balance, steady Qthis post is prop- 
ping the wall up hold up, shore up, bolster up, 
buttress, support, brace, underpin Qthey prop 
up loss-making industries’ subsidize, underwrite, 
fund, finance 

propaganda ► noun information, promotion, 
advertising, publicity, agitprop, disinformation, 
counter-information, the big lie, informal info, 
hype, plugging 

propagandist ►noun promoter, champion, 
supporter, proponent, advocate, campaigner, 
crusader, publicist, evangelist, apostle; informal 
plugger 

propagate ► verb Q an easy plant to propagate. 
breed, grow, cultivate. 0 these shrubs propagate 
easily reproduce, multiply, proliferate, in- 
crease, spread, self-seed, self-sow. Qthey propa- 
gated socialist ideas : spread, disseminate, com- 
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mumcate, make known, promulgate, circulate, 
broadcast, publicize, proclaim, pieach, pro- 
mote, poetic/ literary bruit abioad 

propel ► verb Qa boat propelled by oars move, 
power, push, duve Qhe propelled the ball into 
the air throw, thrust, toss, fling, hurl, launch, 
pitch, project, send, shoot 0 confusion propelled 
her into action spur, drive, piompt, precipitate, 
catapult, motivate, force, impel 

propeller ► noun rotor, screw, airscrew, infor- 
mal prop 

propensity ► noun tendency, inclination, pre- 
disposition, proneness, proclivity, readiness, li- 
ability, disposition, leaning, weakness 

proper ►adjective ©he's not u ptoper scientist 
real, genuine, actual, tine, bona fide, informal 
kosher & the proper channels right, correct, ac- 
cepted, orthodox, conventional, established, of- 
ficial, formal, regular, acceptable, appropriate, 
archaic meet Q they were temblv jrroper respect 
able, decoious, seemly, decent, refined, lady 
like, gentlemanly, genteel, formal, convention- 
al, conect, comme ll faut, done, orthodox, po- 
lite. punctilious O {Brit informal) a proper mess 
complete, absolute, leal, perfect, total, thoi- 
ough, uttei, out-and-out, positive, unmitigated, 
consummate, Brit informal right, Austral /NZ informal 
fair 

— opposn ls fake, inappiopriate, wrong, uncon- 
ventional 

property ►noun propel tv possessions. 

belongings, things, effects, stuff, chattels, mov- 
ables, icsouices. assets, valuables, fortune, cap- 
ital. i idles, wealth. Law personalty, goods and 
chattels, informal gear Q private property build 
ing(s), premises, house(s), land, estates. Law 
real pioperty, realty, N Amer real estate Q heal- 
ing properties quality, attribute, characteristic, 
feature, power, tiait, mark, hallmark 

prophecy ►noun Qher prophecy is coming true 
prediction, foiecast, prognostication, piogno 
sis, divination, augurv ©the gift oj prophecy 

FORETELLING THE FUTURE, fortune telllllg, 
crystal-gazing, prediction, second sight, piog 
nostication, divination, augury, soothsaying 

prophesy ►verb PREDICT, foretell, loiecast, 
foresee, forewarn of, piognosticate 

prophet, prophetess ►noun SEER, sooth- 
sayer. fortune teller, clairvoyant, diviner, or- 
acle. augur, sibyl 

s prophet of doom pessimist, doom-monger, 
doomsayer, doomster, Cassandra, Jeremiah, in- 
formal doom (and gloom) merchant 

prophetic ►adjective prescient, predictive, 
far-seeing, prognostic, divmatoiy, sibylline, 
apocalyptic, rare vatic, mantic 

prophylactic ►adjective prophylactic measures 
preventive, preventative, precautionary, pro- 
tective, inhibitory 

► noun a prophylactic against malaria preventive 
measure, precaution, safeguard, safety meas- 
ure. preventive medicine 

prophylaxis ►noun preventive treatment, 
prevention, protection, precaution. 

propitiate ►verb appease, placate, mollify, 
pacify, make peace with, conciliate, make 
amends to, soothe, calm 
-opposites provoke 


propitious ► adjective favourable, auspicious, 
promising, providential, advantageous, optimis- 
tic. bright, rosy, heaven-sent, hopeful, oppor- 
tune, timely 

-opposii ts inauspicious, unfortunate 

proponent ► noun advocate, champion, sup- 
porter, backer, piomoter, protagonist, cam- 
paigner, N Amer boostei 

proportion ►noun On small proportion of the 
land part, portion, amount, quantity, bit, 
piece, peicentage, fraction, section, segment, 
share ©the proportion of water to alcohol ratio, 
distribution, relative amount/number, relation- 
ship Qthe drawing is out of proportion balance, 
symmetry, hannony, coi respondcnce, correl 
ation, agreement Omen of huge proportions 
size, dimensions, magnitude, measuiements, 
mass, volume, bulk, expanse, extent, width, 
breadth 

proportional ►adjective corresponding, pro- 
portionate, computable, in pioportion. pio 
lata, commensuiate. equivalent, consistent, 
relative, analogous 
-opposms dispioportionate 

proposal ►noun Qthe proposal was rejected 
scheme, plan, idea, pioject, progi amine, mani- 
festo. motion, proposition, suggestion, submis- 
sion © the proposal of a new constitution putting 
forward, proposing, suggesting, submitting 
-opposii ls withdrawal 

propose ►verb Qhe proposed a solution put 
forward, suggest, submit, advance, offer, pres 
ent, move, come up with, lodge, table, nomin 
ate © do you propose to go' intend, mean, plan, 
have in mind/ view, lesolve, aim, puipose, 
think of, aspne, want QvoiTve proposed to her > 
ask someone to marry you, make an offer of 
marriage, oftei maniage, informal pop the ques- 
tion, dated ask for someone’s hand in maruage 
-opposites withdraw 

proposition ►noun Qthe analysis derives from 
one proposition theory, hypothesis, thesis, argu- 
ment. premiss, theorem, concept, idea, state- 
ment ©a business proposition proposal, 
scheme, plan, pioject, idea, programme, bid 
0 doing it for real is a very different proposition 
task, job, undertaking, venture, activity, afitan, 
problem 

► verb he never dared proposition her propose sex 
with, make sexual advances to. make an in- 
decent proposal to. make an improper sugges- 
tion to, informal give someone the come-on 

propound ► verb put forward, advance, offer, 
proffer, present, set forth, submit, tender, sug- 
gest, introduce, postulate, propose, pose, posit, 
advocate, promote, peddle, spread 

proprietor, proprietress ►noun owner, 
possessor, holder, inaster/mistress, landowner, 
landlord/landlady, innkeeper, hotel-keeper, ho- 
telier, shopkeeper, Bnt publican 

propriety ►noun Qhe behaves with the utmost 
propriety decorum, respectability, decency, cor- 
rectness, protocol, appropriateness, suitability, 
good manners, courtesy, politeness, rectitude, 
morality, civility, modesty, demureness, sobri- 
ety, refinement, discretion, ©he was careful to 
preserve the proprieties in public etiquette, con- 
vention^), social grace(s), niceties, one’s Ps and 
Qs, protocol, standards, civilities, formalities, 
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accepted behaviour, good form, the done 
thing, the thing to do. punctilio 
-opposites indecorum 

propulsion ► noun thrust, motive force, lm- 
petus, impulse, drive, driving force, actuation, 
push, pressme, power 

prosaic ►adjective ordinary, everyday, com- 
monplace, conventional, straightforward, rou- 
tine, run-of-the-mill, woikaday, unimaginative, 
uninspired, uninspiring, matter-of-fact, dull, 
dry. dieary. tedious, boring, humdrum, mun- 
dane. pedestrian, tame, plodding, bland, in- 
sipid, banal, trite, literal, factual, unpoetic. un- 
emotional. unsentimental 
— opposi i fs interesting, imaginative, inspiied 
proscribe ►verb O .ambling was proscribed 
forbid, prohibit, ban, bar, interdict, make ll 
legal, embargo, outlaw, disallow, veto, Law en- 
join Qthe book was proscribed by the Church con 
demn, denounce, attack, criticize, consul e, 
damn, reject 

-opposites allow, authorize, accept 
proscription ►noun Qthe proscription oj alio 
hoi banning, foi bidding, piohibition, prohibit 
mg, bailing, debarment, vetoing, inteiduiion, 
outlawing proscription was imposed ban, 

prohibition, bai, interdict, veto, embaigo. 
moiatonum Qthe proscription o f his recordings 
condemnation, denunciation, attacking, criti- 
cism, censunng, damning, rejection 
-opposi irs allowing, authonzation, accept 
a nee 

prosecute ►verb Qthey prosecute offenders 
take to court, bnng/insiitute legal pioceed- 
ings against, bring an action against, take legal 
action against, sue, try, bung to tnal, put on 
tnal, put in the dock, bung a suit against, in- 
dict, ariaign. N Amer impeach, informal have the 
law on ©they helped him prosecute the war pur 
sue, fight, wage, carry on, conduct, direct, en- 
gage in, pioceed with, continue (with), keep on 
with 

-opposi ns defend, let oft, give up 
proselyte ►noun convert, new believer, cat- 
echumen 

proselytize ►verb Ql'm not here to proselytize 
evangelize, convert, save, redeem, win ovei, 
preach (to), recruit, act as a missionary Qhc 
wanted to proselytize his ideas promote, advocate, 
champion, advance, furthei, spread, pioclaim, 
peddle, preach, endorse, urge, iecommend, 
boost 

prosimian ► noun. See list 

Proslmians and Related Animals 


angwantibo 

galago 

sifaka 

aye-aye 

indri 

tarsier 

bushbaby 

lemur 

tree shrew 

colugo 

lorfs 


flying lemur 

potto 


prospect 

► noun O there 

is little prospect 


cess likelihood, hope, expectation, anticipa- 
tion, (good/poor) chance, odds, probability, 
possibility, promise, lookout, fear, danger 
©her job prospects possibilities, potential, 
promise, expectations, outlook, ©a daunting 
prospect ■ vision, thought, idea; task, undertak- 
ing O Jimmy is un exciting prospect candidate. 


possibility, informal catch Q there is u pleasant 
prospect from the lounge view, vista, outlook, per- 
spective, panoiama, aspect, scene, picture, 
spectacle, sight 

► verb they are prospecting for oil search, look, ex- 
plore. survey, scout, hunt, leconnoitre, exam- 
ine. inspect 

■ in prospect expected, likely, coming soon, 
on the way, to come, at hand, near, imminent, 
in the offing, in store, on the horizon, just 
around the cornei, in the air, in the wind, 
brewing, looming, informal on the caids 

prospective ►adjective potential, possible, 
piobable, likely, futine, eventual, -to-be, soon- 
to-be. in the making, intending, aspiring, 
would-be, forthcoming, appioaching, coming, 
imminent 

prospectus ► noun brochure, pamphlet, de- 
scnption, partial lais, announcement, adver- 
tisement, syllabus, curriculum, catalogue, pro- 
giamme, list, scheme, schedule 

prosper ► verb flourish, thrive, do well, 
bloom, blossom, burgeon, piogrcss, do all right 
for oneself, get ahead, get on (in the woild). be 
successful, informal go places 
-opposites fail, flounder 

prosperity ►noun success, piohtabilny, af 
fluente, wealth, opulence, luxury, the good 
life, milk and honey, (good) fortune, ease, 
plenty, comfort, security, well-being 
-opposites hardship, failure 

prosperous ►adjective thriving, flourishing, 
successful, stiong. vigorous, piofitable, lucia 
five, expanding, booming, burgeoning, afflu 
ent, wealthy, rich, moneyed, well oil. well-to- 
do. opulent, substantial, in clover, informal on a 
loll, on the up and up, in the money 
-opposi ns ailing, pooi 

prostitute ►noun whore, sex worker call 
girl, rent boy, informal tart. pro. moll, working 
gnl, membci of the oldest profession, Bnt infor- 
mal tom, woman on the game, renter, N Amer 
informal hooker, hustlei, chippy, black English ho, 
dated streetwalker, woman of the streets, lady/ 
woman of the night, scarlet woman, cocotte, 
archaic courtesan, strumpet, hailot, trollop, 
woman of ill repute, lady of pleasure, wench 
► verb they prostituted their art betray, sacrifice, 
sell, sell out, debase, degrade, demean, de- 
value, cheapen, lowei, shame, misuse, pervert, 
abandon one’s principles, be untrue to oneself 

prostitution ►noun whoring, the sex indus- 
try, streetwalking, Mrs Warren’s piofession, 
sex tourism, informal the oldest piofession, the 
trade, lough trade. Bnt informal the game, N 
Amer informal hooking, hustling, dated whore- 
dom, archaic harlotry 

prostrate ►adjective Qthe prostrate figure on 
the ground prone, lying flat, lying down, 
stretched out, spreadeagled, sprawling, hori- 
zontal, recumbent, rare procumbent ©hi s wife 
was prostrate with shock overwhelmed, over- 
come, overpowered, brought to one’s knees, 
stunned, dazed, speechless, helpless, informal 
knocked/hit for six 0 the fever left me prostrate 
worn out, exhausted, fatigued, tired out, 
sapped, dog-tired, spent, drained, debilitated, 
enervated, laid low. informal all in. done in. 
dead, dead beat, dead on one’s feet, ready to 
drop, fagged out, bushed, frazzled, worn to a 
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frazzle. Bnt informal whacked, knackered, N Amer 
informal pooped 
-opposites upnght, fresh 
► verb she was prostrated by the tragedy over 
whelm, overcome, overpower, bring to one’s 
knees, devastate, debilitate, weaken, enfeeble, 
enervate, lay low, wear out, exhaust, tire out, 
drain, sap, wash out, take it out of, informal 
knacker, frazzle, do in, N Amer informal poop 
■ prostrate oneself throw oneself flat / 
down, lie down, stretch oneself out, throw one- 
self at someone’s feet, dated measure one's 
length 

prostration ►noun collapse, weakness, de- 
bility, lassitude, exhaustion, fatigue, tiredness, 
enervation, emotional exhaustion 

protagonist ►noun Qthe protagonist in the 

plot CHIEF/CENTRAL/PRINCIPAL /MAIN/LEADING CHAR 

acter, chief etc participant/figure/player, prin- 
cipal, hero/heroine, leading man/lady, title 
role, lead ©a protagonist of deregulation cham 
pion, advocate, upholder, supporter, backer, 
promoter, proponent, exponent, campaigner, 
fighter, crusader, apostle, apologist, N Amer 
booster 

-opposites opponent 

protean ► adjective O the protean nature of mem 
tal disorders ever-changing, variable, change- 
able, mutable, kaleidoscopic, inconstant, incon- 
sistent, unstable, shifting, unsettled, fluctuat- 
ing. fluid, wavering, vacillating, mercurial, 
volatile, technical labile ©a remarkably protean 
composer versatile, adaptable, flexible, all- 
round. multifaceted, multitalented, many- 
sided 

-opposites constant, consistent, limited 

protect ►verb keep safe, keep from harm, 
save, safeguard, preserve, defend, shield, cush- 
ion, insulate, hedge, shelter, screen, secure, 
fortify, guard, watch over, look after, take care 
of, keep, inoculate 

-opposites expose, neglect, attack, harm 

protection ►noun Q protection against frost 
defence, security, shielding, preservation, con- 
servation. safe keeping, safeguarding, safety, 
sanctuaiy, shelter, refuge, lee, immunity, insur- 
ance, indemnity © under the protection of the 
Church safe keeping, care, charge, keeping, 
protectorship, guidance, aegis, auspices, um- 
brella, guardianship, support, patronage, cham- 
pionship, providence ©good protection against 
noise barrier, buffer, shield, screen, hedge, 
cushion, preventative, armour, refuge, bul- 
wark 

protective ►adjective O protective clothing pre 
servative, protecting, safeguarding, shielding, 
defensive, safety, precautionary, preventive, 
preventative She felt protective towards the girl 
solicitous, caring, warm, patemal/matemal, 
fatherly/ motherly, gallant, chivalrous; overpro- 
tective, possessive, jealous 

protector ►noun Oa protector of the environ - 
ment: defender, preserver, guardian, guard, 
champion, watchdog, ombudsman, knight m 
shining armour, guardian angel, patron, chap- 
eron, escort, keeper, custodian, bodyguard, 
minder; informal hired gun. ©ear protectors 
guard, shield, buffer, cushion, pad, screen. 


prot6g6 y prot6g6e ►noun pupil, student, 
trainee, apprentice, disciple, follower, discov- 
ery, find, ward 

protest ► noun O he resigned os a protest objec 
tion, complaint, exception, disapproval, chal- 
lenge, dissent, demurral, remonstration, fuss, 
outcry © women staged a protest demonstra- 
tion, (protest) march, rally, sit-in, occupation, 
work-to-rule, industrial action, stoppage, strike, 
walkout, mutiny, picket, boycott, informal demo 
-opposites support, approval 
► verb © residents protested at the plans express 
opposition, object, dissent, take issue, make/ 
take a stand, put up a fight, kick, take excep- 
tion, complain, express disapproval, disagree, 
demur, remonstrate, make a fuss, cry out, 
speak out, rail, inveigh, fulminate, informal kick 
up a fuss/stink © people protested outside the 
cathedral demonstrate, march, hold a rally, sit 
in, occupy somewhere, work to rule, take in- 
dustrial action, stop work, down tools, strike, 
go on strike, walk out mutiny, picket some- 
where, boycott something ©he protested his in- 
nocence insist on. maintain, assert, affirm, an- 
nounce, proclaim, declare, profess, contend, 
argue, claim, vow, swear (to), stress, formal aver, 
asseverate 

-opposites acquiesce, support, deny 

protestation ► noun O his protestations of inno- 
cence declaration, announcement, profession, 
assertion, insistence, claim, affirmation, assur- 
ance, oath, vow, rare aver, asseveration ©we 
helped him despnte his protestations objection, 
protest, exception, complaint, disapproval, op- 
position, challenge, dissent, demurral, remon- 
stration, hiss, outciy, informal stink 
-opposites denial, acquiescence, support 

protester ►noun Qthe council lost protesters’ 
letters objector, opposer, opponent, complain- 
ant, complainer, dissentei, dissident, noncon- 
formist Qthe protesters were moved on demon 
strator, piotest marcher, striker, mutineer, 
picket 

protocol ►noun Qa stickler for protocol eti 
quette. conventions, formalities, customs, 
rules of conduct, procedure, ntual, accepted 
behaviour, propriety, proprieties, one’s Ps and 
Qs, decorum, good form, the done thing, the 
thing to do, punctilio ©the two countries signed 
a protocol agreement, treaty, entente, con- 
cordat, convention, deal, pact, contract, com- 
pact, formal concord 

prototype ► noun Q a prototype of the weapon 
original, first example/model, master, mould, 
template, framework, mock-up, pattern, sam- 
ple, design, guide, blueprint, ©the prototype of 
an ideal wife typical example, paradigm, arche- 
type, exemplar 

protract ► verb prolong, lengthen, extend, 
draw out, drag out, spin out, stretch out, string 
out, elongate; carry on, continue, keep up, per- 
petuate 

-opposites curtail, shorten 
protracted ► adjective prolonged, long- 
lasting, extended, long-drawn-out, spun out, 
dragged out, strung out, lengthy, long. 
-opposites short. 

protrude ►verb stick out, jut (out), project, 
extend, stand out, bulge out, poke out, thrust 
out, cantilever 



689 


protruding | province 


protruding ► adjective sticking out, protuber- 
anr, projecting, prominent, jutting, overhang- 
ing, proud, bulging, informal sticky-out 
-opposites sunken, flush 

protrusion ► noun Qthe neck vertebrae have 
short vertical protrusions bump, lump, knob, pro- 
tuberance, projection, sticking-out bit, promin- 
ence, swelling, eminence, outciop, outgiowth, 
jut, jag, snag, ledge, shelf, ridge, informal sticky- 
out bit Qprotrusion oj the Itprs sticking out, jut- 
ting, projection, obtrusion, prominence, swell- 
ing, bulging 

protuberance ► noun Q a protuberance can 
cause drag bump, lump, knob, projection, pro- 
trusion sticking-out bit, prominence, swelling, 
eminence, outcrop, outgrowth, jut, jag, snag, 
ledge, shelf, ridge, informal sticky-out bit Qthe 
protuberance of the mcisors sticking out, jutting, 
projection, obtrusion, prominence, swelling, 
bulging 

protuberant * adjective sticking out. protrud 
mg. piojecting. prominent, jutting, overhang 
mg, proud, bulging, informal stickv-out 
-opposites sunken, flush 

proud ► adjective Qthe proud parents beamed 
pleased, glad, happy, delighted, joyful, ovei- 
joyed, thrilled, satisfied, gratified, content Qa 
proud day pleasing, gratifying, satisfying, 
cheenng, heart-warming, happy, good, glori- 
ous, memorable, notable, red-letter © they were 
poor hut proud self-respecting, dignified, 
noble, worthy, independent O I'm not too proud 
to admit I'm wr ong arrogant, conceited, vain, 
self-important, full of oneself, puffed up. 
swollen-headed, jumped-up, smug, complacent, 
disdainful, condescending, scornful, supeicili 

ous, snobbish, imperious, pompous, overbear- 
ing, bumptious, haughty, informal big-headed, 
too big for one's boots, high and mighty, 
stuck-up, uppity, snooty, highfalutin. Brit mfor- 
mal toffeenosed, poetic/ literary vainglonous, rare 
hubristic ©the pmud ships magnificent, splen- 
did, lesplendent, grand, noble, stately, impos- 
ing, dignified, striking, impiessive, majestic, 
glonous, awe-inspiring, awesome, monumen- 
tal Qthe switch is proud of the wall projecting. 
sticking out/up, jutting (out), protruding, 
prominent, raised, convex, elevated 
-opposites ashamed, shameful, humble, mod 
est, unimpressive, concave, flush 

prove ► verb Qthat proves I’m right show (to be 
true), demonstrate (the truth of), show beyond 
doubt, manifest, produce pi oof/ evidence, wit- 
ness to, give substance to. deteimine, substan- 
tiate, corroborate, verify, ratify, validate, au 
thenticate, document, beai out, confiim, formal 
evince ©the rumour proved to be correct turn 

out, be found, happen 
-opposites disprove 

■ prove oneself demonstrate one s abilities/ 
qualities, show one’s (true) mettle, show what 
one is made of 

provenance ► noun origin, source, place of 
origin; birthplace, fount, roots, pedigree, deriv- 
ation, root, etymology, N Amer provenience, for- 
mal radix 

proverb ► noun saying, adage, saw, maxim, 
axiom, motto, bon mot, aphorism, apoph- 
thegm, epigram, gnome, dictum, precept, 
words of wisdom 


proverbial ► adjective well known, famous, 
famed, renowned, traditional, time-honoured, 
legendary, notorious, infamous 

provide ►verb Qthe foundation will provide 
funds supply, give, issue, furnish, come up 
with, dispense, bestow, impart, produce, yield, 
bring forth, bear, deliver, donate, contribute, 
pledge, advance, spare, part with, allocate, dis- 
tribute, allot, put up, informal fork out, lay out, 
N Amer informal ante up. pony up Qhe was pro- 
vided with enough tools equip, furnish, issue, sup- 
ply, outfit, fit out, ng out, kit out, aim, provi- 
sion, informal fix up ©he had to provide for his 
family feed, nurture, nourish, support, main- 
tain, keep, sustain, provide sustenance for, 
fend toi, finance, endow ©the test may provide 
the answer make available, present, offer, af- 
ford. give, add, bring, yield, impart ©we have 
provided for further restructuring prepare, allow, 
make piovision. be prepared, arrange, get 
leady, plan, catei Qthe banks have to provide 
against bad debts take precautions, take steps/ 
measures, guard, forearm oneself, make piovi 
sion loi ©thf Ait provides that factories must be 
kept dean stipulate, lay down, make it a condi- 
tion, require, ordei, oidain, demand, prescribe, 
state, specify 

-opposites refuse, withhold, deprive, neglect 

provided ►conjunction if- , on condition that, 
providing (that), provided that, piesummg 
(that), assuming (that), on the assumption that, 
as long as, given (that), with the provision/ 
pioviso that, with/on the understanding that, 
contingent on 

providence ►noun ©n life mapped out by 
providence fate, destiny, nemesis, kismet, God’s 
will, divine intervention, piedestination, piede- 
teimination, the stars, one’s lot (in life), archaic 
one’s portion Qhe had a streak of providence 
prudence, foresight, forethought, fai-sighted 
ness, judiciousness, shrewdness, cucumspec- 
non, wisdom, sagacity, common sense, careful 
budgeting, thrift, economy 

provident ► adjective prudent, fai-sighted, ju- 
dicious, shrewd, circumspect, forearmed, wise, 
sagacious, sensible, thrifty, economical 
—opposites improvident 

providential ►adjective opportune, advanta- 
geous, favourable, auspicious, propitious, 
heaven-sent, welcome, golden, lucky, happy, 
fortunate, felicitous, timely, well timed, sea- 
sonable, convenient, expedient 
-opposites inopportune 

provider ► noun supplier, donor, giver, con- 
tributor. source 

providing ► conjunction. See provided 

province ►noun ©a province of the Ottoman 
Fmpirc territory, region, state, department, 
canton, area, district, sector, zone, division 
Q people in the provinces non-metropolitan 
areas counties, the rest of the country, middle 
England/Amenca, rural areas/distncts, the 
countryside, the backwoods, the wilds, informal 
the sticks, the middle of nowhere, N Amer infor- 
mal the boondocks Q that’s outside my province 
responsibility, area of activity, area of interest, 
knowledge, department, sphere, world, realm, 
field, domain, territory, orbit, preserve, line of 
country, business, affair, concern, speciality. 
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forte, jurisdiction, authority, informal pigeon, 
bailiwick, turf 

provincial ►adjective OtHe provincial govern- 
ment regional, state, territorial, district, local, 
sectoral, zonal, cantonal, county © provincial 
areas non-metropolitan, small-town, non- 
urban, outlying, rural, country, rustic, back- 
woods, backwater, informal one-horse, N Amer in - 
formal hick, freshwater © they're so dull and pro- 
vincial unsophisticated, narrow-minded, paro- 
chial, small-town, suburban, insular, pansh- 
pump, inward-looking, conservative, small- 
minded. blinkered, bigoted, prejudiced, N Amer 
informal jerkwater, com-ted 
-opposites national, metropolitan, cosmopol- 
itan, sophisticated, broad-minded 
► noun they were dismissed as provincials (country) 
bumpkin, country cousin, rustic, yokel, village 
idiot, peasant, Insh informal culchie, N Amer infor- 
mal hayseed, hick, rube, hillbilly 
-opposites sophisticate 

provision ►noun ©thf provision of weapons to 
guerrillas supplying, supply, providing, giving, 
presentation, donation, equipping, furnishing 
© there has been limited provision for gifted chil- 
dren facilities, services, amenities, resource(s). 
arrangements, means, funds, benefits, assist- 
ance, allowance(s) © provisions for the trip sup 
plies, food and drink, stores, groceries, food- 
stuffs). provender, rations, informal grub, eats, 
nosh, N Amer informal chuck, formal comestibles. 
poetic/ literary viands, dated victuals © he made no 
provision for the future preparations, plans, ar- 
rangements, pre-anangement, precautions, 
contingency ©the provisions of the Act term, 
clause, requirement, specification, stipulation, 
proviso, condition, qualification, restnction, 
limitation 

provisional ►adjective interim, temporary, 
pro tern, transitional, changeover, stopgap, 
short-term, fill-in. acting, caietaker. TBC (to be 
confirmed), subject to confirmation, pencilled 
in, working, tentative, contingent 
-opposites permanent, definite 

provisionally ► adverb temporarily, short- 
term, pro tern, for the interim, for the piesent, 
for the time being, for now. for the nonce, sub- 
ject to confirmation, in an acting capacity, con- 
ditionally. tentatively 

proviso ►noun condition, stipulation, provi 
sion, clause, nder, qualification, restnction, 
caveat 

provocation ►noun Qhe remained calm des- 
pite severe provocation goading, prodding, egg- 
ing on, incitement, pressure, annoyance, irrita- 
tion, nettling, harassment, plaguing, molest- 
ation, teasing, taunting, torment, affront, in- 
sults, informal hassle, aggravation, ©without 
provocation, Jones punched Mr Cartwright, justifi 
cation, excuse, pretext, occasion, call, motiv- 
ation, motive, cause, grounds, reason, need 

provocative ►adjective O provocative remarks 
annoying, irritating, exasperating, infuriating, 
maddening, vexing, galling, insulting, offen- 
sive, inflammatory, incendiary, controversial, 
informal aggravating, in-your-face ©a provocative 
pose, sexy, sexually arousing, sexually exciting, 
alluring, seductive, suggestive, inviting, tantal- 
izing, titillating, indecent, pornographic, indeli- 
cate, immodest, shameless, erotic, sensuous, 


slinky, coquettish, amorous, flirtatious, informal 
tarty, come-hither 

-opposites soothing, calming, modest, decor- 
ous 

provoke ► verb O the plan has provoked outrage 
arouse, produce, evoke, cause, give rise to, oc- 
casion, call forth, elicit, induce, excite, spark 
off, touch off, kindle, generate, engender, msti 
gate, result in, lead to, bring on, precipitate, 
prompt, trigger, poetic/ literary beget ©he was 
provoked into replying goad, spur, pnek, sting, 
prod, egg on, incite, rouse, stir, move, stimu- 
late, motivate, excite, inflame, work/fire up, 
unpel ©he wouldn't be provoked annoy, anger, 
incense, enrage, irritate, infuriate, exasperate, 
madden, nettle, get/take a rise out of, ruffle, 
ruffle someone’s feathers, make someone’s 
hackles rise, harass, harry, plague, molest, 
tease, taunt, torment, Bnt nib up the wiong 
way, informal peeve, aggravate, hassle, miff, nle, 
needle, get, bug, hack off, make someone’s 
blood boil, get under someone’s skin, get in 
someone’s hair, get/put someone’s back up, get 
up someone’s nose, get someone’s goat, get 
across someone. Bnt informal wind up, naik, N 
Amer informal rankle, ride, gravel 
-opposites allay, detei, pacify, appease 
prow ► noun bow(s), stem, front, nose, head, 
cutwater, Bnt humorous sharp end 
prowess ►noun ©his prowess as a winemaker 
skill, expertise, mastery, facility, ability, cap- 
ability, capacity, savoir faire, talent, genius, 
adeptness, aptitude, dextenty, deftness, compe 
fence, accomplishment, proficiency, finesse, in- 
formal know-how o the knights' prowess in battle 
courage, bravery, gallantry, valoui, heroism, 
intrepidity, nerve, pluck, pluckiness. boldness, 
daring, audacity, fearlessness, informal bottle, 
guts, spunk. N Amer informal moxie, sand 
-opposites inability, ineptitude, cowardice 
prowl ► verb move stealthily, slink, skulk, 
steal, nose, pussyfoot, sneak, stalk, cieep, infor- 
mal snoop 

proximity ►noun closeness, nearness, pro- 
pinquity, accessibility, handiness, archaic vicin- 
ity 

proxy ►noun deputy, representative, substi- 
tute, delegate, agent, surrogate, stand-in, attoi- 
ney, go-between 

prude ► noun puritan, png, killjoy, moralist, 
pietist, informal goody-goody, N Amer informal 
bluenose 

prudence ► noun ©you have gone beyond the 
hounds of prudence wisdom, judgement, good 
judgement, common sense, sense, sagacity, 
shrewdness, advisability 0 financial prudence 
caution, care, providence, far-sightedness, fore- 
sight, forethought, shrewdness, circumspec- 
tion, thrift, economy 

-opposites folly, recklessness, extravagance 
prudent ►adjective ©it ts prudent to obtain con- 
sent wise, well judged, sensible, politic, judi- 
cious, sagacious, sage, shrewd, advisable, well 
advised 0 a prudent approach to borrowing cau 
tious, careful, provident, far-sighted, judicious, 
shrewd, circumspect, thnfty, economical 
-opposites unwise, reckless, extravagant 
prudish ► adjective puritanical, priggish, pnm, 
pnm and proper, moralistic, pietistic, senten- 
tious, censorious, strait-laced, Victorian, old- 



691 


prune | publication 


maidish, stuffy, informal goody-goody, rare 
Grundyish, starchy 
-opposites permissive 

prune ►verb QI pruned the roses cut back, 
trim, thin, pmch back, clip, shear, pollaid. top. 
dock © prune lateral shoots of unstena cut off, 
lop (off), chop off, clip, snip (off), nip off, dock 
0 staff numbers have been pruned reduce, tut 
(back/down), pare (down), slim down, make re- 
ductions in, make cutbacks in. trim, decrease, 
diminish, downsize, axe, shrink, informal slash 
-opposites increase 

prurient ►adjective salacious, licentious, voy- 
euristic, lascivious, lecherous, lustful, lewd, li- 
bidinous, lubricious, formal concupiscent 

pry ►verb enquire impertinently, be inquisitive, 
be curious, poke about/around, ferret (about/ 
around), spy. be a busybody, eavesdrop, listen 
in, tap someone’s phone, intrude, informal stick/ 
poke one’s nose m/into. be nosy, nose, snoop. 
Austral INZ informal stickybeak 
— opposi i fs mind one’s own business 

psalm ►noun sacred song, leligious song, 
hymn, song of praise, chant, plainsong, 
(psalms) psalmody, psalter 
pseud ► noun PRETENTIOUS PERSON, pOSCT, pOS- 
eui , sham, fraud, informal show-off, phoney 

pseudo ► adjective bogus, sham, phoney, artifi- 
cial, mock, ersatz, quasi-, fake, false, spurious, 
deceptive, misleading, assumed, contrived, at 
fee ted. insincere, informal pretend, put-on, Bnt m- 
formal cod 

-opposm s genuine 

pseudonym ► noun PEN name, nom de plume, 
assumed name, false name, alias, piofessional 
name, sobriquet, stage name, nom de guerre 
See list 

psych ( informal ) 

■ psych someone out intimidate, daunt, 
browbeat, bully, cow, tyrannize, scale, terror- 
ize. frighten, dishearten, unnerve, subdue, infor- 
mal bulldoze, N Amer informal buffalo 

■ psych oneself up nervf oneself, steel one 
self, brace oneself, summon one’s courage, pre- 
pare oneself, gear oneself up. urge oneself on. 
gird (up) one’s loins 

psyche ►noun soul, spirit, (innei) self, ego, 
true being, inner man/woman, persona, sub- 
conscious, mind, intellect, technical amma, 
pneuma 

-opposites body 

psychiatrist ►noun psychotherapist, psy- 
choanalyst, informal shrink, head doctor, Bnt hu- 
morous trick cyclist See list at psychologist 

psychic ►adjective Qpsvihtc powers supernat 
ural, paranormal, other-worldly, supernormal, 
preternatural, metaphysical, extrasensory, 
magic, magical, mystical, mystic, occult ©I’m 
not ps)'chic clairvoyant, telepathic, having sec- 
ond sight, having a sixth sense © psyche devel- 
opment emotional, spiritual, inner, cognitive, 
psychological, intellectual, mental, psychiatric, 
psychogenic 

-opposites normal, physical 
► noun she is a psychic clairvoyant, fortune teller, 
crystal-gazer, medium, spiritualist, telepathist, 
telepath, mind-reader, palmist, palm-reader 

psychoanalyst ► noun. See list at psycholo- 
gist 


psychological ►adjective Qhis psychological 
state mental, emotional, intellectual, inner, 
cerebral, brain, rational, cognitive ©her pain 
was psychological (all) in the mind, psychosomat- 
ic. emotional, irrational, subjective, subcon- 
scious, unconscious 
-opposites physical 
psychologist ► noun. See list 
psychology ►noun ©u degree m psychology 
study of the mind, science of the mind See list 
© the psychology of the road user mindset, mind, 
mental processes, thought piocesses, way of 
thinking, cast of mind, mentality, persona, psy- 
che. (mental) attitude(s), make-up, character, in- 
formal what makes someone tick 

psychopath ► noun madman, madwoman, ma- 
niac, lunatic, psychotic, sociopath, informal 
loony, fruitcake, nutcase, nut, psycho, schizo, 
head case, headbanger, sicko, Bnt informal nut- 
ter, N Amer informal screwball, crazy, kook, 
mcshuggenoi 

psychopathic ► adjective See mad sense 1 
psychosomatic ► adjective (all) in the mind, 
psychological, irrational, stioss-i elated, stress- 
induced, subjective, subconscious, unconscious 
psychotic ► adjective See mad sense 1 
pub ► noun (Bnt ) bar, inn, tavern, hostelry, wine 
bar. taproom, roadhouse, Bnt public house. 
Austral INZ hotel, informal watering hole, Bnt infor- 
mal local, boozer, dated alehouse, histoncal pot- 
house. bcei house, N Amer histoncal saloon 
puberty ► noun adolescence, pubescence, sex- 
ual maturity, growing up, youth, young adult- 
hood, teenage years, teens, the awkward age, 
formal juvenescence 

public ►adjective ©pu blic affairs state, nation- 
al. federal, government, constitutional, civic, 
civil, official, social, municipal, community, 
communal, local, nationalized ©by public de- 
mand popular, general, common, communal, 
collective, shared joint, universal, widespread 
Qa public figure prominent, well known, im- 
portant, leading, eminent, distinguished, not- 
able. noteworthy, noted, celebrated, household, 
famous, famed, influential, N Amer major- 
league O public places open (to the public), 
communal, accessible to all, available, free, un- 
iestncted. community Qthe news became public 
known, published, publicized, m circulation, 
exposed, overt, plain, obvious 
-opposi i es private, obscure, unknown, re- 
stricted, secret 

► noun Qthe British public people, citizens, sub- 
jects. general public, electors, electorate, 
voters, taxpayers, iesidents, inhabitants, citi- 
zenry, population, populace, community, soci- 
ety, country, nation, woild, everyone ©his 
adoring public audience, spectators, followers, 
following, fans, devotees, aficionados, ad- 
mirers, patrons, clientele, market, consumers, 
buyers, customers, readers 
■ in public publicly, in full view of people, 
openly, m the open, for all to see, undisguised- 
ly, blatantly, flagrantly, brazenly, with no at- 
tempt at concealment, overtly, formal coram 
populo 

publication ► noun ©the author of this publica- 
tion book, volume, title, work, tome, opus, 
newspaper, paper, magazine, periodical, news- 
letter, bulletin, journal, report, organ, booklet. 
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Pseudonyms and Changed Names 



pseudonym/ 
CHANCED NAME 

REAL NAME 

All, Muhammad 

Cassius Clay 

Arden, Elizabeth 

Florence Nightingale Graham 

Astaire. Fred 

Frederick Austerlitz 

Ataturk 

Mustafa Kemal 

Atlas. Charles 

Angelo Sidliano 

Bacall, Lauren 

Betty Joan Perske 

Bardot, Brigitte 

Camille Javal 

Bell, Acton 

Anne Brontfi 

Bell, Currer 

Charlotte Brontd 

Bell, Ellis 

Emily Bronte 

Benny, jack 

Benjamin Kubeisy 

Berkeley, Busby 

William Berkeley Enos 

Berlin, Irving 

Israel Baline 

Bowie, David 

David Jones 

Boz 

Charles Dickens 

Brandt, Willy 

Karl Frahm 

BrassaT 

Gyula Halasz 

Brooks, Mel 

Melvin Kaminsky 

Bruce, Lenny 

Leonard Schneider 

Burton. Richard 

Richard Jenkins 

Caine. Michael 

Maurice Mkklewhite 

Callas, Maria 

Maria Kalageropouios 

Capote, Truman 

Truman Persons 

Carroll, Lewis 

Charles Lutwidge Dodgson 

Cline. Patsy 

Virginia Hensley 

Crawford, joan 

Lucille Le Sueur 

Dietrich, Marlene 

Maria Magdalene von Losch 

Dinesen. Isak 

Karen Blixen 

Dors, Diana 

Diana Fluck 

Dylan. Bob 

Robert Zimmerman 

El Greco 

Domenlkos Theotocopoulos 

Eliot, George 

Mary Ann Evans 

Ert* 

Romain de Tlrtoff 

Firdausi 

Abdul al-Qaslm Mansur 

Fonteyn, Margot 

Margaret Hookham 

Garbo, Greta 

Greta Gustafsson 

Garland, judy 

Frances Gumm 

George. Boy 

George O’Dowd 

Gorky, Maxim 

Aleksei Peshkov 

Grant. Cary 

Archibald Leach 

Harlow, Jean 

Harlean Carpenter 

Hayworth. Rita 

Margarita Cansino 

Henry, 0. 

William Sydney Porter 

Herrlot, James 

James Alfred Wight 

Holiday, Billie 

Eleanora Fagan 

Houdini, Harry 

Erik Weisz 

John, Elton 

Reginald Dwight 

Jolson, Al 

Asa Yoelson 

Karloff, Boris 

William Pratt 

Kaye, Danny 

David Kominski 


PSEUDONYM/ 

REAL NAME 

Laurel, Stan 

Arthur Jefferson 

Le Carrt, John 

David Cornwell 

Le Corbusier 

Charles jeanneret 

Lenin, Vladimir lllch 

Vladimir lllch Ulyanov 

Loren, Sophia 

Sofia Scicolone 

Madonna 

Madonna Louise Ciccone 

Malcolm X 

Malcolm Little 

Markova, Alicia 

Alice Marks 

Martin, Dean 

Dino Crocetti 

Mata Hari 

Margaretha Zeile 

Maxwell, Robert 

Jan Ludvik Hoch 

Meir, Golda 

Goldie Mabovich 

Melba, Nellie 

Helen Mitchell 

Mitchell. Joni 

Roberta Anderson 

Moli^re 

Jean-Baptiste Poquelin 

Monroe, Marilyn 

Norma jean Mortenson 

Morecambe, Eric 

John Bartholomew 

Novello, Ivor 

David Davies 

O’Brien, Flann 

Brian O’Nolan 

Orwell, George 

Eric Blair 

Pele 

Edson Arantes do Nascimento 

Phiz 

Habkrt Knight Browne 

Plckford, Mary 

Gladys Smith 

Queen, Ellery 

Frederick Dannay 

Ray, Man 

Emanuel Rudnitsky 

Rhys, Jean 

Gwen Williams 

Richard, Cliff 

Harry Webb 

Robinson, Edward G. 

Emanuel Goldenberg 

Rob Roy 

Robert Macgregor 

Rogers, Ginger 

Virginia McMath 

Rooney, Mickey 

Joseph Yule Jr 

Ruth, Babe 

George Hermann Ruth 

Saki 

Hector Hugh Monro 

Sand, George 

Amandine Dupin 

Stalin, Joseph 

Iosif Vissarionovich 
Dzhugashvili 

Starr, Ringo 

Richard Starkey 

Stendhal 

Marie Henri Beyle 

Sting 

Gordon Sumner 

Teresa, Mother 

Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu 

Tito 

Joslp Broz 

Trotsky, Leon 

Lev Davidovich Bronstein 

Twain, Mark 

Samuel Langhorn Clemens 

Villa, Pancho 

Doroteo Arango 

Voltaire 

Francois-Marie Arouet 

Waters, Muddy 

McKinley Morganfield 

Wayne, John 

Marion Morrison 

Wise, Ernie 

Ernest Wiseman 

Wonder, Stevie 

Steveland Morns 

Zeffirelli, Franco 

Gianfranco Corsi 


brochure, catalogue, daily, weekly, monthly, 
quarterly, annual, informal rag, mag, ’zine © the 
publication of her new hook issuing, announce- 
ment. publishing, printing, notification, report- 
ing. declaration, communication, proclamation, 
broadcasting, publicizing, advertising, distribu- 
tion, spreading, dissemination, promulgation, 
issuance, appearance 

publicity ► noun O the blaze of publicity public 
attention, public interest, public notice, media 
attention/mterest, exposure, glare, limelight 
© publicity should boost sales promotion, adver- 
tising, propaganda, boost, push, informal hype, 
ballyhoo, puff, puffery, build-up, razzmatazz, 
plug 


publicize ► verb Ql never publicize the fact 
make known, make public, publish, announce, 
report, post, communicate, broadcast, issue, 
put out, distribute, spread, promulgate, dissem- 
inate, circulate, air, disclose, reveal, divulge, 
leak, ©he just wants to publicize his book adver 
tise, promote, build up, talk up. push, beat the 
drum for, boost, informal hype, plug, puff (up) 
-opposites conceal, suppress 
public-spirited ► adjective community- 
minded, socially concerned, philanthropic, char- 
itable, altruistic, humanitarian, generous, un- 
selfish. 

publish ► verb Owe publish novels issue, bring 
out, produce, pnnt © he ought to publish his views' 
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Psychologists, Psychiatrists, and Psychoanalysts 


Adler, Alfred (Austrian) 

Berger, Hans (German) 

Blnet, Alfred (French) 

Burt. Cyril (English) 

Ellis. Havelock (English) 

Eysenck, Hans (British, b. In 
Germany) 

Freud, Anna (British, b in Austria) 
Freud. Sigmund (Austnan) 


Fromm, Erich (American, b. in 
Germany) 

Homey, Karen (German) 

Jung, Carl (Swiss) 

Klein, Melanie (Austrian) 

Kfihler, Wolfgang (German, b. in 
Estonia) 

Lacan, Jacques (French) 

Laing, R.D, (Scottish) 


Leary. Timothy (American) 
Luria, Alexander (Russian) 
Piaget, Jean (Swiss) 

Reich, Wilhelm (Austrian) 
Simon, Theodore (French) 
Skinner, B(urrhus) F(rederic) 
(American) 

Watson, John (American) 
Wundt, Wilhem (German) 


Branches of Psychology 


abnormal psychology 
Adlerian psychology 
analytical psychology 
apperceptionism 
applied psychology 
associationism 
behaviourism 
biopsychology 
child psychology 
clinical psychology 
cognitive psychology 
comparative 
psychology 
conhgurationism 
developmental 
psychology 

educational psychology 
ethology 
experimental 
psychology 
Freudianism 
gestalt therapy 
group psychology 
Homeyan psychology 
humanistic psychology 
industrial and 
organizational 
psychology 
introspection 
psychology 


Jungian psychology 
Lacanian psychology 
metapsychology 
neuropsychology 
object-relations theory 
occupational 
psychology 
orgone theory 
parapsychology 
Pavlovian psychology 
physiological 
psychology 
psychoacoustics 
psychoanalysis 
psychobiochemistry 
psychobiography 
psychobiology 
psychodynamics 
psychogenetics 
psychography 
psycholinguistics 
psychometry 
psychopathology 
psychopharmacology 
psychophysiology 
Reichian psychology 
Skinnerian psychology 
social psychology 
structuralism 
Watsonian psychology 


make known, make public, publicize, an- 
nounce. report, post, communicate, broadcast, 
issue, put out, distnbute, spread, promulgate, 
disseminate, circulate, air, disclose, reveal, di- 
vulge, leak 

pucker ►verb she puckered her forehead wrin 
kle, crinkle, crease, furrow, crumple, rumple, 
ruck up, scrunch up, corrugate, ruffle, screw 
up, shrivel, cockle 

► noun a pucker in the sewing wrinkle, cnnkle 
crumple, corrugation, furrow, line, fold. 

puckish ► adjective mischievous, naughty, imp- 
ish, roguish, playful, arch, prankish, informal 
waggish 

pudding ►noun dessert, sweet, second 
course, last course. Bnt informal afters, pud See 
list at cake 

puddle ►noun pool, spill, splash, poetic /literary 
plash 

puerile ►adjective childish, immature, infant- 
ile, juvenile, babyish, silly, mane, fatuous, je- 
june, asinine, foolish, petty 


-opposites mature, sensible 
puff ► noun ©a puff of wmd gust, blast, flurry, 
rush, draught, waft, breeze, breath 0he took a 
puff at hu> agar pull, informal drag 0 {informal) 
they expected a puff in ou? review column favour 
able mention, review, recommendation, good 
woid, advertisement, promotion, commeicial. 
informal ad, Bnt informal advert © (informal) a 
salesman’s puff publicity, advertising, piomo- 
tion, marketing, propaganda, build-up, patter, 
line, pitch, sales talk, informal spiel 
► verb ©he walked fast, puffing a little breathe 
heavily, pant, blow, gasp, fight for breath 
0shi’ puffed at her cigarette smoke, draw on. 
drag on. suck at/on © ( informal) new wavs to puff 
our products advertisf, promote, publicize, 
push, recommend, endorse, beat the drum for, 
informal hype (up), plug 

■ puff out/up bulge, swell (out), stick out. dis- 
tend. tumefy, balloon (up/out), expand, inflate, 
enlarge 

■ puff something out/up distend, expand, di 
late, inflate, blow up. pump up. enlarge, bloat 

puffed ►adjective out of breath, breathless, 
short of breath, panting, puffing, gasping, 
wheezing, wheezy, winded, informal out of puff 
puffed-up ►adjective self-important, conceit 
ed. arrogant, bumptious, pompous, overbear- 
ing, affected, stiff, vain, pioud, informal snooty, 
uppity, uppish 

puffy ► adjective swollen, puffed up. distended, 
enlarged, inflated, dilated, bloated, engorged, 
bulging, tumid, tumescent 
pugilism ► noun ( dated) See boxing 
pugilist ► noun [dated) boxer, fighter, prize- 
fighter, informal bruiser, pug 
pugnacious ► adjective combative, aggressive, 
antagonistic, belligerent, bellicose, warlike, 
quarrelsome, argumentative, contentious, dis- 
putatious, hostile, thieatening, truculent, fiery, 
hot-tempered * 

-oppositfs peaceable 

puke ► verb ( informal ) See vomit verb senses 1, 2 
pukka ►adjective [informal) Qthe pukka thing to 
do respectable, decoious, pi open genteel, po- 
lite, conventional, right, correct, accepted, de- 
cent 0 pukka racing can genuine, authentic, 
proper, actual, real, true, bona fide, veritable, 
legitimate, informal kosher, the real McCoy 0 a 
pukka meal excellent, very good, outstanding, 
exceptional, marvellous, wonderful, first-class, 
informal Al, ace, great, terrific, fantastic, fabu- 
lous, fab, awesome, wicked, Bnt informal bril- 
liant, brill 

-opposites improper, imitation, bad 
pull ► verb ©he pulled the box towards him * tug, 
haul, drag, draw, tow, heave, lug, jerk, wrench. 
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informal yank Qhe pulled the bad tooth out ex 
tract, take out, remove Qshe pulled a muscle 
strain, sprain, wrench, turn, nek, tear, dam- 
age © race day pulled big crowds attract, draw, 
bring in, pull in, lure, seduce, entice, tempt, 
beckon, interest, fascinate 
-opposites push, repel 

► noun ©give the chain a pull tug, jerk, heave, in- 
formal yank ©she took a pull on her beer gulp, 
draught, dnnk, swallow, mouthful, slug, informal 
swill, swig ©a pull on a cigarette puff, informal 
drag ©she felt the pull of the sea attraction, 
draw, lure, allurement, enticement, magnet- 
ism, temptation, fascination, appeal Qhe has a 
lot of pull tn finance influence, sway, power, au- 
thonty, say. prestige, standing, weight, lever- 
age, muscle, teeth, informal clout 

■ pull something apart dismantle, disassem 
hie, take/pull to pieces, take/pull to bits, take 
apart, stnp down, demolish, destroy, break up 

■ pull back withdraw, retieat, fall back, back 
off, pull out. retire, disengage, flee, turn tail 

■ pull something down demolish, knock 
down, tear down, dismantle, raze (to the 
ground), level, flatten, bulldoze, destroy 

■ pull in stop, halt, come to a halt, pull ovei, 
pull up. diaw up. brake, park 

■ pull someone/something in © they pulled in 
big audiences See pull verb sense 4 Q (informal) 
the police pulled him in arrest, apprehend, de- 
tain, take into custody, seize, capture, catch, in- 
formal collar, nab, nick, pinch, run in, bust, feel 
someone’s collai 

■ pull someone’s leg tease, fool, play a trick 
on, rag, pull the wool over someone’s eyes, in- 
formal kid, nb, lead up the garden path, take for 
a nde, Brit informal wind up. have on 

■ pull something off achieve, fulfil, succeed 
in. accomplish, bring off. carry off, peiform, 
discharge, complete, clinch, fix, effect, engin- 
eer 

■ pull out withdraw, resign, leave, retire, step 
down, bow out, back out, give up, informal quit 

■ pull through get better, get well again, im- 
prove, recovei, rally, come through, recuper- 
ate 

■ pull something to pieces © don't pull mv 
radio to pieces See pull something apart ©they 
pulled the plan to pieces criticize, attack, cen- 
sure, condemn, find fault with, pillory, maul, 
savage, informal knock, slam, pan, bash, crucify, 
lay into, roast, Bnt informal slate, rubbish, slag 
off 

■ pull oneself together regain ones compos 
ure, recover, get a grip on oneself, get over it, 
informal snap out of it, get one’s act together, 
buck up 

■ pull up. See pull in 

■ pull someone up reprimand, rebuke, scold, 
chide, chastise, upbraid, berate, reprove, re- 
proach, censure, take to task, admonish, lec- 
ture, read someone the Riot Act, haul over the 
coals, informal tell off, bawl out, dress down, 
give someone hell, give someone an earful, Bnt 
informal tick off, carpet, give someone a rollick- 
ing, N Amer informal chew out, Austral informal 
monster, formal castigate 

pulp ► noun Qhe kneaded it into a pulp mush, 
mash, paste, pur£e, pomace, pap, slop, slush, 
mulch, informal gloop, goo, N Amer informal glop 
© the sweet pulp on cocoa seeds flesh, marrow, 
meat. 


► verb pulp the gooseberries mash, puree, cream, 
crush, press, liquidize, liquefy, sieve, squash, 
pound, macerate, gnnd, mince 

► adjective pulp fiction trashy, cheap, sensational, 
lurid, tasteless, informal tacky, rubbishy 

pulpit ► noun stand, lectern, platform, podium, 
stage, dais, rostrum 

pulsate ►verb palpitate, pulse, throb, pump, 
undulate, surge, heave, rise and fall, beat, 
thump, drum, thrum, flutter, quiver 
pulse 1 ► noun © the pulse m her neck heartbeat, 
pulsation, pulsing, throbbing, pounding © the 
puise oj the train wheels rhythm, beat, tempo, ca- 
dence, pounding, thudding, drumming © pul- 
ses of ultrasound burst, blast, spurt, impulse, 
surge 

► verb music pulsed through the building throb, pul- 
sate, vibrate, beat, pound, thud, thump, drum, 
thrum, reverberate, echo 

pulse 2 ► noun eat plenty of pulses legume, pea, 
bean See list at bean 

pulverize ►verb ©the seeds are pulverized into 
Jlour grind, crush, pound, powdei, mill, 
crunch, squash, press, pulp, mash, sieve, 
mince, macerate, technical comminute © (infor- 
mal) he pulverized the opposition See trounce 
pummel ► verb batter, pound, belabour, drub, 
beat, punch, strike, hit, thump, thrash, informal 
clobber, wallop, basil, whack, beat the living 
daylights out of, give someone a (good) hiding, 
belt, biff, lay into, lam, Bnt informal slosh, N 
Amer informal bust, slug, Austial /NZ informal quilt, 
poetic/ literary smite 

pump ►verb ©/ pumped air out of the tube 
force, dnve, push, suck, draw, tap, siphon, 
withdraw, expel, extract, bleed, drain ©she 
pmmped up the tyre inflate, aerate, blow up. fill 
up. swell, enlarge, distend, expand, dilate, puff 
up © blood was pumping from his leg spurt, 
spout, squirt, jet, surge, spew, gush, stream, 
flow, pour, spill, well, cascade, iun. course 
© (informal) I pumped them for information inter 
rogate, cross-examine, ask, question, quiz, 
probe, sound out, catechize, give someone the 
third degree, informal gn 11 

pun ► noun play on words, wordplay, double 
entendre, innuendo, witticism, quip, bon mot 
punch 1 ► verb Jim punched him in the face hit, 
strike, thump, jab, smash, welt, cuff, clip, bat- 
tei, buffet, pound, pummel, informal sock. slug, 
biff, bop, wallop, clobber, bash, whack, 
thwack, clout, lam, whomp, Brit informal stick 
one on, dot, slosh, N Amer informal boff, bust. 
Austral /NZ informal quilt, poetic/ literary smite 

► noun © a punch on the nose blow, hit, knock, 
thump, box, jab, clip, welt, uppercut, hook, in- 
formal sock, slug, biff, bop, wallop, bash, whack, 
clout, belt, N Amer informal boff, bust, dated buf- 
fet © the album is full of punch vigour, liveli- 
ness. vitality, dnve, strength, zest, verve, en- 
thusiasm, impact, bite, kick, informal oomph, 
zmg 

punch 2 ► verb he punched her ticket make a hole 
in, perforate, puncture, pierce, pnek, hole, 
spike, skewer; poetic/ literary transpierce 
punch-Up ►noun (Bnt informal) See fight noun 
sense 1 

punchy ►adjective punchy dialogue forceful, 
incisive, strong, powerful, vigorous, dynamic, 
effective, impressive, telling, compelling, dra- 
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matic, passionate, graphic, vivid, potent, au- 
thoritative, aggressive, informal in-your-face 
-opposites ineffectual 

punctilio ► noun o stickler for punctilio con 
formity, conscientiousness, punctiliousness, 
etiquette, protocol, conventions, formalities, 
propnety, decorum, manners, politesse, good 
form, the done thing 0the punctilios of court 
procedure nicety, detail, fine point, subtlety, 
nuance, refinement 
-opposites informality 

punctilious * adjective meticulous, conscien- 
tious, diligent, scrupulous, caieful. painstaking, 
ngorous, perfectionist, methodical, particular, 
strict, fussy, fastidious, finicky, pedantic, informal 
nit-picking, pernickety, N Amer informal per 
snickety, archaic nice 
-opposiiis caieless 

punctual ► adjective on time, prompt, on 
schedule, in (good) time, informal on the dot 
—opposites late 

punctuate ► verb Qhmv to punctuate direct 
speech add punctuation to, put punctuation 
marks in, dot, apostrophize 0 slides punctuated 
the talk break up. interrupt, intersperse, pep- 
per, sprinkle, scatter 

punctuation ► noun See lists here and at ac 


CENT 


Punctuation Marks 

accent 

hyphen 

apostrophe 

inverted comma 

asterisk 

obelus 

asterism 

omission mark 

backslash 

parenthesis 

brace 

period 

bracket 

point 

caret 

pnnter’s mark 

colon 

question mark 

comma 

quotation mark 

dagger 

semicolon 

dash 

solidus 

diacritical mark 

square bracket 

ellipsis 

stop 

em dash/rule 

stroke 

en dash/rule 

swung dash 

exclamation mark 

virgule 

full stop/point 



puncture ►noun Qthe tyre developed a punc- 
ture hole, perforation, rupture, cut, slit, leak 
0 my car has a puncture flat tyre, informal flat 
► verb Qhe punctured her balloon make a hole in, 
pierce, rupture, perforate, stab, cut, slit, prick, 
spike, stick, lance, deflate ©she knows how to 
puncture his speeches put an end to, cut short, 
deflate, reduce 

pundit ► noun expert, authority, specialist, 
doyen(ne). master, guru, sage, savant, informal 
buff, whizz 

pungent ►adjective Qa pungent marinade 
strong, powerful, pervasive, penetrating, 
sharp, acid, sour, biting, bitter, tart, vinegary, 
tangy, highly flavoured, aromatic, spicy, pi- 
quant, peppery, hot © pungent remarks caus 
tic, biting, trenchant, cutting, acerbic, sardon- 
ic. sarcastic, scathing, acrimonious, barbed, 
sharp, tart, incisive, bitter, venomous, waspish 
-opposites bland, mild 


punish ► verb Q they punished their children dis 
cipune, bring someone to book, teach someone 
a lesson, tan someone’s hide, informal murder, 
wallop, come down on (like a ton of bricks), 
have someone’s guts for garters. Bnt informal 
give someone what for; dated chastise 0 higher 
charges would punish the poor penalize, unfairly 
disadvantage, handicap, hurt, wrong, ill-use, 
maltreat © the strikers punished the defence’s mis- 
takes exploit, take advantage of, turn to ac- 
count, profit from, capitalize on. cash in on, in- 
formal walk all over 

punishable ► adjective illegal, unlawful, il- 
legitimate. criminal, felonious, actionable, in- 
dictable, penal, blameworthy, dishonest, frau- 
dulent, unauthorized, outlawed, banned, for- 
bidden, prohibited, intei dieted, proscribed 

punishing ► adjective a punishing schedule ar 
duous, demanding, taxing, onerous, burden- 
some, strenuous, rigoious, stressful, trying, 
haid, difficult, tough, exhausting, tinng, gruel- 
ling. crippling, lelcntless, informal killing 
— opposiifs easy 

punishment ►noun Qthe punishment of the 
guilty penalizing, punishing, disciplining, retn 
bution, dated chastisement ©the teacher imposed 
punishments penalty, penance, sanction, sen- 
tence, one’s just deserts, discipline, correction, 
vengeance, justice, judgement, informal come- 
uppance ©both boxers took punishment a bat 
tering, a thrashing, a beating, a drubbing, infor- 
mal a hiding O evens take continual punishment 
maltreatment, mistreatment, abuse, ill-use, 
manhandling, damage, harm 
-rtiatfd terms punitive, penal 

punitive ►adjective ©punitive measures penal, 
disciplinary, corrective, correctional, retribu- 
tive 0 punitive taxes harsh, severe, stiff, strin- 
gent, burdensome, demanding, crushing, crip- 
pling, high, sky-high, inflated, exorbitant, ex- 
tortionate, excessive, inordinate, umeasonable, 
Bnt swingeing 

punter ► noun Q (informal) each punter has a 1 W 
chance gambler, backer, staker, speculator, bet- 
tor. informal plungei, high roller 0(Bnt informal) 
sales bring the punters in customer, client, pat- 
ron, buyei, purchaser, shopper, consume!, 
(punters) clientele, audience, trade, business, 
Bnt informal bums on scats 

puny ► adjective Q he grew up puny undersized, 
undernourished, underfed, stunted, slight, 
small, little, weak, feeble, sickly, delicate, frail, 
fragile, informal weedy, pint-sized 0puny efforts 
to save their homes pitiful, pitiable, inadequate, 
insufficient, dehsory, miserable, sorry, meagre, 
paltry, tpfling, inconsequential, informal pathet- 
ic, measly, piddling, formal exiguous 
-opposites sturdy, substantial. 

pupil ► noun © former pupils of the school stu 
dent, scholar, schoolchild, schoolboy, school- 
girl 0the guru’s pupils disciple, follower, stu- 
dent, protege, apprentice, trainee, novice 

puppet ►noun Qa show with puppets mario 
nette, glove puppet, hand puppet, finger pup- 
pet 0 a puppet of the government pawn, tool, in- 
strument, cat’s paw, poodle, creature, dupe, 
mouthpiece, minion, stooge 

purchase ► verb we purchased the software buy, 
pay for, acquire, obtain, pick up, snap up. take, 
procure, invest in, informal get hold of. score 
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-OPPOSITES sell 

► noun ©he’s happy with his purchase acquisition, 
investment, order, bargain, shopping, goods, in - 
formal buy ©he lould get no purchase on the wall 
grip, grasp, hold, foothold, toehold, anchorage, 
attachment, support, resistance, friction, lever- 
age 

-opposites sale 

purchaser ► noun buyer, shopper, customer, 
consumer, patron. Law vendee 
pure ►adjective ©pure gold unadulterated, un- 
contaminated, unmixed, undiluted, unalloyed, 
unblended, sterling, solid, refined, 100%, clari- 
fied, clear, filtered, flawless, perfect, genuine, 
real ©the air is so pure clean, clear, fresh, 
sparkling, unpolluted, uncontaminated, un- 
tainted, wholesome, natural, healthy, sanitary, 
uninfected, disinfected, germ-fiee, sterile, ster- 
ilized, aseptic ©pure in body and mind virtu 
ous, moral, ethical, good, righteous, saintly, 
honourable, reputable, wholesome, clean, hon- 
est. upright, upstanding, exemplary. irre- 
pioachable. chaste, virginal, maidenly, decent, 
worthy, noble, blameless, guiltless, spotless, 
unsullied, uncorrupted, undefiled, informal 
squeaky clean Qpure maths theoretical, ab- 
stract. conceptual, academic, hypothetical, 
speculative, conjectural 0 three hours oj pure 
magic sheer, utter, absolute, out-and-out, com- 
plete. total, perfect, unmitigated 
-opposites adulterated, polluted, immoral, 
practical 

pure-bred ►adjective pedigree, thoroughbred, 
full-bred, blooded, pedigreed, pure 
-opposites hybrid 

purely ► adverb entirely, completely, absolute- 
ly, wholly, exclusively, solely, only, just, mere- 
ly 

purgative ►adjective purgative medicine laxa 
tive, evacuant. Medicine aperient, Mediune, archaic 
lenitive 

► noun orris root is a purgative laxative, evacuant, 
Medicine apenent, Medicine, archaic lenitive, dated 
pui go See list at laxative 

purgatory ►noun tormfnt, tortuic, misery, 
suffering, affliction, anguish, agonv, woe, hell, 
an ordeal, a nightmare 
— opposi i es paradise 

purge ►verb ©he purged them of their doubt 
cleanse, clear, punfy, wash, shnve, absolve, 
rare lustrate © lawbreakers were purged from the 
armv remove, get rid of, expel, eject, exclude, 
dismiss, sack, oust, eradicate, clear out, weed 
out 

► noun the purge of dissidents removal, expulsion, 
ejection, exclusion, eviction, dismissal, sacking, 
ousting, eradication 

purify ►verb ©trees help to punfy the air clean, 
cleanse, refine, decontaminate, filter, clarify, 
clear, freshen, deodorize, sanitize, disinfect, 
sterilize ©they punfy themselves before the cere- 
mony purge, cleanse, unburden, deliver, re- 
deem, shrive, exorcize, sanctify, rare lustrate. 
purist ►noun pedant, perfectionist, formalist, 
literalist, stickler, traditionalist, doctrinaire, 
quibbler, dogmatist, informal nit-picker, archaic 
precisian 

puritan ►noun moralist, pietist, prude, png, 
killjoy, ascetic, informal goody-goody, Holy Joe, N 
Amer informal bluenose 


puritanical ► adjective moralistic, puntan, 
pietistic, strait-laced, stuffy, prudish, pnm, 
priggish, narrow-minded, sententious, censon- 
ous, austere, severe, ascetic, abstemious, informal 
goody-goody, starchy 
-opposites permissive 

purity ► noun © the punty of our tap water 
cleanness, clearness, clanty, freshness, stenl- 
ity © they sought punty in a foul world virtue, 
morality, goodness, righteousness, saintliness, 
piety, honour, honesty, mtegnty, decency, eth- 
icality, impeccability, innocence, chastity 

purloin ►verb steal, thieve, rob, take, snatch, 
pilfer, loot, appropnate, mfomnal swipe, nab, rip 
off. lift, ‘liberate’, ‘borrow’, filch, snaffle, Bnt in- 
formal pinch, half-inch, nick, whip, knock off, 
nobble, N Amer informal heist 

purport ►verb this work purports to be authorita- 
tive claim, profess, pretend; appear, seem, be 
ostensibly, pose as, impersonate, masquerade 
as, pass foi 

► noun ©the purport of his remarks gist, sub- 
stance, dnlt, implication, intention, meaning, 
significance, sense, essence, thrust, message 
©the purport of the attack intention, purpose, 
object, objective, aim, goal, target, end, design, 
idea 

purpose ►noun ©the purpose of his visit mo 
tive, motivation, grounds, cause, occasion, rea- 
son, point, basis, justification © their purpose 
was to subvert the economy intention, aim, ob- 
ject. objective, goal, end, plan, scheme, target, 
ambition, aspiration 01 cannot see any purpose 
m it advantage, benefit, good. use. value, 
merit, worth, profit, informal mileage, percent- 
age © the original purpose of the porch function, 
role, use ©tht^ started the game with purpose 
determination, resolution, iesolve, steadfast- 
ness, backbone, drive, push, enthusiasm, ambi- 
tion, motivation, commitment, conviction, 
dedication, informal get-up-and-go 

► verb ( formal ) they purposed to reach the summit in 
tend, mean, aim, plan, design, have the inten- 
tion, decide, resolve, determine, propose, as 
pire, set one’s sights on 

■ on purpose deliberately, intentionally, pur- 
posely, by design, wilfully, knowingly, con 
sciously, of one’s own volition, expressly, spe- 
cifically. especially, specially 

purposeful ►adjective determined, resolute, 
steadfast, single-minded, enthusiastic, motiv- 
ated, committed, dedicated, persistent, dogged, 
unfaltering, unshakeable 
-opposites aimless 

purposely ►adverb. See on purpose at pur 
pose 

purse ►noun ©the money fell out of her purse 
wallet, money bag, N Amer change purse, bill- 
fold ©(A/ Amer ) a woman’s purse See handbag 
© the public purse fund(s), kitty, coffers, pool, 
bank, treasury, exchequer, money, finances, 
wealth, reserves, cash, capital, assets, ©the 
fight will net him a $75,000 purse prize, reward, 
award, winnings, stake(s). 

► verb he pursed his lips press together, com- 
press, tighten, pucker, pout 

pursuance ►noun ( forma f) ©he was arrested m 
pursuance of this Act execution, discharge, im- 
plementation, performance, accomplishment, 
fulfilment, dispatch, prosecution, enforcement 
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Q their pursuance of power search for, pursuit 
of, quest for, hunt for 

pursue ► verb © I pursued him down the garden 
follow, run after, chase, hunt, stalk, track, 
trail, shadow, hound, course, informal tail © pur- 
sue the goal of political union strive for, work to- 
wards, seek, search for, aim at/for, aspire to 
©he had been pursuing her for weeks woo, pay 
court to. chase, run after, informal make up to, 
dated court, make love to, romance, set one’s 
cap at ©she pursued a political career engage in, 
be occupied m. practise, follow, prosecute, con- 
duct, ply, take up, undertake, carry on ©we 
will not pursue the matter investigate, research, 
inquire into, look into, examine, scrutinize, 
analyse, delve into, probe 
-opposites avoid, shun 

pursuit ►noun Qthe pursuit of profit striving 
towards, quest after/foi, search foi, aim, goal, 
objective, dream 0a worthwhile pursuit activ 
ity, hobby, pastime, diversion, lecreation, re- 
laxation, divertissement, amusement, occupa 
tion, trade, vocation, business, woik, job, em- 
ployment 

purvey ►verb sell, supply, provide, furnish, 
cater retail, deal in. tiade, stock, offei. peddle, 
hawk, tout, traffic in, informal flog 

purveyor ► noun SELLER, vendor, retailer, sup- 
plier, stockist, trader, pedlar, hawker, Bnt tout 

pus ►noun suppuration, matter, dischaige, so- 
ci etion 

-relatfd terms purulent 
push ►verb ©she tried to push him away shove. 
thrust, propel, send, drive, force, prod, poke, 
nudge, elbow, shoulder, sweep, bundle, hustle, 
manhandle ©she pushed her way into the flat 
force, shove, thrust, squeeze, jostle, elbow, 
shoulder, bundle, hustle, work, inch ©he 
pushed the panic button press, depress, beai 
down on. hold down squeeze, operate, acti- 
vate O don’t push her to join in urge, press, 
pressure, pressurize, force, impel, coerce, nag. 
prevail on, biowbeat into, informal lean on, twist 
someone’s arm. bulldoze ©they push their own 
products advertise, publicize, promote, bang 
the drum for, sell, market, meichandise. informal 
plug, hype (up), puff, flog, N Amer informal bally- 
hoo 

-opposites pull 

► noun ©f fih a push in the buck shove, thrust, 
nudge, rain, bump, jolt, butt, prod, poke © the 
enemy's eastward push advance, drive, thrust, 
charge, attack, assault, onslaught, onrush, of- 
fensive, sortie, sally, incursion 

■ at a push ( Bnt informal) if necessary, if need 
be, if needs must, if all else fails, in an emer- 
gency 

■ push someone around bully, domineer, 
nde roughshod over, trample on. bulldoze, 
browbeat, tyrannize, intimidate, thi eaten, vic- 
timize, pick on, informal lean on, boss about/ 
around 

■ push for demand, call for, request, press foi, 
campaign for, lobby for, speak up for, urge, 
promote, advocate, champion, espouse 

■ push off ( informal) go away, depart, leave, get 
out, go, get moving, be off (with you), shoo, in- 
formal skedaddle, split, scram, run along, beat it, 
get lost, shove off, buzz off, clear off, on your 
bike, Bnt informal get stuffed, slmg your hook, 
hop it. bog off. naff off, N Amer informal bug off, 


take a powder, take a hike. Austral /NZ informal 
rack off. nick off, poetic/ literary begone 
■ push on press on, continue one's journey, 
carry on, advance, proceed, go on, progress, 
make headway, forge ahead 
pushover ► noun © the teacher was a pushover 
weakling, feeble opponent, man of straw, infor- 
mal soft touch, easy touch, easy meat ©this 
course is no pushover easy task, walkover, five- 
finger exercise, gift, child’s play, informal doddle, 
piece of cake, picnic, money for old rope, 
cinch, breeze. Bnt informal doss, N Amer informal 
duck soup, snap, Austral /NZ informal bludge, dated 
snip 

pushy ► adjective assertive, self-assertive, over- 
bearing. domineering, aggressive, forceful, for- 
waid, bold, bumptious, officious, thrusting, 
ambitious, ovei confident, cocky, informal bossy, 
dated pushful 
-opposites submissive 

pusillanimous ►adjective timid, timorous, 
cowardly, fearful, faint-hearted, lily-livered, 
spineless, craven. shrinking, informal chicken, 
gutless, wimpy, wimpish, sissy, yellow, yellow- 
bellied 

-oppositfs biave 

pussyfoot ► verb ©you can’t pussyfoot around 
with this equivocate, tergiversate, be evasive, 
be non-committal, sidestep the issue, prevari- 
cate, quibble, hedge, beat about the bush, Bnt 
hum and haw, informal duck the question, sit on 
the fence, shilly-shally ©/ had to pussyfoot over 
the gravel creep, tiptoe, pad. soft-shoe, steal, 
sneak, slink 

pustule ► noun pimple, spot. bleb, boil, swell- 
ing. eruption, carbuncle, blister, abscess, informal 
whitehead, zit, Scottish informal plook, technical 
comedo, papule 

put ►verb ©she put the parcel on a chair place. 
set (down), lay (down), deposit, position, settle, 
leave, plant, informal stick, dump, bung, park, 
plonk, pop, N Amer informal plunk ©he didn't 
want to be put in a category assign to, consign 
to. allocate to, place in Q don't put the blame on 
me lay, pin, place, fix, attribute to, impute to, 
assign to. allocate to, ascribe to O the proposals 
put to the committee submit, present, tender, 
offei, proffer, advance, suggest, propose ©she 
put it bluntly express, word, phrase, frame, for- 
mulate, render, convey, couch, state, say, utter 
©he put the cost at LS, 000 estimate, calculate, 
reckon, gauge, assess, evaluate, value, judge, 
measure, compute, fix, set, informal guesstimate 

■ put about ship put about turn round, 
come about, change course 

■ put something about the rumour had been 
put about spread, circulate, make public, dis- 
seminate, broadcast, publicize, pass on, propa- 
gate. bandy about 

■ put something across/over communicate. 

convey, get across/over, explain, make clear, 
spell out, clarify, get through to someone 

■ put something aside ©we’ve got a bit put 
aside in the bank save, put by, set aside, de- 
posit, reserve, store, stockpile, hoard, stow, 
cache, informal salt away, squirrel away, stash 
away ©they put aside their differences disre 
gard, set aside, ignore, forget, discount, bury 

■ put someone away ( informal) © they put him 
away for life jail, impnson, put in prison, put 
behind bars, lock up, incarcerate, informal cage. 
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Bnt informal bang up, send down, N Amer informal 
jug 0vou should be put away 1 certify, commit, 
hospitalize, institutionalize, put in a psychi- 
atric hospital 

■ put something away QI put away some 
money See put something aside sense 1 ©she 
never puts her things away replace, put back, 
tidy away, tidy up. cleai away 0 [informal) she 
can put away a lot of food See eat sense 1 

■ put something back ©he put the books back 
replace, return, restore, put away, tidy away 
©they put back the jilm's release date See put 
something off 

■ put someone down Q (informal) he often puts 
me down criticize, belittle, disparage, depre- 
cate, denigrate, slight, humiliate, shame, crush, 
squash, deflate, informal show up, cut down to 
size ©/ put him down as shy consider to be, 
judge to be, reckon to be, take to be, regard, 
have down, take toi 

■ put something down © he put his ideas down 
on paper write down, note down, jot down, 
take down, set down, list, record, register, log 
©they put down the rebellion suppress, check, 
crush, quash, squash, quell, overthrow, stamp 
out. repress, subdue ©the horse had to be pul 
down destroy, put to sleep, put out of its mis- 
ery, put to death, kill O put it down to the heat 
attribute, ascribe, chalk up. impute, blame on 

■ put something forward. See put sense 4 

■ put In for apply for, put in an application 
for, trv foi, lequest, seek, ask for 

■ put someone off deter, discourage, dis 
suade, daunt, unnerve, intimidate, scaie off, 
repel, icpulse. distiact, distuib, divert, side- 
track, informal turn off 

■ put something off postpone, defer, delay, 
put back, adjourn, hold over, reschedule, 
shelve, table, mfomial put on ice, put on the 
back burnei 

■ put it on pretend, play-act. make believe, 
fake it, go through the motions 

■ put something on ©she put on jeans dress 
in, don, pull on. thiow on, slip into, change 
into, informal doll oneself up in ©/ put the liglit 
on switch on, turn on, activate ©the v put on 
an extra train provide, lay on, supply, make 
available ©the museum put on an exhibition or 
ganize, stage, mount, piesent, produce Qshe 
put on an American accent feign, fake, simulate, 
affect, assume ©he put a fiver on Oxford United 
bet, gamble, stake, wager, place, lay, risk, 
chance, hazard 

■ put one over on ( informal) See hoodwink 

■ put someone out © Maria was put out by the 
slur annoy, anger, irritate, offend, affront, dis- 
please, irk, vex, pique, nettle, gall, upset, infor- 
mal nle, miff, peeve, Bnt informal nark ©/ don’t 
want to put vou out inconvenience, trouble, 
bother, impose on, disoblige, informal put some- 
one on the spot, formal discommode 

■ put something out © firemen put out the 
blaze extinguish, quench, douse, smother, blow 
out, snuff out ©he put out a press release issue, 
publish, release, bring out, circulate, publicize, 
post 

■ put someone up © we can put him up for a 
few days accommodate, house, take in, lodge, 
quarter, billet, give someone a roof over their 
head ©they put up a candidate nominate, pro- 
pose. put forward, recommend 

■ put something up © the building was put up 
100 years ago build, construct, erect, raise 


©she put up a poster display, pm up, stick up, 
hang up, post ©we put up alternative schemes 
propose, put forward, present, submit, sug- 
gest, tender ©the chancellor put up taxes in 
crease, raise, informal jack up, hike, bump up 
©he put up most of the funding provide, supply, 
furnish, give, contribute, donate, pledge, pay, 
informal fork out, cough up, shell out, N Amer in- 
formal ante up, pony up 

■ put upon (informal) take advantage of, im- 
pose on. exploit, use, misuse, informal walk all 
over 

■ put someone up to something ( informal) 
pfrsuade to, encourage to. urge to, egg on to, 
incite to, goad into 

■ put up with tolerate, fake, stand (for), ac- 
cept. stomach, swallow, endure, bear, support, 
take something lying clown, informal abide, lump 
it, Bnt informal stick, be doing with, formal brook, 
archaic suffer 

putative ► adjective supposed, assumed, pre- 
sumed, accepted, recognized, commonly ie- 
garded, piesumptive, alleged, reputed, leport- 
ed. rumoured 

put-down ►noun ( mformaf) snub, slight, affront, 
rebuff, sneer, disparagement, humiliation 
barb, jibe, cnticism, informal dig 

putrefy ► verb decay, rot. decompose, go bad, 
go off, spoil, fester, pensh, deteriorate, mould 
ei 

putrid ►adjective decomposing, decaying, rot- 
ting, rotten, bad, off, putrefied, putrescent, 
lancid, mouldy, foul, fetid, rank 

puzzle ► verb ©her decision puzzled me perplex, 
confuse, bewilder, bemuse, baffle, mystify, con- 
found. nonplus, informal flummox, faze, stump, 
beat, N Amer informal disc ombobu late Qshe puz 
zled over the problem think hard about, mull 
over, muse over, ponder, contemplate, medi 
tate on, consider, deliberate on, chew over, 
wonder about ©she tried to puzzle out what he 
meant work out, understand, comprehend, 
sort out. reason out, solve, make sense of, 
make head or tail of, unravel, decipher, informal 
figuit out, suss out 

► noun the poem has always been a puzzle enigma, 
mystery, paradox, conundrum, poser, riddle, 
problem, informal stumper 

puzzled ► adjective perplexed, confused, bewil- 
dered, bemused, baffled, mystified, confound- 
ed, nonplussed, at a loss, at sea, informal flum- 
moxed, stumped, fazed, clueless, N Amer informal 
discombobulated 

puzzling ►adjective baffling, perplexing, be- 
wildering, confusing, complicated, unclear, 
mysterious, enigmatic, ambiguous, obscure, ab- 
struse, unfathomable, incomprehensible, im- 
penetrable, cryptic 
-opposites clear 

pygmy ► noun ©a Congo pygmy very small 
person, person of restricted growth, midget, 
dwarf, homunculus, manikin, Lilliputian, infor- 
mal shnmp Q an intellectual pygmy lightweight, 
mediocrity, nonentity, nobody, cipher, small 
fry, informal pipsqueak, no-hoper, Bnt informal 
squit, N Amor informal picayune 
-opposites giant 

pyromaniac ► noun arsonist, incendiary; Bnt 
fire-raiser, informal firebug, pyro; N Amer informal 
torch 



quack ► noun Qa quack selling fake medicines 
swindler, charlatan, mountebank, trickster, 
fraud, fraudster, impostor, hoaxer, shaiper, in 
formal con man. shark. Bnt informal twister. N 
Amer informal gnfter, Austral informal shicer 0 ( Bnt 
informal) get the quack to examine you See doctor 
noun 

quadrangle ► noun courtyard, quad, court, 
cloister, precinct, square, pla/a, piazza 

quaff ►verb drink, swallow, gulp (down), guz- 
zle. slurp, down, drain, empty, imbibe, partake 
of, consume, sup, sip. informal sink, kill, glug, 
swig, swill, slug, knock back, toss off, Bnt mfor 
mat get outside (of), shift, muider. neck N Amer 
informal chug, snarf (down) 

quagmire ►noun ©the field bei ume a quagmire 
swamp, morass, bog, marsh, nure, slough, ar- 
chaic quag 0 a judicial quagmire muddle, mix- 
up. mess, predicament, mare’s nest, quandary, 
tangle, imbroglio, trouble, confusion, difficulty, 
informal sticky situation, pickle, stew, dilemma, 
fix. bind 

quail ►verb cower, cringe, tlmch, shnnk. re- 
coil, shy (away), pull back, shiver, tremble, 
shake, quake, blench, blanch 

quaint ►adjective ©a quaint lowr i picturesque, 
charming, sweet, attractive, old-fashioned, old- 
world. Bnt twee. N Amer cunning, pseudo-archaic 
olde (worlde) 0 quaint customs unusual, dif- 
ferent. out of the ordinaiy. curious, eccentric, 
quirky, bizarre, whimsical, unconventional, in- 
formal offbeat 

-opposms ugly, ordinary 

quake ►verb ©thi* ground quaked shake, trem- 
ble. quiver, shudder, sway, rock, wobble, move, 
heave, convulse ©we quaked when we saw the 
soldiers tremble, shake, quiver, shiver, blench, 
blanch, flinch, shrink, recoil, cower, cringe 

qualification ►noun Q a teaching qualification 
certificate, diploma, degree, licence, docu- 
ment, warrant, eligibility, acceptability, ad- 
equacy, proficiency, skill, ability, capability, ap- 
titude ©/ can’t accept it without qualification 
modification, limitation, reservation, stipula- 
tion, alteration, amendment, revision, moder- 
ation. mitigation, condition, proviso, caveat 

qualified ► adjective certified, certificated, 
chartered, licensed, professional, trained, fit, 
competent, accomplished, proficient, skilled, 
experienced, expert 

qualify ►verb Of qualify for free travel be eli 
gible, meet the requirements, be entitled to, 
be permitted ©they qualify as refugees count, 
be considered, be designated, be eligible ©she 
qualified as a solicitor * be certified, be licensed, 
pass, graduate, make the grade, succeed, pass 
muster © the course qualified them to teach au 
thorize, empower, allow, permit, license, 
equip, prepare, train, educate, teach ©they 
qualified their findings modify, limit, restrict, 
make conditional, moderate, temper, modu- 
late, mitigate 


Qq 

quality ►noun ©a poor quality of stgnal stand 
ard, grade, class, calibre, condition, character, 
nature, form, rank, value, level, sort, type, 
kind, variety ©work of such quality excellence, 
superiority, ment, worth, value, virtue, calibre, 
eminence, distinction, incomparability, talent, 
skill, virtuosity, craftsmanship 0 her good qual- 
ities feature, trait, attribute, characteristic, 
point, aspect, facet, side, property 

qualm ► noun misgiving, doubt, reservation, se- 
cond thought, worry, concern, anxiety, 
(qualms) hesitation, hesitance, hesitancy, 
demur, reluctance, disinclination, apprehen- 
sion, trepidation, unease, scruples, lemorse 
compunc tion 

quandary ► noun predicament, plight, diffi- 
cult situation, awkward situation, trouble, 
muddle, mess, confusion, difficulty, mare’s 
nest, informal dilemma, sticky situation, pickle, 
hole, stew, fix, bind, jam 

quantity ►noun ©the quantity of food collected 
amount, total, aggregate, sum. quota, mass, 
weight, volume, bulk, quantum, proportion, 
portion, part ©a quantity of ammunition 
amount, lot. great deal, good deal, an abun- 
dance, a wealth, a piofusion, plenty, informal 
piles, oodles, tons, lots, loads, heaps, masses, 
stacks, bags, Bnt informal shedloads 

quark ► noun See list 


Flavours and Colours of Quarks 
and Antiquarks 


beauty 

blue 

bottom 

charm 

down 


green 

minus-blue 

minus-green 

minus-red 

red 


strangeness 

top 

truth 

up 


quarrel ► noun they had a quarrel about money 
argument, disagreement, squabble, fight, dis- 
pute, wrangle, clash, altercation, feud, contre- 
temps, disputation, falling-out, war of words, 
shouting match, informal tiff, slanging match, 
lun-in, Bnt informal barney, row, bust-up 
► verb don’t quarrel' over it argue, fight, disagree, 
fall out, differ, be at odds, bicker, squabble, 
cross swords, lock horns, be at each other’s 
throats, informal argufy. Bnt informal row 
■ quarrel with you can’t quarrel with the verdict 
fault, criticize, object to, oppose, take excep- 
tion to. attack, take issue with, impugn, con- 
tradict, dispute, controvert, informal knock, formal 
gainsay 

quarrelsome ►adjective argumentative, dis- 
putatious, confrontational, captious, pugna- 
cious, combative, antagonistic, bellicose, belli- 
gerent, cantankerous, choleric, Bnt informal 
stroppy. N Amer informal scrappy 
-opposites peaceable 

quarry ► noun prey, victim, object, goal, target, 
kill, game 
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quarter ►noun © the iMtin quarter district, 
area, region, part, side, neighbourhood, pre- 
cinct, locality, sector, zone, ghetto, community, 
enclave ©help from an unexpected quarter 
source, direction, place, location, person 
©the servants’ quarters accommodation, lodg- 
ings, rooms, chambers, home, informal pad, digs, 
formal abode, residence, domicile ©the not 
squads gave no quarter mercy, leniency, clem- 
ency, lenity, compassion, pity, chanty, sym- 
pathy, tolerance 

► verb Qthey were quartered in a villa accommo- 
date, house, board, lodge, put up, take in, in- 
stall, shelter. Military billet ©I quartered the 
streets patrol, range over, tour, reconnoitre, 
traverse, survey, scout, Bnt informal recce 

quash ►verb ©he may quash the sentence can 
cel, reverse, rescind, repeal, revoke, retract, 
countermand, withdraw, overturn, overrule, 
veto, annul, nullity, invalidate, negate, void, 
Law vacate, formal abrogate ©we want to quash 
these rumours put an end to. put a stop to, 
stamp out, crush, put down, check, curb, nip 
in the bud, squash, quell, subdue, suppress, ex- 
tinguish, stifle, mfomial squelch, put the kibosh 
on 

-oppositfs validate 

quasi- ►combining form © quasi-scicntifu sup 
posedly, seemingly, apparently, allegedly, os- 
tensibly, on the face ot it. on the suiface, to all 
intents and purposes, outwardly, superficially, 
purportedly, nominally, pseudo- ©u quasi- 
autonomous organization partly, partially, part, 
to a certain extent, to some extent, half, rela 
tively, comparatively, (up) to a point, almost, 
nearly, just about, all but 

quaver ►verb tremble, waver, quiver, shake, 
vibrate, oscillate, fluctuate, falter, warble 

quay ► noun wharf, pier, jetty, landing stage, 
berth, manna, dock, harbour 

queasy ►adjective nauseous, nauseated, bili- 
ous, sick, ill, unwell, poorly, green about the 
gills, Bnt off colour 

queen ► noun © the Queen was crcmTied mon 
arch, sovereign, ruler, head of state. Her Maj- 
esty, king’s consort, queen consort © (informal) 
the queen of soul musk doyenne, star, superstar, 
leading light, big name, queen bee, pnma 
donna, idol, heroine, favourite, darling, god- 
dess 

queer ► adjective © it seemed queer to see him 
here odd, strange, unusual, hinny, peculiar, 
curious, bizarre, weird, uncanny, freakish, 
eerie, unnatural, unconventional, unorthodox, 
unexpected, unfamiliar, abnormal, anomalous, 
atypical, untypical, out of the ordinary, incon- 
gruous, irregular, puzzling, perplexing, baf- 
fling. unaccountable, informal fishy, creepy, 
spooky, freaky, Bnt informal rum ©(8nf informal, 
dated) the pills made her feel queer See ill adjective 
sense 1 

-opposites normal, well 

► verb he queered the whole deal spoil, rum, wreck, 
destroy, scotch, disrupt, undo, thwart, foil, 
blight, cripple, jeopardize, threaten, under- 
mine, compromise, informal botch, blow, put the 
kibosh on, Bnt informal scupper 

quell ►verb Q troops quelled the unrest put an 
end to, put a stop to, end, crush, put down, 
check, crack down on, curb, nip m the bud, 


squash, quash, subdue, suppress, overcome, in- 
formal squelch ©he quelled his misgivings calm, 
soothe, pacify, settle, quieten, quiet, silence, 
allay, assuage, mitigate, moderate, poetic/ literary 
stay 

quench ►verb ©they quenched their thirst sat 
isfy, slake, sate, satiate, gratify, relieve, as- 
suage, take the edge off, indulge, lessen, re- 
duce, dimmish, check, suppress, extinguish, 
overcome ©the flames were quenched extin 
guish, put out, snuff out, smother, douse 

querulous ►adjective petulant, peevish, pet- 
tish, complaining, fractious, fretful, irritable, 
testy, tetchy, cross, snappish, crabby, crotchety, 
cantankcious, miserable, moody, grumpy, bad- 
tempered, sullen, sulky, sour, churlish, informal 
snappy, grouchy, whingy, Bnt informal ratty, 
cranky, N English informal mardy. N Amer informal 
soreheaded 

query ► noun ©we are hupp}' to answer any quer- 
ies question, enquiry, Brit mfomial quiz © there 
was a query as to who owned the hotel doubt, un- 
certainty, question (mark), reservation, scepti- 
cism 

► verb © ‘Whv do that T queried Isohel ask, enquire, 
question, Bnt mfomial quiz ©/oik mav query his 
iredenlials question, call into question, chal- 
lenge, dispute, cast aspersions on, doubt, have 
suspicions about, have reservations about 

quest ►noun ©their quest for ha killer search, 
hunt, pursuance of ©Sir Galahad’s quest exped 
ition, journey, voyage, trek, travels, odyssey, 
adventure, exploration, search, crusade, mis- 
sion, pilgrimage 

■ in quest of in search of. m pursuit of. seek- 
ing. looking for, on the lookout for. aftei 

question ►noun ©please answer my question 
enquiry, query, interrogation, Bnt mfomial quiz 
© there is no question that he is ill doubt, dis- 
pute, argument, debate, uncertainty, dubious- 
ness. reservation, formal dubiety ©the political 
questions of the day issue, matter, business, 
problem, concern, topic, theme, case, debate, 
argument, dispute, controversy 
-rflated tfrms interrogative 
-opposites answer, certainty 

► verb ©the magistrate questions the suspect inter 
rogate, cross-examine, cross-question, quiz, 
catechize, interview, debrief, examine, give the 
third degree to, mfomial gnll, pump ©she ques- 
tioned his motives query, call into question, 
challenge, dispute, cast aspersions on, doubt, 
suspect, have suspicions about, have reserva- 
tions about 

■ beyond question ©her loyalty is beyond ques- 
tion undoubted, beyond doubt, certain, indub- 
itable. indisputable, incontrovertible, unques- 
tionable, undeniable, clear, patent, manifest 
©the results demonstrated this beyond question in- 
disputably, irrefutably, incontestably, mcontro- 
vertibly, unquestionably, undemably, undoubt- 
edly, beyond doubt, without doubt, clearly, pa- 
tently, obviously. 

■ in question at issue, under discussion, 
under consideration, on the agenda, to be de- 
cided 

■ out of the question impossible, impractic- 
able, unfeasible, unworkable, inconceivable, 
unimaginable, unrealizable, unsuitable, informal 
not on 
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questionable ► adjective Q jokes of question - 
able taste controversial, contentious, doubt- 
fill, dubious, uncertain, debatable, arguable, 
unverified, unprovable, unresolved, unconvin- 
cing. implausible, improbable, borderline, mar- 
ginal, moot, informal iffy, Bnt informal dodgy 
0 questionable financial dealings suspicious, sus- 
pect. dubious, irregular, odd, strange, murky, 
dark, unsavoury, disreputable, informal lunny. 
fishy, shady, iffy, Bnt informal dodgy 
-opposites indisputable, honest 

questionnaire ► noun QUE9TION sheet, sur- 
vey form, opinion poll. test. exam, examin- 
ation, quiz. Medicine questionary 

queue ► noun Qu queue oj people line, row, col 
uinn, file, chain, string, procession, train, cav- 
alcade, waiting list, N Amer wait list, Bnt informal 
crocodile 0a traffic queue (traffic) jam, tail- 
back, gndlock, N Amer back-up, informal snarl- 
up 

► verb we queued for ue creams line up, form a 
queue, queue up, wait in line, form a line, tall 
m 

quibble ► noun I have just one quibble criticism, 
objection, complaint, piotest, argument, cx<.ep 
tion, grumble, grouse, cavil, informal niggle, 
moan, gnpe, beef, grouch 

► verb no one quibbled with the title object to, find 
fault with, complain about, cavil at, split hairs, 
chop logic, criticize, query, fault, pick holes in, 
informal mt-pick, archaic pettifog 

quick ►adjective 0<* quid worker fast, swift, 
rapid, speedy, high-speed, expeditious, brisk, 
smart, lightning, whirlwind, fast-tiack, break- 
neck, whistle-stop, informal nippy, zippy, poetic, 
literary fleet Qshe took a quuk look hasty, hui 
ned, cursory, perfunctory, desultory, superfi- 
cial, summary, brief, short, fleeting, tiansient, 
transitory, short-lived, lightning, momentary 
©a quick end to the recession sudden, instantan- 
eous, immediate, instant, abrupt, precipitate 
O she isn’t as quick as the others intelligent, 
bright, clever, gifted, able, astute, quick-witted, 
sharp-witted, smart, observant, alert, sharp, 
perceptive, informal brainy, on the ball, quick on 
the uptake 

-opposites slow, long 

quicken ►verb Qshe quickened her paie speed 
up, accelerate, step up, hasten, hurry (up), infor- 
mal gee up 0 the film quickened his interest in na- 
ture stimulate, excite, aiouse, louse, stir up. 
activate, galvam/e, whet, inspire, kindle, invig- 
orate, revive, levitalize 

quickly ►adverb Qhe walked quickly fast, 
swiftly, briskly, rapidly, speedily, at the speed 
of light, at foil tilt, as fast as one’s legs can 
cany one, at a gallop, at the double, post-haste, 
hotfoot, informal double quick, p d q (pretty 
damn quick), like (greased) lightning, hell for 
leather, like mad, like blazes, like the wind, 
Bnt informal like the clappers, like billy-o, N Amer 
informal lickety-split, poetic/ literary apace 0 you'd 
better leave quickly immediately, directly, at 
once, now, straight away, right away, instantly, 
forthwith, without delay, without forther ado, 
soon, promptly, early, N Amer momentarily, in- 
formal like a shot, a s a p (as soon as possible), 
pronto, before you can say Jack Robinson, 
straight off ©he quickly inspected it briefly, 
fleetingly, briskly, hastily, hurriedly, cursorily, 
perfunctorily, superficially, desultorily 


quick-tempered ►adjective irritable, iras- 
cible, hot-tempered, short-tempered, snappish, 
fiery, touchy, volatile, cross, crabby, crotchety, 
cantankeious. grumpy, ill-tempered, bad- 
tempered, testy, tetchy, pnckly, choleric, infor- 
mal snappy, chippy, grouchy, cranky, on a short 
fuse, Bnt informal narky, ratty, eggy, like a bear 
with a sore head, N Amer informal soieheaded 
-opposites placid 

quick-witted ►adjective intelligent, bright, 
clevei, gifted, able, astute, quick, smart, sharp- 
witted, observant, alert, sharp, perceptive, infor- 
mal brainy, on the ball, quick on the uptake 
— OPPOSI 1 ES slow 

quid pro quo ► noun exchange, trade, trade- 
off, swap, switch, barter, substitute. leciproca- 
tion, return, amends, compensation, recom- 
pense, restitution, reparation 

quiescent ► adjective inactive, inert, idle, dor- 
mant, at rest, inoperative, deactivated, quiet, 
still, motionless, immobile, passive 
-opposites active 

quiet ► adjective O the whole pub went quiet si 
lent, still, hushed, noiseless, soundless, mute, 
dumb, speechless 0 a quiet voice soft, low, 
muted, muffled, faint, indistinct, inaudible, 
hushed, whispered, suppressed ©a quiet vil- 
lage peaceful, sleepy, tranquil, calm, still, rest- 
ful. undisturbed, untroubled, unfrequented 
O can I have a quiet word 7 private, confidential, 
seciet. discreet, unofficial, off the record, be- 
tween ourselves Q quiet colours unobtrusive, 
restrained, muted, understated, subdued, sub- 
tle. low-key. soft, pale, pastel ©>.»u can’t keep it 
quiet for long secret, confidential, classified, 
unievcaled. undisclosed, unknown, under 
wraps, informal hush-hush, mum, formal sub rosa 
0 business ls quiet slow, stagnant, slack, slug- 
gish, inactive, idle 
-opposites loud, busy, public 

► noun the quiet of the countryside peacefulness, 
peace, lestfulness, calm, tranquillity, serenity, 
silence, quietness, stillness, still, quietude, 
hush, soundlessness 

quieten ►verb Q quieten Che children down si 
lence, hush, shush, quiet, mfonnal shut up 
Qher companions quietened fall silent, stop 
talking, break off, shush, hold one’s tongue, in- 
formal shut up, clam up, shut it, pipe down, 
shut one’s mouth, put a sock in it, button it 
0 he tried to quieten manic patients pacify, calm 
(down), soothe, subdue, tranquillize, relax, 
comfort, compose 

quietly ► advert) Qshe quietly entered the room 
silently, in silence, noiselessly, soundlessly, in- 
audibly, mutely, dumbly ©he spoke quietly 
softly, in a low voice, in a whisper, in a mur- 
mur. under one’s breath, in an undertone, 
sotto voce, gently, faintly, weakly, feebly 
©some bonds were sold quietly discreetly, pri- 
vately, confidentially, secretly, unofficially, off 
the record Oshe ft quietly confident calmly, pa- 
tiently, placidly, serenely 

quilt ► noun duvet, cover(s), Bnt eiderdown, N 
Amer comforter, puff, Austral trademark Doona 

quintessence ►noun Qft's the quintessence of 
the modem home perfect example, exemplar, 
prototype, stereotype, picture, epitome, em- 
bodiment. ideal, best, pick, prime, acme, 
creme de la creme Qthe quintessence of intelli- 
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gence essence, soul, spirit, nature, core, heart, 
crux, kernel, marrow, substance, informal mtty- 
gntty, Philosophy quiddity, esse 
quintessential ► adjective typical, prototyp- 
ical, stereotypical, archetypal, classic, model, 
standard, stock, representative, conventional, 
ideal, consummate, exemplary, best, ultimate 
quip * noun the quip provoked a smile joke, witty 
remaik, witticism, jest, pun, sally, pleasantry, 
bon mot, informal one-liner, gag, crack, wise- 
crack, funny 

► verb ‘Enjoy your trip?’ he quipped joke, jest, pun, 
sally; informal gag, wisecrack 
quirk ►noun ©they all know his quirks idiosyn 
crasy, peculiarity, oddity, eccentricity, foible, 
whim, vagary, caprice, fancy, crotchet, habit, 
characteristic, trait, fad, informal hang-up ©a 
quirk of fate chance, fluke, freak, anomaly, 
twist 

quirky ►adjective eccentric, idiosyncratic, un- 
conventional, unorthodox, unusual, strange, bi- 
zarre. peculiar, odd, outlandish, zany, informal 
wacky, freaky, kinky, way-out, far out. kooky, 
offbeat 

-opposites conventional 
quisling ► noun collaborator, fratemizer. 
colluder, sympathizer, tiaitor, turncoat, back- 
stabber, double-crosser, defector, Judas, snake 
in the grass, fifth columnist 
quit ► verb quit the office at 12 30 leave, 
vacate, exit, depart from, withdraw from, aban- 
don, desert Q (informal) he’s decided to quit his job 
resign from, leave, give up, hand tn one’s no- 
tice, stand down from, relinquish, vacate, walk 
out on, retire from, informal chuck, pack in 
© (informal) quit living in the past give up, stop, 
cease, discontinue, drop, break off, abandon, 
abstain from, desist from, refrain from, avoid, 
forgo, informal pack (it) in, leave off 
quite ►adverb ©two quite different type s com 
pletely, entirely, totally, wholly, absolutely, ut- 
terly, thoroughly, altogether Qred hair was 
quite common fairly, rather, somewhat, slight- 
ly, relatively, comparatively, moderately, rea- 
sonably, to a certain extent, informal pretty, kind 
of. sort of 

quiver ►verb ©/ quivered with terror tremble, 
shake, shiver, quaver, quake, shudder ©the 
bird quivers its wings flutter, flap, beat, agitate, 
vibrate 


► noun a quiver in her voice tremor, tremble, 
shake, quaver, flutter, fluctuation, waver 

quixotic ►adjective idealistic, romantic, vi- 
sionary, Utopian, extravagant, starry-eyed, un- 
realistic. unworldly, impracticable, unwork- 
able, impossible 

quiz ►noun ©a music quiz competition, test of 
knowledge © (informal) jockey fates quiz over 
bribes interrogation, questioning, interview, 
examination, the third degree, informal grilling 

► verb a man was being quizzed by police question, 
interrogate, cross-examine, cross-question, 
interview, sound out, give someone the third 
degree, informal grill, pump 

quizzical ►adjective enquiring, questioning, 
curious, puzzled, perplexed, baffled, mystified, 
amused, mocking, teasing 

quota ► noun allocation, share, allowance, 
limit, ration, portion, dispensation, slice (of the 
cake), percentage, commission, proportion, 
fraction, bit, amount, quantity, informal cut, 
rake-off, Bnt informal whack 

quotation ►noun ©a quotation from Dmien 
citation, quote, excerpt, extract, passage, line, 
paragraph, verse, phrase, leference, allusion, N 
Amer cite © a quotation Jor the building work es 
timate, quote, price, tender, bid, costing, 
charge, figure 

quote ►verb ©he quoted a sentence from the 
book recite, iepeat, reproduce, retell, echo, it- 
erate, take, extract ©she quoted one case in 
which a girl died cite, mention, refer to, name, 
instance, specify, identify, relate, recount, al- 
lude to, point out, present, offer, advance 

► noun Q a Shakespeare quote See quotation sense 
1 © ask the contractor for a quote See quotation 
sense 2 

quotidian ►adjective Qthe quotidian toutine 
daily, everyday, day-to-day, diurnal Qher 
dreadfully quotidian car ordinary, average, run- 
of-the-mill, eveiyday, standard, typical, middle- 
of-the-road, common, conventional, main- 
stream, unremarkable, unexceptional, work- 
aday, commonplace, mundane, uninteresting, 
informal bog-standard, nothing to write home 
about, a dime a dozen, Brit informal common oi 
garden 

-oppositfs unusual 



rabbit ► noun buck, doe, Bnt coney, informal 
bunny See list 


Rabbits and Hares 


angora 
Arctic hare 
Belgian hare 
brown hare 
chinchilla 
cottontail 


European rabbit 
jackrabbit 
mountain hare 
pika 

snowshoe hare 


rabble ►noun Qa rabble of noisy youths mob. 
crowd, thiong, gang, swarm, hoide, pack, 
mass, group ©rule by the rabble the common 
people, the masses, the populace, the multi- 
tude, the rank and file, the commonality, the 
commonalty, the plebeians, the proletanat. the 
peasantry, the hoi polloi, the lower classes, the 
nff-raff, informal the proles, the plebs 
-opposiifcs nobility 

rabble-rouser ►noun agitator, tiouble- 
makei, instigator, lirebiand. tevolutionary, 
demagogue 

rabid ►adjective Qu rubul dog rabies-infected, 
mad 0a rabid anti-rovahst extreme, fanatical, 
overzealous, extiemist, maniacal, passionate, 
fervent, diehard, uncompromising, illibeial, in 
formal gung-ho 
-opposnts moderate 

race 1 ►noun QDave won the ruie contest, 
competition, event, fixture, heat, trial(s) ©the 
rate for naval domination competition, rivalry, 
contention, quest ©the mill race channel, 
waterway, conduit, sluice, spillway 

► verb O he mil race in the final compete, contend, 
run Q Claire rated after him hurry, dash, rush, 
run sprint, bolt, dart, gallop, career, charge, 
shoot, hurtle, hare, fly, speed, scurry, informal 
tear, belt, pelt, scoot, hotfoot it. leg it, Bnt infor- 
mal bomb. N Amer informal hightail it ©her heart 
was racing pound, beat lapidly, throb, pulsate, 
thud, thump, hammer, palpitate, flutter, 
pitter-patter, quiver, pump 

race 2 ► noun O pupils of many different races eth 
nic group, racial type, (ethnic) origin ©a 
bloodthirsty rate people, nation 
racial ►adjective ethnic, ethnological, race- 
related, cultural, national, tribal 
racism ► noun racial discrimination, racialism, 
racial prejudice, xenophobia, chauvinism, big- 
otry, anti-Semitism 

racist ► noun he was exposed as a racist racial 
bigot, racialist, xenophobe, chauvinist, anti- 
Semite 

► adjective a racist society (racially) discrimin 
atory, racialist, prejudiced, bigoted, anti- 
Semitic 

rack ►noun put the cake on a wire rack frame, 
framework, stand, holder, trestle, support, 
shelf 

► verb she was racked with guilt torment, afflict, 


torture, agonize, harrow, plague, bedevil, per- 
secute, trouble, worry 

■ on the rack under pressure, undei stress, 
undei a strain, m distress, in tumble, in diffi- 
culties. having pioblems 

■ rack one’s brains think hard, concentrate, 
cudgel one’s brains, informal scratch one's head 

racket ►noun ©the* engine makes such a racket 
noise, dm, hubbub, clamoui, uproai, tumult, 
commotion, rumpus, pandemonium, babel, in 
formal hullabaloo, Bnt informal row 0 (informal) a 
g old-smuggling racket illegal scheme, fraud, 
swindle, informal np-oft, N Amer mfomial shake- 
down 

raconteur ►noun storyteller, nan at or, an- 
ecdotalist, Austral informal magsman 

racy ► adjective risque, suggestive, naughty, 
sexy, spicy, ribald, indecorous, indecent, im- 
modest, off coloui, duly, lude, smutty, unde, 
salacious, N Amer gamy, informal raunchy, blue, 
Bnt informal saucy, euphemistic adult 
-opposnrs prim 

raddled ► adjective haggard, gaum drawn, 
tired, fatigued, diained. exhausted, worn out, 
washed out, unwell, unhealthy, mfomial the 
woise foi wear 

radiance ►noun Q the radian ce oj the sun 
light, brightness, brilliance, luminosity, beams, 
rays, illumination, blaze, glow, gleam, lustre, 
glare, luminescence, incandescence ©her face 
flooded mth radiance joy, elation, jubilance, ec- 
stasy, rapture, euphona, delirium, happiness, 
delight, pleasure 

radiant ►adjective Q the raihant moon shining. 
bright, illuminated, brilliant, gleaming, glow- 
ing, ablaze, luminous, luminescent, lustrous, 
incandescent, dazzling, shimmering, archaic 
splendent ©she looked radiant joyful, elated, 
thrilled, overjoyed, jubilant, rapturous, ecstatic, 
euphoric, in seventh heaven, on cloud nine, 
delighted, very happy, informal on top of the 
world, ovei the moon. Austral informal wrapped 
-opposites dark, gloomy 

radiatO ►verb Qthe stars radiate energy emit, 
give off, give out. discharge, diffuse, shed, cast 
0 light radiated from the hall shine, beam, eman- 
ate Q their faces radiate hope display, show, ex- 
hibit. emanate, bieathe, be a picture of QJour 
spokes radiate from the hub fan out, spread out, 
bianch out/off, extend, issue 

radiation ► noun .See lists here and at element 

radical ►adjective Q radical reform thorough 
going, thorough, complete, total, comprehen- 
sive, exhaustive, sweeping, far-ieaching, wide- 
ranging, extensive, profound, major, stringent, 
rigorous gradual differences between the two the- 
ories fundamental, basic, essential, quintessen- 
tial, structural, deep-seated, intrinsic, organic, 
constitutive Gu radical political movement revo 
lutionary, progressive, reformist, revisionist, 
progressivist, extreme, extremist, fanatical, 
militant, diehard 
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Types of Radiation 


alpha radiation 
background radiation 
backscatter 
beta radiation 
bremsstrahlung 
Cerenkov radiation 
coherent radiation 
cosmic rays 
electromagnetic 
radiation 
gamma radiation 
gravitational radiation 
Hawking radiation 


infrared (IR) radiation 
insolation 
ionizing radiation 
light 

microwaves 
radar waves 
radio waves 
submillimetre radiation 
synchrotron radiation 
ultraviolet (UV) 
radiation 
visible radiation 
X-rays 


-opposites superficial, minor, conservative 

► noun the arrested man was a radical revolution 
ary, progiessive, reformei, ievisionist, mili- 
tant. zealot, extiemist, fanatic, diehaid, informal 
ultra 

— oppositi s conservative 

raffish ► adjective rakish, unconventional, bo- 
hemian, devil-may-care, casual. caieless, 
louche, disreputable, dissolute, decadent 
raffle ►noun lottery, (prize) diaw, sweepstake. 

sweep, tombola, N Amer lotto 
rag 1 ► noun ©an oily rag cloth, sciap of cloth, 
N Amer informal schmatte ©a man dressed in 
rags tatters, torn clothing, old clothes, cast- 
offs, hand-me-downs 

rag 2 ► noun (Bnt) the student ran; fund-raising 
event, chanty event, charitable event 

► verb ( informal) he was ragged mercilessly See tease 

ragamuffin ►noun urchin, waif, guttersnipe, 
informal scarecrow, dated gamin(e) 
ragbag ►noun jumble, hotchpotch, mishmash, 
mess, hash, assortment, mixture, miscellany, 
medley, mixed bag, melange, variety, diversity, 
pot-pourn, N Amer hodgepodge 

rage ►noun ©his rage ts due to frustration fury, 
anger, wrath, outiage, indignation, temper, 
spleen, resentment, pique, annoyance, vex- 
ation, displeasure, pet, tantrum, (bad) mood, in- 
formal grump, strop, poetic/ literary ire, c holer 
©the current rage for DD craze, passion, fash- 
ion. taste, trend, vogue, lad, enthusiasm, obses 
sion, compulsion, fixation, fetish, mania, pre- 
occupation, informal thing 

► verb ©she raged silently be angry, be fuiious, 
be enraged, be incensed, seethe, be beside one- 
self, rave, storm, fume, spit, informal be livid, be 
wild, foam at the mouth, have a fit, be 
steamed up ©he raged against the reforms pro 
test about, complain about, oppose, denounce, 
fulminate, storm, iail. informal kick up a stink 
about ©a storm was raging be violent, be tui- 
bulent, be tempestuous, thunder, i am page 

■ (all) the rage popular, fashionable, in fash- 
ion, m vogue, the (latest) thing, in great de- 
mand. sought-after, le dernier cn, informal in. 
the in thing, cool, big, trendy, hot, hip 
ragged ► adjective O ragged jeans tattered, in 
tatters, torn, ripped, holey, in holes, moth- 
eaten, frayed, worn (out), falling to pieces, 
threadbare, scruffy, shabby, informal tatty ©a 
ragged child shabby, scruffy, down at heel, un- 
kempt, dressed in rags 0 a ragged coastline 
jagged, craggy, rugged, uneven, rough, irregu- 


lar, serrated, sawtooth, indented, technical 
crenulate. crenuiated 
-opposites smart 

raging ►adjective ©a raging mob angry, furi- 
ous, enraged, incensed, infuriated, irate, fum- 
ing, seething, ranting, informal livid, wild, poetic/ 
literary wrathful © raging seas stormy, violent, 
wild, turbulent, tempestuous 0 a raging head - 
ache excruciating, agonizing, painful, throb- 
bing, acute, bad Qher raging thirst severe, ex- 
treme, great, excessive 

raid ► noun © the raid on Dieppe attack, assault, 
descenr, blitz, incursion, sortie, onslaught, 
storming, charge, offensive, invasion, blitz- 
krieg ©a raid on a shop robbery, burglary, 
hold-up, break-in, ram raid, looting, plunder, in- 
formal smash-and-grab, stick-up, Bnt informal blag, 
N Amer informal heist 0 a police raid on the flat 
swoop, search. N Amer informal bust, takedown 

► verb ©they raided shipping in the harbour attack, 
assault, set upon, descend on, swoop on, blitz, 
assail, storm, rush © armed men raided the store 
rob, hold up, break into, plunder, steal from, 
pillage, loot, ransack, sack, informal stick up 
©homes were raided by police search, swoop on, 
N Amer informal bust 

raider ► noun robber, burglar, thief, house- 
breaker, plunderer, pillager, looter, marauder, 
attacker, assailant, invader 

rail ► verb he rails against injustice protest, ful- 
minate, inveigh, rage, speak out, make a stand, 
expostulate about, criticize, denounce, con- 
demn, object to, oppose, complain about, chal- 
lenge, informal kick up a hiss about 

railing ►noun fence, fencing, rail(s), paling, 
palisade, balustrade, bamstei, hurdle 

raillery ► noun teasing, mockery, chaff. lag- 
ging, banter, badinage, informal leg-pulling, rib- 
bing. kidding, N Amer informal josh 

rain ► noun ©the ram had stopped rainfall, pre- 
cipitation, laindrops, wet weather, dnzzle, nuz- 
zle. shower, rainstorm, cloudburst, tonent. 
downpour, deluge, storm ©a rain of hot ash 
shower, deluge, flood torrent, avalanche, 
flurry, storm, hail 
-RILATED TERMS pluvial 

► verb ©it rained heavily pour (down), pelt down, 
tip down, teein down, beat down, lash down, 
sheet down, ram cats and dogs, fall, dnzzle, 
spit, informal be chucking it down, Bnt informal 
bucket down ©bombs rained on the city fall, 
hail. diop. shower 

rainbow ► noun. See list 

Colours of the Rainbow 

red orange yellow green blue indigo violet 


rainy ►adjective wet, showery, dnzzly, damp, 
inclement 

raise ►verb ©he raised a hand in greeting’ lift 
(up), hold aloft, elevate, uplift, upraise, up- 
thrust, hoist, haul up, hitch up; Bnt informal 
hoick up ©he raised himself in the bed set up 
right, set vertical, sit up. stand up ©they 
raised prices increase, put up. push up. up, 
mark up, escalate, inflate, informal hike (up), 
jack up, bump up ©he raised his voice amplify, 
louden, magnify, intensify, boost, lift, increase. 
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heighten, augment ©the temple was raised in 
900 BC build, construct, erect, assemble, put 
up ©how will you raise the money ? get, obtam, 
acquire, accumulate, amass, collect, fetch, net, 
make © the aty raised troops to fight for them re 
cruit, enlist, sign up, conscript, call up, mobil- 
lze, rally, assemble, US draft ©a tax raised on 
imports levy, impose, exact, demand, charge 
©he raised several objections bring up. air, venti- 
late, present, table, propose, submit, advance, 
suggest, moot, put forward ©the disaster 
raised doubts about safety give rise to, occasion, 
cause, produce, engender, elicit, create, result 
in, lead to, prompt, awaken, arouse, induce, 
kindle, incite, stir up, trigger, spark off, pro- 
voke, instigate, foment, whip up; poetic/ literary 
beget ©most parents raise their children well 
bring up, rear, nurture, look after, care for, 
provide for, mother, parent, tend, chensh, edu- 
cate. train © he raised cattle breed, rear, nur- 
ture, keep, tend, grow, farm, cultivate, pro- 
duce ©he was raised to the peerage promote, 
advance, upgiade, elevate, ennoble, informal kick 
upstairs, archaic prefer ©(Sot informal) raise 
them on the radio contact, get hold of, reach, 
get in touch with, communicate with, call 
-opposites lower, reduce, demolish 

► noun the workers wanted a raise pav rise, pav in- 
crease, increment 

■ raise hell ( informal) See hell 

raised ► adjective embossed, relief, relievo, die- 
stamped 

rake 1 ►verb Qhe raked the leaves into a pile 
scrape up, collect, gathei ©she raked the 
gravel smooth (out), level, even out, flatten, 
comb ©the cat raked his arm with Us daws 
scratch, laceiate, scrape, rasp, giaze, grate, 
Medicine exconate ©she raked a hand through her 
hair drag, pull, scrape, tug, comb ©1 raked 
through my pockets rummage, search, hunt, sift, 
nfle © machine-gun fire raked the streets sweep, 
enfilade, pepper, strafe 

■ rake something in ( informal) earn, make, get, 
gain, obtam, acquire, accumulate, bring in, 
pull in. pocket, realize, fetch, return, yield, 
iaise, net, gross 

■ rake something up remind people of. recol- 
lect, remember, call to mind, drag up, dredge 
up 

rake 2 ► noun he was something of a rake playboy, 
libertine, profligate, degenerate, roue, debauch- 
ee, lecher, seducer, womanizer, philanderer, 
adulterer, Don Juan. Lothario, Casanova, informal 
ladykiller, ladies’ man, lech 

rake-off ► noun ( informal ) See cut noun sense 3 

rakish ►adjective dashing, debonair, stylish, 
jaunty, devil-may-care, raffish, disreputable, 
louche, informal sharp 

rally ► verb Qthe troops rallied and held their 
ground regroup, reassemble, re-form, reunite 
Qhc rallied an army muster, marshal, mobilize, 
raise, call up, recruit, enlist, conscript, assem- 
ble, gather, round up, US draft, formal convoke 
© ministers rallied to denounce the rumours' get 
together, band together, assemble, join forces, 
unite, ally, collaborate, cooperate, pull to- 
gether © share prices rallied recover, improve, 
get better, pick up, revive, bounce back, perk 
up. look up, turn a comer 
-opposites disperse, disband, slump 

► noun ©a rally in support of the strike (mass) 


meeting, gathering, assembly, demonstration, 
(protest) march, informal demo ©a rally in oil 
prices recovery, upturn, improvement, come- 
back, resurgence, Stock Exchange dead cat 
bounce 

-OPPOSITES slump 

ram ►verb ©he rammed his sword into its sheath 
force, thrust, plunge, stab, push, sink, dig, 
stick, cram, jam, stuff, pack ©a van rammed 
the police car hit, strike, crash into, collide 
with, impact, run into, smash into, bump 
(into), butt 

ramble ►verb ©we rambled around the lanes 
walk, hike, tramp, trek, backpack, wander, 
stroll, sauntei, amble, roam, range, rove, 
traipse, Scottish & Insh stravaig, informal mosey, 
tootle, Bnt informal pootle, formal perambulate 
©she does ramble m chatter, babble, prattle, 
prate, blather, gabble, jabber, twitter, rattle, 
maunder, informal jaw, gas, gab, yak. yabbei, Bnt 
informal witter, chunter, natter, waffle, rabbit 
► noun a ramble in the hills walk, hike, trek, wan- 
der, stroll, sauntei, amble, roam, traipse, jaunt, 
promenade, informal mosey, tootle, Bnt informal 
pootle, formal perambulation 
rambler ►noun walker, hiker, backpackei, 
wandeiei, rover, poetic/ literary wayfarei 
rambling ►adjective ©a rambling speech long- 
winded, verbose, wordy, prolix, digiessive, 
maundering, roundabout, cucuitous, circumlo- 
cutory. disconnected, disjointed, incoherent 
© rambling streets winding, twisting, twisty, 
labyrinthine, sprawling ©a rambling rose 
trailing, creeping, climbing, vining 
-opposiils concise 

ramification ► noun consequence, result, 
aftermath, outcome, effect, upshot, develop- 
ment, implication, product, by-product 
ramp ► noun slope, bank, incline, gradient, tilt, 
rise, ascent, acclivity, drop, descent, declivity 
rampage ► verb mobs rampaged through the 
streets riot, run not, go on the rampage, run 
amok, go berserk, storm, charge, teai 
■ go on the rampage riot, rampage, go ber- 
serk, get out of control, run amok. N Amer infor- 
mal go postal 

rampant ►adjective © rampant inflation uncon 
trolled, unrestrained, unchecked, unbndled, 
widespiead, out of control, out of hand, rife 
© rampant dislike vehement, stiong, violent, 
forceful, intense, passionate, fanatical © ram- 
pant vegetation luxuriant, exuberant, lush, uch, 
notous, rank, profuse, vigorous, informal jungly 
© ( Heraldry ) u lion rampant upright, erect, 
standing (up), reanng up 
-opposites controlled, mild 
rampart ► noun defensive wall, embankment, 
earthwork, parapet, breastwork, battlement, 
bulwark, outwork 

ramshackle ►adjective tumbledown, dilapi- 
dated, derelict, decrepit, neglected, run down, 
gone to rack and ruin, crumbling, decaying, 
nckety, shaky, unsound, informal shambly, N 
Amer informal shacky 
-opposites sound 

rancid ► adjective sour, stale, turned, rank, pu- 
trid, foul, rotten, bad. off, gamy, high, fetid, 
stinking, malodorous, foul-smellmg, poetic /literary 
noisome 

-opposites fresh 
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Mountain Ranges 


RANGE 

LOCATION 

RANGE 

LOCATION 

Adirondacks 

USA 

Jotunheim 

Norway 

Allegheny Mountains 

USA 

Jura 

France/Switzerland 

Alps 

France/Switzerland/Italy/ 

Kanchenjunga 

India 


Austria/Liechtenstein 

Karakoram 

Afghanistan/Pakistan/ 

Altai Mountains 

Kazakhstan/China/ 


China/India 


Mongolia 

Kunlun Shan 

China 

Andes 

South America 

Ladakh Range 

India/Pakistan/China 

Apennines 

Italy 

MacDonnell Ranges 

Australia 

Appalachians 

USA 

Middleback Ranges 

Australia 

Aslr Mountains 

Saudi Arabia 

Mourne Mountains 

Northern Ireland, UK 

Atlas Mountains 

Morocco/ Algeria/Tunisia 

Muchinga Mountains 

Zambia 

Balkan Mountains 

Bulgaria 

North West Highlands 

Scotland. UK 

Bernese Alps 

Switzerland 

Olympic Mountains 

USA 

Black Hills 

USA 

Pamir Mountains 

Tajikistan/China/ 

Black Mountains 

Wales, UK 


Afghanistan 

Blue Mountains 

Australia 

Penmnes 

England, UK 

Blue Ridge Mountains 

USA 

Pindus Mountains 

Greece/Albania 

Cairngorms 

Scotland, UK 

Pyrenees 

France/Spain 

Cardamom Mountains 

Cambodia 

Rhodope Mountains 

Bulgaria/Greece 

Carpathians 

Poland/Siovakia/Romama 

Rif Mountains 

Morocco 

Cascade Range 

Canada/USA 

Rila Mountains 

Bulgaria 

Catskills 

USA 

Rocky Mountains 

USA/Canada 

Caucasus Mountains 

SE Russia/Georgia/ 

(or Rockies) 



Azerbaijan/Armenia 

Ruwenzori 

Uganda/Zaire 

C6vennes 

France 

Sayan Mountains 

Russia 

Coast Mountains 

Canada 

Sierra Madre 

Mexico 

Dmartc Alps 

Slovenia/Croatia/Bosnia/ 

Sierra Morena 

Spain 


Montegnegro/ Albania 

Mountains 


Dolomites 

Italy 

Sierra Nevada 

Spain 

Drakensberg Mountains 

Southern Africa 

Sierra Nevada 

USA 

Elburz Mountains 

Iran 

Great Smoky Mountains 

USA 

Erzgebirge 

Germany/Czech Republic 

(or Smokies) 


Flinders Range 

Australia 

Southern Alps 

New Zealand 

Ghats 

India 

Tatra Mountains 

Poland/Slovakia 

Golan Heights 

Israel 

Taurus Mountains 

Turkey 

Grampian Mountains 

Scotland, UK 

Tibesti Mountains 

Chad/Libya 

Great Dividing Range 

Australia 

Tien Shan 

Kyrgyzstan/China/ 

Hamersley Range 

Australia 


Mongolia 

Harz Mountains 

Germany 

Ural Mountains 

Russia 

Himalayas 

Chlna/Indla/Paklstan/ 

Vosges 

France 


Nepal/Bhutan 

Vinson Massif 

Antarctica 

Hindu Kush 

Afghanistan/Pakistan 

Zagros Mountains 

Iran 

Hoggar Mountains 

Algeria 




rancorous ► adjective bitter, spiteful, hateful, 
resentful, acrimonious, malicious, malevolent, 
hostile, venomous, vindictive, baleful, vitriolic, 
vengeful, pernicious, mean, nasty, informal 
bitchy, catty 
-opposites amicable 

rancour ► noun bitterness, spite, hate, hatred, 
resentment, malice, ill will, malevolence, ani- 
mosity, antipathy, enmity, hostility, acrimony, 
venom, vitriol 

random ► adjective random spot checks unsys 
tematsc, unmethodical, arbitrary, unplanned, 
undirected, casual, indiscriminate, non-specific, 
haphazard, stray, erratic, chance, accidental 
-opposites systematic 

■ at random unsystematically, arbitrarily, 
randomly, unmethodically, haphazardly 

range ► noun o his range of vision ■ span, scope, 
compass, sweep, extent, area, field, orbit, 
ambit, horizon, latitude, limits, bounds, con- 
fines, parameters ©a range of mountains' row, 
chain, sierra, ndge. massif, line, string, senes 


See list 0 a range of quality foods assortment, 
variety, diversity, mixture, collection, array, se- 
lection, choice O she put the dish into the range 
stove, cooker, trademark Aga ©cows grazed on 
open range pasture, pasturage, pastureland, 
grass, grassland, grazing land, bocage, veld. 
Scottish shieling, poetic I literary greensward 
► verb Q charges range from 1% to 5% vary, fluctu- 
ate, differ, extend, stretch, reach, cover, go, 
run © on the stalls are ranged fresh foods ar 
range, line up, order, position, dispose, set out, 
array 0 they ranged over the steppes roam, rove, 
traverse, travel, journey, wander, drift, ramble, 
meander, stroll, traipse, walk, hike, trek 
rangy ► adjective long-legged, long-limbed, 
leggy, tall, slender, slim, lean, thin, gangling, 
gangly, lanky, spindly, skinny, spare. 
-opposites squat 

rank 1 ► noun O he was elevated to ministerial rank 
position, level, grade, echelon, class, status, 
standing, dated station See list ©a family of 
rank high standing, blue blood, high birth, no- 
bility, aristocracy; eminence, distinction, pres- 
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tige. prominence, influence, consequence, 
power ©a rank of riflemen row, line, file, col- 
umn, stnng, train, procession 

► verb Qthe plant is ranked as endangered classify. 
class, categorize, rate, grade, bracket, group, 
pigeonhole, designate, catalogue, file, list Qhe 
ranked below the others have a rank, be graded, 
have a status, be classed, be classified, be cat- 
egorized, belong 0 tulips ranked like guardsmen 
line up, align, order, arrange, dispose, set out, 
array, range 

■ the rank and file Qthe ojjiccrs and the tank 
and flle other ranks, soldiers, NCOs, lower 
ranks, men, troops 0 a speech appealing to the 
rank and file the (common) people, the proletar- 
iat, the masses, the populace, the commonal- 
ity, the commonalty, the third estate, the ple- 
beians, the hoi polloi, the rabble, the riff-raff, 
the great unwashed, informal the proles, the 
plebs 

rank 2 ►adjective ©rank vegetation abundant, 
lush, luxuriant, dense, profuse, vigorous, ovei- 
grown, informal jungly Qa tank smell offensive, 
unpleasant, nasty, revolting, sickening, obnox- 
ious, noxious, foul, fetid, smelly, stinking, 
reeking, high, off, rancid, putrid, malodoious, 
Bnt informal niffy, pongy. whiffy, humming. 
poetic/ literary noisome ©rank stupidity down 
right, utter, outright, out-and-out, absolute, 
complete, sheer, arrant, thoioughgoing, un- 
qualified. unmitigated, positive, perfect, patent, 
pure, total 

-oppositfs sparse, pleasant 

rankle ►verb cause resentment, annoy, upset, 
angei. irritate, offend, affront, displease, pro- 
voke, irk, vex, pique, nettle, gall, informal rile, 
miff, peeve, aggravate, hack off, Bnt informal 
nark, N Amer informal tick off 

ransack ►verb plunder, pillage, laid, rob. 
loot, sack, strip, despoil, ravage, devastate, turn 
upside down, scour, rifle, comb, search 

ransom ►noun they demanded a huge ransom 
pay-off, payment, sum, price 

► verb the girl was ransomed for £4 million release, 
free, delivei, liberate, rescue, exchange for a 
ransom, buy the freedom of 

rant ►verb she ranted on about the unfairness 
hold forth, go on, fulminate, vociferate, sound 
off, spout, pontificate, bluster, declaim, shout, 
yell, bellow, informal mouth off 

► noun he went into a rant about them tirade, dia- 
tribe, broadside, poetic/ literary philippic 

rap 1 ►verb ©she rapped his fingers with a ruler 
hit, stnke, informal whack, thwack, bash, wallop. 
poetic /literary smite 01 rapped on the door knock, 
tap, bang, hamrnei. pound ©(/nforma/) banks 
were rapped for high charges See reprimand verb 

► noun ©a rap on the knuckles blow, hit, knock, 
bang, crack, informal whack, thwack, bash, wal- 
lop 0 a rap at the door knock, tap, rat-tat, 
bang, hammering, pounding 

■ taka the rap [Informal) be punished, take the 
blame, suffer (the consequences), pay (the 
pnee) 

rap 2 ► noun they didn't care a rap whit, iota, jot, 
hoot, scrap, bit, fig. informal damn, monkey’s 

rapacious ►adjective grasping, greedy, avar- 
icious, acquisitive, covetous, mercenary, ma- 
terialistic; insatiable, predatory; informal money- 
grubbing, N Amer informal grabby 


Military Ranks 

British Army 

Field Marshal 
General 

Lieutenant General 
Major General 
Brigadier 
Colonel 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Major 
Captain 
Lieutenant 
Second Lieutenant 
Warrant Officer 
Staff Sergeant 
Sergeant 

Corporal/Bombardier 
Lance Corporal/ La nee 
Bombardier 
Private/Gunner 

Royal Navy 

Admiral of the Fleet 
Admiral 
Vice Admiral 
Rear Admiral 
Commodore 
Captain 
Commander 
Lieutenant Commander 
Lieutenant 
Sub Lieutenant 
Midshipman 
Warrant Officer 
Chief Petty Officer 
Petty Officer 
Leading Rating 
Able Rating 
Ordinary Rating 

Royal Air Force 

Marshal of the Royal 
Air Force 
Air Chief Marshal 
Air Marshal 
Air Vice-Marshal 
All Commodore 
Group Captain 
Wing Commander 
Squadron Leader 
Flight Lieutenant 
Flying Officer 

-oppositfs generous 
rape ►noun ©he was charged with rape sexual 
assault, sexual abuse, archaic ravishment, de- 
filement Qthe rape of rainforest destruction, 
violation, ravaging, pillaging, plundering, dese- 
cration, defilement, sacking, sack 
► verb ©he raped her at knifepoint sexually as 
sault, sexually abuse, violate, force oneself on, 
poetic/ literary ravish, archaic defile Qthey raped 
our country ravage, violate, desecrate, defile, 
plunder, pillage, despoil, lay waste, ransack, 
sack 

rapid ►adjective quick, fast, swift, speedy, ex- 
peditious, express, brisk, lightning, meteoric, 
whirlwind, sudden, instantaneous, instant, im- 
mediate, hurried, hasty, precipitate, informal 
p d.q (pretty damn quick), poetic/ literary fleet 


Pilot Officer 
Acting Pilot Officer 
Warrant Officer 
Flight Sergeant 
Sergeant 

Senior Aircraftman/ 
Aircraftwoman 
Leading Aircraftman/ 
Aircraftwoman 
Aircraftman/ 
Aircraftwoman 

US Army and Air 
Force 

Chief of Staff 
General 

Lieutenant General 
Major General 
Brigadier General 
Colonel 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Major 

Captain 

First Lieutenant 
Second Lieutenant 
Warrant Officer 
Sergeant 
Corporal 

Private First Class 
Private 

US Navy 

Chief of Naval 
Operations 
Fleet Admiral 
Admiral 
Vice Admiral 
Rear Admiral 
Captain 
Commander 
Lieutenant Commander 
Lieutenant 

Lieutenant junior grade 
Ensign 

Warrant Officer 
Master Chief Petty 
Officer 

Senior Chief Petty 
Officer 
Petty Officer 
Seaman 
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-OPPOSITfcS Slow 

rapidly * adverb quickly, fast, swiftly, speedily, 
at the speed of light, post-haste, hotfoot, at full 
tilt, briskly, hurriedly, hastily, in haste, in a 
rush, precipitately, informal like a shot, double 
quick, p d q (pretty damn quick), in a flash, 
hell for leather, at the double, like a bat out of 
hell, like (greased) lightning, like mad, like the 
wind, Bnt informal like the clappers, at a rate of 
knots, like billy-o, N Amer informal lickety-split, 
poetic / literary apace 
-OPPOSITfcS slowly 

rapport ► noun affinity, close relationship, 
(mutual) understanding, bond, empathy, sym- 
pathy, accord 

rapt ►adjective fascinated, enthralled, spell- 
bound. captivated, nveted, gripped, mesmer- 
ized. enchanted, entranced, bewitched, trans- 
ported, enraptured, thrilled, ecstatic 
-opposites inattentive 

rapture ►noun she gazed at him in rapture ec 
stasy, bliss, exaltation, euphoria, elation, joy, 
enchantment, delight, happiness, pleasure 
■ go into raptures enthuse, rhapsodize, lave, 
gush, wax lyrical, praise something to the 
skies 

rapturous ►adjective ecstatic, joyful, elated, 
euphonc, enraptured, on cloud nine, in sev- 
enth heaven, transported, enchanted, blissful, 
happy, enthusiastic, delighted, thrilled, over- 
joyed, rapt, informal over the moon, on top of 
the world, blissed out, Austral informal wrapped 

rara avis ►noun rarity, rare bird, wonder, 
marvel, nonpareil, nonsuch, one of a kind, 
curiosity, oddity, freak, Bnt informal one-off 

rare ►adjective Qrare moments of privacy infre 
quent, scarce, sparse, few and far between, 
thin on the ground, like gold dust, occasional, 
limited, odd, isolated, unaccustomed, unwont- 
ed, Bnt out of the common ©rare stamps un 
usual, recherche, uncommon, unfamiliar, atyp- 
ical, singular ©a man of rare talent exception 
al. outstanding, unparalleled, peerless, match- 
less, unique, unrivalled, inimitable, beyond 
compare, without equal, second to none, un- 
surpassed. consummate, supenoi, superlative, 
first-class, informal Al, top-notch 
-OPPOSITfcS common, commonplace 

rarefied ►adjective esoteric, exclusive, select, 
elevated, lofty 

rarely ►adverb seldom, infrequently, hardly 
(ever), scarcely, not often, once m a while, now 
and then, occasionally, informal once in a blue 
moon 

-opposites often 

raring ► adjective eager, keen, enthusiastic, im- 
patient, longing, desperate, ready, informal 
dying, itching, gagging 

rarity ►noun ©the rarity of earthquakes in the 
UK infrequency, rareness, unusualness, un- 
commonness, scarcity, scarceness © this book is 
a rarity collector s item, rare thing, rare bird, 
rara avis, wonder, nonpareil, one of a kind, 
curiosity, oddity, Bnt informal one-off 

rascal ►noun scallywag, imp, monkey, mis- 
chief-maker, wretch; informal scamp, tyke, hor- 
ror, monster, Bnt mfomial pensher, N Amer infor- 
mal varmint, archaic rapscallion 


rash 1 ►noun ©he bole out in a rash spots, 
breakout, eruption, hives, Medicine erythema, 
exanthema, urticaria ©a rash of articles in the 
press series, succession, spate, wave, flood, del- 
uge, torrent, outbreak, epidemic, flurry 
rash 2 ► adjective a rash decision reckless, impul- 
sive, impetuous, hasty, foolhardy, incautious, 
precipitate, careless, heedless, thoughtless, im- 
prudent, foolish, ill-advised, injudicious, lll- 
judged, misguided, hare-brained, poetic /literary 
temerarious 
-oppositfs prudent 

rasp ►verb © enamel is rasped off the teeth 
scrape, rub, abrade, grate, gnnd, sand, file, 
scratch, scour. Medicine excoriate ©'Help'' he 
rasped croak, squawk, caw, say hoarsely 
rasping ►adjective harsh, grating, jarring, 
raspy, scratchy, hoarse, rough, gravelly, croaky, 
gruff, husky, throaty, guttural 
rat ► noun ©Set’ list at rodent © (informal) her 
rut of a husband scoundrel, wretch, rogue, infor- 
mal beast, pig, swine, creep, louse, lowlife, 
scumbag, heel, dog, weasel, N Amer informal rat 
fink, dated cad, informal, dated rotter © (informal) 
the most famous rat in mob history informer, be- 
trayer. stool pigeon, informal snitch, squealei, 
Bnt informal grass, supergrass, nark, snout, Scot- 
tish <& N Insh informal tout. N Amer informal fink, 
stoolie 

■ rat on ( informal) © we don't rat on our friends 
inform on, betray, be unfaithful to, stab in the 
back, informal tell on. sell down the river, blow 
the whistle on, squeal on, stitch up, peach on, 
do the duty on. Bnt mfonnal grass on, shop, N 
Amer informal rat out, finger ©he ratted on his 
pledge break, renege on. go back on, welsh on 

rate ►noun ©u fixed rate of interest percent 
age, ratio, proportion, scale, standard ©an 
hourly rate o) £30 charge, price, cost, tariff, 
fare, levy, toll, fee, lemuneiation, payment, 
wage, allowance ©the rate of change speed, 
pace, tempo, velocity, momentum 
► verb ©they rated their ability at driving assess, 
evaluate, appiaise, judge, weigh up, estimate, 
calculate, gauge, measure, adjudge, grade, 
rank, classify, categorize ©the scheme was rated 
effective consider, judge, reckon, think, hold, 
deem, find, regard as, look on as, count as 
©he rated only a brief mention merit, deserve, 
wan ant, be worthy of, be deserving of © (infor- 
mal) Ben doesn't rate him think highly of, think 
much of, set much store by, admire, esteem, 
value 

■ at any rat© in any case, anyhow, anyway, in 
any event, nevertheless, whatever happens, 
come what may. regardless, notwithstanding 

rather ►adverb ©J'd rather you went sooner, 
by preference, preferably, by choice ©It's ra- 
ther complicated quite, a bit, a little, fairly, 
slightly, somewhat, relatively, to some degree, 
comparatively, informal pretty, sort of, kind of 
© her true feelings— or rather, lack of feelings more 
precisely, to be precise, to be exact, strictly 
speaking ©she seemed sad rather than angry 
more, as opposed to, instead of. ©it was not im- 
pulsive, but rather a considered decision • on the 
contrary, instead. 

ratify ► verb confirm, approve, sanction, en- 
dorse, agree to. accept, uphold, authorize, for- 
malize, validate, recognize; sign. 

-opposites reject. 
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rating ► noun grade, grading, classification, 
ranking, rank, category, designation, assess- 
ment, evaluation, appraisal, mark, score 
ratio ► noun proportion, comparative number, 
correlation, relationship, correspondence, per- 
centage. fraction, quotient 
ration ► noun ©a dally ration of chocolate al 
lowance, allocation, quota, quantum, share, 
portion, helping, amount, quantity, measure, 
proportion, percentage 0 the garrison ran out of 
rations supplies, provisions, food, foodstuffs, 
eatables, edibles, provender, stores, informal 
grub, eats, N Amer informal chuck, formal comest- 
ibles, dated victuals 

► verb fuel supplies were rationed control, limit, 
restrict, conserve 

rational ►adjective Qa rational approaih logic 
al, reasoned, sensible, ieasonable, cogent, in- 
telligent, judicious, shrewd, common-sense, 
commonsensical. sound, prudent, down-to- 
earth, piactical, pragmatic 0s he was not ration- 
al at the time of signing sane, compos mentis, m 
one’s right mind, of sound mind, normal, bal- 
anced, lucid, coherent, informal all there 0man 
ls a rational being intelligent, thinking, reason- 
ing, cerebral, logical, analytical, formal ratiocina- 
tive 

-opposites illogical, insane 
rationale ►noun reason(s), reasoning, think 
ing. logic, grounds, sense, principle, theory, ai 
gument, case, motive, motivation, explanation, 
justification, excuse, the whys and wheiefores 
rationalize ►verb ©he tried to rationalize hi s 
b ehaxiour justify, explain (away), account foi, 
defend, vindicate, excuse 0an attempt to ra- 
tionalize the industry streamline, reorganize, 
modernize, update*, turn, hone, simplify, down- 
size, prune 

rattle ► verb Q hailstones rattled against the win 
daw clatter, patter, clink, clunk ©he rattled 
some coins jingle, jangle, clink, tinkle ©the h us 
uittled along jolt, bump, bounce, jounce, 
shake, judder O the government were rattled hv 
the strike unnerve, disconcert, distuib, fluster, 
shake, perturb, discompose, discomfit, ruffle, 
throw, informal faze 

► noun the rattle oj the bottles clatter, clank, 
clink, clang, jingle, jangle 

■ rattle something off reel off, recite, list, 
fire off, run through, enumerate 

■ rattle on/away prattle, babble, chatter, 
gabble, prate, go on. jabber, gibber, blether, 
ramble, informal gab, yak, yap, Bnt informal witter, 
rabbit, chunter, waffle 

ratty ► adjective ( Bnt informal) See irritable 
railCOUS ►adjective Q raucous laughter harsh, 
stndent, screeching, piercing, shrill, grating, 
discordant, dissonant, noisy, loud, cacophon- 
ous ©a raucous hen night rowdy, noisy, bois- 
terous, roisterous, wild 
-opposites soft, quiet 

raunchy ► adjective ( informal) See sexy sense 2 
ravage ►verb LAY waste, devastate, ruin, des- 
troy. wreak havoc on, leave desolate, pillage, 
plunder, despoil, ransack, sack, loot; poetic / 
literary rape; archaic spoil 

ravages ►plural noun Qthe ravages of time 
damaging effects, ill effects Qthe ravages of 
man . (acts of) destruction, damage, devasta- 
tion. ruin, havoc, depredation(s). 


rave ► verb Q he was raving about the fires of hell 
talk wildly, babble, jabber, talk incoherently 
0/ raved and swore at them rant (and rave), 
rage, lose one’s temper, storm, fulminate, 
fume, shout, roar, thunder, bellow, informal fly 
off the handle, blow one’s top, go up the wall, 
hit the roof, Bnt informal go spare, N Amer informal 
flip one’s wig ©he raved about her talent praise 
enthusiastically, go into raptures about/over, 
wax lyncal about, sing the praises of, rhapsod- 
ize over, enthuse about/over, acclaim, eulogize, 
extol. N Amer informal ballyhoo, formal laud, ar- 
chaic panegyrize 
-oppositfs criticize 

► noun ( informal) Q the food won raves from the critics 
enthusiastic/lavish praise, a rapturous recep- 
tion, tribute, plaudits, acclaim ©a fanrv-dress 
rave See party noun sense 1 

-oppositfs criticism 

► adjective ( informal ) rave reviews very enthusiastic, 
i.ipturous glowing, ecstatic, excellent, highly 
favourable 

raven ► noun 

-RIIATL1) TERMS COTVine 

► adjective raven hair black, jet-black, cbonv, 
poetic/ literary sable 

ravenous ►adjective © I’ m absolutely ravenous 
very hungry, starving, famished, rare esurient 
©her ravenous appetite voracious, insatiable, 
gieedy, gluttonous, poetic/ literary insatiate 

rave-up ►noun {Bnt informal) See party noun 
sense 1 

ravine ► noun gorge, canyon, gully, defile, 
coulon. chasm, abyss, gulf, S English chine, N 
English dough, gill, thmtch, N Amer gulch, cou- 
lee 

raving ►adjective ©she’s raving mad See mad 
sense 1 ©a raving beauty very great, remark- 
able, extiaordinary, singular, striking, out- 
standing. stunning 

ravings ►plural noun gibberish, iambling, bab- 
bling. wild/'incoherent talk 

ravish ► verb © (poetic/ literary) he tried to ravish 
her rape, sexually assault/abuse, violate, force 
oneself on. molest, archaic dishonour, defile 
© (poetic/ literary) you will be ravished bv this wine 
enrapture, enchant, delight, charm, entrance, 
enthral, captivate © (archaic) her child was rav- 
ished from her breast seize, snatch, carry off/ 
away, steal, abduct 

ravishing ► adjective very beautiful, gorgeous, 
stunning, wonderful, lovely, striking, magnifi- 
cent, dazzling, radiant, delightful, charming, 
enchanting, informal amazing, sensational, fan- 
tastic, fabulous, temfic, Bnt informal smashing. 

N Amer informal bodacious 
-opposiri s hideous 

raw ►adjective ©raw carrot uncooked, ffesh 
©raw materials unprocessed, untreated, unre- 
fined, crude, natural ©raw recruits inexperi 
enced, new, untrained, untried, untested, cal- 
low, immature, green, naive, informal wet be- 
hind the ears © his start is raw sore, red, pain- 
ful, tender, abraded, chafed. Medicine excoriated 
@a raw morning bleak, cold, chilly, freezing, 
icy, icy-cold, wintry, bitter; informal nippy, Bnt in- 
formal parky ©raw emotions strong, intense, 
passionate, fervent, powerful, violent, undis- 
guised, unconcealed, unrestrained, uninhibited 
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©raw images of Latin Amenta realistic, un- 
embellished, unvarnished, brutal, harsh 
—opposites cooked, processed 
■ in the raw ( informal) See naked sense 1 

raw-boned ► adjective thin, lean, gaunt, bony, 
skinny, spate 
-opposites plump 

ray ► noun © rays of light beam, shaft, streak, 
stream ©a rav of hope glimmer, flicker, spark, 
hint, suggestion, sign 

► verb her hair raved out m the water spread out, 
fan out 

raze ► verb destroy, demolish, raze to the 
ground, tear down, pull down, knock down, 
level, flatten, bulldoze, wipe out, lay waste 

re ► preposition about, concerning, regarding, 
with regard to, i elating to. apropos (of), on the 
subject of, m lespect of, with reference to, in 
connection with 

reach ►verb Q Travis reached out a hand 
stretch out, hold out, extend, outstretch, 
thrust out, stick out 0 reach me that hook pass, 
hand, give, let someone have ©soon she 
reached Helen's house arrive at, get to, come to, 
end up at O the temperature reached 9 4 degrees 
attain, get to, rise to, climb to. fall to, sink to, 
drop to, informal hit Qthe leaders reached an 
agreement achieve, work out, draw up, put to- 
gether, negotiate, thrash out, hammer out 0/ 
have been trying to reach vou all day get in touch 
with, contact, get through to. get. speak to, in- 
formal get hold of ©our concern is to reach more 
people influence, sway, get (through) to, make 
an impression on, have an impact on 

► noun © Hohhv moved out of her reai h grasp, 
range Q small goals within vour reach capabil 
ities, capacity © beyond the reach of the law jur 
isdiction, authority, influence, scope, range, 
compass, ambit 

react ► verb © how he would react if she told him 
the truth > behave, act, take it, conduct oneself, 
respond, leply, answei ©he reacted against the 
new regulations rebel against, oppose, rise up 
against 

reaction ► noun O his reaction had bewildered 
her response, answei. reply, rejoinder, retort, 
nposte, informal comeback ©a reaction against 
modernism backlash, counteraction Qthejorces 
of reaction conservatism, the light (wing), the 
extreme right 

reactionary ► adjective a reactionary policy 
right-wing, conservative, rightist, traditionalist, 
conventional, unprogressive 
-opposites progressive 

► noun an extreme reactionary right-winger, con- 
servative, nghtist, traditionalist, conventional- 
ist 

-opposites ladical 

read ►verb ©he was reading the newspaper per 
use, study, scrutinize, look through, pore over, 
be absorbed in, run one’s eye over, cast an eye 
over, leaf through, scan, flick through, skim 
through, thumb through © he read a passage of 
the letter read out/aloud, recite, declaim. ©I 
can’t read my own writing decipher, make out, 
make sense of, interpret, understand ©his re- 
mark could be read as a mticism interpret, take 
(to mean), construe, see, understand ©the dial 
read 70mph indicate, register, record, display. 


show ©he read modem history study, take. N 
Amer & Austral / NZ major in 
-REIA1ED TERMS legible 

► noun have a read of this perusal, study, scan, 
look (at), browse (through), leaf (through), flick 
(through), skim (through) 

■ read something into something infer 
from, interpolate from, assume from, attribute 
to, read between the lines 

■ read up on study, informal bone up on. Bnt in- 
formal mug up on, swot, archaic con 

readable ► adjective ©the inscription is perfectly 
readable legible, easy to read, decipherable, 
clear, intelligible, comprehensible ©her novels 
are immensely readable enjoyable, entertaining, 
interesting, absorbing, gripping, enthralling, 
engrossing, stimulating, informal unputdown- 
able 

-opposites illegible 

readily ►adverb ©Durkin readily offered to drive 
him willingly, without hesitation, unhesitat- 
ingly. ungrudgingly, gladly, happily, eagerly, 
promptly ©the island is readily accessible easily, 
with ease, without difficulty 
-opposites reluctantly 

readiness ►noun ©their readiness to accept 
change willingness, enthusiasm, eagerness, 
keenness, promptness, quickness, alacrity ©a 
state of readiness preparedness, preparation 
© the readiness of his reply promptness, quick- 
ness, rapidity, swiftness, speed, speediness 

■ in readiness (at the) ready, available, on 
hand, accessible, handy, prcpaied, pnmed, on 
standby, standing by, on full alert 

reading ► noun ©a cursory reading of the finan- 
cial pages perusal, study, scan, scanning, 
browse (through), look (through), glance 
(through), leaf (through), flick (through), skim 
(through) ©a man of wide reading (book) 
learning, scholaiship, education, erudition 
©readings from the Bible passage, lesion, sec- 
tion, piece, recital, recitation Omy reading of 
the situation interpretation, constmal, under- 
standing, explanation, analysis ©a meter read- 
ing record, figure, indication, measuiement 

ready ►adjective ©are you ready ? prepared, 
(all) set, organized, primed, informal fit, psyched 
up, geared up 0 everything is ready completed, 
finished, prepared, organized, done, arranged, 
fixed, in readiness ©he's always ready to help 
willing, prepared, game, pleased, inclined, dis- 
posed, predisposed, eager, keen, happy, glad 
©she looked ready to collapse about to, on the 
point of, on the verge of, close to. liable to, 
likely to ©a ready supply of food (easily) avail 
able, accessible, handy, close/near at hand, to/ 
on hand, convenient, within reach, at the 
ready, near, at one’s fingertips ©a ready an- 
swer prompt, quick, swift, speedy, fast, imme- 
diate, unhesitating, clever, sharp, astute, 
shrewd, keen, perceptive, discerning, poetic / 
literary rathe 

► verb he needed time to ready himself, prepare, 
get/make ready, organize, gear oneself up, infor- 
mal psych oneself up 

■ at the ready in position, poised, ready for 
use/action, waiting, N Amer on deck 

■ make ready prepare, make preparations, 
get everything ready, gear up for 

ready-made ►adjective o ready-made clothing 
ready-to-wear, Bnt off the peg, N Amer off the 
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rack © ready-made meals pre-cooked, oven- 
ready, convenience 
-opposites tailor-made 

real ► adjective Qis she a fictional character or a 
real person 7 actual, non-fictional, factual, his- 
torical. matenal, physical, tangible, conciete, 
palpable ©real gold genuine, authentic, bona 
fide, informal pukka, kosher ©my real name 
true, actual Q tears of real gnef sincere, genu- 
ine. true, unfeigned, heartfelt, unaffected ©<i 
real man proper, true, informal regul.u, archaic 
very © you’re a real tdtot complete, utter, thor- 
ough. absolute, total, prize, perfect, Bnt informal 
right, proper, Austral jNZ informal fair 
-opposites imaginary, imitation 

► adverb (A/ Amer informal) that's real good of you See 
very adverb 

realism ►noun Q optimism tinned with realism 
pragmatism, practicality, common sense, level- 
headedness ©a degree of realism authenticity, 
fidelity, vensimilitude, truthlulness, faithful- 
ness 

realistic ►adjective ©you’ve jror to he realistu 
practical, pragmatic, matter-of-fact, down-to- 
earth, sensible, commonsensical, rational rea 
sonable, level-headed, clear-sighted, business 
like, informal having both /one’s feet on the 
ground, hai d-nosed, no-nonsense ©a realistic 
am achievable, attainable, feasible, practic- 
able, viable, reasonable, sensible, workable, in 
formal doable ©u realistic portrayal of war true 
(to life), lifelike, tiuthful, faithful, real-life, 
naturalistic, graphic 
-oppositls idealistic, impracticable 

reality ►noun Q distinguishing fantasy from real 
itv' the real world, real life, actuality, truth, 
physical existence ©the harsh tealities of life 
fact, actuality, truth ©the realm ' oj the detail 
verisimilitude, authenticity, lealism, fidelity, 
faithfulness 
— opposii f s fantasy 

■ in reality in (actual) fact, in point of fact, 
as a matter of fact, actually, really, in truth, in 
piactice, archaic in sooth 

realization ►noun ©a growing realization of 
the danger awareness, understanding, compie 
hension, consciousness, appreciation, lecogni 
tion, discernment, formal cognizance ©the real - 
ization oj our dreams fulfilment, achievement, 
accomplishment, attainment, formal effectu- 
ation 

realize ►verb ©he suddenly realized w-hut she 
meant register, perceive, discern, be/become 
aware of (the fact that), be/become conscious 
of (the fact that), notice, understand, grasp, 
comprehend, see, lecogmze. work out. fathom 
(out), apprehend, informal latch on to, cotton on 
to, tumble to, savvy, figure out, get (the mes- 
sage), Bnt informal twig, suss, formal be/become 
cognizant of ©they realized their dream fulfil, 
achieve, accomplish, make a reality, make hap- 
pen, bring to fruition, bring about/off. carry 
out/through, formal effectuate ©the company 
realized significant profits make, clear, gam. earn, 
return, produce ©the goods realized £3000 be 
sold for, fetch, go for, make, net Qhe realized 
his assets cash in, liquidate, capitalize 

really ►adverb ©he is really very wealthy in (ac 
tual) fact, actually, in reality, m point of fact, 
as a matter of feet, in truth, to tell the truth, 
archaic in sooth ©he really likes her genuinely, 


truly, honestly, undoubtedly, without a doubt, 
indubitably, certainly, assuredly, unquestion- 
ably, archaic venly ©they were really kind to me 
very, extieinely, thoroughly, decidedly, dread- 
fully, exceptionally, exceedingly, immensely, 
tremendously, uncommonly, remarkably, emi- 
nently, extraordinarily, most, downright, Scof- 
tish unco. N Amer quite, informal awfully, terribly, 
terrifically, fearfully, right, devilishly, ultra, too 

for words, seriously, majorly, Bnt informal 

jolly, ever so, dead, well, fail, N Amer informal 
real, mighty, awful, plumb, powerful, way. infor- 
mal, dated devilish, frightfully, archaic exceeding 

► exclamation ‘They've split up' 'Really 7 ' is that so, 
is that a fact, well I never (did), informal (well, 
knock/blow me clown with a feathei). Bnt mfor 
mal (well. I’ll be blowed) 

realm ►noun © peace in the realm kingdom, 
country, land, dominion, nation ©the tealm of 
academia domain, spheie, area, held, woild. 
pi evince, territory 

reap ►verb Qthe com has been reaped harvest, 
gainei, gathei in. bung in ©reaping the bene 
fits receive, obtain, get, acquire, set me. ieal 
i/e 

rear 1 ►verb ©I was reared in Newcastle bring 
up. caie toi, look after, nurture, parent, cdu 
rate, N Amer raise ©he reared cattle breed, 
laise, keep © laboratorx’-reared plants grow, 
cultivate OJhjrn' reared his head raise, lift 
(up), hold up. uplift ©(reagan Hill reared up be- 
fore them rise (up), tower, soar, loom 

rear 2 ►noun ©the rear of the building back 
(part), hind part, back end. Nautical stem ©the 
rear of the < jueue (tail) end, real end. back end, 
tail, N Amer tag end ©he slapped her on the rear 
See bottom noun sense 6 
-opposites tront 

► adjective the rear bumper back, end, rearmost, 
hind, hinder, hindmost, technical posterior 

rearrange ►verb ©the furniture has been re- 
arranged reposition, move lound, change 
round, arrange differently ©lony had re- 
arranged his schedule reorganize, alter, adjust, 
change (lound), ieschedule, informal jigger 

reason ► noun ©the main reason for his decision 
cause, giound(s), basis, rationale, motive, mo- 
tivation. purpose, point, aim, intention, object- 
ive, goal, explanation, justification, argument, 
defence, vindication, excuse, pretext Q post- 
modern voices railing against reason rationality, 
logic, logical thought, reasoning, cognition, for- 
mal ratiocination ©he was los'ing his reason san 
ity, mind, mental faculties, senses, wits, informal 
marbles O he continues, against reason, to love 
her good sense, good judgement, common 
sense, wisdom, sagacity, reasonableness 

► verb © a young child is unable to reason think ra 
tionally, think logically, use one’s common 
sense, use one’s head/brain, formal cogitate, rati- 
ocinate © Scott reasoned that Annabel might be ill 
calculate, come to the conclusion, conclude, 
reckon, think, judge, deduce, infer, surmise, in- 
formal figure ©her husband tried to reason with 
her talk round, bring round, win round, per- 
suade, prevail on, convince, make someone see 
the light 

■ by reason of ( formal) because of. on account 
of, as a result of, owing to, due to. by virtue of, 
thanks to 
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■ reason something out work out. think 
through, make sense of. get to the bottom of. 
puzzle out, informal figure out 

■ reason with someone talk round, bnng 
round, persuade, prevail on, convince, make 
someone see the light 

■ with reason justifiably, justly, legitimately, 
nghtly. reasonably 

reasonable ►adjective Q a reasonable man | a 
reasonable explanation sensible, rational, logical, 
fair, fair-minded, just, equitable, intelligent, 
wise, level-headed, practical, realistic, sound, 
(well) reasoned, valid, commonsensical, ten- 
able, plausible, credible, believable Qyou must 
take all reasonable precautions within reason, 
practicable, sensible, appropriate, suitable 
Qcars in reasonable condition fairly good, ac- 
ceptable, satisfactory, average, adequate, fair, 
all right, tolerable, passable, informal OK Q rea- 
sonable prices inexpensive, moderate, low, 
cheap, budget, bargain, competitive 

reasoned ►adjective logical, rational, well 
thought out, clear, lucid, coheient, cogent, 
well expressed, well presented, considcied. 
sensible 

reasoning ►noun thinking, (tiain of) thought, 
thought process, logic, reason, analysis, inter- 
pretation. explanation, rationalization, reasons, 
rationale, arguments, formal ratiocination 

reassure ►verb put/set someones mind at 
rest, put someone at ease, encourage, inspirit, 
hearten, buoy up, cheer up, comfort, soothe 
-opposites alarm 

rebate ►noun (partial) refund, repayment, 
discount, deduction, reduction, decrease 

rebel ►noun Qthe rebels took control of the cap- 
ital revolutionary, insurgent, revolutionist, 
mutineer, insurrectionist, insurrectionary, 
guerrilla, terrorist, freedom fighter Qthe con- 
cept of the artist as a rebel nonconformist, dis 
sentei, dissident, iconoclast, maverick 

► verb Qthe at mens rebelled revolt, mutiny, not, 
rise up, take up aims, stage/mount a lebelhoit, 
be insubordinate Qhis stomach rebelled at the 
thought of food recoil, show/feel repugnance 
0 teenagers rebelling against their parents defy, 
disobey, refuse to obey, kick against, challenge, 
oppose, resist 

-opposites obey 

► adjective Q rebel troops insurgent, revolution- 
ary, mutinous, rebellious, insurrectionary, in- 
surrectionist Q rebel MPs rebellious, defiant, 
disobedient, insubordinate, subversive, resist- 
ant, recalcitrant, nonconformist, mavenck, 
iconoclastic, archaic contumacious 
-opposites compliant 

rebellion ►noun Q troops suppressed the rebel- 
lion uprising, revolt, insurrection, mutiny, 
revolution, msurgence, insurgency, noting, 
not, disorder, unrest Qan act of rebellion defi 
ance, disobedience, rebelliousness, insubordin- 
ation, subversion, subversiveness, resistance 

rebellious ► adjective O rebellious troops rebel, 
insurgent, mutinous, mutinying, rebelling, not- 
ing. notous, insurrectionary, insurrectionist, 
revolutionary Qa rebellious adolescent defiant, 
disobedient, insubordinate, unruly, mutinous, 
wayward, obstreperous, recalcitrant, intract- 
able; Bnt informal bolshie, formal refractory, archaic 
contumacious 


rebirth ► noun revival, renaissance, resurrec- 
tion, reawakening, renewal, regeneration, re- 
vitalization, rejuvenation, formal renascence. 

rebound ► verb o the ball rebounded off the wall 
bounce (back), spring back, ricochet, boomer- 
ang; N Amer carom Q later sterling rebounded 
recover, rally, pick up, make a recovery 
0 Thomas’s tactics rebounded on him backfire, 
boomerang, have unwelcome repercussions, ar- 
chaic redound on 

rebuff ► verb his offer was rebuffed reject, turn 
down, spurn, refuse, decline, repudiate, snub, 
slight, repulse, repel, dismiss, brush off. give 
someone the cold shoulder, informal give some- 
one the brush-off, N Amer informal give someone 
the bum’s rush 
-opposiits accept 

► noun the rebuff did little to dampen his ardour re 
jection, snub, slight, repulse, refusal, spuming, 
cold-shouldering, discouragement, informal 
brush-off, kick in the teeth, slap in the face 

rebuild ► verb reconstruct, lenovate, restore, 
iemodel, remake, reassemble 
-opposites demolish 

rebuke ►verb she nei'cr rebuked him in front of 
others reprimand, reproach, scold, admonish, 
repiove, chastise, upbraid, berate, take to task, 
cntici/e, censure, informal tell off. give someone 
a telling-off. give someone a talking-to, give 
someone a dressing-down, give someone an 
earful, Bnt informal tick off. N Amer informal chew 
out, ream out. Austral informal inonstei, formal cas- 
tigate 

-opposites praise 

► noun Damian was silenced by the rebuke pepri 
mand, reproach, reproof, scolding, admonish- 
ment, admonition, repioval. upbraiding, informal 
telling-off, dressing-down, Bnt informal tickmg- 
off, formal castigation 

-opposites compliment 

rebut ►verb refute, deny, disprove, invalidate, 
negate, contradict, controvert, countei, dis- 
credit, give the lie to, explode, informal shoot 
full of holes, formal confute 
-opposites confirm 

rebuttal ►noun refutation, denial, counter- 
ing. invalidation, negation, contradiction 

recalcitrant ►adjective uncooperative, in- 
tractable, insubordinate, defiant, rebellious, 
wilful, wayward, headstrong, self-willed, con- 
trary, perveise, difficult, awkward, Bnt informal 
bloody-minded, bolshie, stroppy, formal refrac- 
tory, archaic contumacious, froward 
-opposites amenable 

recall ►verb Qhe recalled his student days' re 
member, recollect, call to mmd, think back on/ 
to, look back on, reminisce about Q their ex- 
ploits recall the days of chivalry- bring to mind, call 
to mind, put one in mind of, call up, conjure 
up, evoke Qthe ambassador was recalled sum 
mon back, order back, call back Q {archaic) he 
recalled his earlier communication, revoke, re- 
scind, cancel, retract, countermand, withdraw, 
formal abrogate 
-opposites forget. 

► noun Qthe recall of the ambassador summoning 
back, ordenng back, calling back. 0 their recall 
of dreams, recollection, remembrance, mem- 
ory 
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recant ►verb Qhe was forced to recant his polit- 
ical beliefs renounce, disavow, deny, repudiate, 
renege on, formal forswear, abjure Qhe refused 
to recant change one's mind, be apostate, rare 
tergiversate Qhe recanted his testimony re 
tract, take back, withdraw 

recantation ►noun renunciation, renounce' 
ment, disavowal, denial, repudiation, retrac 
tion. withdrawal 

recapitulate ►verb summarize, sum up, re- 
state, repeat, reiterate, go over, review, informal 
recap 

recede ►verb Qthe flood waters receded re 
treat, go back/down, move back/away, with 
draw, ebb, subside, abate Qthe lights receded 
into the distance disappear from view, fade into 
the distance, be lost to view QJcars of violence 
have receded diminish, lessen, decrease, dwindle, 
fade, abate, subside, ebb, wane 
—opposites advance, grow 

receipt ►noun ©the receipt oj a letter receiv 
ing, getting, obtaining, gaining, ai rival, deliv- 
ery Qmake suie vou get a receipt proof of pur 
chase, sales ticket, till receipt 0 receipts from 
house sales proceeds, takings, money/payment 
ieceived, income, revenue, earnings, piofits, 
(financial) retum(s), N Amer take 

receive ►verb Q Tony received an award | they 
received £6 SO in damages be given, be presented 
with, be awarded, collect, get, obtain, gam, ac- 
quire, win, be paid, earn, gross, net Qshe re 
caved a letter be sent, be in receipt of. accept 
(delivery of) QAlec received the news on Monday 
be told, be informed of. be notified of, hear, 
discover, find out (about), learn, informal get 
wind ol O he received her suggestion with a com- 
plete lack of interest hear, listen to, respond to, 
ieact to Qshe received a serious injury experi 
ence, sustain, undergo, meet with, suffei, beai 
Qthey received their guests greet, welcome, sav 
hello to O she's not receiving visitors entertain, 
be at home to 
-opposite s give, send 

receiver ►noun Qthe receiver of a gift recipi 
ent, beneficiary, donee 0 a telephone receiver 
handset 

-opposites donor 

recent ►adjective ©recent research new, the 
latest, current, fresh, modem, contemporary, 
up to date, up to the minute Qhis recent visit 
not long past, occurring recently, just gone 
-opposites old 

recently ► adverb not long ago, a short time 
ago. m the past few days/weeks/months, a lit- 
tle while back, lately, latterly, just now 

receptacle ►noun container, holdei. reposi- 
tory, box, tin, bm. can. canister, case, pot, bag 

reception ► noun o the reception of the goods 
receipt, receiving, getting 0 the reception of for- 
eign diplomats greeting, welcoming, entertain- 
ing 0a chilly reception response, reaction, 
treatment Qa wedding reception (formal) 
party, function, social occasion, soiree, N Amer 
levee, informal do, bash, Bnt informal rave-up, 
knees-up. beanfeast, bunfight, beano 

receptive ►adjective open-minded, responsive, 
amenable, well disposed, flexible, approach- 
able, accessible, archaic susceptive 
-opposites unresponsive. 


recess ► noun O two recesses fitted with book- 
shelves alcove, bay. niche, nook, comer, hol- 
low, oriel Qthe deepest recesses of Broadcasting 
House innermost parts/reaches, remote/secret 
places, heart, depths, bowels Qthe Christmas 
recess adjournment, break, interlude, interval, 
lest, holiday, vacation, informal breather 
► verb let’s recess for lunch adjourn, take a recess. 

stop, (take a) break, informal take five 
recession ► noun economic decline, down- 
turn, depression, slump, slowdown 
-opposites boom 

recherche ►adjective obscure, rare, esoteric, 
abstruse, arcane, recondite, exotic, strange, un- 
usual, unfamiliar, out of the ordinary 
recipe ►noun ©u tasty reape cooking 
mstnictions/directions, archaic receipt Qa re- 
cipe Jor success means 'way of achieving, pie- 
scnption, formula, blueprint 
recipient ►noun receiver, beneficiary, lega- 
tee, donee 
-opposiifcs donor 

reciprocal ►adjective Q reciprocal love given, 
fflt in return, requited, recipi ocated Q recip- 
rocal obligations and duties mutual, common, 
shared, joint, conesponding, complementary 
reciprocate ►verb QI was happy to reapro- 
cate do the same (in retupn), return the favour 
Qloxr that was not reciprocated requite, return, 
give back 

recital ►noun ©a ptano icatal concert, (mu- 
sical) performance, solo (peiformance), informal 
gig Qher recital of Adam's failures enumeration, 
list, litany, catalogue, listing, detailing, ac 
count, report, description, recapitulation, re- 
counting Qa recital of the Lord's Prayer See reci 
tation sense 1 

recitation ►noun Qthe recitation of his poem 
recital, saying aloud, declamation, rendering, 
lendition, delivery, performance Qa recitation 
of her life storv account, description, narration, 
narrative, story ©songs and recitations reading, 
passage, poem, verse, monologue 
recite ►verb ©he began to recite verses of the 
Koran repeat from memory, say aloud, de- 
claim. quote, deliver, render Qhe stood up and 
started renting give a recitation, say a poem 
0Sir John recited the fucts they knew enumerate, 
list, detail, reel off, recount, relate, describe, 
narrate, give an account of, recapitulate, re- 
peat 

reckless ►adjective rash, careless, thought- 
less. heedless, jinheedmg, hasty, overhasty, 
precipitate, precipitous, impetuous, impulsive, 
daredevil, devil-may<are, irresponsible, fool- 
hardy. over-adventurous, audacious, ill-advised, 
injudicious, madcap, imprudent, unwise, lll- 
c onsidered, poetic/ literary temerarious 
— opposiTts careful 

reckon ► verb Q the cost was reckoned at £6,000 
calculate, compute, work out, put a figure on, 
figure, count (up), add up, total, Bnt tot up 
Q Anselm reckoned Hugh among his Jhends‘ in 
clude, count, consider to be, regard as, look on 
as 0 (informal) I reckon I can manage that believe, 
think, be of the opinion/view, be convinced, 
dare say, imagine, guess, suppose, consider; in- 
formal figure © was reckoned a failure • regard 
as. consider, judge, hold to be, think of as. 
deem, rate, gauge, count QI reckon to get good 
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value for money expect, anticipate, hope to, be 
looking to. count on, rely on, depend on, bank 
on, N Amer informal figure on 

■ to be reckoned with important, of consid- 
erable importance, significant, influential, 
powerful, strong, potent, formidable, redoubt- 
able 

■ reckon with ©it’s her mother vou’ll have to 
reckon with deal with, contend with, face (up 
to) ©they hadn't reckoned with her burning ambi- 
tion take into account, take into consider- 
ation. bargain for/on, anticipate, foresee, be 
prepared for, consider, formal take cognizance 
of 

■ reckon without overlook, fail to take ac- 
count of, disregard 

reckoning ► noun Qhy my reckoning, thts comes 
to 12 million calculation, estimation, computa- 
tion. working out. summation, addition ©by 
her reckoning, the tram was late opinion, view, 
judgement, evaluation, estimate, estimation 
Qthe lemble reckoning that he deserved retribu 
tion, fate, doom, nemesis, punishment 

■ day of reckoning judgement day. day of 
retribution, doomsday 

reclaim ►verb Q travelling expenses can be re- 
claimed get back, claim back, recover, regain, 
retrieve, recoup © Henrietta had reclaimed him 
from a life of vice save, rescue, redeem, reform 

recline ►verb LIE (down back), lean back, be 
recumbent, relax, repose, loll, lounge, sprawl, 
stretch out, poetic /literary couch 

recluse ►noun ©a religious recluse hermit, as- 
cetic. histoncal anchorite, anchoress, archaic erem- 
ite ©a natural recluse loner, solitary, lone 
wolf 

reclusive ► adjective solitary, secluded, isol- 
ated, hennit-like, hermitic, eremitic, eremitic- 
al, cloistered 
—opposites gregarious 

recognition ► noun Q there was no sign of rec- 
ognition on his face identification, recollection, 
remembrance ©his recognition oj his lack of ex- 
perience acknowledgement, acceptance, admis- 
sion, realization, awareness, consciousness, 
knowledge, appreciation, formal cognizance 
© official recognition official approval, certifi- 
cation, accreditation, endorsement, validation 
O you deserve recognition for the tremendous job you 
are doing appreciation, gratitude, thanks, con- 
gratulations, credit, commendation, acclaim, 
bouquets, acknowledgement 

recognizable ►adjective identifiable, notice- 
able, perceptible, discernible, detectable, distin- 
guishable, observable, perceivable, distinct, un- 
mistakable, clear, archaic sensible 
-opposites imperceptible 

recognize ►verb O Hannah recognized him at 
once identify, place, know, put a name to, re- 
member. recall, recollect, know by sight, Scot- 
tish & N English ken. ©they recognized Alan's abil- 
ity acknowledge, accept, admit, realize, be 
aware of, be conscious of, perceive, discern, ap- 
preciate, formal be cognizant of 0 psychotherap- 
ists who are recognized officially approve, cer- 
tify, accredit, endorse, sanction, validate Qthe 
Trust recognized their hard work pay tribute to, 
show appreciation of, appreciate, be grateful 
for, acclaim, commend 


recoil ►verb Qshe instinctively recoiled draw 
back, jump back, pull back, flinch, shy away, 
shrink (back), blench Qhe recoiled from the 
thought feel revulsion at. feel disgust at, be 
unable to stomach, shrink from, baulk at ©his 
rifle recoiled kick (back), jerk back, spnng back 
©this will eventually recoil on him have an ad 
verse effect on, rebound on, affect badly, 
backfire, boomerang, archaic redound on 

► noun the recotl of the gun kickback, kick 

recollect ►verb remember, recall, call to 
mind, think of, think back to, look back on, 
lemimste about 
-opposites forget 

recollection ►noun memory, remembrance, 
impression, reminiscence 

recommend ►verb ©his former employer re- 
commended him for the post advocate, endorse, 
commend, suggest, put forward, propose, nom- 
inate, put up, speak favourably of, speak well 
of. put in a good word for, vouch for, informal 
plug ©the committee recommended a cautious ap- 
proach advise, counsel, urge, exhort, enjoin, 
prescribe, argue foi, back, support, suggest, ad- 
vocate, propose ©there was little to recommend 
her have in one’s favour, give an advantage to, 
informal have going for one 

recommendation ►noun Qthe advisory 
group’s recommendations advice, counsel, guid- 
ance, direction, enjoinder, suggestion, pro- 
posal ©a personal recommendation commenda 
tion, endorsement, good word, favourable 
mention, testimonial, suggestion, tip, informal 
plug ©a place whose only recommendation is that 
it has very few women advantage, good point/ 
fcatuie, benefit, asset, boon, attraction, appeal 

recompense ►verb Q offenders should recom- 
pense their victims compensate, indemnify, 
repay, reimburse, make reparation to. make 
restitution to. make amends to Qshe wanted to 
recompense him reward, pay back, archaic guer- 
don © nothing could recompense her loss make up 
for, compensate for, make amends for. make 
restitution for, make reparation for, redress, 
make good 

► noun damages were paid in recompense compensa 
tion, reparation, restitution, indemnification, 
indemnity, reimbursement, repayment, re- 
dress, archaic guerdon 

reconcilable ►adjective compatible, consist- 
ent, congruous, congruent 

reconcile ►verb Qthe news reconciled us re 
unite, bring (back) togethei (again), restore 
friendly relations between, make peace be- 
tween, pacify, appease, placate, mollify, formal 
conciliate ©her divorced parents have reconciled 
settle one s differences, make (one’s) peace, 
(kiss and) make up, bury the hatchet, declare a 
truce Q trying to reconcile his religious beliefs with 
his career make compatible, harmonize, square, 
make congruent, balance ©the quarrel was rec- 
onciled settle, resolve, sort out, mend, remedy, 
heal, rectify, informal patch up. © they had to rec- 
oncile themselves to drastic losses (come to) ac 
cept, resign oneself to, come to terms with, 
learn to live with, get used to 
-opposites estrange, quarrel. 

reconciliation ►noun ©the reconciliation of 
the disputants' reuniting, reunion, bringing to- 
gether (again), conciliation, reconcilement. 
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pacification, appeasement, placating, mollifica- 
tion ©a reconciliation of their differences reso 
lution, settlement, settling, resolving, mend' 
mg, remedying © there was little hope of reconcili- 
ation restoration of harmony, agreement, 
compromise, understanding, peace, formal con- 
cord ©the reconciliation of theory with practice 
harmonizing, harmonization, squaring, balan 
cmg 

recondite * adjective obscure, abstruse, ar- 
cane, esotenc, recherche, profound, difficult, 
complex, complicated, involved, incomprehen 
sible, unfathomable, impenetrable, cryptic, 
opaque 

recondition ► verb overhaul, rebuild, reno- 
vate. restore, repair, reconstruct, remodel, re- 
furbish, informal do up. revamp 
reconnaissance ► noun (preliminary) sur 
vey, exploration, observation, investigation, 
examination, inspection, patrol, search, recon- 
noitring, informal recce, N Amer informal iecon 
reconnoitre ►verb survey, make a recon- 
naissance of, explore, investigate, examine, 
scrutinize, inspect, observe, take a look at, pa 
tiol, informal recce, make a recce of. check out. 
N Amer informal recon 

reconsider ►verb rethink, review, revise, re- 
examine. re-evaluate, reassess, reappraise, 
change, alter, modify, have second thoughts, 
change one’s mind 

reconsideration ►noun review, rethink, 
ie-exammation, reassessment, re-evaluation, re- 
appraisal 

reconstruct ► verb O the building hud to be re - 
constructed rebuild, restore, renovate, recreate, 
remake, reassemble, remodel, refashion, re- 
vamp, recondition, refurbish © reconstrui tmg 
the events of that day recreate, build up a 
picture/impression of. piece together, re-enact 
record ►noun O written records of the past ac 
count(s), documents ). documentation, data. 
file(s), dossier(s), evidence, report(s), annal(s), 
archive(s), chromcle(s), minutes, transactions, 
proceedings, transcnpt(s), certificate(s), instru- 
ments), deed(s), register, log, logbook. Law mu- 
niments) Q listening to records album, vinyl, 
dated gramophone record, disc, LP, EP, single, 
forty-five, seventy-eight ©his previous good rec- 
ord previous conduct performance, track rec- 
ord, (life) history, reputation ©he’s got a rec- 
ord criminal record, police record, previous, 
Bnt informal form, N Amer informal rap sheet ©a 
new British record best performance, highest 
achievement, best time, fastest time, world rec- 
ord © a lasting record of what they have achieved 
reminder, memorial, souvenir, memento, re- 
membrance. testament 

► adjective record profits record-breaking, best 
ever, unsurpassed, unparalleled, unequalled, 
second to none 

► verb ©the doctor recorded her blood pressure 
write down, put in writing, take down, note, 
make a note of. jot down, put down on paper, 
document, put on record, enter, minute, regis- 
ter, log, list, catalogue ©the thermometer record- 
ed a high temperature indicate, register, show, 
display ©the team recorded their fourth away win 
achieve, accomplish, chalk up, notch up, infor- 
mal clock up © the rental was recorded live make 
a record/recording of, tape, tape-record; 
video-record, videotape, video 


■ off the record © his comments were off the rec- 
ord unofficial, confidential, in (stnet) confi- 
dence, not to be made public Qthey admitted, 
off the record, that they had made a mistake un 
officially, pnvately, in (strict) confidence, con- 
fidentially, between ourselves 

recorder ► noun Q he put a tape in the recorder 
tape recorder, cassette recorder, video (record- 
er), VCR, videotape recorder ©a recorder of 
rural life record keeper, archivist, annalist, 
diarist, chronicler, historian 

recount ►verb tell, relate, narrate, give an 
account of, describe, report, outline, delineate, 
relay, convey, communicate, impart 

recoup ►verb get back, regain, recover, win 
back, retrieve, redeem, recuperate 

recourse ► noun surgery may be the only re- 
course option, possibility, alternative, resort, 
way out, hope, remedy, choice, expedient 

■ have recourse to resort to. make use of. 
avail oneself of. turn to. call on, look to, fall 
back on 

recover ►verb ©he’s recovering from a heart at- 
tack recuperate, get better, convalesce, regain 
one’s strength, get stronger, get back on one’s 
feet, be on the mend, be on the road to recov- 
ery. pick up, rally, respond to treatment, im- 
prove, heal, pull thiough. bounce back © later, 
shares recovered rally, improve, pick up. make 
a recovery, rebound, bounce back ©the stolen 
material has been recovered retrieve, regain (pos- 
session of), get back, recoup, reclaim, repos- 
sess, redeem, recuperate, find (again), track 
down ©gold coins recovered from a wreck sal 
vage. save, rescue, retrieve 
-oppositfs deteriorate 

■ recover oneself pull oneself together, re- 
gain one’s composure, regain one's selfcontrol, 
informal get a grip (on oneself) 

recovery ► noun o her recovery may be slow re 
cuperation, convalescence ©the economy was 
showing signs of recovery improvement, rallying, 
picking up, upturn, upswing ©the recovery of 
the stolen goods retrieval, regaining, reposses- 
sion. getting back, reclamation, recouping, re- 
demption, recuperation 
-opposites relapse, deterioration 

recreation ► noun O she cycles for recreation 
pleasure, leisure, relaxation, fun, enjoyment, 
entertainment, amusement, play, sport, informal 
R and R, N Amer informal rec, archaic disport 
©hut favourite recreations pastime, hobby, leis- 
ure activity 
-opposites Work 

recrimination ►noun accusation(s). coun- 
ter-accusation^), countercharge(s), counter- 
attacks), retaliation(s) 

recruit ►verb ©more soldiers were recruited en 
list, call up, conscript, US draft, muster m. ar- 
chaic levy ©the king recruited an army muster, 
form, raise, mobilize ©the company is recruiting 
staff hire, employ, take on, enrol, sign up, en- 
gage. 

-opposites disband, dismiss 

► noun © new recruits were enlisted: conscript, new 
soldier, US draftee; Bnt informal sprog, N Amer in- 
formal yardbird © top-quality recruits new mem 
ber, new entrant, newcomer, initiate, begin- 
ner, novice, N Amer tenderfoot, hire; informal 
rookie, newbie, N Amer mfonnal greenhorn. 
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rectify ►verb correct, (put) right, put to 
nghS, sort out. deal with, amend, remedy, re- 
pair, fix, make good, resolve, settle, informal 
patch up 

rectitude ►noun righteousness, goodness, 
virtue, morality, honour, honourableness, in- 
tegrity, principle, probity, honesty, trustworthi- 
ness, uprightness, decency, good character 
recumbent ►adjective lying, flat, horizontal, 
stretched out, sprawled (out), reclining, prone, 
prostrate, supine, lying down 
—opposites upright 

recuperate ►verb Qhe went to France to rent - 
pirate get better, recover, convalesce, get 
well, regain one’s strength/ health, get over 
something Qhe recuperated the money get 
back, regain, lecover, recoup, retrieve, reclaim, 
lepossess, redeem 

recur ►verb happen again, reoccur, occui 
again, repeat (itself), come back (again), return, 
reappear, appear again, formal recrudesce 
recurrent ►adjective repeated, lecurnng, ie- 
petitive. periodic, cyclical, seasonal, perennial, 
regular, frequent, intei iuittent. sporadic, spas- 
modic 

recycle ►verb reuse, reprocess, reclaim, le- 
cover. salvage, save 

red ►adjective ©<J red dress scarlet, vermilion, 
ruby, cheriy, cense, cardinal, tannine, wine, 
blood-red, coi.il, cochineal, rose, bnck-ied. ma- 
roon, nisty, rufous, reddish, poetic/ literary darn 
ask. vermeil, sanguine ©he was red m (he face 
flushed, reddish, pink, pinkish, flond, rubi- 
cund, ruddy, rosy, glowing, burning, feverish, 
poetic /literary rubescent, archaic sanguine ©his 
eyes were red bloodshot, swollen, sore O red 
hair reddish, auburn, Titian, chestnut, carroty, 
ginger 

► noun ( informal . derogatory) the war against the Reds 
Communist, socialist, left-winger, leftist, informal 
Commie, lefty 

■ In the red overdrawn, in debt, in debit, n\ 
defu it, m arrears 

■ see red ( informal ) become very angry, bee ome 
enraged, lose one’s temper, informal go mad, go 
crazv. go wild, go bananas, hit the roof, go up 
the wall, fly off the handle, blow one’s top. flip 
(one’s lid), go ballistic, Brit informal go spare, do 
one’s nut, N Amer informal flip one’s wig, blow 
one’s lid/stack 

red-blooded ► adjective manly, masculine, 
virile, macho 

redden ►verb gO'Turn red, blush, flush, col- 
our (up), bum 

redeem ► verb O one feature redeems the hook 
save, compensate for the defects of. vindicate 
©he Jully redeemed himself next time vindicate, 
free from blame, absolve ©you cannot redeem 
their sins atone for, make amends for. make 
restitution for Q redeeming sinners save, de- 
liver ftom sin, convert ©Billy redeemed hi s 
drums from the pawnbrokers retrieve, regain, re- 
cover, get back, reclaim, repossess, buy back 
Qthis voucher can be redeemed at any branch 
(give in) exchange, cash in. convert, trade in 
©they could not redeem their debts: pay off/back, 
clear, discharge, honour Qhe made no effort to 
redeem his promise fulfil, carry out, discharge, 
make good, keep (to), stick to, hold to, adhere 
to, abide by, honour 


redeeming ► adjective compensating, com- 
pensatory, extenuating, redemptive 

redemption ►noun Orel’s redemption of his 
people saving, freeing from sin, absolution 
©the redemption of their possessions retrieval, 
recovery, reclamation, repossession, return 
0 the redemption of credit vouchers exchange, 
cashing in, conversion Qthe redemption of the 
mortgage paying off/back, discharge, clearing, 
honouring Qthe redemption of his obligations 
fulfilment, carrying out, discharge, perform- 
ing. honouring, meeting 

red-handed ►adjective IN the act, with one’s 
fingers/ hand in the till, in flagrante delicto, Bat 
informal with one’s trousers down, N Amar mfor - 
mat with one’s pants down 

redolent ►adjective O names redolent of history 
evocative, suggestive, reminiscent © (poetic/ 
literary ) the uir was redolent of incense smelling of. 
scented with, fragrant with, perfumed with 

redoubtable ► adjective formidable, awe- 
inspiring, feaisomc, daunting, impressive, com- 
manding, indomitable, invincible, doughty, 
mighty 

redound ►verb Q (formal) his effort wall redound 
to his iredit contribute to. be conducive to, ic- 
sult in, lead to, have an effect, formal conduce 
to © (archaic) the consequences redounded upon 
them rfbound on, have an adverse effect on, 
backfire 

redress ►verb Q uv redressed the problem rect 
ify, correct, right, put to rights, compensate 
foi, amend, remedy, make good, resolve, settle 
©we aim to redress the balance even up. regu- 
late. equalize 

► noun v our best hope of redress compensation, rep- 
aration. restitution, recompense, repayment, 
indemnity, indemnification, retribution, satis- 
faction, justice 

reduce ►verb Qthe aim to reduce pollution 
lessen, make smallei, lower, bring down, de- 
crease, dimmish, minimize, shnnk, nanow, 
contract, shorten, axe. cut (back/down), make 
cutbac ks in, trim, slim (down), prune, informal 
chop Qhe reduced her to tears bring to. bnng 
to the point of, drive to Qhe was reduced to the 
ranks demote, downgrade, lower (in rank) 
O bread has been reduced make cheaper, lower 
the price of, ait (in price), mark down, dis- 
count, put on sale, informal slash, knock down 
-opposites increase, put up 
■ in reduced circumstances impoverished, 
in straitened circumstances, ruined, bankrupt- 
ed, poor, indigent, impecunious, in penury, 
poverty-stricken, destitute, needy, badly off, 
hard up. informal flat (broke), without two pen- 
nies to rub together, strapped foi cash; Bnt mfor - 
mal stony broke, skint, m Queer Street, N Amer 
informal stone broke, formal penurious 

reduction ►noun Qa reduction in pollution 
lessening, lowering, decrease, diminution Qa 
reduction in staff cut, cutback, scaling down, 
trimming, pruning, axing, chopping ©a reduc- 
tion in inflationary pressure' easing, lightening, 
moderation, alleviation ©a reduction in status* 
demotion, downgrading, lowering © substantial 
reductions discount, markdown, deduction, 
(price) cut, concession. 

redundancy ►noun Q redundancy in language 
superfluity, unnecessanness, excess Qredun - 
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dancies are in the offing sacking, dismissal, lay- 
off, discharge, unemployment 

redundant ►adjective ©many churches are now 
redundant unnecessary, not required, unneed- 
ed, uncalled for, surplus (to requirements), su- 
perfluous Q 2,000 workers were made redundant 
sacked, dismissed, laid off. discharged, un- 
employed, jobless, out of work 
-opposirts employed 

reef ► noun shoal, bar. sandbar, sandbank, spit, 
Scottish skerry 

reek ► vert) the whole place reeked stink, smell 
(bad), stink to high heaven 

► noun the reek oj cattle dung stink, bad smell, 
stench, malodour, Bnt informal niff, pong, whiff, 
poetic/ literary miasma 

reel ►verb Qhe reeled os the ship began to roll 
stagger, lurch, sway, rock, stumble, totter, 
wobble, falter 0we were reeling from the crisis 
be shaken, be stunned, be in shock, be 
shocked, be taken aback, be staggeied, be 
aghast, be upset ©the room reeled go round 
(and round), whnl, spin, revolve, swnl, twill 
turn, swim 

■ reel something off recite, Kittle ofl, list 
rapidly, run thiough. enumerate, detail, item- 
ize 

refer ►verb ©he rejerred to errors in the article 
mention, make reference to, allude to, touch 
on. speak of/about, talk of /about, write about, 
comment on, deal with, point out. call atten- 
tion to Qthe matter has been referred to mv in- 
surers pass, hand on'ovei, send on, tiansfei, 
remit, entrust, assign ©these figures rejer only to 
2001 apply to, be ielevant to, concern, relate 
to, be connected with, pertain to, appertain to, 
be pertinent to, have a beanng on, covei ©the 
name refers to a Saxon village denote, describe, 
indicate, mean, signify, designate ©the con- 
stable referred to his notes consult, turn to, look 
at, have recourse to 

referee ► noun © the rejeree blew his whistle um 
pire, judge, informal ref 0 include the mimes of two 
referees supporter, chaiactei witness, advocate 

► verb Qhe rejereed the game umpire, judge 0 they 
asked him to referee m the dispute arbitrate, medi- 
ate 

reference ►noun ©his journal contains many 
references to railways mention of, allusion to. 
comment on, remark about 0 references are 
given in the bibliography (information) source, 
citation, authority, credit, bibliographical data 
0 reference to a higher court referral, transfer, 
remission ©a glowing reference testimonial, 
character reference, recommendation, creden- 
tials, dated character 

■ with reference to apropos, with regard to, 
regarding, with respect to. on the subject of, 
re ( in relation to, relating to, in connection 
with 

referendum ►noun (popular) vote, plebis- 
cite. ballot, poll 

refine ►verb Q refining our cereal foods purify, 
process, treat 0 helping students to refine their 
language skills improve, perfect, polish (up), 
hone, fine-tune 

refined ►adjective © refined sugar purified, 
processed, treated 0 a refined lady cultivated, 
cultured, polished, stylish, elegant, sophisti- 
cated, urbane, polite, gracious, well mannered, 


well bred, gentlemanly, ladylike, genteel ©a 
person of refined taste discriminating, discerning, 
fastidious, exquisite, impeccable, fine 
-opposnts crude, coarse 
refinement ►noun ©the refinement of sugar 
purification, refining, processing, treatment, 
ti eating ©all writing needs endless refinement im 
provement polishing, honing, fine-tuning, 
touching up, finishing off, ievision. editing 
0 a woman of refinement style, elegance, 
finesse, polish, sophistication, uibamty, polite- 
ness, grace, graciousness, good manners, good 
breeding, gentility, cultivation, taste, discrimin- 
ation 

reflect ►verb ©the snow reflects light send 
back, throw back, cast back ©their expressions 
reflected their feelings indicate, show, display, 
demons ti ate, be evidence of. register, reveal, 
betray, disclose, express, communicate, formal 
evince ©hr reflected on his responsibilities think 
about, give thought to, considei, give consider- 
ation to, review, mull over, contemplate, cogi- 
tate about/on. meditate on, muse on, brood 
on/ovei, turn ovei in one’s mind, archaic pore 
on, rare celebrate 

■ reflect badly on discredit, disgiacc, shame, 
put in a bad light, damage, tarnish the reputa- 
tion of, give a bad name to, bring into disre- 
pute 

reflection ►noun Qthe reflection of light send 
ing back, throwing hack, casting back ©her re- 
flation in the mirror (mirror) image, likeness 
©vour hands are a reflation of your well-being- in 
dication, display, demonstration, manifest- 
ation. expression, evidence ©a sad reflection on 
society slur, aspeision, imputation, repioach, 
shame, ciiticism 0 after some reflection, he 
turned it down thought, thinking, consider- 
ation, contemplation, deliberation, pondering, 
meditation, musing, rumination, formal cogita- 
tion. rare cerebiation ©write down vour reflec- 
tions opinion, thought, view, belief, feeling, 
idea, impression, conclusion, assessment, com- 
ment, observation, lemark 
reflex ►adjective instinctive, automatic, invol- 
untary, reflexive, impulsive, intuitive, spontan- 
eous. unconscious, unconditioned, untaught, 
unlearned 

-opposnts conscious 

reform ►verb ©a plan to reform the system im 
prove, (make) better, ameliorate, refine, alter, 
make alterations to, change, adjust, make ad- 
justments to. adapt, amend, revise, reshape, re- 
fashion, redesijjn, restyle, revamp, rebuild, re- 
construct, remodel, reorganize © after his mar- 
riage he reformed mend one*s ways, change foi 
the better, turn over a new leaf, improve 
► noun the reform of the prison system improvement, 
amelioration, refinement, alteration, change, 
adaptation, amendment, revision, reshaping, 
refashioning, redesigning, restyling, revamp, 
revamping, renovation, rebuilding, reconstruc- 
tion, remodelling, reorganizing, reorganization 

refractory ►adjective ( formal) obstinate, stub- 
born, mulish, pig-headed, obdurate, head- 
strong. self-willed, wayward, wilful, perverse, 
contrary, recalcitrant, obstreperous, disobedi- 
ent, Bnt informal bloody-minded, bolshie, 
stroppy, N Amer mfomial balky, archaic contuma- 
cious, ffoward 
-opposites obedient 
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rofraln ►verb abstain, desist, hold back, stop 
oneself, forbear, avoid, eschew, shun, re- 
nounce, informal swear off, forma I forswear, ab- 
jure 

refresh ► verb O the cool air will refresh me re 
invigorate, revitalize, revive, restore, fortify, 
enliven, perk up, stimulate, freshen, energize, 
exhilarate, reanimate, wake up, revivify, in- 
spirit, blow away the cobwebs, informal buck up. 
pep up ©let me refresh your memory jog, stimu- 
late, prompt, prod Q(N Amer) l refreshed his 
glass refill, top up, replenish, recharge 
-opposites weary 

refreshing ►adjective ©a refreshing dnnk in 
vigorating, revitalizing, reviving, restoring, 
bracing, fortifying, enlivening, inspiriting, 
stimulating, energizing, exhilarating ©a re- 
freshing change of direction welcome, stimulat- 
ing, fresh, imaginative, innovative, innovatory 

refreshment ► noun o refreshments were avail- 
able in the interval food and drink, sustenance, 
provender, snacks, titbits, eatables, informal nib- 
bles, eats, grub, nosh, formal comestibles, poetic / 
literary viands, dated victuals, archaic aliment 
© spiritual refreshment invigoration, revival, 
stimulation, reanimation, revivification, reju- 
venation, regeneration, renewal 

refrigerate ►verb keep cold, cool (down), 
chill 

-opposites heat 

refuge ► noun o homeless people seeking refuge in 
subway stations shelter, protection, safety, se- 
curity, asylum, sanctuary ©u refuge for moun- 
tain gorillas sanctuary, shelter, place of safety, 
(safe) haven, sanctum, retreat, bolt-hole, hiding 
place, hideaway, hideout 

refugee ► noun displaced person, DP, fugitive, 
asylum seeker, exile, emigre, stateless person, 
Austral informal reffo 

refund ►verb ©we will refund your money if 
you’re not satisfied repay, give back, return, pay 
back ©they refunded the subscribers reimburse 
compensate, recompense. lemunerate, indem- 
nify 

► noun a full refund repayment, reimbursement, 
rebate 

refurbish ►verb renovate, recondition, re- 
habilitate, revamp, overhaul, restore, renew, 
redevelop, rebuild, reconstruct, redecorate, 
spruce up, upgrade, refit, N Amer bring up to 
code, informal do up, N Amer informal rehab 

refusal ► noun Q we had one refusal to our invita- 
tion non-acceptance, no, dissent, demurral, 
negation, turndown, regrets ©you can have first 
refusal, option, choice, opportunity to purchase 
© the refusal of planning permission withholding, 
denial, turndown 

refuse 1 ►vtrb ©he refused their invitation de 
cline, turn down, say no to, reject, spurn, re- 
buff, dismiss, send one’s regrets; informal pass 
up O the Council refused planning permission 
withhold, not grant, deny 
-opposites accept, grant 

refuse 2 ► noun piles of refuse rubbish, waste, 
debris, litter, detntus. dross; dregs, leftovers, N 
Amer garbage, trash, Austral / NZ mullock, informal 
dreck, junk. 

refute ►vtrb ©attempts to refute Einstein’s the- 
ory disprove, prove wrong/false, controvert, 


rebut, give the lie to, explode, debunk, dis- 
credit. invalidate, informal shoot full of holes, for- 
mal confute © she refuted the allegation deny, re- 
ject, repudiate, rebut, contradict, formal gainsay 

regain ►verb ©government troops regained the 
capital recover, get back, win back, recoup, 
retrieve, reclaim, repossess, take back, retake, 
recapture, reconquer ©they regained dry land 
return to, get back to, reach again, rejoin 

regal ►adjective ©a regal feast See splendid 
sense 1 ©hi s regal forebears royal, kingly, 
queenly, princely 

regale ► verb ©they were lavishly regaled enter 
tain, wine and dine, fete, feast, serve, feed 
©he regaled her with colourful stories entertain, 
amuse, divert, delight, fascinate, captivate 

regard ► verb ©we regard these results as encour- 
aging consider, look on. view, see, think of, 
judge, deem, estimate, assess, reckon, adjudge, 
rate, gauge ©he regarded her coldly look at, 
contemplate, eye. gaze at, stare at, watch, ob- 
serve. view, study, scrutinize, poetic j literary be- 
hold © (archaic) he seldom regards her advice 
heed, pay heed to, pay attention to, listen to, 
take notice of 

► noun © he has no regard for human life consider 
ation, care, concern, thought, notice, heed, at- 
tention © doctors are held in high regard es 
teem, respect, acclaim, admiration, approval, 
approbation, estimation Qfamie sends his re- 
gards best wishes, good wishes, greetings, 
kind/kindest regards, felicitations, salutations, 
respects, compliments, best, love ©his steady 
regard (fixed) look, gaze, staie, observation, 
contemplation, study, scrutiny ©m this regard 
I disagree with you respect, aspect, point, item, 
particular, detail, specific, matter, issue, topic, 
question 

■ with regard to. See regarding 

regarding ►preposition concerning, as re- 
gards, with/in regard to, with respect to. with 
reference to. relating to, respecting, re, about, 
apropos, on the subject of, in connection with, 
vis-a-vis 

regardless ► adverb he decided to go, regardless 
anyway, anyhow, in any case, nevertheless, 
nonetheless, despite everything, in spite of 
everything, even so. all the same, in any event, 
come what may, informal irregardless 

■ regardless of irrespective of, without re- 
gard to, without reference to, disregarding, 
without consideration of. discounting, ignor- 
ing, notwithstanding, no matter, informal irre- 
gardless of 

regenerate ►verb revive, revitalize, renew, 
restore, breathe new life into, revivify, rejuven- 
ate, reanimate, resuscitate, informal give a shot 
in the arm to 

regime ► noun © the former Communist regime 
(system of) government, authonties, rule, au- 
thority. control, command, administration, 
leadership ©a health regime system, arrange- 
ment, scheme, order, pattern, method, proced- 
ure, routine, course, plan, programme 

regiment ►noun the regiment was fighting in 
France unit, outfit, force, corps, division, bri- 
gade, battalion, squadron, company, platoon. 

► verb their life is strictly regimented, organize, 
order, systematize, control, regulate, manage, 
discipline 
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regimented ► adjective strictly regulated, 
organized, disciplined, controlled, ordered, sys- 
tematic. orderly 

region ►noun the western region of the country 
district, province, territory, division, area, sec- 
tion, sector, zone, belt, part, quarter, informal 
parts See list 

■ in the region of. See approximately 


Regions of the World 


Africa 

Antarctic 

Arctic 

Asia 

Australasia 
Balkans 
Baltic States 
Caribbean 
Central Africa 
Central America 
Central Asia 
Central Europe 
East Africa 
East Asia 
Eastern Europe 
East Indies 
Eurasia 
Europe 
Far East 

Indian Subcontinent 
Indochina 
Latin America 
Melanesia 


Meso-Amenca 
Middle East 
Micronesia 
New World 
North Africa 
North America 
Northern Europe 
Occident 
Oceania 
Orient 
Polynesia 
Scandinavia 
South America 
Southeast Asia 
Southern Africa 
Southern Asia 
Southern Europe 
South Pacific 
Sub-Saharan Africa 
Transcaucasia 
West Africa 
Western Europe 
West Indies 


regional ►adjective O regional variation geo 
graphical, territorial, by region 0u regional 
parliament local, localized, provincial, district, 
parochial 

-opposiies national 

register ►noun ©the register oj electors offi 
cial list, listing, roll, roster, index, directory, 
catalogue, inventory ©the parish register rec 
ord, chronicle, log. logbook, ledger, archive, 
annals, files ©the lower register of the piano 
range, ieaches, notes, octaves 

► verb Of wish to register a complaint record, put 
on record, enter, file, lodge, write down, put in 
wnting, submit, report, note, minute, log Git 
is not too late to register enrol, put one’s name 
down, enlist, sign on/up, apply Q the dial regis- 
tered a speed of 1 OOmph indicate, read, record, 
show, display O her face registered anger dis 
play, show, express, exhibit, betray, evidence, 
reveal, manifest, demonstrate, bespeak, formal 
evince © the content of her statement did not regis- 
ter make an impression, get through, sink in. 
penetrate, have an effect, strike home 

registration ► noun. See list 

regress ►verb revert, retrogress, relapse, 
lapse, backslide, slip back, detenorate, decline, 
go downhill, worsen, degenerate, get worse 
-opposites progress 

regret ► verb Q they came to regret their decision 
be sorry about, feel contnte about, feel re- 
morse about/for, be remorseful about, rue, re- 
pent (of), feel repentant about, be regretful at/ 
about. Q regretting the passing of youth mourn, 
gneve for/over, feel gnef at, weep over, sigh 


over, feel sad about, lament, sorrow for, de- 
plore 

-opposites v/elcome 

► noun Qboth players later expressed regret re 
morse, sorrow, contrition, contnteness, repent- 
ance, penitence, guilt, compunction, remorse- 
fulness. ruefulness Q please give your grand- 
mother my regrets apology, apologies, refusal 
©they left with genuine regret sadness, sorrow, 
disappointment, unhappiness, grief 
-opposms satisfaction 

regretful ►adjective sorry, remorseful, con- 
trite, repentant, rueful, penitent, conscience- 
stricken, apologetic, guilt-ridden, ashamed, 
shamefaced 

-opposites unrepentant 

regrettable ►adjective undesirable, unfortu- 
nate. unwelcome, sorry, woeful, disappointing, 
deplorable, lamentable, shameful, disgraceful 

regular ►adjective ©plant them at regular inter- 
vals uniform, even, consistent, constant, un- 
changing, unvarying, fixed ©a regular heat 
rhythmic, steady, even, uniform, constant, un- 
changing, unvarying ©the subject of regular pro- 
tests frequent, repeated, continual, recurrent, 
pei iodic, constant, perpetual, numerous 
O regular methods of business established, con- 
ventional, orthodox, proper, official, approved, 
bona fide, standard, usual, traditional, tned 
and tested ©u regular procedure methodical, 
systematic, structured, well ordered, well or- 
ganized, orderly, efficient ©his regular route to 
work usual, normal, customary, habitual, rou- 
tine, typical, accustomed, established Q[mfor- 
mal, dated) he’s a regular charmer utter, real, ab- 
solute, complete, thorough, total, out-and-out. 
perfect, N Amer full-boie, Bnt informal right, 
proper, Austral /NZ informal fair 
-opposite s erratic, occasional 

regulate ►verb ©the flow of the river has been 
regulated control, adjust, manage ©a new act 
regulating businesses supervise, police, monitor, 
check (up on), be responsible foi, control, man- 
age. direct, guide, govern 

regulation ►noun QIC regulations rule, rul- 
ing, order, directive, act. law. by-law, statute, 
edict, canon, pronouncement, dictate, dictum, 
decree, fiat, command, precept ©the regulation 
of blood sugar adjustment, control, manage- 
ment, balancing ©the regulation of financial ser- 
vices supervision, policing, superintendence, 
monitoring, inspection, control, management, 
responsibility for 

► adjective regulation dress official, prescribed, 
set, fixed, mandatory, compulsory, obligatory 
-opposites unofficial 

regurgitate ►verb ©a ruminant continually re- 
gurgitates food disgorge, bring up, archaic re- 
gorge © regurgitating facts repeat, say again, 
restate, reiterate, recite, parrot, informal trot out 

rehabilitate ► verb © efforts to rehabilitate pa- 
tients restore to normality, reintegrate, re- 
adapt, N Amer informal rehab © former dissidents 
were rehabilitated reinstate, restore, bring back, 
pardon, absolve, exonerate, forgive, formal ex- 
culpate ©rehabilitating vacant housing * recondi 
tion, restore, renovate, refurbish, revamp, over- 
haul, redevelop, rebuild, reconstruct; redecor- 
ate, spruce up, upgrade, refit, modernize; mfon 
mal do up; N Amer informal rehab 
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International Car 

Registrations 

A 

Austria 

E 

Spain 

AON 

Yemen 

EAK 

Kenya 

AFC 

Afghanistan 

EAT 

Tanzania 

AL 

Albania 

EAU 

Uganda 

AND 

Andorra 

ES 

El Salvador 

AUS 

Australia 

EC 

Ecuador 

B 

Belgium 

ET 

Egypt 

BD 

Bangladesh 

EST 

Estonia 

BOS 

Barbados 

ETH 

Ethiopia 

BC 

Bulgaria 

F 

France 

BH 

Belize 

FL 

Liechtenstein 

BIH 

Bosnia* 

FR 

Faroe Islands 


Herzegovina 

GB 

United 

BOL 

Bolivia 


Kingdom 

BR 

Brazil 

GBA 

Alderney 

BRC 

Guyana 

GBG 

Guernsey 

BRN 

Bahrain 

GBJ 

Jersey 

BRU 

Brunei 

GBM 

Isle of Man 

BUR 

Burma 

GBZ 

Gibraltar 

BS 

Bahamas 

GCA 

Guatemala 

BY 

Belarus 

GH 

Ghana 

C 

Cuba 

GR 

Greece 

CDN 

Canada 

GUY 

Guyana 

CC 

Democratic 

H 

Hungary 


Republic of 

HK 

Hong Kong 


Congo 

HKJ 

Jordan 

CH 

Switzerland 

HR 

Croatia 

Cl 

Channel islands 

1 

Italy 


and ivory 

IL 

Israel 


Coast 

IND 

India 

CL 

Sri Lanka 

IR 

Iran 

CO 

Colombia 

IRL 

Ireland 

CR 

Costa Rica 

IRQ 

Iraq 

CY 

Cyprus 

IS 

Iceland 

CZ 

Czech Republic 

J 

Japan 

D 

Germany 

JA 

Jamaica 

DK 

Denmark 

K 

Cambodia 

DY 

Benin 

KWT 

Kuwait 

DZ 

Algeria 

L 

Luxembourg 


rehearsal ► noun practice (session), trial pei- 
forma nee, read-through, run-through, informal 
dry mn 

rehearse ►verb QT rehearsed the role prepare. 
practise, read through, mn through/over, go 
over Qhe rehearsed the Vienna Philharmonic 
train, drill, prepare, coach, put someone 
through their paces © the document rehearsed all 
the arguments enumerate, list, itemize, detail, 
spell out, catalogue, recite, rattle off, restate, 
repeat, reiterate, recapitulate, go over, mn 
through, informal recap 

reign ► verb O Robert II reigned for nineteen years 
be king/queen, be monarch, be sovereign, sit 
on the throne, wear the crown, rule. © chaos 
reigned , prevail, exist, be present, be the case, 
occur, be prevalent, be current, be nfe, be ram- 
pant, be the order of the day, be m force, be in 
effect, formal obtain. 

► noun Qdurtng Henry’s reign’ rule, sovereignty, 
monarchy ©his reign as manager period in of 
fice. incumbency, managership, leadership 

reigning ► adjective O the reigning monarch rul 
ing, regnant, on the throne. © the reigning world 
champion incumbent, current, ©the reigning 
legal conventions, prevailing, existmg, current, 
usual, common, recognized, established, ac- 
cepted, popular, widespread 


LAO 

Laos 

RU 

Burundi 

LAR 

Libya 

RWA 

Rwanda 

LB 

Liberia 

S 

Sweden 

LS 

Lesotho 

SD 

Swaziland 

LT 

Latvia 

SF 

Finland 

M 

Malta 

SGP 

Singapore 

MA 

Morocco 

SK 

Slovakia 

MAL 

Malaysia 

SLO 

Slovenia 

MC 

Monaco 

SME 

Suriname 

MEX 

Mexico 

SN 

Senegal 

MS 

Mauritius 

SUD 

Sudan 

MW 

Malawi 

SYR 

Syria 

N 

Norway 

T 

Thailand 

NIC 

Nicaragua 

TG 

Togo 

NL 

Netherlands 

TN 

Tunisia 

NZ 

New Zealand 

TR 

Turkey 

P 

Portugal 

TT 

Trinidad and 

PA 

Panama 


Tobago 

PAK 

Pakistan 

U 

Uruguay 

PE 

Peru 

UA 

Ukraine 

PI 

Philippines 

USA 

United States 

PL 

Poland 


of America 

PY 

Paraguay 

V 

Vatican City 

R 

Romania 

VN 

Vietnam 

RA 

Argentina 

WAG 

Gambia 

RB 

Botswana 

WAL 

Sierra Leone 

RCA 

Central African 

WAN 

Nigeria 


Republic 

WD 

Dominica 

RCH 

Chile 

WG 

Grenada 

RF 

Russia 

WL 

St Lucia 

RH 

Haiti 

WV 

St Vincent and 

Rl 

Indonesia 


the 

RIM 

Mauntania 


Grenadines 

RL 

Lebanon 

YU 

Yugoslavia 

RM 

Madagascar 

YV 

Venezuela 

RN 

Niger 

Z 

Zambia 

RMM 

Mali 

ZA 

South Africa 

ROK 

South Korea 

ZRE 

Zaire 

RSM 

San Marmo 

ZW 

Zimbabwe 


reimburse ►verb Q they will reimburse your 
travel costs repay, refund, return, pay back 
©we’ll reimburse you compensate, recompense, 
repay 

rein ►noun there is no rein cm his behaviour re 
straint, check, curb, constraint, restriction, 
limitation, control, brake 
► verb they retned back costs restrain, check, curb, 
constrain, hold back/in, keep under control, 
regulate, restrict, control, curtail, limit 

■ free rein freedom, a free hand, leeway, lati- 
tude, flexibility, liberty, independence, free 
play, licence, room to manoeuvre, carte 
blanche 

■ keep a tight rein on exercise strict con 
trol over, regulate, discipline, regiment, keep 
in line 

reincarnation ►noun rebirth, transmigra- 
tion of the soul, metempsychosis 

reinforce ►verb Q troops reinforced the dam 
strengthen, fortify, bolster up, shore up, but- 
tress, prop up. underpin, brace, support ©re- 
inforcing links between colleges and companies’ 
strengthen, fortify, support; cement, boost, 
promote, encourage, deepen, enrich, enhance, 
intensify, improve ©the need to reinforce NATO 
troops augment, increase, add to, supplement, 
boost, top up. 
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reinforcement ► noun O the reinforcement of 
our defences, strengthening, fortification, bol- 
stering, shoring up, buttressing, bracing © re- 
inforcement of the bomber force augmentation, in- 
crease, supplementing, boosting, topping up 
0 they returned later with reinforcements addition 
al troops, fresh troops, auxiliaries, reserves, 
support, back-up, help 

reinstate ►verb restore, return to power, 
put back, bring back, reinstitute, reinstall 

reiterate ► verb repeat, say again, restate, re- 
capitulate, go over (and over), rehearse 

reject ► verb O the miners rejected the offer turn 
down, refuse, decline, say no to, spurn, informal 
give the thumbs down to Q Jamie rejected her 
rebuff, spurn, shun, snub, repudiate, cast off/ 
aside, discard, abandon, desert, turn one’s back 
on, have nothing (more) to do with, wash one’s 
hands of, informal give someone the brush-off, 
poetic /literary forsake 
-opposites accept 

► noun Oil is only a reject substandard article, 
discard, second ©what a reject t failure, loser, 
incompetent 

rejection ►noun Qa rejection of the offer re 
fusal, declining, turning down, dismissal, 
spuming 0 Madeleine’s rejection of him repudi 
ation, rebuff, spuming, abandonment, deser- 
tion, informal brush-off, poetic /literary forsaking 

rejoice ►verb O they rejoiced when she returned 
be joyful, be happy, be pleased, be glad, be de- 
lighted, be elated, be ecstatic, be etiphonc, be 
ovei^oyed, be as pleased as Punch, be cock-a- 
hoop. be jubilant, be in raptures, be beside 
oneself with joy. be delirious, be thrilled, be on 
cloud nine, be in seventh heaven, celebrate, 
make meny, informal be over the moon, be on 
top of the world. Austral informal be wrapped. 
poetic/ literary joy, archaic jubilate 0 he rejoiced in 
their success take delight, find/take pleasure, 
feel satisfaction, find joy, enjoy, revel in, glory 
m, delight in, relish, savour 
-opposites mourn 

rejoicing ► noun happiness, pleasure, joy, 
gladness, delight, elation, jubilation, exuber- 
ance, exultation, celebration, revelry, merry- 
making 

rejoin 1 ►verb the path rejoins the mam road fur- 
ther on return to. be reunited with, join again, 
reach again, regain 

rejoin 2 ► verb Eugene rejoined that you couldn’t ex- 
pect much answer, reply, respond, return, re- 
tort, riposte, counter 

rejoinder ► noun answer, reply, response, re- 
tort, riposte, counter, informal comeback 

rejuvenate ►verb revive, revitalize, regener- 
ate, breathe new life into, revivify, reanimate, 
resuscitate, refresh, reawaken, put new life 
into; informal give a shot in the arm to, pep up, 
buck up. 

relapse ►verb Qafew patients relapse get ill/ 
worse again, have/suffer a relapse, deteriorate, 
degenerate, take a turn for the worse. Qshe re - 
lapsed into silence • revert, lapse, regress, retro- 
gress, slip back, slide back, degenerate. 
-opposites improve 

► noun Qone patient suffered a relapse' deterior- 
ation, turn for the worse. 0 a relapse into alco- 
holism. decline, lapse, deterioration, degener- 
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ation, reversion, regression, retrogression, fall, 
descent, slide 

relate ► verb O he related many stones tell, re- 
count, narrate, report, chiomcle, outline, delin- 
eate, retail, recite, repeat, communicate, im- 
part 0 mortality is related to unemployment levels 
connect (with), associate (with), link (with), 
correlate (with), ally (with), couple (with) 
0 the charges relate to offences committed in August 
apply, be relevant, concern, pertain to, be per- 
tinent to, have a bearing on, appertain to, in- 
volve, archaic regard Qshe cannot relate to her 
step-father have a rapport, get on (well), feel 
sympathy, feel for, identify with, empathize 
with, understand, informal hit it off with 
related ►adjective O related ideas connected, 
interconnected, associated, linked, coupled, al- 
lied, affiliated, concomitant, corresponding, 
analogous, kindred, parallel, comparable, hom- 
ologous, equivalent ©are you two related? of 
the same family, kin, akin, kindred, consan- 
guineous. formal cognate 
-opposites unconnected 
relation ►noun Qthe relation between church 
and state connection, relationship, association, 
link, correlation, correspondence, parallel, alli- 
ance. bond, interrelation, interconnection 
©this had no relation to national security rele 
vance, applicability, reference, pertinence, 
bearing Qare you a relation of his ? relative, 
member of the family, kinsman, kinswoman, 
(relations) family, (kith and) kin, kindred 
O improving relations with India dealings, com- 
munication. relationship, connections, contact, 
interaction Q sexual relations See sex sense 1 
relationship ►noun Qthe relationship between 
diet and diabetes connection, relation, associ- 
ation, link, correlation, correspondence, paral- 
lel. alliance, bond, interrelation, interconnec- 
tion. 0 evidence of their relationship to a common 
ancestor family ties/connections, blood rela- 
tionship, kinship, affinity, consanguinity, com- 
mon ancestiy/lineage Qthe end of their relation- 
ship romance, (love) affair, love, liaison, 
amour 

relative ►adjective Qthe relative importance of 
each factor comparative, respective, compar- 
able, correlative, parallel, corresponding Qthe 
food required is relative to body weight propor- 
tionate, proportional, m proportion, commen- 
surate, corresponding ©relative ease moder 
ate, reasonable, a fair degree of, considerable, 
comparative 

► noun he's a relative of mine relation, member of 
someone’s/the" family, kinsman, kinswoman, 
(relatives) family, (kith and) kin, kindred, 
kinsfolk 

relatively ►adverb comparatively, by com- 
parison, quite, fairly, reasonably, rather, some- 
what, to a certain degree/degree, tolerably, 
passably, informal pretty, land of, sort of 
relax ► verb Qyoga is helpful in learning to relax 
unwind, loosen up, ease up/off, slow down, de- 
stress, unbend, rest, put one’s feet up, take it 
easy; informal unbutton, N Amer informal hang 
loose, chill out. ©a walk will relax you’ calm 
(down), unwind, loosen up, make less tense/ 
uptight, soothe, pacify, compose. Qhe relaxed 
his grip: loosen, loose, slacken, unclench, 
weaken, lessen. Qher muscles relaxed become 
less tense, loosen, slacken, unknot. Qthey re- 
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laxed the restrictions moderate, modify, temper, 
ease (up on), loosen, lighten, dilute, weaken, 
reduce, decrease, informal let up on 
-opposites tense, tighten 

relaxation ► noun Qa state of relaxation (men 
tal) repose, calm, tranquillity, peacefulness, 
loosening up, unwinding QI just play for relax- 
ation recreation, enjoyment, amusement, en- 
tertainment. fun, pleasure, leisure, informal R 
and R ©muscle relaxation loosening, slacken- 
ing, loosing O relaxation of censorship rules mod 
e ration, easing, loosening, lightening, allevi- 
ation. mitigation, dilution, weakening, reduc- 
tion, informal letting up 

relay ► noun a live relay of the performance 
broadcast, transmission, showing 

► verb relaying messages through a third party pass 
on, hand on, transfer, repeat, communicate, 
send, transmit, disseminate, spread, circulate 

release ►verb Qall prisoners were released 
(set) free, let go/out, allow to leave, liberate, 
set at liberty © Burke released the animal untie, 
undo, loose, let go, unleash, unfetter ©this re- 
leased staff for other duties make available, free 
(up), pul at someone’s disposal, supply, fui- 
nish, provide Oshc released Stephen from his 
promise excuse, exempt, discharge, deliver, ab- 
solve, informal let off © police released the news 
yesterday make public, make known, issue, 
break, announce, declaio, lepoit, reveal, di- 
vulge. disclose, publish, broadcast, circulate, 
communicate, disseminate Qthe Jilm has been 
released on video launch, put on the maiket, 
put on sale, bring out, make available 
-opposites imprison, tie up 

► noun Qthe release oj political prisoners freeing. 
libeiation, deliverance, freedom, liberty Qthe 
release of the news issuing, announcement, dec- 
laration. ieporting, levealing. divulging, dis- 
closure. publication, communication, dissemin- 
ation ©u press release announcement, bulletin, 
newsflash, dispatch, proclamation O the group's 
last release CD, album, single, record, video, 
film, book 

relegate ►verb downgrade, lowei (in tank/ 
status), put down, move down, demote, de- 
grade 

-opposues upgiade 

relent ►verb Qthe government finally relented 
change ones mind, do a U-turn, bdck-pedal, 
back down, give way/in, capitulate, become 
merciful, become lenient, agree to something, 
allow something, concede something. Bnt do 
an about-turn, formal accede ©the ram has re- 
lented ease (off/up), slacken, let up, abate, 
diop. die down, lessen, decrease, subside, 
weaken, tail off 

relentless ► adjective Q their relentless pursuit 
of quality persistent, continuing, constant, 
continual, continuous, non-stop, never-ending, 
unabating, interminable, incessant, unceasing, 
endless, unending, unremitting, unrelenting, 
unrelieved, unfaltering, unflagging, untinng, 
unwavering, dogged, single-minded, tireless, in- 
defatigable, formal pertinacious ©a relentless 
taskmaster harsh, gnm, cruel, severe, strict, re- 
morseless, merciless, pitiless, ruthless, unmer- 
ciful, heartless, hard-hearted, unforgiving, in- 
flexible, unbending, uncompromising, obdur- 
ate, unyielding 


relevant ►adjective pertinent, applicable, ap- 
posite. material, apropos, to the point, ger- 
mane, connected, related, linked 
reliable ►adjective Q reliable evidence depend 
able, good, well founded, authentic, valid, 
genuine, sound, true Qa reliable friend trust 
worthy, dependable, good, true, faithful, de- 
voted, steadfast, staunch, constant, loyal, 
trusty, dedicated, unfailing, truthful, honest 
Q reliable brakes dependable, safe, fail-safe ©u 
reliable jirm reputable, dependable, trust- 
worthv honest, responsible, established, 
pi oven 

-opposites untrustworthy 
reliance ►noun Q reliance on the state depend 
ence, dependency © reliance on his own judge - 
ment trust, confidence, faith, belief, convic- 
tion 

relic ►noun ©a Viking relic artefact, historical 
object, ancient object, antiquity, antique Qa 
saint’s relics remains, corpse, bones, reliquiae, 
Medicine cadaver 

relief ► noun O if was such a relief to share my 
worries reassurance, consolation, comfort, sol- 
ace © the relief of pain alleviation, alleviating, 
relieving, assuagement, assuaging, palliation, 
allaying, soothing, easing, lessening, reduction 
Q relief from her burden freedom, release, liber- 
ation, deliverance Qa little light relief respite, 
amusement, diversion, entertainment, jollity, 
jollification, recreation 0 bringing relief to the 
staning help, aid, assistance, succour, susten- 
ance. chanty, gifts, donations Qhis relief an 
rived to take over replacement, substitute, dep- 
uty. reserve, covei, stand-in, supply, locum 
(tenens), under study 
-opposites intensification 
■ throw something into relief highlight, 
spotlight, give prominence to, point up, show 
up. emphasize, bring out, stress, accent, under- 
line, underscore, accentuate 
relieve ►verb QthLs helps relieve pain allevi 
ate, mitigate, assuage, ease, dull, reduce, less- 
en, diminish Q relieving the boredom counter 
act, reduce, alleviate, mitigate, interrupt, vary, 
stop, dispel, prevent Qthe helpers relieved us 
replace, take ovei from, stand in foi, fill in 
tor, substitute foi, deputize tor, cover foi 
Ofhis relieves the teacher of a heavy load (set) 
free, release, exempt, excuse, absolve, let off, 
discharge 

-opposites aggravate 

relieved ►adjective glad, thankful, grateful, 
pleased, happy, easy/easier in one’s mind, re- 
assured 

-opposites worried 

religion ►noun faith, belief, worship, creed, 
sect, cult, church, denomination See list 
religious ►adjective Qa religious person de 
vout, pious, reverent, godly, God-feanng, 
churchgoing, practising, faithful, devoted, com- 
mitted © religious beliefs spiritual, theological, 
scriptural, doctrinal, ecclesiastical, church, 
churchly, holy, divine, sacred ©religious atten- 
tion to detail scrupulous, conscientious, me- 
ticulous, sedulous, punctilious, strict, rigorous, 
close 

-opposites atheistic, secular. 

relinquish ►verb ©he relinquished control of the 
company, renounce, give up/ away, hand over. 



723 


relish | remarkable 


Religions and Sects 

Baha'i 

Babism 

Buddhism 

Falun Gong 
Hinayana 
Lamaism 
Mahayana 
Nichiren 
Rmzai Zen 
Soka Gakkal 
Soto Zen 
Tantrlsm 
Theravada 
Tibetan Buddhism 
Zen 

Christianity 
See Christianity. 

Confucianism 

neo-Confudanism 

Hinduism 

Brahmanism 
Krishna Consciousness 
Saivism 

Shaktism/Saktism 
Shivaism/Slvaism 
Tantrism 
Vaishnavism 
Vedantism 
Vishnuism 

Islam 

Druzes 
Ismailis 
Mahdism 
Senussl 
Shia 
Sufism 
Sunni 

Wahhabism 

Jainism 

Digambara 
Svetambara 

Judaism 

Conservative Judaism 
Essenes 
Falashas 
Hasidism 


let go of ©he relinquished his post leave, resign 
from, stand down from, bow out of, give up, in- 
formal quit, chuck ©he relinquished his pipe- 
smoking • discontinue, stop, cease, give up, de- 
sist from, informal quit, leave off, kick, formal for- 
swear. ©she relinquished her grip, let go, re- 
lease, loose, loosen, relax 
-opposites retain, continue 

relish ► noun ©he dug into his food with relish 
enjoyment, gusto, delight, pleasure, glee, rap- 
ture, satisfaction, contentment, appreciation, 
enthusiasm, appetite, humorous delectation ©a 
hot relish: condiment, sauce, dressing, flavour- 
ing, seasoning, dip 


-opposites dislike 

► verb ©he was relishing his moment of glory enjoy, 
delight in, love, adore, take pleasure m, rejoice 
in. appreciate, savour, revel in. luxuriate in. 
glory in ©I don't relish the drive look forward 
to. fancy, anticipate with pleasure 

reluctance ► noun unwillingness, disinclin- 
ation, hesitation, wavenng, vacillation; doubts, 
second thoughts, misgivings, archaic disrelish 
reluctant ►adjective ©her parents were reluc- 
tant unwilling, disinclined, unenthusiastic, re- 
sistant, resisting, opposed, hesitant ©a reluc- 
tant smile shy, bashfhl, coy. diffident, reserved, 
timid, timorous ©he was reluctant to leave 
loath, unwilling, disinclined, indisposed, not 
m favour of, against, opposed to 
-opposites willing, eager 
rely ► verb ©we can rely on his discretion depend, 
count, bank, place reliance, reckon, be confi- 
dent of, be sure of, believe in, have faith in, 
trust in, informal swear by, N Amer informal figure 
on © we relv on government funding be depend 
ent, depend, be unable to manage without 

remain ►verb ©the problem will remain con 
tinue to exist, enduie, last, abide, cany on, 
persist, stay (around), pievail, survive, live on 
©he remained m hospital stay (behind/put), wait 
(around), be left, hang on, informal hang 
around/round, Bnt informal hang about, archaic 
bide ©union leaders remain sceptical continue 
to be, stay, keep, persist in being, carry on 
being ©the few minutes that remain be left 
(over), be still available, be unused, have not 
yet passed 

remainder ► noun residue, balance, remain- 
ing part/number, rest, others, those left, rem- 
nants), surplus, extra, excess, overflow, technical 
residuum 

remaining ►adjective ©the remaining workers 
residual, surviving, left (over), extra, surplus, 
spare, superfluous, excess ©hi s remaining jobs 
unsettled, outstanding, unfinished, incom- 
plete, to be done, unattended to ©my only re- 
maining memories surviving, lasting, enduring, 
continuing, persisting, abiding, (still) existing 
remains ► plural noun © the remains of her dnnk 
remainder, residue, remaining part/number, 
rest, remnant(s), technical residuum © Roman re- 
mains antiquities, relics, reliquiae ©the saint’s 
remains corpse, (dead) body, caicass, bones, 
skeleton. Medicine cadaver 

remark ►verb ©'You're quiet,’ he remarked. 
comment, say, observe, mention, reflect, state, 
declare, announce, pronounce, assert, formal 
opine ©many critics remarked on their rapport 
comment, mention, refer to, speak of, pass 
comment on © he remarked the absence 0/ police- 
men note, notice, observe, take note of, per- 
ceive. discern 

► noun ©his remarks have been misinterpreted com 
ment, statement, utterance, observation, declar- 
ation, pronouncement, ©worthy of remark, at- 
tention, notice, comment, mention, observa- 
tion, acknowledgement 

remarkable ► adjective extraordinary, excep- 
tional, amazing, astonishing, astounding, mar- 
vellous, wonderful, sensational, stunning, in- 
credible, unbelievable, phenomenal, outstand- 
ing, momentous, out of the ordinary, unusual, 
uncommon, surprising, informal fantastic, ter- 


Kabbalah 

Karaism 

Messianic Judaism 
Orthodox Judaism 
Pharisaism 
Rabblnism 
Reconstructlonlsm 
Reform Judaism 
Samaritanism 
Zionism 

Shinto 

Sikhism 

Taoism 

Zoroastrianism 

Mazdaism 

Parseeism 

OTHER 

ancestor worship 
animism 
candombte 
cargo cult 
Druidism 

Eleusinian mysteries 

Ghost Dance cult 

Hau-hauism 

Macumba 

Mithraism 

Myalism 

Neopaganism 

Orphism 

Paganism 

Pocomama 

Rastafarianism 

Ratana Church 

Sabaism 

Scientology ( trademark ) 
Shamanism 
Shango 
Spiritualism 
Subud 
Theosophy 
Totemism 
Umbanda 
Unification Church 
(‘Moomes') 

Voodoo 

Wlcca 

Yezidism 
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nfic, tremendous, stupendous, awesome, poetic/ 
literary wondrous 
-opposites ordinary 

remediable ►adjective curable, treatable, op- 
erable, solvable, reparable, rectifiable, resolv- 
able 

-opposites incurable 

remedy ►noun Q herbal remedies treatment, 
cure, medicine, medication, medicament, drug, 
archaic physic ©a remedy for all kinds of problems 
solution, answer, cure, antidote, curative, nos- 
trum, panacea, cui e-all, informal magic bullet 
► verb Q remedying the situation put/set right, 
put/set to rights, right, rectify, solve, sort out, 
straighten out, resolve, correct, repair, mend, 
make good ©anaemia can be remedied by iron 
tablets cure, treat, heal, make better, relieve, 
ease, alleviate, palliate 

remember ► verb Q remembering happy times 
recall, call to mind, recollect, think of, remin- 
isce about, look back on, archaic bethink oneself 
of ©tan you remember all that/ memorize, com- 
mit to memory, retain, learn off by heart 
©you must remember she's only Jive bear/keep in 
mind, be mindful of the fact, take into account, 
take into consideiation © remember to feed the 
i at be sure, be certain, mind that you. make 
sure that you 0 remember me to Alice send 
ones best wishes to, send one’s regards to. 
give one’s love to, send one’s compliments to, 
say hello to 0 the nation remembered those who 
gave their lives commemorate, pay tribute to. 
honour, salute, pay homage to ©she remem- 
bered them in her will bequeath something to, 
leave something to, bestow something on 
-opposites forget 

remembrance ► noun O an expression of re- 
membrance recollection, reminiscence, re- 
membering, recalling, recollecting, reminis- 
cmg ©she smiled at the remembrance • memory, 
recollection, reminiscence, thought ©we sold 
poppies in remembrance commemoration, mem- 
ory, recognition^© a remembrance of my father 
memento, reminder, keepsake, souvenir, me- 
morial. token 

remind ►verb ©I left a note to remind him jog 
someone’s memory, help someone remember, 
prompt ©the song reminded me of my sister 
make one think of, cause one to remember, put 
one in mind of, bnng/call to mind, evoke 
reminder ►noun prompt, prompting, aide 
memoire 

reminisce ►verb remember (with pleasure), 
cast one’s mind back to, look back on, be nos- 
talgic about, recall, recollect, reflect on. call to 
mind 

reminiscences ►plural noun memories, re- 
collections. reflections, lemembrances 
reminiscent ►adjective similar to, compar- 
able with, evocative of, suggestive of, redolent 
of. 

remiss ►adjective negligent, neglectful, irre- 
sponsible, careless, thoughtless, heedless, lax. 
slack, sloppy, slipshod, lackadaisical, N Amer 
derelict, formal delinquent. 

-opposites careful 

remission ►noun Qthe remission of all fees' 
cancellation, setting aside, suspension, revoca- 
tion, formal abrogation ©the cancer is in remis- 
sion respite, abeyance, ©the wind howled with- 


out remission respite, lessening, abatement, eas- 
ing, decrease, reduction, diminution, dying 
down, slackening, lull, informal let-up ©the re- 
mission of sins forgiveness, pardoning, absolu- 
tion. exoneration, formal exculpation 

remit ►verb ©the fines were remitted cancel, 
set aside, suspend, revoke, formal abrogate ©re- 
mitting duties to the authorities send, dispatch, 
forward, hand over, pay ©the case was remitted 
to the Court of Appeal pass (on), refer, send on, 
transfer © (rare) we remitted all further discussion 
postpone, defer, put off/back, shelve, delay, 
suspend, N Amer table, informal put on the back 
burner, put on ice 0 remitting their sins par 
don, forgive, excuse © (archaic) the fever remitted 
diminish, lessen, decrease, ease (up), abate, 
moderate, subside 

► noun that is outside hts remit area of responsi 
bility, sphere, orbit, scope, ambit, province, 
brief, instructions, orders, informal bailiwick 

remittance ►noun ©send the form with your 
remittance payment, money, fee, cheque, formal 
monies ©a monthly remittance allowance, 
sum of money 

remnant ► noun © the remnants of the picnic re 
mains, remainder, leftovers, residue, rest, tech- 
nical residuum © remnants of cloth scrap, piece, 
bit, fragment, shred, offeut, oddment 

remonstrate ►verb ©Tm not a child V he rem- 
onstrated protest, complain, expostulate, 
argue with, take issue with ©we remonstrated 
against this proposal object strongly to. com- 
plain vociferously about, protest against, argue 
against, oppose strongly, make a fuss about, 
challenge, deplore, condemn, denounce, criti- 
cize, informal kick up a fuss/stink about 

remorse ►noun contrition, deep regret, re- 
pentance, penitence, guilt, compunction, re- 
morsefulness. ruefulness, contnteness, pangs 
of conscience 

remorseful ►adjective sorry, full of regret, 
regretful, contrite, repentant, penitent, guilt- 
ndden, conscience-stricken, guilty, chastened, 
self-reproachful 
-opposites unrepentant 

remorseless ►adjective ©heartless, piti- 
less, merciless, ruthless, callous, cruel, hard- 
hearted. inhumane, unmerciful, unforgiving, 
unfeeling © remorseless cost-cutting relentless. 
unrelenting, unremitting, unabating, inexor- 
able, unstoppable 
-opposites compassionate 

remote ► adjective © areas remote from hospitals 
faraway, distant, far (off), far removed ©a re- 
mote mountain village isolated, out of the way, 
off the beaten track, secluded, lonely, in the 
back of beyond, godforsaken, inaccessible, N 
Amer in the backwoods, lonesome, Austral /A/2 in 
the backblocks, in the booay, informal in the 
sticks, in the middle of nowhere, N Amer infor- 
mal in the tall timbers; Austral /NZ informal beyond 
the black stump; archaic unapproachable 
©events remote from modem times, irrelevant 
to, unrelated to, unconnected to, unconcerned 
with, not pertinent to. immaterial to, unassoci- 
ated with; foreign to, alien to ©a remote possi- 
bility unlikely, improbable, implausible, doubt- 
ful, dubious; feint. slight, slim, small, slender, 
©she seems very remote: aloof, distant, de- 
tached, withdrawn, reserved, uncommunica- 
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tive, unforthcommg. unapproachable, unre- 
sponsive, unfriendly, unsociable, introspective, 
introverted, informal stand-offish 
-opposites close, central 

removal ►noun Qthe removal of heavy artillery 
taking away, moving, carrying away Qhis re - 
moval from office dismissal, ejection, expulsion, 
ousting, displacement, deposition, N Amer oust- 
er, informal sacking, firing ©the removal of cus- 
toms harriers withdrawal, elimination, taking 
away Qthe removal of errors deletion, elimin- 
ation, erasing, effacing, obliteration Qthe re- 
moval of weeds uprooting, eradication Qthe re- 
moval of old branches cutting off, chopping off, 
hacking off ©her removal to France move, 
transfer, relocation Q the removal of a rival kill 
ing, murder, elimination, informal liquidation 
-opposites installation 

remove ►verb ©remove the plug detach, un- 
fasten, pull out, take out, disconnect ©she re- 
moved the lid take off, undo, unfasten © he re- 
moved a note pom his wallet take out, produce, 
bnng out, get out. pull out, withdraw Q police 
removed boxes of documents take away, carry 
away, move, transport, confiscate, informal cart 
off Q Sheila removed the mud clean off, wash 
off, wipe off, nnse off, scrub off, sponge out 
Q Henry removed his coat take off, pull off, slip 
out of, Bnt informal peel off ©he was removed 
from his post dismiss, discharge, get nd of, dis- 
lodge. displace, expel, oust, depose, informal 
sack, fire, kick out, boot out, Bnt informal turf 
out Qtax relief was removed withdraw, abolish, 
eliminate, get nd of. do away with, stop, cut, 
axe © Gabriel remoi'ed two words delete, erase, 
rub out, cross out. stnke out. score out 
<D weeds have to be removed uproot, pull out, 
eiadicate <D removing branches cut off, chop 
off. lop off. hack off © (dated) he removed to Fd- 
inburgh move (house), relocate, transfer, emi- 
grate, Bnt informal up sticks, N Amer informal pull 
up stakes ©the mobsters removed their enemies 
See kill verb sense 1 
-opposites attach, insert, replace 
► noun it is impossible , at this remove, to reconstruct 
the accident distance, space of time, interval 

removed ►adjective distant, remote, discon- 
nected, unrelated, unconnected, alien, foreign 
remunerate ►verb PAY, reward, reimburse, 
recompense 

remuneration ►noun payment, pay, salary, 
wages, earnings, fee(s), reward, recompense, re- 
imbursement, formal emolument(s) 

remunerative ► adjective lucrative, well 
paid, financially rewarding, profitable 

renaissance ►noun revival, renewal, resur- 
rection, reawakening, re-emergence, rebirth, 
reappearance, resurgence, regeneration, formal 
renascence 

rend ►verb tear/rip apart, tear/np in two, 
split, rupture, sever; poeticl literary tear/np asun- 
der, sunder, rare dissever, archaic nve 

render ►verb Q her Jury rendered her speechless 
make, cause to be/become, leave © rendering 
assistance, give, provide, supply, furnish, con- 
tnbute; offer, proffer ©the invoices rendered by 
the accountants ■ send in, present, submit ©the 
jury rendered their verdict * deliver, return, hand 
down. give, announce. Q paintings rendered in 
vivid colours’ paint, draw, depict, portray, repre- 


sent. execute, poetic/ literary limn ©she rendered 
all three verses perform, sing Qthe characters 
are vividly rendered act, perform, play, depict, 
interpret Qthe phrase was rendered into English 
translate, put, express, rephrase, reword 
©he rendered up the stolen money give back, re- 
turn, restore, pay back, repay, hand over, give 
up, surrender © the fat can be rendered melt 
down, clarify 

rendezvous ►noun Edward was late for their 
rendezvous meeting, appointment, assignation, 
informal date, poetic /literary tryst 

► verb the bar where they had agreed to rendezvous 
meet, come together, gather, assemble 

rendition ►noun Qour rendition of Beethoven's 
Fifth performance, rendering, interpretation, 
presentation, execution, delivery ©the artist’s 
rendition of Adam and Fve depiction, portrayal, 
representation ©an interpreter's rendition of the 
message translation, interpretation, version 
renegade ► noun o he was denounced as a rene- 
gade traitor, defector, desertei, turncoat, 
rebel, mutineer, rare tergiversator © (archaic) a 
religious renegade apostate, heretic, dissenter, 
archaic recreant 

► adjective Q renegade troops treacherous, trai- 
torous, disloyal, treasonous, rebel, mutinous 
Qa renegade monk apostate, heietic, heretical, 
dissident, archaic recreant 

-otposiies loyal 

renege ►verb default on, fail to honour, go 
back on. break, back out of. withdraw from, re- 
tieat from, welsh on, backtrack on. break one’s 
word/pioinise 
-opposites honour 

renew ►verb ©/ renewed my search resume, ie- 
turn to, take up again, come back to, begin 
again, start again, leslart. recommence, con- 
tinue (with), cany on (with) Qthey renewed 
their vow’s reaffirm, reassert, repeat, reiterate, 
i estate © something to renew her interest in life 
revive, regenerate, revitalize, reinvigorate, re- 
store, resuscitate, breathe new life into, archaic 
renovate © the hotel was completely renewed 
renovate, restore, refurbish, modernize, over- 
haul. redevelop, rebuild, reconstruct, remodel, 

N Amer bnng something up to code, informal do 
up, N Amer informal rehab 0 they renewed Jackie’s 
contract extend, prolong 0 1 renewed my supply 
of toilet paper replenish, restock, resupply, top 
up, leplace 

renewal ► noun O the renewal of our friendship 
resumption, recommencement, re-establish- 
ment, continuation Qspirttual renewal regen 
eration, revival, reinvigoration, revitalization, 
archaic renovation ©the renewal of older urban 
areas renovation, restoration, modernization, 
reconditioning, overhauling, redevelopment, 
rebuilding, reconstruction 
renounce ►verb © Edward renounced his claim 
to the throne give up, relinquish, abandon, abdi- 
cate, surrender, waive, forego, Law disclaim, for- 
mal abnegate © Hungary renounced the agreement’ 
reject, refuse to abide by. repudiate ©she re- 
nounced her family repudiate, deny, reject, aban- 
don, wash one’s hands of, turn one’s back on, 
disown, spurn, shun, poetic/ literary forsake ©he 
renounced alcohol abstain from, give up, desist 
from, refrain from, keep off, eschew; informal , 
quit, pack in, lay off, formal forswear. 

-opposites assert, accept 
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■ renounce the world become a recluse. 
turn one’s back on society, cloister oneself, 
hide oneself away 

ronovate ►verb modernize, restore, refurbish, 
revamp, recondition, rehabilitate, overhaul, re- 
develop, update, upgrade, refit, N Amer bring 
something up to code, informal do up, N Amer in - 
formal rehab 

renown ►noun FAME, distinction, eminence, 
pre-eminence, prominence, repute, reputation, 
prestige, acclaim, celebrity, notability 
renowned ► adjactlve famous, celebrated, 
famed, eminent, distinguished, acclaimed, il- 
lustrious, pre-eminent, prominent, great, es- 
teemed, of note, of repute, well known, well 
thought of 

-oppositfs unknown 

rent 1 ► noun / can't afford to pay the rent hire 
charge, rental 

► verb Qshe rented a car hire, lease, charter 
©why don’t you rent it out? let (out), lease (out), 
hire (out), sublet, sublease 

rent 2 ► noun ©the rent in his trousers rip, tear, 
split, hole, slash, slit ©a vast rent in the moun- 
tains gorge, chasm, fault, nft, fissure, crevasse 
renunciation ►noun Olh'nry’s renunciation of 
his throne relinquishment, giving up, abandon- 
ment, abdication, surrender, waiving, fore- 
going, Law disclaimer, rare abnegation ©his re 
nunciation of luxury abstention, refraining, 
going without, giving up. eschewal, formal for- 
swearing © their renunciation of terrorism re 
pudiation, rejection, abandonment 
reorganize ► verb restructure, change, 
alter, adjust, transform, shake up. rationalize, 
rearrange, reshape, overhaul 

repair 1 ► verb Q the car was repaired mend, fix 
(up), put/set right, restore (to working ordei), 
overhaul, service, informal patch up ©they re- 
paired the costumes mend, dam, informal patch up 
0 repairing relations with other countries put 'set 
right, mend, fix, straighten out, improve, infor- 
mal patch up ©she sought to repair the wrong she 
had done' rectify, make good, (put) nghr. cor- 
rect, make up for, make amends for. make rep- 
aration for 

► noun Qin need of repair restoration, fixing 
(up), mending, renovation, archaic reparation 
©an invisible repair mend, dam ©in good re- 
pair condition, working order, state, shape, 
fettle, Bnt informal nick 

■ beyond repair irreparable, irreversible, ir- 
retrievable, irremediable, irrecoverable, past 
hope 

repair 2 ►verb ( format) we repaired to the sitting 
room go to, head for, adjourn, wend one’s 
way; formal remove, poetic/ literary betake oneself 
reparable ►adjective rectifiable, remediable, 
curable, restorable, recoverable, retrievable, 
salvageable 

reparation ► noun amends, restitution, re- 
dress, compensation, recompense, repayment, 
atonement 

repartee ►noun banter, badinage, bantering, 
raillery, witticism(s), ripostes, sallies, quips, 
joking, jesting, chaff, chaffing, formal persiflage 
repast ► noun (formal) meal, feast, banquet; infor- 
mal spread, feed, bite (to eat); Bnt Informal nosh- 
up; formal collation, poetic /literary refection 


repay ► verb O repaying customers who have been 
cheated reimburse, refund, pay back/off. rec- 
ompense, compensate, indemnify ©the grants 
have to be repaid pay back, return, refund, re- 
imburse ©i’d like to repay her generosity recip 
rocate, return, requite, recompense, reward 
© interesting books that would repay further study 
be well worth, be worth one’s while 

repayment ► noun O the repayment of tax re 
fund, reimbursement, paying back © repay- 
ment for all they have done recompense, reward, 
compensation 

repeal ►verb the Act was repealed revoke, re- 
scind, cancel, icveise, annul, nullify, declare 
null and void, quash, abolish, Law vacate, formal 
abrogate, archaic recall 
-opposites enact 

► noun the repeal of the law revocation, rescind- 
ing, cancellation, icversal, annulment, nullifi- 
cation, quashing, abolition, formal abrogation, ar- 
chaic recall 

repeat ►verb ©she repeated her story say 
again, restate, reiterate, go/run through again, 
recapitulate, informal recap © children can repeat 
large chunks of text recite, quote, parrot, regui- 
gitate, informal Hot out © Steele was muted to re- 
peat his work do again, redo, replicate, dupli- 
cate ©the episodes were repeated rebroadcast. 
icrun, reshow 

► noun © a repeat of the previous year’s final repeti 
tion, duplication, icplication, duplicate © re- 
peats of his TV show rerun, rcbroadcast, 
ieshowing 

■ repeat Itself reoccur, recur, occur again, 
happen again 

repeated ►adjective recurrent, fiequent. per- 
sistent, continual, incessant, constant, regular, 
periodic, numeious, (very) many, a great many 
-opposites occasional 

repeatedly ►adverb frequently, often, again 
and again, over and over (again), time and 
(time) again, many times, many a time, persist- 
ently, recurrently, constantly, continually, 
regularly, N Amer oftentimes, informal 24-7, 
poetic /literary oft, oft-times 

repel ► verb © the rebels were repelled fight off, 
repulse, drive back/away, force back, beat 
back, push back, hold off ward off, keep at 
bay, Bnt see off, archaic rebut ©the coating mil 
repel water be impervious to, be impermeable 
to, keep out, resist Q the thought of kissing him 
repelled me revolt, disgust, repulse, sicken, 
nauseate, turn someone’s stomach, be repul- 
sive, be distasteful, be repugnant; informal turn 
off, N Amer informal gross out 

repellent ►adjective ©a repellent stench re 
volting, repulsive, disgusting, repugnant, sick- 
ening, nauseating, stomach-turning, nauseous, 
vile, nasty, foul, horrible, awful, dreadful, ter- 
rible, obnoxious, loathsome, offensive, objec- 
tionable, abhorrent, despicable, reprehensible, 
contemptible, odious, hateful, execrable, N 
Amer . vomitous, informal ghastly, homd, gross, 
yucky, leky, poetic /literary noisome, archaic disgust- 
ful. ©a repellent coating * impermeable, impervi- 
ous, resistant; -proof 
-opposites delightful. 

repent ►verb feel remorse, regret, be sorry, 
rue, reproach oneself, be ashamed, feel con- 
trite, be penitent, be remorseful, be repentant 
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repentance ► noun remorse, contrition, 
contnteness, penitence, regret, ruefulness, 
remorsefulness, shame, guilt, archaic me 
repentant ► adjective penitent, contnte, re- 
gretful , rueful, remorseful, apologetic, chas- 
tened, ashamed, shamefaced 
-opposites impenitent 

repercussion ► noun Qpolitical repercussions 
consequence, result, effect, outcome, reverbei- 
ation, backlash, aftermath, fallout 0 (archaic) u 
vicious repercussion reverberation, recoil, kick- 
back 

repertoire ►noun collection, stock, range, 
lepeitory, reserve, stole, repository, supply 
repetition ► noun Qthe statistics hear repetition 
reiteration, repeating, restatement, retelling 
Qthe repetition the of words repeating, echoing, 
parroting ©a repetition of the scene in the kitchen 
recurrence, reoccurrence, rerun, xepcat 
O there is some repetition repetitiousness, re 
petitiveness, redundancy, tautology 
repetitious ► adjective repetitious work Set’ re 
petitive 

repetitive ►adjective monotonous, tedious, 
bonng, humdrum, mundane, dreary, tiresome, 
unvaried, unchanging, unvarying, lecuncnt, 
recurring, repeated, repetitious, routine, mech 
anical, automatic 

rephrase ►verb reword, put m other words, 
express differently, paraphrase 
repine ►verb (poetic/ literary) fret, be/feel un 
happy, mope, eat one's heart our. brood, lam- 
ent grieve, mourn, sonow, pine 
replace ►verb O Adam replaced the receiver put 
back, return, restore 0a new ihairman came in 
to replace him take the place of. succeed, take 
over from, supeisede, stand in for, substitute 
for, deputize foi, cover for, relieve, informal step 
into someone’s shoes/boots Qshe replaced the 
spoon with a fork substitute, exchange, change, 
swap 

— opposi i es remove 

replacement ►noun Q we have to find a re- 
placement successor, substitute, stand-in, 
locum, relief, cover Qthe wiring was m need of 
replacement renewal, replacing 
replenish ►verb Qshe replenished their glasses 
refill, top up, fill up, recharge, N Amer fresh- 
en 0 their supplies were replenished stock up, re- 
stock, restore, replace 
-opposites empty, exhaust 
replete ► adjective O the guests were replete 
well fed, sated, satiated, full (up), glutted, 
gorged, informal stuffed 0 a sumptuous environ- 
ment replete with antiques filled, full, well 
stocked, well supplied, crammed, packed, 
jammed, teeming, overflowing, bursting, infor- 
mal jam-packed, chock-a-block 
replica ► noun Qis it real or a replica 7 (carbon) 
copy, model, duplicate, reproduction, replica- 
tion, dummy, imitation, facsimile Qa replica of 
her mother, perfect likeness, double, lookalike, 
(living) image, twin, clone, informal spitting 
image, (dead) nnger 

replicate ►vorb COPY, reproduce, duplicate, 
recreate, repeat, perforin again, clone 
reply ►varb Q Rachel didn’t reply answer, re- 
spond, come back, write back Qhe replied de- 
fensively respond, answer, rejoin, retort, ri- 


poste, counter, come back 

► noun he waited for a reply answer, response, re- 
joinder. retort, nposte; informal comeback 

report ► verb O the government reported a fall in 
inflation announce, describe, give an account 
of, detail, outline, communicate, divulge, dis- 
close, reveal, make public, publish, broadcast, 
proclaim, publicize 0the newspapers reported on 
the scandal investigate, look into, inquire into, 
write about, cover, describe, give details of. 
commentate on ©/ reported him to the police in 
form on, tattle on, informal shop, tell on. squeal 
on. rat on, peach on, Bnt informal grass on Q Ju- 
liet reported for duty present oneself, arrive, 
turn up. clock in, sign in, Bnt clock on. N Amer 
punch in. informal show up 

► noun 0 a full report on the meeting account, re- 
view, record, description, statement, transac- 
tions, pioceedings, transcnpts, minutes 0 re- 
ports of drug dealing news, information, word, 
intelligence, poetic/ literary tidings © newspaper re- 
ports story, account, article, piece, item, col- 
umn, featuie, bulletin, dispatch Q(Bnt) a school 
report assessment, evaluation, appraisal, N 
Amer report caid © reports of his imminent resig- 
nation rumour, whisper, informal buzz, archaic 
bruit Qthe report of a gun bang, blast, crack, 
shot, gunshot, explosion, boom 0 (archaic) of 
good report See reputai ion 

reporter ► noun journalist, correspondent, 
newspaperman, newspaperwoman newsman, 
newswoinan, columnist, Bnt pressman. N Amer 
legman, wireinan, Austral roundsman, informal 
news hound, hack stringer, journo, N Amer in- 
formal newsy 

repose ►noun Qa face in repose rest, relax- 
ation. inactivity, sleep, slumber Qthey found 
true repose peace (and quiet), peacefulness, 
quiet, quietness, calm, tranquillity ©he lost his 
repose composure, serenity, equanimity, poise, 
self-possession, aplomb 

► verb O the diamond reposed on a bed of velvet lie, 
rest, be placed, be situated 0 (poetic/ literary) the 
trust he had reposed in her put, place, invest, en- 
trust 0 the beds where we reposed lie (down), re- 
cline, rest, sleep, poetic/ literary slumber 

repository ►noun store, storehouse, deposi- 
tory, reservoir, bank, cache, treasury, hind, 
mine 

reprehensible ► adjective deplorable, dis- 
graceful, discreditable, despicable, blame- 
worthy. culpable, wrong, bad, shameful, dis- 
honourable, objectionable, opprobrious, repug- 
nant, inexcusable, unforgivable, indefensible, 
unjustifiable, 'criminal, sinful, scandalous, ini- 
quitous, formal exceptionable 
-opposites praiseworthy 
represent ►verb Qa character representing a 
single quality symbolize, stand for, personify, 
epitomize, typify, embody, illustrate 0the ini- 
tials which represent her qualification, stand for, 
designate, denote, poetic /literary betoken 
QHathor is represented as a woman with cow's 
horns depict, portray, render, picture, delin- 
eate, show, illustrate, poetic /literary limn Qhe 
represented himself as the owner of the factory de 
scribe as, present as, profess to be, claim to 
be, pass oneself off as, pose as, pretend to be 
Q ageing represents a threat to one’s independence 
constitute, be, amount to, be regarded as. Qa 
panel representing a cross section of the public be a 
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typical sample of, be representative of, typify 
©his solicitor represented him in court appear 
for, act for, speak on behalf of Qthe Queen 
was represented by Lord Lewin deputize for, sub- 
stitute for, stand in for Q (formal) I represented 
the case as I saw it point out, state, present, put 
forward © (formal) the vendors represented that 
the information was accurate claim, maintain, 
state, affirm, contend, rare asseverate. 

representation ►noun Q Rossetti's representa - 
tion of women, portrayal, depiction, delinea- 
tion, presentation, rendition 0 representations 
of the human form likeness, painting, drawing, 
picture, illustration, sketch, image, model, fig- 
ure, figunne, statue, statuette 0 (formal) making 
representations to the council statement, depos- 
ition, allegation, declaration, exposition, re- 
port. protestation 

representative ►adjective Qa representative 
sample typical, prototypical, characteristic, il- 
lustrative, archetypal 0 a female figure represen- 
tative of Britain symbolic, emblematic ©repre- 
sentative government elected, elective, demo- 
cratic, popular 

-opposites atypical, totalitarian 

► noun Qa representative of the Royal Society 
spokesperson, spokesman, spokeswoman, 
agent, official, mouthpiece 0 a sales representa- 
tive (commercial) traveller, (travelling) sales- 
man, saleswoman, agent, informal rep, N Amor in- 
formal drummer ©the Cambodian representative 
at the UN delegate, commissioner, ambas- 
sador. attach^, envoy, emissary, charge d'af- 
faires. deputy ©our representatives m parliament 
Member (of Parliament), MP, councillor. N 
Amer Member of Congress, senator ©he acted 
as his father's representative deputy, substitute, 
stand-in. proxy Qfossil representatives of lam- 
preys example, specimen, exemplar, exemplifi- 
cation 

repress ► verb O the rebellion was repressed ■ sup 
press, quell, quash, subdue, put down, crush, 
extinguish, stamp out, defeat, conquer, rout, 
overwhelm, contain 0 the peasants were re - 
pressed oppress, subjugate, keep down, rule 
with a rod of iron, intimidate, tyrannize, crush 
© these emotions may well be repressed restrain. 
hold back/in, keep back, suppress, keep in 
check, control, keep under control, curb, stifle, 
bottle up, informal button up. keep the lid on 

repressed ► adjective O a repressed country op 
pressed, subjugated, subdued, tyrannized 
0 repressed feelings restrained, suppressed, 
held back/in, kept in check, stifled, pent up, 
bottled up © emotionally repressed inhibited, 
frustrated, restrained, informal uptight, hung up 
-opposites democratic, uninhibited 

repression ►noun ©the repression of the pro- 
tests suppression, quashing, subduing, crush- 
ing, stamping out 0 political repression oppres- 
sion. subjugation, suppression, tyranny, despot- 
ism, authoritarianism ©the repression of sexual 
urges restraint, restraining, holding back, 
keeping back, suppression, keeping m check, 
control, keeping under control, stifling, bot- 
tling up. 

repressive ►adjactive oppressive, authoritar- 
ian, despotic, tyrannical, dictatorial, fascist, 
autocratic, totalitarian, undemocratic 

reprieve ►verb ©she was reprieved : grant a 
stay of execution to, pardon, spare, grant an 


amnesty to, amnesty, informal let off (the hook). 
archaic respite Qthe project has been reprieved 
save, rescue, informal take off the hit list 

► noun a last-minute reprieve stay of execution, re- 
mission, pardon, amnesty, US Law continuance, 
informal let-off 

reprimand ►verb he was publicly reprimanded' 
rebuke, admonish, chastise, chide, upbraid, re- 
prove, reproach, scold, berate, take to task, 
lambaste, give someone a piece of one’s mind, 
haul over the coals, lecture, criticize, censure, 
informal tell off, give someone a telling-off, give 
someone a talking-to, dress down, give some- 
one a dressing-down, give someone an earful, 
give someone a roasting, rap over the 
knuckles, slap someone’s wrist, bawl out, pitch 
into, lay into, lace into, blast. Bnt informal tick 
off, carpet, tear off a stnp, give someone what 
for, give someone a wigging, give someone a 
rocket, give someone a rollicking, N Amer infor- 
mal chew out, ream out, Austral informal monster, 
formal castigate, dated give someone a rating, rare 
reprehend, objurgate 
-opposites praise 

► noun they received a severe reprimand rebuke, re- 
proof, admonishment, admonition, reproach, 
reproval, scolding, upbraiding, censure, informal 
telling-off, rap over the knuckles, slap on the 
wnst, flea in one’s ear, dressing-down, earful, 
roasting, tongue-lashing, Bnt informal tickmg-off, 
carpeting, wigging, rocket, lollicking, formal cas- 
tigation, dated rating 

-opposites commendation 

reprisal ► noun retaliation, counter-attack, 
comeback, revenge, vengeance, retribution, re- 
quital, informal a taste of one’s own medicine 

reproach ► verb Albert reproached him for bang 
late See reprimand verb 

► noun © an expression of reproach See reprimand 
noun ©this party is a reproach to British politics 
disgrace, discredit, source of shame, blemish, 
stain, blot, poetic /literary smnch 

■ beyond/above reproach perfect, blame- 
less, above suspicion, without fault, faultless, 
flawless, irreproachable, exemplary, impec- 
cable, immaculate, unblemished, spotless, un- 
tarnished. stainless, unsullied, whiter than 
white, informal squeaky clean 

reproachful ►adjective disapproving, reprov- 
ing, critical, censorious, disparaging, withering, 
accusatory, admonitory, formal castigatory 
-opposites approving 

reprobate ► noun a hardened reprobate rogue, 
rascal, scoundrel, miscreant, good-for-nothmg, 
villain, wretch, rake, degenerate, libertine, de- 
bauchee, informal, dated rotter, bounder, dated 
cad, archaic blackguard, knave, rapscallion, 
scapegrace 

► adjective reprobate behaviour unprincipled, bad, 
roguish, wicked, rakish, shameless, immoral, 
degenerate, dissipated, debauched, depraved, 
archaic knavish 

► verb (archaic) they reprobated his conduct: criticize. 
condemn, censure, denounce 

reproduce ►veib ©each artwork is reproduced 
in colour, copy, duplicate, replicate; photocopy, 
xerox, photostat, print, ©this work has not been 
reproduced in other laboratories' repeat, replicate, 
recreate, redo; simulate, imitate, emulate, mir- 
ror, mimic ©some animals reproduce prolificaUy: 
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breed, produce offspring, procreate, propagate, 
multiply 

reproduction ►noun Q colour reproduction 
copying, duplication, duplicating, photocopy- 
ing, xeroxing, photostatting, printing ©a re- 
production of the original print, copy, reprint, 
duplicate, facsimile, carbon copy, photocopy, 
trademark Xerox © the process of reproduction 
breeding, procreation, multiplying, propaga- 
tion 

reproductive ►adjective generative, procre- 
ative, propagative, sexual, genital 

reproof ►noun rebuke, reprimand, reproach, 
admonishment, admonition, disapproval, cen- 
sure, criticism, condemnation, informal telling- 
off. dressing down, Bnt informal ticking-off, dated 
rating 

reprove ►verb reprimand, rebuke, reproach, 
scold, admonish, chastise, chide, upbraid, be- 
rate, take to task, haul over the coals, criticize, 
censure, informal tell off, give someone a telling- 
off, give someone a talking-to, dress down, give 
someone a dressing-down, give someone an 
earful, give someone a roasting, rap over the 
knuckles, slap someone’s wrist, Bnt informal utk 
off, carpet, tear off a strip, give someone a 
rocket, give someone a rollicking, formal casti- 
gate, dated give someone a rating, rare repie- 
hend. objurgate 
reptile ► noun See list 

—related terms saurian, -saur, -saunis, 
herpeto- 

reptilian ►adjective Q reptilian species reptile, 
reptile-like, saurian, cold-blooded ©u reptilian 
smirk unpleasant, distasteful, nasty, disagree- 
able. unattractive, oft putting, horrible, hornd, 
unctuous, ingratiating, oily, oleaginous, informal 
smarmy, slimy, creepy 

repudiate ►verb ©she repudiated communism 
reject, renounce, abandon, give up, turn one's 
back on, disown, cast off', lay aside, formal for- 
swear, abjure, poetic/ literary forsake QCranham 
repudiated the allegations deny, refute, contra- 
dict. controvert, rebut, dispute, dismiss, brush 
aside, formal gainsay © Egypt repudiated the 
treaty cancel, i evoke, rescind, reverse, over- 
rule, overturn, invalidate, nullify, disregard, 
flout, renege on, Law disaffirm, formal abrogate 
-opposites embrace, confirm 
repudiation ► noun o the repudiation of one's 
religion rejection, renunciation, abandonment, 
forswearing, giving up, rare abjuration. © his re- 
pudiation of the allegations denial, refutation, re- 
buttal. rejection ©a repudiation of the contract 
cancellation, revocation, rescindment, rever- 
sal, invalidation, nullification. Law disaffirm- 
ation, formal abrogation 

repugnance ►noun revulsion, disgust, ab- 
horrence. repulsion, loathing, hatred, detest- 
ation, aversion, distaste, antipathy, contempt, 
archaic disrelish 

repugnant ► adjective © the idea of cannibalism 
is repugnant • abhorrent, revolting, repulsive, 
repellent, disgusting, offensive, objectionable, 
vile, foul, nasty, loathsome, sickening, nauseat- 
ing, hateful, detestable, execrable, abominable, 
monstrous, appalling, insufferable, intolerable, 
unacceptable, contemptible, unsavoury, unpal- 
atable; informal ghastly, gross, homble, hornd, 
poetic /literary noisome O {formal) the restriction is 
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See also snake. 


agama 

lizard 

alligator 

loggerhead turtle 

alligator lizard 

map turtle 

anole 

marine Iguana 

barking gecko 

matamata 

basilisk 

moloch 

bearded dragon 

monitor lizard 

bearded lizard 

morocoy 

bilndworm 

mud turtle 

bloodsucker 

mugger 

box turtle 

musk turtle 

caiman 

night lizard 

chameleon 

Nile crocodile 

chuckwalla 

Nile monitor 

collared lizard 

padloper 

cooter 

painted turtle 

crocodile 

perentie 

diamondback terrapin 

pond turtle 

earless lizard 

racerunner 

false gharial 

ridley turtle 

fence lizard 

rock lizard 

flapsheli 

saltwater lizard 

flying lizard 

sand lizard 

freshle 

scalyfoot 

frilled lizard 

seps 

Galapagos giant 

shlngleback 

tortoise 

skink 

galliwasp 

side-necked turtle 

gecko 

slider 

gharial 

slow-worm 

giant tortoise 

snake lizard 

Gila monster 

snapping turtle 

girdled lizard 

softsheii turtle 

glass lizard 

stinkpot turtle 

goanna 

sungazer 

green turtle 

tegu 

green lizard 

terrapin 

hawksbill 

tokay 

homed toad 

tortoise 

iguana 

tuatara 

Jacky lizard 

turtle 

Komodo dragon 

twenty-four hours 

land mullet 

viviparous lizard 

leatherback 

wall lizard 

legless lizard 

whiptail 

legless sklnk 

worm lizard 

ieguan 



repugnant to the tenancy incompatible with, in 
conflict with, cqptrary to, at variance with, in- 
consistent with 
-opposites pleasant 

repulse ► verb © the rebels were repulsed repel, 
drive back/away, fight back/off, put to flight, 
force back, beat off/back; ward off, hold off, 
Bnt see off, archaic rebut © her advances repulsed 
rebuff, reject, spurn, snub, cold-shoulder, infor- 
mal give someone the brush-off, freeze out, Bnt 
informal knock back, N Amer informal give some- 
one the bum’s rush. 0 his bid for the company 
was repulsed, reject, turn down, refuse, decline 
© the brutality repulsed her revolt, disgust, 
repel, sicken, nauseate, turn someone’s stom- 
ach. be repugnant to, informal turn off, N Amer 
informal gross out. 

► noun © the repulse of the attack: repelling, dnv- 
mg back; warding off, holding off ©he was 
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mortijied by this repulse rebuff, rejection, snub, 
slight, informal brush-off, knock-back 

repulsion ►noun disgust, revulsion, abhor- 
rence, repugnance, nausea, horror, aversion, 
abomination, distaste, archaic disrelish 

repulsive ► adjective revolting, disgusting, ab- 
horrent, repellent, repugnant, offensive, objec- 
tionable, vile, foul, nasty, loathsome, sicken- 
ing. nauseating, hateful, detestable, execrable, 
abominable, monstious, noxious, horrendous, 
awful, terrible, dreadful, frightful, obnoxious, 
unsavoury, unpleasant, disagreeable, distaste- 
ful, ugly, hideous, grotesque, informal ghastly, 
horrible, homd, gross, poetic/ literary noisome, ar- 
chaic disgustful, loathly 
-opposites attractive 

reputable ► adjective WELL thought of, highly 
regarded, (well) respected, respectable, of 
(good) repute, prestigious, established, reliable, 
dependable, trustworthy, archaic of good report 
-opposites untrustworthy 

reputation ► noun (GOOD) name, character, re- 
pute, standing, stature, status, position, re- 
nown, esteem, prestige. N Amer informal rep, rap, 
archaic honour, report 

repute ►noun ©a woman of ill repute reputa 
tion, name, character, archaic report ©u/irm of 
international repute fame, renown, celebrity, dis- 
tinction. high standing, stature, prestige 

reputed ► adjective O they are reputed to be very 
rich thought, said, reported, rumoured, be- 
lieved. held, considered, regarded, deemed, al- 
leged Qhis reputed father supposed, putative 
©a reputed naturalist well thought of, (well) 
respected, highly regarded, of good repute 

reputedly ►adverb supposedly, by all ac- 
counts, so I'm told, so people say, allegedly 

request ►noun Q requests for assistance appeal, 
entreaty, plea, petition, application, demand, 
call, formal adjuration, poetic/ literary behest 
© Charlotte spoke, at Ursula’s request bidding, en- 
treaty, demand, insistence 0 indicate your re- 
quests on the form requirement, wish, desire, 
choice 

► verb Qthe government requested military aid ask 
for, appeal for, call for, seek, solicit, plead for, 
apply for, demand, formal adjure ©J requested 
him to help call on, beg. entreat, implore, 
poetic/ literary beseech 

require ►verb ©th c child required hospital treat- 
ment need, be in need of ©a situation requiring 
patience necessitate, demand, call for, involve, 
entail © unquestioning obedience is required de 
mand, msist on. call for, ask for, expect ©she 
was required to pay costs order, instruct, com- 
mand, enjoin, oblige, compel, force ©do you 
require anything else? want, wish to have, desire, 
lack, be short of 

required ►adjective o required reading essen 
tial, vital, indispensable, necessary, compul- 
sory. obligatory, mandatory, prescribed Qcut 
it to the required length desired, preferred, 
chosen; correct, proper, right 
-opposites optional 

requirement ►noun need, wish, demand, 
want, necessity, essential, prerequisite, stipula- 
tion. 


requisite ►adjective he lacks the requisite skills 
necessary, required, prerequisite, essential, in- 
dispensable. vital 
-oppositfs optional 

► noun © toilet requisites requirement, need, ne- 
cessity. essential ©a requisite Jor a successful car 
eer necessity, essential (requirement), pre- 
requisite, precondition, sine qua non. informal 
must 

requisition ►noun Q requisitions for staff 
order, request, call, application, claim, de- 
mand, Bnt indent ©the requisition of cultural 
t teasuies appropriation, commandeering, seiz- 
ure, confiscation, expropriation 

► verb ©the house was requisitioned by the army 
commandeer, appropriate, take ovei, take pos- 
session of. occupy, seize, confiscate, expropn- 
ate © she requisitioned statements request, 
ordei, call for, demand 

requital ►noun ©in requital of your kindness 
repayment, return, payment, recompense 
© personal requital REVtNGE, vengeance, retribu- 
tion, redress 

requite ►verb © requiting then hospitality re 
turn, reciprocate, repay © Drake had requited 
the wrongs inflated on them avenge, exact ie- 
venge for, revenge, pay someone back for, take 
reprisals, settle the score, get even ©she dul 
not requite his love reciprocate, return 
rescind ►verb revoke, iepcal, cancel, reverse, 
overturn, overrule, annul, nullify, void, invali 
date, quash, abolish. Law vacate, formal abiogate, 
archaic recall 
-opposiifcs enforce 

rescission ►noun (formal) revocation, iepcal. 
rescindment, annulment, nullification, invali- 
dation, voiding, formal abrogation, archaic recall 

rescue ►verb ©an attempt to rescue the hos- 
tages save (from danger), save the life of, 
come to the aid of. (set) fiee, release, liberate 
©Boyd rescued his papers retrieve, lecover, sal- 
vage, get back 

► noun the rescue of 10 crewmen saving, rescuing, 
release, freeing, liberation, dehveiance, le- 
demption 

■ come to someone’s rescue help, assist, 
lend a (helping) hand to, bail out, informal save 
someone's bacon, save someone’s neck, save 
someone’s skin 

research ►noun © medical research investiga 
tion, experimentation, testing, analysis, fact- 
finding, examination, scrutiny, scrutimzation 
©he continued his researches: experiments, ex- 
perimentation, tests, inquiries, studies 

► verb © the phenomenon has been widely researched 
investigate, study, inquire into, look into, 
probe, explore, analyse, examine, scrutinize, 
review ©I researched all the available material 
study, read (up on), sift through, informal check 
out 

resemblance ►noun similarity, likeness, si- 
militude, correspondence, congruity, congru- 
ence, coincidence, conformity, agreement, 
equivalence, comparability, parallelism, uni- 
formity, sameness. 

resemble ► vtrb look like, be similar to, be 
like, bear a resemblance to. remind one of, 
take after, favour, have the look of; approxi- 
mate to. smack of. have (all) the hallmarks of, 
correspond to, echo, mirror, parallel 
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resent ►verb begrudge, feel aggrieved at/ 
about, feel bitter about, grudge, be annoyed 
at/about, be resentful of, dislike, take excep- 
tion to, object to, take amiss, take offence at, 
take umbrage at, bear/haiboui a grudge about 
-oppositfs welcome 

resentful ►adjective aggrieved, indignant, 11 - 
ntated. piqued, put out, m high dudgeon, dis- 
satisfied, disgruntled, discontented, offended, 
bitter, jaundiced, envious, jealous, informal 
miffed, peeved, Bnt informal narked, N Amer infor- 
mal sore 

resentment ►noun bitterness, indignation, 
irritation, pique, dissatisfaction, disgmntle- 
ment, discontentment, discontent, resentful- 
ness, bad feelings, haid feelings, ill will, acri- 
mony, rancour, animosity, jaundice, envy, jeal- 
ousy 

reservation ►noun ©grave reservations 
doubt, qualm, scruple, misgivings, scepticism, 
unease, hesitation, objection ©group reserva 
twns (advance) booking, dated engagement 
©the reservation of the room booking, ordering, 
seeming, dated engagement Q Indian reservation 
reserve, enclave, sanctuary, teintory, home- 
land 

■ without reservation wholeheartedly, unit- 
servedly, without qualification, fully, complete- 
ly, totally, entirely, wholly, unconditionally 

reserve ►verb Qusk your newsagent to reserve 
you a copy put to one side, put aside, set aside, 
keep (back), save, hold back, keep in reserve, 
earmark ©he reserved a tabic book, make a 
reservation for order, arrange for, secure, formal 
bespeak, dated engage ©the management reserves 
the right to alter the programme retain, keep, 
hold © reserve vout judgement until you blow him 
better defer, postpone, put off. delay, with- 
hold 

► noun ©reserves of petrol stock, store, supply, 
stocKpile. pool, hoard, cache ©the army are 
calling up reserves reinforcements, extras, auxil- 
iaries ©a nature reserve national park, sanctu- 
ary, preserve, conservation area ©his naiural 
reserve reticence, detachment, distance, re- 
moteness, coolness, aloofness, constraint, for- 
mality, shyness, diffidence, timidity, taciturn- 
ity, inhibition, informal stand-offishness ©she 
trusted him without reserve reservation, qualifi- 
cation, condition, limitation, hesitation, doubt 

► adjective a reserve goalkeeper substitute, stand 
in, relief, replacement, fallback, spare, extra 

■ In reserve available, to/on hand, ready, in 
readiness, set aside, at one’s disposal 

reserved ►adjective Q Sewell is rather reserved 
reticent, quiet, private, uncommunicative, un- 
forthcoming, undemonstrative, unsociable, for- 
mal, constrained, cool, aloof, detached, distant, 
remote, unapproachable, unfriendly, with- 
drawn, secretive, silent, taciturn, shy, retiring, 
diffident, timid, self-effacing, inhibited, intro- 
verted, informal stand-offish ©that table is re- 
served booked, taken, spoken for, pre-arranged, 
dated engaged, formal bespoken 
-opposites outgoing. 

reservoir ► noun Q sailing on the reservoir lake, 
pool, pond; water supply; Scottish loch, ©an ink 
reservoir, receptacle, container, holder, reposi- 
tory, tank, ©the reservoir of managerial talent 
stock, store, stockpile, reserve(s), supply, bank, 
pool, fund 


reshuffle ► verb the prime minister reshuffled his 
cabinet reorganize, restructure, rearrange, 
change (around), shake up. shuffle 

► noun a management reshuffle reorganization, re- 
structuring, change, rearrangement, informal 
shake-up 

reside ►verb ©most students reside m flats live 
in. occupy, inhabit, stay m, lodge in. formal 
dwell in, be domiciled in © the paintings reside 
in an air-conditioned vault be situated, be found, 
be located, lie ©executive power resides in the 
president be vested in, be bestowed on. be con- 
ferred on, be in the hands of Othe qualities 
that reside within each individual be inherent, be 
present, exist 

residence ►noun © (formal) her private resi- 
dence home, house, place of lesidence, address, 
quarters, lodgings, informal pad, formal dwelling 
(place), domicile, abode ©his place of residence 
occupancy, habitation, residency, formal abode 
resident ► noun © the residents of New' York City 
inhabitant, local, citizen, native, householder, 
homeowner, occupier, tenant, formal denizen 
Q(Bnt) the bar is open to residents only guest, 
lodger 

► adjective Q resident in the UK living, lesiding, in 
residence, formal dwelling ©a resident nanny 
live-in, living in ©the resident registrar in obstet- 
rics permanent, incumbent 

residential ►adjective suburban, commuter, 
dormitory 

residual ►adjective © residual heat remaining, 
leftover, unused, unconsumed © residual affec- 
tion lingering, enduring, abiding, surviving, 
vestigial 

residue ► noun remainder, remaining part, 
rest, lemnant(s), surplus, extra, excess, re- 
mains, leftovers, technical residuum 
resign ► verb © the sentor manager resigned 
leave, hand in one’s notice give notice, stand 
down, step down, informal quit ©19 M Ps re- 
signed their seats give up, leave, vacate, stand 
down from, informal quit, pack in, archaic demit 
© he resigned his right to the title renounce, re- 
linquish, give up, abandon, surrender, forego, 
cede, Law disclaim, poetic/ literary forsake ©we re- 
signed ourselves to a long wait reconcile oneself 
to, become resigned to, come to terms with 
resignation ►noun Qhis resignation from his 
post departure, leaving, standing down, step- 
ping down, informal quitting ©she handed in her 
resignation notice (to quit), letter of resigna- 
tion ©he accepted his fate with resignation pa 
tience, forbearance, stoicism, fortitude, fatal- 
ism, acceptance, acquiescence, compliance, 
passivity 

resigned ► adjective patient, long-suffering, 
uncomplaining, forbeanng, stoical, philosoph- 
ical, fatalistic, acquiescent, compliant, passive 
resilient ►adjective ©resilient materials flex 
ible, pliable, supple, durable, hard-weanng. 
stout, strong, sturdy, tough. Qyoung and resili- 
ent strong, tough, hardy, quick to recover, 
buoyant, irrepressible. 

resist ►verb ©built to resist cold winters with 
stand, be proof against, combat, weather, en- 
dure, be resistant to, keep out Qthey resisted 
his attempts to change things, oppose, fight 
against, refuse to accept, object to, defy, set 
one’s face against, lack against, obstruct, im- 
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pede, hinder, block, thwart, frustrate, informal 
be anti ©J resisted the urge to retort refrain 
from, abstain from, forbear from, desist from, 
not give m to, restrain oneself from, stop one- 
self from Qshe tried to resist him struggle 
with/against, fight (against), stand up to, with' 
stand, hold off, fend off, ward off 
-opposites welcome, submit 
■ cannot resist love, adore, relish, have a 
weakness for. be very keen on, like, delight in, 
enjoy, take great pleasure in, informal be mad 
about, get a kick/thnll out of 

resistance ► noun Q resistance to change op 
position, hostility, refusal to accept ©a spirited 
resistance opposition, fight, stand, struggle 
e the body’s resistance to disease ability to fight 
off, immunity from, defences against ©the 
French resistance resistance movement, freedom 
fighters, underground, partisans 

resistant * adjective ©resistant to water imper 
vious, unsusceptible, immune, invulnerable, 
proof against, unaffected by © resistant to 
change opposed, averse, hostile, inimical, 
against, informal anti 

resolute ► adjective determined, purposeful, 
resolved, adamant, single-minded, firm, un- 
swerving, unwavering, steadfast, staunch, stal- 
wart, unfaltenng, unhesitating, persistent, in- 
defatigable, tenacious, strong-willed, unshake- 
able, stubborn, dogged, obstinate, obdurate, in- 
flexible, intransigent, implacable, unyielding, 
unrelenting, spinted, brave, bold, courageous, 
plucky, indomitable, N Amer rock-ribbed, infor- 
mal gutsy, spunky, formal pertinacious 
-opposites half-hearted 

resolution ► noun o her resolution not to smoke 
intention, resolve, decision, intent, aim, plan, 
commitment, pledge, promise ©the committee 
passed the resolution motion, proposal, propos- 
ition, N Amer resolve ©she handled the work 
with resolution determination, purpose, pur- 
posefulness, resolve, resoluteness, single- 
mindedness, firmness (of purpose), steadfast- ’ 
ness, staunchness, perseverance, persistence, 
indefatigability, tenacity, tenaciousness, staying 
power, dedication, commitment, stubbornness, 
doggedness, obstinacy, obduracy, boldness, 
spintedness, braveness, bravery, courage, 
pluck, gnt. courageousness, informal guts, spunk. 
formal pertinacity ©a satisfactory resolution of the 
problem solution, answer, end, ending, settle- 
ment. conclusion 

resolve ► verb ©this matter cannot be resolved 
overnight settle, sort out, solve, find a solution 
to, fix, straighten out, deal with, put right, put 
to rights, rectify, informal hammer out, thrash 
out, figure out Q Charity resolved not to wait any 
longer determine, decide, make up one's mind, 
take a decision Qthe committee resolved that the 
project should proceed vote, pass a resolution, 
rule, decide formally, agree ©the compounds 
were resolved into their active constituents break 
down/up, separate, reduce, divide ©the ability 
to resolve facts into their legal categories, analyse, 
dissect, break down ©the grey smudge resolved 
into a sandy beach turn, change, be trans- 
formed 

► noun ©their intimidation merely strengthened his 
resolve See resolution sense 3 @(N Amer ) he 
made a resolve not to go there again • decision, 
resolution, commitment 


resolved ► adjective determined, hell bent, in- 
tent, set. 

resonant ► adjective ©a resonant voice deep, 
low, sonorous, full, full-bodied, vibrant, rich, 
clear, ringing, loud, booming, thunderous 
© valleys resonant with the sound of church bells 
reverberating, reverberant, resounding, echo- 
ing, filled ©resonant words evocative, suggest- 
ive, expressive, redolent 

resort ► noun ©a seaside resort holiday destin 
ation, (tounst) centre, informal honeypot ©settle 
the mathr without resort to legal proceedings re 
course to, turning to, the use of, utilizing 
© strike action is our last resort expedient, meas- 
ure, step, recourse, alternative, option, choice, 
possibility, hope 

■ in the last resort ultimately, in the end, at 
the end of the day, m the long run, when all is 
said and done 

■ resort to have recourse to, fall back on, 
turn to, make use of. use, employ, avail oneself 
of. stoop to, descend to, sink to 

resound ► verb ©the explosion resounded round 
the silent street echo, re-echo, reverberate, nng 
out, boom, thunder, rumble © resounding with 
the clang of hammers reverberate, echo, re 
echo, resonate, nng © nothing will resound like 
their earlier achievements be acclaimed, be cele- 
biated, be renowned, be famed, be glonfied, be 
trumpeted 

resounding ► adjective ©a resounding voice 
reverberant, reverberating, resonant, resonat- 
ing. echoing, nnging, sonorous, deep, rich, 
clear, loud, booming ©a resounding success 
enormous, huge, very great, tremendous, ter- 
rific, colossal, emphatic, decisive, conclusive, 
outstanding, remarkable, phenomenal 
resource ► noun © use your resources efficiently 
assets, funds, wealth, money, capital, staff, 
supplies, matenals, store(s), stock(s), reserve(s) 
Qyour tutor is there as a resource facility, amen- 
ity, aid, help, support © tears were her only re- 
source expedient, resort, course, scheme, strata- 
gem, tnck, ruse, device, ©a person of resource 
initiative, resourcefulness, enterprise, ingenu- 
ity, inventiveness, talent, ability, capability, in- 
formal gumption. 

resourceful ► adjective ingenious, enterpris- 
ing, inventive, creative, clever, talented, able, 
capable 

respect ► noun Qthe respect due to a great art- 
ist esteem, regard, high opinion, admiration, 
reverence, deference, honour, ©he spoke to her 
with respect due regard, politeness, courtesy, 
civility, deference © paying one’s respects (kind) 
regards, compliments, greetings, best/good 
wishes, felicitations, salutations; archaic remem- 
brances © the report was accurate in every respect 
aspect, regard, facet, feature, way, sense, par- 
ticular, point, detail 
-opposites contempt 

► verb © he is highly respected for his industry es 
teem, admire, think highly of, have a high 
opinion of. hold in high regard, hold m (high) 
esteem, look up to, revere, reverence, honour 
© they respected our privacy : show consideration 
for, have regard for. observe, be mindful of, be 
heedful ofi formal take cognizance of. ©/other 
respected her wishes * abide by, comply with, fol- 
low, adhere to. conform to, act in accordance 
with, defer to, obey, observe, keep (to) 
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-opposites despise, disobey 
■ with respect to/ln respect of concerning, 
regarding, m/with regard to, with reference to. 
respecting, re, about, apropos, on the subject 
of. in connection with, vis-a-vis 

respectable ► »dj»ctfv» Ou respectable 
middle-class background • reputable, of good re- 
pute, upright, honest, honourable, trustworthy, 
decent, good, well bred, clean-living Qa re- 
spectable salary fairly good, decent, fair, rea- 
sonable, moderately good, substantial, consid- 
erable, sizable 

-opposites disreputable, paltry 
respectful ► adjective deferential, reverent, 
reverential, dutiftil. polite, well mannered, 
civil, courteous, gracious 
-opposites rude 

respective ► adjective separate, personal, 
own. particular, individual, specific, special, ap- 
propriate, different, various 
respite ►noun Qa brief respite rest, break, 
breathing space, interval, intermission, inter- 
lude, recess, lull, pause, time out, relief, relax- 
ation. repose, informal breather, let-up 0 respite 
from debts' postponement, deferment, delay, re- 
prieve. US Law continuance 
resplendent ► adjective splendid, magnifi- 
cent, brilliant, dazzling, glittering, gorgeous, 
impressive, imposing, spectacular, striking, 
stunning, majestic, informal splendiferous 
respond ►verb Qthey do not respond to ques- 
tions answer, reply, make a response, make a 
rejoinder 0‘No,' she responded say in response. 
answer, reply, rejoin, retort, riposte, counter 
Qthey were slow to respond react, make a re- 
sponse, reciprocate, retaliate 
response ►noun Qhis response to the question 
answer, reply, rejoinder, retort, riposte, informal 
comeback 0an angry response reaction, reply, 
retaliation, informal comeback 
-opposites question 

responsibility ►noun Qit was his responsibil- 
ity to find witnesses duty, task, function, job 
role, business, Bnt informal pigeon Qthey denied 
responsibility for the bomb attack blame, fault, 
guilt, culpability, liability Qa sense of responsi- 
bility trustworthiness, (common) sense, ma- 
turity, reliability, dependability Q managerial 
responsibility authority, control, power, leader- 
ship 

responsible ► adjective Q who is responsible for 
prisons? in charge of. m control of, at the helm 
of. accountable for, liable for QI am responsible 
for the mistake accountable, answerable, to 
blame, guilty, culpable, blameworthy, at fault, 
in the wrong 0 a responsible job important, 
powerful, executive Qhe is responsible to the 
president answerable, accountable Qa respon- 
sible tenant ■ trustworthy, sensible, mature, reli- 
able. dependable 

responsive ►adjective quick to react, react- 
ive, receptive, open to suggestions, amenable, 
flexible, forthcoming. 

rest 1 ►verb O he needed to rest' relax, take a 
rest, ease up/off, let up, slow down, have/take 
a break, unbend, unwind, recharge one’s bat- 
teries. be at leisure, take it easy, put one’s feet 
up, lie down, go to bed, have/take a nap, cat- 
nap, doze, sleep; informal take five, have/take a 
breather, snatch forty winks, get some shut- 


eye; Bnt informal have a kip, N Amer informal chill 
out, catch some Zs. 0 his hands rested on the rail 
lie, be laid, repose, be placed, be positioned, be 
supported by Qshe rested her basket on the 
ground support, prop (up), lean, lay. set, stand, 
position, place, put ©the film script rests on an 
improbable premise be based, depend, be de- 
pendent, rely, hinge, turn on. be contingent, 
revolve around 

► noun ©get some rest repose, relaxation, leisure, 
respite, time off, breathing space, sleep, nap. 
doze, informal shut-eye, snooze, lie-down, forty 
winks, Bnt mfonnal kip Qa short rest from work 
holiday, vacation, break, breathing space, 
interval, interlude, intermission, time off/out, 
mfonnal breather 0 she took the poker from its rest 
stand, base, holder, support, rack, frame, shelf 
©we came to rest 100 metres lower a standstill. 
a halt, a stop 

rest 2 ► noun the rest of the board are appointees 
remainder, residue, balance, remaining part/ 
number/quantity, others, those left, remains. 
remnant(s), surplus, excess, technical residuum 

► verb you may rest assured that he is there remain, 
continue to be, stay, keep, cany on being 

restaurant ►noun eating place, mfonnal eat- 
ery See list 


Types 

of Restaurant 


bistro 

cr&perie 

snack bar 

brasserie 

diner 

steakhouse 

cafe 

drive-in 

supper dub 

cafeteria 

grillroom 

taverna 

canteen 

pizzeria 

transport cafe 

carvery 

rotlsserle 

trattoria 

restful 

► adjective relaxed, 

relaxing, qi 


calm, calming, tranquil, soothing, peaceful, 
placid, reposeful, leisurely, undisturbed, un- 
troubled 

-opposites exciting 

restitution ►noun Q restitution of the land 
seized return, restoration, handing back, sur- 
render 0 restitution for the damage caused com 
pensation, recompense, reparation, damages, 
indemnification, indemnity, reimbursement, 
repayment, remuneration, redress, archaic guer- 
don 

restive ► adjective © Edward is getting restive See 
restless sense 1 0 the militants are increasingly 
restive unruly, disorderly, uncontrollable, un- 
manageable, wilful, recalcitrant, insubordinate, 
Bnt informal bolshie, formal refractory, archaic con- 
tumacious 

restless ►adjective © Maria was restless un 
easy, ill at ease, restive, fidgety, edgy, on edge, 
tense, nervy, worked up, nervous, agitated, 
anxious, on tenterhooks, keyed up, informal 
jumpy, jittery, twitchy, uptight, like a cat on a 
hot tin roof, Bnt informal like a cat on hot bncks. 
0a restless night, sleepless, wakeful, fitful, 
broken, disturbed, troubled, unsettled, rare 
msomnolent 

restlessness ► noun unease, restiveness, 
edginess, tenseness, nervousness, agitation, 
anxiety, fretfiilness, apprehension, disquiet; in- 
formal jitteriness 

restoration ► noun o the restoration of democ- 
racy: reinstatement, reinstitution, re-establish- 
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ment, reimposition, return ©the restoration oj 
derelict housing repair, repairing, fixing, mend- 
ing, refurbishment, reconditioning, rehabilita- 
tion. rebuilding, reconstruction, overhaul, re- 
development. renovation, N Amer informal rehab 

restore ►verb Qthe aim to restore democracy 
reinstate, bring back, reinstitute, reimpose, re- 
install, re-establish ©he restored it to its rightful 
owner return, give back, hand back ©the 
building has been restored repair, fix, mend, re- 
furbish, recondition, rehabilitate, rebuild, re- 
construct, remodel, overhaul, redevelop, reno- 
vate, informal do up, N Amer informal rehab ©a 
good sleep can restore you reinvigorate, revital- 
ize, revive, refresh, energize, fortify, revivify, 
regenerate, stimulate, freshen 
-opposites abolish 

restrain ►verb Q Charles restrained his anger 
control, keep under conti ol, check, hold/keep 
in check, curb, suppress, repiess, contain, 
dampen, subdue, smothei, choke back, stifle, 
bottle up. rein back/in, informal keep the lid on 
©she could barely restrain herself from swearing 
prevent, stop, keep, hold back ©the insane 
used to be restrained tie up, bind, tether, chain 
(up), fetter, shackle, manacle, put in irons 

restrained ►adjective QJulte was quite re- 
strained self-controlled, self-restrained, not 
given to excesses, sober, steady, unemotional, 
undemonstrative © restrained elegance muted, 
soft, discreet, subtle, quiet, unobtrusive, un- 
ostentatious, understated, tasteful 

restraint ►noun ©a restraint on their impulsive- 
ness constraint, check, control, restriction, 
limitation, curtailment, rein, bridle, brake, 
damper, impediment, obstacle ©the customary 
restraint of the police self-control, self- 
restiaint, self-discipline, control, moderation, 
prudence, judiciousness ©the room has been 
decorated with restraint subtlety, 
understatedness, taste, tastefulness, discretion, 
discrimination ©u child restraint belt, har- 
ness. strap 

restrict ► verb o a busy working life restricted his 
leisure activities limit, keep within bounds, regu 
late, control, moderate, cut down Qthe cuff 
supports the ankle without restricting movement hin 
der, interfere with, impede, hamper, obstruct, 
block, check, cuib ©he restricted htmself to a 
15-minute speech confine, limit 

restricted ►adjective © restricted space 
cramped, confined, constucted, small, narrow, 
tight, archaic strait ©a restricted calorie intake 
limited, controlled, regulated, reduced ©a re- 
stricted zone out of bounds, off limits, private, 
exclusive Q restricted information (top) secret, 
classified, informal hush-hush 
-opposites unlimited 

restriction ►noun ©there is no restriction on 
the number of places limitation, limit, constraint, 
control, check, curb, condition, proviso, qualifi- 
cation ©the restriction of personal freedom re 
duction, limitation, diminution, curtailment 
© restriction of movement hindrance, impedi- 
ment, slowing, reduction, limitation 

result ►noun ©stress is the result of overwork 
consequence, outcome, upshot, sequel, effect, 
reaction, repercussion, ramification, conclu- 
sion. culmination ©what is your result? an 
swer, solution, sum, total, product, ©exam re- 


sults mark, score, grade ©the result of the trial 
verdict, decision, outcome, conclusion, judge- 
ment. findings, ruling 
-opposites cause 

► verb © differences between species could result from 
their habitat follow, ensue, develop, stem, 
spring, arise, denve, evolve, proceed, occur, 
happen, take place, come about, be caused by, 
be brought about by. be produced by, originate 
in, be consequent on ©the shooting resulted in 
five deaths end in. culminate in, finish m. ter- 
minate in. lead to, prompt, precipitate, trigger, 
cause, bring about, occasion, effect, give rise 
to produce, engender, generate, poetic /literary 
beget. 

resume ► verb © the government resumed negoti- 
ations restart, recommence, begin again, start 
again, reopen, renew, ietum to, continue with, 
cany on with Qthe priest resumed his kneeling 
posture return to, come back to, take up 
again, reoccupy 
-opposites suspend, abandon 
r6sum6 ►noun summary, precis, synopsis, ab- 
stiact, outline, summanzation, summation, 
epitome, abridgement, digest, condensation, 
abbreviation, overview, review 
resumption ► noun restart, restarting, re- 
commencement, reopening. continuation, 
carrying on, renewal, return to 
resurgence ► noun renewal, revival, recov- 
ery, comeback, reawakening, resun ection, re- 
appearance, re-emergence, regeneration, re- 
sumption, recommencement, continuation, for- 
mal renascence 

resurrect ►verb ©Jesus was resurrected raise 
from the dead, restoie to life, revive Q resur- 
recting his career revive, icstore, regenerate. ie- 
vitalize, breathe new life into, lemvigoute, re- 
suscitate. icjuvenate, stimulate, re-establish, le- 
launch 

resuscitate ►verb © medics resuscitated him 
bring round, revive, bnng back to conscious- 
ness, give artificial respiration to, give the kiss 
of life to ©measures to resuscitate the economy 
REvivr, resurrect, restoie, legenerute, revitalize, 
bieathe new life into, reinvigorate, rejuvenate, 
stimulate 

retain ► verb © the government retained a share in 
the industries keep (possession of), keep hold 
of, hold on to, hang on to © existing footpaths 
are to be retained maintain, keep, preserve, con- 
serve © some students retain facts easily remem 
ber, memorize, keep in one’s mind/memory 
© solicitors can retain a barrister employ, con- 
ti act. keep on the payroll 
-opposites give up, abolish 
retainer ►noun ©they’re paid a retainer (re 
taining) fee, periodic payment, advance, stand- 
ing charge ©a faithful retainer See servant 
sense 1 

retaliate ►verb fight back, hit back, respond, 
react, reply, reciprocate, counter-attack, return 
like for like, get back at someone, give tit for 
tat, give someone a taste of them own medi- 
cine, have/get/take one’s revenge, be revenged, 
avenge oneself, take reprisals, get even, pay 
someone back, informal get one’s own back, ar- 
chaic give someone a Roland for an Oliver 
retaliation ►noun revenge, vengeance, re- 
prisal, retribution, requital, recrimination, re- 
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payment, response, reaction, reply, counter- 
attack, archaic a Roland for an Olivei 

retard ► verb delay, slow down/up. hold back/ 
up, set back, postpone, put back, detain, decel- 
erate, hinder, hamper, obstruct, inhibit, im- 
pede, check, restrain, restrict, trammel, poetic/ 
literary stay 

-opposites accelerate 

retch ►verb ©the sour taste made her retch gag, 
heave, informal keck © he retched all over the table 
See vomit verb sense 1 

reticence ►noun reserve, lestiaint, inhib- 
ition. diffidence, shyness, unresponsiveness, 
quietness, taciturnity, secretiveness 

reticent ►adjective reserved, withdrawn, 
introverted, inhibited, diffident, shy, uncom- 
municative, unforthcoming, unresponsive, 
tight-lipped, quiet, taciturn, silent, guarded, se- 
ct etive 

-opposites expansive 

retinue ►noun entourage, escort, company, 
court, staff, personnel, household, train, suite, 
following, bodvguaid. aides, attendants, ser 
vants, retainers 

retire ► verb ©he has retired give up work, stop 
working, stop work 0 we’ve retired him on full 
pension pension off, force to retire © Gillian re- 
tired to her office withdraw, go away, take one- 
self off. decamp, shut oneself away, formal re- 
pan, poetic/ literary betake oneself O their jorces 
retired retreat, withdiaw. pull back, fall back, 
disengage, back off. give giound ©everyone re- 
tired earl v go to bed, call it a day, go to sleep, 
informal turn m, hit the hay/sack 

retired ►adjective u retired schoolteacher for 
mer, ex-, past, in letirement. eldeily 

► noun apartments for the retired retired people, 
(old-age) pensioneis, OAPs, semoi citizens, the 
elderly, N Amer seniors 

retirement ►noun Q they are nearing retire- 
ment giving up work, stopping working, stop 
ping work 0 retirement in an linglish village se 
clusion. retreat, solitude, isolation, obscunty 

retiring ►adjective ©the retiring president de 
parting, outgoing 0U retiring man shy, diffi- 
dent, self-effacing, unassuming, unassertive, it 1 
served, reticent, quiet, timid, modest, private, 
secret, secretive, withdrawn, reclusive, unsoci- 
able 

-opposites incoming, outgoing 
retort ►verb ‘Oh, sure ' she retorted answer, 
reply, respond, say m response, return, count- 
er, rejoin, riposte, retaliate, snap back 

► noun a sarcastic retort answer, reply, iesponsc, 
return, counter, rejoinder, riposte, retaliation, 
informal comeback 

retract ►verb ©the sea otter can retract its 
claws pull in 'back, draw m 0he retracted his al- 
legation take back, withdraw, recant, disavow, 
disclaim, repudiate, renounce, reverse, revoke, 
rescind, go back on, backtrack on, formal abjure 

retreat ►verb ©the army retreated withdraw, 
retire, draw back, pull back/out, fall back, give 
way, give ground, beat a retreat ©the tide was 
retreating’ go out. ebb, recede, fall, go down 
©the government had to retreat change ones 
mind, change one’s plans, back down, climb 
down, do a U-tum, backtrack, back-pedal, give 
in, concede defeat, Bnt do an about-turn 


-opposites advance 

► noun © the retreat of the army withdrawal, pull- 
ing back ©the President’s retreat climbdown, 
backdown, about-face. Bnt about-turn © her 
rural retreat refuge, haven, sanctuary, hide- 
away, hideout, hiding place, informal hidey-hole 
O a period of retreat from the world seclusion, 
withdrawal, retirement, solitude, isolation, 
sanctuary 

retrench ►verb ©we have to retrench econo 
mize, cut back, make cutbacks, make savings, 
make economies, reduce expenditure, be eco- 
nomical, be frugal, tighten one’s belt Q services 
have to be retrenched reduce, cut (back/down), 
pare (down), slim down, make reductions in, 
make cutbacks in, trim, prune, informal slash 

retribution ► noun punishment, penalty, one’s 
just deserts, revenge, reprisal, requital, retali- 
ation, vengeance, an eye for an eye (and a 
tooth for a tooth), tit for tat, redress, repar- 
ation, restitution, recompense, repayment, in- 
demnification. atonement, amends 

retrieve ►verb ©/ retrieved our balls from their 
garden get back, bring back. lecover, regain 
(possession of), recoup, reclaim, repossess, re- 
deem, iccupeiate Qthey were trying to retrieve 
the situation put set right, rectify, remedy, re- 
store, sort out. stiaighten out. resolve 

retrograde ►adjective ©a retrograde step for 
the worse, regressive, negative, do'vnhill, un- 
welcome © retrograde motion backward(s), re- 
verse, rearward 
— opposi i es positive 

retrospect 

■ In retrospect looking back, on reflection, 
m/with hindsight 

retrospective ►adjective backdated, retro- 
active. ex post facto 

return ►verb Qhe returned to London go back, 
come back, arrive back, come home ©the 
symptoms returned recur, reoccur, occui again, 
iepeat (itself), reappear, appear again ©he re- 
turned the money give back, hand back, pay 
back, repay ©Peter returned the book to the shelf 
restore, put back, leplace, reinstall ©he re- 
turned the volley hit back, throw back ©she re- 
turned his kiss reciprocate, requite, give m re- 
turn, repay, give back Q’Later,’ returned Isabel 
answer, reply, respond, counter, rejoin, retort 
© the jury returned a unanimous verdict deliver, 
bnng in, hand down ©the club returned a profit 
yield, earn, realize, net, gross, clear ©the La- 
bour candidate was returned elect, vote in, 
choose, select 

-opposites depart, disappear, keep 
► noun ©his return to Paris homecoming ©the 
return of hard times recurrence, reoccurrence, 
repeat, repetition, reappearance, revival, resur- 
rection, re-emergence, resurgence ©J requested 
the return of my books giving back, handing 
back, replacement, restoration, reinstatement, 
restitution © two returns to London return 
ticket/fare, N Amer round tnp ticket/fare, ©a 
quick return on investments, yield, profit, gain, 
revenue, interest, dividend ©a census return 
statement, report, submission, record, dossier, 
document, form 

-opposites departure, disappearance, single 
■ In return for in exchange for, as a reward 
for, as compensation for 
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revamp ►verb renovate, redecorate, refur- 
bish. recondition, rehabilitate, overhaul, make 
over, upgrade, refit, le-equip; remodel, refash- 
ion, redesign, restyle, informal do up, give some- 
thing a facelift, vamp up. Bnt informal tart up, N 
Amer informal rehab 

reveal ► verb Qthe police can't reveal his where- 
abouts divulge, disclose, tell, let slip/drop, give 
away/out, blurt (out), release, leak, make 
known, make public, broadcast, publicize, cir- 
culate, disseminate, informal let on, archaic dis- 
cover Qhe revealed hi s new car show, display, 
exhibit, disclose, uncover, poetic/ literary uncloak 
0 the data reveal a good deal of information bring 
to light, uncover, lay bare, unearth, unveil, for- 
mal evince, poetic /literary uncloak 
-opposites hide 

revel ►verb Qthey revelled all night celebrate, 
make merry, have a party, carouse, roister, go 
on a spree, informal party, live it up, whoop it 
up. make whoopee, rave, paint the town red 
Qhe revelled in the applause enjoy, delight in, 
love, like, adore, be pleased by, take pleasure 
in, appreciate, relish, lap up, savour, informal get 
a kick out of 

► noun late-night revels celebration, festivity, jolli- 
fication, merrymaking, carousal, carouse, 
spree, party, jamboree, informal rave, shindig, 
bash, Bnt informal rave-up. knees-up, N Amer infor- 
mal wingding, blast, Austral informal rage, ding, 
jollo 

revelation ►noun O revelations about his per- 
sonal life disclosure, surprising fact, announce- 
ment, report, admission, confession ©the reve- 
lation of a secret divulging, divulgence, disclos- 
ure. disclosing, letting slip/drop, giving away/ 
out. leaking, leak, betrayal, unveiling, making 
known, making public, broadcasting, publiciz- 
ing. dissemination, reporting, report, declaring, 
declaration 

reveller ►noun merrymaker, partygoer, ca- 
rouser, roisterer, archaic wassailei 

revelry ►noun celebration(s), parties, revels, 
festivity, festivities, jollification, merrymaking, 
carousing, carousal, roistering, mfonnal partying 

revenge ►noun ©she is seeking revenge ven 
geance, retribution, retaliation, repnsal, re- 
quital. recrimination, an eye for an eye (and a 
tooth for a tooth), redress, satisfaction ©they 
were filled with revenge vengefulness, vindic- 
tiveness. vitnol. spite, spitefulness, malice, ma- 
liciousness, malevolence, ill will, animosity, 
hate, hatred, rancour, bitterness, poetic/ literary 
maleficence 

► verb Qhe revenged his brother's murder avenge, 
take/exact revenge for, exact retribution for, 
take reprisals for, get redress for, get satisfac- 
tion for ©/'II be revenged on the whole pack of 
you take revenge on, get one’s revenge on, 
avenge oneself on, take vengeance on, get even 
with, settle a/the score with, pay back, take re- 
prisals against, informal get one’s own back on, 
archaic give someone a Roland for an Oliver 

revenue ► noun income, takings, receipts, pro- 
ceeds, earnings; profit(s) 

-opposites expenditure 

reverberate ► verb resound, echo, re-echo, 
resonate, nng, boom, rumble 

reverberation ►noun Q natural reverberation 
resonance, echo, echoing, re-echoing, resound- 


ing, ringing, booming, rumbling © political re- 
verberations ■ repercussions, ramifications, con- 
sequences, shock waves, aftermath, fallout, 
backlash 

revere ► verb respect, admire, think highly of, 
have a high opinion of, esteem, hold in high 
esteem/ regard, look up to 
-opposites despise 

reverence ► noun reverence for the countryside 
high esteem, high regard, great respect, ac- 
claim. admiration, appreciation, estimation, fa- 
vour 

-opposites scorn 

► verb they reverence modem jazz See revere 

reverent ►adjective respectful, reverential, 
admiring, devoted, devout, dutiful, awed, defer- 
ential 

reverie ► noun daydream, daydreaming, 
trance, musing, inattention, mattentiveness, 
wool-gathenng, preoccupation, absorption, ab- 
straction, lack of concentration 

reversal ►noun Q there was no reversal on this 
issue turnaround, turnabout, about-face, volte- 
face, change of heart, U-tum, backtracking, Bnt 
about-turn, rare tergiversation ©a reversal of 
roles swap, exchange, change, swapping, inter- 
change 0 the reversal of the decision alteration, 
changing, countermanding, undoing, overturn- 
ing, overthrow, disallowing, overriding, over- 
ruling. veto, vetoing, revocation, repeal, res- 
cinding, annulment, nullification, voidmg, in- 
validation, formal rescission, abrogation ©they 
suffered a reversal setback, reverse, upset, fail- 
ure, misfortune, mishap, disaster, blow, disap- 
pointment. adveisity, hardship, affliction, vicis- 
situde, defeat, bad luck 

reverse ► verb o the car reversed into a lamp 
post back, drive back/backwards, move back/ 
backwards ©reverse the bottle in the ice bucket 
turn upside down, turn over, upend, upturn, 
invert, archaic overset 0/ reversed my jacket 
turn inside out O reverse your roles swap 
(round), change (round), exchange, inter- 
change, switch (round) Qthe umpire reversed 
the decision alter, change, overturn, overthrow, 
disallow, override, overrule, veto, revoke, re- 
peal, rescind, annul, nullify, void, invalidate, 
Bnt do an about-turn on, formal abrogate 

► adjective in reverse order backward(s), reversed, 
inverted, transposed 

► noun O the reverse is the case opposite, contrary, 
converse, inverse, obverse, antithesis © suc- 
cesses and reverses See reversal sense 4 Qthe 
reverse of the page other side, reverse side, 
back, underside, wrong side, verso 

revert ► verb Qlife will soon revert to normal re 
turn, go back, change back, default; fall back, 
regress, relapse. Qthe property reverted to the 
landlord be returned, histoncal escheat. 

review ► noun Q the Council undertook a review 
analysis, evaluation, assessment, appraisal, 
examination, investigation, inquiry, probe, in- 
spection, study. Qthe rent is due for review: re- 
consideration, reassessment, re-evaluation, re- 
appraisal, change, alteration, modification, re- 
vision 0 book reviews criticism, critique, assess- 
ment, evaluation, commentaiy; Brit informal crit. 
©a scientific review : journal, periodical, maga- 
zine, publication Q their review of the economy 
survey, report, study, account, description. 
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statement, overview ©a military review • inspec 
tion. parade, tattoo, procession, Brrt march 
past. 

► verb QI reviewed the evidence ■ survey, study, re- 
search. consider, analyse, examine, scrutinize, 
explore, look into, probe, investigate, inspect, 
assess, appraise; informal size up © the referee re- 
viewed hi s decision reconsider, reexamine, re- 
assess, re-evaluate, reappraise, rethink, change, 
alter, modify, revise, ©he reviewed the day. re 
member, recall, reflect on. think through, go 
over m one's mind, look back on ©reviewing 
troops inspect, view ©she reviewed the play 
comment on, evaluate, assess, appraise, judge, 
critique, criticize 

reviewer ► noun critic, commentator, judge, 
observer, pundit, analyst 

revile ►verb criticize, censure, condemn, at- 
tack, inveigh against, rail against, lambaste, de- 
nounce, slander, libel, malign, vilify, besmirch, 
abuse, informal knock, slam, pan, crucify, roast, 
bad-mouth, Brit informal slate, rubbish, slag off, 
N Amer informal pummel, Austral /NZ informal bag, 
monster, formal excoriate, calumniate 
-opposites praise 

revise ►verb ©she revised her opinion recon- 
sider, review, re-examine, reassess, re-evaluate, 
reappraise, rethink, change, alter, modify 
©the editor revised the text amend, emend, cor- 
rect. alter, change, edit, rewrite, redraft, re- 
phrase. rework. Q(Bnt) revise your lecture notes- 
go over, reread, memonze, cram, informal bone 
up on. Bnt informal swot up (on), mug up (on) 

revision ► noun O a revision of the Prayer Book 
emendation, correction, alteration, adaptation, 
editing, rewriting, redrafting ©a new revision 
version, edition, rewrite ©a major revision of 
the system reconsideration, review, re-examin- 
ation. reassessment, re-e valuation, reappraisal, 
rethink; change, alteration, modification 
© (Bnt) he was doing some revision rereading. 
memorizing, cramming, Bnt informal swotting 

revitalize ► verb reinvigorate, re-energize, 
boost, regenerate, revive, revivify, rejuvenate, 
reanimate, resuscitate, refresh, stimulate, 
breathe new life into, informal give a shot m the 
arm to, pep up, buck up 

revival ►noun ©a revival in the economy im 
provement, rallying, picking up, amelioration, 
turn for the better, upturn, upswing, resur- 
gence © the revival of traditional crafts come 
back, re-establishment, reintroduction, restor- 
ation. reappearance, resurrection, regener- 
ation, rejuvenation. 

-opposites downturn, disappearance. 

revive ►verb © attempts to revive her failed: re- 
suscitate. bring round, bring back to con- 
sciousness ©the man soon revived, regain con 
sciousness, come round, wake up Qa cup of 
tea revived her. reinvigorate, revitalize, refresh, 
energize, reanimate, resuscitate, revivify, reju- 
venate. regenerate, enliven, stimulate. O reviv- 
ing old traditions, reintroouce, re-establish, re- 
store, resurrect, bring back, regenerate, resusci- 
tate. 

revoke ► vtrb cancel, repeal, rescind, reverse, 
annul, nullify, void, invalidate, countermand, 
retract, withdraw, overrule, ovemde; Law vac- 
ate; formal abrogate 


revolt ►verb ©the people revolted rebel, rise 
(up), take to the streets, not, mutiny, ©the 
smell revolted him. disgust, sicken, nauseate, 
make someone sick, make someone's gorge 
rise, turn someone’s stomach, be repugnant to, 
be repulsive to. put off, be offensive to, informal 
turn off, N Amer Informal gross out 

► noun an armed revolt rebellion, revolution, in- 
surrection, mutiny, uprising, not, noting, m- 
surgence, seizure of power, coup (d’etat). 

revolting ► adjective disgusting, sickening, 
nauseating, stomach-turning, stomach-churn- 
ing, repulsive, repellent, repugnant, appalling, 
abominable, hideous, homble, awful, dreadful, 
temble, obnoxious, vile, nasty, foul, loath- 
some, offensive, objectionable, off-putting, dis- 
tasteful, disagreeable, N Amer vomitous, informal 
ghastly, putnd, homd, gross, gut-chuming. 
yucky, skanky, lcky, formal rebarbative; poetic / 
literary noisome, archaic disgustful, loathly 
-opposites attractive, pleasant 
revolution ►noun ©the French Revolution re 
bellion, revolt, insurrection, mutiny, uprising, 
not, noting, msurgence, seizure of power, 
coup (d’etat), ©a revolution in printing tech- 
niques dramatic change, radical alteration, sea 
change, metamorphosis, transformation, innov- 
ation, reorganization, restructunng, informal 
shake-up, N Amer informal shakedown ©one 
revolution of a wheel (single) turn, rotation, cir- 
cle, spin, circuit, lap ©the revolution of the 
earth turning, rotation, circling, orbit 
revolutionary ►adjective ©revolutionary 
troops rebellious, rebel, insurgent, rioting, 
mutinous, renegade, msurrectionaiy, insurrec- 
tionist. seditious, subversive, extremist Q revo- 
lutionary change thoroughgoing, thorough, 
complete, total, absolute, utter, comprehen- 
sive, sweeping, far-reaching, extensive, pro- 
found © a revolutionary land of wheelchair new, 
novel, original, unusual, unconventional, un- 
orthodox. newfangled, innovative, innovatory, 
mnovational, modem, state-of-the-art, futuris- 
tic, pioneering 

► noun political revolutionaries rebel, insurgent, 
revolutionist, mutineer, insurrectionist, agita- 
tor, subversive 

revolutionize ►verb transform, alter dra- 
matically, shake up, turn upside down, restruc- 
ture, reorganize, transmute, metamorphose, hu- 
morous transmogrify 

revolve ►verb ©a fan revolved slowly go 
round, turn round, rotate, spin Qthe moon re- 
volves around the earth circle, travel, orbit, 
©his life revokes around cars be concerned 
with, be preoccupied with, focus on, centre 
around © her mind revolved the possibilities, think 
about/over, give thought to, consider, reflect 
on, mull over, muse on, cogitate about/on, 
chew over, weigh up; archaic pore on 
revulsion ►noun disgust, repulsion, abhor- 
rence, repugnance, nausea, horror, aversion, 
abomination, distaste; archaic disrelish. 

-opposites delight. 

reward ► noun a reward for its safe return: rec 
ompense, prize, award, honour, decoration, 
bonus, premium, bounty, present, gift, pay- 
ment; informal pay-off, perk; formal perquisite. 

► vtrb they were well rewarded: recompense, pay. 
remunerate, make something worth someone’s 
while; give an award to 
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-oppositfs punish 

rewarding ►adjective satisfying, gratifying, 
pleasing, fulfilling, enriching, edifying, benefi- 
cial, illuminating, worthwhile, productive, 
fruitful 

reword ►verb rewrite, rephrase, recast, put in 
other words, express differently, redraft, revise, 
paraphrase 

rewrite ► verb revise, recast, reword, rephrase, 
redraft 

rhetoric ►noun ©a form of rhetoric oratory, 
eloquence, command of language, way with 
words See list © empty rhetoric . bombast, tur- 
gidity, grandiloquence, magniloquence, pom- 
posity, extravagant language, purple prose, 
woidiness, verbosity, prolixity, informal hot air, 
rare fustian 


Rhetorical Devices and Figures 
of Speech 


allegory 

epanalepsis 

oxymoron 

alliteration 

epanorthosis 

paradox 

anacoluthon 

epiphora 

paralipsis 

anadlplosls 

eplstrophe 

paronomasia 

anaphora 

epizeuxis 

periphrasis 

anastrophe 

euphemism 

personification 

antlphrasis 

euphony 

pleonasm 

antistrophe 

euphuism 

proiepsis 

antithesis 

hendiadys 

prosopopoeia 

antonomasia 

homeoteleuton 

pun 

aporia 

hypallage 

rhetorical 

apostrophe 

hyperbaton 

question 

assonance 

hyperbole 

sarcasm 

bathos 

hysteron 

simile 

cacophemism 

proteron 

syllepsis 

catachresis 

innuendo 

symploce 

chiasmus 

irony 

synecdoche 

circumlocution 

isocolon 

tautology 

diacope 

litotes 

transferred 

dysphemism 

meiosis 

epithet 

echoism 

metaphor 

trope 

ellipsis 

metonymy 

zeugma 

enallage 

onomatopoeia 



rhetorical ►adjective Q rhetorical devices styl 
istic, oratorical, linguistic, verbal See list 
© rhetorical hyperbole extravagant, grandilo- 
quent. magniloquent, high-flown, orotund, 
bombastic, grandiose, pompous, pretentious, 
overblown, oratorical, turgid, flowery, flond, in- 
formal highfalutin, rare fustian 
rhyme ►noun POEM, piece of poetry, verse, 
(rhymes) poetry, doggerel 
rhythm ►noun ©the rhythm of the music beat, 
cadence, tempo, time, pulse, throb, swing 
© poetic features such as rhythm metre, measure, 
stress, accent, cadence © the rhythm of daily life 
pattern, flow, tempo 

rhythmic ► adjective rhythmical, with a steady 
pulse, measured, throbbing, beating, pulsating, 
regular, steady, even 

rib 

-RELATED TERMS COStal 

ribald ► adjective. See crude sense 3 
rich ►adjective ©rich people, wealthy, affluent, 
moneyed, well off, well-to-do. prosperous, opu- 
lent, N. Amer silk-stocking; informal rolling m 
money, in the money, loaded, stinking nch. 


filthy nch, well heeled, made of money, informal, 
dated oofy ©nch furnishings sumptuous, opu- 
lent, luxurious, luxury, de luxe, lavish, gor- 
geous, splendid, magnificent, costly, expensive, 
fancy, informal posh, plush, ritzy, swanky, classy, 
Bnt informal swish, N Amer informal swank ©a 
garden nch in flowers abounding, well provided, 
well stocked, crammed, packed, teeming, 
bursting, informal jam-packed, chock-a-block, 
chock-full. Austral / NZ informal chocker Oa nch 
supply of restaurants plentiful, abundant, copi- 
ous, ample, profuse, lavish, liberal, generous, 
bountiful, poetic /literary plenteous, bounteous 
Qrich soil fertile, productive, fecund, fruitful 
0a nih sauce creamy, fatty, heavy, full- 
flavoured ©a nch wine full-bodied, heavy, 
fruity Qnch colours strong, deep, full, in- 
tense, vivid, brilliant Qher nch voice sonor 

ous, full, resonant, deep, dear, mellow, mellifl- 
uous, rare mellifluent CD (informal) that's nch f 
preposterous, outrageous, absurd, ridiculous, 
ludicrous, laughable, nsible, informal a bit much, 
Bnt informal a bit thick 

-opposites poor, light 

riches ►plural noun ©his new-found nches 
money, wealth, funds, (hard) cash, (filthy) lucre, 
wherewithal, means, (liquid) assets, capital, re- 
sources, reserves, opulence, affluence, prosper- 
ity, informal dough, bread, loot, shekels, moolah, 
the necessary, Bnt informal dosh, brass, lolly, 
spondulicks, readies, N Amer informal bucks, ma 
zuma, dmero. US informal gr eenbacks, simoleons, 
jack, rocks, Austral /NZ informal Oscar, Bnt dated 
1 s d , archaic pelf © underwater nches re 
sources, treasuie(s), bounty, jewels, gems 

richly ►adverb ©the richly Jurmshed chamber 
sumptuously, opulently, luxuriously, lavishly, 
gorgeously, splendidly, magnificently, informal 
poshly, plushly, ritzily, swankily, classily, Bnt 
informal swishly ©the joy she nchly deserves 
fully, thoioughly, in full measure, well, com- 
pletely, wholly, totally, entirely, absolutely, 
amply, utterly 
-opposites meanly 

rickety ►adjective shaky, unsteady, unsound, 
unsafe, tumbledown, broken-down, dilapi- 
dated, ramshackle, informal shambly, N Amer in- 
formal shacky 

rid ► verb ndding the building of asbestos clear, 
free, purge, empty, strip 
■ get rid of © we must get rid of some stuff dis 
pose of, throw away/out, clear out, discard, 
scrap, dump, bin, jettison, informal chuck (away), 
ditch, junk, get shut of, Bnt informal get shot of. 
N Amer informal trash © the cats got rid of the rats 
destroy, eliminate, annihilate, obliterate, wipe 

out, kill 

riddle 1 ► noun an answer to the ruidle puzzle, 
conundrum, brain-teaser, (unsolved) problem, 
question, poser, enigma, mystery, informal 
stumper 

riddle 2 ► verb ©his car was nddled by gunfire 
perforate, hole, pierce, puncture, pepper 
©he was nddled with cancer, permeate, suffuse, 
fill, pervade, spread through, imbue, saturate, 
overrun, beset ©the soil must be nddled. sieve, 
sift, strain, screen, filter, archaic gnddle 

ride ► verb ©she can rule a horse, sit on, mount, 
bestride, manage, handle, control, ©ndtng 
round the town on motor bikes travel, move, pro- 
ceed, make one’s way, drive, cycle; trot, canter. 
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gallop 

► noun he took us for a ride trip, journey, dnve, 
run. excursion, outing, jaunt, lift, informal spin 

ridicule ► noun he was subjected to ridicule 
mockery, dension. laughter, scorn, scoffing, 
contempt, jeenng. sneering, sneers, jibes, jib- 
ing, teasing, taunts, taunting, ragging, chaffing, 
sarcasm, satire, informal kidding, ribbing, josh- 
ing, N Amer informal goofing, razzing. Austral /NZ 
informal chiackmg, dated sport 
-opposites respect 

► verb his theory was ridiculed deride, mock, laugh 
at. heap scorn on, jeer at, jibe at, sneer at, 
treat with contempt, scorn, make fun of, poke 
fun at. scoff at. satirize, lampoon, burlesque, 
caricature, parody, tease, taunt, rag, chaff, infor- 
mal kid, nb. josh, take the mickey out of, N 
Amer informal goof on, rag on. razz, pull 
someone’s chain, Austral /NZ informal chiack, poke 
mullock at, sling off at. dated make sport of, 
twit 

ridiculous ► adjective Qthat looks ridiculous 
laughable, absurd, comical, funny, hilarious, 
nsible, droll, amusing, farcical, silly, ludicrous, 
rare densible 0 a ridiculous suggestion sense 
less, silly, foolish, foolhardy, stupid, inane, 
fatuous, childish, puerile, half-baked, hare- 
brained, 1 11-thought-out, crackpot, idiotic 0 a 
ridiculous exaggeration absurd, preposterous, 
ludicrous, laughable, nsible, nonsensical, 
senseless, outrageous 
-opposites sensible 

rife ► adjective n fe widespread, gen- 

eral, common, universal, extensive, ubiquitous, 
omnipresent, endemic, inescapable, insidious, 
pievalent © the village was nfe with gossip over 
flowing, bursting, alive, teeming, abounding 
-opposites unknown 

riff-raff ► noun rabble, scum, the lowest of the 
low, good-for-nothings, undesirables, informal 
peasants 
-opposites elite 

rifle ► verb ©she nfled through her wardrobe rum 
mage, search, hunt, forage ©a thief nfted her 
home burgle, rob, steal from, loot, raid, plun- 
der, ransack 

rift ► noun Qa deep nft in the ice crack, fault, 
flaw, split, break, breach, fissure, fracture, 
cleft, crevice, cavity, opening ©the rift between 
them breach, division, split, quarrel, squabble, 
disagreement, falling-out, row, argument, dis- 
pute, conflict, feud, estrangement, informal spat, 
scrap, Bnt informal bust-up 

rig 1 ► verb Q the boats were rigged with a single 
sail equip, kit out, fit out, supply, furnish, pro- 
vide, arm ©/ rigged myself out in black dress, 
clothe, attire, robe, garb, array, deck out, 
drape, accoutre, outfit, get up, tnck out/up, in- 
formal doll up, archaic apparel ©he will ng up a 
shelter set up, erect, assemble, throw together, 
cobble together, put together, whip up, impro- 
vise, contnve, Bnt informal knock up 
► noun Qa CB radio rig apparatus, appliance, 
machine, device, instrument, contraption, sys- 
tem, tackle, gear, kit, outfit ©the ng of the 
American Army Air Corps uniform, costume, en- 
semble. outfit, livery, attire, clothes, clothing, 
garments, dress, garb, regimentals, regalia, 
trappings; Bnt strip, informal get-up, gear, togs, 
Bnt informal kit, formal apparel; archaic raiment, 
vestments. 


rig 2 ► verb they rigged the election manipulate, en- 
gineer, distort, misrepresent, pervert, tamper 
with, doctor, falsify, fake, trump up, informal fix. 
Bnt mfomnal fiddle 

rigging ► noun. See list 


Rigging 



See oho sail. 



backstay 

gantllne 

sheer pole 

baggywrinkle 

garland 

sheet 

bibb 

gasket 

shroud 

bitt 

gooseneck 

spar 

boom 

halyard 

spider 

bottlescrew 

hank 

spider hoop 

bowline 

horse 

spreader 

brace 

hound 

sprit 

brail 

Inhaul 

stay 

bullseye 

jackstay 

step 

buntline 

kicking strap 

stirrup 

burton 

lanyard 

stopper knot 

chainplate 

lazy jack 

tabemade 

cheek 

lutchet 

thimble 

claw ring 

mainstay 

top 

cleat 

martingale 

topping lift 

cordage 

mouse 

track 

cringle 

outhaul 

traveller 

crossjack 

parrel 

trestletree 

crosstree 

passaree 

truck 

crowfoot 

pendant/ 

truss 

deadeye 

pennant 

tumbuckle 

downhaul 

pole 

uphaul 

eye 

preventer 

vangs 

fairlead 

ratline 

wishbone 

foot rope 

reefpoint 

yard 

furling line 

reefing line 

yardarm 

gaff 

sail tie 

yard sling 


right ► adjective Qtt wouldn’t be nght to do that 
just, fair, proper, good, upright, nghteous, vir- 
tuous, moral, ethical, honourable, honest, law 
fill, legal ©the nght answer correct, accurate, 
exact, precise, proper, valid, conventional, es- 
tablished. official, formal, Bnt informal spot on 
0 the nght person for the job suitable, appropri- 
ate, fitting, correct, proper, desirable, prefer- 
able, ideal, archaic meet Qyou’ve come at the 
nght time opportune, advantageous, favour- 
able, propitious, good, lucky, happy, fortunate, 
providential, felicitous, timely, seasonable, con- 
venient. expedient, suitable, appropriate Qhe's 
not nght in the head sane, lucid, rational, bal- 
anced, compos mentis, infernal all there 0he 
does not look right healthy, well, (fighting) fit. 
normal, up to par, mfonnal up to scratch, in the 
pink © my nght hand dextral 0 ( informal) it’s a 
nght mess absolute, complete, total, real, thor- 
ough, perfect, utter, sheer, unmitigated, verit- 
able 

-opposites wrong, insane, unhealthy 
► adverb 0 she was nght at the limit of her patience 
completely, fully, totally, absolutely, utterly, 
thoroughly, quite © nght in the middle of the vil- 
lage exactly, precisely, directly, immediately, 
just, squarely, dead, informal (slap) bang, smack, 
plumb, N Amer informal smack dab ©keep going 
right on straight, directly, as the crow flies 
Q (informal) he'll be nght down straight, immedi- 
ately, instantly, at once, straight away, now, 
right now, this minute, directly, forthwith, 
without further ado, promptly, quickly, a s.a.p . 
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as soon as possible, N Amer in short order, infor- 
mal straight off, p.dq (pretty damn quick), 
pronto, N Amer informal lickety-spht. 01 think I 
heard right correctly, accurately, properly, 
precisely, aright, rightly, perfectly. Qmake sure 
you're treated right well, properly, justly, fairly, 
equitably, impartially, honourably, lawfully, le- 
gaily Q things will turn out right well, for the 
best, favourably, happily, advantageously, 
profitably, providentially, luckily, conveniently 
-opposites wrong, badly 

► noun ©the difference between right and wrong 
goodness, righteousness, virtue, integrity, rec- 
titude, propriety, morality, truth, honesty, hon- 
our. justice, fairness, equity, lawfulness, legal- 
ity ©you have the right to say no entitlement, 
prerogative, privilege, advantage, due, birth- 
right. liberty, authority, power, licence, permis- 
sion, dispensation, leave, sanction, Law, histoncal 
droit 

-opposites wrong 

► verb © the way to right a capsized dinghy set up 
right, turn back over 0we must right the situ- 
ation remedy, put right, rectify, retrieve, fix, 
resolve, sort out. settle, square, straighten out, 
correct, repair, mend, redress, make good, 
ameliorate, better 

■ by rights properly, correctly, technically, in 
fairness, legally, de jure 

■ In the right justified, vindicated, right 

■ put something to rights. See right verb 
sense 2 

■ light away at once, straight away, (nght) 
now, this (very) minute, this instant, immedi- 
ately, instantly, directly, forthwith, without 
further ado, promptly, quickly, without delay, 
a s a p , as soon as possible, N Amer in short 
order, informal straight off, pdq (pretty damn 
quick), pronto, N Amer informal lickety-split 

■ within one's rights entitled, permitted, al- 
lowed. at liberty, empowered, authorized, 
qualified, licensed, justified 

righteous ► adjective © righteous living- good, 
virtuous, upright, upstanding, decent, ethical, 
principled, moral, high-minded, law-abiding, 
honest, honourable, blameless, irreproachable, 
noble, saintly, angelic, pure 0 righteous anger 
justifiable, justified, legitimate, defensible, 
supportable, rightful, admissible, allowable, 
understandable, excusable, acceptable, reason- 
able. 

-opposites sinful, unjustifiable 

rightful ► adjective ©the car's rightful owner- 
legal, lawful, real, true, proper, correct, recog- 
nized, genuine, authentic, acknowledged, ap- 
proved, licensed, valid, bona fide, de jure, infor- 
mal legit, kosher 0 their rightful place in society 
deserved, mented, due, just, nght, fair, 
proper, fitting, appropnate, suitable 

right-wing ► adjecbve conservative, nghtist, 
ultra-conservative, blimpish, diehard, reaction- 
ary, traditionalist, conventional, unprogressive 
-opposites left-wing 

rigid ► adjective ©a rigid container stiff, hard, 
firm, inflexible, unbending, unyielding, inelas- 
tic 0 a rigid routine fixed, set, firm, inflexible, 
unalterable, unchangeable, immutable, unvary- 
ing, invanable, hard and fast, cast-iron, ©a 
rigid approach to funding: strict, severe, stem, 
stringent, rigorous, inflexible, uncompromis- 
ing, intransigent 


-opposites flexible, lenient 

rigmarole ► noun ©the rigmarole of dressing up 
fuss, bother, trouble, folderol, ado, pother. NZ 
bobsy-die, informal palaver, song and dance, per- 
formance, to-do, pantomime, hassle. Brrt informal 
carry-on Qthat rigmarole about the house being 
haunted tale, saga, yam, shaggy-dog story, infor- 
mal spiel 

rigorous ► adjective © rigorous attention to de- 
tail meticulous, conscientious, punctilious, 
careful, diligent, attentive, scrupulous, pains- 
taking, exact, precise, accurate, thorough, par- 
ticular, strict, demanding, exacting, informal per- 
nickety © the rigorous enforcement of rules 
strict, severe, stem, stringent, tough, harsh, 
rigid, relentless, unsparing, inflexible, draco- 
nian. intransigent, uncompromising, exacting 
© rigorous yachting conditions harsh, severe, 
bad, bleak, extreme, inclement, unpleasant, 
disagreeable, foul, nasty, filthy; stormy, wild, 
tempestuous 

-opposites slapdash, lax, mild 

rigour ► noun © a mine operated under conditions 
of rigour strictness, seventy, stnngency, 
toughness, harshness, ngidity, inflexibility, in- 
transigence 0 intellectual rigour meticulous 
ness, thoroughness, carefulness, diligence, 
scrupulousness, exactness, exactitude, preci- 
sion, accuracy, correctness, stnctness ©the rig- 
ours of the journey hardship, harshness, seventy, 
adversity, ordeal, miseiy, tnal, discomfort, in- 
convenience, pnvation 

rile ► verb ( informal ) See annoy 

rim ► noun © the rim of her cup brim, edge, lip 
©the nm of the crater edge, border, side, mar- 
gin, bnnk, fringe, boundary, penmeter, limits, 
penphery, archaic skirt 

rind ► noun skin, peel, zest, integument; Botany 
pencarp 

ring 1 ► noun ©a ring round the moon circle, 
band, halo, disc ©she wore a ring • wedding 
ring, band ©a circus ring’ arena, enclosure, 
field, ground, amphitheatre, stadium ©a ring 
of onlookers circle, group, knot, cluster, bunch, 
band, throng, crowd, flock, pack 0 a spy ring 
gang, syndicate, cartel, mob, band, circle, 
organization, association, society, alliance, 
league, coterie, cabal 

► verb police ringed the building surround, circle, 
encircle, encompass, girdle, enclose, hem in, 
confine, seal off 

ring 2 ►verb © church bells rang all day toll, 
sound, peal, chime, clang, bong, ding, jingle, 
tinkle, poetic /literary knell 0the room rang with 
laughter resound, reverberate, resonate, echo 
0111 ring you tomorrow telephone, phone (up), 
call (up); reach, dial; informal give someone a 
buzz, Bnt informal give someone a bell, give 
someone a tinkle, get on the blower to, N Amer 
informal get someone on the horn. 

► noun ©the ring of a bell, chime, toll, peal, clang, 
clink, ding, jingle, tinkle, tintinnabulation, 
sound; poetic/ literary knell. ©M give Chris a ring. 
call, telephone call, phone call; informal buzz; 
Bnt. informal bell, tinkle. 

■ ring something In herald, signal, an- 
nounce, proclaim, usher in, introduce; mark, 
signify, indicate, poetic/ literary betoken, knell. 

rinse ► vtrb wash (out), dean, cleanse, bathe; 
dip, drench, splash, swill, sluice, hose down. 
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riot ► noun Qa not in the capital uproar, com- 
motion, upheaval, disturbance, furore, tumult, 
melee, scuffle, fracas, fray, brawl, free-for-all, 
violence, fighting, vandalism, mayhem, tur- 
moil, lawlessness, anarchy. N Amer informal wild' 
ing, Law, dated affray Qthe garden was a not of 
colour mass, sea, splash, show, exhibition 

► verb the miners noted (go on the) rampage, run 
not, fight in the streets, run wild, run amok, 
go berserk, informal raise hell 

■ run riot O the children ran riot (go on the) 
rampage, not, run amok, go berserk, go out of 
control, informal raise hell Qthe vegetation has 
run not grow profusely, spread uncontrolled, 
grow rapidly, spread like wildfire, burgeon, 
multiply, rocket 

liotOUS ►adjective Qthe demonstration turned 
notous unruly, rowdy, disorderly, uncontrol- 
lable, unmanageable, undisciplined, uproan- 
ous, tumultuous, violent, wild, ugly, lawless, 
anarchic 0a notous party boisterous, lively, 
loud, noisy, unrestrained, uninhibited, uproan- 
ous, unruly, rollicking, informal rumbustious, N 
Amer informal rambunctious 
-opposites peaceable 

rip ► verb Qhe ripped the posters down tear, 
wrench, wrest, pull, snatch, tug, pnse, heave, 
drag, peel, pluck, informal yank Qshe npped Leo's 
note into pieces tear, claw, hack, slit, cut, poetic / 
literary rend 

► noun a np in my sleeve tear, slit, split, rent, la- 
ceration. cut, gash, slash 

ripe ►adjective Qa npe tomato mature, npened, 
full grown, ready to eat. luscious, juicy, tender, 
sweet Qthe dock is npe for development ready, 
fit, suitable, nght Qthe npe old age of ninety 
advanced, hoary, venerable, old Qthe time is 
npe for his return opportune, advantageous, fa- 
vourable, auspicious, propitious, promising, 
good, nght, fortunate, benign, providential, fe- 
licitous, seasonable, convenient, suitable, ap- 
propnate. apt. fitting 
-opposites unsuitable, young. 

ripen ► verb become ripe, mature, mellow 

rip-off ► noun ( informal) fraud, swindle, confi- 
dence tnck, informal con, scam, flimflam, gyp, 
Brit informal swizz, daylight robbery, N Amer infor- 
mal np, shakedown, bunco. Austral informal rort 

riposte ►noun an indignant riposte retort, 
counter, rejoinder, sally, return, answer, reply, 
response, informal comeback 

► verb ' Heaven help you,' riposted Sally retort, 
counter, rejoin, return, retaliate, hurl back, an- 
swer, reply, respond, come back 

ripple ►noun he blew npples in his coffee wave 
let, wave, undulation, npplet, ndge, ruffle 

► verb a breeze rippled the lake: form ripples on. 
ruffle, wnnkle. 

rise ►verb Qthe sun rose move up/upwards, 
come up, make one's/its way up, arise, ascend, 
climb, mount, soar. 0 the mountains rising above 
us. loom, tower, soar, nse up, rear (up) 

0 prices rose, go up, increase, soar, shoot up. 
surge. leap, jump, rocket, escalate, spiral. Q liv- 
ing standards have risen improve, get better, ad- 
vance. go up. soar, shoot up. Qhis voice rose 
get higher, grow, increase, become louder, 
swell, intensify, ©he rose from his chain stand 
up. get to one’s feet, get up, jump up, leap up; 
formal arise. Qhe rises at dawn, get up, get out of 


bed, rouse oneself, stir, bestir oneself, be up 
and about; informal nse and shine, shake a leg, 
surface, formal anse ©the court rose at midday 
adjourn, recess, be suspended, pause, take a 
break, informal knock off, take five ©he rose 
through the ranks make progress, climb, ad- 
vance, get on, work one’s way, be promoted 
CD he wouldn’t rise to the bait react, respond, 
take. C Q Christ rose again come back to life, be 
resurrected, revive CD the dough started to rise 
swell, expand, enlarge, puff up ©the nation 
rose against its oppressors rebel, revolt, mutiny, 
not, take up arms ©the Rhine rises in the Alps 
originate, begin, start, emerge, issue from, 
spnng from, flow from, emanate from ©her 
spirits rose brighten, lift, cheer up, improve, 
pick up, informal buck up © the ground rose gen- 
tly slope upwards, go uphill, incline, climb 
-opposites fall, descend, drop, sit. retire, re- 
sume, die, shelve 

► noun Qa price nse increase, hike, leap, up- 
surge, upswing, climb, escalation Qhe got a 
rise of 11% raise, pay increase, wage increase, 
hike, increment €>« rise in standards improve 
ment, amelioration, upturn, leap ©his rise to 
power progress, climb, promotion, elevation, 
aggrandizement ©we walked up the nse slope, 
incline, acclivity, hillock, hill; formal eminence 

risible ►adjective laughable, ndiculous, ab 
surd, comical, comic, amusing, funny, hilari- 
ous, humorous, droll, farcical, silly, ludicrous, 
hysterical, informal nb-tickhng, priceless, informal, 
dated killing 

risk ► noun Q there is a certain amount of risk 
chance, uncertainty, unpredictability, precar- 
iousness, instability, insecurity, perilousness, 
riskiness Qthe risk of fire possibility, chance, 
probability, likelihood, danger, peril, threat, 
menace, fear, prospect 
-opposites safety, impossibility 

► verb Q he risked his life to save them endanger, 
imperil, jeopardize, hazard, gamble (with), 
chance; put on the line, put in jeopardy Qyou 
risk getting cold and wet chance, stand a chance 
of 

■ at risk in danger, in peril, in jeopardy, 
under threat 

risky ► adjective dangerous, hazardous, peril- 
ous, fraught with danger, unsafe, insecure, pre- 
carious, parlous, touch-and-go, treacherous, un- 
certain, unpredictable, informal chancy, dicey, 
hairy, N Amer informal gnarly 
risqil6 ►adjective ribald, rude, bawdy, racy, 
earthy, indecent, suggestive, improper, 
naughty, locker-room, vulgar, dirty, smutty, 
crude, coarse, obscene, lewd, X-rated, informal 
blue, raunchy. Brit informal fruity, off colour, 
saucy, N Amer informal gamy 
rite ► noun ceremony, ntual, ceremonial; ser- 
vice, sacrament, liturgy, worship, office, act, 
practice, custom, tradition, convention, institu- 
tion, procedure. 

ritual ► noun an elaborate civic ritual, ceremony, 
nte, ceremonial, observance, service, sacra- 
ment, lituigy, worship, act, practice, custom, 
tradition, convention, formality, procedure, 
protocol. 

► adjective a ntual burial, ceremonial, ritualistic, 
prescribed, set, formal, sacramental, liturgical, 
traditional, conventional 

ritzy ► adjoctivo ( informa /). See posh sense 1 
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rival ► noun ©his rival for the nomination oppon 
ent, challenger, competitor, contender, adver- 
sary, antagonist, enemy, poetic/ literary foe ©the 
tool has no rival equal, match, peer, equivalent, 
counterpart, like 
-opposites ally 

► verb few countries can rival it for scenery match, 
compare with, compete with, vie with, equal, 
measure up to, be in the same league as, be on 
a par with, touch, challenge, informal hold a can- 
dle to 

► adjective rival candidates competing, opposing, 
contending 

rivalry ►noun competitiveness, competition, 
contention, vying, opposition, conflict, feuding, 
antagonism, friction, enmity, informal keeping 
up with the Joneses 

riven ► adjective a country nven by civil war torn 
apart, split, rent, severed, poetic/ literary cleft, 
torn asunder 

river ►noun ©watercourse, waterway, tribu- 
tary, stream, rivulet, brook, inlet, nil, runnel, 
fieshet, Scottish & N English burn, N English beck, 
S English bourn, N Amer & Austral /NZ creek. Aus- 
tral billabong See list Qa nver of molten lava 
stream, torrent, flood, deluge, cascade 
-related terms riparian, fluvial, fluvio- 
■ sell someone down the river ( informal) See 

DOUBLE-CROSS 

Longest Rivers 

RIVER 

Nile 

Amazon 

Yangtze or Chang Jiang 
Mississippi 
Yenisei 

Amur or Heiiong 
Ob 

Yellow or Huang Ho 
Congo or Zaire 
Lena 
Mekong 
Mackenzie 
Niger 
Volga 
Parani 


location 

Africa 

South America 
China 

North America 

Russia 

Asia 

Russia 

China 

Africa 

Siberia 

Asia 

Canada 

Africa 

Europe 

South America 


riveted ► adjective © she stood riveted to the spot 
fixed, rooted, frozen, unable to move, motion- 
less, unmoving, immobile, stock-still ©he was 
riveted by the newsreels fascinated, engrossed, 
gripped, captivated, enthralled, spellbound, 
mesmerized, transfixed © their eyes were riveted 
on the teacher fixed, fastened, focused, concen- 
trated. locked 
-opposites bored 

riveting ► adjective fascinating, gripping, en- 
grossing, interesting, intriguing, absorbing, 
captivating, enthralling, compelling, spellbind- 
ing, mesmerizing, informal unputdownable 
-opposites bonng 

road ► noun © the roads were crowded with traffic 
street, thoroughfare, roadway, avenue, broad- 
way, bypass, ring road, trunk road, byroad, 
lane, crescent, dnve, parade, row, Brit dual car- 
nageway, clearway, motorway. N Amer high- 
way. freeway, parkway, throughway, express- 


way. US turnpike, interstate ©a step on the 
road to recovery way, path, route, course ©oil 
tankers waiting in the roads * anchorage, channel, 
haven, roadstead 

■ on the road on tour, tounng, travelling 

roam ► verb wander, rove, ramble, dnft, walk, 
traipse, range, travel, tramp, traverse, trek, 
Scottish & Insh stravaig, informal cruise, mosey, for- 
mal perambulate, archaic peregnnate 

roar ► noun O the roars of the exerwd shout, bel- 
low, yell, cry, howl, clamour, informal holler 
© the roar of the sea boom, crash, rumble, roll, 
thundering © roars of laughter guffaw, howl, 
hoot, shnek, gale, peal 

► verb ©'Get out 1 ' roared Angus bellow, yell, 
shout, bawl, howl, informal holler © thunder 
roared boom, rumble, crash, roll, thunder 
©the movie left them roaring guffaw, laugh, 
hoot, informal split one’s sides, be rolling in the 
aisles, be doubled up, crack up. be in stitches, 
die laughing, Bnt informal crease up, fall about 
O a motorbike roared past speed, zoom, whiz/, 
flash, informal belt, tear, zip, Bnt informal bomb 

roaring ►adjective ©u roaring tire blazing. 
burning, flaming © (informal) a waring success 
enormous, huge, massive, (very) great, tremen- 
dous, complete, out-and-out, thorough, informal 
np-ioanng, whopping, fantastic 

roast ►verb © potatoes roasted in olive ml cook, 
bake, grill, N Amer broil © {informal) they toasted 
him for wasting time See criticize 

roasting ( informal ) ► adjective u roasting day hot, 
sweltering, scorching, blistering, searing, toi- 
nd, informal boiling (hot), baking (hot) 

► noun the boss gave him a roasting See lecture 
noun sense 2 

rob ►verb Qthe gang robbed the local bank bur 
gle, steal from, hold up, break into, raid, loot, 
plunder, pillage. N Amer burglarize, informal do, 
turn over, knock off. stick up ©he robbed an 
old woman steal from, informal mug, jump, N 
Amer informal clip © he was robbed of his savings 
cheat, swindle, defraud, informal do out of, con 
out of, fleece, N Amer informal stiff O {informal) it 
cost £ 70 — 1 was robbed overcharge, informal rip 
off, sting, do, diddle, N Amer informal gouge 
0 defeat robbed him of his title deprive, stnp, di- 
vest, deny 

robbor ► noun burglar, thief, housebreaker, 
mugger, shoplifter, stealer, pilferer, raider, 
looter, plunderer, pillager, bandit, highway- 
man, informal crook, cracksman, Bnt informal tea 
leaf; N Amer informal yegg, poetic /literary bngand 

robbery ► noun © they were arrested for the rob- 
bery burglary, theft, thievery, stealing, break- 
ing and entering, housebreaking, larceny, 
shoplifting, embezzlement, fraud, hold-up, 
break-m, raid, informal mugging, smash-and-grab, 
stick-up, Bnt informal blag, N Amer informal heist 
Q{mformaf) Six quid? That’s robbery a swindle, in- 
formal a con, a rip-off, Bnt informal daylight rob- 
bery 

robe ► noun © the women wore black robes cloak, 
kaftan, djellaba. wrap, mantle, cape: N Amer 
wrapper o coronation robes garb, regalia, cos- 
tume, finery; garments, clothes, formal apparel. 
archaic raiment, habiliments, vestments 
©priestly robes : vestment, surplice, cassock, 
rochet, alb, dalmatic, chasuble; canonicals ©a 
towelling robe * dressing gown, bathrobe, house- 
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coat, N Amer wrapper 

► verb he robed for Mass dress, clothe oneself, for- 
mal enrobe 

robot ►noun automaton, android, golem, infor- 
mal bot, droid 

robust ►adjective ©a large , robust man strong, 
vigorous, sturdy, tough, powerful, solid, mus- 
cular, sinewy, rugged, hardy, strapping, 
brawny, burly, husky, healthy, (fighting) fit, 
hale and hearty. lusty, in fine fettle, informal 
beefy, hunky & these knives are robust durable, 
resilient, tough, hard-weanng. long-lasting, 
sturdy, strong ©her usual robust view of things 
down-to-earth, practical, realistic, pragmatic, 
common-sense, commonsensical, matter-of-fact, 
businesslike, sensible, unromantic, unsenti- 
mental, informal no-nonsense robust red 

wine strong, full-bodied, flavourful. flavour- 
some. rich 

-opposins frail, fragile, romantic, insipid 

rock 1 ►verb ©the ship tocked on the water move 
to and fro, move back and forth, sway, see- 
saw, loll, pitch, plunge, toss, luich, reel, list, 
wobble, oscillate Qthe building began to rock 
shake, vibrate, quake, tremble ©Wall Street 
was rocked by the news stun, shock, stagger, as- 
tonish, startle, surprise, shake (up), take aback, 
throw, unnerve, disconcert 
rock 2 ► noun Qa gully strewn with rocks boul 
der, stone, pebble, Austral informal goolie See list 
©o castle built on a rock crag, cliff, outciop 
©he was the roik on which they relied founda 
tion, cornerstone, support, prop, mainstay, 
tower of stiength. bulwark, anchor Q {informal) 
she wore a massive rock diamond (ring), jewel, 
precious stone See list at gem 
-RFLA1ED TERMS lltho-, petro- 
■ on the rocks ( informal) Qher marriage is on the 
rocks in difficulty, in tiouble, breaking up, 
over, in tatters, in ruins, mined 0 a Scotch on 
the rotks with ice, on ice 

rocket ►noun Q guerrillas fired rockets at them 
missile, projectile Qthey lit some colourful 
rockets firework. Roman candle, banger 
© (Brit informal) he got a rocket from the boss See 
lecture noun sense 2 

► verb O prices have rocketed shoot up, soar, in- 
crease, rise, escalate, spiral, informal go through 
the roof Qthey rocketed into the alley speed, 
zoom, shoot, whizz, tear, career, Bnt informal 
bomb, N Amer informal barrel, hightail it 
-opposites plummet 

rocky 1 ►adjective a rocky path stony, pebbly. 

shingly, rough, bumpy, craggy, mountainous 
rocky 2 ►adjective ©that table's rocky unsteady, 
shaky, unstable, wobbly, tottery, rickety, 
flimsy 0 a rocky marriage difficult, problemat- 
ic, precarious, unstable, unreliable, undepend- 
able, informal iffy, up and down 
-opposites steady, stable 
rococo ► adjective ornate, fancy, elaborate, ex- 
travagant, baroque, fussy, busy, ostentatious, 
showy; flowery, florid, flamboyant, high-flown, 
magniloquent, orotund, bombastic, over- 
wrought, overblown, inflated, turgid, informal 
highfalutin 
-opposites plain 

rod ►noun ©an iron rod bar, stick, pole, baton, 
staff, shaft, strut, rail, spoke Qthe ceremonial 
rod: staff, mace, sceptre ©instruction was 


Rocks 

See also gems, minerals. 


SEDIMENTARY 

arenlte 

argillite 

breccia 

chalk 

chert 

daystone 

coal 

conglomerate 

diatomite 

dolomite 

flint 

ironstone 

limestone 

marl 

mudstone 
oil shale 
oolite 

phosphorite 

pisolite 

radiolarite 

rag 

rudlte 

sandstone 

shale 

siltstone 

tillfte 

METAMORPHIC 

amphibolite 

blueschist 

eclogite 

epidiorlte 

epidosite 

gneiss 

granulite 

homfels 

lapis lazuli 

marble 

mica schist 

mylomte 

phylllte 

psammite 


pyroxenlte 

quartzite 

schist 

serpentinite 

slate 

verdite 

IGNEOUS 

andesite 

anorthosite 

apllte 

basalt 

breccia 

diorlte 

dolente 

dunite 

eivan 

felsite 

gabbro 

granite 

greenstone 

kimberlite 

lamprophyre 

lava 

monzomte 

obsidian 

ophioltte 

pegmatite 

perldotite 

phonolfte 

picrlte 

porphyry 

pumice 

rhyolite 

syenite 

tephnte 

tonalite 

trachyte 

trap 

tuff 

vanolite 

vitrophyre 


accompanied by the rod corporal punishment, 
the cane, the lash, the birch, beating, flogging, 
caning, birching 

rodent ► noun. See list 

rogue ►noun ©a rogue without ethics scoun 
drel, villai», miscreant, reprobate, rascal, 
good-for-nothing, ne’er-do-well, wretch, informal 
rat, dog, louse, crook, informal, dated rotter, 
bounder, blighter, dated cad, archaic blackguard, 
knave Qyour boy’s a little rogue rascal, imp, 
devil, monkey, informal scamp, scallywag, mon- 
ster, horror, terror, tyke, Bnt informal pensher, N 
Amer informal hellion 

roguish ►adjective ©a roguish character un 
principled, dishonest, deceitful, unscrupulous, 
untrustworthy, shameless, wicked, villainous, 
informal shady, scoundrelly, rascally, archaic knav- 
ish Qa roguish gnn mischievous, playful, teas- 
ing, cheeky, naughty, wicked, impish, devilish, 
arch, informal waggish 

roister ►verb enjoy oneself, celebrate, revel, 
carouse, frolic, romp, have fun, make merry. 
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Rodents 

See otso squirrel 

acouchl 
agouti 
bamboo rat 
bandicoot rat 
bank vole 
beaver 
black rat 
brown rat 
cane rat 
capybara 
cavy 

chinchilla 
climbing mouse 
common rat 
cotton rat 
coypu 
deer mouse 
degu 
desert rat 
dormouse 
field mouse 
field vole 
gerbil 
gopher 

grasshopper mouse 

gundi 

guinea pig 

hamster 

harvest mouse 

hopping mouse 

house mouse 

hutla 

jerboa 

Jird 

jumping mouse 
kangaroo mouse 
kangaroo rat 


lemming 
mara 
marmot 
meadow vole 
mole rat 

mountain beaver 
mouse 
muskrat 
naked mole rat 
Norway rat 
paca 

pacarana 
pine vole 
pocket mouse 
porcupine 
pouched rat 
rat 

red-backed vole 
rice rat 
snow vole 
spiny mouse 
sprlnghaas 
spring hare 
steppe lemming 
stick-nest rat 
swamp rat 
tuco-tuco 
vesper rat 
viscacha 
vole 

water rat 
water vole 
white-footed mouse 
white mouse 
wood mouse 
wood rat 


rollick, informal party, live it up. whoop it up. 
have a ball, make whoopee 

role ►noun ©a small role in the film part, char- 
acter ©his role as President of the EC capacity, 
position, job, post, office, duty, responsibility, 
mantle, place, function, part 

roll ► verb ©the bottle rolled down the table bowl, 
turn over and over, spin, rotate, ©waiters rolled 
in the trolleys wheel, push, trundle ©we rolled 
past fields travel, go, move, pass, cruise, 
sweep ©the months rolled by. pass, go by, slip 
by. fly by, elapse, wear on, march on ©tears 
rolled down her cheeks flow, run, course, stream, 
pour, spill, tnckle ©the mist rolled in billow, 
undulate, tumble, ©he rolled his handkerchief 
mto a ball, wind, coil, fold, curl, twist, ©roll out 
the pastry flatten, level, even out. © they rolled 
about with laughter stagger, lurch, reel, totter, 
teeter, wobble. <D the ship began to roll: lurch, 
toss, rock, pitch, plunge, sway, reel, list, keel. 
<D thunder rolled rumble, reverberate, echo, re- 
sound. boom, roar, grumble. 

► noun ©a roll of wrapping paper cylinder, tube, 
scroll, bolt ©a roD of film, reel, spool, ©a roll 
of notes wad, bundle Qa roU of the dice, throw, 
toss, turn, spin, ©crusty rolls: bread roll, bun, 
bagel; Bnt bap, muffin; N English barm; N Amer 
hoagie; Military slang wad See list at bread ©the 
electoral roll- list, register, directory, record, file, 


index, catalogue, inventory, census ©a roU of 
thunder rumble, reverberation, echo, boom, 
clap, crack, roar, grumble 

■ roll In ( informal) © money has been rolling in- 
pour in, flood in. flow in ©he rolled in at nine 
o'clock arrive, turn up. appear, show one’s 
face, informal show up, roll up. blow in 

■ rolling In It {informal). See rich sense 1 

■ roll something out unroll, spread out, un- 
furl, unfold, open (out), unwind, uncoil 

■ roll something up fold (up), furl, wind up. 
coil (up), bundle up 

■ roll up ( informal) See roll in sense 2 

rollicking 1 ► noun {Bnt informal) I got a rollicking 
for being late See lecture noun sense 2 

rollicking 2 ► adjective a rollicking party lively. 
boisterous, exuberant, spirited, riotous, noisy, 
wild, rowdy, roisterous, informal rumbustious, N 
Amer informal rambunctious 

roly-poly ►adjective ( informal) chubby, plump, 
fat, stout, rotund, round, dumpy, chunky, port- 
ly, overweight, fleshy, paunchy, bulky, corpu- 
lent, informal tubby, pudgy, beefy, porky, blub- 
bery, Bnt informal podgy, N Amer informal zaftig, 
corn-fed 

-opposites skinny 

romance ►noun Q their romance blossomed 
love, passion, ardour, adoration, devotion, af- 
fection, fondness, attachment ©he's had many 
romances love affair, relationship, liaison, 
courtship, attachment, flirtation, dalliance 
©an author of historical romances love story, 
novel, romantic fiction, mfonmal tear-jerker 
© the romance of the Far East mystery, glamour, 
excitement, exoticism, mystique, appeal, al- 
lure, charm 

► verb © {dated) he was romancing Meg - woo, chase, 
pursue, go out with, pay court to. informal see. 
go steady with, date, dated court, make love to 
©I am romancing the past romanticize, idealize, 
paint a rosy picture of 

romantic ►adjective Qhe's so romantic loving, 
amorous, passionate, tender, affectionate; infor- 
mal lovey-dovey © romantic songs- sentimental, 
hearts-and-flowers, slushy, mushy, sloppy; 
mawkish, sickly, saccharine, syrupy, informal 
schmaltzy, gooey, treacly, cheesy, corny, Bnt in- 
formal soppy; N Amer informal comball, sappy. Qa 
romantic setting- idyllic, picturesque, fany-tale, 
beautiful, lovely, charming, pretty © romantic 
notions of rural communities idealistic, idealized, 
unrealistic, fanciful, impractical; head-in-the- 
clouds, starry-eyed, optimistic, hopeful, vision- 
ary, utopian, fairy-tale 
-opposites unsentimental, realistic 

► noun an incurable romantic idealist, sentimental- 
ist, romanticist, dreamer, visionary, utopian, 
Don Quixote, fantasist; N Amer fantast. 
-opposites realist 

Romeo ►noun ladies 1 man, Don Juan, Casa- 
nova, Lothano, womanizer, playboy, lover, se- 
ducer, philanderer, flirt; gigolo; informal ladykill- 
er, stud. 

romp ►verb ©two fox cubs romped playfully: 
play, frolic, frisk, gambol, skip, prance, caper, 
cavort, rollick; dated sport. ©South Africa romped 
to a win* sail, coast, sweep; win hands down, 
run away with it; informal win by a mile, walk it. 
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roof 

■ hit the roof ( informal) be very angry, be fun- 
ous, lose one’s temper; informal go mad, go 
crazy, go wild, go bananas, have a fit, blow 
one’s top, do one’s nut, go up the wall, go off 
the deep end, go ape, flip, lose one’s rag, Bnt in- 
formal go spare 

room ► noun ©there isn't much room space, 
headroom, legroom, area, expanse, extent, infor- 
mal elbow room. 0 room for improvement scope, 
capacity, leeway, latitude, freedom, opportun- 
lty, chance ©he wandered around the room 
chamber See list Qhe had rooms in the Pepys 
building ■ lodgings, quarters, accommodation; a 
suite, an apartment; informal a pad, digs 
► verb he roomed there in September lodge, board. 


live, stay, be quartered, be housed, formal dwell, 

reside, sojourn 


Rooms 


anteroom 

lavatory 

assembly room 

lecture room 

attic 

library 

basement 

living room 

bathroom 

lobby 

bedroom 

locker room 

bedsit 

loo 

bed-sitting room 

lounge 

boardroom 

loft 

boHer room 

lumber room 

boudoir 

meeting room 

boxroom 

morning room 

breakfast room 

nursery 

buttery 

office 

ceU 

pantry 

cellar 

parlour 

changing room 

playroom 

chili-out room 

reception room 

classroom 

recreation room 

cloakroom 

rumpus room 

common room 

salon 

conference room 

scullery 

conservatory 

sickroom 

consulting room 

sitting room 

day room 

smoking room 

den 

snug 

dining room 

spare room 

drawing room 

stateroom 

dressing room 

still room 

fitting room 

stockroom 

Florida room 

storeroom 

foyer 

studio 

front room 

study 

green room 

sun lounge 

guardroom 

tack room 

guestroom 

taproom 

ha* 

toilet 

kitchen 

utility room 

kitchenette 

waiting room 

landing 

ward 

larder 

withdrawing mom 


roomy ► adjective spacious, capacious, sizeable, 
generous, big, large, extensive, voluminous, 
ample; formal commodious. 

-opposites cramped. 

root ►noun ©a plant's roots: rootstock, tuber, 
rootlet; Botany rhizome, radicle. 0 the root of the 
problem: source, origin, germ, beginnings, gen- 
esis; cause, reason, basis, foundation, bottom. 


seat; core, heart, nub. essence; formal radix, 
©he rejected his roots: origins, beginnings, fam- 
ily, ancestors, predecessors, heritage; birth- 
place, homeland 
-related terms radical, rhizo- 

► verb Q has the shoot rooted ? take root, grow 
roots, establish, strike, take ©root the cuttings 
plant, bed out, sow ©he rooted around in the 
cupboard rummage, hunt, search, nfle. delve, 
forage, dig, nose, poke, Bnt informal rootle 

■ put down roots settle, establish oneself, 
set up home. 

■ root and branch © the firm should be eradi- 
cated, root and branch completely, entirely, 
wholly, totally, thoroughly 0 a root-and-branch 
reform complete, total, thorough, radical 

■ root for (informal) cheer (on), applaud, sup- 
port. encourage 

■ root something out ©the hedge was rooted 
out uproot, deracinate, pull up. grub out 
0root out corruption eradicate, eliminate, 
weed out, destroy, wipe out, stamp out, extir- 
pate, abolish, end. put a stop to ©he rooted out 
a dark secret unearth, dig up, bring to light, 
uncover, discover, dredge up, ferret out, ex- 
pose 

■ take root ©leave the plants to take root ger 
minate, sprout, establish, strike, take ©Chris- 
tianity took root in Persia become established, 
take hold, develop, thrive, flourish 

rooted ►adjective ©views rooted in Indian cul- 
ture embedded, fixed, established, entrenched, 
ingrained ©Neil was rooted to the spot frozen, 
riveted, paralysed, glued, fixed, stock-still, mo- 
tionless, unmoving 

rootless ►adjective itinerant, unsettled, drift- 
ing. roving, footloose, homeless, of no fixed 
abode 

rope ►noun cord, cable, line, hawser, string 
See list 

-related tfrms funicular 

► verb his feet were roped together tie, bind, lash, 
truss, secure, moor, fasten, attach, hitch, 
tether, lasso 

■ know the ropes ( informal) know what to do, 
know the routine, know one’s way around, 
know one’s stuff, know what’s what, be experi- 
enced, informal know the drill, know the score 

■ rope someone In/Into persuade to/into. 
talk mto, inveigle into, enlist, engage 

Types of Rope 


bobstay 

y 

rawhide 

bolt rope 

halyard 

rode 

bowline 

hawser 

runner 

brace 

hobble 

running rope 

brails 

Inhaul 

seizing 

breeching 

jadcstay 

sheet 

buntline 

jib sheet 

sup rope 

cable 

lanyard 

span 

catenary 

lariat 

stay 

cord 


sugan 

cordage 

dowrmaul 

lazy Jack 
leg-rope 

tack 

tackle faH 

foot rope 

manrope 

tether 

foresheet 

marline 

topping m 

forestay 

noose 

top rope 

gantJtae 

outhaul 

tow rope ( 

guest tope 

painter 

W 

guide rope 

ratines 

warp 
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ropy ► adjective O ropy strands of lava stringy, 
thready, fibrous, filamentous, viscous, sticky, 
mucilaginous, thick Q(Bnt informal) l feel a bit 
ropy See ill adjective sense 1 Q(Bnt informal) ropy 
defending from the home team See substandard 
roster ►noun schedule, list, listing, register, 
agenda, calendar, table, Bnt rota 
rostrum ►noun dais, platform, podium, stage, 
soapbox 

rosy ►adjective Qa rosy complexion pink, pink- 
ish, roseate, reddish, glowing, healthy, fresh, 
radiant, blooming, blushing, flushed, ruddy, 
high-coloured, florid ©his Juture looks rosy 
promising, optimistic, auspicious, hopeful, en- 
couraging, favourable, bright, golden, informal 
upbeat 

-opposites pale, bleak 

rot ► verb Q the floorboards rotted decay, decom- 
pose, become rotten, disintegrate, crumble, 
pensh ©the meat began to rot go bad, go off', 
spoil, moulder, putrefy, festei ©poor neigh- 
bourhoods have been left to rot deteriorate, de- 
generate. decline, decay, go to rack and ruin, 
go to seed, go downhill, informal go to pot, go to 
the dogs 

-RFIATED TERMS saptt>- 
— opposites improve 

► noun O the leaves turned black with rot decay, de 
composition, mould, mouldincss, mildew, 
blight, canker, putrefaction, putiescence 
© traditionalists said the rot had set in deterior 
ation, decline, corruption, cancer © (informal) 
stop talking rot See nonsense sense 1 
-opposites sense 
rota ► noun (Bnt ) See roster 
rotary ►adjective rotating, rotatory, rotational, 
revolving, turning, spinning, gyrating, gyratory 
rotate ►verb Qthe wheels rotate continually re 
volve, go round, turn (round), spin, gyrate, 
whirl, twirl, swivel, circle, pivot ©manv nurses 
rotate jobs alternate, take turns, change, 
switch, interchange, exchange, swap, move 
around 

rotation ► noun O the rotation of the wheels re 
volving, turning, spinning, gyration, circling 
©a rotation of the Harth turn, revolution, orbit, 
spin ©each member is chair for six months m rota- 
tion sequence, succession, alternation, cycle 
-related terms gyro- 
rote 

■ by rote mechanically, automatically, parrot- 
fashion. unthinkingly, mindlessly, from mem- 
ory, by heart 

rotten ►adjective Q rotten meat decaying, rot- 
ting, bad, off, decomposing, putrid, putrescent, 
perished, mouldy, mouldenng, mildewy, ran- 
cid, festering, fetid, addled, maggoty, wormy, 
flyblown © rotten teeth decaying, decayed, 
carious, black, disintegrating, crumbling, ©he's 
rotten to the core corrupt, unprincipled, dis- 
honest, dishonourable, unscrupulous, untrust- 
worthy. immoral, villainous, bad, wicked, evil, 
iniquitous, venal, informal crooked, warped, Bnt 
informal bent Q( informal) a rotten thing to do 
nasty, unkind, unpleasant, obnoxious, vile, 
contemptible, despicable, shabby, spiteful, 
mean, malicious, hateful, hurtful, unfair, un- 
charitable, uncalled for; informal dirty, low- 
down, Bnt informal out of order 0 (informal) he 
was a rotten singer, bad, poor, dreadful, awful, 


terrible, frightful, atrocious, hopeless, inad- 
equate, inferior, substandard, informal crummy, 
pathetic, useless, lousy, appalling, abysmal, 
dire, Bnt informal duff, rubbish, a load of pants 
0 (informal) I feel rotten about it guilty, con- 
science-stricken, remorseful, ashamed, shame- 
faced, chastened, contrite, sorry, regretful, re- 
pentant, penitent © (informal) I felt rotten with 
that cold See ill adjective sense 1 
-opposites fresh, honourable, kind, good, 
well 

rotter ► noun (informal, dated) See scoundrel 

rotund ►adjective Qa small, rotund man plump, 
chubby, fat, stout, portly, dumpy, round, 
chunky, overweight, heavy, paunchy, ample, 
flabby, fleshy, bulky, corpulent, obese, informal 
tubby, roly-poly, pudgy, beefy, porky, blubbeiy, 
Bnt informal podgy, N Amer informal zaftig, corn- 
fed © rotund cauldrons round, bulbous, spher- 
ical, sphenc, poetic/ literary orbicular 
-opposites thin 

rou£ ► noun libertine, rake, debauchee, degen- 
erate, profligate, lecher, seducer, womanizer, 
philanderer, adulterei. Don Juan, Lothario, infor- 
mal ladykiller, lech, dirtv old man 

rough ►adjective Q rough ground uneven, ir- 
regular, bumpy, lumpy, knobbly, stony, rocky, 
nigged, rutted, pitted, nitty © the terrier's rough 
coat coarse, bristly, scratchy, prickly, shaggy, 
hairy, bushy 0 rough skin dry, leathery, 
weather-beaten, chapped, calloused, scaly, scab- 
rous Qhis voice was rough gruff, hoarse, 
harsh, rasping, raspy, husky, throaty, gravelly, 
guttuial © rough red wine sharp, sour, acidic, 
acid, vinegary, acidulous Qhe gets rough when 
he's drunk violent, brutal, vicious, aggressive, 
belligerent, pugnacious, thuggish, boisterous, 
rowdy, disorderly, unruly, riotous ©a machine 
that can take rough handling careless, clumsy, 
inept, unskilful © rough manners boorish, lout- 
ish. oafish, bnitish, coarse, crude, uncouth, vul- 
gar. unrefined, unladylike, ungentlemanly, un- 
cultured, unmannerly, impolite, discourteous, 
uncivil, ungracious, rude © rough seas turbu 
lent, stormy, tempestuous, violent, heavy, 
heaving, choppy ©( informal ) I've had a rough 
time difficult, hard, tough, bad, unpleasant, 
demanding, arduous © (informal) you were a bit 
rough on her harsh, hard, tough, stem, severe, 
unfair, unjust, insensitive, nasty, cruel, unkind, 
unsympathetic, brutal, heartless, merciless 
© (informal) I'm feeling rough See ill adjective 
sense 1 ® a rough draft preliminary, hasty, 
quick, sketchy, cursory, basic, crude, rudimen- 
tary, raw, unpolished, incomplete, unfinished 
©a rough estimate approximate, inexact, im- 
precise, vague, estimated, hazy, N Amer informal 
ballpark ©the accommodation is rather rough 
plain, basic, simple, rough and ready, rude, 
crude, primitive, spartan 
-opposites smooth, sleek, soft, dulcet, sweet, 
gentle, careful, refined, calm, easy, kind, well, 
exact, luxurious 

► noun Qthe artist's initial roughs sketch, draft, 
outline, mock-up © (Bnt ) a bunch of roughs at- 
tacked htm ruffian, thug, lout, hooligan, hood- 
lum, rowdy, informal tough, roughneck, bruiser, 
gonlla, yahoo, Bnt infonnal yob. yobbo. 

► verb rough the surface with sandpaper, roughen 

■ rough something out draft, sketch out, 
outline, block out, mock up, formal adumbrate 
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■ rough someone up ( informal) beat up, attack, 
assault, knock about/around, batter, man- 
handle. informal do over, beat the living day- 
lights out of. Bnt informal duff up 

rough and ready ► adjective basic, simple, 
crude, unrefined, unsophisticated, makeshift, 
provisional, stopgap, improvised, extemporary, 
ad hoc, hurried, sketchy 

rough and tumble ► noun scuffle, fight, 
brawl, melee, free-for-all, fracas, rumpus, 
horseplay, Law, dated affray, informal scrap, dust- 
up, punch-up, shindy. N Amer informal rough 
house 

roughly ►adverb ©he shoved her roughly away 
violently, forcefully, forcibly, abruptly, uncere- 
moniously ©they treated him roughly harshly, 
unkindly, unsympathetically, brutally, savage- 
ly, meicilessly, cruelly, heartlessly ©roughly 
L2 4 million approximately, (round) about, 
around, circa, in the region of, something like 
of the older of, or so, or theieabouts, more or 
less, give or take, nearly, close to, approaching, 
Bnt getting oil for 

roughneck ► noun ( informal) Sec ruffian 

round ►adjective ©a round window circular, 
disc-shaped, iing-shaped. hoop-shaped, spheric- 
al, spheroidal, globular, globe-shaped, orb- 
shaped, cylindrical, bulbous, rounded, rotund, 
technical annular, discoid, discoidal, poetic/ literary 
orbicular ©a short, round man plump, chubby, 
fat, stout, rotund, portly, dumpy, chunky, ovei- 
weight, pot-bellied, paunchy, flabby, corpulent, 
fleshy, bulky, obese, informal tubby, roly-poly, 
pudgy, beefy, porky, blubbeiy, Bnt informal 
podgy, N Amer informal zaftig, corn-fed ©his 
deepi, round voice sonorous, icsonant. nch, full, 
mellow, mellifluous, orotund ©a round dozen 
complete, entire, whole, hill ©she berated him 
in round terms candid, frank, direct, honest, 
truthful, straightforward, plain, blunt, forth 
right, bald, explicit, unequivocal 
-opposites thin, reedy 

► noun Q mould the dough into rounds ball, 
spheie, globe, oib, circle, disc, ring, hoop, tech- 
nical annulus ©a policeman on his rounds cir 
cuit, beat, ioute, tour ©the first round of the 
contest stage, level, heat, game, bout, contest 
©an endless round of parties succession, se- 
quence, senes, cycle ©the gun fires thirty rounds 
a second bullet, cartndge, shell, shot 

► preposition & adverb © the alleys round the station 
around, about, encircling, near, in the vicinity 
of, orbiting © casinos dotted round France 
throughout, all over, here and there m 

► verb the ship rounded the point go round, travel 
round, skirt, circumnavigate, orbit 

■ round about approximately, about, around, 
circa, roughly, of the order of, something like, 
more or less, as near as dammit to, close to. 
near to, practically, or so, or thereabouts, give 
or take a few, not far oft* nearly, almost, ap- 
proaching, Bnt getting on for 

■ round the bend (informal) See mad sense 1 

■ round the clock Q we're working round the 
clock, day and night, night and day, all the 
time, {morning, noon, and night}, continuous- 
ly, non-stop, steadily, unremittingly; informal 24- 
7 © round-the-clock supervision, continuous, con- 
stant, non-stop, continual, uninterrupted 

■ round something off Q the square edges were 
rounded off smooth off, plane off. sand off, 


level off © the party rounded off a successful year 
complete, finish off, crown, cap, top. conclude, 
close, end 

■ round on someone snap at, attack, turn 
on, weigh into, let fly at. lash out at, hit out at, 
informal bite someone’s head off, jump down 
someone’s throat, lay mto, tear into, Bnt informal 
have a go at. N Amer informal light into 

■ round someone/something up gather to 
gether, herd together, muster, marshal, rally, 
assemble, collect, group, N Amer corral 

roundabout ►adjective ©a roundabout route 
circuitous, indirect, meandering, serpentine, 
tortuous ©J asked in a roundabout sort of way 
indirect, oblique, circuitous, circumlocutory, 
periphrastic, digressive, long-winded, evasive 
-opposites direct 

► noun (Bnt)Qgo straight on at the roundabout N 
Amer rotary, traffic circle ©a roundabout with 
wooden horses merry-go-round, carousel, archaic 
whirligig 

roundly ► adverb © he was roundly condemned 
vehemently, emphatically, fiercely, forcefully, 
severely, plainly, frankly, candidly ©she was 
roundly defeated utterly, completely, thorough 
ly, decisively, conclusively, heavily, soundly 

round-up ►noun ©a cattle round-up assembly. 
muster, rally, N Amer rodeo ©the sports round- 
up summary, synopsis, overview, ieview, out- 
line, digest, precis, N Amer wrap-up, informal 
recap 

rouse ►verb ©he roused Ralph at dawn wake 
(up), awaken, arouse, Bnt informal knock up, for- 
mal waken © she roused and looked around wake 
up, awake, awaken, come to. get up, rise, bestir 
oneself, forma/ arise ©he roused the crowd stir 
up, excite, galvanize, electrify, stimulate, in- 
spire. inspirit, move, inflame, agitate, goad, 
provoke, incite, spur on, N Amer light a fire 
under ©he's got a temper when he’s roused pro 
voke, annoy, anger, infiinate, madden, incense, 
vex, irk, informal aggravate ©her disappearance 
roused my suspicions arouse, awaken, prompt, 
provoke, stimulate, pique, trigger, spark oft, 
touch off, kindle, elicit 
-opposites calm, pacify, allay 

rousing ► adjective stirring, inspiring, excit- 
ing, stimulating, moving, electrifying, invigor- 
ating. energizing, exhilarating, enthusiastic, 
vigorous, spirited, inflammatory 

rout ► noun © the army’s ignominious rout re 
treat, flight © Newcastle scored 13 tries in the 
rout crushing defeat, trouncing, annihilation, 
debacle, fiasco, informal licking, hammering, 
thrashing, pasting, drubbing, massacre 
-opposites victory 

► verb © hts army was routed put to flight, drive 
off. scatter, defeat, beat, conquer, vanquish, 
crush, overpower ©he routed the defending 
champum beat hollow, trounce, defeat, get the 
better of, informal lick, hammer, clobber, thrash, 
paste, demolish, annihilate, drub, cane, wipe 
the floor with, walk all over, make mincemeat 
of, massacre, slaughter, Bnt informal stuff; N 
Amer informal cream, shellac, skunk 
-opposites lose 

route ►noun a different route to the shops, way, 
course, road, path, direction, passage, journey 

► verb enquiries are routed to the relevant desk dir 
ect, send, convey, dispatch, forward 
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routine ►noun ©his morning routine proced- 
ure, practice, pattern, drill, regime, regimen, 
programme, schedule, plan, formula, method, 
system, customs, habits, formal wont ©a stand * 
up routine act, performance, number, turn, 
piece, informal spiel, patter 

► adjective Qa routine health check standard, regu- 
lar, customary, normal, usual, ordinary, typical, 
everyday, common, commonplace, convention- 
al, habitual, poetic /literary wonted ©a routine ac- 
tion movie boring, tedious, tiresome, wean- 
some. monotonous, humdrum, run-of-the-mill, 
prosaic, dreaiy, pedestnan, predictable, hack- 
neyed. stock, unimaginative, unongmal, banal, 
tnte 

-opposites unusual 

rove ►verb wander, roam, ramble, drift, me- 
ander. range, travel. Scottish stravaig, archaic 
peregnnate 

rover ► noun wanderer, traveller, globetrotter, 
dnfter, bird of passage, roamer, itinerant, tran- 
sient, nomad, gypsy, Romany, tramp, vagrant, 
vagabond. N Amer hobo 

row 1 ►noun ©rows of children line, column, 
file, queue, procession, chain, stnng. succes- 
sion; informal crocodile © the middle row of seats 
tier, line. rank, bank 

■ in a row three days in a row consecutively, 
in succession, running, straight, informal on the 
trot 

row 2 [Bnt informal) ► noun Q have you two had a 
row ? argument, quarrel, squabble, fight, con- 
tretemps. falling-out, disagreement, dispute, 
clash, altercation, shouting match, informal tiff, 
set-to. run-in, slanging match, spat, Bnt informal 
barney, bust-up © the row the crowd was making 
din, noise, racket, clamour, uproar, tumult, 
hubbub, commotion, brouhaha, rumpus, pan- 
demonium. babel, informal hullabaloo ©Mum 
give me a row reprimand, rebuke, reproof, ad- 
monition, reproach, remonstration, lecture, 
criticism, informal telling-off, slap on the wnst. 
dressing-down, roasting, tongue-lashing; Bnt in -. 
formal ticking-off, carpeting, rollicking, rocket 

► verb they rowed about money argue, quarrel, 
squabble, bicker, fight, fall out, disagree, have 
words, dispute, wrangle, cross swords, lock 
horns, be at loggerheads, informal scrap, argufy. 

rowdy ►adjective rowdy youths • unruly, disor- 
derly, obstreperous, riotous, undisciplined, un- 
controllable, ungovernable, disruptive, out of 
control, rough, wild, lawless; boisterous, up- 
roarious, noisy, loud, clamorous, informal rum- 
bustious, N Amer informal rambunctious 
-opposites peaceful 

► noun the pub filled up with rowdies, ruffian, 
troublemaker, lout, hooligan, thug, hoodlum, 
Bnt tearaway, informal tough, bruiser, yahoo, Bnt 
informal rough, yob, yobbo 

royal ►adjective Qthe royal prerogative regal, 
kingly, queenly, princely, sovereign, monar- 
chical. ©a royal welcome excellent, fine, mag- 
nificent, splendid, superb, wonderful, first-rate, 
first-class; informal fantastic, great, tremendous 
rub ►verb Q Polly rubbed her arm. massage, 
knead, stroke, pat ©he rubbed sun lotion on her 
back apply, smear, spread, work m © my shoes 
rub painfully chafe, pinch; hurt, be painful. 

► noun ©she gave his back a rub ; massage, rub- 
down. ©1 gave my shoes a rub: polish, wipe, 
clean ©it's too complicated — that's the rub: 


problem, difficulty, trouble, drawback, hin- 
drance, impediment, snag, hitch, catch 

■ rub along ( Brit infomna!) manage, cope, get by, 
make do. muddle along/through; informal make 
out 

■ rub something down clean, sponge, wash, 
groom. 

■ rub It In (informal) emphasize, stress, under- 
line, highlight, go on, harp on, informal rub 
someone’s nose in it 

■ rub off on be transferred to. be passed on 
to, be transmitted to, be communicated to, af- 
fect, influence 

■ rub something out erase, delete, remove, 
efface, obliterate, expunge 

■ rub shoulders with associate with, mingle 
with, fraternize with, socialize with, mix with, 
keep company with, consort with, N Amer rub 
elbows with, informal hang around/out with, 
hobnob with, knock about/around with 

■ rub something up polish, buff up, burnish, 
shine, wax. clean, wipe 

■ rub someone up the wrong way ( Bnt ) See 

ANNOY 

rubbish ►noun © throw away that rubbish ref 
use, waste, litter, debns, detntus, scrap, dross, 
flotsam and jetsam, lumber, sweepings, scraps, 
dregs, N Amer garbage, trash, informal dreck, 
junk ©she’s talking rubbish nonsense, balder- 
dash, gibberish, claptrap, blarney, moonshine, 
garbage, informal hogwash, baloney, tnpe, dnvel, 
bilge, bunk, piffle, poppycock, phooey, twad- 
dle, gobbledegook, Bnt mfomial codswallop, cob- 
blers, tosh, cack, Scottish & N English informal 
havers, N Amer informal bushwa, applesauce. 

► verb (Bnt informal ) they often rubbish trade unions 
See criticize 

► adjective (Bnt informal) a rubbish team See hope 
less sense 3 

rubbishy ►adjective (informal) worthless, sub- 
standard, trashy, inferior, second-rate, third- 
rate, poor-quality, cheap, shoddy, bad, poor, 
dreadftil, awful, terrible, informal crummy, ap- 
palling. lousy, dire, tacky; Bnt informal duff, 
chronic, rubbish 

rubble ►noun debris, remains, rums, wreck- 
age 

ruction ►noun (informal) disturbance, noise, 
racket, dm, commotion, fuss, uproar, furore, 
hue and cry. rumpus, fracas, (ructions) 
trouble, hell to pay, informal to-do, hullabaloo, 
hoo-ha, ballyhoo, stink, kerfuffle. Bnt informal 
row, carry-on. 

ruddy ►adjective ©a ruddy complexion, rosy, 
red, pink, roseate, rubicund, healthy, glowing, 
fresh, flushed, blushing, florid, high-coloured; 
poetic/ literary rubescent. Q(Brjt informal) you ruddy 
idioV See damned sense 2. 

-opposites pale. 

rude ►adjective ©a rude man. ill-mannered, 
bad-mannered, impolite, discourteous, uncivil, 
unmannerly, mannerless; impertinent, inso- 
lent, impudent, disrespectful, cheeky; churlish, 
curt, brusque, brash, offhand, short, sharp; of- 
fensive, insulting, derogatory, disparaging, abu- 
sive; tactless, undiplomatic, uncomplimentary 
Qrude Jokes : vulgar, coarse, smutty, dirty, 
filthy, crude, lewd, obscene, off colour, offen- 
sive. indelicate, tasteless; risqut, naughty, rib- 
ald, bawdy, racy; Informal blue; Bnt. informal near 
the knuckle; N. Amer informal gamy; euphemistic 
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adult 0 a rude awakening- abrupt, sudden, 
sharp, startling; unpleasant, nasty, harsh 
O (dated) a rude cabin, primitive, crude, rudimen' 
taiy. rough, simple, basic. 0 {archaic) a rude and 
barbarous people ■ uneducated, ignorant, illiter- 
ate, uncultured, uncivilized, unrefined, rough, 
coarse, uncouth, boorish 
-opposites polite, clean, luxurious, civilized 

rudimentary ► adjective O rudimentary carpen- 
try skills basic, elementary, primary, fundamen- 
tal, essential, ©the equipment was rudimentary 
primitive, crude, simple, unsophisticated, rough 
(and ready), makeshift 0 a rudimentary thumb 
vestigial, undeveloped, incomplete; Biology 
abortive, primitive 

-opposites advanced, sophisticated, devel- 
oped 

rudiments ► plural noun basics, fundamentals, 
essentials, first principles, foundation, informal 
nuts and bolts, ABC. 

rue ► verb regret, be sony about, feel remorse- 
ful about, repent of, reproach oneself for, de- 
plore, lament, bemoan, bewail 

rueful ► adjective regretful, apologetic, sorry, 
remorseful, shamefaced, sheepish, hangdog, 
comute, repentant, penitent, conscience 
stricken, self-reproachful, sorrowful, sad 

ruffian ► noun THUG, lout, hooligan, hoodlum, 
vandal, delinquent, rowdy, scoundrel, villain, 
rogue, bully boy, brute, informal tough, bruiser, 
heavy, yahoo, Bnt informal rough, yob. yobbo; N 
Amer informal goon 

ruffle ► verb Qhe ruffled her hair disarrange, 
tousle, dishevel, rumple, nffle. disorder, mess 
up, tangle. N Amer informal muss up © the wind 
ruffled the water ripple, nffle ©don't let him ruf- 
fle you annoy, lmtate, vex, nettle, anger, exas- 
perate; disconcert, unnerve, fluster, agitate, 
harass, upset, disturb, discomfit, put off, per- 
turb, unsettle, bother, worry, trouble, informal 
rattle, faze, throw, get to, nle, needle, aggra- 
vate, bug. peeve, Bnt informal wmd up, nark 
-opposites smooth, soothe 
► noun a shirt with ruffles frill, flounce, ruff, 
niche, jabot, furbelow 

rug ► noun O they sat on the rug- mat, carpet; N 
Amer floorcloth See list at rug © he was 
wrapped in a tartan rug- blanket, coverlet, 
throw, wrap; N Amer lap robe 0 (informal) he’s 
wearing a ridiculous rug: toupee, wig, hairpiece 

rugged ► adjective Qthe rugged coast path 
rough, uneven, bumpy, rocky, stony, pitted, 
jagged, craggy ©a rugged vehicle robust, dur- 
able, sturdy, strong, tough, resilient. 0 rugged 
manly types, well built, burly, strong, muscular, 
muscly, brawny, strapping, husky, hulking, 
tough, hardy, robust, sturdy, lusty, solid, informal 
hunky, beefy. ©his rugged features ■ strong, 
craggy, rough-hewn; manly, masculine, irregu- 
lar, weathered 

-opposites smooth, flimsy, weedy, delicate 

ruin ►noun Qthe buddings were saved from ruin. 
disintegration, decay, disrepair, dilapidation, 
ruination; destruction, demolition, wreckage, 
©t he ruins of a church: remains, remnants, frag- 
ments, relics; rubble, debris, wreckage. O elect- 
oral ruin for Labour, downfall, collapse, defeat, 
undoing, failure, breakdown, ruination, Water- 
loo. O shopkeepers are facing ruin: bankruptcy. 


insolvency, penury, poverty, destitution, im- 
poverishment, indigence, failure. 

-opposites preservation, triumph, wealth 
► verb ©don't ruin my plans wreck, destroy, spoil, 
mar, blight, shatter, dash, torpedo, scotch, 
mess up, sabotage, informal screw up, foul up. 
put the kibosh on. do for, nix, queer, Bnt. infor- 
mal scupper © the bank’s collapse ruined them all 
bankrupt, make insolvent, impoverish, pauper- 
ize, wipe out, break, cnpple, bring someone to 
their knees ©a country ruined by civil war des 
troy, devastate, lay waste, ravage, raze, demol- 
ish, wreck, wipe out, flatten 
-opposites save, rebuild 
■ in ruins O the abbey is in ruins' derelict, ru- 
ined, in disrepair, falling to pieces, dilapidated, 
tumbledown, ramshackle, decrepit, decaying, 
ruinous ©his career is in ruins destroyed, ru- 
ined, in pieces, in ashes, over, finished, informal 
in tatters, on the rocks, done for 

ruined ► adjective derelict, in rums, dilapi- 
dated, ruinous, tumbledown, ramshackle, de- 
crepit, falling to pieces, crumbling, decaying, 
disintegrating, informal shambly 

ruinous ►adjective Qa ruinous trade war disas- 
trous, devastating, catastrophic, calamitous, 
crippling, crushing, damaging, destructive, 
harmful, costly © ruinous interest rates extor 
tionate, exorbitant, excessive, sky-high, outra- 
geous, inflated, Bnt over the odds, informal crim- 
inal, steep ©a ruinous chapel See ruined 

rule ►noun O health and safety rules regulation, 
ruling, directive, order, act, law, statute, edict, 
canon, mandate, command, dictate, decree, 
fiat, injunction, commandment, stipulation, re- 
quirement, guideline, direction, forma I ordin- 
ance © church attendance on Sunday was the gen- 
eral rule procedure, practice, protocol, conven- 
tion, norm, routine, custom, habit, formal 
praxis, wont © moderation is the golden rule pre 
cept, principle, standard, axiom, truth, maxim 
O Punjab came under British rule control, juris- 
diction, command, power, dominion; govern- 
ment, administration, sovereignty, leadership, 
supremacy, authority, raj 
-related terms hegemonic, -cracy, -archy 
► verb QEl Salvador was ruled by Spain govern, 
preside over, control, lead, dominate, run. 
head, administer, manage ©Mary ruled for six 
years, be in power, be m control, be m com- 
mand, be in charge, govern, reign, be mon- 
arch, be sovereign. 0 the judge ruled that they be 
set free, decree, order, pronounce, judge, ad- 
judge, ordain, decide, find, determine, resolve, 
settle ©subversion ruled prevail, predominate, 
be the order of the day, reign supreme, formal 
obtain 

■ as a rule usually, generally, m general, nor- 
mally. ordinarily, customarily, for the most 
part, on the whole, by and large, in the mam, 
mainly, mostly, commonly, typically. 

■ rule something out exclude, eliminate, dis- 
regard, preclude, prohibit, prevent, disallow 

ruler ►noun leader, sovereign, monarch, po- 
tentate, king, queen, emperor, empress, prince, 
princess, crowned head, head of state, presi- 
dent, premier, governor; overlord, chief, chief- 
tain. lord; dictator, autocrat. See list. 

-opposites subject 

ruling ► noun the judge’s ruling, judgement, deci- 
sion, adjudication, finding, verdict; pronounce- 
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Titles of Rulers 


aga 

Khedive 

rani 

archduke 

maharaja 

regent 

caesar 

mikado 

satrap 

caliph 

mogul 

shah 

emir 

nawab 

sheikh 

emperor 

Negus 

shogun 

empress 

Nizam 

sultan 

Ftihrer 

pharaoh 

Tenno 

grand duke 

prince 

tsar/czar 

kaiser 

princess 

viceroy 

king 

queen 


khan 

raia 



ment, resolution, decree, injunction 
► adjective Qthe ruling monarch reigning, sover- 
eign, regnant Q Japan's ruling party governing, 
controlling, commanding, supreme, leading, 
dominant, ascendant Qfootball was their ruling 
passion main, chief, principal, major, prime, 
dominating, foremost, predominant, central, 
focal, informal number-one 
rum ►adjective { Bnt informal, dated). See peculiar 
sense 1 

rumble ►verb boom, thunder, roll, roar, re- 
sound. reverberate, echo, grumble 
rumbustious ► adjective ( informal ) See boister 
ous sense 1 

ruminate ►verb Owe ruminated on life think 
about, contemplate, consider, meditate on, 
muse on. mull over, ponder on/over, deliberate 
about/on. chew over, puzzle over, formal cogi- 
tate about © cows ruminating chew the cud 
rummage ►verb search, hunt, root about/ 
around, ferret about/around, fish about/ 
around, poke aiound in, dig, delve, go through, 
explore, sift through, rifle through, Bnt informal 
rootle around 

rumour ►noun gossip, hearsay, talk, tittle- 
tattle, speculation, word, on dit, (rumours) re- 
ports, stones, whispers, canards, informal the 
grapevine, the word on the street, the buzz, N 
Amer informal scuttlebutt 

rump ►noun Qa smack on the rump rear (end), 
seat, buttocks, cheeks, Bnt bottom, informal back- 
side, behind, BTM, sit-upon, demure, Bnt infor- 
mal bum, botty, jacksie, N Amer informal butt, 
fanny, tush, tail, buns, booty, heinie, humorous 
fundament, postenor, stem, Anatomy nates 
Qthe rump of the army remainder, rest, rem- 
nant. remains 

rumple ► verb Qthe sheet was rumpled crum 
ple, crease, wnnkle, cnnkle, ruck (up), scrunch 
up, Bnt ruckle Qian rumpled her hair ruffle, 
disarrange, tousle, dishevel, nffle, mess up, N 
Amer informal muss up 
-opposites smooth 

rumpus ►noun disturbance, commotion, up- 
roar, furore, brouhaha, hue and cry, mckus, 
fracas, melee, tumult, noise, racket, dm, informal 
to-do, hullabaloo, hoo-ha, kerfuffle, ballyhoo, 
Bnt informal row, carry-on, Scottish informal stushie 
run ►verb ©she ran across the road sprint, race, 
dart, rush, dash, hasten, hurry, scurry, scam- 
per, hare, bolt, fly, gallop, career, charge, 
shoot, hurtle, speed, zoom, go like lightning, 
go hell for leather, go like the wind; jog, trot, 
mfonnal tear. pelt, scoot, hotfoot it, leg it, belt, 


zip, whip, Bnt informal bomb, N Amer informal 
hightail it, barrel Qthe robbers turned and ran 
flee, run away, run off. run for it. take flight, 
make off. take off, take to one’s heels, make a 
break for it, bolt, make one’s getaway, escape, 
mfonnal beat it. clear off/out, vamoose, skedad- 
dle, split, leg it. scram, Bnt informal do a runner, 
scarper, do a bunk. N Amer informal light out, 
take a powder, skidoo, Austral informal shoot 
through Qhe ran in the marathon compete, 
take part, participate ©a shiver ran down my 
spine go, pass, slide, move, travel Qhe ran his 
eye down i the list cast, pass, skim, flick Qthe 
road runs the length of the valley extend, stretch, 
reach, continue ©water ran from the eaves 
flow, pour, stream, gush, flood, cascade, roll, 
course, spill, tnckle, drip, dnbble, leak Qa bus 
runs to Sorrento travel, shuttle, go QI11 run 
you home drive, take, bnng, ferry, chauffeur, 
give someone a lift ©he runs a transport com- 
pany be in charge of, manage, direct, control, 
head, govern, supervise, superintend, oversee, 
operate, conduct, own. ©it's expensive to run a 
car maintain, keep, own, possess, have, dnve 
©they ran some tests carry out, do, perform, 
execute he left the engine running operate, 
function, work, go, tick over, idle ©the lease 
runs for twenty years be valid, last, be in effect, 
be operative, continue, be effective ©the 
show' ran for two years be staged, be performed, 
be on, be mounted, be screened <D he ran for 
president stand for, be a candidate for, be a 
contender for © the paper ran the story pub 
lish, pnnt, feature, carry, put out. release, 
issue ©they run drugs smuggle, traffic in. 
deal in ©they were run out of town chase, 
dnve, hound 

► noun Qhis morning run sprint, jog, dash, gal- 
lop, trot Qshe did the school run route, jour- 
ney, circuit, round, beat ©a run in the car 
drive, ride, turn, tnp, excursion, outing, jaunt, 
ainng, informal spin, tootle, Scottish informal hurl 
©an unbeaten run of victories series, succession, 
sequence, stnng. chain, streak, spell, stretch, 
spate ©a run on sterling demand for, rush on 
0 they had the run of her home free use of, un- 
restricted access to Qthe usual run of cafes 
type, kind, sort, vanety, class 0 against the run 
of play, he scored again trend, tendency, course, 
direction, movement, dnft, tide, ©a chicken 
run enclosure, pen, coop © a ski run slope. 
track, piste, N Amer trail ©a run in her tights 
ladder, np, tear, snag, hole 

■ in the long run eventually, in the end, ul- 
timately, when all is said and done, in the full- 
ness of time, Bnt informal at the end of the day. 

■ on the run on the loose, at large, loose, 
running away, fleeing, fugitive, informal AWOL, 
N Amer informal on the lam 

■ run across meet (by chance), come across, 
run into, chance on, stumble on, happen on. in- 
formal bump into 

■ run after ( informal ) pursue, chase, make ad- 
vances to, flirt with, informal make up to. come 
on to, be all over, vamp; dated set one’s cap at 

■ run along ( informal ) go away, be off with you. 
shoo, informal scram, buzz off, skedaddle, scat, 
beat it, get lost, shove off, clear off; Bnt informal 
hop it, poetic I literary begone. 

■ run around ( informal) be unfaithful, have af- 
fairs, philander, informal play the field, sleep 
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around, Bnt informal play away. N Amer informal 
fool around 

■ run away Q her attacker ran away See run 
verb sense 2 ©she ran away with the champion - 
ship win easily, win hands down, informal win 
by a mile, walk it, romp home 

■ run down decline, degenerate, go downhill, 
go to seed, decay, go to rack and rum, informal 
go to pot, go to the dogs 

■ run someone down O he was run down by 
joynders run over, knock down/over, hit, 
stnke 0 she ran him down in front of other people 
criticize, denigrate, belittle, disparage, depre- 
cate, find fault with, informal put down, knock, 
bad-mouth, Bnt informal rubbish, slag off, formal 
derogate 

■ run something down ©she finally ran a copy 

of the book down find, discover, locate, track 
down, trace, unearth 0 employers ran down their 
workforces gradually reduce, cut back on, down- 
size. decrease, trim, phase out. wind down/up 

■ run for It. See run verb sense 2 

■ run high feelings were running high be strong. 
be fervent, be passionate, be intense 

■ run In heart disease runs in the family be com 
mon in, be inherent in 

■ run someone in ( informal ) See arrest verb 
sense 1 

■ run into ©a car ran into his van collide 
with, hit, strike, crash into, smash into, plough 
into ram. impact 0i ran into Hugo the other 
day meet (by chance) run across, chance on, 
stumble on, happen on. informal bump into 
0we ran into a problem experience, encounter, 
meet with, be faced with, be confronted with 
O his debts run into six figures reach, extend to, 
be as much as 

■ run low supplies were running low dwindle, di- 
minish, become depleted, be used up, be in 
short supply, be tight 

■ run off O the youths ran off See run verb sense 
2 0 ( informal ) he ran off with her money See steal 
verb sense 1 

■ run something off Q would you run off that 
list for me? copy, photocopy, xerox, duplicate, 
pnnt, produce, do ©run off some of the excess 
water drain, bleed, draw off. pump out 

■ run on ©the call ran on for hours continue, 
go on, carry on, last, keep going, stretch 
Qyour mother does run on talk incessantly, 
talk a lot. go on, chatter on, ramble on, informal 
yak, gab, yabber, Bnt informal rabbit on, witter 
on. chunter on, talk the hind leg off a donkey, 
N Amer informal run off at the mouth 

■ run out O supplies ran out be used up, dry 
up. be exhausted, be finished, peter out 0they 
ran out of cash be out of, use up, consume, eat 
up, informal be fresh out of, be cleaned out of 
©her contract ran out expire, end, terminate, 
finish, lapse 

■ run out on someone ( informal) See abandon 
verb sense 3 

■ run over O the bathwater ran over overflow, 
spill over, bnm over, archaic overbrim ©the 
project ran over budget exceed, go over, over- 
shoot, overreach ©he quickly ran over the story 
recapitulate, repeat, run through, go over, re- 
iterate. review, look over, read through, informal 
recap on 

■ run someone over. See run someone down 
sense 1 


■ run the show ( informal) be in charge, be in 
control, be at the helm, be in the driving seat, 
be at the wheel, informal be the boss, call the 
shots 

■ run through Q they quickly ran through their 
money squander, spend, fritter away, dissipate, 
waste, go through, consume, use up, informal 
blow Qthe attitude that runs through hi s wnting 
pervade, permeate, suffuse, imbue, inform 
©he ran through his notes See run over sense 3 
©let’s run through scene three rehearse, prac- 
tise, go over, repeat, N Amer run down, informal 
recap on 

■ run someone through stab, pierce, trans- 
fix. impale 

■ run to © the bill ran to £ 22,000 amount to, 
add up to. total, come to, equal, reach, be as 
much as Owe can’t run to champagne afford, 
stretch to, manage ©he was running to fat 
tend to. become, get. grow 

runaway ►noun a teenage runaway fugitive, 
escaper, escapee, refugee, truant, absconder, 
deserter 

► adjective Q a runaway horse out of control, es- 
caped, loose, on the loose 0 a runaway victory 
easy, effortless, informal as easy as pie ©run- 
away inflation rampant, out of control, un- 
checked, unbridled 

rundown ► noun summary, synopsis, precis, 
run-thiough, summarization, summation, re- 
view, overview, briefing, sketch, outline, informal 
low-down, recap 

run down ►adjective ©a run-down area of Lon- 
don dilapidated, tumbledown, ramshackle, 
derelict, ruinous, in nuns, cnimbling, neglect- 
ed, uncared-for, depressed, seedy, shabby, 
slummy, squalid, informal shambly, Bnt informal 
grotty ©she was feeling rather run down unwell, 
ill, poorly, unhealthy, peaky, tired, drained, ex- 
hausted, fatigued, worn out, below par. washed 
out, Bnt off colour, informal under the weather. 
Bnt informal off, ropy, knackered, Scottish informal 
wabbit, Austral / NZ mfonnal crook, dated seedy 

run-in ► noun ( informal ) disagreement, argument, 
dispute, altercation, confrontation, contre- 
temps, quarrel, brush, encounter, tangle, fight, 
clash, informal set-to, spat, scrap, Bnt informal row 

runner ► noun o the runners were limbering up 
athlete, spnnter, hurdler, racer, jogger 0a 
strawberry runner shoot, offshoot, sprout, ten- 
dnl. Botany stolon © the bookmaker employed run - 
ners messenger, courier, errand boy. informal 
gofer * 

■ do a runner {Bnt informal) See abscond 

running ►noun ©his running was particularly 
fast sprinting, spnnt, racing, jogging, jog 
0 the running of the school administration, man- 
agement, organization, coordination, orchestra- 
tion, handling, direction, control, regulation, 
supervision e the smooth running of her depart- 
ment operation, working, function, perform- 
ance 

► adjective Q running water flowing, gushing, 
rushing, moving 0 a running argument on 
going, sustained, continuous, incessant, cease- 
less, constant, perpetual, recurrent, recumng 
©she was late two days running in succession, 
in a row, in sequence, consecutively, straight, 
together, informal on the trot 



runny | ruthless 


752 


■ In the running he's in the running for a prize 
likely to get, a candidate for, m line for, on 
the shortlist for, up for 

runny ► adjective liquefied, liquid, fluid, melt' 
ed, molten, watery, thin 
-opposites solid 

run-of-the-mill ► adjective ordinary, average, 
middle-of-the-road, commonplace, humdrum, 
mundane, standard, nondescript, characterless, 
conventional, unremarkable, unexceptional, 
uninteresting, dull, boring, routine, bland, 
lacklustre, N Amer garden-variety, informal bog- 
standard, nothing to write home about, noth- 
ing special, a dime a dozen; Brit informal com- 
mon or garden. 

-opposites exceptional 

rupture ► noun Q pipeline ruptures, break, frac- 
ture, crack, burst, split, fissure © a rupture due 
to personal differences rift, estrangement, 
falling-out, break-up, breach, split, separation, 
parting, division, schism, informal bust-up ©an 
abdominal rupture ■ hernia 

► verb O the reactor core might rupture break, frac- 
ture, crack, breach, burst, split, informal bust 
Qthe problem ruptured their relationships sever, 
break off, breach, disrupt, poetic/ literary sunder 

rural ► adjective country, countryside, bucolic, 
rustic, pastoral, agricultural, agrarian, poetic/ 
literary sylvan, georgic 
-opposites urban 

ruse ►noun ploy, stratagem, tactic, scheme, 
trick, gambit, cunning plan, dodge, subterfuge, 
machination, wile, Brit informal wheeze 

rush 1 ►verb ©she rushed home hurry, dash, 
run, race, sprint, bolt, dart, gallop, career, 
charge, shoot, hurtle, hare, fly, speed, zoom, 
scurry, scuttle, scamper, hasten, informal tear, 
belt. pelt, scoot, zip, whip, hotfoot it, leg it, Bnt 
informal bomb. N Amer informal hightail it Q water 
rushed along gutters flow, pour, gush, surge, 
stream, cascade, run, course Qthe tax was 
rushed through parliament push, hurry, hasten, 
speed, hustle, press, force O they rushed the cqr- 
don of troops attack, charge, run at, assail, 
storm 

► noun QTim made a rush for the exit dash, run, 
spnnt, dart, bolt, charge, scramble, break 
©the lunchtime rush • hustle and bustle, com- 
motion, hubbub, hurly-burly, stir © a last min- 
ute rush for flights- demand, clamour, call, re- 
quest; run on ©he was in no rush to leave 
hurry, haste, urgency 0 a rush of adrenalin 
surge, flow, flood, spurt, stream, dart, thrill, 
flash ©a rush of cold air gust, draught, flurry 
01 made a sudden rush at htm charge, on- 
slaught, attack, assault, onrush 


► adjective a rush job urgent, high-pnonty, emer- 
gency; humed, hasty, fast, quick, swift, N Amer 
informal hurry-up 

rush 2 ► noun rushes grew along the nver See list at 

GRASS 

rushed ►adjective ©a rushed divorce hasty. 
fast, speedy, quick, swift, rapid, humed. ©he 
was too rushed to enjoy his stay pushed for time, 
pressed for time, busy, in a hurry, run off one’s 
feet 

rust ► verb corrode, oxidize, become rusty, tar- 
nish 

-related terms ferruginous 

rustic ►adjective ©a rustic setting rural, coun- 
try, countryside, countrified, pastoral, bucolic, 
agricultural, agrarian, poetic /literary sylvan, geor- 
gic ©rustic wooden tables plain, simple, home- 
ly, unsophisticated, rough, rude, crude ©rustic 
peasants unsophisticated, uncultured, unre- 
fined, simple, artless, unassuming, guileless, 
naive, ingenuous, coarse, rough, uncouth, 
boorish, N Amer informal hillbilly, hick 
-opposites urban, ornate, sophisticated 

► noun the rustics were carousing ■ peasant, country- 
man. countrywoman, bumpkin, yokel, country 
cousin, N Amer informal hillbilly, hayseed, hick. 
Austral /NZ informal bushy, archaic swain, cottier 

rustle ►verb ©her dress rustled os she moved 
swish, whoosh, whisper, sigh ©he was rustling 
cattle steal, thieve, take, abduct, kidnap 

► noun the rustle of the leaves swish, whisper, rust- 
ling, poetic/ literary susurration, susurrus 

■ rustle something up (informal) prepare hasti 
ly, throw together, make, informal fix, Bnt informal 
knock up 

rusty ►adjective ©rusty wire rusted, rust- 
covered, corroded, oxidized, tarnished, discol- 
oured Qhis hair was a rusty colour reddish- 
brown, chestnut, auburn, tawny, russet, cop- 
pery, copper, Titian, red ©my French is a little 
rusty out of practice, below par; unpractised, 
deficient, impaired, weak 

rut ► noun © the car bumped across the ruts fur 
row, groove, trough, ditch, hollow, pothole, 
crater ©he was stuck m a rut; boring routine, 
humdrum existence, groove, dead end 

ruthless ►adjective merciless, pitiless, cruel, 
heartless, hard-hearted, cold-hearted, cold- 
blooded, harsh, callous, unmerciful, unforgiv- 
ing, uncaring, unsympathetic, uncharitable, re- 
morseless, unbending, inflexible, implacable, 
brutal, inhuman, inhumane, barbarous, barbar- 
ic, savage, sadistic, vicious 
-opposites merciful 


sable ► adjective black, jet-black, pitch-black, 
ebony, raven, sooty, dusky, inky, coal-black. 

sabotage ► noun vandalism, wrecking, de- 
struction, impairment, incapacitation, damage, 
subversion, obstruction, disruption, spoiling, 
undermining, Bnt a spanner in the works 

► verb vandalize, wreck, damage, destroy, crip- 
ple, impair, incapacitate, obstruct, disrupt, 
spoil, rum, undermine, threaten, subvert 

sac ► noun bag. pouch. Medicine blister, cyst, 
Anatomy bladder, bursa, saccule, vesicle 

saccharine ► adjective sentimental, sickly, 
mawkish, mushy, slushy, cloying, sugary, sick- 
ening, nauseating, informal schmaltzy, weepy, 
gooey, dnppy, cheesy, corny, toe-curling, Bnt in- 
formal soppy, twee, N Amer informal comball, 
sappy 

sack 1 ►noun Qa sack of flour bag. pouch, 
pocket, pack & (informal) work hard or you'll get 
the sack dismissal, discharge, redundancy, infor- 
mal the boot, the bullet, the axe, the heave-ho, 
one’s marching orders, the elbow, the push, 
Bnt informal one’s cards & (informal) she stayed in 
the sack bed, informal kip, Bnt mfomial pit 

► verb ( informal) she was sacked for stealing dismiss, 
discharge, lay off, make redundant, let go, 
throw out. Military cashier, informal fire, kick out, 
boot out, give someone the bullet, give some- 
one the sack, give someone their marching or- 
ders, show someone the door, send packing, 
Bnt informal give someone their cards 

■ hit the sack ( informal) go to bed, retire, go to 
sleep, informal turn m. hit the hay 

sack 2 ► verb raiders sacked the town ravage, lay 
waste, devastate, raid, ransack, stop, plunder, 
despoil, pillage, loot, rob 

sackcloth ►noun hessian, sacking, hopsack, 
burlap. N Amer gunny 

■ wearing sackcloth and ashes penitent, 
contrite, regretful, sorrowful, rueful, remorse- 
ful, apologetic, ashamed, guilt-ridden, chas- 
tened, shamefaced, self-reproachful, guilty 

sacred ► adjective © the priest entered the sacred 
place holy, hallowed, blessed, consecrated, 
sanctified, venerated, revered, archaic blest See 
list © sacred music religious, spiritual, devo- 
tional, church, ecclesiastical © the hill is sacred 
to the tribe, sacrosanct, inviolable, inviolate, 
invulnerable, untouchable, protected, defend- 
ed, secure. 

-related terms hiero- 
— opposites secular, profane 

sacrifice ► noun Q the sacrifice of animals rit 
ual slaughter, offering, oblation, immolation. 
© the calf was a sacrifice- (votive) offering, 
burnt offering, gift, oblation ©the sacrifice of 
sovereignty, surrender, giving up, abandon- 
ment, renunciation, forfeiture, relinquishment, 
resignation, abdication. 

► verb ©two goats were sacrificed, offer up, im- 
molate, slaughter ©he sacrificed his principles: 
give up, abandon, surrender, forgo, renounce, 
forfeit, relinquish, resign, abdicate; betray 


Sacred Texts and Holy Books 

See also Bible. 


TEXT 


RELIGION 


Analects of Confucius 
Atharva Veda 
Bhagavadglta 
Bible 

Guru Granth Sahib 
I Ching 
Koran 
LI Chi 

Mahabharata 
Ramayana 
Rig Veda 
Sama Veda 
Shlh Ching 
Shu Ching 
Talmud 
Tao Te Ching 
Torah 
Tripltaka 
Yajur Veda 


Confucianism 

Hinduism 

Hinduism 

Christianity 

Sikhism 

Confucianism 

Islam 

Confucianism 

Hinduism 

Hinduism 

Hinduism 

Hinduism 

Confucianism 

Confucianism 

Judaism 

Taoism 

Judaism 

Buddhism 

Hinduism 


sacrificial ► adjective votive, oblatory obla- 
tional. expiatory, propitiatory 
sacrilege ► noun desecration, profanity, 
profanation, blasphemy, impiety, lrreligion. 
unholmess, irreverence, disrespect 
-opposites piety 

sacrilegious ►adjective profane, blasphem- 
ous, impious, sinful, irreverent, irreligious, un- 
holy, disrespectful 

sacrosanct ►adjective sacred, hallowed, re- 
spected, inviolable, inviolate, ummpeachable, 
invulnerable, untouchable, inalienable, protect- 
ed, defended, secure, safe 
Sad ►adjective ©we felt sad when we left UN 
happy, sorrowful, dejected, depressed, down- 
cast, miserable, down, despondent, despairing, 
disconsolate, desolate, wretched. glum, 
gloomy, doleful, dismal, melancholy, mournful, 
woebegone, forlorn, crestfallen, heartbroken, 
inconsolable; informal blue, down in the mouth, 
down in the dumps ©they knew her sod story 
tragic, unhappy, unfortunate, awful, miser- 
able, wretched, sorry, pitiful, pathetic, traumat- 
ic, heartbreaking, heart-rending, harrowing 
&a sad state of affairs unfortunate, regret- 
table, sorry, deplorable, lamentable, pitiful, 
shameful, disgraceful 
-opposites happy, cheerful, fortunate 
sadden ►verb depress, dispint, deject, dis- 
hearten, grieve, desolate, discourage, upset, get 
down, bring down, break someone’s heart 
saddle ► verb they were saddled with the children 
burden, encumber, lumber, hamper, land, 
charge; impose something on, thrust some- 
thing on, fob something off on to. 
sadism ►noun callousness, schadenfreude, 
barbarity, brutality, cruelty, cold-bloodedness. 



sadistic | sailing ship 


754 


inhumanity, ruthlessness, heartlessness, per- 
version 

sadistic ► adjective callous, barbarous, vi- 
cious, brutal, cruel, fiendish, cold-blooded, in- 
human, ruthless, heartless, perverted 

sadnOSS ►noun unhappiness, sorrow, dejec- 
tion, depression, misery, despondency, despair, 
desolation, wretchedness, gloom, gloominess, 
dolefulness, melancholy, moumfulness, woe, 
heartache, grief 

Safe ► adjective O the jewels are safe in the bank 
secure, protected, shielded, sheltered, guard- 
ed, out of harm’s way Qthe lost children are all 
safe unharmed, unhurt, uninjured, unscathed, 
all right, well, in one piece, out of danger, infor- 
mal OK 0a safe place to hide secure, sound, 
impregnable, unassailable, invulnerable Qa 
safe driver cautious, circumspect, prudent, at- 
tentive, unadventurous, conservative, unenter- 
prising 0 the drug is safe harmless, innocuous, 
benign, non-toxic, non-poisonous, wholesome 
-opposites insecuie, dangerous, reckless, 
harmful 

► noun I keep the ring in a safe strongbox, safety- 
deposit box, safe-deposit box, coffer, casket, 
strongroom, vault 

Safeguard ►noun a safeguard agatnst crises 
protection, defence, guard, screen, buffer, pre- 
ventive. precaution, provision, security, surety, 
cover, insurance, indemnity 

► verb the contract will safeguard 1000 jobs protect, 
preserve, conserve, save, secure, shield, guard, 
keep safe 

-opposites jeopardize 

Safety ►noun ©the safety of the residents wel 
fare, well-being, protection, security ©the 
safety of femes security, soundness, depend- 
ability, reliability ©we reached the safety of the 
shore shelter, sanctuary, refuge 

sag ►verb Qhe sagged back in his chair sink, 
slump, loll, flop, crumple Qthe floors all sag 
dip, droop, bulge, bag © production has sagged * 
decline, fall (off), drop, decrease, diminish, 
slump, plummet, informal nosedive 

Saga ► noun Q Celtic tribal sagas epic, chronicle, 
legend, folk tale, lomance, history, narrative, 
adventure, myth, fairy story © the saga of how 
they met long story, rigmarole, chain of 
events, informal spiel 

sagacious ► adjective wise, clever, intelligent, 
knowledgeable, sensible, sage, discerning, judi- 
cious, canny, perceptive, astute, shrewd, pru- 
dent, thoughtflil, insightful, perspicacious, infor- 
mal streetwise, formal sapient 
-opposites foolish 

sage ► noun the Chinese sage Confucius wise man/ 
woman, learned person, philosopher, thinker, 
scholar savant, authority, expert, gum 

► adjective some very sage comments See sagacious 

sail ► noun the ship's sails canvas See list 

► verb ©we sailed across the Atlantic voyage, 
travel by water, steam, navigate, cruise Qyou 
can learn to sail here yacht, boat, go sailing, 
crew, helm e we sail tonight, set sail, put to 
sea, leave port, hoist sail, weigh anchor, shove 
off Qhe is sailing the ship steer, pilot, navi- 
gate, con, helm, captain, informal skipper 
0 clouds were sailing past' glide, drift, float, flow, 
sweep, skim, coast, flit. 0 a penal sailed past his 


ear whizz, speed, streak, shoot, whip, buzz, 
zoom, flash, fly, wing, soar, informal zip 

■ sail into attack, set upon, set about, fall on. 
assault, assail, lay into, pitch into, hit out at, 
thump, batter, pummel, beat, thrash, belabour, 
berate, abuse, round on, informal let someone 
have it, Bnt informal have a go at, N Amer informal 
light into 

■ sail through succeed easily at. pass easily, 
romp through, walk through 


Sails 

course 

lugsail 

fore-and-aft sail 

main-course 

fore-course 

mainsail 

fore- royal 

maintopsail 

foresail 

mlzzen 

forestaysail 

moonraker 

fore-topgallant-sail 

royal sail 

fore-topsail 

skysail 

gaff foresail 

spanker 

gaff topsail 

spinnaker 

genny 

spntsail 

genoa (jib) 

square sail 

gunter 

staysail 

headsail 

storm sail 

jib 

studdingsall 

jigger 

topgallant 

kite 

topsail 

lateen sail 

trysail 

sailing ship ► noun. 

See list 

Sailing Ships and Boats 

See also ship, warship. 

barque 

longship 

barquentine 

lugger 

brigantine 

man-of-war 

caique 

monohull 

caravel 

motorsaller 

carrack 

multihull 

catamaran 

nuggar 

catboat 

pink 

dipper 

pinnace 

cutter 

polacre 

daysailor 

pram 

dhoney 

proa 

dhow 

razee 

dinghy 

rigger 

dromond 

sabot 

East Indlaman 

schooner 

felucca 

scow 

frigate 

shallop 

full-rigger 

skiff 

galleon 

skipjack 

galley 

sloop 

galliot 

sloop of war 

hermaphrodite brig 

smack 

hooker 

snekkja 

iceboat 

square-rigger 

Indlaman 

tall ship 

jolly (boat) 

tartan 

junk 

trimaran 

keelboat 

windjammer 

ketch 

xebec 

lateen 

yacht 

longboat 

yawl 
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sailor ►noun seaman, seafarer, manner, boat- 
man, yachtsman, yachtswoman, hand, informal 
(old) salt, sea dog, bluejacket, Bnt informal mate- 
lot, Bnt informal, dated Jack tar 

saint ► noun See list 

— RFLATtD TERMS haglO- 

saintly ► adjective holy, godly, pious, religious, 
devout, spiritual, prayerfiil, virtuous, righteous, 
good, moral, innocent, sinless, guiltless, irre- 
proachable, spotless, uncorrupted, pure, angel- 
ic 

-opposites ungodly 

sake ► noun O this is simplified for the sake of clar- 
ity purpose, reason, aim, end, objective, ob- 
ject, goal, motive Qshe had to be brave for the 
her daughter’s sake benefit, advantage, good, 
well-being, welfare, interest profit 

salacious ► adjective O salacious writing 
pornographic, obscene, indecent, crude, lewd, 
vulgai, dirty, filthy, erotic, titillating, arousing, 
suggestive, sexy, nsque, ribald, smutty, bawdy, 
X-rated, informal pom, pomo, blue, euphemistic 
adult 0 salacious women lustful, lecherous, li- 
centious, lascivious, libidinous, prurient, lewd, 
debauched, wanton, loose, fast, impure, un- 
chaste, degenerate, sinful, depraved, promiscu- 
ous, informal randy, horny, raunchy, pervy 

salary ► noun PAY, wages, earnings, payment, 
remuneration, fee(s), stipend, income, formal 
emolument 

Sale ►noun Qtht* sale oj firearms selling, vend- 
ing. dealing, trading Qthev make a sale every mi- 
nute deal, transaction, baigain 
-opposites purchase 

■ for sale on the market, on sale, on offer, 
available, purchasable, obtainable 

salesperson ►noun sales assistant, sales- 
man, saleswoman, shop assistant, seller, agent, 
shopkeeper, tradei, merchant, dealer, pedlar, 
hawker, N Amer clerk, informal counter-jumper, 
rep 

salient ►adjective important, main, principal, 
major, chief, primary, notable, noteworthy, 
outstanding, conspicuous, striking, noticeable, 
obvious, remarkable, prominent, predominant, 
dominant, key. crucial, vital, essential, pivotal, 
pnme, central, paramount 
-opposites minor 

Saliva ►noun spit, spittle, dnbble, drool, 
slaver, slobber, sputum 

sallow ► adjective yellowish, jaundiced, pallid, 
wan, pale, anaemic, bloodless, pasty, un- 
healthy, sickly, washed out, peaky, informal like 
death warmed up 

sally ►noun Qthe garrison made a sally against 
us sortie, charge, foray, thrust, dnve, offen- 
sive, attack, assault, raid, incursion, mvasion, 
onslaught, archaic onset. 0 a fruitless salb into 
Wales expedition, excursion, tnp, outing, 
jaunt, visit ©he was delighted with his sally, wit 
ticism, smart remark, quip, barb, pleasantry, 
joke, pun, jest, bon mot, retort, riposte, count- 
er, rejoinder, informal gag, wisecrack, comeback 

salon ►noun Qa hairdressing salon shop, par- 
lour. establishment, premises; boutique, store 
Qthe chateau's mirrored salon reception room, 
drawing room, sitting room, living room, 
lounge; dated parlour 


salt ► noun Qthe potatoes need salt sodium 
chloride Q (poetic I literary) danger is the salt of 
pleasure zest, spice, piquancy, bite, edge, vital- 
ity, spirit, sparkle, informal zing, punch 

-RELATED TERMS saline 

► adjective salt water salty, salted, saline, bnny, 
brackish 

■ salt something away ( informal) save, put 
aside, put by, set aside, reserve, keep, store, 
stockpile, hoard, stow away, informal squirrel 
away, stash away 

■ with a pinch of salt with reservations, 
with misgivings, sceptically, cynically, doubt- 
fully, doubtingly, suspiciously, quizzically, in- 
credulously 

salty ►adjective Q salty water salt, salted, sa- 
line. bnny, brackish 0 a salty sense of humour 
earthy, colourful, spicy, racy, naughty, vulgar, 
rude, piquant, biting 

salubrious ►adjective Q I found the climate sa- 
lubrious healthy, health-giving, healthful, bene- 
ficial. wholesome, archaic salutary. 0a salubrious 
area of London pleasant, agreeable, nice, select, 
high-class, Bnt upmarket; informal posh, swanky, 
classy, Bnt informal swish, N Amer informal swank 
-opposites unhealthy, unpleasant 

salutary ►adjective Qa salutary lesson on the 
fragility of nature beneficial, advantageous, 
good, profitable, productive, helpful, useful, 
valuable, worthwhile, timely 0(archa/c) the salu- 
tary Atlantic air healthy, health-giving, health- 
ful. salubnous, beneficial 
-opposites unwelcome, unhealthy 

salutation ► noun greeting, salute, address, 
welcome 

salute ►noun Qhe gave the Brigadier a salute 
greeting, salutation, gesture of respect, obei- 
sance, acknowledgement, welcome, address 
0 a salute to British courage tribute, testimo- 
nial. homage, toast, honour, eulogy, celebra- 
tion of, acknowledgement of 

► verb Qhe saluted the ambassadors greet, ad- 
dress. hail, welcome, acknowledge, toast, make 
obeisance to 0we salute a great photographer 
pay tribute to. pay homage to. honour, cele- 
brate, acknowledge, take one’s hat off to 

salvage ► verb Qan attempt to salvage the vessel 
rescue, save, recover, retrieve, raise, reclaim 
0 he salvaged a precious point for his club retain, 
preserve, conserve, regain, recoup, redeem, 
snatch 

► noun the salvage is taking place off the coast res 
cue, recovery, reclamation 

Salvation ►noun Q salvation by way of repent- 
ance redemption, deliverance, reclamation 
Qthat conviction was her salvation lifeline, pre- 
servation, means of escape, help 
-oppositfs damnation 

salvo ►noun lip salve ointment, cream, balm, 
unguent, emollient, embrocation, liniment, ar- 
chaic unction 

► verb she did it to salve her conscience, soothe, as- 
suage, ease, allay, lighten, alleviate, comfort, 
mollify 

salver ► noun platter, plate, dish, paten, tray, 
archaic charger. 

same ►adjective Qwe stayed at the same hotel. 
identical, selfsame, very same, one and the 
same. Qthey had the same symptoms : matching. 
identical, alike, duplicate, carbon-copy, twin, 
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Saints and Their Feast Days 


Agatha 

5 February 

Agnes of Bohemia 

2 March 

Agnes of Rome (patron 

21 January 

saint of virgins) 


Aidan 

31 August 

Alban 

20 June 

Albeitus Magnus 

15 November 

Alexander Nevsky 

23 November 

Aioyslus Gonzaga 

21 June 

Ambrose 

7 December 

Andrew (patron saint of 

30 November 

Scotland and Russia) 


Anne (patron saint of 

26 July 

Brittany and Quebec) 


Anselm 

21 April 

Anthony of Egypt 

17 January 

Anthony of Padua 

13 June 

Athanasius 

2 May 

Augustine of Canterbury 

26 May 

Augustine of Hippo 

28 August 

Barnabas 

11 June 

Bartholomew (patron 

24 August 

saint of tanners) 


Basil 

14 June 

Bede (the Venerable 

27 May 

Bede) 


Benedict 

11 July 

Bernadette 

18 February 

Bernard 

20 August 

Bernard of Aosta 

28 May 

Bonaventura 

15 July 

Boniface 

5 June 

Brendan 

16 May 

Bridget of Sweden 

23 July 

Bridget of Ireland 

1 February 

Bruno 

6 October 

Campion 

25 October 

Catherine of Alexandria 

25 November 

Catherine of Siena 

29 April 

Cediia (patron saint of 

22 November 

church music) 


Charles Borromeo 

4 November 

Christopher (patron 

25 July 

saint of travellers) 


Care 

1 1 August 

Clement of Alexandria 

5 December 

Clement of Rome 

23 November 

Columba of Iona 

9 June 

Crispin 

25 October 

Cuthbert 

20 March 

Cyprian 

16 or 26 September 

Cyril 

14 February (W, Ch.), 11 


May (E. Ch.) 

Cyril of Alexandria 

9 February 

David (Dewi) (patron 

1 March 

saint of Wales) 


Denys (patron saint of 

9 October 

France) 


Dominic 

8 August 

Dunstan 

19 May 

Edmund of Abingdon 

16 November 

Edmund the Martyr 

20 November 

Edward the Confessor 

13 October 

Edward the Martyr 

18 March 

Elizabeth 

5 November 

Elizabeth of Hungary 

17 November 

Elmo (Erasmus) 

2 June 

EJthelbert 

25 or 26 February 

Frands of Assisi 

4 October ^ 


Francis of Sales 

24 January 

Frands Xavier 

3 December 

Genevi&ve 

3 January 

George (patron saint of 

23 April 

England) 

Gertrude 

16 November 

Gilbert of Sempringham 

4 February 

Giles 

1 September 

Gregory the Great 

3 September 

Gregory of Nazianzus 

2 January (W. Ch.). 25 and 
30 January (E. Ch.) 

Gregory of Nyssa 

9 March 

Gregory of Tours 

17 November 

Helena 

21 May (E. Ch.). 18 

August (W. Ch.) 

Hilary 

13 January 

Hilda 

17 November 

Hiidegard of Bingen 

17 September 

Ignatius Loyola 

31 July 

Irenaeus 

28 June (W. Ch.). 23 
August (E. Ch.) 

Isidore of SevHle 

4 April 

James the Great 

25 July 

James the Just 

1 May 

James the Less 

1 May (W. Ch.). 9 October 
(E.Ch.) 

Jerome 

30 September 

Joachim 

26 July 

Joan of Arc 

30 May 

John the Baptist 

24 June (birth). 29 June 
(beheading) 

John Chrysostom 

27 January 

John of the Cross 

14 December 

John Damascene (John 

4 December 

of Damascus) 

John the Evangelist 

27 December 

Joseph 

19 March 

Jude (patron saint of 

28 October 

hopeless cases) 

Justin 

1 June 

Kentigern (Mungo) 

1 3 January 

Kevin 

3 June 

Laurence 

10 August 

Laurence O’Toole 

14 November 

Leo the Great 

18 February (E. Ch.). 10 
November (W. Ch.) 

Leonard 

6 November 

Louis 

25 August 

Lucy 

13 December 

Luke 

18 October 

Malachy 

3 November 

Margaret of Scotland 

16 November 

Maria Goretti 

6 July 

Mark 

25 April 

Martha 

29 July 

Martin <te Porres 

5 November 

Martin of Tours (a 

11 November 

patron saint of 


France) 

Mary, the Blessed Virgin 1 January (ft. C Ch.). 25 
March. 15 August, 8 
September 

22 Mr 

2! September 
14 May (W. Ch.), 9 
August (E,Ch.) 

14 February <W. Ch.). 11 
May (E. Ch.) . 

29 September 


Mery Magdalene 
Matthew 

Matthias 

Methodius 

Michael 
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Saints and Their Feast Days (corn.) 


Monica 

27 August 

Stephen of Hungary 

2 September or (In 

Neot 

31 July 


Hungary) 20 August 

Nicholas (patron saint of 

6 December 

Swithln 

2 July 

children, sailors. 


Teresa of Avila 

1 5 October 

Greece, and Russia) 


Teresa of LJsieux 

1 October 

Ninian 

16 August 

Thomas (Doubting 

21 December 

Olaf (patron saint of 

29 July 

Thomas) 


Norway) 


Thomas i Becket 

29 December 

Oswald of York 

28 February 

Thomas Aquinas 

28 January 

Patrick (patron saint of 

17 March 

Thomas More 

22 June 

Ireland) 


Timothy 

22 January (E. Ch.). 26 

Paul 

29 June 


January (W. Ch.) 

Peter 

29 June 

Titus 

23 August (E. Ch.). 6 

Philip 

1 May 


February (W. Ch.) 

Philip the Evangelist 

6 June 

Ursula 

21 October 

Polycarp 

23 February 

Valentine (patron saint 

14 February 

Sebastian 

20 January 

of lovers) 


Sergius 

25 September 

Veronica 

— 

Silas 

13 July 

Vincent de Paul 

27 September 

Simeon Styiltes 

5 January (W. Ch.), 1 

Vincent of Saragossa 

22 January 


September (E. Ch.) 

Vitus 

1 5 June 

Simon 

28 October 

Vladimir 

15 July 

Stanislaus of Cracow 
(patron saint of 

Poland) 

11 April 

Wenceslas (patron saint 
of the Czech 

Republic) 

28 September 

Stephen 

26 December (W. Ch.), 27 
December (E. Ch.) 

Wilfrid 

12 October 

E Ch. - Eastern Church W. Ch - Western Church R. C. Ch - Roman Catholic Church 



indistinguishable, interchangeable, correspond- 
ing, equivalent, parallel, like, comparable, 
similar, congruent, concordant, consonant Qil 
happened that same month selfsame, aforesaid, 
aforementioned Qthey provide the same menu 
worldwide unchanging, unvaiying. unvaried, in- 
variable. consistent, uniform, regular 
-related terms homo- 

-opposites another, different, dissimilar, vary- 
ing 

► noun Louise said the same the same thing, the 
aforementioned, the aforesaid, the above- 
mentioned 

■ all the same ©/ was frightened all the same in 
spite of everything, despite that, nevertheless, 
nonetheless, even so, however, but, still, yet, 
though, be that as it may, just the same, at the 
same time, m any event, notwithstanding, re- 
gardless, anyway, anyhow, informal still and all 
Qit's all the same to me * immaterial, of no im- 
portance, of no consequence, inconsequential, 
unimportant, of little account, irrelevant, insig- 
nificant, trivial, petty 

Sample ►noun Qa sample of the fabric speci 
men, example, bit, snippet, swatch, exemplifi- 
cation, representative piece, prototype, test 
piece, dummy, pilot, trial, taste, taster, tester 
0 a sample of 10,000 people nationwide, cross 
section, variety, sampling, test 

► verb we sampled the culmary offerings try (out), 
taste, test, put to the test, experiment with, ap- 
praise. evaluate, informal check out. 

► adjective Q the sample group is small representa 
tive. illustrative, selected, specimen, test, trial, 
typical. 0 a sample copy can be obtained speci 
men, test, trial, pilot, dummy 

sanatorium ►noun infirmary, clinic, hos- 
pital, medical centre, hospice, sickbay, sick- 
room; N Amer sanitarium, informal san. 


sanctify ►verb Qhe came to sanctify the site 
consecrate, bless, make holy, hallow, make 
sacred, dedicate to God Qthey sanctified them- 
selves purify, cleanse, free fiom sin. absolve, 
unburden, redeem, rare lustrate ©we must not 
sanctify this outrage approve, sanction, condone, 
vindicate, endorse, support, back, permit, 
allow, authorize, legitimize, legitimatize 

sanctimonious ► adjective self-righteous, 
holier-than-thou, pious, pietistic, churchy, mor- 
alizing, smug, superior, pnggish, hypocritical, 
insincere, informal goody-goody, pi 

sanction ►noun ©bride sanctions penalty. 
punishment, deterrent, punitive action, discip- 
line, penalization, restriction, embargo, ban, 
piohibition, boycott Qthe scheme has the sanc- 
tion of the court authorization, consent, leave, 
permission, authority, warrant, licence, dispen- 
sation, assent, acquiescence, agreement, ap- 
proval, approbation, endorsement, accredit- 
ation, ratification, validation, blessing, impri- 
matur, informal the go-ahead, the thumbs up, 
the OK. the green light 
-opposites reward, prohibition 

► verb © the rally was sanctioned by the government 
authorize, permit, allow, warrant, accredit, li- 
cense, endorse, approve, accept, back, support, 
informal OK Qthe penalties available to sanction 
crime punish, discipline someone for 
-opposites prohibit 

sanctity ► noun O the sanctity of St Francis holi 
ness, godliness, blessedness, saintliness, spir- 
ituality, piety, piousness, devoutness, right- 
eousness, goodness, virtue, purity; formal sancti- 
tude Qthe sanctity of the family meal sacro 
sanctity, inviolability, importance, paramount- 
ry 

sanctuary ►noun Qthe sanctuary at Delphi- 
holy place, temple; shnne, altar; sanctum, sac- 
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ranum, holy of holies, sanctum sanctorum 
©the island is our sanctuary refuge, haven, har- 
bour, port m a storm, oasis, shelter, retreat, 
bolt-hole, hideaway, fastness Qhe was given 
sanctuary in the embassy safety, protection, 
shelter, immunity, asylum Qa bird sanctuary 
reserve, park, reservation, preserve 

sanctum ► noun o the sanctum in the temple 
holy place, shnne, sanctuary, holy of holies, 
sanctum sanctorum ©a private sanctum for the 
bar's regulars refuge, retreat, bolt-hole, hide- 
out. hideaway, den 

Sand ► noun she ran across the sand beach, 
sands, shore, seashore, (sand) dunes, poetic / 
literary strand 

Sana ►adjective ©the accused ts presumed to be 
sane of sound mind, in one’s right mind, com- 
pos mentis, lucid, rational, balanced, stable, 
normal, informal all there ©it isn't sane to use nu- 
clear weapons sensible, practical, advisable, re- 
sponsible, realistic, prudent, wise, reasonable, 
rational, level-headed, commonsensical, judi- 
cious, politic 
-opposites mad, foolish 

Sangfroid ►noun composure, equanimity, 
self-possession, equilibrium, aplomb, poise, 
self-assurance, self-control, nerve, calm, pres- 
ence of mind, informal cool, unflappability 

Sanguine ►adjective Qhe is sanguine about the 
advance of technology optimistic, bullish, hope- 
ful. buoyant, positive, confident, cheerful, 
cheery, informal upbeat © {archaic) a sanguine com- 
plexion See florid sense 1 
-opposites gloomy 

sanitary ►adjective hygienic, clean, antiseptic, 
aseptic, sterile, uninfected, disinfected, unpol- 
luted. uncontaminated, salubrious, healthy, 
wholesome 

SanltlZO ► verb O the best way to sanitize a bottle 
sterilize, disinfect, clean, cleanse, purify, fumi- 
gate, decontaminate ©the diaries have not been 
sanitized make presentable, make acceptable, 
make palatable, clean up, expurgate, bowdler 
lze, censor 

sanity ► noun ©she was losing her sanity mental 
health, faculties, reason, rationality, saneness, 
stability, lucidity, sense, wits, mind ©sanity 
has prevailed (common) sense, wisdom, pru- 
dence, judiciousness, rationality, soundness, 
sensibleness 

sap 1 ►noun ©sap from the roots of trees juice, 
secretion, fluid, liquid ©they’re fiill of youthful 
sap vigour, energy, drive, dynamism, life, 
spint, liveliness, sparkle, verve, ebullience, en- 
thusiasm, gusto, vitality, vivacity, fire, zest, 
zeal, exuberance, informal get-up-and-go, oomph, 
vim 

► vtrb they sapped the will of the troops erode, wear 
away/down, deplete, reduce, lessen, attenuate, 
undermine, exhaust, drain, bleed 

sap* ► noun ( N Amer informal ) he fell for it — what 
a sapl See idiot 

sarcasm ►noun derision, mockery, ndicule, 
scorn, sneering, scoffing, irony. 

sarcastic ► adjective sardonic, ironic, ironic- 
al. derisive, snide, scornful, contemptuous, 
mocking, sneering, jeenng, caustic, scathing, 
trenchant, cutting, sharp, acerbic; Bnt. informal 
sarky; N Amer informal snarky. 


sardonic ►adjective mocking, satirical, sarcas- 
tic, ironical, ironic, cynical, scornful, contemp- 
tuous, derisive, derisory, sneering, jeenng, 
scathing, caustic, trenchant, cutting, sharp, 
acerbic, Bnt informal sarky 

sash ► noun belt, cummerbund, waistband, gir- 
dle, obi, poetic I literary cincture 
Satan ► noun See devil sense 1 
Satanic ►adjective diabolical, fiendish, devil- 
ish, demonic, demoniacal, ungodly, hellish, in- 
fernal. wicked, evil, sinful, iniquitous, nefari- 
ous, vile, foul, abominable, unspeakable, loath- 
some, monstrous, heinous, hideous, homble, 
horrifying, shocking, appalling, dreadful, 
awful, terrible, ghastly, abhorrent, despicable, 
damnable 

sate ► verb See satiate 

satellite ► noun ©the huropeun Space Agency's 
bRS-1 satellite space station, space capsule, 
spacecraft, sputnik ©the two small satellites of 
Mars moon, secondary planet See list at planet 
© Bulgaria was then a Russian satellite depend 
ency, colony, protectorate, possession, holding, 
histoncal fief, vassal 

► adjective a satellite state dependent, subordinate, 
subsidiary, puppet 

satiate ►verb FILL, satisfy, sate, slake, quench, 
gorge, stuff, surfeit, glut, cloy, sicken, nause- 
ate 

satiety ► noun satiation, satisfaction, replete- 
ness, repletion, fullness, surfeit 
satiny ►adjective smooth, shiny, glossy, shin- 
ing, gleaming, lustrous, sleek, silky 
satire ► noun ©a satire on American politics par 
ody, burlesque, caricature, lampoon, skit, pas- 
quinade, informal spoof, take-off, send-up ©he 
has become the subject of satire mockery, ridicule, 
dension, scorn, caricature, irony, sarcasm 
satirical ►adjective mocking, lionic. ironical, 
satiric, sarcastic, sardonic, caustic, trenchant, 
mordant, biting, cutting, stinging, acerbic, crit- 
ical, irreverent, disparaging, disrespectful 
Satirize ►verb mock, ndicule, deride, make 
fun of. poke fun at, parody, lampoon, bui- 
lesque, cancature, take off, criticize, informal 
send up, take the mickey out of 
Satisfaction ► noun ©he derived great satisfac- 
tion from his work contentment, content, pleas- 
ure, gratification, fulfilment, enjoyment, happi- 
ness, pnde, self-satisfaction, smugness, compla- 
cency © the satisfaction of consumer needs fulfil 
ment, gratification, appeasement, assuaging 
© investors turned to the courts for satisfaction 
compensation, recompense, redress, repar- 
ation, restitution, repayment, payment, settle- 
ment, reimbursement, indemnification, indem- 
nity 

satisfactory ►adjective adequate, all right, 
acceptable, good enough, sufficient, reason- 
able, quite good, competent, fair, decent, aver- 
age, passable, fine, in order, up to scratch, up 
to the mark, up to standard, up to par, informal 
OK, so-so 

-opposites inadequate, poor 
satisfied ► adjective ©a satisfied smile pleased, 
well pleased, content, contented, happy, proud, 
triumphant, smug, self-satisfied, pleased with 
oneself, complacent; Bnt informal like the cat 
that’s got the cream. © the pleasure of satisfied 
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desire fulfilled, gratified ©i am satisfied that 
she is happy with the decision convinced, certain, 
sure, positive, persuaded, easy in one’s mind 
-opposites discontented, unhappy, 
satisfy ► verb O a lust chance to satisfy his hunger 
for romance fulfil, gratify, meet, fill, indulge, 
cater to. pander to, appease, assuage, quench, 
slake, satiate, sate, take the edge off ©she sat- 
isfied herself that it had been an accident convince, 
persuade, assure, reassure, put someone’s mind 
at rest © products which satisfy the EC’s criteria 
comply with, meet, fulfil, answer, conform to, 
measure up to, come up to, suffice, be good 
enough, fit/fill the bill ©there was insufficient 
collateral to satisfy the loan repay, pay (off), set- 
tle, make good, discharge, square, liquidate, 
clear 

-opposites frustrate 

satisfying ► adjective fulfilling, rewarding, 
gratifying, pleasing, enjoyable, pleasurable, to 
one’s liking 

saturate ►verb ©heavy rain saturated the 
ground soak, drench, waterlog, wet through, 
souse, steep, douse ©the air was saturated with 
the stench of joss sticks permeate, suffuse, imbue, 
pervade, charge, infuse, fill ©the company has 
saturated the market flood, glut, oversupply, 
overfill, overload 

Saturated ► adjective © his trousers were satur- 
ated soaked, soaking (wet), wet thiough, sop- 
ping (wet), sodden dripping, wringing wet, 
dienched, soaked to the skm, like a drowned 
rat ©the saturated ground waterlogged. 
soggy, squelchy, heavy, muddy, boggy 
-opposites dry 

saturnine ►adjective ©a saturnine tempera- 
ment gloomy, sombre, melancholy, moody, lu 
gubnous, dour, glum, morose, unsmiling, hu- 
mourless ©h is saturnine good looks swarthy, 
dark, dark-skinned, dark-complexioned, mys- 
terious. mercurial, moody 
-opposites cheerful 

sauce ►noun ©a piquant sauce relish, condi- 
ment, dip, dressing, jus, coulis See list Q(Bnt 
informal) Til have less of vour sauce.' said Aunt Ed le 
impudence, impertinence, cheek, cheekiness, 
effronteiy, forwardness, brazenness, insolence, 
rudeness, disrespect, informal mouth, lip, N Amer 
informal sassiness 

saucepan ►noun PAN, pot, casserole, skillet, 
stockpot, stewpot, billy, billycan 
saucy ► adjective ( informal) © ( Bnt ) saucy postcards 
suggestive, titillating, risque, rude, bawdy, 
racy, nbald, spicy, informal raunchy, smutty, 
nudge-nudge, Bnt informal fruity, N Amer informal 
gamy ©you saucy little minxt cheeky, impudent, 
impertinent, irreverent, forward, disrespectful, 
bold, as bold as brass, brazen; informal fresh, 
lippy, mouthy, N Amer informal sassy, archaic 
malapert ©(N Amer) the cap sat at a saucy angle 
on her black hair jaunty, rakish, sporty, raffish 
-opposites demure, polite 
saunter ►verb stroll, amble, wander, me- 
ander, drift, walk, stretch one’s legs, take the 
air; informal mosey, tootle, Bnt informal pootle, for- 
mal promenade 

sausage ► noun Bnt informal banger. See list 
savage ►adjective ©savage dogs, ferocious, 
fierce; wild, untamed, undomesticated, feral 
©a savage assault: vicious, brutal, cruel, sadis- 


Sauces and Dips 


aioli 

apple sauce 
baba ghanoush 
barbecue sauce 
B6amaise sauce 
bechamel sauce 
bolognese sauce 
bordelaise sauce 
bread sauce 
brown sauce 
carbonara sauce 
catsup 

chasseur sauce 
chaud-froid 
chawan mushi 
cheese sauce 
chilli sauce 
cranberry sauce 
demi-glace 
gravy 
guacamole 
hanssa 
holsin sauce 
hollandaise sauce 
horseradish sauce 
hummus 
ketchup 
mayonnaise 
milanese sauce 


mint sauce 
mornay sauce 
mousselme sauce 
mustard sauce 
onion sauce 
parsley sauce 
pebre 

pepper sauce 
pesto 

pizzaiola sauce 
ragu 

salsa verde 
satay sauce 
sauce ravigote 
sauce remoulade 
skordalia 
soubise 
soy sauce 

sweet and sour sauce 

Tabasco sauce 

taramasalata 

tart a re sauce 

Teriyaki sauce 

tomato ketchup 

tzatziki 

velout* 

white sauce 

Worcester sauce 


tic, ferocious, fierce, violent, bloody, murder- 
ous, homicidal, bloodthirsty, poetic/ literary fell, ar 
chaic sanguinary ©a savage attack on European 
Jrec-trade policy fierce, blistering, scathing, 
searing, stinging, devastating, mordant, tren- 
chanr, caustic, cutting, biting, withering, viru- 
lent. vitriolic Oa savage race primitive, uncivil- 
ized. unenlightened, non-literate, in a state of 
nature ©a savage landscape rugged, rough, 
wild, inhospitable, uninhabitable ©a savage 
blow for the town severe, crushing, devastating, 
crippling, terrible, awful, dreadful, dire, cata- 
strophic, calamitous, ruinous 
-opposites tame, mild, civilized 
► noun © she’d expected mud huts and savages bar 
barian. wild man, wild woman, primitive 
©she described her son's assailants as savages 
brute, beast, monster, barbarian, sadist, ani- 
mal 


Sausages* 

andoullle 

baloney/boloney 

black pudding 

blood pudding 

blood sausage 

boerewors 

bologna 

bratwurst 

cervelat 

chipofata 

chorizo 

ertpinette 

Cumberland sausage 
frank 

frankfurter 


keiibasa 

knackwurst 

mortadella 

pepperoni 

salami 

saudsson 

saveloy 

slim Jim 

summer sausage 

Welsswurst 

white pudding 

weenie 

wiener 

wurst 
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► verb Qhe was savaged by a dog maul, attack, 
tear to pieces, lacerate, claw, bite. 0 critics sav- 
aged the film criticize severely, attack, lam- 
baste, condemn, denounce, pillory, revile, mfbr- 
mal pan. tear to pieces, hammer, slam, do a 
hatchet job on. crucify, Brit informal slate, rub- 
bish, N Amer informal trash, Austral /NZ informal bag, 
monster, formal excoriate 

savant ► noun intellectual, scholar, sage, 
philosopher, thinker, wise/leamed person, 
guru, master, pandit 
-opposites ignoramus 

save ►verb Qthe captain was saved by hts crew 
rescue, come to someone’s rescue, save 
someone’s life, set free, free, liberate, deliver, 
extricate, bail out. informal save someone’s 
bacon/neck/skin Qthe farmhouse has been saved 
from demolition preserve, keep safe, keep, pro- 
tea, safeguard, salvage, retrieve, reclaim, res- 
cue ©start saving old newspapers for wrapping 
china put aside, set aside, put by, put to one 
side, save up, keep, retain, reserve, conserve, 
stockpile, store, hoard, save for a rainy day, in- 
formal salt away, squirrel away, stash away, 
hang on to Q asking me first would have saved a 
lot of trouble ■ prevent, obviate, forestall, spare, 
stop, avoid, avert 

► preposition & conjunction ( formal ) no one needed to 
know save herself except, apart from, but. other 
than, besides, aside from, bar, barring, exclud- 
ing, leaving out, saving, informal outside of 

saving ►noun Qu considerable saving in develop- 
ment costs reduction, cut. decrease, economy 
0/'II have to use some oj my savings nest egg, 
money put by for a rainy day, life savings, cap- 
ital, assets, funds, lesouices, reserves 

saving grace ►noun redeeming feature, 
good point, thing in its /one’s favour, advan- 
tage, asset, selling point 

Saviour ►noun Qthe country’s saviour rescuer, 
liberator, deliverer, emancipator, champion, 
knight in shining armour, fnend m need, good 
Samaritan Qthe Saviour is depicted with two arch-* 
angels Christ, Jesus (Christ), the Redeemer, the 
Messiah, Our Lord, the Lamb of God, the Son 
of God, the Son of Man, the Pnnce of Peace 

savolr falre ► noun social skill, social 
grace(s), uibanity, suavity, finesse, sophistica- 
tion. poise, aplomb, adroitness, polish, style, 
smoothness, tact, tactfulness, diplomacy, dis- 
cretion. delicacy, sensitivity, informal savvy 
-opposites gaucheness 

Savour ►verb wanted to savour every mo- 
ment relish, enjoy (to the full), appreciate, de- 
light in. revel in. smack one’s lips over, luxuri- 
ate in. bask in Qsuch a declaration savoured of 
immodesty suggest, smack of. have the hall- 
marks of, seem like, have the air of, show 
signs of 

► noun O the subtle savour of wood smoke : smell, 
aroma, fragrance, scent, perfume, bouquet; 
taste, flavour, tang, smack 0 a savour of bitter- 
ness seasoned my feelings for him trace, hint, sug- 
gestion, touch, smack © her usual diversions had 
lost their savour piquancy, interest, attraaion, 
flavour, spice, zest, exatement, enjoyment; in- 
formal zing 

savoury ►adjective Q sweet or savoury dishes: 
salty, spicy, piquant, tangy ©a rich, savoury 
aroma, appetizing, mouth-watering, delicious, 


deleaable, luscious, tasty, flavoursome, flavour- 
fill, palatable, toothsome, informal scrumptious, 
finger-licking, yummy, scrummy, moreish 
0 one of the less savoury aspects of the affair ac 
ceptable, pleasant, respectable, wholesome, 
honourable, proper, seemly 
-opposites sweet, unappetizing 

► noun cocktail savouries canape, hors d’oeuvre, 
appetizer, titbit 

sawy ( informal) ► noun hi s political savvy See acu 
men 

► adjective a savvy investor See shrewd 

Saw 1 ► noun. See list 


Saws 

bandsaw 

frame saw 

panel saw 

bench saw 

fretsaw 

pitsaw 

bowsaw 

grooving 

pruning saw 

chainsaw 

saw 

rabbet saw 

circular saw 

hacksaw 

ripsaw 

compass saw 

handsaw 

sawbench 

coping saw 

hole saw 

scroll saw 

cross-cut 

jigsaw 

Swede saw 

saw 

keyhole saw 

tenon saw 

dovetail saw 

padsaw 

whipsaw 


Saw 2 ► noun saying, maxim, proverb, aphorism, 
axiom, adage, apophthegm, epigram, gnome 

Say ► verb Qshe felt her stomach flutter as he said 
her name speak, utter, voice, pronounce, give 
voice to. vocalize 07 must go,' she said de 
clare, state, announce, remark, observe, men- 
tion, comment, note. add. reply, respond, an- 
swer, rejoin, informal come out with QNewall 
says he’s innocent claim, maintain, assert, hold, 
insist, contend, allege, profess, formal opine, 
aver, rare asseverate ©7 can't conjure up the 
words to say how I feel express, put into words, 
phrase, articulate, communicate, make known, 
put/get across, convey, verbalize, reveal, di- 
vulge. impart, disclose, imply, suggest ©they 
sang hymns and said a prayer recite, repeat, 
utter, deliver, perform, declaim, orate Qthe 
dial of her watch said one twenty indicate, show, 
read Ql’d say it’s about five miles estimate, 
judge, guess, hazard a guess, predict, speculate, 
surmise, conjecture, venture; informal reckon 
O let's say you’d just won a million pounds sup 
pose, assume, imagine, presume, hypothesize, 
postulate, posit 

► noun O everyone is entitled to their say chance to 
speak, turn to speak, opinion, view, voice, infor- 
mal twopence worth, twopenn’orth 0 don’t l 
have any say in the matter? influence, sway, 
weight, voice, input, share, part 

■ that is to say in other words, to put it an- 
other way, l e., that is, to wit, viz, namely 

■ to say the least to put it mildly, putting it 
mildly, without any exaggeration, at the very 
least 

saying ► noun proverb, maxim, aphonsm, 
axiom, adage, saw, tag, motto, apophthegm, 
epigram, dictum, gnome, expression, phrase, 
formula, slogan, catchphrase. platitude, cliche, 
commonplace, truism 

■ It goes without saying of course, natural- 
ly. needless to say, it’s taken for granted, it’s 
understood/assumed, it’s taken as read, it’s an 
accepted faa; obviously, self-evidently, mani- 
festly; informal natch. 
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say-SO ► noun ( informal) authorization, (seal of) 
approval, agreement, consent, assent, permis- 
sion, endorsement, sanction, ratification, ap- 
probation, acquiescence, blessing, leave, informal 
the OK. the go-ahead, the green light, the 
thumbs up 

-opposites refusal, denial 

scalding ► adjective extremely hot, burning, 
blistering, searing, red-hot, piping hot. informal 
boiling (hot), sizzling 

scale 1 ► noun ©the reptile's scales plate, technical 
lamella, lamina, squama, scute, scutum 
0 scales on the skin flake, (scales) scurf, dan- 
druff 0 scale m kettles limescale, deposit, in- 
crustation, Bnt fur 

Scale 2 ►noun ©the Celsius scale of temperature 
calibrated system, graduated system, system 
of measurement ©opposite ends of the sonal 
scale hierarchy, ladder, ranking, order, peck- 
ing order, spectrum, succession, sequence, ser- 
ies ©the scale of the map ratio, pioportion, 
relative size O no one foresaw the scale of the dis- 
aster extent, size, scope, magnitude, dimen 
sions, range, breadth, compass, degree, reach 
0 the notes of the scale See list at tonic sol-fa 

► verb thieves scaled an 8ft high feme climb, ascend, 
clamber up, shin (up), scramble up, mount, N 
Amer shinny (up) 

■ scale something down reduce, cut down, 
cut back, cut, decrease, lessen, lower, trim, 
slim down, prune 

■ scale something up increase, expand, aug- 
ment. build up, add to. step up. boost, escalate 

Scaly ► adjective ©the dragon's scaly hide technical 
squamous, squamulose, squamate, lamellate 
Qsialy patches of dead *ktn dry, llaky, flaking, 
scurfy, rough, scabrous, mangy, scabious, tech- 
nical ftirfuraceous 

scam ►noun (informal) fraud, swindle, racket, 
trick, diddle, informal con (rnck), Bnt informal 
ramp, N Amer informal hustle, gnft, bunco 

scamp ►noun (mformaf) rascal, monkey, devil, 
imp, wretch, mischief-maker, informal scallywag, 
horror, monster, tyke, Brit informal pensher, N 
English informal scally, N Amer informal varmint, ar- 
chaic rapscallion, scapegiace 
Scamper ►verb scurry, scuttle, dart, run. 
rush, race, dash, huny, hasten, informal scoot. 
dated make haste 

Scan ► verb ©Adum scanned the horizon scrutin 
ize, examine, study, inspect, survey, search, 
scour, sweep, rake, look at, stare at. gaze at, 
eye, watch, informal check out, N Amer informal 
scope ©I scanned the papers glance through, 
look through, have a look at, run/cast one’s 
eye over, skim through, flick thiough, flip 
through, leaf through, thumb through 

► noun ©a careful scan of the terrain inspection, 
scrutiny, examination, survey ©a quick scan 
through the report’ glance, look, flick, browse 
©a brain scan’ examination, screening 

Scandal ►noun © revelation of the sex scandal 
forced him to resign, wrongdoing, impropriety, 
misconduct, immoral behaviour, unethical be- 
haviour, offence, transgression, enme, sin; 
skeleton in the closet; informal -gate, ©it's a 
scandal that the disease is not adequately treated 
disgrace, outrage, injustice, (crying) shame 
©no scandal attached to her name: malicious gos- 
sip, malicious rumourfs), slander, libel, cal- 
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umny, defamation, aspersions, muckraking; in- 
formal dirt 

Scandalize ► verb shock, appal, outrage, hor- 
rify, disgust, offend, affront, insult, cause 
raised eyebrows 
-opposites impress 

scandalous ►adjective ©a scandalous waste of 
taxpayers' money disgraceful, shocking, outra- 
geous, monstrous, criminal, wicked, shameful, 
appalling, deplorable, reprehensible, inexcus- 
able. intolerable, insupportable, unforgivable, 
unpardonable ©a senes of scandalous liaisons 
discreditable, disreputable, dishonourable, im- 
proper, unseemly, sordid ©scandalous rumours 
scurrilous, malicious, slanderous, libellous, 
defamatory 

scant ►adjective little, little or no, minimal, 
limited, negligible, meagre, insufficient, inad- 
equate, deficient, formal exiguous 
-opposites abundant, ample 
scanty ► adjective © their scanty wages meagre, 
scant, minimal, limited, modest, restricted, 
sparse, tiny, small, paltry, negligible, insuffi- 
cient, inadequate, deficient, scarce, in short 
supply, thin on the ground, few and far be- 
tween. informal measly, piddling, mingy, pathet- 
ic, formal exiguous ©her scanty nightdress 
skimpy, revealing, short, brief, low, low-cut, in- 
decent 

-opposites ample, plentiful 
scapegoat ►noun whipping boy. Aunt Sally, 
informal fall guy, N Amer informal patsy 
scar ►noun ©the scar on his left cheek cicatrix, 
mark, blemish, disfigurement, discoloration, 
pockmark, pock, pit, lesion, stigma, birthmark, 
naevus ©deep psychological scars trauma, dam- 
age, injury 

► verb ©he's likely to he scarred for life disfigure, 
mark, blemish, pockmark, pit, Chnstianrty stig- 
matize ©a landscape which has been scarred by 
stnp mining damage, spoil, mar. deface, uijuie 
©she was profoundly scaned by the incident trau 
matize, damage, injure, distress, disturb, upset 
scarce ► adjective © food was scarce in short 
supply, scant, scanty, meagre, sparse, hard to 
find, hard to come by, insufficient, deficient, 
inadequate, at a premium, like gold dust, pal- 
try, negligible, informal not to be had for love 
nor money, formal exiguous Q birds that prefer 
dense forest are becoming scarcer rare, few and 
far between, thin on the ground, uncommon, 
unusual, Bnt out of the common 
-opposites plentiful 

scarcely ► adverb Qshc could scarcely hear what 
he was saying hardly, barely, only just, almost 
not ©/ scarcely ever see him rarely, seldom, in- 
frequently, not often, hardly ever, every once 
in a while, infonnal once in a blue moon ©this 
could scarcely be accidental surely not, not, hard- 
ly, certainly not, not at all, on no account, 
under no circumstances, by no means, N Amer 
noway 

-opposites often 

scarcity ► noun shortage, dearth, lack, 
undersupply, insufficiency, paucity, scantness, 
meagreness, sparseness, poverty, deficiency, in- 
adequacy, unavailability, absence, formal exigu- 
ity 

scare ► verb stop it, you're scanng me m frighten, 
startle, alarm, temfy, petnfy. unnerve, mtimi- 



scared I schedule 


762 


date, terrorize, cow, strike terror into, put the 
fear of God into, chill someone to the bone/ 
marrow, make someone’s blood run cold, mfor - 
mal frighten/scare the living daylights out of, 
scare stiff, fnghten/scare someone out of their 
wits, scare witless, fnghten/scare to death, 
scare the pants off, make someone’s hair stand 
on end. throw into a blue funk, make someone 
jump out of their skin, Bnt informal put the wind 
up, make someone’s hair curl, N Amer informal 
spook, Insh informal scare the bejesus out of, ar- 
chaic affright 

► noun you gave me a scare— how did you get here ? 
fright, shock, start, turn, jump 

Scared * adjective frightened, affaid, fearful, 
nervous, panicky, terrified, petnfied, horrified, 
panic-stncken, scared stiff, frightened/scared 
out of one’s wits, scared witless, fnghtened/ 
scared to death, Scottish feart, informal in a cold 
sweat, in a (blue) funk, Bnt informal funky, 
windy, N Amer informal spooked, dialect frit, archaic 
a feared, affrighted 

scaremonger ►noun alarmist, piophet of 
doom. Cassandra, voice of doom, doom- 
mongei, informal doom (and gloom) merchant 

SCarf ►noun muffler, headscarf, headsquare, 
square, mantilla, stole, tippet, N Amer ba- 
bushka 

scarper ► verb ( Bnt informal) See run verb sense 
2 

scary ► adjective (informal) frightening, alarming, 
terrifying, hair-raising, spine-chilling, blood- 
curdling. horrifying, nerve-racking, unnerving, 
eerie, sinister, informal creepy, spine-tingling, 
spooky, hauy 

scathing ►adjective withering, blistenng, sear 
ing, devastating, fierce, ferocious, savage, se- 
vere, stinging, biting, cutting, mordant, tren- 
chant. virulent, caustic, vitriolic, scornful, 
sharp, bitter, harsh, unsparing, formal morda- 
cious 

-opposites mild 

Scatter ►verb Q scatter the seeds as evenly as 
possible throw, strew, toss, fling, sprinkle, 
spread, distribute, sow. broadcast, disseminate 
©the crowd scattered | onlookers were scattered in 
all directions disperse, break up, disband, separ- 
ate, go separate ways, dissolve, dnve, send, put 
to flight, chase 0 the sky was scattered with stars 
fleck, stud, dot, cover, sprinkle, stipple, spot, 
pepper, poetic/ literary bestrew 
-opposites gather, assemble 
scatterbrained ► adjective absent-minded, 
forgetful, disorganized, dreamy, wool-gather- 
ing, with one’s head in the clouds, feather- 
brained, giddy, informal scatty, with a mind/ 
memory like a sieve, dizzy, dippy 

scavenge ►verb search, hunt, look, forage, 
rummage, root about/around, grub about/ 
around 

scenario ►noun ©Walt wrote scenarios for a 
major Hollywood studio plot, outline, storyline, 
framework, screenplay, script; formal diegesis 
©every possible scenario must be explored se 
ouence of events, course of events, chain of 
events, situation. 0 this film has a more contem - 
porary scenario setting, background, context, 
scene, milieu. 

Scene ► noun o the scene of the accident ■ loca- 
tion, site, place, position, point, spot, locale, 


whereabouts, technical locus ©the scene is Lon- 
don, in the late 1890s background, setting, con- 
text. milieu, backdrop, mise en scene 0 terrible 
scenes of violence incident, event, episode, hap- 
pening ©an impressive mountain scene view, 
vista, outlook, panorama, sight, landscape, 
sceneiy ©she made an embarrassing scene fuss, 
exhibition of oneself, performance, tantrum, 
commotion, disturbance, row, upset, furore, 
brouhaha, informal to-do, Bnt informal cany-on 
©the political scene arena, stage, sphere, world, 
milieu, realm, domain, area of interest, field, 
piovir.ee, preserve ©a scene from a Laurel and 
Hardy film clip, section, segment, part, se- 
quence 

■ behind the scenes secretly, in secret, pri- 
vately, in private, behind closed doors, surrep- 
titiously, informal on the quiet, on the q t , formal 
sub rosa 

scenery ►noun Qthe beautiful scenery of west 
Wales landscape, countryside, country, terrain, 
topography, setting, surroundings, environ- 
ment, view, vista, panorama Owe all helped 
with the scenery and costumes stage set, set. 
mise en scene, flats, backdiop. diop curtain. 
Bnt backcloth 

scenic ►adjective picturesque, pietty, pleas- 
ing. attractive, lovely, beautiful, charming, 
pretty as a picture, easy on the eye, impressive, 
striking, spectaculai . breathtaking, panoramic 

scent ► noun ©the scent of freshly cut hay smell, 
fragrance, aroma, perfume, redolence, savour, 
odour, bouquet, nose ©a bottle of scent per 
fume, fragrance, toilet water, eau de toilette, 
cologne, eau de cologne Qthe hounds picked up 
the scent of a hate spoor, trail, track. Hunting foil, 
wind 

► verb Qa shark can scent blood from over half a kilo- 
metre away smell, detect the smell of, get a 
whiff of ©Rose looked at him, scenting a threat 
sense, become aware of, detect, discern, recog- 
nize, get wind of 

scented ► adjective perfumed, ffagranced, per- 
fumy, sweet-smelling, fragrant, aromatic 

Sceptic ►noun ©sceptics said the marriage 
wouldn’t last cynic, doubter, pessimist, piophet 
of doom © sceptics who have found faith agnos 
tic, atheist, unbeliever, non-believer, disbe- 
liever, doubting Thomas, rare nullifidian 

sceptical ► adjective dubious, doubtful, taking 
something with a pmch of salt, doubting, cyn- 
ical. distrustful, mistrustful, suspicious, disbe- 
lieving, unconvinced, incredulous, scoffing, 
pessimistic, defeatist 
-opposites certain, convinced 

scepticism ►noun ©hts ideas were met with 
scepticism doubt, doubtfulness, a pinch of salt, 
disbelief, cynicism, distrust, mistrust, suspi- 
cion, incredulity, pessimism, defeatism, formal 
dubiety. © he passed from scepticism to religious be- 
lief agnosticism, doubt, atheism, unbelief, 
non-belief 

Schedule ►noun ©we need to draw up a pro- 
duction schedule, plan, programme, timetable, 
scheme. ©I have a very busy schedule timetable. 
agenda, diaiy, calendar; itinerary 

► verb another meeting was scheduled for April 20 ar- 
range, organize, plan, programme, timetable, 
set up, line up; N Amer slate 
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■ behind schedule late, running late, over' 
due, behind time, behind, behindhand 

Scheme ►noun Q adventurous fund-raising 
schemes plan, project, plan of action, pro- 
gramme, strategy, stratagem, tactic, game plan, 
course/line of action, system, procedure, de- 
sign, formula, recipe, Bnt informal wheeze, archaic 
shift © police uncovered a scheme to steal the 
paintings plot, intrigue, conspiracy, ruse, ploy, 
stratagem, manoeuvre, subterfuge, machin- 
ations, informal game, racket Qthe sonnet's rhyme 
scheme arrangement, system, organization, 
configuration, pattern, format, technical schema 

► verb he schemed to bring about the collapse of the 
government plot, hatch a plot, conspire, in- 
trigue, connive, manoeuvre, plan 

scheming ► adjective cunning, crafty, calculat- 
ing, devious, designing, conniving, wily, sly. 
tricky, artful, guileful, slippery, slick, manipu- 
lative, Machiavellian, unscrupulous, disingenu- 
ous, duplicitous, deceitful, underhand, treach- 
eious 

-opposiies ingenuous, honest 

schism ►noun division, split, rift, breach, rup- 
tuie. break, separation, severance, chasm, gulf, 
discord, disagreement, dissension 

schismatic ►adjective separatist, heterodox, 
dissident, dissentient, dissenting, heretical, 
bieakaway, splinter 
-opposhfs orthodox 

schmaltzy ►adjective ( informal ) See sentimental 
sense 2 

scholar ►noun Qa leading biblical scholar aca 
demic. intellectual, learned peison, man/ 
woman of letteis, mind, intellect, savant, poly 
math, highbiow, bluestocking, authority, ex 
pen, informal egghead, N Amer informal pointy- 
head. archaic bookman 0 (archaic) the school had 
28 scholars pupil, student, schoolchild, school- 
boy, schoolgirl 

Scholarly ►adjective Qun earnest, scholar lv 
man learned, erudite, academic, well lead, 
widely read, intellectual, literary', lettered, edu- 
cated, knowledgeable, highbrow, studious, 
bookish, donnish, bluestocking, cerebral, N 
Amer informal pointy-headed, archaic clerkly 0 a 
scholarly career academic, scholastic, pedagogic 
-opposites uneducated, illiterate 

scholarship ►noun Qa centre of medieval 
scholarship learning, book learning, knowledge, 
erudition, education, letters, culture, academic 
study, academic achievement 0 a scholarship of 
£200 per term grant, award, endowment, pay- 
ment. Bnt bursary, exhibition 

Scholastic ►adjective academic, educational, 
school, scholarly 

school ►noun Qthe village school educational 
institution, academy, college, seminary, alma 
mater See list Qthe university’s School o f bnglish 
department, faculty, division ©the Barbizon 
school group, set, circle, followers, following, 
disciples, apostles, admirers, devotees, votaries, 
proponents, adherents Qa school of linguistics 
way of thinking, school of thought, persuasion, 
creed, credo, doctnne, belief, faith, opinion, 
point of view, approach, method, style 
-RELATED TERMS scholastic 

► verb Qhe was schooled in Lyon educate, teach, 
instruct Qhe schooled her in horsemanship train, 


teach, tutor, coach, instruct, drill, discipline, 
direct, guide, prepare, groom, pnme, verse 

Types of School 

academy 
boarding school 
board school 
charity school 
charter school 
cheder 
choir school 
church school 
City Technology 
College (CTC) 
coeducational school 
college 

comprehensive (school) 
convent 
county school 
day school 
direct-grant school 
elementary school 
farm school 
finishing school 
first school 
free school 
grade school 
grammar school 
grant-maintained 
school (CM school) 
high school 
infant school 


Schooling ►noun Qhts parents paid for his 
schooling education, teaching, tuition, instruc- 
tion, tutoring, tutelage, lessons, (book) learn- 
ing 0 the schooling of horses training, coaching, 
instruction, drill, drilling, discipline, disciplin- 
ing 

Schoolteacher ► noun teacher, schoolmas- 
ter. schoolmistress, tutor, educationist, Bnt 
master, mistress, N Amer informal schoolmarm. 
Austral /NZ informal chalkie. schoolie, formal peda- 
gogue 

Science ►noun Qa science teacher See list 
Qthe saence of criminology branch of know 
ledge, body of knowledge/information, area of 
study, discipline, field 

Scientific ►adjective Q scientific research tech- 
nological, technical, research-based, know- 
ledge-based, empirical Qyou need to approach it 
in a more scientific way systematic, methodical, 
organized, well organized, ordered, orderly, 
meticulous, ngorous, exact, precise, accurate, 
mathematical, analytical, rational 
scientist ► noun researcher, technologist. 
Bnt informal boffin See lists here and at doctor, 
science 

scintilla ► noun particle, iota, jot, whit, atom, 
speck, bit, trace, ounce, shred, crumb, frag- 
ment, gram, drop, spot, mite, modicum, hint, 
touch, suggestion, whisper, suspicion, informal 
smidgen, tad, archaic scantling 
Scintillate ► verb sparkle, shine, gleam, glit- 
ter, flash, shimmer, twinkle, glint, glisten, 
wink; poetic/ literary glister, coruscate 
scintillating ► adjective Qa scintillating dia- 
mond necklace * sparkling, shining, bright, bril- 
liant, gleaming, glittering, twinkling, shunmer- 


juntor high school 
junior school 
kindergarten 
lower school 
middle school 
night school 
nursery school 
parochial school 
preparatory/prep 
school 
pre-school 
primary school 
private school 
public school 
residential school 
secondary modern 
(school) 

secondary school 
senior high school 
separate school 
sixth-form centre/ 
college 
special school 
state school 
Talmud Torah 
upper school 
voluntary school 
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Branches of Science 

See also engineering, geography, mathematics, medicine, psychology. 


acoustics 

engineering 

aerodynamics 

entomology 

agrisdence 

epidemiology 

anatomy 

ethnology 

anthropology 

ethology 

astronomy 

evolutionary psychology 

astrophysics 

exobiology 

atomic physics 

fluid mechanics 

bacteriology 

forensics 

behavioural science 

genetic engineering 

biochemistry 

genetics 

biology 

geochemistry 

botany 

geochronology 

chemistry 

geography 

climatology 

geology 

computer science 

geomorphology 

conchology 

geophysics 

cosmology 

glaciology 

cryogenics 

haematology 

crystallography 

herpetology 

cybernetics 

histology 

cytology 

holography 

dendrology 

hydrodynamics 

dynamics 

hydrology 

earth science 

hydrostatics 

ecology 

ichthyology 

economics 

immunology 

electrical engineering 

information technology 

electrodynamics 

limnology 

electronics 

linguistics 

endocrinology 

marine biology 


mathematics 

photochemistry 

mechanics 

physics 

medical physics 

physiography 

medicine 

physiology 

metallurgy 

phytology 

meteorology 

phytopathology 

microbiology 

psychiatry 

mineralogy 

psychology 

molecular biology 

quantum mechanics 

mycology 

radiochemistry 

natural history 

radiology 

nephology 

robotics 

neurology 

seismology 

neuroscience 

sociobiology 

nuclear chemistry 

sociology 

nuclear physics 

soil science 

oceanography 

spectroscopy 

oncology 

statistics 

ophthalmology 

stratigraphy 

optics 

taxonomy 

ornithology 

tectonics 

palaeobotany 

thermodynamics 

palaeocllmatology 

toxicology 

palaeontology 

veterinary medicine 

palynology 

virology 

parasitology 

vulcanology 

particle physics 

zoogeography 

pathology 

zoology 

pedology 

zymurgy 

petrology 


pharmacology 



ing Q a scintillating second-half performance bril 
liant, dazzling, exciting, exhilarating, stimulat- 
ing. sparkling, lively, vivacious, vibrant, ani- 
mated, ebullient, effervescent, witty, clever, 
poetic /literary coruscating 
-opposites dull, boring 

Scion ► noun Qa scion oj the tree cutting, graft, 
slip, shoot, offshoot, twig ©the scion of an aris- 
tocratic family descendant, hen, successor, 
child, offspring. Law issue 

scoff 1 ► verb they scoffed at her article mock, de- 
ride, ndicule, sneer at, jeer at, jibe at, taunt, 
make fun of, poke fun at. laugh at, scorn, 
laugh to scorn, dismiss, make light of, belittle, 
informal pooh-pooh 

SCOff 2 ►verb ( Bnt informal) the bears scoffed our 
packed lunch eat, devour, consume, guzzle, gob- 
ble. wolf down, bolt, informal put away, nosh, 
polish off. demolish, shovel down, stuff one’s 
face with, pig oneself on, pig out on, Bnt infor- 
mal gollop, shift, N Amer informal scarf (down/ 
up), snarf (down/up) 

SCOld ► verb Mum took Anna away, scolding her for 
her bad behaviour rebuke, reprimand, reproach, 
reprove, admonish, remonstrate with, chastise, 
chide, upbraid, berate, take to task, read some- 
one the Riot Act, give someone a piece of one’s 
mind, haul over the coals, informal tell off, dress 
down, give someone an earful, give someone a 
roasting, rap over the knuckles, let someone 
have it, bawl out, give someone hell. Bnt informal 
tick off, have a go at, carpet, tear someone off 
a stnp, give someone what for, give someone 
some stick, give someone a rollicking/rocket/ 


row, N Amer informal chew out, ream out. Austral 
informal monster, formal castigate 
-opposites praise 

► noun ( archaic ) she is turning into a scold nag, 
shrew, fishwife, harpy, termagant, harridan, 
complainer, moaner, grumbler, N Amer intonnal 
kvetch 

scolding ► noun rebuke, reprimand, reproach, 
reproof admonishment, reproval, remonstra- 
tion, lecture, upbraiding, informal telling-off, 
talking-to, rap over the knuckles, dressing- 
down, earful, roasting, Bnt informal ticking-off, 
carpeting, rocket, rollicking, formal castigation 

SCOOp ► noun Qa measuring scoop spoon, ladle, 
dipper, bailer ©a scoop of vanilla ice cream 
spoonful, ladleful, portion, lump, ball; informal 
dollop © {informal) reporters competed for scoops' 
exclusive (story), inside story, expose, revela- 
tion 

► verb Q a hole was scooped out in the floor hollow 
out, gouge out, dig, excavate, cut out © cut the 
tomatoes in half and scoop out the flesh remove. 
take out, spoon out, scrape out. ©she scooped 
up armfuls of clothes pick up, gather up, lift, take 
up, snatch up, grab 

SCOOt ► verb ( informal ) See dash verb sense 1 

scope ► noun Q the scope of the investigation’ ex 
tent, range, breadth, width, reach, sweep, pur- 
view, span, horizon; area, sphere, field, realm, 
compass, orbit, ambit, terms/field of reference, 
jurisdiction, remit; confine, limit; gamut, ©the 
scope for change is limited by political realities, op 
portunity, freedom, latitude, leeway, capacity, 
liberty, room (to manoeuvre), elbow room; pos- 
sibility, chance. 
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Scientists 

See also ECONOMIST, ENGINEER. INVENTOR, NOBEL PRIZEWINNER, PSYCHOLOGIST, ZOOLOGIST. 


Abbe, Ernst (German physicist) 

Agricola, Georgius (Georg Bauer; German physician/ 
mineralogist) 

Alton. Hannes (Swedish theoretical physicist) 
Alvarez, Luis (American physicist) 

Amp&re, Andr6-Marfe (French physicist/ 
mathematician) 

Anderson, Carl (American physicist) 

Angstrbm, Anders (Swedish physicist) 

Appleton, Edward (English physicist) 

Arrhenius. Svante (Swedish chemist) 

Ashton, Frands (English physicist) 

Auer von Welsbach, Carl (Austrian chemist) 

Avery, Oswald (Canadian bacteriologist) 

Avogadro. Amedeo (Italian physicist/chemist) 

Baer, Karl Ernest von (German biologist) 

Baeyer, Johann von (German chemist) 

Banting, Frederick (Canadian physiologist) 

Bateson. William (English geneticist) 

Beckmann. Ernst (German chemist) 

Becquerel, Antoine-Henri (French physicist) 

Behring, Emil von (German bacteriologist) 

Berglus, Friedrich (German chemist) 

Bernard. Claude (French physiologist) 

Berthollet, Claude (French chemist) 

Berzelius, JOns Jakob (Swedish chemist) 

Best. Charles (American-born Canadian physiologist) 
Bkhat, Marie (French pathologist) 

Bjerknes, Vilhelm (Norwegian meteorologist/ 
geophysicist) 

Blade, Joseph (Scottish chemist) 

Blackett. Patrick M. S. (English physicist) 
Blumenbach, Johann (German physiologist) 

Bohr. Niels (Danish physicist) 

Boltzmann, Ludwig (Austrian physicist) 

Bondi, Hermann (British cosmotogist/physiclst. b. in 
Vienna) 

Bordet, Jules (Belgian bacteriologist/immunoiogist) 
Born, Max (German theoretical physicist) 

Bosch, Carl (German chemist) 

Bose, Satyendra Nath (Indian physicist) 

Bovet. Daniel (Swiss pharmacologist) 

Boyle, Robert (Irish physldst/chemist) 

Bragg. William Henry (English physicist) 

Braun, Karl (German physicist) 

Bridgman, P. W. (American physicist) 

Buchan, Alexander (Scottish meteorologist) 

Buchner. Eduard (German chemist) 

Bunsen, Robert (German chemist) 

Calvin, Melvin (American biochemist) 

Cannizzaro, Stanislao (Italian chemist) 

Carnot, Sadi (French scientist) 

Cavendish, Henry (English physidst/chemlst) 
Chadwick, James (English physicist) 

Chain, Ernst (British biochemist, b. in Germany) 
Chamberlain, Owen (American physicist) 

Cherenkov, Pavel (Soviet physicist) 

Clausius, Rudolf (German physicist) 

Cockcroft, John (English pbyskfet) 

Compton. Arthur (American physiOst) 

Coulomb, Chafies-Augustin de (French physidst) 
Crick, Francis (English biophysicist) 

Crookes, WWiam (English physidst/cherotet) 
Culpeper, Nicholas (English hOffeatet) 

Curie, Marie (French physidst, b. In Poland) 

Curie, Pierre (French physicist) 

Dale, Henry (English physiologist) 

Dalton, John{Engfeh chemist) 


Dana, James (American geologist/mineralogist) 
Davisson, Clinton J. (American physidst) 

Davy, Humphry (English chemist) 

Dawkins, Richard (English biologist) 
de Broglie, Louis- Victor, Prince (French physidst) 
Debye, Peter (American physicist, b. in the 
Netherlands) 

de Duve, Christian (British biochemist, b. in Belgium) 
de Vries, Hugo (Dutch plant physiologist/geneticist) 
Dewar. James (Scottish chemlst/physlclst) 

Diels, Otto (German chemist) 

Dirac, Paul (English theoretical physicist) 

Doppler, Christian (Austrian physicist) 

Ecdes, John (Australian physiologist) 

Ehrlich, Paul (German medical scientist) 

Einstein, Albert (American physicist, b. In Germany) 
Einthoven, Willem (Dutch physiologist) 

Erlanger, Joseph (American physiologist) 

Esaki, Leo (Japanese physidst) 

Euler. Ulf von (Swedish physiologist) 

Faraday, Michael (English chemlst/physfclst) 

Fermi, Enrico (American physidst) 

Feynman, Richard (American physidst) 

Fischer, Emil (German chemist) 

Fitzgerald, George (Irish physidst) 

Fleming, Alexander (Scottish bacteriologist) 

Florey, Howard (Australian pathologist) 

Foucault Jean (French physidst) 

Franklin, Rosalind (English crystaUographer) 
Fraunhofer. Joseph von (German physidst) 

Fresnel, Augustin (French physidst) 

Frisch, Otto (British physidst, b. In Austria) 

Funk, Caslmlr (American biochemist, b. In Poland) 
Galileo Galilei (Italian physicist) 

Gamow, George (American physicist, b. in Russia) 
Gasser. Herbert (American philologist) 

Gay-Lussac. Joseph (French chemlst/physlclst) 

Geber (14th century; Spanish alchemist) 

Geiger, Hans (German physicist) 

Gell-Mann, Murray (American physidst) 

Gibbs. J. Willard (American chemist) 

Gilbert, William (English physidan/physldst) 

Glashow, Sheldon Lee (American theoretical 
physicist) 

Goldschmidt. Viktor Moritz (Norwegian chemist, b* in 
Switzerland) 

Grimaldi. Francesco (Italian physicist) 

Guericke. Otto von (German physidst) 

Haber, Fritz (German chemist) 

Haeckel, Ernst (German biologist) 

Hahn, Otto (German chemist) 

Haldane, J. B. S. (Scottish biologist) 

Haller, Albrecht von (Swiss anatomist and 
physiologist) 

Hawking, Stephen (English theoretical physidst) 
Haworth, Norman (English chemist) 

Heaviside, Oliver (English physicist) 

Heisenberg. Werner (German physidst) 

Helmholtz, Hermann von (Gentian physiologist / 
physidst) 

Hertz, Heinrich (German physicist) 

Hess, Victor (American physidst b. In Austria) 

Hevesy, George de (Swedish radlochemlst b. in 
Hungary) 

Hodgkin, Alan (English physiologist) 

Hodgkin, Dorothy (British biochemist, b. In Egypt) 
Hoff, Jacobus van’t (Dutch chemist) 

Hooke, Robert (English physicist) 
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Hopkins, Frederick (English biochemist) 

Hoyle, Fred (English astrophysicist) 

Huxley, Andrew (English physiologist) 

Huxley, Julian (English biologist) 

Huxley, T. H. (English biologist) 

Huygens, Christiaan (Dutch physicist/mathematician) 
Ingenhousz, Jan (Dutch scientist) 

Ipatieff. Vladimir (American chemist, b. in Russia) 
Jabir ibn Hayyan (Arab chemist) 

Jacob, Francois (French biochemist) 

Jeans, James (English physicist) 

Jollot-Curie, Jean-Fr6d£ric (French nuclear physicist) 
Jollot-Curie, Irfcne (French nuclear physicist) 

Jones, Steve (English geneticist) 

Joule, James Prescott (English physicist) 

Kameriingh Onnes, Heike (Dutch physicist) 

Kekult, Friedrich (German chemist) 

Kelvin, William (British physicist) 

Kendall. Edward (American biochemist) 

Klrchhoff, Gustav (German physicist) 

Klaproth. Martin (German chemist) 

Koch. Robert (German bacteriologist) 

Krebs, Hans (British biochemist, b. In Germany) 
Kurchatov, Igor (Russian physicist) 
landau, lev (Soviet theoretical physicst) 

Langmuir, Irving (American chemist/physicist) 
Lavoisier, Antoine (French chemist) 

Lawrence, Ernest (American physicist) 

Liebig, Justus von (German chemist) 

Lodge, Oliver (English physicist) 

Loewi, Otto (American pharmacologist/physiologist, 
b. in Germany) 

Lonsdale, Kathleen (Irish physicist) 

Lorentz, Hendrik (Dutch theoretical physicist) 
Lovelock. James (English scientist) 

Lysenko, Trofim (Soviet biologist/geneticist) 

Mach, Ernst (Austrian physicist) 

Macleod, John (Scottish physiologist) 

McClintock, Barbara (American geneticist) 

Maxwell, James Clerk (Scottish physicist) 

Medawar, Peter (English immunologist) 

Meitner, Use (Swedish physicist, b. in Austria) 
Mendeleev. Dmitri (Russian chemist) 

Meyerhof, Otto (American biochemist, b. in 
Germany) 

Mkhelson, A. A. (American physicist) 

Millikan, Robert (American physicist) 

Molssan, Ferdinand (French chemist) 

Monod, Jacques Luden (French biochemist) 

Moriey, Edward Williams (American physicist) 
Mosander, Carl (Swedish chemist) 

Moseley, Harry (English physicist) 

MOIIer, Paul Hermann (Swiss chemist) 

Needham, Dorothy (English biochemist) 

Nemst, Hermann Walther (German chemist) 

Newton, Isaac (English physicist/mathematician) 
Nobel, Alfred Bernhard (Swedish chemist) 

Oersted, Hans Christian (Danish physicist) 

Ohm. Georg (German physicist) 

Oppenheimer. J. Robert (American physicist) 

Ostwald, Wilhelm (German chemist) 

Pasteur, Louis (French chemist/bacteriologist) 

Pauli, Wolfgang (American physicist, b. in Austria) 
Pauling, Linus (American chemist) 

Pavlov, Ivan Petrovich (Russian physiologist) 

Pelletier, Plerre-Joseph (French chemist) 


Perkin, William Henry (English chemist) 

Perrin, Jean Baptiste (French chemist) 

Pirie, Norman (Scottish biochemist) 

Planck, Max (German physicist) 

Porter, George (English chemist) 

Porter. Keith Roberts (Canadian/American biologist) 
Proust, Joseph Louis (French chemist) 

Prout, William (English chemist) 

Purcell, Edward (American physicist) 

Raman, Chandrasekhara (Indian physicist) 

Ramsay. William (Scottish chemist) 

Rayleigh, John William Strutt, 3rd Baron (English 
physicist) 

Rdntgen, Wilhelm (German physicist) 

Rutherford, Ernest (New Zealand physicist) 

Sabatier, Paul (French chemist) 

Saha, Meghnad (Indian theoretical physicist) 
Sakharov, Andrei (Russian nuclear physicist) 

Salam, Abdus (Pakistani theoretical physicist) 

Sanger, Frederick (English biochemist) 

Scheele, Carl Wilhelm (Swedish chemist) 

Schrddinger, Erwin (Austrian theoretical physicist) 
Schwann, Theodor (German physiologist) 

Seaborg, Glenn (American nuclear chemist) 

Segr£, Emilio (American physicist, b. in Italy) 
Sherrington, Charles (English physiologist) 

Shockley, William (American physicist) 

Soddy, Frederick (English physicist) 

Spallanzani. Lazzaro (Italian physiologist/biologist) 
Starling, Ernest (English physiologist) 

Swan. Joseph (English physicist/chemist) 
Szent-Gydrgyi, Albert von (American biochemist, b. in 
Hungary) 

Szilard, Leo (American physicist, b, in Hungary) 

Teller. Edward (American physicist, b. in Hungary) 
Thomson, Joseph (English atomic physicist) 

Torricelli, Evangelista (Italian physicist / 
mathematician) 

Townes, Charles (American physicist) 

Tyndall. John (Irish physicist) 

Urey, Harold C. (American chemist) 

Van Allen, James (American physicist) 

Virchow, Rudolf (German physician/pathologist) 

Volta, Alessandro (Italian physicist) 

Walton. E. T. S, (Irish physicist) 

Warburg, Otto Heinrich (German biochemist) 

Watson, James (American geneticist/biologist) 
Watson-Watt, Robert (Scottish physicist) 

Wegener, Alfred (German meteorologist) 

Weinberg, Steven (American theoretical physicist) 
Weismann, August (German biologist) 

Welsbach: see Auer 

Wemer, Alfred (Swiss chemist, b. in France) 

Wheeler. John (American theoretical physicist) 
Wigner, Eugene (American physicist) 

Wilkins, Maurice (British biochemist, b. in New 
Zealand) 

Wilson, John (Canadian geophysicist) 

Windaus, Adolf (German chemist) 

Wfihler, Friedrich (German chemist) 

Wollaston, William Hyde (English chemist/physicist) 
Woodward, R. B. (American dtemlst) 

Yukawa, Hidekl (Japanese physicist) 

Zeeman, Pieter (Dutch physicist) 

Zsigmondy. Richard (Goman chemist, b» in Austria) 
Zworykin, Vladimir (American physicist, b. In Russia) 
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SCOrch ►verb O the buildings were scorched by 
the fire burn, sear, singe, char, blacken, discoi- 
our 0 grass scorched by the sun dry up, desic- 
cate. parch, wither, shrivel, burn, bake 

Scorching ►adjective ©the scorching July sun 
extremely hot. red-hot, blazing, flaming, fiery, 
burning, blistering, searing, sweltering, torrid, 
N Amer broiling, informal boiling (hot), baking 
(hot), sizzling 0 scorching criticism fierce, sav- 
age, scathing, withering, blistering, searing, 
devastating, stringent, severe, haish, stinging, 
biting, mordant, trenchant, caustic, virulent, 
vitriolic 

-opposites freezing, mild 

Score ► noun O the final score was 4-3 result, 
outcome, total, sum total, tally, count 0an JQ. 
score of 161 rating, giade, mark, percentage 
©I’ve got a score to settle with you grievance, 
bone to pick, axe to grind, grudge, complaint, 
dispute, bone of contention Q (informal) he knew 
the score before he got here the situation, the 
position, the facts, the truth of the matter, the 
(true) state of affairs, the picture, how things 
stand, the lie ol the land, Bnt the state of play, 
N Amer the lay of the land, informal the set-up, 
what’s what 0 scores of complaints a great 
many, a lot, a great/good deal, large quantities, 
plenty, informal lots, umpteen, a slew, loads, 
masses, stacks, scads, heaps, piles, bags, tons, 
oodles, dozens, hundreds, thousands, millions, 
billions, Bnt informal shedloads, N Amer informal a 
bunch, gazillions. Austral ,'NZ informal a swag 

► verb ©he's already scored 13 goals this season get, 
gain, chalk up. achieve, make, record, rack up, 
notch up, informal bag. knock up 0 (informal) his 
new mcme really scored be successful, be a suc- 
cess, triumph, make an impression, go down 
well, informal be a hit, be a winner, be a sell-out, 
go down a storm 0 the piece was scored for flute, 
violin, and continue) orchestrate, arrange, set, 
adapt, write, compose ©score the wood in criss- 
cross patterns scratch, cut, notch, incise, 
scrape, nick, snick, chip, gouge, maik. archaic 
scotch 

■ score points off get the better of, gam the 
advantage over, outdo, worst, have the edge 
over, have the last laugh on. make a fool of, 
humiliate, informal get/be one up on, get one 
over on. best 

■ score something out/through cross out, 
stnke out, put a line through, ink out, blue- 
pencil, scratch out, delete, obliterate, expunge 

SCOITK ► noun he was unable to hide the scorn in his 
voice contempt, dension, contemptuousness, 
disdain, derisiveness, mockery, sneering, archaic 
contumely, despite 
-opposites admiration, respect 

► verb ©critics scorned the painting deride, hold in 
contempt, treat with contempt, pour/ heap 
scorn on, look down on, look down one’s nose 
at, disdain, curl one’s lip at, mock, scoff at, 
sneer at. jeer at, laugh at, laugh out of court, 
disparage, slight, dismiss, cock a snook at, spit 
in the eye/face of, thumb one’s nose at, informal 
turn one’s nose up at, archaic contemn 0 7 am 
a woman scorned she thought’ spurn, rebuff, re- 
ject. ignore, shun, snub ©she would have 
scorned to stoop to such tactics refuse to, re fra m 
ffom, not lower oneself to, be above, consider 
it beneath one 

-opposites admire, respect 


scornful ►adjective contemptuous, densive, 
withering, mocking, scoffing, sneering, jeenng, 
scathing, snide, disparaging, supercilious, dis- 
dainful, superior, archaic contumelious 
-opposites admiring, respectful 
Scotch ► verb put an end to, put a stop to, nip 
in the bud, put the lid on. ruin, wreck, destroy, 
smash, shatter, demolish, queer, frustrate, 
thwart, informal put paid to. put the kibosh on. 
Bnt informal scupper 

SCOt-free ► adverb unpunished, without pun- 
ishment, unscathed, unhurt, unharmed, with- 
out a scratch 

Scotland ► noun Caledonia, Bnt north of the 
border, informal the land of cakes See list 


Traditional Counties of Scotland 


Aberdeenshire 

Angus 

Argyllshire 

Ayrshire 

Banffshire 

Berwickshire 

Bute 

Caithness 

Clackmannanshire 

Dumfriesshire 

Dunbartonshire 

East Lothian 

Fife 

Hebrides 

Inverness-shire 

Kincardineshire 

Kinross-shire 


Kirkcudbrightshire 

Lanarkshire 

Midlothian 

Moray 

Nairnshire 

Orkney Islands 

Peebleshire 

Perthshire 

Renfrewshire 

Ross and Cromarty 

Roxburgh 

Selkirkshire 

Shetland Islands 

Stirlingshire 

Sutherland 

West Lothian 

Wigtownshire 


Scoundrel ► noun rogue, rascal, miscreant, 
good-for-nothing, reprobate, cheat, swindlei, 
fraudster, trickster, charlatan, informal villain, 
bastard, beast, son of a bitch. SOB, rat, louse, 
swine, dog. skunk, heel, snake (in the grass), 
wretch, scumbag, Insh informal sleeveen, spal- 
peen, N Amer informal rat fink, informal, dated rot- 
ter, hound, bounder, blighter, dated cad. archaic 
blackguaid, knave, varlet, whoreson 
SCOUr 1 ►verb she scoured the cooker and cleaned 
out the cupboards scrub, rub, clean, wash, 
cleanse, wipe, polish, buff (up), shine, burnish, 
abrade 

SCOUr 2 ►verb Christine scoured the shops for a 
gift search, comb, hunt through, rummage 
through, go through with a fine-tooth comb, 
root through, rake through, leave no stone un- 
turned, look high and low in, ransack, turn 
upside-down, Austral JNZ informal fossick through 
SCOUrge ► noun o ( histoncal) he was beaten with a 
scourge whip, horsewhip, lash, strap, birch, 
switch, N Amer bullwhip, rawhide, histoncal cat- 
o’-ninetails 0 inflation was the scourge of the 
mid-1970s affliction, bane, curse, plague, men- 
ace, evil, misfortune, burden, cross to bear, 
blight, cancer, canker 
-opposites blessing, godsend 
► verb Q(histoncaf) he was publicly scourged flog. 
whip, beat, horsewhip, lash, flagellate, strap, 
birch, cane, thrash, belt, leather, informal tan 
someone’s hide, take a strap to 0 a disease 
which scourged the English for centuries afflict, 
plague, torment, torture, curse, oppress, bur 
den, bedevil, beset 
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SCOUt ► noun Q scouts reported that the enemy 
were massing ahead lookout, outrider, advance 
guard, vanguard, spy ©a lengthy scout round the 
area reconnaissance, reconnoitre, exploration, 
search, expedition, informal recce, Bnt informal 
shufti, N Amer informal recon © a record company 
scout talent spotter, talent scout, N Amer mfor - 
mal bird dog 

► verb ©/ scouted around for some logs search, 
look, hunt, ferret about/around, root about/ 
around ©a night patrol was sent to scout out the 
area reconnoitre, explore, make a reconnais- 
sance of. inspect, investigate, spy out, survey, 
examine, scan, study, observe, informal make a 
recce of. check out, case, Bnt informal take a 
shufti round, N Amer informal recon 

SCOWl ►verb glower, frown, glare, gnmace, 
lour, look daggers at, give someone a black 
look, make a face, pull a face, turn the comer’s 
of one’s mouth down. pout, informal give some- 
one a dirty look 
-opposites smile, gnn 

scraggy ► adjective scrawny, thin, as thin as a 
rake, skinny, skin and bone, gaunt, bony, an- 
gular, gawky, raw-boned, dated spindle-shanked 
-opposites fat 

SCraill ► verb (informal) scram or III call the police 
go away, leave, get out, go, get moving, be off 
(with you), shoo, informal skedaddle, split, run 
along, beat it, get lost, shove off, buzz off, 
push off, clear off, on your bike, Bnt informal get 
stuffed, slmg your hook, hop it, bog off, naff 
off, N Amer informal bug off, take a powder, take 
a hike. Austral /NZ informal rack off, poetic/ literary 
begone 

Scramble ►verb Owe scrambled over the boul- 
ders clamber, climb, crawl, claw one’s way, 
scrabble, grope one’s way, struggle. N Amer 
shinny © small children scrambled for the scattered 
coins jostle, scuffle, tussle, struggle, strive, 
compete, contend, vie, jockey © the alcohol has 
scrambled his brains muddle, confuse, mix up. 
jumble (up), disarrange, disorganize, disorder, 
disturb, mess up 

► noun Qa short scramble over the rocks clamber, 
climb, trek 01 lost Tommy in the scramble for a 
seat tussle, jostle, scrimmage, scuffle, strug- 
gle, free-foi^all, competition, contention, vying, 
jockeying, muddle, confusion, melee 

scrap 1 ►noun Qa scrap of paper fragment, 
piece, bit, snippet, shred, offcut, oddment, 
remnant © there wasn’t a scrap of evidence bit, 
speck, iota, particle, ounce, whit, jot, atom, 
shred, scintilla, tittle, jot or tittle, mfomial 
smidgen, tad © he slept rough and lived on scraps 
leftovers, leavings, crumbs, scrapings, re- 
mains, remnants, residue, odds and ends, bits 
and pieces, ©the whole thing was made from bits 
of scrap • waste, rubbish, refuse, litter, debns, 
detntus; flotsam and jetsam, N Amer garbage, 
trash: informal junk 

► verb Qold cars which are due to be scrapped 
throw away, throw out, dispose of, get rid of, 
toss out, throw on the scrap heap, discard, re- 
move, dispense with, lose, bin; decommission, 
recycle, break up, demolish; informal chuck 
(away/out), ditch, dump, junk, get shut of; Bnt 
informal get shot of, N Amer informal trash © cam- 
paigners called for the plans to be scrapped, aban- 
don, drop, abolish, withdraw, throw out, do 


away with, put an end to, cancel, axe. jettison, 
informal ditch, dump, junk 
-opposites keep, preserve 

Scrap 2 ( informal) ►noun he and Joe had several 
scraps quarrel, argument, row, fight, disagree- 
ment, difference of opimon, falling-out, dis- 
pute, squabble, contretemps/ clash, altercation, 
brawl, tussle, conflict, shouting match, informal 
tiff, set-to, run-in, slanging match, shindy, spat, 
dust-up, ruction, Bnt informal barney, ding-dong, 
bust-up 

► verb the older boys started scrapping with me quar 
rel, aigue, row, fight, squabble, brawl, bicker, 
spar, wrangle, lock horns, be at each other’s 
thioats 

scrape ►verb ©we scraped all the paint off the 
windows abrade, grate, sand, sandpaper, scour, 
scratch, rub, file, rasp © their boots scraped 
along the floor grate, creak, rasp, grind, 
scratch ©she scraped her hair back behind her 
ears rake, drag, pull. tug. draw O he scraped a 
hole in the ground scoop out, hollow out, dig 
(out), excavate, gouge out 0 Ellen had scraped 
her shins on the wall graze, scratch, abrade, 
scuff, rasp, skm, rub raw, cut. lacerate, bark, 
chafe, Medicine excoriate 

► noun Qthe scrape of her key in the lock grating, 
creaking, grinding, rasp, rasping, scratch, 
scratching © there was a long scrape on his shin 
graze, scratch, abrasion, cut. laceration, 
wound 0 (informal) he’s always getting into scrapes 
predicament, plight, tight comer/spot, tick- 
lish/tncky situation, problem, crisis, mess, 
muddle, informal jam, fix, stew, bind, hole, hot 
water, a pretty/fine kettle of fish, Bnt informal 
spot of bother 

■ scrape by manage, cope, survive, muddle 
through/along, make ends meet, get by/along, 
make do, keep the wolf from the door, keep 
one’s head above water, eke out a living, infor- 
mal make out 

scrappy ►adjective disorganized, untidy, dis- 
jointed, unsystematic, uneven, bitty, sketchy, 
piecemeal, fragmentary, incomplete, unfin- 
ished 

scratch ►verb Qthe paintwork was scratched 
score, abrade, scrape, scuff © thorns scratched 
her skin graze, scrape, abrade, skm, rub raw, 
cut. lacerate, bark, chafe, wound. Medicine ex- 
coriate. Qmany names had been scratched out 
cross out, strike out, score out, delete, erase, 
remove, eliminate, expunge, obliterate ©she 
was forced to scratch from the race withdraw, pull 
out of, back out of, bow out of. stand down 

► noun © he had two scratches on his cheek graze, 
scrape, abrasion, cut, laceration, wound ©a 
scratch on the paintwork’ score, mark, line, 
scrape 

■ up to scratch good enough, up to the 
mark, up to standard, up to par, satisfactory, 
acceptable, adequate, passable, sufficient, all 
right; informal OK. up to snuff 

Scrawl ► verb he scrawled his name at the bottom 
of the page, scribble, wnte humedly, write un- 
tidily, dash off 

► noun pages of handwritten scrawl: scribble, squig- 
gle(s), hieroglyphics, ram cacography 

scrawny ►adjective skinny, thin, as thin as a 
rake, skin and bone, gaunt, bony, angular, 
gawky, scraggy, raw-boned, dated spindle- 
shanked. 
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-OPPOSITES fat. 

scream ►verb he screamed tn pain shriek, 
screech, yell, howl, shout, bellow, bawl, ciy 
out, call out. yelp, squeal, wail, squawk, informal 
holler 

► noun O a scream of pain, shriek, screech, yell, 
howl, shout, bellow, bawl, ciy, yelp, squeal, 
wail, squawk, informal holler Q (informal) the whole 
thing's a scream' laugh, hoot, informal gas, giggle, 
not, bundle of fun/laughs © (informal) he’s an ab- 
solute scream: wit, hoot, comedian, comic, enter- 
tainer, joker, clown, character, informal gas, gig- 
gle, not, informal, dated caution, case, card 

Screech ► verb. See scream verb 
screen ►noun Qhe dressed hurriedly behind the 
screen partition, (room) divider, windbreak 
© a computer with a 15-inch screen display, 
monitor, visual display unit, VDU, cathode-ray 
tube, CRT ©every window has a screen because of 
mosquitoes mesh, net. netting Qthe hedge acts 
as a screen against the wind buffer, protection, 
shield, shelter, guard ©the earth must be put 
through a screen sieve, nddle, strainer, colander, 
filter 

► verb ©the end of the hall had been screened of 
partition off, divide off, separate off. curtain 
off ©the cottage was screened by the trees • con- 
ceal. hide, veil, shield, shelter, shade, protect, 
guard, safeguard © the prospective candidates will 
have to be screened vet, check, check up on, in- 
vestigate, informal check out Qall donated blood 
is screened for the virus check, test, examine, in- 
vestigate Qcoal used to be screened by hand 
sieve, nddle, sift, strain, filter, winnow ©the 
programme is screened on Thursday evenings show, 
broadcast, transmit, televise, put out, put on 
the air 

screw ►noun © stainless steel screws bolt, fas- 
tener, nail, pm. tack, spike, nvet, brad ©the 
handle needs a couple of screws to tighten it turn, 
twist, wrench. © the ship’s twin screws propel 
ler, rotor 

► verb ©he screwed the ltd back on the jar tighten, 
turn, twist, wind ©the bracket was screwed in 
place fasten, secure, fix, attach © (informal) she 
intended to screw money out of them extort, 
force, extract, wrest, wnng, squeeze, informal 
bleed 

s put the screws on (informal) pressurize, put 
pressure on. pressure, coerce, browbeat, use 
strong-arm tactics on, hold a gun to someone’s 
head, informal put the heat on, lean on 
s screw something up © Christina screwed up 
her face in disgust: wrinkle (up), pucker, crum- 
ple, crease, furrow, contort, distort, twist, 
purse. 0(mformaf) theyTl screw up the whole econ- 
omy. wreck, ruin, destroy, wreak havoc on, 
damage, spoil, mar; dash, shatter, scotch, make 
a mess of. mess up, informal louse up, foul up, 
put the kibosh on, banjax, do for. nix, queer, 
Brit informal scupper, cock up. 

scribble ► verb he scribbled a few lines on c piece 
of paper scrawl, wnte hurriedly, wnte untidi- 
ly, scratch, dash off. jot (down); doodle. 

► noun a page of scribble: scrawl, squiggle(s), jot- 
tings; doodle, doodlings; rare cacography. 

scribe ► noun Q (historical) a medieval scribe: 
clerk, secretaiy, copyist, transcriber, amanuen- 
sis; histoncal penman, scrivener. 0 (informal) a 
local cricket scribe, writer, author, penman; jour- 
nalist. reporter, informal hack 


scrimmage ► noun fight, tussle, brawl, strug- 
gle. fracas, free-for-all, rough and tumble; Law, 
dated affray, Informal scrap, dust-up, punch-up, 
set-to, shindy, Bnt informal scrum; N Amer informal 
rough house. 

Scrimp ►verb economize, skimp, scrimp and 
save, save, be thrifty, be frugal, tighten one’s 
belt, cut back, husband one’s resources, draw 
in one’s horns, watch one’s pennies; N Amer 
pinch the pennies 

script ►noun ©her neat, tidy script: handwrit 
ing, writing, hand, pen, penmanship, callig- 
raphy ©the script of the play text, screenplay, 
libretto, score, lines, dialogue, words 
scripture ►noun THE Bible, the Holy Bible, 
Holy Wnt, the Gospel, the Good Book, the 
Word of God, the Book of Books, sacred text(s) 
See lists at bible, sacred 

Scrooge ►noun miser, penny-pmcher, pinch- 
penny, niggard, informal skinflint, meame, 
money-grubber, cheapskate, N Amer informal 
tightwad 

-opposites spendthrift 

Scrounge ►verb ( mfonnaf) beg, borrow; informal 
cadge, sponge, bum, touch someone for, Bnt in- 
formal scab, N Amer informal mooch. Austral /NZ in- 
formal bludge 

Scrounger ► noun (informal) beggar, borrower, 
parasite, cadger, informal sponger, freeloader, N 
Amer informal mooch, moocher, schnorrer, 
Austral /NZ informal bludger 
scrub 1 ►verb ©he scrubbed the kitchen floor 
scour, rub, clean, cleanse, wash, wipe 0 (infor- 
mal) the plans were scrubbed abandon, scrap, 
drop, cancel, call off, axe, jettison, discard, dis- 
continue, abort, informal ditch, dump, junk 

scrub 2 ►noun there the buildings ended and the 
scrub began brush, brushwood, scrubland, 
undergrowth 

scruffy ► adjective shabby, worn, down at heel, 
ragged, tattered, mangy, dirty, untidy, un- 
kempt. bedraggled, messy, dishevelled, ill- 
groomed, informal tatty, the worse for wear, N 
Amer informal raggedy 
-opposites smart, tidy 

scrumptious ►adjective (informal) delicious, 
delectable, mouth-watering, tasty, appetizing, 
nch, savoury, flavoursome, flavourful, tooth- 
some, succulent, luscious; informal scrummy, 
yummy, Bnt informal moreish, N Amer informal 
finger-licking, nummy 
-opposites unpalatable 

scrunch ►verb* crumple, crunch, crush, rum- 
ple, screw up, squash, squeeze, compress, infor- 
mal squidge 

Scruple ► verb she would not scruple to ask them 
for money hesitate, be reluctant, be loath, have 
qualms, have scruples, have misgivings, have 
reservations, think twice, baulk, demur, recoil 
from, shrink from, shy away from, flinch from 
scruples ►plural noun he had no scruples about 
eavesdropping: qualms, compunction, pangs/ 
twinges of conscience, hesitation, reservations, 
second thoughts, doubt(s), misgivings, uneasi- 
ness, reluctance. 

scrupulous ►adjective © scrupulous attention to 
detail: careful, meticulous, painstaking, thor- 
ough, assiduous, sedulous, attentive, conscien- 
tious, punctilious, searching, close, minute, rig- 



scrutinize | sea 


770 


Sculptors 

Aaltonen. VWMnO (Finnish) 

Andre, Carl (American) 

Appel, Karel (Dutch) 

Archipenko, Aleksandr (American. 

b. in Russia) 

Arp, Jean (Alsatian) 

Barlach, Ernst (German) 

Bartholdi, Auguste (French) 
Bernini, Gian Lorenzo (Italian) 
Bourdelle, Emile (French) 

Brancusi, Constantin (Romanian) 
Butler, Reginald (English) 

Cakler, Alexander (American) 
Canova, Antonio (Italian) 

Caro, Anthony (English) 

Cellini, Benvenuto (Italian) 

Christo (Christo Javacheff; 

Bulgarian) 

Clodion (French) 

Daumier, Honor# (French) 

Degas, Edgar (French) 
della Quercia. Jacopo (Italian) 
della Robbia, Luca (Italian) 
Donatello (Italian) 

Dubuffet. Jean (French) 

Duchamp, Marcel (American, b. in 
France) 

Epstein. Jacob (British, b. in 
America) 

Flaxman, John (English) 

Frink. Elisabeth (English) 

Gabo. Naum (American, b. in 
Russia) 


Gaudier-Brzeska, Henri (French) 
Ghiberti, Lorenzo (Italian) 
Giacometti, A&erto (Swiss) 
Giambologna (Italian) 

Gibbons, Grinling (British 
woodcarver, b. In the 
Netherlands) 

Gill, Eric (English engraver) 
Goldsworthy, Andy (English) 
Gormley, Anthony (English) 
Goujon, Jean (French) 

Hanson, Duane (American) 
Hepworth, Barbara (English) 
Johns, Jasper (American) 

Judd, Donald (American) 
Landseer, Edwin Henry (English) 
Leighton, Frederic (English) 
Lichtenstein. Roy (American) 
Lipchitz, Jacques (French, b. in 
Lithuania) 

Lysippus (Greek) 

Maillol, Aristide (French) 

Manzu, Giacomo (Italian) 

Marini, Marino (Italian) 

Matisse, Henri (French) 
Meitrovlt, Ivan (American, b. in 
Croatia) 

Michelangelo Buonarroti (Italian) 
Michelozzo df Bartolommeo 
(Italian) 

Modigliani, Amedo (Italian) 
Moholy-Nagy. LSszl# (American, 
b. in Hungary) 


Moore, Henry (English) 

Morris, Robert (American) 

Myron (Greek) 

Noguchi, Isamu (American) 
Oldenburg* Claes (American, b. in 
Switzerland) 

Orcagna, Andrea (Italian) 

Paolozzi, Eduardo (Scottish, of 
Italian descent) 

Pevsner, Antoine (French, b. In 
Russia) 

Phidias (Athenian) 

Picasso, Pablo (Spanish) 

Pisano, Andrea (Italian) 

Pisano, Nicola (Italian) 

PoHaluolo, Antonio (Italian) 
Pollaiuolo, Piero (Italian) 

Polyditus (Greek) 

Praxiteles (Greek) 

Rodin, Auguste (French) 

Roubiliac, Louis-Francols (French) 
Sansovino. Jacopo Tatti (Italian) 
Segal, George (American) 

Smith, David (American) 

Sluter, Claus (Dutch) 

Stoss, Veit (German) 

Thorvaldsen, Bertel (Danish) 
Tinguely, Jean (Swiss) 

Verrocchio, Andrea del (Italian) 
Watts, George Frederick (English) 
Whiteread. Rachel (English) 
Zadkine. Ossip (French) 



orous, particular, strict 0 a scrupulous man 
honest, honourable, upright, upstanding, 
high-minded, nght-minded, moral, ethical, 
good, virtuous, principled, incorruptible 
-opposites careless, dishonest 
scrutinize ►verb examine, inspect, survey, 
study, look at. peruse, investigate, explore, 
probe, inquire into, go into, check 
scrutiny ►noun examination, inspection, sur- 
vey, study, perusal, investigation, exploration, 
probe, inquiry, informal gomg-over 
SCud ►verb speed, race, rush, sail, shoot, 
sweep, skim, whip, whizz, flash, fly, scurry, flit, 
scutter 

scuff ► verb scrape, scratch, rub, abrade, mark 
Scuffle ► noun there was a scuffle outside the pub 
fight, struggle, tussle, brawl, fracas, free-for-all, 
rough and tumble, senmmage, Law , dated affray. 
informal scrap, dust-up, punch-up, set-to, shindy, 
N Amer informal rough house 

► verb demonstrators scuffled with police fight, 
struggle, tussle, exchange blows, come to 
blows, brawl, clash, informal scrap 

sculpt ►verb carve, model, chisel, sculpture, 
fashion, form, shape, cast, cut, hew. 
sculptor ► noun carver, modeller See list 
sculpture ►noun a bronze sculpture model, 
carving, statue, statuette, figure, figunne, ef- 
figy, bust, head, likeness. 

► verb the choir stalls were carefidly sculptured. See 
SCULPT 

SCUm ► noun O the water was covered with a thick 
green scum film, layer, covering, froth; filth, 


dross, dirt 0 (informal) drug dealers are scum de 
spicable people, the lowest of the low, the 
dregs of society, vermin, nff-raff, informal the 
scum of the earth, dirt 

SCUpper (Bnt ) ►verb Qthe captain decided to 
scupper the ship, sink, scuttle, submerge, send to 
the bottom 0 ( informal ) he denied trying to scupper 
the agreement ruin, wreck, destroy, sabotage, 
torpedo, spoil, mess up, informal screw up. foul 
up, put the kibosh on, banjax, do for, archaic 
bnng to naught 

scurrilous ► adjective defamatory, slanderous, 
libellous, scandalous, insulting, offensive, 
gross, abusive, vituperative, malicious, informal 
bitchy 

SCUrry ►verb pedestrians scurried for cover 
hurry, hasten, run, rush, dash, scamper, scut- 
tle, scramble, Bnt scutter, informal scoot, beetle, 
dated make haste 
-opposites amble 

► noun there was a scurry to get out’ rush, race, 
dash, run, hurry, scramble, bustle 

SCUttle ► verb. See scurry verb 

sea ►noun Qthe sea sparkled in the sun • (the) 
ocean, the waves; informal the drink; Brit informal 
the bnny; poetic I literary the deep, the main, the 
foam See list Qthe boat overturned in the heavy 
seas, waves, swell, breakers, rollers, combers, 
informal boomers. Qa sea of roofi and turrets; ex 
panse, stretch, area, tract, sweep, blanket, 
sheet, carpet, mass; multitude, host, profusion, 
abundance, plethora. 

-related terms marine, mantime, nautical. 
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-opposite s land 

► adjective sea creatures marine, ocean, oceanic, 
saltwater, seawater, ocean-going, seagoing, sea- 
faring; maritime, naval, nautical, technical pela- 
gic, thalassic 

■ at sea confused, perplexed, puzzled, baf- 
fled, mystified, bemused, bewildered, non- 
plussed, disconcerted, disonented, dumbfound- 
ed, at a loss, at sixes and sevens, informal flum- 
moxed, bamboozled, fazed, N Amer informal dis- 
combobulated, archaic wildered, mazed 


Seals, Sea lions, and Sea Cows 


Baikal seal 
bearded seal 
common seal 
crabeater seal 
dugong 
elephant 
seal 
fur seal 


seal 


grey sea 
harbour 


harp seal 

hooded seat 


leopard seal 


manatee 
monk seal 


ringed seal 


Ross seal 
sea cow 
sea elephant 
seal 
sea Aon 

Staffer's sea cow 
walrus 
Weddell seal 


Seas and Oceans 


Adriatic Sea 

Inland Sea 

Aegean Sea 

Ionian Sea 

Andaman Sea 

Irish Sea 

Antarctic Ocean 

japan. Sea of 

Arabian Sea 

Java Sea 

Arafura Sea 

Kara Sea 

Aral Sea 

Laptev Sea 

Arctic Ocean 

Ligurian Sea 

Atlantic Ocean 

Marmara, Sea of 

Azov, Sea of 

Mediterranean Sea 

Baltic Sea 

North Sea 

Banda Sea 

Okhotsk, Sea of 

Barents Sea 

Pacific Ocean 

Beaufort Sea 

Red Sea 

Bellingshausen Sea 

Ross Sea 

Bering Sea 

Sargasso Sea 

Black Sea 

Savu Sea 

Caribbean Sea 

Scotia Sea 

Caspian Sea 

South China Sea 

China Sea 

Southern Ocean 

Chukchi Sea 

Suki Sea 

Coral Sea 

Tasman Sea 

Dead Sea 

Timor Sea 

East China Sea 

Tyrrhenian Sea 

Flores Sea 

Weddell Sea 

Galilee, Sea of 

White Sea 

Greenland Sea 

Yellow Sea 

Indian Ocean 



seafaring ► adjective maritime, nautical, naval, 
seagoing, sea 

Seal 1 ► noun O the seal round the bath sealant. 
sealer, adhesive © the king put his seal on the let - 
ter emblem, symbol, insignia, device, badge, 
crest, coat of arms, mark, monogram, stamp 
0 the Minister gave his seal of approval to the pro- 
ject ratification, approval, blessing, consent, 
agreement, permission, sanction, endorsement, 
clearance 

► verb Qshe quietly sealed the door behind her fas- 
ten. secure, shut, close, lock, bolt ©seal each 
bottle while it is hot • stop up, seal up, make 
airtight/watertight, cork, stopper, plug 0 police 
sealed off the High Street, close off, shut off, cor- 
don off, fence off, isolate ©he held out his hand 
to seal the bargain : clinch, secure, settle, con- 
clude, complete, establish, set the seal on, con- 
firm, guarantee; Informal sew up. 
seal 2 ► noun seals were basking in the water See 
list 

Seam ►noun Ot he seam was coming undone 
join, stitching; Surgery suture. 0 a seam of coal 
layer, stratum, vein, lode ©the seams of his 
face wrinkle, line, crow’s foot, furrow, crease, 
corrugation, crinkle, pucker, groove, ridge, 
seaman ► noun sailor, seafarer, manner, 
boatman, hand, informal (old) salt, sea dog, blue- 


jacket, Bnt infomial matelot, informal, dated tar, Jack 
Tar 

-opposites landlubber 

seamy ►adjective sordid, disreputable, seedy, 
sleazy, squalid, msalubnous, unwholesome, un- 
savoury, rough, unpleasant 
-opposites salubrious 

sear ►verb © the heat of the blast scared his face 
scorch, bum. singe, char ©sear the meat before 
adding the other ingredients flash-fry, seal, 
brown 0 his betrayal had seared her terribly 
hurt, wound, pain, cut to the quick, sting, dis- 
tress, grieve, upset, trouble, harrow, torment, 
torture 

search ►verb ©i searched for the key in my 
handbag hunt, look, seek, forage, fish about/ 
around, look high and low. cast about/around, 
ferret about/around, root about/around. rum- 
mage about/around. Bnt informal rootle about/ 
around ©he searched the house thoroughly look 
through, hunt through, explore, scour, nfle 
through, go through, sift through, comb, go 
through with a fine-tooth comb, turn upside 
down, rum inside out, leave no stone unturned 
in, Austral /NZ informal fossick through ©the 
guards searched him for weapons examine, in- 
spect, check, frisk 

► noun we continued our search for a hotel hunt, 
look, quest, pursuit 

■ In search of searching for, hunting for, 
seeking, looking for, on the lookout for, in 
pursuit of 

■ search mel ( informal) I don't know, how 
should I know?, it’s a mystery, 1 haven’t a due, 

I haven’t the least idea. I’ve no idea, informal 
dunno, don’t ask me. I haven’t the faintest/ 
foggiest (idea/notion), it beats me, ask me an- 
other 

Searching ►adjective penetrating, piercing, 
probing, penetrative, keen, shrewd, sharp, in- 
tent 

searing ►adjective ©the searing heat scorch 
ing, blistenng/sweltenng, blazing (hot), burn- 
ing, fiery, tomd; informal boiling (hot), baking 
(hot), sizzling, roasting © searing pain intense, 
excruciating, agonizing, sharp, stabbing, shoot- 
ing, stinging, severe, extreme, racking 0 a 
searing attack fierce, savage, blistering, scath- 
ing, stinging, devastating, mordant, trenchant, 
caustic, cutting, biting, withering 
seashell ► noun. See list at shell 
seaside ► noun coast, shore, seashore, water- 
side; beach, sand, sands, poetic/ literary strand 
-RELATED TERMS littoral 

season ► noun the rainy season | the opera season 
period, time, time of year, spell, term 

► vtrb © season the casserole to taste, flavour, add 
flavouring to, add salt/pepper to, spice, ©his 
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albums include standard numbers seasoned with a 
few of his own tunes' enliven, leaven, spice (up), 
Liven up, informal pep up 

■ In season available, obtainable, to be had, 
on offer, on the market, plentiful, abundant. 

seasonable ► adjective usual, expected, pre- 
dictable, normal for the time of year 

seasoned ► adjactlva experienced, practised, 
well versed, knowledgeable, established, ha- 
bituated. veteran, hardened, battle-scarred 
-opposites inexperienced 

seasoning ► noun flavouring, salt and pep- 
per, herbs, spices, condiments. 

seat ► noun ©a wooden seat chair, bench, 
stool, settle, stall, (seats) seating, room, Bnt in- 
formal pew © the seat of government headquar 
ters, base, centre, nerve centre, hub, heart, lo- 
cation. site, whereabouts, place ©the family’s 
country seat residence, ancestral home, man- 
sion, stately home, formal abode 

► verb O they seated themselves round the table pos 
ition, put, place, ensconce, install, settle, infor- 
mal plonk, park © the hall seats 500 have room 
for, contain, take, sit, hold, accommodate 

seating ► noun seats, room, places, chairs, ac- 
commodation 

Secede ► varb the Kingdom of Belgium seceded 
from the Netherlands in 1830 withdraw from, 
break away from, break with, separate (oneself) 
from, leave, split with, split off from, disaffili- 
ate from, resign from, pull out of. informal quit 
-opposites join 

Secluded ► adjective sheltered, pnvate, con- 
cealed, hidden, unfrequented, sequestered, 
tucked away 
-opposites busy 

seclusion ► noun isolation, solitude, retreat, 
privacy, retirement, withdrawal, purdah, con- 
cealment, hiding, secrecy 

Second 1 ► adjective © the second day of the trial 
next, following, subsequent, succeeding ©he 
keeps a second pair of glasses in his office addition 
al, extra, alternative, another, spare, back-up, 
relief, fallback. N Amer alternate ©he dropped 
down to captain the second team secondary, 
lower, subordinate, subsidiary, lesser, inferior 
©the conflict could turn into a second Vietnam, an 
other, new, repeat of, copy of, carbon copy of 
-opposites first 

► noun ©Eva had been working as his second, assist 
ant, attendant, helper, aide, supporter, auxil- 
iary, nght-hand man/ woman, girl/ man Friday, 
second in command, number two, deputy, 
understudy, subordinate, informal sidekick Q(m- 
formaf) he enjoyed the pie and asked for seconds a 
second helping, a further helpmg, more 

► verb George Beale seconded the motion, formally 
support, give one’s support to, vote for, back, 
approve, endorse 

■ second to none incomparable, matchless, 
unrivalled, inimitable, beyond compare/com- 
panson, unparalleled, without parallel, un- 
equalled, without equal, m a class of its own, 
peerless, unsurpassed, unsurpassable, nonpar- 
eil, unique, perfect, consummate, transcend- 
ent, surpassing, superlative, supreme, formal un- 
exampled 

second 2 ► noun IV only be gone for a second: mo- 
ment, bit, little while, short time, instant, split 


second, informal sec. jiffy, Bnt informal mo, tick, 
two ticks 

■ In a aocond very soon, in a minute, in a 
moment, in a tnce, shortly, any minute (now), 
in the twinkling of an eye, in (less than) no 
time, in no time at all; N Amer momentarily, in- 
formal in a jiffy, in two shakes (of a lamb’s tail), 
before you can say Jack Robinson, in the blink 
of an eye. Brit informal in a tick, m two ticks, in 
a mo, N Amer informal m a snap; poetic/ literary ere 
long 

Second 2 ► verb he was seconded to their Welsh of- 
fice. assign temporarily, lend; transfer, move, 
shift, relocate, assign, reassign, send. 
Secondary ► adjective ©a secondary issue less 
important, subordinate, lesser, minor, periph- 
eral, incidental, ancillary, subsidiary, non- 
essential. inessential, of little account, unim- 
portant © secondary infections accompanying, 
attendant, concomitant, consequential, result- 
ing, resultant. 

-opposites primary, main 

second-class ► adjective second-rate, 
second-best, inferior, lesser, unimportant 
second-hand ►adjective © second-hand clothes 
used, old, worn, pre-owned, handed-down, 
hand-me-down, cast-off, Bnt informal reach-me- 
down © second-hand information indirect, de- 
rivative; vicarious. 

-opposites new, direct 

► adverb I was discounting anything I heard second- 
hand indirectly, at second-hand, on the bush 
telegraph, informal on the grapevine 
-opposites directly 

second in command ► noun deputy, num- 
ber two, subordinate, nght-hand man/woman, 
understudy 

secondly ►adverb furthermore, also, more- 
over; second, in the second place, next, second- 
ary 

Second-rate ► adjective inferior, substan- 
dard, low-quality, below par, bad. poor, defi- 
cient. defective, faulty, imperfect, shoddy, inad- 
equate. insufficient, unacceptable. Bnt informal 
ropy, duff, rubbish. 

-opposites first-rate, excellent 
secrecy ►noun ©the secrecy of the material 
confidentiality, classified nature ©a govern- 
ment which thrived on secrecy’ secretiveness, cov- 
ertness, furtiveness, surreptitiousness, stealth, 
stealthiness 

secret ►adjective ©a secret plan confidential. 
top secret, classified, undisclosed, unknown, 
pnvate, under wraps, informal hush-hush formal 
sub rosa. ©a secret drawer in the table hidden, 
concealed, disguised, invisible ©a secret oper- 
ation to infiltrate terrorist groups * clandestine, co- 
vert, undercover, underground, surreptitious, 
stealthy, furtive, cloak-and-dagger, hole-and- 
corner, closet; informal hush-hush, ©a secret mes- 
sage | a secret code : cryptic, encoded, coded; 
mysterious, abstruse, recondite, arcane, esoter- 
ic, cabbalistic. 0 a secret place, secluded, pn- 
vate, concealed, hidden, unfrequented, out of 
the way, tucked away Qa very secret person. See 
secretive. 

-opposites public, open. 

► noun © he Just can’t keep a secret confidential 
matter, confidence, private affair, skeleton in 
the cupboard. © the secrets of the universe: mys- 



773 


secret agent | seduce 


tery, enigma, paradox, puzzle, conundrum, 
poser, nddle Q the secret of their success recipe, 
(magic) formula, bluepnnt. key, answer, solu- 
tion 

■ In secret secretly, in pnvate. privately, be- 
hind closed doors, behind the scenes, m cam- 
era, under cover, under the counter, discreetly, 
behind someone’s back, furtively, stealthily, on 
the sly, on the quiet, conspiratonally, covertly, 
clandestinely, on the side, informal on the q t , 
formal sub rosa 

secret agent ►noun SPY. double agent, 
counterspy, undercover agent, operative, plant, 
mole, N Amer informal spook 

secretary ►noun assistant, personal assist- 
ant. PA. administrator, amanuensis, girl/man 
Friday 

secretary general ► noun See hst at united 

NATIONS 

secrete 1 ► verb a substance secreted by the pros - 
tate gland * produce, discharge, emit, excrete, 
release, send out 
-opposites absorb 

Secrete 2 ► verb we secreted ourselves in the 
bushes conceal, hide, cover up, veil, shroud, 
screen, stow away. buiy. cache, informal stash 
away 

-opposites reveal 

Secretive ►adjective uncommunicative, secret, 
unfoithcoming, playing one’s cards close to 
one’s chest, reticent, reserved, silent, non- 
cominunicative. quiet, tight-lipped, dose 
mouthed, taciturn 
-opposites open, communicative 

secretly ► adverb O they met secretly for a year 
in secret, in private, privately, behind closed 
doors, in camera, behind the scenes, under 
cover, under the counter, behind someone’s 
back, furtively, stealthily, on the sly, on the 
quiet, conspiratonally, covertly, clandestinely, 
on the side, informal on the q t , formal sub rosa 
© he was secretly jealous of Bartholomew private 
ly. in one’s heart (of hearts), deep down 

Sect ►noun (religious) cult, religious group, 
denomination, persuasion, religious order, 
splinter group, faction See lists at Christianity, 
religion 

sectarian ► adjective factional, separatist, 
partisan, parti pns, doctnnaire, dogmatic, ex- 
treme, fanatical, ngid, inflexible, bigoted, hide- 
bound, narrow-minded 
-opposites tolerant, liberal. 

section ► noun O the separate sections of a train 
part, piece, bit, segment, component, division, 
portion, element, unit, constituent ©the last 
section of the questionnaire • subdivision, part, sub- 
section, division, portion, bit, chapter, passage, 
clause, ©the reference section of the library, de 
partment, area, part, division, ©a residential 
section of the capital See sector sense 2 

Sector ► adjective ©every sector of the industry is 
affected • part, branch, arm, division, area, de- 
partment. field, sphere © the north-eastern sector 
of the town* district, quarter, part, section, 
zone, region, area, belt. 

secular ►adjective non-religious, lay, tem- 
poral, worldly, earthly, profane; formal laic. 
-opposites holy, religious. 


Secure ► adjective © check to ensure that all bolts 
are secure fastened, fixed, secured, done up. 
closed, shut, locked © an environment in which 
children can feel secure safe, protected from 
harm/danger, out of from danger, sheltered, 
safe and sound, out of harm’s way, in a safe 
place, in safe hands, mvulneiable, at ease, un- 
worried, relaxed, happy, confident ©a secure 
future certain, assured, reliable, dependable, 
settled, fixed 

-opposites loose, vulnerable, uncertain 
► verb ©pins secure the handle to the main body fix, 
attach, fasten, affix, connect, couple ©the 
doors had not been properly secured fasten, close, 
shut, lock, bolt, chain, seal ©he leapt out to se- 
cure the boat tie up. moor, make fast, anchor 
Qthey sought to secure the country against attack 
protect, make safe, fortify, strengthen ©a 
written constitution would secure the rights of the in- 
dividual assure, ensure, guarantee, protect, 
confirm, establish o the division secured a major 
contract obtain, acquire, gain, get. get posses- 
sion of. informal get hold of, land 

security ► noun © the security of the nation’s at - 
izens safety, freedom from danger, protection, 
invulnerability © he could give her the security she 
needed peace of mind, feeling of safety, stabil- 
ity, certainty, happiness, confidence Q security 
at the court was tight safety measures, safe- 
guards, surveillance, defence, protection 
© additional security for vour loan may be required 
guarantee, collateral, surety, pledge, bond, ar- 
chaic gage 

-opposites vulnerability, danger 

SOdate 1 ►verb the patient had to be sedated 
tranquillize, put under sedation, drug 

sedate 2 ►adjective ©a sedate pace slow, 
steady, dignified, unhumed. relaxed, meas- 
ured, leisurely, slow-moving, easy, easy-going, 
gentle © he had lived a sedate and straightforward 
life calm, placid, tranquil, quiet, uneventful, 
bonng. dull 

-opposites exciting, fast 

sedative ► adjective sedative drugs tranquilliz 
ing, calming, calmative, relaxing, soporific, de- 
pressant, Medicine neuroleptic 
► noun the doctor gave him a sedative tranquil 
lizer, calmative, sleeping pill, narcotic, opiate, 
depressant, informal trank, sleeper, downer 

sedentary ►adjective sitting, seated, desk- 
bound; inactive 
-opposites active 

sedge ► noun. S$e list at grass 

sediment ►noun dregs, lees, precipitate, de- 
posit, grounds, settlings, residue, remains: silt, 
alluvium, technical residuum, archaic grouts 

sedition ► noun rabble-rousing, incitement to 
rebel, subversion, troublemaking, provocation, 
rebellion, insurrection, mutiny, insurgence, 
civil disorder 

seditious ► adjective rabble-rousing, provoca- 
tive, inflammatory, subversive, troublemaking, 
rebellious, insurrectionist, mutinous, insur- 
gent. 

seduce ► verb © he took her to his hotel room and 
tried to seduce her. persuade to have sex. euphem- 
istic have one’s (wicked) way with, take advan- 
tage of; dated debauch ©a firm which had se- 
duced customers into buying worthless products: at- 
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tract, allure, lure, tempt, entice, beguile, in- 
veigle, manoeuvre 

seducer ► noun womanizer, philanderer. 
Romeo, Don Juan, Lothario, Casanova, playboy, 
ladies’ man, informal ladykiller, wolf, skirt- 
chaser 

seductive ► adjective sexy, alluring, tempting, 
exciting, provocative, sultry, slinky, coquettish, 
flirtatious, informal vampish, come-hither, come- 
to-bed 

seductress ►noun temptress, siren, femme 
fatale, Mata Han, flirt, coquette, informal vamp 

sedulous ►adjective diligent, careful, meticu- 
lous. thorough, assiduous, attentive, industri- 
ous, conscientious, ultra-careful, punctilious, 
scrupulous, painstaking, minute, ngorous, par- 
ticular 

See 1 ► verb Q he saw her running across the road 
discern, spot, notice, catch sight of, glimpse, 
catch/get a glimpse of. make out. pick out, spy, 
distinguish, detect, perceive, note, informal clap/ 
lay/set eyes on, clock, poetic/ literary behold, des- 
cry. espy ©i saw a documentary about it last 
week ■ watch, look at, view, catch ® would you 
like to see over the house 7 inspect, view, look 
round, tour, survey, examine, scrutinize, informal 
give something a/the once-over ©I finally saw 
what she meant understand, grasp, compre- 
hend, follow, take in, realize, appreciate, recog- 
nize, work out, get the dnft of, perceive, 
fathom (out), informal get, latch on to, cotton on 
to, catch on to, tumble to, savvy, figure out. 
get a fix on, Bnt informal twig, suss (out) 01 
must go and see what Victor is up to find out, dis- 
cover, learn, ascertain, determine, establish 
Qsee that no harm comes to him ensure, make 
sure/certain, see to it, take care, mind ©I see 
trouble ahead foresee, predict, forecast, proph- 
esy, anticipate, envisage, picture, visualize 
O about a year later, I saw him in town, encoun 
ter, meet, run into/across, come across, stum- 
ble on/across, happen on, chance on, informal 
bump into, archaic run against ©they see each 
other from time to time meet, meet up with, get 
together with, socialize with d) you’d better see 
a doctor consult, confer with, talk to, speak 
to, have recourse to, call on. call in. turn to, 
ask. <D he’s seeing someone else now go out with, 
date, take out, be involved with; informal go 
steady with, Bnt informal, dated walk out with, N 
Amor informal, dated step out with, dated court 
©he saw her to her car escort, accompany, 
show, walk, conduct, lead, take, usher, attend 

■ see about arrange, see to. deal with, take 
care of, look after, attend to, sort out 

■ tee through understand, get/have the 
measure of, read like a book; informal be wise to, 
have someone’s number, know someone’s (lit- 
tle) game 

■ saa somaona through sustain, encourage, 
buoy up, keep going, support, be a tower of 
strength to, comfort, help (out), stand by, stick 
by 

■ saa something through persevere with, 
persist with, continue (with), cany on with, 
keep at, follow through, stay with, informal stick 
at, stick it out. hang in there. 

■ saa to attend to, deal with, see about, take 
care of. look after, sort out, fix. organize, ar- 
range 

see 2 ► noun a bishop's see : diocese, bishopric. 


Seed ► noun ©sow the seeds in trays or pots m pip, 
stone, kernel, ovule Qeath war contains within 
it the seeds of a fresh war genesis, source, origin, 
root, starting point, germ, beginnings, poten- 
tial (for), cause, reason, motivation, motive, 
grounds ©(archaic) Abraham and his seed des 
cendants, heirs, successors, scions, offspring, 
children, sons and daughters, progeny, family. 
Law issue, derogatory spawn, archaic fruit of 
someone’s loins 
-related terms seminal 
■ go/run to saad deteriorate, degenerate, de- 
cline, decay, fall into decay, go to rack and 
ruin, go downhill, moulder, rot, informal go to 
pot, go to the dogs, go down the toilet 
Seedy ► adjective © the seedy world of prostitution 
sordid, disreputable, seamy, sleazy, squalid, 
unwholesome, unsavoury ©a seedy block of 
flats dilapidated, tumbledown, ramshackle, 
falling to pieces, decrepit, gone to rack and 
ruin, run down, down at heel, shabby, dingy, 
slummy, insalubrious, squalid, informal crummy, 
Bnt informal grotty 
-opposites high-class 

seek ► verb © they sought shelter from the winter 
snows search for. try to find, look for, be on 
the lookout for, be after, hunt for, be in quest 
of © the company is seeking a judicial review of the 
decision try to obtain, work towards, be intent 
on, aim at/for ©he sought help from the police 
ask for, request, solicit, call for, entreat, beg 
for, petition for, appeal for, apply for, put in 
for ©we constantly seek to improve the service 
try, attempt, endeavour, strive, work, do one’s 
best, formal essay 

seem ►verb appear (to be), have the 
appearance/air of being, give the impression of 
being, look, look as though one is. look like, 
show signs of. look to be, come across as. 
strike someone as, sound 
seeming ► adjective apparent, ostensible, sup- 
posed. outward, surface, superficial, pretended, 
feigned 

-opposites actual, genuine 
seemingly ►adverb apparently, on the face 
of it, to all appearances, as far as one can see/ 
tell, on the surface, to all intents and purposes, 
outwardly, superficially, supposedly 
seemly ► adjective decorous, proper, decent, 
becoming, fitting, suitable, appropriate, apt, 
apposite, meet, in good taste, genteel, polite, 
the done thing, nght, correct, acceptable, 
comme il faut 

-opposites unseemly, unbecoming 
seep ►verb ooze, tnckle, exude, dnp, dnbble, 
flow, issue, escape, leak, drain, bleed, filter, 
percolate, soak 

seer ►noun soothsayer, oracle, prophet(ess), 
augur, prognosticator, diviner, fortune teller, 
crystal-gazer, clairvoyant, psychic, Scottish spae- 
wife; poetic /literary sibyl 

see-saw ►verb fluctuate, swing, go up and 
down, nse and fall, oscillate, alternate, yo-yo. 
vary. 

seethe ►verb O the brew seethed: boil, bubble, 
simmer, foam, froth, fizz, effervesce. Qthe 
water seethed with fish : teem, swarm, boil, swirl, 
chum, surge. ©I seethed at the injustice of it all: 
be angry, be furious, be enraged, be incensed, 
be beside oneself, boil, simmer, rage, rant. 
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rave, storm, fume, smoulder, informal be livid, 
be wild, foam at the mouth, be steamed up, be 
hot under the collar, Bnt informal do one’s nut, 
throw a wobbly 

see-through ► adjective transparent, translu- 
cent, clear, limpid, pellucid; thin, lightweight, 
flimsy, sheer, diaphanous, filmy, gossamer, 
chiffony, gauzy 
-opposites opaque 

Segment ► noun Q orange segments piece, bit, 
section, part, chunk, portion, division, slice, 
fragment, wedge, lump, tranche Qall segments 
of society part, section, sector, division, por- 
tion, constituent, element, unit, compartment, 
branch, wing 

► verb they plan to segment their market share divide 
(up), subdivide, separate, split, cut up, carve 
up, slice up, break up; segregate, divorce, parti- 
tion, section 
-opposites amalgamate 

segregate ► verb separate, set apart, keep 
apart, isolate, quarantine, closet, partition, div- 
ide, detach, disconnect, sever, dissociate 
-opposites amalgamate 

Seize ►verb ©she seized the microphone grab, 
grasp, snatch, take hold of. get one’s hands on. 
gnp, clutch, Bnt informal nab © rebels seized the 
air base capture, take, overrun, occupy, con- 
quer. take over ©the drugs were seized by cus- 
toms confiscate, impound, commandeer, re- 
quisition, appropriate, expropriate, take away, 
Law distrain, Scottish Law poind © terrorists seized 
his wife kidnap, abduct, take captive, take pris- 
oner, take hostage, hold to ransom, informal 
snatch 

-opposites relinquish, release 
■ seize on they seized on the opportunity takf 
advantage of. exploit, grasp with both hands, 
leap at, lump at. pounce on 

Seizure ►noun Q Napoleon’s seizure of Spain 
capture, takeover, annexation, invasion, occu- 
pation. colonization. Qthe seizure of defaulters’ 
property confiscation, appropriation, expropri- 
ation. sequestration. Law distraint, Scottish Law 
poind © the seizure of UN staff by rebels kidnap 
ping, kidnap, abduction ©the baby suffered a 
seizure" convulsion, fit, spasm, paroxysm. Medi- 
cine ictus; dated apoplexy. 

seldom ►adverb rarely, infrequently, hardly 
(ever), scarcely (ever), almost never, now and 
then, occasionally, sporadically, informal once in 
a blue moon 
-opposites often. 

Select ►verb select the correct tool for the job 
choose, pick (out), single out, sort out, take, 
opt for. decide on, settle on, determine, nomin- 
ate, appoint, elect. 

► adjective Qa select group ofSAS members choice, 
hand-picked, prune, first-rate, first-class, super- 
ior, finest, best, top-class, supreme, superb, ex- 
cellent; informal Al, top-notch, ©a select clientele 
exclusive, elite, favoured, privileged; wealthy, 
informal posh 
-opposites inferior 

selection ►noun QJtm made his selection of 
toys • choice, pick; option, preference, ©a wide 
selection of dishes range, array, diversity, var- 
iety, assortment, mixture, ©a selection of his 
poems : anthology, assortment, collection, as- 
semblage; miscellany, medley, pot-pourri. 


selective ►adjective discerning, discriminat- 
ing, discriminatory, critical, exacting, demand- 
ing. particular, fussy, fastidious, faddish, informal 
choosy, pernickety, picky, Bnt informal faddy 
self ► noun ego, 1. oneself, persona, person, 
identity, character, personality, psyche, soul, 
spirit, mind, inner self 
-opposites other 

self-assembly ►noun Jdts for self assembly 
do-it-yourself, DIY 

► adjective self assembly furniture flat-pack, kit. 

self-build, do-it-yourself, DIY 
self-assurance ► noun self-confidence. 
confidence, assertiveness, self-reliance, self- 
possession, composure, presence of mind, 
aplomb 

-opposites diffidence 

self-assured ►adjective self-confident, con- 
fident. assertive, assured, authoritative, com- 
manding, self-reliant, self-possessed, poised 
self-centred ►adjective egocentric, egotistic, 
egotistical, egomamacal. self-absorbed, self- 
obsessed, self-seeking, self-interested, self- 
serving, narcissistic, vain, inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, informal looking after number one 
self-confidence ► noun morale, confidence, 
self-assurance, assurance, assertiveness, self- 
reliance, self-possession, composure 
self-conscious ► adjective embarrassed, un- 
comfortable. uneasy, nervous, unnatural, in- 
hibited, gauche, awkward, modest, shy, diffi- 
dent, bashful, retiring, shnnking 
-opposites confident 

Self-contained ►adjective ©each train was a 
self-contained unit complete, independent, sep- 
arate, free-standing, enclosed Qa very self- 
contained child independent, self-sufficient, self- 
reliant, introverted, quiet, pnvate, aloof, insu- 
lar, reserved, reticent, secretive 
self-control ► noun self-discipline, restraint, 
self-possession, will power, composure, cool- 
ness, moderation, temperance, abstemiousness, 
informal cool 

self-denial ► noun self-sacrifice, selflessness, 
unselfishness, self-discipline, asceticism, self- 
depnvation, abstemiousness, abstinence, ab- 
stention, moderation, temperance 
-opposites self-indulgence 
self-dlscipllne ► noun self-control, re- 
straint, self-restraint, will power, purposeful- 
ness, strong-mindedness, resolve, moral fibre, 
doggedness, persistence, determination, gnt 
self-employed ►adjective freelance, work- 
ing for oneself, independent, casual, consult- 
ant, consulting, temporary, jobbing, visiting, 
outside, external, extramural, peripatetic, infor- 
mal one’s own boss. 

self-esteem ►noun self-respect, pnde. dig- 
nity, self-regard, faith in oneself, morale, self- 
confidence, confidence, self-assurance, 
self-evident ►adjective obvious, clear, plain, 
evident, apparent, manifest, patent, distinct, 
transparent, overt, conspicuous, palpable, un- 
mistakable. undeniable 
-opposites unclear 

self-explanatory ►adjective easily under 
stood, comprehensible, intelligible, straight- 
forward, unambiguous, accessible, cxystal clear, 
user-friendly, simple, self-evident, obvious 
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-opposites impenetrable 
self-governing ► noun independent, sover- 
eign, autonomous, free; self-legislating, self- 
determining 
-opposites dependent 

Self-Important ►adjective conceited, arTO' 
gant, bumptious, full of oneself, puffed up, 
swollen-headed, pompous, overbearing, opin- 
lonated, cocky, presumptuous, sententious, 
vain, overweening, proud, egotistical, informal 
snooty, uppity, uppish 
-opposites humble 

self-indulgent ► adjective hedonistic, 
pleasure-seeking, sybaritic, indulgent, luxuri- 
ous, lotus-eating, epicurean, intemperate, im- 
moderate. ovenndulgent, excessive, extrava- 
gant, licentious, dissolute, decadent 
-opposites abstemious 

self-interest ► noun self-seeking, self- 
serving, self-obsession, self-absorption, self- 
regard, egocentrism, egotism, egomania, selfi- 
shness, informal looking after number one 
-opposites altruism 

self-interested ► adjective self-seeking, 
self-serving, self-obsessed, self-absorbed, 
wrapped up in oneself, egocentric, egotistic, 
egotistical, egomamacal, selfish 
selfish ►adjective egocentric, egotistic, egotis- 
tical, egomamacal. self-centred, self-absorbed, 
self-obsessed, self-seeking, self-serving, 
wrapped up m oneself, inconsiderate, thought- 
less. unthinking, uncaring, unchantable, mean, 
miserly, grasping, greedy, mercenary, acquisi- 
tive, opportunistic, informal looking after num- 
ber one 

-opposites altruistic 

selfless ►adjective unselfish, altruistic, self- 
sacnficing. self-denying, considerate, compas- 
sionate, kind, noble, generous, magnanimous, 
ungrudging, charitable, benevolent, open- 
handed 

-opposites inconsiderate, 
self-possessed ► adjective assured, self- 
assured, calm, cool, composed, at ease, unper- 
turbed. unruffled, confident, self-confident, 
poised, imperturbable, informal together, un- 
fazed, unflappable 
-opposites unsure 

self-possession ►noun composure, assur- 
ance, self-assurance, self-control, imperturbabil- 
ity. impassivity, equanimity, nonchalance, con- 
fidence, selfconfidence, poise, aplomb, pres- 
ence of mind, nerve, sangfroid, informal cool, 
self-reliant ►adjective self-sufficient, self- 
supporting, self-sustaining, able to stand on 
one’s own two feet, independent, autarkic 
self-respect ►noun self-esteem, self-regard, 
amour propre, faith in oneself, pride, dignity, 
morale, selfconfidence 

self-restraint ► noun self-control, re- 
straint, self-discipline, self-possession, will 
power, moderation, temperance, abstemious- 
ness. abstention. 

-opposites self-indulgence, 
self-righteous ► adjective sanctimonious. 
holier-than-thou, self-satisfied, smug, pnggish, 
complacent, pious, moralizing, superior, hypo- 
critical; informal goody-goody 
-opposites humble 


self-sacrifice ► noun self-denial, selfless- 
ness, unselfishness, self-discipline, asceticism, 
abnegation, selfdepnvauon, moderation, aus- 
terity, temperance, abstinence, abstention 

self-satisfied ► adjoctlve complacent, self- 
congratulatory, smug, superior, puffed up, 
pleased with oneself, informal goody-goody. I’m- 
all-nght-Jack, Brit informal like the cat that’s got 
the cream 

self-seeking ► adjective self-interested, 
self-serving, selfish, egocentric, egotistic, egotis- 
tical, self-obsessed, self-absorbed, inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, unthinking, informal looking after 
number one 
-opposites altruistic 

Self-Styled ► adjective would-be, so-called, 
self-appointed, self-titled, professed, self-con- 
fessed. soidisant 

self-sufficient ►adjective self-supporting, 
self-reliant, self-sustaining, able to stand on 
one’s own two feet, independent, autarkic 

self-willed ►adjective wilful, contrary, per- 
verse. uncooperative, wayward, headstrong, 
stubborn, obstinate, obdurate, pig-headed, mul- 
ish, intransigent, recalcitrant, intractable, Bnt 
informal bloody-minded; formal refractory 
-opposites biddable 

sell ► verb O they are selling thetr house put up 
for sale, offer for sale, put on sale, dispose of, 
vend, auction (off), trade, barter ©he sells 
cakes trade in, deal m, traffic in, stock, cany, 
offer for sale, peddle, hawk, retail, market 
e the book should sell well go, be bought, be pur- 
chased, move, be in demand Qit sells for 
£79 95 cost, be pnced at, retail at. go for, be 
Qhe still has to sell the deal to Congress promote, 
persuade someone to accept, talk someone 
into, bnng someone round to, win someone 
over to, win approval for 
-opposites buy. 

■ sell someone down the river ( informal ) See 

DOUBLE-CROSS 

■ sell out O we've sold out of petrol have none 
left, be out of stock, have run out, informal be 
fresh out, be cleaned out ©the edition sold out 
quickly be bought up, be depleted, be exhaust- 
ed Qthey say the band has sold out’ abandon 
one s principles, prostitute oneself, sell one’s 
soul, betray one’s ideals, be untrue to oneself; 
debase oneself, degrade oneself, demean one- 
self 

■ sell someone out betray, inform on, be 
disloyal to, be unfaithful to, double-cross, 
break faith with, stab in the back, informal tell 
on, sell down the river, blow the whistle on, 
squeal on, stitch up, peach on, do the dirty on. 
Bnt infonnal grass on, shop, N Amer informal finger 

■ sell someone short undervalue, underrate, 
underestimate, disparage, deprecate, belittle, 
formal derogate. 

seller ►noun vendor, retailer, purveyor, sup- 
plier, stockist, trader, merchant, dealer; shop- 
keeper. salesperson, salesman, saleswoman, 
sales assistant, shop assistant, travelling sales- 
person, pedlar, hawker, auctioneer, N. Amer 
clerk; informal counter-jumper. 

semblance ► noun (outward) appearance. 
air, show, facade, front, veneer, guise, pre- 
tence. 
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seminal ► adjective influential, formative, 
ground-breakmg. pioneenng, onginal, innova- 
tive; major, important 

seminar ► noun o a seminar for education off' 
cials. conference, symposium, meeting, con- 
vention, forum, summit, discussion, consult- 
ation 0 teaching in the form of seminars study 
group, workshop, tutorial, class, lesson 
seminary ► noun theological college, rab- 
binical college. Talmudical college, academy, 
training college, training institute, school 
send ► verb Qthey sent a message to HQ dis 
patch, post, mail, address, consign, direct, for- 
ward, transmit, convey, communicate, tele- 
phone, phone, broadcast, radio, fax, e-mail, 
dated telegraph, wire, cable Qwe sent for a doc- 
tor call, summon, contact, ask for. request, 
order © the pump sent out a jet of petrol propel, 
project, eject, deliver, discharge, spout, fire, 
shoot, release; throw, let fly, informal chuck 
O the barrels send off nasty fumes emit, give off, 
discharge, exude, send out, release, leak ©it's 
enough to send one mad make, drive, turn ©(//?- 
formal) it’s the music that sends us excite, stimu- 
late, move, rouse, stir, thnll, electrify, intoxi- 
cate, enrapture, enthral, gnp. charm, delight, 
informal blow away, give someone a kick 
-opposites receive 

■ send someone down Q(Bnt) she was sent 
down from Cambridge expel, exclude, Brit rusti- 
cate 0 (informal) he was sent down for life send to 
prison, imprison, jail, incarcerate, lock up, 
confine, detain, intern, informal put away, Bnt in- 
formal bang up 

■ send someone off (Sport) order off, dis- 
miss. show someone the red card, informal red- 
card, send for an early bath, sin-bin 

■ send someone/something up ( informal) sat 
irize, ridicule, make fun of, parody, lampoon, 
mock, caricature, imitate, ape, informal take off. 
spoof, take the mickey out of 

send-off ► noun farewell, goodbye, adieu, 
leave-taking, valediction, funeral, archaic vale 
-opposites welcome 

Send-up ► noun ( informal) satire, burlesque, 
lampoon, pastiche, caricature, imitation, im- 
pression, impersonation, mockery, mimicry, 
travesty; informal spoof, take-off, mickey-take 
senile ► adjective doddering, doddeiy, decrepit, 
senescent, declining, infirm, feeble, aged, long 
in the tooth, in one’s dotage, mentally con- 
fused, having Alzheimer’s (disease), having se- 
nile dementia, informal past it, gaga 
Senior ► adjective O senior school pupils older, 
elder 0 a senior officer superior, higher- 
ranking, high-ranking, more important; top, 
chief, N Amer ranking ©Albert Stone Senior the 
Elder; Bnt major, N Amer I, the First 
-opposites junior, subordinate 
Senior citizen ► noun retired person, (old- 
age) pensioner, OAP, old person, elderly per- 
son, genatnc. dotard, Methuselah; N Amer. se- 
nior. retiree, golden ager; informal old stager, 
old-timer, oldie, oldster, wrinkly, crumbly; Bnt 
informal buffer, josser. 

seniority ► noun rank, superiority, standing, 
primacy, precedence, priority; age 
sensation ►noun ©a sensation of light: feel- 
ing, sense, awareness, consciousness, percep- 
tion, impression. ©I caused a sensation by donat- 


ing Elm. commotion, stir, uproar, furore, scan- 
dal, impact; interest, excitement, informal splash, 
to-do, hullabaloo ©the new cars were a sensa- 
tion triumph, success, sell-out. talking pomt, in- 
formal smash (hit), hit, winner, crowd-puller, 
wow, knockout 

sensational ►adjective ©a sensational murder 
trial shocking, scandalous, appalling, amazing, 
startling, astonishing, staggering, stimng, ex- 
citing, thrilling, electrifying, fascinating, inter- 
esting, noteworthy, significant, remarkable, 
momentous, histone, newsworthy 0 sensational 
stones, over-dramatized, dramatic, melodramat- 
ic, exaggerated, sensationalist, sensationahstic, 
graphic, explicit, lund, informal shock-horror, 
juicy © (informal) she looked sensational gor 
geous, stunning, wonderful, exquisite, lovely, 
radiant, delightful, charming, enchanting, cap- 
tivating, staking, spectacular, remarkable, out- 
standing, arresting, eye-catching, marvellous, 
superb, excellent, fine, first-class, informal great, 
temfic, tremendous, super, fantastic, fabulous, 
fab, heavenly, divine, knockout, delectable, 
scrumptious, awesome, magic, wicked, out of 
this world, Bnt informal smashing, bnlliant, ball 
-opposites dull, understated, unremarkable 

sense ► noun O the sense of touch sensory fac 
ulty, feeling, sensation, perception, sight, hear- 
ing, touch, taste, smell 0 a sense of guilt feel 
ing, awareness, sensation, consciousness, recog- 
nition ©a sense of humour appreciation, 
awareness, understanding, comprehension, dis- 
cernment ©she had the sense to press the panic 
button ■ wisdom, common sense, sagacity, dis- 
cernment, perception, wit, intelligence, clever- 
ness. shrewdness, judgement, reason, logic, 
brain(s), informal gumption, nous, horse sense, 
savvy, Bnt informal loaf, common, N Amer informal 
smarts Qi can't see the sense in this purpose, 
point, reason, object, motive, use, value, advan- 
tage, benefit ©the different senses of 'well' mean 
ing, definition, import, signification, signifi- 
cance. purport, implication, nuance, dnft. gist, 
thrust, tenor, message 
-opposites stupidity 

► verb she sensed their hostility discern, feel, ob- 
serve, notice, recognize, pick up, be aware of, 
distinguish, make out, identify, comprehend, 
apprehend, see, appreciate, realize, suspect, 
have a funny feeling about, have a hunch, div- 
ine, intuit, informal catch on to, Bnt informal twig 

senseless ►adjective Qthey found him senseless 
on the floor unconscious, stunned, insensible, 
insensate, compose, knocked out, out cold, out 
for the count, numb, informal KO’d, dead to the 
world, Bnt informal spark out 0 a senseless waste 
pointless, futile, useless, needless, unavailing, 
in vam, purposeless, meaningless, unprofitable, 
absurd, foolish, insane, stupid, idiotic, ndicu- 
lous, ludicrous, mindless, illogical 
-opposites conscious, wise 

sensibility ► noun © study leads to the growth 
of sensMity sensitivity, finer feelings, delicacy, 
taste, discrimination, discernment; understand- 
ing, insight, empathy, appreciation; feeling, in- 
tuition, responsiveness, receptiveness, percep- 
tiveness, awareness Qthe wording might offend 
their sensibilities: (finer) feelings, emotions, sen- 
sitivities, moral sense 

sensible ► adjective practical, realistic, re- 
sponsible. reasonable, commonsensical. ration- 
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al, logical, sound, balanced, sober, no- 
nonsense. pragmatic, level-headed, thoughtful, 
down-to-earth, wise, prudent, judicious, saga- 
cious, shrewd 
-opposites foolish 

sensitive ► adjective O she's sensitive to changes 
in temperature responsive to, reactive to, sen- 
tient of, sensitized to; aware of, conscious of, 
alive to, susceptible to, affected by, vulnerable 
to, attuned to 0 sensitive skm delicate, fragile, 
tender, sore, raw 0the matter needs sensitive 
handling tactful, careful, thoughtful, diplo- 
matic, delicate, subtle, kid-glove, sympathetic, 
compassionate, understanding, intuitive, re- 
sponsive, insightful Qhe's sensitive about his 
bald patch touchy, oversensitive, hypersensi- 
tive. easily offended, easily upset, easily hurt, 
thin-skinned, defensive, paranoid, neurotic, in - 
formal twitchy, uptight 0 a sensitive issue- diffi 
cult, delicate, tncky, awkward, problematic, 
ticklish, precarious, controversial, emotive, in- 
formal sticky. 

-opposites impervious, resilient, clumsy, 
thick-skinned, uncontroversial 

sensitivity ► noun O the sensitivity of the skin 
responsiveness, sensitiveness, reactivity, sus- 
ceptibility. vulnerability. 0 the job calls for sensi- 
tivity consideration, care, thoughtfulness, tact, 
diplomacy, delicacy, subtlety, finer feelings, 
understanding, empathy, sensibility, feeling, 
intuition, responsiveness, receptiveness, per- 
ception, discernment, insight, savoir faire 
©her sensitivity on the subject of boyfriends 
touchiness, oversensitivity, hypersensitivity, 
defensiveness O the sensitivity of the issue deli 
cacy, trickiness, awkwardness, ticklishness 
sensual ► adjective Q sensual pleasure physical, 
carnal, bodily, fleshly, animal, hedonistic, epi- 
curean. sybaritic, voluptuary 0 a beautiful, sens- 
ual woman sexually attractive, sexy, voluptu- 
ous. sultry, seductive, passionate, sexually 
arousing, erotic, sexual 
-opposites spiritual, passionless 
sensualist ► noun hedonist, pleasure-seeker, 
sybarite, voluptuary, epicure, gastronome, bon 
vivant, bon viveur 

sensuality ► noun sexiness, sexual attractive- 
ness, sultriness, seductiveness, sexuality, eroti- 
cism, physicality, carnality 
SenSUOUS ► adjective Qbig sensuous canvases 
aesthetically pleasing, gratifying, rich, sump- 
tuous, luxurious, sensory, sensonal. ©sensuous 
lips sexually attractive, sexy, seductive, vo- 
luptuous, luscious, lush 

sentence ► noun prison term, prison sen- 
tence, punishment, informal time, stretch, stint, 
Bnt informal porridge, bird. 

► verb they were sentenced to death pass judgement 
on. punish, convict, condemn, doom, 
sententious ► adjective moralistic, moraliz- 
ing, sanctimonious, self-nghteous, pietistic, 
pious, priggish, judgemental, pompous, pon- 
tifical. self-important; informal preachifying, 
preachy; Bnt informal pi 

sentient * adjective (capable of) feeling, liv- 
ing, live: conscious, aware, responsive, reactive 
sentiment ► noun Q the comments echo my own 
sentiments view, feeling, attitude, thought, opin- 
ion, belief. @ there's no room for sentiment in 
sport : sentimentality, sentimentalism, mawk- 


ishness, emotionalism, emotion, sensibility, 
soft-heartedness, tender-heartedness; informal 
schmaltz, mush, slushiness, commess, cheese, 
Bnt informal soppiness; N Amer informal sappiness. 

sentimental ► adjective Qshe kept the vase for 
sentimental reasons nostalgic, tender, emotion- 
al, affectionate © the film is too sentimental 
mawkish, overemotional. cloying, slushy, 
mushy, sickly, saccharine, sugary, romantic, 
hearts-and-flowers, touching, Bnt twee, informal 
weepy, tear-jerking, schmaltzy, lovey-dovey, 
gooey, chippy, cheesy, corny, Bnt informal soppy, 
N Amer informal comball, sappy, hokey ©she ts 
sentimental about animals soft-hearted, tender- 
hearted, soft, informal soppy 
-opposites practical, gritty. 

sentry ► noun guard, sentinel, lookout, watch, 
watchman, patrol 

separable ► adjective divisible, distinct, inde- 
pendent. distinguishable, detachable, remov- 
able 

separate ►adjective personal life was sep- 
arate from his job unconnected, unrelated, dif- 
ferent. distinct, discrete, detached, divorced, 
disconnected, independent, autonomous Qthe 
infirmary was separate from the school, set apart, 
detached, disjoined, fenced off, cut off, segre- 
gated, isolated, freestanding, self-contained 
-opposites linked, attached 
► verb O they separated two rioting mobs split (up). 
break up, part, pull apart, divide, poetic/ literary 
sunder 0 the connectors can be separated discon 
nect, detach, disengage, uncouple, unyoke, dis- 
unite, disjoin, split, divide, sever, disentangle 
©the wall that separated the two estates parti 
tion, divide, come between, keep apart, bisect, 
intersect Q the south aisle was separated off isol 
ate, partition off, section off, close off, shut 
off, cordon off. fence off, screen off © they sep- 
arated at the airport part (company), go their 
separate ways, split up, say goodbye; disperse, 
disband, scatter 0 the road separated fork, div- 
ide, branch, bifurcate, diverge ©her parents 
separaied split up, break up, part, be es- 
tranged, divorce © separate fact from fiction 
isolate, set apart, segregate, distinguish, differ- 
entiate, dissociate, sort out, sift out, filter out. 
remove, weed out. 0 those who separate them- 
selves from society, break away from, break with, 
secede from, withdraw from, leave, quit, disso- 
ciate oneself from, resign from, drop out of, re- 
pudiate, reject 

-oppusites unite, join, link, meet, merge, 
marry 

separately ► adverb individually, one by one. 
one at a time, singly, severally; apart, inde- 
pendently, alone, by oneself, on one’s own 

separation ► noun Q the separation of the two 
companies: disconnection, detachment, sever- 
ance, dissociation, disunion, disaffiliation, seg- 
regation, partition, ©her parent's separation ■ 
break-up, split, parting (of the ways), estrange- 
ment, rift, rupture, breach; divorce; Brit Informal 
bust-up © the separation between art and life: dis- 
tinction. difference, differentiation, division, 
dividing line; gulf, gap, chasm. 

septic ► adjective infected, festering, suppurat- 
ing, pus-filled, putrid, putrefying, poisoned, dis- 
eased; Medicine purulent. 
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sepulchral * adjective gloomy, lugubrious, 
sombre, melancholy, melancholic, sad, sorrow- 
ful. mournful, doleful, dismal, poetic [literary dol- 
orous 

-opposites cheerful 

sepulchre ► noun TOMB, vault, bunal cham- 
ber, mausoleum, crypt, undercroft, catacomb, 
grave 

Sequel ► noun Qthe film inspired u sequel 
follow-up, continuation ©t he sequel was an 
armed uprising consequence, result, upshot, 
outcome, development, issue, postscript, effect, 
after-effect, aftermath, informal pay-off 

Sequence ► noun Qthe sequence of events sue 
cession, order, course, senes, chain, train, 
stnng. progression, chronology, pattern, flow. 
formal concatenation Qa sequence from his film 
excerpt, clip, extract, episode, section 

Sequester ►verb Q he sequestered himself from 
the world isolate oneself, hide away, shut one- 
self away, seclude oneself, cut oneself off, seg- 
regate oneself; closet oneself, withdraw, retire 
Qthe government sequestered his property See se 
QUESTRATE 

sequestrate ► verb confiscate, seize, take, 
sequester, appropnate, expropnate. impound, 
commandeer. Law distrain, Scottish Law poind 

seraphic ► adjective blissful, beatific, sub- 
lime. rapturous, ecstatic, joyful, rapt, serene, 
ethereal, cherubic, saintly, angelic 

serendipitous ► adjective chance, accidental, 
coincidental; lucky, fluky, fortuitous, unexpect- 
ed, unforeseen 

serendipity ►noun (happy) chance, (happy) 
accident, fluke, luck, good luck, good fortune, 
fortuity, providence, happy coincidence 

serene ► adjective O on the surface she seemed se - 
rene calm, composed, tranquil, peaceful, un- 
troubled. relaxed, at ease, unperturbed, unruf- 
fled, unwomed, placid, equable, N Amer cen- 
tered, informal together, unflappable © serene 
valleys peaceful, tranquil, quiet, still, restful, 
relaxing, undisturbed 
-opposites agitated, turbulent 

series ►noun Qa senes of lectures succession, 
sequence, stnng, chain, run, round, spate, 
wave, rash, set, course, cycle, row, line, formal 
concatenation ©a new drama series serial, 
programme, soap opera, informal soap 

serious ►adjective Qa serious expression sol 
emn, earnest, grave, sombre, sober, unsmiling, 
poker-faced, stem, gnm, dour, humourless, 
stony-faced, thoughtfiil, preoccupied, pensive 
© serious decisions important, significant, conse- 
quential, momentous, weighty, far-reaching, 
major, grave, urgent, pressing, crucial, cntical, 
vital, lifeand-death, high-pnonty Ogive serious 
consideration to this careful, detailed, m-depth, 
deep, profound, meaningful ©a serious play in 
tellectual, highbrow, heavyweight, deep, pro- 
found. literary, learned, scholarly, informal 
heavy ©serious injuries' severe, grave, bad. 
critical, acute, temble. dire, dangerous, peril- 
ous, parlous, formal gnevous ©we're serious 
about equality: in earnest, earnest, sincere, 
wholehearted, genuine; committed, resolute, 
determined. 

-opposites light-hearted, trivial, superficial, 
lowbrow, minor, half-hearted. 


seriously ►adverb QFaye nodded senously * sol- 
emnly. earnestly, gravely, soberly, sombrely, 
sternly, gnmiy, dourly, humourlessly, pensive- 
ly. thoughtfully ©she was seriously injured, se 
verely, gravely, badly, critically, acutely, dan- 
gerously; formal grievously ©do you seriously ex- 
pect me to come 7 really, actually, honestly 
© senously. I’m very pleased joking aside, to be 
serious, honestly, truthfully, truly, I mean it, in- 
formal Scout’s honour, Bnt informal straight up, 
dated honest Injun © ( informal) 'I’ve resigned ’ ‘Ser- 
iously 7, really, is that so, is that a fact, you’re 
joking, well I never, go on. you don’t say. infor- 
mal you’re kidding, Bnt mfomnal (well. I’ll be 
bio wed} Q{mfonnal) he was senously nch See ex 
tremely 

sermon ► noun o he preached a sermon homily, 
address, speech, talk, discourse, oration, lesson 
© the headmaster gave them a lengthy sermon lec 
ture, tirade, harangue, diatribe, speech, dis- 
quisition, monologue, reprimand, reproach, re- 
proof, admonishment, admonition, reproval, 
remonstration, criticism, informal telling-off, 
talking-to, dressing-down, earful, Bnt informal 
ticking-off, row, rocket, rollicking, formal casti- 
gation 

Serpentine ►adjective Qa serpentine path 
winding, windy, zigzag, twisty, twisting and 
turning, meandering, smuous, snaky, tortuous 
© serpentine election rules complicated, com- 
plex. intricate, involved, tortuous, convoluted, 
elaborate, knotty, confusing, bewildering, baf- 
fling. impenetrable 
-opposites straight, simple 

serrated ►adjective jagged, sawtoothed, saw- 
tooth, zigzag, notched, indented, toothed, den- 
ticulate, denticulated, Botany serrate, technical 
crenulated 
-opposites smooth 

serried ►adjective close together, packed to- 
gether, close-set, dense, tight, compact 

Servant ►noun ©servants were cleaning the hall 
attendant, retainer; domestic (worker), (hired) 
help, cleaner, lackey, flunkey, minion, maid, 
housemaid, footman, page (boy), valet, butler, 
batman, manservant, housekeeper, steward; 
drudge, menial, slave, Bnt informal Mrs Mop, 
daily (woman), skivvy, scout, Bnt dated char- 
woman, charlady, boots, archaic abigail, scullion 
© a servant of the Labour Party helper, support- 
er, follower 

serve ► verb © they served their masters faithfully 
work for, he in the service of, be employed 
by, obey © this job serves the community ■ be of 
service to. be of use to, help, assist, aid, make 
a contribution to, do one’s bit for, do some- 
thing for, benefit ©she served on the committee 
for years ■ be a member of, work on, be on. sit 
on, have a place on ©he served his apprentice- 
ship in Scotland carry out, perform, do. fulfil, 
complete, discharge, spend ©serve the soup hot 
dish up/out, give out, distribute; present, pro- 
vide, supply, eat ©she served another customer 
attend to, deal with, see to; assist, help, look 
after. © they served him with a wnt. present, de- 
liver, give, hand over, ©a saucer serving as an 
ashtray : act as, function as, do the work of, be 
a substitute for © official forms will serve in most 
cases: suffice, be adequate, be good enough, 
fit/fill the bill, do, answer, be useful, meet re- 
quirements, suit. 
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Service ► noun Qyour conditions of service 
work, employment, employ, labour ©he has 
done us a service favour, kindness, good turn, 
helping hand, (services) assistance, help, aid, 
offices, ministrations 0 the food and service were 
excellent waiting, waitressing, serving, attend- 
ance O products which give reliable service use, 
usage, functioning 0he took his car m for a ser- 
vice overhaul, maintenance check, servicing 
0 a marriage service ceremony, ritual, rite, ob- 
servance. liturgy, sacrament, formal ordinance 
Qa range of local services amenity, facility, re- 
source, utility 0 soldiers leaving the services 
(armed) forces, armed services, military, 
army, navy, air force 

► verb the appliances are serviced regularly over 
haul, check, go over, maintain, repair, mend, 
recondition 

■ be of service help, assist, benefit, be of as- 
sistance, be beneficial, serve, be useful, be of 
use, be valuable, do someone a good turn 

■ out of service out of order, broken, 
broken-down, out of commission, unservice- 
able, faulty, defective, inoperative, in disrepair, 
down, informal conked out. bust, kaput, on the 
blink, acting up, shot, Bnt informal knackered 

Serviceable ►adjective Qa serviceable heating 
system in working order, working, functioning, 
functional. operational, operative, usable, 
workable, viable 0 serviceable lace-up shoes 
functional, utilitarian, sensible, practical, 
hard-wearing, durable, tough, robust 
-opposites unusable, impractical 

Servile ►adjective obsequious, sycophantic, 
deferential, subservient, fawning, ingratiating, 
unctuous, grovelling, toadyish, slavish, humble, 
self-abasing, informal slimy, bootlicking, smarmy, 
sucky, N Amer informal apple-polishing. 
-opposites assertive 

serving ►noun portion, helping, plateful, 
plate, bowlful, amount, quantity, ration 

Servitude ► noun slavery, enslavement, 
bondage, subjugation, subjection, domination, 
histoncal serfdom 
-opposites liberty 

session ► noun Q a special session of the commit- 
tee * meeting, sitting, assembly, conclave, plen- 
ary, hearing, conference, discussion, forum, 
symposium, Scottish sederunt, diet, N Amer & NZ 
caucus ©training sessions period, time, spell, 
stretch, bout © the next college session begins in 
August academic year, school year, term, se- 
mester, N Amer trimester 

set 1 ► verb QBeth set the bag on the table put 
(down), place, lay, deposit, position, settle, 
leave, stand, plant, posit, informal stick, dump, 
bung, park, plonk, pop, N Amer informal plunk 
©the cottage is set on a hill, be situated, be lo- 
cated, he, stand, be sited, be perched ©the 
fence is set in concrete fix, embed, insert, mount 
Qa ring set with precious stones adorn, orna- 
ment, decorate, embellish, poetic/ literary bejewel 
©HI go and set the table lay, prepare, arrange. 
0we set them some easy tasks assign, allocate, 
give, allot, prescribe. Qjust set your mind to it 
apply, address, direct, aim, turn, focus, concen- 
trate ©they set a date for the election ■ decide on, 
select, choose, arrange, schedule; fix (on), settle 
on, determine, designate, name, appoint, spe- 
cify. stipulate. Q he set his horse towards her * dir- 
ect, steer, orientate, point, aim, train, ©to* 


jump set a national record establish, create, in- 
stitute <D he set his watch adjust, regulate, 
synchronize, calibrate, put right, correct, pro- 
gramme, activate, turn on. the adhesive will 
set in an hour solidify, harden, stiffen, thicken, 
gel, gelatinize, cake, congeal, coagulate, clot, 
freeze, ciystallize ©the sun was setting go 
down, sink, dip, vanish, disappear 
-opposites melt, nse 

■ set about QMilee set about raising £5 000 
begin, start, commence, go about, get to work 
on, get down to, embark on, tackle, address 
oneself to. undertake ©the youths set about him 
attack, assail, assault, hit, strike, beat, thrash, 
pummel, wallop, tear into, set upon, fall on, in- 
formal lay into, lace into, pitch into, let someone 
have it. do over, work over, rough up. knock 
about/around, Bnt informal duff up, have a go at, 
N Amer informal beat up on 

■ set someone against someone else alien- 
ate from, estrange from, dnve a wedge be- 
tween. sow dissension, set at odds 

■ set someone apart distinguish, differenti- 
ate, mark out, single out, separate, demarcate 

■ set something apart isolate, separate, seg- 
regate. put to one side 

■ set something aside Qset aside some money 
each month save, put by. put aside, put away, 
lay by, keep, reserve, store, stockpile, hoard, 
stow away, cache, withhold, informal salt away, 
squirrel away, stash away © he set aside his cup 
put down, cast aside, discard, abandon, dis- 
pense with ©set aside your differences disre 
gard, put aside, ignore, forget, discount, shrug 
off, bury Q the Appeal Court set aside the decision 
overrule, overturn, reverse, revoke, counter- 
mand. nullify, annul, cancel, quash, dismiss, 
reject, repudiate. Law disaffirm, formal abrogate 

■ set someone back ( informal) See cost verb 
sense 1 

■ set someone/something back delay, hold 
up, hold back, slow down/up, retard, check, 
decelerate, hinder, impede, obstruct, hamper, 
inhibit, frustrate, thwart 

■ set something down Q he set down his 
thoughts write down, put in writing, jot down, 
note down, make a note of, record, register, 
log ©we set down a code of practice formulate, 
draw up, establish, frame, lay down, deter- 
mine. fix, stipulate, specify, prescribe, impose, 
ordain. ©I set it down to the fact that he was 
drunk attribute, put down, ascribe, assign, 
chalk up, blame on, impute 

■ set something forth present, describe, set 
out, detail, delmeate, explain, expound, state, 
declare, announce; submit, offer, put forward, 
advance, propose, propound 

■ set someone free release, free, let go. turn 
loose, let out, liberate, deliver, emancipate 

■ set In bad weather set in • begin, start, arrive, 
come, develop. 

■ set off set out, start out, sally forth, leave, 
depart, embark, set sail, informal hit the road. 

■ set something off ©the bomb was set off 
detonate, explode, blow up, touch off. trigger; 
ignite. © it set off a wave of protest: give rise to, 
cause, lead to, set in motion, occasion, bring 
about, initiate, precipitate, prompt, trigger 
(off), spark (off), touch off, provoke, mate 
© the blue dress set off her auburn hair, enhance, 
bring out, emphasize, show off. throw into re- 
lief; complement. 
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■ set on/upon attack, assail, assault, hit, 
strike, beat, thrash, pummel, wallop, set about, 
fall on, informal lay into, lace into, let someone 
have it, get stuck into, work over, rough up, 
knock about/around; Brit informal duff up, have a 
go at, N Amer informal beat up on, light into. 

■ set one’s heart on want desperately, wish 
for, desire, long for, yearn for, hanker after, 
ache for, hunger for, thirst for, bum for, informal 
be itching for, be dying for 

■ set out ©he set out early See set off 
© you've done what you set out to achieve aim, in- 
tend, mean, seek, hope, aspire, want 

■ set something out Q the gifts were set out on 
tables arrange, lay out, put out, array, dispose, 
display, exhibit Qthey set out some guidelines 
present, set forth, detail, state, declare, an- 
nounce, submit, put forward, advance, pro- 
pose, propound 

■ set someone up Q his father set him up in 
business establish, finance, fund, back, subsid- 
ize © ( informal ) she set him up for Newley's murder 
falsely incriminate, frame, entrap, Brit informal 
fit up 

■ set something up Oa monument to her mem- 
ory was set up erect, put up, construct, build, 
raise, elevate ©she set up her own business es 
tablish, start, begin, initiate, institute, found, 
create ©set up a meeting arrange, organize, 
fix (up), schedule, timetable, line up 

set 2 ► noun Qa set of colour postcards group, 
collection, series, assortment, selection, com 
pendium, batch, number, arrangement, array 
©the literary set- clique, coterie, circle, crowd, 
group, crew, band, company, nng, camp, fra- 
ternity, school, faction, league, informal gang, 
bunch ©a chemistry set kit. apparatus, equip- 
ment, outfit ©a set of cutlery canteen, box, 
case © a set of china service ©he’s m the bot- 
tom set at school class, form, group, stream, 
band ©the set of his shoulders posture, pos- 
ition, cast, attitude, bearing, carnage Qa stage 
set scenery, setting, backdrop, flats, nnse en 
scene 

set 3 * adjective Qu set routine fixed, established, 
predetermined, hard and fast, pre-arranged, 
prescribed, specified, defined, unvarying, un- 
changing. invariable, unvaried, rigid, inflexible, 
cast-iron, strict, settled, predictable, routine, 
standard, customary, regular, usual, habitual, 
accustomed, poetic/ literary wonted ©she had set 
ideas inflexible, ngid, fixed, firm, deep-rooted, 
deep-seated, ingrained, entrenched ©he had a 
set speech for such occasions ■ stock, standard, rou- 
tine, rehearsed, well worn, formulaic, conven- 
tional ©/ was all set for the evening ready, pre- 
pared, organized, equipped, primed, informal 
geared up, psyched up ©he's set on marrying 
her determined to. intent on, (hell) bent on, 
resolute about, insistent about, ©you were dead 
set against the idea opposed to, averse to, hos- 
tile to, resistant to. antipathetic to. unsympa- 
thetic to; informal anti 

-opposites variable, flexible, original, unpre- 
pared, uncertain 

setback ►noun problem, difficulty, hitch, 
complication, upset, disappointment, misfor- 
tune, mishap, reversal, blow, stumbling block, 
hindrance, impediment, obstruction; delay, 
hold-up; informal glitch, hiccup. 

-opposites breakthrough. 


settee ► noun sofa, couch, divan, chaise 
longue, chesterfield, Bnt put-you-up, N Amer 
davenport, day bed 

Setting ►noun ©a rural setting surroundings, 
position, situation, environment, background, 
backdrop, milieu, environs, habitat, spot, 
place, location, locale, site, scene; area, region, 
district ©a garnet tn a gold setting mount, fix- 
ture, surround 

settle ► verb © they settled the dispute resolve, 
sort out, solve, clear up, end, fix, work out, 
iron out, straighten out, set right, rectify, rem- 
edy, reconcile, informal patch up ©she settled 
their affairs put in order, sort out, tidy up, ar- 
range. organize, order, clear up ©they settled 
on a date for the wedding decide on, set. fix, 
agree on, name, establish, arrange, appoint, 
designate, assign, choose, select, pick ©she 
went down to the lobby to settle her bill pay, settle 
up, square, clear, defray ©they settled for a 4 2% 
pay rise accept, agree to, assent to, formal ac- 
cede to ©he settled in London, make ones home, 
set up home, take up residence, put down 
roots, establish oneself, live, move to, emigrate 
to © immigrants settled much ofAustralui colon 
ize, occupy, inhabit, people, populate © Cather- 
ine settled down to her work apply oneself to. 
get down to, set about, attack, concentrate on, 
focus on. devote oneself to ©the class wouldn't 
settle down calm down, quieten down be quiet, 
be still, informal shut up ©a brandy will settle 
your nerves calm, quieten, quiet, soothe, pacify, 
quell, sedate, tranquillize ®he settled into an 
armchair sit down, seat oneself, install oneself, 
ensconce oneself, plant oneself, informal park 
oneself, plonk oneself (©a butterfly settled on 
the flower land, come to rest, alight, descend, 
perch, archaic light (© sediment settles at the bot- 
tom sink, subside, fall, gravitate 
-opposites agitate, nse 

settlement ►noun Qa pay settlement agree 
ment, deal, arrangement, resolution, bargain, 
understanding, pact ©the settlement of the dis- 
pute resolution, settling, solution, reconcili- 
ation ©a frontier settlement community, colony, 
outpost, encampment, post, village, commune, 
histoncal plantation, ©t he settlement of the area 
colonization, settling, populating, histoncal plan- 
tation. e the settlement of their debts' payment, 
discharge, defrayal, liquidation, clearance 
settler ►noun colonist, colonizer, frontiers- 
man, frontiers woman, pioneer, immigrant, 
newcomer, incomer, N Amer histoncal home- 
steader 

-opposites native 

Set-Up ► noun © a telecommunications set-up sys 
tem, structure, organization, arrangement, 
framework, layout, configuration © (informal) a 
set-up called Rim International, organization, 
group, body, agency, association, operation, 
company, firm, informal outfit © (informal) the 
whole thing was a set-up trick, trap, conspiracy; 
informal put-up job, frame-up 
■even ► cardinal number septet, septuplets. tech- 
nical heptad 

-RELATED TERMS hepta-, Septl- 
■ever ►verb ©the head was severed from the 
body cut off, chop off, detach, disconnect, dis- 
sever, separate, part; amputate, dock; poetic/ 
literary sunder, ©a knife had severed the artery 
cut (through), rupture, split, pierce, ©they 
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severed diplomatic relations break off, discon- 
tinue, suspend, end. terminate, cease, dissolve 
-opposites join, maintain 

several ► adjoctivo Q several people some, a 
number of, a few, various, assorted, sundry, di- 
verse, poetic / literary divers ©they sorted out their 
several responsibilities, respective, individual, 
own. particular, specific, separate, different, 
disparate, distinct, vanous 

severe ► adjective o severe injuries' acute, very 
bad. senous, grave, critical, dreadful, temble, 
awful, dangerous, parlous, life-threatening, for - 
mal grievous © severe storms fierce, violent, 
strong, powerful, intense, tempestuous, turbu- 
lent ©a severe winter harsh, bitter, cold, 
bleak, freezing, icy, arctic, extreme ©a severe 
headache excruciating, agonizing, intense, 
dreadful, awful, temble. unbearable, intoler- 
able, informal splitting, pounding 0 a severe test 
of their stamina difficult, demanding, tough, 
arduous, formidable, exacting, rigorous, pun- 
ishing, onerous, gruelling Q severe criticism 
harsh, scathing, sharp, strong, fierce, savage, 
scorching, devastating, trenchant, caustic, bit- 
ing, withering © severe tax penalties extortion 
ate, excessive, unreasonable, inordinate, outra- 
geous. sky-high, harsh, stiff, punitive. Bnt 
swingeing Qthey received severe treatment 
harsh, stem, hard, inflexible, uncompromis- 
ing. unrelenting, merciless, pitiless, ruthless, 
draconian, oppressive, repressive, punitive, 
brutal, cruel, savage Qhis severe expression 
stern, dour, gnm, forbidding, disapproving, 
unsmiling, unfriendly, sombre, grave, senous, 
stony, steely, cold, frosty ©a severe style of 
architecture * plain, simple, austere, unadorned, 
unembellished, unomamented, stark, spartan, 
ascetic, clinical, uncluttered 
-opposites minor, gentle, mild, easy, lenient, 
friendly, ornate 

Severely ► adjective Qhe was severely injured 
badly, seriously, cntically, fatally, fonr,al gnev- 
ously ©she was severely criticized sharply, 
roundly, soundly, fiercely, savagely Q murder- 
ers should be treated more severely harshly, stnct- 
ly, sternly, ngorously, mercilessly, pitilessly, 
roughly, sharply, with a rod of iron, brutally, 
cruelly, savagely ©she looked severely at Harriet 
sternly, gnmly, dourly, disapprovingly, coldly, 
frostily ©she dressed severely in black plainly, 
simply, austerely, starkly 
sew ► verb she sewed the seams of the tunic stitch, 
tack, baste, seam, hem, embroider 
s sew something up © the tear was sewn up 
darn, mend, repair, patch © {informal) the com- 
pany sewed up a deal with IBM secure, clinch, 
pull off, bnng off, settle, conclude, complete, 
finalize, tie up, informal swing 

Sewing ►noun stitching, needlework, needle- 
craft, fancy-work See list 

Sex ►noun ©th«y talked about sex sexual inter- 
course. intercourse, lovemaking, making love, 
sex act, (sexual) relations, mating, copulation, 
informal nooky, Bnt informal bonking, rumpy 
pumpy, how’s your father, formal fornication, 
technical coitus, coition; dated carnal knowledge 
© teach your children about sex the facts of life, 
reproduction; informal the birds and the bees, 
©adults of both sexes: gender 
shave sax have sexual intercourse, make 
love, sleep with, go to bed, mate, copulate; 


Sewing Techniques and Studies 


appliqu* 
backstitch 
bar tack 
basting 
binding 
blackwork 
blanket stitch 
blind stitch 
bullion knot 
buttonhole stitch 
chain stitch 
chlkan 
couching 
crewel work 
crocheting 
cross stitch 
crow's foot 
cutwork 
darning 
dart 

drawn work 
embroidery 
facing 
faggoting 
feather stitch 
fine-drawing 
Florentine stitch 
French knot 
fulling 
gathering 
gros point 
hemstitch 
herringbone stitch 
ladder stitch 
lazy daisy stitch 
laid work 
lock stitch 


loop stitch 

mitring 

needlepoint 

overcasting 

overlocking 

oversewing 

overstitch 

patchwork 

petit point 

pleating 

purl 

quilting 

niching 

ruffling 

running stitch 

saddle stitch 

satin stitch 

scalloping 

shadow stitch 

shirring 

slip stitch 

smocking 

stay stitch 

stem stitch 

straight stitch 

Swiss darning 

tacking 

tapestry 

tent stitch 

topstitch 

treble 

tucking 

tufting 

whipstitch 

whitework 

wool work 


seduce, rape, informal do it, go all the way, know 
m the biblical sense, Bnt informal bonk, N Amer 
informal get it on, euphemistic be intimate, poetic / 
literary ravish, formal fornicate 

SOX appeal ►noun sexiness, seductiveness, 
sexual attractiveness, desirability, sensuality, 
sexuality, informal it, SA 

sexism ► noun sexual discrimination, chauvin- 
ism, prejudice, bias. 

sexless ► adjective asexual, non-sexual, neu- 
ter, androgynous, epicene. 

sexual ►adjective ©the sexual organs repro 
ductive, genital, sex, procreative Q sexual activ- 
ity carnal, erotic; formal venereal, technical coit- 
al © she’s so sexual See sexy sense 1 

sexual intercourse ►noun. See sex sense 
1 

sexuality ► noun Qshe had a powerful sexuality 
sensuality, sexiness, seductiveness, desirabil- 
ity, eroticism, physicality; sexual appetite, pas- 
sion, desire, lust. © I'm open about my sexuality 
sexual orientation, sexual preference, leaning, 
persuasion; heterosexuality, homosexuality, 
lesbianism, bisexuality. © sexuality within holy 
matrimony: sexual activity, sexual relations, 
sexual intercourse, sex. procreation. 

SOXy ► adjective ©she’s so sexy: sexually at- 
tractive, seductive, desirable, alluring, sensual, 
sultry, slinky, provocative, tempting, tantaliz- 
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ing, nubile, voluptuous, luscious, lush, informal 
fanciable, beddable, Brrt informal fit, N Amer mfor - 
mal foxy, cute. Austral informal spunky ©sexy vid- 
eos erotic, sexually explicit, arousing, exciting, 
stimulating, hot. titillating, racy, naughty, ris- 
que, adult, X-rated, rude, pornographic, crude, 
lewd, informal raunchy, steamy, porno, blue, 
skin ©they weren't feeling sexy (sexually) 
aroused, sexually excited, amorous, lustful, 
passionate, informal homy, hot. turned on, sexed 
up, Brrt informal randy © ( informal) a sexy sales pro- 
motion' exciting, stimulating, interesting, ap- 
pealing, intriguing 

Shabby ► adjective ©a shabby little bar run 
down, down at heel, scruffy, dilapidated, ram- 
shackle, tumbledown, seedy, slummy, insalu- 
brious, squalid, sordid, informal crummy, scuzzy, 
shambly, Bnt informal grotty, N Amer informal 
shacky ©a shabby grey coat scruffy, old, worn 
out, threadbare, ragged, ftayed, tattered, bat- 
tered, faded, moth-eaten, mangy, informal tatty, 
ratty, the worse for wear, N Amer informal rag- 
gedy ©her shabby treatment of Ben contempt 
ible, despicable, dishonourable, discreditable, 
mean, low. dirty, hateful, shameful, sorry, ig- 
noble. unfair, unworthy, unkind, shoddy, 
nasty, informal rotten, low-down, Bnt informal 
beastly 

-opposites smart, honourable 

Shack ► noun hut, shanty, cabin, lean-to, shed, 
hovel, Scottish bothy, shieling 
■ shack up with ( informal ) cohabit, live with, in- 
formal, dated live in sin 

shackle ►verb ©hr was shackled to the wall 
chain, fetter, manacle, secure, tie (up), bind, 
tether, hobble, put in chains, clap in irons, 
handcuff ©journalists were shackled by a new 
law restrain, restrict, limit, constrain, handi- 
cap. hamstring, hamper, hinder, impede, ob- 
struct, inhibit, check, curb 

shackles ►plural noun ©the men filed through 
their shackles chains, fetters, irons, leg-irons, 
manacles, handcuffs, bonds, informal cuffs, 
bracelets © the shackles of bureaucracy restric 
tions, restraints, constraints, impediments, 
hindrances, obstacles, barriers, obstructions, 
checks, curbs, poetic /literary trammels 

Shade ► noun Qthey sat in the shade shadow(s), 
shadiness, shelter, cover, cool © shades of blue 
colour, hue. tone, tint, tinge © shades of mean- 
ing: nuance, gradation, degree, difference, vari- 
ation, variety, nicety, subtlety, undertone, over- 
tone. ©her skirt was a shade too short a little, a 
bit, a trace, a touch, a modicum, a tinge, slight- 
ly, rather, somewhat, informal a tad, a smidgen 
©the window shade, blind, curtain, screen, 
cover, covering, awning, canopy Q (informal) he 
was wearing shades' sunglasses, dark glasses. 
Austral informal sunmes 
-opposites light 

► vtrb © vines shaded the garden, cast a shadow 
over, shadow, shelter, cover, screen: darken 
©she shaded in the picture darken, colour m. 
pencil in. block in, fill in, cross-hatch. © the sky 
shaded from turquoise to blue' change, transmute, 
turn, go; merge, blend. 

■ put someone/somothlng In the shade 

surpass, outshine, outclass, overshadow, 
eclipse, transcend, cap. top, outstrip, outdo, 
put to shame, beat, outperform, upstage, infor - 


shabby | shake 

mal run rings around, be a cut above, leave 
standing 

■ shades of echoes of, a reminder of. mem- 
ories of, suggestions of, hints of. 

Shadow ► noun ©he saw her shadow in the door- 
way silhouette, outline, shape, contour, pro- 
file © he emerged from the shadows shade, dark- 
ness, twilight, gloom, murkiness; archaic um- 
brage © the shadow of war (black) cloud, pall, 
gloom, blight, threat ©she knew without any 
shadow of doubt * trace, scrap, shred, crumb, 
iota, scintilla, jot, whit, grain, informal smidgen, 
smidge, tad ©a shadow of a smile: trace, hint, 
suggestion, suspicion, ghost, glimmer ©he's a 
shadow of his former self inferior version, poor 
imitation, apology, travesty; remnant ©the dog 
became her shadow constant companion, alter 
ego, second self, close friend, bosom friend, 
fidus Achates, informal Siamese twin 

► verb © the market is shadowed by the church over 
shadow, shade, darken, dim ©he is shadowing 
a poacher follow, trail, track, stalk, pursue, 
hunt, informal tail, keep tabs on 

Shadowy ► adjective ©a shadowy corridor 
dark, dim, gloomy, murky, crepuscular, shady, 
shaded, poetic /literary tenebrous ©a shadowy fig- 
ure indistinct, hazy, indefinite, vague, nebu- 
lous, ill-defined, faint, blurred, blurry, unclear, 
indistinguishable, unrecognizable, ghostly, 
spectral, wraithlike 
-opposites bnght. clear 

Shady ►adjective ©a shady garden shaded, 
shadowy, dim, dark, sheltered, screened, 
shrouded, leafy, poetic/ literary bosky, tenebrous 
© (informal) shady deals suspicious, suspect, 
questionable, dubious, doubtful, disreputable, 
untrustworthy, dishonest, dishonourable, devi- 
ous, underhand, unscrupulous, irregular, un- 
ethical, N Amer snide, informal fishy, murky. Bnt 
informal dodgy, Austral / NZ informal shonky 
-opposites bnght, honest 

shaft ► noun © the shaft of a golf club pole, 
shank, stick, rod, staff, handle, hilt, stem 
© the shaft of a feather quill, Ornithology rachis 
© shafts of sunlight ray, beam, gleam, streak, 
finger Qhe directs his shafts against her cutting 
remark, barb, gibe, taunt, informal dig ©a venti- 
lation shaft mineshaft, tunnel, passage, pit, adit, 
downcast, upcast; borehole, bore, duct, well, 
flue, vent 

shaggy ► adjective hairy, bushy, thick, woolly, 
tangled, tousled, unkempt, dishevelled, untidy, 
matted, formal hirsute 
-opposites sloek 

Shake ► verb © the whole building shook vibrate, 
tremble, quiver, quake, shiver, shudder, jud- 
der, jiggle, wobble, rock, sway, convulse Qshe 
shook the bottle jiggle, joggle, agitate; informal 
waggle ©he shook his stick at them, brandish, 
wave, flounsh, swing, wield, informal waggle 
©the look in his eyes really shook her. upset, dis- 
tress, disturb, unsettle, disconcert, discompose, 
disquiet, unnerve, trouble, throw off balance, 
agitate, fluster; shock, alarm, frighten, scare, 
worry, informal rattle © this will shake their confi- 
dence weaken, undermine, damage, impair, 
harm; reduce, diminish, decrease 
-opposites soothe, strengthen 

► noun © he gave his coat a shake, jiggle, joggle; in- 
formal waggle ©a shake of his fist: flourish, 
brandish, wave, ©it gives me the shakes: trem- 
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ors, delirium tremens, informal DTs, jitters, wil- 
lies, heebie-jeebies, yips. Austral informal Joe 
Blakes 

■ in two shakes (of a lamb’s tall) ( informal) 

See IN A MOMENT dt MOMENT 

■ no great shakes (informal) not very good, 
unexceptional, unmemorable, forgettable, un- 
inspired, uninteresting, indifferent, unimpres- 
sive, lacklustre, informal nothing to write home 
about, nothing special, not up to much 

■ shake a leg ( informal ) See hurry verb sense 1 

■ shake someone off get away from, escape, 
elude, dodge, lose, leave behind, get nd of, 
give someone the slip, throw off the scent. Bnt 
informal get shot of 

■ shake something off recover from, get 
over, get nd of, free oneself from, Bnt informal 
get shot of, N Amer mfomial shuck off. 

■ shake someone/something up Qthe ucci- 
dent shook him up See shake verb sense 4 
Q plans to shake up the legal profession reorgan 
ize, restructure, revolutionize, alter, change, 
transform, refonn, overhaul 

Shakespeare ► noun. See hst 


The Plays of Shakespeare 


COMEDIES 

The Comedy of Errors 
The Taming of the 
Shrew 

The Two Gentlemen of 
Verona 

Love's labours Lost 
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 

The Merchant of 
Venice 

The Merry Wives of 
Windsor 

Much Ado About 
Nothing 
As You Like It 
Twelfth Night 

PROBLEM PLAYS 

Troilus and Cressida 
All*s Welt that Ends 
Well 

Measure for Measure 

TRAGEDIES 

Romeo and juliet 

Hamlet 

Othello 


King Lear 
Macbeth 

HISTORY PLAYS 

Henry VI, parts I, It, 
and til 
Richard III 
King john 
Richard II 

Henry IV, parts I and II 
Henry V 
Henry VIII 

Greek and Roman 
plays 

Titus Andronicus 
Julius Caesar 
Antony and Cleopatra 
Timon of Athens 
Cortolanus 

romances 

Pericles 
Cymbeline 
The Winter's Tale 
The Tempest 
The Two Noble 
Kinsmen 


Shake-Up ► noun (informal) reorganization, re- 
structuring, reshuffle, change, overhaul, make- 
over; upheaval, N Amer informal shakedown. 

Shaky ► adjective Q shaky legs trembling, shak- 
ing, tremulous, quivering, quivery, unsteady, 
wobbly, weak; tottenng, tottery, teetering, dod- 
dery; informal trembly. ©I fee I a bit shaky: faint, 
dizzy, light-headed, giddy; weak, wobbly, 
quivery, groggy, muzzy, informal trembly, woozy 
©a shaky table: unsteady, unstable, wobbly, 
precarious, rocky, nckety, ramshackle, Brit mfor - 
mal wonky, ©the evidence is shaky: unreliable, 
untrustworthy, questionable, dubious, doubt- 
ful, tenuous, suspect, flimsy, weak, unsound. 


unsupported, unsubstantiated, unfounded; infor- 
mal iffy; Bnt informal dodgy. 

-opposites steady, stable, sound. 

Shallow ► adjective superficial, facile, simplis- 
tic, oversimplified, flimsy, insubstantial, light- 
weight, empty, trivial, tnfling; surface, skin- 
deep, frivolous, foolish, silly 
-opposites profound. 

Sham ► noun ©his tenderness had been a sham 
pretence, fake, act, fiction, simulation, fraud, 
feint, lie, counterfeit, humbug ©the doctor was 
a sham charlatan, fake, fraud, impostor, pre- 
tender. quack, mountebank, infernal phoney 

► adjective sham togetherness ■ fake, pretended, 
feigned, simulated, false, artificial, bogus, in- 
sincere, contrived, affected, make-believe, ficti- 
tious, imitation, mock, counterfeit, fraudulent, 
informal pretend, put-on, phoney, pseudo. Bnt in- 
formal cod 

-opposites genuine 

► verb ©she shams indifference, feign, fake, pre- 
tend, put on, simulate, affect ©was he ill or just 
shamming 7 pretend, fake, dissemble; malinger, 
informal put it on. Bnt informal swing the lead 

Shaman ► noun witch doctor, medicine man/ 
woman, healer, kahuna 

Shamble ► verb shuffle, drag one’s feet, lum- 
ber, totter, dodder, hobble, limp 
shambles ►plural noun ©we have to sort out 
this shambles chaos, mess, muddle, confusion, 
disorder, havoc, mare's nest, Bnt informal dog’s 
dmner/breakfast ©the room was a shambles 
mess, pigsty, informal disaster area. Bnt informal 
tip 

shambolic ►adjective (Bnt informal). See chaot 
ic 

Shame ► noun O her face was scarlet with shame 
humiliation, mortification, chagnn, ignominy, 
embarrassment, indignity, abashment, discom- 
fort © I felt shame at telling a lie guilt, remorse, 
contrition, compunction ©he brought shame on 
the family disgrace, dishonour, discredit, deg- 
radation. ignominy, disrepute, infamy, scandal, 
opprobrium, contempt, dated disesteem. © it's a 
shame she never married pity, misfortune, sad 
thing, bad luck, informal bummer, enme, sin 
-opposites pnde, honour 

► verb ©you shamed your family’s name disgrace, 
dishonour, discredit, degrade, debase, stigma- 
tize, taint, sully, tarnish, besmirch, blacken, 
drag through the mud © he was shamed in pub- 
lic humiliate, mortify, chagnn, embarrass, 
abash, chasten, humble, take down a peg or 
two, cut down to size; informal show up; N Amer 
informal make someone eat crow 
-opposites honour 

■ put someone/something to shame out 

shine, outclass, eclipse, surpass, excel, outstnp. 
outdo, put in the shade, upstage; informal run 
nngs around, leave standing; Bnt informal knock 
spots off. 

Shamefaced ►adjBCtivt ashamed, abashed, 
sheepish, guilty, conscience-stncken, guilt- 
ridden, contnte, sony, remorseful, repentant, 
penitent, regretful, rueful, apologetic, embar- 
rassed, mortified, red-faced, chagrined, humili- 
ated; informal with one’s tail between one’s legs. 
-oppositbs unrepentant. 

Shameful ► adjective ©shameful behaviour, dis 
graceful, deplorable, despicable, contempt- 
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ible, dishonourable, discreditable, reprehen' 
sible, low, unworthy, ignoble, shabby, shock- 
ing, scandalous, outrageous, abominable, atro- 
cious, appalling, vile, odious, heinous, egre- 
gious, loathsome, bad, inexcusable, unforgiv- 
able, informal low-down, hateful Q a shameful se- 
cret embarrassing, mortifying, humiliating, de- 
grading. ignominious. 

-opposites admirable 

shameless ► adjective flagrant, blatant, 
barefaced, overt, brazen, brash, audacious, out- 
rageous. undisguised, unconcealed, transpar- 
ent, immodest, indecorous, unabashed, un- 
ashamed. unblushing, unrepentant 
-opposites modest 

Shanty ► noun shack, hut. cabin, lean-to. shed, 
hovel, Scottish bothy, shieling 

shape ► noun O the shape of the dining table 
form, appearance, configuration, formation, 
structure, figure, build, physique, body, con- 
tours. lines, outline, silhouette, profile See list 
0a spirit in the shape of a fox guise, likeness, 
semblance, form, appearance, image Qyou’re 
in pretty good shape condition, health, trim, fet- 
tle. order; Bnt informal nick 
-RELATED TERMS morpho- 

► verb ©the metal is shaped into tools form, fash- 
ion, make, mould, model, cast, sculpt, sculp- 
ture. carve, cut, whittle Q attitudes were shaped 
by his report determine, form, fashion, mould, 
define, develop, influence, affect 

■ shape up ©her work is shaping up nicely im 
prove, get better, progress, show promise, de- 
velop, take shape, come on. come along Qa 
regime to help you shape up get fit, get into 
shape, tone up, slim, lose weight. 

■ take shape become clear, become definite, 
become tangible, crystallize, come together, 
fall into place 


Geometrical Shapes 

See also pattern. 


annulus 

oblong 

rhomboid 

circle 

octagon 

rhombus 

decagon 

ovoid 

semicircle 

diamond 

parallelogram 

square 

dodecagon 

pentagon 

tetragon 

ellipse 

pentagram 

trapezium 

hendecagon 

pentangle 

trapezoid 

heptagon 

polygon 

triangle 

hexagon 

quadrangle 

trigon 

kite 

quadrant 

undecagon 

lozenge 

quadrilateral 


nonagon 

rectangle 



shapeless ► adjective O shapeless lumps, form* 
less, amorphous, unformed, indefinite. Qa 
shapeless dress : baggy, saggy, ill-fitting, sack-hke, 
oversized, unshapely, formless. 

Shapely ► adjective WELL proportioned, clean- 
limbed, curvaceous, voluptuous, full-figured, 
Junoesque, attractive, sexy; informal curvy; archaic 
comely. 

shard ► noun fragment, sliver, splinter, shiver, 
chip, piece, bit, particle. 

Share ► noun her share of the profits' portion, 
part, division, quota, quantum, allowance, ra- 
tion. allocation, measure, due; percentage, 
commission, dividend; helping, serving; Informal 


cut, slice, rake-off, Bnt informal whack, divvy 

► verb Owe share the bills split, divide, go halves 
on, informal go fifty-fifty, go Dutch Qthey shared 
out the peanuts apportion, divide up, allocate, 
portion out, ration out, parcel out, measuie 
out; carve up, Bnt informal divvy up ©we all 
share in the learning process participate in, take 
part in, play a part in, be involved in, contrib- 
ute to, have a hand in, partake in 

Sharp ► adjective Qa sharp knife keen, razor- 
edged, sharpened, honed Qa sharp pain ex 
cruciating, agonizing, intense, stabbing, shoot- 
ing, severe, acute, keen, fierce, searing, exquis- 
ite Qa sharp taste tangy, piquant, strong. 
acidic, acid, sour, tart, pungent, acrid, bitter, 
acidulous O a sharp cry of pain loud, piercing, 
shrill, high-pitched, penetrating, harsh, stri- 
dent, ear-splitting, deafening ©a sharp wind 
cold, chilly, chill, brisk, keen, penetrating, bit- 
ing, icy, bitter, freezing, raw, informal nippy, Bnt 
informal parky © sharp words, harsh, bitter, cut- 
ting, scathing, caustic, barbed, trenchant, acri- 
monious, acerbic, sarcastic, sardonic, spiteful, 
venomous, malicious, vitriolic, vicious, hurtful, 
nasty, cruel, abrasive, informal bitchy, catty Qa 
sharp sense of loss intense, acute, keen, strong, 
bitter, fierce, heartfelt, overwhelming ©her 
nose is sharp pointed, tapenng, tapered, spiky, 
informal pointy © the lens brings it into sharp focus 
distinct, clear, cnsp, stark, obvious, marked, 
definite, pronounced ©a sharp increase • sud 
den, abrupt, rapid, steep, precipitous ©a 
sharp comer hairpin, tight ©a sharp drop 
steep, sheer, abrupt, precipitous, vertical 
© sharp eyes keen, perceptive, observant, 
acute, beady, hawklike ©she was sharp and 
witty perceptive, percipient, perspicacious, in- 
cisive, sensitive, keen, acute, quick-witted, 
clever, shrewd, canny, astute, intelligent, intui- 
tive, bright, alert, smart, quick off the mark, 
insightful, knowing, informal on the ball, quick 
on the uptake, savvy, Bnt informal suss, Scottish & 
N English informal pawky, N Amer informal heads- 
up © {informal) a sharp suit smart, stylish, fash- 
ionable, chic, modish, elegant, informal trendy, 
cool, snazzy, classy, flash, snappy, natty, nifty, 
N Amer mfomial fly, spifty 
-opposites blunt, mild, sweet, soft, kind, 
rounded, indistinct, gradual, slow, weak, stu- 
pid. naive, untidy 

► adverb Qmne o’clock sharp precisely, exactly, 
on the dot, promptly, prompt, punctually, dead 
on, informal on the nose, N Amer informal on the 
button. Q the reyssion pulled people up sharp. AB' 
ruptly, suddenly, sharply, unexpectedly 
-opposites roughly 

Sharpen ►verb Q sharpen the carving knife 
hone, whet, strop, grind, file, ©the players are 
sharpening up their skills improve, brush up, pol- 
ish up, better, enhance; hone, fine-tune, per- 
fect 

sharp-eyed ► adjective observant, perceptive, 
eagle-eyed, hawk-eyed, keen-eyed, gimlet-eyed, 
watchftil, vigilant, alert, on the lookout, informal 
beady-eyed 

shatter ► verb Q the glasses shattered, smash, 
break, splinter, crack, fracture, fragment, disin- 
tegrate, shiver; informal bust. Qthe announcement 
shattered their hopes’ destroy, wreck, rum, dash, 
crush, devastate, demolish, torpedo, scotch; in- 
formal put the kibosh on, banjax, do for, put 
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Sheep 

BREEDS 

Abyssinian 
Afrikander 
Altai 
Askaman 

Australian Menno 
Awassi 
Berber 
Bergamo 

Beulah Speckled Face 
Biella 
Blackface 
Blackhead Persian 
Black Welsh Mountain 
Bluefaced Leicester 
Border Leicester 
Boreray 

Bosnian Mountain 
Brazilian Woolless 
Brecknock Hill Cheviot 
British Blue du Maine 
British Charollais 
British Friesland 
British Milksheep 
British Oldenburg 
British Texel 
British Vend6en 
Broadtail 
Cambridge 
Campanian Barbary 
Cannock Chase 
Castlemilk Moorit 
Caucasian 
Cheviot 
Chios 

Clun Forest 
Colbred 
Columbia 
Corriedale 
Cotswold 

paid to, Bnt informal scupper ©we were shattered 
bv the news devastate, shock, stun. daze, trau- 
matize, crush, distress, informal knock sideways. 
Bnt informal knock for six 

shattered * adjective ©he was shattered by the 
reviews devastated, shocked, stunned, dazed, 
traumatized, crushed, heartbroken © (informal) I 
feel too shattered to move See exhausted sense 1 
-opposites thrilled 

Shave ►verb ©he shaved his beard cut off, 
snip off; crop, tnm, barber ©shave off excess 
wood plane, pare, whittle, scrape ©shave par 
mesan over the top grate, shred ©he shaved the 
MP’s majority to 2,000 reduce, cut, lessen, de- 
crease. pare down, shrink, slim down ©his 
shot shaved the post graze, brush, touch, glance 
off, kiss 

Sheaf ►noun bundle, bunch, stack, pile, heap, 
mass, Bnt informal wodge 

sheath ►noun ©put the sword in its sheath 
scabbard, case ©the wire has a plastic sheath 
covering, cover, case, casing, envelope, sleeve, 
wrapper, capsule ©a contraceptive sheath See 

CONDOM 

shed 1 ► noun the rabbit lives m the shed hut, 
lean-to, outhouse, outbuilding* shack, potting 
shed, woodshed, Bnt lock-up 


Lourdes 
Manech 
Manx Loghtan 
Masai 
Masham 
Merino 
Mongolian 
Mug 
Mule 

Norfolk Horn 
North Country Cheviot 
North Ronaldsay 
Old Norwegian 
Orkney 
Oxford Down 
Panama 
Persian 
Poll Dorset 
Polwarth 
Portland 
Precoce 
Radnor 
Rambouillet 
Red Karaman 
Rhiw Hill 
Romanov 
Romeldale 
Romney Marsh 
Rouge de I’Ouest 
Rough Fell 
Ryeland 
St. Kilda 
Sardinian 
Scottish Blackface 
Scottish Halfbred 
Shetland 
Shropshire 
Sicilian 
Soay 

South Devon 

shed 2 ► verb ©the trees shed their leaves drop, 
scattei, spill ©the caterpillar shed its skin 
slough off, cast off, moult, technical exuviate 
©we shed our jackets take off, remove, shrug 
off, discard, doff, climb out of. slip out of, di- 
vest oneself of, Bnt informal peel off Qmuch 
blood has been shed spill, discharge © the firm is 
to shed ten workers make redundant, dismiss, let 
go, discharge, get rid of, discard, informal sack, 
fire, give someone their marching orders, send 
packing, give someone the push, boot out 
©they must shed their illusions discard, get rid 
of, dispose of, do away with, drop, abandon, 
jettison, scrap, cast aside, dump, reject, repudi- 
ate, informal ditch, junk, get shut of, Bnt informal 
get shot of © the moon shed a watery light cast, 
radiate, diffuse, disperse, give out. 

-opposites don, hire, keep 
■ shed tears weep, cry, sob. lament, gneve, 
mourn, Scottish greet, informal blub, blubber, boo- 
hoo 

Sheen ► noun shine, lustre, gloss, patina, shim- 
ness, burnish, polish, shimmer, brilliance, radi- 
ance 

Sheep ►noun ram, ewe, lamb, wether, bell- 
wether, tup. Austral informal jumbuck. woolly See 
list. 

-RELATED TERMS OVine. 


Dalesbred 

Dartmoor 

Derbyshire Gritstone 
Devon Closewool 
Devon Longwool 
Dorper 
Dorset Down 
Dorset Horn 
Dubrovnik 
East Friesland 
English Halfbred 
English Longwool 
Exmoor Horn 
Finnish Landrace 
French Blackheaded 
Galway 
Greek Zackel 
Hampshire Down 
Hebridean 
Herdwick 
Hexham Leicester 
Hill Radnor 
Icelandic 
Ile-de-France 
Island Pramenka 
Jacob 

Karakachan 

Karakul 

Kent 

Kerry Hill 

Klvlrcik 

Lacaune 

Lacho 

Lamon 

Leicester 

Lincoln Longwool 

Llanwenog 

Lleyn 

Longwool 

Lonk 


Southdown 

South Wales Mountain 

Spanish Merino 

Suffolk 

Swaledale 

Swedish Landrace 

Swiss White Alpine 

Swiss White Mountain 

Talavera 

Targhee 

Teeswater 

Texel 

Tibetan 

Tsigai 

Tyrol Mountain 
Welsh Halfbred 
Welsh Hill Speckled 
Welsh Mountain 
Welsh Mountain 
Badger-faced 
Welsh Mule 
Wensleydale 
Whiteface Dartmoor 
Whiteface Woodlands 
Wicklow Mountain 
Wiltshire Horn 

WILD SHEEP 

aoudad 

argali 

barbary sheep 
bharal 
bighorn 
blue sheep 
dall sheep 
mouflon 
mountain sheep 
unal 

white sheep 
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sheepish ► adjective embarrassed, uncomfort' 
able, hangdog, self-conscious, shamefaced, 
ashamed, abashed, mortified, chastened, re- 
morseful, contrite, apologetic, rueful, regretful, 
penitent, repentant 

sheer 1 ► adjective Q the sheer audacity of the plan 
utter, complete, absolute, total, pure, down- 
right, out-and-out, arrant, thorough, thorough- 
going, patent, veritable, unmitigated, plain, 
Austral /NZ informal fair ©u sheer drop precipit 
ous, steep, vertical, perpendicular, abrupt, 
bluff, sharp ©a sheer dress diaphanous, gauzy, 
filmy, floaty, gossamer, thin, translucent, trans- 
parent, see-thiough. insubstantial 
-opposites gradual, thick 

Sheer 2 ►verb ©the boat sheered off along the 
coast swerve, veer, slew, skew, swing, change 
course ©her mind sheered away from his image 
turn away, flinch, recoil, shy away, avoid 

sheet ►noun ©she changed the sheets bed linen, 
linen, bedclothes ©a sheet of ice layer, stra- 
tum, covering, blanket, coating, coat, him, 
skin ©a sheet uf glass pane, panel, piece, plate, 
slab ©she put a fresh sheet in the typewriter 
piece of paper, leaf, page, folio 0 a sheet of 
water expanse, area, stretch, sweep 

shelf ► noun ©the plant on the shelj ledge, sill, 
bracket, rack, mantelpiece, shelving ©the 
water; above the shelf sandbank, sandbai, bank, 
bar, reef, shoal 

■ on the shelf unmarried, single, unattached, 
lonely, unloved, neglected 

shell ► noun ©a crab shell carapace, extenor, 
armour. Zoology exoskeleton See list © peanut 
shells pod, husk, hull, casing, case, covenng, in- 
tegument, N Amer shuck Q shells passing over- 
head projectile, bomb, explosive, grenade, 
bullet, cartridge See lists at bullet, projectile 
© the metal shell of the car framework, frame, 
chassis, skeleton, hull, exterior 
-related terms conchoidal, concho- 

► verb ©they were shelling peas hull, pod, husk, N 
Amer shuck © rebel artillery shelled the city bom 
bard, fire on, shoot at, attack, bomb, blitz, 
strafe 

■ shell something out ( informal ) See pay verb 
sense 2 

shellfish ► noun crustacean, bivalve, mollusc 
See list at mollusc 

shelter ► noun © the trees provide shelter for ani- 
mals protection, cover, screening, shade, 
safety, security, refuge, sanctuary, asylum ©a 
shelter for abandoned cats sanctuary, refuge, 
home, haven, safe house, harbour, port in a 
storm 

-opposites exposure 

► verb © the hut sheltered him from the wind pro 
tect, shield, screen, cover, shade, save, safe- 
guard, preserve, defend, cushion, guard, insu- 
late ©the anchorage where the convoy sheltered 
take shelter, take refuge, seek sanctuary, take 
cover; informal hole up 

-opposites expose 

sheltered ►adjective ©a sheltered stretch of 
water protected, screened, shielded, covered, 
shady, cosy ©she led a sheltered life secluded, 
cloistered, isolated, protected, withdrawn, se- 
questered, reclusive, privileged, secure, safe, 
quiet 


Shells 


abalone 

nutmeg shell 

angel wing 

nut shell 

ark shell 

olive 

auger 

ormer 

basket shell 

otter shell 

bonnet 

oyster 

bubble shell 

oyster drill 

canoe shell 

partridge shell 

carpet shell 

pearly nautilus 

earner shell 

pelican's foot 

cask shell 

pen shell 

chambered nautilus 

periwinkle 

chank 

pheasant shell 

clam 

piddock 

coat-of-mall 

pyramid shell 

cockle 

quahog 

cock’s-comb oyster 

queen scallop 

conch 

razor shell 

cone 

rock shell 

cowrie 

saddle oyster 

cup-and-saucer 

scallop 

date mussel 

sea snail 

dog whelk 

slipper limpet 

dove shell 

slit limpet 

drill 

slit shell 

drupe 

spider conch 

ear shell 

spindle shell 

fig shell 

spire shell 

fighting conch 

staircase shell 

file shell 

sundial 

flamingo tongue 

sunset shell 

frog shell 

tellin 

furrow shell 

thorny oyster 

gaper 

tiger cowrie 

giant clam 

tooth shell 

hard clam 

top shell 

harp 

tower shell 

heart cockle 

tnton 

helmet 

triton’s trumpet 

hoof shell 

trough shell 

horn shell 

trumpet shell 

horse mussel 

tulip shell 

jewel box 

tun 

jingle shell 

turban 

junoma 

turkey wing 

keyhole limpet 

turret shell 

lima 

tusk shell 

limpet 

umbrella shell 

lion's paw 

vase shell 

lucine 

venus 

marginelia 

Venus clam 

mitre 

violet sea snail 

money cowrie 

volute 

moon shell 

wedge shell 

murex 

wentletrap 

mussel 

whelk 

nautilus 

wing oyster 

necklace shell 

winkle 

nerite 

worm shell 

Noah’s ark 

zebra mussel 


shelve ►verb postpone, put off, delay, defer, 
put back, reschedule, hold over/off. put to one 
side, suspend, stay, keep in abeyance, moth- 
ball, abandon, drop, give up, stop, cancel, jetti- 
son, axe, N Amer put over, table, take a rain 
check on; informal put on ice, put on the back 
burner, ditch, dump, junk 
-opposites execute 




shepherd | shoal 


788 


Shepherd ► noun he worked as a shepherd shep- 
herdess, herdsman, herder, sheepman 

► verb we shepherded them away usher, steer, 
herd, lead, take, escort, guide, conduct, mar- 
shal, walk, show, see, chapeione 

sherry ► noun. See list 

Types of Sherry 

amontlllado fino palo cortado 

amoroso manzanilla vino de pasto 

cream sherry oloroso 

shield ► noun Qhe used his shield to fend off 

blows Heraldry escutcheon, historical buckler, tar- 
get, archaic tai^ge ©a shield against dirt ■ protec 
tion, guard, defence, cover, screen, security, 
shelter, safeguard, protector 

► verb he shielded his eyes protect, cover, screen, 
shade, save, safeguard, preserve, defend, se- 
cure. guard, cushion, insulate 

-opposites expose 

shift ► verb Qhe shifted some chairs move, carry, 
transfer, transport, convey, lug, haul, fetch, 
switch, relocate, reposition, rearrange, informal 
cart Qshe shifted her position change, alter, ad- 
just, vary, modify, revise, reverse, retract, do a 
U-tum Qthe cargo has shifted move, slide, slip, 
be displaced ©the wind shifted veer, alter, 
change, turn, swing round &{Bnt) this brush 
really shifts the dirt get rid of, remove, get off, 
budge, lift, expunge 
-opposites keep 

► noun ©the southward shift of people movement, 
move, transference, transport, transposition, 
relocation ©a shift in public opinion change, al- 
teration, adjustment, amendment, variation, 
modification, revision, reversal, retraction, U- 
tum, Bnt about-turn ©they worked three shifts 
stint, stretch, spell of work ©the night shift 
went home workers, crew, gang, team, squad, 
patrol © (archaic) dubious shifts to make money 
stratagem, scheme, subterfuge, expedient, 
dodge, tnck, ruse, wile, strategy, device, plan 

■ shift for oneself cope, manage, survive, 
make it, fend for oneself, take care of oneself, 
make do. get by/along, scrape by/along, mud- 
dle through, stand on one’s own two feet, infor- 
mal make out 

shiftless ► adjective lazy, idle, indolent, sloth- 
ful, lethargic, lackadaisical, spiritless, apathet- 
ic, feckless, good-for-nothing, worthless, unam- 
bitious, unenterprising 

shifty ► adjective { informal) devious, evasive, slip- 
pery, duplicitous, false, deceitful, underhand, 
untrustworthy, dishonest, shady, wily, crafty, 
tricky, sneaky, treacherous, artftil, sly, schem- 
ing, N Amer snide, Bnt informal dodgy, Austral / NZ 
informal shonky 
-opposites honest. 

shilly-shally ► verb dither, be indecisive, be 
irresolute, vacillate, waver, hesitate, blow hot 
and cold, falter, drag one’s feet, Brit haver, 
hum and haw, Scottish swither, informal dilly- 
dally 

shimmer ► verb the lake shimmered, glint, glis- 
ten, twinkle, sparkle, flash, scintillate, gleam, 
glow, glimmer, glitter, wink; poetic/ literary corus- 
cate 

► noun the shimmer of lights from the traffic, glint. 


twinkle, sparkle, flash, gleam, glow, glimmer, 
lustre, glitter, poetic/ literary coruscation. 

shin ► verb climb, clamber, scramble, swarm, 
shoot, go. mount, ascend, scale, descend. N 
Amer shinny 

Shine ►verb ©the sun shone emit light, beam, 
radiate, gleam, glow, glint, glimmer, sparkle, 
twinkle, glitter, glisten, shimmer, flash, flare, 
glare, fluoresce, luminesce; poetic /literary glister, 
coruscate Qshe shone his shoes polish, burnish, 
buff, wax. gloss, rub up © they shone at univer- 
sity excel, be outstanding, be brilliant, be suc- 
cessful, stand out 

► noun © the shine of the moon on her face light, 
brightness, gleam, glow, glint, glimmer, spar- 
kle. twinkle, glitter, glisten, shimmer, beam, 
glare, radiance, illumination, luminescence, lu- 
minosity, incandescence. © linseed oil restores the 
shine polish, burnish, gleam, gloss, lustre, 
sheen, patina 

Shining ► adjective ©a shining expanse of water 
gleaming, bright, brilliant, illuminated, lus- 
trous, glowing, glinting, sparkling, twinkling, 
glittering, glistening, shimmering, dazzling, lu- 
minous. luminescent, incandescent, poetic/ literary 
glistenng, coruscating, ©a shining face glow 
ing, beaming, radiant, happy © shining chro- 
mium tubes shiny, bright, polished, gleaming, 
glossy, glassy, sheeny, lustrous 
■ a shining example paragon, model, epit- 
ome, archetype, ideal, exemplar, nonpareil, 
paradigm, quintessence, the creme de la 
cr£me. the beau ideal, acme, jewel, flower, 
treasure, informal one in a million, the bee’s 
knees 

shiny ►adjective glossy, glassy, bright, pol- 
ished. gleaming, satiny, sheeny, lustrous 
-opposites matt 

ship ► noun boat, vessel, craft See lists 
-related terms marine, maritime, naval 

shirk ► verb Qshe didn't shtrk any task evade. 
dodge, avoid, get out of, sidestep, shrink from, 
shun, slide out of, skip, miss, neglect; informal 
duck (out of), cop out of, Bnt informal skive off. 
N Amer informal cut. Austral /NZ informal duck-shove 
©no one shirked avoid one s duty, be remiss, be 
negligent, play truant, Bnt informal skive (off), 
swing the lead, scnmshank, slack off; N Amer 
informal goof off, play hookey 

Shirker ►noun dodger, truant, absentee, lay- 
about, loafer, idler, informal slacker; Bnt informal 
skiver, scnmshanker, archaic shirk 

Shiver 1 ► verb she was shivering with fear trem 
ble, quiver, shake, shudder, quaver, quake 

► noun she gave a shiver as the door opened trem- 
ble. quiver, shake, shudder, quaver, quake, 
tremor, twitch 

shiver* ► noun a shiver of glass, splinter, sliver, 
shard, fragment, chip, shaving, smithereen, 
particle, bit, piece. 

► verb the window shivered into thousands of pieces. 
shatter, splinter, smash, fragment, crack, 
break 

Shivery ► adjective trembling, trembly, 
quivery, shaky, shuddering, shuddeiy, quavery, 
quaking; cold, chilly. 

Shoal ►noun sandbank, bank, mudbank, bar. 
sandbar, tombolo, shelf, cay. 
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Ships and Boats 

See also SAILING SHIP, WARSHIP. 


aircraft carrier 

dory 

keeler 

pinnace 

speedboat 

amphibious assauit 

double-ender 

ketch 

pirogue 

stake boat 

ship 

dragon boat 

laker 

pitpan 

steamboat 

amphibious 

dreadnought 

landing craft 

pocket battleship 

steamer 

landing craft 

dredger 

lapstrake 

pontoon 

steamship 

auxiliary 

drifter 

lateen 

powerboat 

stemwheeler 

banker 

dromond 

launch 

pram 

submarine 

barge 

DUKW/duck 

liberty boat 

privateer 

submersible 

battlecruiser 

E-boat 

lifeboat 

proa 

supertanker 

battleship 

factory ship 

lighter 

punt 

supply ship 

boatel 

ferry 

liner 

Q-ship 

surfboat 

bulk carrier 

flag boat 

longboat 

raft 

tall ship 

bumboat 

flagship 

longship 

randan 

tanker 

cabin cruiser 

flat boat 

lugger 

revenue cutter 

tartan 

cable ship 

freighter 

maflboat 

RIB 

tender 

canal boat 

frigate 

man-of-war 

riverboat 

three-decker 

canoe 

galleon 

merchant ship 

roll-on roll-off 

torpedo boat 

capital ship 

galliot 

minehunter 

rowing boat 

trader 

cargo ship 

gig 

minelayer 

sailing boat 

tramp steamer 

catamaran 

gondola 

minesweeper 

sailing ship 

trawler 

coaler 

gunboat 

monitor 

sampan 

trimaran 

coal ship 

helicopter carrier 

monkey-boat 

school ship 

troop carrier 

coaster 

hooker 

monohull 

schooner 

troopship 

coble 

houseboat 

mosquito boat 

scow 

tub 

cockboat 

hovercraft 

motor-boat 

scull 

tugboat 

cockle 

hydrofoil 

motorsailer 

sculler 

umiak 

cockleshell 

hydroplane 

motor yacht 

sealer 

warship 

cog 

iceboat 

multihull 

shallop 

weekender 

collier 

ice-breaker 

narrowboat 

sharpie 

whaleboat 

container ship 

inboard 

oiler 

shell 

whaler 

coracle 

Indiaman 

oil tanker 

ship of the line 

wherry 

corvette 

Inflatable dinghy 

outboard 

ship's boat 

windjammer 

crabber 

ironclad 

outrigger 

side-wheeler 

work boat 

cruiser 

jet-boat 

packet boat 

single-hander 

yacht 

cruise ship 

johnboat 

paddle boat 

skiff 

yawl 

cutter 

jolly (boat) 

paddle steamer 

skipjack 


dahabeeyah 

junk 

passenger ship 

sloop 


destroyei 

kayak 

pilot boat 

smack 


dinghy 

keelboat 

pink 

sneakbox 



Parts off a Ship 


after deck 

cleat 

half-deck 

painter 

spanker 

anchor 

companion ladder 

hatch 

pilot house 

stabilizer 

berth 

companionway 

hatchway 

pintle 

stack 

bilge 

counter 

hawsehole 

planking 

stanchion 

bilge keel 

crow's nest 

hawseplpe 

Piimsoil line 

starboard 

bitt 

daggerboard 

hawser 

poop 

stateroom 

board 

davit 

head 

poop deck 

stern 

boat deck 

dodger 

hold 

porthole 

stempost 

bolter room 

engine room 

keel 

portslde 4 ’ 

strake 

bottard 

false keel 

keelson 

promenade deck 

stretcher 

bow 

figurehead 

larboard 

propeller 

stringer 

bridge 

fin keel 

lazaretto 

propeller shaft 

thole 

brig 

flight deck 

limber 

prow 

tiller 

bulkhead 

forecastle/foVsle 

limber hole 

quarter rail 

transom 

bullseye 

freeboard 

mainmast 

quarters 

trunnion 

bulwarks 

funnel 

maintop 

radio room 

turtleback 

cabin 

futtock 

mast 

rail 

wardroom 

caboose 

g»Hey 

mizzenmast 

riding lamp 

washboard 

capstan 

gangplank 

mitten top 

rigger 

washstrake 

carline 

gangway 

monkey rail 

round house 

waterline 

cathead 

glory hole 

oar 

rowlock 

weatherboard 

cat hole 

guard rail 

orlop deck 

rudder 

weather deck 

centreboard 

gudgeon 

outboard 

rudderpost 

wheel 

chain locker 

gun deck 

outrigger 

scupper 

winch 

chart room 

gunwafc/gunnel 

paddle wheel 

skeg 

windlass 
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Shock 1 ► noun Q the news came as a shock blow, 
upset, disturbance, surprise, revelation, a bolt 
from the blue, thunderbolt, bombshell, rude 
awakening, informal eye-opener, whammy Qyou 
gave me a shock fright, scare, jolt, start, informal 
turn ©she was suffering from shock trauma, 
traumatism, prostration, collapse, breakdown 
Q the first shock of the earthquake vibration, re- 
verberation, shake, jolt, jar, jerk, impact, blow 

► verb the murder shocked the nation appal, horrify, 
outrage, revolt, disgust, nauseate, sicken, trau- 
matize, distress, upset, disturb, disquiet, unset- 
tle, stun, rock, stagger, astound, astonish, 
amaze, startle, surprise, dumbfound, shake, 
take aback, throw, unnerve 

shock 2 ► noun a shock of red hair mass, mane, 
mop, thatch, head, crop, bush, fhzz. tangle, 
cascade, halo 

shocking ►adjective appalling, horrifying, 
horrific, dreadful, awful, frightful, terrible, 
scandalous, outrageous, disgraceful, vile, abom- 
inable. abhorrent, atrocious, odious, repug- 
nant. disgusting, nauseating, sickening, loath- 
some, distressing, upsetting, disturbing, dis- 
quieting, unsettling, staggering, amazing, as- 
tonishing. startling, surprising 

Shoddy ►adjective Q shoddy goods poor- 
quality. inferior, second-rate, third-rate, cheap, 
cheapjack, trashy, jerry-built, informal tacky, rub- 
bishy, junky, Bnt informal duff , rubbish 0 shoddy 
workmanship careless, slapdash, sloppy, slip- 
shod, scrappy, crude, negligent, cursory 
-opposites quality, careful 

Shoe ► noun See list at footwear 

shoemaker ► noun cobbler, bootmaker, 
dogger. Scottish & N English souter 

Shoot ►verb ©they shot him in the street gun 
down, mow down, hit, wound, injure, put a 
bullet in, pick off, bag, fell, kill, informal pot. 
blast, pump full of lead, plug ©they shot at the 
enemy fire, open fire, aim, snipe, let fly, bom- 
bard, shell Ofaster than a gun can shoot bulll'ts 
discharge, fire, launch, loose off, let fly, emit 
©a car shot past race, speed, flash, dash, dart, 
rush, hurtle, streak, whizz, go like lightning, 
go hell for leather, zoom, charge, career, 
sweep, fly. wing, informal belt, scoot, scorch, 
tear, zip, whip, step on it. burn rubber, Bnt in- 
formal bomb, bucket, shift, N Amer informal clip, 
hightail it, barrel ©the plant failed to shoot 
sprout, bud. burgeon, germinate ©the film 
was shot in Tuntsta film, photograph, take, snap, 
capture, record, televise, video 

► noun nip off the new shoots, sprout, bud, off- 
shoot, scion, sucker, spear, runner, tendnl. 
spng 

Shop ►noun ©a shop selling clothes store, (re- 
tail) outlet, boutique, cash and carry, empor- 
ium, department store, supermarket, hyper- 
market, superstore, chain store, concession, 
market, mart, trading post. N Amer minimart. 

0 he works m the machine shop' workshop, work- 
room. plant, factory, works, industrial unit, 
mill, foundry, yard 

► verb ©he was shopping for spices go shopping, 
go to the shops, buy, purchase, get, acquire, 
obtain, pick up, snap up, procure, stock up on, 
humorous indulge in retail therapy. Q(Bnt infor- 
mal) he shopped his fellow robbers See betray sense 

1 


Shopkeeper ►noun shop-owner, shop man- 
ager, vendor, retailer, dealer, seller, trader, 
wholesaler, salesperson, tradesman, distributor, 
N Amer storekeeper 

Shopper ►noun buyer, purchaser, customer, 
consumer, client, patron; Law vendee 

shopping centre ► noun shopping precinct, 
(shopping) mall, (shopping) arcade, gallena, 
parade, marketplace, mart, N Amer plaza 

Shore 1 ► noun he swam out from the shore sea 
shorf, beach, foreshore, sand(s), shoreline, 
wateiside, front, coast, seaboard, poetic/ literary 
strand 

-RELATED TERMS littoral 

Shore 2 ► verb we had to shore up the building 
prop up, hold up, bolster, support, brace, but- 
tress, strengthen, fortify, reinforce, underpin 

Short ►adjective ©a short piece of string small, 
little, tiny, informal teeny 0 short people small. 
little, petite, tiny, diminutive, stubby, elfin, 
dwarfish, midget, pygmy, Lilliputian, minus- 
cule. miniature, Scottish wee. informal pint-sized, 
teeny, knee-high to a grasshopper ©a short re- 
port concise, brief, succinct, compact, sum- 
mary, economical, cusp, pithy, epigrammatic, 
laconic, thumbnail, abridged, abbreviated, con- 
densed, synoptic, summarized, contracted, 
truncated, formal compendious ©a short time 
brief, momentary, temporary, short-lived, im- 
permanent, cursory, fleeting, passing, fugitive, 
lightning, transitory, transient, ephemeral, 
quick 0 money is a bit short scarce, in short 
supply, scant, meagre, sparse, insufficient, defi- 
cient. inadequate, lacking, wanting Qhe was 
rather short with her curt, sharp, abrupt, blunt, 
brusque, terse, offhand, gruff, surly, testy, 
rude, uncivil, informal snappy 
-opposites long, tall, plentiful, courteous 

► adverb she stopped short abruptly, suddenly, 
shaiply, all of a sudden, all at once, unexpect- 
edly. without warning, out of the blue 

■ In short briefly, in a word, in a nutshell, in 
precis, in essence, to come to the point, in con- 
cision. in summary, to sum up 

■ short of Qwe are short of nurses deficient in, 
lacking, wanting, in need of, low on, short on. 
missing, informal strapped for, pushed for, 
minus 0 short of searching everyone , there is noth- 
ing we can do apart from, other than, aside 
from, besides, except (for), excepting, without, 
excluding, not counting, save (for) 

Shortage ►noun scarcity, sparseness, spars- 
ity, dearth, paucity, poverty, insufficiency, defi- 
ciency, inadequacy, famine, lack, want, deficit, 
shortfall, rarity 
-opposites abundance 

shortcoming ►noun defect, fault, flaw, im- 
perfection, deficiency, limitation, failing, draw- 
back, weakness, weak point, foible, frailty, 
vice 

-opposites strength 

Shorten ► vtrb make shorter, abbreviate, 
abridge, condense, precis, synopsize, contract, 
compress, reduce, shrink, diminish, cut (down), 
dock, trim, crop, pare down, prune, curtail, 
truncate 

-opposites extend. 

Short-lived ► adjactlva brief, short, moment- 
ary, temporary, impermanent, cursoiy, fleet- 
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mg. passing, fugitive, lightning, transitory, 
transient, ephemeral, quick 

shortly ► adverb ©she will be with you shortly 
soon, presently, m a little while, at any mo- 
ment, m a minute, m next to no time, before 
long, by and by, N Amer momentanly, informal 
anon, any time now, pretty soon, before one 
can say Jack Robinson, in a jiffy, Bnt informal in 
a mo, sharpish, dated directly ©7 know,’ he re- 
plied shortly curtly, sharply, abruptly, bluntly, 
brusquely, tersely, gruffly, snappily, testily, 
rudely 

Short-Sighted ►adjective Ql'm a little short- 
sighted myopic, near-sighted, informal as blind as 
a bat © short-sighted critics narrow-mindfd, un- 
imaginative, improvident, small-minded, insu- 
lar, parochial, provincial 
-opposites long-sighted, imaginative 

short-staffed ► adjective UNDERSTAFFED, 
short-handed, undermanned, below strength 

short-tempered ►adjective irritable, iras- 
cible, hot-tempered, quick-tempered, snappish, 
fiery, touchy, volatile, cross, crabby, crotchety, 
cantankerous, grumpy, ill-tempered, bad- 
tempered, testy, tetchy, prickly, choleric, infor- 
mal snappy, chippy, giouchy, cranky, on a short 
fuse, Bnt informal naiky. ratty, eggy, like a beai 
with a sore head. N Amer informal soieheaded 
—opposites placid 

shot 1 ► noun ©u shot rung out report of a gun, 
ciack, bang, blast, (shots) gunfire ©the cannon 
have run out of shot bullets, cannonballs, pel- 
lets. ammunition Set* list at bullet ©u win- 
ning shot stroke, hit, strike, kick, throw, pitch, 
lob O Mike was an excellent shot marksman. 
maikswoman, shooter ©a shot of us on holiday 
photograph, photo, snap, snapshot, picture, 
print, slide, still, Brit cnpnnt © (informal) it’s mu* 
to get a shot at driving attempt, try. turn, 
chance, opportunity, informal go, stab, crack, 
bash, formal essay Q tetanus shots injection, in- 
oculation. immunization, vaccination, booster, 
informal jab 

■ a shot in the arm ( informal ) boost, hllip, 
tonic, stimulus, spur, impetus, encouragement 

■ a shot In the dark (wild) guess, surmise, 
supposition, conjecture, speculation 

■ like a shot ( informal) without hesitation, un- 
hesitatingly, eagerly, enthusiastically, immedi- 
ately, at once, right away/now. straight away, 
instantly, instantaneously, without delay, infor- 
mal m/like a flash, before one can say |ack Rob- 
inson 

■ not by a long shot by no (manner of) 
means, not at all, m no way, certainly not, ab- 
solutely not. definitely not, Bnt not by a long 
chalk 

shot 2 ►adjective shot silk variegated, mottled, 
multicoloured, varicoloured, iridescent, opales- 
cent 

Shoulder ►verb ©Britain shouldered tht primary 
responsibility take on (oneself), undertake, ac- 
cept, assume; bear, carry © another lad shoul- 
dered him aside push, shove, thrust, jostle, 
force, bulldoze, bundle 

■ give someone the cold shoulder snub, 
shun, cold-shoulder, ignore, cut (dead), rebuff, 
spurn, ostracize; informal give someone the 
brush-off, freeze out, Bnt informal send to Coven- 
try, N Amer informal give someone the brush 


■ put one’s shoulder to the wheel get 

(down) to work, apply oneself, set to work, 
buckle down, roll up one's sleeves, work hard 
be diligent, be industrious, exert oneself 

■ shoulder to shoulder ©the regiment lined up 
shoulder to shoulder side by side, abreast, along- 
side (each other) ©he fought shoulder to shoul- 
der with the others united, (working) together, 
jointly, in partnership, m collaboration, in co- 
operation. side by side, in alliance 

shout ►verb ‘Help/ he shouted yell, cry (out), 
call (out), roar, howl, bellow, bawl, call at the 
top of one’s voice, clamour, shriek, scream, 
raise one’s voice, vociferate, informal holler 
-opposites whisper 

► noun a shout of pain yell, cry, call, roar. howl, 
bellow, bawl, clamour, vociferation, shriek, 
scream, informal holler 

Shove ► verb ©she shoved him hack into the chair 
push, thrust, propel, drive, force, ram. knock, 
elbow, shoulder, jostle, bundle, hustle, man- 
handle ©she shoved past him push (one s way), 
force one's way. barge (one’s way), elbow (one’s 
way), shoulder one’s way 

► noun a hefty shove push, thrust, bump, jolt 

■ shove off ( informal) shove oft 1 go away, get out 
(of my sight), get going, take oneself off. be off 
(with you), shoo, informal sciam, make yourself 
scaice, be on your way, beat it. get lost, push 
off, buzz off, clear off, go (and) lump in the 
lake. Bnt informal hop it. bog off. naff off, N 
Amer informal bug off. haul off, take a hike, Aus- 
tral informal nick off. Austral /NZ informal rack off, 
poetic/ literary begone 

shovel ►noun u puk and shovel spade. Austral / 
NZ banjo 

► verb shovelling snow scoop (up), dig, excavate 

Show ►verb ©the stitches do not show be vis 
ible, be seen, be in view, be obvious ©hr 
wouldn't show the picture display, exhibit, put 
on show/display, put on view, parade, uncover, 
reveal Qhrank showed his frustration manifest, 
exhibit, reveal, convey, communicate, make 
known, express, proclaim, make plain, make 
obvious, disclose, betray, formal evince O I'll 
show you how to make a daisy chain demon 
strate. explain, describe, illustrate, teach, in- 
struct, give instructions 0 recent events show this 
to be true prove, demonstrate, confirm, show 
beyond doubt, substantiate, corroborate, verify, 
establish, attest, certify, testify, bear out, formal 
evince ©a young woman showed them to their 
seats escort, accompany, take, conduct, lead, 
usher, guide, direct, steer, shepherd Q (informal) 
they never showed appear, arnve. come, get 
here/'theie, put in an appearance, materialize, 
turn up, mfomial show up 
-opposites conceal 

► noun © a spectacular show o] bluebells display, 
array, exhibition, presentation, exposition, 
spectacle ©the motor show exhibition, expos 
ition, fair, extravaganza, spectacle. N Amer ex- 
hibit ©thty took m a show (theatrical) per 
formance, musical, play ©she's only doing it for 
show appearance, display, impression, ostenta- 
tion, image ©Drew made a show of looking busy 
pretence, outward appearance, (false) front, 
guise, semblance, pose, parade 0 (informal) I 
don't run the show undertaking, affair, oper- 
ation. proceedings, enterprise, business, ven- 
ture 
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■ show off ( informal) behave affectedly, put on 
airs, put on an act, swagger around, swank, 
strut, strike an attitude, posture, draw atten- 
tion to oneself. N Amer informal cop an attitude 

■ show something off display, show to ad' 
vantage, exhibit, demonstrate, parade, draw at' 
tention to, flaunt. 

■ show up O cancers show up on X-rays be vis 
ible, be obvious, be seen, be revealed ©(/nfor- 
mal) only two waitresses showed up See show verb 
sense 7 

■ show someone/something up ©the sun 

showed up the shabbiness of the room expose, re- 
veal, make visible, make obvious, highlight 
© (informal) they showed him up in front of his 
friends See humiliate 

showdown ►noun confrontation, clash, 
face-ofF 

shower ►noun Qa shower of rain (light) fall, 
dnzzle, sprinkling, mizzle ©a shower of arrows 
volley, hail, salvo, bombardment, barrage, fu- 
sillade, cannonade ©a shower of awards ava 
lanche, deluge, flood, spate, flurry, profusion, 
abundance, plethora 

► verb Q confetti showered down on us rain, fall, 
hail ©she showered them with gifts deluge, 
flood, inundate, swamp, engulf, overwhelm, 
overload, snow under ©showering honours on 
his cronies lavish, heap, bestow freely 

Showing ► noun O another showing of the series 
presentation, broadcast, ainng, televising 
© the party's present showing performance, 
(track) record, results, success, achievement 

Showman ►noun Oa travelling showman im 
presario, stage manager, ringmaster, host, 
compere, master of ceremonies, MC. presenter, 
N Amer informal emcee © he is a great showman 
entertainer, performer, virtuoso 

show-off ►noun ( informal) exhibitionist, extro- 
vert, poser, poseur, peacock, swaggerer, self- 
publicist. informal pseud 

Showy ►adjective ostentatious, conspicuous, 
pretentious, flamboyant, gaudy, garish, brash; 
vulgar, loud, extravagant, fancy, ornate, over- 
elaborate, kitsch, informal flash, flashy, glitzy, 
ntzy, swanky, N. Amer informal superfly 
-opposites restrained 

shred ► noun O her dress was tom to shreds tat 
ter, scrap, stnp, nbbon, rag, fragment, sliver, 
(tiny) bit/piece ©not a shred of evidence scrap, 
bit, speck, iota, particle, ounce, whit, jot, 
crumb, morsel, fragment, gram, drop, trace, 
scintilla, spot, informal smidgen. 

► verb shredding vegetables chop finely, cut up, 
tear up. grate, mince, macerate, gnnd 

shrew ►noun virago, dragon, termagant, fish- 
wife, witch, tartar, hag, informal battleaxe, old 
bag, old bat, archaic scold 

shrewd ► adjective astute, sharp-witted, sharp, 
smart, acute, intelligent, clever, canny, percep- 
tive, perspicacious, sagacious, wise, informal on 
the ball, savvy, N Amer informal heads-up, formal 
sapient 

-opposites stupid. 

shrewdness ► noun astuteness, sharp- 
wittedness. acuteness, acumen, acuity, intelli- 
gence, cleverness, smartness, wit, canniness, 
common sense, discernment, insight, under- 
standing, perception, perceptiveness, perspica- 
city, perspicaciousness, discrimination, saga- 


city, sageness, informal nous, horse sense, savvy, 
formal sapience 

Shrewish ►adjective bad-tempered, quarrel- 
some, spiteful, sharp-tongued, scolding, nag- 
ging; venomous, rancorous, bitchy 

shriek ► verb she shrieked with laughter scream, 
screech, squeal, squawk, roar, howl, shout, 
yelp, informal holler 

► noun a shriek of laughter scream, screech, 
squeal, squawk, roar, howl, shout, yelp; informal 
holler 

shrill ►adjective high-pitched, piercing, high, 
sharp, ear-piercing, ear-splitting, penetrating, 
screeching, shrieking, screechy 

Shrine ►noun Qthe shrine of St James holy 
place, temple, church, chapel, tabernacle, 
sanctuary, sanctum ©a shnne to the Beatles me 
morial, monument 

Shrink ► verb ©the number of competitors shrank 
get smaller, become/grow smaller, contract, 
diminish, lessen, reduce, decrease, dwindle, de- 
cline, fall off. drop off. ©he shrank back against 
the wall draw back, recoil, back away, retreat, 
withdraw, cringe, cower, quail, ©he doesn’t 
shrink from naming names recoil, shy away, 
demur, flinch, have scruples, have misgivings, 
have qualms, be loath, be reluctant, be unwill- 
ing. be averse, fight shy of. be hesitant, be 
afraid, hesitate, baulk at, archaic disrelish some- 
thing 

-opposites expand, increase 

Shrivel ► verb wither, shrink, wilt, dry up, des- 
iccate, dehydrate, parch, frazzle 

Shroud ►noun ©the Turin Shroud winding 
sheet, histoncal cerements ©a shroud of mist | a 
shroud of secrecy covering, cover, cloak, mantle, 
blanket, layer, cloud, veil 

► verb a mist shrouded the jetties, cover, envelop, 
veil, cloak, blanket, screen, conceal, hide, 
mask, obscure, poetic/ literary enshroud 

Shrub ►noun bush, woody plant. See lists at 

FLOWER, TREE 

shrug 

■ shrug something off disregard, dismiss, 
take no notice of, ignore, pay no heed to, play 
down, make light of 

Shudder ►verb she shuddered at the thought 
shake, shivei, tremble, quiver, vibrate, palpi- 
tate 

► noun a shudder racked his body, shake, shiver, 
tremor, tremble, trembling, quiver, quivering, 
vibration, palpitation 

shuffle ►verb ©they shuffled along the passage 
shamble, drag one’s feet, totter, dodder ©she 
shuffled her feet scrape, drag, scuffle, scuff 
©he shuffled the cards, mix (up), mingle, re- 
arrange, jumble. 

Shun ►noun avoid, evade, eschew, steer clear 
of, shy away from, fight shy of, keep one’s dis- 
tance from, give a wide berth to, have nothing 
to do with; snub, give someone the cold shoul- 
der, cold-shoulder, ignore, cut (dead), look 
right through, reject, rebuff, spurn, ostracize; 
informal give someone the brush-off, freeze out. 
stiff-arm; Brit Informal send to Coventry; N Amer 
informal give someone the bum’s rush, give 
someone the brush. 

-oppositbs welcome. 
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shut ► verb please shut the door close, puU/push 
to, slam, fasten, put the lid on, bar, lock, se- 
cure. 

-opposites open, unlock 

■ shut down cease activity, close (down), 
cease operating, cease trading, be shut (down), 
informal fold 

■ shut someone/something In confine, en- 
close, impound, shut up, pen (m/up), fence m, 
immure, lock up/m, cage, imprison, intern, in- 
carcerate. N Amer corral 

■ shut someone/something out Q he shut me 
out of the house lock out, keep out, refuse en- 
trance to ©she shut out the memories block, 
suppress e the bamboo shut out the light keep 
out, block out. screen, veil 

■ shut up (informal) be quiet, keep quiet, hold 
one’s tongue, keep one’s lips sealed, stop talk- 
ing, quieten (down), informal keep mum, button 
it, cut the cackle, shut it, shut your face/ 
mouth/trap, belt up. put a sock in it, give it a 
rest; Bnt informal shut your gob, N Amer informal 
save it 

■ shut someone/something up QJ haven’t 
shut the hens up yet See shut someone/something 
in © (informal) that should shut them up quieten 
(down), silence, hush, shush, quiet, gag, muz- 
zle 

shuttle ► verb ply. run, commute, go/travel 
back and forth, go/travel to and fro, ferry 

Shy 1 ► adjective I was painfully shy bashful, diffi- 
dent. timid, sheepish, reserved, reticent, intro- 
verted, retiring, self-effacing, withdrawn, tim- 
orous, mousy, nervous, insecure, unconfident, 
inhibited, repressed, self-conscious, embar- 
rassed 

-opposites confident 

■ shy away from flinch, demur, recoil, hang 
back, have scruples, have misgivings, have 
qualms, be chaiy. be diffident, be bashful, fight 
shy, be coy, be loath, be reluctant, be unwill- 
ing, be disinclined, be hesitant, hesitate, baulk 
at, informal boggle at, archaic disrelish 

shy 2 ► verb (dated) they began shying stones throw , 
toss, fling, hurl, cast, lob, launch, pitch, informal 
chuck, heave, sling, bung 

shynoss ► noun bashfulness, diffidence, 
sheepishness, reserve, reservedness, introver- 
sion. reticence, timidity, timidness, timorous- 
ness, mousiness, lack of confidence, mhibited- 
ness, self-consciousness, embarrassment, coy- 
ness, demureness 

sibling ► noun brother, sister, Zoology sib 

Sick ►adjective Qthe children are sick' ill, un- 
well. poorly, ailing, indisposed, not oneself, Bnt 
off colour, informal laid up, under the weather. 
Austral / NZ informal crook. ©He was feeling sick 
nauseous, nauseated, queasy, bilious, green 
about the gills; seasick, carsick, airsick, travel- 
sick; informal about to throw up © (informal) we're 
sick about the plans, disappointed, depressed, de- 
jected, despondent, downcast, unhappy; angiy, 
cross, annoyed, displeased, disgruntled, informal 
fed up; Bnt informal cheesed off ©J'm sick of this 
music, bored, tired, weaiy; Informatfed up 0 (In- 
formal) a sick joke: macabre, black, ghoulish, 
morbid, perverted, gruesome, sadistic, cruel 
-opposites well. 

■ be sick (Bnt ) vomit, retch, heave, gag; informal 
throw up. chunder. chuck up. hurl, spew, 


keck, Bnt infernal honk. N Amer informal spit up, 
barf, upchuck, toss one’s cookies 

slckoil ►verb ©the stench sickened him ■ cause 
to feel sick/nauseous, make sick, turn 
someone’s stomach, revolt, disgust; informal 
make someone want to throw up; N Amer infor- 
mal gross out ©she sickened and died' become 
ill, fall ill, be taken lll/sick, catch something 
©J'm sickening for something become ill with, 
fail ill with, be taken ill with, show symptoms 
of, develop, come down with, Bnt go down 
with, N Amer informal take sick with 
-opposites recover 

Sickening ► adjective nauseating, stomach- 
turning, stomach-churning, repulsive, revolt- 
ing, disgusting, repellent, repugnant, appalling, 
obnoxious, nauseous, vile, nasty, foul, loath- 
some, offensive, objectionable, off-putting, dis- 
tasteful, obscene, gruesome, gnsly, N Amer 
vomitous, informal gross, formal rebarbative, archaic 
disgustful 

sickly ► adjective © a sickly child unhealthy, m 
poor health, delicate, frail, weak © sickly faces 
pale, wan, pasty, sallow, pallid, ashen, an- 
aemic © a sickly green insipid, pale, light, light- 
coloured, washed out, faded ©siddy love songs. 
sentimental, mawkish, cloying, mushy, slushy, 
sugary, syrupy, saccharine, informal schmaltzy, 
weepy, lovey-dovey, corny. Bnt mfonnal soppy; N 
Amer informal comball, sappy, hokey, three 
hankie 

-opposites healthy 

sickness ►noun ©she was absent through sick- 
ness illness, disease, ailment, complaint, infec- 
tion, malady, infirmity, indisposition, informal 
bug, virus, Bnt mfonnal lurgy. Austral mfonnal wog 
See lists at illness ©a wave of stefcness nausea, 
biliousness, queasiness ©he suffered sickness and 
diarrhoea vomiting, retching, gagging, travel- 
sickness, seasickness, carsickness, airsickness, 
motion sickness, informal throwing up, puking. 

side ► noun © the side of the rood edge, border, 
verge, boundary, margin, fringe(s), flank, bank, 
perimeter, extremity, periphery, (outer) limit, 
limits, bounds, poetic (literary marge, bourn ©the 
wrong side of the road half, part, carriageway, 
lane © the east side of the city district, quarter, 
area, region, part, neighbourhood, sector, sec- 
tion, zone, ward ©one side of the paper sur 
face, face, plane ©hts side of the argument’ 
point of view, viewpoint, perspective, opimon, 
way of thinking, standpoint, position, outlook, 
slant, angle ©the losing side in the war: faction, 
camp, bloc, j^rty, wing, ©the players in their 
side team, squad, line-up Q(Bnt mfonnal ) t here’s 
absolutely no side about her See affectation sense 
1 

-related terms lateral 
-opposites centre, end 

► adjective © elaborate side pieces, lateral, wing, 
flanking ©a side issue subordinate, lesser, 
lower-level, secondary, minor, peripheral, inci- 
dental. ancillary, subsidiary, of little account, 
extraneous. 

-opposites front, central 

► verb siding with the underdog See take someone’s 
side 

■ side by side © they cycled along side by side: 
alongside (each other), beside each other, 
abreast, shoulder to shoulder, close together 
©most transactions proceed side by side: at (one 
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and) the same time, simultaneously, contem- 
poraneously 

■ taka someone’s side support, take some* 
one’s part, side with, be on someone’s side, 
stand by, back, give someone one’s backing, be 
loyal to, defend, champion, ally (oneself) with, 
sympathize with, favour 

sideline ► noun he founded the company as a side - 
line secondary occupation, second job, hobby, 
leisure activity/ pursuit, recreation 

■ on the sidelines without taking part, with- 
out getting involved 

Sidelong ► adjective a sidelong glance indirect, 
oblique, sideways, sideward, surreptitious, fur- 
tive. covert, sly 
-opposites overt 

► adverb he looked sidelong at her indirectly, ob- 
liquely. sideways, out of the corner of one's 
eye, surreptitiously, furtively, covertly, slyly 

Side-Splitting ►adjective ( informal) See funny 
sense 1 

Sidestep ►verb avoid, evade, dodge, cicum- 
vent. skirt round, bypass, informal duck 

sidetrack ►verb distract, divert, deflect, 
draw away 

Sideways ►adverb QI slid off sideways to the 
side, laterally ©the expansion slots are mounted 
sideways edgewise, sidewards, side fiist, edge- 
ways, end on ©he looked sideways at her See 
sidelong adverb 

► adjective Q sideways force lateral, sideward, on 
the side, side to side ©a sideways look See side 
long adjective 

sidle ► verb creep, sneak, slink, slip, slide, 
steal, edge, inch, move furtively 

siege ►noun blockade, encnclement, archaic in- 
vestment See list 
-opposites relief 


Sieges 


Alamo 

Leiden 

Plataea 

Alesia 

Leningrad 

Quebec 

Antioch 

(St 

Sarajevo 

Antwerp 

Petersburg) 

Sebastopol 

Calais 

Limerick 

Syracuse 

Charleston 

Londonderry 

Troy 

Constantinople 

Lucknow 

Tyre 

Dien Blen Phu 

Madrid 

Vicksburg 

Grozny 

Mafeking 

Venice 

Jerusalem 

Malta 

Verdun 

Khartoum 

Masada 

Vienna 

Kiev 

Metz 

Warsaw 

Ladysmith 

Montpellier 

Yorktown 

Lamia 

Orleans 

Zaragoza 

La Rochelle 

Paris 



siesta ►noun afternoon sleep, nap, catnap, 
doze, rest, informal snooze, lie-down, forty 
winks, a bit of shut-eye, Bnt informal kip, zizz 
sieve ►noun use a sieve to strain the mixture 
strainer, sifter, filter, riddle, screen 
► verb ©sieve the mixture into a bowl strain, sift, 
screen, filter, riddle, archaic bolt © the coins were 
sieved from the ash separate out, filter out, sift, 
sort out. divide, segregate, extract 
Sift ► vtfto ©si/t the flour into a large bowl sieve, 
strain, screen, filter, riddle, archaic bolt ©we 
sift out unsuitable applications separate out, fil- 


ter out, sort out. put to one side, weed out, get 
rid of, remove ©investigators are si/hng through 
the wreckage search through, look through, 
examine, inspect, scrutinize, pore over, investi- 
gate, analyse, dissect, review 

sigh ► verb ©she sighed with relief breathe out. 
exhale, groan, moan ©the wind sighed in the 
trees rustle, whisper, murmur, sough ©he 
sighed for days gone by yearn, long. pine, ache, 
grieve, cry for/ over, weep for/over, rue, miss, 
mourn, lament, hanker for/after 

sight ► noun ©she has excellent sight eyesight, 
vision, eyes, faculty of sight, visual perception 
O her first sight of it view, glimpse, glance, look 
©within sight of the enemy range of vision, field 
of vision, view ©(dated) we are all equal in the 
sight of Cod perception, judgement, belief, 
opinion, point of view, view, viewpoint, mind, 
perspective, standpoint ©historu sights land 
mark, place of intei est, monument, spectacle, 
view, marvel, wonder Q {informal) I must look a 
sight eyesore, spectacle, mess, informal fright 
-RELATED IE RMS Optical, Visual 

► verb one of the helicopters sighted wreckage 
glimpse, catch/get a glimpse of. catch sight of, 
see, spot, spy, notice, observe, poetic/ literary espy, 
descry 

■ catch sight of glimpse, catch, get a glimpse 
of. see, spot, spy, make out, pick out, sight, 
have sight of. poetic /literary espy, descry 

■ set one’s sights on aspire to, aim at/ for. 
try for, strive for/towards, work towards 

sightseer ►noun ©sightseers to the city tour 
ist, visitor, tripper, holidaymaker, Bnt informal 
grockle Q gawping sightseers busybody, 
gawker, informal rubberneck, Bnt informal gawpei 

Sign ►noun ©a sign of affectum indication, sig- 
nal, symptom, pointer, suggestion, intimation, 
mark, manifestation, demonsti ation. token, 
evidence, poetic/ literary sigil ©a sign of things to 
come portent, omen, warning, forewarning, 
augury, presage, promise, thieat ©at his sign 
the soldiers followed gesture, signal, wave, ges- 
ticulation, cue, nod ©signs saving * keep out' no 
tice, signpost, signboard, warning sign, road 
sign, traffic sign ©the dancers were daubed with 
signs symbol, mark, cipher, lettei, character, 
figure, hieroglyph, ideogram, rune, emblem, 
device. logo 

► verb © he signed the letter write one s name on, 
autograph, endorse, initial, countersign, formal 
subscribe © the government signed the agreement 
endorse, validate, certify, authenticate, sanc- 
tion, authorize, agree to, approve, ratify, adopt, 
give one s approval to, informal give something 
the go-ahead, give something the green light, 
give something the thumbs up ©he signed his 
name write, inscribe, pen ©we have signed a 
new player recruit, hire, engage, employ, take 
on, appoint, sign on/up, enlist ©she signed to 
Susan to leave gesture, signal, give a sign to, 
motion, wave, beckon, nod 

■ sign on/up enlist, take a job, join (up), 
enrol, register, volunteer 

■ sign someone on/up. See sign verb sense 4 

■ sign something over transfer, make over, 
hand over, bequeath, pass on, transmit, cede, 
Law devolve, convey 

signal 1 ►noun ©a signal to stop- gesture, sign, 
wave, gesticulation, cue. indication, warning, 
motion ©a clear signal that the company is in 
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trouble indication, sign, symptom, hint, point- 
er. intimation, clue, demonstration, evidence, 
proof G the encroaching dark is a signal for people 
to emerge cue, prompt, impetus, stimulus, mfor- 
mal go-ahead 

► verb O the driver signalled to her to cross gesture, 
sign, give a sign to, direct, motion, wave, 
beckon, nod 0 they signalled displeasure by refus - 
tng to cooperate ■ indicate, show, express, com- 
municate, proclaim, declare 0his death signals 
the end of an era mark, signify, mean, be a sign 
of, be evidence of. herald, poetic/ literary betoken, 
foretoken 

Signal 2 ►adjective a signal failure notable, note- 
worthy, remarkable, striking, glaring, signifi- 
cant. momentous, memorable, unforgettable, 
obvious, special, extraordinary, exceptional, 
conspicuous 

Significance ►noun ©a matter of considerable 
significance importance, import, consequence, 
seriousness, gravity, weight, magnitude, mo- 
mentousness. formal moment Qthe significance 
of his remarks meaning, sense, signification, im- 
port thrust, drift, gist, implication, message, 
essence, substance, point 

Significant ►adjective O Significant increase 
notable, noteworthy, worthy of attention, re- 
markable, important, of importance, of conse- 
quence. serious, crucial, weighty, momentous, 
uncommon, unusual, lare. extraordinary, ex- 
ceptional, special, formal of moment ©a signifi- 
cant look meaningful, expressive, eloquent, sug- 
gestive. knowing, telling 

significantly ►adverb Q significantly better 
notably, remarkably, outstandingly, important 
ly, crucially, mate! tally, appreciably, markedly, 
considerably, obviously, conspicuously, stnk 
ingly, signally Qhc paused significantly mean 
ingfully, expressively, eloquently, revealingly, 
suggestively, knowingly 

Signify ►verb ©this signified a Jundamental 
change be evidence of, be a sign of. mark, sig 
nal. mean, spell, be symptomatic of, herald, in- 
dicate. poetic I literary betoken Qthe egg signifies 
life mean, denote, designate, represent, symbol- 
ize. stand for, poetic/ literary betoken Q signify 
your agreement by signing below express, indi- 
cate, show, proclaim, declare Qthe locked door 
doesn’t signify mean anything, be of importance, 
be important, be significant, be of significance, 
be of account, count, matter, be relevant 

Silence ►noun Qthe silence of the night quiet 
ness, quiet, quietude, still, stillness, hush, tran- 
quillity. noiselessness, soundlessness, peaceful- 
ness, peace (and quiet) ©she was reduced to si- 
lence speechlessness, wordlessness, dumbness, 
muteness, taciturnity 0the politicians kept their 
silence secretiveness, secrecy, reticence, taci- 
turnity, uncommunicativeness 
-opposites sound 

► verb Qhe silenced her with a kiss quieten, quiet, 
hush, shush, gag, muzzle, censor ©stlenctng 
outside noises muffle, deaden, soften, mute, 
smother, dampen, damp down, mask, sup- 
press. reduce 0 this would silence their com- 
plaints stop, put an end to, put a stop to 

Silent ►adjective Qthe night was silent • com 
pletely quiet, still, hushed, inaudible, noise- 
less, soundless. Qthe right to remain silent 
speechless, quiet, unspeaking, dumb, mute, 
taciturn, uncommunicative, tight-lipped; informal 


mum 0 silent thanks unspoken, wordless, un- 
said, unexpressed, unvoiced, tacit, implicit, 
understood 

-opposites audible, noisy 

silently ► adverb Q Nancy crept silently up the 
stairs quietly, maudibly, noiselessly, soundless- 
ly, in silence Qthey drove on silently without a 
word, saying nothing, in silence ©f silently 
said goodbye without words, wordlessly, in 
one's head, tacitly, implicitly 
-opposites audibly, out loud 

Silhouette ► noun the silhouette of the dome 
outline, contoui(s), profile, form, shape, figure, 
shadow 

► verb the castle was silhouetted against the skv out 
line, delineate, define, stand out 

silky ► adjective smooth, soft, sleek, fine, glossy, 
satiny, silken 

silly ► adjective Q don't he so stllv foolish, stu- 
pid, unintelligent, idiotic, brainless, mindless, 
witless, imbecilic, doltish, imprudent, thought- 
less, rash, leckless, foolhardy, irresponsible, 
mad. scatterbrained, feather-brained, frivolous, 
giddy, inane, immature, childish, puenie, 
empty-headed, informal crazy, dotty, scatty, 
loopy, screwy, thick, thickheaded, birdbramed, 
pea-brained, dopey, dim, dim-witted, half- 
witted. dippy, blockheaded, boneheaded, lame- 
brained. Bnt informal daft, diwy. N Amer informal 
chowderheaded, dated tomfool ©that was a silly 
thing to do unwise, imprudent, thoughtless, 
foolish, stupid, idiotic, senseless, mindless, 
rash, leckless, foolhardy, irresponsible, injudi- 
cious. misguided, irrational, informal crazy, Bnt 
informal daft © he would brood about silly things 
trivial, trifling, frivolous, footling, petty, small, 
insignificant, unimportant, informal piffling, pid- 
dling. N Amer informal small-bore ©he drank 
himself silly senseless, insensible, unconscious, 
stupid, into a stupor, into senselessness, stupe- 
fied 

-opposites sensible 

► noun ( informal) you are a silly' See fool noun sense 
1 

silt ► noun the flooding thought more silt sediment. 
deposit, alluvium, mud 

► verb the harbour had silted up become blocked, 
become clogged, fill up (with silt) 

Silver ►noun Q freshly polished silver silver 
ware, (silvei) plate, cutlery, (knives, forks, and 
spoons) ©a handful of silver coins, coinage, 
specie, (small) change, loose change ©she won 
three silvers silver medal, second pnze 

► adjective ©silver hair grey, greyish, white 
Qthe silver water silvery, shining, lustrous, 
gleaming, poetic /literary argent 

Similar ► adjective ©you two are very similar 
alike, (much) the same, indistinguishable, al- 
most identical, homogeneous, informal much of 
a muchness Q northern India and similar areas 
comparable, like, corresponding, homoge- 
neous. equivalent, analogous Q other parts were 
similar to Wales like, much the same as, com- 
parable to 

-opposites different, unlike 
■ be similar to resemble, look like, have the 
appearance of 

Similarity ► noun resemblance, likeness, 
sameness, similitude, comparability, corres- 
pondence, parallel, equivalence, homogeneity. 
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indistinguishability. uniformity, archaic semb- 
lance 

Similarly ► edverb likewise, m similar fashion, 
in like manner, comparably, correspondingly, 
uniformly, indistinguishably, analogously, 
homogeneously, equivalently, m the same way, 
the same, identically 

similitude ► noun. See similarity 

Simmer ►varb Qthe soup was simmering on the 
stove boil gently, cook gently, bubble ©she 
was simmering with resentment be furious, be en- 
raged. be angry, be incensed, be infuriated, 
seethe, fume, smoulder; informal be steamed up, 
be hot under the collar 

■ simmer down become less angry, cool off / 
down, be placated, control oneself, become 
calmer, calm down, become quieter, quieten 
down 

Simper ► varb smile affectedly, smile coquet- 
tishly, look coy. 

Simple ► adjective ©it's really pretty simple 
straightforward, easy, uncomplicated, unin- 
volved. effortless, painless, undemanding, 
elementary, child’s play; informal as easy as fall- 
ing off a log, as easy as pie, as easy as ABC, a 
piece of cake, a cinch, no sweat, a doddle, a 
pushover, money for old rope, kids’ stuff, a 
breeze, Brit informal easy-peasy, a doss, N Amer in- 
formal duck soup, a snap. Austral fNZ informal a 
bludge, a snack ©simple language clear, plain, 
straightforward, intelligible, comprehensible, 
uncomplicated, in words of one syllable, ac- 
cessible; informal user-friendly ©a simple white 
blouse plain, unadorned, undecorated, unem- 
bellished. unomamented, unelaborate, basic, 
unsophisticated, no-fnlls, classic, understated, 
uncluttered, restrained ©the simple truth can 
did, frank, honest, sincere, plain, absolute, un- 
qualified. bald, stark, unadorned, unvarnished, 
unembellished 0 simple country people unpre 
tentious, unsophisticated, ordinary, unaffect- 
ed, unassuming, natural, honest-to-goodness, N 
Amer cracker-barrel ©he's a bit simple having 
learning difficulties, having special (educa- 
tional) needs, of low intelligence, simple- 
minded. unintelligent, backward, (mentally) re- 
tarded. dated (mentally) subnormal, educational- 
ly subnormal, ESN. © simple chemical substances 
non-compound, non-complex, uncombined, un- 
blended. unalloyed, pure, single 
-opposites difficult, complex, fancy, com- 
pound. 

Simpleton ► noun. See fool noun sense 1 

Simplicity ► noun O the simplicity of the recipes 
straightforwardness, ease, easiness, simple- 
ness, effortlessness, ©the simplicity of the lan- 
guage clarity, clearness, plainness, simpleness, 
intelligibility, comprehensibility, understand- 
ability. straightforwardness, accessibility Qthe 
building's simplicity plainness, lack/absence of 
adornment, lack/absence of decoration, auster- 
ity, spareness, clean lines. Qthe simplicity of 
their lifestyle, unpretentiousness, ordinariness, 
lack of sophistication, lack of affectation, nat- 
uralness. 

Simplify ►verb make simple/simpler, make 
easy/easier to understand, make plainer, clar- 
ify, make more comprehensible/intelligible; 
paraphrase, put in words of one syllable 
-opposites complicate. 


simplistic * adjective facile, superficial, 
oversimple, oversimplified, shallow, jejune, 
naive, N Amer informal dime-store 
Simply ► adverb O he spoke simply and forcefully 
straightforwardly, directly, clearly, plainly, 
intelligibly, lucidly, unambiguously ©she was 
dressed simply plainly, without adornment, 
without decoration, without omament/oma- 
mentation, soberly, unfussily, unelaborately, 
classically ©they lived simply unpretentiously, 
modestly, quietly © they are welcomed simply be- 
cause they have plenty of money merely, just, 
purely, solely, only ©Mrs Marks was simply 
livid utterly, absolutely, completely, positive- 
ly, really, informal plain ©it's simply the best thing 
ever written, without doubt, unquestionably, un- 
deniably, mcontrovertibly, certainly, categoric- 
ally 

simulate ► verb ©they simulated pleasure 
feign, pretend, fake, sham, affect, put on, give 
the appearance of ©simulating conditions in 
space imitate, reproduce, replicate, duplicate, 
mimic 

simulated ► adjective Q simulated fear 
feigned, fake, mock, affected, sham, insincere, 
false, bogus; informal pretend, put-on, phoney 
© simulated leather artificial, imitation, fake, 
mock, synthetic, man-made, ersatz 
-opposites real 

Simultaneous * adjective concurrent, hap- 
pening at the same time, contemporaneous, 
concomitant, coinciding, coincident, synchron- 
ous, synchronized 

simultaneously ► adverb at (one and) the 
same time, at the same instant/moment, at 
once, concurrently, concomitantly; (all) to- 
gether, in unison, in concert, in chorus 
Sin ► noun © a sin in the eyes of God immoral act, 
wrong, wrongdoing, act of evil/wickedness. 
transgression, crime, offence, misdeed, misde- 
meanour. archaic trespass See list ©the human 
capacity for sin. wickedness, wrongdoing, 
wrong, evil, evil-domg. sinfulness, immorality, 
iniquity, vice, crime 0 (informal) wasting 
money— it’s a sin scandal, crime, disgrace, out- 
rage 

-opposites virtue 

► verb I have sinned commit a sin, commit an of- 
fence, transgress, do wrong, commit a crime, 
break the law, misbehave, go astray, archaic 
trespass 

The Seven Deadly Sins 

anger gluttony sloth 

covetousness lust 
envy pride 

Sincere ► adjective ©our sincere gratitude 
heartfelt, wholehearted, profound, deep; 
genuine, real, unfeigned, unaffected, true, hon- 
est, bona fide, ©a sincere person honest, genu- 
ine, truthful, unhypocritical, straightforward, 
direct, frank, candid; informal straight, upfront, 
on the level. N. Amer informal on the up and up. 
Sincerely ► adverb genuinely, honestly, really, 
truly, truthfully, wholeheartedly, earnestly, fer- 
vently. 

sincerity ► noun honesty, genuineness, truth- 
fulness, integrity, probity, trustworthiness; 



797 


sinecure | sink 


straightforwardness, openness, candour, can- 
didness 

sinecure ► noun EASY job, soft option, informal 
cushy number, money for old rope, picnic, 
doddle, cinch, Austral informal bludge 

sinewy adjective muscular, muscly, brawny, 
powerfully built, burly, strapping, sturdy, rug- 
ged, strong, powerful, athletic, muscle-bound, 
informal hunky, beefy, dated stalwart, poetic/ literary 
thewy 

-opposites puny 

Sinful adjective Q sinful conduct immoral, 
wicked, (morally) wrong, wrongful, evil, bad, 
iniquitous, corrupt, cnminal, nefarious, de- 
praved. degenerate, rare peccable ©a sinful 
waste of money reprehensible, scandalous, dis- 
graceful, deplorable, shameful, criminal 
-opposites virtuous 

sinfulness ► noun immorality, wickedness, 
sin, wrongdoing, evil, evil-doing, miquitous- 
ness, corruption, depravity, degeneracy, vice, 
formal turpitude, rare peccability 
-opposites virtue 

sing ► verb QMiguelito began to sing croon, 
carol, tnll, troll, chant, intone, chorus Qthe 
birds were singing- warble, trill, chirp, chirrup, 
cheep, peep ©he sang out a greeting call (out). 
cry (out), shout, yell, informal holler © (informal) 
he's going to sing to the police inform (on some 
one), informal squeal, rat on someone, blow the 
whistle on someone, peach (on someone), 
snitch (on someone). Bnt informal grass (on some- 
one), shop someone. N Amer informal finger 
someone, fink on someone, drop a/the dime 
on someone. Austral informal pimp on someone 

Singe ► verb scorch, bum. sear, char 

singer ► noun vocalist, soloist, songster, song- 
stress, cantor. See lists here and at jazz, opera, 
voice 


Types of Singer 

See also voice. 


balladeer 
choirboy 
cholrglrt 
chorister 
chorus boy 
chorus girl 
coloratura 
crooner 


diva 

folk singer 
Heldentenor 
jongleur 
minstrel 
opera singer 
pop singer 
pop star 


prima donna 
primo uomo 
singer- 
songwriter 
soloist 
s pinto 
troubadour 


Single ► adjective Qa single red rose one (only), 
sole, lone, solitary, by itself/oneself, unaccom- 
panied, alone ©she wrote down every single 
word: individual, separate, distinct, particular. 
© is she single? unmarried, unwed, unwedded, 
unattached, free, a bachelor, a spinster; archaic 
sole. 

-opposites double, married 
s slnglo aomeone/eomethlng out select, 
pick out. choose, decide on; target, earmark, 
mark out. separate out, set apart/aside 

single-handscfl ► advtrb BY oneself, alone, 
on one's own. solo, unaided, unassisted, with- 
out help. 

slngls-mindsd ► adjective determined, com- 
mitted, unswerving, unwavering, resolute, pur- 
poseful. devoted, dedicated, uncompromising. 


tireless, tenacious, persistent, indefatigable, 
dogged, formal pertinacious 
-opposites half-hearted 

Singly ► adverb one by one, one at a time, one 
after the other, individually, separately, by one- 
self, on one’s own 
-opposites together 

singular ► adjective Q the gallery's singular cap- 
acity to attract sponsor s remarkable, extraordin- 
ary, exceptional, outstanding, signal, notable, 
noteworthy, rare, unique, unparalleled, unpre- 
cedented. amazing, astonishing, phenomenal, 
astounding, informal fantastic, temfic ©why was 
Betty was behaving m so singular a fashion ? 
strange, unusual, odd, peculiar, funny, curi- 
ous, extraordinary, bizarre, eccentric, weird, 
queer, unexpected, unfamiliar, abnormal, atyp- 
ical. unconventional, out of the ordinary, un- 
typical, puzzling, mysterious, perplexing, baf- 
fling, unaccountable 

singularity ► noun ©the singularity of their con- 
cerns uniqueness, distinctiveness © his singular- 
ities idiosyncrasy, quirk, foible, peculiarity, 
oddity, eccentricity 

singularly ► adverb. See extremely 

sinister ► adjective © there was a sinister under- 
tone in his words, menacing, threatening, omin- 
ous, forbidding, baleful, frightening, alarming, 
disturbing, disquieting, dark, black, formal min- 
atory, poetic/ literary direful, ©a sinister motive 
evil, wicked, cnminal, corrupt, nefanous, vil- 
lainous, base, vile, malevolent, malicious, infor- 
mal shady 

-opposites innocent 

sink ► verb O the coffin sank below the waves be 
come submerged, be engulfed, go down, drop, 
fall, descend, ©the cruise liner sank yesterday 
founder, go under, submerge ©they sank their 
ships scuttle, send to the bottom, Bnt scupper 
© the announcement sank hopes of a recovery, des 
troy, rum. wreck, put an end to, demolish, 
smash, shatter, dash, informal put the kibosh on, 
put paid to; Bnt informal scupper, archaic bring to 
naught © they agreed to sink their differences, ig 
nore, overlook, disregard, forget, put aside, set 
aside, bury 01 sunk myself in student life im 
merse, plunge, lose, buiy Qthe plane sank to- 
wards the airstrip, descend, drop, go down/ 
downwards © the sun was sinking* SET, go 
down/downwards © Loretta sank into an arm- 
chair lower oneself, flop, collapse, drop 
down, slump, informal plonk oneself ©her voice 
sank to a whisper fall, drop, become/get quiet- 
er, become/get softer, ©she would never sink to 
your level stoop, lower oneself, descend, ©he 
was sinking fast deteriorate, decline, go down- 
hill, fade, grow weak, flag, waste away; be at 
death’s door, be on one’s deathbed, be slipping 
away, informal be on one’s last legs, be giving up 
the ghost f&sink the pots into the ground- 
embed, insert, drive, plant © sinking a gold 
mine dig, excavate, bore, drill. © {informal) he 
sank five pints of lager, drink, quaff; informal down, 
knock back, polish off; N Amer. informal chug, 
scarf down, ©they sank their life savings in the 
company invest, venture, risk 
-opposites float, nse 

► noun he washed himself at the sink: basin, wash- 
basin, handbasin, dated lavabo 
s sink In register, be understood, be compre- 
hended, be grasped, get through. 
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sinless ► adjective innocent, pure, virtuous, as 
pure as the driven snow, uncomipted, fault- 
less, blameless, guiltless, immaculate 
-opposites wicked 

sinner ► noun wrongdoer, evil-doer, transgres- 
sor, miscreant, offender, criminal, archaic tres- 
passer 

sinuous * adjective Qa sinuous river winding, 
windy, serpentine, curving, twisting, meander- 
ing. snaking, zigzag, curling, coiling Q sinuous 
grace lithe, supple, agile, graceful, loose- 
limbed, limber, lissom 

sip ► verb Amanda sipped her coffee drink (slow 
ly), dated sup 

► noun a sip of whisky mouthful, swallow, dnnk, 
drop, dram, nip, informal swig, dated sup 

Siren ►noun ©an uir-ruid siren alarm (bell). 
warning bell, danger signal, archaic tocsin ©the 
siren's allure seductress, temptress, femme fa- 
tale. flirt, coquette, informal mantrap, vamp 

sissy (informal) ►noun he's a real sissy See drip 
noun sense 2 

► adjective don’t be so sissy cowardly, weak, fee- 
ble, spineless, effeminate, effete, unmanly, infor- 
mal wet, weedy, wimpish, wimpy 

sister ► noun QI have two sisters sibling ©our 
European sisters comrade, partner, colleague 
0 the sisters in the convent nun, novice, abbess, 
pnoress 

— RFLATED TERMS SOTOral 

Sit ► verb Qyou’d better sit down take a seat, 
seat oneself, be seated, perch, ensconce one- 
self. plump oneself, flop, informal take the load/ 
weight off one’s feet, plonk oneself, Bnt informal 
take a pew ©she sat the package on the table 
put (down), place, set (down), lay, deposit, rest, 
stand, informal stick, bung, dump, park, plonk 
0 the chapel sat about 3,000 people hold, seat, 
have seats for, have space/room foi, accommo- 
date © she sat for Picasso pose, model 0 a hotel 
sitting on the bank of the River Dee be situated, 
be located, be sited, stand Q the committee sits * 
on Saturday be in session, meet, be convened 
© women jurists sit on the tribunal serve on, 
have a seat on, be a member of o his shyness 
doesn’t sit easily with Hollywood tradition be har 
monious, go, fit in, harmonize ©Mrs Hillman 
will sit for us babysit, childmind 
-opposites stand 

■ sit back relax, unwind, lie back, informal let 
it all hang out, veg out, N Amer informal hang 
loose, chill out 

■ sit In for stand in for, fill in for, cover for, 
substitute for, deputize for, informal sub for 

■ sit In on attend, be present at, be an obser- 
ver at, observe. N Amer audit 

■ sit tight (informal) Qjust sit tight stay put, 
wait there, remain in one’s place ©we’re advis- 
ing our clients to sit tight take no action, wait, 
hold back, bide one’s time, informal hold one’s 
horses 

site ► noun the site of the battle location, place, 
position, situation, locality, whereabouts, tech- 
nical locus 

► verb bins sited at police stations place, put, pos- 
ition, situate, locate 

sitting ► noun all-night sittings session, meet- 
ing. assembly, heanng 

► adjective a sitting position, sedentary, seated. 
-opposites standing 


sitting room ► noun living room, lounge, 
front room, drawing room, reception room, 
family room, dated parlour 
Situate ► verb locate, site, position, place, sta- 
tion, build 

situation ► noun © their financial situation cir 
cumstances, (state of) affairs, state, condition 
O I’ll Jill you in on the situation the facts, how 
things stand, the lie ot the land, what’s going 
on, Bnt the state of play, N Amer the lay of the 
land, informal the scoie © the hotel's pleasant situ- 
ation location, position, spot, site, setting, en- 
vironment. technical locus Ohe was offered a situ- 
ation in America job, post, position, appoint- 
ment, employment, archaic employ 
six ► cardinal number sextet, sextuplets, technical 
hexad 

— RELATLD TERMS hexa-, SeXl- 
Size ► noun the room was of medium size dimen 
sions, measurements, proportions, magnitude, 
largeness, bigness, arei, expanse, breadth, 
width, length, height, depth, immensity, huge- 
ness, vastness 

► verb the drills are sized in millimetres sort, cat- 
egorize. classify 

■ size someone/something up ( informal ) as 
sess, appraise, form an estimate of, take the 
measure of, judge, take stock of, evaluate, Bnt 
informal suss out 

Sizeable ►adjective fairly large, substantial, 
considerable, respectable, significant, largish, 
biggish, goodly 
-opposites small 

Sizzle ► verb crackle, frizzle, sputter, spit 
Sizzling ►adjective ( informal) Q sizzling temperat- 
ures extremely hot, unbearably hot, blazing, 
burning, scorching, sweltering, N Amer broil- 
ing, informal boiling (hot), baking (hot) ©a siz- 
zling affair passionate, torrid, ardent, lustful, 
erotic, informal steamy, hot 
-opposites freezing 

Skedaddle ►verb ( informal ) See run verb sense 
2 

Skeletal ►adjective ©u skeletal man emaci 
ated, very thin, as thin as a lake, cadaverous, 
skin and bone, skinny, bony, gaunt, informal an- 
orexic ©a skeletal account lacking in detail, 
incomplete, outline, fragmentary, sketchy, 
thumbnail 

— opposi i es fat, detailed 

Skeleton ►noun Qthe human skeleton, bones 
See list at bone ©she was no more than a skel- 
eton skin and bone, informal bag of bones ©a 
concrete skeleton framework, frame, shell ©the 
skeleton of a report outline, (rough) draft, ab- 
stract, (bare) bones 

► adjective a skeleton staff minimum, minimal, basic, 
essential 

sketch ► noun © a sketch of the proposed design 
(preliminary) drawing, outline, diagram, de- 
sign, plan, informal rough ©she gave a rough 
sketch of what had happened outline, brief de- 
scription. rundown, main points, thumbnail 
sketch, (bare) bones, summary, synopsis, sum- 
marization, precis, resume, N Amer wrap-up 
©a biographical sketch description, portrait, 
profile, portrayal, depiction ©a hilarious sketch 
skit, scene, piece, act, item, routine. 

► verb ©he sketched the garden * draw, make a 
drawing of. draw a picture of, pencil, rough 
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out, outline ©the company sketched out its plans 
describe, outline, give a bnef idea of. rough 
out, summarize, precis 

sketchily * adverb perfunctorily, cursorily, 
incompletely, patchily, vaguely, imprecisely, 
hastily, hurriedly 

Sketchy ► adjective incomplete, patchy, flag 
mentary. cursory, perfunctory, scanty, vague, 
imprecise, hurried, hasty 
-opposiifs detailed 

skew-whiff ►adjective ( Brit informal) Sir 
crooked sense 3 

skilful ►adjective expert, accomplished, 
skilled, masterly, master, virtuoso, consum- 
mate, proficient, talented, gifted, adept, adroit, 
deft, dexterous, able, good, competent, cap- 
able, bnllianr handy, informal mean, wicked, 
ciack, ace. wizard, N Amer informal crackerjack 

skill ► noun ©hi: s s kill us a politician expertise, 
skilfulness, expertness, adeptness, adroitness, 
deftness, dexterity, ability, prowess, mastery, 
competence, capability, aptitude, artistry, virtu- 
osity, talent ©bringing up u Jamily gives von 
many skills accomplishment, strength, gift 
-opposnts incompetence 

Skilled ►adjective experienced, trained, quali- 
fied. proficient, practised, accomplished, ex- 
pert, skilful, talented, gifted, adept, adroit, 
deft, dexterous, able, good, competent, informal 
ciack, N Amer informal crackerjack 
-opposites inexpeiienced 

skim ►verb ©slum oj] the scum remove, cream 
oft. scoop off ©the boat skimmed over the water 
glide, move lightly, slide, sail, skate, float ©he 
skimmed the pebble across the water throw, toss, 
cast, pitch, bounce ©she skimmed through the 
newspaper glance, flick, flip, leaf, thumb, read 
quickly, scan, run one’s eye over 0 Hannah 
skimmed over this part oj the story mention 
brifely, pass ovei quickly, skate over, gloss 
ovei 

-opposihs elaborate on 

Skimp ►verb Qdon't skimp on the quantity stint 
on, scrimp on. economize on. cut back on, be 
sparing, be frugal, be mean, be parsimonious, 
cut corners, informal be stingy, be mingy, be 
tight ©the process cannot be skimped do hastily, 
do carelessly 

skimpy ►adjective ©a skimpy black dress re 
vealing, short, low, low-cut, flimsy, thin, see- 
through, indecent ©my information is rather 
skimpy meagre, scanty, sketchy, limited, paltry, 
deficient, sparse 

skin ► noun Q these chemicals could damage the 
skin epidermis, dermis, derma o Mary’s fair 
skin complexion, colouring, skin colour/tone, 
pigmentation © leopard skins hide, pelt, fleece, 
archaic tell ©a banana skin peel, rind, integu- 
ment ©milk with a skin cm it film, layer, mem- 
brane ©the plane’s skm was damaged casing, 
exterior 

-RELATED TERMS CUtaneOUS 

► verb ©skm the tomatoes peel, pare, hull, technical 
decorticate ©he skinned his knee graze, scrape, 
abrade, bark, rub something raw, chafe, Medr 
cine exconate 0 {informal) Dad would skin me alive 
if I forgot it. punish severely, informal murder, 
come down on someone (like a ton of bricks), 
Brit informal give someone what for 


■ by the skin of one’s teeth (only) just, nar- 
rowly. by a hair’s breadth, by a very small mar- 
gin, informal by a whisker 

■ get under someone’s skin (informal) © the 
children really got under my skin See irritate 
sense 1 ©she got under my skm obsess, in- 
trigue, captivate, charm, enthral, enchant, en- 
trance 

■ it’s no skin off my nose (informal) I don t 
care, 1 don’t nund, I’m not bothered, it doesn’t 
bothei me. it doesn’t matter to me, informal I 
don’t give a damn. I don’t give a monkey’s 

Skin-deep ► adjective superficial, (on the) sur- 
face, external, outward, shallow 

Skinflint ► noun ( informal ) See miser 

Skinny ► adjective See thin adjective sense 3 

skip ► verb © skipping down the path caper, 
piance, trip, dance, bound, bounce, gambol, 
insk, romp, cavort ©we skipped the boring stuff 
omit, leave out, mis* out, dispense with, pass 
ovei, skim ovei, disregard, informal give some- 
thing a miss ©/ slapped school play truant 
from, miss, N Amer cut, Bnt informal skive off, N 
Amer informal play hookey from. Austral }NZ informal 
play the wag from ©I skipped through the maga- 
zine have a quick look at, flick through, flip 
through, leaf through 0 (informal) they slapped off 
again run off away, take off, informal beat it, 
clear off, cut and iun, Bnt informal do a runner, 
do a bunk, scarpei, N Amer inform, al light out, 
cut out. Austral informal shoot through 

skirmish ►noun ©the unit was caught up in a 
skirmish fight, battle, clash, conflict, encoun- 
tei, engagement, fray, combat © there was a 
skirmtsh over the budget argument, quarrel, 
squabble, contretemps, disagreement, differ- 
ence of opinion, falling-out. dispute, clash, al- 
tercation, informal tiff, spat, Bnt informal row. bar- 
ney, ding-dong 

► verb they skirmished with enemy soldiers fight, (do) 
battle with, engage with, close with, combat, 
c lash with 

Skirt ► noun See list 

► verb ©he skirted the city go round, walk round, 
ciicle ©the fields that skirt the highway border, 
edge, flank, line, lie alongside ©he carefully 
skirted round the subject avoid, evade, sidestep, 
dodge, pass over, gloss over, informal duck. 
Austral jNZ informal duck-shove 

Skirts 


A-iine skirt 

* hobble skirt 

puffball skirt 

ballet skirt 

hoop skirt 

rah-rah skirt 

crinoline 

hula skirt 

sarong 

dirndl 

kilt 

sift skirt 

divided skirt 

iungi 

sports skirt 

filibeg 

maxi 

straight skirt 

flared skirt 

midi 

tennis skirt 

full skirt 

mini 

tutu 

fu5tanella 

miniskirt 

underskirt 

gathered 

overskirt 

wrap-around 

skirt 

pencil skirt 

skirt 

gored skirt 

piupiu 


grass skirt 

pleated skirt 



skit ► noun comedy sketch, comedy act, parody, 
pastiche, burlesque, satire, pasquinade, informal 
spoof, take-off, send-up 


skittish | slap 


800 


skittish ►•djoctlv# ©she grew increasingly skit- 
tish playful, lively, high-spinted, sportive, 
fhsky; poetic/ literary frolicsome, wanton. ©his 
horse was skittish restive, excitable, nervous, 
skitteiy, highly strung, informal jumpy. 

Skive ► verb {Brit informal) malinger, play truant, 
truant, shirk, idle, N Amer cut; Bnt informal bunk 
off, swing the lead, scrimshank, N Amer informal 
gold-brick, play hookey, goof off; Austral /NZ infor- 
mal play the wag 

Skulduggery ► noun trickery, fraudulencc, 
sharp practice, underhandedness, chicanery, in- 
formal shenanigans, funny business, monkey 
business, Bnt informal monkey tncks, jiggery- 
pokery, N Amer informal monkeyshmes 

skulk ► verb lurk, loiter, hide, creep, sneak, 
slink, prowl, pussyfoot 

skull 

-related terms cranial. 

sky ► noun air, atmosphere, airspace, poetic / 
literary the heavens, the firmament, the blue, 
the (wide) blue yonder, the welkin, the azure, 
the empyrean 
-related terms celestial 
B to the skies effusively, profusely, very 
highly, very enthusiastically, unreservedly, fer- 
vently, fiilsomely, extravagantly 

slab ► noun piece, block, hunk, chunk, lump, 
cake, tablet, bnck. 

Slack ► adjective Qthe rope went slack loose, 
limp, hanging, flexible. Q slack skin flaccid, 
flabby, loose, sagging, saggy 0 business is slack 
sluggish, slow, quiet, slow-moving, flat, de- 
pressed, stagnant O slack accounting procedures 
lax, negligent, remiss, careless, slapdash, 
sloppy, slipshod, lackadaisical, inefficient, cas- 
ual, informal slap-happy. 

-opposites tight, taut 

► noun O the rope hod some slock in it. looseness, 
play, give © foreign demand will help pick up the 
slack, surplus, excess, residue, spare capacity 
0a little slack in the daily routine lull, pause, 
respite, break, hiatus, breathing space; informal 
let-up. breather 

► verb Qthe horse slacked his pace reduce, lessen, 
slacken, slow ©{flnf informal) no slacking t idle, 
shirk, be lazy, be indolent, waste time, lounge 
about; Bnt informal skive, N Amer informal goof off 

B slack off Q the rain has slacked off- decrease, 
subside, let up, ease off, abate, diminish, die 
down, fall off 0 slack off a bit' relax, take 
things easy, let up, ease up/off, loosen up, slow 
down; N. Amer mfbrmal hang loose, chill out 
B slack up the horse slacked up slow (down), 
decelerate, reduce speed. 

Slacken ► verb Qhe slackened his grip loosen, 
release, relax, loose, lessen, weaken Qhe slack- 
ened his pace* slow (down), become/get/make 
slower, decelerate, slack (up) @the rain is 
slackening, decrease, lessen, subside, ease up/ 
off, let up, abate, slack off. diminish, die down, 
fell off. 

-opposites tighten 

Slacker ► noun (informal). See layabout. 

slag 

Bslag somaono/somathlng off (Bnt informal). 

See criticize. 

slake ► verb quench, satisfy, sate, satiate, re- 
lieve. assuage 


Slam ► verb Qhe slammed the door behind him 
bang, shut/close with a bang, shut/close nois- 
ily, shut/close with force Qthe car slammed into 
a lamp post crash into, smash into, collide 
with, hit, strike, ram, plough into, run into, 
bump into, N Amer impact 0 (informal) he was 
slammed by the critics See criticize 

Slander ► noun he could sue us for slander def 
amation (of character), character assassin- 
ation, calumny, libel, scandalmongenng, mali- 
cious gossip, disparagement, denigration, as- 
persions, vilification, traducement, obloquy, 
lie, slur, smear, false accusation, informal mud- 
slinging, bad-mouthmg, archaic contumely 

► verb they were accused of slandering the minister 
defame (someone s character), blacken some- 
one’s name, tell lies about, speak lll/evil of, 
sully someone’s reputation, libel, smear, cast 
aspersions on, spread scandal about, besmirch, 
tarnish, taint, malign, traduce, vilify, disparage, 
denigrate, run down. N Amer slur, formal dero- 
gate, calumniate 

slanderous ► adjective defamatory, denigra- 
tory, disparaging, libellous, pejorative, false, 
misrepresentative, scurrilous, scandalous, mali- 
cious, abusive, insulting; informal mud-slinging 
-opposites complimentary. 

slang ► noun informal language, colloquial- 
isms, patois, argot, cant 

Slanging match ► noun (informal). See quar 
rel noun 

Slant ►verb Qthe floor was slanting slope, tilt, 
incline, be at an angle, tip. cant, lean, dip. 
pitch, shelve, list, bank Q their findings were 
slanted in our favour bias, distort, twist, skew, 
weight, give a bias to 

► noun Q the slant of the roof slope, incline, tilt, 
gradient, pitch, angle, cant, camber, inclin- 
ation. ©a feminist slant point of view, view- 
point, standpoint, stance, angle, perspective, 
approach, view, attitude, position, bias, lean- 
ing 

Slanting ►adjective oblique, sloping, at an 
angle, on an incline, inclined, tilting, tilted, 
slanted, aslant, diagonal, canted, cambered 

slap ►verb Qhe slapped her hard’ hit, stnke, 
smack, clout, cuff, thump, punch, spank; infor- 
mal whack, thwack, wallop, biff, bash, Brit infor- 
mal slosh, N Amer mfonnal boff, slug, bust. 
Austral jNZ Informal dong, quilt; archaic smite Qhe 
slapped down a £10 note fling, throw, toss, slam, 
bang; informal plonk, ©slap on a coat of paint 
daub, plaster, spread O (informal) they slapped a 
huge tax on imports’ impose, levy, put on 

► noun a slap across the cheek’ smack, blow, thump, 
cuff, clout, punch, spank; informal whack, 
thwack, wallop, clip, biff, bash. 

► adverb (informal) the bypass goes slap through the 
green belt: straight, right, directly, plumb; infor- 
mal smack, (slap) bang; N Amer informal spang, 
smack dab. 

a a slap In the face rebuff, rejection, snub, 
insult, put-down, humiliation. 
b a slap on the beck congratulations, com- 
mendation, approbation, approval, accolades, 
compliments, tributes, a pat on the back, 
praise, acclaim, acclamation; formal laudation. 
b a slap on the wrist reprimand, rebuke, re- 
proof, scolding, admonishment; informal telling- 
off. rap over the knuckles, dressing-down; Brit. 
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informal ticking-off, wigging. Austral /NZ informal 
serve 

■ slap someone down ( informal) See berate 
slapdash ► adjective careless, slipshod, 
sloppy, humed, haphazard, unsystematic, un- 
tidy, messy, hit-or-miss, negligent, neglecttul, 
lax, informal slap-happy, Bnt informal shambolic 
-opposites meticulous 

Slap-happy ►adverb ( informal) Qhis slap-happy 
Jnend happy-go-lucky, devil-may-care, caretree, 
easy-going, nonchalant, insouciant, blithe, airy, 
casual 0 slap-happy work Sec slapdash ©she's 
a hit slap-happy after such a narrow escape dazed, 
stupefied, punch-drunk 

Slap-Up ► adjective ( Bnt informal) lavish, sumptu- 
ous, elaborate, expensive, fit for a king, prince- 
ly, splendid 
-opposites meagre 

Slash ►verb ©her tyres hud been slashed cut 
{open), gash, slit, split open, lacerate, knife, 
make an incision m Q (informal) the company 
slashed prices reduce, cut. lower, bring down, 
mark down © [informal) they have slashed 10,000 
jobs get rid of. axe, cut, shed 

► noun ©a slash across his temple cut, gash, lacer- 
ation, slit, incision, wound Q sentence breaks are 
indicated by slashes solidus, oblique, backslash 

Slate ► verb ( Bnt informal) See criticize 
Slatternly ► adjective slovenly, untidy, messy, 
scruffy, unkempt, ill-gtoomed. dishevelled, 
frowzy, N Amer informal laggedy 
Slaughter ►verb ©the animals were slaughtered 
kill, butcher 0 innocent civilians are being slaugh- 
tered massacre, muider, butcher, kill (off), an- 
nihilate, extei inmate, liquidate, eliminate, des- 
troy. decimate, wipe out, put to death, poetic / 
literary slay © (informal) their team were slaughtered 
See defeat verb sense 1 

► noun O the slaughter of 20 demonstrators mas 
sacre, murdering, (mass) murder, mass killing, 
mass execution, annihilation, extermination, li- 
quidation, decimation, carnage, butchery, 
genocide, poetic /literary slaying 0a scene oj 
slaughter carnage, bloodshed, bloodletting, 
bloodbath 0 (informal) their electoral slaughter See 
defeat noun sense 1 

slaughterhouse ► noun abattoir. Bnt 
butchery, archaic shambles 
Slave ► noun ©fin? work was done by slaves histor- 
ical serf, vassal, thrall, archaic bondsman, 
bondswoman 0Anna was his willing slave 
drudge, servant, man/maid of all work, lackey. 
informal gofer, Bnt informal skivvy, dogsbody, poo- 
dle 

-RELATED TERMS Servile 

-opposites freeman, master 

► verb slaving away for a pittance toil, labour, 
gnnd, sweat, work one’s fingers to the bone, 
work like a Trojan/dog, informal work one’s 
socks off, kill oneself, sweat blood, slog away, 
Bnt informal graft, Austral /NZ informal bullock, 
poetic/ literary travail, archaic drudge, moil 

slaver ►verb drool, slobber, dribble, salivate, 
archaic dnvel 

Slavery ►noun Q thousands were sold into slav- 
ery bondage, enslavement, servitude; historical 
thrall, serfdom, vassalage. Qthis work is sheer 
slavery: drudgery, toil, (hard) slog, hard labour, 
gnnd; poetic /literary travail; archaic moil 
-opposites freedom. 


Slavish ► adjective Q slavish lackeys of the govern- 
ment servile, subservient, fawning, obsequi- 
ous, sycophantic, toadying, unctuous, informal 
bootlicking, forelock-tuggmg. N Amer informal 
apple-polishing Q slavish copying unoriginal, 
uninspired, unimaginative, uninventive, muta- 
tive 

Slay ►verb Q (poetic /literary) 8,000 men were slam 
kill, murder, put to death, butcher, cut down, 
cut to pieces, slaughter, massacre, shoot down, 
gun down, mow down, eliminate, annihilate, 
exterminate, liquidate, informal wipe out, bump 
off, do m/tor © (informal) you slay me, you really 
do amuse greatly, entertain greatly, make 
someone laugh, informal have people rolling in 
the aisles, kill, knock dead, be a hit with 

slaying ►noun (poetic /literary) murder, killing, 
butchery, slaughter, massacre, extermination 
liquidation 

Sleazy ►adjective Q sleazy arms dealers cor 
rupt, immoral, unsavoury, disreputable, informal 
shady, sleazoid 0 a sleazy bar squalid, seedy, 
seamy, sordid, insalubrious, mean, cheap, low- 
class, run down, informal scruffy, scuzzy, 
crummy, skanky, Bnt informal grotty 
-opposites reputable, upmarket 

Sledge ►noun toboggan, bobsleigh, sleigh, N 
Amer sled 

Sleek ►adjective ©his sleek dark hair smooth, 
glossy, shiny, shining, lustrous, silken, silky 
0the car’s sleek lines streamlined, trim, ele- 
gant, graceful Q sleek young men in city suits 
well groomed, stylish, wealthy-looking 

Sleep ► noun go and have a sleep nap, doze, si- 
esta, catnap, beauty sleep, informal snooze, forty 
winks, a bit ot shut-eye, Bnt informal kip, zizz, 
children's language byebyes, poetic /literary slumber 

► verb she slept for about an hour be asleep, doze, 
take a siesta, take a nap, catnap, sleep like a 
log/top, informal snooze, snatch forty winks, get 
some shut-eye, Bnt informal (have a) kip, get 
one’s head down, (get some) zizz, N Amer infor- 
mal catch some Zs. humorous be in the land of 
Nod, poetic/ literary slumber 
-opposites wake up 

■ go to sleep fall asleep, get to sleep, informal 
drop off, nod off, drift off, crash out, flake out, 
N Amer informal sack out, zone out 

■ put something to sleep put down, destroy 

sleepiness ► noun drowsiness, tiredness, 
somnolence, languor, languidness, doziness, 
lethargy, sluggishness, lassitude, enervation 

sleepless ►adjective wakeful, restless, with- 
out sleep, insomniac, (wide) awake, unsleeping, 
tossing and turning, archaic watchful 

sleeplessness ► noun insomnia, wakeful- 
ness 

Sleepwalker ► noun somnambulist; rare noc- 
tambulist 

Sleepy ► adjective Q she felt very sleepy drowsy, 
tired, somnolent, languid, languorous, heavy- 
eyed, asleep on one’s feet, lethargic, sluggish, 
enervated, torpid, informal dopey, poetic /literary 
slumberous Qthe sleepy heat of the afternoon : 
soporific, sleep-inducing, somnolent, ©a sleepy 
little village quiet, peaceful, tranquil, placid, 
slow-moving; dull, boring. 

-opposites awake, alert. 
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Sleight of hand ► noun Q impressive sleight of 
hand ■ dexterity, adroitness, deftness, skill 
Qfinancial sleight of hand deception, deceit, dis- 
simulation, chicanery, tnckery, sharp practice 

slender ► adjactlve Qher tall slender figure slim, 
lean, willowy, sylphlike, svelte, lissom, grace- 
ful, slight, slightly built, thin, skinny 0 slender 
evidence meagre, limited, slight, scanty, scant, 
sparse, paltry, insubstantial, insufficient, defi- 
cient. negligible, formal exiguous ©the chances 
seemed slender faint, remote, flimsy, tenuous, 
ftagile, slim, unlikely, improbable 
-opposites plump 

sleuth ► noun ( informal ) (private) detective, (pri- 
vate) investigator; informal private eye, snoop, 
sleuth-hound. N Amer informal shamus, gumshoe 

slice ► noun Qa slice of fruitcake piece, portion, 
slab, rasher, sliver, wafer, shaving 0 a huge 
slice of public spending share, part, portion, 
tranche, piece, proportion, allocation, percent- 
age 

► verb O slice the cheese thinly cut (up), carve 
Qune man had his ear sliced off cut off, sever, 
chop off, shear off 

Slick ► adjective ©a slick advertising campaign ef 
ficient, smooth, smooth-running, polished, 
well organized, well run, streamlined 0his 
slick use of words glib, smooth, fluent, plausible 
©a slick salesman suave, urbane, polished, as- 
sured, self-assured, smooth-talking, glib, informal 
smarmy ©her slick brown hair shiny, glossy, 
shining, sleek, smooth, oiled ©the pavements 
were slick with rain slippery, slithery, wet, 
greasy, informal slippy 

► verb his hair was slicked down smooth, sleek, 
grease, oil, gel, informal smarm 

slide ► verb Qthe glass slid across the table glide, 
move smoothly, slip, slither, skim, skate, skid, 
slew 0 tears slid down her cheeks trickle, run. 
flow, pour, stream ©/our men slid out of the 
shadows creep, steal, slink, slip, tiptoe, sidle 
Qthe country is sliding into recession sink, fall, 
drop, descend, declme, degenerate 

► noun ©the current slide in house prices fall, de- 
cline, drop, slump, downturn, downswing 0 a 
slide show transparency, diapositive 
-opposites rise 

■ let something slide neglect, pay little/no 
attention to, not attend to, be remiss about, let 
something go downhill 

slight ► adjective © the chance of success is slight 
small, modest, tiny, minute, inappreciable, 
negligible, insignificant, minimal, remote, 
slim, faint; informal minuscule, formal exiguous 
Qthe book ts a slight work minor, inconsequen- 
tial, trivial, unimportant, lightweight, superfi- 
cial, shallow. © Elizabeth’s slight figure slim, 
slender, petite, diminutive, small, delicate, 
dainty 

-opposites considerable 

► verb he had been slighted insult, snub, rebuff, re- 
pulse. spurn, treat disrespectfully, give some- 
one the cold shoulder, cut (dead), scorn, informal 
give someone the brush-off, freeze out, stiff- 
arm 

-opposites respect 

► noun an unintended slight, insult, affront, snub, 
rebuff, informal put-down, dig 

-opposites compliment. 

Slighting ► adjacttva insulting, disparaging, de- 
rogatory, disrespectful, denigratory, pejorative, 


abusive, offensive, defamatory, slanderous, 
scurrilous, disdainful, scornful, contemptuous, 
archaic contumelious 

Slightly ► adverb a little, a bit, somewhat, ra- 
ther, moderately, to a certain extent, faintly, 
vaguely, a shade 
-opposites very 

Slim ►adjective ©she was tall and slim slender, 
lean, thm, willowy, sylphlike, svelte, lissom, 
tnm, slight, slightly built 0 a slim silver brace - 
let narrow, slender, slimline ©a slim chance of 
escape slight, small, slender, faint, poor, re- 
mote, unlikely, improbable 
-opposites plump 

► verb ©I’m trying to slim lose weight, get thin- 
ner, lose some pounds/inches, get into shape, 
N Amer slenderize Qthe number of staff had been 
slimmed down reduce, cut (down/back), scale 
down, decrease, diminish, pare down 

slime ►noun ooze, sludge, muck, mud, mire, 
informal goo, gunk, gook, gloop, Bnt informal 
gunge, N Amer informal guck, glop 

slimy ►adjective Qthe floor was slimy slippery, 
slitheiy, greasy, muddy, mucky, sludgy, wet, 
sticky, informal slippy, gunky, gooey, gloopy 

0 ( informal) her slimy press agent See obsequious 

sling ►noun ©she had her arm in a sling ( sup 
port) bandage, support, strap ©armed only 
with a sling catapult, slingshot. Austral /NZ 
shanghai 

► verb ©a hummock was slung between two trees 
hang, suspend, string, swing 0 (informal) she 
slung her jacket on the sofa See throw verb sense 

1 

slink ► verb creep, sneak, steal, slip, slide, 
sidle, tiptoe, pussyfoot 

slinky ► adjective ( informal ) ©a slinky black dress 
tight-fitting, closefittmg, figure-hugging, sexy 
0 her slinky elegance sinuous, willowy, graceful, 
sleek 

slip 1 ► verb ©she slipped on the ice slide, skid, 
slither, glide, fall (over), lose one’s balance, 
tumble ©the envelope slipped through Luke’s fin- 
gers fall, drop, slide ©we slipped out by a back 
door creep, steal, sneak, slide, sidle, slope, 
slink, tiptoe © standards have slipped decline, 
deteriorate, degenerate, worsen, get worse, go 
downhill, fall (off), drop, informal go to the dogs, 
go to pot © the bank’s shares slipped 1 5p drop, 
go down, sink, slump, decrease, depreciate. 
Qthe hours slipped by pass, elapse, go by/past, 
roll by/past, fly by/past, tick by/past ©she 
slipped the map into her pocket put, tuck, shove, 
informal pop, stick, stuff Q Sarah slipped into a 
black skirt put on, pull on, don, dress/clothe 
oneself in, change into Qshe slipped out of her 
clothes take off, remove, pull off, doff. Bnt infor- 
mal peel off {Qhe slipped the knot of his tie 
untie, unfasten, undo 

► noun ©a single slip could send them plummeting 
downwards: false step, misstep, slide, skid, fall, 
tumble 0 a careless slip mistake, error, blun- 
der, gaffe, slip of the tongue/pen, oversight, 
omission, lapse, inaccuracy, informal slip-up, 
boo-boo, howler; Bnt informal boob, clanger, 
bloomer. N. Amer informal goof, blooper, bloop. 
Ga silk slip, underskirt, petticoat, underslip 

■ give tomaona tha slip (informal) escape 
from, get away from, evade, dodge, elude, lose, 
shake off, throw off (the scent), get clear of. 
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■ let something slip reveal, disclose, divulge, 
let out, give away, blurt out, give the game 
away, informal let on, blab, let the cat out of the 
bag, spill the beans, Bnt informal blow the gaff 

■ slip away ©they managed to slip away es 
cape, get away, break free, informal fly the coop, 
Bnt informal do a bunk, do a runner, N Amer infor- 
mal take a powder ©she slipped away m her 
sleep See die sense 1 

■ slip up ( informal) make a mistake, (make a) 
blunder, get something wrong, make an error, 
err. informal make a bloomer, make a boo-boo, 
Bnt informal boob, drop a clanger, N Amer informal 
goof up 

slip 2 ► noun O o slip of paper piece of paper, 
scrap of paper, sheet, note, chit, informal stickle 
©they took slips from rare plants cutting, graft, 
scion, shoot, offshoot 

■ a slip of a small, slender, slim, slight, 

slightly built, petite, little, tiny, diminutive, in- 
formal pint-sized 

slipper ►noun ©he pulled on his slippers carpet 
slipper, bedroom slipper, house shoe, N Amer 
slipperette © satin slippers pump, mule 
Slippery ►adjective ©the roads are slippery 
slithery, greasy, oily, icy. glassy, smooth, 
slimy, wet, informal slippy ©a slippery customer 
evasive, unreliable, unpredictable, devious, 
crafty, cunning, wily, tricky, artful, slick, sly, 
sneaky, scheming, untrustworthy, deceitful, 
duplicitous, dishonest, treacherous, two-faced, 
N Amer snide, informal shady, shifty. Bnt informal 
dodgy. Austral /NZ informal shonky 
slipshod ►adjective careless, lackadaisical, 
slapdash, sloppy, disorganized, haphazard, hit- 
or-miss, untidy, messy, unsystematic, unmeth- 
odical. casual, negligent, neglectful, remiss, 
lax, slack, informal slap-happy 
-opposites meticulous 

Slip-up ► noun ( informal ) mistake, slip, error, 
blunder, oversight, omission, gaffe, slip of the 
tongue/pen, inaccuracy, informal boo-boo, howl- 
er. Bnt informal boob, clanger, bloomer. N Amer 
informal goof, blooper, bloop 
Slit ► noun Q three diagonal slits cut, incision, 
split, slash, gash, laceration ©a slit in the cur- 
tains opening, gap, chink, crack, aperture, slot 
► verb he threatened to slit her throat cut, slash, 
split open, slice open, gash, lacerate, make an 
incision in 

Slither ►verb slide, slip, glide, wnggle, crawl, 
skid 

Sliver ►noun splinter, shard, shiver, chip, 
flake, shred, scrap, slither, shaving, paring, 
piece, fragment 

slob ► noun ( informal) layabout, good-for-nothing, 
sluggard, laggard, informal slacker, couch potato, 
atchaic sloven 

Slobber ►verb drool, slaver, dnbble, salivate, 
archaic drivel 

Slog ►verb ©they were all slogging away work 
hard, toil, labour, work one’s fingers to the 
bone, work like a Trojan/dog, exert oneself, 
grind, slave, grub, plough, plod, peg; informal 
beaver, plug, work one’s guts out, work one’s 
socks off, sweat blood; Bnt informal graft, Austral / 
NZ informal bullock; poetic /literary travail; archaic 
drudge, moil, ©they slogged around the streets 
trudge, tramp, traipse, toil, plod, trek, foot- 
slog. drag oneself 


-opposites relax 

► noun ©10 months' hard slog hard work, toil, 
toiling, labour, effort, exertion, gnnd, drudg- 
ery, informal sweat, Bnt informal graft; Austral /NZ in- 
formal (hard) yakka, poetic /literary travail; archaic 
moil ©a steady uphill slog trudge, tramp, 
traipse, plod, trek, footslog 

-opposites leisure 

slogan ► noun catchphrase, catchline, jingle; 
N Amer informal tag line 

Slop ►verb water slopped over the edge • spill, 
flow, overflow, run, slosh, splash 

■ slop around/about ( Bnt informal) laze 
(around/about), lounge (around/about), loll 
(around/about), loaf (around/about), slouch 
(about/around), mfonnal hang around, Bnt informal 
hang about, mooch about/around, N Amer infor- 
mal bum around, lollygag 

Slope ► noun © the slope of the roof gradient, in- 
cline, angle, slant, inclination, pitch, decline, 
ascent, declivity, acclivity, nse, fall, tilt, tip, 
downslope, upslope, N Amer grade, downgrade, 
upgiade ©a grassy slope hill, hillside, hillock, 
bank, escarpment, scarp, poetic/ literary steep 
©the ski slopes piste, run, nursery slope, dry 
slope, N Amer trail 

► verb the garden sloped down to a stream slant, in- 
cline, tilt, drop away, fall away, decline, des- 
cend, shelve, lean, nse, ascend, climb 

■ slop# off (informal) leave, go away slip away, 
steal away, slmk off, creep off, sneak off, infor- 
mal push off. clear off 

Sloping ► adjective at a slant, on the slant, at 
an angle, slanting, slanted, leaning, inclining, 
inclined, angled, cambered, canted, tilting, tilt- 
ed. dipping, declivitous, acchvitous 
-opposites level 

Sloppy ►adjective © sloppy chicken curry: runny, 
watery, thin, liquid, semi-liquid, mushy, informal 
gloopy © their defending was sloppy careless, 
slapdash, slipshod, lackadaisical, haphazard, 
lax, slack, slovenly, informal slap-happy, Bnt infor- 
mal shambolic © sloppy T-shirts, baggy, loose- 
fitting, loose, generously cut; shapeless, sack- 
like. oversized ©si oppy letters sentimental, 
mawkish, cloying, slushy, saccharine, sugary, 
syrupy, romantic, hearts-and-flowers, informal 
schmaltzy, lovey-dovey, Bnt infernal soppy, N. 
Amer informal comball, sappy, hokey, three- 
hankie 

Slosh ► verb © beer sloshed over the side of the 
gloss spill, slop, splash, flow, overflow ©work- 
ers sloshed round in boots ■ splash, swash, 
squelch, wade, informal splosh ©she sloshed more 
wine into her gloss pour, slop, splash Q (Brit in- 
formal) Gary sloshed him See hit verb sense 1 

slot ► noun ©he slid a com into the slot aper 
ture, slit, crack, hole, opening, ©a mid- 
morning slot spot, time, period, niche, space, in- 
formal window 

► verb he slotted a cassette into the machine: insert, 
put, place, slide, slip. 

■loth ► noun laziness, idleness, indolence, 
slothfiilness. inactivity, inertia, sluggishness, 
shifflessness. apathy, accidie, listlessness, lassi- 
tude, lethargy, languor, torpidity, poetic/ library 
hebetude 

-opposites industnousness 

Slothful ►adjective lazy, idle, indolent, work- 
shy, inactive, sluggish, apathetic, lethargic, list- 
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less, languid, torpid, informal bone idle, archaic 
otiose 

Slouch ►verb slump, hunch, loll, droop 

slovenly ►adjective ©his slovenly appearance 
scruffy, untidy, messy, unkempt, ill-groomed, 
slatternly, dishevelled, bedraggled, tousled, 
rumpled, frowzy, informal slobbish, slobby, N 
Amer informal raggedy, raunchy 0 his work is slov- 
enly careless, slapdash, sloppy, slipshod, hap- 
hazard. hit-or-nnss, untidy, messy, negligent, 
lax, lackadaisical, slack, informal slap-happy 
-opposites tidy, caieful 

Slow ►adjective Q their slow walk home unhur 
ried, leisurely, steady, sedate, slow-moving, 
plodding, dawdling, sluggish, sluggardly ©a 
slow process long-drawn-out, time-consuming, 
lengthy, protracted, prolonged, gradual Qhe 
can he so slow obtuse, stupid, unperceptive, in- 
sensitive, bovine, stolid, slow-witted, dull- 
witted. unintelligent, doltish, witless, informal 
dense, dim, dim-witted, thick, slow on the up- 
take, dumb, dopey, boneheaded, Bnt informal 
dozy, N Amer informal chowderheaded ©they 
were sUrw to voice their opinions reluctant, un- 
willing, disinclined, loath, hesitant, afraid, 
chary, shy ©the slow season sluggish, slack, 
quiet, inactive, flat, depressed, stagnant, dead 
slow narrative dull, boring, uninteresting, 
unexciting, uneventful, tedious, tiresome, 
wearisome, monotonous, dreary, lacklustre 
-opposites fast 

► verb O the traffic forced him to slow down reduce 
speed, go slower, decelerate, brake ©you need 
to slow down take it easy, relax, ease up/ofl, 
take a break, slack off, let up, N Amer informal 
chill out, hang loose ©this would slow r down eco- 
nomic growth hold back, up, delay, retard, set 
back, restrict, check, curb, inhibit, impede, ob- 
struct, hinder, hamper, archaic stay 
-opposites accelerate 

Slowly ►adverb ©Rose walked off slowly at a 
slow pace, without hurrying, unhurriedly, 
steadily, at a leisurely pace, at a snail’s pace. 
Music adagio, lento, largo 0 her health is improv- 
ing slowly gradually, bit by bit, little by little, 
slowly but surely, step by step 
-opposites quickly 

sludge ►noun mud, muck, mire, ooze, silt, al- 
luvium, informal gunk, cmd, gloop, gook, goo, 
Bnt informal gunge, grot, N Amer informal guck, 
glop 

sluggish adjective ©Alex felt tired and slug- 
gish lethargic, listless, lacking in energy, life- 
less, inert, inactive, slow, torpid, languid, apa- 
thetic, weary, tired, fatigued, sleepy, drowsy, 
enervated, lazy, idle, indolent, slothful, slug- 
gardly. Medicine asthenic, N Amer logy, informal 
dozy, dopey ©the economy is sluggish inactive, 
quiet, slow, slack, flat, depressed, stagnant 
-opposites vigorous. 

SluiCO ►verb Q crews sluiced down the decks 
wash (down), rinse, clean, cleanse ©the water 
sluiced out ■ pour, flow, run, gush, stream, 
course, flood, surge, spill 

Slum ►noun hovel, (slums) ghetto, shanty 
town. 

Slumber (poetic/ literary) ► verb the child slumbered 
fitfully. See sleep verb 

► noun on uneasy slumber See sleep noun 


Slummy ►adjective seedy, insalubrious, 
squalid, sleazy, mn down, down at heel, 
shabby, dilapidated, informal scruffy, skanky, Bnt 
informal grotty, N Amer informal shacky 
-opposites upmarket 

Slump ►verb Qhe slumped into a chair sit heav 
ily, flop, flump, collapse, sink, fall, informal 
plonk oneself © houses prices slumped fall 
steeply, plummet, tumble, drop, go down, mfor 
mal crash, nosedive © reading standards have 
slumped decline, deteriorate, degenerate, 
worsen, slip, go downhill 

► noun ©a slump in profits steep fall, drop, tum- 
ble, downturn, downswing, slide, decline, de- 
crease, informal nosedive ©an economic slump 
recession, economic decline, depression, slow- 
down. stagnation 

-opposites nse, boom 

slur ►verb she was slurring her words mumble, 
speak unclearly, garble 

► noun a gross slur insult, slight, slander, slander- 
ous statement, aspersion, smear, allegation 

slush ►noun Qhe wiped the slush off his shoes 
melting snow, wet snow, mush, sludge © (infor- 
mal) the slush of romantic films sentimentality, 
mawkishness, sentimentalism, informal schmaltz, 
mush, slushiness, commess, Bnt informal soppi- 
ness, N Amer informal sappiness, hokeyness 

slut ► noun promiscuous woman, prostitute, 
whore, informal tart, floozie, pro, Bnt informal 
scrubber, slag, slapper, N Amer informal tramp, 
hooker, hustler, roundheel, dated scarlet 
woman, loose woman, hussy, trollop, archaic 
harlot, strumpet, wanton 

sly ► adjective ©she's rather sly cunning, crafty, 
clever, wily, artful, guileful, tncky, scheming, 
devious, deceitful, duplicitous, dishonest, 
underhand, sneaky, archaic subtle ©a sly gnn 
roguish, mischievous, impish, playful, wicked, 
aich, knowing ©she took a sly stp of water sur 
reptitious, furtive, stealthy, covert 

■ on the sly in secret, seuetly, furtively, sur- 
reptitiously. covertly, clandestinely, on the 
quiet, behind someone’s back 

smack 1 ►noun ©she gave htm a smack slap, 
clout, cuff, blow, spank, rap, swat, crack, 
thump, punch, informal whack, thwack, clip, 
biff, wallop, swipe, bop, belt, bash, sock ©the 
parcel landed with a smack bang, crash, crack, 
thud, thump © (informal) u smock on the lips kiss, 
peck, informal smacker 

► verb ©he tried to smack her slap, hit, strike, 
spank, cuff, clout, thump, punch, swat, box 
someone’s ears, informal whack, clip, wallop, 
biff, swipe, bop, belt, bash, sock, Scottish & N 
English informal skelp, N Amer informal boff, slug, 
bust ©the waiter smacked a plate down: bang, 
slam, crash, thump, sling, fling, informal plonk. 

N Amer informal plunk. 

► adverb (informal) smack in the middle exactly, pre- 
cisely, straight, nght, directly, squarely, dead, 
plumb, point-blank, informal slap, bang, N Amer 
informal smack dab 

Smack 2 ►noun ©the beer has a smack of hops 
taste, flavour, savour © a smack of bitterness in 
his words : trace, tinge, touch, suggestion, hint, 
overtone, suspicion, whisper. 

■ smack of © the tea smacked of tannin : taste 
of, have the flavour of. Qthe plan smacked of 
self-promotion, suggest, hint at, have overtones 
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of, give the impression of, have the stamp of, 
seem like, smell of. reek of 

Small ► adjective Qa small flat little, compact, 
bijou, tiny, miniature, mini, minute, micro- 
scopic. minuscule, toy, baby, poky, cramped, 
boxy, Scottish wee, informal tiddly, teeny, teensy, 
itsy-bitsy, itty-bitty, pocket-sized, half-pint, 
dinky, lckle, Bnt informal titchy, N Amer informal 
little-bitty Qa very small man short, little, pe- 
tite. diminutive, elfin, tiny, puny, undersized, 
stunted, dwarfish, midget, pygmy, Lilliputian, 
Scottish wee. informal teeny, pint-sized Qa few 
small changes slight, minor, unimportant, trifl- 
ing, trivial, insignificant, inconsequential, neg- 
ligible. nugatory, infinitesimal, informal minus- 
cule, piffling, piddling 0 small helpings inad 
equate, meagre, insufficient, ungenerous, infor- 
mal measly, stingy, mingy, pathetic Qthey 
made him feel small foolish, stupid, insignifi- 
cant, unimportant, embarrassed, humiliated, 
uncomfortable, mortified, ashamed, crushed 
Qa small farmer small-scale, small-time, mod- 
est, unpietentious, humble 
-related TERMS micro-, mini-, nano- 
— opposites big, tall, major, ample, substantial 
Small Change ► noun coins, change, cop- 
pers, silver, cash, specie 

small-minded * adjective narrow-minded. 
petty, mean-spirited, uncharitable, close- 
mmded, short-sighted, myopic, blinkered, 
mward-looking, unimaginative, parochial, pro- 
vincial, insular, small-town, intolerant, illib- 
eral, conservative, hidebound, dyed-in-the-wool, 
set in one's ways, inflexible, prejudiced, bigot- 
ed. Bnt parish-pump, blimpish 
-opposites tolerant 

small-time ► adjective minor, small-scale, 
petty, unimportant, insignificant, inconsequen- 
tial, N Amer minor-league, informal penny-ante, 
piddling, N Amer informal two-bit, bush-league, 
picayune 

-opposites major 

Smarmy ► adjective ( informal ) unctuous, ingrati- 
ating, slick, oily, greasy, obsequious, sycophan- 
tic, fawning, informal slimy, sucky 
Smart ►adjective ©you look very smart well 
dressed, stylish, chic, fashionable, modish, ele- 
gant, neat, spruce, trim, dapper, N Amer tng, in - 
formal snazzy, natty, snappy, sharp, cool, N Amer 
informal sassy, spifty. fly. kicky 0 u smart restaur- 
ant fashionable, stylish, high-class, exclusive, 
chic, fancy, Bnt upmarket, N Amer high-toned, 
informal trendy, posh, ritzy, plush, classy, 
swanky, glitzy, Bnt informal swish, N Amer informal 
swank Q (informal) he’s the smart one. clever, 
bright, intelligent, sharp-witted, quick-witted, 
shrewd, astute, able, perceptive, percipient, in- 
formal brainy, savvy, quick on the uptake ©a 
smart pace brisk, quick, fast, rapid, swift, live- 
ly, spanking, energetic, vigorous, informal 
snappy, cracking 0 a smart blow on the snout 
sharp, severe, forceful, violent 
-opposites untidy, downmarket, stupid, slow, 
gentle 

► verb Qher eyes were smarting * sting, bum, tin- 
gle. prickle; hurt, ache, ©she smarted at the ac- 
cusations feel annoyed, feel upset, take of- 
fence, feel aggrieved, feel indignant, be put 
out, feel hurt 

■ look smart {Bnt) be quick, hurry up, speed 
up, informal make it snappy, get cracking, get 


moving, step on it. Bnt informal get one’s skates 
on. stir one’s stumps, N Amer informal get a wig- 
gle on 

Smarten ► verb spruce up. clean up, tidy up, 
neaten, tidy, groom, freshen, preen, pnmp, 
beautify, redecorate, refurbish, modernize, infor- 
mal do up, titivate, doll up, Bnt informal tart up, 
posh up, N Amer informal gussy up 

smash ►verb Qhe smashed a window* break, 
shatter, splinter, crack, shiver, informal bust 
©she's smashed the car crash, wreck, Bnt wnte 
off, Bnt informal prang, N Amer informal total 
©they smashed into a wall crash into, collide 
with, hit, stnke. ram, smack into, slam into, 
plough into, run into, bump into, N Amer im- 
pact O Don smashed him over the head hit, 
stnke, thump, punch, smack, informal whack, 
bash, biff, bop, clout, wallop, crown, Bnt informal 
slosh, dot, N Amer informal slug Qhe smashed 
their hopes of glory destroy, wreck, ruin, shat- 
ter. dash, crush, devastate, demolish, overturn, 
scotch, informal put the kibosh on, do for, put 
paid to, queer, Bnt informal scupper 

► noun © the smash of glass breaking, shattering, 
crash ©a motorway smash crash, collision, ac- 
cident, bump. Bnt RTA, N Amer wreck, informal 
pile-up, smash-up, Bnt informal prang, shunt 
© (informal) a box-office smash success, sensa- 
tion, sell-out. tnumph, informal (smash) hit, win- 
ner. crowd-puller, knockout, wow, biggie 

smashing ► adjective ( Bnt informal) See marvel 
lous sense 2 

Smattering ► noun bit, little, modicum, 
touch, soup^on, nodding acquaintance, rudi- 
ments, basics, informal smidgen, smidge, tad 

smear ►verb Qthe table was smeared with 
grease streak, smudge, mark, soil, dirty, informal 
splotch, splodge, poetic/ literary besmear © smear 
the meat with olive oil cover, coat, grease, poetic / 
Irterary bedaub © she smeared sunblock on her skin 
spread, rub, daub, slap, slather, smother, plas- 
ter. cieam, slick, apply, poetic, /literary besmeai 
Othey are trying to smear our reputation sully, 
tarnish, blacken, drag through the mud, taint, 
damage, defame, discredit, malign, slander, 
libel, N Amer slur, informal do a hatchet job on, 
formal calumniate, poetic/ literary besmirch 

► noun Q smears of blood streak, smudge, daub, 
dab. spot, patch, blotch, mark, informal splotch, 
splodge Qpr ess smears about his closest aides 
false accusation, lie, untruth, slur, slander, 
libel, defamation, calumny 

Smell ► noun the smdl oj the kitchen odour, 
aroma, fragrance, scent, perfume, redolence, 
bouquet, nose, stench, stink, reek. Bnt informal 
pong, niff', whiff, hum, Scottish informal guff, N 
Amer informal funk, poetic/ literary miasma. 

-RELATED TERMS OSmiC, olfactory 

► verb O he smelled her perfume scent, get a sniff 
of, detect Qthe dogs smelled each other sniff, 
nose Qthe cellar smells stink, reek, have a bad 
smell, Bnt informal pong, hum, niff, whiff ©it 
smells like a hoax to me smack of. have the hall- 
marks of, seem like, have the air of. suggest 

smelly ► adjective foul-smelling, stinking, 
reeking, fetid, malodorous, pungent, rank, nox- 
ious; off. gamy, high, musty, fusty; informal 
stinky, Bnt informal pongy, whifly, humming; N 
Amer informal funky, poetic/ literary miasmic, noi- 
some 
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smile ► verb he smiled at her • beam, gnn (from 
ear to ear), dimple, twinkle, smirk, simper, 
leer 

-opposites frown 

► noun the smile on her face beam, gnn, twinkle, 
smirk, simper, leer 

•mirk ► vtrb smile smugly, simper, snigger, 
leer 

smlttsn ►adjective ©he was smitten with chol- 
era: struck down, laid low, suffenng, affected, 
afflicted, plagued, stncken © Jane's smitten with 
you. infatuated, besotted, in love, obsessed, 
head over heels, enamoured of, attracted to, 
taken with, captivated, enchanted, under 
someone’s spell, informal bowled over, swept off 
one’s feet, crazy about, mad about, keen on, 
gone on, sweet on, Bnt informal potty about 

smog ►noun fog, haze, fumes, smoke, pollu- 
tion, Bnt informal pea-souper 

Smoko ► verb O the fire was smoking smoulder, 
emit smoke, archaic reek ©he smoked his cigar- 
ette * puff on, draw on, pull on, inhale, light, in- 
formal drag on. ©they smoke their salmon cure, 
preserve, dry 

► noun the smoke from the bonfire fumes, exhaust, 
gas, vapour, smog 

Smoky ► adjectivt Q the smoky atmosphere 
smoke-filled, sooty, smoggy, hazy, foggy, 
murky, thick; Bnt informal fuggy ©her smoky 
eyes, grey, sooty, dark, black. 

Smooth ►adjective Qthe smooth flat rocks even, 
level, flat, plane, unwnnkled, featureless, 
glassy, glossy, silky, polished ©his face was 
smooth clean-shaven, hairless ©a smooth 
sauce creamy, velvety, blended ©a smooth sea 
calm, still, tranquil, undisturbed, unruffled, 
even, flat, waveless, like a millpond ©the 
smooth running of the equipment * steady, regular, 
uninterrupted, unbroken, fluid, fluent, straight- 
forward. easy, effortless, trouble-free ©a 
smooth wine mellow, mild, agreeable, pleasant 
©the smooth tone of the clarinet dulcet, soft, 
soothing, mellow, sweet, silveiy, honeyed, mel- 
lifluous, melodious, lilting, lyncal, harmonious 
©a smooth, confident man suave, urbane, so- 
phisticated, polished, debonair, courteous, gra- 
cious, glib, slick, ingratiating, unctuous, informal 
smarmy 

-opposites uneven, rough, hairy, lumpy, ir- 
regular, raucous, gauche 

► vtrb ©she smoothed the soil flatten, level (out/ 
off), even out/off, press, roll, steamroll, iron, 
plane ©a plan to smooth the way for the agree- 
ment. ease, facilitate, clear the way for, pave 
the way for, expedite, assist, aid, help, oil the 
wheels of, lubricate 

smoothly ► tdvtrb Qher hair was combed 
smoothly back: evenly, level, flat, flush, ©the 
door dosed smoothly : fluidly, fluently, steadily, 
fhctionlessly, easily; quietly © the plan had gone 
smoothly: without a hitch, Uke clockwork, with- 
out difficulty, easily, effortlessly, according to 
plan, swimmingly, satisfactorily, very well; infor- 
mal like a dream. 

smooth-talking ► adjtctivt ( informal ) persua- 
sive. glib, plausible, silvertongued, slick, elo- 
quent. fast-talking; ingratiating, flattering, unc- 
tuous. obsequious, sycophantic; informal 
smarmy. 

-opposites blunt. 


smother ►vtrb ©she tried to smother her baby 
suffocate, asphyxiate, stifle, choke, ©we 
smothered the flames • extinguish, put out, snuff 
out, dampen, douse, stamp out. choke ©we 
smothered ourselves with suncream smear, daub, 
spread, cover, poetic /literary besmear, bedaub 
© their granny always smothers them overwhelm, 
inundate, envelop, cocoon, Bnt wrap someone 
in cotton wool ©she smothered a sigh stifle, 
muffle, strangle, repress, suppress, hold back, 
fight back, bite back, swallow, contain, bottle 
up, conceal, hide, bite one’s lip, informal keep a/ 
the lid on 

smoulder ►verb ©the bonfire still smouldered 
smoke, glow, bum, archaic reek ©she was smoul- 
dering with resentment seethe, boil, fume, bum, 
simmer, be boiling over, be beside oneself, infor- 
mal be livid 

smudge ►noun a smudge of blood streak, 
smear, mark, stain, blotch, stripe, blob, dab, in- 
formal splotch, splodge 

► verb © her face was smudged with dust streak, 
mark, dirty, soil, blotch, blacken, smear, blot, 
daub, stain, informal splotch, splodge, poetic /literary 
bedaub, besmirch ©she smudged her make-up 
smear, streak, mess up 

smug ►adjective self-satisfied, self-congratulat- 
ory, complacent, superior, pleased with one- 
self, self-approving, Bnt informal like the cat that 
got the cream, I’m-all-nght-Jack 
smuggle ► verb import/export illegally, traf- 
fic in. run 

smuggler ► noun contrabandist, runner, 
courier, informal mule, moonshiner 
smutty ►adjective vulgar, rude, crude, dirty, 
filthy, salacious, coarse, obscene, lewd, porno- 
graphic, X-rated, risque, racy, earthy, bawdy, 
suggestive, naughty, nbald, off colour, informal 
blue, raunchy; Bnt informal near the knuckle, 
saucy, N Amer informal gamy, euphemistic adult 
Snack ► noun she made herself a snack light 
meal, sandwich, treat, refreshments, nibbles, 
titbit(s). informal bite (to eat). Bnt informal elev- 
enses 

► verb don’t snack on sugary foods eat between 
meals, nibble, munch, informal graze 

Snaffle ► verb (informal) See steal verb sense 1 
snag ► noun © the snag is that this might affect in- 
flation complication, difficulty, catch, hitch, 
obstacle, stumbling block, pitfall, problem, im- 
pediment, hindrance, inconvenience, setback, 
hurdle, disadvantage, downside, drawback 
©smooth rails with no snags sharp projection, 
jag, thorn, spur © a snag in her tights tear, np, 
hole, gash, slash, ladder, run 

► verb ©she snagged her tights, tear, np, ladder 
©the zip snagged on the fabric catch, get 
caught, hook 

Snake ► noun the snake shed its skin, poetic/ literary 
serpent. Zoology ophidian; Austral /NZ rhyming slang 
Joe Blake See list 

-related terms colubrine, serpentine. 

► verb the rood snakes inland twist, wind, me- 
ander, zigzag, curve. 

ssnaka In the grass traitor, turncoat, be- 
trayer, informer, back-stabber, double-crosser, 
quisling, Judas, fraudster, tnckster, charlatan, 
informal two-timer, rat. 

snap ► verb © the ruler snapped: break, fracture, 
splinter, come apart, split, crack, informal bust. 
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Snakes 


adder 

hognose snake 

Aesculaplan snake 

horned snake 

anaconda 

indigo snake 

asp 

keelback 

bandy-bandy 

king cobra 

black mamba 

krait 

blind snake 

mamba 

boa 

massasauga 

boa constrictor 

milk snake 

boomslang 

night adder 

brown snake 

pine snake 

bull snake 

pipe snake 

bushmaster 

pit viper 

carpet python 

puff adder 

carpet snake 

python 

cerastes 

racer 

coachwhip 

rat snake 

cobra 

rattlesnake 

colubrid 

reticulated python 

constrictor 

rinkhals 

copperhead 

rock python 

coral snake 

rubber boa 

cornsnake 

Russell’s viper 

cottonmouth 

sea krait 

death adder 

sea snake 

diamondback 

5hieldtail snake 

(rattlesnake) 

sidewinder 

diamond python 

skaapsteker 

dugite 

smooth snake 

egg-eating snake 

spitting cobra 

Egyptian cobra 

swamp snake 

false coral snake 

taipan 

fer de lance 

tiger snake 

file snake 

tree snake 

flowerpot snake 

viper 

flying snake 

wart snake 

Gaboon viper 

water moccasin 

garter snake 

water snake 

gopher snake 

whip snake 

grass snake 

wolf snake 

green snake 

woma 

hamadryad 

worm snake 


highland moccasin 

©she snapped after years of violence flare up, 
lose one’s self-control, freak out, go to pieces, 
get worked up, informal ciack up, lose one’s 
cool, blow one’s top, fly off the handle. Bnt in- 
formal throw a wobbly ©a dog was snapping at 
his heels bite, gnash its teeth ©'Shut up r Anna 
snapped say roughly, say brusquely, say ab- 
ruptly, say angrily, bark, snarl, growl, retort, 
rejoin, retaliate, round on someone, informal 
jump down someone’s throat 0 photographers 
snapped the royals photograph, picture, take, 
shoot, film, capture. 

► noun ©she closed her purse with a snap click, 
crack, pop ©a cold snap period, spell, time, 
interval, stretch. Bnt informal patch 0 {informal) 
holiday snaps' photograph, picture, photo, shot, 
snapshot, pnnt, slide, frame, still; Bnt enpnnt 

■ snap out of It ( informal) recover, get a grip, 
pull oneself together, get over it, get better, 
cheer up, perk up; informal buck up 

■ snap something up buy eagerly, accept 
eagerly, jump at, take advantage of. grab, seize 
(on), grasp with both hands, pounce on 

■nappy ► •djectfva {informal) Qa snappy mood * ir 
ritable, irascible, short-tempered, quick-tem- 


pered, hot-tempered, snappish, fiery, touchy, 
volatile, cross, crabby, crotchety, cantankerous, 
grumpy, bad-tempered, testy, tetchy, informal 
chippy, grouchy, cranky, on a short fuse, Bnt in- 
formal narky, ratty, eggy, like a bear with a sore 
head. N Amer informal soreheaded ©a snappy 
catchphrase concise, succinct, memorable, 
catchy, neat, clever, cnsp, pithy, witty, incisive, 
bnef, short ©a snappy dresser smart, fashion- 
able, stylish, chic, modish, elegant, neat, 
spruce, tnm. dapper; informal snazzy, natty, 
sharp, nifty, cool, N Amer mfomial sassy, spiffy, 
fly 

-opposites peaceable, long-winded, slovenly 
■ make It snappy hurry (up), be quick (about 
it), get a move on. look lively, speed up, informal 
get cracking, step on it. move it, buck up. 
shake a leg. Bnt informal get your skates on, N 
Amer informal get a wiggle on. dated make haste 

snare ► noun Qthe hare was caught in a snare 
trap, gin, net, noose ©avoid the snares of the 
new law pitfall, trap, catch, danger, hazard, 
peril, web, mesh, poetic /literary toils 

► verb ©game birds were snared trap, catch, net, 
bag, ensnare, entrap ©he managed to snare an 
heiress ensnare, catch, get hold of, bag. hook, 
land 

snarl 1 ►verb ©the wolves are snarling growl, 
gnash one’s teeth Q'Shut it’’ he snarled say 
roughly, say brusquely say nastily, bark, snap, 
growl, informal jump down someone’s throat 

Snarl 2 ► verb © the rope got snarleu up in a bush 
tangle, entangle, entwine, enmesh, ravel, 
knot, foul © this case has snarled up the court pro- 
cess complicate, confuse, muddle, jumble. Infor- 
mal mess up 

snarl-up ►noun ( mfomnal) ©a snarl-up in Edin- 
burgh traffic jam. tailback, gridlock ©a snarl- 
up in terminology muddle, mess, tangle, jumble, 
misunderstanding, misinterpretation, miscon 
ception, confusion, mistake, mix-up. bungle, in- 
formal hash, foul-up, screw-up. N Amer informal 
snafu 

snatch ►verb ©she snatched the sandwich grab, 
seize, take hold of, get one’s hands on. take, 
pluck, grasp at. clutch at Q(infomral) someone 
snutihed my bag See steal verb sense 1 0 {infor- 
mal) she snatched the newborn from the hospital See 
abduct ©he snatched victory seize, pluck, 
wrest, achieve, secure, obtain, scrape 

► noun QbneJ snatches of sleep period, spell, time, 
fit, bout, interval, stretch ©a snatch of conversa- 
tion fragment, snippet, bit, scrap, part, ex- 
tract, excerpt, portion 

snazzy ► adjective ( informal) See stylish 

snoak ►verb QI sneaked out creep, slink, 
steal, slip, slide, sidle, edge, move furtively, tip- 
toe, pussyfoot, pad, prowl ©she sneaked a cam- 
era in bring/take surreptitiously, bnng/take 
secretly, bnng/take illicitly, smuggle, spint. 
slip ©he sneaked a doughnut take furtively, 
take surreptitiously, steal; informal snatch ©(flflf 
informal) the little squirt sneaked on me * inform, tell 
tales, report, give someone away, be disloyal, 
sell out, stab in the back, informal squeal, rat, 
blow the whistle, peach, snitch, stitch up; Brit 
informal grass, split, shop, Scottish informal clype; N 
Amer informal finger, Austral INZ informal dob. 

► noun {Bnt informal) Ethel was the class sneak, in- 
former, traitor, informal snitch, squealer, rat, 
whistle-blower, Bnt informal grass, Scottish informal 
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clype, N Amer informal fink, Austral /NZ informal 
dobber 

► adjective a sneak preview furtive, secret, 
stealthy, sly, surreptitious, clandestine, covert, 
private, quick 

Sneaking ► adjective Qshe had a sneaking ad - 
miration for him secret, private, hidden, con- 
cealed. unvoiced, undisclosed, undeclared, un- 
avowed. ©a sneaking feeling niggling, nagging, 
lurking, insidious, lingering, gnawing, persist- 
ent 

Sneaky ► adjective SLY, crafty, cunning, wily, 
artful, scheming, devious, guileful, deceitful, 
duplicitous, underhand, unscrupulous, furtive, 
secretive, secret, stealthy, surreptitious, clan- 
destine, covert, informal foxy, shifty, dirty 
-opposites honest 

Sneer ►noun Qshe had a sneer on her face 
smirk, curl of the lip, disparaging smile, con- 
temptuous smile, cruel smile ©the sneers of 
others jibe, baib, jeer, taunt, insult, slight, af- 
front, slur, informal dig 

► verb O he looked at me and sneered smirk, curl 
one’s lip, smile disparagingly, smile contemp- 
tuously, smile cruelly ©it is easy to sneer at 
them scoff at. scorn, disdain, mock, jeer at, 
hold m contempt, ridicule, dende, insult, 
slight; N Amer slur 

Snicker ► verb they all snickered at her snigger. 
titter, giggle, chortle, simper 

► noun he could not suppress a snicker snigger, tit- 
ter. giggle, chortle, simper 

Snide ►adjective disparaging, derogatoiy. dep- 
recating, demgratory, insulting, contemptuous, 
mocking, taunting, sneering, scornful, derisive, 
sarcastic, spiteful, nasty, mean, Bnt informal 
sarky 

sniff ► verb ©she sniffed and blew her nose in 
hale, breathe in. snuffle ©Tom sniffed the fruit 
smell, scent, get a whiff of 

► noun Qshe gave a loud sniff snuffle, inhalation 
©a sniff of fresh air smell, scent, whiff, lungfuj 
Q{mforma[) the first sniff of trouble indication, 
hint, whiff, inkling, suggestion, whisper, trace, 
sign, suspicion 

■ sniff at scorn, disdain, hold in contempt, 
look down one’s nose at, treat as infenor, look 
down on, sneer at, scoff at, informal turn one’s 
nose up at 

■ sniff something out ( informal ) detect, find, 
discover, bring to light, track down, dig up, 
hunt out, ferret out, root out, uncover, un- 
earth. run to earth/ground 

Snigger ►verb they snigger at him behind his 
back snicker, titter, giggle, chortle, laugh, 
sneer, smirk 

► noun the joke got hardly a snigger snicker, titter, 
giggle, chortle, laugh, sneer, smirk. 

snip ►verb Qan usher snipped our tickets cut, 
clip, snick, slit, nick, notch © snip off the faded 
flowers cut off, tnm (off), clip, prune, chop off. 
lop (off), dock, crop, sever, detach, remove, 
take off 

► noun Qmake snips along the edge cut. slit, snick, 
nick, notch, incision © snips of wallpaper * 
scrap, snippet, cutting, shred, remnant, frag- 
ment. sliver, bit, piece. ©(Bnf informal ) the book 
was a snip See bargain noun sense 2 © (informal) 
the job was a snip. See cinch sense 1 


snippet ► noun piece, bit, scrap, fragment, par- 
ticle, shred, excerpt, extract 

Snivel ►verb Qhe slumped in a chair, snivelling 
sniffle, snuffle, whimper, whine, weep, cry. 
Scottish greet, informal blub, blubber, boohoo, Bnt 
informal gnzzle © don’t snivel about what you get 
complain, mutter, grumble, grouse, groan, 
carp, bleat, whine, informal gnpe, moan, grouch, 
beef, bellyache, whinge, sound off, Bnt informal 
create, N Amer informal kvetch 

snobbery ► noun affectation, pretension, 
pretentiousness, arrogance, haughtiness, airs 
and giaces, elitism, disdain, condescension, 
superciliousness, informal snootmess, uppitiness, 
Bnt informal side 

snobbish ►adjective elitist, snobby, superior, 
supercilious, arrogant, haughty, disdainful, 
condescending, pretentious, affected, informal 
snooty, uppity, high and mighty, la-di-da, 
stuck-up, hoity-toity, snotty. Bnt informal toffee- 
nosed 

Snoop ( informal) ►verb Q don't snoop into our af- 
fairs pry, inquire, be inquisitive, be curious, 
poke about/around, be a busybody, poke one’s 
nose into, interfere (m/with), meddle (m/with), 
intrude (on), informal be nosy. Austral I NZ informal 
stickybeak ©they snooped around the building in 
vestigate, explore, search, nose, have a good 
look, prowl around 

► noun Qhe went for a snoop around search, nose, 
look, prowl, ferret, poke, investigation © radio 
snoops See snooper 

snooper ► noun meddler, busybody, eaves- 
dropper, investigator, detective, informal nosy 
parker, Paul Pry, snoop, private eye, PI, sleuth, 
N Amer informal gumshoe. Austral /NZ informal 
stickybeak 

snooty ►adjective ( informal) arrogant, proud, 
haughty, conceited, aloof, superior, self- 
important. disdainful, supercilious, snobbish, 
snobby, patronizing, condescending, informal up- 
pity, high and mighty, la-di-da, stuck-up, hoity- 
toity, Bnt informal toffee-nosed 
-oppositfs modest 

Snooze ( informal) ► noun a good place for a snooze 
nap, doze, sleep, rest, siesta, catnap, informal 
forty winks, Bnt informal kip, poetic/ literary slum- 
ber 

► verb she gently snoozed nap, doze, sleep, rest, 
take a siesta, catnap, informal snatch forty winks, 
get some shut-eye, Bnt informal kip, get one’s 
head down, N Amer informal catch some Zs, 
poetic/ literary slumber 

Snout ►noun muzzle, nose, proboscis, trunk. 
Scottish & N English neb 

snow ► noun snowflakes, flakes, snowfall, 
snowstorm, blizzard, sleet, snowdrift, ava- 
lanche See list 

-related terms niveous, nival 


Types and Conditions of Snow 


breakable crust 
champagne powder 
com snow 
crust 
fim 

graupel 

n*v£ 


piste 

powder (snow) 

slush 

snow-ice 

spring snow 

windppck 

windsiab 
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Snub ► verb they snubbed their hosts rebuff. 
spurn, repulse, cold-shoulder, brush off, give 
the cold shoulder to. keep at arm’s length, cut 
(dead), ignore, insult, slight, affront, humiliate, 
informal freeze out, knock back, N Amer informal 
stiff 

► noun a very public snub rebuff, repulse, slap in 
the face, humiliation, insult, slight, affront, in 
formal brush-off, put-down 

Snuff ►verb extinguish, put out, douse, 
smother, choke, blow out. quench, stub our 

Snug ► adjective Q our tents were snug cosy, 
comfortable, warm, homely, welcoming, rest 
ful, reassuring, intimate, sheltered, secuie, infor- 
mal comfy ©a snug dress tight, skintight, 
close-fitting, figure-hugging, slinky 
-opposites bleak, loose 

Snuggle ►verb nestle, curl up, huddle (up), 
cuddle up, nuzzle, settle, N Amer snug down 

soak ►verb ©soaL the beans in water immerse, 
steep, submerge, submerse, dip, dunk, bathe, 
douse, marinate, souse © we got soaked outside 
drench, wet through, saturate, waterlog, del- 
uge, inundate, submerge, drown, swamp ©thi' 
sweat soaked through his clothes permeate, pene- 
trate, percolate, seep into, spread through, in- 
fuse, impregnate ©use towels to soak up the 
water absorb, suck up, blot (up), mop (up), 
sponge up. sop up 

Soaking ►adjective drenched, wet (through), 
soaked (through), sodden, soggy, waterlogged, 
satuiated, sopping wet, dripping wet. wringing 
wet 

-opposiies parched 

soar ►verb Qthe bird soared into the air fly. 
wing, ascend, climb, nse. take off, take flight 
©the gulls soared on the winds glide, plane, 
float, drift, wheel, hover Qthe cost of living 
soared increase, escalate, shoot up, rise, spual, 
informal go through the roof, skyrocket 
-opposites plummet 

sob ►verb weep, cry, shed tears, snivel, whim- 
per, howl, bawl, Scottish greet, mfomial blub, 
blubber, boohoo, Bnt informal grizzle 

sober ►adjective ©the driver was clearly sober 
not drunk, clear-headed, teetotal, abstinent, ab- 
stemious, dry, informal on the wagon ©a sober 
view of life serious, solemn, sensible, thought- 
ful, grave, sombre, staid, level-headed, busi- 
nesslike, down-to-earth, commonsensical, prag- 
matic, conservative, unemotional, dispassion- 
ate, objective, matter-of-fact, no-nonsense, ra- 
tional. logical, straightforward, Scottish douce 
Qu sober suit sombre, subdued, severe, con- 
ventional, traditional, quiet, drab, plain. 
-opposites drunk, frivolous, sensational, flam- 
boyant 

► verb ©I ought to sober up become sober; informal 
dry out ©hts expression sobered her make ser 
ious, subdue, calm down, quieten, steady, 
bring down to earth, make someone stop and 
think, give someone pause for thought 

sobriety ►noun Qshe noted his sobriety 
soberness, clear-headedness, abstinence, tee- 
totalism, non-indulgence, abstemiousness, tem- 
perance Qthe mayor is a model of sobriety’ ser 
iousness, solemnity, gravity, dignity, level- 
headedness. common sense, pragmatism, prac- 
ticality, self-control, self-restraint, conserva- 
tism. 


SO-called ►adjective inappropriately named. 
supposed, alleged, presumed, ostensible, re- 
puted. nominal, titular, self-styled, professed, 
would-be, self-appointed, soi-disant 

soccer ► noun Association Football. Bnt foot- 
ball See list 


World Cup Winners and Hosts 


DATE 

WINNER 

HOST NATION 

1930 

Uruguay 

Uruguay 

1934 

Italy 

Italy 

1938 

Italy 

France 

1950 

Uruguay 

Brazil 

1954 

West Germany 

Sweden 

1958 

Brazil 

Switzerland 

1962 

Brazil 

Chile 

1966 

England 

England 

1970 

Brazil 

Mexico 

1974 

West Germany 

West Germany 

1978 

Argentina 

Argentina 

1982 

Italy 

Spain 

1986 

Argentina 

Mexico 

1990 

West Germany 

Italy 

1994 

Brazil 

USA 

1998 

France 

France 

2002 

— 

South Korea and Japan 

2006 

— 

Germany 


sociable ► adjective friendly, affable, compan- 
ionable. gregarious, convivial, clubbable, amic- 
able. <ordul. warm, genial, communicative, 
lesponsive, forthcoming, open, outgoing, extro- 
vert, hail-fellow-well-met, appioachable, informal 
chummy, clubby. Bnt informal matey 
-opposites unfriendly 

Social ►adjective ©u major social problem com 
munal, community, collective, group, general, 
popular, civil, public, societal Qa social club 
recreational, leisuie, entertainment, amuse- 
ment ©a uniquely social animal gregarious. 
interactional, organized 
-opposites individual 

► noun the club has a social once a month party, 
gathering, function, get-together, celebration, 
reunion, jamboree, informal bash, shindig, do, 
Bnt informal rave-up, knees-up, beano, bunfight, 
jolly 

socialism ► noun leftism, Fabianism, labour- 
ism, welfarism, iadicalism, progiessivism, so- 
cial democracy, communism, Marxism, Lenin- 
ism, Maoism, histoncal Bolshevism 

socialist ► adjective the socialist movement left- 
wing. leftist. Labour, Labourite, labourist, Fa- 
bian, progiessive, reform, radical, revolution- 
ary, militant, red, communist, Marxist. Lenin- 
ist, Maoist, informal, derogatory lefty. Bolshie. Com- 
mie 

-opposites conservative 

► noun a well-known socialist ■ left-winger, leftist. 
Fabian. Labourite, labourist, progressive, pro- 
gressivist, reformer, radical, revolutionary, 
militant, red, communist. Marxist, Leninist, 
Maoist, informal, derogatory lefty. Bolshie, Commie 
-opposites conservative 

socialize ►verb interact, converse, be soci- 
able, mix. mingle, get together, meet, frater- 
nize, consort, entertain, go out; informal hobnob. 



society | solemn 


810 


society ► noun Qa danger to society the com 
munity, the (general) public, the people, the 
population, civilization, humankind, mankind, 
humanity ©an industrial society culture, com- 
munity, civilization, nation, population QLady 
Angela will help you enter society high society, po- 
lite society, the upper classes, the elite, the 
county set. the smart set, the beautiful people, 
the beau monde, the haut monde, informal the 
upper crust, the top drawer ©a local history so- 
ciety association, club, group, circle, fellow- 
ship. guild, lodge, fraternity, brotherhood, sis- 
terhood, soronty, league, union, alliance Qthe 
society of others company, companionship, fel- 
lowship. friendship, comradeship, camaraderie 

sodden ► adjective ©his clothes were sodden 
soaking, soaked (through), wet (through), sat- 
urated, drenched, sopping wet, wringing wet 
Q sodden fields waterlogged, soggy, saturated, 
boggy, swampv, miry, marshy, heavy, squelchy, 
soft 

—opposites and 

sofa ►noun settee, couch, divan, chaise 
longue, chesterfield, Bnt put-you-up, N Amer 
davenport, day bed 

Soft ►adjective Qsoft fruit mushy, squashy, 
pulpy, pappy, slushy, squelchy, squishy, 
doughy, informal gooey, Bnt informal squidgy 
Qsoft ground swampy, marshy, boggy, miry, 
oozy, heavy, squelchy ©a soft cushion 
squashy, spongy, compressible, supple, 
spnngy. pliable, pliant, resilient, malleable 
Qsoft fabric velvety, smooth, fleecy, downy, 
funy, silky, silken, satiny Qa soft wind gen 
tle, light, mild, moderate Qsoft light dim, low, 
faint, subdued, muted, mellow © soft colours 
pale, pastel, muted, understated, restrained, 
subdued, subtle Qsoft voices quiet, low. faint, 
muted, subdued, muffled, hushed, whispered, 
stifled, murmured, gentle, dulcet, indistinct, in 
audible Qsoft outlines blurred, vague, hazy, 
misty, foggy, nebulous, fuzzy, blurry, indis- 
tinct, unclear <D he seduced her with soft words 
kind, gentle, sympathetic, soothing, tender, 
sensitive, affectionate, loving, warm, sweet, 
sentimental, mushy, slushy, informal schmaltzy 
(Q she's too soft with het pupils lenient, easy- 
going, tolerant, forgiving, forbearing, indul- 
gent, clement, permissive, liberal, lax 
(Q {informal) he’s soft in the head foolish, stupid, 
simple, brainless, mindless, mad, scatter- 
brained, feather-brained, slow, weak, feeble, in- 
formal dopey, dippy, dotty, scatty, loopy. Bnt in- 
formal daft, Scottish & N English informal glaikit 
-opposites hard, firm, rough, strong, harsh, 
lund, stndent, sharp, strict, sensible 

SOften ► verb © he tried to soften the blow of new 
taxes alleviate, ease, relieve, soothe, take the 
edge off, assuage, cushion, moderate, mitigate, 
palliate, diminish, blunt, deaden. Qthe winds 
softened die down, abate, subside, moderate, let 
up, calm, diminish, slacken, weaken 
■ soften someone up charm, win over, per- 
suade, influence, weaken, disarm, sweeten, in- 
formal butter up, soft-soap 

soft-hearted ►adjective kind, kindly, tender- 
hearted, tender, gentle, sympathetic, compas- 
sionate, humane, generous, indulgent, lenient, 
merciful, benevolent. 


softly-softly ► adjective cautious, circum- 
spect, discreet, gentle, patient, tactful, diplo- 
matic 

soggy ► adjective mushy, squashy, pulpy, 
slushy, squelchy. squishy, swampy, marshy, 
boggy, miry, soaking, soaked through, wet, sat- 
urated, drenched. Bnt informal squidgy 

soil 1 ► noun ©and soil earth, loam, dirt, clay, 
sod. turf, ground Q British soil territory, land, 
domain, dominion, region, country 

soil 2 ► verb ©he soiled his tie dirty, stain, 
splash, spot, spatter, splatter, smear, smudge, 
sully, spoil, foul, informal muck up, poetic/ literary 
begnme Qour reputation is being soiled dishon 
our, damage, sully, stain, blacken, tarnish, 
taint, blemish, defile, blot, smear, drag through 
the mud, poetic /literary besmirch 

SOjoum ( formal) ► noun a sojourn in brance stay, 
visit, stop, stopover, holiday, vacation 

► verb they sojourned in the monastery stay, live, 
put up, stop (ovei), lodge, room, board, holi- 
day, vacation 

Solace ► noun they found solace in each other 
comfort, consolation, cheer, support, relief 

► verb she was solaced with tea and sympathy com 
fort, console, cheer, support, soothe, calm 

soldier ►noun fighter, trooper, serviceman, 
servicewoman, warrior, US GI. Bnt informal 
squaddie, archaic man-at-arms See lists here and 
at commander and rank 
■ soldier on ( informal) See persevere 


Types of Soldier 


Anzac 

gunner 

point man 

cadet 

haviidar 

private 

carabineer 

hussar 

ranger 

cavalryman 

infantryman 

ranker 

centurion 

kern 

rapparee 

chasseur 

lancer 

recruit 

conscript 

landsknecht 

redcoat 

cuirassier 

legionnaire 

regular 

desert rat 

legionary 

rifleman 

dragoon 

man-at-arms 

sabreur 

evzone 

marine 

scout 

fensible 

mercenary 

sapper 

foot soldier 

musketeer 

sentry 

fugleman 

NCO 

sepoy 

fusilier 

officer 

spearman 

GI 

orderly 

Territorial 

grenadier 

paratrooper 

trooper 

guardsman 

partisan 


guerrilla 

pistoleer 



sole ►adjective only, one (and only), single, 
solitary, lone, unique, exclusive 

solecism ►noun Qa poem marred by solecisms 
(grammatical) mistake, error, blunder, informal 
howler, blooper, Bnt informal boob Qit would 
have been a solecism to answer ■ faux pas, gaffe, 
impropriety, social indiscretion, infelicity, slip, 
error, blunder, lapse, informal slip-up, boo-boo, 
Bnt mfonnal boob, clanger, bloomer, N Amer infor- 
mal goof, blooper. 

solely ►adverb only, simply, just, merely, 
uniquely, exclusively, entirely, wholly, alone 
Solemn ► adjective ©a solemn occasion * digni 
fied, ceremonious, ceremonial, stately, formal, 
courtly, majestic, imposing, awe-inspinng. 
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splendid, magnificent, grand ©he looked very 
solemn serious, grave, sober, sombre, unsmil- 
ing, stem, gnm, dour, humourless, pensive, 
meditative ©a solemn promise sincere, earn- 
est, honest, genuine, firm, heartfelt, whole 
hearted, sworn 

-opposites frivolous, light-hearted, insincere 

Solemnize ►verb perform, celebrate, formal 
lze, officiate at 

Solicit ►verb ©Phil tried to soltat his help ask 
for, request, seek, apply for, put in for, call 
for, press for, beg. plead for, dated crave © they 
are solicited for their opinions ask, beg, implore, 
plead with, entreat, appeal to, lobby, petition, 
importune supplicate, call on, press, poetic / 
literary beseech ©the girls gathered to soltat 
work as a prostitute, make sexual advances, 
tout (for business), N Amer informal hustle 

Solicitor ► noun (Brit ) lawyer, legal representa- 
tive. legal practitioner, notary (public), advo- 
cate, attorney, Bnt articled clerk, Scottish law 
agent, inform it brief 

solicitous ►adjective concerned, caring, con- 
siderate, attentive, mindful, thoughtful inter- 
ested, anxious, worried 

Solid ►adjective ©the ice cream was solid hard, 
rock-hard, rigid, film, solidified, set, fiozen, 
concrete ©solid gold pure. 24-carat, unalloyed, 
unadulterated, genuine ©a solid line continu 
ous, uninterrupted, unbroken, non-stop, undiv- 
ided O solid houses well built, sound, substan 
tial. strong, sturdy, durable ©a sultd argument 
well founded, valid, sound, reasonable, logical, 
authoritative, convincing, cogent, plausible, 
credible, reliable Qa solid friendship depend 
able, reliable, firm, unshakeable, trustworthy, 
stable, steadfast, staunch, constant © solid at 
izens sensible, dependable, trustworthy, de- 
cent, law-abiding, upright, upstanding, worthy 
©the company is verv solid financially sound, 
secure, creditworthy, profit-making, solvent, in 
credit, in the black. Finance ungeared, 
unleveied ©solid support from their colleagues 
unanimous, united, consistent, undivided 
-opposiies liquid alloyed, broken, flimsy, un- 
tenable, unreliable 

solidarity ► noun unanimity, unity, like- 
mindedness, agreement, accord, harmony, con- 
sensus, concurrence, cooperation, cohesion, for 
mal concord 

solidify ► verb harden, set, freeze, thicken, 
stiffen, congeal, cake, dry, bake, ossify, fossil- 
ize, petrify 
-opposites liquefy 

soliloquy ► noun monologue, speech, address, 
lecture, oration, sermon, homily, aside 

solitary ►adjective ©a solitary life lonely, 
companionless, unaccompanied, by oneself, on 
one’s own, alone, friendless, antisocial, unsoci- 
able. withdrawn, reclusive, cloistered, hermitic, 
N Amer lonesome © solitary farmsteads isol 
ated, remote, lonely, out of the way. in the 
back of beyond, outlying, off the beaten track, 
godforsaken, obscure, inaccessible, cut-off, se- 
cluded. private, sequestered, desolate, N Amer 
m the backwoods; Austral /NZ in the backblocks, 
informal in the sticks, in the middle of nowhere, 
N Amer informal in the boondocks, Austral /NZ infor- 
mal beyond the black stump, poetic/ literary lone 


solemnize | sometime 

©a solitary piece of evidence single, lone, sole, 
unique, only, one, individual, odd 
-opposites sociable, accessible 

► noun he became a solitary recluse, loner, her- 
mit, histoncal anchonte. archaic eremite 

solitude ► noun ©she savoured her solitude 
loneliness, solitariness, isolation, seclusion, se 
questration, withdrawal, privacy, peace ©soli- 
tudes like the area around the loch wilderness, 
rural area, wilds, backwoods, desert, empti- 
ness. wasteland, Austral the bush, the outback, 
N Amer & Austral /NZ backcountiy, informal the 
sticks, N Amer informal the boondocks 
solo ► adjective a solo flight unaccompanied. 
single-handed, compamonless, unescorted, un- 
attended. unchaperoned, independent, solitary, 
alone, on one’s own. by oneself 
-opposites accompanied 

► adverb she sailed solo unaccompanied, alone, on 
one’s own, single-handed(ly), by oneself, un- 
escorted, unattended, unchaperoned, unaided, 
independently 

-opposites accompanied 
solution ►noun ©an easy solution to the prob- 
lem answer, lesult, resolution, way out, pana- 
cea. key, formula, explanation, interpretation 
©a solution of ammonia in water mixture, mix, 
blend, compound, suspension, tincture, infu- 
sion, emulsion 

solve ► verb resolve, answer, work out, find a 
solution to, find the key to, puzzle out, 
fathom, decipher, decode, clear up, straighten 
out, get to the bottom of, unravel, piece to- 
gether. explain, informal figure out. crack. Bnt in- 
formal suss out 

solvent ►adjective financially sound, debt- 
free. in the black, in credit, creditworthy, solid, 
secure. profit-making. Finance ungeared, 
unlevered 

Sombre ►adjective © sombre clothes dark, drab, 
dull, dingy, restrained, subdued, sober, funer- 
eal ©a sombre expression solemn, earnest, ser- 
ious, giave, sobei, unsmiling, stem, gnm, dour, 
humourless, gloomy, depressed, sad, melan- 
choly, dismal, doleful, mournful, lugubrious 
-opposites bright, cheerful 
Somebody ► noun she wanted to be a somebody 
important person, VIP. public figure, notable, 
dignitary, worthy, someone, (big/household) 
name, celebrity, star, superstar, grandee, lumi- 
nary, informal celeb, bigwig, big shot, big cheese, 
hotshot, megastar 
-opposites nonentity 

some day ► adverb sometime, one day, one of 
these (fine) days, at a future date, sooner or 
later, by and by, m due course, m the fullness 
of time, in the long run 
-opposites never 

somehow ►adverb by some means, by any 
means, in some way, one way or another, no 
matter how, by fair means or foul, by hook or 
by crook, come what may 
sometime ►adverb Ql’ll visit sometime some 
day, one day. one of these (fine) days, at a fu- 
ture date, sooner or later, by and by, in due 
course, m the fullness of time, in the long run 
©it happened sometime on Sunday, at some time, 
at some point, during, m the course of. 
-opposites never 

► adjective the sometime editor of the paper former. 
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past, previous, prior, foregoing, late, erstwhile, 
onetime, ex-, formal quondam 
sometimes ► adverb occasionally, from 
time to time, now and then, every so often, 
once in a while, on occasion, at times, off and 
on. at intervals, periodically, sporadically, spas- 
modically. intermittently 
somewhat ► adverb O matters have improved 
somewhat A little, a bit, to some extent, (up) to 
a point, in some measure, rather, quite, N 
Amer informal some, informal kind of. sort of 6° 
somewhat thicker hook slightly, relatively, com- 
paratively. moderately, fairly, rather, quite, 
marginally 
-opposites greatly 

somnolent * adjective Q he felt somnolent after 
lunch sleepy, drowsy, tired, languid, dozy, 
groggy, lethargic, sluggish, enervated, torpid, 
informal snoozy, dopey, yawny, poetic /literary slum- 
berous ©a somnolent village quiet, restful, 
tranquil, calm, peaceful, relaxing, soothing, un- 
disturbed. untroubled 

Son ►noun male child, boy, heir, descendant, 
offspring, informal lad 
-RILATED TERMS filial 

SOng ►noun Qa beautiful song air, strain, ditty, 
melody, tune, numbei, tuck ©the song of the 
birds call(s), chirping, cheeping, peeping, 
chirruping, warble(s), warbling, trilling, twitter, 
birdsong 

■ song and dance ( informal) See fuss noun 
sense 1 

songster, songstress ►noun singer, vo- 
calist. soloist, crooner, chonster, choirboy, 
choirgirl, alto, bass, baritone, contralto, tenor, 
soprano, balladeer. informal warblei, popster, 
soulster, folkie. histoncal minstrel, troubadour. 
archaic melodist 

sonorous ►adjective Qu sonorous voice reson 
ant. nch. full, round, booming, deep, clear, 
mellow, orotund, fruity, strong, icsounding, re- 
verberant © sonorous words of condemnation im 
pressive, imposing, grandiloquent, magnilo- 
quent. high-flown, lofty, oiotund, bombastic, 
grandiose, pompous, pretentious, overblown, 
tuigid, oratoncal, rhetorical, informal highfalu- 
tin 

SOOn ►adverb Q we’ll be there soon shortly, 
presently, m the near future, before long, in a 
little while, in a minute, in a moment, in an 
instant, in the twinkling of an eye. in no time, 
before you know it, any minute (now), any day 
(now), by and by. informal pronto, in a jiffy, be- 
fore you can say Jack Robinson, anon, Bnt mfor - 
mat sharpish, in a tick, in two ticks, dated direct- 
ly ©how soon can vou get here 7 early, quickly, 
promptly, speedily, punctually 
Sooner ► adverb Q he should have done it sooner 
earlier, before, beforehand, in advance, ahead 
of time, already ©I would sooner stay rather, 
preferably, by preference, by choice, more will- 
ingly. more readily 

SOOthe ►verb Q Rachel tried to soothe him calm 
(down), pacify, comfort, hush, quiet, subdue, 
settle (down), lull, tranquillize, appease, con- 
ciliate, mollify, Bnt quieten (down) ©an anaes- 
thetic to soothe the pain alleviate, ease, relieve, 
take the edge off. assuage, allay, lessen, palli- 
ate, dimmish, decrease, dull, blunt, deaden 
-opposites agitate, aggravate 


Soothing ►adjective Q soothing music relaxing, 
restful, calm, calming, tranquil, peaceful, re- 
poseful. tranquillizing, soporific © soothing 
ointment palliative, mild, calmative 
soothsayer ► noun SEER, oracle, augur, 
prophetess ). sage, prognosticator, diviner, for- 
tune teller, crystal-gazer, clairvoyant, psychic. 
Scottish spaewife, poetic/ literary sibyl 
sophisticated ►adjective O sophisticated tech- 
niques advanced, modem, state-of-the-art, the 
latest, new, up to the minute, innovatory, trail- 
blazing. revolutionary, futuristic, avant-garde, 
complex, complicated, intricate ©a sophisti - 
uited woman worldly, worldly-wise, experi- 
enced, enlightened, cosmopolitan, knowledge- 
able. urbane, cultured, cultivated, civilized, pol- 
ished, refined, elegant, stylish, informal cool 
-opposites crude, naive 

sophistication ► noun worldliness, experi- 
ence. urbanity, culture, civilization, polish, re- 
finement, elegance, style, poise, finesse, savoir 
faire, informal cool 

sophistry ► noun O to claim this is pure sophis- 
try specious reasoning, fallacy, sophism, casu- 
ist ry ©he went ahmg with her sophistry falla 
cious argument, sophism, fallacy, Logic paralo- 
gism 

Soporific ► adjective soporific drugs sleep- 
inducing, sedative, somnolent, calmative, tran- 
quillizing, narcotic, opiate, drowsy, sleepy, 
somniferous. Medicine hypnotic 
-opposites invigorating 

► noun she was given a soporific sleeping pill, seda- 
tive, calmative, tranquillizer, narcotic, opiate. 
Medicine hypnotic 
-opposites stimulant 

SOppy ► adjective ( Bnt informal) O the songs are 
really soppy See sentimental sense 2 ©they 
were too soppy for our games See feeble sense 3 
sorcerer, sorceress ► noun wizard, witch, 
magician, warlock, enchanter, enchantress, 
magus, shaman, witch doctor, archaic mage 
sorcery ► noun (black) magic, the black arts, 
witchcraft, wizardry, enchantment, spells, in- 
cantation, witching, witchery, thaumaturgy, 
shamanism, Insh pishogue 
sordid ►adjective Qu sordid love affair sleazy, 
seedy, seamy, unsavoury, tawdry, cheap, de- 
based, degenerate, dishonourable, disreputable, 
discreditable, contemptible, ignominious, 
shameful, wretched, abhorrent ©a sordid little 
street squalid, slummy, dirty, filthy, mucky, 
gnmy shabby, messy, soiled, scummy, un- 
clean. informal cruddy, grungy. crummy, scuzzy. 
Bnt informal grotty 

-opposites respectable, immaculate 
sore ►adjective Qu sore leg painful, hurting, 
hurt, aching, throbbing, smarting, stinging, ag- 
onizing, excruciating, inflamed, sensitive, ten- 
der, raw, bruised, wounded, injured ©we are 
in sore need of you dire, urgent, pressing, des- 
perate, parlous, critical, crucial, acute, grave, 
serious, drastic, extreme, life-and-death, great, 
temble, formal exigent Q(N, Amer informal ) they 
were sore at us- upset, angry, annoyed, cross, 
furious, vexed, displeased, disgruntled, dissatis- 
fied, exasperated, irritated, galled, irked, put 
out, aggrieved, offended, affronted, piqued, 
nettled, informal aggravated, miffed, peeved, 
hacked off, nled; Bnt informal narked, cheesed 
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off, brassed off, N Amer informal teed off, ticked 
off 

► noun a sore on his ley; inflammation, swelling, le- 
sion, wound, scrape, abrasion, cut, laceration, 
graze, contusion, bruise, ulcer, boil, abscess, 
carbuncle 

SOITOW ► noun O he felt sorrow at hir death sad 
ness, unhappiness, misery, despondency, le- 
gret, depression, despair, desolation, dejection, 
wretchedness, gloom, dolefulness, melancholy, 
woe, heartache, grief, poetic; literary dolour Qthc 
sorrows of life trouble, difficulty, pioblem, ad- 
veisity, misery, woe, affliction, trial, tnbula 
tion, misfortune, setback, leveise. blow, fail- 
ure, tragedy 
-opposites joy 

► verb they sorrowed over her grave mourn, lament, 
gneve, be sad. be miserable, be despondent, 
despair, suffer, ache, agonize, anguish, pine, 
weep, wail 

-oppositfs rejoice 

sorrowful ►adjective Q sorrowful eyes sad, un- 
happy, dejected, regretful, downcast, miser- 
able. downhearted, despondent, despairing, dis- 
consolate, desolate, glum, gloomy, doleful, dis- 
mal. melancholy, mournful, woeful, woebe- 
gone, forlorn, crestfallen, heartbioken, informal 
blue, down in the mouth, down in the dumps 
© sorrowful news tragic, sad, unhappy, awful, 
miserable, sorry, pitiful, tiaumatic, upsetting, 
depressing, distressing, dispiriting, heartbreak 
mg, harrowing, formal grievous 

sorry ►adjective Qi was sorry to hear about his 
accident sad, unhappy, sorrowful, distressed, 
upset, downcast, downhearted, disheartened, 
despondent, heartbioken, inconsolable, grief- 
stneken ©he felt sorrv for her full of pity, 
sympathetic, compassionate, moved, consoling, 
empathetic, concerned ©I'm sorrv if I was 
brusque regretful, remorseful, contrite, re- 
pentant, rueful, penitent, apologetic, abject, 
guilty, self-reproachful, ashamed, sheepish, 
shamefaced Qhe looks a sorry sight pitiful, piti 
able, heart-rending, distressing, unfortunate, 
unhappy, wretched, unlucky, shameful, regret- 
table. awful 

-opposites glad, unsympathetic, unrepentant 

Sort ►noun ©whaf sort of book is it ? type, kind, 
nature, manner, variety, class, categoiy, style, 
calibre, quality, form, group, set, bracket, 
genre, species, family, order, generation, vin- 
tage, make, model, brand, stamp, ilk, kidney, 
cast, grain, mould, N Amer stnpe © (informal) 
he’s a good sort person, individual, soul, crea- 
ture. human being, character, customer, informal 
fellow, type, beggar, cookie, Bnt informal bod, in- 
formal, dated body, dog, cove 

► verb O they sorted things of similar size classify, 
class, categorize, catalogue, grade, group, or- 
ganize. arrange, order, marshal, assemble, sys- 
tematize, systemize, pigeonhole ©the problem 
was soon sorted resolve, settle, solve, fix, work 
out, straighten out, deal with, put nght, set 
right, rectify, iron out, answer, explain, 
fathom, unravel, clear up, informal sew up, ham- 
mer out, thrash out, patch up, figure out 
■ out of sorts O I'm feeling out of sorts unwell, 
ill, poorly, sick, queasy, nauseous, peaky, run 
down, below par, Bnt off colour; informal under 
the weather, funny, rough, lousy, rotten, 
awful, Bnt informal off, ropy; Scottish informal 


wabbit, peely-wally, Austral /NZ mfonnal crook, 
dated seedy ©I've been out of sorts and I'd like a 
chat unhappy, sad. miserable, down, depressed, 
melancholy, gloomy, glum, dispirited, despond- 
ent. forlorn, woebegone, low, in the doldrums. 
informal blue, fed up, down in the dumps, down 
in the mouth 

■ sort of ( mfonnal) ©you look sort of Jamiliar 
slightly, tamtly, remotely, vaguely, somewhat, 
moderately, quite, rather, fairly, reasonably, 
relatively, informal pretty, kind of ©he sort oj 
pirouetted as it were, kind of, somehow 

■ sort something out Qshe sorted out the 
clothes See sort verb sense 1 ©they must sort 
out their problems See sort verb sense 2 

sortie ►noun Qa sortie against their besiegers 
foray, sally, charge, offensive, attack, assault, 
onslaught, thrust, drive, archaic onset ©a bomb- 
er sortie raid, flight, mission, opeiation 

SO-SO ►adjective (informal) mediocre, mdiffeient, 
average, middle-of-the-road, middling, moder- 
ate. ordinary, adequate, fan, uninspired, undis- 
tinguished. unexceptional, unremarkable, run- 
of-the-mill, lacklustre, informal bog-standard, no 
gieat shakes, not up to much. NZ informal half- 
pie 

SOUl ►noun Q seeing the soul through the eves 
spirit, psyche, (inner) self, inner being, life 
force, vital foice, individuality, make-up, sub- 
conscious. amma. Philosophy pneuma, Hinduism 
atman ©he is the soul oj discretion embodiment. 
personification, incarnation, epitome, quintes- 
sence. essence, model, exemplification, exern 
plai, image, manifestation ©not a soul in sight 
person, human being, individual, man, 
woman, mortal, cieature Q their music lacked 
soul inspiration, feeling, emotion, passion, ani- 
mation. intensity, fervour, ardour, enthusiasm, 
warmth, eneigy, vitality, spirit 

SOUlfful ► adjective emotional, deep, profound, 
fervent, heartfelt, sincere, passionate, meaning- 
ful, significant, eloquent, expressive, moving, 
stirnng, sad. mournfiil, doleful 

soulless ►adjective Qa soulless room charac 
terless, featureless, bland, dull, colourless, 
lacklustre, dreary, drab, uninspiring, undistin- 
guished. anaemic, insipid ©it was soulless work 
boring, dull, tedious, dreary, humdrum, tire- 
some, wearisome, uninteresting, uninspiring, 
unexciting, soul-destroying, mind-numbing, 
dry, monotonous, repetitive 
-opposites exciting 

SOUIld 1 ► noun Q the sound of the car noise, 
note, dm, racket, row, hubbub, resonance, re- 
verberation ©she did not make a sound utter 
ance, cry, word, noise, peep; informal cheep 
e the sound of the flute, music, tone, notes QI 
don’t like the sound of that idea, thought, con- 
cept, prospect, descnption 0 we’re within sound 
of the sea earshot, heanng (distance), range 
-related terms acoustic, sonic, aural, audio-, 
sono- 

— opposites silence 

► verb Q the buzzer sounded' make a noise, reson- 
ate, resound, reverberate, go off, blare, nng. 
chime, peal © drivers must sound their horns 
blow, blast, toot, blare; operate, set off, nng 
©do you sound the ‘h’? pronounce, verbalize, 
voice, enunciate, articulate, vocalize, say Qshe 
sounded a warning utter, voice, deliver, ex- 
press, speak, announce, pronounce, ©it sounds 
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a crazy idea appear, look (like), seem, strike 
someone as being, give every indication of 
being 

Sound 2 ► adjective Qyour heart is sound 
healthy, in good condition, in good shape, fit, 
hale and hearty, in fine fettle, undamaged, un- 
impaired Qa sound building well built, solid, 
substantial, strong, sturdy, durable, stable, in- 
tact, unimpaired Q sound advice well founded, 
valid, reasonable, logical, weighty, authorita- 
tive, reliable Qa sound judge of character reli 
able, dependable, trustworthy, fair, good, sens- 
ible, wise, judicious, sagacious, shrewd, percep- 
tive Qfinancially sound solvent, debt-free, in 
the black, in credit, creditworthy, secure ©a 
sound sleep deep, undisturbed, uninterrupted, 
untroubled, peaceful Qa sound thrashing thor 
ough, proper, real, complete, unqualified, out- 
and-out. thoroughgoing, severe, informal right 
(royal) 

-opposites unhealthy, unsafe, unreliable, in- 
solvent. light 

Sound 3 ► verb sound the depth oj the river meas 
ure, gauge, determine, test, investigate, survey, 
plumb, fathom, probe 

■ sound someone/something out investi 
gate, test, check, examine, probe, research, 
look into, canvass, survey, poll, question, inter- 
view, sample, informal pump 

Sound 4 ► noun an oil spill in Print e William Sound 
channel, (sea) passage, straif(s), narrows, watei- 
way, inlet, arm (of the sea), fjord, creek, bay, 
estuary, firth 

SOUp ► noun. See list 


Soups 

bird's nest soup 

menudo 

bisque 

minestrone 

borscht 

mock turtle soup 

bouillabaisse 

mulligatawny 

bouillon 

oxtail 

broth 

pea soup 

burgoo 

petite marmite 

caltaloo 

pistou 

chowder 

potage 

cock-a-leekie 

pot-au-feu 

congee 

rasam 

consomm£ 

sancoche 

cullen sklnk 

Scotch broth 

gazpacho 

shchi 

goulash 

skilly 

gumbo 

stracciatella 

madrtlene 

vichyssoise 


SOUr ► adjective O sour wine acid, acidic, acidy, 
acidulated, tart, bitter, sharp, vinegary, pun- 
gent; N Amer acerb, technical acerbic Q sour milk 
bad, off. turned, curdled, rancid, high, rank, 
foul, fetid © a sour old man embittered, resent- 
ful, rancorous, jaundiced, bitter; nasty, spiteful, 
lmtable, peevish, fractious, cross, crabby, crot- 
chety, cantankerous, disagreeable, petulant, 
querulous, grumpy, bad-tempered, ill- 
humoured, sullen, surly, sulky, churlish, informal 
snappy, grouchy, Bnt informal ratty, stroppy, 
shirty; N. Amer informal cranky, sore headed. 
-opposites sweet, fresh, amiable 
► verb Qthe war had soured him ■ embitter, disillu- 
sion, disenchant, poison, alienate, dissatisfy, 
frustrate Qthe dispute soured relations’ spoil. 


mar, damage, harm, impair, wreck, upset, poi- 
son, blight, tarnish 
-opposites improve 

Source ►noun Qthe source of the river spring, 
origin, (well) head, headspring, headwaters), 
poetic I literary wellspnng Qthe source of the ru- 
mour origin, birthplace, spring, fountainhead, 
fount, starting point, history, provenance, der 
lvation, root, beginning, genesis, start, rise, 
author, originator, initiator, inventor, N Amer 
provenience ©a historian uses primary and sec- 
ondary sources reference, authority, informant, 
document 

SOUSe ► verb drench, douse, soak, steep, satur- 
ate, plunge, immerse, submerge, dip, sink, 
dunk 

SOUSed ►adjective Qa soused herring pickled, 
marinated, soaked, steeped Q [informal) he was 
well and truly soused See drunk adjective 

south ►adjective southern, southerly, merid- 
ional, austral 

South Africa ► noun See list 

Provinces of South Africa 


PROVINCE CAPITAL 


Eastern Cape 
Free State 
Gauteng 
KwaZulu/Natal 
Mpumalanga 
Northern Cape 
Northern Province 
North-West Province 
Western Cape 


Bisho 

Bloemfontein 

Johannesburg 

Pietermaritzburg 

Nelspruit 

Kimberley 

Petersburg 

Mmabatho 

Cape Town 


SOUVenlr ►noun memento, keepsake, remind 
er. remembrance, token, memorial, trophy, 
lelic 

Sovereign ►noun ruler, monarch, crowned 
head, head of state, potentate, suzerain, over- 
lord. dynast, leadei See list at title 

-RELATED TERMS regal 

► adjective ©sovereign control supreme, absolute, 
unlimited, unrestricted, boundless, ultimate, 
total, unconditional, full, principal, chief, dom- 
inant, predominant, ruling, royal, regal, mo- 
narchical Qa sovereign state independent, au- 
tonomous, self-governing, self-determining, 
non-aligned, free © ( dated) a sovereign remedy for 
all ills effective, effectual, efficient, powerful, 
potent, useful, helpful, valuable, worthwhile, 
excellent, reliable, unfailing, informal sure-fire, 
formal efficacious 

sovereignty ► noun O their sovereignty over the 
islands jurisdiction, rule, supremacy, domin- 
ion, power, ascendancy, suzerainty, hegemony, 
domination, authority, control, influence. QJuU 
sovereignty was achieved in 1955 autonomy, inde- 
pendence, self-government, self-rule, home 
rule, self-determmation, freedom. 

SOW ►verb ©sow the seeds in rows, plant, scat- 
ter, spread, broadcast, disperse, strew, dissem- 
inate, distribute, drill, dibble, seed. Qthe new 
policy has sown confusion: cause, bring about, oc- 
casion, create, lead to, produce, engender, gen- 
erate, prompt, initiate, precipitate, trigger, pro- 
voke, culminate in, entail, necessitate, foster, 
foment; poetic /literary beget. 
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Space ► noun Q there was not enough space 
room, capacity, area, volume, expanse, extent, 
scope, latitude, margin, leeway, play, clearance 
©green spaces in London area, expanse, stretch, 
sweep, tract ©the space between the timbers 
gap, interval, opening, aperture, cavity, cranny, 
fissure, crack, interstice, lacuna ©write your 
name in the appropriate space blank, gap, box 
0a space of seven years period, span, time, dur- 
ation, stretch, course, interval Qthe first 
woman in space outer space, deep space, the 
universe, the galaxy, the solar system, infinity 
► verb the chatrs were spaced widely position, ar- 
range. range, array, dispose, lay out. locate, 
situate, set, stand 

spaceman, spacewoman ► noun astro 
naut, cosmonaut, space traveller, space cadet, 
N Amer informal jock See list at astronaut 
spacious ► adjective roomy, capacious, pala- 
tial, airy, sizable, generous, large, big. vast, im- 
mense, extensive, expansive, sweeping, rolling, 
rambling, open, foimal commodious 
-opposites ciamped 

Spadework ► noun groundwork, preliminary 
work, preliminaries, preparatory measures, 
preparations, planning, foundations, hard 
work, donkey work, labour, drudgery, toil, infor- 
mal gnnd, Bnt informal graft 
Spain ► noun See list 

-related terms Iberian, Hispanic, Hispano- 

Regions of Spain 


REGION 

CAPITAL 

Andalusia 

Seville 

Aragon 

Saragossa 

Asturias 

Oviedo 

Baleanc Islands 

Palma 

Basque Provinces 

Vitoria 

Canary islands 

Las Palmas 

Cantabria 

Santander 

Castilla la Mancha 

Toledo 

Castllla-Le6n 

Valladolid 

Catalonia 

Barcelona 

Comunldad de 

— 

Madrid 

Extremadura 

Merida 

Galicia 

Santiago de Compostela 

La Rioja 

Logrofio 

Murcia 

Murcia 

Navarre 

Pamplona 

Valencia 

Valencia 


span ►noun Qa six-foot wing span extent, 
length, width, reach, stretch, spread, distance, 
range ©the span of one working day period, 
space, time, duration, course, interval 
► verb ©an arch spanned the stream bridge, cross, 
traverse, pass over ©his career spanned twenty 
years last, cover, extend, spread over, com- 
prise 

Spank ► verb smack, slap, hit, cuff, informal wal- 
lop, belt, whack, give someone a hiding; Scottish 
& N English skelp 

Spar ► verb quarrel, argue, fight, disagree, dif- 
fer, be at odds, be at variance, fall out, dispute, 
squabble, wrangle, bandy words, cross swords, 
lock horns, be at loggerheads; informal scrap, ar- 
gufy, spat; Bnt informal row 


Spare ►adjective ©a spare set of keys extra, 
supplementary, additional, second, other, alter- 
native, emergency, reserve, back-up, relief, 
fallback, substitute, fresh, N Amer alternate 
©they sold off the spare land surplus, superflu- 
ous, excessive, redundant, unnecessary, ines- 
sential, unessential, unneeded, uncalled for, 
dispensable, disposable, expendable, unwanted, 
informal going begging ©your spare time free. 
leisure, own ©a spare woman slender, lean, 
willowy, svelte, lissom, rangy, clean-limbed, 
trim, slight, thin, skinny, gaunt, lanky, spindly, 
informal skin and bone 

► verb ©he could not spare any money afford, do 
without, manage without, dispense with, part 
with, give, provide ©they were spared by their 
raptors pardon, let off, forgive, reprieve, re- 
lease. free, leave uninjured, leave unhurt, be 
merciful to, show mercy to, have mercy on. be 
lenient to. have pity on 

■ go spare ( Bnt informal) See get angry at 
angry 

■ to spare left (over), remaining, unused, un- 
needed, not required, still available, surplus (to 
requueinents). superfluous, extra, informal going 
begging 

Sparing ► adjective thrifty, economical, frugal, 
canny, caieful, prudent, cautious, mean, miser- 
ly, niggardly, parsimonious close, close-fisted, 
penny-pine hing, cheese-paring, ungenerous, 
giaspmg, informal stingy, tight-fisted, tight, 
mingy, money-grubbing, N Amer informal cheap 
— opposi i e s lavish 

Spark ►noun ©u spark of light flash, glint, 
twinkle, flicker, flare, pinprick ©not a spark of 
truth in the story particle, iota, jot, whit, glnn- 
mei, atom, bit, trace, vestige, ounce, shred, 
crumb, gram, mite, hint, touch, suggestion, 
whisper, scintilla, informal smidgen, tad 

► verb the trial sparked a furious row cause, give 
nse to. lead to, occasion, bnng about, start, ini- 
tiate, precipitate, prompt, trigger (off), pro- 
voke, stimulate, stir up 

sparkle ►verb ©her earrings sparkled glitter, 
glint, glisten, twinkle, flash, blink, wink, shim- 
mer, shine, gleam, poetic /literary coruscate, glis- 
ter ©she sparkled as the hostess be lively, be 
vivacious, be animated, be ebullient, be ex- 
ubeiant, be bubbly, be effervescent, be witty, 
be full of life 

► noun the sparkle of the pool glitter, glint, twin- 
kle, flickei, shimmer, flash, shine, gleam, 
poetic/ literary coruscation 

sparkling ►adjective Qsparkling wine effer 
vescent, fizzy, carbonated, aerated, gassy, bub- 
bly, frothy, mousseux, spumante ©a sparkling 
performance brilliant, dazzling, scintillating, 
exciting, exhilarating, stimulating, invigorat- 
ing, vivacious, lively, vibrant, animated 
-opposites still, dull 

sparse ► adjective scant, scanty, scattered, 
scarce, infrequent, few and far between, 
meagre, paltry, skimpy, limited, in short sup- 
ply 

-opposites abundant 

spartan ►adjective austere, harsh, hard, fru- 
gal, stringent, rigorous, strict, stem, severe, as- 
cetic, abstemious, bleak, joyless, gnm, bare, 
stark, plain 
-opposites luxurious 
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Spasm ►noun Qa muscle spasm contraction, 
convulsion, cramp, twitch, jerk, tic, shudder, 
shivei, tremor Qa spasm of coughing fit, parox- 
ysm, attack, burst, bout, seizure, outburst, out- 
break, access, informal splurt, formal boutade 

spasmodic ►adjective intermittent, fitful, ir- 
regular, sporadic, erratic, occasional, infre- 
quent, scattered, patchy, isolated, periodic, 
periodical, on and off 

Spate ►noun series, succession, run, cluster, 
string, rash, epidemic, outbreak, wave, flurry, 
rush, flood, deluge, tonent 

Spatter ►verb splash, bespatter, splatter, 
spray, spnnkle, shower, speck, speckle, fleck, 
mottle, blotch, mark, covei, informal splotch, Bnt 
informal splodge 

Spawn ►verb give rise to, bring about, occa- 
sion. generate, engendei, originate, lead to, ie- 
sult in, effect, induce, initiate, start, set off, 
precipitate, trigger, breed, beai, poetic/ literary 
beget 

Spoak ►verb Qshf refused to speak about it 
talk, say anything/something, uttei, state, de- 
clare, tell, voice, expiess, pronounce, art ic n 
late, enunciate, vocalize, verbalize ©we spoke 
the other day converse, have a conversation, 
talk, communicate, chat, pass the tune of day, 
have a word, gossip, informal have a confab, 
chew the fat, Bnt informal natter, N Amer informal 
shoot the bieeze, formal confabulate ©the Min- 
ister s poke for two hours give a speech, talk, lec- 
ture, hold forth, discouise, expound, expatiate, 
orate, sermonize, pontificate, informal spout, 
spiel, speechify, jaw, sound off Ohe was spoken 
of as a promising student mention, talk about, 
discuss, refei to, remark on, allude to 01 ns ex- 
pression spoke disbelief indicate, show, display, 
legister, reveal, betray, exhibit, manifest, ex 
press, convey, impart, bespeak, communicate, 
evidence, suggest, denote, reflect, formal evince 
©you must speak to him about his rudeness repri 
mand, rebuke, admonish, chastise, chide, up- 
biaid, leprove, reproach, scold, remonstiate 
with, take to task, pull up, informal tell off, dress 
down, rap over the knuckles, come down on. 
Bnt informal tick off, have a go at, tcai someone 
off a strip, give someone what for. formal caste 
gate 

■ speak for Q she speaks for the Liberal Demo- 
crats represent, act for, appear for, express 
the views of, be spokesperson for 01 spoke for 
the motion advocate, champion, uphold, de- 
fend, support, promote, recommend, back, en- 
dorse, sponsor, espouse 

■ speak out speak publicly, speak openly, 
speak frankly, speak one’s mind, sound off, 
stand up and be counted 

■ speak up speak loudly, speak clearly, raise 
one’s voice, shout, yell, bellow, informal holler 

speaker ►noun speech-maker, lecturer, talk- 
er. speechifier, orator, declaimer, rhetorician, 
spokesperson, spokesman/woman, mouthpiece, 
reader, lector, commentator, broadcaster, nar- 
rator, informal tub-thumper, spieler, histoncal 
demagogue, rhetor 

spear ►noun javelin, lance, assegai, harpoon, 
bayonet, gaff, leister, histoncal pike 

Spearhead ►noun Qa Bronze Age spearhead 
spear tip, spear point ©the spearhead of the 
struggle against Fascism leader(s). driving force, 


forefront, front runner(s), front line, vanguard, 
van, cutting edge 

► verb she spearheaded the campaign lead, head, 
front, lead the way, be m the van, be m the 
vanguard 

Special ►adjective Qa very' special person ex 
ceptional, unusual, singular, uncommon, not- 
able. noteworthy, remarkable, outstanding, 
unique ©our town’s special character distinct 
ive, distinct, individual, particular, specific, pe- 
culiar 0 a special occasum momentous, signifi- 
cant. memos able, signal, important, histone, 
festive gala, red-letter © a special tool for cutting 
tiles specific, particular purpose-built, tailor- 
made, custom-built 
-opposnts ordinary, general 

Specialist ►noun expert, authority, pundit, 
piofessional, connoisseur master, maestio, 
adept, virtuoso, informal pro. buff. ace. whizz, 
hotshot, Brit informal dab hand, N Amer informal 
maven 

-opposm s amateur 

speciality ►noun Qhi\ speciality was watercol- 
ours forte, strong point, stiength, metier, 
stiong suit, talent, skill, bent, gift, informal bag. 
thing, cup of tea ©u speciality oj the region 
delicacy, specialty, fine food/product, tiad* 
ltional food/pioduct 

species ►noun type, kind, sort, genus, family, 
order bleed, strain, variety, class, classifica- 
tion, category, set, bracket, style, manner, 
form, genre, generation, vintage 

Specific ►adjective Qa specific purpose par 
ticular, specified, fixed, set, determined, dis- 
tinct. definite, single, individual, peculiar dis- 
crete, express, precise 01 gave specific instruc- 
tions detailed, explicit, express, clear-cut, un- 
equivocal, precise, exact meticulous, strict, 
definite 

-opposites general, vague 

Specification ►noun ©dear specification of 
objectives statement, identification, definition, 
description, setting out, framing, designation, 
detailing, enumeration, stipulation, prescrip- 
tion Qa shelter built to their specibcations in 
structions, guidelines, parameters, stipula- 
tions. requirements, conditions, piovisions, re- 
strictions, order, description, details 

specify ►verb state, name, identify, define, 
desenbe, set out, frame, itemize, detail, list, 
spell out. enumerate, particularize, cite, in- 
stance, stipulate, prescribe 

specimen ►noun sample, example, instance, 
illustration, demonstration, exemplification, 
bit, snippet, model, prototype, pattern, 
dummy, pilot, tnal, taster, tester 

specious ►adjective misleading, deceptive, 
false, fallacious, unsound, casuistic, sophistic, 
plausible 

speck ► noun Qa mere speck in the distance, dot, 
pinpnck, spot, fleck, speckle © a speck of dust 
particle, gram, atom, molecule, bit, trace 

speckled ► adjective flecked, speckly, 
specked, freckled, freckly, spotted, spotty, dot- 
ted, mottled, dappled 

spectacle ► noun O a spectacle fit for a mon- 
arch display, show, pageant, parade, perform- 
ance, exhibition, extravaganza, spectacular 
© they were rather an odd spectacle sight, vision, 
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scene, prospect, vista, picture Q don’t make a 
spectacle of yourself exhibition, laughing stock, 
fool, curiosity 

spectacles ► plural noun glasses, eyewear, N 
Amer eyeglasses, informal specs 

Spectacular ► adjective O a spectacular victory 
impressive, magnificent splendid, dazzling, 
sensational, diamatic. remarkable, outstanding, 
memorable, unforgettable Qa spectacular new 
striking, picturesque, eye-catching, breathtak- 
ing, anesting. glorious, informal out of this 
world 

-opposms ummpiessive, dull 

► noun a speitaiulat put on for the tourists See spec 
tacle sense 1 

spectator ►noun watcher, viewer, observei, 
onlooker, bystander, witness, commentator, re- 
porter, monitor, poetic /literary beholdei 
-opposiihs participant 

spectral ►adjective ghostly, phantom, wraith- 
like, shadowy, incorporeal, insubstantial, dis- 
embodied, unearthly, othci-woildly, informal 
spooky 

Spectre ►noun Qthe spectres in the crypt 
ghost, phantom, apparition, spirit, wiaith, 
shadow, piesence, informal spook, poetic! literary 
phantasm, shade 0t/ie looming speitre of war 
threat, menace, shadow, cloud piospect, dan 
ger, pei ll, feai, dread 

Spectrum ►noun range, gamut, sweep, 
scope, span, compass, orbit, ambit 

speculate ►verb Qthev speculated about tnv 
private life conjecture, theonze, hypothesize, 
guess, similise, think, wondei, muse 0 inves- 
tors speculate on the stock market gamble, take a 
risk, ventuie, wagei, invest, play the maiket, 
Bnt informal have a flutter, punt 

speculative ►adjective Quny discussion is 
largely speculative conjectural, suppositional, 
theoietical, hypothetical, putative, academic, 
notional, abstiact, tentative, unproven, un- 
founded. groundless, unsubstantiated 0o 
speculative investment risky, hazardous, unsafe, 
uncertain, unpredictable, informal chancy, dicey, 
iffy, Brit informal dodgy 

Speech ►noun Qhe doesn't have the power of 
speech speaking, talking, veibal expiession, ver 
bal communication Qher speech was slurred 
diction, elocution, articulation, enunciation, 
pronunciation, utterance, woids Qan after- 
dinner speech talk, address, lecture, discourse, 
oration, disquisition, peroration, deliverance, 
presentation, sermon, homily, monologue, so- 
liloquy, informal spiel Q Spanish popular speech 
language, tongue, parlance, idiom, dialect, ver- 
nacular, patois, informal lingo, patter, -speak, 
-ese 

-related tlrms lingual, oral, phono-, -phone, 
-phasia 

speechless ►adjective lost for words, 
dumbstruck, bereft of speech, tongue-tied, in- 
articulate, mute, dumb, voiceless, silent, informal 
mum. archaic mumchance 
-opposites verbose 

Speed ► noun Qthe speed of their progress rate, 
pace, tempo, momentum Qthe speed with which 
they responded rapidity, swiftness, speediness, 
quickness, dispatch, promptness, immediacy, 
bnskness, sharpness, haste, hurry, precipitate- 


ness, acceleration, velocity, informal lick, clip, 

poetic/ literary celenty 

-RELATtD terms tacho-, tachy- 

► verb QI sped home hurry, rush, dash, run, 
race, sprint, bolt, dart, gallop, career, charge, 
shoot, hurtle, hare, fly, zoom, scurry, scuttle, 
scamper, hasten, informal tear, belt, pelt, scoot, 
zip, whip, hotfoot it, leg it. Bnt informal bomb, N 
Amer informal hightail it 0 he was caught speeding 
drive too fast, exceed the speed limit Qa 
holiday will speed his recovery hasten, expedite, 
speed up. accelerate, advance, further, pro- 
mote. boost, stimulate, aid, assist, facilitate 
— opposiies slow, hinder 

■ speed up hurry up, accelerate, go taster, get 
a move on, put a spurt on, pick up speed, 
gather speed, informal get cracking, get moving, 
step on it. shake a leg, Bnt informal get one’s 
skates on, N Amer informal get a wiggle on 

speedily ► adverb rapidly, swiftly, quickly, 
last, post-haste, at the speed of light, at full 
tilt, promptly, immediately, briskly, hastily, 
hurriedly, precipitately, informal p d q (pretty 
damn quick), double quick, hell for leather, at 
the double, like the wind, like (greased) light- 
ning, Bnt informal like the dappers, like billy-o, 
N Amer informal lickety-split, poetic/ literary apace 

speedy ►adjective Qa speedy reply rapid, swift, 
quick, last, piompt, immediate, expeditious, 
express, bnsk, sharp, whirlwind, lightning, me- 
teoric . hasty, burned, precipitate, breakneck, 
rushed, informal pdq (pietty damn quick), 
snappy, quickie Qa speedy hatchback fast, 
high-speed, informal nippy, zippy, poetic /literary 
fleet 

— OPPOSIIFS slow 

spell 1 ► verb the dtought spelled disaster for them 
signal, signify, mean, amount to, add up to, 
constitute, portend, augui, herald, bode, prom- 
ise. involve, poetic /literary betoken, foretoken, 
forebode 

■ spell something out explain, make cleai. 
make plain, elucidate, clarify, specify, itemize, 
detail, enumerate, list, expound, particularize, 
catalogue 

spell 2 ► noun O the witch recited u spell incanta 
tion, charm, conjuration, formula, (spells) 
magic, sorcery, witchcraft, N Amer hex Qshe 
surrendered to Hls spell influence, (animal) mag- 
netism, charisma, allure, luie, chann, attrac- 
tion, enticement, magic, romance, mystique 

■ cast a spell on bewitch, enchant, entrance, 
curse, jinx, witch, N Amer hex 

spell 3 ► noun Qa spell of dry weather period, 
time, interval* season, stretch, run, course, 
streak, Bnt informal patch Qa spell of dizziness 
bout, fit, attack 

spellbinding ► adjective fascinating, enthrall- 
ing, entrancing, bewitching, captivating, rivet- 
ing, engrossing, gripping, absorbing, compel- 
ling, compulsive, mesmerizing, hypnotic, infor- 
mal unputdownable 
-opposites bonng 

spellbound ► adjective enthralled, fascin- 
ated, rapt, riveted, transfixed, gripped, captiv- 
ated, bewitched, enchanted, mesmerized, hyp- 
notized, informal hooked. 

spend ►verb Qshe spent £185 on shoes pay out, 
dish out. expend, disburse, squander, waste, 
fritter away, lavish, informal fork out, lay out, 
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shell out, cough up, blow, splash out, splurge, 
Bnt informal stump up. blue, N Amer informal pony 
up Qthe morning was spent gardening pass, oc- 
cupy. fill, take up, while away 0 I’ve spent 
hours on this essay put in, devote, waste Qthe 
storm had spent its force use up, consume, ex- 
haust, deplete, drain 

Spendthrift ► noun he is such spendthrift prof 
ligate, prodigal, squandered waster, informal big 
spender 

-opposites miser 

* adjective his spendthrift father profligate, mi- 
piovident, thriftless, wasteful, extravagant, 
pi odigal 

-opposiifcs frugal 

spent ►adjective Qa spent force used up, con- 
sumed, exhausted, finished, depleted, diained. 
informal burnt out 0 that's enough — I'm spent 
exhausted, tncd (out), weary, worn out, dog- 
tired, on one’s last legs, chained, fatigued, 
ready to drop, informal done in, all in. dead on 
one’s feet, dead beat, bushed, wiped our, fraz- 
zled. Brit informal knackeied. whacked, N Amer 
informal pooped, tuckeied out 

Spew ►verb Qfactones spewed nut yellow smoke 
emit, discharge, eject, expel, belch out, pour 
out, spout, gush, spun, disgorge Q (informal) he 
wanted to spew See vomit verb sense 1 

Sphere ►noun ©a glass sphere globe, ball, 
orb. spheroid, globule, round, bubble ©our 
sphere of influence area, held, compass, oibit, 
range, scope, extent © the sphere’ oj foreign af- 
fairs domain, realm, piovince. field, aiea, tern 
tory, arena, department 

spherical ► adjective round, globular, globose, 
globoid, globe-shaped, spheroidal, spheric, 
poetic/ literary orbiculai 

Spice ► noun O the spues in curry powder sea 
soning, flavouring, condiment See list Qthe 
risk added spice to their affait excitement, inter- 
est, colour, piquancy, zest, an edge, informal a 
kick, poetic/ literary salt 

■ spice something up enliven, make moie 
exciting, vitalize, perk up, put some life into,, 
ginger up, galvanize, electrify, boost, informal 
pep up. jazz up. buck up 


Spices 

See also herb. 

allspice 
black pepper 
capers 

caraway seeds 

cardamom 

cassia 

cayenne pepper 
chilli 

cinnamon 
cloves 
coriander 
cumin 
curcuma 
fennel seeds 
fenugreek 
five spices 
garam masala 


garlic 

ginger 

ginseng 

grains of Paradise 

green pepper 

jumper berries 

mace 

mustard 

nutmeg 

paprika 

pepper 

pimento 

star anise 

turmenc 

vanilla 

white pepper 


Spick and span ► adjective neat, tidy, order- 
ly. well kept, shipshape (and Bristol fashion). 


in apple-pie order, immaculate, uncluttered, 
mm, spruce, spotless 
-opposites untidy 

spicy ► adjective Qa spicv casserole piquant, 
rangy, peppeiy, hot. picante, spiced, seasoned, 
tasty, flavoursome, zesty, strong, pungent 
Q spicy stones entertaining, colourful, lively, 
spirited, exciting, piquant, zesty, risque, racy, 
scandalous, ribald, titillating, bawdy, naughty, 
salacious, dirty, smutty, informal launchy, juicy, 
Bnt informal saucy, fruity, N Amer informal gamy 
— opposi Pis bland, boring 
spider ► noun See list at arachnid 
-relaild terms arachnoid 

Spiel ► noun (informal) speech, patter, (sales) 
pitch, talk, monologue, rigmarole, story, saga 

spike ►noun Qa metal spike prong, barb, 
point, skewer, stake, spit, tine, pin, spur, Moun - 
tameenng piton ©the spikes of a cactus thorn, 
spine, prickle, bnstle, Zoology spicule 

► verb ©she spiked an oyster impale, spear, skew- 
er, pieice, penctiate, perforate, stab, stick, 
transhx, poetic; literary transpierce © (informal) his 
dnnk was spiked with drugs adulterate, contam- 
inate, drug, lace, informal dope, doctoi, tut 

spill ► verb © Kevin spilled his dnnk knock over, 
tip over, upset, overturn © the hath water spilled 
on to the floor overflow, flow, poui, run, slop, 
slosh, splash, leak, escape, archaic overbrim 
Q students spilled out of the building stream, 
poui, singe, swarm, flood, throng, ciowd O the 
horse spilled his nder unseat, thiow, dislodge, 
unhoise © (informal) he’s spilling out his trembles to 
her reveal, disclose, divulge, blurt out. babble, 
betray, tell, informal blab 

► noun ©an oil spill spillage, leak, leakage, over- 
flow. Hood Qhe took a spill in the opening race 
fall, tumble, informal header, croppei , nosedive 

■ spill the beans ( informal) reveal all, tell all, 
give the game away, talk, informal let the cat out 
of the bag. blab, come clean 

Spin ►verb Qthe Inke wheels are spinning re 
volve, rotate, turn, go round, whirl, gyrate, nr 
cle Qshe spun round to face him whirl, wheel, 
twirl, turn, swing, twist, swivel, pirouette, 
pivot Qher head was spinning reel, whirl, go 
lound, swim Oshe spun me a yam tell, re- 
count, relate, narrate, weave, concoct, invent, 
fabricate, make up 

-RELATED TERMS rotary 

► noun ©a spin of the wheel rotation, revolution, 
turn, whirl, twirl, gyration ©a positive spin on 
the campaign slant, angle, twist, bias ©a spin 
in the car trip, jaunt, outing, excursion, jour- 
ney, drive, ride, run, turn, airing, informal tootle, 
Scottish informal hurl 

■ in a flat spin (Bnt informal) See agitated 

■ spin something out prolong, protract, 
draw out, drag out, string out. extend, cany 
on, continue, fill out, pad out, archaic wire-draw 

,'tpindle ► noun pivot, pin, rod. axle, capstan, 
axis 

Spindly ►adjective ©he was pale and spindly 
lanky, thin, skinny, lean, spare, gangling, gan- 
gly, scrawny, bony, rangy, angular, dated 
spindle-shanked © spindly chairs rickety, 
flimsy, wobbly, shaky 
-opposites stocky 

spine ►noun ©he injured his spine, backbone. 
spinal column, vertebral column; back; technical 
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rachis See list at vertebra ©the spine of hi s 
philosophy core, centre, cornerstone, founda- 
tion, basis ©the spines of a hedgehog needle, 
quill, bristle, barb, spike, prickle, thorn, tech- 
meal spicule 

— relatfd terms vertebral 

spine-chilling ► adjective terrifying, blood- 
curdling. petrifying, hair-raising, frightening, 
scaring, chilling, horrifying, fearsome, eerie, 
sinister, ghostly, Scottish eldntch, informal scary, 
creepy, spooky 

-opposites comforting, reassuring 
Spineless * adjective weak, weak-willed, 
weak-kneed, feeble, soft, ineffectual, irresolute, 
indecisive, cowardly, timid, timorous, fearful, 
faint-hearted, pusillanimous, craven, unmanly, 
namby-pamby, lily-livered, chicken-hearted, in- 
formal wimpish, wimpy, sis^y. chicken, yellow, 
yellow-bellied, gutless, Bnt informal wet 
— opposi i es bold, btave, stiong-willed 
spiny ► adjective prickly, spiky, thoinv. bristly, 
bristled, spiked, barbed, scratchy, sharp, tech- 
nical spinose, spinous 

spiral ► adjective a spiral column of smoke coiled, 
helical, corkscrew, curling, winding, twisting, 
whoiled, technical voluted, helicoid, helicoidal 

► noun a spiral of smoke coil, helix, corkscrew, 
curl, twist, gyre, whorl, scroll, technical volute, 
volution 

► verb Qsmoke spiralled up coil, wind, swirl, 
twist, wreathe, snake, gyrate, poetic /literary gyre 
Q prices spiralled soar, shoot up, rocket, in- 
crease lapidly. rise rapidly, escalate, climb, mfor 
mal skyrocket, go through the roof ©the econ- 
omy is spiralling downward deteriorate, decline, 
go downhill, degenerate, worsen, get worse, in- 
formal take a nosedive, go to pot. go to the dogs, 
hit the skids, go down the tubes 
-opposins fall, impiove 

spire ► noun steeple, flee he 
spirit ► noun Q harmony between body and spirit 
soul, psyche, (innei) self, innei being, inner 
man/ woman, mind, ego, id. Philosophy pneuma 
0a spirit haunts the island ghost, phantom, 
spectre, apparition, wiaith, presence, informal 
spook, poetic/ literary shade © that's the spirit atti 
tude, frame of mind, way of thinking, point of 
view, outlook, thoughts, ideas Oshe was in 
good spirits when 1 left mood, frame of mind, 
state of mind, emotional state, humour, tern- 
pei Qteam spirit morale, esprit de corps 
Qthe spirit of the age ethos, prevailing ten- 
dency, motivating force, essence, quintessence, 
atmosphere, mood, feeling, climate, attitudes, 
beliefs, principles, standards, ethics ©his spirit 
never failed him courage, bravery, pluc k, val- 
our, strength of character, fortitude, backbone, 
mettle, stout-heartedness, determination, reso- 
lution, resolve, fight, gnt. informal guts, spunk, 
Bnt informal bottle, N Amer informal sand, moxie 
Qthey played with great spirit enthusiasm, 
eagerness, keenness, liveliness, vivacity, viv- 
aciousness, animation, energy, verve, vigour, 
dynamism, zest, dash, elan, panache, sparkle, 
exuberance, gusto, brio, pep, fervour, zeal, fire, 
passion, informal get-up-and-go © the spirit of the 
law real/true meaning, true intention, essence, 
substance © he drinks spirits strong liquor/ 
drink, informal hard stuff, firewater, hooch, Bnt 
informal short See list at alcohol, whisky 
-opposites body, flesh 


■ spirit someone/something away whisk 
away/off. vanish with, make off with, make 
someone/soinething disappear, run away with, 
abscond with, cairy off, steal someone/ 
something away, abduct, kidnap, snatch, seize 

spirited ► adjective lively, vivacious, vibrant, 
full of life, vital, animated, high-spmted, spark- 
ling. sprightly, energetic, active, vigorous, dy- 
namic, dashing, enthusiastic, passionate, deter- 
mined, resolute, purposeful, informal feisty, 
spunky, have-a-go, gutsy, N Amer informal peppy 
-opposites timid, apathetic, lifeless 

spiritless ► adjective apathetic, passive, unen- 
thusiastic, lifeless, listless, weak, feeble, spine- 
less. languid, bloodless, insipid, characterless, 
submissive, meek, inesolute. indecisive, lack- 
lustie flat, colourless, passionless, uninspired, 
wooden, dry, anaemic, vapid, dull, boring, 
wishy-washy 

-opposites spirited, lively 
spiritual ►adjective Qyour spiritual self non- 
material, incorporeal, intangible, inner, men- 
tal, psychological, tianscendent, ethereal, 
othei -worldly, mystic, mystical, metaphysical, 
rare extramundane © spiritual writings reli 
gious, sacred, divine, holy, non-secular, 
church, ecclesiastical, devotional 
-opposites physical, secular 

spit 1 ► verb QCranstim coughed and spat expec 
torate. hawk, Bnt informal gob ©'Go to hell,’ she 
spat snap, say angrily, hiss Qthe fat began to 
spit sizzle, hiss, crackle, sputter Q(Bnt) it 
o, began to spit rain lightly, drizzle, spot. N Eng- 
lish mizzle. N Amer spi inkle 

► noun Qsjnt dribbled from his mouth spittle, sal- 
iva, sputum, slobber, dribble, Bnt informal gob 
© ( informal ) he is the spit of his father exact like 
ness, image, very/living image, double, twin, 
lookalike, duplicate, copy, Doppelganger, infor- 
mal spitting image, ringer, dead ringer 

spit 2 ► noun chicken cooked on a spit skewer, bro- 
chette, rotissene 

spite ► noun he said it out of spite malice, ma- 
levolence, ill will, vindictiveness, vengeful ness, 
revenge, malignity, evil intentions, animus, en- 
mity, informal bitchiness, cattiness, poetic/ literary 
maleficence 

-opposhfs benevolence 

► verb he did it to spite me upset, hurt, make mis- 
erable. grieve, distress, wound, pain, torment, 
lnjuie 

-oppositfs please 

■ In spite of despite, notwithstanding, regard- 
less of, for all, undeterred by. m defiance of, in 
the face of, even though, although 

spiteful ► adjective malicious, malevolent, evil- 
mtcntioned, vindictive, vengeful, malign, 
mean, nasty, hurtful, mischievous, wounding, 
cruel, unkind; informal bitchy, catty, poetic/ literary 
malefic, maleficent 
-oppositfs benevolent 

splash ► verb © splash your face with cool water 
sprinkle, spray, shower, splatter, slosh, slop, 
squirt, daub, wet ©hi s boots were splashed with 
mud spatter, bespatter, splatter, speck, 
speckle, blotch, smear, stam, mark, Scottish & 
Insh slabber, informal splotch, splodge, poetic/ literary 
bedabble ©waves splashed on the beach swash, 
wash, break, lap, dash, beat, lash, batter, crash, 
buffet, poetic /literary plash © children splashed in 
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the water paddle, wade, slosh, wallow, informal 
splosh Qthe story was splashed across the front 
pages blazon, display, spread, plaster, trumpet, 
publicize, informal splatter 

► noun O splash of fat on his shirt spot, blob, 
dab, daub, smudge, smear, speck, fleck, mark, 
stain, informal splotch, splodge ©a splash oflem 
made drop, dash, bit, spot, soup^on, dnbble, 
dnblet, Scottisn informal scoosh ©a splash of col- 
our patch, burst, streak 

■ make a splash ( informal ) cause a sensation, 
cause a stir, attract attention, diaw attention to 
oneself/itself, get noticed, make an impression, 
make an impact 

■ splash out (Bnt informal) be extravagant, go 
on a spending spree, spare no expense, spend 
lavishly, informal lash out, splurge, Bnt informal 
push the boat out 

Spleen ► noun BAD temper, bad mood, ill tem- 
per, ill humour, anger, wrath, vexation, annoy- 
ance, irritation, displeasure, dissatisfaction, re- 
sentment. rancour, spite, ill feeling, malice, 
maliciousness, bitterness, animosity, antipathy, 
hostility, malevolence, venom, gall, malig- 
nance, malignity, acrimony, bile, hatred, hate. 
poetic I literary ire, choler 
-opposites good humoui 

Splendid ► adjective O splendid costumes mag 
nificent, sumptuous, grand, impressive, impos- 
ing, superb, spectaculai, resplendent, opulent, 
luxurious, de luxe, rich, fine, costly, expensive, 
lavish, ornate, gorgeous, glorious, dazzling, ele- 
gant, handsome, beautiful, stately, majestic, 
princely, noble, proud, palatial, informal plush, 
posh, swanky, ntzy. splendifeious. Bnt informal 
swish. N Amer informal swank, poetic /literary biave 
© {informal) we had a splendid holiday excellent, 
wonderful, marvellous, superb, glorious, sub- 
lime, lovely, delightful, first-class, first-iate, in- 
formal super, great, amazing, fantastic, terrific, 
tremendous, phenomenal, sensational, heaven- 
ly. gorgeous, dreamy, grand, fabulous, fab. 
awesome, magic, ace, cool, mean. bad. wicked, 
mega, crucial, far out. Al, sound, out of this 
world, Bnt informal smashing, brilliant, bull, N 
Amer informal dandy, neat, Austral /NZ informal 
beaut, bonzer, black English def, informal, dated div- 
ine, capital, Bnt informal dated champion, wizard, 
ripping, cracking, spiffing, top-hole. N Amer in- 
formal, dated swell, archaic goodly 
-opposites modest, awful 

splendour ► noun magnificence, sumptuous- 
ness, grandeur, impressiveness, resplendence, 
opulence, luxury, richness, fineness, lavishness, 
omateness, glory, beauty, elegance, majesty, 
stateliness, informal ritziness, splendiferousness 
-opposites ordinariness, simplicity, modesty 

Splenetic ► adjective bad-tempered, ill- 
tempered, angry, cross, peevish, petulant, pet 
tish, lmtable, irascible, choleric, dyspeptic, 
testy, tetchy, snappish, waspish, crotchety, 
crabby, querulous, lesentful, rancorous, bili- 
ous, spiteful, malicious, ill-natured, hostile, 
acnmomous, sour, bitter, malevolent, malig- 
nant, malign, informal bitchy 
-opposites good-humoured 

splice ► verb the ropes are spliced together: inter- 
weave, braid, plait, entwine, intertwine, inter- 
lace. knit, mesh. Nautical marry 
■ get spliced ( informal) See marry sense 1 


Splinter ► noun u splinter of wood sliver, 
shiver, chip, shard, fragment, piece, bit, shred, 
Scottish skelf, (splinters) matchwood, flinders 

► verb the windscreen splintered shatter, break 
into tiny pieces, smash, smash into smither- 
eens, fracture, split, crack, disintegrate, crum- 
ble 

split ► verb Q the axe split the wood break, chop, 
cut, hew, lop, cleave, snap, crack Qthe ice 
l racked and split break apart, fracture, rupture, 
fissure, snap, come apart, splinter ©her dress 
wu% spi'i tear, np, slash, slit, poetic/ literary rend 
Othe issue could split the Party divide, disunite, 
separate, sever, bisect, partition, poetic/ literary 
tear asunder Qthey split the money between them 
share (out), divide (up), apportion, allocate, 
allot, distribute, dole out, parcel out, measure 
out, carve up, slice up. informal divvy up ©the 
path split fork, divide, bifurcate, diverge, 
branch Qthey split up lust year break up, separ- 
ate, pan, part company, become estranged, di- 
vorce, get divorced. Brit informal bust up © (infor- 
mal) let’s split See leave 1 sense 1 
-RELATED TERMS flSSlle, SchlZO- 
— opposites mend, join, unite, pool, converge, 
get together, many 

► noun O u split m the roik face crack, fissure, 
cleft, crevice, break, fracture, breach ©u split 
in the curtain rip, tear, cut, rent, slash, slit ©a 
split in the Party division, rift, breath, schism, 
ruptuie, partition, separation, severance, scis- 
sion, break-up Qthe acrimonious split with his 
wife break-up, split-up, separation, parting, es- 
trangement, lift, divorce, Bnt informal bust-up 
-opposites marriage 

■ split hairs quibble, cavil, carp, niggle, chop 
logic, informal nit-pick, archaic pettifog 

■ split on someone ( Bnt informal) See betray 
sense 1 

Split-up ►noun break-up. separation, split, 
parting, estrangement, nft, divorce, Bnt informal 
bust-up 

Spoil ►verb ©too much sun spoils the complexion 
mar, damage, impair, blemish, disfigure, 
blight, flaw, deface, scar, injure, harm, ruin, 
destroy, wreck, be a blot on the landscape, rare 
disfeature ©rum spoiled my plans ruin, wreck, 
destroy, upset, undo, mess up, make a mess of, 
dash, sabotage, scotch, torpedo, Bnt throw a 
spanner in the works of, informal foul up, louse 
up. muck up, screw up, put the kibosh on, 
banjax, do for, Bnt informal cock up. scupper, ar- 
chaic bring to naught Qhis sisters spoil him 
overindulge, pamper, indulge, mollycoddle, 
cosset, coddle, baby, wait on hand and foot, 
kill with kindness, nanny, archaic cocker 
© stockpiled food may spoil go bad, go off. go 
rancid, turn, go sour, go mouldy, go rotten, 
rot, pensh. 

-opposites improve, enhance, further, help, 
neglect, be strict with, keep 

■ spoiling for eager for, looking for. keen to 
have, after, bent on, longing for; informal itching 
for 

■polls ►plural noun Qthe spoils of war booty, 
loot, stolen goods, plunder, ill-gotten gains, 
haul, pickings; informal swag, boodle. Qthe spoils 
of office benefits, advantages, perks, prize, for- 
mal perquisites 
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spoilsport ► noun killjoy, dog in the manger, 
misery, damper, informal wet blanket, party- 
pooper 

Spoken ► adjective spoken communication ver 
bal, oral, vocal, viva voce, uttered, said, stated, 
un wntten. by word of mouth 
-opposites non-verbal, written 
■ spoken for ©the money is spoken for re 
served, set aside, claimed, owned, booked 
©Claudfne is spoken for attached, going out 
with someone, m a relationship, informal going 
steady, dated courting 

spokesman, spokeswoman ► noun 

spokesperson, representative, agent, mouth- 
piece, voice, official, informal spin doctor 

Sponge ►verb O ni sponge your face wash, 
clean, wipe, swab, mop, nnse, sluice, swill 
0 ( informal ) he lived by sponging off others beg, be 
a parasite, live off. informal sciounge, freeload, 
cadge, bum. N Amer informal mooch, Austral /NZ 
bludge 

Sponger ►noun ( informal) parasite, hanger-on, 
leech, scrounger, beggar, informal freeloader, 
cadger, bum, bloodsuckei, N Amer informal 
mooch, moocher, schnorrei. Austral /NZ informal 
bludger 

Spongy ►adjective soft, squashy, cushioned, 
cushiony, compressible, yielding, springy, re- 
silient, elastic, porous, absorbent, permeable, 
technical spongiform, Brit informal squidgy 
-opposites hard, solid 

sponsor ► noun the money came from sponsors 
backer, patron, promoter, benefactor, benefac- 
tress, supporter, contributor, subscriber, friend, 
guarantor, underwriter, informal angel 

► verb a bank sponsored the event finance, put up 
the money for, fund, subsidize, back, promote, 
support, contribute to. be a patron of, guaran- 
tee, underwrite, informal foot the bill for, pick 
up the tab for, N Amer informal bankroll 

sponsorship ►noun backing, support, pro- 
motion, patronage, subsidy, funding, financing, 
aid, financial assistance 

spontaneous ►adjective 0<1 spontaneous dis- 
play of affection unplanned, unpremeditated, 
unrehearsed, impulsive, impetuous, unstudied, 
impromptu, spur-of-the-moment, extempore, 
extemporaneous, unforced, voluntary, uncon- 
strained. unprompted, unbidden, unsolicited, 
informal off-the-cuff 0 a spontaneous reaction to 
danger reflex, automatic, mechanical, natural, 
knee-jerk, involuntary, unthinking, uncon- 
scious. instinctive, instinctual, informal gut ©a 
spontaneous land of person natural, uninhibited, 
relaxed, unselfconscious, unaffected, open, 
genuine, easy, free and easy, impulsive, im- 
petuous 

-opposites planned, calculated, conscious, vol- 
untary, inhibited 

spontaneously ►adverb Qthey applauded 
spontaneously without being asked, of one’s 
own accord, voluntarily, on impulse, impulsive- 
ly. on the spur of the moment, extempore, ex- 
temporaneously, informal off the cuff 0 he react - 
ed spontaneously without thinking, automatical- 
ly, mechanically, unthinkingly, involuntarily, 
instinctively, naturally, by oneseif/itself 

spooky ► adjective ( informal) eerie, simster, 
ghostly, uncanny, weird, unearthly, mysteri- 


ous, frightening, spine-chilling, hair-raising, in- 
formal creepy, scary, spine-tingling 

Sporadic ►adjective occasional, infrequent, 
irregular, periodic, scattered, patchy, isolated, 
odd, intermittent, spasmodic, fitful, desultory, 
erratic, unpredictable 
-opposites frequent, steady, continuous 

Sport ►noun Owe did a lot of sport (competi 
tive) game(s), physical recreation, physical ac- 
tivity, physical exercise, pastime See list 
& (dated) they were rogues out for a bit of sport 
fun, pleasure, enjoyment, entertainment, diver- 
sion. amusement 

► verb he sported a beard wear, have on, dress m, 
display, exhibit, show oft, flourish, parade, 
flaunt 

Sporting ►adjective sportsmanlike, generous, 
gentlemanly, considerate, fair, just, honour- 
able, Bnt informal decent 
— opposi i es duty, unfair 

sportsperson ► noun sportsman, sports 
woman, playei. contestant, competitor, partici- 
pant See list 

sporty ►adjective ( informal) ©he’s quite a sporty 
type athletic, fit. active, energetic 0a sporty 
outfit stylish, small, jaunty, casual, informal, 
informal trendy, cool, snazzy, N Amer informal 
sassy ©a sporty car fast, speedy, informal 
nippy, zippy 

-opposiies unfit, lazy, formal, sloppy, slow 

spot ►noun ©a grease spot on the wall mark, 
patch, dot. fleck, smudge, smeai, stain, blotch 
blot, splash, informal splotch, splodge ©a spot 
on his nose pimple, pustule, blackhead, boil, 
swelling, eruption, wen, sty. (spots) acne, tech- 
nical comedo, papule, informal zit, whitehead, 
Scottish informal plook ©a secluded spot place, lo- 
cation, site, position, point, situation, scene, 
setting, locale, locality, aiea. neighbourhood, 
region, venue, technical locus Q social policy has a 
regular spot on the agenda position, place, slot, 
space 0 a spot to eat or dnnk bit, little, some, 
small amount, morsel, bite, mouthful, drop, 
splash, informal smidgen, tad 0 (informal) in a 
tight spot predicament, mess, difficulty, 
trouble, plight, comer, quandary, dilemma, in- 
formal fix, jam, hole, sticky situation, pickle, 
sc i ape. hot water 

► verb ©she spotted him in his tar notice, see, ob- 
serve, note, discern, detect, perceive, make out, 
recognize, identify, locate, catch sight of, 
glimpse, Bnt informal clock, poetic /literary behold, 
espy Q her clothes were spotted with grease stain, 
mark, fleck, speckle, smudge, streak, splash, 
spatter, informal splotch, splodge ©it was spot 
ting \rth tain rain lightly, drizzle, Bnt spit, N 
English mizzle, N Amer sprinkle 

■ on the spot immediately, at once, straight 
away, right away, without delay, without hesi- 
tation, that instant, directly, there and then, 
then and there, forthwith, instantly, summar- 
ily, N Amer in short order, archaic straightway, 
instanter 

■ spot on (Bnt informal) accurate, correct, right, 
perfect, exact, unerring, Bnt informal bang on, N 
Amer informal on the money, on the nose 

■potless ►adjective Q the kitchen was spotless 
perfectly clean, ultra-clean, pristine, immacu- 
late, shining, shiny, gleaming, spick and span 
©a spotless reputation • unblemished, unsullied, 
untarnished, untainted, unstained, pure. 
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Sports 

See also ATHLETICS, equestrian, gymnastics, martial arts, swimming, teams. 


aerobatics 

downhill racing 

motor rallying 

skateboarding 

aerobics 

drag radng 

mountain biking 

skeet 

Alpine skiing 

Eton fives 

mountaineering 

ski-bob racing 

American football 

equestrianism 

netball 

skiing 

angling 

falconry 

ninepins 

skijoring 

archery 

fencing 

Nordic skiing 

ski jumping 

Association Football 

field hockey 

off-roading 

skin diving 

athletics 

figure skating 

orienteering 

skittles 

Australian Rules football 

fishing 

paddlebali 

skydiving 

autocross 

five-a-side football 

pall-mall 

slalom 

badminton 

fives 

parachuting 

sled-dog racing 

ballooning 

flat-green bowls 

paragliding 

snooker 

baseball 

fly-fishing 

parapente 

snorkelling 

basketball 

football 

parasaiiing 

snowboarding 

beach volleyball 

fowling 

parascendlng 

soccer 

beagling 

free skating 

paraskiing 

softball 

billiards 

freestyle skiing 

pelota 

speedball 

bobsleighing 

French cricket 

petanque 

speed skating 

bocce 

Gaelic football 

pigeon racing 

speedway 

boules 

game fishing 

pistol shooting 

spelunking 

bowls 

gliding 

pool 

sprinting 

bowling 

goalball 

pothollng 

squash 

boxing 

golf 

powerboat racing 

stock-car racing 

bullfighting 

greyhound racing 

quoits 

stoolbail 

bungee jumping 

gymnastics 

rackets 

surfing 

caber tossing 

handball 

racquetbail 

swimming 

Canadian football 

hang-gliding 

rallycross 

synchronized swimming 

canoe racing 

hiking 

real tennis 

table tennis 

canyoning 

hockey 

rock climbing 

tennis 

carom billiards 

hurling 

rollerblading 

tenpin bowling 

caving 

ice climbing 

roller hockey 

tobogganing 

day-pigeon shooting 

ice dancing 

roller skating 

touch football 

climbing 

ice hockey 

roller skiing 

trapshooting 

clock golf 

ice skating 

rounders 

volleyball 

coarse fishing 

jai alai 

rowing 

wakeboarding 

coursing 

jet-skiing 

Rugby fives 

walking 

cricket 

kabaddi 

rugby league 

water polo 

croquet 

karting 

rugby union 

waterskiing 

crossbow archery 

kayaking 

sailing 

weightlifting 

cross-country running 

korfball 

sailplaning 

white-water rafting 

crown-green bowls 

lacrosse 

scrambling 

wifdfowling 

curling 

langfauf 

scuba-diving 

wild-water racing 

cycle racing 

lawn tennis 

sculling 

windsurfing 

cycling 

luge 

sea fishing 

wrestling 

cyclo-cross 

match fishing 

shinty 

yacht racing 

darts 

motocross 

shooting 


dinghy racing 

motorcycle racing 

short tennis 


diving 

motor racing 

sidecar racing 



whiter than white, innocent, impeccable, 
blameless, irreproachable, above reproach, mfor - 
mal squeaky clean 

-opposites dirty, tarnished, impure 

Spotlight ► noun she was constantly in the spot- 
light public eye, glare of publicity, limelight, 
focus of public/media attention 

► verb this article spotlights the problem focus at 
tention on. highlight, point up. draw/call at' 
tention to, give prominence to, throw into re- 
lief, turn the spotlight on, bnng to the fore 

spotted ►adjective Qthe spotted leaves mot 
tled, dappled, speckled, flecked, freckled, 
freckly, dotted, stippled, bnndle(d), informal 
splotchy 0 a black-and-white spotted dress 
polka-dot. spotty, dotted. 

-opposites plain. 


Spotty ► adjective Q a spotty dog spotted, mot- 
tled, speckled, speckly, flecked, specked, stip- 
pled, informal splodgy, splotchy 0 a spotty dress 
polka-dot, spotted, dotted Q(Bnt) his spotty 
face pimply, pimpled, acned, Scottish informal 
plooky 

spouse ►noun partner, mate, consort, informal 
better half, Bnt informal other half See also hus 
band noun, WIFE 

Spout ► verb O lava was spouting from the crater 
spurt, gush, spew, erupt, shoot, squirt, spray, 
disgorge, discharge, emit, belch forth 0he 
spouts on foreign affairs hold forth, sound off. 
go on, talk at length, expatiate; informal mouth 
off. speechify, spiel. 

► noun a can with a spout- nozzle, lip, rose 
■ up the spout ( Bnt informal) Qmy computer's up 
the spout See broken sense 3 0hts daughter's 
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Sportspeople 

Aaron, Hank (American baseball player) 

Abrahams, Harold (English athlete) 

Agassi, Andre (American tennis player) 

Agostini, Giacomo (Italian racing motorcyclist) 
Alekhine, Alexander (French chess player) 

Alexeev, Vasiliy (Russian weightlifter) 

All, Muhammad (Cassius Clay: American boxer) 
Andretti, Mario (American motor-racing driver, b. in 
Italy) 

Aouita, Said (Moroccan runner) 

Ashe, Arthur (American tennis player) 

Atherton, Michael (English cricketer) 

Baggio. Roberto (Italian footballer) 

Bailey, Donovan (Canadian athlete, b m Jamaica) 
Ballesteros. Severiano (Spanish golfer) 

Banks, Gordon (English footballer) 

Bannister, Roger (English runner) 

Barrington, Jonah (English squash player) 

Batistuta, Gabriel (Argentinian footballer) 
Beckenbauer, Franz (German footballer and manager) 
Becker, Boris (German tennis player) 

Beckham, David (English footballer) 

Belmonte y Garcia, Juan (Spanish matador) 

Berra, Yogi (American baseball player) 

Best, George (Northern Irish footballer) 

Blanco, Serge (French Rugby Union player) 

Bonington. Chris (English mountaineer) 

Border, Allan (Australian cricketer) 

Borg, Bj6m (Swedish tennis player) 

Botham, Ian (English cricketer) 

Boycott. Geoffrey (English cricketer) 

Brabham, Jack (Australian motor-racing driver) 
Bradman, Don (Australian cricketer) 

Bristow, Eric (English darts player) 

Broome, David (English showjumper) 

Brough. Louise (American tennis player) 

Bruno, Frank (English boxer) 

Bryant, David (English bowls player) 

Bubka. Sergei (Ukrainian pole-vaulter) 

Budge. Don; (American tennis player) 

Bueno, Marfa (Brazilian tennis player) 

Burrell, Leroy (American runner) 

Busby, Matt (Scottish-bom footballer and manager) 
Campese, David (Australian Rugby Union player) 
Cantona, Eric (French footballer) 

Carling. Will (English Rugby Union player) 

Carson. Willie (Scottish jockey) 

Cawley, Evonne (Evonne Goolagong; Australian tennis 
player) 

Chappell, Greg (Australian cricketer) 

Chappell, Ian (Australian cricketer) 

Chariton. Bobby (English footballer) 

Charlton, Jack (English footballer and manager) 
Christie, Linford (British sprinter, b. In Jamaica) 

Cobb, Ty (American baseball player) 

Coe, Sebastian (English runner) 

Comaneci. Nadia (American gymnast, b. in Romania) 
Compton, Denis (English cricketer and footballer) 
Connolly, Maureen ('Little Mo'; American tennis 
player) 

Connors, Jimmy (American tennis piayer) 

Constantine, Learie (West Indian cricketer) 

Cooper, Henry (English boxer) 

Cordobas, El (Manuel Benitez F6rez; Spanish 
matador) 

Couples, Fred (American golfer) 

Cowdrey, Colin (English cricketer) 

Cram, Steve (Engftsh runner) 

Cruyff, Johann (Dutch footballer and manager) 


Culbertson, Ely (American bridge player) 

Curry, John (English ice skater) 

Dalglish, Kenny (Scottish footballer and manager) 
Daly, John (American golfer) 

Davies, Jonathan (Welsh Rugby Union piayer) 
Davies, Laura (English golfer) 

Davis, Fred (English billiards and snooker player) 
Davis, Joe (English billiards and snooker player) 
Davis. Steve (English snooker piayer) 

Dean, Christopher (English ke skater) 

Dempsey, Jack (American boxer) 

Dettori. Frankie (Italian jockey) 

DiMaggio, Joe (American baseball player) 

Duke, Geoffrey E. (British racing motorcyclist) 

Duval. David (Amencan golfer) 

Edberg, Stefan (Swedish tennis player) 

Eddery, Pat (Irish jockey) 

Edwards, Gareth (Welsh Rugby Union player) 
Edwards, Jonathan (English athlete) 
el-Guerrouj, Hicham (Moroccan athlete) 

Els, Ernie (South African golfer) 

Eusebio (Ferreira da Silva) (Portuguese footballer, b. 
m Mozambique) 

Evert, Chris (American tennis player) 

Faldo. Nick (English golfer) 

Fangio, Juan Manuel (Argentinian motor-racing 
driver) 

Finney, Tom (English footballer) 

Fischer, Bobby (American chess player) 

Fittipaldi, Emerson (Brazilian motor-racing driver) 
Foreman, George (American boxer) 

Fosbury, Richard (American athlete) 

Francome, John (English jockey) 

Frazier, Joe (American boxer) 

Fry, C. B. (English cricketer, footballer, and athlete) 
Gascoigne, Paul (English footballer) 

Gavaskar, Sunil (Indian cncketer) 

Gebrselassie, Haile (Ethiopian athlete) 

Gehng, Lou (Amencan baseball player) 

Gibson. Althea (American tennis player) 

Giggs, Ryan (Welsh footballer) 

Gooch, Graham (English cricketer) 

Gower, David (English cncketer) 

Grace. W. G. (English cricketer) 

Graf, Steffi (German tennis player) 

Greaves, Jimmy (English footballer) 

Greene. Maurice (American athlete) 

Gretzky, Wayne (Canadian ice-hockey player) 

Griffith Joyner, Florence (American runner) 

Gullit, Ruud (Dutch footballer and manager) 

Gunnell, Sally (English hurdler) 

Hadlee, Richard (New Zealand cncketer) 

Hailwood, Mike (Eaglish racing motorcyclist) 
HSkkinen, Mika (Finnish motor-racing driver) 

Hanley, Ellery (English Rubgy League player) 

Hendry, Stephen (Scottish snooker player) 

Henman, Tim (English tennis player) 

Heyhoe-Flint, Rachael (English cncketer) 

Higgins, Alex (Northern Irish snooker piayer) 

Hill, Damon (English motor-racing driver) 

HUI, Graham (English motor-racing driver) 

Hinault, Bernard (French racing cyclist) 

Hingis, Martina (Czech tennis piayer) 

Hoad, Lewis (Australian tennis player) 

Hobbs. Jack (English cricketer) 

Hogan, Ben (American golfer) 

Howe, Gordie (Canadian ke-hockey player) 

Hunt, James (English motor-racing driver) 

Hussain, Nasser (British cricketer, b. in India) 
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Sportspeople (cont.) 

Hutton, Len (English cricketer) 

Illingworth, Ray (English cricketer) 

Indurafn, Miguel (Spanish racing cyclist) 

Ivanisevich, Coran (Croatian tennis player) 

Jacklln, Tony (English golfer) 

Jackson, Colin (Welsh hurdler) 

John. Barry (Welsh Rugby Union player) 

Johnson. Ben (Canadian sprinter) 

Johnson. Earvin 'Magic' (American basketball player) 
Johnson. Jack (American boxer) 

Johnson. Michael (American athlete) 

Jones. Bobby (American golfer) 

Jordan, Michael (American basketball player) 

Joselito (Jos£ Cdmez; Spanish matador) 

Kafelnikov. Yevgeni (Russian tennis player) 

Kapil Dev (Indian cricketer) 

Karpov, Anatoly (Russian chess player) 

Kasparov. Cary (Azerbaijani chess player) 

Keegan, Kevin (English footballer and manager) 
Khan, Hashlm (Pakistani squash player) 

Khan, Imran (Pakistani cricketer) 

Khan. Jahangir (Pakistani squash player) 

Killy, Jean-daude (French skiier) 

King. Biille Jean (American tennis player) 

Klammer, Franz (Austrian skier) 

Klinsmann, Jurgen (German footballer) 

Korbut, Olga (Soviet gymnast, b. In Belarus) 
Korchnoi, Victor (Russian chess player) 

Krajicek, Richard (Dutch tennis player) 

Kristiansen, Ingrid (Norwegian runner) 

Lara, Brian (West Indian cricketer) 

Larwood, Harold (English cricketer) 

Lasker, Emanuel (German chess player) 

Latynina. Larisa (Ukrainian gymnast) 

Lauda, Niki (Austrian motor-racing driver) 

Laver, Rod (Australian tennis player) 

Law, Denis (Scottish footballer) 

Lawton. Tommy (English footballer) 

Lendl, Ivan (American tennis player, b. in 
Czechoslovakia) 

Lenglen, Suzanne (French tennis player) 

Leonard, Sugar Ray (American boxer) 

Lewis, Carl (American athlete) 

Lewis, Lennox (English boxer) 

Uddell, Eric (British athlete, b. in China) 

Ullee, Dennis (Australian cncketer) 

Lindwall, Raymond (Australian cricketer) 

Lineker, Gary (English footballer) 

Liston. Sonny (American boxer) 

Llewellyn, Harry (Welsh showjumper) 

Uoyd, Clive (West Indian cricketer) 

Lombardi, Vince (US American football coach) 

Lomu, Jonah (New Zealand Rugby Union player) 
Lopez, Nancy (American golfer) 

Louis, joe (Joseph Barrow; American boxer) 

Lyle, Sandy (Scottish golfer) 

McBride. Willie John (Irish Rugby Union player) 
McEnroe, John (American tennis player) 

McGuire, Mark (American baseball player) 

Mansell, Nigel (English motor-racing driver) 

Mantle, Mickey (American baseball player) 

Maradona, Diego (Argentinian footballer) 

Marciano. Rocky (American boxer) 

Matthews, Stanley (English footballer) 

May, Peter (English cricketer) 

Mays. Willie (American baseball player) 

Meads, Colin (New Zealand Rugby Union player) 
Merckx, Eddy (Belgian cyclist) 

Milo of Groton (Greek wrestler) 


Montana, Joe (US American footballer) 
Montgomerie, Colin (Scottish golfer) 

Moore, Bobby (English footballer) 

Morphy, Paul (American chess player) 

Moses, Ed (American athlete) 

Moss. Stirling (English motor-racing driver) 
Navratilova, Martina (American tennis player, b. in 
Czechoslovakia) 

Newcombe, John (Australian tennis player) 

Nicldaus, Jack (American golfer) 

Norman, Greg (Australian golfer) 

Novotna, Jana (Czech tennis player) 

Nurm), Paavo (Finnish runner) 

Oerter, Al (American athlete) 

Offiah, Martin (English Rugby League player) 
O'Meara, Mark (American golfer) 

Ovett, Steve (English runner) 

Owen. Michael (English footballer) 

Owens, Jesse (John Cleveland Owens; American 
athlete) 

Palmer, Arnold (American golfer) 

Pel6 (Edson Arantes do Nasdmento; Brazilian 
footballer) 

Perry, Fred (American tennis player, b in Britain) 
Pienaar, Francois (South African Rugby Union player) 
Pierce, Mary (French tennis player, b. in Canada) 
Plggott, Lester (English jockey) 

Platini, Michel (French footballer and manager) 
Player. Gary (South African golfer) 

Prost, Alain (French motor-racing driver) 

Puskas, Ferenc (Hunganan footballer) 

Rafter, Patrick (Australian tennis player) 

Ramsey, Aif (English footballer and manager) 
Ranjitsinhji Vibhaji, Kumar Shrl. Maharajah (Indian 
cricketer) 

Reardon, Ray (Welsh snooker player) 

Redgrave, Steven (English rower) 

Rhodes, Jonty (South African cricketer) 

Rhodes, Wilfred (English cncketer) 

Richards, Gordon (English Jockey) 

Richards, Viv (West Indian cricketer) 

Robinson, Sugar Ray (Walker Smith, Amencan boxer) 
Robson, Bryan (English footballer and manager) 
Ronaldo (Ronaldo Luiz Nazario da Lima) (Brazilian 
footballer) 

Rusedski, Greg (British tennis player, b. in Canada) 
Ruth, Babe (American baseball player) 

Sampras, Pete (American tennis player) 
Sinchez-Vtcario, Arantxa (Spanish tennis player) 
Schmeichel, Peter (Danish footballer) 

Schumacher, Michael (German motor-racing driver) 
Scudamore, Peter (English jockey) 

Seles, Monica (American tennis player, b, in 
Yugoslavia) 

Senna, Ayrton (Brazilian motor-racing driver) 

Shearer. Alan (English footballer) 

Sheene, Barry (English racing motorcyclist) 

Shilton, Peter (English footballer) 

Simpson, 0. J. (US American football player) 

Smith. Harvey (English showjumper) 

Sobers, Gary (West Indian cricketer) 

Spassky, Boris (Russian chess player) 

Spitz, Mark (American swimmer) 

Stewart, Alec (Scottish cricketer) 

Stewart Jackie (Scottish motor-racing driver) 

Stewart Payne (American golfer) 

Suker, Davor (Croatian footballer) 

Sufflvan, John Lawrence (American boxer) 

Surtees, John (English motor-racing driver) 
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Sportspeople (cont.) 

Szewinska, Irena (Polish athlete) 

Tendulkar, Sachin (Indian cricketer) 

Thompson, Daley (English decathlete) 

Thorpe, Jim (American athlete, baseball player, and 
American footballer) 

Todd, Mark (New Zealand equestrian) 

Torvill, Jayne (English ice skater) 

Trevino, Lee (American golfer) 

Trueman, Fred (English cricketer) 

Turishcheva, Ludmilla (Soviet gymnast) 

Tyson, Mike (American boxer) 

Viren, Lasse (Finnish runner) 

Wade, Virginia (English tennis player) 

Walsh, Courtney (Jamaican cricketer) 

Warne, Shane (Australian cricketer) 

up the s pout See pregnant sense 1 

sprawl ►verb ©he sprawled on a sofa stretch 
out, lounge loll. lie. recline, diape oneself, 
slump, flop, slouch ©the linen sprawled ahead oj 
them spread stietth, extend, be strung out, be 
scattered, sti aggie, spill 

spray 1 ►noun ©a sprue oj watet shower, 
sprinkling, sprinkle, jot. mist, drizzle, spume, 
spindrift, foam, troth ©a perfume spray atom 
izer. vaporizer, aerosol, spnnklei, nebulize! 

► verb ©water was sprayed around sprinkle, 
shower, spatter, scattei, disperse, diffuse, mist, 
douche, poetic i literary bespi inkle ©water sprayed 
tnto the air spout, jet, gush, spurt, shoot, 
squirt 

spray 2 ► noun Qu spray of holly sprig, twig 
©a sprue of flowers bouquet, bunch, posy, 
nosegay, corsage, buttonhole, boutonniere 

spread ►verb O he spread the map out las our, 
open out. unfuil, unroll, roll out, straighten 
out, fan out, sttetch out. extend, poetic, literary 
outspread ©tin’ landscape sptead nut helow ex 
tend, stietch, ojien out. be displayed, be exhib- 
ited. be on show, sprawl ©papers were spread 
all o\'er his desk scatter, stiew, disperse, dis- 
tribute ©he’s been spreading rumours dissemin 
ate, circulate, pass on, put about, communi 
cate, diffuse, make public, make known, pui- 
vey, broadcast, publicize, propagate, pi omul- 
gate. icpeat. poetic/ literary bruit about/ abroad 
©she spread mid iream on her fate smear, daub, 
plastei, slathei, lather, apply, put, smooth, rub 
Qhe spread the toast with butter cover, coat, 
layer, daub, smother, buttei 
-opposites fold up, suppress 

► noun ©the spread of learning expansion, pi oil f- 
eration, extension, growth, dissemination, dif- 
fusion, transmission, propagation ©a spread of 
six feet span, width, extent, stretch, reach 
€> the immense spread oj the heavens expanse, 
area, sweep, stretch ©a wide spread of subjects 
range, span, spectrum, sweep, variety @ {infor- 
mal) his mother laid on a huge spread large/ 
elaborate meal, feast, banquet, informal 
blowout, nosh, Bnt informal nosh-up. slap-up 
meal 

spree ►noun ©a shopping spree unrestrained 
bout, orgy, informal hinge, splurge; humorous re- 
tail therapy ©a drinking spree drinking bout, 
debauch, informal binge, bender, session, booze- 
up, blind, Scottish informal skite, N Amer informal 


Watson, Tom (American golfer) 

Waugh, Mark (Australian cricketer) 

Waugh, Steve (Australian cricketer) 

Weismuller, johnny (American swimmer) 

Williams. J. P. R. (Welsh Rugby Union player) 

Williams, Serena (American tennis player) 

Williams, Venus (American tennis player) 

Wilis (Moody), Helen (American tennis player) 

Winkler, Hans (German showfumper) 

Witt, Katerina (German ice skater) 

Woods, Tiger (American golfer) 

Worrell, Frank (West Indian cncketer) 

Z^topek, Emil (Czech runner) 

Zidane, Zinedine (French footballer) 

Zola, Gianfranco (Italian footballer) 

jag, toot, poetic/ literary bacchanal, bacchanalia, ar- 
chaic wassail 

sprig ► noun small stem, spray, twig 

sprightly ► adjective spry, lively, agile, nimble, 
energetic, active, full ot energy, vigorous, spn- 
lied, animated, vivacious, tnsky, informal full ol 
vim and vigour, N English informal wick 
-opposiies doddery, lethargic 

Spring ►verb ©the cat sprang off her lap leap, 
jump, bound, vault, hop ©the branch sprang 
back fly. whip, flick, whisk, kick, bounce ©all 
art springs from feelings originate, derive, anse. 
stem, emanate, proceed, issue, evolve, come 
© fifty men sprang from nowhere appear sudden 
ly, appear unexpectedly, matenalize, p>op up. 
shoot up, sprout, develop quickly, proliferate, 
mushioom ©lie sprang the truth on me an 
nounce suddenly unexpectedly, reveal sudden- 
ly/unexpcctedly, surprise someone with 
► noun ©with a sudden spring he leapt on to the 
table leap, jump, bound, vault, hop, pounce 
©the mattress has lost its spring springiness, 
bounciness, bounce, resilience, elasticity, flexi- 
bility, stretch, stietchiness, give © there was a 
spring in his step buoyancy, bounce, eneigy. 
liveliness, jauntiness, sprightliness, confidence 
©a mineral spring well head, source, spa, gey- 
ser, poetic/ literary wellspring, fount ©the springs 
of his own emotions origin, source, fountain- 
head. root, roots, basis 
— RfcLATi d terms vernal 

springy ►adjective elastic, stretchy, stretch- 
able, tensile, flexible, pliant, pliable, whippy, 
bouncy, resilient, spongy 
-opposiies rigid, squashy 

Sprinkle ►verb ©he sprinkled water over the 
towel splash, trickle, spray, shower, spatter 
© sprinkle sesame seeds over the top scatter, 
strew, drizzle © sprinkle the cake with icing sugar 
dredge, dust ©the sky was sprinkled with stars 
dot, stipple, stud, fleck, speckle, spot, pepper, 
scatter, cover, poetic/ literary besprinkle 

Sprinkling ►noun ©a sprinkling of nutmeg 
scattering, spnnkle, scatter, dusting, pinch, 
dash. © mainly women , but a sprinkling of men 
few, one oi two, couple, handful, small num- 
ber, trickle, scattering 

sprint ►verb run, race, dart, rush, dash, has- 
ten, hurry, scurry, scamper, hare, bolt, fly, gal- 
lop, career, charge, shoot, hurtle, speed, zoom, 
go like lightning, go hell for leather, go like 
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the wind, jog, trot, informal tear, pelt, scoot, hot- 
foot it, leg it, belt, zip, whip, Bnt informal bomb. 
N Amor informal hightail it, barrel 
-opposites walk 

Sprite ►noun fairy, elf, pixie, imp, brownie, 
puck, pen, kelpie, leprechaun, nymph, nixie, 
sylph, naiad 

Sprout ►verb Qthe weeds begin to sprout ger 
minate, put/send out shoots, bud, burgeon 
Qhe had sprouted a heard grow, develop, put/ 
send out @ parsley sprouted from the pot spring 
up. shoot up. come up. grow, burgeon, de- 
velop, appear 

Spruce ►adjective the Captatn looked very spruce 
neat, well groomed, well turned out, well 
dressed, smart, tnm, dapper, elegant, chic, infor- 
mal natty, snazzy. N Amer informal spiffv, trig 
-opposites untidy 

► verb Qthe cottage had been spruced up smarten, 
tidy, neaten. put in order, clean, informal do up, 
Bnt informal tart up, posh up, N Amer mfonnal 
gussy up 0 Sarah had spruced herself up groom, 
tidy, smarten, preen, pnmp, prink, N Amer 
tng, informal titivate, doll up, Bnt informal tart up 

Spry ►adjective sprightly, lively, agile, nimble, 
energetic, active, full of eneigy, vigorous, spir- 
ited. animated, vivacious, frisky, informal full of 
vim and vigour, N English informal wick 
-opposites doddery, lethargic 

Spume ►noun foam, froth, surf, spindiift. bub- 
bles 

spunk ►noun (informal) courage, bravery, val- 
our, nerve, confidence, danng. audacity, pluck, 
spirit, gnt. mettle, spine, backbone, informal 
guts, gumption. Bnt informal bottle. N Amer infor- 
mal moxie 

Spur ►noun Q competition can he a spur stimu 
lus. incentive, encouragement, inducement, fil- 
lip. impetus, prod, motivation, inspiration, infor- 
mal kick up the backside, shot in the arm 0 a 
spur of bone projection, spike, point, technical 
process 

-opposites disincentive, discouragement 

► verb the thought spurred him into action stimu 
late, encourage, prompt, propel, piod, induce, 
impel, motivate, move, galvanize, inspire, 
incentivize, urge, drive, egg on, stir, incite, 
goad, provoke, pnek. sting, N Amer light a fire 
under 

-opposites discourage 

s on the spur of the moment impulsively, on 
impulse, impetuously, without thinking, with- 
out premeditation, unpremeditatedly, im- 
promptu. extempore, spontaneously, informal off 
the cuff 

Spurious ►adjective bogus, fake, false, coun- 
terfeit. forged, fraudulent, sham, artificial, imi- 
tation. simulated, feigned, deceptive, mislead- 
ing; informal phoney, pretend, Bnt informal cod 
-opposites genuine 

spurn ►verb reject, rebuff, scorn, turn down, 
treat with contempt, disdain, look down one’s 
nose at, despise, snub, slight, jilt, dismiss, 
brush off, turn one’s back on, give someone 
the cold shoulder, cold-shoulder, informal turn 
one’s nose up at, give someone the brush-off, 
kick in the teeth, Bnt informal knock back, N 
Amer informal give someone the bum’s rush 
-opposites welcome, accept. 


Spurt ► verb water spurted from the tap squirt, 
shoot, jet, erupt, gush, pour, stream, pump, 
surge, spew, course, well, spnng. burst, dis- 
gorge, discharge, emit, belch forth, expel, 
eject, Bnt informal sloosh 

► noun O a spurt of water squirt, jet, spout, gush, 
stream, rush, surge, flood, cascade, torrent 0 a 
spurt of courage burst, fit, bout, rush, spate, 
surge, attack, outburst, blaze 0 Daisy put on a 
spurt burst of speed, turn of speed, sprint, 
rush, burst of energy 

spy ► noun a foreign spy secret agent, intelli- 
gence agent, double agent, counterspy, mole, 
plant, scout, informal snooper, N Amer mfonnal 
spook, archaic intelligencer 

► verb O he spied for the West be a spy, gather in- 
telligence. work for the secret service, informal 
snoop 0 investigators spied on them observe 
furtively, keep under surveillance/observation. 
watch, keep a watch on, keep an eye on Qshe 
spied a coffee shop notice, observe, see, spot, 
sight, catch sight of. glimpse, make out, dis- 
cern. detect, informal clap/lay/set eyes on, poetic 
literary espy, behold, descry 

Spying ►noun espionage, intelligence gather- 
ing, surveillance, infiltration, undercover work, 
cloak-and-dagger activities 

Squabble ► noun there was a squabble over which 
way they should go quarrel, disagreement, row, 
argument, contretemps, falhng-out, dispute, 
clash, altercation, shouting match, exchange, 
war of words, informal tiff, set-to, run-in, slang- 
ing match, shindig, shindy, stand-up, spat, 
scrap, dust-up, Bnt informal barney, ding-dong, N 
Amer informal rhubarb 

► verb the boys were squabbling over a ball quarrel. 
row, argue, bicker, fall out, disagree, have 
words, dispute, spar, cross swords, lock horns, 
be at loggerheads, informal scrap, argufy 

squad ►noun Qan assassination squad team, 
crew, gang, band, cell. body, mob, outfit, force 
0 a firing squad detachment, detail, unit, pla- 
toon, battery, tioop, patrol, squadron, cadre, 
commando 

Squalid ►adjective Qa squalid prison dirty, 
filthy, grubby, gnmy, mucky, slummy, foul, 
vile, poor, sorry, wretched, miserable, mean, 
seedy, shabby, sordid, insalubrious, neglected, 
uncared-for, broken-down, run down, down at 
heel, depressed, dilapidated, ramshackle, tum- 
bledown, gone to rack and ruin, crumbling, de- 
caying, informal scruffy, crummy, shambly, ratty, 
Bnt informal grotty. N Amer informal shacky 0 a 
squalid deal with the opposition improper, sordid, 
unseemly, unsavoury, sleazy, seedy, seamy, 
shoddy, cheap, base, low, corrupt, dishonest, 
dishonourable, disreputable, despicable, dis- 
creditable, disgraceful, contemptible, shameful, 
informal sleazoid 

-opposites clean, pleasant, smart, upmarket, 
proper, decent 

squall ►noun gust, storm, blast, flurry, 
shower, gale, blow, rush 

squally ► adjective stormy, gusty, gusting, blus- 
tery, blustering, windy, blowy, wild, tempestu- 
ous, rough 

squalor ►noun dirt, filth, grubbiness, grime, 
muck, foulness, vileness, poverty, wretched- 
ness, meanness, seediness, shabbiness, sordid- 
ness, sleaziness, insalubrity, neglect, decay, di- 
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lapidation, informal scniffiness, crumminess, 
grunge, rattmess, Bnt informal grottiness 
-opposites cleanliness, pleasantness, smart' 
ness 

Squander ►verb waste, misspend, misuse, 
throw away, fritter away, spend lecklessly, 
spend unwisely, spend like water, informal blow, 
go through, spluige, pour down the drain. Brit 
informal blue 

-opposites manage, make good use of. save 

square ►noun Qa Shop in the square market 
square, marketplace, pla/a, piazza 0 (informal) 
you're such a square 1 (old) fogey, conservative 
traditionalist, conventionalist, conformist, 
bourgeois, fossil, Bnt museum piece, informal 
stick-in-the-mud, fuddy-duddy, back numbei. 
stuffed shirt 
—opposites tiendv 

► adjective Qu square table quadrilateral, rect 
angular, oblong, right-angled, at light angles, 
perpendicular, stiaighl. level, parallel, horizon 
tal, upnght. vertical, true, plane 0 the sides 
were square at hall-time level, even, drawn, 
equal, tied neck and neck, level pegging, nip 
and tuck, side by side, evenly matched, 'nformal 
even-steven(s) Ql'm going to be square with vou 
fair, honest just, equitable, stiaight, true, up 
right, above boaid, ethical, decent, pioper, infor- 
mal on the level Ol informal) don't be square' old- 
fashioned, behind the times, out of date, con- 
servative, traditionalist, conventional, conform 
ist. bourgeois, stiait-laced, fogeyish. stuffy, infor- 
mal stick-in-the-mud, fuddy-duddy 
-opposiies c looked, uneven, undeihand, 
trendy 

► verb Qthe theory does not square with the data 
agree, tally, be in agi cement, be consistent, 
match up, conespond, fit, coincide, accord 
conform, be compatible 0h ls goo I squared the 
match 1-1 level, even, make equal ©would 
vou square up the bill } pay, settle, dischaige, 
clear, meet O {informal) they tried to square the 
press bribe, buy olt, buy, coirupt, suborn, infor- 
mal giease someone’s palm, give a backhander 
to © lorn squared things with his boss resolve, 
sort out, settle, deal up, work out. iron out. 
smooth over, straighten out, deal with, put 
right, set right, put to rights, rectify, lemedy. 
informal patch up 

squash ►verb Qt/u’ fruit got squashed crush, 
squeeze, flatten, compress, press, smash, dis- 
tort, pound, trample, stamp on, pulp, mash, 
cream, liquidize, beat, pulveuze 0 she squashed 
her clothes inside the hug force, ram, thiust, 
push, cram, jam, stuff, pack, compress, 
squeeze, wedge, pi ess ©the proposal was imme- 
diately squashed reject, block, cancel, scotch, 
frustrate, thwart, suppress, put a stop to, nip 
m the bud, put the lid on, informal put paid to, 
put the kibosh on. stymie, Bnt informal dish, 
scupper 

squashy ►adjective Qu squashy pillow springy, 
resilient, spongy, soft, pliant, pliable, yielding, 
elastic, cushiony, compressible Q squashy pears 
mushy, pulpy, pappy, slushy, squelchy. squishy. 
oozy, doughy, soft, Bnt informal squidgy 
-opposites firm, hard 

Squat ► verb I was squatting on the floor crouch 
(down), hunker (down), sit on one’s haunches, 
sit on one’s heels 

► adjective he was muscular and squat stocky, 


squander | squire 

thickset, dumpy, stubby, stumpy, short, small, 
Bnt informal fubsy 

squawk ► verb & noun u pheasant squawked | the 
gull gave a squawk screech, squeal, shnek. 
scream, croak, crow, caw, cluck, cackle, hoot, 
cry, call 

squeak ► noun & verb Q the vole’s dying squeak | 
the rat squeaked peep, cheep, pipe, piping, 
squeal, tweet, yelp, whimper Qthe squeak of the 
hinge | the hinges oj the gate squeaked screech, 
creak, scrape, grate, rasp, jar, groan 

Squeal ► noun the harsh squeal of a fox screech, 
scream, shriek, squawk 

► verb dog squealed screech, scream, shnek, 
squawk ©the' bookies only squealed because we 
beat them complain, protest, object, grouse, 
grumble, whine, wail, carp, squawk, informal 
kick up a fuss, kick up a stink, gripe, grouch, 
bellyache, moan, bitch, beef, whmge, N English 
informal inithei Q(mfonnal) he squealed on the rest 
of the gang to the police inform, tell tales, sneak, 
report, give away, be disloyal, sell out, stab in 
the back, informal rat, peach, snitch, put the fin- 
get on. sell down the liver, stitch up, Bnt infor- 
mal grass, split, shop, N Amer informal rat out, 
fingei, diop a/ the dime on. Austral informal dob, 
pimp on, pool 

squeamish ►adjective Q I’m too squeamish to 
gut fish easily nauseated, nervous, (bo 
squeamish about) be pur off by. cannot stand 

the sight of, makes one teel sick ©less 

squeamish nutums will sell them arms scrupulous, 
pnncipled, fastidious, particulai, punctilious, 
honourable, upright, upstanding, high-minded, 
righteous, right-minded, moral, ethical 

Squeeze ►verb QI squeezed the bottle com 
press, press, crush, squash, pinch, nip, grasp, 
gup, clutch, flatten Q squeeze the juice from both 
oranges extract, pi ess, force, express QSallv 
squeezed her Jcet into the sandals force, thrust, 
cram. lain, jam, stuff, pack, wedge, press, 
squash Qwe all squeezed into Steve’s van crowd, 
cnish, ci am pack, jam, squash, wedge oneself, 
shove, push, forte one’s way Qhe would squeeze 
more money out oj Hill extort, force, extract, 
wiest, wring, milk, informal bleed someone of 
something 

► noun Qhe gave her hand a squeeze press, pinch, 
nip, grasp, grip, dutch, hug, clasp, compres- 
sion ©it was a tight squeeze in the tiny hall 
crush, jam, squash, press, huddle, congestion 
©a squeeze of lemon juice few drops, dash, 
splash, dribble, tnckle, spot, hint, touch 

Squint ► verb” ©the sun made them squint screw 
up one s eyes, narrow one’s eyes, peer, blink 
© he has squinted from birth be cross-eyed, have 
a squint, suffer from strabismus, Scottish be 
skelly, Bnt informal be boss-eyed 

► noun O ( informal) we must have another squint at his 
record card look, glance, peep, peek, glimpse, 
view, examination, study, inspection, scan, 
sight, informal eyeful, dekko, butcher’s, gander, 
look-see. once-over, shufti Qdoes he have a 
squint ? cross-eyes, strabismus, Bnt informal 
boss-eye 

squire ►noun Qthe squire of the village land 
owner, landholder, landlord, lord of the 
manor, country gentleman Q{hisloncal ) his 
squire earned a banner attendant, courtier, 
equerry, aide, steward, page boy 
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squirm ►verb O' tned to squirm away wriggle, 
wiggle, wnthe. twist, slide, slither, turn, shift, 
fidget, jiggle, twitch, thresh, flounder, flail, toss 
and turn ©he squirmed as everyone laughed 
wince, shudder, feel embarrassed, feel 
ashamed 

squirrel ► noun. See list 

-RELATED TERMS SClUnne 
■ squirrel something away save, put aside, 
put by, lay by. set aside, lay aside, keep in re- 
serve, stockpile, accumulate, stock up with/on, 
hoard, informal salt away, stash away 


Squirrels and Related Rodents 


anomalure 

chickaree 

chipmunk 

flying squirrel 

giant squirrel 

gopher 

grey squirrel 

groundhog 

ground squirrel 

marmot 

meerkat 


mountain beaver 
palm squirrel 
petaurist 
pocket gopher 
prairie dog 
red squirrel 
scaly-tailed squirrel 
souslik 
sun squirrel 
tree squirrel 
woodchuck 


■quirt ►verb Qa jet of ink squirted out of the 
tube spurt, shoot, spray, fountain, jet. erupt, 
gush, rush, pump, surge, stream, spew, well, 
spring, burst, issue, emanate, emit, belch forth, 
expel, eject, Brit informal sloosh ©she squirted me 
with scent splash, wet. spray, shower, spatter, 
splatter, sprinkle, Scottish & Insh slabber, poetic / 
literary besprinkle 

► noun Qa squirt of water spurt, jet, spray, foun- 
tain, gush, stream, suige © (informal) he was just 
a little squirt impudent person, insignificant 
person, gnat, insect, informal pipsqueak, whip- 
persnapper, Bnt informal squit, Scottish informal 
nyaff, N Amer informal bozo, picayune, pisher 

Stab ►verb Qhe stabbed him in the stcmiach 
knife, run through, skewer, spear, bayonet 
gore, spike, stick, impale, tiansfix, pierce, 
prick, puncture, poetic I literary transpierce ©she 
stabbed at the earth with a Jurk lunge, thrust, 
jab, poke, prod, dig 

► noun Qa stab in the leg knife wound, puncture, 
incision, prick, cut, perforation ©they made 
stabs into the air lunge, thrust, jab, poke, prod, 
dig, punch ©a stab of pain twinge, pang, 
throb, spasm, cramp, dart, blaze, prick, flash, 
thnil O {informal) he had a stab at writing at 
tempt, try, effort, endeavour, guess, informal go, 
shot, crack, bash, whack, formal essay 

■ stab someone in the back betray, be dis- 
loyal to, be unfaithful to. desert, break one’s 
promise to, double-cross, break faith with, sell 
out, play false, inform on/against, informal tell 
on. sell down the river, squeal on, stitch up, 
peach on, do the dirty on. Bnt informal grass on. 
shop, N Amer informal rat out, finger, drop a/the 
dime on. Austral informal pimp on, pool, put 
someone’s pot on 

stability ► noun Q the stability of play equipment 
firmness, solidity steadiness, strength, secur- 
ity, safety ©his mental stability • balance of 
mind, mental health, sanity, normality, sound- 
ness. rationality, reason, sense © the stability of 
their relationship ■ steadiness, firmness, solidity, 
strength, durability, lasting nature, enduring 


nature, permanence, changelessness, invariabil- 
ity, immutability, indestructibility, reliability, 
dependability 

Stable ► adjective Qa stable tent firm, solid, 
steady, secure, fixed, fast, safe, moored, an- 
chored, stuck down, immovable ©a stable per - 
son well balanced, of sound mmd. compos 
mentis, sane, normal, right in the head, ration- 
al, steady, reasonable, sensible, sober, down-to- 
earth, matter-of-fact, having both one’s feet on 
the ground, informal all there ©a stable relation- 
ship secure, solid, strong, steady, firm, sure, 
steadfast, unwavering, unvarying, unfaltering, 
unfluctuating, established, abiding, durable, en- 
during, lasting, permanent, reliable, depend- 
able 

-opposites loose, wobbly, unbalanced, rocky, 
lasting, changeable 

Stack ►noun Qa stack of boxes heap, pile, 
mound, mountain, pyramid, tower ©a stack of 
hay haystack, rick, haynck, stook. mow, 
shock, dated cock © {informal) a stack of money See 
lot pronoun O chimney, smokestack, funnel, 
exhaust pipe 
— oppositps few. little 

► verb QLeo was stacking plates heap (up), pile 
(up), make a heap/pile/stack of, assemble, put 
together, collect, hoard, store, stockpile ©they 
stacked the shelves load, fill (up), lade, pack, 
charge, stuff, cram, stock 

-opposites empty 

Stadium ►noun arena, field, ground, pitch, 
bowl, amphitheatre, coliseum, ring. dome, ma- 
nege. track, course, racetrack, racecourse, 
speedway, velodrome, (in ancient Rome) circus 

staff ► noun Q there is a rdut tance to lake on new 
staff employees, workers, workforce, person- 
nel, human resources, manpower, labour, infor- 
mal liveware ©he curried a wooden staff stick, 
stave, pole, ciook Qa staff of office rod, tip- 
staff, cane. mace, wand, sceptre, crazier verge, 
Greek Mythology caduceus 

► verb the centre is staffed by teachers man, people, 
crew, work, operate, occupy 

Stage ► noun Q this stage of the development 
phase, period, juncture, step, point, time, mo- 
ment, instant, level ©the last stage of the race 
part, section, portion, stretch, leg, lap, circuit 
Qa theatre stage platform, dais, stand, grand- 
stand, staging, apron, rostrum, podium Qshe 
has wntten for the stage theatre, drama, dra- 
matics, dramatic art, thespiamsm, informal the 
boards 0 the political stage scene, setting, con- 
text, frame, sphere, field, realm, arena, back- 
drop, affairs 

► verb Q they staged two plays put on, put before 
the public, present, produce, mount, direct, 
perform, act, give Q workers staged a protest 
organize, arrange, coordinate, lay on, put to- 
gether. get together, set up. orchestrate, 
choreograph, mastermind, engineer, take part 
in. participate m. join in 

Stagger ► vorb Qhe staggered to the door 
lurch, walk unsteadily, reel, sway, teeter, tot- 
ter, stumble, wobble ©I was absolutely stag- 
gered amaze, astound, astonish, surprise, star- 
tle, stun, confound, dumbfound, stupefy, daze, 
nonplus, take aback, leave open-mouthed, 
leave aghast, informal flabbergast, bowl over; Bnt 
informal knock for six Q meetings are staggered 
throughout the day spread (out), space (out). 
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time at intervals, overlap © stagger the screws at 
each joint alternate, step, arrange in a zigzag 
Stagnant ► adjective O stagnant water still, 
motionless, static, stationary, standing, dead, 
slack, foul, stale, putnd. smelly ©a stagnant 
economy inactive, sluggish, slow-moving, leth- 
argic, static, flat, depressed, declining, mori- 
bund, dying, dead, dormant 
-opposites flowing, fresh, active, vibrant 
Stagnate ►verb Q obstructions allmv water to 
stagnate stop flowing, become stagnant, be- 
come trapped, stand, become foul, become 
stale, fester, putrefy ©experts stagnated lan 
guish, decline, deteriorate, fall, become stag- 
nant, do nothing, stand still, be sluggish 
-opposites flow, nse, boom 
Staid ►adjective sedate, respectable, quiet, ser- 
ious, senous-minded, steady, conventional, 
traditional, unadventurous, unenterprising, set 
in one’s ways, sober, proper, decorous, formal, 
stuffy, stiff, informal starchy, stick-in-the-mud 
-opposites frivolous, daring, informal 
Stain ► verb © her clothing was stained with blood 
discolour, blemish, soil, mark, muddy, spot, 
spatter, splatter, smear, splash, smudge, blotch, 
blacken ©the report stained his reputation dam 
age, injure, harm, sully, blacken, tarnish, taint, 
smear, bring discredit to, dishonour, drag 
through the mud. poetic /literary besmirch ©the 
wood was stained colour, tint, dye, tinge, pig 
ment, colour-wash 

► noun Qa mud stain mark, spot, spatter, splat- 
ter. blotch, smudge, smear ©a stain on his 
character blemish, injury, taint, blot, smear, dis- 
credit, dishonour, damage Qdark wood stain 
tint, coloui. dye. tinge, pigment, colourant, 
coloui wash 

Stake 1 ► noun a stake in the ground post, pole, 
stick, spike, upnght, support, prop, stmt, pale, 
paling, picket, pile, piling, cane 

► verb ©the plants have to be staked prop up. tie 
up, tether, support, hold up, brace, truss ©he 
staked his claim assert, declare, proclaim, state, 
make, lay, put in 

■ stake something out © builders staked out 
the plot mark off/out, demarcate, measure out, 
delimit, fence off. section off, close off. shut 
off, cot don off © {informal) the police staked out his 
flat observe, watch, keep an eye on. keep 
under observation, keep watch on. monitor, 
keep under surveillance, surveil, informal keep 
tabs on, keep a tab on, case 
stake 2 ► noun Qplaying dice for high stakes bet, 
wager, ante © they are racing for record stakes 
prize money, purse, pot, winnings ©low down 
in the popularity stakes competition, contest, bat- 
tle, challenge, rivalry, race, running, struggle, 
scramble ©a 40% stake in the business* share, 
interest, ownership, involvement 

► verb he staked all his week’s pay bet, wager, lay. 
put on, gamble, chance, venture, risk, hazard 

Stale ►adjective Q stale food old, past its best, 
past its sell-by date, off, dry, hard, musty, ran- 
cid Q stale air. stuffy, close, musty, fusty, stag- 
nant, frowzy, Brit ffowsty, fuggy ©stale beer 
flat, turned, spoiled, off, insipid, tasteless 
©stale jokes hackneyed, tired, worn out, over- 
worked, threadbare, warmed-up, banal, tnte, 
clich£d, platitudinous, unoriginal, ummagina 
tive. uninspired, flat; out of date, outdated, 
outmoded, pass£, archaic, obsolete, N Amer 


warmed-over, informal old hat. corny, out of the 
ark, played out 
-opposites fresh, original 

Stalemate ► noun deadlock, impasse, stand- 
off, draw, tie, dead heat 

stalk 1 ► noun the stalk of a plant stem, shoot, 
mink, stock, cane, bine, bent, haulm, straw, 
reed 

-related terms cauline 

stalk 2 ► verb ©u stoat was stalking a rabbit 
creep up on, trail, follow, shadow, track down, 
go after, be after, course, hunt, informal tail 
©she stalked out strut, stride, inarch, flounce, 
storm, stomp, sweep 

stall ► noun © a market stall stand, table, coun- 
ter, booth, kiosk © stalls for larger animals pen, 
coop, sty, corral, enclosure, compartment 
© (Bnt ) theatre stalls N Amer orchestra, parterre 

► verb ©the Government has stalled the project ob 
struct, impede, interfere with, hinder, ham 
per, block, interrupt, hold up, hold back, 
thwart, baulk, sabotage, delay, stonewall, 
check, stop, halt, derail, put a brake on, informal 
stymie, N Amer informal bork ©quit stalling use 
delaying tactics, play for time, temporize, 
gain time, procrastinate, hedge, beat about the 
bush, drag one’s feet, delay, filibuster, stone- 
wall ©stall him for a bit delay, divert, distract. 
hold otf, stave oft, fend off. keep oft, ward oft, 
keep at bay 

Stalwart ►adjective staunch, loyal, faithful, 
committed, devoted, dedicated, dependable, re- 
liable, steady, constant, trusty hard-working, 
steadfast, redoubtable, unwavering 
-opposites disloyal, unfaithful, unreliable 

Stamina ►noun endurance, staying power, 
tirelessness, fortitude, strength, energy', tough- 
ness, determination, tenacity, perseveiance. 
grit 

Stammer ► verb he began to stammer stutter, 
stumble over one’s words, hesitate, falter, 
pause, halt, splutter 

► noun he had a stammer stutter, speech impedi- 
ment, speech defect 

Stamp ►verb ©he stamped on my toe trample, 
step, tread, tramp, crush, squash, flatten 
© John stamped off, muttering stomp, stump, 
clomp, clump ©the name ls stamped on the 
cover imprint, print, impress, punch, inscribe, 
emboss, brand, frank Q his face was stamped on 
Martha's memory fix, inscribe, etch, carve, im- 
print, impiess ©his style stamps him as a player 
to watch identify, characterize, brand, distin- 
guish, classify, mark out, set apart, single out 

► noun ©the stamp of authority mark, hallmark, 
indication, sign, seal, sure sign, telltale sign, 
quality, smack, smell, savour, air ©he was of a 
very different stamp type, kind, sort, variety, 
class, category, classification, style, description, 
condition, calibre, status, quality, nature, ilk, 
kidney, cast, gram, mould, N Amer stripe 

■ stamp something out put an end/stop to. 
end, stop, crush, put down, crack down on. 
curb, nip in the bud, scotch, squash, quash, 
quell, subdue, suppress, extinguish, stifle, abol- 
ish, get nd of, eliminate, eradicate, beat, over- 
come, defeat, destroy, wipe out; informal put the 
kibosh on 

stamp collecting ► noun philately. 
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Stampede ►noun the noise caused a stampede 
charge, panic, rush, flight, rout 

► verb the sheep stampeded bolt, charge, flee, take 
flight, race, rush, career, sweep, run 

Stance ►noun ©a natural golfer's stance pos 
ture, body position, pose, attitude Qa liberal 
stance attitude, stand, point of view, view- 
point, opinion, way of thinking, outlook, 
standpoint, position, angle, perspective, ap- 
proach, line, policy 

stand ►verb Q Lionel stood in the doorway be on 
one's feet, be upright, be elect, be vertical 
©the men stood up rise, get/nse to one’s feet, 
get up, straighten up. pick oneself up. find 
one’s feet, be upstanding, formal arise © today a 
house stands on the site be, be situated, be lo- 
cated. be positioned, be sited, have been built 
Qhe stood the book on the shelf put, set, set up. 
erect, up-end, place, position, locate, prop, 
lean, stick, install, arrange, informal park ©mv 
decision stands remain in force, remain valid/ 
effective/operative, remain in operation, hold, 
hold good, apply, be the case, exist, formal ob- 
tain ©his heart could not stand the strain with 
stand, endure, bear, put up with, take, cope 
with, handle, sustain, lesist, stand up to Q(m 
formal ) / won't stand cheek endure, tolerate, bear, 
put up with, stomach, take, abide, support, 
countenance, Scottish thole, informal swallow, Bnt 
mfomial stick, weai, formal brook 
-opposiies sit, lie, sit down, lie down 

► noun O the party’s stand on immigration attitude. 
stance, point of view, viewpoint, opinion, way 
of thinking, outlook, standpoint, position, ap- 
proach, thinking, policy, line ©a stand against 
tyranny opposition, resistance, objection, hos- 
tility. animosity ©a large mirror on a stand 
base, support, mounting, platform, rest, 
plinth, bottom, tnpod, rack, tnvet Oa beer 
stand stall, counter, booth, kiosk, tent ©a 
taxi stand rank, station, park, bay Qthe train 
drew to a stand stop, halt, standstill, dead stop 
©a stand of trees copse, spinney, thicket* 
grove 

■ stand by wait, be piepared, be in (a state of) 
readiness, be ready for action, be on full aleit, 
wait in the wings 

■ stand by someone/something Qshe stood 
by her husband remain be loyal to. stick with/ 
by, remain/be true to, stand up for. support, 
back up, defend, stick up for © the government 
must stand by its pledges abide by, keep (to), ad- 
here to, hold to, stick to, observe, comply with 

■ stand down relax, stand easy, come off full 
alert 

■ stand for © V stands for volts mean, be an ab- 
breviation of, represent, signify, denote, indi- 
cate, symbolize © {informal) l won’t stand for anv 
nonsense put up with, enduie, tolerate, stom- 
ach. accept, take, abide, stand, support, coun- 
tenance, informal swallow, Bnt informal stick, wear, 
formal brook © we stand for animal welfare advo 
cate, champion, uphold, defend, stand up for, 
support, back, endorse, be in favour of, pro- 
mote, recommend, urge 

■ stand in deputize, act, act as deputy, substi- 
tute. fill in, sit in, do duty, take over, act as 
locum, be a proxy, cover, hold the fort, step 
into the breach, replace, relieve, take over 
from, informal sub. fill someone’s shoes, step 
into someone's shoes, N Amer pinch-hit 


■ stand out O his veins stood out project, stick 
out, bulge (out), be proud, jut (out) Qshe stood 
out in the crowd be noticeable, be visible, be 
obvious, be conspicuous, stick out, be striking, 
be distinctive, be piominent, attract attention, 
catch the eye, leap out, show up, informal stick/ 
stand out a mile, stick/stand out like a soie 
thumb 

■ stand up remain, be valid, be sound, be 
plausible, hold water, hold up, stand question- 
ing. survive investigation, bear examination, be 
verifiable 

■ stand someone up fail to keep a date with, 
fail to meet, fail to keep an appointment with, 
jilt 

■ stand up for someone/something sup 

port, defend, back, back up, stick up foi, 
champion, promote, uphold, take someone’s 
part, take the side of, side with 

■ stand up to someone/somethfng Q she 
stood up to her parents defy, confront, chal 
lenge, icsist, take on, put up a fight against, 
argue with, take a stand against Qthe old house 
has stood up to the war withstand, survive, 
come through (unscathed), outlast, outlive, 
weathei, ride out. ward off 

Standard ►noun Qthe standard of her work 
quality, level, giade. calibre, merit, excellence 
©a safety t standard guideline, norm, yardstick, 
benchmark, measure, criterion, guide, touch- 
stone, model, pattern, example, exemplai ©a 
standard to live by principle, ideal, (standards) 
code of behaviour, code of honour, morals, 
scruples, ethics ©the regiment’s standard flag. 
bannei, pennant, ensign, colour(s), bandeiole, 
guidon, Bnt pendant. Nautical buigee 

► adjective Qthe standard wav of doing it normal. 
usual, typical, stock, common, ordinary, cus- 
tomary, conventional, established, settled, set, 
fixed, tiaditional, pievailing, poetic /literary wont- 
ed © the standard work on the subject definitive, 
established, classic, recognized, accepted, au- 
thoritative. most reliable, exhaustive 
-opposites unusual, special 

Standardize ►verb systematize, make con- 
sistent, make uniform, make compaiabie, regu- 
late, normalize, bring into line, equalize, hom- 
ogenize, regiment 

Stand-in ► noun a stand-m for the minister sub 
stitute, replacement, deputy, surrogate, proxy, 
understudy, locum, supply, fill-m, cover, relief, 
stopgap, mfomial temp, N Amer informal pmch- 
hittei 

► adjective a stand-m goalkeeper substitute, re- 
placement, deputy, fill-in, stopgap, supply, sur- 
rogate, relief, acting, tempoiaiy, provisional, 
caretaker, N Amer , nformal pinch-hitting 

Standing ►noun ©his standing in the commu- 
nity status, rank, ranking, position, reputa- 
tion, estimation, stature, dated station ©a per- 
son of some standing seniority, rank, eminence, 
prominence, prestige, repute, stature, esteem, 
importance, account, consequence, influence, 
distinction, informal clout, dated mark © a squab- 
ble of long standing duration, existence, con- 
tinuance, endurance, life. 

► adjectiva © standing stones’ upright, erect, verti- 
cal, plumb, upended, on end, perpendicular, 
on one’s feet, not yet reaped. Heraldry rampant 
Q standing water stagnant, still, motionless, 
static, stationary, dead, slack ©a standing inv i- 
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stand-off I start 


Stars 


See also asteroid, constellation, galaxy, meteor, planet. 


STAR 

CONSTELLATION 

Achernar 

Eridanus 

Acrux 

Crux 

Adhara 

Canis Major 

Alcor 

Ursa Major 

Alcyone 

Taurus 

Aldebaran 

Taurus 

AJgemb 

Pegasus 

Algieba 

Leo 

Algol 

Perseus 

Alioth 

Ursa Major 

Almach 

Andromeda 

Alnilam 

Orton 

Alnitak 

Onon 

Alpha Centaur! 
or Rigil 
Kentaurus 

Centaurus 

Alphard 

Hydra 

Altair 

Aquila 

Antares 

Scorpius 

Arcturus 

Bodtes 


STAR 

CONSTELLATION 

Barnard’s Star 

Ophiuchus 

Becrux Mimosa 

Crux 

Bellatrix 

Orion 

Betelgeuse 

Orion 

Canopus 

Carina 

Capella 

Auriga 

Castor 

Gemini 

Deneb 

Cygnus 

Denebola 

Leo 

Dog Star 

Canis Major 

Dubhe 

Ursa Major 

Elnath 

Taurus 

Fomalhaut 

Piscls Austrinus 

Gacrux 

Crux 

Garnet star 

Cepheus 

Hadar 

Centaurus 

Hamal 

Arles 

Markab 

Pegasus 

Merak 

Ursa Major 

Mira 

Cetus 


STAR 

CONSTELLATION 

Mirach 

Andromeda 

Mlrfak 

Perseus 

Mlrzam 

Canis Major 

North Star 

Ursa Minor 

Nunki 

Sagittarius 

Peacock 

Pavo 

Polaris 

Ursa Minor 

Pollux 

Gemini 

Procyon 

Canis Minor 

Proxima 

Centaurus 

Centauri 

Regulus 

Leo 

Rtgel 

Orion 

Shaula 

Scorpius 

Sirius 

Canis Major 

Spica 

Virgo 

Tau Ceti 

Cetus 

Tycho’s star 

Cassiopeia 

Vega 

Lyra 


talum permanent, perpetual, everlasting, con 
tinuing, abiding, indefinite, open-ended, tegu- 
lar, repeated 

—opposites flat, lying down, seated, flowing, 
temporary, occasional 

Stand-Off ►noun deadlock, stalemate, im- 
passe, draw, tie, dead heat, suspension of hos 
tilitics, lull 

Stand-offish ►adjective ( informal ) aloof, dis- 
tant, remote, detached, withdrawn, reserved, 
uncommunicative, uniesponsive. unforthcom- 
mg, unapproachable, unfriendly, unsociable, 
lntiospective. introverted 
-oppositfs friendly, approachable, sociable 

Standpoint ► noun point of view, viewpoint, 
vantage point, attitude, stance, view, opinion, 
position, way of thinking, outlook, perspective 

standstill ► noun halt, stop, dead stop, stand 

Staple ►adjective main, principal, chief, major, 
primary, leading, foremost, first, most import- 
ant, predominant, dominant, (most) promin- 
ent, basic, standard, prime, premier, informal 
number-one 

Star ►noun O the sky was full of stars celestial 
body, heavenly body, sun, asteroid, planet See 
lists ©the stars of the film principal, leading 
lady/man, lead, female/male lead, hero, hero- 
ine ©a star of the world of chess celebrity, 
superstar, big name, famous name, household 
name, someone, somebody, lion, leading light, 
VIP, personality, personage, luminary, informal 
celeb, big shot, big noise, megastar 
-related terms astral, astro, sidereal, 
sidero-, stellar 
-opposites nobody 

► adjective Qa star pupil brilliant, talented, gift- 
ed, able, exceptional, outstanding, bright, 
clever, masterly, consummate, precocious, pro- 
digious ©the star attraction top, leading, best, 
greatest, foremost, major, pre-eminent, cham- 
pion 

-opposites poor, minor 


Types of Star 


astrometric 

eclipsing 

pulsar 

binary 

binary 

quasai 

binary star 

flare star 

red dwarf 

brown dwarf 

giant 

red giant 

cepheid 

lodestar 

supergiant 

collapsar 

neutron star 

supernova 

dark star 

nova 

variable star 

double star 

polar 

visual binary 

dwarf star 

polar star 

white dwarf 


Starchy ► adjective ( informal ) See staid 
Stare ► verb gaze, gape, goggle, glare, ogle, 
peer, informal gawk, rubberneck. Bnt informal 
gawp 

Stark ►adjective Qu stark silhouette sharp, 
sharply defined, well focused, crisp, distinct, 
obvious, evident, clear, clear-cut, graphic, strik- 
mg ©a stark landscape desolate, bare, barren, 
and, vacant, empty, forsaken, godforsaken, 
bleak, sombre, depressing, cheerless, joyless, 
poetic/ literary drear ©a stark room austere, se- 
vere, bleak, plain, simple, bare, unadorned, un- 
embellished, undecorated Q stark terror sheer, 
utter, complete, absolute, total, pure, down- 
right, out-and-out, outright, rank, thorough, 
consummate, unqualified, unmitigated, un- 
alloyed Qthe stark facts blunt, bald, bare, sim- 
ple, basic, plain, unvarnished, harsh, gnm 
-opposites fuzzy, indistinct, pleasant, ornate, 
disguised 

► adverb stark naked completely, totally, utterly, 
absolutely, downright, dead, entirely, wholly, 
fully, quite, altogether, thoroughly, truly 
start ► verb Qthe meeting starts at 7 45 begin, 
commence, get under way, go ahead, get 
going, informal kick off ©this was haw her Illness 
had started, come into being, begin, commence, 
be bom, come into existence, appear, arrive, 
come forth, emerge, erupt, burst out, arise, ori- 
ginate, develop ©she started her own chanty es 
tablish, set up, found, create, bring into being. 
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institute, initiate, inaugurate, introduce, open, 
launch, float, kick-start, get something off the 
ground, pioneer, organize, mastermind, informal 
kick something off ©we hod better start on the 
work make a start, begin, commence, take the 
first step, make the first move, get going, go 
ahead, set things moving, start/get/set the ball 
rolling, buckle to/down, turn to, informal get 
moving, get cracking, get stuck in, get down to 
it, get to it, get down to business, get one’s fin- 
ger out, get the show on the road, take the 
plunge, kick off. get off one’s backside, fire 
away, Bnt informal get weaving ©he started 
across the field set off, set out, start out, set 
forth, begin one’s journey, get on the road, de- 
part. leave, get under way, make a start, sally 
forth, embark, sail, informal hit the road ©you 
can start the machine activate, set in motion, 
switch on, start up, turn on, fire up, energize, 
actuate, set off, start off. set something going/ 
moving ©the machine started begin working, 
start up, get going, spring into life QVh my 1 ' 
she said , starting flinch, jerk, jump, twitch, re- 
coil. shy. shrink, blench, wince 
-opposites finish, stop, clear up, wind up, 
hang about, give up, arrive, stay, close down 

► noun ©the start of the event beginning, com- 
mencement. inception 0rhe start oj her illness 
onset, commencement, emergence, (first) ap- 
pearance. arrival, eruption, dawn, birth ©a 
quarter of an hour's start lead, head start, advan- 
tage ©a start in life advantageous beginning, 
flying start, helping hand, lift, assistance, sup- 
port. encouragement, boost, kick-start, informal 
break, leg up ©she awoke with a start jerk, 
twitch, flinch, wince, spasm, convulsion, jump 
-opposites end. finish, handicap 

Startle ►verb surprise, frighten, scare, alarm, 
give someone a shock/fnght/jolt, make some- 
one jump, perturb, unsettle, agitate, disturb, 
disconcert, disquiet, informal give someone a 
turn, make someone jump out of their skin 
-opposites put at ease 

Startling ►adjective surprising, astonishing, 
amazing, unexpected, unforeseen, staggering, 
shocking, stunning, extraordinary, remarkable, 
dramatic, disturbing, unsettling, perturbing, 
disconcerting, disquieting, frightening, alaim- 
mg, scary 

-opposites predictable, ordinary 

Starvation ►noun extreme hunger, lack of 
food, famine, undernourishment, mainounsh- 
ment, fasting, deprivation of food, death from 
lack of food 

Starving ► adjective dying of hunger, deprived 
of food, undernourished, malnourished, 
starved, half-starved, very hungry, ravenous, 
famished, empty, hollow, fasting 
-opposite s full 

Stash (informal) ►verb he stashed his things away 
store, stow, pack, load, cache, hide, conceal, 
secrete, hoard, save, stockpile, informal salt 
away, squirrel away 

► noun a stash of money cache, hoard, stock, 
stockpile, store, supply, accumulation, collec- 
tion, reserve 

state 1 ► noun ©the state of the economy condi 
tion, shape, situation, circumstances, position, 
predicament, plight © (informal) don't get into a 
state fluster, frenzy, fever, fret, panic, state of 
agitation/anxiety, informal flap, tizzy, tiz-woz. 


dither, stew, sweat, N Amer informal twit 0 (infor- 
mal) your room is in a state mess, chaos, disorder, 
disanay, confusion, muddle, heap, shambles, 
clutter, untidiness, disorganization ©an au- 
tonomous state country, nation, land, sovereign 
state, nation state, kingdom, realm, power, re- 
public, confederation, federation ©the country 
ls divided into thirty-two states province, federal 
state, region, territory, canton, department, 
county, district, Bnt shire Qthe power of the 
state government, parliament, administration, 
regime, authorities 

► adjective a state visit to China ceremonial, ofh- 
c lal, formal, governmental, national, public 
-opposites unofficial, private, informal 

state 2 ► verb I stated mv views express, voice, 
utter, put into words, declaie, affirm, assert, 
announce, make known, put across/over, com- 
municate. air, reveal, disclose, divulge, pro- 
claim, present, expound, set out, set down, in- 
formal come out with 

Stated ►adjective specified, fixed, settled, set, 
agreed, declared, designated, laid down 
— oppositis undefined, irregular, tacit 

Stately ►adjective dignified, majestic, ceremo- 
nious, courtly, imposing, impressive, solemn, 
awe-inspiring, regal, elegant, guild, glorious, 
splendid, magnificent, resplendent, slow- 
moving. measured, deliberate 

Statement ► noun declaration, expression of 
views/facts, affirmation, assertion, announce- 
ment, utteiance. communication, proclam- 
ation, presentation, expounding, account, testi- 
mony. evidence, report, bulletin, communique 

State-of-the-art ► adjective modern, ultra- 
modern. the latest, new, the newest, up to the 
minute, adv.inced. highly developed, innov- 
atory, tiailblazing, revolutionary, sophisticated 

statesman, stateswoman ►noun se 

nior politician, respected political figure, eldei 
statesman, political leader, national leader 

Static ►adjective ©static pru.es unchanged. 
fixed, stable, steady, unchanging, changeless, 
unvarying, invariable, constant, consistent 0 a 
statu display stationary, motionless, immobile, 
unmoving, still, stock-still, at a standstill, at 
rest, not moving a muscle, like a statue, rooted 
to the spot, frozen, inactive, inert, lifeless, in- 
animate 

-opposites variable, mobile, active, dynamic 

Station ►noun ©a railway station stopping 
place, stop, halt, stage, terminus, terminal, 
depot 0 a research station establishment, base, 
camp, post, depot, mission, site, facility, instal- 
lation, yaid ©a police station office, depot, 
base, headquarters, N Amer piecmct, station 
house, informal cop shop, Bnt informal nick ©a 
radio station channel, broadcasting organiza- 
tion, wavelength © (Austral fNZ) a sheep station 
ranch, range, farm ©the lookout resumed his sta- 
tion post, position, place © (dated) Karen was 
getting ideas above her station rank, place, status, 
position in society, social class, stratum, level, 
grade, caste, archaic condition, degree 

► verb the regiment was stationed at Woolwich put 
on duty, post, position, place, establish, install, 
deploy, base, gamson 

Stationary ►adjective ©a stationary car 
static, parked, stopped, motionless, immobile, 
unmoving. still, stock-still, at a standstill, at 
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rest, not moving a muscle, like a statue, rooted 
to the spot, frozen, inactive, inert, lifeless, in- 
animate ©a stationary population unchanging. 
unvarying, invariable, constant, consistent, un- 
changed, changeless, fixed, stable, steady 
-opposites moving, shifting 

Statue ►noun sculpture, figure, effigy, statu- 
ette, figurine, idol, carving, bronze, graven 
image, model, bust, head 

statuesque ► adjective tall and dignified, im- 
posing, striking, stately, majestic, noble, mag- 
nificent, splendid, impressive, regal 

Stature ►noun Qshe was small in stature 
height, tallness, size, build ©an architect oj 
international stature reputation, repute, stand- 
ing, status, position, prestige, distinction, emi- 
nence, pre-eminence, prominence, importance, 
influence, note, fame, celebrity, renown, ac- 
claim 

Status ►noun Qthe status of women standing, 
rank, ranking, position, social position, level, 
place, estimation, dated station ©wealth ami 
status prestige, kudos, cachet, standing, stat- 
ure. regard, fame, note, lenown, honour, es- 
teem, image, importance, prominence, conse- 
quence, distinction, influence, authority, emi- 
nence 

Statute ►noun law, iegulation, enactment, 
act, bill, decree, edict, rule, ruling, resolution, 
dictum, command, order, directive, pronounce- 
ment, proclamation, dictate, diktat, fiat, by- 
law, N Amer formal ordinance 

Staunch 1 ►adjective a staunch supporter stal 
wart, loyal, faithful, committed, devoted, dedi- 
cated. dependable, reliable, steady, constant, 
trusty, hard-working, steadfast, redoubtable, 
unwavering 

-opposites disloyal, unfaithful, unreliable 

Staunch 2 ► verb she tried to staunch the flow of 
blood stem, stop, halt, check, hold back, le- 
strain restrict, control, contain, curb, block, 
dam, slow, lessen, reduce, diminish, retard, N 
Amer stanch, archaic stay 

stave 

■ stave something in break in, smash in. put 
a hole in. push in, kick in, cave in 

■ stave something off avert, prevent, avoid, 
counter, preclude, forestall, nip in the bud, 
ward off, fend off, head off, keep off, keep at 
bay 

stay 1 ►verb Qhe stayed where he was remain 
(behind), stay behind, stay put; wait, linger, 
stick, be left, hold on, hang on, lodge, informal 
hang around/round, Bnt informal hang about, ar- 
chaic bide, tarry ©they won’t stay hidden con 
tinue (to be), remain, keep, persist m being, 
carry on being, go on being ©our aunt is stay- 
ing with us visit, spend time, put up, stop (off/ 
over), holiday, lodge, room, board, have rooms, 
be housed, be accommodated, be quartered, be 
billeted, N Amer vacation, formal sojourn, archaic 
bide ©legal proceedings were stayed postpone. 
put off. delay, defer, put back, hold over/off, 
adjourn, suspend, prorogue, N Amer put over, 
table, lay on the table, take a rain check on, US 
Law continue: informal put on ice, put on the 
back burner Q [poetic /literary) wt must stay the 
enemy’s advance • delay, slow down/up, hold 
back/up, set back, keep back, put back, put a 
brake on, retard; hinder, hamper, obstruct, in- 


hibit, impede, curb, check, restrain, restrict, ar- 
iest, Bnt throw a spanner in the works of. N 
Amer throw a monkey wrench in the works of 
-opposites leave, advance, promote 

► noun ©a stay at a hotel visit, stop, stop-off, 
stopover, break, holiday, N Amer vacation, for- 
mal sojourn ©a stay of judgement postpone 
ment, putting off, delay, deferment, deferral, 
putting back, adjournment, suspension, pro- 
rogation, N Amer tabling, US Law continuance 

stay 2 ► noun the stays holding up the mast strut, 
wire, brace, tether, guy, prop, rod, support, 
truss, Nautical shroud 

► verb her masts were well stayed brace, tether, 
strut, wire, guy, pi op, support, truss 

steadfast ►adjective Qa steadfast friend 
loyal, faithful, committed, devoted, dedicated, 
dependable, reliable, steady, true, constant, 
staunch, trusty ©a steadfast policy firm, deter- 
mined, resolute, relentless, implacable, single- 
minded, unchanging, unwavering, unhesitat- 
ing, unfaltenng, unswerving, unyielding, un- 
flinching, uncompromising 
-opposites disloyal, irresolute 

Steady ►adjective ©the ladder must be steady 
stable, firm, fixed, secure, fast, safe, immov- 
able, unshakeable, dependable, anchored, 
moored, jammed, rooted, braced ©keep the 
camera steady motionless, still, unshaking, 
static, stationary, unmoving ©a steady gaze 
fixed, intent, unwavering, unfaltering ©a 
steady young man sensible, level-headed, ration- 
al, settled, mature, down-to-earth, full of com- 
mon sense, reliable, dependable, sound, sober, 
serious-minded, responsible, serious ©a steady 
income constant, unchanging, regular, consist- 
ent, invariable, continuous, continual, unceas- 
ing. ceaseless, perpetual, unremitting, un- 
wavering, unfaltenng, unending, endless, 
iound-the-clock, all-year-round 0 a steady boy- 
friend regular, usual, established, settled, 
firm, devoted, faithful 

-opposites unstable, loose, shaky, darting, 
flighty, immature, fluctuating, sporadic, occa- 
sional 

► verb Qhe steadied the rifle stabilize, hold 
steady, brace, support, balance, poise, secure, 
fix, make fast ©she needed to steady her nerves 
calm, soothe, quieten, compose, settle, subdue, 
quell, control, get a grip on 

steal ► verb Qthe raiders stole a fax machine 
purloin, thieve, take, take for oneself, help 
oneself to. loot, pilfer, run off with, carry off. 
shoplift, embezzle, misappropnate, have one’s 
fmgers/hand lq the till, informal walk off with, 
rob, swipe, nab, np off, lift, ‘liberate’, ‘borrow’, 
filch, snaffle, snitch; Bnt informal nick, pinch, 
half-inch, whip, knock off, nobble, N Amer infor- 
mal heist, formal peculate ©his work was stolen by 
his tutor plagiarize, copy, pass off as one’s 
own, pirate, poach, borrow, informal np off, lift, 
pinch, nick, cnb ©he stole a kiss snatch, 
sneak, get stealthily/surreptitiously ©he stole 
out of the room, creep, sneak, slink, slip, slide, 
glide, tiptoe, sidle, slope, edge 

► noun [informal) at £30 it's a steal See bargain noun 
sense 2 

Stealing ► noun theft, thieving, thievery, rob- 
bery, larceny, burglary, shoplifting, pilfenng, 
pilferage, looting, misappropnation, embezzle- 
ment, formal peculation 
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stealth ► noun furtiveness, secret iveness, se- 
crecy, surreptitiousness, sneakiness, slyness 
-opposites openness 

Stealthy ►adjective furtive, secretive, secret, 
surreptitious, sneaking, sly, clandestine, covert, 
conspiratorial 
-opposn es open 

Steam ►noun Q steam from the kettle water va 
pour, condensation, mist, haze, fog, moisture 
0he ran out of steam energy, vigour, vitality, 
stamina, enthusiasm, momentum, impetus, 
force, strength, thrust, impulse, push, dnve. 
speed, pace 

► verb ( informal) he steamed into the shop See run verb 
sense 1 

■ steamed up ( informal) O he got steamed up 
about forgetting his papers See agitated 0 they 
get steamed up about the media See angry sense 
1 

■ let off steam (informal) give vent to one s 
feelings, speak one’s mind, speak out, sound 
off, lose one’s inhibitions, let oneself go, use 
up surplus energy 

■ steam up mist (up/over), fog (up), become 
misty/misted 

Steamy ►adjective Qthe steamy jungle humid, 
muggy, sticky, dripping, moist, damp, clammy, 
sultry, sweaty, steaming 0 (informal) a steamy 
love scene See erotic 0 (informal) they had a 
steamy affair passionate, torrid, amorous, ar- 
dent, lustful, informal sizzling, hot. red-hot 

steel 

■ steel oneself brace oneself, nerve oneself, 
summon (up) one’s courage, screw up one’s 
courage, gear oneself up, prepare oneself, get 
in the right frame of mind, fortify oneself, 
harden oneself, informal psych oneself up, poetic / 
literary gird (up) one’s loins 

Steely ►adjective ©steely light blue-grey, grey, 
steel-coloured, steel-grey, iron-grey 0 steely 
muscles hard, firm, toned, ngid, stiff, tense, 
tensed, taut 0 steely eyes cruel, unfeeling, 
merciless, ruthless, pitiless, heartless, hard- 
hearted, hard, stony, cold-blooded, cold- 
hearted, harsh, callous, severe, unrelenting, 
unpitying, unforgiving, uncaring, unsympathet- 
ic, poetic/ literary adamantine, ©steely determin- 
ation resolute, firm, steadfast, dogged, single- 
minded, bitter, burning, ferocious, fanatical, 
ruthless, iron, grim, gritty, unquenchable, un- 
flinching, unswerving, unfaltering, untiring, 
unwavering 

-opposites flabby, kind, half-hearted 

Steep 1 ►adjective ©steep cliffs precipitous, 
sheer, abrupt, sharp, perpendicular, vertical, 
bluff, vertiginous 0 a steep increase sharp, sud- 
den, precipitate, precipitous, rapid 0 (informal) 
steep prices expensive, dear, costly, high, stiff, 
unreasonable, excessive, exorbitant, extortion 
ate, outrageous, prohibitive, Bnt over the odds 
-opposites gentle, gradual, reasonable 

Steep 2 ►verb ©the ham is then steeped in brine 
marinade, marinate, soak, souse, macerate, 
pickle ©winding sheets were steeped in mercury 
sulphate soak, saturate, immerse, wet through, 
drench, technical ret 0 a city steeped in history 
imbue with, fill with, permeate with, pervade 
with, suffuse with, infuse with, soak in 

Steeple ► noun spire, tower, bell tower, belfry, 
campanile, minaret 


Steer ► verb © he steered the boat guide, direct, 
manoeuvre, dnve, pilot, navigate. Nautical con. 
helm ©Luke steered her down the path guide, 
conduct, direct, lead, take, usher, shepherd, 
marshal, herd 

■ steer clear of keep away from, keep one’s 
distance from, keep at arm’s length, give a 
wide berth to, avoid, avoid dealing with, have 
nothing to do with, shun, eschew 

Stem 1 ► noun a plant stem stalk, shoot, trunk, 
stock, cane, bine 

-RELATED TERMS Cauline 

■ stem from have its origins in, arise from, 
originate from, spring horn, denve from, come 
from, emanate from, flow from, proceed from, 
be caused by, be brought on/about by, be pro- 
duced by 

Stem 2 ►verb he stemmed the flow of blood 
staunch, stop, halt, check, hold back, restrict, 
control, contain, curb, block, dam. slow, less- 
en, reduce, diminish, N Amer stanch, archaic 
stay 

Stench ► noun stink, reek, Bnt informal niff, 
pong, whiff, hum, Scottish informal guff, N Amer 
informal funk, poetic/ literary miasma 

Stentorian ► adjective loud, thundering, thun- 
derous, ear-splitting, deafening, poweiful, 
strong, carrying, booming, resonant, strident 
-opposites quiet, soft 

Step ►noun ©Frank took a step forward pace, 
stride ©she heard a step on the stairs footstep. 
footfall, tread ©she left the room with a springy 
step gait, walk, tread ©it is only a step to the 
river short distance, stone’s throw, spitting 
distance, informal {a hop. skip, and jump} Qthe 
top step stair, tread, (steps) stairs, stancase. 
stairway Qeach step of the ladder rung, tread 
0 resigning is a very serious step course of ac 
tion, measure, move, act, action, initiative, 
manoeuvre, operation Qa significant step to- 
wards a ceasefire advance, development, move, 
movement, breakthrough Q the first step on the 
managerial ladder stage, level, grade, rank, de- 
gree, notch 

► verb ©she stepped forward walk, move, tread, 
pace, stride ©the bull had stepped on his hat 
tread, stamp, trample, squash, crush, flatten 

■ In step he is in step with mainstream thinking in 
accord, in harmony, in agreement, m tune, m 
line, m keeping, in conformity 

■ mind/watch one's step be careful, take 
care, step/tread carefully, exercise care/ 
caution, mind how one goes, look out. watch 
out, be wary, be on one’s guard, be on the qui 
vive 

■ out of step the paper was often out of step with 
public opinion at odds, at variance, m disagree- 
ment, out of tune, out of line, not in keeping, 
out of harmony 

■ step by step one step at a time, bit by bit, 
gradually, in stages, by degrees, slowly, stead- 
lly 

■ step down resign, stand down, give up 
one’s post/job, bow out, abdicate; informal quit. 

■ step In ©nobody stepped in to save the bank 
intervene, intercede, involve oneself, become/ 
get involved, take a hand 0/ stepped in for a 
sick colleague stand in, sit in, fill in. cover, sub- 
stitute, take over; replace, take someone’s 
place, informal sub 
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■ step on it ( informal) hurry up, get a move on, 
speed up. go faster, be quick, informal get crack- 
ing. get moving, step on the gas, Bnt informal get 
one’s skates on, N Amer informal get a wiggle on, 
dated make haste 

■ step something up O the army stepped up its 
offensive increase, intensify, strengthen, aug- 
ment, escalate, informal up, crank up ©] stepped 
up my pace speed up, increase, accelerate, 
quicken, hasten 

Stereotype ► noun the stereotype of the rancher 
standard /conventional image, ieceived ldej, 
cliche, hackneyed idea, formula 
► verb women are often stereotyped as scheming type 
cast, pigeonhole, conventionalize, categorize, 
label, tag 

Stereotyped ► adjective stock, conventional, 
stereotypical, standaid, formulaic, predictable, 
hackneyed, cliched, cliche-ridden, banal, trite, 
unoriginal, typecast, informal corny, old hat 
-opposiils unconventional, original 

Sterile ► adjective O mules are sterile infertile, 
unable to repioduce/conceive, unable to have 
children/young, technical intecund, archaic bar- 
ren 0 sterile desert unproductive, infertile, un- 
fruitful, uncultivatable, barren 0 a sterile de- 
bate pointless, unproductive, unfruitful, unre- 
warding, useless, unprofitable, profitless, futile, 
vam, idle, archaic bootless Q sterile academicism 
unimaginative, uninspired, uninspiring, unori- 
ginal, stale, lifeless, musty 0 sterile conditions 
aseptic, sterilized, germ-free, antiseptic, disin- 
fected. uncontaminated, unpolluted, pure, 
clean, samtaiy, hygienic 

-opposnts fertile, productive, creative, origin- 
al. septic 

sterilize ► verb Qthe scalpel was ftrst sterilized 
disinfect, fumigate, decontaminate, sanitize, 
pasteurize, clean, cleanse, punfy, technical auto- 
clave ©over 6 5 million people were sterilized 
make unable to have children, make infertile, 
hysterectomize, vasectomize 0 stray pets are 
usually sterilized neuter, castrate, spa>, geld, 
cut, fix, desex, N Amer & Austral alter, Bnt informal 
doctor 

-oppositfs contaminate 

Sterling ►adjective (Bnt) excellent, first-rate, 
first-class, exceptional, outstanding, splendid, 
superlative, praiseworthy, laudable, commend- 
able, admirable, valuable, worthy, deserving 
-opposites poor, unexceptional 

Stem 1 ►adjective Qa stem expression serious, 
unsmiling, frowning, severe, forbidding, gnm. 
unfriendly, austere, dour, stony, flinty, steely, 
unrelenting, unforgiving, unbending, unsympa- 
thetic, disapproving © stern measures strict, 
severe, stringent, harsh, drastic, hard, tough, 
extreme, ngid, ruthless, ngorous, exacting, de- 
manding, uncompromising, unspanng, inflex- 
ible, authoritarian, draconian 
-opposites genial, friendly, lenient, lax 

Stem 2 ►noun the stmt of the ship, rear (end), 
back, after end, poop, transom, tail 
-opposites bow 

Stew ►noun 0a beef stew casserole, hotpot, 
ragout, goulash, carbonnade, daube, gnllade, N 
Amer burgoo See list © {mformaf) she’s in a right 
old stew panic, fluster, fret, fuss, fever, informal 
flap, sweat, lather, tizzy, dither, twitter, state, 

N Amer informal twit, poetic /literary pother. 


► verb ©stew the meat for an hour braise, casser- 
ole. simmer, boil, jug, archaic seethe 0 {informal) 
there's no point stewing over it See worry verb 
sense 1 © {informal) the girls sat stewing m the 
heat swelter, be very hot, perspire, sweat, infor- 
mal roast, bake, be boiling 


Stews 


boeuf bourguignon 

joilof rice 

bouillabaisse 

Lancashire hotpot 

bredle 

lobscouse 

Brunswick stew 

mannish water 

burgoo 

mulligan 

callaloo 

olio 

carbonnade 

olia podrkla 

casserole 

osso bucco 

cassoulet 

pepper pot 

chilli con came 

potjie 

daube 

pot pie 

6touff£e 

ragout 

feijoada 

ratatouille 

fricassee 

salmi 

goulash 

siumgullion 

grillade 

smoor 

hopping john 

stifado 

hotpot 

stovies 

Irish stew 

tsimmes 


Steward ► noun o cm air steward flight at 
tendant, cabin attendant, stewardess, air host- 
ess. N Amer informal stew ©the race stewards of 
ficial, marshal, organizer ©the steward of the 
estate (estate) manager, agent, overseer custo- 
dian. caretaker, Bnt land agent, bailiff, Scottish 
factor, histoncal reeve 

stick 1 ► noun Q a ftre made of sticks piece of 
wood, twig, small branch ©he walks with a 
stick walking stick, cane, staff, alpenstock, 
crook, crutch, trademark Zimmer frame ©the 
plants need supporting on sticks cane, pole, post, 
stake, upright Qhe beat me wnth a stick club, 
cudgel, bludgeon, shillelagh, truncheon, baton, 
cane, birch, switch, rod. Bnt informal cosh @(Bnf 
informal) he'll get stick for this See criticism sense 
1 

-opposites praise, commendation 
■ the sticks ( informal) the country, the coun- 
tryside, rural areas, the provinces, the back- 
woods, the back of beyond, the wilds, the hin- 
terland, a backwater, N Amer the backcountry, 
the backland, Austral (NZ the backblocks, the 
booay, S Afncan the backveld, the platteland, in- 
formal the middle of nowhere, N Amer informal 
the boondocks, the boomes. Austral (NZ informal 
Woop Woop, beyond the black stump 

Stick 2 ►verb O he stuck his fork into the sausage 
thrust, push, insert, jab, poke, dig, plunge 
© the bristles stuck into his skin pierce, penetrate, 
puncture, prick, stab ©the cup stuck to its sau- 
cer adhere, cling, be fixed, be glued. Q stick the 
stamp there affix, attach, fasten, fix, paste, 
glue, gum, tape, sellotape, pm, tack ©the 
wheels stuck fast become trapped, become 
jammed, jam, catch, become wedged, become 
lodged, become fixed, become embedded 
Qthat sticks in his mind remain, stay, linger, 
dwell, persist, continue, last, endure ©the 
charges won’t stick be upheld, hold, be believed, 
informal hold water. © ( mformaf) Just stick that sand i 
wich on my desk put (down), place, set (down). 
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lay (down), deposit, position, leave, stow, infor- 
mal dump, bung, park, plonk, pop, N Amer infor- 
mal plunk Q(Bnt informal) I can’t stick it any long- 
er tolerate, put up with, take, stand, stom- 
ach, endure, bear, Scottish thole, informal abide 

■ stick at persevere with, persist with, keep 
at, work at, continue with, carry on with, not 
give up with, hammer away at, stay with, go 
the distance, stay the course, informal soldier on 
with, hang in there 

■ stick by be loyal to. be faithful to, be true 
to, stand by, keep faith with, keep one’s prom- 
ise to 

■ stick It out put up with it, gnn and bear it, 
keep at it, keep going, stay with it, see it 
through, persevere, persist, carry on, struggle 
on, informal hang in there, soldier on, tough it 
out 

■ stick out ©his front teeth stuck out protrude, 
jut (out), project, stand out, extend, poke out, 
bulge, overhang © they stuck out in their strange 
clothes be noticeable, be visible, be obvious, be 
conspicuous, stand out, be obtrusive, be prom- 
inent. attract attention, catch the eye, leap out. 
show up. informal stick/stand out a mile, stick/ 
stand out like a sore thumb 

■ stick to he stuck to his promise abide by, keep, 
adhere to, hold to, comply with, fulfil, make 
good, stand by 

■ stick up for support, take someone's side, 
side with, be on the side of. stand by. stand up 
for, take someone’s part, defend, come to the 
defence of. champion, speak up for, fight for 

stick-in-the-mud ► noun ( informal) (old) 
fogey, conservative, fossil, troglodyte, Bnt mu- 
seum piece, informal fuddy-duddy, square, 
stuffed shirt 

sticky ► adjective ©sticky tape (self-)adhesive, 
gummed, technical adherent Q sticky clay glutin 
ous, viscous, viscid, ropy, gluey, tacky, gummy, 
treacly, syrupy, mucilaginous, Bnt claggy. infor- 
mal gooey, gloopy, lcky, Bnt informal gungy, ft/ 
Amer informal gloppy ©sticky weather humid, 
muggy, close, sultry, steamy, sweaty ©a sticky 
situation • awkward, difficult, tricky, ticklish, 
problematic, delicate, touch-and-go. embarrass- 
ing. sensitive, uncomfortable, informal hairy 
-opposites dry, ffesh, cool, easy 

Stiff ► adjective Q stiff cardboard rigid, hard, 
firm, inelastic, inflexible ©a stiff paste semi- 
solid, viscous, viscid, thick, stiffened, firm 
0I’m stiff all over aching, achy, painful, arthrit- 
ic, rheumatic, informal creaky, rheumaticky, 
rusty O a rather stiff manner formal, reserved, 
unfriendly, chilly, cold, frigid, icy, austere, 
wooden, forced, strained, stilted, informal 
starchy, uptight, stand-offish 0 a stiff fine 
harsh, severe, heavy, crippling, punishing, 
stringent, drastic, draconian, Bnt swingeing 
0 stiff resistance vigorous, determined, full of 
determination, strong, spirited, resolute, ten- 
acious, steely, four-square, unflagging, unyield- 
ing, dogged, stubborn, obdurate, N Amer rock- 
ribbed ©a stiff climb difficult, hard, arduous, 
tough, strenuous, laborious, uphill, exacting, 
tinng. demanding, formidable, challenging, 
punishing, gruelling; informal killing, hellish; Bnt 
informal knackering ©a stiff breeze 1 strong, 
fresh, bnsk ©a stiff drink strong, potent, al- 
coholic 


-opposites flexible, plastic, limp, runny, sup- 
ple, limber, relaxed, informal, lenient, mild, 
half-hearted, easy, gentle, weak 

stiffen ► verb Qsttr until the mixture stiffens be 
come stiff, thicken, set, become solid, solidify, 
harden, gel, congeal, coagulate, clot ©she stiff- 
ened her muscles | without exercise, joints will stiffen 
make/become stiff, tense (up), tighten, tauten 
0 intimidation stiffened their resolve strengthen, 
harden, toughen, fortify, reinforce, give a boost 
to 

-opposites soften, liquefy, relax, weaken 

stifle ► verb O she stifled him with a bolster suf 
focate, choke, asphyxiate, smother © Eleanor 
stifled a giggle suppress, smother, restrain, 
fight back, choke back, gulp back, check, swal- 
low, curb, silence © cartels stifle competition 
constrain, hinder, hamper, impede, hold back, 
curb, check, restrain, prevent, inhibit, sup- 
press 

-opposites let out, cnrourage 

stifling ► adjective airless, suffocating, oppres- 
sive, very hot, sweltering, humid, close, 
muggy, informal boiling 
-opposites ffesh, airy, cold 

Stigma ►noun shame, disgrace, dishonour, ig- 
nominy, opprobrium, humiliation 
-opposites honour, credit 

Stigmatize ►verb condemn, denounce, brand, 
label, mark out. disparage, vilify, pillory, pour 
scorn on, defame 

Still ►adjective QPolly lay still motionless, un- 
moving, not moving a muscle, stock-still, im- 
mobile, like a statue, as if turned to stone, 
rooted to the spot, transfixed, static, stationary 
©u still night quiet, silent, hushed, soundless, 
noiseless, undisturbed, calm, peaceful, serene, 
windless, poetic/ literary stilly ©the lake was still 
calm, flat, even, smooth, placid, tranquil, pa- 
cific. waveless, glassy, like a millpond, unruf- 
fled 

-opposites moving, active, noisy, rough 

► noun the still of the night quietness, quiet, quiet- 
ude. silence, stillness, hush, soundlessness, 
calm, tranquillity, peace, serenity 
-opposites noise, disturbance, hubbub 

► adverb Q he’s still here up to this time, up to the 
present time, until now, even now, yet ©He's 
crazy Still, he’s harmless nevertheless, nonethe- 
less, all the same, just the same, anyway, any- 
how, even so, yet, but, however, notwithstand- 
ing, despite that, in spite of that, for all that, 
be that as it may, in any event, at any rate, in- 
formal still and all 

► verb Qhe stilled the crowd quieten, quiet, si- 
lence, hush, calm, settle, pacify, soothe, lull, 
allay, subdue ©the wind stilled abate, die 
down, lessen, subside, ease up/off, let up, mod- 
erate, slacken, weaken 

-opposites stir up, get stronger, get up 

Stilted ►adjective strained, forced, contrived, 
constrained, laboured, stiff, self-conscious, awk- 
ward, unnatural, wooden. 

-opposites natural, effortless, spontaneous 

Stimulant ►noun Q caffeine is a stimulant 
tonic, restorative; antidepressant, informal pep 
pill, upper, pick-me-up, bracer, Medicine analep- 
tic ©a stimulant to discussion : stimulus, incen- 
tive, encouragement, impetus, inducement, fil- 
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Up, boost, spur, prompt, informal shot in the 
arm 

-opposites sedative, downer, deterrent 

Stimulate ► verb encourage, act as a stinv 
ulus/incentive/impetus/fillip/spur to, prompt, 
prod, move, motivate, tngger, spark, spur on. 
galvanize, activate, kindle, fire, fire with enthu- 
siasm, fuel, whet, nourish, inspire, incentivize, 
inspirit, louse, excite, animate, electnfy, N 
Amer light a file under, spirit someone up 
-opposites discourage 

Stimulating ►adjective ©a stimulating effect on 
the circulation restorative, tonic, invigorating, 
bracing, energizing, reviving, refreshing, revi- 
talizing, revivifying, Medicine analeptic 0 a 
stimulating lecture thought-provoking, interest- 
ing, fascinating, inspiring, inspirational, lively, 
spaikling, exciting, stirring, rousing, intri- 
guing, giving one food for thought, refreshing, 
provocative, challenging 

-oppositfs sedative, uninspuing, umnteiest- 
mg, boring 

stimulus ► noun spur, stimulant, encouiage- 
ment, impetus, boost, prompt, piod, incentive, 
inducement, inspiration, fillip, motivation, im- 
pulse, informal shot in rhe arm 
-opposites deterrent, discouragement 

sting ►noun Oa bee sling prick, wound, injury, 
puncture 0this cream will take the sling awav 
smart, pricking, pain, soreness, hurt, irritation 
©the s ting of his betrayal heartache, heart- 
bieak, agony, torture, torment, hurt, pain, an- 
guish O there was a sting in her words sharp 
ness, severity, bite, edge, pointedness, asperity, 
sarcasm, acrimony, malice, spite, venom Q(tn- 
formal) the victim of a sting swindle, fraud, decep- 
tion, tnckery, sharp practice, informal np-olf, 
<on, con trick, fiddle. N Amer informal bunco 

► verb ©she was stung by a scorpion prick, wound, 
poison ©the smoke made her eyes stmg smart. 
burn hurt, be irritated, be sore ©the criticism 
stung her upset, wound, cut to the quick, sear, 
grieve, hurt, pain, torment, mortify Ohe was 
stung into actum provoke, goad, incite, spur, 
pnek, prod, rouse, drive, galvanize © (informal) 
they stung a bank for thousands swindle, defraud, 
cheat, fleece, gull, informal np off, sciew, shaft, 
bilk, do, took, diddle, take for a ride, skin, N 
Amer informal chisel, gouge, Bnt informal, dated 
rush 

-opposites deter 

Stingy ►adjective ( informal) mean, miserly, nig- 
gardly, close-fisted, parsimonious, penny- 
pinching, cheese-paring. Scrooge-like, informal 
tight-fisted, tight, mingy, money-grubbing, N 
Amer informal cheap, formal penurious, archaic 
near, niggard 

-opposites generous, liberal 

stink ► verb Qhts clothes stank of sweat reek, 
smell (foul/bad/disgusting), stink/smell to high 
heaven. © {informal) the whole idea stinks BE very 
unpleasant, be abhorrent, be despicable, be 
contemptible, be disgusting, be vile, be foul, N 
Amer informal suck Q {informal) the whole affair 
sttnks of a set-up smack, reek, give the impres- 
sion, have all the hallmarks, strongly suggest 

► noun ©the sttnk of sweat stench, reek, foul/bad 
smell, malodour, Bnt informal pong, niff, hum, 
Scottish informal guff; N Amer informal funk, poetic j 
literary miasma © [informal) she kicked up a stink 
fuss, commotion, rumpus, ruckus, trouble. 


outcry, uproar, brouhaha, furore, informal song 
and dance, to-do, kerfuffle, hoo-ha, Bnt informal 
row, carry-on 

Stinking ►adjective © stinking rubbish foul- 
smelling. smelly, reeking, fetid, malodorous, 
rank, putrid, noxious, informal stinky, reeky, Bnt 
informal niffing, niffy, pongy, whiffy, humming. 
N Amer informal funky, poetic /literary miasmic, noi- 
some © ( informal) a stinking cold dreadful, 
awful, terrible, frightful, ghastly, nasty, foul, 
vile, Bnt informal rotten, shocking 
— opposi i es sweet-smellmg, aromatic, mild, 
slight 

Stint ► verb we saved by stinting on food skimp, 
scrimp, be economical, economize, be sparing, 
hold back, be frugal, be mean, be parsimoni- 
ous, limit, restrict, informal be stingy, be mingy, 
be tight 

► noun a two-week stint m the office spell, stretch, 
turn, session, term, shift, tour of duty 

Stipulate ► verb specify, set down, set our, lay 
down, demand, require, insist on, make a con- 
dition of, prescribe, impose. Law provide 

Stipulation ►noun condition, precondition, 
proviso, piovision, prerequisite, specification, 
demand, requirement, rider, caveat, qualifica- 
tion 

stir ► verb ©stir the mixture well mix, blend, agi- 
tate, beat, whip, whisk, fold in, N Amer mud- 
dle ©Travis stirred in his sleep move slightly, 
change one’s position, shift ©a breeze stirred 
the leaves disturb, rustle, shake, move, flutter, 
agitate Ohe finally stirred at ten o'clock get up. 
get out of bed. rouse oneself, rise, wake (up). 
awaken, informal rise and shine, surface, show 
signs of life, formal arise, poetic /literary waken ©/ 
never stirred from here move, budge, make a 
move, shift, go away, leave © symbolism tan stir 
the imagination arouse, rouse, fire, kindle, in- 
spire, stimulate, excite, awaken, quicken, 
poetic /literary waken ©the war stirred him to ac- 
tion spur, drive, rouse, prompt, propel, prod, 
motivate, encourage, urge, impel, provoke, 
goad, prick, sting, incite, N Amer light a fire 
under 

-opposites go to bed. retire, go to sleep, stul 
tify, stay, stay put 

► noun the news caused a stir commotion, disturb- 
ance, fuss, excitement, turmoil, sensation, infor- 
mal to-do, hoo-ha, hullabaloo, flap, splash 

■ stir something up whip up. work up, fo- 
ment, fan the flames of, tngger, spark off, pre- 
cipitate, excite, provoke, incite 

Stirring ►adjective exciting, thrilling, rousing, 
stimulating, moving, mspmng, inspirational, 
passionate, impassioned, emotional, heady 
-opposites boring, pedestrian 

stitch ► noun © a row of zigzag stitches See list at 
sewing © he was panting and had a stitch sharp 
pain, stabbing pain, shooting pain, stab of pain, 
pang, twinge, spasm 

► verb the seams are stitched by hand sew, baste, 
tack, seam, hem. dam 

■ stitch someone up (Bnt informal) falsely in 
criminate, get someone into trouble, informal 
frame, set up, Bnt informal fit someone up, drop 
someone m it 

Stock ►noun Qthe shop carries little stock mer 
chandise, goods, wares, items/articles for sale, 
inventory ©a stock of fuel store, supply, 
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stockpile, reserve, hoard, cache, bank, accumu- 
lation. quantity, collection ©/arm stock ■ ani 
mals, livestock, beasts, flocks, herds © blue-chip 
stocks shares, securities, equities, bonds Qhts 
stock is low with most voters popularity, favour, 
regard, estimation, standmg, status, reputation, 
name, prestige. © his mother was of French stock 
descent, ancestry, ongm(s), parentage, pedi- 
gree, lineage, line (of descent), heritage, birth, 
extraction, family, blood, bloodline ©chicken 
stock bouillon, broth ©the stock of a weapon 
handle, butt, haft, gnp, shaft, shank 

* adjective ©a stock size standard, regular, nor- 
mal, established, set, common, readily/widely 
available, staple ©the stock response usual, 
routine, predictable, set, standard, staple, cus- 
tomaiy. familiar, conventional, traditional, 
stereotyped, cliched, hackneyed, unoriginal, 
formulaic 

-opposites non-standard, original, unusual 

► verb ©we do not stock GM food sell, carry, keep 
(in stock), offer, have (for sale), retail, supply 
©the /ridge was well stocked with milk supply, 
provide, ftimish, provision, equip, fill, load 

■ in stock for/on sale, (immediately) avail- 
able, on the shelf 

■ stock up on/wlth amass supplies of, stock- 
pile. hoard, cache, lay in, buy up/in, put away/ 
by, put/set aside, collect, accumulate, save, infor- 
mal squirrel away, salt away, stash away 

■ take stock of review, assess, weigh up, ap- 
praise, evaluate, informal size up 

Stockings ► plural noun nylons, stay-ups, 
tights, hosiery, hose, N Amer pantyhose 

Stockpile ► noun a stockpile of weapons stock, 
store, supply, accumulation, collection, reserve, 
hoard, cache, informal stash 

► verb food had been stockpiled store up. amass, ac- 
cumulate, store (up), stock up on. hoard, cache, 
collect, lay in. put away, put/set aside, put by. 
put away for a rainy day. stow away, save, infor- 
mal salt away, stash away 

Stock-Still ►adjective motionless, completely 
still, unmoving, not moving a muscle, linmo-* 
bile, like a statue, as if turned to stone, rooted 
to the spot, transfixed, static, stationary 
-opposites moving, active 

Stocky ► adjective thickset, sturdy, heavily 
built, chunky, burly, strapping, brawny, solid, 
heavy, hefty, beefy 
-opposites slender, skinny 

Stodgy ►adjective ©a stodgy pudding solid, 
substantial, filling, hearty, heavy, starchy, indi- 
gestible © stodgy writing boring, dull, uninter- 
esting. dreary, turgid, tedious, dry, heavy 
going, unimaginative, uninspired, unexciting, 
unoriginal, monotonous, humdrum, prosaic, 
staid; informal deadly, square 
-opposite s light, interesting, lively 

stoical ► adjective long-suffering, uncom- 
plaining. patient, forbearing, accepting, toler- 
ant, resigned, phlegmatic, philosophical 
-opposites complaining, intolerant 

Stoicism ►noun patience, forbearance, resig- 
nation, fortitude, endurance, acceptance, toler- 
ance, philosophicalness, phlegm 
-opposites intolerance 

Stoko ►verb add fuel to, mend, keep burning, 
tend. 


Stolid ► adjective impassive, phlegmatic, unemo- 
tional, cool, calm, placid, unexcitable, depend- 
able, unimaginative, dull 
-opposites emotional, lively, imaginative 

Stomach ►noun ©a stomach pain abdomen, 
belly, gut, middle, informal tummy, turn, bread- 
basket. insides ©his fat stomach paunch, pot 
belly, beer belly, girth, informal beer gut, pot, 
tummy, spare tyre, middle-aged spread. N Amer 
informal bay window, dated, humorous corporation 
©he had no stomach for it appetite, taste, hun- 
ger, thirst, inclination, desire, relish, fancy 
-RELATED TERMS gastric 

► verb ©/ can't stomach butter digest, keep down, 
manage to eat/consume, tolerate, take ©they 
couldn’t stomach the stght tolerate, put up with, 
take, stand, enduie, bear, Scottish thole, informal 
hack, abide, Bnt informal stick 

Stomach ache ►noun indigestion, dyspep- 
sia, colic, gripe, informal bellyache, tummy ache, 
gut ache, collywobbles 

stone ►noun ©someone threw' a stone at me 
rock, pebble, boulder See list at rock ©a 
commemorative stone tablet, monument, mono- 
lith. obelisk, gravestone, headstone, tombstone 
©paving stones slab, flagstone, flag, sett ©a 
precious stone gem. gemstone, jewel, semi- 
precious stone, brilliant, informal iock, sparkler 
See lists at gem, mineral Qa peach stone ker 
nel, seed, pip, pit 
-related terms lithic, lapidary 

stony ►adjective Qa stony path rocky, pebbly, 
gravelly, shingly, rough, hard ©a stony stare 
unfriendly, hostile, cold, chilly, frosty, icy. 
hard, flinty, steely, stern, severe, fixed, expres- 
sionless, blank, poker-faced, deadpan, unfeel- 
ing, uncaring, unsympathetic, indifferent, 
cold-hearted, callous, heartless, hard-hearted, 
stony-hearted, merciless, pitiless 
-opposites smooth, friendly, sympathetic 

Stooge ►noun ©a government stooge under 
ling, minion, lackey, subordinate, henchman, 
puppet, pawn, cat’s paw, informal sidekick, Bnt in- 
formal dogsbody, poodle ©a comedian’s stooge 
butt, foil, straight man 

Stool ► noun. See list at chair 

Stoop ►verb ©she stooped to pick up the pen 
bend (over/down), lean over/down, crouch 
(down) ©he stooped his head lower, bend, in- 
cline, bow, duck ©he stoops when he walks 
hunch one s shoulders, walk with a stoop, be 
round-shouldered © Davis would stoop to crime 
lower oneself, sink, descend, resort, go as far 
as, sink as low as 

► noun a man with a stoop hunch, round shoul- 
ders, curvature of the spine, Medicine kyphosis 

Stop ►verb ©we can’t stop the decline put an 
end/stop/halt to, bring to an end/stop/halt/ 
close/standstill, end, halt, finish, terminate, 
wind up, discontinue, cut short, interrupt nip 
in the bud, deactivate, shut down ©he stopped 
running, cease, discontinue, desist from, break 
off, give up, abandon, abstain from, cut out; in- 
formal quit, leave off, knock off, pack in, lay off, 
give over, Bnt informal jack m © the car stopped 
pull up, draw up, come to a stop/halt, come to 
rest, pull in, pull over, park ©the music 
stopped : come to an end/stop/standstill, cease, 
end, finish, draw to a close, be over, conclude, 
terminate, pause, break off; peter out, fade 
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away ©divers stopped the flow of oil stem, 
staunch, hold back, check, curb, block, dam, N 
Amer stanch, archaic stay © the police stopped her 
leaving prevent, hinder, obstruct, impede, 
block, bar, preclude, dissuade from ©the coun- 
cil stopped the Kilmarnock scheme thwart, baulk, 
foil, frustrate, stand in the way of, scotch, de- 
rail, informal put paid to. put the kibosh on, do 
toi, stymie, Bnt informal scupper ©the firm stops 
your tax withhold, keep back, hold back, de- 
duct, take away, refuse to pay ©just stop the 
bottle with your thumb block (up), plug, close 
(up), fill (up), seal, caulk, bung up, technical oc- 
clude 

-opposites start, begin, continue, allow, en- 
couiage, expedite, pay. open 

► noun Qall business came to a stop halt, end, fin- 
ish, close, standstill, cessation, conclusion, 
stoppage, discontinuation 0 a brief stop in the 
tow Ti break, stopover, stop-off. stay, visit, formal 
sojourn e the next stop is Oxford Street stopping 
place, halt, station, stage Q a full stop (full) 
point, N Amer period 

-opposites start, beginning, continuation 

■ put a stop to. See stop verb senses 1. 7 

■ stop off/over break ones journey, take a 
bieak, pause, stay, lemain, put up, lodge, lest, 
formal sojourn 

Stopgap ► noun that old plane was merely a stop- 
gap temporary solution, expedient, make- 
shift. substitute, stand-in 

► adjective a stopgap measure temporary, provi- 
sional. interim, pro tem, short-teim, working, 
makeshift, emeigency, caretaker, acting, fill-in, 
stand-in 

-opposites permanent 

Stopover ► noun break, stop, stop-off, visit, 
stay, formal sojourn 

Stoppage ► noun Q the stoppage of production 
discontinuation, stopping, halting, cessation, 
termination, end, finish, interruption, suspen- 
sion. breaking off 0 a stoppage of the blood sup- 
ply obstruction, blocking, blockage, block. 
Medicine occlusion, stasis ©a stoppage over pay 
strike, walkout, industrial action O(Bnt) she 
was paid LJ40 an hour before stoppages deduc 
tion, subtraction 
-opposiies start, continuation 

Stopper ► noun bung, plug, cork, spigot, spile, 
seal, N Amer stopple 

Store ► noun Qa store of food stock, supply, 
stockpile, hoard, cache, reserve, bank, pool 
0 a grain store storeroom, storehouse, reposi- 
tory, depository, stockroom, depot, warehouse, 
magazine, informal lock-up © ship’s stores sup 
plies, provisions, stocks, necessities, food, ra- 
tions, provender, materials, equipment, hard- 
ware, Military materiel, accoutrements, Nautical 
chandlery ©a DIY store shop, (retail) outlet, 
boutique, department store, chain store, em- 
porium, supermarket, hypermarket, super- 
store, megastore 

► verb rabbits don't store food keep, keep in re- 
serve, stockpile, lay in, put/set aside, put 
away/by, put away for a rainy day, save, col- 
lect, accumulate, hoard, cache, informal squirrel 
away, salt away, stash away 

-opposites use. discard 
■ sot (groat) storo by value, attach great im- 
portance to, put a high value on, put a pre- 


mium on, think highly of, hold in (high) re- 
gard, have a high opinion of, informal rate 
Storehouse ► noun warehouse, depository, 
repository, store, storeroom, depot 
Storey ► noun floor, level, deck 

Storm ►noun ©battered by a storm tempest, 
squall, gale, hurricane, tornado, cyclone, ty- 
phoon, thunderstorm, rainstorm, monsoon, 
hailstorm, snowstorm, blizzard, N Amer willi- 
waw, windstorm ©a storm of bullets volley, 
salvo, fusillade, barrage, cannonade, shower, 
spray, hail, rain © there was a storm over his re- 
marks uproar, outcry, fuss, furore, brouhaha, 
mm pus, trouble, hue and ciy, controversy, infor- 
mal to-do, hoo-ha, hullabaloo, ballyhoo, ruc- 
tions, stink, Bnt informal row ©a storm of protest 
outburst, outbreak, explosion, eruption, out- 
pouring, surge, blaze, flare-up, wave 
► verb ©she stormed out stride angrily, stomp, 
march, stalk, flounce, stamp, fling ©his mother 
stormed at him rant, rave, shout, bellow, roar, 
thunder, iage Q police stormed the building at 
tack, chaige, rush, assail, descend on, swoop 
on 

stormy ►adjective ©stormy weather blustery, 
squally, windy, gusty, blowy, lainy, thundery, 
wild, tempestuous, turbulent, violent, rough, 
foul 0 a stormy debate angry, heated, fiery, 
fieice, furious, passionate, ‘lively’ 

-opposites calm, fine, peaceful 
Story ►noun ©an adventure story tale, narra- 
tive. account, anecdote, informal yarn, spiel .Set’ 
list ©the novel has a good story plot, storyline, 
scenano, formal diegesis ©the story appeared in 
the papers news item, news leport, article, fea- 
ture. piece © there have been a lot of stones going 
round rumour, piece of gossip, whisper; specu- 
lation, Austral /NZ informal furphy 0 Harper 
changed his story testimony, statement, report, 
account, version © Elbe never told stones See 
falsehood sense 1 

Types of Story 

See also novel. 

adventure story 
allegory 
bedtime story 
black comedy 
blockbuster 
dlffhanger 
comedy 
conte 

crime story ** 
detective story 
epic 

exemplum 
fable 
fabliau 
fairy story 
fairy tale 
fantasy 
folk story 
folk tale 
ghost story 
gothic novel 


heartbreaker 
historical novel 
horror story 
just-so story 
legend 
MSrchen 
mystery 
myth 

nancy story 
parable 
romance 
saga 

short story 
spine-chiller 
tearjerker 
thriller 
true story 
urban myth 
western 
whodunnit 


Storyteller ►noun narrator, teller of tales, 
raconteur, raconteuse, fabulist, anecdotalist, 
Austral informal magsman. 
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Stout * adjective ©a short stout man fat. 
plump, portly, rotund, dumpy, chunky, corpu- 
lent. stocky, burly, bulky, hefty, solidly built, 
thickset, informal tubby, pudgy, Bnt informal 
podgy, fubsy. N Amer informal zaftig, corn-fed, ar- 
chaic pursy 0 stout leather shoes strong, sturdy, 
solid, substantial, robust, tough, durable, hard- 
wearing 0 stout resistance determined, vigor- 
ous, forceful, spirited, staunch, steadfast, stal- 
wart, firm, resolute, unyielding, dogged, brave, 
bold, courageous, valiant, valorous, gallant, 
fearless, doughty, intrepid, informal gutsy, 
spunky 

-opposites thm. flimsy, feeble 

Stout-hearted ► adjective brave, determined, 
courageous, bold, plucky, spirited, valiant, val- 
orous. gallant, fearless, doughty, intrepid, stal- 
wart. informal gutsy, spunky 

Stove ► noun oven, range, cooker 

Stow ► verb Barney stowed her luggage in the boot 
pack, load, store, place, put (away), deposit, 
stash 

-opposites unload 

■ stow away hide, conceal oneself, travel se- 
cretly 

Straddle ► verb ©she straddled the motorbike 
sit'stand astride, bestride, mount, get on 0 a 
mountain range straddling the border lie on both 
sides of, extend across, span Q{N Amer) he 
straddled the issue of taxes be equivocal about, 
be undecided about, equivocate about, vacillate 
about, waver about, informal sit on the fence 

Strafe ►verb bomb, shell, bombard, fire on. 
machme-gun, rake with gunfire, enfilade, ar- 
chaic fusillade 

Straggle ►verb trail, lag, dawdle, walk slow- 
ly. fall behind, bring up the rear 

Straggly ►adjective untidy, messy, unkempt, 
straggling, dishevelled 

straight ►adjective Qu long, straight road un 
swerving, undeviating, linear, as straight as an 
arrow, uncurving, unbending 0 that pictufe 
isn't straight level, even, m line, aligned, 
square, vertical, upright, perpendicular, hori- 
zontal. e we must get the place straight in order, 
(neat and) tidy, neat, shipshape (and Bristol 
fashion), orderly, spick and span, organized, ar- 
ranged, sorted out, straightened out ©a 
straight answer honest, direct, frank, candid, 
truthful, sincere, forthright, straightforward, 
plain-spoken, blunt, straight from the shoul- 
der, unequivocal, unambiguous, informal up- 
front 0 straight thinking' logical, rational, 
clear, lucid, sound, coherent Q three straight 
wins, successive, in succession, consecutive, in 
a row. running, informal on the trot 0 straight 
brandy undiluted, neat, pure, N Amer informal 
straight up 0 (informal) she's very straight re 
spectable, conventional, conservative, trad- 
itional, old-fashioned, strait-laced, informal stuffy, 
square, fuddy-duddy. 

-opposites winding, crooked, untidy, evasive 
► adverb Qhe looked me straight in the eyes right, 
directly, squarely, full; informal smack, (slap) 
bang, N Amer informal spang, smack dab 0$he 
drove straight home, directly, nght, by a direct 
route ©III call you straight back, right away, 
straight away, immediately, directly, at once; 
archaic straightway. ©I told her straight : frankly, 
directly, candidly, honestly, forthrightly, plain- 


ly. point-blank, bluntly, flatly, straight from 
the shoulder, without beating about the bush, 
without mincing words, unequivocally, unam- 
biguously. in plain English, to someone's face, 
Brit informal straight up Qhe can't think straight 
logically, rationally, clearly, lucidly, coherent- 
ly, cogently 

■ go straight reform, mend one’s ways, turn 
over a new leaf, get back on the straight and 
narrow 

■ straight away at once, nght away, (nght) 
now, this/that (very) minute, this/that instant, 
ininuciidtely, instantly, directly, forthwith, 
without further/more ado, promptly, quickly, 
without delay, then and there, here and now, 
asap, as soon as possible, as quickly as pos- 
sible, N Amer m short order, informal straight off, 
in double quick time, p d q . pretty damn 
quick, pronto, before you can say Jack Robin- 
son, N Amer informal lickety-split, archaic straight, 
straightway 

■ straight from the shoulder. See straight ad- 
verb sense 4 

Straighten ►verb QROTy straightened his tte 
make straight, adjust, arrange, rearrange, 
(make) tidy, spmce up ©we must straighten 
things out with Viola put,- set right, sort out, 
clear up, settle, resolve, put in order, regular- 
ize. rectify, remedy, informal patch up 0he 
straightened up stand up (straight), stand up- 
nght 

Straightforward ►adjective ©the process was 
remarkably straightforward uncomplicated, sim- 
ple, easy, effortless, painless, undemanding, 
plain sailing, child’s play, informal as easy as fall- 
ing off a log, as easy as pie, a piece of cake, a 
cinch, a snip, a doddle, a breeze, a cakewalk, 
Bnt informal easy-peasy, a doss, N Amer informal 
duck soup, a snap, Austral iNZ informal a bludge, a 
snack ©a straightforward man honest, frank, 
candid, open, truthful, sincere, on the level, 
forthright, plain-speaking, direct, unambigu- 
ous. informal upfront, N Amer informal on the up 
and up 

-opposites complicated 

Strain 1 ►verb Qtake care that you don’t strain 
yourself overtax, overwork, overextend, ovei- 
reach, dnve too far, overdo it, exhaust, wear 
out, informal knacker, knock oneself out ©you 
have strained a muscle injure, damage, pull, 
wrench, twist, sprain ©we strained to haul the 
guns up the slope struggle, labour, toil, make 
every effort, try very hard, break one’s back, 
push/dnve oneself to the limit, informal pull out 
all the stops, go all out, bust a gut, Austral infor- 
mal go for the doctor O the flood of refugees is 
straining the relief services, make excessive de 
mands on, overtax, be too much for, test. tax. 
put a strain on ©the bear strained at the chain 
pull, tug, heave, haul, jerk, informal yank 0 {ar- 
chaic) she strained the infant to her bosom ■ clasp, 
press, clutch, hold tight; embrace, hug, enfold, 
envelop 0 strain the mixture sieve, sift, filter, 
screen, riddle, rare filtrate 
► noun Qthe rope snapped under the strain: tension, 
tightness, tautness. 0 muscle strain injury. 
sprain, wrench, twist ©the strutn of her job 
pressure, demands, burdens; stress, informal 
hassle © Melissa was showing signs of strain • 
stress, (nervous) tension; exhaustion, fatigue, 
pressure of work, overwork, ©the strains of 
Brahms's lullaby • sound, music, melody, tune. 
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Strain 2 ► noun Qa different strain of flu variety, 
kind, type, sort, breed, genus Q Hawthorne was 
of Puritan strain descent, ancestry, ongin(s). 
parentage, lineage, extraction, family, roots 
0 thtTe was a strain of insanity in the family ten- 
dency, susceptibility, propensity, proneness, 
trait, disposition Qa strain of solemnity elem 
ent, strand, vein, note, trace, touch, sugges- 
tion, hint 

Strained ► adjective O relations between them 
were strained awkward, tense, uneasy, uncom- 
fortable. edgy, difficult, troubled © Jean’s 
strained face drawn, careworn, worn, pinched, 
tired, exhausted, drained, haggaid ©a strained 
smile forced, constrained, unnatural, artificial, 
insincere, false, affected, put-on 
-opposites friendly 

Strainer ►noun sieve, colandei, filter, sifter, 
riddle, screen, archaic griddle 

strait ► noun O a strait about six miles wide 
channel, sound, inlet, stretch of water Qthe 
company is m desperate straits a bad, difficult 
situation, difficulty, trouble, crisis, a mess, a 
predicament, a plight, informal hot/deep water, a 
jam, a hole, a bind, a fix, a scrape 

Straitened ► adjective impoverished, poverty- 
stricken, poor, destitute, penniless, on one’s 
beam-ends, as poor as a church mouse, in pen- 
ury, impecunious, unable to make ends meet, 
m reduced circumstances, Brit on the breadline, 
informal (flat) bioke. strapped for cash, on one’s 
uppers, Brit informal stony bioke. skint, in Queer 
Street. N Amer informal stone bioke. fomial pen- 
urious 

Strait-laced ►adjective prim (and proper). 
prudish, puritanical, prissy, mimsy. niminy- 
piminy, conservative, old-fashioned, stuffy, 
staid, nanow-mmded. informal starchy, square, 
fuddy-duddy 

-opposhfs broad-minded 

Strand 1 ►noun Q strands of wool thread, fila- 
ment, fibre, length, ply Qthe various strands oj 
the ecological movement element, component, 
factor, ingredient, aspect, feature, strain 
Strand 2 ► noun {poetic/ literary) a walk along the 
strand seashore, shoie. beach, sands, fore- 
shore, shoreline, seaside, waterfront, front, 
waterside 

Stranded ►adjective Qa stranded ship 
beached, grounded, run aground, high and dry, 
shipwrecked, wrecked, marooned ©she was 
stranded m a strange city helpless, without re- 
sources, m difficulties, m the lurch, aban- 
doned, deserted 

Strange ►adjective Q strange things have been 
happening unusual, odd, curious, peculiar, 
funny, bizarre, weird, uncanny, queer, unex- 
pected. unfamiliar, atypical, anomalous, out of 
the ordinary, extraordinary, puzzling, mystify- 
ing, mysterious, perplexing, baffling, un- 
accountable, inexplicable, singular, freakish, 
suspicious, questionable, eerie, unnatural; mfor- 
mal fishy, creepy, spooky © strange clothes 
weird, eccentric, odd. peculiar, funny, bizarre, 
unusual, unconventional, outlandish, freakish, 
quirky, zany, informal wacky, way out, freaky, 
kooky, offbeat, off the wall, N Amer informal 
screwy, wacko 0 visiting a strange house, un 
familiar, unknown, new QJean was feeling 
strange, ill, unwell, poorly, peaky, Bnt off col- 


our, informal under the weather, funny, peculiar, 
lousy, Bnt informal off, ropy, grotty, Austral / NZ in- 
formal crook, dated queer Qshe felt strange with 
him ill at ease, uneasy, uncomfortable, awk- 
ward, self-conscious 0 (archaic) I am strange to 
the work See a stranger to at stranger 
-opposites ordinary, familiar 
strangeness ► noun oddity, eccentricity, pe- 
culiarity, cunousness, bizarreness, weirdness, 
queemess, unusualness, abnormality, un- 
accountability, inexplicability, mcongruous- 
ness, outlandishness. singularity 
Stranger ► noun newcomer, new arrival, visit- 
or, outsider, Austral informal blow-in 
■ a stranger to unaccustomed to, unfamiliar 
with, unused to, new to. fresh to, inexperi- 
enced in, archaic strange to 
Strangle ►verb Qthe victim was strangled with a 
scarf throttle, choke, garrotte, informal strangu- 
late Qshe strangled a sob suppress, smother, 
stifle, repress, restrain, fight back, choke back 
0 bureaucracy is strangling commercial activity 
hamper, hinder, impede, restrict, inhibit, curb, 
check, constrain, squash, crush, suppress, re- 
press 

Strap ► noun thick leather straps thong, tie, 
band, belt 

► verb Qa bag was strapped to the bicycle fasten, 
secure, tie, bind, make fast. lash, truss Qhis 
knee was strapped up bandage, bind 0 his father 
strapped him See lash verb sense 1 

Strapping ►adjective big, strong, well built, 
biawny, burly, broad-shouldeied, muscular, 
rugged, informal hunky, beefy, dated stalwart 
—opposites weedy 

stratagem ► noun plan, scheme, tactic, man- 
oeuvre, ploy, device, trick, ruse. plot, machin- 
ation. dodge, subterfuge, artifice, Bnt informal 
wheeze. Austral informal lurk, archaic shift 
Strategic ►adjective planned, calculated, tac- 
tical, politic, judicious, prudent, shrewd 
Strategy ►noun Qthe government’s economic 
strategy master plan, grand design, game plan, 
plan (of action), policy, programme, tactics 
©military strategy the art of war, (military) 
tactics 

Stratum ►noun Qa stratum of flint layer, 
vein, seam, lode, bed Qthis stratum of society 
level, class, echelon, rank, grade, group, set, 
caste, dated station, estate 
Stray ►verb Qthe gazelle had strayed from the 
herd wander off, go astray, get separated, get 
lost © we strayed from our original topic digress, 
deviate, wander, get sidetracked, go off at a 
tangent, get off the subject Qthe young men 
were likely to stray be unfaithful, have affairs, 
philander, informal play around, play the field 
Qhe strayed from the path of righteousness sin, 
transgress, err, go astray, archaic trespass 
0 (poetic /literary) straying about in a strange place 
roam, rove, wander, drift 

► adjective Qa stray dog homeless, lost, strayed, 
gone astray, abandoned. Qa stray bullet ran 
dom, chance, freak, unexpected, isolated, lone, 
single 

► noun wardens who deal with strays homeless ani 
mal, stray dog/cat, waif 

Streak ► noun 0 a streak of orange light ■ band, 
line, strip, stripe, vein, slash, ray Qgreen 
streaks on her legs, mark, smear, smudge, stain, 
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blotch, informal splotch ©a streak of self- 
destructiveness element, vein, touch, strain, 
trait, characteristic Qa winning streak period, 
spell, stretch, run, Bnt informal patch 

► verb ©the sky was streaked with red stripe, 
band, fleck, archaic freak © over alls streaked with 
paint mark, daub, smear, informal splotch ©Mi- 
randa streaked across the road See run verb sense 
1 

Streaky ► adjective striped, stripy, streaked, 
banded, veined, brindled 

Stream ►noun Qa mountain stream brook, 
rivulet, nil. runnel, streamlet, freshet, tribu- 
tary, Scottish & N English burn, N English beck, S 
English bourn, N Amer & Austral /NZ creek, Austral 
billabong ©a stream of boiling water jet, flow, 
rush, gush, surge, torrent, flood, cascade, out- 
pouring. outflow, technical efflux ©a steady 
stream of visitors succession, senes, stnng 

► verb Q tears were streaming down her jace flow, 
pour, course, mn. gush, surge, flood, cascade, 
spill © children streamed out of the c lassrooms 
pour, surge, flood, swarm, pile, crowd ©a /lag 
streamed from the mast flutter, float, flap, fly, 
blow, waft, wave 

Streamer ► noun pennant, pennon, flag, ban- 
derole. banner 

Streamlined ►adjective © streamlined cars 
aerodynamic, smooth, sleek, elegant ©a 
streamlined organization efficient, smooth- 
running, well run, slick, time-saving, labour- 
saving 

street ► noun Amsterdam’s narrow cobbled streets 
road, thoroughfare, avenue, dnve, boulevaid, 
parade, side street/road, lane, N Amer highway 

■ the man/woman in the street an ordinary 
person, Mr/Mrs Average, Bnt informal Joe Bloggs, 
Joe Public, the man on the Clapham omnibus, 
N Amer informal John Doe, Joe Sixpack 

■ on the streets homeless, sleeping lough, 
down and out 

Strength ►noun © enormous physical strength 
power, brawn, muscle, muscularity, burliness, ’ 
sturdiness, robustness, toughness, hardiness, 
vigour, force, might, informal beef, poetic /literary 
thew © Oliver began to regatn his strength 
health, fitness, vigour, stamina ©her great 
inner strength fortitude, resilience, spirit, back- 
bone, strength of character, courage, bravery, 
pluck, pluckiness, courageousness, grit, informal 
guts, spunk ©the strength of the retaining wall 
robustness, sturdiness, firmness, toughness, 
soundness, solidity, durability 0 Europe’s mili- 
tary strength power, influence, dominance, as- 
cendancy, supremacy, informal clout, poetic/ literary 
puissance Qthe strength of feeling against the 
president intensity, vehemence, force, forceful- 
ness, depth, ardour, fervour ©the strength of 
their argument cogency, forcefulness, force, 
weight, power, potency, persuasiveness, sound- 
ness. validity ©what are your strengths? strong 
point, advantage, asset, forte, aptitude, talent, 
skill, speciality Q (poetic /literary) my strength and 
shield support, mainstay, anchor ©the 
strength of the army size, extent, magnitude 
-opposites weakness 

■ on the strength of because of, by virtue of, 
on the basis of 

Strengthen ►verb © calcium strengthens grow- 
ing b ones: make strong/stronger, build up, 
give strength to © engineers strengthened the 


walls reinforce, make stronger, buttress, shore 
up. underpin 0 strengthened glass toughen. 
temper, anneal Qthe wind had strengthened be 
come strong/stronger, gain strength, inten- 
sify. pick up 0his insistence strengthened her de- 
termination fortify, bolster, make stronger, 
boost, reinforce, harden, stiffen, toughen, fuel 
©they strengthened their efforts step up, in- 
crease, escalate, informal up, crank up, beef up 
© the argument is strengthened by this evidence re 
inforce, lend more weight to, support, back 
up, confirm, bear out. corroborate 
-opposi its weaken 

strenuous ►adjective ©a strenuous climb ar 
duous, difficult, hard, tough, taxing, demand- 
ing, exacting, exhausting, tinng. gruelling, 
back-breaking, informal killing, Bnt informal 
knackering, archaic toilsome ©strenuous ejjorts 
vigorous, energetic, zealous, forceful, strong, 
spirited, intense, determined, resolute, ten- 
acious, tireless, indefatigable, dogged, formal 
pertinacious 

-opposites easy, half-hearted 

stress ► noun ©he’s under a lot of stress strain, 
pressure, (nervous) tension, worry, anxiety, 
trouble, difficulty, informal hassle @ laving great 
cr stress on education emphasis, importance, 
weight ©the stress falls on the first syllable em 
phasis, accent, accentuation, beat, Prosody ictus 
Qthe stress is uniform across the bar pressure. 
tension, strain 

► verb © they stressed the need for reform empha 
size, draw attention to, underline, underscore, 
point up. place emphasis on, lay stress on. 
highlight, accentuate, press home ©the last 
syllable is stressed place the emphasis on, em- 
phasize. place the accent on Qall the staff were 
stressed overstretch, overtax, push to the 
limit, piessunze, pressure, make tense, worry, 
harass, informal hassle 

-opposites play down 

stressful ► adjective demanding, trying, taxing, 
difficult, hard, tough, fraught, traumatic, pres- 
sured. tense, frustrating 
-opposites relaxing 

Stretch ► verb © this material stretches be elas 
tic, be stretchy, be tensile ©he stretched the 
elastic pull (out), draw out, extend, lengthen, 
elongate, expand 0 stretch your weekend into a 
vacation prolong, lengthen, make longer, ex- 
tend, spin out ©my budget won’t stretch to a 
new car be sufficient for, be enough for, 
cover, afford, have the money for ©the court 
case stretched their finances put a strain on, over- 
tax, overextend, dram, sap 0 stretching the 
truth bend, strain, distort, exaggerate, embel- 
lish ©she stretched out her hand to him reach 
out, hold out, extend, outstretch, proffer, 
poetic/ literary outreach ©he stretched his arms ex 
tend, straighten (out) ©she stretched out on the 
sofa lie down, recline, lean back, be recum- 
bent, sprawl, lounge, loll ©the desert stretches 
for miles extend, spread, continue 
-opposites shorten 

► noun © magnificent stretches of forest expanse, 
area, tract, belt, sweep, extent, ©a four-hour 
stretch ■ period, time, spell, run, stmt, session, 
shift 0 (informal) a ten-year stretch ■ (prison) sen 
tence; N Amer informal rap. 

► adjective stretch fabrics: stretchy, stretchable, 
elastic 
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Strew ►verb scatter, spread, disperse, litter, 
toss, poetic /literary bestrew 

Stricken ►adjective troubled, (deeply) affect- 
ed, afflicted, struck, hit 

Strict ►adjective Qa strict interpretation of the 
law precise, exact, literal, faithful, accurate, 
careful, meticulous, rigorous O strict controls on 
spending stringent, rigorous, severe, harsh, 
hard, rigid, tough Q strict parents stern, se- 
vere, harsh, uncompromising, authoritarian, 
firm, austere Qthts will be treated in strict confi- 
dence absolute, utter, complete, total 0 a 
strict Roman Catholic orthodox, devout, con- 
scientious 

-opposites loose, liberal 

strictness ►noun Qthe strulness of the laws 
severity, harshness, rigidity, rigidness, stnn 
gency, rigorousness, sternness Qthe provision 
has been interpreted with strictness precision, pre- 
ciseness, accuracy, exactness, faithfulness, me- 
ticulousness, scrupulousness 
-opposites imprecision 

Stricture ►noun Qthe constant strictures oj the 
nuns criticism, censure, condemnation re- 
proof. reproach, admonishment Qthe strictures 
on Victorian women constraint, restriction, 
limitation, restraint, straitjacket, curb, impedi- 
ment, barrier, obstacle €> an intestinal stricture 
narrowing, constriction 
-opposites praise, freedom 

stride ► verb she came striding down the path 
march, pace, step 

► noun long swinging strides (long large) step, 
pace 

■ take something in one's stride deal with 
easily, cope with easily, not bat an eyelid 

strident ►adjective harsh, raucous, rough, 
grating, rasping, jarring, loud, shrill, screech- 
ing. piercing, ear-piercing 
-opposites soft 

strife ► noun conflict, friction, discord, dis- 
agreement, dissension, dispute, aigument, 
quarrelling, wi angling, bickering, controversy, 
lll/bad feeling, falling-out, bad blood, hostility, 
animosity 
-opposites peace 

strike ► verb O the teacher struck Mary hit, slap, 
smack, beat, thrash, spank, thump, punch, 
cuff, cane, lash, whip, club; Austral /NZ informal 
quilt, informal clout, wallop, belt, whack, 
thwack, bash, clobber, bop, biff, poetic/ literary 
smite ©he struck the gong bang, beat, hit, infor- 
mal bash, wallop Qthe car struck a tree crash 
into, collide with, hit, run into, bump into, 
smash into, N Amer impact O Jennifer struck the 
ball hit, dnve, propel, informal clout, wallop, 
swipe 0 he struck a match ignite, light ©she 
was asleep when the killer struck attack, set upon 
someone, fall on someone, assault someone 
Qthe disease is striking 3,000 people a year af 
fect, afflict, attack, hit ©striking a balance 
achieve, reach, arrive at, find, attain, establish 
©we have struck a bargain agree (on), come to 
an agreement on, settle on; informal clinch 
<D he struck a heroic pose ■ assume, adopt, take 
on/up, affect, N Amer informal cop CP they have 
struck oil discover, find, come upon ©a 
thought struck her. occur to, come to (mind), 
dawn on one, hit. spring to mind, enter one’s 
head ©you strike me as intelligent seem to, ap- 


pear to, give the impression to Strain drivers 
are striking take industrial action, go on 
strike, down tools, walk out ©they struck the 
big tent take down, pull down (QLord Bndport 
struck his Jlag lower, take down, bnng down 
©we should strike south go, make one’s way. 
head 

► noun Qu 48-hour strike industrial action, walk- 
out Qa military strike (air) attack, assault, 
bombing © a gold strike find, discovery 

■ strike something out delete, cross out, 
erase, rub out 

■ strike something up O the hand struck up an- 
other tune begin to play, start playing ©we 
struck up a friendship begin, start, commence, 
embark on, establish 

Striking ►adjective Q Lizzie bears a striking re- 
semblance to her sister noticeable, obvious, con- 
spicuous, evident, marked, notable, unmistak- 
able, strong, remarkable, extraordinary, incred- 
ible. amazing, astounding, astonishing, stagger- 
ing © Kenya’s striking landscape impressive, im- 
posing, grand, splendid, magnificent, spectacu- 
lar, breathtaking, superb, marvellous, wonder- 
ful. stunning, staggering, sensational, dramatic 
© sinking good looks stunning, attractive, good- 
looking, beautiful, glamorous, gorgeous, pre- 
possessing. ravishing, handsome, pretty, informal 
knockout, archaic fair, comely 
-opposites unremarkable 

String ►noun Qa ball of string twine, cord, 
yam, thiead, strand Q a string of brewers chain, 
group, firm, company ©a string of convictions 
series, succession, chain, sequence, run, 
streak ©a string of wagons queue, procession, 
line, file, column, convoy, tram, cavalcade Qa 
string of pearls strand, rope, necklace ©a 
guaranteed loan with no strings conditions, quali- 
fications. provisions, provisos, caveats, stipula- 
tions, nders. prerequisites, limitations, limits, 
constraints, restrictions, informal catches 
©(strings) an instrumental piece for horns and 
strings See list 

► verb Q lights were strung across the promenade 
hang, suspend, sling, stretch, run, thread, loop, 
festoon © beads strung on a silver chain thread, 
loop, link 

■ string along go along, come too. accom- 
pany, join (up with) 

■ string someone along (informal) mislead, de- 
ceive, take advantage of, dupe, hoax, fool, 
make a fool of, play with, toy with, dally with, 
trifle with, informal lead up the garden path, 
take for a ride 

■ string something out Q stringing out a story 
spin out, drag out, lengthen © airfields strung 
out along the Gulf spread out, space out, distrib- 
ute, scatter 

■ string someone up ( informal) hang, lynch, 
gibbet 

Stringent ► adjective strict, firm, rigid, rigor- 
ous, severe, harsh, tough, tight, exacting, de- 
manding, inflexible, hard and fast 

Stringy ►adjecth/e Ostrtngy hair straggly, 
lank, thin ©a stringy brunette lanky, gangling, 
gangly, rangy, wiry, bony, skinny, scrawny, 
thin, spare, gaunt Q stringy meat fibrous, gris- 
tly, sinewy, chewy, tough, leathery 

strip 1 ► verb O be stripped and got tnto bed* un 
dress, stnp off, take one’s clothes off, un- 
clothe, disrobe, stop naked © stripping off 
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Stringed Instruments 

See also keyboard. 

acoustic guitar 
aeolian harp 
archlute 
arpegglone 
autoharp 
balalaika 

bandora/bandura 
banjo 

banjolele/banjulele 
banjolln 
baryton 
bass guitar 
bass lute 
bass viol 
btwa 
bouzouki 
cello 

Celtic harp 
charango 
chlta rrone 
cimbalom 
dtole 
cittern 
darsach 
classical guitar 
contrabass 
cuatro 

dobro (trademark) 
double bass 
dulcimer 
electric guitar 
erhu 
fiddle 
gamba 
glttem 
guitar 
gusli 
harp 

Hawaiian guitar 
hurdy-gurdy 
kanoon 
kantele 
klthara 
kora 


paint peel, remove, take off, scrape, mb, clean 
Qthey stripped him of his doctorate take away 
from, dispossess, deprive, confiscate, divest, re- 
lieve O they stripped down my engine dismantle, 
disassemble, take to bits/pieces, take apart 
Qthe house had been stripped empty, clear, clean 
our, plunder, rob, burgle, loot, pillage, ransack, 
despoil, sack, archaic spoil 
-opposites dress. 

► noun the team's new strip outfit, clothes, cloth- 
ing, garments, dress, garb. Brit kit, informal gear, 
get-up, Bnt informal ng-out 

strip 2 ► noun a strip of paper (narrow) piece, 
bit, band, belt, ribbon, slip, shred 

Stripe ► noun line, band, stnp, belt, bar. streak, 
vein, flash, blaze, technical stria, stnation 

Striped ► adjective. See stripy 

Stripling ► noun youth, adolescent, youngster, 
boy, schoolboy, lad, teenager, juvenile, minor, 
young man; Scottish laddie, informal kid, young 
’un. nipper, whippersnapper, shaver 


Stripy * adjective striped, barred, lined, band- 
ed, streaky, vanegated, technical stnated 

Strive ►verb Q/ shall strive to be virtuous try 
(hard), attempt, endeavour, aim, venture, 
make an effort, exert oneself, do one’s best, do 
all one can, do one’s utmost, labour, work, infor- 
mal go all out, give it one's best shot, pull out 
all the stops, formal essay © scholars must strive 
against bias struggle, fight, battle, combat, 
campaign, crusade 

Stroke ►noun QJive strokes of the axe blow, 
hit, thump, punch, slap, smack, cuff, knock, m- 
fnimal wallop, clout, whack, thwack, bash, biff, 
swipe, archaic smite © cricket strokes shot, hit, 
stnke © light upward strokes movement, action, 
motion See list at swimming stroke oj genius 
feat, accomplishment, achievement, master 
stroke 0 broad brush strokes mark, line Qthe 
budget was jull of bold strokes detail, touch, 
point ©he suffered a stroke thrombosis, seiz- 
uie, Medicine ictus 

► verb she stroked the tat caress, fondle, pat, pet, 
touch, mb, massage, soothe 

stroll ► verb they strolled along the river saunter, 
amble, wander, meander, ramble, piomenade, 
walk, go for a walk, stretch one's legs, get 
some ail, informal mosey, formal pei ambulate 

► noun a stroll in the park saunter, amble, wan- 
dei, walk, turn, piomenade. informal mosey, 
dated constitutional, formal perambulation 

Strong ►adjective ©a strong lad powerful, 
inusculai, biawny, powerfully built, strapping, 
sturdy, burly, meaty, robust, athletic, tough, 
nigged, lusty, strong as an ox/horse, informal 
beefy, hunky, husky, dated stalwart ©she isn't 
very strong well, healthy, in good health, 
(fighting) fit. robust, vigorous, blooming, thriv- 
ing, hale and hearty, in fine fettle, informal in 
the pink ©a strong character forceful, detei- 
mined, spirited, self-assertive, tough, tenacious, 
foimidable. ledoubtable, stiong-minded, informal 
gutsy, feisty Qa strong fortress secure, well 
built, indestructible, well fortified, well pio- 
tected, impiegnable, solid Q strong cotton bags 
DURAbLE, hard-wearing, heavy-duty, tough, 
stuidy, well made, long-lasting Qthe current ls 
very strong forceful, powerful, vigorous, 
fierce, intense Qa strong interest in literature 
keen, eager, passionate, fervent Q strong feel- 
ings intense, forceful, passionate, ardent, fer- 
vent, fervid, deep-seated, poetic/ literary perfervid 
Qa strong supporter keen, eager, enthusiastic, 
dedicated, staunch, loyal, steadfast © strong 
arguments compelling, cogent, forceful, power- 
ful, potent, weighty, convincing, sound, valid, 
well founded, persuasive, influential CD * 1 need 
for strong action firm, forceful, drastic, extreme 
©she bore a very strong resemblance to Vera 
marked, noticeable, pronounced, distinct, defi- 
nite, unmistakable, notable ©a strong voice 
loud, powerful, forceful, resonant, sonorous, 
nch, deep, booming ©strong language bad, 
foul, obscene, profane ©a strong blue colour 
intense, deep, nch. bnght, brilliant, vivid 
© strong lights, bright, brilliant, dazzling, glar- 
ing © strong black coffee’ concentrated, un- 
diluted. ©strong cheese highly flavoured, fla- 
vourful, flavoursome; piquant, tangy, spicy 
© strong drink alcoholic, intoxicating, hard, 
stiff, formal spintuous. 

-opposites weak, gentle, mild 


koto 

lute 

lyre 

mandola 

mandolin 

orpharion 

oud 

pedal steel guitar 

pipa 

psaltery 

rebab 

rebec 

requinto 

samisen 

santoor 

sarangi 

sarod 

saz 

sitar 

steel/steel-string guitar 

string bass 

tamboura 

tamburitza 

theorbo 

trigon 

triple harp 

twelve-string guitar 

ukulele 

veena 

vlhuela de arco 
vihuela de mano 
viol 
viola 

viola bastarda 
viola da gamba 
viola d’amore 
Violetta 
violin 

violoncello 
violone 
Welsh harp 
wind harp 
zither 
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Strong-arm ►adjective aggressive, forceful, 
bullying, coercive, threatening, intimidatory, in- 
formal bully-boy 

Strongbox ►noun safe, safe-deposit box, 
cash/money box 

Stronghold ► noun O the enemy stronghold 
fortress, fort, castle, citadel, garrison ©a 
Tory stronghold bastion, centre, hotbed 
Strong-minded ►adjective determined, firm, 
icsolute, purposeful, strong-willed, uncom- 
promising. unbending, forceful, persistent, ten- 
acious, dogged, informal gutsy, spunky 

Strong point ►noun strength, strong suit, 
forte, speciality 
-opposites weakness 

Strong-willed ►adjective determined, reso- 
lute. stubborn, obstinate, wilful, headstrong, 
stiong-minded, self-willed, unbending, unyield- 
ing. intransigent, intractable, obdurate, recalci- 
tiant, formal iefiactory 

Stroppy ► adjective ( Bnt informal) See bad- 
tempered 

structure ►noun ©u vast ( ,'othu stricture 
building, construction, erection, pile, formal edi- 
fice ©the structure of local government con 
struction, form, formation, shape, compos 
ltion, anatomy, make-up, constitution, organ- 
ization, system, arrangement, design, frame- 
wotk, configuration, pattern 

► verb the programme is structured around periods of 
residential study arrange, organize, design, 
shape, construct, build, put together 

struggle ►verb ©they struggled to do better 
strive, try hard, endeavour, make every effort, 
do one’s best/utmost, bend over backwards, 
put oneself out. informal go all out. give it one's 
best shot, fonnal essay © James struggled with the 
raiders fight, grapple, wrestle, scuffle, brawl, 
spar, informal scrap ©the teams struggled to be 
first compete, contend, vie, fight, battle, 
jockey Oshe struggled over the dunes scramble, 
flounder, stumble, fight/battle one’s way, la- 
bour 

► noun © the struggle for justice endeavour, striv- 
ing, effort, exertion, labour, campaign, battle, 
crusade, drive, push © they were arrested without 
a struggle fight, scuffle, brawl, tussle, wrestling 
bout, skirmish, fracas, melee, breach of the 
peace, informal scrap, dust-up, punch-up, Bnt infor- 
mal bust-up, ding-dong. Law, dated affray © munv 
perished in the struggle conflict, fight, battle, 
confrontation, clash, skirmish, hostilities, fight- 
ing, war, warfare, campaign ©a struggle within 
the leadership contest, competition, fight, 
clash, rivalry, friction, feuding, conflict Qhfe 
has been a struggle for me effort, tnal, trouble, 
stress, strain, battle, informal grind, hassle 

Strumpet ► noun ( archaic ) See prostitute noun 
strut ► verb swagger, swank, parade, stride. 

sweep, N Amer informal sashay 
stub ► noun Qa cigarette stub butt, (tail) end, in- 
formal dog-end ©a ticket stub counterfoil, 
ticket slip, tab ©a stub of pencil stump, rem- 
nant, (tail) end 

stubble ► noun Qa field of stubble stalks, 
straw, ©grey stubble bristles, whiskers, facial 
hair; informal five o’clock shadow 
Stubbly ►adjective bristly, unshaven, whis- 
kered, pnckly, rough, coarse, scratchy 


strong-arm | study 

Stubborn ► adjective Q you 're too stubborn to 
admit it obstinate, stubborn as a mule, head- 
strong, wilful, strong-willed, pig-headed, obdur- 
ate, difficult, contrary, perverse, recalcitrant, 
inflexible, iron-willed, uncompromising, un- 
bending, informal stiff-necked, Bnt informal bolshie, 
bloody-minded, N Amer informal balky, formal per- 
tinacious, refractory, archaic contumacious, fro- 
waid ©stubborn stains indelible, permanent, 
persistent, tenacious, resistant 
-opposites compliant 

Stubby ►adjective dumpy, stocky, chunky, 
chubby, squat, short, stumpy, dwarfish 
-opposiils slender, tall 

Stuck ►adjective ©a message was stuck to his 
screen fixed, fastened, attached, glued, pinned 
©the gate was stuck immovable, stuck fast, 
jammed © if you get stuck, leave a blank baf 
fled, beaten, at a loss, at one’s wits’ end, infor- 
mal stumped, bogged down, flummoxed, fa/ed, 
bamboozled 

■ get stuck Into ( informal) get down to, make a 
start on, commence, embark on, get to work 
at, tackle, throw oneself into 

■ stuck on ( informal ) infatuated with, besotted 
with, smitten with, (head over heels) in love 
with, obsessed with, informal struck on, crazy 
about, mad about, wild about, carrying a torch 
foi 

■ stuck with lumbered with, left with, made 
responsible for 

Stuck-up ► adjective ( informal) See conceited 

Studded ► adjective dotted, scattered, sprin- 
kled. covered, spangled, poetic /literary bespan- 
gled, bejewelled 

Student ►noun ©a university student under 
graduate, postgraduate, scholar, freshman, 
freshwoman, finalist, N Amer sophomore, Bnt 
informal fresher © a former student pupil, school- 
child, schoolboy, schoolgirl, scholar ©u nurs- 
ing student trainee, apprentice, probationer, re- 
cruit, novice, informal rookie 

studied ► adjective deliberate, careful, con- 
sidered, conscious, calculated, intentional, af- 
fected , forced, strained, artificial 
Studio ► noun workshop, workroom, atelier 
studious ►adjective ©a studious nature schol 
arly, academic, bookish, intellectual, erudite, 
learned, donnish © studious attention diligent, 
careful, attentive, assiduous, painstaking, thor- 
ough, meticulous ©his studious absence from 
public view deliberate, wilful, conscious, inten- 
tional 

Study ► noun O years of study learning, 
education, schooling, academic work, scholar- 
ship, tuition, research, informal swotting, cram- 
ming ©a study of global warming investigation, 
enquiry, research, examination, analysis, re- 
view, survey © Father was in his study office, 
workroom, studio ©a critical study essay, art- 
icle, work, review, paper, dissertation, disquisi- 
tion 

► verb O Anne studied hard work, revise, informal 
swot, cram, mug up, archaic con ©he studied 
electronics learn, read, be taught © Thomas was 
studying child development investigate, inquire 
into, research, look into, examine, analyse, ex- 
plore, review, appraise, conduct a survey of 
©she studied her friend thoughtfully scrutinize, 
examine, inspect, consider, regard, look at, 
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eye, observe, watch, survey, informal check out, 
N Amer informal eyeball 

■ In a brown study lost in thought, in a rev- 
erie, musing, ruminating, cogitating, dreaming, 
daydreaming, informal miles away 

stuff ► noun O suede is tough stujff material, fab- 
ric, cloth, textile, matter, substance Qfirst-aid 
stuff items, articles, objects, goods, informal 
things, bits and pieces, odds and ends ©all my 
stuff is in the suitcase belongings, (personal) pos- 
sessions, effects, goods (and chattels), parapher- 
nalia. informal gear, things, kit, Bnt informal clob- 
ber, gubbins O he knows his stuff facts, infor- 
mation, data, subject, informal onions 
► verb O stuffing pillows fill, pack, pad, upholster 
0 Robyn stuffed her clothes into a hag shove, 
thrust, push, ram, cram, squeeze, force, jam, 
pack, pile, stick © (informal) they stuffed themselves 
with chocolate fill, gorge, overindulge, gobble, 
devour, wolf, informal pig (out), make a pig of 
oneself ©my nose was stuffed up block, bung, 
congest, obstruct Q(Bnt informal) Scotland stuffed 
Chile See trounce 

■ stuff and nonsense (Bnt informal ) See non 
sense sense 1 

Stuffing ►noun ©the stuffing is coming out of the 
armchair padding, wadding, filling, upholstery, 
packing, filler Osage and onion stuffing filling, 
forcemeat, salpicon, N Amer dressing 

■ knock the stuffing out of ( informal ) devas 
tate. shatter, crush, shock, informal knock side- 
ways, Bnt informal knock for six 

stuffy ► adjective ©a stuffy atmosphere airless, 
close, musty, stale, Bnt frowsty, Bnt informal 
fuggy Ou stuffy young man staid, sedate, sober, 
pnm, priggish, strait-laced, conformist, conser- 
vative, old-fashioned, informal square, straight, 
starchy, fuddy-duddy ©a stuffy nose blocked, 
stuffed up. bunged up 
-opposites airy, clear 

stultify ► verb ©the free market was stnlti/ied by 
the welfare state hamper, impede, thwart, frus- 
trate. foil, suppress, smother ©he stultifies her, 
with too much gentleness bore, make bored, dull, 
numb, benumb, stupefy 

Stumble ►verb ©he stumbled and fell heavily 
trip (over/up), lose one’s balance, lose/miss 
one’s footing, slip ©he stumbled back home 
stagger, totter, teeter, dodder, blunder, hob- 
ble. move clumsily ©he stumbled through his 
speech stammer, stutter, hesitate, falter, speak 
haltingly, informal fluff one’s lines 

■ stumble across/on come across/upon. 
chance on, happen on, light on, discover, find, 
unearth, uncover, informal dig up 

Stumbling block ►noun obstacle, hurdle, 
barrier, bar, hindrance, impediment, handicap, 
disadvantage, snag, fly m the ointment, hitch, 
catch, drawback, difficulty, problem, weakness, 
defect, pitfall, informal hiccup 
Stump ►verb Q(mformaf) they were stumped by the 
question baffle, perplex, puzzle, conftise, con- 
found, nonplus, defeat, put at a loss, informal 
flummox, fox. throw, floor, N Amer informal dis- 
combobulate ©she stumped along the landing 
stomp, stamp, clomp, clump, lumber, thump, 
thud 

■ stump something up (Bnt informal) pay (up), 
dish out, contribute, informal fork out, shell out, 
lay out, cough up, chip in. N Amer infernal ante 
up, pony up 


Stumpy ► adjective short, stubby, squat, 
stocky, chunky 
-opposites long, thin 

Stun ► verb ©a glancing blow stunned Gary daze. 
stupefy, knock unconscious, knock out. lay out 
©she was stunned by the news astound, amaze, 
astonish, dumbfound, stupefy, staggei, shock, 
take aback, informal flabbergast, knock sideways, 
bowl over, Bnt informal knock for six 

Stunner ► noun ( informal) See beauty sense 2 

Stunning ► adjective © a stunning win remark 
able, extiaordmary, staggenng, incredible, out- 
standing, amazing, astonishing, marvellous, 
phenomenal, splendid, informal fabulous, fantas- 
tic, tremendous ©she was looking stunning See 
BEAUTIFUL 

-opposites ordinary 

Stunt 1 ► verb a disease that stunts growth inhibit, 
impede, hamper, hinder, restrict, retard, slow, 
curb, check 
-opposites encourage 

stunt 2 ► noun acrobatic stunts feat, exploit, 
tnck 

Stunted ► adjective small, undersize(d), di- 
minutive 

Stupefaction ►noun © alcoholic stupefaction 
oblivion, obliviousness, unconsciousness, in- 
sensibility. stupor, daze ©Don shook his head in 
stupefaction bewilderment, confusion, perplex- 
ity, wonder, amazement, astonishment 

Stupefy ►verb ©the blow had stupefied her 
stun, daze, knock unconscious, knock out, lay 
out ©they were stupefied drug, sedate, tran- 
quillize, intoxicate, inebriate, informal dope 
© the amount stupefied us shock, stun, astound, 
dumbfound, overwhelm, stagger, amaze, aston- 
ish, take aback, take someone’s breath away, in- 
formal flabbergast, knock sideways, bowl over, 
floor, Bnt informal knock for six 

Stupendous ►adjective © stupendous achieve- 
ments amazing, astounding, astonishing, extra- 
ordinary, remarkable, phenomenal, staggenng, 
breathtaking, informal fantastic, mind-boggling, 
awesome, poetic/ literary wondrous ©a building of 
stupendous size colossal, immense, vast, gigan- 
tic, massive, mammoth, huge, enormous 
-opposites ordinary 

Stupid ►adjective © they're rather stupid unin 
telligent, ignorant, dense, foolish, dull-witted, 
slow, simple-minded, vacuous, vapid, idiotic, 
imbecilic, imbecile, obtuse, doltish, informal 
thick (as two short planks), dim, dumb, dopey, 
dozy, moronic, cretinous, pea-brained, half- 
witted, soft in the head, boneheaded, thick- 
headed, wooden-headed, muttonheaded, Bnt in- 
formal barmy, daft, not the full shilling ©a stu- 
pid mistake foolish, silly, unintelligent, idiotic, 
scatterbrained, nonsensical, senseless, unthink- 
ing, ill-advised, ill-considered, unwise, injudi- 
cious, mane, absurd, ludicrous, ridiculous, 
laughable, nsible, fatuous, asinine, mad. in- 
sane, lunatic; informal crazy, dopey, cracked, 
half-baked, cock-eyed, hare-brained, nutty, 
dotty, batty, gormless, cuckoo, loony, loopy, off 
one’s head, off one’s trolley; Brit informal potty 
©he drank himself stupid into a stupor, mto a 
daze, into oblivion; stupefied, dazed, uncon- 
scious 

-opposites intelligent, sensible 
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Stupidity ►noun ©he cursed thetr stupidity 
lack of intelligence, foolishness. denseness, 
brainlessness, ignorance, dull-wittedness, slow- 
wittedness, doltishness, slowness, informal thick- 
ness, dimness, dopiness, doziness Qshe blushed 
at her stupidity foolishness, folly, silliness, idi- 
ocy. brainlessness, senselessness, injudicious- 
ness, ineptitude, inaneness, inanity, absurdity, 
ludicrousness. ridiculousness, fatuousness, 
madness, insanity, lunacy, informal craziness. Bnt 
informal daftness 

Stupor ►noun daze, state of unconsciousness, 
torpor, insensibility, oblivion 

Sturdy ►adjective Qu sturdy lad strapping, 
well built, muscular, athletic, strong, hefty, 
biawny, powerful, solid, burly, nigged, robust, 
tough, haidy, lusty, informal husky, beefy, meaty, 
dated stalwart, poetic /literary thewy, stark © sturdy 
boots robust, strong, stiongly made, well built, 
solid, stout, tough, resilient, durable, long- 
lasting, hard-wearing © sturdy resistance vigor 
ous, strong, stalwart, firm, determined, reso- 
lute, staunch, steadfast 
-oppositfs weak 

Stutter ►verb he stuttered over a word stammer, 
stumble, falter 

► noun a bad stutter stammer, speech impedi- 
ment, speech defect 

Stygian ►adjective (poetic /literary) See dark adjec- 
tive sense 1 

Style ►noun QdiJJenng styles of management 
manner, way, technique, method, method- 
ology. approach, system, mode, form, modus 
operand!, informal MO ©u non-directive style of 
counselling type, kind, vanety, sort, genre, 
school, brand, pattern, model © wearing clothes 
with style flair, stylishness, elegance, grace, 
gracefulness poise, polish, suaveness, sophisti- 
cation, urbanity, chic, dash, panache, elan, infor- 
mal clasa, pizzazz © Laura travelled in style com 
fort, luxury, elegance, opulence, lavishness 
0 modem styles fashion, trend, vogue, mode 

► verb © sportswear styled by Karl design, fashion, 
tailor ©men who were styled ‘knight’ call, 
name, title, entitle, dub. designate, term, label, 
tag, nickname, formal denominate 

stylish ► adjective fashionable, modish, vo- 
guish, modem, up to date, smart, sophisti- 
cated, elegant, chic, dapper, dashing, informal 
trendy, natty, classy, nifty, ritzy, snazzy, N 
Amer informal fly, kicky, tony, spiffy 
-opposites unfashionable 

Stymie ► verb ( informal ) See hamper 2 

suave ►adjective charming, sophisticated, deb- 
onair, urbane, polished, refined, poised, self- 
possessed, dignified, civilized, gentlemanly, gal- 
lant. smooth, polite, well mannered, civil, 
courteous, affable, tactful, diplomatic 
-opposites unsophisticated 

Suavity ►noun charm, sophistication, polish, 
urbanity, suaveness, refinement, poise, polite- 
ness, courtesy, courteousness, civility, tact 

subconscious ►adjective subconscious desires 
unconscious, latent, suppressed, repressed, 
subliminal, dormant, underlying, innermost, in- 
formal bottled up 

► noun the creative powers of the subconscious (un- 
conscious) mind, imagination, innermost) self, 
psyche 


subdue ►verb ©he subdued all his enemies con 
quer, defeat, vanquish, overcome, overwhelm, 
crush, quash, beat, trounce, subjugate, sup- 
pi ess, bring someone to their knees, informal 
lick, thrash, hammer ©she could not subdue her 
longing curb, restrain, hold back, constrain, 
contain, lepress, suppress, stifle, smother, keep 
in check, rein in. control, master, quell, informal 
keep a/ the lid on 

subdued ►adjective ©Lewis’s subdued air 
sombre, low-spinted, downcast, sad, dejected, 
depressed, gloomy, despondent, dispirited, dis 
heartened, forlorn, woebegone, withdrawn, 
preoccupied, informal down in the mouth, down 
in the dumps, in the doldrums © subdued 
voices hushed, muted, quiet, low, soft, faint, 
muffled, indistinct © subdued light dim, muted, 
softened, soft, lowered, subtle 
-oppositfs cheerful, bnght 
subject ►noun Qthe subject oj this chapter 
theme, subject matter, topic, issue, question, 
concern, point, substance, essence, gist 
© popular university subjects branch of study. 
discipline, field ©six subjects did the trials par 
ticipant, volunteer, informal guinea pig ©British 
subjects citizen, national, taxpayer, voter Qa 
loyal subject liege, liegeman, vassal, henchman, 
follower 

► verb they were subjected to violence put through. 
treat with, expose to 

■ subject to © it is subject to budgetary approval 
conditional on, contingent on. dependent on 
Q horses are subject to coughs susceptible to. li- 
able to. prone to, vulnerable to, predisposed to. 
at nsk of, archaic susceptive of ©we are all sub- 
ject to the law bound by. constrained by. ac- 
countable to 

subjection ► noun subjugation, domination, 
oppression, mastery, repression, suppression 
subjective ►adjective personal, individual, 
emotional, instinctive, intuitive 
-opposites objective 

Subjugate ►verb conquer, vanquish, defeat, 
crush, quash, bnng someone to their knees, 
enslave, subdue, suppress 
-opposites liberate 

sublimate ► verb channel, control, divert, 
transfei, redirect, convert 
Sublime ►adjective © sublime music exalted, 
elevated, noble, lofty, awe-inspinng, majestic, 
magnificent, glorious, superb, wonderful, mar- 
vellous, splendid, informal fantastic, fabulous, 
terrific, heavenly, divine, out of this world 
© the sublime confidence of youth supreme, total, 
complete, utter, consummate 
subliminal ►adjective subconscious, hidden, 
concealed 

-opposites explicit 

submerge ►verb ©the U-boat submerged go 
under water, dive, sink © submerge the bowl in 
water immerse, plunge, sink Qthe farmland was 
submerged flood, inundate, deluge, swamp 
©she was submerged m work overwhelm, inun- 
date, deluge, swamp, bury, engulf, snow under 
-opposites surface. 

submission ►noun © submission to authority 
yielding, capitulation, acceptance, consent, 
compliance © Tim raised his hands in submission 
surrender, capitulation, resignation, defeat 
©he wanted her total submission compliance. 
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submissiveness, acquiescence, passivity, obedi- 
ence, docility, deference, subservience, servil- 
ity, subjection © a report for submission to the 
Board presentation, presenting, proffering, 
tendering, proposal, proposing ©his original 
submission proposal, suggestion, proposition, 
recommendation © the judge rejected his submis- 
sion argument, assertion, contention, state- 
ment, claim, allegation 
-opposites defiance, resistance 
submissive ► adjective compliant, yielding, 
acquiescent, unassertive, passive, obedient, bid- 
dable. dutiful, docile, pliant, informal under 
someone’s thumb 

Submit ► verb Q she submitted under duress give 
in/way, yield, back down, cave in, capitulate, 
surrender, knuckle under 0 he refused to submit 
to their authority be governed by, abide by, be 
regulated by. comply with, accept, adhere to. 
be subject to. agree to, consent to, conform to 
0 we submitted an unopposed hid put forward, 
present, offer, proffer, tender, propose, sug- 
gest, put in, send m, register ©they submitted 
that the judgement was inappropriate contend, as- 
sert, argue, state, claim, posit, postulate 
-opposites resist, withdraw 
Subnormal * adjective © subnormal trade activ- 
ity below average, below normal, low, poor 
0 [dated) subnormal children having learning dif 
ficulties, having special (educational) needs, of 
low intelligence, backward, dated ESN 
subordinate ► adjective Q subordinate staff 
lower-ranking, junior, lower, supporting ©a 
subordinate rule secondary, lesser, minor, sub- 
sidiary, subservient, ancillary, auxiliary, periph- 
eral, marginal, supplementary, accessory 
-opposites senior 

► noun the manager and his subordinates junior, as- 
sistant, second (m command), number two. 
right-hand man/woman, deputy, aide, under- 
ling, minion, informal sidekick 
-opposites superior 

Subordination ► noun inferiority, subjec-. 

tion, subservience, submission, servitude 
SUb rosa ► adverb (formal) in secret, secretly, in 
private, pnvately, behind closed doors, in cam- 
era 

-opposites openly 

subscribe ►verb Owe subscribe to 'Punch' pay 
a subscription, take, buy regularly 0 millions 
subscribe to the NSPCC donate, make a donation, 
make a subscription, give (money), contribute 
towards ©/ can't subscribe to that theory agree 
with, accept, believe in, endorse, back, support, 
champion, formal accede to © (formal) he sub- 
scribed the document sign, countersign, initial, 
autograph, witness 

subscriber ►noun (regular) reader, mem- 
ber, patron, supporter, backer, contributor 
subscription ►noun ©the club's subscription 
membership fee, dues, annual payment, charge 
Owe put your subscription to good use. donation, 
contribution, gift, grant, formal benefaction 
Q their subscription to capitalism agreement, be- 
lief, endorsement, backing, support ©(forma/) 
the subscription was witnessed signature, initials, 
addition, appendage 

subsequent ►adjoctive the subsequent months 
following, ensumg, succeeding, later, future, 
coming, to come, next 


-opposites previous 

■ subsequent to following, after, at the 
close/end of 

subsequently ► adverb later (on), at a later 
date, afterwards, in due course, following this/ 
that, eventually, informal after a bit, formal there- 
after 

subservient ►adjective ©subservient women 
submissive, deferential, compliant, obedient, 
dutiful, biddable, docile, passive, unassertive, 
subdued, downtrodden, informal under some- 
one’s thumb ©individual rights are subservient to 
the mteri sts of the state subordinate, secondary, 
subsidiary, peripheral, ancillary, auxiliary, less 
important 

-opposites independent 

subside ►verb ©wait until the storm subsides 
abate, let up, quieten down, calm, slacken 
(off), ease (up), relent, die down, recede, lessen, 
soften, diminish, decline, dwindle, weaken, 
fade, wane, ebb. archaic remit ©the flood has 
subsided recede, ebb, fail, go down, get lower, 
abate ©the volcano is gradually subsiding sink, 
settle, cave in, collapse, crumple, give way 
© Sarah subsided into a chair slump, flop, sink, 
collapse, informal flump, plonk oneself 
-opposites intensify, rise 

subsidiary ►adjective a subsidiary company 
subordinate, secondary, ancillaiy, auxiliary, 
subservient, supplementary, peripheral 
-opposites principal 

► noun two major subsidiaries subordinate com 
pany, branch, division, subdivision, denvative, 
offshoot 

subsidize ► verb give money to. pay a subsidy 
to, contribute to, invest in, sponsor, support, 
fund, finance, underwrite, informal shell out for, 
fork out for, cough up for. N Amer informal bank- 
roll 

subsidy ► noun grant, allowance, endowment, 
contribution, donation, bursary, handout, back- 
ing, support, sponsorship, finance, funding, for- 
mal benefaction 

subsist ►verb Qhe subsists on hts pension sur 
vive, live, stay alive, exist, eke out an exist- 
ence, support oneself, manage, get along/by, 
make (both) ends meet ©the tenant’s rights of 
occupation subsist continue, last, persist, endure, 
prevail, carry on, remain 

subsistence ►noun Qthey depend on fish for 
subsistence survival, existence, living, life, sus- 
tenance, nourishment ©the money needed for 
his subsistence maintenance, keep, upkeep, live- 
lihood, board (and lodging), nounshment, food 

substance ►noun ©an organic substance ma 
terial, matter, stuff © ghostly figures with no 
substance solidity, body, corporeality, density, 
mass, weight, shape, structure ©none of the ob- 
jections has any substance meaningfulness, sig- 
nificance, importance, import, validity, founda- 
tion, formal moment © the substance of the tale is 
very thin content, subject matter, theme, mes- 
sage, essence 0 Rangers are a team of substance- 
character, backbone, mettle © independent 
men of substance wealth, fortune, riches, afflu- 
ence, prosperity, money, means 

substandard ► adjective inferior, second- 
rate, low-quality, poor, below par, imperfect, 
faulty, defective, shoddy, shabby, unsound, un- 
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satisfactory; informal tenth-rate, crummy, lousy, 
Brit informal duff, ropy, rubbish, chrome 

substantial ►adjective O substantial beings. 
real, true, actual; physical, solid, material, 
concrete, corporeal © substantial progress had 
been made m considerable, real, significant, im- 
portant. notable, major, valuable, useful 0 sub- 
stantial damages sizeable, considerable, signifi- 
cant. large, ample, appreciable, goodly. O sub- 
stantial Victorian villas, sturdy, solid, stout, 
strong, well built, durable, long-lasting, hard- 
wearing ©substantial country gentlemen, hefty, 
stout, sturdy, laige, solid, bulky, burly, well 
built, portly ©substantial City companies sue 
cessful, profitable, prosperous, wealthy, afflu- 
ent, moneyed, well-to-do. rich, informal loaded, 
stinking nch. ©substantial agreement funda- 
mental, essential, basic. 

substantially ► adverb O the cost has fallen 
substantially considerably, significantly, to a 
great/ large extent, greatly, markedly, appre- 
ciably © the draft was substantially accepted 
largely, for the most part, by and large, on 
the whole, in the main, mainly, in essence, ba- 
sically, fundamentally, to all intents and pur- 
poses 

-opposites slightly 

substantiate ►verb PROVE, show to be true, 
give substance to, support, uphold, bear out, 
justify, vindicate, validate, corroborate, verify, 
authenticate, confirm, endorse, give credence 
to 

-opposites disprove 

Substitute ► noun substitutes for permanent em- 
ployees replacement, deputy, relief, proxy, re- 
serve, surrogate, cover, stand-in, locum (ten- 
ens), understudy, informal sub 

► adjective a substitute teacher acting, replacement, 
deputy, relief, reserve, surrogate, stand-in, tem- 
porary, caretaker, interim, provisional 
-opposites permanent 

► verb ©curd cheese can be substituted for yogurt 1 ex 
change, replace with, use instead of, use as an 
alternative to. use in place of. swap ©the Sen- 
ate was empowered to substitute for the President 
deputize, act as deputy, act as a substitute, 
stand in. cover, replace, relieve, take over 
from, informal sub, fill someone’s boots/shoes 

substitution ►noun exchange, change; re- 
placement. replacing, swapping, switching. 

subtorfugo ►noun ©the use of subterfuge by 
journalists, trickery, intrigue, deviousness, de- 
ceit, deception, dishonesty, cheating, duplicity, 
guile, cunning, craftiness, chicanery, pretence, 
fraud, fraudulence. ©a disreputable subterfuge 
trick, hoax, ruse, wile, ploy, stratagem, arti- 
fice, dodge, bluff, pretence, deception, fraud, 
blind, smokescreen; informal con, scam. 

SUbtlo ► adjective ©subtle colours: understated, 
muted, subdued, delicate, faint, pale, soft, in- 
distinct. ©subtle distinctions- fine, fine-drawn, 
nice, ovemice, hair-splitting, ©a subtle mind: 
astute, keen, quick, fine, acute, sharp, shrewd, 
perceptive, discerning, discriminating, pene- 
trating, sagacious, wise, clever, intelligent, ©a 
subtle plan: ingenious, clever, cunning, crafty, 
wily, artful, devious. 

subtlaty ►noun Othe subtlety of the flavour. 
delicacy, delicateness, subtleness; understated- 
ness, mutedness, softness. © classification is 


fraught with subtlety fineness, subtleness, nice- 
ness, nicety, nuance ©the subtlety of the human 
mind astuteness, keenness, acuteness, sharp- 
ness, canniness, shrewdness, perceptiveness, 
discernment, discrimination, percipience, per- 
spicacity, wisdom, cleverness, intelligence 
©the subtlety of their tactics ingenuity, clever- 
ness, skilfulness, adroitness, cunning, guile, 
craftiness, wiliness, artfulness, deviousness 

subtract ►verb take away/off, deduct, debit, 
dock, informal knock off, minus 
-opposites add. 

Suburb ►noun residential area, dormitory 
area, commuter belt, suburbia 

Suburban ►adjective ©a suburban area ‘ resi 
dential, commuter, dormitory ©her drab sub- 
urban existence dull, bonng. uninteresting, con- 
ventional, ordinary, commonplace, unremark- 
able, unexceptional, provincial, unsophisti- 
cated, parochial, bourgeois, middle-class 

subversive ►adjective subversive activities dis 
ruptive, troublemaking, inflammatory, insur- 
rectionary. seditious, revolutionary, rebellious, 
rebel, renegade, dissident 
► noun a dangerous subversive' troublemaker, dissi- 
dent, agitator, revolutionary, renegade, rebel 

Subvert ►verb ©a plot to subvert the state de 
stabilize, unsettle, overthrow, overturn, bnng 
down, topple, depose, oust, disrupt, wreak 
havoc on, sabotage, rum, undermine, weaken, 
damage ©attempts to subvert Soviet youth cor 
rupt, pervert, deprave, contaminate, poison, 
embitter 

Subway ► noun © he walked through the subway 
underpass, (pedestnan) tunnel Q Tokyo’s sub- 
way underground (railway), metro, Bnt informal 
tube 

succeed ► verb ©Darwin succeeded where others 
had failed triumph, achieve success, be success- 
ful, do well, flourish, thrive, informal make it. 
make the grade, make a name for oneself 
©the plan succeeded be successful, turn out 
well, work (out), be effective, informal come off. 
pay off © Rosebery succeeded Gladstone as Prime 
Minister replace, take the place of. take over 
from, follow, supersede, informal step into 
someone’s shoes ©he succeeded to the throne in 
herit, assume, acqune, attain, formal accede to 
0 embarrassment was succeeded by fear follow, 
come after, follow after 
-opposites fail, precede 

succaadlng ► adjective subsequent, succes- 
sive, following, ensuing, later, future, coming 

succaaa ► noun © the success of the scheme fa 
vourable outcome, successfulness. successful 
result, triumph © the trappings of success: pros 
perity, prosperousness, affluence, wealth, 
riches, opulence ©a West End success' triumph, 
best-seller, box-office success, sell-out; informal 
(smash) hit, winner ©an overnight success • star, 
superstar, celebrity, big name, household 
name, Informal celeb, megastar. 

-opposites failure. 

SUCCaSSful ► adjective ©a successful campaign' 
victorious, triumphant; fortunate, lucky, ©a 
successful designer. prosperous, affluent, 
wealthy, nch, doing well, famous, eminent, 
top, informal on the up and up. 0 successful com- 
panies: flourishing, thnvmg, booming, buoy- 
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ant, doing well, profitable, moneymaking, lu- 
crative; informal on the up and up. 
SUCCMSion ►noun Qa succession of exciting 
events sequence, senes, progression, chain, 
cycle, round, stnng, train, line, run, flow, 
stream Qhis succession to the throne accession, 
elevation, assumption 

sin succession one after the other, in a 
row, consecutively, successively, m sequence, 
running, informal on the trot 
successive ► adjective consecutive, in a row. 
straight, sequential, in succession, running, in- 
formal on the trot 

successor ► noun heir (apparent), inhentor, 
next-in-line 

-opposites predecessor 

Succinct ► adjective concise, short (and 
sweet), brief, compact, condensed, cnsp, lacon- 
ic, terse, to the point, pithy, epigrammatic, 
synoptic, gnomic, formal compendious 
-opposites verbose 

SUCCOUr ►noun providing succour in times of 
need aid, help, a helping hand, assistance, com- 
fort. ease, relief, support 

► verb the prisoners were succoured help, aid, bnng 
aid to. give/render assistance to. assist, lend a 
(helpmg) hand to, minister to, care for, com- 
fort, bnng relief to. support, take care of, look 
after, attend to 

SUCCUiont ► adjective juicy, moist, luscious, 
soft, tender, choice, mouth-watenng, appetiz- 
ing, flavoursome, tasty, delicious, informal 
scrumptious, scrummy. 

-opposites diy 

SUCCUmb ► verb Qshe succumbed to temptation 
yield, give m/way, submit, surrender, capitu- 
late, cave in Qhe succumbed to the disease die 
from/of; catch, develop, contract, fall ill with, 
informal come/go down with 
-opposites resist 

SUCk ► verb Qthey sucked orange juice through 
straws sip, sup. siphon, slurp, draw, drink 
QFran sucked in a deep breath draw, pull, 
breathe, gasp, inhale, inspire Qthey got sucked 
into petty crime implicate in. involve in, draw 
into, informal mix up in Q{N Amer informal} the 
weather sucks be very bad, be awful, be temble, 
be dreadful, be homble, informal stink 
B suck up ( informal) they suck up to him, hanging 
on to his every word, grovel, creep, toady, be ob- 
sequious, be sycophantic, kowtow, bow and 
scrape, truckle, fawn on, informal lick someone’s 
boots, be all over 

suckle ► verb breastfeed, feed, nurse 
sudden ►adjective unexpected, unforeseen, 
unanticipated, unlooked-for; immediate, in- 
stantaneous, instant, precipitous, precipitate, 
abrupt, rapid, swift, quick 
suddenly ► adverb immediately, instantaneous- 
ly, instantly, straight away, all of a sudden, all 
at once, promptly, abruptly, swiftly; unexpect- 
edly, without warning, without notice, out of 
the blue; informal straight off. in a flash, like a 
shot. 

-opposites gradually 

suds ► plural noun lather, foam, froth, bubbles, 
soap 

Sue ►verb Qhe sued for negligence: take legal 
action, take to court, bring an action/suit, pro- 


ceed against, informal have the law on. Q suing 
for peace appeal, petition, ask, solicit, request, 
seek 

suffer ►verb 01 hate to see him suffer • hurt, 
ache, be in pain, feel pain; be in distress, be 
upset, be miserable Qhe suffers from asthma, be 
afflicted by, be affected by, be troubled with, 
have 0 England suffered a humiliating defeat 
undergo, experience, be subjected to. receive, 
endure, face O the school's reputation has suffered 
be impaired, be damaged, deteriorate, decline 
0 (archaic) he was obliged to suffer her intimate 
proximity : tolerate, put up with, bear, stand, 
abide, endure; formal brook 0 (archaic) my con- 
science would not suffer me to accept allow, per- 
mit, let, give leave to, sanction 

suffering ►noun hardship, distress, misery, 
wretchedness, adversity, tribulation, pain, 
agony, anguish, trauma, torment, torture, hurt, 
affliction, sadness, unhappiness, sorrow, gnef, 
woe. angst, heartache, heartbreak, stress, 
poetic I literary dolour 

suffice ► verb be enough, be sufficient, be ad- 
equate, do, serve, meet requirements, fit/ fill 
the bill, satisfy demands, answer/meet one’s 
needs, answer/serve the purpose, informal hit the 
spot 

Sufficient ►adjective & determiner enough, ad- 
equate, plenty of. ample 
-opposites inadequate 

Suffocate ►verb Oshe suffocated her victim 
smother, asphyxiate, stifle, choke, strangle 
©she was suffocating in the heat be breathless, 
be short of air, struggle for air, be too hot. 
swelter, informal roast, bake, boil. 

Suffrage ►noun franchise, right to vote, the 
vote, enfranchisement, ballot 

suffuse ►verb permeate, spread over, spread 
throughout, cover, bathe, pervade, wash, satur- 
ate, imbue 

sugar See list 

-related terms saccharine, glyco- 


Biochemical Sugars 

arablnose 


deoxyrtbose 

dextrose 

fructose 

galactose 

glucose 

Invert sugar 

lactose 


lactulose 

laevuiose 

maltose 

mannose 

raffinose 

fhamnose 

rtbose 

Hbulose 


saccharose 

sorbose 

sucrose 

tetrose 

trehalose 

trfose 

xylose 


Sugary ►adjective O sugary snacks: sweet, 
sugared, sickly Q sugary romance, sentimental, 
mawkish, cloying, slushy, mushy, sloppy, sickly 
(sweet), saccharine, syrupy; informal soppy, 
schmaltzy, cutesy, corny. 

-opposites sour. 

suggast ►verb QRuth suggested a holiday- pro - 
pose , put forward, recommend, advocate; ad- 
vise, urge, encourage, counsel. Q evidence sug- 
gests that teenagers are responsive to price increases: 
indicate, lead to the belief, argue, demonstrate, 
show; formal evince Q sources suggest that the 
Prime Minister wfll change his cabinet: hint, insinu- 
ate. imply, intimate, indicate. 0the seduction 
scenes suggest his guilt and her loneliness: convey. 
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express, impart, imply, intimate, smack of, 
evoke, conjure up, formal evince 

suggestion ►noun Osome suggestions for tack- 
ling this problem proposal, proposition, motion, 
submission, recommendation; advice, counsel, 
hint, tip, clue, idea. ©the suggestion of a smirk 
hint, trace, touch, suspicion, dash, soup^on, 
ghost, semblance, shadow, glimmer, impres- 
sion, whisper. 0 there is no suggestion that he was 
party to a conspiracy insinuation, hint, implica- 
tion, intimation, innuendo, imputation 

Suggestive ► adjective O suggestive remarks • in- 
decent, indelicate, improper, unseemly, sexual, 
sexy, smutty, dirty, nbald, bawdy, racy, risque, 
lewd, vulgar, coarse, salacious, ©an odour sug- 
gestive of a brewery redoi ent, evocative, remin- 
iscent, characteristic, indicative, typical 

suicide ► noun self-destruction, taking one’s 
own life, self-murder, informal topping oneself 

suit ► noun Qq pinstriped suit outfit, set of 
clothes, ensemble © (informal) suits in faraway 
boardrooms businessman, businesswoman, ex- 
ecutive, bureaucrat, administrator, manager 
©a medical malpractice suit legal action, law- 
suit, (court) case, action, (legal/judicial) pro- 
ceedings, litigation, ©they spumed his suit en 
treaty, request, plea, appeal, petition, suppli- 
cation. application ©his suit came to nothing 
courtship, wooing, attentions 0a suit of cards 
See list 

► vtrb ©blue really suits you look attractive on, 
enhance the appearance of. look good on, be- 
come, flatter Q savings schemes to suit all pockets 
be convenient for, be acceptable to, be suit- 
able for, meet the requirements of. fit/fill the 
bill 0 recipes ideally suited to students, make ap 
propriate to/for, tailor, fashion, adjust, adapt, 
modify, fit, gear, design 

Suits of Cards 

STANDARD PACK 

dubs 
diamonds 
hearts 
spades 


TAROT PACK 
cups 

pent ades/col ns/discs 

swords 

trumps 

wands/batons 


Suitable ►adjective © suitable employment oppor- 
tunities acceptable, satisfactory, fitting, informal 
nght up someone’s street © a drama suitable for 
all ages appropriate, fitting, fit, acceptable, 
nght ©mustc suitable for a lively dinner party ap 
propriate, suited, befitting, m keeping with, in- 
formal cut out for © they treated him with suitable 
respect proper, seemly, decent, appropnate, fit- 
ting. befitting, correct, due. 0 suitable candi- 
dates' well qualified, well suited, appropnate, 
fitting. 

-opposites inappropriate 

suitcase ►noun travelling bag, travel bag, 
case, valise, overnight case, portmanteau, van- 
ity case; (suHcrsdb) luggage, baggage. 

Suit# ►noun ©a penthouse suite apartment, 
flat, (set of) rooms, ©the Queen and her suite. 
retinue, entourage, tram, escort, royal house- 
hold. court; attendants, retamers, servants. 

Suitor ► noun admirer, wooer, boyfriend, 
sweetheart, lover, poetic/ literary swain; dated beau. 


sulk ►verb Dad was sulking- mope, brood, be sul- 
len, have a long face, be in a bad mood, be in a 
huff, be grumpy, be moody, informal be down in 
the dumps 

► noun he sank into a deep sulk (bad) mood, fit of 
ill humour, fit of pique, pet, huff, (bad) tem- 
per, the sulks, the blues, informal grump 

sulky ► adjective sulky faces sullen, surly, mop- 
ing, pouting, moody, sour, piqued, petulant, 
disgruntled, ill-humoured, in a bad mood, hav- 
ing a fit of the sulks, out of humour, put out. 
bad-tempered, grumpy, huffy, glum, gloomy, 
morose, informal grouchy, fed up 
-opposites cheerful 

Sullen ►adjective surly, sulky, pouting, sour, 
morose, resentful, glum, moody, gloomy, 
grumpy, bad-tempered, ill-tempered, unrespon- 
sive, uncommunicative, uncivil, unfriendly 
-opposites cheerful 

Sully ►verb taint, defile, soil, tarnish, stain, 
blemish, pollute, spoil, mar: poetic/ literary be- 
smirch. befoul 

Sultry ►adjective ©a sultry day humid, close, 
airless, stifling, oppressive, muggy, sticky, swel- 
tering, tropical, heavy, hot, informal boiling, 
roasting ©a sultry film star passionate, at- 
tractive, sensual, sexy, voluptuous, erotic, se- 
ductive 

-opposites refreshing 

Sum ► noun © a large sum of money amount, 
quantity, volume ©just a small sum. amount of 
money, price, charge, fee, cost ©the sum of two 
numbers (sum) total, grand total, tally, aggre- 
gate, summation © the sum of his wisdom entir 
ety, totality, total, whole, aggregate, summa- 
tion, beginning and end ©we did sums at 
school (arithmetical) problem, calculation, 
(sums) arithmetic, mathematics, computation. 
Brit informal maths, N Amer informal math 
-opposites difference 

■ sum up summarize the evidence, review the 
evidence, give a summing-up 

■ sum someone/something up © one reviewer 
summed it up as ‘ compelling ’ evaluate, assess, ap- 
praise. rate, weigh up, gauge, judge, deem, ad- 
judge, estimate, form an opinion of ©he 
summed up his reasons, summarize, make/give a 
summary of. precis, outline, give an outline of, 
recapitulate, review; informal recap 

summarily ►adverb immediately, instantly, 
nght away, straight away, at once, on the spot, 
promptly; speedily, swiftly, rapidly, without 
delay, arbitrarily, without formality, peremp- 
tonly, without due process 

summarize ► verb sum up, abndge, condense, 
encapsulate, outline, give an outline of, put in 
a nutshell, recapitulate, give/make a summary 
of, give a synopsis of, precis, give a r£sum£ of, 
give the gist of; informal recap, archaic epitomize 

summary ► noun a summary of the findings: syn- 
opsis. precis, rfcsumfc, abstract, digest, encapsu- 
lation, abbreviated version, outline, sketch, 
rundown, review, summing-up, overview, re- 
capitulation, epitome, conspectus, informal recap 

► adjective ©a summary financial statement 
abridged, abbreviated, shortened, condensed, 
concise, succinct, short, bnef, pithy; formal com- 
pendious 0 summary execution: immediate, in- 
stant, instantaneous, on-the-spot; speedy, swift. 
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rapid, without delay, sudden, arbitrary, with' 
out formality, peremptory 

summer 

-RELATED TERMS aeStlVal. 

summer house ► noun gazebo, pavilion, 
belvedere, poetic/ literary bower 

Summit ► noun Qthe summit of Mont Blanc 
(mountain) top, peak, crest, crown, apex, tip, 
cap, hilltop Qthe summits of world literature 
acme, peak, height, pinnacle, zenith, climax, 
high pomt/spot, highlight, crowning glory, 
best, finest, nonpareil ©the next superpower 
summit meeting, negotiation, conference. 
talk(s), discussion 
-opposites base, nadir 

Summon ► vtrb Ohe was summoned to the Em - 
bossy send for, call for, request the presence 
of, ask. invite ©they were summoned as wit- 
nesses serve with a summons, summons, sub- 
poena, ate, serve with a citation ©the chair 
summoned a meeting • convene, assemble, order, 
call, announce, formal convoke ©he summoned 
the courage to move closer muster, gather, col- 
lect, rally, screw up 0 summoning up their mem- 
ories of home call to mind, call up/forth, con- 
jure up. evoke, recall, revive, arouse, kindle, 
awaken, spark (off) ©they summoned spirits of 
the dead conjure up, call up, invoke 

summons ► noun O the court issued a summons 
writ, subpoena, warrant, court order. Law cit- 
ation ©a summons to go to the boss's office 
order, directive, command, instruction, de- 
mand, decree, injunction, edict, call, request 
► vtrb he was summonsed to appear in court ■ serve 
with a summons, summon, subpoena, ate. 
serve with a atation 

sumptuous ► adjective lavish, luxurious, opu- 
lent, magnificent, resplendent, gorgeous, splen- 
did, grand, lavishly appointed, palatial, nch, in- 
formal plush, ritzy. Bat informal swish 
-opposites plain 

sun ► noun sunshine, sunlight, daylight, light, 
warmth, beams, rays 
-RELATED TERMS solar, hellO- 
■ sun onssslf. See sunbathe 

sunbstho ► vtrb sun oneself, bask, get a tan. 
tan oneself; informal catch some rays 

sunburnt ► adjtctlvt ©his sunburnt shoulders 
burnt, sunburned, red, scarlet ©a handsome 
sunburnt face tanned, suntanned, brown, 
bronzed, bronze 
-opposites pale 
Sunday ► noun THE Sabbath 
-RELATED TERMS dominical 

sundor ► vtrb {poetic/ literary) divide, split, cleave, 
separate, rend, sever, nve 

sundry ► adjective various, varied, miscellan- 
eous, assorted, mixed, diverse, diversified, sev- 
eral. numerous, many, manifold, multifarious, 
multitudinous; poetic/ literary divers 

sunkon ► adjective ©sunken eyes * hollowed, 
hollow, depressed, deep-set, concave, mdented 
©a sunken garden: below ground level, at a 
lower level, lowered. 

sunlass ► adjective Qa cold sunless day: dark, 
overcast, cloudy , grey, gloomy, dismal, murky, 
dull, ©the sunless side of the house: shady, shad- 
owy. dark, gloomy. 


sunlight ► noun daylight, sun. sunshine, sun's 
rays, (natural) light. 

sunny ► adjective ©a sunny day: bright, sun- 
shiny, sunlit, dear, fine, cloudless, without a 
cloud in the sky ©a sunny disposition * cheer 
ful, cheery, happy, light-hearted, bnght. 
merry, joyful, bubbly, jolly, jovial, animated, 
buoyant, ebullient, upbeat, vivacious, poetic/ 
literary blithe © look on the sunny side: optimistic, 
rosy, bright, hopeful, auspicious, favourable 
-oppositbs dull, miserable 

SUnrlSS ► noun (crack of) dawn, daybreak, 
break of day, first light, (early) morning, cock- 
crow; N Amer sunup, poetic /literary aurora, day- 
spring 

sunsst ► noun nightfall, close of day. twilight, 
dusk, evening. N Amer sundown, poetic /literary 
eventide, gloaming 

SUnshlns ► noun © relaxing in the sunshine . sun 
light, sun, sun’s rays, daylight, (natural) light 
©his smile was all sunshine happiness, cheerful- 
ness. cheer, gladness, laughter, gaiety, merri- 
ment, joy. joyfulness, joviality, jollity, poetic / 
literary blitheness 0{Brit informal) hello, sunshine 
my friend; informal pal, chum; Bnt informal mate, 
matey, squire, mush; N Amer infbmial bud, 
buddy, buster 

SUpar ► adjective (informal) excellent, superb, su- 
perlative, first-class, outstanding, marvellous, 
magnificent, wonderful, splendid, glorious; in- 
formal great, fantastic, fabulous, terrific, ace, div- 
ine. Al, wicked, cool, Bnt informal smashing, bril- 
liant, bnll 
-opposites rotten. 

superannuated ► adjective © a superannuated 
civil servant pensioned (off), retired, elderly, 
old © superannuated computing equipment old, 
old-fashioned, antiquated, out of date, out- 
moded, broken-down, obsolete, disused, de- 
tuna. informal clapped out 

SUparb ► adjective ©he scored a superb goal ex- 
cellent, superlative, first-rate, first-class, out- 
standing, remarkable, marvellous, magnificent, 
wonderfiil, splendid, admirable, noteworthy, 
impressive, fine, exquisite, exceptional, glori- 
ous, informal great, fantastic, fabulous, terrific, 
super, awesome, ace, cool, Al; Bnt informal bril- 
liant. bnll, smashing, ©a superb diamond neck- 
lace * magnificent, majestic, splendid, grand, im- 
pressive, imposing, awe-inspinng, breathtak- 
ing; gorgeous 
-oppositbs poor, inferior 

SUpsrclllOUS ► adjective arrogant, haughty, 
conceited, disdainful, overbearing, pompous, 
condescending, superior, patronizing, impen- 
ous, proud, snobbish, snobby, smug, scornful, 
sneering; informal hoity-toity, high and mighty, 
uppity, snooty, stuck-up. snotty, jumped up, 
too big for one’s boots. 

Superficial ► actyective Q superficial bums: sur- 
face, exterior, external, outer, outside, slight, 
©a superficial friendship: shallow, surface, skin- 
deep. artificial; empty, hollow, meaningless, 
©a superficial investigation: cursory, perfunc- 
tory, casual, sketchy, desultory, token, slap- 
dash, offhand, rushed, hasty, hurried, ©a 
superficial resemblance: apparent, seeming, out- 
ward, ostensible, cosmetic, slight ©a superfi- 
cial biography, trivial, lightweight, ©a superfi- 
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cud person: facile, shallow, flippant, empty- 
headed, trivial, frivolous, silly, mane 
-oppositbs deep, thorough 
superficially * advert apparently, seeming- 
ly, ostensibly, outwardly, on the surface, on 
the face of it, to all intents and purposes, at 
first glance, to the casual eye. 
superfluity ► noun surplus, excess, overabun- 
dance, glut, surfeit, profusion, plethora 
-opposites shortage 

superfluous ► adjective Q superfluous material 
surplus (to requirements), redundant, urn 
needed, excess, extra, (to) spare, remaining, un- 
used. left over, in excess, waste 0 words seemed 
superfluous * unnecessary, unneeded, redundant, 
uncalled for, unwarranted 
-opposites necessaiy 

Superhuman ► adjective O a superhuman effort 
extraordinary, phenomenal, prodigious, stu- 
pendous, exceptional, immense, heroic 
0 superhuman power divine, holy, heavenly 
0 superhuman beings supernatural, preternat- 
ural. paranormal, other-worldly, unearthly, rare 
extramundane 
-oppositbs mundane 

Superintend ► verb supervise, oversee, be in 
charge of, be in control of. preside over, direct, 
administer, manage, run, be responsible for 
superintendent ► noun O the superintendent 
of the museum manager, director, administrator, 
supervisor, overseer, controller, chief, head, 
governor; informal boss 0 (N Amer ) the budding’s 
superintendent : caretaker, janitor, warden, por- 
ter 

Superior ► adjoctivt Oa superior officer higher- 
ranking. higher-level, senior, higher, higher-up 
©the superior candidate ■ better, more expert, 
more skilful, worthier, fitter, preferred. 0 su- 
perior workmanship finer, better, higher-grade, 
of higher quality, greater, accomplished, ex- 
pert. O superior chocolate good-quality, high- 
quality. first-class, first-rate, top-quality, choice, 
select, exclusive, pnme, prize, fine, excellent, 
best, choicest, finest 0 a superior hotel high- 
class. upper-class, select, exclusive; Bnt upmar 
ket; informal classy, posh 0 fake regarded her with 
superior amusement : condescending, supercili- 
ous, patronizing, haughty, disdainful, pom- 
pous, snobbish, informal high and mighty, hoity- 
toity, snooty, stuck-up. 

-oppositbs junior, inferior 
► noun my immediate superior, manager, chief, 
supervisor, senior, controller, foreman, informal 
boss 

-opposites subordinate 

superiority ► noun supremacy, advantage, 
lead, dominance, primacy, ascendancy, emi- 
nence. 

superlative ► ■djecflvt excellent, magnifi- 
cent, wonderful, marvellous, supreme, consum- 
mate, outstanding, remarkable, fine choice, 
first-rate, first-class, premier, prime, unsur- 
passed. unequalled, unparalleled, unrivalled, 
pre-eminent; informal crack, ace. wicked. Brit infor- 
mal brilliant. 

-oppositbs mediocre. 

supernatural ► adjective O supernatural 

powers: paranormal, psychic, magic, magical, 
occult, mystic, mystical superhuman, super- 
normal; ran extramundane. Oa supernatural 


being; ghostly, phantom, spectral, other- 
worldly. unearthly, unnatural, 
suparsads ► verb replace, take the place of, 
take over from, succeed, supplant, displace, 
oust, overthrow, remove, unseat; informal fill 
someone’s shoes/boots 

suparstltlon ► noun o the old superstitions held 
by sailors myth, belief, old wives’ tale, legend, 
story 0 medicine was riddled with superstition * un 
founded belief, credulity, fallacy, delusion, il- 
lusion; magic, sorcery 

suparstltious ► adjoctlvo O superstitious beliefs 
mythical, irrational, illusory, groundless, un- 
founded, traditional. 0h e’s incredibly supersti- 
tious credulous, naive, gullible 
-oppositbs factual, sceptical 
SUparvlaa ► verb O he had to supervise the load- 
ing superintend, oversee, be in charge of, pre- 
side over, direct, manage, run. look after, be 
responsible for, govern, organize, handle 
0you may need to supervise the patient watch, 
oversee, keep an eye on, observe, monitor, 
mind 

supervision ►noun ©the supervision of the 
banking system administration, management, 
control, charge, superintendence, regulation, 
government, governance 0 k eep your children 
under supervision observation, guidance, cus- 
tody, charge, safe keeping, care, guardianship, 
control 

supervisor ►noun manager, director, over- 
seer, controller, superintendent, governor, 
chief, head, steward, foreman, Bnt ganger, infor- 
mal boss, Bnt informal gaffer 
SUpIna ► adjective Oshe lay supine on the sand 
flat on one s back, face upwards, flat, horizon- 
tal. recumbent, stretched out 0 a supine media 
weak, spineless, yielding, effete, docile, acqui- 
escent. pliant, submissive, passive, inert, spirit- 
less 

-opposites prostrate, strong 
•uppar ►noun dinner, evening meal, main 
meal; snack, bite to eat, Bnt tea. formal repast, 
poetic /literary refection 

supplant ► verb O motorways supplanted the net- 
work of A-roads. replace, supersede, displace, 
take over from, substitute for, ovemde ©the 
man he supplanted as Pnme Minister oust, usurp, 
overthrow, remove, topple, unseat, depose, de- 
throne, succeed, come after; informal fill 
someone’s shoes/boots 

SUppla ► adjective Qher supple body lithe, lim- 
ber, iissom(i), willowy, flexible, loose-limbed, 
agile, acrobatic, nimble, double-jointed ©sup- 
ple leather, pliant, pliable, flexible, soft, bend- 
able, workable, malleable, stretchy, elastic, 
spnngy, yielding, rubbery 
-oppositbs stiff, ngid 

supplamant ►noun Oa mouse is a keyboard 
supplement: addition, supplementation, supple- 
mentary, extra, add-on, accessory, adjunct, ap- 
pendage; Computing peripheral. 0 a single room 
supplement, surcharge, addition, increase 0 a 
supplement to the essay, appendix, addendum, end 
matter, tailpiece, codicil, postscript, addition, 
coda, ©a special supplement with today's paper 
pull-out, insert, extra section. 

► verb they supplemented their incomes by spinning: 
augment, increase, add to. boost, swell, amp- 
lify, enlarge, top up. 
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supplementary ► •djtctiv# Q supplementary 
income additional, supplemental, extra, more, 
further, add-on. subsidiary, auxiliary, ancillaiy 
Qa supplementary index appended, attached, 
added, extra, accompanying 

Suppliant ► noun they were not mere suppliants 
petitioner, supplicant, pleader, beggar, appli- 
cant 

► adjective those around her were suppliant plead 
ino, begging, imploring, entreating, supplicat- 
ing, on bended knee 

supplicate *verb entreat, beg, plead with, 
implore, petition, appeal to, call on, urge, en- 
join, importune, sue, ask. request, poetic/ literary 
beseech 

supply ► verb Qthey supplied money to rebels 
give, contribute, provide, furnish, donate, be- 
stow, grant, endow, impart, dispense, disburse, 
allocate, assign, informal fork out, shell out 
Qthe lake suppltes the city with water provide. 
furnish, endow, serve, confer, equip, arm 
0 windmills supply their power needs satisfy, 
meet, fulfil, cater for 

► noun Qa limited supply of food stock, store, re- 
serve, reservoir, stockpile, hoard, cache, store- 
house, repository, fund, mine, bank 0 the sup- 
ply of alcoholic liquor provision, dissemination, 
distribution, serving ©go t o a supermarket for 
supplies provisions, stores, stocks, rations, 
food, foodstuffs, eatables, produce, necessities, 
informal eats, formal comestibles 

► adjective a supply teacher substitute, stand-in, 
fill-m, locum, temporary, stopgap 

Support ►¥•* Qa roof supported by pillars 
hold up, bear, carry, prop up, keep up, brace, 
shore up, underpin, buttress, reinforce Qhe 
struggled to support his family provide for, main- 
tain. sustain, keep, take care of, look after 
Qshe supported him to the end comfort, encour- 
age, sustain, buoy up, hearten, fortify, console, 
solace, reassure, informal buck up ©evidence to 
support the argument substantiate, back up, 
bear out. corroborate, confirm, attest to. verify, " 
prove, validate, authenticate, endorse, ratify 
©the money supports charitable projects help, aid, 
assist, contribute to, back, subsidize, fund, 
finance, N Amer informal bankroll ©an independ- 
ent candidate supported by locals back, champion, 
help, assist, aid, abet, favour, encourage, vote 
for, stand behind, defend; sponsor, second, 
promote, endorse, sanction, informal throw one’s 
weight behind Qthey support human rights ad- 
vocate, promote, champion, back, espouse, be 
in favour of, recommend, defend, subscribe to 
QI could not support the grief endure, bear, tol- 
erate. stand, put up with, abide, stomach, sus- 
tain, formal brook, archaic suffer. 

-opposites neglect, contradict, oppose 

► noun Q bridge supports' pillar, post, prop, up- 
right, crutch, plinth, brace, buttress, base, sub- 
structure. foundation, underpinning Qhe pays 
support for his wife ■ maintenance, keep, susten- 
ance, subsistence. 91 was lucky to have their sup- 
port * encouragement, friendship, strength, con- 
solation. solace, succour, relief. © he was a great 
support comfort, help, assistance, tower of 
strength, prop, mainstay. © support for commu- 
nity services contributions, backing, donations, 
money, subsidy, funding, funds, finance, cap- 
ital ©they voiced their support for him : backing, 
help, assistance, aid, endorsement, approval; 


votes, patronage Qa surge in support for de- 
centralization. advocacy, backing, promotion, 
championship, espousal, defence, recommen- 
dation 

supporter ►noun O supporters of gun control 
advocate, backer, adherent, promoter, cham- 
pion, defender, upholder, crusader, proponent, 
campaigner, apologist Q Labour supporters. 
backer, helper, adherent, follower, ally, voter, 
disciple, member Qthe chanty relies on its sup- 
porters contributor, donor, benefactor, spon- 
sor, backer, patron, subscriber, well-wisher 
Qtne team's supporters fan, follower, enthusi- 
ast, devotee, admirer; informal buff, addict. 

Supportive ► •djoctlvt Qa supportive teacher 
encouraging, caring, sympathetic, reassuring, 
understanding, concerned, helpful, kind, kind- 
ly Qwe are supportive of the proposal in favour 
of, favourable to, pro, on the side of, sympa- 
thetic to, well disposed to, receptive to 

suppose ►verb QI suppose he's used to this, as 
sume, presume, expect, dare say, take it (as 
read), believe, think, fancy, suspect, sense, 
trust, guess, surmise, reckon, conjecture, de- 
duce, infer, gather, formal opine Q suppose you 
had a spacecraft assume, imagine, (let’s) say, hy- 
pothesize, theorize, speculate Qthe theory sup- 
poses rational players require, presuppose, 
imply, assume; call for, need 
supposed ►adjective Qthe supposed phenom- 
ena apparent, ostensible, seeming, alleged, pu- 
tative, reputed, rumoured, claimed, purported, 
professed, declared, assumed, presumed ©I'm 
supposed to meet him at 8 30 meant, intended, 
expected, required, obliged 

supposition ► noun belief, surmise, idea, no- 
tion, suspicion, conjecture, speculation, infer- 
ence, theory, hypothesis, postulation, guess, 
feeling, hunch, assumption, presumption 

SUpprosS ► verb O they could suppress the rebel- 
lion subdue, repress, crush, quell, quash, 
squash, stamp out, defeat, conquer, overpower, 
put down, crack down on, end, stop, termin- 
ate, halt ©she suppressed her irritation conceal, 
restrain, stifle, smother, bottle up, hold back, 
control, check, curb, contain, bndle. inhibit, 
keep a rem on, put a lid on Qthe report was 
suppressed, censor, keep secret, conceal, hide, 
hush up, gag, withhold, cover up, stifle, ban, 
proscribe, outlaw, sweep under the carpet 
-opposites incite, reveal 

suppurate ► verb fester, form pus. dis- 
charge. run, weep, become septic, Medicine mat- 
urate 

supremacy ► noun ascendancy, predomin- 
ance, primacy, dominion, hegemohy. authority, 
mastery, control, power, rule, sovereignty, in- 
fluence, dominance, superiority, advantage, the 
upper hand, the whip hand, the edge; distinc- 
tion, greatness. 

supreme ► adjective Qthe supreme commander. 
highest ranking, chief, head. top. foremost, 
principal, superior, premier, first, prime; great- 
est, dominant, predominant, pre-eminent. Qa 
supreme achievement : extraordinary, remark- 
able, incredible, phenomenal, rare, exception- 
al, outstanding, great, incomparable, unparal- 
leled, peerless, ©the supreme sacrifice: ultimate, 
final, last; utmost, extreme, greatest, highest. 
-opposites subordinate, insignificant. 
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sura ► adjective QI am sure that they didn't • cer- 
tain, positive, convinced, confident, definite, 
assured, satisfied, persuaded; unhesitating, un- 
wavenng, unshakeable Q someone was sure to be 
blamed ■ bound, likely, destined, fated Qa sure 
winner with the children guaranteed, unfailing, 
infallible, unerring, assured, certain, inevitable, 
as sure as eggs is eggs; informal sure-fire Q he en- 
tered in the sure knowledge that he would win un- 
questionable. indisputable, irrefutable, incon- 
trovertible. undeniable, indubitable, undoubt- 
ed, absolute, categoncal, true, certain, obvious, 
evident, plain, clear, conclusive, definite Qa 
sure sign that he’s worried reliable, dependable, 
trustworthy, unfailing, infallible, certain, un- 
ambiguous. true, foolproof, established, effect- 
ive, informal sure-fire, formal efficacious. 0 the sure 
hand of the soloist firm, steady, stable, secure, 
confident, steadfast, unfaltering, unwavering 
-opposites uncertain, unlikely 

► exclamation ' Can I come too 7 ’ 4 Sure ’ yes, all nght, 
of course, indeed, certainly, absolutely, agreed. 
informal OK, yeah, yep, uh-huh, you bet. I’ll say, 
sure thing 

■ be sure to remember to. don’t forget to. see 
that you, mind that you, take care to, be cer- 
tain to 

■ for sure { informal) definitely, surely, certainly, 
without doubt, without question, undoubtedly, 
indubitably, absolutely, undeniably, unmistak- 
ably 

■ make sure check, confirm, make certain, 
ensure, assure, verify, corroborate, substanti- 
ate 

SUraly ►adverb Q surely you remembered 7 it must 
be the case that, assuredly, without question 
0/ will surely die certainly, for sure, definitely, 
undoubtedly, without doubt, doubtless, indub- 
itably, unquestionably, without fail, inevitably 
0 slowly but surely manipulating the public firmly, 
steadily, confidently, assuredly, unhesitatingly, 
unfalteringly, unswervingly, determinedly, dog- 
gedly 

Surety ►noun O she's a surety for her his obliga- 
tions guarantor, sponsor ©bail of £10,000 with 
a further £10,000 surety pledge, collateral, guar- 
anty, guarantee, bond, assurance, insurance, 
deposit, security, indemnity, indemnification, 
earnest 

surface ►noun Qthe surface of the door out 
side, extenor, top, side, finish, veneer ©the 
surface of police culture outward appearance, fa- 
cade 0 a floured surface worktop, top, work 
surface, counter, table 
-opposites inside, mtenor 

► adjectivo surface appearances superficial, exter- 
nal. extenor, outward, ostensible, apparent, 
cosmetic, skin deep 

-opposites underlying 

► verb Qa submarine surfaced: come to the sur 
face, come up, rise. 0 the idea first surfaced in 
the sixties: emerge, anse, appear, come to light, 
crop up, matenalize, spnng up. Q (informal) she 
eventually surfaces for breakfast, get up, get out of 
bed. rise, wake, awaken, appear 
-opposites dive 

■ on tho surface at first glance, to the cas- 
ual eye. outwardly, to all appearances, appar- 
ently, ostensibly, superficially, externally. 

Surfeit ►noun a surfeit of apples: excess, sur- 
plus. abundance, oversupply, superabundance. 


superfluity, glut, avalanche, deluge, overdose; 
too much; informal bellyful. 

-opposites lack 

► varb well all be surfeited with food' satiate, gorge, 
overfeed, overfill, glut, cram, stuff, over- 
indulge. fill 

surge ►noun Qa surge of water' gush, rush, 
outpounng, stream, flow 0 a surge tn oil pro- 
duction increase, nse, growth, upswing, up- 
surge, escalation, leap. 0 a sudden surge of 
anger rush, storm, torrent, blaze, outburst, 
eruption Qthe surge of sea swell, heaving, 
rolling, roll, swirling, tide 

► verb Q the water surged into people's homes gush, 
rush, stream, flow, burst, pour, cascade, spill, 
overflow, sweep, roll © the Dow Jones index 
surged 47 63 points increase, nse, grow, escal- 
ate, leap Qthe sea surged swell, heave, nse, 
roll 

Surgeon ► noun. See list at doctor 

Surgery ►noun. See lists at instrument, oper 
ation 

surly ► adjective sullen, sulky, moody, sour, un- 
friendly, unpleasant, scowling, unsmiling, bad- 
tempered. grumpy, crotchety, pnckly, cantan- 
kerous, irascible, testy, short-tempered, abrupt, 
brusque, curt, gruff, churlish, ill-humoured, 
crabby, uncivil, informal grouchy 
-opposites pleasant 

surmise ► verb guess, conjecture, suspect, de- 
duce, infer, conclude, theorize, speculate, div- 
ine, assume, presume, suppose, understand, 
gather, feel, sense, think, believe, imagine, 
fancy, reckon, formal opine 

Surmount ► verb Q his reputation surmounts lan- 
guage barriers overcome, conquer, prevail over, 
triumph over, beat, vanquish, clear, cross, pass 
over, resist, endure 0 they surmounted the ndge 
climb over, top. ascend, scale, mount ©the 
dome is surmounted by a statue cap. top, crown, 
finish 

-opposites descend 

Surname ► noun family name, last name, 
patronymic 

surpass ► verb excel, exceed, transcend, 
outdo, outshine, outstnp, outclass, over- 
shadow, eclipse, improve on, top. trump, cap, 
beat, better, outperform 

surplus ► noun a surplus of grain excess, sur- 
feit, superabundance, superfluity, oversupply, 
glut, profusion, plethora, remainder, residue, 
remains, leftovers 
-opposites deatth 

► adjective surplus adhesive * excess, leftover, un- 
used, remaining, extra, additional, spare, su- 
perfluous, redundant, unwanted, unneeded, 
dispensable, expendable 

-opposites insufficient 

SUrpriS# ► noun QKate looked at me in surprise 
astonishment, amazement, wonder, incredu- 
lity, bewilderment, stupefaction, disbelief. 
Qthe test came as a big surprise shock, bolt 
from the blue, bombshell, revelation, rude 
awakening; informal turn up for the books, eye- 
opener, shocker. 

► vtib QI was so surprised that I dropped it' aston- 
ish. amaze, startle, astound, stun, stagger, 
shock; leave open-mouthed, take someone’s 
breath away, dumbfound, daze, take aback, 
shake up, informal bowl over, floor, flabbergast. 
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Bnt informal knock for six ©she surprised a burg - 
lar take by surprise, catch unawares, catch off 
guard, catch red-handed, catch in the act, catch 
out, Bnt informal catch on the hop 
surprised ► adjective astonished, amazed, as- 
tounded, startled, stunned, staggered, non- 
plussed. shocked, taken aback, stupefied, 
dumbfounded, dumbstruck, speechless, thun- 
derstruck, confounded, shaken up, informal 
bowled over, flabbergasted, floored, flum- 
moxed 

surprising ► adjective unexpected, unfore- 
seen. unpredictable, astonishing, amazing, 
startling, astounding, staggering, incredible, 
extraordinary, breathtaking, remarkable; infor- 
mal mind-blowing 

surrender ►verb ©the army surrendered ca 
pitulate, give in, give (oneself) up, give way, 
yield, concede (defeat), submit, climb down, 
back down, cave m, relent, crumble, lay down 
one’s arms, raise the white flag, throw m the 
towel/sponge ©they surrendered power to the 
government give up, relinquish, renounce, 
forgo, forswear, cede, abdicate, waive, forfeit, 
sacrifice, hand over, turn over, yield, resign, 
transfer, grant 0 surrender all hope of changing 
things abandon, give up, cast aside 
-opposites resist, seize 

► noun Qthe surrender of the hijackers capitula 
tion, submission, yielding, succumbing, acqui- 
escence, fall, defeat 0 a surrender of power to 
the shop floor relinquishment, renunciation, 
cession, abdication, resignation, transfer 

surreptitious ►adjective SECRET, secretive, 
stealthy, clandestine, sneaky, sly, furtive, con- 
cealed. hidden, undercover, covert, veiled, 
cloak-and-dagger 
-opposites blatant 

Surrogate ►noun substitute, proxy, replace- 
ment, deputy, representative, stand-in, standby, 
stopgap, relief, understudy 
Surround ► verb we were surrounded by cops en 
circle, enclose, encompass, nng, fence m, hem 
in, confine, bound, circumscribe, cut off. be- 
siege, trap 

► noun a fireplace with a wood surround ■ border, 
edging, edge, perimeter, boundary, margin, 
skirting, fringe 

surrounding ►adjective neighbouring, near- 
by, near, neighbourhood, local, adjoining, adja- 
cent. bordering, abutting, encircling, encom- 
passing 

surroundings ► plural noun environment, set- 
ting. milieu, background, backdrop, conditions, 
circumstances, situation, context, vicinity, lo- 
cality. habitat. 

Surveillance ►noun observation, scrutiny, 
watch, view, inspection, supervision, spying, 
espionage, infiltration, reconnaissance; informal 
bugging, wiretapping, recon 
Survey ►verb ©he surveyed his work : look at, 
look over, observe, view, contemplate, regard, 
gaze at. stare at, eye, scrutinize, examine, in- 
spect, scan, study, consider, review, take stock 
of; informal size up; poetic/ literary behold. 0they 
surveyed 4000 drug users: interview, question, 
canvass, poll, cross-examine, investigate, re- 
search. study, probe, sample. 0he was asked to 
survey the house; appraise, assess, prospect; 
make a survey of. value 


► noun O a survey of the current literature : study, 
review, consideration, overview, scrutiny, 
examination, inspection, appraisal. 0 a survey 
of sexual behaviour, poll, review, investigation, 
inquiry, study, probe, questionnaire, census, re- 
search 0 a thorough survey of the property ■ ap 
praisal, assessment, valuation, estimate, esti- 
mation 

survive ► vtrb ©he survived by escaping through 
a hole remain alive, live, sustain oneself, pull 
through, get through, hold on/out, make it. 
keep body and soul together ©the theatre must 
survive continue, remain, persist, endure, live 
on, persevere, abide, go on. carry on, be ex- 
tant, exist ©he was survived by his sons outlive, 
outlast; live longer than 

SUSC«ptlblC ► adjective © susceptible children 
impressionable, credulous, gullible, innocent, 
ingenuous, naive, easily led, defenceless, vul- 
nerable, persuadable, tractable, sensitive, re- 
sponsive. thin-skinned 0 people susceptible to 
blackmail open to, receptive to. vulnerable to, 
an easy target for ©he is susceptible to ulcers li 
able to. prone to, subject to, inclined to, pre 
disposed to, disposed to, given to, at nsk of. ar- 
chaic susceptive of ©the database will be suscep- 
tible of exploitation open to, capable of, admit- 
ting of, receptive of, responsive to 
-opposites sceptical, immune, resistant 
SUSpCCt ►vtrb ©I suspected she'd made a mis- 
take. have a suspicion, have a feeling, feel, (be 
inclined to) think, fancy, reckon, guess, sur- 
mise. conjecture, conclude, have a hunch, sup- 
pose, presume, deduce, infer, sense, imagine, 
fear ©he had no reason to suspect my honesty 
doubt, distrust, mistrust, have misgivings 
about, be sceptical about, have qualms about, 
be suspicious of, be wary of. harbour reserva- 
tions about; informal smell a rat 

► noun u murder suspect suspected person, ac- 
cused. defendant 

► adjtctlvt a suspect package suspicious, dubious, 
doubtful, untrustworthy; odd, queer, informal 
fishy, funny, shady, Bnt informal dodgy. 

Suspend ►verb ©the court case was suspended 
adjourn, interrupt, break off, postpone, delay, 
defer, shelve, put off, intermit, prorogue, hold 
over, hold in abeyance; cut short, discontinue, 
dissolve, disband, terminate, N Amer table; infor- 
mal put on ice, put on the back burner, moth- 
ball, N. Amer informal take a rain check on. 0he 
was suspended from his duties, exclude, debar, re- 
move, eliminate, expel, eject. 0 lights were sus- 
pended from the ceiling: hang, sling, string, 
swing, dangle 

suspense ► noun I can't bear the suspense * ten- 
sion, uncertainty, doubt, anticipation, expect- 
ation, expectancy, excitement, anxiety, appre- 
hension, strain. 

■ In susp«nss eagerly, agog, with bated 
breath, on tenterhooks; on edge, anxious, edgy, 
keyed up, uneasy; informal uptight, jumpy, jit- 
tery 

suspension ►noun o the suspension of army 
operations * adjournment, interruption, post- 
ponement. delay, deferral, deferment, stay, 
prorogation; armistice; cessation, end, halt, 
stoppage, dissolution, disbandment, termin- 
ation. ©his suspension from school: exclusion, de- 
barment, removal elimination, expulsion, ejec- 
tion; Bnt. rustication. 
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suspicion ► noun ©she had a suspicion that he 
didn’t like her intuition, feeling, impression, 
inkling, hunch, fancy, notion, supposition, be* 
lief, idea, theory, presentiment, premonition, 
informal gut feeling, sixth sense. ©1 confronted 
him with my suspicions, misgiving, doubt, qualm, 
reservation, hesitation, question, scepticism, 
uncertainty, distrust, mistrust, ©wine with a 
suspicion of soda trace, touch, suggestion, hint, 
soup^on, tinge, shade, whiff, bit, drop, dash, 
taste, jot, mite 

SUSpIclOUS ► adjective ©she gave him a suspi- 
cious look, doubtful, unsure, dubious, wary, 
chary, sceptical, distrustful, mistrustful, disbe- 
lieving, cynical ©a highly suspicious character 
disreputable, unsavoury, dubious, suspect, 
dishonest-looking, funny-looking, slippery, infor- 
mal shifty, shady, Bnt informal dodgy © she disap- 
peared in suspicious circumstances questionable. 
odd, strange, dubious, irregular, queer, funny, 
doubtful, mysterious, murky, informal fishy, Bnt 
informal dodgy 

-opposites trusting, honest, innocent 
Sustain ► verb ©the balcony might not sustain 
the weight bear, support, cany, stand, keep up. 
prop up. shore up, underpin ©her memories 
sustained her comfort, help, assist, encourage, 
succour, support, give strength to, buoy up, 
cany, cheer up. hearten, informal buck up 
©they were unable to sustain a coalition continue, 
carry on. keep up, keep alive, maintain, pre- 
serve. conserve, perpetuate, retain ©she had 
bread and cheese to sustain her nourish, feed, 
nurture, maintain, preserve, keep alive, keep 
going, provide for ©she sustained slight injuries 
undergo, expenence, suffer, endure ©the alle- 
gation was not sustained uphold, validate, ratify, 
vindicate, confirm, endorse, verify, corroborate, 
substantiate, bear out. prove, authenticate, 
back up. evidence, justify 
sustained ► adjective continuous, ongoing, 
steady, continual, constant, prolonged, persist- 
ent, non-stop, perpetual, unabating, relentless, 
unrelieved, unbroken, never-ending, incessant, 
unceasing, ceaseless, round the clock 
-opposites sporadic 

sustenance ► noun O the creature needs susten- 
ance: nourishment, food, nutriment, nutrition, 
provisions, provender, rations, informal grub, 
chow, Bnt informal scoff, formal comestibles. 
poetic/ literary viands, dated victuals ©the susten- 
ance of his family: support, maintenance, keep, 
living, livelihood, subsistence, income 

swagger ► vtrb ©we swaggered into the arena 
strut, parade, stride, walk confidently; informal 
sashay ©he likes to swagger about his kindness 
boast, brag, bluster, crow, gloat, strut, posture, 
blow one’s own trumpet, lord it: informal show 
off, swank. 

► noun ©a slight swagger in his stride * strut; confi- 
dence. arrogance, ostentation, ©he was Jull of 
swagger bluster, braggadocio, bumptiousness, 
vainglory; informal swank. 

swallow ► vtrb ©she couldn’t swallow anything 
eat, gulp down, consume, devour, put away, 
ingest, assimilate; drink, guzzle, quaff, imbibe, 
sup, slug; informal polish off, swig, swill, down. 
Brit informal scoff. ©/ can't swaRow any more of 
your insults: tolerate, endure, stand, put up 
with. bear, abide, countenance, stomach, take, 
accept; informal hack; Bnt. informal stick; formal 


brook, ©he swallowed my story: believe, credit, 
accept, trust, informal fall for, buy, go for, {swal- 
low hook, line, and sinker), ©she swallowed her 
pride, restrain, repress, suppress, hold back, 
fight back, overcome, check, control, curb, rein 
m. silence, muffle, stifle, smother, hide, bottle 
up, informal keep a/the lid on. 

■ swallow somoona/ something up ©the 
darkness swallowed them up engulf, swamp, de- 
vour, overwhelm, overcome Qthe colleges were 
swallowed up by universities take over, engulf, 
absorb, assimilate, incorporate 

Swamp ► noun his horse got stuck in a swamp 
marsh, bog, quagmire, mire, morass, fen, 
quicksand, N Amer bayou, archaic quag. 

► verb ©the ram was swamping the dry roads 
flood, inundate, deluge, immerse, soak, 
drench, saturate, ©he was swamped by media at- 
tention overwhelm, inundate, flood, deluge, en- 
gulf. snow under, overload, overpower, weigh 
down, besiege, beset 

swampy ► adjective marshy, boggy, fenny, 
miry, soft, soggy, muddy, spongy, heavy, 
squelchy, waterlogged, sodden, wet archaic 
quaggy 

swap ►verb ©/ swapped some toys for a set of 
dice exchange, trade, barter, interchange, bar- 
gain, switch, change, replace ©we swapped 
jokes bandy, exchange, trade, reciprocate 

► noun a job swap exchange, interchange, trade, 
switch, trade-off, substitution 

SWarm ►noun ©a swarm of bees hive, flock, 
collection ©a swarm of gendarmes ■ crowd, 
multitude, horde, host, mob, gang, throng, 
mass, army, troop, herd, pack, poetic/ literary myr- 
iad 

► vtrb reporters were swarming all over the place 
flock, crowd, throng, surge, stream 

s bo swarming with be crowded with, be 
thronged with, be overrun with, be full of. 
abound in. be teeming with, bnstle with, be 
alive with, be crawling with, be infested with, 
overflow with, be prolific in, be abundant in, 
informal be thick with 

swarthy ► tdjtctlvt dark-skinned, olive- 
skinned, dusky, tanned, saturnine, black, archaic 
swart. 

-opposites pale 

swashbuckling ► adjective daring, heroic, 
daredevil, dashing, adventurous, bold, valiant, 
valorous, fearless, lionhearted, dauntless, 
devil-may-care, gallant, chivalrous, romantic 
-opposites timid 

swath# ► verb wrap, envelop, bind, swaddle, 
bandage, cover, shroud, drape, wind, enfold, 
sheathe. 

Sway ►vtrb ©the curtains swayed in the breeze 
swing, shake, oscillate, undulate, move to and 
fro, move back and forth. ©she swayed on her 
feet: stagger, wobble, rock, lurch, reel, roll, 
list, stumble, pitch, ©we are swayed by the 
media, influence, affect, bias, persuade, talk 
round, win over; manipulate, bend, mould 
Qyou must not be swayed by emotion rule, gov- 
ern. dominate, control, guide 
► noun © the sway of her hips: swing, roll, shake, 
oscillation, undulation. ©a province under the 
sway of the Franks: jurisdiction, rule, govern- 
ment, sovereignty, dominion, control, com- 
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mand, power, authority, ascendancy, domin' 
ation. mastery 

■ hold sway hold power, wield power, exer- 
cise power, rule, be in control, predominate, 
have the upper hand, have the edge, have the 
whip hand, informal run the show, be in the 
driving seat, be in the saddle 

■wear hverb ©they swore to marry each other 
promise, vow, pledge, give one’s word, take an 
oath, undertake, guarantee, Law depose, formal 
aver © she swore she would never go back insist, 
avow, pronounce, declare, proclaim, assert, 
profess, maintain, contend, emphasize, stress, 
formal aver e Kate spilled wme and swore curse, 
blaspheme, utter profanities, utter oaths, use 
bad language, take the Lord’s name in vain, m- 
formal cuss, eff and blind, archaic execrate 

■ swsar by (informal) express confidence in, 
have faith m. trust, believe m, set store by, 
value, informal rate 

■ swear off ( informal) renounce, forswear, 
forgo, abstain from, go without, shun, avoid, 
eschew, steer clear of, give up, dispense with, 
stop, discontinue, drop, informal kick, quit, Bnt 
informal jack in 

■wearing ► noun BAD language, strong lam 
guage, cursing, blaspheming, blasphemy, pro- 
fanities, obscemties, curses, oaths, expletives, 
swear words, informal cussing, effing and blind- 
ing. four-letter words, formal imprecation 

Sweat ► noun O he was drenched with sweat per 
spiration, moisture, dampness, wetness, Medi- 
cine diaphoresis, hidrosis © (informal) he got into 
such a sweat about that girl fluster, panic, 
frenzy, fever, pother, informal state, flap, tizzy, 
dither, stew, lather. N Amer informal twit © (infor- 
mal) the sweat of the working classes labour, hard 
work, toil(s), effort(s), exertion(s). industry, 
drudgery, slog, informal graft, grind, elbow 
grease 

-RELATED TERMS SUdatOiy 

► v*rb Qshe was sweating heavily perspire, swel- 
ter. glow, be damp, be wet. secrete ©J’ve 
sweated over this for six months work (hard), 
work like a Trojan, labour, toil, slog, slave, 
work one’s fingers to the bone, informal graft, 
plug away, archaic drudge © (N Amer informal) I 
sweated over my mistakes worry, agonize, fuss, 
panic, fret, dither, lose sleep, informal be on pins 
and needles, be in a state, be m a flap, be in a 
stew, torture oneself, torment oneself 

sweaty ► adjective perspiring, sweating, 
clammy, sticky, glowing, moist, damp 

sweep bverb ©she swept the floor brush, 
clean, scrub, wipe, mop. dust, scour; informal do 
©/ swept the crumbs off remove, brush, clean, 
clear, whisk ©he was swept out to sea carry, 
pull, drag, tow ©riots swept the country engulf, 
overwhelm, flood, ©he swept down the stairs 
glide, sail, breeze, drift, flit, flounce, stride, 
stroll, swagger 0 a limousine swept past’ glide, 
sail, rush, race, streak, speed, fly, zoom, whizz, 
hurtle; informal tear, whip, ©police swept the con- 
ference room : search, probe, check, explore, go 
through, scour, comb 

► noun ©a great sweep of his hand ■ gesture, 
stroke, wave, movement 0 a security sweep: 
search, hunt, exploration, probe, ©a long 
sweep of golden sand: expanse, tract, stretch, ex- 
tent. plain, ©the broad sweep of our interests 


range, span, scope, compass, reach, spread, 
ambit, remit, gamut, spectrum, extent 

■ swaap something aside disregard, ignore, 
take no notice of, dismiss, shrug off, forget 
about, brush aside 

■ sweep something under the carpet hide, 
conceal, suppress, hush up. keep quiet about, 
censor, gag, withhold, cover up, stifle 

sweeping ► adjective Q sweeping changes ex 
tensive, wide-ranging, global, broad, compre- 
hensive, all-inclusive, all-embracing, far- 
reaching across the board, thorough, radical, 
informal wall-to-wall ©a sweeping victory over- 
whelming, decisive, thorough, complete, total, 
absolute, out-and-out, unqualified 0 sweeping 
statements wholesale, blanket, generalized, 
all-inclusive, unqualified, indiscriminate, uni- 
versal, oversimplified, imprecise ©sweeping 
banks of heather broad, extensive, expansive, 
vast, spacious, boundless, panoramic 
-opposites limited, narrow, focused, small 

sweet ►adjective ©sweet biscuits sugary, 
sweetened, saccharine, sugared, honeyed, can- 
died, glace, sickly, cloying ©the sweet scent of 
roses fragrant, aromatic, perfumed, poetic/ 
literary ambrosial ©her sweet voice dulcet, me- 
lodious, lyncal, mellifluous, musical, tuneful, 
soft, harmonious, silvery, honeyed, mellow, 
nch, golden ©li/e was still sweet pleasant. 
pleasing, agreeable, delightful, nice, satisfying, 
gratifying, good, acceptable, fine, informal lovely, 
great ©the sweet March air pure, wholesome, 
fresh, clean, clear ©she has a sweet nature like 
able, appealing, engaging, amiable, pleasant, 
agreeable, genial, friendly, nice, kind, thought- 
ful. considerate, charming, enchanting, captiv- 
ating, delightful, lovely ©she looks quite sweet 
cute, lovable, adorable, endearing, charming, 
attractive, dear ©my sweet Lydia' dear, dearert, 
darling, beloved, loved, cherished, precious, 
treasured 

-opposites sour, savoury, harsh, disagree- 
able 

► noun ©sweets for the children confectionery, 
bonbon. N Amer candy, informal sweetie, archaic 
sweetmeat See list ©a delicious sweet for the 
guests dessert, pudding, second course, last 
course. Bnt informal afters, pud 0happy birthday 
my sweet i dear, darling, dearest, love, sweet- 
heart, beloved, honey, pet, treasure, angel 

■ sweet on ( informal ) fond of, taken with, at- 
tracted to, in love with, enamoured of, captiv- 
ated by, infatuated with, keen on, devoted to, 
smitten with, informal gone on, mad about, 
bowled over by; Bnt informal daft about 

sweeten ►verb ©sweeten the milk with honey 
make sweet, add sugar to, sugar, sugar-coat 
©he chewed gum to sweeten his breath' freshen, 
refresh, purify, deodorize, perfume. 0 try to 
sweeten the bad news, soften, ease, alleviate, 
mitigate, temper, cushion; embellish, embroi- 
der © ( informal) a bigger dividend to sweeten share- 
holders’ mollify, placate, soothe, soften up, 
pacify, appease, win over 

sweetheart ►noun ©you look lovely, sweet - 
heart darling, dear, dearest, love, beloved, 
sweet; informal honey, sweetie, sugar, baby, 
babe, poppet, ©my higfi-school sweetheart: lover, 
love, girlfriend, boyfriend, beloved, significant 
other, lady-love, loved one. suitor, admirer. 
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S weets and Confectionery 


xid drop 
aniseed baU 
barley sugar 
boiled sweet 
brittle 
bullseye 
burfi 

butterscotch 
candy cane 
candyfloss 
caramel 
chew 

chewing gum 
chocolate 
chocolate drop 
coconut fee 
comfit 
cracknel 
crystallized fruit 
dragee 
fondant 
fruit drop 
fruit gum 
fruit pastille 
fudge 

gobstopper 
gulab jamun 
gumdrop 
halva 

hazlenut whirl 

humbug 

jalebi 


Jetty baby 
jelly bean 
jyjube 

Kendal mint cake 
laddu 

lemon sherbert 
liquorice 
Hquorlce allsort 
lollipop 
lolly 

marshmallow 

marzipan 

mint 

nougat 

pastille 

patty 

peardrop 

peppermint 

peppermint cream 

Pontefract cake 

praline 

rasgulla 

rock 

sherbert 

sherbert dip 

sugared almond 

toffee 

toffee apple 
truffle 

Turkish delight 
wine gum 


informal steady, flame, poetic / literary swain, dated 
beau, archaic paramour 

swell ► verb Qher lip swelled up expand, bulge, 
distend, inflate, dilate, bloat, puff up, balloon, 
fatten, fill out. tumefy, rare intumesce ©t he 
population swelled grow, enlarge, increase, ex- 
pand, nse, escalate, multiply, proliferate, snow- 
ball, mushroom ©she swelled with pnde be 
filled, be bursting, bnm. overflow © the gradu- 
ate scheme swelled entry numbers increase, en- 
large, augment, boost, top up, step up, multi- 
ply Qthe music swelled to fill the house grow 
loud, grow louder, amplify, intensify, height- 
en 

-opposites shrink, decrease, quieten 

► noun Qa brief swell in the volume increase, nse, 
escalation, suige, boost Qa heavy swell cm the 
sea surge, wave, undulation, roll © (informal, 
dated) he was an elegant swell dandy, fop, beau, 
poseur, informal trendsetter. Brit informal toff, dated 
popinjay; archaic coxcomb 

-opposites decrease, dip 

► adjective (N Amer. informal dated) a swell idea, ex 
cellent, marvellous, wonderful, splendid, mag- 
nificent, superb, informal super, great, fantastic 
-opposites bad. 

swelling ►noun BUMP, lump, bulge, protuber- 
ance. enlargement, distension, prominence, 
protrusion, node, nodule, tumescence; boil, 
blister, bunion, carbuncle. 

sweltering ► adjective HOT. stifling, humid, 
sultiy, sticky, muggy, close, stuffy; tropical, tor- 
rid, searing, blistering; informal boiling (hot), 
baking, roasting, sizzling. 

-oppositbs freezing. 


Swerve ► varb a car swerved into her path veer, 
deviate, skew, diverge, sheer, weave, zigzag, 
change direction. Sailing tack 

► noun the bowler regulated his swerve curve, curl, 
deviation, twist, N Amer English 

Swift ► adjective Qa swi/t decision prompt, 
rapid, sudden, immediate, instant, instantan- 
eous, abrupt, hasty, humed. precipitate, head- 
long Q swift runners fast, rapid, quick, speedy, 
high-speed, bnsk, lively, express, breakneck, 
fleet-footed, informal nippy , supersonic 
-opposites slow, leisurely 
swill ► verb © (informal) she was swilling pints 
drink, quaff, swallow, down, gulp, dram, im- 
bibe. sup, slurp, consume, slug, informal swig, 
knock back, toss off, put away. Bnt informal 
bevvy, N Amer informal chug Qhe swilled out a 
glass wash, nnse, sluice, clean, flush 

► noun © (informal) he took a swill of coffee gulp, 
swallow, dnnk, draught, mouthful, slug, informal 
swig Q swill for the pigs pigswill. mash, slops, 
scraps, refuse, scounngs, leftovers, archaic hog- 
wash 

SWim ► verb O they swam in the pool bathe, take 
a dip, splash around, float, tread water Qhts 
food was swimming m gravy be saturated in, be 
drenched in, be soaked in. be steeped in. be 
immersed in, be covered in. be full of 
swimming ► noun. See list 

Swimming Strokes, Kicks, and 
Dives 

Australian crawl 
backcrawl 
backstroke 
breaststroke 
butterfly 
crawl 

doggy-paddle 
dolphin kick 
duck-dive 
fishtail kick 


frog kick 
front crawl 
jackknife 
overarm stroke 
recovery stroke 
scissors kick 
sidestroke 
swallow dive 
swan dive 
trudgen 


swimmingly ► adverb WELL, smoothly, easily, 
effortlessly, like clockwork, without a hitch, as 
planned, to plan, informal like a dream, like 
magic 

swimming pool ►noun POOL, baths, lido, 
piscina, Bnt swimming bath(s), N Amer natator- 
lum. 

swimsuit ► noun bathing suit, bathing dress, 
(swimming) flunks, bikini: swimwear, Bnt 
bathing costume, swimming costume, infernal 
cossie; Austral / NZ informal bathers 

swindle ► verb I was swindled out of money de 
fraud, cheat, tnck, dupe, deceive, fool, hoax, 
hoodwink, bamboozle, informal fleece, do. con. 
sting, diddle, swizzle, rip off, take for a ride, 
pull a fast one on, put one over on, take to the 
cleaners, gull; N Amer informal stiff, euchre, 
poebcj literary cozen, archaic sharp. 

► noun art insurance swindle, fraud, tnck, decep- 
tion. deceit, cheat, sham, artifice, ruse, dodge, 
racket, wile, sharp practice; informal con. fiddle, 
diddle, np-off, flimflam, swizzle, swizz, N Amer 
informal bunco 

swindler ► noun fraudster, fraud, (confi- 
dence) tnckster, cheat, rogue, mountebank, 
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charlatan, impostor, hoaxer, informal con man, 
con artist, shark, sharp, hustler, phoney, crook 

swing ► verb Q the sign swung in the wind sway, 
oscillate, move back and forth, move to and 
fro, wave, wag, rock, flutter, flap Q Helen 
swung the bottle * brandish, wave, flourish, wield, 
shake, wag. twirl, ©this road swings off to the 
north curve, bend, veer, turn, bear, wind, 
twist, deviate, slew, skew, drift, head ©the bal- 
ance swung from one party to the other, change, 
fluctuate, shift, alter, oscillate, waver, alter- 
nate. see-saw, yo-yo, vary 0 {Informal) their per- 
sistence finally swung it for him accomplish, 
achieve, obtain, acquire, get, secure, net, win, 
attain, bag. hook, informal wangle, land, fix (up) 

► noun O Q swing of the pendulum oscillation, 
sway. wave. e the swing to the Conservatives 
change, move, turnaround, turnabout, rever- 
sal, about-turn, about-face, volte-face, change of 
heart, U-tum, sea change ©a swing towards 
plain food trend, tendency, drift, movement 
©a mood swing fluctuation, change, shift, 
variation, oscillation 

swingeing ► •djoctlvt ( Brrt ) severe, extreme, 
serious, substantial, drastic, harsh, punishing, 
excessive, heavy. 

-oppositbs minor 

•wipe ( mformaf) ►verb ©he swiped at her head 
swing, lash out, strike, hit, slap, cuff, informal 
belt, wallop, sock, biff, clout © they’re always 
swiping sweets, steal, thieve, take, pilfer, pur- 
loin, snatch, shoplift, informal filch, lift, snaffle, 
rob. nab, Bnt informal nick, pinch, whip; N Amer 
informal glom 

► noun she took a swipe at hts face, swing, stroke, 
strike, hit, slap, cuff, clip, informal belt, wallop 

SWlrl ► vtfb whirl, eddy, billow, spiral, circu- 
late, revolve, spin, twist, flow, stream, surge, 
seethe 

switch ► noun ©the switch on top of the tele- 
phone button, lever, control, dial ©a switch 
from direct to indirect taxation change, move,, 
shift, transition, transformation, reversal, turn- 
around, U-tum, changeover, transfer, conver- 
sion, substitution, exchange, ©a switch of wil- 
low branch, twig, stick, rod 

► verb © he switched sides, change, shift, reverse, 
Bnt informal chop and change, ©he managed to 
switch envelopes exchange, swap, interchange, 
trade, substitute, replace, rotate 

■ switch something on turn on. put on, acti- 
vate, start, set going, set in motion, operate, 
initiate, actuate, initialize, energize 

■ switch something off turn off, shut off, 
stop. cut. halt, deactivate 

SWlvsl ► verb turn, rotate, revolve, pivot, 
swing; spin, twirl, whirl, wheel, gyrate, pirou- 
ette 

swollen ► adjective distended, expanded, en- 
larged. bulging, inflated, dilated, bloated, 
puffed up, puffy, tumescent; inflamed. 

SWOOp ►vtfb ©ptgeons swooped down after the 
grain ■ dive, descend, sweep, pounce, plunge, 
pitch, nosedive; rush, dart, speed, zoom, ©po- 
lice swooped on the fiat' raid, search; pounce on, 
attack, assault, assail, charge; N. Amer. informal 
bust. 

► noun an early morning swoop by police: raid; at- 
tack, assault; N Amor Informal bust, takedown. 


SWOrd ►noun a ceremonial sword blade, foil, 
6p6e, cutlass, rapier, sabre, scimitar; poetic/ 
literary brand. 

s cross swords quarrel, disagree, dispute, 
wrangle, bicker, be at odds, be at loggerheads, 
lock horns, fight, contend; mfbnnal scrap 
■ put to tho sword kill, execute, put to 
death, murder, butcher, slaughter, massacre, 
cut down, poetic I literary slay 

sybarite ► noun hedonist, sensualist, voluptu- 
ary, libertine, pleasure-seeker, epicure, bon viv- 
ant, bon viveur 
-opposites puntan. 

sybaritic ► adjective luxurious, extravagant, 
lavish, self-indulgent, pleasure-seeking, sensual, 
voluptuous, hedonistic, epicurean, lotus-eating, 
libertine, debauched, decadent 
-opposites ascetic. 

sycophant ► noun toady, creep, crawler, 
fawner, flatterer, truckler, groveller, doormat, 
lickspittle, kowtower, Unah Heep, informal boot- 
licker. yes-man. 

sycophantic ► adjective obsequious, servile, 
subservient, deferential, grovelling, toadying, 
fawning, flattering, ingratiating, cringing, unc- 
tuous, slavish; informal smarmy, bootlicking. 

syllabus ► noun curriculum, course (of study), 
programme of study, course outline; timetable, 
schedule 

Symbol ► noun © the lotus is the symbol of purity 
emblem, token, sign, representation, figure, 
image, metaphor, allegoiy ©the chemical symbol 
for helium sign, character, mark, letter, ideo- 
gram See lists © the Red Cross symbol logo, em- 
blem, badge, stamp, trademark, crest, insignia, 
coat of arms, seal, device, monogram, hall- 
mark, flag, motif 


Symbols 

See ofso chemical, zodiac 
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symbolic ► adjtctiv* Qthe Colosseum is symbolic 
of the Roman Empire • emblematic, representative, 
typical, characteristic, symptomatic. 0 symbolic 
language- figurative, representative, illustrative, 
emblematic, metaphorical, allegorical, parabol- 
ic, allusive, suggestive; meaningful, significant 
-opposites literal. 

symbolize ►verb represent, stand for, be a 
sign of, exemplify; denote, signify, mean, indi- 
cate, convey, express, imply, suggest, allude to, 
embody, epitomize, encapsulate, personify, typ- 
ify, poetic/ literary betoken 

symmetrical ► »dj«ctiv» regular, uniform, 
consistent; evenly shaped, aligned, equal, 
mirror-image, balanced, proportional, even 

symmetry ► noun regularity, evenness, uni- 
formity, consistency, conformity, correspond- 
ence. equality, balance, proportions, formal con- 
cord 

sympathetic * adjective Ou sympathetic listen- 
er compassionate, caring, concerned, solici- 
tous, empathetic, understanding, sensitive, 
commiserative, pitying, consoling, comforting, 
supportive, encouraging; considerate, kind, 
tender-hearted ©the most sympathetic character 
tn the book- likeable, pleasant, agreeable, con- 
genial, friendly, gemal ©I was sympathetic to his 
cause in favour of. in sympathy with, pro, on 
the side of, supportive of, encouraging of. well 
disposed to, favourably disposed to, receptive 
to 

-opposites unfeeling, opposed 
Sympathize ► V*fb ©he sympathized with his 
wife pity, feel sorry for, show compassion for, 
commiserate, offer condolences to, feel for, 
show concern, show interest, console, comfort, 
solace, soothe, support, encourage, empathize 
with, identify with, understand, relate to 
©they sympathize with the critique, agree with, 
support, be in favour of, go along with, favour, 
approve of, back, side with 
sympathizar ►noun supporter, backer, 
well-wisher, advocate, ally, partisan, collabor- 
ator, fratemizer, conspirator, quisling 
sympathy ►noun Ohe shows sympathy for the 
poor compassion, canng, concern, solicitude, 
empathy; commiseration, pity, condolence, 
comfort, solace, support, encouragement, con- 
sideration, kindness ©sympathy with a fellow 
journalist • rapport, fellow feeling, affinity, em- 
pathy, harmony, accord, compatibility; fellow- 
ship, camaraderie ©their sympathy with the Re- 
publicans agreement, favour, approval, appro- 


bation, support, encouragement, partiality; as- 
sociation, alignment, affiliation. 

-opposites indifference, hostility. 

Symptom ► noun Othe symptoms of the disease 
manifestation, indication, indicator, sign, 
mark, feature, trait, Medme prodrome ©a 
symptom of the country’s present turmoil expres- 
sion, sign, indication, mark, token, manifest- 
ation; portent, warning, clue, hint: testimony, 
evidence, proof 

symptomatic ► adjoctlv* indicative, charac- 
teristic, suggestive, typical, representative, sym- 
bolic 

synopsis ►noun summary, summarization, 
precis, abstract, outline, digest, rundown, 
round-up, abridgement 

synthesis ►noun combination, union, amal- 
gam, blend, mixture, compound, fusion, com- 
posite, alloy, unification, amalgamation, marry- 
ing 

Synthetic ► adjocthra artificial, fake, imita- 
tion, mock, simulated, ersatz, substitute, 
pseudo, so-called, man-made, manufactured, 
fabricated, informal phoney, pretend 
-opposites natural 

syrupy ► adjactiva o syrupy medicine, over- 
sweet, sweet, sugaiy, treacly, honeyed, sac- 
charine; thick, sticky, gluey, vised, glutinous, 
informal gooey ©syrupy romantic drivel sentimen- 
tal, mawkish, cloying, mushy, slushy, sloppy, 
sickly, saccharine, trite; informal soppy, 
schmaltzy, lovey-dovey, cheesy, corny 

system ► noun ©a system of canals' structure, 
organization, arrangement, complex, network, 
informal set-up ©a system for regulating sales. 
method, methodology, technique, process, pro- 
cedure, approach, practice, means, way, mode, 
framework, modus operandi, scheme, plan, 
policy, programme, regimen, formula, routine, 
©there was no system in h is work, order, 
method, orderliness, systematization, planning, 
logic, routine ©youngsters have no faith in the 
system the establishment, the administration, 
the authorities, the powers that be, bureau- 
cracy, officialdom, the status quo 

systematic ► adjactiva structured, method- 
ical, organized, orderly, planned, systematized, 
regular, routine, standardized, standard, logic- 
al, coherent, consistent, efficient, businesslike, 
practical 

-opposites disorganized. 



tab ► noun Q his name is on the tab of his jacket 
tag. label, flap & (informal) the company will pick 
up the tab bill, invoice, account, charge, ex- 
pense, cost, N Amer check 
table ► noun ©put the plates on the table bench, 
buffet, stand, counter, work surface, worktop, 
desk, bar See list © he provides an excellent table 
meal, food. fare, menu, nourishment; eatables, 
provisions; informal spread, grub, chow, eats, 
nosh, poetic/ literary viands, dated victuals O the re- 
port has numerous tables chart, diagram, figure, 
graph, plan, list, tabulation, index 
► verb she tabled a question in parliament submit, 
put forward, propose, suggest, move, lodge, 
file, introduce, air, moot 


Tables and Desks 


bedside table 
bonheur du jour 
bureau 
card table 
coffee table 
console table 
credence table 
davenport 
dresser 
dressing table 
drop-leaf table 
duchesse 
escritoire 
gaming table 
gateleg table 
kneehole desk 
lap desk 
lectern 
loo table 


nightstand 
night table 
partners' desk 
pedestal table 
Pembroke table 
piecrust table 
pier table 
refectory table 
rent table 
roll-top desk 
secretaire 
steam table 
tabouret 
teapoy 
tea table 
trestle table 
trivet table 
vanity table 
writing desk 


tableau ► noun O mythic tableaux picture, 
painting, representation, illustration, image 
© the first act consists of a senes of tableaux, pa- 
geant, tableau vivant, parade, diorama, scene 
0a domestic tableau around the fireplace scene, 
arrangement, grouping, group; picture, spec- 
tacle, image, vignette. 

tablet ► noun 0 a carved tablet slab, stone, 
panel, plaque, plate, sign 0 a headache tablet 
pill, capsule, lozenge, caplet, pastille, drop, pil- 
ule. informal tab ©a tablet of soap bar, cake, 
slab. bnck. block, chunk, piece 
taboo ► noun the taboo against healing on the sab- 
bath prohibition, proscription, veto, interdic- 
tion, interdict, ban, restriction 
► adjective taboo language forbidden, prohibited, 
banned, proscribed, interdicted, non licet, out- 
lawed, illegal, illicit, unlawful, restricted, off 
limits; unmentionable, unspeakable, unutter- 
able. ineffable; rude, impolite, Islam haram, NZ 
tapu; informal no go 
-opposites acceptable 

tabulate ►v»rt> chart, arrange, order, organ- 
ize. systematize, systemize, catalogue, list, 
index, classify, class, codify; compile, group, 
log, grade, rate. 


tacit ►adjective implicit, understood, implied, 
inferred, hinted, suggested, unspoken, un- 
stated, unsaid, unexpressed, unvoiced, taken 
for granted, taken as read. 

—opposites explicit 

taciturn ►adjective untalkative, uncommuni- 
cative, reticent, unforthcommg, quiet, secret- 
ive, tight-lipped, close-mouthed, silent, mute, 
dumb, inarticulate, reserved, withdrawn 
-opposites talkative 

tack ► noun ©tacks held the carpet down pin, 
drawing pin, nail, staple, nvet, stud ©the brig 
bowled past on the opposite tack heading, bearing, 
course, track, path, line © the defender changed 
his tack approach, way, method, policy, pro- 
cedure, technique, tactic, plan, strategy, strata- 
gem, path, line, angle, direction, course 

► verb 0 a photo tacked to the wall pin, nail, staple, 
fix, fasten, attach, secure, affix ©the dress was 
roughly tacked together stitch, baste, sew, bind 
e the yachts tacked back and forth change 
course, change direction, swerve, zigzag, veer. 
Nautical go/come about, beat ©poems tacked on 
at the end of the book ■ add. append, join, tag 

tackle ► noun 0 fishing tackle gear, equip- 
ment. apparatus, kit, hardware, implements, 
instruments, accoutrements, paraphernalia, 
trappings, appurtenances, informal things, stuff, 
clobber, bits and pieces, archaic equipage 0lift- 
ing tackle pulieys, gear, hoist, crane, winch, 
davit, windlass, sheave &a tackle by the scrum 
half interception, challenge, block, attack 

► verb © we must tackle environmental problems get 
to grips with, address, get to work on. set 
one’s hand to. approach, take on, attend to, 

. see to. tiy to sort out; deal with, take care of. 
handle, manage, informal get stuck into, have a 
crack at, have a go at 01 tackled Nina about it 
confront, speak to, interview, question, cross- 
examine; accost, waylay, remonstrate with 
©he tackled a masked intruder confront, face 
up to, take on, contend with, challenge; seize, 
grab, grapple with, mtercept, block, stop, bring 
down, floor, fell; informal have a go at ©the 
winger got tackled intercept, challenge, block, 
stop, attack. 

tacky 1 ► adjective the paint was still tacky sticky, 
wet, gluey, gummy, adhesive, viscous, viscid, 
treacly, informal gooey 

tacky 2 ► adjective ( informal ) a tacky game show ■ 
tawdry, tasteless, kitsch, vulgar, crude, garish, 
gaudy, showy, trashy, cheap, common, second- 
rate; Bnt informal naff 
-opposites tasteful 

tact ► noun diplomacy, tactfulness, sensitivity, 
understanding, thoughtfulness, consideration, 
delicacy, discretion, prudence, judiciousness, 
subtlety, savoir faire; informal savvy 

tactful ►adjective diplomatic, discreet, consid- 
erate, sensitive, understanding, thoughtful, 
delicate, judicious, politic, perceptive, subtle; 
courteous, polite, decorous, respectful; informal 
savvy. 
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tactic ► noun O a tax-saving tactic strategy, 
scheme, stratagem, plan, manoeuvre, method, 
expedient, gambit, move, approach, tack; de- 
vice. tnck. ploy, dodge, ruse, machination, con' 
tnvance, informal wangle, archaic shift © our 
fleet's superior tactics strategy, policy, cam- 
paign, battle plans, game plans, manoeuvres, 
logistics, generalship, organization, planning, 
direction, orchestration 

tactical ► adjective calculated, planned, stra' 
tegic, prudent, politic, diplomatic, judicious, 
shrewd, cunning, artful 

tactless ► adjective insensitive, inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, indelicate, undiplomatic, impolit- 
ic, indiscreet, unsubtle, clumsy, heavy-handed, 
graceless, awkward, inept, gauche, blunt, 
frank, outspoken, abrupt, gruff, rough, crude, 
coarse, imprudent, injudicious, unwise, rude, 
impolite, uncouth, discourteous, crass, taste 
less, disrespectful, boonsh 

tag ► noun ©a price tag label, ticket, badge, 
mark, marker, tab, sticker, docket, stub, coun- 
terfoil, flag ©his jacket was hung up by its tag 
tab, loop, label 0 he gained a ‘bad boy' tag des 
ignation, label, description, characterization, 
identity, nickname, name, epithet, title, sobri- 
quet. informal handle, moniker, formal denomin- 
ation. appellation Qtags from Shakespeare 
quotation, quote, phrase, platitude, chch6, ex- 
cerpt, saying, proverb, maxim, adage, aphor- 
ism, motto, epigram, slogan, catchphrase 

► verb O bottles tagged with coloured stickers label, 
mark, ticket, identify, flag, indicate ©he is 
tagged as a ' thinking ' actor label, class, categor- 
ize, characterize, designate, desenbe, identify, 
classify, mark, stamp, brand, pigeonhole, 
stereotype, typecast, compartmentalize, typify, 
name, call, title, entitle, dub. term, style ©u 
poem tagged on as an afterthought add, tack, join, 
attach, append Qhe was tagging along behind 
her follow, trail, come after, go after, shadow, 
dog, accompany, attend, escort; informal tail 

tail ► noun O the dog's tail brush, scut, dock, 
tailpiece, tail feathers, hindquarters ©the tail 
of the queue rear, end, back, extremity, bot- 
tom; Bnt informal fag end © the tail of the hunting 
season close, end, conclusion, tail end O ( infor- 
mal ) put a tail on that man • detective, investiga- 
tor, shadow, informal sleuth, private eye, tec, N 
Amer informal gumshoe 
—related terms caudal, cereal 
-opposites head, front, start 

► verb (informal) the paparazzi tailed them follow, 
shadow, stalk, trail, track, hunt, hound, dog, 
pursue, chase 

■ on someone's tall close behind, following 
closely, (hard) on someone’s heels 

■ tall olf/a way fade, wane, ebb, dwindle, de- 
crease, lessen, diminish, decline, subside, 
abate, drop off, peter out, taper off; let up, ease 
off, die away, die down, come to an end. 

■ turn tall run away, flee, bolt, make off. take 
to one’s heels, cut and run, beat a (hasty) re- 
treat, informal scram, scarper, skedaddle, vam- 
oose 

tailback ► noun traffic jam. queue, line; con- 
gestion. 

tailor ►noun outfitter, dressmaker, couturier, 
(fashion) designer, clothier, costumier, seam- 
stress; dated modiste. 


-RELATED TERMS SaitOTial. 

► verb services can be tailored to customer require - 
merits customize, adapt, adjust, modify, 
change, convert, alter, attune, mould, gear, fit, 
cut. shape, tune 

taint ► noun the taint of corruption trace, touch, 
suggestion, hint, tinge; stain, blot, blemish, 
stigma, black mark, blot on one’s escutcheon, 
discredit, dishonour, disgrace, shame 

► vetb © the wilderness is tainted by pollution con 
taminate, pollute, adulterate, infect, blight, 
spoil, soil, ruin, destroy, poetic /literary befoul 
© fraudulent firms taint our firm’s reputation tar 
nish, sully, blacken, stain, blot, blemish, stig- 
matize, mar, corrupt, defile, soil, muddy, dam- 
age, harm, hurt, drag through the mud. poetic/ 
literary besmirch 

-opposites clean, improve 

take ► verb ©she took his hand lay hold of, get 
hold of. grasp, gnp, clasp, clutch, grab ©he 
took an envelope from his pocket remove, pull, 
draw, withdraw, extract, fish ©a passage taken 
from my book extract, quote, cite, excerpt, de- 
rive, abstract, copy, cull ©she took a little wine 
drink, imbibe, consume, swallow, eat, ingest 
Qmany prisoners were taken capture, seize, 
catch, arrest, apprehend, take into custody, 
carry off, abduct ©someone's taken my car 
steal, remove, appropriate, make off with, pil- 
fer, purloin, informal filch, swipe, snaffle, Bnt in- 
formal pinch, nick Q take four from the total sub 
tract, deduct, remove, discount, informal knock 
off, minus ©all the seats had been taken oc 
cupy, use, utilize, fill, hold, reserve, engage, in- 
formal bag ©/ have taken a room nearby rent, 
lease, hire, charter, reserve, book, engage ©/ 
took the job accept, undertake ©i'd take this 
over the other option pick, choose, select, prefer, 
favour, opt for, plump for, vote for ® take, for 
instance, the English consider, contemplate, pon- 
der, think about, weigh up, mull over, exam- 
ine. study, meditate over, ruminate about 
<E> he takes 'The Observer' subscribe to. buy. 
read ©she took his temperature ascertain, de- 
termine. establish, measure, find out, discover, 
calculate, compute, evaluate, rate, assess, ap- 
praise, gauge ©he took notes write, note 
(down), jot (down), scribble, scrawl, record, 
register, document, minute ©I took it back to 
London bring, carry, bear, transport, convey, 
move, transfer, shift, ferry, informal cart, tote 
© the priest took her home escort, accompany, 
help, assist, show, lead, guide, see, usher, con- 
vey ©he took the train travel on/by, journey 
on, go via, use. the town takes its name from 
the lake derive, get, obtain, come by, acquire, 
pick up ©she took the prize for best speaker re 
ceive, obtain, gam, get. acquire, collect, accept, 
be awarded, secure, come by, win, earn, pick 
up, carry off; informal land, bag, net, scoop ® J 
took the chance to postpone it. act on. take advan- 
tage of. capitalize on. use, exploit, make the 
most of, leap at, jump at, pounce on, seize, 
grasp, grab, accept ©he took great pleasure in 
painting: derive, draw, acquire, obtam, get, 
gam, extract, procure; experience, undei^o, 
feel. ©Liz took the news badly: receive, respond 
to. react to. meet, greet: deal with, cope with 
©do you take me for a fool? regard as, con- 
sider to be, view as, see as. believe to be, 
reckon to be, imagine to be, deem to be. ©I 
take it that you are hungry assume, presume. 
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suppose, imagine, expect, reckon, gather, dare 
say. trust, surmise, deduce, guess, conjecture, 
fancy, suspect &£>! take your point understand, 
grasp, get. comprehend, apprehend, see, fol- 
low, accept, appreciate, acknowledge, sympa- 
thize with, agree with Shirley was rather 
taken with him captivate, enchant, charm, de- 
light, attract, beguile, enthral, entrance, infatu- 
ate, dazzle, amuse, divert, entertain, informal 
tickle someone’s fancy ©I can't take much 
more endure, bear, tolerate, stand, put up 
with, abide, stomach, accept, allow, counten- 
ance. support, shoulder, formal brook, archaic suf- 
fer © applicants must take a test: carry out, do, 
complete, conduct, perform, execute, dis- 
charge. accomplish, fulfil ©I took English and 
French study, learn, have lessons in, take up. 
pursue. Bnt read, informal do © the journey took 
six hours last, continue for, go on for, carry on 
for. require, call for, need, necessitate, entail, 
involve, ©it would take an expert to know that 
require, need, necessitate, demand, call for, 
entail, involve ©/ take size three shoes wear, 
use, require, need © the dye did not take be ef 
fective, take effect, hold, root, be productive, 
be effectual, be useful, work, operate, succeed, 
function, formal be efficacious 
-opposites give, free, add, refuse, miss 
► noun O the whalers' commercial take catch, haul, 
bag, yield, net. ©the state's tax take revenue, 
income, gain, profit, takings, proceeds, returns, 
receipts, winnings, pickings, earnings, spoils, 
purse 0 a clapperboard for the start of each take 
scene, sequence, (film) clip Qa wry take on 
gender issues view of, reading of, version of, in- 
terpretation of, understanding of, account of, 
analysis of, approach to 

■ taka after resemble, look like; remind one 
of, make one think of, recall, conjure up, sug- 
gest, evoke, informal favour, be a chip off the old 
block, be the spitting image of 

■ taka against take a dislike to. feel hostile 
towards, view with disfavour, look askance at 

■ taka aomathlng apart Owe took the machine 
apart * dismantle, pull to pieces, pull apart, dis- 
assemble. break up, tear down, demolish, des- 
troy, wreck 0 (informal) the scene was taken apart 
by the director See criticize. 

■ taka somaona back O the dream took me 
back to Vienna: evoke, remind one of, conjure 
up. summon up, echo, suggest. ©/ wCl never 
take that girl back: be reconciled to. forgive, 
pardon, excuse, exonerate, absolve, let bygones 
be bygones, buiy the hatchet. 

■ taka aomathlng back Of take back every 
word retract, withdraw, renounce, disclaim, 
unsay, disavow, recant, repudiate, formal abjure 
OI must take the keys back’ return, bring back, 
give back, restore 

■ taka aomathlng down write down, note 
down, jot down, set down, record, commit to 
paper, register, draft, document, minute, pen. 

■ taka aomaona In O she took in paying guests’ 
accommodate, board, house, feed, put up. 
admit, receive; harbour, ©you were taken in by a 
hoax: deceive, delude, hoodwink, mislead, 
trick, dupe, fool, cheat, defraud, swindle, out- 
wit, gull, hoax, bamboozle, informal con. put one 
over on. 

■ taka aomathlng In Oshe could hardly take in 
the news: comprehend, understand, grasp, fol- 
low, absorb; informal get. © this route takes in some 


great scenery include, encompass, embrace, 
contain, compnse, cover, incorporate, compre- 
hend. hold. 

■ taka aomaona In hand control, be in 
charge of, dominate, master, reform, improve, 
correct, change, rehabilitate 

■ taka aomathlng In hand deal with, apply 
oneself to. get to grips with, set one’s hand to, 
grapple with, take on, attend to, see to, sort 
out, take care of, handle, manage, informal get 
stuck into 

■ taka It out of aomaona exhaust, dram, 
enervate, tire, fatigue, wear out, weary, debili- 
tate, informal knacker, poop 

■ taka off O the horse took off at great speed run 
away/off, flee, abscond, take flight, decamp, 
leave, go, depart, make off, bolt, take to one’s 
heels, escape, Informal split, clear off. skedaddle, 
vamoose ©the plane took off become airborne, 
take to the air. take wing, lift off, blast off 
© the idea really took off succeed, do well, be- 
come popular, catch on, prosper, flourish, 
thnve, boom 

■ taka somaona off mimic, impersonate, imi- 
tate. ape, parody, mock, caricature, satirize, 
burlesque, lampoon, ridicule, informal spoof, 
send up 

■ taka oneself off withdraw, retire, leave, 
exit, depart, go away, quit, informal clear off 

■ taka on ( Brit informal) don't take on sol get 
upset, make a fuss, get excited, overreact, inform 
mal lose one's cool 

■ taka somaona on O there was no challenger to 
take him on compete against, oppose, chal- 
lenge, confront, face, fight, vie with, contend 
with, stand up to ©we took on extra staff en 
gage, hire, employ, enrol, enlist, sign up. mfor- 
mal take on board 

■ taka aomathlng on took on more respon- 
sibility undertake, accept, assume, shoulder, 
acquire, cany, bear ©the study took on political 
meaning ■ acquire, assume, come to have 

■ taka ona’a tlma go slowly, dally, dawdle, 
delay, linger, drag one’s feet, waste time, kill 
time, informal dilly-dally, archaic tarry 

■ taka somaona out Ohe asked if he could take 
her out go out with, escort, partner, accom- 
pany. go with, romance, woo; informal date, see, 
go steady with; dated court. O{mformaf) the sniper 
took them all out kill, murder, assassinate, dis- 
patch, execute, finish off. eliminate, extermin- 
ate, terminate, informal do in, do away with, 
bump off, rub out, mow down, top; poetic /literary 
slay 

■ taka aomathlng ovar assume control of, 
take charge of. take command of. 

■ taka to ©he took to carrying his money in his 
sock, make a habit of. resort to, turn to. have re- 
course to, start, commence. ©Ruth took to him 
instantly: like, get on with, be friendly towards, 
informal take a shine to. 0 the dog has really taken 
to racing, become gooo at. develop an ability 
for; like, enjoy. 

■ taka aomathlng up Qhe took up abstract 
painting, engage in, practise; begin, start, com- 
mence. ©the meetings took up all her time: con- 
sume. fill, absorb, use. occupy; waste, squander 
©her cousin took up the story: resume, recom- 
mence. restart, carry on. continue, pick up. re- 
turn to. Q he took up their offer of a job: accept, 
say yes to, agree to, adopt; formal accede to. 
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©take the skirt up an inch shorten, turn up, 
raise, lift 

■ take up with become friends with, go 
around with, fall in with, string along with, get 
involved with, start seeing, informal knock 
around with, hang out with 

«ak«*off ► noun Qthe plane crashed on take-off 
departure, lift-off, launch, blast-off; ascent, 
flight 0 {informal) a take-off of a talent show par- 
ody, pastiche, mockeiy, caricature, travesty, 
satire, lampoon, mimicry, imitation, imperson- 
ation, impression, informal send-up. spoof 
-opposites touchdown 

takeover ►noun buyout, merger, amalgam- 
ation. purchase, acquisition 

taking ► adjective ( dated) See winning sense 2 
takings ►plural noun proceeds, returns, re- 
ceipts, earnings, winnings, pickings, spoils, 
profit, gam. income, revenue, gate, purse 

tale ► noun ©a tale of witches story, narrative, 
anecdote, report, account, history, legend, 
fable, myth, parable, allegory, saga, informal 
yam ©she told tales to her mother lie, fib, false- 
hood, story, untruth, fabrication, fiction; informal 
tall story, fairy story/tale, cock-and-bull story 

talent ► noun flair, aptitude, facility, gift, 
knack, technique, touch, bent, ability, expert- 
ise. capacity, faculty, strength, forte, genius, 
brilliance, dexterity, skill, artistry 

talented ►adjective gifted, skilful, skilled, ac- 
complished, brilliant, expert, consummate, 
masterly, adroit, dexterous, able, competent, 
capable, apt, deft, adept, proficient, informal 
crack, ace 
-opposites inept 

talisman ►noun (lucky) charm, fetish, amu- 
let. mascot, totem, juju 

talk ► verb Ol talking to a friend • speak, 
chat, chatter, gossip, prattle, babble, rattle on. 
blather, informal yak. gab. jaw, chew the fat, Bnt 
informal natter, rabbit, witter, chunter, N Amer 
informal rap, Austral JNZ informal mag 0 you're talk- 
ing rubbish utter, speak, say, voice, express, ar- 
ticulate, pronounce, verbalize, vocalize ©they 
were able to talk tn peace converse, communi- 
cate, speak, confer, consult; negotiate, parley. 
informal have a confab, chew the fat/rag, rap; for- 
mal confabulate Q he talked of suicide mention, 
refer to, speak about, discuss ©J was able to 
talk English, speak (in), talk m, communicate in, 
converse in, express oneself in, use. 0 nothing 
would make her talk confess, speak out/up, re- 
veal all, tell tales, give the game away, open 
one’s mouth, informal come clean, blab, squeal, 
let the cat out of the bag, spill the beans, grass, 
sing, rat © the others will talk, gossip, pass com- 
ment, make remarks, cnftcize. 

"noun Qhe was bored with all this talk, chatter, 
gossip, prattle, jabbering, babbling, gabbling, 
informal yakking, gabbing, Brrl informal nattering, 
rabbit ©she needed a talk with Vi: conversa- 
tion, chat, discussion. t£te-a-t£te, heart-to-heart, 
dialogue, parley, powwow, consultation, con- 
ference, meeting; informal confab, jaw, chit-chat, 
gossip; fcmal colloquy, confabulation ©peace 
talks' negotiations, discussions; conference, 
summit, meeting, consultation, dialogue, sym- 
posium. seminar, conclave, parley, mediation, 
arbitration; Informal powwow, ©she gave a talk 
on her travels : lecture, speech, address, dis- 


course, oration, presentation, report, sermon; 
informal spiel ©there was talk of a takeover gos 
sip, rumour, hearsay, tittle-tattle, news, report 
Qbaby talk speech, language, slang, idiom, 
idiolect; words, informal lingo. 

■ talk back answer back, be impertinent, be 
cheeky, be rude, contradict, argue with, dis- 
agree with 

■ talk big ( informal) See boast verb sense 1 

■ talk something down denigrate, deprecate, 
disparage, belittle, diminish, criticize; informal 
knock, put down 

■ talk down to condescend to. patronize, 
look down one’s nose at. put down 

■ talk someone Into something persuade 

into, argue mto, cajole into, coax into, bnng 
round to, inveigle into, wheedle mto, prevail 
on someone to, mfomnal sweet-talk into, hustle, 
fast-talk 

talkative ► adjectlva chatty, loquacious, gar- 
rulous, voluble, conversational, communica- 
tive. gossipy, babbling, blathering, long- 
winded, wordy, verbose, informal gabby, mouthy 
-opposites taciturn 

talker ► noun conversationalist, speaker, 
communicator, chatterbox, gossip 

talklng-to ► noun (informal) See reprimand noun 

tall ► adjactlve ©a tall man big. large, huge, 
towering, colossal, gigantic, giant, monstrous, 
leggy, informal long ©tall buildings high, big, 
lofty, towering, elevated, sky-high, multi storey 
©she’s five feet tall in height, high, from head 
to toe, from top to bottom ©a tall tale unlike 
ly. improbable, exaggerated, far-fetched, im- 
plausible, dubious, unbelievable, incredible, ab- 
surd, untrue, mfonnal cock-and-bull ©a tall 
order demanding, exacting, difficult, unreason- 
able, impossible 

-opposites short, low, wide, credible, easy 

tally ► noun © he keeps a tally of the score run 
ning total, count, record, reckoning, register, 
account, roll, census, poll Qhis tally of 1.816 
wickets total, score, count, sum 

► verb © these statistics tally with government figures 
correspond, agree, accord, concur, coincide, 
match, fit, be consistent, conform, equate, har- 
monize, be in tune, dovetail, correlate, parallel, 
informal square, N Amer informal jibe 0 votes were 
tallied with abacuses count, calculate, add up, 
total, compute, figure out, work out, reckon, 
measure, quantify, Bnt tot up, formal enumerate 
-opposites disagree 

tame ► adjacth* ©a tame elephant domesti 
cated, domestic, docile, tamed, broken, 
trained, gentle, mild, pet, Bnt house-trained, N 
Amer housebroken © (infernal) he has a tame law- 
yer amenable, biddable, cooperative, willing, 
obedient, tractable, acquiescent, docile, submis- 
sive, compliant, meek © it was a pretty tame af- 
fair unexciting, uninteresting, uninspiring, 
dull, bland, flat, insipid, spintless, pedestrian, 
colourless, run-of-the-mill, mediocre, ordinary, 
humdrum, bonng; harmless, safe, inoffensive 
-opposites wild, uncooperative, exciting 

► verb ©wild rabbits can be tamed’ domesticate. 
break, tram, master, subdue ©she learned to 
tame her motions: subdue, curb, control, calm, 
master, moderate, overcome, discipline, sup- 
press, repress, mellow, temper, soften, bridle, 
get a grip on, informal lick. 
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tamper ► verb Qshe saw them tampering with her 
car interfere, monkey around, meddle, tinker, 
fiddle, fool around, play around, doctor, alter, 
change, adjust, damage, deface, vandalize, mfor - 
mat mess about/around, Bnt informal muck 
about/around ©the defendant tampered with the 
jury influence, get at. ng, manipulate, bribe, 
corrupt, bias, informal fix, Bnt informal nobble 
tan * adjective a tan waistcoat yellowish-brown. 
light brown, pale brown, tawny. 

► verb O use a sunscreen to help you tan. become 
suntanned, get a suntan, (go) brown, bronze 
Q (informal) III tan his hide See thrash sense 1 

tang ► noun flavour, taste, savour, sharpness, 
zest, bite, edge, smack, piquancy, spice, smell, 
odour, aroma, fragrance, perfume, redolence, 
mfonnal kick, pep 

tangible ►adjective touchable, palpable. ma- 
tenal, physical, real, substantial, corporeal, 
solid, concrete, visible, noticeable, actual, defi- 
nite. clear, clear-cut, distinct, manifest, evident, 
unmistakable, perceptible, discernible 
-opposites abstract 

tangle ►verb Qthe wool got tangled up entan 
gle, snarl, catch, entwine, twist, ravel, knot, 
enmesh, coil, mat, jumble, muddle ©he tan- 
gled with his old rival, come into conflict, dis- 
pute. argue, quarrel, fight, wrangle, squabble, 
contend, cross swords, lock horns 

► noun Qa tangle of branches snarl, mass, knot, 
mesh, mishmash © the defence got into an awful 
tangle muddle, jumble, mix-up, confusion, 
shambles 

tangled ►adjective Q tangled hair knotted, 
knotty, ravelled, entangled, snarled (up), twist- 
ed, matted, tangly, messy, tousled, unkempt, 
ratty; informal mussed up ©a tangled bureaucratic 
mess confused, jumbled, mixed up, messy, 
chaotic, complicated, involved, complex, intri- 
cate, knotty, tortuous 
-opposites simple 

tangy »«dj«ctiy* zesty, sharp, acid, acidic, tart, 
sour, bitter, piquant, spicy, tasty, flavoursome, 
pungent 

-opposites bland 

tank ► noun Qa hot water tank container, re- 
ceptacle, vat, cistern, repositoiy, reservoir, 
basin ©a tank Jull of fish aquarium, bowl 
©the army’s use of tanks armoured vehicle, ar- 
moured car, combat vehicle, Panzer 
tantalize ► verb tease, torment, torture, bait, 
tempt, entice, lure, allure, beguile, excite, fas- 
cinate. titillate, intrigue 

tantamount ► adjective this is tantamount to 
mutiny equivalent to. equal to, as good as, 
more or less, much the same as, comparable 
to, on a par with, commensurate with, 
tantrum ► noun fit of temper, fit of rage, fit, 
outburst, pet, paroxysm, frenzy, (bad) mood, 
huff, scene, informal paddy, wax, wobbly, Bnt in - 
formal, dated bate; N Amer informal hissy fit. 
tap 1 ►noun ©she turned the tap on: valve, stop- 
cock, cock, spout, N Amer faucet, spigot, spile 
©a phone tap in the embassy listening device, 
wiretap, wire, bug, bugging device, micro- 
phone, receiver 

► vtib Q several barrels were tapped: drain, bleed, 
milk; broach, open © butlers were tapping ale: 
pour (out), draw off, siphon off, pump out, de- 
cant © their telephones were tapped: bug, 


wiretap, monitor, overhear, eavesdrop on, spy 
on © the resources were to be tapped for our bene- 
fit draw on. exploit, milk, mine, use, utilize, 
turn to account 

■ on tap Q beers on tap on draught, cask- 
conditioned, real-ale, from barrels © (informal) 
trained staff are on tap * on hand, at hand, avail- 
able, ready, handy, accessible, standing by 

tap*»vrb Qshe tapped on the door knock, rap, 
strike, beat, drum QDad tapped me on the knee 
pat, hit, *tnke, slap, jab, poke, dig 

► noun © a sharp tap at the door knock, rap, 
drumming © a tap on the shoulder pat, blow, 
slap, jab, poke, dig 

tape ►noun On package tied with tape binding, 
nbbon, string, braid © secure the bandage with 
tape adhesive tape, sticky tape, masking tape, 
trademark Sellotape © they listened to tapes 
(audio) cassette, (tape) recording, audio tape, 
reel, spool, video 

► verb Qa card was taped to the box bind, stick, 
fix. fasten, secure, attach, tie, strap Qthey 
taped off the area cordon, seal, dose, shut, 
mark, fence, isolate, segregate ©police taped 
his confession record, tape-record, video 

taper ►verb Qthe leaves taper at the tip nar 
row, thin (out), come to a point, attenuate 
© the meetings soon tapered off decrease, lessen, 
dwindle, diminish, reduce, decline, die down, 
peter out. wane, ebb, slacken (off), fall off. let 
up, thin out 

-opposites thicken, increase 

► noun a lighted taper candle, spill, sconce, histonc- 
al rushlight 

tardy ► adjective late, unpunctual, behind 
schedule, running late, behind, overdue, be- 
lated, delayed, slow, dilatory 
-opposites punctual 

target ► noun Q targets at a range of 200 yards 
mark, bullseye. goal © eagles can spot their tar- 
gets from half a mile 1 prey, quarry, game, kill 
Q their profit target objective, goal, aim, end, 
plan, intention, intent, design, aspiration, am- 
bition. ideal, desire, wish Qshe was the target 
for a wave of abuse victim, butt, recipient, focus, 
object, subject 

► verb Qhe was targeted by a gunman pick out, 
single out, earmark, fix on; attack, aim at. fire 
at ©the product is targeted at a specific market 
aim, direct, level, intend, focus 

■ on targot O the striker was bang on target, ac 
curate, precise, unerring, sure, on the mark. 
Bnt informal spot on. ©the project was on target 
on schedule, on track, on course, on time. 

tariff ► noun tax, duty, toll, excise, levy, charge, 
rate, fee; pnee list 

tarnish ► verb o gold does not tarnish easily dis 
colour, rust, oxidize, corrode, stain, dull, 
blacken tarnished his reputation sully, 

blacken, stain, blemish, blot, taint, soil, ruin, 
disgrace, mar, damage, harm, hurt, undermine, 
dishonour, stigmatize; poetic /literary besmirch. 
-opposites polish, enhance. 

► noun Qthe tarnish on the candlesticks, discolor- 
ation, oxidation, rust; film, ©the tarnish on his 
reputation smear, stain, blemish, blot, taint, 
stigma. 

tarry ► verb (archaic) linger, loiter, procrastinate, 
delay, wait, dawdle; Informal hang around/round 
-opposites hurry. 
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tart 1 ► noun a jam tart pastry, flan, tartlet, 
quiche, pie 

tart 2 {informal) ► noun a tart on a street comer See 
prostitute noun 

► verb Qshe tarted herself up dress up, make up, 
smarten up, preen oneself, beautify oneself, 
groom oneself, informal doll oneself up, titivate 
oneself Owe must tart this place up a bit decor 
ate. renovate, refurbish, redecorate, smarten 
up. informal do up. fix up 

tart 3 ►adjective Qa tart apple sour, sharp, acid, 
acidic, zesty, tangy. piquant, lemony, acetic 
0u tart reply acerbic, sharp, biting, cutting, 
astringent, caustic, trenchant, incisive, barbed, 
scathing, sarcastic, acrimonious, nasty, rude, 
vicious, spiteful, venomous 
-oppositbs sweet, kind 

task ► noun a daunting task job, duty, chore, 
charge, assignment, detail, mission, engage- 
ment, occupation, undertaking, exercise, busi- 
ness, responsibility, burden, endeavour, enter- 
prise, venture 

■ take someone to task rebuke, reprimand, 
reprove, reproach, remonstrate with, upbraid, 
scold, berate, lecture, censure, criticize, ad- 
monish, chide, chasten, arraign, informal tell off, 
bawl out, give someone a dressing-down, Bnt in - 
formal tick off, carpet, formal castigate 

taste ► noun Qa distinctive sharp taste flavour, 
savour, relish, tang, smack O a taste of brandy * 
mouthful, drop, bit, sip, mp, swallow, touch, 
soup^on, dash, modicum ©it's too sweet for my 
taste palate, taste buds, appetite, stomach O a 
taste for adventure liking, love, fondness, fancy, 
desire, preference, penchant, predilection, in- 
clination, partiality, hankering, appetite, hun- 
ger, thirst, relish 0my first taste of prison ex 
perience, impression, exposure to, contact 
with, involvement with Q the house was fur- 
nished with taste judgement, discrimination, dis- 
cernment, tastefiilness, refinement, finesse, 
elegance, grace, style O the photo was rejected on 
grounds of taste decorum, propriety, etiquette, 
politeness, delicacy, nicety, sensitivity, discre- 
tion, tastefulness 

— relatbd terms gustative, gustatory 
-opposites dislike 

► verb QAdam tasted the wine sample, test, try, 
savour, sip, sup 0 he could taste blood perceive, 
discern, make out, distinguish 0 a beer that 
tasted of cashews have a flavour, savour, smack, 
be reminiscent, suggest ©tt'H be good to taste 
real coffee again consume, dnnk. partake of, eat, 
devour. Qhe tasted defeat: experience, encoun- 
ter, come face to face with, come up against, 
undergo, know 

tasteful ►adjective Qthe decor is simple and 
tasteful aesthetically pleasing, m good taste, 
refined, cultured, elegant, stylish, smart, chic, 
attractive, exquisite. Qthis video is erotic but 
tasteful: decorous, proper, seemly, respectable, 
appropriate, modest. 

-opposites tasteless, improper 

tasteless ►adjective Oft* vegetables are taste- 
less • flavourless, bland, insipid, unappetizing, 
savourless, watery, weak. 0 tasteless leather pan- 
elling: vulgar, crude, tawdry, garish, gaudy, 
loud, trashy, showy, ostentatious, cheap, inele- 
gant; informal flash, flashy, tacky, kitsch; Bnt infor- 
mal naff 0a tasteless remark: crude, vulgar, in- 


delicate. uncouth, crass, tartless, undiplomatic, 
indiscreet, inappropriate, offensive 
-opposites tasty, tasteful, seemly 

tasty ► adjective delicious, palatable, luscious, 
mouth-watering, delectable, ambrosial, tooth- 
some, dainty, flavoursome, flavourful, appetiz- 
ing, tempting, informal yummy, scnimmy, 
scrumptious, finger-licking, moreish, dated fla- 
vorous 

-opposites bland 

tatters ► plural noun the satin had frayed to tat- 
ters rags, scraps, shreds, bits, pieces, nbbons 
■ In tattars Qhis clothes were m tatters • ragged, 
tattered, tom, ripped, frayed, in pieces, worn 
out, moth-eaten, falling to pieces, threadbare 
0her marriage is tn tatters in ruins, on the 
rocks, destroyed, finished, devastated 

tattle ►verb Owe were tattling about him gos 
sip, tittletattle. chatter, chat, prattle, babble, 
jabber, gabble, rattle on, jaw, yak, gab. Bnt infor- 
mal natter, chinwag, chit-chat 0f would tattle 
on her if I had evidence inform, report, talk, tell 
all. spill the beans, informal squeal, sing, let the 
cat out of the bag 

► noun tabloid tattle gossip, rumour, tittle-tattle, 
hearsay, scandal 

taunt ► noun the taunts of his classmates • jeer, 
gibe, sneer, insult, barb, catcall, (taunts) teas- 
ing, provocation, goading, dension, mockery. 
informal dig, put-down 

► verb she taunted him about his job jeer at, sneer 
at, scoff at, poke fun at. make fun of, get at. 
insult, tease, chaff, torment, goad, ridicule, de- 
ride, mock, heckle, N Amer ride, informal rib, 
needle, rag. guy 

taut ► adjective Q the rope was pulled taut tight, 
stretched, rigid ©his muscles remained taut 
flexed, tense, hard, solid, firm, rigid, stiff 0 a 
taut expression fraught, strained, stressed, 
tense, informal uptight Qa taut tale of gang life 
concise, controlled, cnsp, pithy, sharp, suc- 
cinct, compact, terse ©he ran a taut ship or 
derly, tight, tnm, neat, disciplined, tidy, 
spruce, smart, shipshape (and Bristol fashion) 
-opposites slack, relaxed 

tavern ► noun BAR, inn, hosteliy, taphouse, Bnt 
pub, public house, informal watering hole, Bnt in- 
formal local, boozer, dated alehouse; N Amer histor- 
ical saloon 

tawdry ► adjective gaudy, flashy, showy, gansh, 
loud, tasteless, vulgar, trashy, junky, cheap 
(and nasty), cheapjack, shoddy, shabby, gim- 
crack; informal rubbishy, tacky, kitsch 
-opposites tasteful. 

tax ► noun O they have to pay tax on the interest 
duty, excise, customs, dues, levy, tariff, toll, 
impost, tithe, charge, fee. See list Qa heavy tax 
on one’s attention burden, load, weight, demand, 
strain, pressure, stress, dram, imposition 
-related terms fiscal. 

-opposites rebate 

► verb Qthey tax foreign companies more harshly 
charge (duty on), tithe, forma/ mulct. 0his 
whining taxed her patience strain, stretch, over- 
burden, overload, encumber, push too far. 
overwhelm, try, wear out, exhaust, sap, drain, 
weary, weaken 

taxing ► adjective demanding, exacting, challen- 
ging, burdensome, arduous, onerous, difficult, 
hard, tough, laborious, back-breaking, strenu- 
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ous, rigorous, punishing; tiring, exhausting, 
enervating, wearing, stressful, informal murder- 
ous 

-opposites easy 
tea ► noun. See list 


Types of Tea 


Assam 
black tea 
bohea 
bush tea 
camomile tea 
Ceylon 
China 
congou 
Darjeeling 
Earl Grey 
fruit tea 
green tea 
gunpowder 
tea 


herbal tea 
hyson 
Iced tea 
Indian 
Jasmine tea 
Keemun 
labrador tea 
Lapsang 
Souchong 
lemon tea 
mat* 
mint tea 
oolong 
orange pekoe 


pekoe 

peppermint tea 
post*and"falttea 
pouchong 
rooibos tea 
rosehip tea 
Russian tea 
sage tea 
souchong 
tilleul 
tisane 

yerba buena 
yerba mat* 


teach ►verb 0she teaches small children * edu 
cate, instruct, school, tutor, coach, train, en- 
lighten, illuminate, verse, indoctrinate, dnll, 
discipline; formal edify 01 taught English, give 
lessons in, lecture in. be a teacher of 0 teach 
your teenager how to negotiate train, show, 
guide, instruct, demonstrate, instil, inculcate 
-related terms didactic, pedagogic 

teacher ►noun educator, tutor, instructor, 
master, mistress, schoolmarm, governess, edu- 
cationist, preceptor; coach, trainer; lecturer, 
professor, don, guide, mentor, guru, counsel- 
lor, informal teach, Bnt informal beak; Austral /NZ in- 
formal chalkie, schoolie, formal pedagogue, histonc- 
al schoolman 

teem ►noun Qthe sales team group, squad, 
company, party, crew, troupe, band, side, line 
up, informal bunch, gang, posse See list 0 a team 
of horses pair, span, yoke, duo, set, tandem 

► vacb 0the Horses are teamed in pairs harness,* 
yoke, hitch, couple 0 team a T-shirt with match- 
ing shorts, match, coordinate, complement, pair 
up. Q team up with another artist for an exhibition: 
join (forces), collaborate, get together, work 
together, unite, combine, cooperate, link, ally, 
associate, club together. 

tear 1 ► vtfb Qi tore up the letter rip up, np in 
two, pull to pieces, shred 0 his flesh was tom 
lacerate, cut (open), gash, slash, scratch, hack, 
pierce, stab, injure, wound, ©the traumas tore 
her family apart divide, split, sever, break up, 
disunite, rupture, poetic/ literary rend, sunder, 
cleave QGina tore the book from his hands' 
snatch, grab, seize, np, wrench, wrest, pull, 
pluck; informal yank © ( informal ) Jack tore down the 
street sprint, race, run, dart, rush, dash, has- 
ten, hurry, hare, bolt, fly, career, charge, shoot, 
hurtle, speed, whizz, zoom, go like lightning, 
go like the wind, informal pelt, scoot, hotfoot it, 
leg it, belt, zip, whip; Bnt informal go like the 
clappers, bomb, bucket; N Amer informal hightail 
it. 

-opposites unite. 

► noun a tear in her dress rip, hole, split, slash, 
slit; ladder, snag. 

■ tear something down demolish, knock 
down, raze (to the ground), flatten, level, bull- 
doze; dismantle, disassemble. 


Size of Sports Teams 


American football 11 

Australian Rules football 18 
baseball 9 

basketball 5 

beach volleyball 2 

Canadian football 12 

cricket 11 


men or 6 women 


curling 
field hockey 
Caelk football 
goafball 
hurling 
ke hockey 
kabaddi 
korfball 
lacrosse 


4 

11 

15 

3 

15 

6 

7 

12 (6 men + 6 women) 
10 men or 12 women 


netball 7 

polo 4 

rounders 9 

rugby league 13 

rugby union 15 

shinty 12 

soccer 11 

team handball 4 

volleyball 6 

water polo 7 


tear 2 ► noun tears in her eyes, teardrop 
-related terms lachrymal, lachiymose 
■ In tears crying, weeping, sobbing, wailing, 
howling, bawling, whimpering, tearful, upset. 
informal weepy, teaiy, blubbing, blubbering 

tearaway ► noun hooligan, hoodlum, ruffian, 
lout, rowdy, roughneck. Austral lamkin; informal 
yahoo. Bnt informal yob, yobbo, Scottish informal 
ned, Austral / NZ informal roughie 

tearful ►adjective Q Georgina was tearful close 
to tears, emotional, upset, distressed, sad, un- 
happy, in tears, crying, weeping, sobbing, sniv- 
elling, informal weepy, teaiy; formal lachrymose 
0 a tearful farewell emotional, upsetting, dis- 
tressing, sad, heartbreaking, sorrowful, poign- 
ant, moving, touching, tear-jerking, poetic /literary 
dolorous 

-opposites cheerful. 

tease ►verb make fun of. poke fun at, chaff, 
laugh at, guy, make a monkey (out) of, taunt, 
bait, goad, pick on; dende, mock, ridicule; infor- 
mal take the mickey out of, rag, send up, nb, 
josh, have on, pull someone’s leg; Brit informal 
wind up; N Amer Informal pull someone’s chain, 
razz; Austral. /NZ infernal poke mullock at; dated 
twit 

technical ►adjective Oan important technical 
achievement: practical, scientific, technological, 
high-tech. 0this might seem very technical' spe 
cialist, specialized, scientific; complex, compli- 
cated, esoteric, ©a technical fault: mechanical. 

technique ► noun Q different techniques for solv- 
ing the problem: method, approach, procedure, 
system, modus operand!, MO, way; means, 
strategy, tack, tactic, line; routine, practice. 01 
was impressed with his technique: skill, ability, 
proficiency, expertise, masteiy, talent, genius, 
artistry, craftsmanship; aptitude, adroitness, 
deftness, dexterity, facility, competence; per- 
formance, delivery; Informal know-how 
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tedious ► adjacttv* boring, dull, monotonous, 
repetitive, unrelieved, unvaried, uneventful, 
characterless, colourless, lifeless, insipid, un- 
interesting, unexciting, uninspiring, flat, bland, 
dry, stale, tired, lacklustre, stodgy, dreary, 
humdrum, mundane, mind-numbing, soul- 
destroymg, wearisome, tmng, tiresome, irk- 
some, trying, frustrating, informal deadly, not up 
to much, Bnt informal samey, N Amer informal 
dullsville 

-opposites exciting 

tedium ► noun monotony, boredom, ennui, 
uniformity, routine, dreariness, dryness, banal- 
ity. vapidity, insipidity 
-opposites variety 

teem 1 ► verb the pond was teeming with fish be 
full of. be filled with, be alive with, be brim- 
ming with, abound in, be swarming with, be 
packed with, be crawling with, be overrun by, 
bnstle with, seethe with, be thick with; informal 
be jam-packed with, be chock-a-block with, be 
chock-full with 

teem 2 ► ¥•* the rain was teeming down pour, 
pelt. tip. beat, lash, sheet, come down in tor- 
rents. rain cats and dogs, informal be chucking it 
down, Bnt informal bucket down 

teenage ► adjective adolescent, teenaged, 
youthful, young, juvenile, informal teen 

teenager ► noun adolescent, youth, young 
person, minor, juvenile, mfonnal teen, teeny- 
bopper 

teeny ► adjective ( informal) See tiny 

teeter ► verb o Daisy teetered towards them tot 
ter, wobble, toddle, sway, stagger, stumble, 
reel, lurch, pitch ©the situation teetered between 
tragedy and farce see-saw, veer, fluctuate, oscil- 
late. swing, alternate, waver 

teetotal * adjective abstinent, abstemious, 
sober, dry, informal on the wagon 
-opposites alcoholic 

telegram ► noun telemessage, telex, informal 
wire, datad radiogram, histoncal cable, cablegram 

telepathic ► adjective psychic, clairvoyant 

telepathy ► noun mind-reading, thought trans- 
ference; extrasensory perception, ESP; clairvoy- 
ance, sixth sense; psychometiy 

telephone ► noun Sophie picked up the telephone 
phone, handset, receiver, informal blower, N 
Amer mfonnal horn. 

► verb he telephoned me last night * phone, call, dial, 
get, reach; Bnt ring (up), informal call up, give 
someone a buzz, get on the blower to; Bnt infor- 
mal give someone a bell, give someone a tinkle, 
N Amer informal get someone on the horn. 

telescope ► noun spyglass, informal scope See 
list. 

► verb © the front of the car was telescoped: concer 
tina, compact, compress, crush, squash, ©his 
experience can be telescoped into a paragraph, con- 
dense. shorten, reduce, abbreviate, abridge, 
summarize, precis, abstract, shrink, consoli- 
date; truncate, curtail. 

televise ►verb broadcast, screen, air, tele- 
cast; transmit, relay. 

television ► noun TV; informal the small 
screen; Brit mfonnal telly, the box; N Amer informal 
the tube 


Types of Telescope 

almucantar 


altazimuth telescope 
astronomical telescope 
Cassegrain telescope 
cathetometer 
collimator 
coudt telescope 
Dobsonian telescope 
equatorial telescope 
finder 

Galilean telescope 
Gregorian telescope 
heliometer 


Maksutov telescope 
meridian circle 
monocular 
Newtonian telescope 
radio telescope 
reflecting telescope 
refracting telescope 
Schmidt telescope 
Schmidt-Cassegraln 
telescope 
space telescope 
telescopic sight 
terrestrial telescope 


toll ^verb ©why didn’t you tell me before? inform, 
notify, apprise, let know, make aware, ac- 
quaint with, advise, put in the picture, bnef, 
fill in, alert, warn, informal clue in/up ©she told 
the story slowly relate, recount, narrate, unfold, 
report, recite, describe, sketch, weave, spin, 
utter, voice, state, declare, communicate, im- 
part. divulge ©she told him to leave instruct, 
order, command, direct, charge, enjoin, call 
on, require, poetic, /literary bid ©/ tell you, I did 
nothing wrong assure, promise, give one’s 
word, swear, guarantee ©the figures tell a differ- 
ent story reveal, show, indicate, be evidence 
of, disclose, convey, signify © promise you won't 
tell 7 give the game away, talk, tell tales, tattle. 
informal spill the beans, let the cat out of the 
bag, blab, Bnt mfonnal blow the gaff ©she was 
bound to tell on him inform on. tell tales on, give 
away, denounce, sell out, informal split on, blow 
the whistle on. rat on. peach on. squeal on, Bnt 
informal grass on, sneak on, shop, N Amer mfonnal 
finger. Austral /NZ mfonnal dob on ©it was hard to 
tell what he said ascertain, determine, work 
out, make out. deduce, discern, perceive, see, 
identify, recognize, understand, comprehend. 
informal figure out, Bnt informal suss out ©he 
couldn’t tell one from the other distinguish, differ- 
entiate. discriminate. <D the strain began to tell 
on him take its toll, leave its mark, affect 
■ tall som«on« off [mformaf) See reprimand 
verb 

toiler ► noun © a bank teller • cashier, clerk © a 
teller of tales narrator, raconteur, storyteller, 
anecdotalist 

tolling ► adjective revealing, significant, 
weighty, important, meaningful, influential, 
striking, potent, powerful, compelling. 
-opposites insignificant 
t«lllng-off ► noun [informal). See reprimand noun 
telltale ►adjective the telltale blush on her face 
revealing, revelatory, suggestive, meaningful, 
significant, meaning, mfonnal giveaway 
► noun ' Sue did it/ said a telltale informer, 
whistle-blower, N Amer tattletale, informal snitch, 
squealer; Bnt mfonnal sneak; Scottish mfonnal clype, 
datad talebearer. 

temerity ►noun audacity, nerve, effrontery, 
impudence, impertinence, cheek, gall, pre- 
sumption, danng; informal face, front, (brass) 
neck, chutzpah. 

temper ► noun O he walked out in a temper, (fit 
of) rage, fury, fit of pique, tantrum, (bad) 
mood, pet. sulk, huff; inhxmal grump, snit; Bnt 
informal strop, paddy; Bnt informal, dated bate. wax. 
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N Amer informal hissy fit. ©a display of temper 
anger, fury, rage, annoyance, vexation, irrita- 
tion. irritability, ill humour, spleen, pique, 
petulance, testiness, tetchiness, crabbiness, Bnt 
informal stroppiness, poetic /literary ire, choler 
©she struggled to keep her temper composure, 
equanimity, self-control, self-possession, sang- 
froid, calm, good humour, informal cool 

► verb ©the steel is tempered by heat, harden, 
strengthen, toughen, fortify, anneal ©their 
idealism is tempered with realism moderate, mod- 
ify, modulate, mitigate, alleviate, reduce, weak- 
en, lighten, soften 

■ lose one's temper get angry, fly into a 
rage, erupt, lose control, go berserk, breathe 
fire, flare up, boil over, informal go mad, go 
crazy, go bananas, have a fit, see red, fly off 
the handle, blow one’s top, do one’s nut, hit 
the r oof, go off the deep end, go ape, flip, lose 
one’s rag, freak out, Brit informal go spare, go 
crackers, throw a wobbly 

temperament ► noun disposition, nature, 
character, personality, make-up. constitution, 
mind, spint, stamp, mettle, mould, mood, 
frame of mind, attitude, outlook, humour 

temperamental ► adjective ©a temperamen - 
tal chef volatile, excitable, emotional, mercur- 
ial, capricious, erratic, unpredictable, change- 
able, inconsistent, hot-headed, fiery, quick- 
tempered. irritable, irascible, impatient, 
touchy, moody, sensitive, oversensitive, highly 
strung, neurotic, melodramatic ©a tempera- 
mental dislike of conflict inherent, innate, nat- 
ural. inborn, constitutional, deep-rooted, in- 
grained. congenital 
-opposites placid 

temperance ► noun teetotalism. abstinence, 
abstention, sobriety, self-restraint, prohibition 
-opposites alcoholism 

temperate * adjective © temperate climates 
mild, clement, benign, gentle, balmy ©h* was 
temperate in his consumption self-restrained, re- 
strained, moderate, self-controlled, disciplined, 
abstemious, self-denying, austere, ascetic, tee- 
total, abstinent 
-opposites extreme 

tempest ►noun storm, gale, hurricane, tor- 
nado, whirlwind, cyclone, typhoon 

tempestuous ►adjtctlve ©the day was tem- 
pestuous stormy, blustery, squally, wild, turbu- 
lent, windy, gusty, blowy, rainy, foul, nasty, in- 
clement ©the tempestuous political environment 
turbulent, stormy, tumultuous, wild, lively, 
heated, explosive, feverish, frenetic, frenzied, 
©a tempestuous woman emotional, passionate, 
impassioned, fiery, intense, temperamental, 
volatile, excitable, mercurial, capncious, unpre- 
dictable, quick-tempered. 

-opposites calm, peaceful, placid 

temple ►noun house of God, shnne. sanctu- 
ary; church, cathedral, mosque, synagogue, 
shul, archaic fane. 

tempo ►noun ©the tempo of the music, ca- 
dence. speed, rhythm, beat, time, pulse; meas- 
ure, metre. © the tempo of life in Western society : 
pace, rate, speed, velocity 

temporal ► adjective secular, non-spiritual, 
worldly, profane, material, mundane, earthly, 
terrestrial; non-religious, lay. 

-opposites spiritual. 


temporarily ► adverb ©t he giri was temporarily 
placed with a foster family for the time being, for 
the moment, for now, for the present, m the 
interim, for the nonce, m/for the meantime, in 
the meanwhile, provisionally, pro tern, informal 
for the mmute. ©he was temporarily blinded by 
the light, briefly, for a short time, momentar- 
ily, fleetingly 
-opposites permanently 
temporary ► adjective © temporary accommoda- 
tion | the temporary captain non-permanent, 
short-term, interim, provisional, pro tern, 
makeshift, stopgap, acting, fill-in, stand-in, 
caretaker ©a temporary loss of self-control brief, 
short-lived, momentary, fleeting, passing 
-opposites permanent, lasting 
temporize ►verb equivocate, procrastinate, 
play for time, play a waiting game, stall, use 
delaying tactics, delay, hang back, prevaricate, 
Bnt hum and haw, rare tergiversate 
tempt ► verb © the manager tried to tempt him to 
stay entice, persuade, convince, inveigle, in- 
duce, cajole, coax, woo, mfonnal sweet-talk 
©more customers are being tempted by credit al 
lure, attract, appeal to. whet the appetite of, 
lure, seduce, beguile, tantalize, draw 
-opposites discourage, deter 

temptation ►noun QMary resisted the tempta- 
tion to answer back desire, urge, itch, impulse, 
inclination © the temptations of London lure, al- 
lurement, enticement, seduction, attraction, 
draw, pull, siren song ©the temptation of travel 
to exotic locations allure, appeal, attraction, fas- 
cination 

tempting ►adjective ©the tempting shops of the 
Via Nazionale enticing, alluring, attractive, ap- 
pealing, inviting, captivating, seductive, beguil- 
ing. fascinating, tantalizing, irresistible ©a 
plate of tempting cakes appetizing, mouth- 
watering. delicious, toothsome, informal scrump- 
tious, scrummy. yummy 
-opposites off-putting, uninviting 
temptress ►noun seductress, siren, femme 
fatale, Mata Han, informal vamp 
ten ► cardinal number decade 
-related terms decimal, deca-, deci- 
tenable ► adjective defensible, justifiable, sup- 
portable. sustainable, arguable, able to hold 
water, reasonable, rational, sound, viable, 
plausible, credible, believable, conceivable 
-opposites indefensible 

tenacious ► adjective © his tenacious grip firm. 
tight, fast, clinging, strong, forceful, powerful, 
unshakeable, immovable, iron ©a tenacious 
man . persevering, persistent, determined, dog- 
ged, strong-willed, tireless, indefatigable, reso- 
lute. patient, purposeful, unflagging, staunch, 
steadfast, untiring, unwavering, unswerving, 
unshakeable, unyielding, msistent; stubborn, 
intransigent, obstinate, obdurate, stiff-necked, 

N Amer rock-ribbed; formal pertinacious. 
-opposites weak, irresolute 
tenacity ►noun persistence, determination, 
perseverance, doggedness, strength of purpose, 
bulldog spirit, tirelessness, indefatigability, 
resolution, resoluteness, resolve, firmness, pa- 
tience, purposefulness, staunchness, steadfast- 
ness. staying power, application; stubbornness, 
intransigence, obstinacy, obduracy; formal per- 
tinacity 
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tenancy ► noun occupancy, occupation, 
period of occupancy/occupation, residence, 
habitation, holding, possession, tenure, lease, 
rental, leasehold 

tenant ►noun occupant, resident, inhabitant, 
leaseholder, lessee, renter; Bnt occupier, sitting 
tenant 

-opposites owner, freeholder 

tend 1 ► verb ©7 tend to get very involved m my 
work be inclined, be apt, be disposed, be 
prone, be liable, have a tendency, have a pro- 
pensity Q younger voters tended towards the tab- 
loid press incline, lean, gravitate, move, prefer, 
favour, N Amer trend 

tend 2 ► vtrb she tended her cattle look after, 
take care of. care for, minister to, attend to. 
see to. wait on, watch over, keep an eye on, 
mind, protect, watch, guard, nurse, nurture, 
cherish 

-opposites neglect 

tendency ►noun ©hLs tendency to take the law 
into his own hands propensity, proclivity, prone- 
ness, aptness, likelihood, inclination, dispos- 
ition, predisposition, bent, leaning, penchant, 
predilection, susceptibility, liability, readiness, 
habit ©this tendency towards cohabitation trend, 
movement, drift, swing, gravitation, direction, 
course, orientation, bias 

tender 1 ► adjectlvt ©a gentle, tender man car 
ing, kind, kindly, kind-hearted, soft-hearted, 
tender-hearted, compassionate, sympathetic, 
warm, warm-hearted, fatherly, motherly, ma- 
ternal, gentle, mild, benevolent, generous, giv- 
ing. humane ©a tender kiss affectionate, 
fond, loving, emotional, warm, gentle, soft, 
amorous, adoring, informal lovey-dovey © tender 
love songs romantic, sentimental, emotional, 
emotive, touching, moving, poignant, Bnt infor- 
mal soppy © simmer until the meat is tender eas 
ily chewed, chewable. soft, succulent, juicy, 
tenderized 0 tender plants delicate, easily 
damaged, fragile ©her ankle was swollen and 
tender sore, painful, sensitive, inflamed, raw, 
red, chafed, bruised, hurting, aching, throb- 
bing. smarting ©the tender age of fifteen 
young, youthful, impressionable, inexperi- 
enced. immature, unsophisticated, unseasoned, 
juvenile, callow, green, raw, informal wet behind 
the ears © the issue of conscription was a particu- 
larly tender one difficult, delicate, tricky, awk- 
ward. problematic, troublesome, ticklish, con- 
troversial, emotive, informal sticky 
-opposites hard-hearted, callous, tough 

tender 2 ►verb ©she tendered her resignation 
offer, proffer, present, put forward, propose, 
suggest, advance, submit, extend, give, render, 
hand m. ©.firms of interior decorators tendered for 
the work, put in a bid, bid, quote, give an esti- 
mate 

► noun six contractors were invited to submit tenders. 
bid, offer, quotation, quote, estimate, pnce, 
proposal, submission 

tender-hearted ► adjective. See tender 1 
sense 1 

tenderness ►noun O I felt an enormous tender- 
ness for her. affection, fondness, love, devotion, 
loving kindness, emotion, sentiment, ©with 
unexpected tenderness , he told her what had hap- 
pened: kindness, kindliness, kind-heartedness, 
tenderheartedness, compassion, care, concern. 


sympathy, warmth, fatherhness, motherliness, 
gentleness, benevolence, generosity. 0 abdom- 
inal tenderness soreness, pain, inflammation, 
bruising, ache, aching, smarting, throbbing 
tenet ► noun principle, belief, doctrine, pre- 
cept, creed, credo, article of frith, dogma, 
canon, theory, thesis, conviction, idea, view, 
opinion, position, hypothesis, postulation, 
(tenots) ideology, code of belief, teachings) 
tennis ► noun See list 


Tennis Strokes 


ace 

backhand 
cross-court 
dink 
drive 
drop shot 


forehand serve 

groundstroke slice 
half-volley smash 

lob stop volley 

overhead volley 

passing shot 


tenor ►noun ©the general tenor of his speech 
sense, meaning, theme, drift, thread, import, 
purport, intent, intention, burden, thrust, sig- 
nificance, message, gist, essence, substance, 
spirit ©the even tenor of life in the village 
course, direction, movement, drift, current, 
trend 

tense ► adjective ©the tense muscles of his neck 
taut, tight, rigid, stretched, strained, stiff 
© Loretta was feeling tense and i ratable anxious, 
nervous, on edge, edgy, strained, stressed, 
under pressure, agitated, ill at ease, uneasy, 
nervy, restless, worked up. keyed up, over- 
wrought, on tenterhooks, with one’s stomach 
in knots, worried, apprehensive, panicky, infor- 
mal a bundle of nerves, jittery, jumpy, twitchy, 
uptight, stressed out, N Amer informal spooky, 
squirrelly ©a tense moment nerve-racking, 
stressful, anxious, worrying, fraught, charged, 
strained, nail-biting, difficult, uneasy, uncom- 
fortable. exciting, cliffhanging, knife-edge 
-opposites slack, calm 

► vtrb Hebden tensed his muscles tighten, tauten, 
tense up, flex, contract, brace, stiffen, screw 
up, knot, strain, stretch, N Amer squinch up 
-opposites relax 

tension ► noun © the tension of the rope tight 
ness, tautness, rigidity; pull, traction ©the ten- 
sion was unbearable’ strain, stress, anxiety, pres- 
sure, worry, apprehensiveness, apprehension, 
agitation, nerves, nervousness, jumpiness, edgi- 
ness, restlessness, suspense, uncertainty, antici- 
pation. excitement, informal butterflies (in one’s 
stomach), collywobbles 0 months of tension be- 
tween the military and the government strained 
relations, strain, ill feeling, friction, antagon- 
ism, antipathy, hostility, enmity 

tentative ► •djscttve ©tentative arrangements | 
a tentative conclusion provisional, unconfirmed, 
pencilled in, preliminary, to be confirmed, 
TBC, subject to confirmation, speculative, con- 
jectural, untried, unproven, exploratoiy, ex- 
perimental, trial, test, pilot ©he took a few ten- 
tative steps hesitant, uncertain, cautious, timid, 
hesitating, faltering, shaky, unsteady, halting, 
wavering, unsure 
-opposites definite, confident, 
tenterhooks 

■ on tontorhooks in suspense, waiting with 
bated breath; anxious, nervous, nervy, appre- 
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hensive, worried, worried sick, on edge, edgy, 
tense, strained, stressed, agitated, restless, 
worked up. keyed up. with one’s stomach in 
knots, with one’s heart in one’s mouth, like a 
cat on a hot tin roof, informal with butterflies in 
one’s stomach, jittery, jumpy, twitchy, in a 
state, uptight, N Amer informal spooky, squirrel- 

ly 

tenuous ► adjective ©a tenuous connection 
slight, insubstantial, flimsy, weak, doubtful, 
dubious, questionable, suspect, vague, nebu- 
lous, hazy Qa tenuous thread fine, thin, slen- 
der. delicate, gossamer, fragile 
-opposites convincing, strong 

tenure ► noun Q residents should have security of 
tenure tenancy, occupancy, holding, occupa- 
tion. residence, possession, title, ownership 
©his tenure as Secretary of State for Industry in 
cumbency, term (of office), period (of/in office), 
time (in office) 

tepid ► adjective Q tepid water lukewarm, 
warmish, slightly warm, at room temperature 
©a tepid response unenthusiastic, apathetic, 
half-hearted, indifferent, cool, lukewarm, un- 
interested. informal unenthused 
-opposites hot, told, enthusiastic 

term ►noun Q scientific and technical terms 
word, expression, phrase, turn of phrase, 
idiom, locution, name, title, designation, label; 
formal appellation, denomination ©a protest in 
the strongest terms language, mode of expres- 
sion. manner of speaking, phraseology, termin- 
ology, words, phrases, expressions ©the terms 
of the contract conditions, stipulations, specifi- 
cations, provisions, provisos, restrictions, quali- 
fications, particulars, details, points ©a policy 
offering more favourable terms rates, prices, 
charges, costs, fees: tariff ©the President is elect - 
ed for a four-year term period, period of time, 
time, length of time, spell, stmt, duration, 
stretch, run, period of office, incumbency 
© (archaic) the whole term of your natural life dur 
ation, length, span ©the summer term session, 
N Amer semester, trimester, quarter 

► verb he has been termed the father of modem the- 
ology call, name, entitle, title, style, designate, 
describe as, dub, label, tag, nickname, formal de- 
nominate 

■ com# to forms O the two sides came to terms 
reach an agreement/understanding, make a 
deal, reach a compromise, meet each other 
halfway ©she eventually came to terms with her 
situation accept, come to accept, reconcile one- 
self to. learn to live with, become resigned to, 
make the best of; face up to 

terminal ► adjective Qa terminal illness incur 
able, untreatable, inoperable; fatal, mortal, 
deadly © terminal patients’ dying, near death, 
incurable, ©a terminal bonus may be payable 
when a policy matures, final, last, concluding, 
closing, end © (informal) you're making a terminal 
ass of yourself complete, utter, absolute, total, 
real, thorough, out-and-out, downright, perfect, 
Brit informal right, proper, Austral jNZ informal fair 

► noun ©a railway terminal’ station, last stop, 
end of the line; depot; Bnt. terminus, ©a com- 
puter terminal, workstation, VDU, visual display 
unit 

terminate ► verb O treatment was terminated: 
bring to an END, end. bnng to a close/ 
conclusion, close, conclude, finish, stop, put an 


end to, wind up. discontinue, cease, cut short, 
abort, axe, informal pull the plug on. ©the train 
will terminate in Stratford end its journey, finish 
up, stop © the pregnancy was terminated abort, 
end 

-opposites begin, start, continue 
termination ► noun © the termination of a con- 
tract ending, end, closing, close, conclusion, 
finish, stopping, winding up, discontinuance, 
discontinuation, cancellation, dissolution, infor- 
mal wind-up ©she had a termination abortion, 
rare feticide 

-opposites start, beginning 
terminology ► noun phraseology, terms, ex- 
pressions, words, language, parlance, vocabu- 
lary. nomenclature, usage, idiom, jargon, cant, 
argot, informal lingo, -speak, -ese 
terminus ► noun ( Bnt ) the bus terminus station, 
last stop, end of the line, terminal, depot, gar- 
age 

terrain ►noun land, ground, territory, topog- 
raphy. landscape, countryside, country 
terrestrial ► adjective earthly, worldly, mun- 
dane, earthbound, poetic /literary sublunary 
terrible ► adjective ©a terrible crime | terrible in- 
juries dreadful, awful, appalling, horrific, hor- 
rifying, horrible, horrendous, atrocious, abom- 
inable. abhorrent, frightful, shocking, hideous, 
ghastly, gnm, dire, unspeakable, gruesome, 
monstrous, sickening, heinous, vile, senous, 
grave, acute, formal grievous ©a terrible smell 
nasty, disgusting, awful, dreadful, ghastly, hor- 
rid, homble, vile, foul, abominable, frightful, 
loathsome, revolting, repulsive, odious, nause- 
ating. repellent, horrendous, hideous, appall- 
ing, offensive, objectionable, obnoxious, informal 
gruesome, putrid, diabolical, yucky, sick- 
making. God-awful, gross, Bnt informal beastly, 
archaic disgustful ©he was in terrible pain se 
vere, extreme, intense, excruciating, agoniz- 
ing, unbearable, intolerable, unendurable 
© that's a terrible thing to say unkind, nasty, un- 
pleasant. foul, obnoxious, vile, contemptible, 
despicable, wretched, shabby; spiteful, mean, 
malicious, poisonous, mean-spirited, cruel, 
hateful, hurtful, unfair, uncharitable, uncalled 
for, below the belt, unwarranted; Bnt informal 
beastly ©the film was terrible very bad, dread- 
ful, awful, frightful, atrocious, hopeless, poor, 
informal pathetic, pitiful, useless, lousy, appall- 
ing, abysmal, dire, Bnt informal duff, chronic, 
poxy, rubbish, a load of pants O(mfonnal ) you're 
a terrible flirt incorrigible, outrageous, real, 
awful, dreadful, frightful, shocking, informal im- 
possible, fearful; Bnt informal right, proper. ©I 
feel terrible— I've been in bed all day’ ill, poorly, 
sick, queasy, nauseous, nauseated, green about 
the gills; faint, dizzy, informal rough, lousy, 
awful, dreadful; Bnt Informal grotty, ropy ©he 
still feels terrible about what he did to John’ guilty, 
conscience-stricken, remorseful, guilt-ridden, 
ashamed, chastened, contrite, sorry. 

-opposites minor, slight, pleasant, wonderful 
terribly ►adverb Q (informal) she’s terribly upset * 
very, extremely, really, terrifically, tremen- 
dously, immensely, thoroughly, dreadfully, ex- 
ceptionally, remarkably, extraordinarily, ex- 
ceedingly; N English right; informal awfully, devil- 
ishly. seriously, majorly; Brit, informal jolly, ever 
so, dead, well; N Amer informal real, mighty, 
awful; informal, dated frightfully; archaic exceeding 
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©he played terribly very badly, atrociously, aw- 
fully, dreadfully, appallingly, execrably, informal 
abysmally, pitifully, diabolically. © {informal) I 
shall miss you tembly very much, greatly, a great 
deal, a lot, informal loads 

terrific ► adjective Qa terrific bang tremen 
dous, huge, massive, gigantic, colossal, mighty, 
great, prodigious, formidable, sizeable, consid' 
erable, intense, extreme, extraordinary, informal 
mega, whopping great, humongous, Bnt informal 
whacking great, ginormous © ( informal) a terrific 
game of top-quality football marvellous, wonder- 
ful, sensational, outstanding, superb, excellent, 
first-rate, first-class, dazzling, out of this world, 
breathtaking, informal great, fantastic, fabulous, 
fab, mega, super, ace, magic, cracking, cool, 
wicked, awesome, Bnt mhrmal brilliant, brill, 
smashing. Austral /NZ informal bonzer, Bnt informal, 
dated spiffing 0 (archaic) terrific scenes of slaughter 
and destruction dreadful, terrible, appalling, 
awful, homfk, homble. horrendous, horrify- 
ing, hideous, gnm, ghastly, gruesome, fright- 
ful, fearful 

terrified ► adjective petrified, frightened, 
scared, scared/fhghtened to death, scared stiff, 
scared/fnghtened out of one’s wits, scared wit- 
less, horrified, with one’s heart in one’s 
mouth, shaking m one’s shoes 

terrify ►verb petrify, homfy, frighten, scare, 
scare/fnghten to death, scare/fnghten the liv- 
ing daylights out of. scare/frighten the life out 
of. scare/fnghten someone out of their wits, 
scare witless, stnke terror into, put the fear of 
God into; paralyse, transfix, informal scare the 
pants off. Insh informal scare the bejesus out of 

territory ►noun Q British overseas territories 
area of land, area, region, enclave, country, 
state, land, dependency, colony, dominion, pro- 
tectorate, fief, possession, holding Q mountain- 
ous territory terrain, land, ground, countryside 
0 the territory of biblical scholarship domain, area 
of concem/interest/knowledge. province, de- 
partment, field, preserve, sphere, arena, realm, 
world O Sheffield was his territory sphere of op 
erations. area, section, informal turf. Bnt mfonnal 
patch, manor 

terror ►noun ©she screamed in terror extreme 
fear, dread, horror, fear and trembling, fright, 
alarm, panic, shock Qthe terrors of her own 
mind demon, fiend, devil, monster, horror, 
nightmare 0 (informal) he turned out to be a right 
little terror rascal, devil, imp, monkey, scally- 
wag, mischief-maker. Informal scamp, horror, Bnt 
informal pensher, N English informal scally, N Amer 
informal varmint 

terrorist ►noun bomber, arsonist, incendiary, 
gunman, assassin, hijacker, revolutionary, rad- 
ical, guerrilla, urban guerrilla, anarchist, free- 
dom fighter. 

terrorize ► verb persecute, victimize, tor- 
ment, tyrannize, intimidate, menace, threaten, 
bully, browbeat, scare, frighten, terrify, petrify, 
Bnt informal put the fhghteners on 

terse ► adjective brief, short, to the point, con- 
cise. succinct, cnsp, pithy, incisive, short and 
sweet, lacomc, elliptical, brusque, abrupt, curt, 
clipped, blunt, ungracious. 

-opposites long-winded, polite 

test ► noun Qa series of scientific tests : trial, ex- 
periment. pilot study, tiy-out. check, examin- 


ation, assessment, evaluation, appraisal, inves- 
tigation, inspection, analysis, scrutiny, study, 
probe, exploration, screening; technical assay 
© candidates may be required to take a test, exam, 
examination, N Amer quiz ©the test of a good 
sparkling wine' criterion, proof, indication, 
yardstick, touchstone, standard, measure, lit- 
mus test, acid test 

► verb O a small-scale prototype was tested try out, 
trial, put to the test, put through its paces, ex- 
periment with, pilot, check, examine, assess, 
evaluate, appraise, investigate, analyse, scrutin- 
ize, study, probe, explore, sample, screen; tech- 
nical assay Qsuch behaviour would test any mar- 
riage put a strain on, strain, tax, try, make de- 
mands on. stretch, challenge 

testament ► noun an achievement which is a tes- 
tament to his professionalism and dedication testi- 
mony. witness, evidence, proof, attestation, 
demonstration, indication, exemplification, 
monument, tribute 

testify ► verb Qyou may be required to testify in 
court give evidence, bear witness, be a witness, 
give one’s testimony, attest. Law make a depos- 
ition ©he testified that he had been threatened by 
a fellow officer attest, swear, state on oath, 
state, declare, assert, affirm, allege, submit, 
claim, Law depose © the exhibits testify to the tal- 
ents of the local sculptors be evidence/proof of, 
attest to, confirm, prove, corroborate, substan- 
tiate, bear out, show, demonstrate, bear wit- 
ness to, indicate, reveal, bespeak 

testimonial ► noun reference, character ref- 
erence. letter of recommendation, commenda- 
tion 

testimony ►noun ©Smith was in court to hear 
her testimony evidence, sworn statement, attest- 
ation, affidavit, statement, declaration, asser- 
tion, affirmation, allegation, submission, claim, 
Law deposition Qthe work is a testimony to his 
professional commitment testament, proof, evi- 
dence, attestation, witness, confirmation, cor- 
roboration, demonstration, indication 

testing ► adjective difficult, challenging, 
tough, hard, demanding, taxing, stressful 
-opposites easy 

testy ► adjective. See tetchy 

tetchy ► adjective irritable, cantankerous, iras- 
cible. bad-tempered, grumpy, grouchy, crot- 
chety, crabby, testy, crusty, curmudgeonly, ill- 
tempered. ill-humoured, peevish, cross, frac- 
tious, pettish, crabbed, prickly, waspish, mfonnal 
snappish, snappy, chippy; Bnt informal shirty, 
stroppy, narky, ratty, N Amer mfonnal cranky, or- 
nery 

-opposites good-humoured 

t*te-*-t6te ► noun conversation, chat. talk, 
heart-to-heart, one-on-one, one-to-one, informal 
confab, Bnt informal natter, chinwag, fomnal con- 
fabulation 

tether ► verb the horse had been tethered to a post 
tie (up), hitch, rope, chain; fasten, secure 
-opposites unleash 

► noun a dog on a tether rope, chain, cord, lead, 
leash; restraint; halter 

■ at tha and of ona’s tathar at one s wits- 
end, desperate, not knowing which way to 
turn, unable to cope; N. Amer at the end of" 
one’s rope 
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text ► noun O a text which explores pain and grief 
book, work, wntten/pnnted work Qthe pic - 
tures are clear and relate well to the text words, 
wording, content, body, main body 0 academic 
texts textbook, book, set book ©a text from 
the First Book of Samuel passage, extract, quota- 
tion, verse, line, reading Qhe took as his text the 
fact that Australia is a paradise theme, subject, 
topic, motif, thesis, argument 

textiles ► plural noun fabrics, cloths, mater- 
ials See list at fabric 

texture ► noun feel, touch, appearance, finish. 

surface, grain, quality, consistency, weave, nap 
thank ► vtrto express (one s) gratitude to, ex- 
press one’s thanks to, offer/extend thanks to, 
say thank you to, show one’s appreciation to 

thankful ► adjactive grateful, filled with grati- 
tude, relieved, pleased, glad 
thankless ► adjactiva ©a thankless task un 
enviable, difficult, unpleasant, unrewarding, 
unappreciated, unrecognized, unacknowledged 
0 her thankless children ungrateful, unapprecia- 
tive. unthankful 
-opposites rewarding, grateful 
thanks ► plural noun they expressed their thanks 
and wished her well gratitude, appreciation, ac- 
knowledgement, recognition, credit 
► exclamation thanks for being so helpful thank you, 
many thanks, thanks very much, thanks a lot. 
thank you kindly, much obliged, much appre- 
ciated, bless you, informal cheers, thanks a mil- 
lion, Brit informal ta 

■ thanks to as a result of, owing to, due to, 
because of. through, as a consequence of, on 
account of. by virtue of. by dint of, formal by 
reason of 

thaw ► verb melt, unfreeze, soften, liquefy, dis- 
solve; defrost, N Amer unthaw 
-opposites freeze 

theatre ► noun ©the local theatre plavhouse, 
auditorium, amphitheatre See Itst Qwhat made 
you want to go into the theatre? acting, perform - 
ing, the stage, drama, the dramatic arts, 
dramaturgy, the thespian art, show business, in- 
formal the boards, show biz See list 0 the lecture 
theatre hall, room, auditorium Qthe theatre of 
war scene, arena, field/sphere/place of action 
theatrical * adjective ©a theatrical career 
stage, dramatic, thespian, dramaturgical, 
show-business, informal showbiz, formal histnonic 
0 Henry looked over his shoulder with theatrical 
caution exaggerated, ostentatious, actressy, 
stagy, showy, melodramatic, overacted, over- 
done, histnonic, affected, mannered, informal 
hammy, ham, camp 

theft ► noun robbery, stealing, thieving, lar- 
ceny, thievery, shoplifting, burglary, misappro- 
pnation, embezzlement, raid, hold-up, informal 
smash and grab, N Amer informal heist, stick-up, 
formal peculation 
-related terms kleptomania, 
theme ► noun ©the theme of her speech sub 
ject, topic, subject matter, matter, thesis, argu- 
ment, text, burden, thrust, thread, motif, key- 
note Qthe first violin takes up the theme melody, 
tune, air; motif, leitmotif, 
then ►advwb ©I was living in Cairo then, at that 
time, in those days; at that point (in time), at 
that moment, on that occasion Qshe won the 


Parts of a Theatre 


acting area 
aisle 

apron (stage) 

auditorium 

backstage 

balcony 

the boards 

box 

box office 

bridge 

catwalk 

circle 

coulisse 

curtain 

cut drop 

cydorama 

dais 

dress circle 
dressing 
room 

drop curtain 
fire curtain 
the files 
floats 
fly gallery 
fly tower 


footlights 
forestage 
foyer 
front of 
house 
gallery 
the gods 
green room 
gridiron 
house lights 
iron 
lighting 
gallery 
loge 

mezzanine 
orchestra pit 
orchestra 
stalls 
parquet 
parterre 
pass door 
picture-frame 
stage 
pit 

prompt box 
proscenium 


proscenium 

arch 

proscenium 
stage 
revolve 
revolving 
stage 
safety 
curtain 
scene dock 
set 
skene 
stage 

stage door 
stalls 
tableau 
curtains 
tabs 

thrust stage 
trap 

upper circle 

upstage 

velarium 

vomftorium 

vomitory 

wings 


Theatrical Movements 


See also PLAY. 
Chicana 

documentary drama 
epic theatre 
expressionism 
Little Theatre 
naturalism 
physical theatre 
realism 
ritual drama 
Shingekl 


Sturm und Drang 
Symbolism 
Theatre of Cruelty 
Theatre of Fact 
Theatre of Silence 
Theatre of the Absurd 
total theatre 
Verfremdung 
(alienation) 

Verismo 


first and then the second game next, after that, 
afterwards, subsequently ©and then there’s an 
other problem in addition, also, besides, as well, 
additionally, on top of that, over and above 
that, moreover, furthermore, what’s more, to 
boot, too ©well, if that’s what he wants , then he 
should leave in that case, that being so, it fol- 
lows that 

theological * adjective religious, scriptural, 
ecclesiastical, doctrinal, divine, holy 

theoretical ► adjactlva hypothetical, conjec- 
tural. academic, suppositional, speculative, no- 
tional, postulatory, assumed, presumed, untest- 
ed. unproven, unsubstantiated. 

-opposites actual, real 

theorize ►verb speculate, conjecture, hy- 
pothesize, postulate, propose, posit, suppose 

theory ► noun ©I reckon that confirms my theory 
hypothesis, thesis, conjecture, supposition, 
speculation, postulation, postulate, proposition, 
premise, surmise, assumption, presupposition; 
opinion, view, belief, contention. 0 modem eco- 
nomic theory principles, ideas, concepts, phil- 
osophy, ideology, system of ideas, science. 
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■ In theory in principle, on paper, in the ab- 
stract, all things being equal, in an ideal world, 
hypothetically 

thorapoutlc ► adjective healing, curative, re- 
medial, medicinal, restorative, health-giving, 
tonic, reparative, corrective, beneficial, good, 
salutary, archaic sanative 
-opposites harmful 

therapist ► noun psychologist, psychotherap- 
ist. analyst, psychoanalyst, psychiatrist, informal 
shrink, Bnt humorous tnck cyclist 

therapy ► noun Q a wide range of complementary 
therapies treatment, remedy, cure See list 
©he’s currently in therapy psychotherapy, psy- 
choanalysis, analysis 

thereabouts ► adverb Qthe land thereabouts 
near there, around there ©they sold it for five 
million or thereabouts approximately, or so, give 
or take a bit, plus or minus a bit, in round 
numbers, not far oft, Bnt getting on for, N 
Amer informal in the ballpark of 

thereafter ► adverb after that, following 
that, afterwards, subsequently, then, next 

therefore ► adverb consequently, so, as a re- 
sult. hence, thus, accordingly, for that reason, 
ergo, that being the case, on that account, for- 
mal whence, archaic wherefore 

thesis ► noun O the central thesis of his lecture 
theory, contention, argument, line of argu- 
ment, proposal, proposition, premise, assump- 
tion. hypothesis, postulation, surmise, suppos- 
ition ©a doctoral thesis dissertation, essay, 
paper, treatise, disquisition, composition, 
monograph, study, N Amer theme 

thick ► adjective Q the walls are five feet thick in 
extent/diameter, across, wide, broad, deep 
©his short, thick legs stocky, sturdy, chunky, 
hefty, thickset, beefy, meaty, big, solid, fat. 
stout, plump ©a thick Aran sweater chunky, 
bulky, heavy, cable-kmt, woollen, woolly Qthe 
station was thick with people crowded, full, filled, 
packed, teeming, seething, swarming, crawl- 
ing, crammed, thronged, bursting at the seams, 
solid, overflowing, choked, jammed, congested. 
mfonmal jam-packed, chock-a-block, stuffed. 
Austral /NZ informal chocker Qthe thick summer 
vegetation plentiful, abundant, profuse, luxuri- 
ant, bushy, rich, riotous, exuberant; rank, ram- 
pant, dense, close-packed, impenetrable, im- 
passable, semed, informal jungly 0 a thick paste 
semi-solid, firm, stiff, stiffened, heavy, clotted, 
coagulated, viscid, viscous, gelatinous, concen- 
trated © thick fog' dense, heavy, opaque, im- 
penetrable. soupy, murky Q (informal) he's a bit 
thick. See stupid sense 1 Q Guy's voice was thick 
with desire • husky, hoarse, throaty, guttural, 
gravelly, rough. (0 a thick Scottish accent ■ obvi 
ous, pronounced, marked, broad, strong, nch, 
decided, distinct (©she’s very thick with him 
friendly, intimate, familiar, on the best of 
terms, hand in glove, close to, devoted to, in- 
separable from, informal pally, chummj, matey, 
buddy-buddy, as thick as thieves, well m 
-opposites thin, slender, sparse 
► noun in the thick of the crisis, midst, centre, hub. 
middle, core, heart 

mm bit thick ( Bnt informal) unreasonable, un- 
fair, unjust, unjustified, uncalled for, unwar- 
ranted, unnecessary, excessive; informal below 
the belt, a bit much; Bnt informal out of order. 


Physical and Psychological 
Therapies 


See also medicine. 

acupressure 
acupuncture 
Alexander technique 
allopathy 
aromatherapy 
art therapy 
autogenic training 
aversion therapy 
Ayurveda 
balneotherapy 
Bates method 
behaviour therapy 
behavioural therapy 
blbllotherapy 
bioenergetics 
biofeedback 
bodywork 
bush medicine 
chemotherapy 
chiropractic 
co-counselling 
cognitive therapy 
cognitive behavioural 
therapy (CBT) 
colour therapy 
combination therapy 
confrontation therapy 
counter-conditioning 
craniosacral therapy 
cryotherapy 
crystal healing/therapy 
detoxification 
drama therapy 
electro-acupuncture 
electroconvulsive 
therapy (ECT) 
electroplexy 
electroshock therapy 
electrotherapy 
eurhythmies 
family therapy 
faith healing 
gene therapy 
Gerson therapy 
gestalt therapy 
group therapy 
heat treatment 
heliotherapy 
herbalism 
homoeopathy * 
hormone replacement 
therapy (HUT) 
humanistic therapy 
hydropathy 
hydrotherapy 


hypnotherapy 
immunotherapy 
insulin shock therapy 
Irradiation 
McHmoney 
chiropractic 
mechanotherapy 
megavftamln therapy 
metrazol shock therapy 
moxibustion 
music therapy 
narcotherapy 
nature cure 
naturopathy 
neurolinguistic 
programming 
occupational therapy 
(OT) 

organotherapy 
osteopathy 
pharmacotherapy 
phototherapy 
physical therapy 
physiotherapy 
play therapy 
polarity therapy 
primal therapy 
psychoanalysis 
psychotherapy 
radiation therapy 
radionics 
radiotherapy 
rational-emotive 
therapy 
rebirthing 

recreational therapy 
reflexology 
regression therapy 
reiki 

relaxation therapy 
release therapy 
Rogerian therapy 
Rotting 
sex therapy 
shiatsu 

shock therapy 
shock treatment 
steep therapy 
sound therapy 
speech therapy 
spiritual healing 
supportive therapy 
thalassotherapy 
zone therapy 


thicken ►verb become thick/thicker, stiffen, 
condense, solidify, set, gel, congeal, clot, coagu- 
late, cake, inspissate. 

thicket ► noun copse, coppice, grove, brake, 
covert, clump, wood, Bnt spinney, archaic hurst 

thickhead ► noun (informal). See fool noun sense 
1 . 

thickness ► noun 0 the gateway is several feet 
in thickness width, breadth, depth, diameter. 
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Q several thicknesses of limestone layer, stratum, 
stratification, seam, vein; sheet, lamina 

thickset * adjective stocky, sturdy, heavily 
built, well built, chunky, burly, strapping, 
brawny, solid, heavy, hefty, beefy, meaty, Physi- 
ology pyknic 
-OPPOSITES slight 

thick-skinned * adjective insensitive, unfeel' 
ing, tough, impervious, hardened, case- 
hardened, informal hard-boiled 
-opposites sensitive 

thief ► noun robber, burglar, housebreaker, cat 
burglar, shoplifter, pickpocket, sneak thief, 
mugger, embezzler, swindler, criminal, villain, 
kleptomaniac, bandit, pirate, highwayman, in- 
formal crook, cracksman, Bnt rhyming slang tea 
leaf; poetic /literary brigand 

thieve ► verb steal, take, purloin, help oneself 
to. snatch, pilfer, embezzle, misappropriate, 
have one’s fingers/hand in the till, informal rob, 
swipe, nab, rip off, lift, ‘liberate’, ‘borrow’ , 
filch, snaffle, Bnt informal nick, pinch, half-inch, 
whip, knock off, nobble. N Amer informal heist, 
formal peculate. 

thievery ► noun. See thieving 

thieving ►noun theft, stealing, thievery, rob- 
bery. larceny, pilfering, burglary, shoplifting, 
embezzlement, formal peculation 

thin ►adjective Qa thin white line narrow, fine, 
attenuated 0 a thin cotton nightdress light 
weight, light, fine, delicate, floaty, flimsy, di- 
aphanous. gossamer, insubstantial, sheer, 
gauzy, filmy, chiffony, transparent, see- 
through 0a tall, thin woman slim, lean, slen- 
der, rangy, willowy, svelte, sylphlike, spare, 
slight, skinny, underweight, scrawny, sciaggy. 
bony, angular, raw-boned, hollow-cheeked, 
gaunt, as thin as a rake/reed, stick-like, skin 
and bone, emaciated, skeletal, wasted, pinched, 
undernourished, underfed, lanky, spindly, gan- 
gly, gangling, weedy, mfonnal anorexic, like a 
bag of bones; dated spindle-shanked, archaic 
starveling ©his thin grey hair sparse, scanty, 
wispy, thinning ©a bowl of thin soup ■ watery, 
weak, dilute, diluted, runny, sloppy, ©her thm 
voice weak, faint, feeble, small, soft; reedy, 
high-pitched, ©the plot is very thin insubstan 
tial, flimsy, slight, feeble, lame. poor, weak, 
tenuous, inadequate, insufficient, unconvin- 
cing, unbelievable, implausible 
-opposites thick, broad, fat, abundant 

► verb Qsome paint must he thinned down before use 
dilute, water down, weaken 0 the crowds were 
beginning to thin out. disperse, dissipate, scatter, 
become less dense/numerous, decrease, dimin- 
ish. dwindle. 

thing ► noun O the room was full of strange things 
object, article, item, artefact, commodity, de- 
vice, gadget, instrument, utensil, tool, imple- 
ment; entity, body, informal doodah, whatsit, 
whatchamacalUt, thingummy, thingy, thing- 
amabob, thmgamajig; Bnt informal gubbins; N 
Amer mfonnal doodad, dingus 0JT1 come back to- 
morrow to collect my things' belongings, posses- 
sions, stuff, property, worldly goods, (personal) 
effects, paraphernalia, bits and pieces, bits and 
bobs, luggage, baggage, bags, Law goods and 
chattels, mfonnal gear, junk; Bnt Infomial clobber, 
©his gardening things * equipment, apparatus, 
gear, kit, tackle, stuff; implements, tools, uten- 


sils; accoutrements Qf’ve got several things to do 
today activity, act, action, deed, undertaking, 
exploit, feat, task, job, chore ©J've got other 
things on my mind just now thought, notion, 
idea, concern, matter, worry, preoccupation 
©f keep remembering things he said, remark, 
statement, comment, utterance, observation, 
declaration, pronouncement O quite a few odd 
things happened, incident, episode, event, hap- 
pening, occurrence, phenomenon ©how are 
things with you? matters, affairs, circumstances, 
conditions, relations, state of affairs, situation, 
life ©one of the things I like about you is your opti- 
mism. characteristic, quality, attribute, prop- 
erty, trait, feature, point, aspect, facet 
© there's another thing you should know fact, 
piece of information, point, detail, particular, 
factor <D the thing is, I'm not sure if it’s what I 
want fact of the matter, fact, point, issue, 
problem ©you lucky thing f person, soul, crea- 
ture, wretch, informal devil, beggar, bastard 
(E)Dora developed a thing about noise phobia, 
fear, dislike, aversion, obsession, fixation, com- 
plex. neurosis, informal hang-up. bee in one’s 
bonnet ©she had a thing about men who wore 
glasses p enchant, preference, taste, inclination, 
partiality, predilection, soft spot, weakness, 
fancy, fondness, liking, love, fetish, obsession, 
fixation ra books aren't really my thing what 
one likes, what interests one, informal one’s cup 
of tea. one’s bag. what turns one on ©it’s the 
latest thing fashionable, m fashion, popular, all 
the rage, informal trendy, cool, big, hip, happen- 
ing 

think ► verb QI think he’s gone home believe, be 
of the opinion, be of the view, be under the 
impression, expect, imagine, anticipate, sur- 
mise, suppose, conjecture, guess, fancy, con- 
clude. determine, reason, informal reckon, figure, 
formal opine, archaic ween, ©his family was 
thought to be enormously rich deem, judge, hold, 
reckon, consider, presume, estimate, regard as, 
view as. QJack thought for a moment ponder, re- 
flect, deliberate, consider, meditate, contem- 
plate, muse, ruminate, be lost in thought, be 
in a brown study, brood, concentrate, rack 
one’s brains, informal put on one’s thinking cap. 
sleep on it, formal cogitate ©she thought of all 
the visits she had made to her father, recall, re- 
member, recollect, call to mind, think back to 
©she forced herself to think of how he must be feel- 
ing imagine, picture, visualize, envisage, dream 
about, fantasize about 

■ think totter of have second thoughts 
about, think twice about, think again about, 
change one’s mind about; reconsider, decide 
against; informal get cold feet about. 

■ think something ovor consider, contem- 
plate, deliberate about, weigh up, consider the 
pros and cons of, mull over, ponder, reflect on. 
muse on, ruminate on. 

■ think something up devise, dream up. 
come up with, invent, create, concoct, make 
up; hit on 

thinker ► noun theorist, ideologist, philoso- 
pher, scholar, savant, sage, intellectual, intel- 
lect. mind; informal brain. 

thinking ► adjwtiv* he seemed a thinking man: in- 
telligent, sensible, reasonable, rational; logic- 
al, analytical; thoughtful, reflective, meditative, 
contemplative, pensive, philosophical. 
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-opposites stupid, irrational. 

► noun the thinking behind the campaign, reasoning, 
idea(s), theory, thoughts, line of thought, phil- 
osophy. beliefs, opimon(s), view(s), position, 
judgement, assessment, evaluation. 

thin-skinned ► adjective sensitive, oversensi- 
tive. hypersensitive, easily upset/offended/ hurt, 
touchy, defensive 
-opposites insensitive 

third-rate ► adjective substandard, bad. infer- 
ior, poor, poor-quality, low-grade, inadequate, 
unsatisfactory, unacceptable, appalling, abys- 
mal, atrocious, awful, terrible, dreadftil, exe- 
crable, frightful, miserable, wretched, pitiful, 
jerry-built, shoddy, tinny, trashy, N Amer 
cheapjack, informal lousy, diabolical, rotten, dire, 
bum, crummy, rubbishy, Brit informal ropy, duff 
-opposites excellent 

thirst ► noun Qf need a drink— I’m dying of thirst 
thirstiness, dryness, dehydration. Medicine 
polydipsia, archaic drought ©his thirst for know- 
ledge craving, desire, longing, yearning, hun- 
ger, hankering, keenness, eagerness, lust, appe- 
tite. informal yen. itch, archaic appetency 

► verb she thirsted for power crave, want, covet, 
desire, hunger for, lust after, hanker after, 
have one’s heart set on. wish, long 

thirsty ► adjective O the boys were hot and thirsty 
longing for a drink, dry, dehydrated, informal 
parched, gasping, Brit informal spitting feathers, 
Austral / NZ informal spitting chips © the thirsty soil 
dry, and, dned up/out, as dry as a bone, 
parched, baked, desiccated ©she was thirsty for 
power eager, hungry, greedy, thirsting, crav- 
ing, longing, yearning, lusting, burning, desir- 
ous, hankering, informal itching, dying 
thom ► noun prickle, spike, barb, spine 
thomy * adjective Qdense thorny undergrowth 
prickly, spiky, barbed, spiny, sharp, technical 
spinose, spinous © the thomy subject of confiden- 
tiality problematic, tncky, ticklish, delicate, 
controversial, awkward, difficult, knotty, 
tough, taxing, trying, troublesome, compli- 
cated, complex, involved, intricate, vexed, infor- 
mal sticky 

thorough * adjective Qa thorough investigation 
rigorous, in-depth, exhaustive, thoroughgoing, 
minute, detailed, close, meticulous, methodic- 
al. careful, complete, comprehensive, full, ex- 
tensive. widespread, sweeping, all-embracmg, 
all-inclusive ©he is slow but thorough ■ meticu 
lous, scrupulous, assiduous, conscientious, 
painstaking, punctilious, methodical, careful, 
diligent, industrious, hard-working, ©t he child 
is being a thorough nuisance, utter, downright, 
thoroughgoing, absolute, complete, total, out- 
and-out, arrant, real, perfect, proper, sheer, un- 
qualified, unmitigated; Brit informal nght, 
Austral /NZ informal fair. 

-opposites superficial, cursory, careless, 
thoroughbred ►adjactlvt pure-bred, pedi- 
gree, pure, pure-blooded, 
thoroughfaro ► noun o the park is being used 
as a thoroughfare, through route, access route, 
Bnt informal rat run. © the teeming thoroughfares of 
central London, street, road, roadway, avenue, 
boulevard, main road, high road. A road, B 
road; N Amer highway, freeway, throughway 
thoroughly ► adverb ©we wiD investigate all 
complaints thoroughly, rigorously, in depth, ex- 


haustively. from top to bottom, minutely, 
closely, in detail, meticulously, scrupulously, 
assiduously, conscientiously, painstakingly, 
methodically, carefully, comprehensively, fully 
©she is thoroughly spoilt utterly, downright, 
absolutely, completely, totally, entirely, really, 
perfectly, positively, in every respect, through 
and through, informal plain, dean 
though * conjunction though she smiled bravely, 
she looked pale and tired although, even 
though/if. in spite of the fact that, despite the 
fact that, notwithstanding (the fact) that, for 
all that 

► adverb You can't always do that You can try, 
though nevertheless, nonetheless, even so, 
however, be that as it may, for all that, despite 
that, having said that, informal still and all 
thought ► noun © what are your thoughts on the 
matter 7 idea, notion, opinion, view, impression, 
feeling, theory, judgement, assessment, conclu- 
sion © he gave up any thought of taking a degree 
hope, aspiration, ambition, dream; intention, 
idea, plan, design, aim ©ft only took a moment’s 
thought thinking, contemplation, musing, pon- 
dering, consideration, reflection, introspection, 
deliberation, rumination, meditation, brooding, 
reverie, brown study, concentration, formal cogi- 
tation © have you no thought for others? compas 
sion, sympathy, care, concern, regard, solici- 
tude, empathy, consideration, understanding, 
sensitivity, thoughtfulness, chanty 
thoughtful ► adjective Qa thoughtful expression 
pensive, reflective, contemplative, musing, 
meditative, introspective, philosophical, ru- 
minative, absorbed, engrossed, rapt, preoccu- 
pied, deep/lost in thought, m a brown study, 
brooding, formal cogitative © how very thoughtful 
of you t considerate, canng. attentive, under- 
standing. sympathetic, solicitous, concerned, 
helpful, friendly, obliging, accommodating, 
neighbourly, unselfish, kind, compassionate, 
chantable 

-opposites vacant, inconsiderate 
thoughtless ►adjective ©I'm so sorry— how 
thoughtless of me inconsiderate, uncanng, in- 
sensitive. uncharitable, unkind, tactless, undip- 
lomatic, indiscreet, careless ©a few minutes of 
thoughtless pleasure unthinking, heedless, care- 
less. unmindful, absent-minded, injudicious, 
ill-advised, ill-considered, imprudent, unwise, 
foolish, silly, stupid, reckless, rash, precipitate, 
negligent, neglectful, remiss 
-opposites considerate, careful 
thousand ► cardinal numbar informal K, thou 
-related terms millenary, kilo-, milli- 
thrall ► noun power, clutches, hands, control, 
gnp, yoke, enslavement, subjection, subjuga- 
tion. tyranny 

thrash ► verb Qshe thrashed him across the head 
and shoulders’ hit, beat, strike, batter, thump, 
hammer, pound, rain blows on, assault, attack, 
cudgel, club, birch, informal wallop, belt, bash, 
whack, thwack, clout, clobber, slug, tan, biff, 
bop. sock, beat the living daylights out of, give 
someone a good hiding. © (informal) Newcastle 
were thrashed 8-1. See trounce ©he was thrash- 
ing around in pain’ flail, wnthe, thresh, jerk, 
toss, twist, twitch. 

■ thrash something out ©it's better if we can 
thrash out our difficulties first, resolve, settle, 
sort out, straighten out, iron out, clear up; talk 
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through, discuss, debate, air, ventilate ©they 
tried to thrash out an agreement work out, nego- 
tiate, agree on. bring about, hammer out, pro- 
duce, effect 

thread ►noun Qa needle and thread cotton, 
yam, filament, fibre © (poetic/ literary) the Thames 
was a thread of silver below them streak, strand, 
stnpe, line, stnp, seam, vein ©she lost the 
thread of the conversation train of thought, 
drift, direction, theme, motif, tenor, storyline, 
plot 

► verb ©he threaded the rope through a pulley pass, 
string, work, ease, push, poke ©she threaded 
her way through the tables weave one s way, inch 
one’s way, wind one’s way. squeeze one’s way, 
make one’s way 

threadbare ►adjective worn, well worn, old, 
thin, worn out, holey, moth-eaten, mangy, rag- 
ged, frayed, tattered, battered, decrepit, 
shabby, scruffy, unkempt, having seen better 
days, falling apart at the seams, falling to 
pieces, informal tatty, ratty, the worse for wear, 
N Amer informal raggedy 

throat ► noun © Maggie ignored his threats 
threatening remark, warning, ultimatum ©a 
possible threat to aircraft danger, penl, hazard, 
menace, risk © the company faces the threat of li- 
quidation proceedings possibility, chance, prob- 
ability, likelihood, nsk 

threaten ►verb ©how dare you threaten me > 
menace, intimidate, browbeat, bully, terrorize, 
make/issue threats to © these events could threat- 
en the stability of Europe endanger, be a danger/ 
threat to. jeopardize, imperil, put at risk, put 
in jeopardy ©the grey skies threatened snow her 
ald, bode, warn of, presage, augur, portend, 
foreshadow, be a harbinger of, indicate, point 
to. be a sign of. signal, spell, poetic I literary foreto- 
ken © as ram threatened, the party moved indoors 
seem likely, seem imminent, be on the hori- 
zon, be brewing, be gathering, be looming, be 
on the way, be impending, hang over someone 
threatening ► adjective ©a threatening letter 
menacing, intimidating, bullying, frightening, 
hostile, formal minatory © banks of threatening 
clouds ominous, sinister, menacing, dark, black, 
thunderous 

three ► cardinal number trio, threesome, triple, 
triad, trinity, troika, triumvirate, trilogy, trip- 
tych, trefoil, three-piece, tnplets 
—related terms triple, treble, ter-, tri- 
threesome ►noun trio, tnumvirate, tnad, 
trinity, troika, tnplets 

threnody ►noun lament, dirge, requiem, 
elegy, monody, Insh keen, Insh & Scottish coro- 
nach. 

threshold ► noun © the threshold of the church 
doorstep, doorway, entrance, entry, door, 
gate, gateway, portal ©the threshold of a new 
era start, beginning, commencement, bnnk, 
veige, dawn, inception, day one, opening, 
debut, informal kick-off. ©the human threshold of 
pain: lower limit, minimum, Psychology limen. 
-RELATED TERMS liminal. 

thrift ► noun frugality, economy, economizing, 
thriftiness, providence, prudence, good man- 
agement/husbandry, saving, scrimping and sav- 
ing, abstemiousness, parsimony, penny-pinch- 
ing 

-opposites extravagance. 


thriftless ►adjactiva extravagant, profligate, 
spendthrift, wasteful, improvident, imprudent, 
free-spending, prodigal, lavish, immoderate, ex- 
cessive, reckless, irresponsible. 

thrifty ► adjective frugal, economical, sparing, 
careful with money, provident, prudent, abste- 
mious, parsimonious, penny-pinching, N Amer 
forehanded 

-opposites extravagant 

thrill ► noun ©the thrill of jumping out of an aero- 
plane (feeling of) excitement, stimulation, 
pleasure, tingle, fun, enjoyment, amusement, 
delight, joy; informal buzz, lack, N Amer informal 
charge ©a thrill of excitement ran through her 
wave, rush, surge, flash, blaze, stab, dart, 
throb, tremor, quiver, flutter, shudder 
► verb ©his words thrilled her excite, stimulate, 
arouse, rouse, inspire, delight, exhilarate, in- 
toxicate, stir, electrify, galvanize, move, fire 
(with enthusiasm), fire someone’s imagination, 
informal give someone a buzz, give someone a 
kick, N Amer informal give someone a charge 
© he thrilled at the sound of her voice be/feel ex 
cited, tingle, informal get a buzz out of, get a 
kick out of, N Amer informal get a charge out of 
© shivers of anticipation thrilled through her rush, 
race, surge, course, flood, flow, wash, sweep, 
flash, blaze 
-opposites bore 

thrilling ► adjective exciting, stirring, action- 
packed, np-roanng, gripping, riveting, fascinat- 
ing, dramatic, hair-raising, rousing, stimulat- 
ing, moving, inspiring, inspirational, electrify- 
ing, heady, soul-stimng 
-opposites bonng 

thrive ► verb flourish, prosper, burgeon, 
bloom, blossom, do well, advance, make 
stndes, succeed, boom 
-opposites decline, wither 

thriving ►adjective flourishing, prosperous, 
prospering, growing, developing, burgeoning, 
blooming, healthy, successful, booming, profit- 
able, expanding, informal going strong 
-opposites monbund 

throat ► noun gullet, oesophagus, windpipe, 
trachea, maw, informal, dated the red lane, archaic 
throttle, gorge 

-related terms guttural, jugular 

throaty ►adjective gravelly, husky, rough, 
guttural, deep, thick, gruff, growly, growling, 
hoarse, croaky, croaking, rasping, raspy 
-opposites high-pitched. 

throb ► verb her arms and legs throbbed with tired- 
ness: pulsate, beat, pulse, palpitate, pound, 
thud, thump, drum, thrum, vibrate, pitter- 
patter, go pit-a-pat, quiver 
► noun the throb of the ship’s engines pulsation, 
beat, beating, pulse, palpitation, pounding, 
thudding, thumping, drumming, thrumming, 
pit-a-pat, pitter-patter. 

throes ►plural noun the throes of childbirth 
agony, pain, pangs, suffering, torture; poetic/ 
literary travail. 

■ In tho throos of in the middle of, m the pro- 
cess of. in the midst of, busy with, occupied 
with, taken up with/by, involved in; struggling 
with, wrestling with, grappling with. 

thrombosis ►noun blood clot, embolism, 
embolus, thrombus, infarction. 
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throne ► noun 0a golden throne seat ot state, 
royal seat 0 the tsar risked losing his throne sov 
ereign power, sovereignty, rule, dominion 

throng ► noun throngs of people blocked her wav 
crowd, horde, mass, multitude, host, army, 
herd, flock, drove, swarm, sea. troupe, pack, 
press, crush, collection, company, gathering, 
assembly, assemblage, congregation, informal 
gaggle, bunch, gang, archaic rout 

► verb Qthe pavements were thronged with tourists 
fill, crowd, pack, cram, jam Q people thronged 
to see the play flock, stream, swarm, troop 
©visitors thronged round him crowd, cluster, 
mill, swarm, congregate, gather. 

throttle ► verb ©he tried to throttle her choke, 
strangle, strangulate, garrotte 0 attempts to 
throttle the criminal supply of drugs suppress, in- 
hibit, stifle, control, restrain, check, contain, 
put a/the lid on, stop, put an end to, end, 
stamp out 

through ►preposition ©we drove through the 
tunnel into and out of, to the other/far side of, 
from one side to the other of 0 he got the job 
through an aavertisement by means of, by way of, 
by dint of, via, using, thanks to. by virtue of. as 
a result of, as a consequence of, on account of, 
owing to, because of ©he worked through the 
night throughout, all through, for the dur- 
ation of. until/to the end of 

► adverb © as soon as we opened the gate they came 
streaming through from one side to the other, 
from one end to another, in and out the other 
side 01 woke up, but Anthony slept through the 
whole time, all the time, from start to finish, 
without a break, without an interruption, non- 
stop, continuously, throughout 

► adjective a through tram direct, non-stop 

■ through and through in every respect, to 
the core, thoroughly, utterly, absolutely, com- 
pletely. totally, wholly, frilly, entirely, uncondi- 
tionally. unreservedly, altogether, out-and-out 

throughout ► preposition © it had repercussions 
throughout Europe all over, m every part of, 
everywhere in, all through, right through, all 
round ©Rose had generally been very fit through- 
out her life all through, all. for the duration 
of, for the whole of, until the end of 

throw ►verb ©she threw the ball baik hurl, 
toss, fling, pitch, cast, lob, launch, catapult, 
project, propel, bowl, informal chuck, heave, 
sling, bung, N Amer informal peg. Austral informal 
hoy; NZ informal bish. dated shy ©he threw the 
door open push, thrust, fling, bang, force ©a 
chandelier threw its light over the walls cast, send, 
give off. emit, radiate, project ©he threw an- 
other punch, deliver, give, land ©she threw a 
withering glance at him direct, cast, send, dart, 
shoot, ©the horse threw his ruder unseat, dis- 
lodge ©his question threw me disconcert, un- 
nerve, fluster, ruffle, agitate, discomfit, put off, 
throw off balance, discountenance, unsettle, 
confuse; informal rattle, faze, N Amar informal dis- 
combobulate ©the pots were thrown on a wheel * 
shape, form, mould, fashion, ©he threw a fare- 
well party for them give, host, hold, have, pro- 
vide, put on. lay on, arrange, organize. 

► noun ©we were allowed two throws each, lob, 
pitch; go; bowl, ball. 0 (informal) drinks are only 
£1 a throw: each, apiece, per item. 

■ throw something away ©she hated throwing 
old clothes away* discard, throw out, dispose of. 


get nd of. do away with, toss out, scrap, throw 
on the scrap heap, clear out, dump, jettison, in- 
formal chuck (away/out), ditch, bin, junk, get 
shut of; Bnt informal get shot of 0 Cambridge 
threw away a 15-0 lead squander, waste, fritter 
away, fail to exploit, lose, let slip, informal blow, 
throw something down the drain 

■ throw someone off shake off, get away 
from, escape, elude, give someone the slip, 
throw off the scent, dodge, lose 

■ throw someone out expel, eject, evict, 
dnve out, force out, oust, remove, get rid of, 
depose, topple, unseat, overthrow, bring down, 
overturn, dislodge, displace, supplant, show 
someone the door, banish, deport, exile, informal 
boot out, kick out. give someone the boot, Bnt 
informal turf out 

a throw something out © throw out food that's 
past its sell-by date See throw something away 
sense 1 ©his cost’ wus thrown out bv the magis- 
trate reject, dismiss, turn down, refuse, dis- 
allow, veto, informal give the thumbs down to 
©a thermal light bulb throws out a lot of heat ra 
diate. emit, give off. send out, diffuse 

■ throw someone over abandon, leave, des 
ert, discard, turn one’s back on, cast aside/off. 
jilt, break up with, finish with, leave in the 
lurch, leave high and dry, informal dump, ditch, 
chuck, drop, walk out on, run out on, leave 
flat, give someone the push/elbow, give some- 
one the big E, poetic /literary forsake 

■ throw up ( informal) See vomit verb sense 1 

■ throw something up give up. abandon, re- 
linquish. resign (from), leave, informal quit, 
chuck, pack in, Bnt informal jack in 

throwaway ► adjective © throwaway packaging 
disposable, non-returnable, biodegradable, 
photodegradable 0 throwaway remarks casual, 
passing, careless, unthinking, unstudied, un- 
considered, offhand 

thrust ► verb © she thrust her hands into her pock- 
ets shove, push, force, plunge, stick, dnve, 
propel, ram, poke 0/ame had been thrust on 
him force, foist, impose, inflict ©he thrust his 
way past her push, shove, force, elbow, shoul- 
der, barge 

► noun ©u hard thrust shove, push, lunge, poke 
Qa thrust by the Third Army advance, push, 
drive, attack, assault, onslaught, offensive, 
charge, sortie, foray, raid, sally, invasion, incur- 
sion © only one engine is producing thrust force, 
propulsive force, propulsion, power, impetus, 
momentum © the thrust of the speech gist, sub- 
stance, drift, burden, meaning, significance, 
signification, sense, theme, message, import, 
tenor 

thrusting ►adjective ambitious, pushy, force- 
ful, aggressive, assertive, self-assertive, full of 
oneself, determined, power-hungry 
-opposites meek 

thud ► noun & verb thump, clunk, clonk, crash, 
smack, bang, stomp, stamp, clump, clomp, infor- 
mal wham 

thug ► noun ruffian, lout, hooligan, bully boy. 
vandal, hoodlum, gangster, villain, criminal, in- 
formal tough, bruiser, heavy, hired gun; Bnt infor- 
mal rough, bovver boy, N Amer informal hood, 
goon. 

thumb ► noun technical pollex, opposable digit 

► verb ©he thumbed through his notebook: leaf, 
flick, flip, riffle, skim, browse, look ©his die- 
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tionanes were thumbed and ink-stained soil, mark, 
make dog-eared 0 he was thumbing his way 
across France hitch-hike, informal hitch, hitch/ 
thumb a lift 

■ all thumbs ( Brit informal) clumsy, awkward, 
maladroit, inept, unskilful, heavy-handed, inex- 
pert, informal butterfingered, cack-handed, ham- 
fisted, having two left feet, Bnt informal all fin- 
gers and thumbs. N Amer informal klutzy 

■ thumbs down { informal) rejection, refusal, 
veto, no. negation, rebuff, informal red light, 
knock-back. 

■ thumbs up ( informal) approval, seal of ap- 
proval, endorsement, permission, authoriza- 
tion, consent, yes, leave, authority, sanction, 
ratification, licence, dispensation, nod, assent, 
blessing, rubber stamp, clearance, informal go- 
ahead, OK, green light, say-so. 

thumbnail ► adjective concise, shoit, bnef, 
succinct, to the point, compact, crisp, short 
and sweet, quick, rapid, potted 

thump ► verb Qthe two men kicked and thumped 
him hit, strike, smack, cuff, punch, beat, 
thrash, batter, belabour, pound, pummel, box 
someone’s ears, informal whack, wallop, bash, 
biff, bop, lam. clout, clobber, sock, swipe, 
crown, beat the living daylights out of, give 
someone a (good) hiding, belt, tan, lay into, let 
someone have it, Bnt informal stick one on, 
slosh. N Amer informal slug, boff, poetic/ literary 
smite Qher heart thumped with fright throb, 
pound, thud, hammer, pulsate, pulse, pump, 
palpitate, race, beat heavily 

► noun Qa well-aimed thump on the jaw blow, 
punch, box. cuff, smack, thrashing, hiding, in- 
formal whack, thwack, wallop, bash, belt, biff, 
clout, swipe, Bnt informal slosh. N Amer informal 
boff, slug ©she put the box down with a thump 
thud, clunk, clonk, crash, smack, bang 

thumping ► adjective O the thumping beat of her 
heart thudding, pounding, throbbing, pulsat- 
ing, banging, hammering, drumming © (infor- 
mal) a thumping 64 per cent majority | a thumping 
victory enormous, huge, massive, vast, tremen- 
dous, substantial, prodigious, gigantic, giant, 
temfic, fantastic, colossal, immense, mam- 
moth, monumental, stupendous; emphatic, de- 
cisive, conclusive, striking, impressive, out- 
standing. notable, memorable, remarkable, 
extraordinary, resounding, phenomenal, informal 
whopping, thundering; Brit informal whacking 

► adverb ( informal) a thumping good read See very ad- 
vert) 

thunder ►noun Q thunder and lightning thun 
derclap, roll/rumble of thunder, crack/crash 
of thunder, poetic/ literary thunderbolt Qthe 
ceaseless thunder of the traffic ■ rumble, rumbling, 
boom, booming, roar, roaring, pounding, thud, 
thudding, crash, crashing, reverberation 

► verb © below me the surf thrashed and thundered 
rumble, boom, roar, pound, thud, thump, 
bang, resound, reverberate, beat Qhe thun- 
dered against the evils of the age rail, fulminate, 
inveigh, rage, condemn, denounce. Q'Answer 
me/' he thundered roar, bellow, bark, yell, 
shout, bawl, informal holler 

thundering ►adjective a thundering noise See 
thunderous. 

► adverb a thundering good read. See very adverb. 

thunderous ►adjective very loud, tumultu- 
ous, booming, roaring, resounding, reverberat- 


ing, reverberant, ringing, deafening, ear- 
splitting, noisy 

thunderstruck ► adjective astonished. 
amazed, astounded, staggered, surprised, star- 
tled. stunned, shocked, aghast, taken aback, 
dumbfounded, dumbstruck, stupefied, dazed, 
speechless, informal flabbergasted; Bnt informal 
gobsmacked, knocked for six 

thus ► adverb © the studio handled production, thus 
cutting its costs ■ consequently, as a conse- 
quence, in consequence, so, that being so, 
therefore, ergo, accordingly, hence, as a result, 
foi that reason, because of that, on that ac- 
count © legislation forbids such data being held 
thus like that, in that way, so. like so. 

■ thus far so far, (up) until now, up to now, 
up to this point, hitherto 

thwack ► verb (informal) hit, strike, slap, smack, 
cuff, punch, thump, beat, thrash, batter, bela- 
bour, pound, pummel, box someone’s ears, 
whip, flog, cane, informal whack, wallop, bash, 
biff, bop, lam, clout, clobber, sock, swipe, 
crown, beat the living daylights out of, give 
someone a (good) hiding, belt, tan, lay into, let 
someone have it, deck, floor, Bnt informal stick 
one on, slosh, N Amer informal slug, boff, poetic/ 
literary smite 

thwart ►verb foil, frustrate, baulk, stand m 
the way of. forestall, derail, dash; stop, check, 
block, prevent, defeat, impede, obstruct, snook- 
er. hinder, hamper, spike someone’s guns, infor- 
mal put paid to. put the kibosh on, do for, sty- 
mie, Bnt informal scupper, queer someone’s 
pitch 

-opposites facilitate 
tic ► noun twitch, spasm, jerk, tremor 
tick ►noun Qput a tick against the item of your 
choice mark, stroke, N Amer check, check 
mark. Qthe tick of his watch, ticking, tick-tock, 
click, clicking, tap. tapping Q(Bnt informal) I 
won’t be a tick moment, second, minute, bit, lit- 
tle while, instant, informal sec, jiffy, Bnt informal 
mo, two ticks 

► verb ©tick the appropriate box put a tick in/ 
against, mark, check off. indicate; N Amer 
check Ql could hear the clock ticking tick-tock, 
click, tap 

■ In a tick ( Bnt informal) (very) soon, in a sec- 
ond, in a minute, m a moment, in a trice, in a 
flash, shortly, any second, any minute, in no 
time (at all), N Amer momentarily, informal in a 
sec. m a jiffy, in two shakes (of a lamb’s tail), 
before you can say Jack Robinson, Bnt informal in 
two ticks, in a mo; N Amer informal in a snap. 
dated directly 

■ tick someone off (Bnt informal). See reprimand 
verb 

ticket ► noun ©can I see your ticket 7 pass, au- 
thorization, permit; token, coupon, voucher 
©a price ticket label, tag, sticker, tab, marker, 
docket 

tickle ►verb Qhe tried to tickle her under the 
chin, stroke, pet, chuck. Qhe found something 
that tickled his imagination: stimulate, interest, 
appeal to, arouse, excite. 0 the idea tickled Lewis • 
amuse, entertain, divert, please, delight; informal 
tickle someone pink. 

ticklish ► adjective difficult, problematic, 
tricky, delicate, sensitive, awkward, prickly, 
thorny, tough; vexed; informal sticky. 
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tide ► noun Q riups come up the nver with the tide 
tidal flow, ebb and flow, tidewater, ebb, cur- 
rent ©the tide of history course, movement, 
direction, trend, current, drift, run, turn, ten- 
dency, tenor 

■ tide someone over sustain, keep someone 
going, keep someone’s head above water, see 
someone through, keep the wolf from the 
door; help out, assist, aid 

tidings ► plural noun (poetic/ literary) news, infor- 
mation, intelligence, word, reports, notifica- 
tion, communication, the latest, informal info, 
the low down 

tidy ► adjective ©a tidy room neat, neat and 
tidy, as neat as a new pin, orderly, well or- 
dered. in (good) order, well kept, shipshape 
(and Bnstol fashion), in apple-pie order, im- 
maculate, spick and span, uncluttered, straight, 
tnm, spruce ©he's a very tidy person neat, 
tnm, spruce, dapper, well groomed, well 
turned out. organized, well organized, method- 
ical, meticulous, fastidious, informal natty ©(/n- 
formaf) a tidy sum large, sizeable, considerable, 
substantial, generous, significant, appreciable, 
handsome, respectable, decent, goodly, informal 
not to be sneezed at 
-opposites messy 

► verb ©I'd better tidy up the living room put in 
order, clear up. sort out, straighten (up), clean 
up. spruce up ©she tidied herself up in the bath - 
room groom oneself, spruce oneself up. fresh- 
en oneself up. smarten oneself up, informal titi- 
vate oneself 

tie ►verb ©they tied Max to a chair bind, tie up. 
tether, hitch, strap, truss, fetter, rope, chain, 
make fast, moor. lash, attach, fasten, fix, se- 
cure, join, connect, link, couple ©he bent to tie 
his shoelaces do up. lace, knot © women can feel 
tied by childcare responsibilities restrict, restrain, 
limit, tie down, constrain, trammel, confine, 
cramp, hamper, handicap, hamstring, encum- 
ber, shackle, inhibit, cramp someone’s style 
©a pay deal tied to a productivity agreement link. 
connect, couple, relate, join, marry, make con- 
ditional on, bind up with Qthey tied for second 
place draw, be equal, be even, be neck and 
neck 

► noun ©he tightened the ties of his robe lace, 
stnng, cord, fastening, fastener ©a collar and 
tie necktie, bow tie, stnng tie, Bnt bootlace tie 
Qfamily ties, bond, connection, link, relation- 
ship, attachment, affiliation, allegiance, friend- 
ship, kinship, interdependence Qpets can be a 
tremendous tie restriction, constraint, curb, 
limitation, restraint, hindrance, encumbrance, 
handicap, obligation, commitment Q there was 
a tie for first place * draw, dead heat, deadlock 
Q(Bnt ) Turkey's World Cup tie against Holland 
match, game, contest, fixture, event 

■ tie someone down she was afraid of being tied 
down See tie vert) sense 3 

■ tie In be consistent, tally, agree, be in agree- 
ment, accord, concur, fit in, harmonize, be in 
tune, dovetail, correspond, match, informal 
square; N Amer informal jibe 

■ tie someone/something up © robbers tied 
her up and ransacked her home bind, bind hand 
and foot, fasten together, truss (up), fetter, 
cham up. ©he is tied up in meetings all morning’ 
occupy, engage, keep busy ©they were anxious 
to tie up the contract: finalize, conclude, com- 


plete, finish off, seal, set the seal on, settle, se- 
cure, clinch, informal wrap up 

tie-in ► noun connection, link, association, cor- 
relation, tie-up, interrelation, relationship, rela- 
tion, interconnection, parallel, similarity 

tier ► noun © tiers of empty seats row, rank, 
bank, line, layer, level ©the most senior tier of 
management grade, gradation, echelon, rung 
on the ladder 

tiff ► noun ( informal ) quarrel, squabble, argu- 
ment, disagreement, fight, falling-out. differ- 
ence of opinion, dispute, wrangle, altercation, 
contretemps, disputation, shouting match, infor- 
mal slanging match, run-in, spat, set-to, Bnt infor- 
mal barney, row, bust-up 

tight ► adjective Qa tight grip firm, fast, secure, 
fixed, clenched © the rope was pulled tight taut, 
rigid, stiff, tense, stretched, strained ©tight 
jeans tight-fitting, close-fitting, narrow, figure- 
hugging, skintight, informal sprayed on ©a tight 
moss of fibres compact, compacted, compressed, 
dense, solid ©a tight space small, tiny, nar- 
row, limited, restricted, confined, cramped, 
constricted, uncomfortable ©the joint will be 
perfectly tight against petrol leaks impervious, im- 
penetrable, sealed, sound, hermetic, water- 
tight. airtight © tight limits on the use of pesti- 
cides strict, rigorous, stringent, tough, ngid, 
firm, uncompromising ©he’s m a tight spot dif 
ficult, tricky, delicate, awkward, problematic, 
worrying, precarious, informal sticky, Bnt mfonnal 
dodgy ©a tight piece of writing succinct, con- 
cise, pithy, incisive, crisp, condensed, well 
structured, to the point ©a tight race close, 
even, evenly matched, well matched, hard- 
fought. neck and neck CD money is a bit tight 
just now limited, restricted, in short supply, 
scarce, depleted, diminished, low, inadequate, 
insufficient (© ( informal) he's tight with hts money 
mean, miserly, parsimonious, niggardly, close- 
fisted. penny-pinching, cheese-paring, Scrooge- 
like, close, informal stingy, tight-fisted, N Amer in- 
formal cheap, formal penurious, archaic near 
(mfonnaf) he came home tight from the pub See 
drunk adjective 

-opposites slack, loose, generous 

tighten ► verb © I tightened up the screws make 
tighter, make fast, screw up ©he tightened hts 
grip strengthen, make stronger, harden ©she 
tightened the rope tauten, make/draw taut, 
make/draw tight, stretch, strain, stiffen, tense 
©he tightened his lips narrow, constrict, con- 
tract, compress, screw up, pucker, purse, N 
Amer squmch © security in the area has been 
tightened up increase, make stricter, toughen 
up, heighten, scale up 
-opposites loosen, slacken, relax 

tight-fisted ► adjective ( informal) mean, miserly, 
parsimonious, niggardly, close-fisted, penny- 
pinching, cheese-paring, Scroogelike, close, in- 
formal stingy, tight, N Amer informal cheap, formal 
penurious, archaic near. 

-opposites generous 

tight-lipped ►adjective reticent, uncommu- 
nicative, unforthcoming, playing one’s cards 
close to one’s chest, close-mouthed, silent, taci- 
turn; informal mum. 

-opposites forthcoming 

till 1 ► preposition & conjunction he stayed till 7 | III 
stay here till you get back. See until senses 1, 2 


till | time 
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till* ► noun she counted the money in the till’ cash 
register, cash box, cash drawer, strongbox, 
checkout, cash desk 

till 3 ►vtfb he went back to tilling the land culti 
vate, work, farm, plough, dig, turn over, pre- 
pare 

tilt ► verb O the ground seemed to tilt slope, tip, 
lean, list, bank, slant, incline, pitch, cant, car- 
een, angle Q(histoncaf) he tilts at his prey 
charge, rush, run, lunge, thrust, jab. 0 {histone* 
a/) knights tilting at a tournament joust, tourney, 
enter the lists, contend, spar, fight 

► noun O a tilt of some 45°' slope, list, camber, 
gradient, bank, slant, incline, pitch, cant, 
bevel, angle Q(histoncaf) knights would take part 
in a tilt joust, tournament, tourney, lists, com 
bat. contest, fight, duel 0 another tilt at the 
European Cup attempt, bid, informal go, crack, 
shot 

■ (at) full tilt O they charged full tilt down the 
side of the hill (at) full speed, (at) full pelt, as 
fast as one's legs can carry one, at a gallop, 
helter-skelter, headlong, pell-mell, at break- 
neck speed, informal hell for leather, at the 
double, a mile a minute, like the wind, like a 
bat out of hell, like a scalded cat. like (greased) 
lightning, Bnt informal like the clappers, at a rate 
of knots, like billy-o, N Amer informal lickety- 
split, poetic /literary apace © the marketing blitz has 
raged at Jull tilt for some time now with great 
force, with full force, full blast, with all the 
stops out, all out, with a vengeance, informal like 
crazy, like mad 

timber ► noun O houses built of Umber wood, N 
Amer lumber ©t he timbers of wrecked ships 
beam, spar, plank, batten, lath, board, joist, rat- 
ter 

timbre ► noun tone, sound, sound quality, 
voice, voice quality, colour, tone colour, tonal 
lty, resonance 

time ► noun ©what time is it? hour, dated 
o'clock ©late at ntght was the best time to leave 
moment, point (in time), occasion, hour, min 
ute, second, instant, juncture, stage ©he 
worked there for a time while, spell, stretch, 
stmt, span, season, interval, period (of time), 
length of time, duration, run, space, phase, 
stage, term, Bnt informal patch © the time of the 
dinosaurs era, age, epoch, penod, years, days, 
generation, date ©J’ve known a lot of women in 
my time lifetime, life, life span, days, time on 
earth, existence, threescore years and ten. 0 he 
had been a professional actor in his time heyday, 
day, best days/years, pnme © times are hard at 
the moment, conditions, circumstances, life, 
state of affairs, experiences Q tunes in waltz 
time rhythm, tempo, beat; metre, measure, ca- 
dence, pattern 

-related terms chronological, temporal. 

► verb the meeting was timed for three o’clock: sched 
ule, set, set up, arrange, organize, fix, fix up, 
book, line up. slot in, pre-arrange, timetable, 
plan. N Amer slate 

■ ahead of tlma early, m good time, with 
time to spare, in advance 

■ ahaad of one's/its tlma revolutionary, 
avant-garde, futuristic, innovatory, innovative, 
trailblazing, pioneering, ground-breaking, ad- 
vanced. 

■ all tha tlma constantly, the entire time* 
around the clock, day and night, night and 


day, (morning, noon, and night}, {day in, day 
out}, at all times, always, without a break, 
ceaselessly, endlessly, incessantly, perpetually, 
permanently, interminably, contmuously, con- 
tinually, eternally, unremittingly, remorseless- 
ly, relentlessly, N Amer without surcease, infor- 
mal 24-7 

■ at ona tlma formerly, previously, once, in 
the past, at one point, once upon a time, time 
was when, m days/times gone by, in times 
past, in the (good) old days, long ago; poetic j 
literary in days/times of yore; archaic erstwhile, 
whilom 

■ at tha sama tlma O they arrived at the same 
U me simultaneously, at the same instant/ 
moment, together, all together, as a group, at 
once, at one and the same time, in unison, in 
concert, in chorus, as one ©i can’t really ex- 
plain it, but at the same ti me I’m not convinced 
nonetheless, even so, however, but, still, yet, 
though, in spite of that, despite that, be that as 
it may, for all that, that said, notwithstanding, 
regardless, anyway, anyhow, informal still and 
all 

■ at times occasionally, sometimes, from 
time to time, now and then, every so often, 
once in a while, on occasion, ofl and on. at 
intervals, periodically, sporadically 

■ behind time late, behind, behind schedule, 
behindhand, running late, overdue 

■ behind the times old-fashioned, out of 
date, outmoded, outdated, dated, old. pass£, in- 
formal square, not with it, out of the ark, N 
Amer informal horse-and-buggy, clunky 

■ for the time being for now, for the mo- 
ment, for the present, m the intenm, for the 
nonce, m/for the meantime, in the meanwhile, 
for a short time, briefly, temporarily, provision- 
ally. pro tern, informal for the minute 

■ from time to time occasionally, some- 
times, now and then, every so often, once m a 
while, on occasion, off and on. at intervals, 
periodically, sporadically 

■ in no time (very) soon, in a second, in a mi- 
nute, in a moment, in a tnce, in a flash, short- 
ly, any second, any minute (now), N Amer mo- 
mentarily, informal in a sec, in a jiffy, in two 
shakes (of a lamb’s tail), before you can say 
Jack Robinson, Bnt informal in a tick, in two 
ticks, m a mo, N Amer informal m a snap, dated 
directly. 

■ In good time punctually, on time, early, 
with time to spare, ahead of time/schedule 

■ In time O f came back in time for the party 
early enough, in good time, punctually, on 
time, not too late, with time to spare, on 
schedule. © m time, she forgot about it eventual 
ly, in the end, in due course, by and by, final- 
ly, one day, some day, sometime, sooner or 
later 

■ many a time frequently, regularly, often, 
very often, all the time, habitually, customar- 
ily. routinely; again and again, time and again, 
over and over again, repeatedly, recurrently, 
continually; N Amer oftentimes; poetic/ literary oft, 
oft-times 

■ on time punctually, in good time, to/on 
schedule, when expected; informal on the dot, 
bang on time 

■ time after time repeatedly, frequently, 
often, again and again, over and over (again), 
time and (time) again, many times, many a 
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time, persistently, recurrently, constantly, con- 
tinually; N Amer oftentimes, poetic/ literary oft, 
oft-times. 

time-honoured ► *dj#ctfvt traditional, es- 
tablished, long-established. long-standing, 
long-lived, age-old. endunng, lastmg, tried and 
tested 

timeless ► adj#ctiv« lasting, endunng, classic, 
ageless, permanent, perennial, abiding, unfail- 
ing, unchanging, unvarying, never-changing, 
changeless, unfadmg. unending, undying, 
deathless, immortal, eternal, everlasting, im- 
mutable 

-opposites ephemeral 

timely ► adjective opportune, well timed, at 
the nght time, convenient, appropriate, expe- 
dient. seasonable, felicitous 
-opposites ill-timed 

timetable ► noun a bus timetable | I have a very 
Jull timetable schedule, programme, agenda, 
calendar, list, itinerary 

► verb German lessons were timetabled on Wednesday 
schedule, set, arrange, organize, fix. time, line 
up, N Amer slate 

tlme-WOm ► adjective Qthe carpet was old and 
time-worn worn out. worn, well worn, old, tat- 
tered. battered, dog-eared, shabby, having seen 
better days, informal tatty 0 time-worn fates old, 
aged, weathered, lined, wrinkled, hoary Qa 
time-w'om aphorism hackneyed, tnte, banal, 
platitudinous, cliched, stock, conventional, un- 
original, overused, overworked, tired, stale, in- 
formal old hat 
-opposites new, fresh 

timid ► adjective easily frightened, fearful, 
afraid, faint-hearted, timorous, nervous, scared, 
frightened, cowardly, pusillanimous, lily- 
livered, spineless, shy, diffident, self-effacing, 
informal wimpish, wimpy, chicken, gutless 
-OPPOSITES bold 

timorous ► adjective. See timid 

tincture ► noun O tincture of iodine solution, 
suspension, infusion, elixir 0a tincture of bit- 
terness trace, note, tinge, touch, suggestion, 
hint, bit, element, suspicion, soup^on 
tinge ► verb O a mass of white blossom tinged with 
pmk tint, colour, stain, shade, wash Qhis opti- 
mism is tinged with realism influence, affect, 
touch, flavour, colour, modify 

► noun Q the light had a blue tinge to it tint, col- 
our, shade, tone, hue 0 a tinge of cynicism 
trace, note, touch, suggestion, hint, bit, scin- 
tilla, savour, flavour, element, streak, vein, sus- 
picion, soup^on, tincture 

tingle ► verb her flesh still tingled from the shock 
prickle, sting, tremble, quiver, shiver. 

► noun she felt a tingle of anticipation prickling, tin- 
gling. pricking, sting, stinging; tremor, thnil, 
quiver, shiver, goose pimples. N Amer goose- 
bumps 

tinker ► vorb a workman was tinkering with the en- 
gine: fiddle with, adjust, try to mend, play 
about with; tamper with, interfere with, mess 
about with, meddle with, informal rearrange the 
deckchairs on the Titanic, Brit informal muck 
about with. 

tinkle ^vtib Qthe bell tinkled, ring, jingle, jan- 
gle, chime, peal. ding, ping Qcool water tinkled 
in the stone fountain splash, purl, babble, bur- 


time-honoured | tippler 


ble; poetic /literary plash 

► noun Qthe tinkle of the doorbell ring, chime, 
peal, ding, ping, jingle, jangle, tintinnabula- 
tion e the faint tinkle of water, splash, purl, 
babble, burble, poetic /literary plash Q(Bnt informal) 
I'll give them a tinkle • telephone call, phone 
call, call, informal buzz, Brit informal ring, bell. 

tinny ► adjective Q tinny music jangly, jangling, 
jingling, jingly 0 a tinny little car cheap, 
cheapjack, poor-quality, inferior, low-grade, 
gimcrack, shoddy, jerry-built, informal tacky, 
tatty, rubbishy 

tinsel ► noun the tinsel of Hollywood ostenta 
tion, showiness, show, glitter, flamboyance, 
gaudiness, attractiveness, glamour, informal 
flashiness, glitz, glitzmess, razzle-dazzle, razz- 
matazz 

► adjective tinsel stardom ostentatious, showy, 
glittering, flamboyant, gaudy, informal flash, 
flashy, over the top, OTT, glitzy, ntzy, N Amer 
informal superfly 

tint ► noun O the sky was taking on an apricot tint 
shade, colour, tone, hue, tinge, cast, tincture, 
flush, blush 0u hair tint dye, colourant, col- 
ouring, wash, highlights, lowlights 
tiny ► adjective minute, minuscule, microscopic, 
very small, little, mini, diminutive, miniature, 
scaled down, baby. toy. dwarf, pygmy. Lillipu- 
tian, Scottish wee, informal teeny, teeny-weeny, 
teensy, teensy-weensy, itsy-bitsy, eensy, eensy- 
weensy, tiddly, pint-sized, Bnt informal titchy, N 
Amer informal little-bitty 
-opposites huge 

tip 1 ► noun O the tip of the spear point, end. ex- 
tremity. head, sharp end, spike, prong, tine, 
mb ©the tips of the mountains peak, point, top, 
summit, apex, crown, crest, pinnacle Qthe 
sticks have tips fitted to protect them cap, cover, 
ferrule 

► verb mountains tipped with snow cap, top, crown 
tip 2 ► verb O the boat tipped over overturn, turn 

over, topple (over), fall (over), keel over, cap- 
size, turn turtle, Nautical pitchpole ©a whale 
could tip over a small boat upset, overturn, top- 
ple over, turn over, knock over, push over, 
upend, capsize, informal roll, archaic overset 
0 the car tipped to one side lean, tilt, list, slope, 
bank, slant, incline, pitch, cant, heel, careen 
Qshe tipped the water into the trough, pour, 
empty, drain, unload, dump, discharge, decant 

► noun (Bnt ) rubbish must be taken to the tip dump, 
rubbish dump, Canadian nuisance grounds 

tip* ►noun Qa generous tip gratuity, bak- 
sheesh, present, gift, reward; Bnt informal dropsy 
0 useful tips piece of advice, suggestion, word 
of advice, pointer, recommendation, clue, hint, 
informal wnnkle, tip-off 

tip-off ► noun ( informal ) piece of information, 
warning, lead, forewarning, hint, clue, advice, 
information, notification, 
tipple ► vorb boys discovered tippling were pun- 
ished • drink alcohol, drink, informal booze, wet 
one’s whistle, hit the bottle, take to the bottle. 
Brit informal bevvy, N Amer informal bend one’s 
elbow, archaic tope 

► noun ( informal) their favourite tipple was claret al 
coholic drink, drink, liquor; informal booze, poi- 
son. 

tippler ► noun drinker, imbiber; alcoholic, 
drunk, drunkard, dipsomaniac, inebriate, sot. 
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informal boozer, alky, lush, barfly, sponge, dipso, 
wino. soak, Austral /NZ informal hophead; archaic 
toper 

-opposites teetotaller 

tipsy ► adjective merry, mellow, slightly drunk, 
Bnt informal tiddly, squiffy 
-opposites sober 

tirade ► noun diatribe, harangue, rant, on- 
slaught, attack, polemic, denunciation, broad- 
side, fulmination, condemnation, censure, criti- 
cism, tongue-lashing; informal blast, poetic/ literary 
philippic 

tire ► verb O the ascent grew steeper and he began 
to tire get tired, weaken, grow weak, flag, 
droop © the journey had tired him fatigue, tire 
out. exhaust, wear out, drain, weary, wash out, 
overtire, enervate, informal knock out, take it 
out of, do in, fag out, wear to a frazzle, Brit in- 
formal knacker 0 they tired of his difficult behav- 
iour weary, get tired, get sick, get bored, infor- 
mal get fed up, have had something up to here 

tirod ► adjective Q you're just tired from travelling 
exhausted, worn out, weary, fatigued, dog- 
tired, bone-tired, ready to drop, drained, ener- 
vated, jaded, informal done in, all in, dead beat, 
shattered, bushed, knocked out, wiped out. 
bushwhacked, Brit informal knackered, whacked 
(out), jiggered. N Amer informal pooped, tuckered 
out, Austral /NZ informal stonkered ©are you tired 
of having him here? bored with/by, weary of, sick 
(and tired) of. informal fed up with, up to here 
with © tired jokes hackneyed, overused, over- 
worked, worn out, stale, cliched, hoary, stock, 
stereotyped, predictable, unimaginative, unori- 
ginal. uninspired, dull, bonng. routine, informal 
old hat, corny, played out 
-opposites energetic, lively, fresh 

tiredness ►noun fatigue, weariness, exhaus- 
tion, enervation, inertia, sleepiness, drowsi- 
ness, somnolence 
-opposites energy 

tireless ► adjective vigorous, energetic, indus- 
trious, determined, enthusiastic, keen, zealous, 
spinted, dynamic, dogged, tenacious, persever- 
ing, stout, untiring, unwearying, indefatigable, 
unflagging 
-opposites lazy 

tiresome ► adjective boring, dull, tedious, 
wearisome, wearing, uninteresting, uneventful, 
humdrum, annoying, irritating, trying, irk- 
some, vexatious, troublesome; informal aggravat- 
ing. pesky. 

-opposites interesting, pleasant 

tiring ► adjective exhausting, wearying, taxing, 
fatiguing, wearing, enervating, draining; hard, 
heavy, arduous, strenuous, onerous, uphill, de- 
manding, gruelling, informal killing, murderous, 
Bnt informal knackering 

tissue ►noun Q living tissue: matter, material, 
substance, flesh. Ga box of tissues, paper hand- 
kerchief, paper towel, trademark Kleenex. 0 a 
tissue of lies web, network, nexus, complex, 
mass, set. senes, chain 

titanic ►adjective huge, great, enormous, gi- 
gantic, massive, colossal, monumental, mam- 
moth, immense, tremendous, terrific, mighty, 
stupendous, prodigious, gargantuan, Hercu- 
lean; informal humongous, whopping, thumping, 
mega; Bnt informal whacking, ginormous 


titbit ► noun O tasty titbits delicacy, tasty mor- 
sel, dainty, bonne bouche, treat; snack, nibble, 
savoury, appetizer, informal goody, N Amer tidbit 
© a fascinating titbit piece of gossip, bit of 
scandal, piece of information. 

tit for tat ► noun retaliation, reprisal, 
counter-attack, counterstroke, comeback, re- 
venge, vengeance, retribution, an eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a tooth, as good as one gets, 
payback, informal a taste of someone’s own 
medicine 

titillate ► verb arouse, excite, tantalize, stimu- 
late, stir, thnil, interest, attract, fascinate, infor- 
mal turn on 
-opposites bore 

titillating ► adjective arousing, exciting, 
stimulating, sexy, thrilling, provocative, tantal- 
izing, interesting, fascinating, suggestive, sal- 
acious, lund; Bnt mfomrial saucy 
-opposites bonng 

titivate ► verb ( mfonnal) she titivated herself in 
front of the hall mirror groom, smarten (up), 
spruce up, freshen up, preen, pnmp. pnnk, 
tidy, arrange, informal doll up. tart up, N Amer in- 
formal gussy up 

title ► noun O the title of the book name © the 
cartoon title caption, legend, inscnption, label, 
heading, sub-headmg. credit ©the company 
publishes 400 titles a year publication, work, 
book, newspaper, paper, magazine, penodical 
O the title of Duke of Marlboi'ough designation, 
name, form of address, epithet, style, rank, of- 
fice, position, mfonnal moniker, handle, formal ap- 
pellation, denomination See list at ruler ©an 
Olympic title championship, crown, first place, 
laurels, bays. palm, ©the vendor is obliged to 
prove his title to the land ownership, proprietor- 
ship, possession, holding, freehold, entitle- 
ment, nght, claim 

► verb a policy paper titled ‘law and Order ’ call, en- 
title, name, dub, designate, style, term, fonnal 
denominate 

titter ►verb & noun giggle, snigger, snicker, 
tee-hee, chuckle, laugh, informal chortle 

tittle ► noun. See iota 

tittle-tattle ► noun she would never listen to 
tittle-tattle gossip, rumours), idle talk, hearsay, 
whispers, titbits, scandal, informal dirt, buzz, Bnt 
informal goss, N Amer informal scuttlebutt 

► verb he was tittle-tattling all over the village, gos- 
sip, spread rumours, spread gossip, tattle, talk, 
whisper, tell tales 

titular ►adjective Qthe titular head of a univer- 
sity. nominal, in title/name only, ceremonial, 
token, puppet, ©the work's titular song' eponym- 
ous, identifying. 

toad ► noun. See list at amphibian. 
toadstool ► noun. See list at fungus 

toady ► noun a conniving little toady sycophant, 
fawner, flatterer, creep, crawler, lickspittle, in- 
formal bootlicker, yes-man; archaic toad-eater. 

► verb she imagined him toadying to his rich clients. 
grovel to. ingratiate oneself with, be obsequi- 
ous to, kowtow to, pander to. crawl to. truckle 
to, bow and scrape to. dance attendance on, 
cuny favour with, make up to, fawn on/over; 
informal suck up to. lick someone's boots, butter 
up. 
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toast ► noun Q he raised his glass in a toast trib 
ute, salute, salutation, archaic pledge ©He was 
the toast of the West End darling, favourite, pet, 
heroine, hero, talk, Bnt informal blue-eyed boy/ 
girl, N Amer informal fair-haired boy/girl 

► verb ©she toasted her hands in front of the fire 
warm (up), heat, heat (up), ©we toasted the 
couple with champagne drink (to) the health of, 
dnnk to. salute, honour, pay tribute to, archaic 
pledge 

today ► adverb © the work must he finished today 
this (very) day, this morning, this afternoon, 
this evening ©the complex tasks demanded of 
computers today nowadays, these days, at the 
present time, in these times, m this day and 
age. now. currently, at the moment, at present, 
at this moment in time, in the present climate, 
N Amer presently 

toddle ► varb ©the child toddled towards him 
totter, teeter, wobble, falter, waddle, stumble 
© (informal) I toddled down to the quay amble, pot- 
ter, wander, meander, stroll, saunter, informal 
mosey, tootle, N Amer informal putter 

to-do ► noun ( informal) commotion, fuss, ado, ex- 
citement, agitation, bother, stir, palaver, confu- 
sion, disturbance, brouhaha, uproar, furore, 
storm in a teacup, much ado about nothing, in- 
formal hoo-ha, ballyhoo, kerfuffle, song and 
dance, performance, pantomime, Bnt informal 
cany-on, N Amer informal fuss and feathers 

together ► adverb © friends who work together 
with each other, m conjunction, jointly, in co- 
operation. m collaboration, m partnership, m 
combination, in league, side by side, hand in 
hand, shoulder to shoulder, cheek by jowl, in 
collusion, hand in glove, informal in cahoots 
©they both spoke together simultaneously, at 
the same time, at one and the same time, at 
once, all together, as a group, in unison, m 
concert, m chorus, as one. with one accord ©i 
was not able to get up for days together in succes 
sion, in a row, at a time, successively, consecu- 
tively, running, straight, on end, one after the 
other, continuously, without a break, without 
interruption, informal on the trot 
-opposites separately 

► adjective (informal) a very together young woman See 
level-headed 

toil ► verb ©she toiled all night work hard, la- 
bour, exert oneself, slave (away), grind away, 
strive, work one’s fingers to the bone, work 
like a Trojan/slave, keep one’s nose to the 
grindstone, informal slog away, plug away, peg 
away, beaver away, work one’s guts out, work 
one’s socks off, sweat blood, Bnt informal graft. 
poetic /literary travail, archaic moil ©she began to 
toil up the cliff path struggle, trudge, tramp, 
traipse, slog, plod, trek, footslog, drag oneself, 
Bnt informal yomp, N Amer informal schlep. 
-oppositbs rest, relax. 

► noun a life of toil hard work, labour, exertion, 
slaving, drudgery, effort, industry, {blood, 
sweat, and tears); informal slog, elbow grease, 
Bnt informal graft; poetic /literary travail; archaic moil 

toilet ► noun ©he had to go to the toilet, lav 
atory, WC. water closet, (public) convenience, 
cloakroom, powder room, unnal, pnvy, latrine, 
jakes; N Amer washroom, bathroom, rest room, 
men's/ladies’ room, commode, comfort station; 
Nautical head; infernal little girls’/boys’ room, 
smallest room; Bnt internal loo, bog, the Ladies, 


the Gents, khazi, lav, N Amer mfonnal can, John, 
Austral /NZ informal dunny; archaic closet, garde- 
robe ©she had always taken a long time over her 
toilet washing, bathing, showering, grooming, 
dressing, make-up, formal or humorous ablutions, 
dated toilette 

tolls ► plural noun (poetic /literary) trap, net, snare 

tokon ► noun © a token of our appreciation sym 
bol, sign, emblem, badge, representation, indi- 
cation, mark, manifestation, expression, 
pledge, demonstration, recognition, evidence, 
proof © he kept the menu as a token of their gold - 
en wedding memento, souvenir, keepsake, re 
minder, remembrance, memorial e« book 
token voucher, coupon ©a telephone token 
counter, disc, jetton, chip, piece, man 

► adjective ©a one-day token strike symbolic, em- 
blematic, indicative, peppercorn ©the practue 
now meets only token resistance perfunctory, 
slight, nominal, minimal, minor, mild, superfi- 
cial, inconsequential 

tolerable ► adjective ©a tolerable noise level 
bearable, enduiable. supportable, acceptable 
©he had a tolerable voice fairly good, passable, 
adequate, all right, acceptable, satisfactory, not 
(too) bad, average, fair, mediocre, middling, or- 
dinary, indifferent, unremarkable, unexcep- 
tional, informal OK, so-so, nothing to write home 
about, no great shakes 
-opposites unacceptable 

tolerance ► noun ©an attitude of tolerance to- 
wards other people acceptance, toleration, 
open-mindedness, broad-mindedness, forbear- 
ance. liberality, liberalism, patience, chanty, 
indulgence, understanding ©the plant's toler- 
ance of pollution endurance, resilience, resist- 
ance, immunity ©a 1% maximum tolerance in 
measurement deviation, vanation, play, inaccur- 
acy, imprecision 

tolerant ►adjective open-minded, forbeanng, 
broad-minded, liberal, unprejudiced, unbiased, 
patient, long-suftenng, understanding, chant- 
able. lenient, indulgent, permissive, free and 
easy, easy-going, lax 
-opposites intolerant 

tolerate ►verb ©a regime unwilling to tolerate 
serious dissent allow, permit, condone, accept, 
swallow, countenance, formal brook, archaic suf- 
fer ©he couldn't tolerate her moods any longer 
endure, put up with, bear, take, stand, sup- 
port, stomach, informal hack, abide, Bnt informal 
stick, wear, be doing with 

toleration* ► noun acceptance, tolerance, en- 
durance, forbearance, liberality, open-minded- 
ness, broad-mindedness, liberalism, patience, 
chanty, indulgence, understanding 

toll 1 ► noun © a motorway toll charge, fee, pay- 
ment, levy, tanff, tax ©the toll of dead and in- 
jured number, count, tally, total, sum total, 
grand total, sum, record, list, listing ©the toll 
on the environment has been high adverse ef 
fect(s), detnment, harm, damage, mjuiy, hurt, 
cost. pnee. loss, disadvantage, suffenng, pen- 
alty 

toll 2 ► verb I heard the beU toll ring (out), chime, 
strike, peal, sound, clang, resound, reverberate, 
poetic /literary knell 

tomb ►noun burial chamber, sepulchre, irtau- 
soleum, vault, crypt, undercroft, catacomb; 
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last/final resting place, grave, barrow, bunal 
mound, historical charnel house 
-rejated terms sepulchral 

tombstone ►noun gravestone, headstone, 
stone, memorial, monument 

tome ►noun volume, book, work, opus, publi- 
cation, title 

tomfoolery ►noun silliness, fooling around, 
clowning, capers, antics, pranks, tricks, buf- 
foonery, skylarking, nonsense, horseplay, mis- 
chief. foolishness, foolery, informal larks, shenan- 
igans 

tone ►noun ©the tone of the tuba timbre. 
sound, sound quality, voice, voice quality, col- 
our, tone colour, tonality © his friendly tone in- 
tonation. tone of voice, modulation, accentu- 
ation ©the somewhat impatient tone of his letter 
mood, air, feel, flavour, note, attitude, charac- 
ter, temper, tenor, vein, drift, gist Qa dialling 
tone note, signal, beep, bleep ©tones of prim- 
rose, lavender, and rose shade, colour, hue, tint, 
tinge 

► verb the caramel shirt toned well with her cream 
shrt harmonize, go, blend, coordinate, team, 
match, suit, complement 
■ tone something down O the colour needs to 
be timed down a bit soften, lighten, mute, sub- 
due ©the papers refused to tone down their cnti- 
cism moderate, modify, modulate, mitigate, 
temper, dampen, soften, subdue 

tongue ►noun Qa foreign tongue language, 
dialect, patois, vernacular, mother tongue, na- 
tive tongue, informal lingo ©her sharp tongue 
way/manner of speaking, speech, parlance 

tongue-tied ► adjective lost for words, 
speechless, unable to get a word out, struck 
dumb, dumbstruck, mute. dumb, silent, informal 
mum 

-opposites loquacious 

tonic ►noun Q ginseng can be used os a natural 
tonic stimulant, restorative, refresher, informal 
pick-me-up, bracer. Medicine analeptic ©we 
found the change of scene a tonic stimulant, 
boost, fillip, informal shot m the arm, pick-me 
up 

tonic SOl-fa ► noun. See list 

The Musical Scale In Tonic Sol-Fa 

doh ray ml fah soh lah te 

too ►adverb ©invasion would be too risky exces- 
sively, overly, over, unduly, immoderately, in- 
ordinately, unreasonably, extremely, very; infor- 
mal too-too ©he was unhappy, too, you know 
also, as well, in addition, additionally, mto the 
bargain, besides, furthermore, moreover, on 
top of that, to boot 

tool ► noun Qgarden tools* implement, utensil, 
instrument, device, apparatus, gadget, appli- 
ance, machine, contrivance, contraption, infor- 
mal gizmo See list, ©the beautiful EsteUa is Miss 
Havisham’s tool puppet, pawn, creature, cat’s 
paw, minion, lackey; informal stooge. 

► vtrb red leather, tooled in gold: ornament, embel- 
lish, decorate, work, cut, chase 


Tools 

See also knife, saw. 


adze 

former 

punch 

Allen key 

free 

rake 

(tmdemork) 

fuller 

ram 

auger 

gavel 

rasp 

awl 

G-damp 

reamer 

axe 

G -cramp 

riddle 

bastard file 

gimlet 

rtffler 

beetle 

glass cutter 

ripper 

bevel 

graver 

roller 

(square) 

grinder 

roulette 

billhook 

grouter 

router 

biscuit 

grazing Iron 

rule 

jointer 

hack 

sender 

blowlamp 

hammer 

sandpaper 

blowtorch 

hammer drill 

sash cramp 

bodkin 

hand-axe 

saw 

borer 

handspike 

scarifier 

brace (and 

hatchet 

scraper 

bit) 

hedge 

screwdriver 

bradawl 

dipper/ 

screw tap 

burin 

trimmer 

scribe (awl) 

burnisher 

hex key 

scythe 

burr 

hob 

secateurs 

capstan 

hoe 

shave 

lathe 

(hot-)air gun 

shavehook 

centre bit 

jack 

shears 

centre punch 

jemmy 

shovel 

chisel 

jointer 

sidde 

chopper 

knife 

slasher 

damp 

lap 

sledgehammer 

claw 

lathe 

sley 

hammer 

lawnmower 

snarling Iron 

cleaver 

lever 

socket wrench 

copper bit 

toppers 

soldering Iron 

cramp 

mallet 

spade 

crowbar 

marknsplke 

spanner 

croze 

mattock 

spokeshave 

cultivator 

mitre 

square 

cutter 

nailer 

staple gun 

dibber 

nail punch 

strickle 

dibble 

needle 

swage 

diestock 

nlbbler 

swingle 

drill 

nippers 

tinsnlps 

drill press 

paint gun 

torque wrench 

dovetailer 

panga 

trowel 

edge tool 

perforator 

tweezers 

edging 

shears 

pestle 

pick 

vice 

wedge 

edging tool 

pickaxe 

wheel brace 

file 

pincers 

wire cutter 

flail 

pitchfork 

wire stripper 

float 

plant , 


fly cutter 

-N 

peers 

.^recking bar 

fork 

pruning hook 



tooth ► noun fang, tusk; Zoology denticle; informal 
gnasher, Bnt informal pearly white See lists 
-RELATED TERMS dental. 

Human Tooth 

bicuspid mflktooO) primary tootfi 

canto? molar tricuspid " 

J-i irolal thJtiuihiu* fti tl ii 010# h B Mm, jf rw 

cuspw permaniim . woown mmn 

eyetooth topttt.' 

Incisor premotor 
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Parh of a Human Tooth 


apex enamel pulp Horn 

cingulum neck pulp cavity 

crown nerve pulp vein 

cusp pulp root 

dentine pulp artery root canal 


toothsome ►adjective tasty, delicious, lus- 
cious. mouth-watering, delectable, succulent, 
tempting, appetizing, inviting, informal scrump- 
tious, yummy, scrummy, finger-licking, Bnt in- 
formal moreish 

top ►noun O the top of the cliff summit, peak, 
pinnacle, crest, crown, brow, head, tip, apex, 
vertex & the top of the table upper part, upper 
surface, upper layer ©the carrots' green tops 
leaves, shoots, stem, stalk O the top of the cof- 
fee jar lid, cap, cover, stopper, cork 0 a short- 
sleeved top sweater, jumper, jersey, sweat 
shirt, T-shirt, <Tnrt, blouse 0hy 1981 he was at 
the top of his profession high point, height, peak 
pinnacle, zenith, acme, culmination, climax, 
crowning point, prune 
-opposites bottom, base 

► adjectlvo Qthe top floor highest, topmost, 
uppermost, upmost ©the world’s top scientists 
foremost, leading, principal, pre-eminent, 
greatest, best, finest, elite, informal top-notch 
©the organization’s top management chief, prin- 
cipal, main, leading, highest, highest-ranking, 
ruling, commanding, most powerful, most im- 
portant 0 a top Pans hotel prime, excellent, su- 
perb, superior, choice, select, top-quality, top- 
grade. first-rate, first-class, grade A, best, finest, 
premier, superlative, second to none, informal 
A1, top-notch 0t hey are travelling at top speed 
maximum, maximal, greatest, utmost 

— oppositfs bottom, lowest, minimum 

► verb O safes are expected to top £13 billion ex 
ceed, surpass, go beyond, better, best, beat, 
outstrip, outdo, outshine, eclipse, go one better 
than © their debut CD is currently topping the 
charts lead, head, be at the top of ©they 
topped the rise of a mist-shrouded valley reach the 
top of, crest, climb, scale, ascend, mount 
O chocolate mousse topped with cream cover, cap, 
coat, smother, finish, garnish 

■ over the top ( informal) excessive, immoder- 
ate. inordinate, extreme, exaggerated, extrava- 
gant. overblown, too much, unreasonable, dis- 
proportionate, undue, unwarranted, uncalled 
for, unnecessary, going too far, informal a bit 
much, OTT 

■ top something up fill, refill, refresh, fresh- 
en. replenish, recharge, resupply, supplement, 
add to, augment. 

topcoat ► noun. See list at coat 

topic ► noun subject, subject matter, theme, 
issue, matter, point, talking point, question, 
concern, argument, thesis, text, keynote 

topical ►adjoctlvo current, up to date, up to 
the minute, contemporary, recent, relevant, 
newsworthy, in the news. 

-opposites out of date. 

topmost ►adjoctiva Qthe tree's topmost 
branches’ highest, top, uppermost, upmost 
©the topmost authority on the subject ■ foremost, 
leading, principal, premier, prime, top, great- 
est, best, supreme, pre-eminent, outstanding, 


most important, main, chief. N Amor ranking, 
informal number-one 

top-notch ► adjacttve ( informal ) first-class, 
first-rate, top-quality, five-star, superior, prime, 
premier, premium, grade A, superlative, best, 
finest, select, exclusive, excellent, superb, out- 
standing, splendid; informal tip-top, A1 

topple ►verb Qshe toppled over fall, tumble, 
overbalance, overturn, tip, keel, lose one’s bal- 
ance © protesters toppled a huge statue knock 
over, upset, push over, tip over, upend ©a 
plot to topple the government overthrow, oust, 
unseat, overturn, bnng down, defeat, get nd 
of, dislodge, eject 

topsy-turvy ► adjoettva Qa topsy-tuny flag up- 
side down, the wrong way/side up. inverted 
© everything in the flat was topsy-tury in dis 
array, in a mess, in a muddle, in disorder, dis- 
ordered, in chaos, chaotic, disorganized, awry, 
upside down, at sixes and sevens, informal every 
which way. higgledy-piggledy 
-opposites neat 

torch ►noun Qan electric torch lamp, light, 
flashlight © (histoncaf) a flaming torch firebrand. 
brand, histoncal cresset, flambeau 

► verb ( informal) one of the shops had been torched 
burn, set fire to, set on fire, set light to. set 
alight, incinerate, put/set a match to 

tormont ► noun Q months of mental and emotion- 
al torment agony, suffering, torture, pain, an- 
guish, misery, distress, affliction, trauma, 
wretchedness, hell, purgatoiy ©it was a tor- 
ment to see him like that ordeal, affliction, 
scourge, curse, plague, bane, thorn in some- 
one’s side/flesh, cross to bear, sorrow, tribula- 
tion, trouble 

► varb Qshe was tormented by shame, torture, af- 
flict, rack, harrow, plague, haunt, distress, ag- 
onize Qshe began to torment the two younger 
boys tease, taunt, bait, harass, provoke, goad, 
plague, bother, trouble, persecute, informal nee- 
dle 

tom ► adjactive Qa tom shirt ripped, rent, cut, 
slit, ragged, tattered, in tatters, m ribbons 
©she was tom between the two options wavering, 
vacillating, irresolute, dithering, uncertain, un- 
sure, undecided, m two minds 

tornado ► noun whirlwind, windstorm, cyc- 
lone. typhoon, storm, humcane, N Amer informal 
twister 

torpid ► adjactlva lethargic, sluggish, inert, in- 
active, slow, lifeless, languid, listless, lazy, idle, 
indolent, slothful, supine, passive, apathetic, 
somnolent, sleepy, weary, tired 
-opposites energetic 

torpor ►noun lethargy, sluggishness, inertia, 
inactivity, lifelessness, hstlessness, languor, las- 
situde, laziness, idleness, indolence, sloth, acci- 
die, passivity, somnolence, weariness, sleepi- 
ness. 

tOITOnt ► noun Qa torrent of water flood, del- 
uge, inundation, spate, cascade, rush, stream, 
current, flow, overflow, tide ©a torrent of 
abuse outburst, outpouring, stream, flood, vol- 
ley. barrage, tide, spate 
-opposites trickle 

torrential ► adjactlva copious, heavy, teeming, 
severe, relentless, violent. 
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torrid ►adjective Qa tomd summer hot, dry, 
scorching, seanng, blazing, blistenng, swelter- 
ing, burning, informal boiling (hot), baking (hot), 
sizzling Qa torrid affair passionate, ardent, 
lustful, amorous, informal steamy, sizzling, hot 
-opposites cold 

tortUOUS ►adjective Qa tortuous route twist 
ing, twisty, twisting and turning, winding, 
windy, zigzag, sinuous, snaky, meandering, ser- 
pentine Qa tortuous argument convoluted, 
complicated, complex, labyrinthine, involved, 
confusing, difficult to follow, lengthy, over- 
long 

-opposites straight, straightforward 
torture ► noun O the torture of political prisoners 
infliction of pain, abuse, ill-treatment, mal- 
treatment, persecution © the torture of losing a 
loved one torment, agony, suffering, pain, an- 
guish, misery, distress, heartbreak, affliction, 
trauma, wretchedness, hell, purgatory 

► verb Q the security forces routinely tortured suspects 
inflict pain on. ill-treat, abuse, mistreat, mal- 
treat. persecute, informal work over, give some- 
one the works Qhe was tortured by gnej tor 
ment, rack, afflict, harrow, plague, agonize, 
crucify 

toss ►verb Qhe tossed his tools into the boot 
throw, hurl, fling, sling, cast, pitch, lob, pro- 
pel. pioject, launch, informal heave, chuck, bung, 
dated shy Qhe tossed a coin and it landed heads 
up flip, flick, spin Qthe ship tossed about on the 
waves pitch, lurch, rock, roll, plunge, reel, list, 
keel, sway, wallow, make heavy weather 
©toss the salad ingredients together shake, stu, 
turn, mix, combine 

tot 1 ► noun © the tot looks just like her mum in 
fant, baby, toddler, tiny tot. child, little one, 
mite, Scottish bairn, wean Qa tot of rum dram, 
drink, nip, drop, slug, informal shot, finger, snif- 
ter 

tot 2 ► verb ©he totted up some figures add, total, 
count, calculate, compute, reckon, tally 
Q we’ve totted up 89 victories accumulate, bmld 
up. amass, accrue 

total ►adjective Qthe total cost entire, com- 
plete, whole, full, comprehensive, combined, 
aggregate, gross, overall Qa total disaster com 
plete, utter, absolute, thorough, perfect, down- 
right, out-and-out, outright, thoroughgoing, 
all-out, sheer, arrant, positive, prize, rank, un- 
mitigated, unqualified, Brit informal nght, proper 
-opposites partial 

► noun a total of £160,000 sum, sum total, grand 
total, aggregate, whole, entirety, totality 

► verb Qthe prize money totalled £ 33,050 add up to, 
amount to. come to, run to, make, work out 
as © he totalled up his score add (up), count, 
reckon, tot up, compute, work out 

totalitarian ►adjective autocratic, undemo- 
cratic, one-party, dictatorial, tyrannical, despot- 
ic, fascist, oppressive, repressive, illiberal, au- 
thoritarian. autarchic, absolute, absolutist; dys- 
topian 

-opposites democratic 

totality ► noun entirety, whole, total, aggre- 
gate, sum, sum total, all, everything 

totally ►adverb completely, entirely, wholly, 
thoroughly, fully, utterly, absolutely, perfectly, 
unreservedly, unconditionally, quite, alto- 
gether, downright, in every way, in every re- 


spect, one hundred per cent, eveiy inch, to the 
hilt, informal dead, deadly. 

-opposites partly 

totter ► verb Qhe tottered off down the road tee 
ter, walk unsteadily, stagger, wobble, stumble, 
shuffle, shamble, toddle, reel, sway, roll, lurch 
© the foundations began to heave and totter shake, 
sway, tremble, quiver, teeter, shudder, judder, 
rock, quake 

touch ►verb ©his shoes were touching the end of 
the bed. be in contact with, come into contact 
with, meet, join, connect with, converge with, 
be contiguous with, be against 0 he touched her 
cheek press lightly, tap. pat, feel, stroke, fon- 
dle, caress, pet, brush, graze Q sales touched 
twenty grand last year reach, attain, come to, 
make, rise to, soar to, sink to, plummet to, in- 
formal hit © nobody can touch him when he's on 
form compare with, be on a par with, equal, 
match, be a match for, be in the same class/ 
league as, parallel, nval, come/get close to. 
measure up to, better, beat, informal hold a can- 
dle to ©you're not supposed to touch the com- 
puter handle, hold, pick up, move, meddle 
with, play about with, fiddle with, interfere 
with, tamper with, disturb, lay a finger on, use. 
employ, make use of ©state companies which 
have been touched by privatization affect, have 
an effect/impact on. make a difference to 
Q Lisa felt touched by her kindness affect, move, 
tug at someone’s heartstrings, leave an lmpies- 
sion on, have an effect on 
► noun ©her touch on his shoulder tap, pat, stroke, 
caress, brush, graze Qhts political touch skill, 
skilfulness, expertise, dexterity, deftness, 
adroitness, adeptness, ability, talent, flair, facil- 
ity, proficiency, knack, technique, approach, 
style © there was a touch of bitterness tn her voice | 
add a touch of vinegar trace, bit, suggestion, 
suspicion, hint, scintilla, tmge, overtone, 
undertone, dash, taste, spot, drop. dab. pinch, 
speck, soup^on © the gas lights are a nice touch 
detail, feature, point, addition, accessory 
Qhave you been in touch with him? contact, 
communication, correspondence, connection, 
association 

-RELATED TERMS tactile 

■ touch down land, alight, come down, put 
down, amve. 

■ touch something off © he touched off two of 

the bombs detonate, set off, trigger, explode 
Qthe plan touched off a major political storm 
cause, spark off, trigger (off), start, set in mo- 
tion, ignite, stir up, provoke, give rise to, lead 
to, generate 

■ touch on/upon © many television programmes 
have touched on the subject, refer to, mention, 
comment on, remark on, bring up. raise, 
broach, allude to, cover, deal with Qa self- 
confident manner touching on the arrogant come 
close to, verge on, border on, approach. 

■ touch somoono up (Brit informal) fondle, mo- 
lest, feel up; informal grope, paw, maul, goose; N 
Amer Informal cop a feel. 

■ touch something up © these paints are handy 
for touching up small areas: repaint, retouch, 
patch up, fix up; renovate, refurbish, revamp, 
informal do up. Q touch up your CV and improve 
your interview skills : improve, enhance, make bet- 
ter, refine; informal tweak. 
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touch-and-go ► adjective uncertain, precar' 
ious. nsky, hazardous, dangerous, critical, sus- 
penseful, cliffhanging, hanging by a thread 
-opposites certain 

touched ► adjective ©he was visibly touched by 
their plight affected, moved Q (informal) her 
mother was a bit touched See mad sense 1 
touching ► adjective moving, affecting, heart- 
warming, emotional, emotive, tender, senti- 
mental, poignant, sad, tear-jerking 

touchstone ► noun criterion, standard, yard- 
stick, benchmark, barometer, litmus test, 
measure, point of reference, norm, gauge, test, 
guide, exemplar, model, pattern 

touchy * adjective ©she can be so touchy sensi 
tive, oversensitive, hypersensitive, easily of- 
fended, thin-skinned, highly strung, tense, ir- 
ritable, tetchy, testy, crotchety, peevish, queru- 
lous, bad-tempered, petulant, pettish, informal 
snappy, ratty, N Amer informal cranky 0 a touchy 
subject delicate, sensitive, tricky, ticklish, em- 
barrassing, awkward, difficult, contentious, 
controversial 
-opposites affable 

tough * adjective Q tough leather gloves durable, 
strong, resilient, sturdy, rugged, solid, stout, 
hard-weanng, long-lasting, heavy-duty, well 
built, made to last 0 the steak was tough 
chewy, leathery, gnstly, stringy, fibrous ©hell 
survive— he's pretty tough robust, resilient, 
strong, hardy, rugged, fit, informal hard, (as) 
tough as old boots, dated stalwart O tough sen- 
tencing for persistent offenders strict, stern, se- 
vere, stringent, ngorous, hard, firm, hard- 
hitting. uncompromising, unsentimental, un- 
sympathetic 0 the training was pretty tough ar 
duous, onerous, strenuous, gruelling, exacting, 
difficult, demanding, hard, heavy, taxing, tir- 
ing, exhausting, punishing, laborious, stressful, 
Herculean, archaic toilsome ©these are tough 
questions fur American policy-makers difficult, 
hard, knotty, thorny, tricky 
-opposites soft, weak, easy 

► noun (informal) a gang of Loughs ruffian, thug, 
hoodlum, hooligan, bully boy. Brit rough, infor- 
mal roughneck, heavy, bruiser, gonlla, yahoo, 
Brit informal yob, yobbo 

toughen ► verb Q the process toughens the wood 
fibres strengthen, fortify, reinforce, harden, 
temper, anneal 0 measures to toughen up prison 
discipline make stricter, make more severe, 
stiffen, tighten up, informal beef up 

tour ►noun Qa three-day walking tour trip, ex- 
cursion, journey, expedition, jaunt, outing, 
trek, safari, archaic peregrination 0 a tour of the 
factory visit, inspection, guided tour, walk- 
about ©his tour of duty in Ulster stint, stretch, 
spell, turn, assignment, period of service 

► verb O this hotel is well placed for touring Somerset 
travel round, explore, holiday in, informal do 
©the prince toured a local factory visit, go round, 
walk round, inspect. 

tourist ►noun holidaymaker, traveller, sight- 
seer, visitor, backpacker, globetrotter, day trip- 
per, tripper, N Amer vacationer, vacationist, 
out-of-towner, Bnt informal grockle. 

-opposites local. 

toumamont ► noun o a golf tournament, com- 
petition, contest, championship, meeting, 
meet, event, match, fixture Q (historical) a knight 


preparing for a tournament joust, tourney, tilt, 
the lists 

tousled ►adjective untidy, dishevelled, wind- 
blown, messy, disordered, disarranged, messed 
up, rumpled, uncombed, ungroomed, tangled, 
wild, unkempt, informal mussed up 
-opposites neat, tidy 

tout ► verb ©street merchants were touting their 
wares peddle, sell, hawk, offer for sale, informal 
flog O minicab drivers were touting for business 
solicit, seek, drum up, ask, petition, appeal, 
canvas ©he’s being touted as the next Scotland 
manager recommend, speak of, talk of, predict. 
Bnt tip 

tow ► verb the car was towed back to the garage 
pull, haul, drag, draw, tug, lug 
■ In tow he arrived with his new girlfriend in tow 
in attendance, by one’s side, in one’s charge, 
accompanying, following 

towards ►preposition ©they were driving to- 
wards her flat in the direction of, to, on the 
way to, on the road to, en route for 0 towards 
evening dark clouds gathered just before, shortly 
befoie, near, nearing, around, approaching, 
close to, coming to, getting on for ©her atti- 
tude towards politics with regard to, as regards, 
regarding, m/with regard to, respecting, in re- 
lation to, concerning, about, apropos ©a grant 
towards the cost of new buses as a contribution 
to. for, to help with 

tower ► noun a church tower steeple, spire, 
minaret, turret, bell tower, belfry, campanile 
See hst 

► verb © snow-capped peaks towered over the valley 
soar, rise, rear, overshadow, overhang, hang 
over, dominate 0he towered over most other 
theologians of his generation dominate, over- 
shadow, outshine, outclass, eclipse, be head 
and shoulders above, put someone/somethmg 
in the shade 


Types of Tower 


barbkan 

demi-bastion 

nuragh 

bastion 

donjon 

pagoda 

belfry 

gate tower 

peei/pete (tower) 

bell tower 

high-rise 

shot tower 

belvedere 

building 

silo 

broch 

keep 

skyscraper 

campanile 

lighthouse 

spire 

church 

lookout 

stair tower 

tower 

tower 

steeple 

dock tower 

• MarteHo 

tower block 

column 

tower 

turret 

control 

mast 

watchtower 

tower 

minar 

water tower 

cooling 

minaret 

ziggurat 

tower 

mirador 

towering 

► adjective © a 

towering skyscraper 


high, tall, lofty, soaring, sky-high, sky-scraping, 
multi-storey; giant, gigantic, enormous, huge, 
massive, informal ginormous 0 a towering intel- 
lect outstanding, pre-eminent, leading, fore- 
most, finest, top, surpassing, supreme, great, 
incomparable, unnvalled, unsurpassed, peer- 
less. ©a towering rage extreme, fierce, terrible, 
intense, overpowering, mighty, violent, vehe- 
ment , passionate 
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town ► noun urban area, conurbation, munici- 
pality, city, metropolis, megalopolis, Bnt bor- 
ough. Scottish burgh 
-related terms municipal, urban. 

-opposites country 

toxic ► adjective poisonous, virulent, noxious, 
dangerous, harmful, injurious, pernicious 
-opposites harmless 

toy ►noun ©<i cuddly toy plaything, game ©an 
executive toy gadget, device, trinket, knick- 
knack, informal gizmo 

► adjective Qa toy gun model, imitation, replica, 
miniature Qa toy poodle miniature, small, 
tiny, diminutive, dwarf, midget, pygmy 

■ toy with O' was toying with the idea of writing 
a hook think about, consider, flirt with, enter- 
tain the possibility of, informal kick around 
QAdam toyed with his glasses fiddle with, play 
with, fidget with, twiddle, finger ©she toyed 
with her food nibble, pick at, peck at, eat list- 
lessly, eat like a bird 

traco ► verb Q police hope to trace the owner of the 
jewellery track down, find, discover, detect, un- 
earth, turn up, hunt down, ferret out, run to 
ground Qshe traced a pattern in the sand with her 
toe draw, outline, mark e the analysis traces out 
the consequences of such beliefs outline, map out, 
sketch out, delineate, depict, show, indicate 

► noun Qno trace had been found of the missing 
plane vestige, sign, mark, indication, evidence, 
clue, remains, remnant, relic, survival Qa 
trace of bitterness crept into her voice bit, touch, 
hint, suggestion, suspicion, shadow, whiff, 
drop, dash, tinge, speck, shred, jot, iota, informal 
smidgen, tad © the ground was hard and they left 
no traces trail, tracks, marks, prints, foot- 
prints, spoor 

track ► noun Qa gravel track path, pathway, 
footpath, lane, trail, route, way, course Qthe 
final lap of the track course, racecourse, race- 
track, velodrome, Bnt circuit © he found the 
tracks of a grey fox traces, marks, prints, foot- 
prints, trail, spoor © Orkney lies on the track of 
the Atlantic winds course, path, line, loute, 
way, trajectory Q commuters had to walk along 
the tracks rail, line, railway line Qthe album’s 
title track, song, recording, number, piece 

► vtrb he tracked a bear for 40 km follow, trail, 
trace, pursue, shadow, stalk, keep an eye on, 
keep in sight, informal tail 

■ ke«p track of monitor, follow, keep up 
with, keep an eye on, keep in touch with, keep 
up to date with, informal keep tabs on 

■ track somaona/ something down dis 
cover, find, detect, hunt down/out, unearth, 
uncover, turn up, dig up, ferret out, bang to 
light, run to earth, run to ground 

tract 1 ► noun large tracts of land area, region, 
expanse, sweep, stretch, extent, belt, swathe, 
zone 

tract 2 ► noun a political tract, treatise, essay, 
article, paper, work, monograph, disquisition, 
dissertation, thesis, homily, pamphlet, booklet, 
leaflet 

tractabla ► adjective malleable, manageable, 
amenable, pliable, governable, yielding, com- 
plaisant. compliant, persuadable, accommodat- 
ing. docile, biddable, obedient, submissive, 
meek 

-opposites recalcitrant 


traction ► noun GRIP, purchase, friction, adhe- 
sion 

trade ► noun ©the illicit trade in stolen cattle 
commerce, buying and selling, dealing, traffic, 
trafficking, business, marketing, merchandis- 
ing. dealings, transactions Qthe glazier's trade 
craft, occupation, job, career, profession, busi- 
ness, line (of work), metier, vocation, calling, 
walk of life, field, work, employment 
-related terms mercantile. 

► verb © he made his fortune trading in beaver pelts 
deal, buy and sell, traffic, market, merchan- 
dise peddle, informal hawk, flog Qthe business is 
trading at a loss operate, run, do business ©/ 
traded the old machine for a newer model swap, 
exchange, switch, barter 

■ trade on exploit, take advantage of, capital- 
ize on, profit from, use, make use of, milk, in- 
formal cash in on 

trademark ►noun Qthe company’s trademark 
logo, emblem, sign, mark, stamp, symbol, de- 
vice, badge, crest, monogiam, colophon, trade 
name, brand name, proprietary name Qit had 
all the trademarks of a Mafia hit characteristic. 
hallmark, telltale sign, sign, trait, quality, attri- 
bute, feature, peculiarity, idiosyncrasy 

trader ► noun dealer, merchant, buyer, seller, 
buyer and seller, marketeer, merchandiser, 
broker, agent, distributor, vendor, purveyor, 
supplier, trafficker, shopkeeper, retailer, 
wholesaler 

tradesman, tradeswoman ► noun 

Q tradesmen standing nonchalantly outside their 
stores shopkeeper, retailer, vendor, wholesaler. 
N Amer storekeeper ©u qualified tradesman 
craftsman, workman, artisan 

tradition ► noun Q during a maiden speech, by 
tradition, everyone keeps absolutely silent historic 
al convention, unwritten law, oral history, 
lore, folklore Qan age-old tradition custom, 
practice, convention, ritual, observance, way, 
usage, habit, institution, formal praxis 

traditional ► adjective O traditional Christmas 
fare long-established, customary, time-hon- 
oured, established, classic, accustomed, stand- 
ard, regular, normal, conventional, usual, 
orthodox, habitual, set, fixed, routine, ntual, 
old, age-old; poetic/ literary wonted Q traditional 
beliefs handed-down, folk, unwritten, oral 

traduco ►verb defame, slander, speak ill of, 
misrepresent, malign, vilify, denigrate, dispar- 
age, slur, impugn, smear, besmirch, run down, 
blacken the name of, cast aspersions on, informal 
bad-mouth; formal calumniate 

traffic ► noun Qthe bridge is not open to traffic- 
vehicles, cars, lomes, trucks Qthey might be 
stuck in traffic traffic jams, congestion, grid- 
lock, tailbacks, hold-ups, queues, informal snarl- 
ups © the increased use of railways for goods traf- 
fic. transport, transportation, freight, convey- 
ancing, shipping © the il legal traffic in stolen art 
trade, trading, trafficking, dealing, commerce, 
business, buying and selling; smuggling, boot- 
legging, black market; dealings, transactions 
0 {archaic) he has little traffic with his neighbours 
contact, communication, intercourse, deal- 
ings, relations. 

► vtrb he confessed to trafficking m gold and ivory : 
trade, deal, do business, buy and sell, smuggle, 
bootleg, informal run. 
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tragedy ► noun disaster, calamity, catas- 
trophe, cataclysm, misfortune, reverse, vicissi- 
tude. tnal, tribulation, affliction, adversity, 
tragic ► adjective ©a tragic accident disas 
trous, calamitous, catastrophic, cataclysmic, 
devastating, terrible, dreadful, awful, appalling, 
horrendous, fatal, deadly, mortal, lethal ©a 
tragic tale sad, unhappy, pathetic, moving, dis- 
tressing, painful, harrowing, heart-rending, pit- 
eous, wretched, sorry, melancholy, doleful, 
mournful ©a tragic waste of talent dreadful, 
temble. awful, deplorable, lamentable, regret- 
table, formal grievous 
-opposites fortunate, happy 
trail ► noun O he left a trail of clues | a trail of dev- 
astation series, string, chain, succession, se- 
quence, aftermath © wolves on the trail of their 
prey track, spoor, path, scent, traces, marks, 
signs, prints, footprints ©the plane’s vapour 
trail wake, tail, stream ©a trail of ants line, 
column, train, file, procession, string, chain, 
convoy, queue 0 country parks with nature trails 
path, pathway, way, footpath, track, course, 
route 

► verb ©her robe trailed along the ground drag. 
sweep, be drawn, dangle, hang (down), droop 
©the roses grew wild, their stems trailing over the 
banks hang, droop, fall, spill, cascade 0 Sharpe 
suspected that they were trailing him follow, pur- 
sue. track, shadow, stalk, hunt (down), run to 
earth, run to ground, informal tail ©the defend- 
ing champions were trailing 10-5 at half time lose, 
be down, be behind, lag behind 0/ hate trail- 
ing round the shops trudge, plod, drag oneself, 
traipse, trek, N Amer informal schlep Qher voice 
trailed off fade, tail off/away, grow faint, die 
away, dwindle, subside, peter out, fizzle out 

train ►verb ©an engineer trained in remote- 
sensing techniques instruct, teach, coach, tutor, 
school, educate, pnme. drill, ground, inculcate, 
indoctrinate ©she’s training to be a hairdresser 
stud>, learn, prepare, take instruction ©with 
the Olympics in mind, athletes are training hard ex 
ercise, do exercises, work out, get into shape, 
practise ©she trained the gun on his chest aim, 
point, direct, level, focus, take aim, zero in on 

► noun ©the train for London railway train, baby 
talk choo choo See list ©a minister and his tram 
of attendants retinue, entourage, cortege, fol- 
lowing, staff, household, court, suite, attend- 
ants, retainers, followers, bodyguards © a train 
of elephants procession, line, file, column, con- 
voy, cavalcade, caravan, queue, string, succes- 
sion ©a bizarre train of events chain, string, 
senes, sequence, succession, set, course, cycle, 
concatenation 

trainer ►noun coach, instructor, teacher, 
tutor, handler 

training ► noun © in-house training for staff in 
struction, teaching, coaching, tuition, tutor- 
ing, schooling, education; indoctnnation, incul- 
cation Qfour months' hard training before the 
match • exercise, exercises, working out, prac- 
tice, preparation 

traipse ►vorb trudge, trek, tramp, trail, plod, 
drag oneself, slog, Brit informal trog; N Amer infor- 
mal schlep. 

trait ► noun characteristic, attribute, feature, 
(essential) quality, property, habit, custom, 
mannerism, idiosyncrasy, peculiarity, quirk, 
oddity, foible. 


Trains and Rolling Stock 

aerotraln 

maH train 

baggage car 

metro 

tri-level carriage 

Metiofener 

boat train 

milk train 

brake van 

monorail 

buffet car 

motor coach 

bullet train 

non-smoker 

caboose 

non-stop 

car 

observation car 

carriage 

palace car 

chair car 

parlor car 

dub car 

passenger train 

coach 

Pullman 

couchette 

railcar 

day coadi/car 

restaurant car 

dlesei-electric 

saloon car 

diesel locomotive 

Shinkansen 

dining car 

shunter 

double-header 

sleeper 

drive-on train 

sleeping car/carriage 

electric train 

slip carriage 

express 

slow train 

freight car 

smoker 

freight train 

Sprinter 

goods train 

stateroom 

goods wagon 

steam locomotive 

guard’s van 

steam train 

high-speed train (HST) 

stopping train 

hospital train 

subway train 

hovertrain 

traction unit 

jerkwater train 

the tube 

light engine 

turbotrain 

luggage van 

underground train 

maglev 
mall coach 

unit train 


traitor ► noun betrayer, back-stabber, double- 
crosser, double-dealer, renegade, Judas, quis- 
ling. fifth columnist, turncoat, defector, desert- 
er. collaborator, informer, double agent, informal 
snake m the grass, two-timer 

traitorous ►adjective treacherous, disloyal, 
treasonous, back-stabbing, double-crossing, 
double-dealing, faithless, unfaithful, two-faced, 
false-hearted, duplicitous, deceitful, false, infor- 
mal two-timing, poetic I literary perfidious 
-opposites loyal 

trajectory ► noun course, path, route, track, 
line, orbit 

trammel {poetic/ literary) ►noun the trammels of 
tradition restraint, constraint, curb, check, im- 
pediment, obstacle, bamer, handicap, bar, hin- 
drance, encumbrance, disadvantage, drawback, 
snag, stumbling block, straitjacket, shackles, 
fetters, bonds 

► vtrb those less trammelled by convention than him- 
self restrict, restrain, constrain, hamper, con- 
fine, hinder, handicap, obstruct, impede, hold 
back, hamstring, shackle, fetter 

tramp ►verb ©men were tramping through the 
shrubbery trudge, plod, stamp, trample, lum- 
ber, clump, clomp, stump, stomp; informal 
traipse, galumph ©he spent ten days tramping 
through the fungle * trek, slog, footslog, trudge, 
drag oneself, walk, hike, march, informal traipse, 
Brit informal yomp, N Amer informal schlep 

► noun ©a dirty old tramp : vagrant, vagabond, 
homeless person, down-and-out; traveller, drift- 
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er, beachcomber, beggar, mendicant, N Amer 
hobo. Austral I NZ bagman; informal bag lady; N 
Amer informal bum Qthe regular tramp of the 
sentry’s boots • footstep, step, footfall, tread, 
stamp, stomp 0a tramp round Norwich trek, 
slog, trudge, hike, march, walk, Bnt informal 
yomp, N Amer informal schlep 

trample ►verb Q someone had trampled on the 
tultps tread, tramp, stamp, stomp, walk over, 
squash, crush, flatten ©we do nothing but tram- 
ple over their feelings treat with contempt, nde 
roughshod over, disregard, set at naught, show 
no consideration for, abuse, encroach on, in- 
fringe 

trance ►noun daze, stupor, hypnotic state, 
halfconscious state, dream, Scottish dwam 

tranquil ►adjective 0a wonderfully tranquil vil- 
lage peaceful, calm, restful, quiet, still, relax- 
ing, undisturbed 0 Martha smiled , perfectly tran- 
quil calm, serene, relaxed, unruffled, unper- 
turbed, unflustered, untroubled, composed, 
{cool. calm, and collected), equable, even-tem- 
pered. placid, phlegmatic, informal unflappable 
-opposites busy, excitable 

tranquillity ► noun Q the tranquillity of the Nor- 
folk countryside peace, peacefulness, restfulness, 
repose, calm, calmness, quiet, quietness, still- 
ness © the inetdent jolted her out of her tranquil- 
lity composure, calmness, serenity, equanim- 
ity, equability, placidity, informal cool, unflap- 
pability 

tranquillize ►varb sedate, put under sed- 
ation, narcotize, drug 

tranquillizer ► noun sedative, barbiturate, 
calmative, sleeping pill, narcotic, opiate, informal 
trank, downer 
-opposites stimulant 

transact ► verb conduct, carry out. negotiate, 
do. perform, execute, take care of, settle, con- 
clude. finish, clinch, accomplish 

transaction ►noun Q property transactions 
deal, business deal, undertaking, arrangement, 
bargain, negotiation, agreement, settlement, 
proceedings ©the transactions of the Historical 
Society proceedings, report, record(s). minutes, 
account, archives ©the transaction of government 
bustness conduct, carrying out. negotiation, 
performance, execution 

tranSCOnd ►verb ©an issue that transcended 
party politics go beyond, nse above, cut across 
©his mtlitaty exploits far transcended those of his 
predecessors’ surpass, exceed, beat, top, cap, 
outdo, outclass, outstrip, leave behind, out- 
shine, eclipse, overshadow, throw into the 
shade, upstage. 

transcendence ► noun excellence, su- 
premacy, incomparability, matchlessness, peer- 
lessness, magnificence 

transcendent ►adjective Othe search for a 
transcendent level of knowledge: mystical, mystic, 
transcendental, spiritual; metaphysical, ©a 
transcendent genius incomparable, matchless, 
peerless, unnvaUed, inimitable, beyond 
compare/companson, unparalleled, un- 
equalled, without equal, second to none, un- 
surpassed, unsurpassable, nonpareil; exception- 
al. consummate, unique, perfect, rare, surpass- 
ing, magnificent; formal unexampled 


transcendental ►adjective. See transcend 

ent sense 1 

transcribe ►verb Qeach interview was taped 
and transcribed write out, copy out, put in writ- 
ing, put on paper ©a person who can take and 
transcribe shorthand transliterate, interpret, 
translate 

transcript ►noun written version, pnnted 
version, text, transliteration, record, reproduc- 
tion 

transfer ►verb Qthe hostages were transferred to 
•i safe house move, convey, take, bring, shift, re- 
move, carry, transport, transplant, relocate, re- 
settle Qthe property was transferred to his wife 
hand over, pass on, make over, turn over, sign 
over, consign, devolve, assign, delegate 
► noun he died shortly after his transfer to hospital 
move, conveyance, transferral, transference, re- 
location, removal, transplantation 

transfigure ►verb transform, transmute, 
change, alter, metamorphose, humorous trans- 
mogrify 

transfix ►verb ©he was transfixed by the images 
on the screen mesmerize, hypnotize, spellbind, 
bewitch, captivate, entrance, enthral, fascinate, 
enrapture, grip, rivet, root to the spot, para- 
lyse ©a field mouse ls transfixed by the owl's 
curved talons impale, stab, spear, pierce, spike, 
skewer, gore, stick, run through, poetic/ literary 
transpierce 

transform ► verb change, alter, convert, 
metamorphose, transfigure, transmute, revolu- 
tionize, overhaul, remodel, reshape, remould, 
redo, reconstruct, rebuild, reorganize, re- 
arrange, rework, renew, revamp, remake, hu- 
morous transmogrify 

transformation ►noun CHANGE, alteration, 
conversion, metamorphosis, transfiguration, 
transmutation, sea change, revolution, over- 
haul, remodelling, reshaping, remoulding, re- 
doing, reconstruction, rebuilding, reorganiza- 
tion, rearrangement, reworking, renewal, re- 
vamp, remaking, humorous transmogrification 

transgress ► verb © if they transgress the pun- 
ishment is harsh misbehave, behave badly, break 
the law, err, fall from grace, stray from the 
straight and narrow, sin, do wrong, go astray, 
archaic trespass Qshe had transgressed an unwrit- 
ten socwl law infringe, breach, contravene, dis- 
obey, defy, violate, break, flout 

transgression ►noun ©a punishment for past 
transgressions offence, crime, sin, wrong, 
wrongdoing, misdemeanour, misdeed, law- 
breaking; error, lapse, fault, archaic trespass 
© Adam’s transgression of God’s law infringe 
ment, breach, contravention, violation, defi- 
ance, disobedience, non-observance 

transgressor ►noun wrongdoer, offender, 
miscreant, lawbreaker, criminal, villain, felon, 
malefactor, guilty party, culprit; sinner, evil- 
doer, archaic trespasser. 

transient > adjective transitory, temporary, 
short-lived, short-term, ephemeral, imperman- 
ent, brief, short, momentary, fleeting, passing, 
fugitive, here today and gone tomorrow; poetic/ 
literary evanescent. 

-opposites permanent 

transit ► noun the transit of goods between states: 
transport, transportation, movement, convey- 


893 


transition | trash 


ance, shipment, haulage, freightage, carriage, 
transfer 

■ In transit en route, on the journey, on the 
way, along/on the road, during transport 

transition ► noun change, passage, move, 
transformation, conversion, metamorphosis, al- 
teration, changeover, shift, switch, jump, leap, 
progression, progress, development, evolution 

transitional ► adjective Q a transitional period 
intermediate, interim, changeover, changing, 
fluid, unsettled Qthe transitional government in 
terim, temporary, provisional, pro tern, acting, 
caretaker 

transitory ► adjective transient, temporary, 
brief, short, short-lived, short-term, imperman- 
ent, ephemeral, momentary, fleeting, passing, 
fugitive, here today and gone tomorrow, poetic / 
literary evanescent 
-opposites permanent 

translate ►verb Qthe German original had been 
translated into English render, put, express, con- 
vert, change, transcribe, transliterate ©be pre- 
pared to translate the jargon into normal English 
render, paraphrase, reword, rephrase, convert, 
decipher, decode, gloss, explain 0 interesting 
ideas cannot always be translated into effective 
movies change, convert, transform, alter, 
adapt, turn, transmute, humorous transmogrify 
Qin 1228 the btshop was translated from Salisbury 
to Durham relocate, transfer, move, remove, 
shift, transplant 

translation ► noun Q the translation of the Bible 
into English rendition, rendering, conversion, 
transcription, transliteration Qthe translation of 
these policies into practice conversion, change, 
transformation, alteiation, adaptation, trans- 
mutation, humorous transmogrification 

translucent ► adjective semi-transparent, 
pellucid, limpid, clear, diaphanous, gossamer, 
sheer 

-opposites opaque 

transmission ►noun o the transmission of 
knowledge and culture transference, transferral, 
communication, conveyance, dissemination, 
spreading, circulation Qt he transmission of the 
film broadcasting, relaying, ainng, televising 
0 a live transmission broadcast, programme, 
show 

transmit ► verb Q the use of computers to trans- 
mit information transfer, pass on, hand on, 
communicate, convey, impart, channel, carry, 
relay, dispatch, disseminate, spread, circulate 
Qthe programme will be transmitted on Sunday 
broadcast, relay, send out, air, televise 
transmute ► verb change, alter, adapt, trans- 
form, convert, metamorphose, translate; humor- 
ous transmogrify 

transparency ► noun Q the transparency of the 
glass, translucency, limpidity, glassiness, clear- 
ness, clarity Q colour transparencies : slide, dia- 
positive. 

transparent ►adjective o transparent blue 
water clear, crystal dear, see-through, translu- 
cent, pellucid, limpid, glassy Qfine transparent 
fabrics, see-through, sheer, filmy, gauzy, diaph- 
anous. ©the symbolism of this myth is transparent 
obvious, unambiguous, unequivocal, clear, 
crystal clear, plain, (as) plain as the nose on 
your face, apparent, unmistakable, manifest, 


conspicuous, patent, palpable, indisputable, 
evident, self-evident, undisguised, unconcealed 
-opposites opaque, obscure 

transpire ►verb Qit transpired that her family 
had moved away become known, emerge, come 
to light, be revealed, turn out, come out, be 
discovered, prove to be the case Ql’m going to 
find out exactly what transpired happen, occur, 
take place, anse, come about, turn up. chance, 
befall, poetic I literary come to pass 

transplant ►verb Qit was proposed to trans- 
plant the club to the vacant site transfer, move, 
remove, shift, relocate, take Qthe seedlings 
should be transplanted in larger pots replant, 
repot, relocate 0 kidneys must be transplanted 
within 48 hours of removal transfer, implant 

transport ►verb Qthe concrete blocks were 
transported by lorry convey, carry, take, trans- 
fer, move, shift, send, deliver, bear, ship, ferry, 
informal cart ©he was convicted of theft and trans- 
ported banish, exile, deport, expatriate, extra- 
dite 0she was completely transported by the excite- 
ment thrill, delight, carry away, enrapture, en- 
trance. enchant, enthral, electrify, captivate, 
bewitch, fascinate, spellbind, charm, informal 
send, poetic I literary ravish 

► noun © alternative forms of transport convey 
ance, transportation See lists at car, carriage, 
train, vehicle © the transport of crude oil 
transportation, conveyance, carnage, freight, 
freightage, shipment, shipping, haulage, tran- 
sit 0 transports of delight rapture, ecstasy, ela- 
tion, exaltation, exhilaration, euphoria, bliss, 
seventh heaven, heaven, paradise, high, pas- 
sion, strong feeling/emotion, informal cloud 
nine 

transpose ►verb Qthe blue and black plates 
were transposed interchange, exchange, switch, 
swap (round), reverse, invert Qthe themes are 
transposed from the sphere of love to that of work 
transfer, shift, relocate, transplant, move, dis- 
place 

transverse ►adjective crosswise, crossways, 
cross, honzontal, diagonal, oblique 

trap ►noun ©an animal caught in a trap snare, 
net, mesh, gin, spnnge, N Amer deadfall Qthe 
question was set as a trap trick, ploy, ruse, de- 
ception, subterfuge, booby trap, informal set-up 

0 (informal) shut your trap 1 See mouth noun sense 

1 

► verb © police trapped the two men, who admitted 
blackmail snare, entrap, ensnare, lay a trap for; 
capture, catch, comer, ambush; archaic ambus- 
cade ©a rat trapped in a bam confine, cut off. 
comer, shut in, pen m, hem m, imprison, hold 
captive 01 hoped to trap him into an admission : 
trick, dupe, deceive, lure, inveigle, beguile, 
fool, hoodwink; catch out, trip up. 

trappings ► plural noun accessories, accoutre- 
ments, appurtenances, trimmings, frills, ac- 
companiments, extras, ornamentation, adorn- 
ment, decoration, regalia, panoply, parapherna- 
lia, apparatus, finery, equipment, gear, effects, 
things 

trash ► noun O (N Amer ) the subway entrance was 
blocked with trash rubbish, refuse, waste, litter, 
junk, detntus; N Amer garbage Q {Informal) if 
they read at all, they read trash : rubbish, non- 
sense, trivia, pulp (fiction), pap, N Amer gar- 
bage, Informal drivel, dreck. Q (informal) they're just 
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trash scum, vermin, the dregs of society, the 
scum of the earth, the lowest of the low; infor- 
mal dirt 

► verb ( N Amer informal) © the apartment had been to- 
tally trashed wreck, rum, destroy, wreak havoc 
on, devastate, vandalize, informal total 0 his play 
was trashed by the critics See lambaste 

trauma ►noun ©the trauma of divorce shock, 
upheaval, distress, stress, strain, pain, anguish, 
suffering, upset, agony, misery, sorrow, gnef. 
heartache, heartbreak, torture, ordeal, trial, 
tribulation, trouble, worry, anxiety, nightmare 
G the trauma to the liver injury, damage, 
wound, cut. laceration, lesion, abrasion, contu- 
sion 

traumatic ►adjective disturbing, shocking, 
distressing, upsetting, heartbreaking, painful, 
agonizing, hurtful, stressful, damaging, injuri- 
ous, harmful, awful, temble, devastating, har- 
rowing 

travail {poetic/ literary) ► noun ©years of bitter trav- 
ail ordeals, trials, tabulations, tnals and tri- 
bulations, trouble, hardship, privation, stress, 
drudgery, toil, slog, effort, exertion, labour, 
work, endeavour, sweat, struggle 0a woman in 
travail labour, childbirth, contractions, labour 
pains, archaic childbed 

travel ► verb Q he spent much of his time travelling 
abroad journey, tour, take a tnp, voyage, go 
sightseeing, globetrot, backpack, informal galli- 
vant, archaic peregrinate 0 we travelled the length 
and breadth of the island journey through, 
cross, traverse, cover, roam, rove, range, trek 
Olight travels faster than sound move, be trans- 
mitted 

► noun he amassed great wealth during his travels 
journeys, expeditions, trips, tours, excursions, 
voyages, treks, safans, explorations, wander- 
ings, odysseys, pilgrimages, jaunts, travelling, 
tounng. sightseeing, backpacking, globetrot- 
ting, informal gallivanting, archaic peregrinations 

traveller ►noun Q thousands of travellers were 
left stranded tourist, tapper, holidaymakfcr, 
sightseer, visitor, globetrotter, backpacker, pil- 
gnm, passenger, commuter, fare. N Amer vac- 
ationer, vacationist 0 a travellers’ site gypsy. 
Romany, tzigane, nomad, migrant, wanderer, 
itinerant, dnffer, tramp, vagrant, dialect didicoi, 
Bnt derogatory tinker 

travelling ► adjective O the travelling population 
nomadic, itinerant, penpatetic, wandering, 
roaming, roving, wayfaring, migrant, vagrant, 
of no fixed address/abode, gypsy, Romany ©a 
little travelling clock portable, easily earned, 
easy to carry, lightweight, compact 
traverse ► verb © he traversed the deserts of Per- 
sia: travel over/across, cross, journey over/ 
across, pass over; cover, ply; wander, roam, 
range Qa ditch traversed by a wooden bridge 
cross, bridge, span, extend across, lie across, 
stretch across 

travesty ► noun a travesty of justice, misrepre- 
sentation, distortion, perversion, corruption, 
poor imitation, poor substitute, mockery, par- 
ody, cancature; farce, charade, pantomime, 
sham, informal apology for, excuse for. 

treacherous ► adjoctlve ©her treacherous 
brother betrayed her traitorous, disloyal, faith- 
less, unfaithful, duplicitous, falsehearted, de- 
ceitful. false, back-stabbing, double-crossing, 


double-dealing, two-faced, untrustworthy, unre- 
liable, apostate, renegade, informal two-timing, 
poetic /literary perfidious 0 treacherous driving con- 
ditions dangerous, hazardous, penlous, unsafe, 
precanous, nsky, deceptive, unreliable, informal 
dicey, hairy 

-opposites loyal, faithful, reliable 

treachery ►noun betrayal, disloyalty, faith- 
lessness, unfaithfulness, infidelity, breach of 
trust, duplicity, deceit, deception, stab in the 
back, back-stabbing, double-dealing, untrust- 
worthmess, treason, informal two-timing, poetic / 
literaiy perfidy 

tread ► verb © he trod purposefully down the hall 
walk, step, stnde, pace, go, march, tramp, 
plod, stomp, trudge ©the snow had been trodden 
do wn by the horses crush, flatten, press down, 
squash, trample on, tramp on, stamp on, 
stomp on 

► noun we heard his heavy tread on the stairs step, 
footstep, footfall, tramp 

treason ►noun treachery, lese-majesty, dis- 
loyalty, betrayal, faithlessness, sedition, subver- 
sion, mutiny, rebellion, high treason, poetic/ 
literary perfidy 

-opposites allegiance, loyalty 

treasonable ► adjective traitorous, treacher- 
ous, disloyal, seditious, subversive, mutinous, 
rebellious, poetic/ literary perfidious 
-opposites loyal 

treasure ► noun © a casket of treasure riches, 
valuables, jewels, gems, gold, silver, precious 
metals, money, cash, wealth, fortune. Bnt treas- 
ure trove ©art treasures valuable object, 
valuable, work of art, objet of virtu, master- 
piece 0 (informal) she's a real treasure paragon, 
gem, angel, nonpareil, find, prize, informal star, 
one of a kind, one m a million, the tops 

► verb I treasure the photographs I took of Jack cher 
ish, hold dear, pnze, set great store by, value 
greatly, adore, dote on, love dearly, be devoted 
to, worship 

treasury ►noun ©the national treasury ex 
chequer, purse, bank, coffers, revenues, fi- 
nances, funds, moneys ©the area is a treasury 
of early fossils rich source, repository, store- 
house. treasure house, fund, mine, bank Qa 
treasury of stories anthology, collection, miscel- 
lany, compilation, compendium 

treat ► verb © Charlotte treated him very badly 
behave towards, act towards, use, deal with, 
handle. 0 police are treating the fires as arson re 
gard, consider, view, look on; put down as 
0 the book treats its subject with insight and respon- 
sibility. deal with, tackle, handle, discuss, ex- 
plore, investigate, consider, study, analyse 
©she was treated at Addenbrooke’s Hospital give 
medical care to. nurse, tend, attend to, medi- 
cate 0 the plants may prove useful in treating can- 
cer cure, heal, remedy ©he treated her to a 
slap-up lunch . buy, take out for, stand, give; pay 
for, entertain, wine and dine, informal foot the 
bill for © delegates were treated to authentic Indo- 
nesian dance performances: regale with, entertain 
with/by, ftte with, amuse with, divert with 
Q (formal) propagandists claimed that he was treat- 
ing with the enemy negotiate, discuss terms, 
have talks, consult, parley, talk, confer 

► noun Qa birthday treat celebration, entertain- 
ment, amusement; surprise; party, excursion, 
outing. ©I bought you some chocolate as a treat: 
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present, gift, mbit, delicacy, luxury, indul- 
gence, extravagance, informal goodie ©it was a 
real treat to see them pleasure, delight, thnil. 
joy 

treatise ► noun disquisition, essay, paper, 
work, exposition, discourse, dissertation, the- 
sis. monograph, study, critique, tract, pamph- 
let 

treatment ►noun Qthe company's treatment of 
its workers behaviour towards, conduct to- 
wards, handling of, dealings with 0 she's re- 
sponding well to treatment medical care, ther- 
apy, nursing, medication, drugs, medicaments, 
cure, remedy See list at therapy 0her treat- 
ment of the topic discussion, handling, investi- 
gation, exploration, consideration, study, analy- 
sis, critique 

treaty ► noun agreement, settlement, pact, 
deal, entente, concordat, accord, protocol, com- 
pact, convention, contract, covenant, bargain, 
pledge, formal concord 

tree ► noun sapling, conifer, evergreen See list 
-related terms arboreal 

trek ► noun a three-day trek across the desert jour 
ney, tnp, expedition, safari, odyssey, hike, 
march, slog, footslog, tramp, walk, long haul, 
Bnt informal yomp, trog 

► verb we trekked through the jungle hike, tramp, 
march, slog, footslog. trudge, traipse, walk, 
travel, journey, Bnt informal yomp, trog 

trellis ► noun lattice, framework, espalier, net- 
work, mesh, tracery, grille, gnd, grating, lat- 
ticework. trellis work, technical reticulation 
tremble ►verb ©Joe's hands were trembling 
shake, shake like a leaf, quiver, twitch, quaver, 
waver e the entire building trembled shake, 
shudder, judder, wobble, rock, vibrate, move, 
sway, totter, teeter ©she trembled at the thought 
of what he had in store for her be afraid, be 
frightened, be apprehensive, wony, shake in 
one’s shoes, quail, shrink, blench, informal be in 
a blue funk, be all of a tremble 

► noun the slight tremble in her hands tremor, 
shake, shakiness, trembling, quiver, twitch 
-opposites steadiness 

tremendous ►adjective o tremendous sums of 
money huge, enormous, immense, colossal, 
massive, prodigious, stupendous, monumental, 
mammoth, vast, gigantic, giant, mighty, epic, 
titanic, towering, king-size(d), gargantuan, Her- 
culean, substantial, considerable, informal whop- 
ping, thumping, astronomical, humongous, Bnt 
informal whacking, ginormous ©a tremendous ex- 
plosion very loud, deafening, ear-splitting, 
booming, thundering, thunderous, resounding 
0 (informal) I've seen him play and he’s tremendous 
excellent, splendid, wonderful, marvellous, 
magnificent, superb, glonous, sublime, lovely, 
delightful, too good to be true, informal super, 
great, amazing, fantastic, terrific, sensational, 
heavenly, divine, gorgeous, grand, fabulous, 
fab, awesome, to die for. magic, ace. wicked, 
mind-blowing, far out, out of this world, Bnt in- 
formal smashing, brilliant, brill, N Amar. informal 
boss. Austral / NZ informal beaut, bonzer; Brit infor- 
mal, dated champion, wizard, corking, npping, 
spiffing, top-hole, N Amer informal, dated swell 
-opposites tiny, small, poor, 
tremor ► noun ©the sudden tremor of her hands 
trembling, shaking, shakiness, tremble, shake. 


quivenng, quiver, twitching, twitch, tic, qua- 
vering, quaver Oa tremor of fear ran through 
her frisson, shiver, spasm, thnil, tingle, stab, 
dart, shaft, wave, surge, rush, npple ©the epi- 
centre of the tremor earthquake, earth tremor, 
shock, informal quake, N Amer informal tremblor 

tremulous ► adjoctlvt ©a tremulous voice 
shaky, trembling, shaking, unsteady, quaver- 
ing, wavenng, quivenng, quivery. quaking, 
weak, informal trembly, all of a tremble ©a 
tremulous smile timid, diffident, shy, hesitant, 
uncertain, nervous, timorous, fearful, fright- 
ened, scared, anxious, apprehensive 
-opposhes steady, confident 

trench ►noun ditch, channel, trough, excav- 
ation, furrow, rut, conduit, cut, dram, water- 
way, watercourse, earthwork, entrenchment, 
moat. Archaeology fosse See list 

Deepest Ocean Trenches 

TRENCH OCEAN 

Bonin Pacific 

Izu Pacific 

java Indian 

Kermadec Pacific 

Kuril Pacific 

Mariana Pacific 

New Britain Pacific 

Philippine Pacific 

Puerto Rico Atlantic 

South Atlantic 

Sandwich 

Tonga Pacific 


trenchant ► adjective incisive, penetrating, 
sharp, keen, acute, shrewd, razor-sharp, 
rapier-like, piercing, vigorous, forceful, strong, 
telling, emphatic, forthright, mordant, cutting, 
biting, pungent 
-opposites vague 

trend ► noun © an upward trend in unemployment 
tendency, movement, drift, swing, shift, 
course, current, direction, inclination, leaning, 
bias, bent ©the latest trend in dance music fash 
ion, vogue, style, mode, craze, mama, rage, in- 
formal fad, thing 

► verb interest rates are trending up move, go, head, 
drift, gravitate, swing, shift, turn, incline, tend, 
lean, veer 

trendy ► adjective (informal) fashionable, in fash- 
ion, m vogue, popular, (bang) up to date, up to 
the minute, modem, all the rage, modish, d la 
mode, trendsetting, stylish, chic, designer, infor- 
mal cool, funky, m, the in thing, hot, big, hip, 
happening, sharp, groovy, snazzy, with it. N 
Amer informal tony, kicky. 

-opposites unfashionable 

trepidation ► noun fear, apprehension, 
dread, fearfulness, agitation, anxiety, worry, 
nervousness, tension, misgivings, unease, un- 
easiness, foreboding, disquiet, dismay, conster- 
nation. alarm, panic; mfonnal butterflies, jitten- 
ness, the jitters, a cold sweat, a blue funk, the 
heebiejeebies. the willies, the shakes, the jim- 
jams, collywobbles, cold feet, Bnt mfonnal the 
(screaming) abdabs/habdabs 
-opposites equanimity, composure. 
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Trees and Shrubs 


Set also now IK. 

acacia 

afara 

alder 

alerce 

almond 

*PP** 

apricot 

araucaria 

arbutus 

ash 

aspen 

assegai 

avocado 

azalea 

balsa 

bamboo 

banksla 

banyan 

baobab 

basswood 

bay tree 

bebeeru 

beech 

beefwood 

belah 

birch 

blackthorn 

bo tree 

bottlebrush 

bottle tree 

box 

broom 

buckthorn 

butternut 

cacao 

cajuput 

calabash 

camellia 

camphor tree 

camwood 

candlenut 

carob tree 

cassia 

cedar 

cefba 

champak 

cherry 

cherry plum 

chestnut 

chlnaberry 

chlnar 

dnnamon 

citron 

coco-de-mer 
coconut palm 
coffee tree 
coolabah 
coral tree 
corkwood 
cornel 


cypress 

deodar 

dhak 

dM-dtvl 

dogwood 

Douglas fir 

dragon tree 

eaglewood 

ebony 

elder 

elm 

eucalyptus 
euonymus 
false acacia 
fatsia 
fever tree 
fir 

firethom 

flame tree 

fringe tree 

fuchsia 

fustic 

Gaboon 

gean 

genip/genipap tree 

gidgee 

ginkgo 

gomuti 

gone 

greengage 

gualacum 

guayule 

gum tree 

gurjun 

hackberry 

handkerchief tree 

hawthorn 

hazel 

hemlock fir/spruce 

hickory 

holly 

honey locust 

honeysuckle 

hornbeam 

horse chestnut 

hydrangea 

Indian bean tree 

Iroko 

Ironwood 

Ivorywood 

jacaranda 

jamun 

Japonlca 

jarrah 

Jasmine 

Jekitong 

jojoba 

Joshua tree 

judas tree 

juniper 


kaffirboom 

kahlkatea 

kalmla 

kapok 

kapur 

karri 

kauri (pine) 

kawa-kawa 

keaki 

klaat 

koa 

kowhal 

kurrajong 

laburnum 

lacquer tree 

lantana 

larch 

laurel 

lemonwood 

teytandii 

lightwood 

lilac 

lllfy-pfHy 

lime 

linden 

logwood 

macadamia 

macrocarpa 

madroflo 

magnolia 

mahogany 

mahua 

maidenhair tree 

mako 

mango 

mangrove 

manna ash 

maple 

marri 

matai . 

mat* 

may 

merbau 

mesqulte 

mlro 

monkey puzzle 

mopane/mopanl 

mountain ash 

mulberry 

mulga 

myrtle 

ngalo 

Nigerian pearwood 

nipa (palm) 

Norway spruce 

nutmeg 

nux vomica 

oak 

ocotillo 

oleaster 


olive 

osier 

pagoda tree 

palm 

palmyra 

paloverde 

paperbark 

paulownia 

pawpaw 

pea tree 

peepul 

pepper tree 

pine 

plane 

podocarp 

pohutukawa 

ponderosa (pine) 

poplar 

pride of India 
primavera 
privet 
puriri 

pussy willow 

pyinkado 

quassia 

quebracho 

rain tree 

ramin 

rata 

rauli 

redbud 

redwood 

rewarewa 

rhododendron 

rlbbonwood 

robinia 

roseapple 

rosewood 

rowan 

royal palm 

rubber plant 

sal 

sandalwood 

sandbox tree 

sapele 

sapodllla 

sappanwood 

saskatoon 

sassafras 

savin 

sea grape 

sequoia 

service tree 

shagbark hickory 

Shea 

sUkcotton tree 
sUk tassel bush 
simamba 
smoke tree 
sneezewood 


snowball tree 

soapbark 

sorb 

sorrel tree 

sourwood 

spindle 

spruce 

stinkwood 

strawberry tree 

styrax/storax 

sumac/sumach 

sweet chestnut 

sweet gum 

sycamore 

tacamahac 

tallow tree 

tallow wood 

tamarack 

tamarind 

tamarisk 

tambotie 

tawa 

teak 

tea tree 

terebinth 

thorn tree 

thuja 

toothache tree 

toquitla 

totara 

tree of heaven 
tulip tree 
tuplrio 

turpentine tree 
ulmo 

umbrella tree 
varnish tree 
viburnum 
wahoo (elm) 
walnut 
wattle 

wayfaring tree 
wellingtonia 
whltebeam 
wig tree 
wilga 
widow 
wine palm 
winter sweet 
witch hazel 
yarran 

yaupon (hotly) 
yew 

ytonB-ytono 

yucca 

zebrawood 


trespass ► verb O there is no excuse for trespass - 
tng on railway property, intrude on, encroach on. 
enter without permission, invade 01 must not 
trespass on your good nature, take advantage of, 
impose on, play on, exploit, abuse; encroach 
on, infringe © {archaic) he would he the last 
among us to trespass: sin, transgress, offend, do 


wrong, err, go astray, fall from grace, stray 
from the straight and narrow 
► noun O his alleged trespass on council land: unlaw- 
ful entry, intrusion, encroachment, invasion. 
© {archaic) he asked forgiveness for his trespasses: 
sin, wrong, wrongdoing, transgression, crime, 
offence, misdeed, misdemeanour, error, lapse. 
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fall from grace 

trespasser ► noun Q a high stone wall discour- 
aged would-be trespassers intruder, interloper, 
unwelcome visitor, encroacher. © {archaic) tres- 
passers asking for forgiveness ■ sinner, transgressor, 
wrongdoer, evil-doer, malefactor, offender, 
criminal 

tresses ► plural noun hair, head of hair, mane, 
mop of hair, shock of hair; locks, curls, ring- 
lets 

trial ► noun Qthe trial is expected to last several 
weeks court case, case, lawsuit, suit, heanng, 
inquiry, tribunal, litigation, (legal/judicial) pro- 
ceedings. legal action; court martial, appeal, re- 
trial 0 the drug is undergoing clinical trials test, 
try-out, experiment, pilot study, exammation, 
check, assessment, evaluation, appraisal, trial/ 
test period, tnal/test run, dummy run, informal 
dry run ©she could be a bit of a trial at times 
nuisance, pest, bother, irritant, problem, in- 
convenience, plague, thorn in one’s flesh, the 
bane of one’s life, one’s cross to bear, bore, in- 
formal pain, pain m the neck/backside, head- 
ache. drag, nightmare. Scottish informal skelf, N 
Amer informal pain in the butt, nudnik, burr 
under/in someone’s saddle ©a long account of 
her trials and tribulations trouble, anxiety, 
worry, burden, affliction, ordeal, tribulation, 
adversity, hardship, tragedy, trauma, reverse, 
setback, difficulty, problem, misfortune, bad 
luck, mishap, misadventure, informal hassle, 
poetic I literary travails 

► adjective a three-month trial period test, expen- 
mental, pilot, exploratory, probationary, provi- 
sional 

► verb the electronic cash card has been trialled by sev- 
eral banks test, try out. put to the test, put 
through its paces, pilot 

triangle ► noun. See list 


Triangles 

acute-angled 

circular 

congruent triangles 
equilateral 
Isosceles 
obtuse-angled 


right 

right-angled 

scalene 

similar triangles 
spherical 


tribe ► noun Qthe nomadic tribes of the Sahara 
ethnic group, people, family, dynasty, house, 
clan, sept See lists at Israel, people ©a tribe 
of children trailed after her group, crowd, gang, 
company, body, band, host, bevy, party, pack, 
army, herd, flock, drove, horde, informal bunch, 
crew, gaggle, posse 

tribulation ► noun Qthe tribulations of her per- 
sonal life: trouble, difficulty, problem, worry, 
anxiety, burden, cross to bear, ordeal, trial, ad- 
versity, hardship, tragedy, trauma, affliction, 
reverse, setback, blow; informal hassle. Qhis time 
of tribulation was just beginning, suffering, dis- 
tress, trouble, misery, wretchedness, unhappi- 
ness, sadness, heartache, woe, grief, pain, an- 
guish, agony; poetic /literary travail. 

tribunal ►noun Oa rent tribunal arbitration 
board/panel, board, panel, committee ©an 
international war-crimes tribunal' court, court of 
justice, court of law, law court; court of in- 
quiry; N Amer. forum. 


tributary ►noun headwater, branch, feeder, 
side stream, influent, N Amer & Austral /NZ creek. 

tribute ► noun © tributes flooded in from friends 
and colleagues accolade, praise, commendation, 
salute, testimonial, homage, eulogy, paean, 
panegyric, congratulations, compliments, plau- 
dits, bouquet, gift, present, offering, formal laud- 
ation, encomium Q it is a tribute to his determin- 
ation that he ever played again testimony, indica- 
tion, manifestation, evidence, proof, attest- 
ation ©the Vikings demanded tributes in silver 
payment, contribution, dues, levy, tax. duty, 
impost 

-opposites criticism, condemnation 

■ pay tribute to praise, sing the praises of, 
speak highly of, commend, acclaim, take one’s 
hat off to, applaud, salute, honour, show ap- 
preciation of, recognize, acknowledge, pay 
homage to, extol, formal laud 

trice 

■ In a trice very soon, in a moment/second/ 
instant, shortly, any minute (now), in a short 
time, in (less than) no time, in the twinkling of 
an eye, in a flash, before you know it. before 
long, N Amer momentarily, informal anon, in a 
jiffy, in two shakes (of a lamb’s tail), before 
you can say Jack Robinson, Brit informal m a tick, 
in a mo, in two ticks, N Amer informal in a snap, 
dated directly 

trick ► noun ©he's capable of any mean tnck 
stratagem, ploy, ruse, scheme, device, man- 
oeuvre, contrivance, machination, artifice, 
wile, dodge, deceit, deception, trickery, subter- 
fuge, chicaneiy, sharp practice, swindle, hoax, 
fraud, confidence tnck. informal con (tnck), set- 
up, game, scam, sting, flimflam, Bnt informal 
wheeze, N Amer informal bunco, archaic shift ©/ 
think he’s playing a tnck on us ■ practical joke, 
joke, prank, jape, informal leg-pull, spoof, put-on, 
Bnt informal cod Qconjunng tricks feat, stunt, 
(tricks) sleight of hand, legerdemain, presti- 
digitation, magic © it was probably a trick of the 
light illusion, optical illusion, figment of the 
imagination, mirage ©the mcks of the trade 
knack, art, skill, technique, secret Qhe sat bit- 
ing his fingernails, a tnck of his when he was excited 
mannerism, habit, quirk, idiosyncrasy, peculiar- 
ity, foible, way; charactenstic, trait 

► verb many people have been tricked by villains with 
false identity cards deceive, delude, hoodwink, 
mislead, take in, dupe, fool, double-cross, 
cheat, defraud, swindle, catch out, gull, hoax, 
bamboozle; informal con, diddle, rook, put one 
over on, pull a fast one on, pull the wool over 
someone’s eyes, take for a nde, lead up the 
garden path, shaft, do, flimflam; N Amer informal 
sucker, snooker, gold-bnck, Austral informal pull a 
swifty on; poetic /literary cozen 

■ do the trick ( informal) be effective, work, 
solve the problem, fill/fit the bill, N Amer turn 
the trick, informal do the necessary. 

■ trick somoono/somotfifng out dress (up). 
attire, array, ng out, garb, get up; adorn, decor- 
ate. deck (out), bedeck, embellish, ornament, 
festoon, poetic /literary bedizen, caparison, archaic 
apparel 

trickery ► noun deception, deceit, dishonesty, 
cheating, duplicity, double-dealing, legerde- 
main, sleight of hand, guile, craftiness, devi- 
ousness, subterfuge, skulduggery, chicaneiy, 
fraud, fraudulence, swindling, sharp practice, 
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informal monkey business, funny business, 

jiggery-pokery 

-opposites honesty 

trickle ► verb blood was trickling from two cuts in 
his lip drip, dnbble, ooze, leak, seep, spill. 
-opposites pour, gush. 

► noun trickles of water, dribble, dnp, thin stream, 
nvulet. 

trickster ► noun swindler, cheat, fraud, fraud- 
ster, charlatan, mountebank, quack, impostor, 
sham, hoaxer, rogue, villain, scoundrel, informal 
con man. sharp, fhmflammer, Brit informal twist- 
er. N Amer informal gnfter, bunco artist, Austral in- 
formal lllywhacker, magsman; dated confidence 
man 

tricky ► adjoctlvo ©a tricky situation difficult, 
awkward, problematic, delicate, ticklish, sensi- 
tive, embarrassing, touchy, nsky, uncertain, 
precarious, touch-and-go, thorny, knotty; infor- 
mal sticky, dicey, N Amer informal gnarly 0 a 
tricky and unscrupulous politician, cunning, crafty, 
wily, guileful, artful, devious, sly, scheming, 
calculating, designing, sharp, shrewd, astute, 
canny, duplicitous, dishonest, deceitful, informal 
foxy 

-opposites straightforward, honest 

tried and trusted * adjective reliable, de- 
pendable, trustworthy, trusted, certain, sure, 
proven, proved, tested, tried and tested, put to 
the test, established, fail-safe, reputable 

trifle ► noun Owe needn't bother the headmaster 
over such trifles unimportant thing, trivial thing, 
triviality, thing of no importance/consequence, 
bagatelle, inessential, nothing; technicality, 
(trifles) tnvia, minutiae 0he bought it for a 
trifle next to nothing, very small amount; pit- 
tance. informal peanuts; N Amer informal chump 
change Ohe went to buy a few trifles for Christ- 
mas bauble, trinket, knick-knack, gimcrack, 
gewgaw, toy 

■ a trffla a little, a bit, somewhat, a touch, a 
spot, a mite, a whit, informal a tad 

■ trifle with play with, amuse oneself with, 
toy with, dally with, flirt with, play fast and 
loose with, informal mess about with, dated sport 
with 

trifling ► adjective trivial, unimportant, insig- 
nificant, inconsequential, petty, minor, of 
little/no account, of little/ no consequence, 
footling, pettifogging, incidental, silly, idle, 
superficial, small, tiny, inconsiderable, nomin- 
al, negligible, nugatoiy, informal piffling, pid- 
dling, fiddling; formal exiguous. 

-opposites important. 

trigger ► vtrb o the incident triggered an acrimo- 
nious debate precipitate, prompt, trigger off, 
set off. spark (off), touch off, provoke, stir up; 
cause, give nse to. lead to. set m motion, occa- 
sion, bring about, generate, engender, begin, 
start, initiate; poetic/ literary enkindle. 0 burglars 
triggered the alarm: activate, set off, set going, 
trip. 

trill ►verb warble, sing, chirp, chirrup, tweet, 
twitter, cheep, peep. 

trim ► verb Qhis hair had been washed and 
trimmed, cut, barber, crop, bob, shorten, clip, 
snip, shear; neaten, shape, tidy up. ©trim off 
the lower leaves using a sharp knife: cut off, re- 
move, take off. chop off, lop off; prune, pol- 
lard. G production costs need to be trimmed: re- 


duce, decrease, cut down, cut back on, scale 
down, prune, slim down, pare down, dock. 
Qthe story was severely trimmed for the film ver- 
sion shorten, abridge, condense, abbreviate, 
telescope, truncate 0 a pair of black leather 
gloves trimmed with fake fur decorate, adorn, or- 
nament, embellish, edge, pipe, border, hem, 
fringe. 

► noun O white curtains with a blue trim’ decor 
ation, tnmming, ornamentation, adornment, 
embellishment, border, edging, piping, nek- 
rack, hem, fringe, frill, archaic purfle Gan un- 
ruly mop in desperate need of a trim’ haircut, cut, 
barbenng, clip, snip, pruning, tidy-up 

► adjective Qa cropped, fitted jacket looks trim with a 
long-line skirt: smart, stylish, chic, spruce, dap- 
per, elegant, ensp, N. Amer tng; informal natty, 
sharp, N Amer informal spiffy 0a trim little villa 
neat, tidy, neat and tidy, as neat as a new pin, 
orderly, in (good) order, uncluttered, well kept, 
well maintained, shipshape (and Bnstol fash- 
ion). in apple-pie order, immaculate, spick and 
span ©her trim figure slim, slender, lean, 
clean-limbed, sleek, willowy, lissom, sylphlike, 
svelte; streamlined. 

-opposites untidy, messy 
■ In trim fit, fighting fit, as fit as a fiddle, in 
good health, in fine fettle, slim, m shape 
trimming ►noun Qa black party dress with lace 
trimming* decoration, tnm. ornamentation, 
adornment, passementerie, embroidery, bor- 
der, edging, piping, nckrack, fringes, fringing, 
frills, archaic purfles 0 roast turkey with all the 
trimmings accompaniments, extras, frills, acces- 
sories, accoutrements, trappings, parapherna- 
lia, garnishing, garnish 0 hedge trimmings cut 
tings, clippings, parings, shavings, 
trinket ► noun knick-knack, bauble, ornament, 
bibelot, curio, tnfle. toy, novelty, gimcrack, 
gewgaw. N Amer kickshaw, N Amer informal 
tchotchke, archaic whim-wham, bijou, gaud 
trio ► noun threesome, three, triumvirate, triad, 
troika, trinity; trilogy, triptych; triplets 
trip ► verb Qhe tripped on the loose stones, stum 
ble, lose one's footing, catch one’s foot, slip, 
lose one’s balance, fall (down), tumble, topple, 
take a spill 0 taxpayers often trip up by not de- 
claring taxable income: make a mistake, miscalcu- 
late, make a blunder, blunder, go wrong, make 
an error, err; informal slip up, screw up, make a 
boo-boo; Brit informal boob; N. Amer. informal goof 
up. ©the question was intended to trip him up 
catch out, tnck, outwit, outsmart; throw off 
balance, disconcert, unsettle, discountenance, 
discomfit; informal throw, wrong-foot; Bnt informal 
catch on the hop ©they tripped up the terrace 
steps: skip, run, dance, prance, bound, spring, 
scamper. 0 Hoffman tripped the alarm: set off, 
activate, trigger; turn on. switch on, throw 

► noun ©a trip to Paris • excursion, outing, jaunt, 
holiday, visit, tour, journey, expedition, voy- 
age; drive, run. day out. day trip; informal jun- 
ket, spin. 0 trips and falls cause nearly half such 
accidents: stumble, slip, misstep, false step; fall, 
tumble, spill. 

trip# ► noun (Informal). See nonsense sense 1. 

triple ►adjKtfvs ©a triple alliance: three-way, 
tripartite; threefold. 0they paid him triple the 
going rate: three times, treble, 
trippm* ►noun (Brit, internal) tourist, holiday- 
maker. sightseer, day tripper, visitor, traveller. 
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N Amer vacationer, vacationist, out-of-towner, 
Bnt informal grockle 

trite ► adjective banal, hackneyed, cliched, plati- 
tudinous. vapid, commonplace, stock, conven- 
tional, stereotyped, overused, overdone, over- 
worked, stale, worn out. timeworn, tired, 
hoaiy, hack, unimaginative, unoriginal, un- 
interesting, dull; informal old hat, corny, played 
out, N Amer informal comball 
-opposites original, imaginative 

triumph ► noun Q Napoleon's many triumphs 
victory, win, conquest, success, achievement 
Qhts eyes shone with tnumph jubilation, exult- 
ation. elation, delight, joy, happiness, glee, 
pride, satisfaction © a tnumph of Victorian engin- 
eering tour oe force, masterpiece, crowning 
example, coup, wonder, sensation, master 
stroke 

-opposites defeat, disappointment 

► verb ©he tnumphed in the British Grand Prtx win, 
succeed, come first, be victorious, carry the 
day, carry all before one, prevail, take the hon- 
ours. come out on top ©they had no chance of 
triumphing over the Nationalists defeat, beat, 
conquer, trounce, vanquish, worst, overcome, 
overpower, overwhelm, get the better of bring 
someone to their knees, prevail against, sub- 
due, subjugate, informal lick, best ©‘You can’t 
touch me,’ she tnumphed crow, gloat, rejoice, 
exult 

-opposites lose 

triumphant ► adjective © the tnumphant Bntish 
team victorious, successful, winning, conquer- 
ing, undefeated, unbeaten ©a triumphant ex- 
pression jubilant, exultant, elated, rejoicing, 
joyful, joyous, delighted, gleeful, proud, cock- 
a-hoop. gloating 

-opposites unsuccessful, despondent 

trivia ► plural noun (petty) details, minutiae, ni- 
ceties, technicalities, trivialities, tnfles, non- 
essentials 

trivial ► adjective © trivial problems unimport 
ant, insignificant, inconsequential, minor, of 
no account, of no consequence, of no import- 
ance, incidental, inessential, non-essential, 
petty, trifling, pettifogging, footling, small, 
slight, little, inconsiderable, negligible, paltry, 
nugatory, informal piddling, piffling, fiddling, 
penny-ante ©I used to be quite a trivial person 
frivolous, superficial, shallow, unthinking, 
empty-headed, feather-brained, lightweight, 
foolish, silly 

-opposites important, significant, serious 

triviality ► noun ©the triviality of the subject 
matter unimportance, insignificance, inconse- 
quence. inconsequentiality, pettiness, ©he need 
not concern himself with such trivialities minor de 
tail, petty detail, thing of no importance/ 
consequence, tnfle, non-essential, nothing, 
technicality; (trivialities) trivia, minutiae 

trivialize ►verb treat as unimportant, min- 
imize, play down, underestimate, underplay, 
make light of. treat lightly, dismiss; informal 
pooh-pooh. 

troop ► noun ©a troop of tourists* group, party, 
band. gang, bevy, body, company, troupe, 
crowd, throng, horde, pack, drove, flock, 
swarm, multitude, host, army; informal bunch, 
gaggle, crew, posse. ©British troops were sta- 
tioned here: soldiers, armed forces, service 


men/women, the services, the army, the mili- 
tary, soldiery 

► verb ©we trooped out of the hall walk, march, 
file, flock, crowd, throng, stream, swarm, 
surge, spill © Caroline trooped wearily home 
trudge, plod, traipse, trail, drag oneself, 
tramp, N Amer informal schlep 

trophy ► noun © a swimming trophy cup, medal, 
prize, award ©a cabinet Jull of trophies from his 
travels souvenir, memento, keepsake, spoils, 
booty 

tropical ►adjective tropical weather very hot, 
sweltering, humid, sultry, steamy, sticky, op- 
pressive, stifling, suffocating, heavy; informal 
boiling 

-opposites cold, arctic 

trot ► verb Doyle trotted across the patio- run, jog, 
jogtrot, dogtrot, scuttle, scurry, bustle, scam- 
per 

■ on the trot ( Bnt informal) in succession, one 
after the other, in a row. consecutively, succes- 
sively; running, straight 

■ trot something out ( informal) recite, repeat, 
regurgitate, chum out, come out with, pro- 
duce 

troubadour ► noun ( histoncal) minstrel, singer, 
balladeer, poet, histoncal jongleur, trouv£re 

trouble ► noun © you’ve caused enough trouble al- 
ready problems, difficulty, bother, inconveni- 
ence, worry, anxiety, distress, stress, agitation, 
harassment, unpleasantness, informal hassle 
©she poured out all her troubles problem, mis- 
fortune, difficulty, tnal, tribulation, trauma, 
burden, pain, woe, gnef. heartache, misery, af- 
fliction, suffering © he's gone to a lot of trouble 
to help you bother, inconvenience, fuss, effort, 
exertion, work, labour, pains, care, attention, 
thought QI wouldn’t want to be a trouble to her 
nuisance, bother, inconvenience, irritation, ir- 
ritant. problem, tnal, pest, thorn in someone’s 
flesh/side, informal headache, pain, pain in the 
neck/backside, drag, N Amer informal pain m the 
butt, burr m/under someone’s saddle, nudnik 
0 you’re too gullible, that’s your trouble: short 
coming, weakness, weak point, failing, fault, 
imperfection, defect, blemish, problem, diffi- 
culty Qhe had a history of heart trouble disease, 
illness, sickness, ailments, complaints, prob- 
lems. disorder, disability ©the crash was due to 
engine trouble malfunction, dysfunction, failure, 
breakdown o« match marred by serums crowd 
trouble’ disturbance, disorder, unrest, fighting, 
ructions, fracas, breach of the peace; Law, dated 
affray * 

► vttb © this matter had been troubling her for some 
time worry, bother, concern, disturb, upset, 
agitate, distress, perturb, annoy, lmtate, vex. 
irk, nag, niggle, prey on someone’s mind, 
weigh down, burden, informal bug. Qhe was 
troubled by bouts of HI health’ afflict, burden; suf- 
fer from, be cursed with; informal be a martyr to 
© there is nothing you need trouble about’ worry, 
upset oneself, fret, be anxious, be concerned, 
concern oneself ©don’t trouble to see me out* 
bother, take the trouble, go to the trouble, 
exert oneself, go out of one’s way ©I’m sorry 
to trouble you: inconvenience, bother, impose 
on. disturb, put out, disoblige; informal hassle; 
formal discommode. 

■ In trouble in difficulty, in difficulties, w a 
mess, in a bad way, in a predicament; informal in 
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a tight comer/spot, in a fix, m a hole, in hot 
water, m a pickle, m the soup, up against it, 
Bnt informal up a gum tree 
troubled ^ adj#cttve Q Joanna looked troubled 
anxious, womed, concerned, perturbed, dis- 
turbed. bothered, ill at ease, uneasy, unsettled, 
agitated, distressed, upset, dismayed © we live 
in troubled times difficult, problematic, full of 
problems, unsettled, hard, tough, stressful, 
dark 

troublemaker ► noun mischief-maker, agita- 
tor, rabble-rouser, firebrand, agent provoca- 
teur. ringleader, incendiary, demagogue, scan- 
dalmonger, gossipmonger, meddler, informal stir- 
rer 

troublesome ► adjtctfva Q a troublesome prob- 
lem annoying, irritating, exasperating, madden- 
ing. infuriating, irksome, vexatious, vexing, 
bothersome, tiresome, worrying, womsome, 
disturbing, upsetting, niggling, nagging, diffi- 
cult, awkward, problematic, taxing, informal ag- 
gravating, N Amer informal pesky © a troublesome 
child difficult, awkward, trying, demanding, 
uncooperative, rebellious, unmanageable, un- 
ruly. obstreperous, disruptive, badly behaved, 
disobedient, naughty, recalcitrant, formal refrac- 
tory 

-opposites simple, cooperative 
trough ► noun Q a large feeding trough manger, 
feedbox, feeder, fodder rack, cnb ©a thirty- 
yard trough channel, conduit, trench, ditch, 
gully, drain, culvert, cut, flume, gutter 
trounce ►verb defeat utterly, beat hollow, 
rout, crush, overwhelm, informal hammer, clob- 
ber. thrash, drub, pulverize, massacre, crucify, 
demolish, destroy, annihilate, wipe the floor 
with, make mincemeat of, murder, Bnt informal 
stuff, N Amer informal shellac, cream, skunk 

troupe ► noun group, company, band, ensem- 
ble. set, cast 

trousers ► plural noun slacks, chinos, jeans, N 
Amer pants, Bnt informal trews, strides, kecks, 
breeches, Austral informal daks See list 

truant ►noun absentee, Bnt informal skiver, 
Austral /NZ informal wag 
► varb pupils who truant See play truant 
splay truant stay away from school, truant, 
Bnt informal skive (off), bunk off, Irish informal 
mitch (off), N Amer informal play hookey, goof 
off. Austral /NZ informal play the wag 
truce ►noun ceasefire, armistice, suspension 
of hostilities, peace, respite, lull, informal let-up 
truck 1 ► noun a heavily laden truck lorry, heavy 
goods vehicle, juggernaut, van, pickup (truck); 
Bnt. HGV; dated pantechnicon 
truck 1 ► noun we are to have no truck with him 
dealings, association, contact, communication, 
connection, relations, business, trade, 
truckle ►varb an ambitious woman who truckled 
to no man. kowtow, submit, defer, yield, bow 
and scrape, be obsequious, pander, toady, pros- 
trate oneself, grovel; fawn on, dance attend- 
ance on, curiy favour with, ingratiate oneself 
with; informal suck up, crawl, lick someone’s 
boots; Austral /NZ Informal smoodge. 

truculent ► idjectlva defiant, aggressive, an- 
tagonistic, belligerent, pugnacious, confronta- 
tional. ready for a fight, obstreperous, argu- 
mentative, quarrelsome, uncooperative; bad- 


Trousers 

baggies 

bags 

bed-bottoms 

Bermuda shorts 

bloomers 

breeches 

breeks 

buckskins 

caprl pants 

cargo pants 

carpenter jeans 

chaparajos/chaps 

chinos 

chuddars 

cigarette pants 

damdlggers 

combat trousers 

cords/corduroys 

culottes 

cut-offs 

cycling shorts 

denims 

dhoti 

drabs 

drainpipes 

drawstring trousers 

ducks 

dungarees 

flannels 

Bares 

galligaskins 
gharara 
gym pants 
hakama 
harem pants 
hip-buggers 
hipsters 
hot pants 


jeans 

jodhpurs 

Joggers 



knee breeches 

knickerbockers 

kuccha 

iederhosen 

leggings 

loons 

moleskins 

nankeens 

overtrousers 

Oxford bags 

palazzo pants 

pantaloons 

pedal pushers 

pegtops 

plus fours 

pyjama 

riding breeches 

salopettes 

safwar/shatwar 

sharara 

shorts 

short trousers 
ski pants 
slacks 
slim jlms 
slops 

stirrup pants 
sweatpants 
toreador pants 
Turkish trousers 
velveteens 
zoaves 


tempered, short-tempered, cross, snappish; infor- 
mal feisty, spoiling for a fight. Bnt informal 
stroppy, bolshie. 

-opposites cooperative, amiable 

trudge ►varb PLOD, tramp, drag oneself, walk 
heavily/slowly, plough, slog, footslog, toil, trek, 
informal traipse, galumph; Bnt informal trog 

true ► adjective O you’ll see that what I say is true: 
correct, accurate, right, verifiable, m accord- 
ance with the facts, what actually/really hap- 
pened, the case, so; faithful, literal, factual, 
unelaborated, unvarnished. Q people are still 
willing to pay for true craftsmanship: genuine, au- 
thentic, real, actual, bona fide, proper, informal 
honest-to-goodness, kosher, pukka, legit, the 
real McCoy; Austral /NZ informal dinkum. ©the 
true owner of the goods: rightful, legitimate, 
legal, lawful, authorized, bona fide, de jure. 
© the necessity for true repentance * sincere, genu- 
ine, real, unfeigned, heartfelt, from the heart. 
0 a true friend: loyal, faithful, constant, de- 
voted, staunch, steadfast, unswerving, un- 
wavering; trustworthy, trusty, reliable, depend- 
able. ©a true reflection of life in the 50s: accur- 
ate. true to life, faithful, telling it like it is. 
fact-based, realistic, close, lifelike. 

-opposites untrue, false, disloyal, inaccurate. 

tnif-blUB ►adjective staunch, loyal, faithful, 
stalwart, committed, card-carrying, confirmed, 
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dyed-in-the-wool, devoted, dedicated, firm, 
steadfast, unswerving, unwavering, unfaltering, 
informal deep-dyed 

truism ► noun platitude, commonplace, cliche, 
stock phrase, banality, old chestnut, old saw, 
bromide 

truly ► adverb Qtell me truly what you want 
truthfully, honestly, frankly, candidly, openly, 
to someone’s face, laying one’s cards on the 
table, informal pulling no punches Ql’m truly 
grateful to them sincerely, genuinely, really, in- 
deed. from the bottom of one’s heart, heartily, 
profoundly, very, extremely, dreadfully, im- 
mensely, tremendously, incredibly, most, infor- 
mal awfully, terribly, terrifically, fearfully, Bnt 
informal jolly, ever so; informal, dated frightfully 
6a truly dreadful song really, absolutely, sim- 
ply, utterly, totally, perfectly, thoroughly, posi- 
tively, completely is truly a miracle with 

out (a) doubt, unquestionably, undoubtedly, 
certainly, surely, definitely, beyond doubt/ 
question, indubitably, undeniably, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, m truth, really, in reality, 
actually, in fact, archaic forsooth, in sooth, ver- 
ily Qthe streaming system does not truly reflect 
children’s ability accurately, correctly, exactly, 
precisely, faithfully 

trump ► verb by wearing the simplest of dresses, she 
had trumped them all outshine, outclass, up- 
stage, put in the shade, eclipse, surpass, outdo, 
outperform, beat, better, top. cap, informal be a 
cut above, be head and shoulders above, leave 
standing. Bnt informal knock spots off. archaic out- 
rival 

■ trump something up invent, make up, fab- 
ricate, concoct, contrive, manufacture, devise, 
hatch, fake, falsify, informal cook up 

trumped up ► adjactive bogus, spurious, spe- 
cious, false, fabricated, invented, manufac- 
tured, contrived, made-up, fake, factitious, infor- 
mal phoney 
-opposites genuine 

trumpery ► noun ( archaic ) trinkets, baubles, 
knick-knacks, ornaments, bibelots, gewgaws, 
gimcracks 

trumpet hvtrb Q ‘come on r ’ he trumpeted 
shout, bellow, roar, yell, cry out. call out. infor- 
mal holler 0 companies trumpeted their enthusiasm 
for the multimedia revolution proclaim, an- 
nounce, declare, noise abroad, shout from the 
rooftops 

■ blow ono’s own trumpet boast, brag, sing 
one’s own praises, show off, swank, congratu- 
late oneself, N Amer informal blow/toot one’s 
own horn, Austral jNZ informal skite 

truncate bvarb shorten, cut, cut short, cur- 
tail, bnng to an untimely end. abbreviate, con- 
dense, reduce. 

-opposites lengthen, extend 
truncheon ► noun (Bnt.) club, baton, cudgel, 
bludgeon; stick, staff, Bnt life preserver, N Amer 
billy, blackjack, nightstick; Bnt informal cosh. 

trunk ► noun O the trunk of a tree, main stem, 
bole, stock. 0his powerful trunk: torso, body 
Oan elephant’s trunk : proboscis, nose, snout 
©an enormous tin trunk * chest, box, crate, cof- 
fer; case, portmanteau. Q(N. Amer) the trunk of 
his car. luggage compartment; Bnt boot. 

truss ►noun Qthe bridge is supported by three 
steel trusses, support, buttress, joist, brace, 


prop, strut, stay, stanchion, pier 0u hernia 
truss surgical appliance, support, pad 

► vtrb they trussed us up with ropes and chains tie 
up, bind, chain up, pinion, fetter, tether, se- 
cure 

trust ► noun Qgood relationships are built on trust 
confidence, belief, faith, certainty, assurance, 
conviction, credence, reliance Qa position of 
trust responsibility, duty, obligation Qthe 
mon<7 is t0 he held in trust for hi s son safe keep 
ing, keeping, protection, charge, care, custody, 
trusteeship, guardianship 
-opposites distrust, mistrust, doubt 

► verb 0 1 should never have trusted her put one’s 
trust in, have faith in, have (every) confidence 
in. believe in. pin one’s hopes/faith on Qhe 
can be trusted to carry out an impartial investiga- 
tion rely on. depend on, bank on. count on, be 
sure of 0/ trust we shall meet again hope, ex- 
pect. take it. assume, presume ©they don’t like 
to trust their money to anyone outside the family 
entrust, consign, commit, give, hand over, 
turn over, assign, formal commend 
-oppositfs distrust, mistrust, doubt 

trustee ►noun administrator, agent, custo- 
dian, keeper, steward, depositary, executor, ex- 
ecutrix. Law fiduciary, feoffee 
trustful ► adjective See trusting 
trusting ► adjective trustful, unsuspecting, 
unquestioning, unguarded, unwaiy. naive, in- 
nocent. childlike, ingenuous, wide-eyed, credu- 
lous, gullible, easily taken m 
-opposites distrustful, suspicious 
trustworthy ► adjective reliable, dependable, 
honest, honourable, upright, principled, true, 
truthful, as good as one’s word, ethical, virtu- 
ous, incorruptible, unimpeachable, above sus- 
picion. responsible, sensible, level-headed, 
loyal, faithfijl. staunch, steadfast, trusty, safe, 
sound, reputable, informal on the level. N Amer 
informal straight-up 
-opposites unreliable 

trusty ►adjactlva reliable, dependable, trust- 
worthy. never-failing, unfailing, trusted, loyal, 
faithful, true, staunch, steadfast, constant, un- 
swerving. unwavering 
-opposites unreliable 

truth ► noun © he doubted the truth of her state- 
ment veracity, truthfulness, verity, sincerity, 
candour, honesty, accuracy, correctness, valid- 
ity. factuahty, authenticity 0it's the truth, I 
swear it what actually happened, the case, so, 
gospel (truth), the honest truth Q truth is stran- 
ger than fiction, fact(s), reality, real life, actual- 
ity © scientific truths fact, verity, certainty, 
certitude, law, principle 
-opposites lies, fiction, falsehood 
■ In truth in (actual) fact, m point of fact, in 
reality, really, actually, to tell the truth, if 
truth be told 

truthful ► adjactive ©a truthful answer honest, 
sincere, trustworthy, genuine, candid, frank, 
open, forthright, straight, informal upfront, on 
the level, N Amer informal on the up and up. 0 a 
truthful account, true, accurate, correct, factual, 
faithful, reliable; unvarnished, unembellished. 
formal veracious, veridical. 

-opposites deceitful, untrue, 
try ► verb Q try to help him attempt, endeavour, 
make an effort, exert oneself, strive, do one’s 
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best, do one’s utmost, move heaven and earth, 
undertake, aim, take it on oneself, informal have 
a go. give it one’s best shot, bend over back- 
wards, bust a gut, do one’s damnedest, pull out 
all the stops, go all out. knock oneself out; for 
mal essay, archaic assay. © try it and see what you 
think test, put to the test, sample, taste, in- 
spect, investigate, examine, appraise, evaluate, 
assess, informal check out, give something a 
whirl QMary tried everyone's patience . tax, 
strain, test, stretch, sap, drain, exhaust, wear 
out Qthe case is to be tried by a jury * adjudicate. 
consider, hear, adjudge, examine 

► noun I'll have one last try attempt, effort, en- 
deavour. informal go, shot, crack, stab. bash, 
whack, fonnal essay 

■ try something out test, tnal, expenment 
with, pilot, put through its paces, assess, evalu- 
ate 

trying * adjective Qa trying day stressful, tax 
ing, demanding, difficult, tough, hard, pres- 
sured. frustrating, fraught, arduous, gruelling, 
tinng, exhausting, informal hellish 0 Steve was 
very trying annoying, irritating, exasperating, 
maddening, infuriating, tiresome, irksome, 
troublesome, bothersome, informal aggravating 
-opposites easy, accommodating 

tub ► noun Qa wooden tub container, butt, bar- 
rel. cask, drum, keg ©a tub of yogurt pot, car- 
ton ©a soak in the tub bath, bathtub, hot tub 

tubby ► adjective ( informal) chubby, plump, stout, 
dumpy, chunky, portly, rotund, round, fat, 
overweight, fleshy, paunchy, pot-bellied, corpu- 
lent, informal pudgy, beefy, porky, roly-poly, 
blubbery. Brit informal podgy, N Amer informal 
corn-fed 

-opposites skinny 

tuck ►verb Qhe tucked his shirt into his trousers 
push, insert, slip, thrust, stuff, stick, cram, infor- 
mal pop Qthe dress was tucked all over pleat, 
gather, fold, ruffle Qhe tucked the knife behind 
his seat hide, conceal, secrete, store, stow, infor- 
mal stash 

► noun Qa dress with tucks pleat, gather, fold, 
ruffle Q{Bnt informal) they pinched his tuck food.’ 
informal eats. grub, nosh, chow, Brrt informal scoff. 
N Amor informal chuck, poetic/ literary viands, dated 
victuals 

■ tuck someone In/up make comfortable, 
settle down, cover up, put to bed 

■ tuck In/Into ( informal) eat heartily, devour, 
consume, gobble up, wolf down, informal get 
stuck into, dispose of, polish off, get outside of, 
put away, scoff (down), Bnt informal shift, N Amer 
informal scarf (down/up), snarf (down/up) 

tuft ► noun clump, bunch, knot, cluster, tussock, 
tuffet, lock, wisp, crest, topknot, tassel 

tug ►verb Qfien tugged at her sleeve, pull, pluck, 
tweak, twitch, jerk, wrench, catch hold of, infor- 
mal yank ©she tugged him towards the door 
drag, pull, lug, draw, haul, heave, tow, trail. 

► noun one good tug would loosen it pull, jerk, 
wrench, heave, informal yank 

tuition ► noun instruction, teaching, coaching, 
tutoring, tutelage, lessons, education, school- 
ing; training, drill, preparation, guidance. 

tumble ►verb Qhe tumbled over fall (over/ 
down), topple over, lose one’s balance, keel 
over, take a spill, go headlong, go head over 
heels, tnp (up), stumble, informal come a crop- 


per Qthey all tumbled from the room: hurry, 
rush, scramble, scurry, bound, pile, bundle 
Qa brook tumbled over the rocks' cascade, fall, 
flow, pour, spill, stream. QoQ prices tumbled. 
plummet, plunge, fall, dive, nosedive, drop, 
slump, slide, decrease, decline; informal crash 
0 (informal) I tumbled to what was happening See 
realize sense 1 
-opposites rise 

► noun QI took a tumble in the nettles fall, trip, 
spill, informal nosedive, header, cropper ©a 
tumble in share prices drop, fall, plunge, dive, 
nosedive, slump, decline, collapse; informal 
crash 

-opposites rise 

tumbledown ► adjective dilapidated, ram- 
shackle. decrepit, neglected, run down, gone to 
rack and rum, falling to pieces, decaying, dere- 
lict. crumbling, nckety, shaky; N Amer informal 
shacky 

tumbler ► noun (drinking) glass, beaker, high- 
ball glass 

tumid ►adjective Qher tumid belly swollen, dis- 
tended. tumescent, engorged, enlarged, bloat- 
ed, bulging, protuberant, bulbous Q tumid ora- 
tory bombastic, pompous, tuigid. overblown, 
inflated, high-flown, pretentious, grandiose, 
flond, flowery, magniloquent, grandiloquent, 
orotund, informal highfalutin, purple, windy 
-opposites shrunken, simple 

tummy ► noun ( informal) stomach, abdomen, 
belly, gut, middle, informal turn, insides. Austral 
informal bingy 

tumour ► noun cancerous growth, malignant 
growth, cancer, malignancy, lump, growth, 
swelling, Medicine carcinoma, sarcoma 
-RELATED TERMS OnCO-. -OITia 

tumult ►noun Qshe added her voice to the tu- 
mult clamour, dm, noise, racket, uproar, com- 
motion, ruckus, rumpus, hubbub, pandemon- 
ium, babel, bedlam, brouhaha, furore, fracas, 
melee, frenzy; Scottish & N English stramash, infor- 
mal hullabaloo, Bnt informal row ©years of polit- 
ical tumult turmoil, confusion, disorder, dis- 
array, unrest, chaos, turbulence, mayhem, 
havoc, upheaval, ferment, agitation, trouble. 
-opposites tranquillity 

tumultuous ► adjective Q tumultuous applause 
loud, deafening, thunderous, uproarious, 
noisy, clamorous, vociferous Qa tumultuous 
crowd disorderly, unruly, rowdy, turbulent, 
boisterous, excited, agitated, restless, wild, riot- 
ous, frenzied, informal rumbustious 
-oprosi tes soft, orderly 

tuno ► noun she hummed a cheerful tune’ melody, 
air, strain, theme, song, jingle, ditty 
► vtrb O they tuned their guitars adjust, fine-tune 
Qa body clock tuned to the tides ■ attune, adapt, 
adjust, fine-tune; regulate, modulate 

■ chang# one’s tune change one s mind, do a 
U-tum, have a change of heart; Brrt do an 
about-turn. 

■ In tune in accord, in keepmg, m accord- 
ance. in agreement, in harmony, in step, in 
line, in sympathy. 

tunsful ► adjective melodious, melodic, music- 
al, mellifluous, dulcet, euphonious, harmoni- 
ous, lyrical, lilting, sweet. 

-opposites discordant. 
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tuneless ► idjsctivt discordant, unmelodious, 
dissonant, harsh, cacophonous 
-opposites melodious 

tunnel ► noun a tunnel under the hills under 
ground passage, underpass, subway; shaft, 
burrow, hole, historical mine, sap. 

► vtrb he tunnelled under the fence dig, burrow, 
mine, bore, dull. 

turbid ► adjectivt murky, opaque, cloudy, 
muddy, thick, N Amr roily 
-opposites clear 

turbulent ► adjsctivs Qthe country's turbulent 
post tempestuous, stormy, unstable, unsettled, 
tumultuous, chaotic, violent, anarchic, lawless 
© turbulent seas' rough, stormy, tempestuous, 
storm-tossed, heavy, violent, wild, seething, 
choppy, agitated, boisterous 
-opposites peaceful, calm 

turf ► noun Qthey walked across the turf grass, 
lawn, sod, poetic /literary sward, greensward Q de- 
votees of the turf horse racing, racecourses, 
racetracks Q (informal) he was keen to protect his 
turf territory, domain, province, preserve, 
sphere of influence, stamping ground, informal 
bailiwick, Bnt informal patch, manor 

► verb the lawns have been turfed grass (over) 

■ turf somaona/somathlng out ( informal) Sec 
eject sense 3 

turgid * adjective O ^ls turgid prose bombastic, 
pompous, overblown, inflated, tumid, high- 
flown, affected, pretentious, grandiose, flond. 
ornate, magniloquent, grandiloquent, orotund, 
informal highfalutin, purple, windy Qthe tissues 
become turgid swollen, distended, tumescent, 
engorged, bloated 
-opposites simple 

turkey ► noun. See lists at bird, fowl 

turmoil ►noun political turmoil confusion, up- 
heaval. turbulence, tumult, disorder, disturb- 
ance, agitation, ferment, unrest, trouble, dis- 
ruption. chaos, mayhem, uncertainty, N Amer 
informal tohubohu 
-opposites peace 

■ In turmoil confused, in a whirl, at sixes and 
sevens, reeling, disorientated, informal all over 
the place 

tum ►verb ©the wheels were sttU turning go 
round, revolve, rotate, spin, roll, circle, wheel, 
whirl, gyrate, swivel, pivot 0/ turned and head - 
ed back, change direction, change course, make 
a U-turn, tum about/round, wheel round O the 
car turned the comer go round, round, negoti- 
ate, take ©the path turned to right and left. 
bend, curve, wind, twist, meander, snake, zig- 
zag. Qhe turned his pistol on Liam * aim at. point 
at. level at, direct at, tram on ©he turned his 
ankle sprain, twist, wrench, hurt 0 their honey- 
moon turned into a nightmare’ become, develop 
into, tum out to be; be transformed into, meta- 
morphose into QEmma turned red become, go, 
grow, get. Qhe turned the house into flats, con- 
vert, change, transform, make; adapt, modify, 
rebuild, reconstruct. ©I've Just turned forty. 
reach, get to, become; informal hit. ©the mi Jk 
had turned (go) sour, go off, curdle, become 
rancid, go bad, spoil, ©he turned to politics : 
take up, become involved in. go in for, enter, 
undertake, ©we can now turn to another topic 
move on to. go on to, consider, attend to. ad- 
dress; take up. ©she turned a somersault: per 


form, execute, do. carry out ©an object turned 
on a lathe, fashion, make, shape, form. 

► noun Qa tum of the wheel rotation, revolution, 
spin, whirl, gyration, swivel. 0 a tum to the left 
change of direction, veer, divergence 0 we're 
approaching the tum bend, comer, dog-leg; turn- 
ing, junction, crossroads. N Amer turnout; Bnt 
hairpin bend QyouTl get your tum in a minute 
opportunity, chance, say; stmt, tune; try, infor- 
mal go. shot, stab, crack. 0a comtc turn* act, 
routine, performance, number, piece ©a tum 
around the garden, stroll, walk, saunter, amble, 
wander, ainng, promenade, outmg, excursion, 
jaunt, informal mosey, tootle, spin: Bnt informal 
pootle. 0you gave me quite a tum ! shock, start, 
surprise, jolt; fright, scare ©she did me some 
good turns service, deed, act, favour, kindness, 
disservice, wrong 

■ at avary tum repeatedly, recurrently, all 
the time, always, constantly, again and again 

■ In tum one after the other, one by one, 
one at a time, in succession, successively, se- 
quentially 

■ taka a tum for the batter improve, pick up. 
look up, perk up. rally, tum the comer, re- 
cover, revive 

■ taka a tum for tha woraa deteriorate. 
worsen, decline, go downhill 

■ to a tum perfectly, just nght. to perfection. 
informal to a T 

■ tum of avanta development, incident, oc- 
currence, happening, circumstance 

■ tum against somaone become hostile to. 
take a dislike to 

■ tum somaona away send away, reject, re- 
buff, repel, cold-shoulder, informal send packing 

■ tum back retrace one s steps, go back, re- 
turn, retreat 

■ tum somaona/somathlng down O bis novel 
was turned down- reject, spurn, rebuff, refuse, 
decline, Bnt mfonnal knock back QPete turned 
the sound down reduce, lower, decrease, lessen, 
muffle, mute 

■ tum In (informal) go to bed, retire, call it a 
day, mfonnal hit the hay, hit the sack 

■ tum somaona In betray, inform on, de- 
nounce, sell out, stab someone in the back, in- 
formal split on. blow the whistle on. rat on, 
peach on, squeal on, Bnt informal grass on, shop, 
N Amer informal finger, Austral /NZ informal dob on 

■ tum somathlng In Qyour documents must be 
turned in hand in/over, give m, submit, surren- 
der, give up. deliver, return Qhe turned in a 
score of 199. achieve, attain, reach, make, notch 
up. chalk up. rack up, record 

■ tum of mind disposition, inclination, ten- 
dency, propensity, bias, bent 

■ tum off they turned off the road, leave, branch 
off; mfonnal take a left/right, N Amer informal 
hang a left/nght 

■ tum somaona off (informal) put off, leave 
cold, repel, disgust, revolt, offend, disenchant, 
alienate; bore, N Amer mfonnal gross out 

■ tum somathlng off switch off, shut off. put 
off, extinguish, deactivate; informal kill, cut. 

■ tum on the decision turned on the law depend 
on, rest on. hinge on, be contingent on, be de- 
cided by 

■ tum somaona on (informal). See arouse sense 
3 

■ turn somathlng on switch on. put on. start 
up. activate, tnp. 
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■ turn on somoono attack, set on. fall on, let 
fly at. lash out at, hit out at. round on, informal 
lay into, tear into, let someone have it, bite 
someone’s head off, jump down someone’s 
throat, Bnt informal have a go at, N Amer informal 
light into 

■ turn out O a huge crowd turned out come, be 
present, attend, appear, turn up, arrive, assem- 
ble. gather, informal show up. Git turned out that 
she had been abroad transpire, emerge, come to 
light, become apparent G things didn't turn out 
as I'd intended happen, occur, come about, de- 
velop. work out, come out, end up. informal pan 
out, formal eventuate 

■ turn someone out throw out, eject, evict, 
expel, oust, drum out. banish, informal kick out, 
send packing, boot out, show someone the 
door, turf out 

■ turn something out ©turn out the light See 
turn something off G they turn out a million 
engines a year produce, make, manufacture, 
fabricate, put out, chum out ©she turned out 
the cupboards clear out, clean out, empty (out) 

■ turn over overturn, upturn, capsize, keel 
over, turn turtle, be upended 

■ turn something over ©/ turned over a few 
pages flip over, flick through, leaf through 
Qshe turned the proposal over in her mind think 
about/over, consider, weigh up, ponder, con- 
template. reflect on, chew over, mull over, 
muse on. ruminate on ©he turned over the busi- 
ness to his brother transfer, hand over, pass on. 
consign, commit 

■ turn of phrase expression, idiom, phrase, 
term, word 

■ turn someone’s stomach nauseate, sicken, 
make someone’s gorge rise 

■ turn to someone/something seek help 
from, have recourse to, approach, apply to, ap- 
peal to, take to, resort to 

■ turn up ©the missing documents turned up be 
found, be discovered, be located, reappear 
©the police turned up arrive, appear, present 
oneself, informal show (up), show one’s face 
© something better will turn up present itself, 
occur, happen, crop up 

■ turn something up ©she turned up the vol- 
ume increase, raise, amplify, intensify Qth ey 
turned up lots of information discover, uncover, 
unearth, find, dig up. ferret out, root out, ex- 
pose ©/ turned up the hem take up, raise, 
shorten 

turncoat ►noun traitor, renegade, defector, 
deserter, betrayer, Judas, fifth columnist, quis- 
ling. informal rat 

turning ► noun turn-off, turn, side road, exit, 

N Amer turnout 

turning point ► noun watershed, critical mo- 
ment, decisive moment, moment of truth, 
crossroads, ensis 

turnout ► noun ©the lecture attracted a good 
turnout attendance, audience, house, crowd, 
gathering, throng, assembly, assemblage, con- 
gregation. ©his turnout was very elegant outfit, 
clothes, clothing, dress, garb, attire, ensemble, 
informal get-up, gear, togs; Bnt mfonnal clobber, 
kit, formal apparel 

turnover ► noun ©an annual turnover of £2.25 
million (gross) revenue, income, yield, sales 
©a high turnover of staff rate of replacement, 
change, movement 


turpitude ► noun ( formal) See depravity 

tUSSle ► noun hi s glasses were smashed in the tus 
sle scuffle, fight, struggle, skirmish, brawl 
scrum, rough and tumble, free-for-all, fracas 
fray, rumpus, melee. Insh, N Amer, & Austral 
donnybrook, informal scrap, dust-up, punch-up 
spat, ruck, Bnt mfonnal ding-dong, bust-up. Scot 
tish mfomrial rammy. Law, dated affray 

► verb demonstrators tussled with police scuffle 
fight, struggle, brawl, grapple, wrestle, clash 
mfonnal scrap, N Amer informal rough-house 

tutor ► noun a history tutor teacher, instructor 
educator, educationalist, lecturer, trainer, men 
tor, mfonnal teach, formal pedagogue 

► verb he was tutored at home teach, instruct, edu- 
cate, school, coach, train, drill 

tutorial ► noun lesson, class, seminar 
twaddlo ► noun ( mfonnaf) See nonsense sense 1 

tweak ►verb ©he tweaked the hoy’s ear pull, 
jerk, tug, twist, twitch, pinch, squeeze ©(/n/br- 
maf) the programme can be tweaked to sutt your 
needs adjust, modify, alter, change, adapt, re- 
fine 

► noun © he gave her hair a tweak pull, jerk, tug. 
twist, pinch, twitch, squeeze & (informal) a few 
minor tweaks were required adjustment, modifi- 
cation, alteration, change, refinement 

twee ►adjective (Bnt )Q twee little shops quaint, 
sweet, dainty, pretty, informal cute, cutesy ©the 
lyncs are too twee in places sentimental, over- 
sentimental. mawkish, sickly, Bnt mfonnal soppy 

twelve ► cardinal number dozen, zodiac 
-related terms duodecimal, dodeca- 

twenty ► cardinal number score 

-RELATED TERMS 1COS- 

twlddle ► verb she twiddled the dials turn, 
twist, swivel, twirl, adjust, move, jiggle, fiddle 
with, play with 

■ twiddle one’s thumbs be idle, kick one's 
heels, kill time, waste time, mfonnal hang 
around/round. Bnt mfonnal hang about 

twig 1 ► noun leafy twigs stick, spng, withy, 
shoot, stem, branchlet 

twig 2 ► verb (Bnt mfomrial) she finally twigged what I 
was on about realize, understand, grasp, com- 
prehend, take m, fathom, see, recognize, infor- 
mal latch on to, cotton on to, tumble to. get, 
get wise to, figure out, Bnt informal suss 

twilight ► noun ©we arrived at twilight dusk, 
sunset, sundown, nightfall, evening, close of 
day, poetic I literary eventide ©it was scarcely visible 
in the twilight, half-light, semi-darkness, gloom 
e the twilight of his career decline, waning, ebb, 
autumn, final years 

-RELATED TERMS Crepuscular 

-opposites dawn 

► adjective a twilight world, shadowy, dark, shady, 
dim, gloomy, obscure 

twin ► noun a sitting room that was the twin of her 
own duplicate, double, carbon-copy, exact like- 
ness, mirror image, replica, lookalike, clone, 
counterpart, match, pair; informal spitting 
image, dead ringer 

► adjective © the twin towers of the stadium ■ match- 
ing, identical, matched, paired. Qthe twin aims 
of conservation and recreation: twofold, double, 
dual, related, linked, connected; corresponding, 
parallel, complementaxy, equivalent. 
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► verb the company twinned its brewing with distilling 
combine, join, link, couple, pair 

twine ►noun a ball of twine string, cord, 
thread, yam 

► verb ©she twined her arms around him wind, en- 
twine, wrap, wreathe ©convolvulus twined 
around the tree entwine itself, coil, loop, twist, 
spiral, curl ©a bloom was twined in her hair 
weave, interlace, intertwine, braid, twist 

twinge ►noun © twinges in her stomach pain, 
spasm, ache, throb, cramp, stitch ©a twinge of 
guilt pang, pnek. dart, qualm, scruple, nnsgiv 
ing 

twinkle ►verb ©the lights of the city twinkled 
glitter, sparkle, shine, glimmer, shimmer, 
glint, gleam, glisten, flicker, flash, wink, poetic/ 
literary coruscate, glister Q his feet twinkled over 
the ground dart, dance, skip, flit, glide 

► noun the twinkle of the lights glitter, sparkle, 
glimmer, shimmer, glint, gleam, flicker, flash, 
wink, poetic/ literary coruscation 

twinkling ► adjective sparkling, glistening, 
glittering, glimmering, glinting, gleaming, 
flickering, winking, shining, scintillating, 
poetic/ literary coruscating 

twirl ► verb ©she twirled her parasol spin, whirl, 
turn, gyrate, pivot, swivel, twist, i evolve, ro- 
tate ©she twirled her hair round her fingers wind, 
twist, coil, curl, wrap 

► noun she did a quick twirl pirouette, spin, whirl, 
turn, twist, rotation, revolution, gyration 

twist ► verb ©the impact twisted the chassis 
crumple, crush, buckle, mangle, warp, deform, 
distort ©her face twisted with rage contort, 
screw up QMa anxtouslv twisted a handkerchief 
wring, squeeze Ohe twisted round m his seat 
turn (round), swivel (round), spin (round), 
pivot, rotate, revolve ©she twisted out of his 
grasp wriggle, squirm, worm, wiggle ©/ twist- 
ed my ankle sprain, wrench, turn, nek, cnck 
©you are twisting mv words distort, misrepre- 
sent, change, alter, pervert, falsify, warp, skew, 
misinterpret, misconstrue, misstate, misquote, 
garble ©he twisted the radio knob twiddle, ad- 
just, turn, rotate, swivel ©she twisted her hair 
round her finger wind, twirl, coil, curl, wrap 
<E> the wires were twisted together intertwine. 
twine, interlace, weave, plait, braid, coil, wind 
CD the road twisted and turned wind, bend, 
curve, turn, meander, weave, zigzag, swerve, 
snake 

► noun ©the twist of a dial turn, twirl, spin ©a 
personality twist quirk, idiosyncrasy, foible, ec- 
centricity, peculianty, oddity, kink, aberration, 
fault, flaw, imperfection, defect, failing, weak- 
ness Q(Bnt) a twist of tobacco wad, quid, plug, 
chew, Brit screw © long twists of black hair ring 
let, curl, corkscrew, coil, lock, hank ©the 
twists of the road bend, curve, turn, zigzag, 
kink, dog-leg, Brit hairpin bend ©the twists of 
the plot convolution, complication, complex- 
ity, intricacy; surprise, revelation ©a new twist 
on an old theme interpretation, slant, outlook, 
angle, approach, treatment, vanation 

■ twist someone's arm { informal) pressurize. 
coerce, force, persuade, informal lean on, bulb 
doze, railroad, put the screws on 

twisted ►sdjsctive ©twisted metal crumpled, 
bent, crushed, buckled, warped, misshapen, 
distorted, deformed, ©a twtsted smile, crooked, 
lopsided, contorted, wry ©his twisted mind 


perverted, warped, deviant, depraved, corrupt, 
abnormal, unhealthy, aberrant, distorted, cor- 
rupted, debauched, debased, informal sick, kinky, 
pervy 

twisty ► adjective winding, windy, twisting, 
bendy, zigzag, meandering, curving, sinuous, 
snaky 

-opposites straight 

twit ► noun ( Bnt informal) See fool noun sense 1 
twitch ► verb ©he twitched and then lay still 
jerk, convulse, have a spasm, quiver, tremble, 
shiver, shudder ©he twitched the note out of my 
hand snatch, tweak, pluck, pull, tug, informal 
yank 

► noun ©a twitch of her lips spasm, convulsion, 
quiver, tremor, shiver, shudder, tic ©he gave a 
twitch at his moustache pull, tug, tweak, informal 
yank ©he felt a twitch of annoyance pang, 
twinge, dart, stab, pntk 

twitter ► verb ©sparrows twittered under the 
eaves chirp, chirrup, cheep, tweet, peep, chat- 
ter, trill, warble, sing &stop twittering about 
Iranas prattle, babble, chatter, gabble, jabber, 
go on, yap, blether, blither, ramble, informal yak, 
yabber. Bnt informal witter, rabbit, chunter, waf- 
fle 

► noun ©a bird’s twitter chirp, chirrup, cheep, 
tweet, peep, trill, warble, song ©her non-stop 
twitter prattle, chatter, babble, talk, gabble, 
blether, informal yackety-yak, Bnt informal witter- 
ing, nattering, chuntering © (informal) she got 
into a real twitter See stew noun sense 2 

two ►cardinal number pair, duo. duet, double, 
dyad, duplet, tandem, archaic twain 
-reiated terms binary, dual, bi-, di , duo- 
two-faced ►adjective deceitful, insincere, 
double-dealing. hypocritical. back-stabbing, 
talse, untrustworthy, duplicitous, deceiving, 
dissembling, dishonest, disloyal, treacherous, 
faithless, poetic /literary perfidious 
-opposites sincere 
twosome ► noun couple, pair, duo 
tycoon ► noun magnate, mogul, businessman, 
captain of industry, industrialist, financier, 
entrepreneur, millionaire, multimillionaire, in- 
formal big shot, bigwig, honcho, Bnt informal su- 
premo, N Amer informal big wheel, kahuna, de- 
rogatory fat cat 

type ► noun ©a curate of the old-fashioned type 
kind, sort, variety, class, category, set, genre, 
species, order, breed, race, style, nature, man- 
ner, rank, generation, vintage, stamp, ilk, kid- 
ney, cast, grain, mould, N Amer stnpe © {infor- 
mal) sporty types person, individual, character, 
sort, Bnt informal bod © his sayings are the type of 
modem wisdom epitome, quintessence, essence, 
archetype, paradigm, model, embodiment 
©italic type print, typeface, face, characters, 
lettering, letters, font, Bnt fount 
typhoon ► noun cyclone, tropical storm, 
storm, tornado, hurricane, whirlwind, N Amer 
informal twister 

typical ► adjoctivt ©a typical example of art deco 
representative, classic, quintessential, arche- 
typal. model, prototypical, stereotypical ©a 
fairly typical day normal, average, ordinary, 
standard, regular, routine, run-of-the-mill, con- 
ventional, unremarkable, unexceptional, informal 
bog-standard ©it’s typical of him to forget: char 
acteristic, in keeping, usual, normal, par for 
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the course, predictable, true to form, custom- 
ary, habitual 

-opposites unusual, exceptional, uncharacter- 
istic. 

typMV ► verb Qhe typified the civil servant: epit- 
omize, exemplify, characterize, be representa- 
tive of, personify, embody. Qthe sun typified the 
Greeks symbolize, represent, stand for, be em- 
blematic of 

tyrannical ►adjective dictatorial, despotic, 
autocratic, oppressive, repressive, totalitarian, 
undemocratic, illiberal, authoritarian, high- 
handed, imperious, harsh, strict, iron-handed, 
severe, cruel, brutal, ruthless 
-opposites liberal 

tyrannize ►verb dominate, dictate to. brow- 
beat, intimidate, bully, lord it over, persecute, 
victimize, torment, oppress, rule with a rod of 


iron, repress, crush, subjugate; informal push 
around 

tyranny ► noun despotism, absolute power, au- 
tocracy, dictatorship, totalitarianism. Fascism; 
oppression, repression, subjugation, enslave- 
ment, authoritarianism, bullying, severity, 
cruelty, brutality, ruthlessness. 

tyrant ►noun dictator, despot, autocrat, au- 
thoritarian, oppressor; slave-driver, martinet, 
bully 

tyro ► noun novice, beginner, learner, neophyte, 
newcomer, initiate, fledgling, apprentice, train- 
ee, probationer, N Amer tenderfoot, informal 
rookie, newie, newbie; N Amer informal green- 
horn 

-opposites veteran 





ubiquitous ► adjective omnipresent, ever- 
present. everywhere, all over the place, all- 
pervasive. universal, worldwide, global, nfe, 
prevalent, far-reaching, inescapable 
-opposites rare 

ugly > adjective ©an ugly face unattractive, ill- 
favoured, hideous, plain, unlovely, unprepos- 
sessing. unsightly, hombie, frightful, awful, 
ghastly, unpleasant, vile, revolting, repellent, 
iepugnant, grotesque, monstrous, reptilian, 
misshapen, deformed, disfigured. N Amer 
homely, informal not much to look at, Bnt. informal 
no oil painting © things got pretty ugly un 
pleasant, nasty, disagreeable, alarming, tense, 
charged, senous, grave, dangerous, perilous, 
threatening, menacing, hostile, ominous, sinis- 
ter ©an ugly rumour horrible, despicable, rep- 
rehensible, nasty, appalling, objectionable, of- 
fensive, obnoxious, vile, dishonourable, rotten, 
vicious, spiteful 
-opposites beautiful, pleasant 
ulcer ► noun sore, ulceration, abscess, boil, 
carbuncle, blister, gumboil, wen. Medicine 
aphtha, chancre, furuncle 
ulterior ► adjactlva underlying, undisclosed, 
undivulged, concealed, hidden, covert, secret, 
personal, private, selfish 
-opposites overt 

Ultimate ► adjective © the ultimate collapse of the 
Empire eventual, final, concluding, terminal, 
end, resulting, ensuing, consequent, subse- 
quent Q ultimate truths about civilization funda 
mental, basic, primary, elementary, elemental, 
absolute, central, key. crucial, essential, piv- 
otal e the ultimate gift for cat lovers best, ideal, 
greatest, supreme, paramount, superlative, 
highest, utmost, optimum, quintessential 

► noun the ultimate in luxury living ■ utmost, opti- 
mum, last word, height, epitome, peak, pinna- 
cle, acme, zenith, nonpareil, dernier an, ne 
plus ultra, informal the bee’s knees, the cat’s 
pyjamas/whiskers 

ultimately ► adverb © the cost will ultimately fall 
on us eventually, in the end, m the long run, 
at length, finally, sooner or later, m time, in 
the fullness of time, when all is said and done, 
one day. some day, sometime, informal when 
push comes to shove; Bnt informal at the end of 
the day ©two ultimately contradictory reasons 
fundamentally, basically, primarily, essential- 
ly, at heart, deep down 

ultra- ►combining form an ultra-conservative view 
extremely, exceedingly, excessively, immense- 
ly, especially, exceptionally; N English right, infor- 
mal mega, mucho, majorly. oh-so, Brit informal 
dead, ever so, well; N Amer informal real; informal, 
dated devilish, archaic exceeding 

► noun ultras in the animal rights movement: extrem 
ist, radical, fanatic, zealot, diehard, militant. 

umbraga 

rntmkm umbraga take offence, take excep- 
tion. be aggrieved, be affronted, be annoyed, 
be angry, be indignant, be put out, be insulted, 
be hurt, be piqued, be resentful, be disgrun- 


tled, go into a huff, informal be miffed, have 
one’s nose put out of joint, Bnt informal get the 
hump 

umbrella ►noun ©they huddled under the um- 
brella parasol, sunshade, Bnt informal brolly, Bnt 
informal, dated gamp ©the groups worked under the 
umbrella of the Liberal Party aegis, auspices, pat- 
ronage. protection, guardianship, support, 
backing, agency, guidance, care, charge, re- 
sponsibility, cover 

umpire ► noun the umpire reversed his decision 
referee, linesman, adjudicator, arbitrator, 
judge, moderator, informal ref, N Amer informal 
ump 

► verb he umpired a boat race referee, adjudicate, 
arbitrate, judge, moderate, oversee, Cncket 
stand, informal ref 

umpteen ► adjective (informal) See countlfss 
unabashed ► adjective unashamed, shameless, 
unembarrassed, brazen, audacious, barefaced, 
blatant, flagrant, bold, cocky, unrepentant, un- 
daunted, unconcerned, fearless 
-opposites sheepish 

unable ► adjective powerless, impotent, at a 
loss, inadequate, incompetent, unfit, unquali- 
fied. incapable 

unabridged ► adjective complete, entire, 
whole, intact, uncut, unshortened, unexpur- 
gated 

unacceptable ► adjective intolerable, insuf- 
ferable, unsatisfactory, inadmissible, inappro- 
priate. unsuitable, undesirable, unreasonable, 
insupportable, offensive, obnoxious, disagree- 
able, disgraceful, deplorable, beyond the pale, 
bad, informal not on, a bit much, too much, out 
of order. Brit informal a bit thick, a bit off, not 
cncket, formal exceptionable 
-opposites satisfactory 

unaccompanied ► adjective alone, on one’s 
own. by oneself, solo, lone, solitary, single- 
handed, unescorted, unattended, unchaper- 
oned; informal by one's lonesome; Bnt informal on 
one’s tod, on one’s Jack Jones, Austral /NZ informal 
on one’s Pat Malone 

unaccomplished ► adjective © unaccom- 

plished works uncompleted, incomplete, unfin- 
ished, undone, half-done, unfulfilled, neglect- 
ed ©an unaccomplished poet inexpert, unskil- 
ful. unskilled, amateur, amateurish, unquali- 
fied, untrained, incompetent, maladroit. 
-opposites complete, skilful, 
unaccountable ►adjective ojbr some un- 
accountable reason inexplicable, insoluble, in- 
comprehensible, unfathomable, impenetrable, 
puzzling, perplexing, baffling, bewildering, 
mystifying, mysterious, inscrutable, peculiar, 
strange, queer, odd, obscure; Informal weird, 
freaky; Bnt. informal rum ©the Council is un- 
accountable to anyone : unanswerable, not liable, 
free, exempt, immune; unsupennsed 
unaccustomed ► adjactiva ©she was unaccus- 
tomed to being bossed about * unused, new, fresh, 
unfamiliar with, inexpenenced in, unconver- 
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sant with, unacquainted with ©he showed un- 
accustomed motion ■ unusual, unfamiliar, un- 
common, unwonted, exceptional, extraordin- 
ary, rare, surprising, abnormal, atypical 
-opposites habitual 

unacquainted ► adjective unfamiliar, un- 
accustomed. unused, inexperienced, ignorant, 
uninformed, unenlightened, unconversant; infor- 
mal in the dark, poetic/ literary nescient 
-opposites familiar 

unadomad ► adjective unembellished, unoma- 
mented, undecorated, unfussy, no-nonsense, 
no-fhlls, plain, basic, restrained, bare, bald, 
austere, stark, spartan, clinical 
-opposites ornate 

unadventurous ► adjective cautious, careful, 
circumspect, wary, hesitant, timid, conserva- 
tive, conventional, unenterprising, unexciting, 
unimaginative, boring, strait-laced, stuffy, 
narrow-minded, informal square, straight, stick- 
m-the-mud 

-opposites enterprising 

unaffected ► adjective ©they are unaffected by 
the cabinet reshuffle unchanged, unaltered, un- 
influenced, untouched, unmoved, unresponsive 
to. proof against, impervious to. immune to 
© his manner was unaffected unassuming, unpre- 
tentious. down-to-earth, natural, easy, uninhib- 
ited. open, artless, guileless, ingenuous, un- 
sophisticated ©she was welcomed with unaffected 
warmth genuine, real, sincere, honest, earnest, 
wholehearted, heartfelt, true, bona fide, frank, 
open, informal upfront 

-opposites influenced, pretentious, false, 
feigned 

unafraid ► adjective undaunted, unabashed, 
fearless, brave, courageous, plucky, intrepid, 
stout-hearted, bold, danng. confident, auda- 
cious, mettlesome, unshrinking, informal gutsy, 
spunky 

-opposites timid 

unanimous ► adjective ©doctors were unani- 
mous about the effects united, in agreement, in 
accord, of one mind, in harmony, concordant, 
undivided ©a unanimous vote uniform, consist- 
ent, united, concerted, congruent 
-opposites divided 

unanswerable ►adjective ©an unanswerable 
case, irrefutable, indisputable, undeniable, in- 
contestable, incontrovertible, conclusive, abso- 
lute. positive © unanswerable questions insol 
uble, unsolvable, msolvable, inexplicable, un- 
explainable 

-opposites weak, obvious 

unanswered ► adjective unresolved, un- 
decided, unsettled, undetermined, pending, 
open to question, up in the air, doubtful, dis- 
puted 

unappetizing ►adjective unpalatable, unin- 
viting, unappealing, unpleasant, off-putting, 
disagreeable, distasteful, unsavoury, insipid, 
tasteless, flavourless, dull, inedible, uneatable, 
revolting, informal yucky. gross 
-opposites tempting 

unapproachable ► adjective © unapproach- 
able islands inaccessible, unreachable, remote, 
out of the way. isolated, far-flung; informal off 
the beaten track, m the middle of nowhere, in 
the sticks, unget-at-able, ©her boss appeared un- 
approachable aloof, distant, remote, detached, 


reserved, withdrawn, uncommunicative, guard- 
ed. undemonstrative, unresponsive, unforth- 
coming, unfriendly, unsympathetic, unsociable, 
cool, cold, frosty, stiff, formal, informal stand- 
offish 

-opposites accessible, friendly 
unarmed ► adjective defenceless, weaponless, 
unprotected, undefended, unguarded, unshield- 
ed, vulnerable, exposed, assailable, pregnable 
unassailable ►adjective ©an unassailable fort- 
ress impregnable, invulnerable, impenetrable, 
inviolable, invincible, unconquerable, secure, 
safe, strong, indestructible ©his logic was un- 
assailable indisputable, undeniable, unquestion- 
able, incontestable, incontrovertible, irrefut- 
able, indubitable, watertight, sound, good, 
sure, manifest, patent, obvious 
-opposites defenceless 

unassartlva ►adjective passive, retiring, un- 
forthcommg, submissive, unassuming, self- 
effacing, modest, humble, meek, unconfident, 
diffident, shy, timid, insecure, informal mousy 
-opposites bold 

unassuming ► adjective modest, self-effacing, 
humble, meek, reserved, diffident, unobtrusive, 
unostentatious, unpretentious, unaffected, nat- 
ural, artless, ingenuous 

unattached ►adjective ©they were both un- 
attached single, unmarried, unwed, partner- 
less. uncommitted, available, footloose and 
fancy free, on one’s own, on the shelf, unloved 
© we are unattached to any organization unaffili 
ated, unallied; autonomous, independent, 
non-aligned, self-governing, neutral, separate, 
unconnected, detached 
-opposites mamed 

unattended ►adjective ©his cries went un- 
attended ignored, disregarded, neglected, 
passed over © an unattended vehicle unguarded, 
un watched, alone, solitary, abandoned ©she 
had to walk there unattended unaccompanied, un- 
escorted, partnerless, unchaperoned, alone, on 
one's own, by oneself, solo, informal by one's 
lonesome, Brit informal on one’s tod. on one’s 
Jack Jones, Austral /NZ informal on one’s Pat 
Malone 

unattractive ► adjective plain, ugly, ill- 
favoured, unappealing, unsightly, unlovely, un- 
prepossessing, displeasing, hideous, monstrous, 
grotesque; N Amer homely, informal not much to 
look at, as ugly as sin; Bnt informal no oil paint- 
ing 

-opposites beautiful 

unauthorized ► adjective unofficial, unsanc- 
tioned, unaccredited, unlicensed, unwarranted, 
unapproved; disallowed, prohibited, banned, 
barred, forbidden, outlawed, illegal, illegitim- 
ate, illicit, proscribed 
-opposites official 

unavailing ► adjective ineffective, ineffectual, 
inefficacious, vain, futile, useless, unsuccessful, 
fruitless, profitless, unprofitable, to no avail, 
abortive; archaic bootless. 

-opposites effective. 

unavoidable ► adjective inescapable, inevit- 
able, inexorable, assured, certain, predestined, 
predetermined, ineluctable; necessary, compul- 
sory, required, obligatory, mandatory 
unaware ► adjective ignorant, unknowing, un- 
conscious, heedless, unmindful, oblivious, un- 



909 


unawares | uncanny 


suspecting, uninformed, unenlightened, unwit- 
ting. innocent, inattentive, unobservant, unper- 
ceptive. blind, deaf, informal in the dark, poeticj 
literary nescient 
-opposites conscious 

unawares ►adverb O brigands caught them un- 
awares by surprise, unexpectedly, without 
warning, suddenly, abruptly, unprepared, off- 
guard, informal with one’s trousers down, nap- 
ping, Bat informal on the hop. ©t he roach ap- 
proached the pike unawares * unknowingly, unwit- 
tingly, unconsciously, unintentionally, inad- 
vertently, accidentally, by mistake 
-opposites prepared, knowingly 

unbalanced ► adjective ©he is unbalanced and 
dangerous ■ unstable, mentally ill, deranged, de- 
mented, disturbed, unhinged, insane, mad. out 
of one’s mind, non compos mentis, informal 
crazy, loopy, loony, nuts, nutty, cracked, 
screwy, batty, dotty, cuckoo, bonkers, mental, 
off one’s head, round the bend/twist, Bnt infor- 
mal barmy, potty, crackers, barking, off one’s 
rocker. N Amer informal nutso, squirrelly, dated 
touched ©u most unbalanced article biased, 
prejudiced, onesided, partisan, inequitable, un- 
just. unfair, parti pns 
-opposites sane, unbiased 

unbearable ►adjaettva intolerable, insuffer- 
able, insupportable, unendurable, unaccept- 
able. unmanageable, more than flesh and 
blood can stand, overpowering, informal too 
much 

-opposites tolerable 

unbeatable ►adjective invincible, unstop- 
pable, unassailable, indomitable, unconquer- 
able, unsurpassable, matchless, peerless, su- 
preme. 

unbeaten ► adjective undefeated, uncon- 
quered, unsurpassed, unequalled, unrivalled, 
triumphant, victorious, supreme, matchless, se- 
cond to none 

unbecoming ►adjective Qan unbecoming sun- 
dress unflattering, unattractive, unsightly, 
plain, ugly, hideous, unsuitable © conduct unbe- 
coming to the Senate, inappropriate, unfitting, 
unbefitting, unsuitable, unsuited, inapt, out of 
keeping, untoward, incorrect, unacceptable, 
unworthy, improper, unseemly, undignified 
-opposites flattering, appropriate 

unbelief ► noun atheism, non-belief, agnosti- 
cism, apostasy, irrehgion, godlessness, nihil- 
ism, scepticism, cynicism, disbelief, doubt 
-opposites faith 

unbelievable ► adjtctlvt incredible, beyond 
belief, inconceivable, unthinkable, unimagin- 
able; unconvincing, far-fetched, implausible, 
improbable, informal hard to swallow. 

-opposites credible. 

unbend ►vet QI couldn’t unbend my knees 
straighten (out), extend, flex, uncurl. ©1/ 
you’d only unbend a little: relax, unwind, de- 
stress, loosen up, let oneself go, informal let 
one's hair down, let it all hang out, hang loose 

unbending ►adjective ©an unbending man: 
aloof, formal, stiff, reserved, remote, forbid- 
ding, cool, unfeeling, unemotional, unfriendly, 
austere; informal uptight, stand-offish. © unbend- 
ing attitudes: uncompromising, inflexible, un- 
yielding, hard-line, tough, strict, firm, resolute, 


determined, unrelenting, relentless, inexorable, 
intransigent, immovable 

unbiased ►adjtctlva impartial, unprejudiced, 
neutral, non-partisan, disinterested, detached, 
dispassionate, objective, open-minded, equit- 
able, even-handed, fair 
-opposites prejudiced 

Unbidden ►adjective ©an unbidden guest unin 
vited, unasked, unsolicited, unwanted, unwel- 
come © unbidden excitement spontaneous, un- 
prompted, voluntary, unforced, unplanned, un- 
premeditated, informal off-the-cuff 

Unbind ►verb untie, uncham, unfetter, un- 
shackle. unfasten, untether, undo, loosen, re- 
lease, free, liberate 

unblemished ► adjective impeccable, flaw- 
less, faultless, perfect, pure, whiter than white, 
clean, spotless, unsullied, unspoilt, undefiled, 
untouched, untarnished, unpolluted, incorrupt, 
guiltless, sinless, innocent, blameless, informal 
squeaky clean 
-opposites flawed 

unborn ►adjective ©your unborn child embry 
onic, fetal, in utero, expected ©the unborn gen- 
erations future, coming, forthcoming, subse- 
quent 

unbounded ►adjective unlimited, boundless, 
limitless, illimitable, unrestrained, unrestrict- 
ed, unconstrained, uncontrolled, unchecked, 
unbndled, untold, immeasurable, endless, un- 
ending, interminable, everlasting, infinite, in- 
exhaustible 
-opposites limited 

unbreakable ►adjactive shatperproof, in- 
destructible. imperishable, durable, long- 
lasting, toughened, sturdy, stout, resistant, 
hard-weanng. heavy-duty 
-opposites fragile 

unbridled ► adjactive unrestrained, uncon- 
strained, uncontrolled, uninhibited, unrestrict- 
ed, unchecked, uncurbed, rampant, runaway, 
irrepressible, unstoppable, intemperate, im- 
moderate 

-opposites restrained 

unbroken ►adjective Qthe last unbroken win- 
dow undamaged, unimpaired, unharmed, un- 
scathed. untouched, sound, intact, whole, per- 
fect ©an unbroken horse untamed, undomesti- 
cated, wild, feral ©an unbroken chain of victor- 
ies uninterrupted, continuous, endless, con- 
stant, unremitting, ongoing ©his record is still 
unbroken unbeaten, undefeated, unsurpassed, 
unrivalled, unjnatched, supreme 

unburden ► verb she had a sudden wish to unbur- 
den herself open one’s heart, confess, tell all, in- 
formal come clean, archaic unbosom oneself 

uncalled 

■ uncalled for gratuitous, unnecessary, need- 
less. inessential, undeserved, unmerited, un- 
warranted, unjustified, unreasonable, unfair, 
inappropriate, pointless, unasked, unsolicited, 
unrequested, unprompted, unprovoked, unwel- 
come. 

Uncanny ►adjactlva ©the silence was uncanny 
eerie, unnatural, unearthly, other-worldly, 
ghostly, strange, abnormal, weird, bizarre, 
freakish. Scottish eldntch; informal creepy, 
spooky, freaky ©an uncanny resemblance strik 
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ing, remarkable, extraordinaiy, exceptional, in- 
credible, noteworthy, notable, arresting 
unceasing ► adjective incessant, ceaseless, 
constant, continual, unabating, interminable, 
endless, unending, never-ending, everlasting, 
eternal, perpetual, continuous, non-stop, un- 
interrupted, unbroken, unremitting, persistent, 
relentless, unrelenting, unrelieved, sustained, 
unceremonious ► adjective © an unceremoni- 
ous dismissal abrupt, sudden, hasty, humed. 
summary, perfunctory, undignified, rude, im- 
polite. discourteous, offhand, ©an unceremoni- 
ous man informal, casual, relaxed, easy-going, 
familiar, natural, open, informal laid-back 
-opposites formal 

uncertain ► adjective o the effects are uncertain 
unknown, debatable, open to question, in 
doubt, undetermined, unsure, in the balance, 
up in the air, unpredictable, unforeseeable, in- 
calculable, nsky. chancy, informal iffy Q uncer- 
tain weather changeable, vanable, changeful, 
irregular, unpredictable, unreliable, unsettled, 
erratic, fluctuating ©Ed was uncertain about the 
decision • unsure, doubtful, dubious, undecided, 
irresolute, hesitant, blowing hot and cold, 
vacillating, vague, unclear, ambivalent, in two 
minds ©an uncertain smile hesitant, tentative, 
faltering, unsure, unconfident 
-opposites predictable, sure, confident 
unchangeable ► adjective unalterable, im- 
mutable, invariable, changeless, fixed, hard 
and fast, cast-iron, set in stone, established, 
permanent, enduring, abiding, lasting, indes- 
tructible, ineradicable, irreversible 
-opposites variable 

unchanging ► adjective consistent, constant, 
regular, unvarying, predictable, stable, steady, 
fixed, permanent, perpetual, eternal, sustained, 
lasting, persistent 

uncharitable ► adjective mean, mean-spinted, 
unkind, selfish, self-centred, inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, insensitive, unfriendly, unsympa- 
thetic, uncaring, ungenerous, ungracious, un- 
fair 

uncharted ► adjective unexplored, undiscov- 
ered, unmapped, untravelled, unfamiliar, un- 
plumbed, unknown 

uncivil * adjective impolite, rude, discourteous, 
disrespectful, unmannerly, bad-mannered, im- 
pertinent, impudent, ungracious, brusque, 
sharp, curt, offhand, gruff, churlish, informal off, 
fresh. 

-opposites polite. 

uncivilized ► adjective uncouth, coarse, 
rough, boorish, vulgar, philistine, uneducated, 
uncultured, uncultivated, benighted, unsophis- 
ticated, unpolished, ill-bred, ill-mannered, 
thuggish, loutish; barbarian, primitive, savage, 
brutish, archaic rude 

unclean ► adjective ©unclean premises : dirty, 
filthy, grubby, gnmy, mucky, foul, impure, 
tainted, soiled, unwashed; polluted, contamin- 
ated, infected, insanitary, unhygienic, un- 
healthy, germy, disease-ridden, Informal yucky, 
cruddy; Bnt informal grotty, gungy. ©sex was con- 
sidered unclean : sinful, immoral, bad, wicked, 
evil, corrupt, impure, unwholesome, sordid, 
disgusting, debased, degenerate, depraved 
©an unclean meat: impure; forbidden, taboo. 
-opposite s pure, halal, kosher. 


unclear ► adjective uncertain, unsure, unset- 
tled, up in the air, debatable, open to question, 
in doubt, doubtful, ambiguous, equivocal, in- 
definite, vague, mysterious, obscure, hazy, 
foggy, nebulous, informal iffy 
-opposites evident 

unclothed ► adjactlve naked, bare. nude, 
stripped, undressed, in a state of nature, informal 
in one's birthday suit, in the buff, m the raw, 
in the altogether, in the nuddy; Bnt informal 
starkers, Scottish informal in the scud, N Amer infor- 
mal buck naked 
-opposites dressed 

uncomfortable ► adjactlva ©an uncomfortable 
chair painful, disagreeable, intolerable, unbear- 
able. confining, cramped ©/ felt uncomfortable 
in her presence uneasy, awkward, nervous, 
tense, strained, edgy, restless, embarrassed, 
troubled, womed, anxious, unquiet, fraught, in- 
formal rattled, twitchy, N Amer informal discom- 
bobulated, antsy 
-opposites relaxed 

uncommitted ► adjective © uncommitted 

voters floating, undecided, non-partisan, un- 
affiliated, neutral, impartial, independent, un- 
declared. uncertain, informal sitting on the fence 
©the uncommitted male unmarried, unattached, 
unwed, partnerless, footloose and fancy free, 
available, single, lone 
-opposites aligned, attached 

uncommon * adjective ©an uncommon plant 
unusual, abnormal, rare, atypical, unconven- 
tional, unfamiliar, strange, odd, cunous, extra- 
ordinary, outlandish, novel, singular, peculiar, 
queer, bizarre; alien, informal weird, oddball, off- 
beat © abductions are uncommon rare, scarce, 
few and far between, exceptional, abnormal, 
isolated, infrequent, irregular; Bnt out of the 
common. © an uncommon capacity for hard work 
remarkable, extraordinary, exceptional, singu- 
lar. particular, marked, outstanding, note- 
worthy. significant, especial, special, signal, su- 
perior, unique, unparalleled, prodigious, informal 
mind-boggling 

uncommonly * adverb unusually, remark- 
ably. extraordinarily, exceptionally, singularly, 
particularly, especially, decidedly, notably, emi- 
nently, extremely, very; N English right; informal 
awfully, terribly, senously; Bnt informal jolly, 
dead. 

uncommunicative ► adjective taciturn, 
quiet, unforthcoming, reserved, reticent, lacon- 
ic, tongue-tied, mute, silent, tight-lipped, 
guarded, secretive, close, private; distant, re- 
mote, aloof, withdrawn, unsociable, informal 
mum. stand-offish. 

-opposites talkative 

uncomplicated ►adjective simple, straight- 
forward. clear, accessible, undemanding, un- 
challenging, unsophisticated, trouble-free, pain- 
less, effortless, easy, elementaiy, idiot-proof, 
plain sailing; inhxmal a piece of cake, child’s 
play, a cinch, a doddle, a breeze. Bnt. informal 
easy-peasy. 

-opposites complex. 

uncompromising ► adjective inflexible, un- 
bending, unyielding, unshakeable, resolute, 
rigid, hard-line, immovable, intractable, firm, 
determined, iron-willed, obstinate, stubborn. 
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adamant, obdurate, mtransigent, headstrong, 
pig-headed; Bnt informal bloody-minded. 
-opposites flexible. 

unconcerned ► adjactiva O he is unconcerned 
about their responses: indifferent, unmoved, apa- 
thetic, uninterested, incurious, dispassionate, 
heedless, unmindful; cool, lukewarm, unenthu- 
siastic © she tried to look unconcerned un 
troubled, unwomed, unruffled, insouciant, 
nonchalant. blas£, carefree, casual, relaxed, at 
ease, {cool, calm, and collected}, informal laid- 
back 

-opposites interested, anxious 
unconditional ► adjective unquestioning, un- 
qualified, unreserved, unlimited, unrestricted, 
wholehearted, complete, total, entire, full, ab- 
solute, out-and-out. unequivocal 
unconnected ► adjective O the earth wire was 
unconnected detached, disconnected, loose 
© unconnected tasks unrelated, dissociated, sep- 
arate, independent, distinct, different, dispar- 
ate, discrete © unconnected chains of thought dis 
jointed, incoherent, disconnected, rambling, 
wandering, diffuse, disorderly, haphazard, dis- 
organized, garbled, mixed, muddled, aimless. 
-oppositbs attached, related, coherent, 
unconscionable ►adjactiva ©the unconscion- 
able use of test animals unethical, amoral, im- 
moral, unprincipled, indefensible, wrong, un- 
scrupulous, unfair, underhand, dishonourable 
©we had to watt an unconscionable time exces 
sive, unreasonable, unwarranted, uncalled for, 
unfair, inordinate, immoderate, undue, inex- 
cusable. unnecessary, needless, informal over the 
top, OTT 

-opposites ethical, acceptable, 
unconscious * adjactiva ©she made sure he 
was unconscious * insensible, senseless, insen- 
tient, insensate, comatose, inert, knocked out. 
stunned, motionless, immobile, prostrate, infor- 
mal out cold, out for the count, dead to the 
world, Brit informal spark out ©she was uncon- 
scious of the pain, heedless, unmindful, disre- 
garding, oblivious to, insensible to, impervious 
to, unaffected by, unconcerned by. indifferent 
to; unaware, unknowing, ©an unconscious de- 
sire: subconscious, latent, suppressed, sublim- 
inal. sleeping, inherent, instinctive, involun- 
tary. uncontrolled, spontaneous, unintentional, 
unthinking, unwitting, inadvertent; informal gut 
-opposites aware, voluntary. 

► noun fantasies raging in the unconscious' subcon 
scious. psyche, ego, id, inner self, 
uncontrollable ►adjective ©the crowds were 
uncontrollable: unmanageable, out of control, 
ungovernable, wild, unruly, disorderly, recalci- 
trant, turbulent, disobedient, delinquent, defi- 
ant. undisciplined, formal refractory ©an uncon- 
trollable rage, ungovernable, irrepressible, un- 
stoppable, unquenchable; wild, violent, fren- 
zied, furious, mad, hysterical, passionate 
-opposites compliant. 

unconventional ►adjective unusual, irregu- 
lar, unorthodox, unfamiliar, uncommon, un- 
wonted. out of the ordinary, atypical, singular, 
alternative, different, new, novel, innovative, 
ground-breaking, pioneering, original, unpre- 
cedented; eccentric, idiosyncratic, quirky, odd, 
strange, bizarre, weird, outlandish, curious; ab- 
normal, anomalous, aberrant, extraordinary; 
nonconformist, bohemian, avant-garde; Informal 


way out, far out, offbeat, wacky, madcap, zany, 
hippy; Brit informal rum, N Amer informal kooky, 
wacko 

-opposites orthodox. 

unconvincing ►adjective improbable, unlike- 
ly, implausible, incredible, unbelievable, ques- 
tionable, dubious, doubtful, strained, laboured, 
farfetched, unrealistic, fanciful, fantastic; fee- 
ble, weak, transparent, poor, lame, ineffectual, 
half-baked, informal hard to swallow 
-opposites persuasive 

uncooperative ►adjective unhelpful, awk- 
ward, disobliging, recalcitrant, perverse, con- 
trary, stubborn, wilful, stiff-necked, unyielding, 
unbending, inflexible, immovable, obstructive, 
difficult, obstreperous, disobedient. Bnt informal 
bloody-minded 
-opposites obliging 

uncoordinated ► adjective clumsy, awkward, 
blundering, bumbling, lumbering, flat-footed, 
heavy-handed, graceless, gawky, ungainly, un- 
graceful; inept, unhandy, unskilful, inexpert, 
maladroit, bungling; informal butterfingered, 
cack-handed, ham-fisted; Bnt mfomnal all (fingers 
and) thumbs, N Amer informal klutzy 
-opposites dexterous 

uncouth ► adjective uncivilized, uncultured, 
uncultivated, unrefined, unpolished, unsophis- 
ticated, common, low, rough, coarse, crude, 
loutish, boonsh, oafish; churlish, uncivil, rude, 
impolite, discourteous, disrespectful, unman- 
nerly, bad-mannered, ill-bred, indecorous, vul- 
gar, crass, indelicate, Bnt informal yobbish 
-opposites refined 

unCOVOr ►vert) ©she uncovered the sandwiches 
expose, reveal, lay bare, unwrap, unveil; strip, 
denude © they uncovered a money-laundering plot 
detect, discover, come across, stumble on, 
chance on, find, turn up, unearth, dig up. ex- 
pose, bring to light, unmask, unveil, reveal, lay 
bare, make known, make public, betray, give 
away, mfonnal blow the whistle on, pull the plug 
on 

unctuous ►adjective sycophantic, ingratiat- 
ing, obsequious, fawning, servile, grovelling, 
subservient, ennging, humble, hypocritical, in- 
sincere, gushing, effusive; glib, smooth, slick, 
slippery, oily, greasy, informal smarmy, slimy, 
sucky, soapy 

undaunted ►adjective unafraid, undismayed, 
unflinching, unshrinking, unabashed, fearless, 
dauntless, intrepid, bold, valiant, brave, cour- 
ageous. plucky, mettlesome, gritty, indomit- 
able. confident, audacious, danng; informal 
gutsy, spunky* 

-oppositbs fearful. 

undocldod ► adjective unresolved, uncertain, 
unsure, unclear, unsettled, indefinite, undeter- 
mined. unknown, in the balance, up in the air. 
debatable, arguable, moot, open to question, 
doubtful, dubious, borderline, ambiguous, 
vague; undecisive, irresolute, hesitant, tenta- 
tive, wavering, vacillating, uncommitted, am- 
bivalent, in two minds; Informal iffy. 

-opposites certain. 

undefined ►adjactiva ©some matters are stiU 
undefined: unspecified, unexplained, unspecific, 
indeterminate, unsettled; unclear, woolly, im- 
precise. inexact, indefinite, vague, ©undefined 
shapes : indistinct, indefinite, formless, indistih- 
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guishable, vague, hazy, misty, shadowy, nebu- 
lous, blurred, blurry 
-opposites definite, distinct 

undemonstrative ► adjective unemotional. 
unaffectionate, impassive, dispassionate, re- 
strained, reserved, unresponsive, uncommuni- 
cative, unforthcoming, stiff, guarded, aloof, dis- 
tant, detached, remote, withdrawn, cool, cold, 
frosty, frigid, informal stand-offish 

undeniable * adjective indisputable, indubit- 
able, unquestionable, beyond doubt, beyond 
question, undebatable, incontrovertible, incon- 
testable, irrefutable, unassailable, certain, sure, 
definite, positive, conclusive, plain, obvious, 
unmistakable, self-evident, patent, emphatic, 
categorical, unequivocal 
-opposites questionable 

under ► proposition O they hid under a bush be 
neath, below, underneath ©the rent is under 
£250 less than, lower than, below © branch 
managers are under the retail director subordin 
ate to, junior to, inferior to, subservient to, 
answerable to, responsible to, subject to, con- 
trolled by © forty homes are under construction 
undergoing, in the process of ©the town was 
under water flooded by, immersed in, sub- 
merged by. sunk in, engulfed by, inundated by. 
©our finances are under pressure subject to, li- 
able to. at the mercy of 
-opposites above, over 

► adverb coughing and spluttering she went under 
down, lower, below, underneath, beneath, 
underwater 

underclothes ► plural noun underwear, 
undergarments, underclothing, underthings, 
lingerie, informal undies, frillies, Bnt informal 
smalls, archaic underlinen 

undercover ► adjective covert, secret, clan- 
destine. underground, surreptitious, furtive, 
cloak-and-dagger, hole-and-corner, hugger- 
mugger. stealthy, hidden, concealed, informal 
hush-hush, sneaky 
-opposites overt 

undercurrent ►noun Q dangerous undercur- 
rents in the cove undertow, underflow, under- 
swell. underset ©the undercurrent of despair in 
his words undertone, overtone, suggestion, 
connotation, intimation, hint, nuance, trace, 
suspicion, whisper, tinge, feeling, atmosphere, 
aura, echo; informal vibes 

undercut ► verb Q the firm undercut their rivals 
charge less than, undersell, underbid © his 
authority was being undercut undermine, weaken, 
impair, sap, threaten, subvert, sabotage, ruin, 
destabilize, wreck 

underdog ► noun weaker party, victim, loser, 
scapegoat; informal little guy, fall guy, stooge 

underestimate ► verb underrate, under- 
value, do an injustice to, be wrong about, sell 
short, play down, understate, minimize, de- 
emphasize, underemphasize, diminish, down- 
grade, gloss over, trivialize; miscalculate, mis- 
judge, misconstrue, misread. 

-opposites exaggerate 

undergo ►verb GO through, experience, 
undertake, face, submit to. be subjected to, 
come in for, receive, sustain, endure, brave, 
bear, tolerate, stand, withstand, weather; Bnt in- 
formal wear. 


underground ►adjective ©an underground car 
park subterranean, buned, sunken, basement 
© underground organizations ; clandestine, secret, 
surreptitious, covert, undercover, closet, hole- 
and-corner, cloak-and-dagger, hugger-mugger, 
back-alley, hidden, sneaky, furtive, resistance, 
subversive, informal hush-hush ©the underground 
art scene alternative, radical, revolutionary, 
unconventional, unorthodox, avant-garde, ex- 
perimental, innovative 

► advarb ©the insects live underground below 
ground, in the earth ©the rebels went under- 
ground into hiding, into seclusion, undercover 

► noun © he took the underground underground 
railway, metro, N Amer subway, Bnt informal 
tube © information from the French underground 
resistance (movement), partisans, guerrillas, 
freedom fighters, histoncaf) Maquis 

undergrowth ►noun shrubbery, vegetation, 
greenery, ground cover, underwood, brush- 
wood, brush, scrub, covert, thicket, copse, 
bushes, plants, brambles, herbage, N Amer 
underbrush 

underhand ► adjective deceitful, dishonest, 
dishonourable, disreputable, unethical, unprin- 
cipled, immoral, unscrupulous, fraudulent, du- 
bious, unfair; treacherous, duplicitous, double- 
dealing. devious, artful, crafty, conniving, 
scheming, sly, wily, clandestine, sneaky, fur- 
tive, covert, cloak-and-dagger, N Amer snide, in- 
formal crooked, shady, bent, low-down. Bnt infor- 
mal dodgy. Austral jNZ informal shonky 
-opposites honest 

underline ►verb ©she underlined a phrase 
underscore, mark, pick out, emphasize, high- 
light ©the programme underlines the benefits of 
exercise emphasize, stress, highlight, accentu- 
ate, accent, focus on, spotlight, point up, play 
up, informal rub in 

underling ►noun subordinate, inferior, jun- 
ior, minion, lackey, flunkey, menial, retainer, 
vassal, subject, hireling, servant, henchman, 
factotum, gofer, Brit informal skivvy, dogsbody 
-opposites boss 

underlying ►adjective ©the underlying aims of 
the research fundamental, basic, primary, 
prime, central, principal, chief, key, elemen- 
tary, intrinsic, essential ©an underlying feeling 
of irritation latent, repressed, suppressed, un- 
revealed, undisclosed, unexpressed, concealed, 
hidden, masked 

undermine ►verb © their integrity is being 
undermined subvert, sabotage, threaten, weak- 
en, compromise, diminish, reduce, impair, 
mar, spoil, ruin, damage, hurt, injure, cripple, 
sap, shake, informal drag through the mud ©we 
undermined the building tunnel under, dig 
under, burrow under, sap ©the damp had so 
undermined the wall that it collapsed erode, wear 
away, eat away at 
-opposites strengthen, support 

underprivileged ► adjective needy, deprived, 
disadvantaged, poor, destitute, in straitened 
circumstances, on one’s uppers, on one’s 
beam-ends, impoverished, poverty-stricken, in- 
digent; Bnt. on the breadline; formal penurious. 
-opposites wealthy. 

underrate ►verb undervalue, underestimate, 
do an injustice to. sell short, play down, under- 
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state, minimize, diminish, downgrade, trivial- 
ize 

-opposites exaggerate 

Undersized ► adjective underdeveloped, 
stunted, small, short, little, tiny, petite, slight, 
compact, miniature, mini, diminutive, dwarfi- 
sh, pygmy, Scottish wee, informal pint-sized, 
pocket-sized, knee-high to a grasshopper, baby, 
teeny-weeny, itsy-bitsy 
-opposites overgrown 

understand ► verb ©he couldn't understand 
anything we said comprehend, grasp, take in. 
see, apprehend, follow, make sense of. fathom, 
unravel, decipher, interpret, informal work out, 
figure out, make head or tail of, get one’s head 
around, take on board, get the drift of, catch 
on to. get, Bnt informal twig, suss (out) ©she 
understood how hard he’d worked appreciate, rec- 
ognize. realize, acknowledge, know, be aware 
of. be conscious of. mfomial be wise to, formal be 
cognizant of ©I understand that you wish to go 
believe, gather, take it, hear (tell), notice, see, 
learn, conclude, infer, assume, surmise, fancy 
understandable ►adjective Qmake it under- 
standable to the layman comprehensible, intelli- 
gible, coherent, clear, explicit, unambiguous, 
transparent, plain, straightforward, digestible, 
user-friendly ©an understandable destre to be 
happy unsurprising, expected, predictable, in- 
evitable, reasonable, acceptable, logical, ration- 
al. normal, natural, justifiable, justified, defens- 
ible. excusable, pardonable, forgivable 
understanding ►noun ©test your under- 
standing of the language comprehension, appre- 
hension, grasp, mastery, appreciation, assimila- 
tion, absorption, knowledge, awareness, in- 
sight, skill, expertise, proficiency, informal 
know-how, formal cognizance ©a young man of 
brilliant understanding intellect, intelligence, 
brainpower, brains, judgement, reasoning, 
mentality, insight, intuition, shrewdness, acu- 
men, sagacity, wisdom, wit, informal nous, savvy, 
know-how ©it was my understanding that this 
was free belief, perception, view, conviction, 
feeling, opinion, intuition, impression, assump- 
tion, supposition ©he treated me with under- 
standing compassion, sympathy, pity, feeling, 
concern, consideration, kindness, sensitivity, 
decency, humanity, chanty, goodwill, mercy, 
tolerance ©we had a tacit understanding agree 
ment, arrangement, deal, bargain, settlement, 
pledge, pact, compact, contract, covenant, 
bond 

-opposites ignorance, indifference 
► adjective an understanding friend compassionate, 
sympathetic, sensitive, considerate, tender, 
kind, thoughtful, tolerant, patient, forbeanng, 
lenient, merciful, forgiving, humane, approach- 
able, supportive, perceptive 
understate ► verb play down, downplay, 
underrate, underplay, de-emphasize, trivialize, 
minimize, diminish, downgrade, brush aside, 
gloss over; informal soft-pedal, sell short. 
-opposites exaggerate. 

understudy ►noun stand-in, substitute, re- 
placement, reserve, fill-m, locum, proxy, back- 
up. relief, standby, stopgap, second, ancillary, 
informal sub, N Amer informal pinch-hitter 
undertake ►verb tackle, take on, assume, 
shoulder, handle, manage, deal with, be re- 
sponsible for. engage m. take part in, go about. 


set about, get down to, get to gnps with, em- 
bark on, attempt, try, endeavour, informal have a 
go at, formal essay 

undertaker ► noun funeral director, N Amer 
mortician 

undertaking ►noun ©a nsky undertaking en 
terprise, venture, project, campaign, scheme, 
plan, operation, endeavour, effort, task, activ- 
ity, pursuit, exploit, business, affair, procedure, 
mission, quest ©sign this undertaking to comply 
with the rules pledge, agreement, promise, 
oath, covenant, vow, commitment, guarantee, 
assurance, contract 

undertone ►noun ©he said something in an 
undertone low voice, murmur, whisper, mutter 
©the story's dark undertones undercurrent, 
overtone, suggestion, nuance, vein, atmos- 
phere, aura, tenor, flavour, vibrations 

undervalue ► verb underrate, underesti- 
mate, play down, understate, underemphasize, 
diminish, minimize, downgrade, reduce, brush 
aside, gloss over, trivialize, hold cheap, informal 
sell short 

underwater ► adjective submerged, im- 
mersed, sunken, subaqueous, undersea, sub- 
marine 

underwear ► noun underclothes, under- 
clothing. undergarments, underthings. lingerie, 
informal undies, frillies, Bnt informal smalls, archaic 
underlinen 

underworld ►noun ©Osins, god of the under- 
world ■ the netherworld, the nether regions, 
hell, the abyss, eternal damnation, Gehenna, 
Tophet, Sheol, Hades, Bnt the other place. 
poetic /literary the pit ©the violent underworld of 
Southwark criminal world, gangland, criminals, 
gangsters, informal mobsters 
-opposites heaven 

underwrite ►verb sponsor, support, back, 
insure, indemnify, subsidize, pay for, finance, 
fund, informal foot the bill for. N Amer informal 
bankroll 

undesirable ►adjective © undesirable side ef- 
fects unpleasant, disagreeable, nasty, unwel- 
come, unwanted, unfortunate, infelicitous 
©some very undesirable people unpleasant, dis- 
agreeable, obnoxious, nasty, awful, terrible, 
dreadful, frightful, repulsive, repellent, abhor- 
rent, loathsome, hateful, detestable, deplor- 
able, appalling, insufferable, intolerable, de- 
spicable, contemptible, odious, vile, unsavoury, 
informal ghastly, homble, homd, Bnt informal 
beastly * 

-opposites pleasant, agreeable 

undignified ►adjtctfve unseemly, demeaning, 
unbecoming, unworthy, unbefitting, degrading, 
shameful, dishonourable, ignominious, discred- 
itable, ignoble, untoward, unsuitable, scandal- 
ous, disgraceful, indecent, low. base, informal 
infra dig 

undisciplined ► adjective unruly, disorderly, 
disobedient, badly behaved, recalcitrant, wilful, 
wayward, delinquent, naughty, rebellious, in- 
subordinate, disruptive, errant, out of control, 
uncontrollable, wild, disorganized, unsystemat- 
ic, unmethodical, lax. slapdash, slipshod, 
sloppy, Bnt informal stroppy, bolshie, formal re- 
fractory 
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undisguised ► adjective obvious, evident, pa- 
tent, manifest, transparent, overt, unconcealed, 
unhidden, unmistakable, undeniable, plain, 
clear, clear-cut, explicit, naked, visible, blatant, 
flagrant, glaring, bold, informal standing/stickmg 
out a mile 

undisputed ► adjective undoubted, indubit 
able, uncontested, incontestable, unchallenged, 
incontrovertible, unequivocal, undeniable, irre- 
futable, unmistakable, sure, certain, definite, 
accepted, acknowledged, recognized 
-opposites doubtful 

undistinguished ► adjective unexceptional, 
indifferent, run-of-the-mill, middle-of-the-road, 
ordinaiy, average, commonplace, mediocre, 
humdrum, lacklustre, forgettable, uninspired, 
uneventful, unremarkable, inconsequential, 
featureless, nondescript, middling, moderate. 
N Amer garden-variety, informal nothing special, 
no great shakes, nothing to write home about, 
OK, so-so. bog standard, Bnt informal common or 
garden, N Amer informal bush-league 
-opposites extraordinary 

undivided ► adjective complete, full, total, 
whole, entire, absolute, unqualified, unre- 
served, unmitigated, unbroken, consistent, 
thorough, exclusive, dedicated, focused, en- 
grossed, absorbed, attentive, committed 

undo ► verb © he undid another button unfasten, 
unbutton, unhook, untie, unlace, unlock, un- 
bolt, loosen, disentangle, extricate, release, de- 
tach, free, open, disconnect, disengage, separ- 
ate ©they will undo a decision by the law lords 
revoke, overrule, overturn, repeal, rescind, re- 
verse. countermand, cancel, annul, nullify, in- 
validate. void, negate, Law vacate; formal abro 
gate ©she undid much of the good work done 
ruin, undermine, subvert, overturn, scotch, 
sabotage, spoil, impair, mar, destroy, wreck, 
eradicate, obliterate, cancel out, neutralize, 
thwart, foil, frustrate, hamper, hinder, ob- 
struct, Bnt throw a spanner m the works of. in- 
formal blow, put the kibosh on, foul up. muck 
up. Bnt informal scupper, N Amer informal ram on 
someone’s parade 
-opposites fasten, ratify, enhance 

Undoing ► noun Q she plotted the king's undoing 
downfall, defeat, conquest, deposition, over- 
throw, ruin, ruination, elimination, end. col- 
lapse, failure, debasement, Waterloo Q their 
complacency was their undoing- fatal flaw, Achil- 
les’ heel, weakness, weak point, failing, misfor- 
tune, affliction, curse 

undono ► adjective ©some work was left undone 
unfinished, incomplete, half-done, unaccom- 
plished. unfulfilled, unconcluded, omitted, neg- 
lected, disregarded, ignored, remaining, out- 
standing. deferred, pending, on ice; informal on 
the back burner © {forma!) she had lost and was 
utterly undone done for, finished, ruined, des- 
troyed, doomed, lost, defeated, beaten, informal 
washed up 

-opposites finished, successful 

undoubted ► adjective UNDISPUTED, unchal- 
lenged, unquestioned, indubitable, incontro- 
vertible, irrefutable, mcontestable, sure, cer- 
tain, unmistakable, definite, accepted, acknow- 
ledged, recognized. 

undoubtedly ► adverb doubtless, indubit- 
ably. doubtlessly, no doubt, without (a) doubt; 


unquestionably, indisputably, undeniably, in- 
controvertible clearly, obviously, patently, cer- 
tainly, definitely, surely, of course, indeed, 
undress ► verb he undressed and got into bed 
strip (off), disrobe, take off one’s clothes; Bnt 
informal peel off 

s In a state of undress naked, (m the) nude, 
bare, stripped, unclothed, undressed, in a state 
of nature, informal in one’s birthday suit, in the 
raw, in the buff, m the nuddy. Bnt informal stark- 
ers 

undue ► adjective excessive, immoderate, in- 
tempeiate, inordinate, disproportionate, un- 
called for, unneeded, unnecessary, non- 
essential, needless, unwarranted, unjustified, 
unreasonable, inappropnate, unmerited, un- 
suitable. improper 
-opposites appropriate 

undulate ► verb rise and fall, surge, swell, 
heave, npple, flow, wind, wobble, oscillate 
undying ► adjective abiding, lasting, enduring, 
permanent, constant, infinite, unceasing, per- 
petual, ceaseless, incessant, unending, never- 
ending, immortal, eternal, deathless 
unearth ►verb O workmen unearthed an artillery 
shell dig up, excavate, exhume, disinter, root 
out, unbury ©J unearthed an interesting fact dis 
cover, uncover, find, come across, hit on, 
bring to light, expose, turn up, hunt out, nose 
out 

unearthly ►adjective ©an unearthly chill in the 
air other-worldly, supernatural, preternat- 
ural. alien, ghostly, spectral, phantom, mysteri- 
ous, spine-chilling, hair-raising, uncanny, eerie, 
strange, weird, unnatural, bizarre, Scottish el- 
dritch. informal spooky, creepy, scary © ( informal) 
they rose at some unearthly hour unreasonable, 
preposterous, abnormal, extraordinary, absurd, 
ridiculous, unheard of, informal ungodly, unholy 
-opposites normal, reasonable 
uneasy ► adjective ©the doctor made him feel un- 
easy worried, anxious, troubled, disturbed, agi- 
tated, nervous, tense, nervy, overwrought, 
edgy, apprehensive, restless, discomfited, per- 
turbed, fearful, uncomfortable, unsettled, infor- 
mal jittery ©he had an uneasy feeling * worrying, 
disturbing, troubling, alarming, dismaying, dis- 
quieting, unsettling, disconcerting, upsetting 
© the victory ensured an uneasy peace, tense, awk- 
ward, strained, fraught; precarious, unstable, 
insecure 

-opposites calm, stable 

un#conomlc y uneconomical ►adjective 

unprofitable, uncommercial, non-viable, loss- 
making, worthless; wasteful, inefficient, im- 
provident 

uneducated ► adjective untaught, un- 
schooled, untutored, untrained, unread, un- 
scholarly, illiterate, unlettered, ignorant, ill- 
informed, uninformed, uncouth, unsophisti- 
cated, uncultured, unaccomplished, unenlight- 
ened, philistine, benighted, backward 
-opposites learned. 

unemotional ► adjective reserved, undemon- 
strative, sober, restrained, passionless, emo- 
tionless, unsentimental, unexcitable, impas- 
sive, phlegmatic, stoical, equable; cold, cool, 
unfeeling. 

unemployed ► adjective jobless, out of work, 
between jobs, unwaged, unoccupied, redun- 
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dant, laid off; on benefit, Brit signing on, N 
Amer on welfare, Brit informal on the dole, ‘rest- 
ing’ 

unending ► adjective endless, never-ending, 
interminable, perpetual, eternal, ceaseless, in- 
cessant. unceasing, non-stop, uninterrupted, 
continuous, continual, constant, persistent, un- 
broken, unabating, unremitting, relentless 

unendurable ► adjective intolerable, unbear- 
able, insufferable, insupportable, more than 
flesh and blood can stand 

unentflUSiastic ►adjective indifferent, apa- 
thetic. half-hearted, lukewarm, casual, cool, 
lacklustre, offhand, unmoved, cursory, perfunc- 
tory 

-opposites keen 

unenviable ►adjective disagreeable, nasty, 
unpleasant, undesirable, homble, thankless, 
unwanted, unwished-for 

unequal ► adjective O they are unequal in length 
different, dissimilar, unlike, unalike, dispai 
ate, unmatched, uneven, irregular, varying, 
variable @1 he unequal distribution of wealth un 
fair, unjust, disproportionate, inequitable, 
biased ©an unequal contest one-sided, uneven, 
unfair, ill-matched, unbalanced, lopsided ©shf 
felt unequal to the task inadequate for, incap- 
able of. unqualified for, unsuited to, mcompe 
tent at. not up to, informal not cut out for 
—opposites identical, fair 
unequalled ►adjective unbeaten, matchless, 
unmatched, unrivalled, unsurpassed, unparal- 
leled, peerless, incomparable, inimitable, sec 
ond to none, unique 

unequivocal ► adjective unambiguous, unmis- 
takable, indisputable, incontrovertible, indubit- 
able, undeniable, clear, clear-cut, plain, expli- 
cit, specific, categorical, straightforward, blunt, 
candid, emphatic, manifest 
-opposites ambiguous 

unerring ►adjective unfailing, infallible, per- 
fect. flawless, faultless, impeccable, unim- 
peachable, sure, true, assured, deadly, informal 
sure-fire 

unethical ► adjective immoral, amoral, unprin- 
cipled, unscrupulous, dishonouiable, dishonest, 
wrong, deceitful, unconscionable, fraudulent, 
underhand, wicked, evil, corrupt, unprofession- 
al. improper 

uneven ►adjective Q uneven ground bumpy, 
rough, lumpy, stony, rocky, potholed, rutted, 
pitted, jagged Q uneven teeth irregular, un- 
equal, unbalanced, lopsided, askew, crooked, 
asymmetrical, unsyminetncal 0 uneven quality 
inconsistent, variable, varying, fluctuating, ir- 
regular, erratic, patchy, ©an uneven contest 
one-sided, unequal, unfair, unjust, inequitable, 
ill-matched, unbalanced 
-opposites flat, regular, equal 
uneventful ►adjective unexciting, uninterest- 
ing. monotonous, boring, dull, tedious, hum- 
drum. routine, unvaried, ordinary, run-of-the- 
mill, pedestrian, mundane, predictable 
-opposites exciting 

unexceptional ► adjective ordinary, average, 
typical, everyday, mediocre, run-of-the-mill, 
middle-of-the-road, indifferent, informal OK, so- 
so, nothing special, no great shakes, fair-to- 
middling 


unexpected ► adjective unforeseen, unantici- 
pated, unpredicted, unlooked-for, without 
warning, sudden, abrupt, surprising, out of the 
blue 

unfailing ► adjective his un/ailing good humour 
constant, reliable, dependable, steadfast, 
steady, endless, undying, unfading, inexhaust- 
ible, boundless, ceaseless 
unfair ► adjective © the trial was unfair unjust, 
inequitable, prejudiced, biased, discriminatory, 
onesided, unequal, uneven, unbalanced, parti- 
san 0 his comments were unfair undeserved, un- 
merited, uncalled for, unreasonable, unjusti- 
fied, Bnt informal out of order 0 unfair play un 
sporting, unsportsmanlike, dirty, below the 
belt, underhand, dishonourable © you're being 
very unfair inconsiderate, thoughtless, insensi- 
tive, selfish, mean, unkind, unreasonable 
-opposites just, justified 
unfaithful ►adjective ©her husband had been 
unfaithful adulterous, faithless, fickle, untrue, 
inconstant, informal cheating, two-timing ©an 
unfaithful friend disloyal, treacherous, traitor- 
ous, untrustworthy, unreliable, undependable, 
false, two-faced, double-crossing, deceitful, 
poetic/ literary perfidious 
-opposites loyal 

unfaltering ►adjective steady, resolute, re- 
solved, firm, steadfast, fixed, decided, unswerv- 
ing, unwavering, tireless, indefatigable, persist- 
ent, unyielding, relentless, unremitting, unre- 
lenting 

-opposites unsteady 

unfamiliar ►adjective ©an unfamiliar part of 
the city unknown, new, strange, foreign, alien 
©the unfamiliar sounds unusual, uncommon, 
unconventional, novel, different, exotic, un 
orthodox, odd, peculiar, curious, uncharacteris- 
tic, anomalous, out of the ordinary ©investors 
unfamiliar with the stock market unacquainted, 
unused, unaccustomed, unconversant, inexperi- 
enced, uninformed, unenlightened, ignorant, 
new to, a stranger to 

unfashionable ►adjective out of fashion, 
outdated, old-fashioned, outmoded, out of 
style, dated, unstylish, passe, demode, informal 
out, square, out of the ark 
unfasten ►verb undo, open, disconnect, re- 
move. untie, unbutton, unzip, loose, loosen, 
free, unlock, unbolt 

unfathomable ►adjective ©dark unfathom- 
able eyes inscrutable, incomprehensible, enig- 
matic. indecipherable, obscure, esotenc, mys- 
terious, mystifying, deep, profound Qunfath - 
omable water ■ tjeep, immeasurable, unfathomed, 
unplumbed, bottomless 
-opposites penetrable 

unfavourable ►adjective O unfavourable com- 
ment adverse, critical, hostile, inimical, un- 
friendly, unsympathetic, negative, discour- 
aging, disapproving, uncomplimentary, unflat- 
tering o the unfavourable economic climate disad- 
vantageous, adverse, inauspicious, unpropi- 
tious, gloomy; unsuitable, inappropriate, inop- 
portune 

-opposites positive 

unfeeling ►adjective uncaring, unsympathet- 
ic. unemotional, uncharitable, heartless, hard- 
hearted, hard, harsh, austere, cold, cold- 
hearted 
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-opposites compassionate 
unfeigned ►adjective sincere, genuine, real, 
true, honest, unaffected, unforced, heartfelt, 
wholehearted 
-opposites insincere 

unfettered ► adjective unrestrained, unre- 
stncted, unconstrained, free, unbndled, un- 
checked, uncontrolled 
-opposites restricted 

unfinished ►adjective ©an unfinished essay in 
complete, uncompleted, partial, undone, half- 
done, imperfect, unpolished, unrefined, 
sketchy, fragmentary, rough ©the door can be 
supplied unfinished * unpainted, unvarnished, un- 
treated 

-opposites complete 

unfit ►adjective ©the film is unfit for children \ 
unfit for duty unsuitable, unsuited, mappropn- 
ate, unequipped, inadequate, not designed, in- 
capable of, unable to do something, not up to, 
not equal to, informal not cut out for, not up to 
scratch ©1 am unfit unhealthy, out of con- 
dition/shape. in poor condition/shape 
-opposites suitable 

unflagging ►adjective tireless, persistent, 
dogged, tenacious, determined, resolute, 
staunch, single-minded, unrelenting, unfalter- 
ing, unfailing 
-opposites inconstant 

unflappable ► adjective ( informal) imperturb 
able, unexcitable, cool, calm, {cool, calm, and 
collected}, self-controlled, cool-headed, level- 
headed, informal laid-back 
-opposites excitable 

unflattering ►adjective Qan unflattering re- 
view unfavourable, uncomplimentary, harsh, 
unsympathetic, critical, hostile, scathing ©an 
unflattering dress unattractive, unbecoming, 
unsightly, ugly, plain, ill-fitting 
-opposites complimentary, becoming 

unflinching ► adjective resolute, determined, 
single-minded, dogged, resolved, firm, commit- 
ted, steady, unwavering, unflagging, unswerv - 
ing. unfaltering, untiring, undaunted, fearless 
unfold ►verb ©May unfolded the map. open out, 
spread out, flatten, straighten out, unroll Qshe 
unfolded her tale to Joanna narrate, relate, re- 
count, tell, reveal, disclose, divulge, communi- 
cate, report, recite, give an account of. 01 
watched the events unfold develop, evolve, hap- 
pen, take place, occur, transpire, progress 
unforeseen ► adjactive unpredicted, unex- 
pected, unanticipated, unplanned, unlooked- 
for, not bargained for 
-opposites expected 

unforgettable ►adjective memorable, not/ 
never to be forgotten, haunting, catchy, strik- 
ing, impressive, outstanding, extraordinary, ex- 
ceptional. 

-opposites unexceptional 
unforgivable ►adjective inexcusable, unpar- 
donable, unjustifiable, indefensible, inexpiable, 
lrremissible 
-oppositbs venial 

unfortunate ►adjective © unfortunate people 
unlucky, hapless, out of luck, luckless, wretch- 
ed, miserable, forlorn, poor, pitiful, informal 
down on one’s luck, ©an unfortunate start to our 
holiday adverse, disadvantageous, unfavour- 


able, unlucky, unwelcome, unpromising, inaus- 
picious, unpropitious, formal grievous ©an un- 
fortunate remark regrettable, inappropriate, 
unsuitable, infelicitous, tactless, injudicious. 
-opposites lucky, auspicious 
unfortunately ►adverb unluckily, sadly, re- 
grettably, unhappily, alas, sad to say, informal 
worse luck 

unfounded ►adjective groundless, baseless, 
unsubstantiated, unproven, unsupported, un- 
corroborated, unconfirmed, unverified, un- 
attested, without basis, without foundation, 
speculative, conjectural 
-opposites proven 

unfriendly ► adjective © an unfriendly look hos 
tile, disagreeable, antagonistic, aggressive, ill- 
natured. unpleasant, surly, sour, unamitable, 
uncongenial, inhospitable, unneighbourly, un- 
welcoming, unkind, unsympathetic, unsoci- 
able. antisocial, aloof, cold. cool, frosty, distant, 
unapproachable, informal stand-offish, starchy 
0 unfriendly terrain unfavourable, disadvanta 
geous. unpropitious, inauspicious, hostile 
-opposites amiable, favourable 
ungainly ► adjective awkward, clumsy, un- 
graceful, graceless, inelegant, gawky, mal- 
adroit, gauche, uncoordinated, archaic lubberly 
-opposites graceful 

ungodly ►adjective © ungodly behaviour un 
holy, godless, irreligious, impious, blasphem- 
ous. sacrilegious, immoral, corrupt, depraved, 
sinful, wicked, evil, iniquitous © [informal) he 
called at an ungodly hour unreasonable, un- 
social, antisocial, informal unearthly 
ungovernable ► adjective uncontrollable, 
unmanageable, anarchic, intractable, unruly, 
disorderly, rebellious, notous, wild, mutinous, 
undisciplined 

ungracious ► adjective rude, impolite, un- 
civil, discourteous, ill-mannered, bad-man- 
nered, uncouth, disrespectful, insolent, imper- 
tinent, offhand 
-opposites polite 

ungrateful ► adjective unappreciative, un- 
thankful, ungracious 
-opposites thankful 

unguarded ►adjective ©an unguarded frontier 
undefended, unprotected, unfortified, vulner- 
able, insecure, open to attack, ©an unguarded 
remark careless, ill-considered, incautious, 
thoughtless, rash, foolhardy, foolish, indiscreet, 
imprudent, injudicious, ill-judged, insensitive, 
poetic /literary temerarious ©an unguarded mo- 
ment unwary, inattentive, off guard, distracted, 
absent-minded 

unhappiness ► noun sadness, sorrow, dejec- 
tion, depression, miseiy, cheerlessness, down- 
heartedness, despondency, despair, desolation, 
wretchedness, glumness, gloom, gloominess, 
dolefulness; melancholy, low spirits, moumful- 
ness, woe. heartache, distress, chagrin, grief, 
pam, informal the blues 

unhappy ►adjective ©an unhappy childhood 
sad, miserable, sorrowful, dejected, despond- 
ent. disconsolate, morose, broken-hearted, 
heartbroken, down, downcast, dispirited, 
downhearted, depressed, melancholy, mourn- 
ful, gloomy, glum, despairing, doleful, forlorn, 
woebegone, woeful, long-faced, joyless, cheer- 
less, informal down in the mouth/dumps, fed up. 



917 


unharmed | unintelligent 


blue ©In the unhappy event of litigation unfor 
tunate. unlucky, luckless, ill-starred, ill-fated, 
doomed, informal jinxed, poetic/ literary star-crossed 
©I was unhappy with the service I received, dissat 
isfied, displeased, discontented, disappointed, 
disgruntled © ‘disorganized capitalism' seems an 
unhappy term inappropriate, unsuitable, inapt, 
unfortunate, regrettable, ill-chosen 
-opposites cheerful 

Unharmed ► adjective ©they released the hos- 
tage unharmed uninjured, unhurt, unscathed, 
safe (and sound), alive and well, in one piece, 
without a scratch. Qthe tomb was unharmed un 
damaged, unbroken, unmarred, unspoiled, un- 
sullied. unmarked, sound, intact, perfect, un- 
blemished. pristine 
-opposites injured, damaged 
unhealthy * adjective Qan unhealthy lifestyle 
harmful, detrimental, destructive, injurious, 
damaging, deleterious, malign, noxious, poi- 
sonous. insalubrious, baleful ©an unhealthy 
pallor ill-looking, ill, unwell, in poor health, 
ailing, sick, sickly, poorly, indisposed, weak, 
frail, delicate, infirm, washed out, run down, 
peaky ©an unhealthy obsession with drugs un 
wholesome, morbid, macabre, twisted, abnor- 
mal, warped, depraved, unnatural, informal sick 

unheard Of ► adjective ©such behaviour was un- 
heard of unprecedented, exceptional, extraor- 
dinary, out of the ordinaiy, unthought of. 
undreamed of, unbelievable, inconceivable, un- 
imaginable. unthinkable, formal unexampled 
©a game unheard of in the UK unknown, un- 
familiar, new 

-opposites common, well known 

unheeded * adjective disregarded, ignored. 

neglected, overlooked, unnoted, unrecognized 
unhinged ► adjective deranged, demented, un- 
balanced, out of one’s mind, crazed, mad. in- 
sane, disturbed, informal crazy, mental, bonkers, 
batty, loopy, bananas, touched 
-oppositfs sane 

unholy ► adjective © a grin of unholy amusement 
ungodly, godless, irreligious, impious, blas- 
phemous. sacrilegious, profane, irreverent, 
wicked, evil, immoral, corrupt, depraved, sin- 
ful Q {informal) an unholy row shocking, dread- 
ful, outrageous, appalling, temble, horrendous, 
frightful ©an unholy alliance unnatural, un- 
usual, improbable, made in Hell 
unhoped for ► adjective unexpected, unantici- 
pated, unforeseen, unlooked-for, undreamed 
of, out of the blue 
-opposites expected 

unhurried ► adjective leisurely, easy, easy- 
going, relaxed, slow, deliberate, measured, 
calm 

-opposites hasty 

unhygienic ► adjective insanitary, unsanitary, 
dirty, filthy, contaminated, unhealthy, un- 
wholesome, insalubrious, polluted, foul 
-opposites sanitary 

unidentified ► adjective unknown, unnamed, 
anonymous, incognito, nameless, unfamiliar, 
strange 

-opposites known 

unification ► noun union, merger, fusion, fus- 
ing, amalgamation, coalition, combination, 
confederation, federation, synthesis, joining. 


uniform ► adjective ©a uniform temperature 
constant, consistent, steady, invariable, un- 
varying, unfluctuating, unchanging, stable, 
static, regular, fixed, even, equal © pieces of 
uniform size identical, matching, similar, equal, 
same, like, homogeneous, consistent 
-opposites variable 

► noun a soldier m uniform costume, livery, re- 
galia. suit, ensemble, outfit, regimentals, col- 
ours, informal get-up, ng, gear, archaic habit 

Uniformity ► noun © uniformity in tax law con 
stancy, consistency, conformity, invariability, 
stability, regularity, evenness, homogeneity, 
homogeneousness, equality ©a dull uniformity 
monotony, tedium, tediousness, dullness, 
dreariness, flatness, sameness 
-opposites variation, vanety 

unify ►verb unite, bring together, join (to- 
gether), merge, fuse, amalgamate, coalesce, 
combine, blend, mix, bind, consolidate 
— opposn fs separate 

unimaginable ► adjective unthinkable, incon- 
ceivable, incredible, unbelievable, unheard of, 
unthought of. untold, undreamed of, beyond 
one's wildest dreams 

unimaginative ► adjective uninspired, unin- 
ventive, unoriginal, uncreative, commonplace, 
pedestrian, mundane, ordinary, routine, hum- 
drum, workaday, run-of-the-mill, hackneyed, 
tnte 

unimpeachable ► adjective trustworthy, 
reliable, dependable, above suspicion, irre- 
proachable 

-opposites unreliable 

unimpeded * adjective unrestr.cted, unhin- 
dered, unblocked, unhampered, free, clear 

Unimportant ► adjective insignificant, incon- 
sequential. trivial, minor, trifling, of little/no 
importance, of little/no consequence, of no ac- 
count, irrelevant, peripheral, extraneous, petty, 
paltry, informal piddling, formal of no moment 

uninhabited ► adjective Qmuch of this land 
was uninhabited unpopulated, unpeopled, un- 
settled ©an uninhabited hut vacant, empty, 
unoccupied, untenanted, to let 

uninhibited * adjective © uninhibited dancing 
unrestrained, unrepressed, abandoned, wild, 
reckless. unrestricted, uncontrolled, un- 
checked, intemperate, wanton ©J'm pretty un- 
inhibited unreserved, unrepressed, liberated, 
unselfconscious, free and easy, relaxed, infor- 
mal, open, outgoing, extrovert, outspoken, 
frank, forthright, informal upfront 
-opposites repiessed 

uninspired ► adjective unimaginative, unin- 
ventive, pedestrian, mundane, unoriginal, com- 
monplace. ordinary, routine, humdrum, run- 
of-the-mill, hackneyed, tnte, spiritless, passion- 
less 

uninspiring ►adjective boring, dull, dreary, 
unexciting, unstimulating, dry, colourless, 
bland, lacklustre, tedious, humdrum, run-of- 
the-mill. 

unintelligent ► adjective stupid, ignorant, 
dense, brainless, mindless, foolish, dull-witted, 
slow, simple-minded, vacuous, vapid, idiotic, 
obtuse; informal thick, dim, dumb, dopey, half- 
witted, dozy 



unintelligible / unjustifiable 


918 


unintelligible ► adjective © unintelligible 
sounds incomprehensible, indiscernible, mum- 
bled, indistinct, unclear, slurred, inarticulate, 
incoherent, garbled © unintelligible graffiti il 
legible, indecipherable, unreadable 
unintentional ► adjective unintended, acci- 
dental, inadvertent, involuntary, unwitting, un- 
thinking, unpremeditated, unconscious 
-oppositfs deliberate 

uninterested ► adjective indifferent, uncon- 
cerned, uninvolved, apathetic, lukewarm, un- 
enthusiastic 

uninteresting * adjective unexciting, bonng, 
dull, tiresome, wearisome, tedious, dreary, life- 
less, humdrum, colourless, bland, insipid, 
banal, dry, pedestrian, informal samey 
-opposites exciting 

uninterrupted * adjective unbroken, continu- 
ous, continual, undisturbed, untroubled 
-oppositfs intermittent 

uninvited * adjective ©an uninvited guest un 
asked, unexpected, unwelcome, unwanted 
©uninvited suggestions unsolicited, unrequest' 
ed, unsought 

uninviting * adjective unappealing, unattract- 
ive, unappetizing, off-putting, bleak, cheerless, 
dreary, dismal, depressing, grim, inhospitable 
-opposites tempting 

union ► noun ©the union of art and nature unifi 
cation, uniting, joining, merging, merger, fu- 
sion. fusing, amalgamating, amalgamation, co- 
alition, combination, synthesis, blend, blend- 
ing. mingling ©the crowd moved m union unity, 
accord, unison, harmony, agreement, concur- 
rence, formal concord ©his daughter’s union 
marriage, wedding, alliance, coupling, inter- 
course, copulation © representation by a union 
association, trade union, league, guild, confed- 
eration. federation 
-opposites separation, parting 
unique ►adjective ©each site is unique distinct 
ive, individual, special, idiosyncratic, single, 
sole, lone, unrepeated, unrepeatable, solitary, 
exclusive, rare, uncommon, unusual, informal 
one-off ©a unique insight into history remark 
able, special, singular, noteworthy, notable, 
extraordinary, unequalled, unpaialleled, un- 
matched. unsurpassed, incomparable, formal un- 
exampled © species unique to the island pecu 
liar, specific 
unison 

■ in unison © they lifted their arms in unison 
simultaneously, at (one and) the same tune, 
(all) at once, (all) together ©we are in complete 
unison in agreement, in accord, in harmony, as 
one, formal m concord 

unit ► noun © the family is the fundamental unit of 
society component, element, constituent, sub- 
division ©a unit of currency quantity, meas- 
ure, denomination See list 0a guerrilla unit de 
tachment, contingent, division, company, 
squadron, corps, regiment, brigade, platoon, 
battalion, cell, faction 

unite ►verb © uniting the nation unify, join, 
link, connect, combine, amalgamate, fuse, 
weld, bond, bnng together, knit together, 
©environmentalists and activists united, join to 
gether, jom forces, combine, band together, 
ally, cooperate, collaborate, work together, pull 
together, team up ©he sought to unite comfort 


with elegance merge, mix, blend, mingle, com- 
bine, poetic/ literary commingle 
-opposites divide 

united ►adjective ©a united Germany unified, 
integrated, amalgamated, joined, merged, fed- 
eral, confederate ©a united response common, 
shared, joint, combined, communal, coopera- 
tive, collective, collaborative, concerted ©they 
were united in their views in agreement, agreed, 
in unison, of the same opinion, like-minded, as 
one. in accord, in harmony, in unity 

United Nations ► noun. See list 

Secretaries General of the 
United Nations 
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United States of America ► noun Amer 

ica, the USA, the US, informal the States, the US 
of A, Uncle Sam. poetic/ literary Columbia See lists 
here and at president 

unity ►noun © European unity union, unifica- 
tion, integration, amalgamation, coalition, fed 
eration, confedeiation ©unity between opposing 
factions harmony, accord, cooperation, collabor 
ation. agreement, consensus, solidarity, formal 
concord © the organic unity of the universe one 
ness, singleness, wholeness, uniformity, homo- 
geneity 

-opposites division, discord 

universal ► adjective general, ubiquitous, 
comprehensive, common, omnipresent, all- 
inclusive, global, worldwide, international, 
widespread 

Universally ►adverb invariably, always, with- 
out exception, in all cases, everywhere, world- 
wide, globally, internationally, widely, com- 
monly, generally 

universe ►noun ©the physical universe cos 
mos, macrocosm, totality, infinity, all exist- 
ence © the universe of computer hardware prov 
ince, world, sphere, preserve, domain 

-RELATED TERMS COSmiC 

university ►noun college, academy, insti- 
tute, N Amer school, histones I polytechnic 

unjust ► adjective ©the attack was unjust, biased, 
prejudiced, unfair, inequitable, discriminatory, 
partisan, partial, one-sided ©an unjust law 
wrongful, unfair, undeserved, unmerited, un- 
warranted, uncalled for, unreasonable, unjusti- 
fiable, indefensible 
-opposites fair. 

unjustifiable ►adjective ©an unjustifiable ex- 
travagance indefensible, inexcusable, unforgiv- 
able, unpardonable, uncalled for, without justi- 
fication, unwarrantable; excessive, unmoder- 
ate. ©an unjustifiable slur on his character. 
groundless, unfounded, baseless, unsubstanti- 
ated, unconfirmed, uncorroborated 
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Units 


acre 

decalitre 

hectometre 

microlitre 

quartern 

acre-foot 

decametre 

henry 

micrometre 

quintal 

air mitt 

dedbei 

hertz 

micron 

rad 

ampere 

dedgram 

bin 

microsecond 

radian 

angstrom 

dedffoe 

hogshead 

mU 

rem 

are 

decimetre 

Hoppus foot 

mile 

rod 

astronomical unit 

degree 

horsepower 

mfflennlum 

roentgen 

atmosphere 

degree-day 

hour 

cniBlampere 

rood 

atomic mass unit 

denarius 

hundredweight 

mftiber 

rutherford 

bale 

denier 

Inch 

milligram 

sabln 

bar 

dessertspoon 

Jansky 

miWHtre 

scruple 

barleycorn 

dioptre 

Joule 

millimetre 

sea mile 

bam 

drachm 

kehrin 

mHttmicron 

second 

barrel 

dunam 

kUderkin 

mitilsecond 

section 

bath 

dyne 

kilobit 

mlllvolt 

seer 

baud 

ell 

kilobyte 

mitftwatt 

siemens 

becquerel 

electronvdt 

kilocalorie 

minim 

sievert 

bel 

em 

kilocycle 

minute 

sone 

bigha 

en 

kilo-electron volt 

mole 

span 

bit 

ephah 

kilogram 

month 

spindie 

board foot 

epoch 

kilohertz 

morgan 

square 

Board of Trade Unit 

erg 

kilojoule 

morgen 

stack 

bovate 

farad 

kilolitre 

mutchkin 

stadium 

brake horsepower 

faraday 

kilometre 

nail 

standard 

British thermal unit 

fathom 

kltoton/kHotonne 

nanometre 

steradian 

bushel 

fermi 

kilovolt 

nanosecond 

stere 

butt 

firkin 

kilowatt-hour 

nautical mile 

stiib 

byte 

fluid drachm 

kip 

neper 

stokes 

cable 

fluid ounce 

knot 

newton 

Svedberg 

calorie 

fiuidram 

lambert 

nit 

stone 

candela 

foot 

last 

noggin 

tablespoon 

candle 

foot-pound 

lea 

oersted 

teaspoon 

carat 

fresnel 

league 

ohm 

teraflop 

cental 

furlong 

libra 

oka/oke 

terawatt 

centiare 

gal 

Hght year 

okta/octa 

tesla 

centigram 

gallon 

line 

ounce 

therm 

centilitre 

gamma 

link 

parsec 

tierce 

centimetre 

gauss 

litre 

pascal 

tog 

centner 

geographical mHe 

lumen 

peck 

ton 

century 

gigabyte 

lux 

pennyweight 

tonne 

chain 

gigaelectronvoit 

Mach number 

perch 

ton- 

cord 

glgaflop 

magneton 

phon 

troy ounce 

coulomb 

gigawatt 

maxweH 

phot 

tsubo 

era n 

gilbert 

megabyte 

pka 

tun 

cubit 

giH 

mega-electronvott 

pint 

verst 

cup 

grade 

megaflop 

pipe 

virgate 

cupful 

grain 

megahertz 

ploughland 

volt 

curie 

gram 

megaton 

point 

watt 

cusec 

gram-molecular 

megavolt 

poise 

weber 

cyde 

weight 

megawatt 

pole 

week 

daiton 

gray 

megohm 

pound 

wey 

daraf 

hand 

metre 

poundal 

x-unlt 

darcy 

hank 

metric ton 

probit 

yard 

day 

hectare 

mho 

puncheon 

year 

debye 

hectogram 

microfarad 

quart* 


decade 

hectolitre 

microgram 

quarter 



-opposites reasonable hearted, cold-hearted, unfriendly, uncivil, in- 


unkempt ► adjective untidy, messy, scruffy, 
disordered, dishevelled, disarranged, rumpled, 
wind-blown, ungroomcd. bedraggled, in a 
mess, messed up; tousled, uncombed; N Amar 
informal mussed up. 

-opposites tidy 

unkind * adjective Q everyone was being unkind to 
him. uncharitable, unpleasant, disagreeable, 
nasty, mean, mean-spinted, cruel, vicious, 
spiteful, malicious, callous, unsympathetic, un- 
feeling, uncaring, hurtful, ill-natured, hard- 


considerate, insensitive, hostile, informal bitchy, 
catty, Bril informal beastly. Q unkind weather in 
clement, intemperate, rough, severe, filthy 

unklndnOSS ►noun nastiness, unpleasant- 
ness. disagreeableness, cruelty, malice, mean- 
ness, mean-spintedness, viciousness, callous- 
ness, hard-heartedness, cold-heartedness, un- 
friendliness, inconsiderateness, hostility, informal 
bitchiness, cattiness 

unknown ► adjective Qthe outcome was un- 
known: undisclosed, unrevealed, secret, un- 
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Slates of the United States of America 


NICKNAMES 

Camellia State, Heart of Dixie 
Mainland State, the Last Frontier 
Apache State, Grand Canyon State 
Bear State, Land of Opportunity 
Golden State 
Centennial State 

Nutmeg State, Constitution State 
Diamond State, First State 
Everglade State, Sunshine State 
Empire State of the South, Peach State 
Aloha State 
Gem State 

Prairie State, Land of Lincoln 
Hoosier State 

Hawkeye State, Corn State 
Sunflower State, Jayhawker State 
Bluegrass State 

Pelican State, Sugar State, Creole State 

Pine Tree State 

Old Line State, Free State 

Bay State, Old Colony 

Wolverine State, Great Lake State 

Gopher State, North Star State 

Magnolia State 

Bullion State. Show Me State 

Treasure State, Big Sky Country 

Cornhusker State, Beef State 

Silver State, Sagebrush State 

Granite State 

Garden State 

Sunshine State. Land of Enchantment 
Empire State 

Old North State, Tar Heel State 
Flickertail State, Sioux State 
Buckeye State 
Sooner State 

Sunset State, Beaver State 

Keystone State 

Little Rhody, Plantation State 

Palmetto State 

•Sunshine State. Coyote State 

Volunteer State 

Lone Star State 

Mormon State, Beehive State 

Green Mountain State 

Old Dominion State, Mother of Presidents 

Evergreen State, Chinook State 

Panhandle State, Mountain State 

Badger State, America’s Dalryland 

Equality State 


STATK 

ZIP CODE 

CAPITAL 

Alabama 

AL 

Montgomery 

Alaska 

A K 

Juneau 

Arizona 

AZ 

Phoenix 

Arkansas 

AR 

Little Rock 

California 

CA 

Sacramento 

Colorado 

CO 

Denver 

Connecticut 

ct 

Hartford 

Delaware 

DE 

Dover 

Florida 

a 

Tallahassee 

Georgia 

GA 

Atlanta 

Hawaii 

HI 

Honolulu 

Idaho 

ID 

Boise 

Illinois 

IL 

Springfield 

Indiana 

IN 

Indianapolis 

Iowa 

10 

Des Moines 

Kansas 

KS 

Topeka 

Kentucky 

KY 

Frankfort 

Louisiana 

LA 

Baton Rouge 

Maine 

ME 

Augusta 

Maryland 

MD 

Annapolis 

Massachusetts 

MA 

Boston 

Michigan 

Ml 

Lansing 

Minnesota 

MN 

St Paul 

Mississippi 

MS 

Jackson 

Missouri 

MO 

Jefferson City 

Montana 

MT 

Helena 

Nebraska 

NE 

Lincoln 

Nevada 

NV 

Carson City 

New Hampshire 

NH 

Concord 

New Jersey 

NJ 

Trenton 

New Mexico 

NM 

Santa Fe 

New York 

NY 

Albany 

North Carolina 

ND 

Raleigh 

North Dakota 

ND 

Bismarck 

Ohio 

OH 

Columbus - 

Oklahoma 

OK 

Oklahoma City 

Oregon 

OR 

Salem 

Pennsylvania 

PA 

Harrisburg 

Rhode Island 

Rl 

Providence 

South Carolina 

SC 

Columbia 

South Dakota 

SD 

Pierre 

Tennessee 

TN 

Nashville 

Texas 

TX 

Austin 

Utah 

UT 

Salt Lake City 

Vermont 

VT 

Montpelier 

Virginia 

VA 

Richmond 

Washington 

WA 

Olympia 

West Virginia 

WV 

Charleston 

Wisconsin 

Wl 

Madison 

Wyoming 

WY 

Cheyenne 

FEDERAL DISTRICT 

District of Colombia 

DC 

Washinaton 


determined, undecided, unresolved, unsettled, 
unsure, unascertained ©unknown country un 
explored, uncharted, unmapped, untravelled, 
undiscovered © persons unknown unidentified, 
unnamed, nameless, anonymous © firearms 
were unknown to the Indians unfamiliar, unheard 
of, new, novel, strange ©unknown artists- ob 
scure, unheard of, unsung, minor, insigmfi' 
cant, unimportant, undistinguished 
-opposites familiar 

unlawful * adjective illegal, illicit, illegitim- 
ate, against the law; criminal, felonious; pro- 


hibited, banned, outlawed, proscribed, forbid- 
den 

-opposites legal 

unleash ► verb LET loose, release, (set) free, 
unloose, untie, untether, unchain 

unlettered ►adjectlvt illiterate, uneducated, 
poorly educated, unschooled, unlearned, ignor- 
ant 

-opposites educated. 

unlike * preposition Q England is totally unlike Ja- 
maica: different from, unalike, dissimilar to 
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© unlike Linda, Chnssy was a bit of a radical in 
contrast to, as opposed to 
-opposites similar too 

► adjective a meeting of unlike minds dissimilar, un- 
alike, disparate, contrasting, antithetical, dif- 
ferent, diverse, heterogeneous, divergent, at 
variance, varying, at odds, informal like chalk 
and cheese 

Unlikely * adjective o is unlikely they will ever 
recover improbable, doubtful, dubious ©an un- 
likely story implausible, improbable, question- 
able, unconvincing, tar-fetched, unrealistic, in- 
credible. unbelievable, inconceivable, un- 
imaginable. informal tall, cock and bull 
-oppositfs probable, believable 
unlimited ► adjective Q unlimited supplies oj 
water inexhaustible, limitless, illimitable, 
boundless, immeasurable, incalculable, untold, 
infinite, endless, never-ending Q unlimited 
travel unrestricted, unconstrained, unre- 
strained. unchecked, unbridled, uncurbed 
© unlimited power total, unqualified, uncondi- 
tional, unrestricted, absolute, supieme 
-opposirts finite, lestncted 
unload ►verb ©we unloaded the van unpack, 
empty, archaic unlade ©they unloaded the tases 
Jrom the lorry remove, offload, discharge ©the 
state unloaded its 25 per cent stake sell, discaid, 
jettison, offload, get nd of. dispose of, palm 
something off on someone, foist something on 
someone, fob something off on someone, infor- 
mal dump, junk, get shot /shut of 
unlock ►verb unbolt, unlatch, unbar, unfas 
ten, open 

unlooked-for ► adjective unexpected, unfore- 
seen. unanticipated, unsought, unpredicted, 
undreamed of, fortuitous, chance, serendipit- 
ous 

unloved ►adjective uncared-for. unwanted, 
friendless, unvalued, rejected, unwelcome, 
shunned, spumed, neglected, abandoned 
unlucky ►adjective ©he was unlucky not to 
score unfortunate, luckless, out of lm k. hap- 
less. ill-fated, ill-starred, unhappy, informal down 
on one’s luck, poetic/ literary star-crossed ©an un- 
lucky number unfavourable, inauspicious, un- 
propitious. ominous, cursed, ill-fated, ill- 
omened. disadvantageous, unfortunate 
-opposites fortunate, favourable 
unmanageable ►adjective ©the huge house 
was unmanageable troublesome, awkward, in- 
convenient, cumbersome, bulky, unwieldy 
©his behaviour was becoming unmanageable un 
controllable, ungovernable, unruly, disorder- 
ly, out of hand, difficult, disruptive, undiscip- 
lined, wayward, informal stroppy, archaic contu- 
macious 

unmanly ► adjective effeminate, effete, unmas- 
culme, weak, soft, timid, timorous, limp- 
wnsted, informal sissy, wimpish, wimpy 
-opposites vinle 

unmannerly ►adjective rude, impolite, un- 
civil, discourteous, bad-mannered, ill-man- 
nered, disrespectful, impertinent, impudent, 
insolent, uncouth, boonsh, oafish, loutish, ill- 
bred, coarse 
-opposites polite 

unmarried ► adjective unwed(ded), single, 
spinster, bachelor, unattached, available, eli- 
gible, free 


Unmatched ►adjective Oa talent for publicity 
unmatched by any other politician unequalled, 
unrivalled, unparalleled, unsurpassed ©un- 
matched clarity and balance peerless, matchless, 
without equal, without paiallel, incomparable, 
inimitable, superlative, second to none, in a 
class of its own 

unmentionable ►adjective taboo, censored, 
forbidden, banned, proscribed, prohibited, not 
to be spoken of. ineffable, unspeakable, un- 
utterable, unprintable, off limits, informal no go 

unmerciful ► adjective ruthless, cruel, harsh, 
merciless, pitiless, cold-blooded, hard-hearted, 
callous, brutal, severe, unforgiving, inhumane, 
inhuman, heartless, unsympathetic, unfeeling 

unmistakable ►adjective distinctive, dis- 
tinct, telltale, indisputable, indubitable, un- 
doubted. plain, clear, definite, obvious, evident, 
self-evident, manifest, patent, unambiguous, 
unequivocal, pronounced, as plain as the nose 
on youi face 

unmitigated ► adjective absolute, unquali 
fied, categoncal, complete, total, downright, 
outright, utter, out-and-out, undiluted, un- 
equivocal, veritable, perfect, consummate, 
pure, sheei 

unmoved ►adjective ©he was totally unmoved 
bv her outburst unaffected, untouched, unim- 
piessed. undismayed, unworried, aloof, cool, 
cold, drv-cyed, unconcerned, uncaring, indiffer- 
ent, impassive, unemotional, stoical, phlegmat- 
ic, equable, impervious (to), oblivious (to), 
heedless (of), deaf to ©he remained unmoved on 
the crucial issues steadfast, firm, unwavering, 
unswerving, resolute, decided, resolved, inflex- 
ible. unbending, implacable, adamant 

unnatural ►adjective ©the hfc of a battery hen 
ls completely unnatural abnormal, unusual, un- 
common, extraordinary, strange, freak, odd. 
peculiar, unorthodox, exceptional, irregular, 
untypical ©a flash of unnatural colour artifi 
cial, man-made, synthetic, manufactured 
© unnatural vice perverted, warped, twisted, 
deviant, depraved, degenerate, informal kinky, 
pervy, sick O her voice sounded unnatural af 
fected, artificial, stilted, forced, labouied, 
strained, false, fake, insincere, informal put on, 
phoney ©they condemned her as an unnatural 
woman uncaring, unfeeling, heartless, cold- 
blooded. hard-hearted, callous, cruel, inhu- 
mane 

-opposites normal, genuine 

unnecessary ►adjective unneeded, inessen- 
tial, not required, uncalled for. useless, unwar- 
ranted, unwanted, undesired, dispensable, un- 
important, optional, extraneous, expendable, 
disposable, redundant, pointless, purposeless 
-opposites essential 

unnerve ►verb demoralize, discourage, dis- 
hearten, dispint, daunt, alarm, frighten, dis- 
may, disconcert, discompose, perturb, upset, 
discomfit, take aback, unsettle, disquiet, flus- 
ter. agitate, shake, ruffle, throw off balance, in- 
formal rattle, faze, shake up, Brit informal put the 
wind up, N Amer informal discombobulate 
-opposites hearten 

unobtrusive ►adjective Qshe was unobtrusive 
and shy self-effacing, retiring, unassuming, 
quiet, shy, bashful, timid, timorous, reserved, 
withdrawn, introverted ), unforthcoming, un- 
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assertive Q unobtrusive service inconspicuous, 
unnoticeable. low-key. discreet, circumspect, 
understated, unostentatious. 

-oppositbs extrovert, conspicuous. 

unoccupied ► adjective Qan unoccupied house 
vacant, empty, uninhabited, free, available, to 
let Qan unoccupied territory uninhabited, un- 
populated, unpeopled, unsettled Qmany young 
people were unoccupied at leisure, idle, free, 
with time on one’s hands, at a loose end 
-opposites inhabited, populated, busy 

unofficial * adjective Q unofficial figures un 
authenticated, unconfirmed, uncorroborated, 
unsubstantiated, off the record Gan unofficial 
committee informal, casual, unauthorized, un- 
sanctioned, unaccredited 
-opposites confirmed, formal 

unorthodox ►adjective 0 unorthodox views on 
management unconventional, unusual, radical, 
nonconformist, avant-garde, eccentric, informal 
off the wall, way out, offbeat Q unorthodox reh- 
gious view's heterodox, heretical, nonconform- 
ist. dissenting 
-opposites conventional 

unpaid ►adjective Q unpaid bills unsettled, 
outstanding, due. overdue, owing, owed, pay- 
able, undischarged, N Amer delinquent, past 
due Q unpaid chanty work voluntary, volun- 
teer, honoraiy. unremunerative, unsalaried, 
pro bono (publico) 

unpalatable ► adjective O unpalatable food un 
appetizing, unappealing, unsavoury, inedible, 
uneatable, disgusting, revolting, nauseating, 
tasteless, flavourless 0 the unpalatable truth dis 
agreeable, unpleasant, regrettable, unwel- 
come. lamentable, dreadful, hateful 
-opposites tasty 

unparalleled ► adjective exceptional, unique, 
singular, rare, unequalled, unprecedented, 
without parallel, without equal, matchless, 
peerless, unrivalled, unsurpassed, unexcelled, 
incomparable, second to none, formal unexam- 
pled 

unperturbed ►adjective untroubled, undis- 
turbed, unworried, unconcerned, unmoved, un 
flustered, unruffled, undismayed, calm, com- 
posed. cool, collected, unemotional, self- 
possessed, self-assured, level-headed, unfazed, 
laid-back 

unpleasant ► adjective O a very unpleasant situ - 
ation disagreeable, irksome, troublesome, an- 
noying, lmtatmg. vexatious, displeasing, dis- 
tressing. nasty, horrible, temble, awful, dread- 
ful. hateful, miserable, invidious, objection- 
able, offensive, obnoxious, repugnant, repul- 
sive. repellent, revolting, disgusting, distaste- 
ful, nauseating, unsavoury Qan unpleasant 
man. unlikable, unlovable, disagreeable, un- 
friendly, rude, impolite, obnoxious, nasty, 
spiteful, mean, mean-spirited, insufferable, un- 
bearable. annoying, irritating. Qan unpleasant 
taste unappetizing, unpalatable, unsavoury, un- 
appealing. bitter, sour, rancid, disgusting, re- 
volting. nauseating, sickening 
-oppositbs agreeable, likable. 

unpolished ► adjective o unpolished wood * un- 
varnished. unfinished, untreated, natural. Qhis 
unpolished ways : unsophisticated, unrefined, un- 
cultured, uncultivated, coarse, vulgar, crude, 
rough (and ready), awkward, clumsy, gauche 


0 an unpolished performance slipshod, rough, 
crude, uneven 

-opposites varnished, sophisticated 

unpopular ► adjective disliked, friendless, 
unliked, unloved, unwelcome, avoided, ig- 
nored, rejected, shunned, spumed, cold- 
shouldered 

unprecedented ► adjective unparalleled. 
unequalled, unmatched, unrivalled, without 
parallel, without equal, out of the ordinary, un- 
usual. exceptional, singular, remarkable, 
unique, unheard of, unknown, new, ground- 
breaking. revolutionary, pioneering, formal un- 
exampled 

unpredictable ►adjective Q unpredictable re- 
suits unforeseeable, uncertain, unsure, doubt- 
ful, dubious, in the balance, up in the air, arbi- 
trary Q unpredictable behaviour erratic, moody, 
volatile, unstable, capricious, temperamental, 
mercurial, changeable, vanable 

unprejudiced ►adjective Q unprejudiced obser- 
vation objective, impartial, unbiased, neutral, 
non-partisan, detached, disinterested Q unpre- 
judiced attitudes unbiased, non-discnminatory, 
tolerant, liberal, broad-minded, unbigoted 
-opposites partisan, intolerant 

unpremeditated ►adjective unplanned, un- 
prepared, spontaneous, impromptu, spur-of- 
the-moment, unrehearsed, informal off-the-cuff 
-opposites planned 

unprepared ►adjective Owe were unprepared 
for the new VAT regime, unready, off (one’s) 
guard, surprised, taken aback, informal caught 
napping, caught on the hop Qthey are unpre- 
pared to support the reforms unwilling, disin- 
clined, loath, reluctant, resistant, opposed 
-opposites ready, willing 

unpretentious ► adjective Q he was thoroughly 
unpretentious unaffected, modest, unassuming, 
without airs, natural, straightforward, open, 
honest, sincere, frank Qan unpretentious hotel 
simple, plain, modest, humble, unostentatious, 
homely, unsophisticated 

unprincipled ►adjective immoral, unethical, 
unscrupulous, dishonourable, dishonest, deceit- 
ful. devious, corrupt, crooked, wicked, evil, vil- 
lainous, shameless, base, low. 

-opposites ethical 

unproductive ►adjective O unproductive soil 
sterile, barren, infertile, unfruitful, poor 
Q unproductive meetings fruitless, futile, vain, 
idle, useless, worthless, valueless, pointless, in- 
effective, ineffectual, unprofitable, unreward- 
ing 

-opposites fruitful 

unprofessional ►adjective o unprofessional 
conduct improper, unethical, unprincipled, un- 
scrupulous, dishonourable, disreputable, un- 
seemly, unbecoming, indecorous; informal shady, 
crooked Q he accused the detectives of being un- 
professional" amateurish, amateur, unskilled, un- 
skilful, inexpert, unqualified, inexperienced, 
incompetent, second-rate, inefficient 

unpromising ► adjective inauspicious, un- 
favourable, unpropitious. discouraging, dis- 
heartening. gloomy, bleak, black, portentous, 
ominous, ill-omened. 

-opposites auspicious. 
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unqualified ► adjactiva ©an unqualified ac- 
countant uncertificated, unlicensed, untrained, 
inexpenenced ©those unqualified to look after 
children, unsuitable, unfit, ineligible, incompe- 
tent. unable, incapable © unqualified support 
unconditional, unreserved, unlimited, without 
reservations, categorical, unequivocal, unam- 
biguous, wholehearted, complete, absolute 
downright, undivided, total, utter 

unquestionable ► adjectiva indubitable, un- 
doubted, beyond question, beyond doubt, indis 
putable, undeniable, irrefutable, incontestable, 
incontrovertible, unequivocal, certain, sure, 
definite, self-evident, evident, manifest, obvi- 
ous, apparent, patent 

unravel ► varb O he unravelled the strands un 
tangle, disentangle, separate out, unwind, un- 
twist © detectives are trying to unravel the mys- 
tery solve, resolve, clear up. puzzle out, get to 
the bottom of. explain, clarify, make head or 
tail of. informal figure out, suss (out) ©society is 
starting to unravel fall apart, fail, collapse, go 
wrong 

-opposites entangle 

unreadable ► adjactfve Q unreadable writing 
illegible, hard to read, indecipherable, imintel 
ligible, scrawled, crabbed ©heavy, unreadable 
novels dull, tedious, bonng, uninteresting, dry. 
wearisome, difficult, heavy © Nathan's expres- 
sion was unreadable inscrutable, enigmatic, 
impenetrable, cryptic, mysterious, deadpan, 
poker-faced 

-opposites legible, accessible 

unreal ► adjactiva imaginary, fictitious, pretend, 
make-believe, made-up, dreamed-up, mock, 
false, illusory, mythical, fanciful, hypothetical, 
theoretical, informal phoney 

unrealistic ► adjective ©if ts unrealistic to ex 
pea changes overnight impractical, impractic- 
able. unfeasible, non-viable, unreasonable, ir- 
rational, illogical, senseless, silly, foolish, fanci 
ful, idealistic, romantic, starry-eyed ©unrealis- 
tic images unlifelike, non-realistic, unnatural, 
non-representational. abstract 
-opposites pragmatic, lifelike 

unreasonable ► adjective Qan unreasonable 
woman uncooperative, unhelpful, disobliging, 
unaccommodating, awkward, contrary, diffi- 
cult, obstinate, obdurate, wilful, headstrong, 
pig-headed, intractable, intransigent, inflexible, 
irrational, illogical, prejudiced, intolerant 
© unreasonable demands unacceptable, prepos- 
terous, outrageous, excessive, immoderate, dis- 
proportionate. undue, inordinate, intolerable, 
unjustified, unwarranted, uncalled for 

unrecognizable ► adjective unidentifiable, 
unknowable, disguised 

unrefined ►adjective Q unrefined clay ■ unpro 
cessed, untreated, crude, raw. natural, unpre- 
pared. unfinished © unrefined men uncul 
tured, uncultivated, uncivilized, uneducated, 
unsophisticated, boorish, oafish, loutish, 
coarse, vulgar, rude, uncouth 
-opposites processed 

unrelated ► adjective Q unrelated incidents, sep 
arate. unconnected, independent, unassoci- 
ated, distinct, discrete, disparate, ©a reason un- 
related to my work • irrelevant, immaterial, in- 
applicable. unconcerned, off the subject, beside 
the point, not pertinent, not germane. 


unrelenting ►adjective ©the unrelenting heat ■ 
continual, constant, continuous, relentless, un- 
remitting, unabating, unrelieved, incessant, un- 
ceasing, endless, unending, persistent ©an un- 
relenting opponent implacable, inflexible, un- 
compromising, unyielding, unbending, relent- 
less. determined, dogged, tireless, unflagging, 
unshakeable, unswerving, unwavering 
-opposites intermittent 
unreliable ►adjective © unreliable volunteers 
undependable, untrustworthy, irresponsible, 
fickle, capricious, erratic, unpredictable, incon- 
stant, faithless ©an unreliable indicator, ques 
T iONAeLE, open to doubt, doubtful, dubious, 
suspect, unsound, tenuous, fallible, nsky. 
chancy, inaccurate, informal iffy, dicey 
unremitting ► adjective relentless, unrelent 
ing, continual, constant, continuous, unabat- 
ing, unrelieved, sustained, unceasing, ceaseless, 
endless, unending, persistent, perpetual, inter 
nunable 

unrepentant ► adjective impenitent, unre- 
penting, remorseless, unashamed, unapologet- 
ic, unabashed 

unreserved ►adjective Q unreserved support 
unconditional, unqualified, without reserva- 
tions, unlimited, categoncal, unequivocal, un- 
ambiguous. absolute, complete, thorough, 
wholehearted, total, utter undivided ©an un- 
reserved young man uninhibited, extrovert, out- 
going, unrestrained, open, unconstrained, un- 
selfconscious, outspoken, frank, candid © un- 
reserved seats unbooked, unallocated, unoccu- 
pied. free, empty, vacant 
-opposites qualified, reticent, booked 
unresolved ►adjective undecided, unsettled, 
undetermined, uncertain, open, pending, open 
to debate/question, doubtful, in doubt, up in 
the air 

-opposites decided 

unrest ► noun disruption, disturbance, trouble, 
turmoil, disorder, chaos, anarchy, discord, dis- 
sension, dissent, stnfe, protest, iebelhon, upris- 
ing, noting 
-opposites peace 

unrestrained ►adjective uncontrolled, un- 
constrained, unrestneted, unchecked, un- 
bndled, unlimited, unfettered, uninhibited, un- 
bounded, undisciplined 

unrestricted ► adjective unlimited, open, 
free, clear, unhindered, unimpeded, unham- 
pered, unchecked. unrestrained, uncon- 
strained, unblocked, unbounded, unconfined, 
unqualified 
-opposites flmited 

unripe ► adjective immature, unready, green, 
sour 

unrivalled ► adjective unequalled, without 
equal, unparalleled, without parallel, un- 
matched, unsurpassed, unexcelled, incompar- 
able. beyond compare, inimitable, second to 
none 

unruffled ►adjective ©an unruffled voice calm, 
composed, self-con trolled, self-possessed, un- 
troubled. unperturbed, at ease, relaxed, serene, 
cool, {cool, calm, and collected}, cool-headed, 
unemotional, equammous, equable, stoical; in- 
formal unfazed ©an unruffled sea tranquil, 
calm, smooth, still, flat, motionless, placid, 
waveless, pacific, like a millpond. 
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unruly * adjective disorderly, rowdy, wild, un- 
manageable. uncontrollable, disobedient, dis- 
ruptive, undisciplined, wayward, wilful, head- 
strong. irrepressible, obstreperous, difficult, in- 
tractable. out of hand, recalcitrant, boisterous, 
lively, forma/ refractory, archaic contumacious 
-opposites disciplined 

unsafe ► adjective Q the building was unsafe dan 
gerous, nsky, perilous, hazardous, life-threat- 
enmg. high-risk, treacherous, insecure, un- 
sound, harmful, injurious, toxic ©the verdict 
was unsafe unreliable, insecure, unsound, 
questionable, open to question/doubt, doubt- 
ftil, dubious, suspect, fallible, informal iffy 
-opposites harmless, secure 
unsaid ► adjective unspoken, unuttered, un- 
stated, unexpressed, unvoiced, untalked-of, 
suppressed, tacit, implicit, understood, not 
spelt out, taken as read, inferred, implied 
unsanitary ► adjective unhygienic, insanitary, 
dirty, filthy, unclean, contaminated, unhealthy, 
germ-ridden, disease-ridden, infested, insalubri- 
ous, polluted 
-opposites hygienic 

Unsatisfactory ► adjective disappointing, dis- 
satisfying, undesirable, disagreeable, displeas- 
ing, inadequate, unacceptable, poor, bad, sub- 
standard. weak, mediocre, not good enough, 
not up to par. defective, deficient, imperfect, 
inferior, informal leaving a lot to be desired, no 
great shakes, not much cop 
unsavoury ►adjectiva O unsavoury portions of 
food unpalatable, unappetizing, distasteful, 
disagreeable, unappealing, unattractive, ined- 
ible, uneatable, disgusting, revolting, nauseat- 
ing. sickening, foul, nasty, vile, tasteless, bland, 
flavourless, informal yucky ©an unsavoury charac- 
ter disreputable, unpleasant, disagreeable, 
nasty, mean, rough, immoral, degenerate, dis- 
honourable, dishonest, unprincipled, unscrupu- 
lous. low. villainous, informal shady, crooked 
-opposites tasty, appetizing 
unscathed ►adjective unharmed, unhurt, un- 
injured, undamaged, in one piece, intact, safe 
(and sound), unmarked, untouched, un- 
scratched 

-opposites harmed, injured 
unscrupulous ►adjective unprincipled, un- 
ethical. immoral, conscienceless, shameless, 
reprobate, exploitative, corrupt, dishonest, dis- 
honourable, deceitful, devious, underhand, un- 
savoury, disreputable, evil, wicked, villainous, 
informal crooked, shady, dated dastardly 
unseat ► verb Q the horse unseated his rxdex' dis 
lodge, throw, dismount, upset, unhorse ©an 
attempt to unseat the party leader depose, oust, 
remove from office, topple, overthrow, bring 
down, dislodge, supplant, usurp, overturn, 
eject 

unseemly ►adjective indecorous, improper, 
unbecoming, unfitting, unbefitting, unworthy, 
undignified, indiscreet, indelicate, ungentle- 
manly, unladylike 
-opposites decorous 

unseen ► adjective hidden, concealed, obscured, 
camouflaged, out of sight, imperceptible, un- 
detectable, unnoticeable, unnoticed, unob- 
served 

unselfish ►adjective altruistic, disinterested, 
selfless, self-denying, self-sacnficing; generous, 


philanthropic, public-spinted, charitable, be- 
nevolent, canng, land, considerate, noble 
unsettle ►verb discompose, unnerve, upset, 
disturb, disquiet, perturb, discomfit, disconcert, 
alarm, dismay, trouble, bother, agitate, fluster, 
ruffle, shake (up), throw, unbalance, destabil- 
ize, informal rattle, faze 

unsettled ►adjective ©an unsettled life aim 
less, directionless, purposeless, without pur- 
pose, rootless, nomadic ©an unsettled child 
restless, restive, fidgety, anxious, worried, 
troubled, fretful, agitated, ruffled, uneasy, dis- 
concerted. discomposed, unnerved, ill at ease, 
edgy, on edge, tense, nervous, apprehensive, 
disturbed, perturbed, informal rattled, fazed 
0 unsettled weather changeable, changing, van- 
able, varying, inconstant, inconsistent, ever- 
changing. erratic, unstable, undependable, un- 
reliable, uncertain, unpredictable, protean 
O the question remains unsettled undecided, to be 
decided, unresolved, undetermined, uncertain, 
open to debate, doubtful, in doubt, up in the 
air, in a state of uncertainty Qthe debt remains 
unsettled unpaid, payable, outstanding, owing, 
owed, to be paid, due. undischarged, N Amer 
delinquent, past due 0 unsettled areas uninhab 
ited, unpopulated, unpeopled, desolate, lonely 
unshakeabl* ►adjective steadfast, resolute, 
staunch, firm, decided, determined, unswerv- 
ing. unwavering, unyielding, inflexible, dogged, 
obstinate, persistent, indefatigable, tireless, un- 
flagging, unremitting, unrelenting, relentless 
unsightly ►adjective ugly, unattractive, un- 
prepossessing. unlovely, disagreeable, displeas- 
ing, hideous, horrible, repulsive, revolting, of- 
fensive, grotesque, monstrous, ghastly. 
-opposites attractive 

unskilful ► adjective inexpert, incompetent, 
inept, unskilled, amateurish, unprofessional, 
inexpenenced, untrained, unpractised, informal 
ham-fisted, ham-handed, cack-handed 
unskilled ►adjective untrained, unqualified, 
manual, blue-collar, labouring, menial, inex- 
pert. inexpenenced, unpractised, amateunsh, 
unprofessional 

unsociable ►adjective unfriendly, uncongen- 
ial, unneighbourly, unapproachable, introvert- 
ed, reticent, reserved, withdrawn, aloof, dis- 
tant. remote, detached, unsocial, antisocial, 
taciturn, silent, quiet, informal stand-offish 
-opposites friendly 

unsolicited ►adjective uninvited, unsought, 
unasked for, unrequested 

unsophisticated ►adjective o she seemed 
terribly unsophisticated unworldly, naive, sim- 
ple, innocent, ignorant, green, immature, cal- 
low. inexpenenced, childlike, artless, guileless, 
ingenuous, natural, unaffected, unassuming, 
unpretentious 0 unsophisticated software sim 
ple, crude, basic, rudimentary, primitive, 
rough and ready; straightforward, uncompli- 
cated. uninvolved 

unsound ►adjective O structurally unsound- 
rickety, flimsy, wobbly, unstable, crumbling, 
damaged, rotten, ramshackle, insubstantial, 
unsafe, dangerous, ©this submission appears un- 
sound- untenable, flawed, defective, faulty, ill- 
founded, flimsy, unreliable, questionable, dubi- 
ous, tenuous, suspect, fallacious, fallible; informal 
iffy 0 of unsound mind - disordered, deranged. 
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disturbed, demented, unstable, unbalanced, un- 
hinged, insane, informal touched 
-opposites strong. 

unsparing ►adjective ©he is unsparing in hi s 
criticism merciless, pitiless, ruthless, relentless, 
remorseless, unmerciful, unforgiving, implac- 
able. uncompromising, stem, stria, severe, 
harsh, tough, rigorous © unsparing approval 
ungrudging, unstinting, willingly given, free, 
free-handed, ready, lavish, liberal, generous, 
magnanimous, open-handed 

unspeakable ► adjective © unspeakable de- 
limits indescribable, beyond description, inex- 
pressible. unutterable, indefinable, unimagin- 
able, inconceivable, marvellous, wonderful 
©an unspeakable crime dreadful, awful, appall- 
ing, horrific, horrifying, horrendous, abomin- 
able, frightful, fearful, shocking, ghastly, grue- 
some, monstrous, heinous, egregious, deplor- 
able, despicable, execrable, vile 

unspecified ►adjective unnamed, unstated, 
unidentified, undesignated, undefined, unfixed, 
undecided, undetermined, uncertain, nameless, 
unknown, indefinite, indeterminate, vague 
unspectacular ► adjective unremarkable, 
unexceptional, undistinguished, unmemorable, 
ordinary, average, commonplace, mediocre, 
run-of-the-mill, indifferent 
-opposites remarkable 

unspoilt ► adjective unimpaired, as good as 
new/ before, perfect, pristine, immaculate, un- 
blemished, unharmed, unflawed, undamaged, 
untouched, unmarked, untainted 
unspoken ►adjective unstated, unexpressed, 
unuttered, unsaid, unvoiced, unarticulated . un- 
declared. not spelt out, tacit, implicit, implied, 
understood, taken as read 
-opposites explicit 

unstable ►adjective O icebergs are notoriously 
unstable unsteady, rocky, wobbly, rickety, 
shakv, unsafe, insecure, precarious © unstable 
coffee prices changeable, volatile, variable, fluc- 
tuating. irregular, unprediaable, erratic ©he 
was mentally unstable unbalanced, of unsound 
imnd, mentally ill, deranged, demented, dis- 
turbed, unhinged 
-opposites steady, firm 

unsteady ►adjective ©she was unsteady on her 
feet unstable, rocky, wobbly, rickety, shaky, 
tottery, doddery, insecure ©an unsteady flow 
irregular, uneven, varying, variable, erratic, 
spasmodic, changeable, changing, fluctuating, 
inconstant, intermittent, fitful 
-opposites stable, regular. 

unstinted, unstinting ►adjective unstinted 
praise lavish, liberal, generous, open-handed, 
ungrudging, unsparing, willingly given, ready, 
profuse, abundant, ample 
unstudied ►adjective natural, easy, unaffea- 
ed, unforced, uncontnved, unstilted, unpreten- 
tious, without airs, artless, 
unsubstantiated ►adjective unconfirmed, 
unsupported, uncorroborated, unverified, un- 
attested, unproven, unfounded, groundless, 
baseless, without foundation, 
unsuccessful ►adjective ©cm unsuccessful at- 
tempt: failed, without success, abortive, inef- 
fective. fruitless, profitless, unproductive; vam, 
futile, useless, pointless, worthless, ©art unsuc- 


cessful business, unprofitable, loss-making ©an 
unsuccessful candidate failed, losing, beaten, un- 
lucky, out of luck 

unsuitable ►adjective ©un unsuitable product 
inappropriate, unsuited, ill-suited, inapt, in- 
apposite, unacceptable, unfitting, unbefitting, 
incompatible, out of place/keeping ©an un- 
suitable moment inopportune, infelicitous, formal 
malapropos 

-opposites appropriate, opportune 

unsullied ►adjective spotless, untarnished, 
unblemished, unspoilt, untainted, impeccable, 
undamaged, unimpaired, stainless, immacu- 
late, unflawed 
-opposites tarnished 

unsung ►adjective unacknowledged, uncele- 
brated, unacclaimed, unapplauded, unhailed, 
neglected, unrecognized, overlooked, forgotten 
— oppositf.s celebrated 

unsure ►adjective Q she felt very unsure uncon 
fident, unassertive, insecure, hesitant, diffi- 
dent, anxious, apprehensive © Sally was unsure 
what to do undecided, irresolute, dithering, 
equivocating, in two minds, in a quandary 
©some teachers are unsure about the proposed 
strike dubious, doubtful, sceptical, uncertain, 
unconvinced ©t he date is unsure not fixed, un- 
decided, uncertain 
-opposites confident 

unsurpassed ►adjective unmatched, un- 
rivalled. unparalleled, unequalled, matchless, 
peerless, without equal, inimitable, incompar- 
able, unsurpassable, formal unexampled 
unsurprising ►adjective predictable, foresee- 
able, (only) to be expected, foreseen, antici- 
pated, par for the course, informal inevitable, on 
the cards 

unsuspecting ►adjective unsuspicious, un- 
waiy, unaware, unconscious, ignorant, unwit- 
ting, trusting, gullible, credulous, ingenuous, 
naive 

-opposites waiy 

unswerving ►adjective unwavering, unfalter- 
ing, steadfast, unshakeable, staunch, firm, reso- 
lute, stalwart, dedicated, committed, constant, 
single-minded, dogged, indefatigable, unyield- 
ing, unbending, indomitable 
unsympathetic ► adjective © unsympathetic 
staff uncaring, unconcerned, unfeeling, in- 
sensitive, unkind, pitiless, heartless, hard- 
hearted © the government was unsympathetic to 
these vtews opposed, against, (dead) set against, 
antagonistic, ill-disposed, informal anti ©an un- 
sympathetic character unlikeable, disagreeable, 
unpleasant, objeaionable, unsavoury, uncon- 
genial, unfriendly, unneighbourly, unapproach- 
able 

-opposites canng 

unsystematic ►adjective unmethodical, un- 
coordinated. disorganized, unplanned, indis- 
criminate, random, inconsistent, irregular, er- 
ratic, casual, haphazard, chaotic 
untamed ►adjective wild, feral, undomesti- 
cated, unbroken 

untangle ►verb Ql untangled the fishing tackle 
disentangle, unravel, unsnarl, straighten out, 
untwist, untwine, unknot, ©untangling a mys- 
tery: solve, find the/an answer to, resolve, puz- 
zle out, fathom, clear up, clarify, get to th* 
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bottom of. informal figure out, Brit informal suss 
out 

untarnished ► adjective unsullied, unblem- 
ished, untainted, impeccable, undamaged, un- 
spoilt, unimpaired, spotless, stainless 

untenable ► adjective indefensible, undefend- 
able. insupportable, unsustainable, unjustified, 
unjustifiable, flimsy, weak, shaky 

unthinkable ► adjective unimaginable, incon- 
ceivable, unbelievable, incredible, beyond be- 
lief, implausible 

unthinking ► adjective Q an unthinking woman 
thoughtless, inconsiderate, insensitive, tact- 
less, undiplomatic, indiscreet, ©an unthinking 
remark absent-minded, heedless, thoughtless, 
careless, injudicious, imprudent, unwise, fool- 
ish. reckless, rash, precipitate, involuntary, in- 
advertent. unintentional, spontaneous, impul- 
sive, unpremeditated 
-opposites thoughtful, intentional 

Uffltidy ► adjective O untidy hair scruffy, tou- 
sled. dishevelled, unkempt, messy, disordered, 
disarranged, messed up, rumpled, bedraggled, 
uncombed, ungroomed, straggly, ruffled, tan- 
gled, matted, wind-blown, informal mussed up, N 
Amer informal raggedy © the room was untidy dis 
ordered, messy, in a mess, disorderly, disor- 
ganized, in disorder, cluttered, in a muddle, 
muddled, in chaos, chaotic, haywne, topsy- 
turvy. in disarray, at sixes and sevens, informal 
higgledy-piggledy 
-opposites neat, orderly 

untie ►verb undo, unknot, unbind, unfasten, 
unlace, untether, unhitch, unmoor, loose, (set) 
free, release, let go 

until ►preposition & conjunction ©I was working 
until midnight (up) till, up to. up until, as late 
as, N Amer through ©this did not happen until 
1998 before, prior to, previous to, up to. up 
until, (up) till, earlier than 

Untimely ►adjective ©un untimely interruption 
ill-timed, badly timed, mistimed, inopportune,, 
inappropriate, inconvenient, unwelcome, infe- 
licitous, formal malapropos ©his untimely death 
premature, (too) early, too soon, before time 
-opposites opportune 

untiring ► adjective vigorous, energetic, deter- 
mined, resolute, enthusiastic, keen, zealous, 
spirited, dogged, tenacious, persistent, perse- 
vering, staunch, tireless, unflagging, unfailing, 
unfaltenng, unwavering, indefatigable, unre- 
lenting. unswerving, formal pertinacious 

untold ►adjfctivt ©untold damage boundless, 
measureless, limitless, unlimited, infinite, im- 
measurable, incalculable © untold billions. 
countless, innumerable, endless, limitless, 
numberless, an infinite number of, without 
number, uncountable, numerous, many, mul- 
tiple, poetic/ literary multitudinous, mynad ©the 
untold story • unreported, unrecounted, unre- 
vealed, undisclosed, undivulged, unpublished 
-opposites limited 

untouched ► adjective Qthe food was un- 
touched uneaten, unconsumed, undrunk © one 
of the few untouched areas unspoilt, unmarked, 
unblemished, unsullied, undefiled, undamaged, 
unharmed; pristine, natural, immaculate, m 
perfect condition, unaffected, unchanged, un- 
altered. 


untoward ► adjective unexpected, unantici- 
pated, unforeseen, unpredictable, unpredicted, 
surprising, unusual, unwelcome, unfavourable, 
adverse, unfortunate, infelicitous, formal mal- 
apropos 

untrained ► adjective unskilled, untaught, un- 
schooled. untutored, unpractised, inexperi- 
enced, unqualified, unlicensed, amateur, non- 
professional 

untried ►adjective untested, unestablished, 
new, experimental, unattempted, trial, test, 
pilot, unproven 
— opposi i es established 

untroubled ► adjective unworried, unper- 
turbed, unconcerned, unruffled, undismayed, 
unbothered, unagitated, unflustered, insouci- 
ant, nonchalant, blase, carefree, serene, re 
laxed, at ease, happy-go-lucky, informal laid-back 

untrue ►adjective ©these suggestions are totally 
untrue false, untruthful, fabricated, made up, 
invented, concocted, trumped up, erroneous, 
wrong, incorrect, inaccurate, fallacious, un- 
sound, unfounded, misguided ©he was untrue 
to his friends unfaithful, disloyal, faithless, 
false, treacherous, traitorous, deceitful, deceiv- 
ing, duplicitous, double-dealing, insincere, un- 
reliable. undependable, inconstant, informal two- 
timing, poetic/ literary perfidious 
-opposites correct, faithful 
untrustworthy ►adjective dishonest, deceit- 
ful. double-dealing, treacherous, traitorous, 
two-faced, duplicitous, dishonourable, unprin- 
cipled. unscrupulous, corrupt, unreliable, un- 
dependable 
-opposites reliable 

untruth ►noun ©a patent untruth lie, false- 
hood. fib. fabncation, invention, falsification, 
cock-and-bull story, half-truth, exaggeration, 
story, myth, piece of fiction, informal tall story, 
fairy tale, whopper, Bnt informal porky (pie) 
©the total untruth of the story falsity, false- 
hood, falseness, untruthfulness, fallaciousness, 
fictitiousness, fabncation, dishonesty, deceit, 
deceitfulness 

untruthful ► adjective © the answers may be un- 
truthful false, untrue, fabncated, made up, in- 
vented, trumped up, erroneous, wrong, incor- 
rect, inaccurate, fallacious, fictitious ©an un- 
truthful person lying, mendacious, dishonest, 
deceitful, duplicitous, false, double-dealing, 
twofaced, informal crooked, bent, poetic/ literary 
perfidious 
-opposites honest 

untutored ►adjective uneducated, untaught, 
unschooled, ignorant, unsophisticated, uncul- 
tured, unenlightened 
-opposites educated 

untwine ► verb. See untwist 

untwist ►verb untwine, disentangle, unravel, 
unsnarl, unwind, unroll, uncoil, unfurl, open 
(out), straighten (out) 

unused ► adjective © the notebook is unused | un- 
used food’ unutilized, unemployed, unexploited, 
not in service, left over, remaining, uneaten, 
unconsumed, unneeded, not required, to spare, 
surplus, ©he was unused to sudi directness: un- 
accustomed, new, a stranger, unfamiliar, un- 
conversant, unacquainted; archaic strange. 
-opposites accustomed. 
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unusual ► adjective ©an unusual sight uncom 
mon, abnormal, atypical, unexpected, surpris- 
ing, unfamiliar, different, strange, odd, curious, 
out of the ordinary, extraordinary, unorthodox, 
unconventional, outlandish, singular, peculiar, 
bizarre, rare, scarce, few and far between, thin 
on the ground, exceptional, isolated, occasion- 
al, infrequent, informal weird, offbeat, way out, 
freaky ©a man of unusual talent remarkable, 
extraordmaiy, exceptional, singular, particular, 
outstanding, notable, noteworthy, distinctive, 
striking, significant, special, unique, unparal- 
leled, prodigious 
-opposites common 

unutterable ► adjective Q an existence of un- 
utterable boredom indescribable, beyond de- 
scription, inexpressible, unspeakable, undefin- 
able, inconceivable, extreme, great, over- 
whelming, dreadful, awful, appalling, terrible 
© unutterable joy marvellous, wonderful, su- 
perb, splendid, unimaginable, profound, deep 

unvamlshad ►adjective ©unvarnished wood 
bare, unpainted, unpolished, unfinished, un 
treated ©the unvarnished truth straightfor 
ward, plain, simple, stark, truthful, realistic, 
candid, honest, frank, forthright, direct, blunt, 
straight from the shoulder 

unveil ► verb reveal, present, disclose, divulge, 
make known, make public, communicate, pub- 
lish. broadcast, display, show, exhibit, put on 
display, release, bring out 

unwanted ► adjective ©an unwanted develop- 
ment unwelcome, undesirable, undesired, un- 
popular. unfortunate, unlucky, unfavourable, 
untoward, unpleasant, disagreeable, displeas- 
ing, distasteful, objectionable, regrettable, de- 
plorable, lamentable, unacceptable, intolerable, 
awful, terrible, wretched, appalling ©tins of 
unwanted pet food unused, left over, surplus, su- 
perfluous, uneaten, unconsumed, untouched 
©an unwanted guest uninvited, unbidden, un- 
asked, unrequested, unsolicited ©many ageing 
people feel unwanted friendless, unloved, 
uncared-for, forsaken, rejected, shunned, su- 
perfluous, useless, unnecessary 
-opposites welcome 

unwarranted ► adjective ©the cnttism ts un- 
warranted unjustified, unjustifiable, indefens- 
ible, inexcusable, unforgivable, unpardonable, 
uncalled for, unnecessary, unreasonable, un- 
just. groundless, excessive, immoderate, dispro- 
portionate ©an unwarranted invasion of privacy 
unauthorized, unsanctioned, unapproved, un- 
certified, unlicensed; illegal, unlawful, illicit, il- 
legitimate. criminal, actionable 
-opposites justified 

unwary ►‘adjective incautious. careless, 
thoughtless, heedless, inattentive, unwatchful, 
oft one’s guard. 

unwavering ►‘adjective steady, fixed, reso- 
lute, resolved, firm, steadfast, unswerving, un- 
faltering, untiring, tireless, indefatigable, un- 
yielding. relentless, unremitting, unrelenting, 
sustained. 

-opposites unsteady. 

unwelcome ► adjective ©/ was made to feel 
unwelcome: unwanted, uninvited ©even a small 
increase is unwelcome: undesirable, undesired, 
unpopular, unfortunate, unlucky; disappoint- 


ing, upsetting, distressing, disagreeable, dis- 
pleasing, regrettable, deplorable, lamentable 
unwell ►adjective ill, sick, poorly, indisposed, 
ailing, not (very) well, not oneself, under/below 
par, peaky, queasy, nauseous. Brrt off colour; in- 
formal under the weather, not up to snuff, 
funny, peculiar, lousy, rough, Brrt informal grotty. 
Austral f NZ informal crook, dated queer 
unwholesome ►adjective ©unwholesome air 
unhealthy, noxious, poisonous; insalubrious, 
unhygienic, insanitary, harmful, injurious, det- 
rimental, destructive, damaging, deleterious, 
baleful © unwholesome Web pages improper, im- 
moral, indecent, corrupting, depraving, sal- 
acious 

-opposites healthy, seemly 
Unwieldy ►adjective cumbersome, unmanage- 
able. unmanoeuvrable, awkward, clumsy, mas- 
sive, heavy, hefty, bulky, weighty 
-opposites manageable 

unwilling ►adjective ©unwflltng conscripts re 
luctant, unenthusiastic, hesitant, resistant, 
grudging, involuntary, forced ©he was unwill- 
ing to take on that responsibility disinclined, re- 
luctant, averse, loath, (be unwilling to do 
something) not have the heart to, baulk at, 
demur at, shy away from, flinch from, shnnk 
from, have qualms about, have misgivings 
about, have reservations about 
-opposites keen 

unwillingness ►adjective disinclination, re- 
luctance, hesitation, diffidence, wavering, vacil 
lation, resistance, objection. opposition, 
doubts, second thoughts, scruples, qualms, 
misgivings, archaic disrelish 
unwind ►verb ©Ella unwound the scarf from her 
neck unroll, uncoil, unravel, untwine, untwist, 
disentangle, open (out), straighten (out) Q un- 
winding after work relax, loosen up, ease up/ 
off. slow down, de-stress, unbend, rest, put 
one's feet up, take it easy, informal wind down, 
let it all hang out. unbutton. N Amer informal 
hang loose, chill out, 

unwise ►adjective injudicious, ill-advised, im- 
prudent, foolish, silly, inadvisable, impolitic, 
misguided, foolhardy, irresponsible, rash, 
hasty, overhasty, reckless 
-opposites sensible 

unwitting ►adjective ©an unwitting accomplice 
unknowing, unconscious, unsuspecting, oblivi- 
ous, unaware, innocent ©an unwitting mistake 
unintentional, unintended, inadvertent, invol- 
untary, unconscious, accidental 
-opposites conscious 

unwonted ► adjective unusual, uncommon, 
unaccustomed, unfamiliar, unprecedented, ex- 
ceptional, extraordinary, remarkable, singular, 
surprising 
-oppositbs usual. 

unworldly ► adjective ©a gauche, unworldly girl 
naive, simple, inexperienced, innocent, green, 
raw. callow, immature, unsophisticated, gul- 
lible, ingenuous, artless, guileless, childlike, 
trusting, credulous. © unworldly beauty: un 
earthly, other-worldly, ethereal, ghostly, pre- 
ternatural, supernatural, paranormal, mystical, 
rare extramundane ©an unworldly religious 
order, non-materialistic, spiritualistic, religious 
unworthy ►edjecttve Qhe was unworthy of 
trust: undeserving, ineligible, unqualified. 
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unfit Q unworthy behaviour unbecoming, un- 
suitable, inappropriate, unbefitting, unfitting, 
unseemly, improper, discreditable, shameful, 
dishonourable, despicable, ignoble, contempt- 
ible. reprehensible 
-opposites deserving, becoming 
unwritten ► adjective tacit, implicit, unvoiced, 
taken for granted, accepted, recognized, under- 
stood, traditional, customary, conventional, 
oral, veibal, spoken, vocal, word-of-mouth 
unyielding ► adjective O unyielding spikes of 
cane stiff, inflexible, unbending, inelastic, 
firm, hard, solid, tough, tight, compact, com- 
pressed, dense 0an unyielding policy resolute, 
inflexible, uncompioinising, unbending, un- 
shakeable, unwavering, immovable, intract- 
able, intransigent, rigid, stiff, firm, determined, 
dogged, obstinate, stubborn, adamant, obdur- 
ate, tenacious, relentless, implacable, single- 
minded, formal pertinacious 
up-and-coming ► adjective promising, bud- 
ding, rising, on the up and up, with potential, 
talented, gifted, able 

Upbeat ► adjective (informal) optimistic, cheerful, 
cheery, positive, confident, hopeful, sanguine, 
bullish, buoyant 

-opposites pessimistic, negative 
Upbraid ► verb reprimand, rebuke, admonish, 
chastise, chide, reprove, reproach, scold, be- 
rate, take to task, lambaste, give someone a 
piece of one's mind, haul over the coals, lec- 
ture, informal tell off, give someone a talking-to, 
dress down, give someone an earful, rap over 
the knuckles, bawl out, lay into, Bnt informal tick 
off, carpet, tear off a stnp. give someone what 
for. give someone a rocket/rollicking, N Amer 
informal chew out, ream out, Austral informal mon- 
ster, formal castigate, rare reprehend 
upbringing ►noun childhood, early life, for- 
mative years, teaching, instruction, care, 
bnngmg-up, rearing 

update ►verb O^cunty measures are continually 
updated modernize, upgrade, bring up to date., 
improve, overhaul. N Amer bring up to code 
O /'II update him on today's developments brief, 
bnng up to date, inform, fill in, tell, notify, ap- 
prise, keep posted, informal clue in, put in the 
picture, brmg/keep up to speed 
upgrade ► verb o there are plans to upgrade the 
rail system improve, modernize, update, bring 
up to date, make better, ameliorate, reform, re- 
habilitate, recondition, refurbish, renovate. N 
Amer bring up to code Qhe was upgraded to a 
seat tn the cabinet promote, give promotion to, 
elevate, move up, raise, archaic prefer. 

-opposites downgrade, demote 
upheaval ► noun disruption, disturbance, 
trouble, turbulence, disoider, confusion, tur- 
moil, pandemonium, chaos, mayhem, cata- 
clysm. revolution, change 
uphill ► adjective Qan uphill path upward, ris- 
ing. ascending, climbing Qan uphill job ardu 
ous, difficult, hard, tough, taxing, demanding, 
exacting, stiff, formidable, exhausting, tinng, 
wearisome, laborious, gruelling, back-breaking, 
punishing, burdensome, onerous, Herculean; in- 
formal no picnic, killing; archaic toilsome 
-opposites downhill 

Uphold ►verb Qthe court upheld his claim for 
damages confirm, endorse, sustain, approve, 


support, back (up), stand by. champion, de- 
fend 0 they've a tradition to uphold maintain, 
sustain, continue, preserve, protect, keep, hold 
to, keep alive, keep going 
-opposites overturn, oppose 
Upkeep ►noun Qthe upkeep of the road main 
tenance, iepair(s), service, servicing, care, pre- 
servation, conservation, running Qthe child’s 
upkeep (financial) support, maintenance, keep, 
subsistence, care 

uplift ► verb she needs something to uplift her spir- 
its boost, raise, buoy up, lift, cheer up, perk 
up enliven, brighten up. lighten, stimulate, in- 
spire, ginger up, revive, restore, informal buck 
up 

uplifted ► adjective raised, upraised, elevated, 
upthrust, held high, erect, proud 
uplifting ► adjective inspiring, stimng, inspir- 
ational, rousing, moving, touching, affecting, 
cheenng, heartening, encouraging 
upper ► adjective Q the upper floor higher, su- 
perior, top 0 the upper echelons of the party se 
nior, superior, higher-level, higher-ranking, 
top 

-opposites lower 

■ the upper hand an advantage, the edge, the 
whip hand, a lead, a head start, ascendancy, 
superiority, supremacy, sway, control, power, 
mastery, dominance, command 
upper-class ►adjective aristocratic, noble, 
of noble birth, palncian. titled, blue-blooded, 
high-born, well born, elite, landowning, land- 
ed, born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth, 
Bnt county, upmarket, informal upper-crust, top- 
drawer, {huntin’, shootin’. and fishin’), classy, 
Bnt informal posh, archaic gentle, of gentle birth 
uppermost ►adjective Qthe uppermost 
branches highest, top, topmost 0 their own 
problems remained uppermost in their minds pre 
dominant, of greatest importance, to the fore, 
foiemost, dominant, principal, chief, main, 
paramount, major 

Uppish ►adjective ( informal ) arrogant, bump- 
tious, full of oneself, puffed up, conceited, 
swollen-headed, pompous, self-assertive, over- 
bearing, throwing one’s weight about, cocky, 
cocksure, haughty, self-important, superior, 
presumptuous, overweening, informal snooty, up- 
pity, high and mighty, too big for one’s boots 
Upright ►adjective Qan upright position verti 
cal, perpendicular, plumb, straight (up), 
straight up and down, bolt upright, erect, on 
end, on one’s feet, Heraldry rampant Qan up- 
right member of the community, honest, honour- 
able, upstanding, respectable, high-minded, 
law-abiding, right-minded, worthy, moral, eth- 
ical, righteous, decent, good, virtuous, prin- 
cipled, high-pnncipled, of principle, noble, in- 
corruptible 

-opposites horizontal, dishonourable 
uprising ►noun rebellion, revolt, insurrec- 
tion, mutiny, revolution, msurgence, noting, 
not. civil disobedience, unrest, anarchy, fight- 
ing in the streets; coup, coup d’etat, putsch 
uproar ►noun Qthe uproar in the kitchen con- 
tinued for some time turmoil, disorder, confu- 
sion, chaos, commotion, disturbance, rumpus, 
tumult, turbulence, mayhem, pandemonium, 
bedlam, noise, din, clamour, hubbub, racket; 
shouting, yelling, babel; informal hullabaloo; Bnt 
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informal row © there was an uproar when he was 
dismissed outcry, furore, howl of protest, fuss, 
commotion, hue and cry, rumpus, ruckus, 
brouhaha, informal hullabaloo, stink, ructions, 
Bnt informal tow 
-opposites calm 

uproarious ► adjective O tin uproarious party 
riotous, rowdy, noisy, loud, wild, unrestrained, 
unruly, np-roanng, rollicking, boisterous, mfor - 
mal rumbustious, N Amer informal rambunctious 
©an uproarious joke hilarious, hysterically 
funny, too funny for words, nb-ticklmg, informal 
priceless, sidesplitting, a scream, a hoot, mfof' 
mal, dated killing 
-opposites quiet 

uproot ► verb Q don't pick or uproot wild flowers 
pull up, root out. deracinate, grub out/up ©u 
revolutum is necessary to uproot the social order 
eradicate, get nd of. eliminate, root out, des- 
troy, put an end to, do away with, wipe out, 
stamp out 
-opposites plant 

upset ► verb O the accusation upset her distress, 
trouble, perturb, dismay, disturb, discompose, 
unsettle, disconcert, disquiet, worry, bother, 
agitate, fluster, throw, ruffle, unnerve, shake, 
hurt, sadden, grieve ©he upset a tureen of soup 
knock over, overturn, upend, tip over, topple 
(over), spill, archaic overset ©the dam will upset 
the ecological balance disrupt, interfere with, dis- 
turb. throw out. turn topsy-turvy, throw into 
confusion, mess up 

► noun ©u legal dispute will cause worry and upset 
distress, trouble, perturbation, dismay, dis- 
quiet, worry, bothei. agitation, hurt, gnef ©a 
stomach upset disorder, complaint, ailment, ill- 
ness, sickness, malady informal bug, Bnt informal 
lurgy 

► adjective ©/ was upset by the news distressed, 
troubled, perturbed, dismayed, disturbed, un- 
settled, disconcerted, worried, bothered, anx- 
ious, agitated, flustered, ruffled, unnerved, 
shaken, hurt, saddened, grieved, informal cut up, 
choked, Bnt informal gutted ©an upset stomach 
disturbed, unsettled, queasy, bad. poorly, infor- 
mal gippy 

-opposites unperturbed, calm 
Upshot ► noun result, end result, conse- 
quence. outcome, conclusion, effect, repercus- 
sion, reverberations, ramification, dated issue 
-opposites cause 

upside down ►adjective ©an upside-down 
canoe upturned, upended, wrong side up, over- 
turned, inverted, capsized © they left the flat up- 
side dowr 1 in disarray, in disorder, jumbled up, 
in a muddle, untidy, disorganized, chaotic, all 
over the place, in chaos, in confusion, topsy- 
turvy, at sixes and sevens, informal higgledy- 
piggledy 

upstanding ►adjective ©an upstanding mem- 
ber of the community honest, honourable, up- 
right, respectable, high-minded, law-abiding, 
nght-mmded, worthy, moral, ethical, right- 
eous, decent, good, virtuous, principled, high- 
pnncipled, of principle, noble, incorruptible 
©the upstanding feathered plumes, upright, erect, 
vertical; standing, in a standmg position, on 
one’s feet, Heraldry rampant 
-opposites dishonourable 
upstart ►noun parvenu(e), arriviste, nouveau 
riche, vulgarian, status seeker, social climber. 


up to data ► adjective ©up-to-date equipment 
modern, contemporary, the latest, state-of-the- 
art, new, present-day, up to the minute; ad- 
vanced, informal bang up to date, mod ©the 
newsletter will keep you up to date informed, up 
to speed, in the picture, in touch, au fait, au 
courant, conversant, familiar, knowledgeable, 
acquainted, aware 

-opposites out of date, old-fashioned 
upturn ►noun improvement, upswing, turn for 
the better, recovery, revival, rally, resurgence, 
increase, rise, jump, leap, upsurge, boost, escal- 
ation. 

-opposites fall, slump 

upward ►adjective an upward trend rising, on 
the nse, ascending, climbing, mounting, uphill 
-opposites downward 

► adverb the smoke drifts upward See upwards 
upwards ► adverb he inched his way ujrward s up, 

upward, uphill, to the top 
-opposites downward 

■ upward(s) of more than, above, over, in ex- 
cess of, exceeding, beyond 
urban ►adjective town, city, municipal, metro- 
politan, built-up, inner-city, suburban 
-opposites rural 

urbane ► adjective suave, sophisticated, debon- 
air, worldly, cultivated, cultured, civilized, 
smooth, polished, refined, self-possessed, cour- 
teous, polite, civil, well mannered, mannerly, 
charming, gentlemanly, gallant 
-opposites uncouth, unsophisticated 
urchin ► noun ragamuffin, waif, stray, imp, 
iascal, derogatory guttersnipe, dated gamin, archaic 
mudlark, scapegrace, street Arab 
urge ► verb ©she urged him to try again encour 
age, exhort, enjoin, press, entreat, implore, 
call on, appeal to, beg, plead with, egg on. 
spui, push, pressure, pressunze, formal adjure. 
poetic/ literary beseech ©she urged her horse down 
the lane spur (on), force, drive, impel ©J urge 
caution in interpreting these results advise, coun- 
sel, advocate, recommend 

► noun his urge to travel desire, wish, need, com- 
pulsion. longing, yearning, hankering, craving, 
appetite, hunger, thirst, fancy, impulse, informal 
yen, itch 

urgent ►adjective ©the urgent need for more 
funding acute, pressing, dire, desperate, critic- 
al. senous, grave, intense, crying, burning, 
compelling, extreme, high-pnonty. top-pnonty, 
life-and-death ©an urgent whisper insistent, 
persistent, importunate, earnest, pleading, beg- 
ging 

urinate ► verb pass water, relieve oneself, infor- 
mal spend a penny, have/take a leak, pee. pid- 
dle, widdle, have a tinkle, Bnt informal wee. have 
a Jimmy (Riddle), have a slash, N Amer informal 
take a whizz, formal micturate 
usable ► adjective ready/fit for use, able to be 
used, at someone’s disposal, disposable, work- 
ing, in working order, functioning, functional, 
serviceable, operational, up and running 
usage ►noun ©energy usage use, consump- 
tion, utilization ©the usage of equipment use, 
utilization, operation, manipulation, running, 
handling. © the intricacies of English usage 
phraseology, parlance, idiom, way of speak- 
ing/wnting, mode of expression, idiolect, ©the 
usages of polite society custom, practice, habit, 
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tradition, convention, rule, observance, way, 
procedure, form, formal praxis, wont, (usages) 
mores 

1180 ►vtrb ©she used her key to open the front 
door utilize, make use of, avail oneself of, em- 
ploy, work, operate, wield, ply, apply, man- 
oeuvre, manipulate, put to use, put into ser- 
vice © the court will use its discretion in making an 
order exercise, employ, bring into play, prac- 
tise, apply ©use your troops well and they will not 
let you down manage, handle, treat, deal with, 
behave/act towards, conduct oneself towards 
QI couldn’t help feeling that she was using me 
take advantage of, exploit, manipulate, take 
liberties with, impose on, abuse, capitalize on, 
profit from, trade on, milk, informal cash in on, 
walk all over 0 we have used all the available 
funds consume, get/go through, exhaust, de- 
plete, expend, spend, waste, fritter away, 
squander, dissipate 

► noun ©the use of such weapons utilization, 
usage, application, employment, operation, 
manipulation © his use of other people for his own 
ends exploitation, manipulation, abuse 
©what is the use of that > advantage, benefit, 
service, utility, usefulness, help, good, gain, 
avail, profit, value, worth, point, object, pur- 
pose, sense, reason © composers have not found 
much use for the device need, necessity, call, de- 
mand. requirement 

used ► adjective a used car second-hand, pre- 
owned. nearly new, old, worn, hand-me-down, 
handed-down, cast-off, Bnt informal reach-mc- 
down 

—opposites new 

■ used to accustomed TO, no st i anger to, fa- 
miliar with, at home with, in the habit of. ex- 
perienced m, versed in, conversant with, ac- 
quainted with 

useful ►adjective ©a useful multipurpose tool 
functional, practical, handy, convenient, utili- 
tarian. serviceable, of use, of service, informal 
nifty ©a useful experience beneficial, advanta- 
geous, helpful, worthwhile, profitable, reward-' 
mg. productive, constructive, valuable, fruitful 
© (informal) they had some very useful players com 
petent. capable, able, skilful, skilled, talented, 
proficient, accomplished, good, handy 
-opposites useless, disadvantageous, incompe- 
tent 

useless ►adjective ©it was useless to try \ a 
piece of useless knowledge futile, to no avail, in 
vain, vain, pointless, to no purpose, unavailing, 
hopeless, ineffectual, ineffective, to no effect, 
fruitless, unprofitable, profitless, unproductive, 
broken, kaput, archaic bootless © [informal] he 
was useless at his job incompetent, inept, inef- 
fective, incapable, inadequate, hopeless, bad, in - 
formal pathetic, a dead loss 
-opposites useful, beneficial, competent. 

usher ► verb she ushered him to a window seat es- 
cort, accompany, take, show, see, lead, con- 
duct, guide, steer, shepherd 

► noun ushers showed them to their seats guide, at- 
tendant. escort 

■ usher something in herald, mark the start 
of. signal, nng m, show in, set the scene for, 
pave the way for; start, begin, introduce, open 
the door to, get going, set m motion, get under 
way, kick off. launch 


usual ►adjective habitual, customary, accus- 
tomed, normal, routine, regular, standard, typ- 
ical, established, set. settled, stock, convention- 
al, traditional, expected, predictable, familiar, 
average, general, ordinary, everyday, poetic/ 
literary wonted 
-opposites exceptional 

usually ► adverb normally, generally, habitual- 
ly, customarily, routinely, typically, ordinarily, 
commonly, conventionally, traditionally, as a 
rule, in general, more often than not, in the 
mam, mainly, mostly, for the most part 

usurp ►verb © Richard usurped the throne seize, 
take over, take possession of, take, comman- 
deer, assume ©the Hanoverian dynasty had 
usurped the Stuarts oust, overthrow, remove, 
topple, unseat, depose, dethrone, supplant, re- 
place 

utensil ► noun implement, tool, instrument, de- 
vice, apparatus, gadget, appliance, contrivance, 
contraption, aid, informal gizmo 

utilitarian ►adjective practical, functional, 
serviceable, useful, sensible, efficient, utility, 
workaday, plain, unadorned, undecoiative 
-opposites decorative 

utility ► noun usefulness, use, benefit, value, 
advantage, advantageousness, help, helpful- 
ness, profitability, practicality, effectiveness, 
avail, service, formal efficacy 

utilize ► verb use, make use of, put to use. em- 
ploy, avail oneself of, bnng/press into service, 
bring into play, deploy, draw on. exploit 

Utmost ►adjective ©a matter of the utmost im- 
portance greatest, highest, maximum, most, 
uttermost, extreme, supreme, pai amount 
©the utmost tip of Shetland furthest, farthest, 
furthermost, farthermost, extreme, very, utter- 
most, outermost, endmost 

► noun a plot that stretches credulity to the utmost 
uttermost, maximum, limit 

Utopia ► noun paradise, heaven, heaven on 
earth, Eden, Garden of Eden, Shangri-La, Elys- 
ium, idyll, nirvana, ideal place, poetic /literary Ar- 
cadia 

Utopian ►adjective idealistic, visionary, ro- 
mantic, starry-eyed, fanciful, unrealistic, ideal, 
perfect, paradisal, heavenly, idyllic, blissful, 
Ely sian; poetic/ literary Arcadian 

Utter 1 ► adjective that’s utter nonsense complete. 
total, absolute, thorough, perfect, downright, 
out-and-out, outright, thoroughgoing, all-out, 
sheer, arrant, positive, prize, rank, pure, real, 
veritable, consummate, categorical, unmiti- 
gated, unqualified, unadulterated, unalloyed. 

utter 2 ►verb ©he uttered an exasperated snort 
emit, let out, give, produce ©he hardly uttered 
a word say, speak, voice, express, articulate, 
pronounce, enunciate, verbalize, vocalize 

Utterance ►noun remark, comment, word, 
statement, observation, declaration, pro- 
nouncement 

utterly ►adverb completely, totally, absolute- 
ly, entirely, wholly, fully, thoroughly, quite, al- 
together, one hundred per cent, downright, 
outright, in all respects, unconditionally, per- 
fectly, really, to the hilt, to the core, informal 
dead 

Uttermost ► adjective & noun. See utmost 
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U-tum ► noun a complete U-tum m economic pol- 
icy volte-face, turnaround, about-face, rever- 


sal, shift, change of heart, change of mind, 
backtracking, change of plan, Brit about-turn. 



I 
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vacancy ► noun Q there are vacancies for com - 
puter technicians opening, position, situation va- 
cant, post, job, opportunity, place ©Cathy 
stared into vacancy, seeing nothing empty space, 
emptiness, nothingness, void 0 a vacancy of 
mind empty-headedness, lack of intelligence, 
brainlessness, vacuousness, vacuity, stupidity 
vacant ► adjective ©a vacant house empty, un- 
occupied, available, not in use. free, unfilled, 
uninhabited, untenanted ©a vacant look 
blank, expressionless, unresponsive, emotion- 
less, impassive, uninterested, vacuous, empty, 
glazed, glassy, unintelligent, dull-witted, dense, 
brainless, empty-headed 
-opposites full, occupied, expressive 
vacate ► verb © he was forced to vacate the prem- 
ises leave, move out of, evacuate, quit, depan 
from, abandon, desert ©he will be vacating his 
post next year resign from, leave, stand down 
from, give up, bow out of, relinquish, retire 
from, informal quit 
-opposites occupy, take up 
vacation ► noun © his summer vacations in 
France holiday, tnp, tour, break, mini-break, 
leave, time off, recess, furlough, informal hoi, 
vac. forma I sojourn ©the squatters’ vacation of the 
occupied land departure, evacuation, abandon- 
ment, desertion 

vacillate ►verb dither, be indecisive, be un- 
decided. waver, hesitate, be in two minds, 
blow hot and cold, keep changing one’s mind, 
Bnt haver, hum and haw, informal dilly-dally, 
shilly-shally 

vacillating ► adjective irresolute, indecisive, 
dithering, undecided, hesitant, wavering, am- 
bivalent, divided, uncertain, in two minds, 
blowing hot and cold, informal dilly-dallying’, 
shilly-shallying 
-opposites resolute 

vacuous ► adjective silly, inane, unintelligent, 
foolish, stupid, fatuous, idiotic, brainless, wit- 
less, vapid, vacant, empty-headed, informal 
dumb, gormless, moronic, brain-dead 
-opposites intelligent. 

vacuum ► noun ©people longing to Jill the spirit- 
ual vacuum in their lives emptiness, void, noth- 
ingness, vacancy ©the political vacuum left by 
the Emperor's death gap, space, lacuna, void 
© (informal) 1 use the vacuum for cleaning the rug 
vacuum cleaner, Bnt informal vac, trademark Hoo- 
ver 

vagabond ► noun. See vagrant noun 
vagary ► noun change, fluctuation, variation, 
quirk, peculiarity, oddity, eccentricity, unpre- 
dictability, caprice, foible, whim, whimsy, 
fancy. 

vagrant ► noun a temporary home for vagrants. 
tramp, drifter, down-and-out, derelict, beggar, 
itinerant, wanderer, nomad, traveller, vaga- 
bond. transient, homeless person, beachcomb- 
er; informal knight of the road, N Amer hobo; 
Austral bagman, informal bag lady; N Amer informal 
bum, poetic /literary wayfarer. 


► adjective vagrant beggars homeless, drifting, 
transient, roving, roaming, itinerant, wander- 
ing, nomadic, travelling, vagabond, rootless, of 
no fixed address/abode 

vague ► adjective © a vague shape indistinct, in- 
definite, indeterminate, unclear, ill-defined, 
hazy, fuzzy, misty, blurred, bluny, out of 
focus, faint, shadowy, dim. obscure, nebulous, 
amorphous ©a vague description imprecise, 
rough, approximate, inexact, non-specific, gen- 
eralized, ambiguous, equivocal, hazy, woolly 
0 they had only vague plans hazy, uncertain, un- 
decided, unsure, unclear, unsettled, indefinite, 
indeterminate, unconfirmed, up in the air, 
speculative ©she was so vague in everyday life 
absent-minded, forgetful, dreamy, abstracted, 
with one’s head in the clouds, informal scatty, 
not with it 

-opposites clear, precise, certain 

vaguely ►adverb ©she looks vaguely familiar 
slightly, a little, a bit, somewhat, rather, m a 
way, faintly, obscurely, informal sort of. kind of 
& he fired his nfle vaguely in our direction rough 
ly, more or less, approximately 0he smiled 
vaguely absent-mindedly, abstractedly, vacantly 
-opposites very, exactly 

vain ► adjective ©he was vain about his looks con 
ceited, narcissistic, self-loving, in love with 
oneself, self-adminng, self-regarding, egotistic, 
egotistical, proud, arrogant, boastful, cocky, 
immodest, swaggering, informal big-headed, 
poetic/ literary vainglorious ©a vain attempt fu 
tile, useless, pointless, to no purpose, in vain, 
ineffective, ineffectual, inefficacious, impotent, 
unavailing, to no avail, fruitless, profitless, un- 
productive, unsuccessful, failed, abortive, for 
nothing, thwarted, frustrated, foiled, archaic 
bootless 

-opposites modest, successful 
■ in vain © they tried in vain to save him unsuc 
cessfully, without success, to no avail, to no 
purpose, fruitlessly ©his efforts were tn vain See 
vain sense 2 

valediction ► noun farewell, goodbye, adieu, 
leave-taking 

valedictory ► adjective farewell, goodbye, 
leaving, parting; last, final 

valet ► noun manservant, man, personal at- 
tendant, gentleman’s gentleman, Jeeves, Military, 
dated batman 

valetudinarian ►noun an elderly valetudinar- 
ian hypochondriac; invalid 

► adjective he was earnest, fussy, and valetudinarian. 
hypochondriac, obsessed with one’s health, 
neurotic, sickly, ailing, poorly, in poor health, 
weak, infirm, valetudinary 

valiant ►adjective brave, courageous, plucky, 
valorous, intrepid, heroic, gallant, lionhearted, 
bold, fearless, daring, audacious, unflinching, 
unshrinking, unafraid, dauntless, undaunted, 
doughty, indomitable, mettlesome, stout- 
hearted, spirited; Informal game, gutsy, spunky 
-opposites cowardly. 
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valid 1 variation 


valid ► adjoctlvo Qa valid criticism well found 
ED, sound, reasonable, rational, logical, justifi- 
able, defensible, viable, bona fide, cogent, ef- 
fective. powerful, convincing, credible, force- 
ful, strong, weighty 0 a valid contract legally 
binding, lawful, legal, official, signed and 
sealed, contractual; in force, in effect, effective 

validate ► verb O clinical trials now exist to valid- 
ate this claim prove, substantiate, corroborate, 
verify, support, back up, bear out, confirm, jus- 
tify, vindicate, authenticate 0250 course pro- 
posals were validated, ratify, endorse, approve, 
agree to, accept, authorize, legalize, legitimize, 
warrant, license, certify, recognize 
-opposites disprove 

valley ► noun DALE, vale, hollow, gully, gorge, 
ravine, canyon, rift; Bnt combe, dene, N English 
dough, Scottish glen, strath, poetic/ literary dell, 
dingle 

valour ► noun bravery, courage, pluck, intrep- 
idity, nerve, daring, fearlessness, audacity, 
boldness, dauntlessness, stout-heartedness, 
heroism, backbone, spirit, informal guts, spunk, 
Bnt informal bottle, N Amer informal moxie 
-opposites cowardice 

valuable ►adjective Qa valuable watch pre 
cious, costly, high-priced, high-cost, expensive, 
dear, worth its weight in gold, worth a king’s 
ransom, priceless 0 a valuable contribution use 
ful, helpful, beneficial, invaluable, productive, 
constructive, effective, advantageous, worth- 
while. worthy, important 
-opposites cheap, worthless, useless 

valuables ► plural noun precious items, costly 
items, prized possessions, personal effects, 
treasures 

value ►noun Q houses exceeding £250,000 in 
value price, cost, worth; market price, monet- 
ary value, face value 0the value of adequate 
preparation cannot be understated worth, useful- 
ness, advantage, benefit, gain, profit, good, 
help, helpfulness, avail; importance, signifi- 
cance Q society’s values are passed on to us as chil- 
dren principles, ethics, moral code, morals, 
standards, code of behaviour 

► verb Qhis estate was valued at £45,000 evaluate, 
assess, estimate, appraise, pnce, put/set a price 
on 0she valued his opinion think highly of, 
have a high opinion of, hold in high regard, 
rate highly, esteem, set (great) store by, appre- 
ciate. respect, pnze, cherish, treasure 

valued ►adjective cherished, treasured, dear, 
prized, esteemed, respected, highly regarded. 

valueless ►adjective worthless, of no value, 
useless, to no purpose, (of) no use, profitless, 
futile, pointless, vain, in vain, to no avail, to no 
effect, fruitless, unproductive, idle, ineffective, 
unavailing; archaic bootless. 

vamp 1 ► verb ( informal) the design had been vamped 
up' improve, revamp, redesign, remodel, re- 
style, rework, make over, renovate, refurbish, 
redecorate, recondition, rehabilitate, overhaul, 
repair; informal do up, give something a facelift, 
N Amer informal rehab. 

vamp 2 ►noun ( informal) a raven-haired vamp, se- 
ductress, temptress, siren, femme fatale. Mata 
Hari; flirt, coquette, tease 

van 1 ► noun. See list at vehicle. 


Van 2 ► noun he was m the van of the movement See 
vanguard 

vanguard ►noun forefront, van. advance 
guard, spearhead, front, front line, fore, lead, 
cutting edge, leaders, founders, founding 
fathers, pioneers, trailblazers, trendsetters, in- 
novators, ground-breakers 
-oppositbs rear 

vanish ►verb Qhe vanished into the darkness 
disappear, be lost to sight/view, become invis- 
ible, vanish into thin air, recede from view 
0all hope of freedom vanished' fade (away), evap- 
orate, melt away, come to an end. end, cease 
to exist, pass away, die out, be no more 
-opposites appear, materialize 
vanity ►noun Qshe had none of the vanity often 
associated with beautiful women conceit, narcis- 
sism, self-love, self-admiration, self-regard, 
egotism, pride, arrogance, boastfulness, cocki- 
ness, swagger, informal big-headedness, poetic / 
literary vainglory 0 the vanity of all desires of the 
will futility, uselessness, pointlessness, worth- 
lessness, fruitlessness 
-opposites modesty 

vanquish ► verb conquer, defeat, beat, 
trounce, rout, triumph over, be victorious over, 
get the better of, worst, overcome, overwhelm, 
overpower, overthrow, subdue, subjugate, 
quell, quash, crush, bnng someone to their 
knees, informal lick, hammer, clobber, thrash, 
demolish, wipe the floor with, make mince- 
meat of. massacre, slaughter, annihilate; Bnt in- 
formal stuff. N Amer informal ci earn, shellac 
vapid ►adjective insipid, uninspired, colourless, 
uninteresting, feeble, flat. dull, bonng. tedious, 
tired, unexciting, uninspiring, unimaginative, 
lifeless, tame, vacuous, bland, tnte 
-opposites lively, colourful 
vapour ►noun haze, mist, steam, condensa- 
tion, fumes, exhalation, fog. smog, smoke 
variable ► adjective changeable, changing, 
varying, shifting, fluctuating, changeful, irregu- 
lar. inconstant, inconsistent, fluid, unsteady, 
unstable, unsettled, fitful, mutable, protean, 
wavering, vacillating, capricious, fickle, vola- 
tile, unpredictable, unreliable, informal up and 
down 

-opposites constant 

variance ►noun difference, variation, dis- 
crepancy, dissimilarity, disagreement, conflict, 
divergence, deviation, contrast, contradiction, 
imbalance, incongruity 

■ at variance Qhis recollections were at variance 
with documentary evidence inconsistent, at odds, 
not in keeping, out of keeping, out of line, out 
of step, in conflict, in disagreement, different, 
differing, divergent, discrepant, dissimilar, con- 
trary, incompatible, contradictory, irreconcil- 
able, incongruous Qthey were at variance with 
their previous allies in disagreement, at odds, at 
cross purposes, at loggerheads, in conflict, in 
dispute, at outs, quarrelling 
variant ► noun there are a number of variants of 
the same idea, variation, form, alternative, adap- 
tation, alteration, modification, permutation 
► adjecttva a variant spelling alternative, other. 

different, divergent, derived, modified 
variation ► noun Q regional variations in farming 
practice' difference, dissimilarity; disparity, 
contrast, discrepancy, imbalance; technical differ- 


varied | vault 
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Types of Vaulting 


Vegetables 


barrel 

llerne 

Romanesque 

cross 

neo-Gothlc 

segmental 

domical 

oglvai 

sexpartfte 

fan 

palm 

tunnel 

Gothic 

parabolic 

underpftch 

groin/ 

groined 

intersecting 

pendentive 

quadripartite 

rib/ribbed 

wagon 


ential, formal dissimilitude 0 opening times are 
subject to variation change, alteration, modifica- 
tion, diversification ©there was very little vari- 
ation from an understood pattern deviation, van' 
ance, divergence, departure, fluctuation 
©hurling is an Irish variation of hockey variant, 
form, alternative form, development, adapta- 
tion, alteration, diversification, modification 
varied ►adjective diverse, assorted, miscellan- 
eous. mixed, sundry, heterogeneous, wide- 
ranging, multifanous, disparate, motley 
variegated ►adjective multicoloured, parti- 
coloured, multicolour, many-coloured, many- 
hued, polychromatic, colourful, pnsmatic, 
rainbow-hke, kaleidoscopic, mottled, stnated, 
marbled, streaked, speckled, flecked, dappled, 
informal splotchy, splodgy 
—opposites plain, monochrome 
variety ► noun O the lack nf variety in the curricu- 
lum diversity, vanation, diversification, multi- 
fanousness, heterogeneity, many-sidedness, 
change, difference 0 a wide variety of flowers 
and shrubs assortment, miscellany, range, 
array, collection, selection, mixture, medley, 
multiplicity, mixed bag, motley collection, pot- 
pourri O fifty varieties of pasta sort, kind, type, 
class, category, style, form, make, model, 
brand, strain, breed, genus 
-opposites uniformity 

various ► adjective diverse, different, differing, 
varied, varying, a variety of, assorted, mixed, 
sundiy, miscellaneous, heterogeneous, dispar- 
ate, motley, poetic /literary divers 

vamlsh ► noun & verb lacquer, shellac, japan, 
enamel, glaze, polish 

vary ►verb ©estimates of the development cost 
vary differ, be different, be dissimilar 0 rates 
of interest vary over time fluctuate, rise and fall, 
go up and down, change, alter, shift, swing 
© the diaphragm is used for varying the aperture of 
the lens modify, change, alter, adjust, regulate, 
control, set, diversify © the routine never varied 
change, alter, deviate, differ, fluctuate 
vassal ► noun ( historical) villein, liegeman, man. 
vavasour, serf, helot 

vast ► adjective huge, extensive, expansive, 
broad, wide, boundless, immeasurable, limit- 
less, infinite; enormous, immense, great, mas- 
sive. colossal, tremendous, mighty, prodigious, 
gigantic, gargantuan, mammoth, monumental, 
giant, towering, mountainous, titanic, Brob- 
dingnagian, informal jumbo, mega, monster, 
whopping, humongous, astronomical; Bnt infor- 
mal ginormous. 

-opposites tiny 

vat ► noun tub, tank, cistern, barrel, butt, cask, 
tun. drum, basin; vessel, receptacle, container, 
holder, reservoir. 


•dzuJd/adutd bean 

alfalfa 

artichoke 

asparagus 

aubergine 

avocado pear 

bamboo shoots 

bean 

beet 

beetroot 

black bean 

black-eyed bean 

borfottl bean 

butter bean 

breadfruit 

broad bean 

broccoli 

Brussels sprout 

butter bean 

butternut squash 

cabbage 

calabrese 

cannelllnf bean 

capsicum 

cardoon 

carrot 

cassava 

cauliflower 

celerlac 

celery 

chard 

chayote 

chervil 

chickpea 

chicory 

Chinese artichoke 
Chinese cabbage 
Chinese leaves 
choko 
collard 

com on the cob 
cos lettuce 
courgette 
cress 

cucumber 
curly kale 
cush-cush 
custard marrow 
dishcloth gourd 
eggplant 
endive 
fennel 
flageolet 
French bean 
garden pea 
garlic 
gherkin 

globe artichoke 

gobo 

gourd 

gumbo 

haricot been 

kale 

kidney bean 


kohlrabi 

Jerusalem artichoke 

Jkama 

leek 

lentil 

lettuce 

Rma bean 

mangetout 

manioc 

marrow 

marrow squash 

mizuna 

mung bean 

mustard 

okra 

onion 

orache 

oyster plant 

pak choi 

parsnip 

pattypan 

pea 

pea bean 

pepper 

petits pois 

plmlento 

pinto bean 

plantain 

potato 

puha 

pumpkin 

radish 

radlcchio 

runner bean 

rutabaga 

salsify 

savoy cabbage 
scallion 
scorzonera 
sea kale 
shallot 
snap bean 
spinach 
spinach beet 
spring onion 
squash 
string bean 
succory 
sugar bean 
sugar-snap peas 
swede 
sweetcom 
sweet potato 
taro 
tomato 
turnip 

turnip greens 

vegetable spaghetti 

water chestnut 

watercress 

waxpod 

yam 

yam bean 
zucchini 


vault 1 ► noun ©the highest Gothic vault in Europe 
arched roof, dome. arch. See list ©the vault 
under the church: cellar, basement, under- 
ground chamber, crypt, undercroft, catacomb, 
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vault | veneer 


bunal chamber e valuables stored in the vault 
strongroom, safe deposit, safety deposit 
vault 2 ► vert) he vaulted over the gate jump over, 
leap over, spring over, bound over, hurdle, 
clear 

vaunt ►verb boast about, brag about, make 
much of, crow about, parade, flaunt, acclaim, 
praise, extol, celebrate, informal show off about, 
formal laud 

veer ► verb turn, swerve, swing, sheer, career, 
weave, wheel, change dnection/c ourse, go off 
course, deviate 
vegetable ► noun See list 
vegetate ►verb DO nothing, idle, languish, 
laze, lounge, loll, moulder, stagnate, informal veg 
out, slob out, Bnt informal slummock. N Amer in- 
formal bum around, lollygag 
vegetation ► noun plants, flora, greenery. fo- 
hage, herbage, verdure See lists at grass, plant, 
tree 

vehemence ►noun passion, foice. forceful' 
ness, ardour, fervour, violence, urgency, 
strength, vigour, intensity, keenness, enthusi- 
asm, zeal 

vehement ►adjective passionate, forceful, ar- 
dent, impassioned, heated, spirited, urgent, fer- 
vent, violent, fierce, strong, forcible, powerful, 
emphatic, vigorous, intense, earnest, keen, en- 
thusiastic. zealous 
— o p positfs mild, apathetic 
vehicle ►noun Qu stolen vehicle means of 
transport, conveyance, car, automobile, 
motorcycle, motorbike, van. bus. coach, lony, 
truck, N Amer informal auto See lists here and at 
carriage ©a vehicle for the communication of 
original ideas channel, medium, means (of ex- 
pression). agency, agent, instrument, mechan 
ism, organ, apparatus 

veil ► noun a thin veil of high cloud made the sun 
hazy covering, cover, screen, curtain, mantle, 
cloak, mask, blanket, shioud, canopy, cloud, 
pall 

► verb the peak was veiled in mist envelop, sur- 
round. swathe, enfold, cover, conceal, hide, 
screen, shield, cloak, blanket, shroud, obscure. 
poetic] literary enshroud, mantle 
veiled ►adjective veiled threats disguised, cam- 
ouflaged. masked, covert, hidden, concealed, 
suppressed, underlying, implicit, implied, in- 
direct 

-opposites overt 

vein ► noun O a vein in his neck pulsed blood 
vessel See list ©the mineral veins in the rock 
layer, lode, seam, stratum, stratification, de- 
posit Q white marble with grey veins streak, 
marking, mark, line, stnpe, strip, band, thread, 
strand, technical stria, stnation ©he closes the 
article in a humorous vein mood, humour, frame 
of mind, temper, disposition, attitude, tenor, 
tone, key, spirit, character, feel, flavour, qual- 
ity, atmosphere, manner, way. style. 

-RELATED TERMS Vascular 

velocity ► noun speed, pace. rate, tempo, mo- 
mentum. impetus, swiftness, rapidity, poetic / 
literary fleetness, celerity 

venal ► adjective corrupt, corruptible, bribable, 
open to bribery, dishonest, dishonourable, un- 
trustworthy, unscrupulous, unprincipled, mer- 
cenary, greedy, informal bent. 


Motor VcMctos 


See at so car* 

all-terrain vehicle (ATV) 

lunar roving vehicle 

ambulance 

(UtV) 

armoured car 

milk float 

articulated lorry 

minelayer 

automobile 

moped 

beach buggy 

motorblke/motorcycle 

Black Maria 

motor caravan 

bloodmoblle 

multi-purpose vehicle 

bookmobile 

(MPV) 

bowser (trademark) 

off-road vehicle (ORV) 

bulldozer 

omnibus 

bus 

pantechnicon 

cab 

passenger-carrying 

camper (van) 

vehicle (PCV) 

car 

people carrier 

caravanette 

personnel carrier 

carryall 

pickup (truck) 

car transporter 

public service vehicle 

charabanc 

(PSV) 

coach 

quad bike 

combination 

recreational vehicle (RV) 

crash wagon 

refrigerated van 

delivery truck 

removal van 

digger 

roadroller 

Dormobile ( trademark ) 

rover 

double-decker bus 

scooter 

dragster 

scout car 

DUKW/duck 

scrambler 

dune buggy 

semitrailer 

dustcart 

shooting brake 

estate car 

skidsteer loader 

fire engine 

skimobile 

flatbed (truck) 

snowcat 

float 

snowmobile 

forklift truck 

snowplough 

four-wheel drive (4WD) 

sport utility vehicle 

garbage truck 

(SUV) 

go-kart 

steamroller 

golf cart/buggy 

streetcar 

grttter 

superbike 

hackney cab 

tank 

half-track 

tanker 

hearse 

taxi/taxicab 

heavy goods vehicle 

tracklayer 

(HCV) 

tractor 

horsebox 

trailer 

hot rod 

tram 

JCB { trademark ) 

transporter 

Jeep (trademark) 

trolleybus 

juggernaut 

troop carrier 

kart 

truck 

large goods vehicle 

tuk-tuk 

- (LGV) 

utility 

lorry 

van 

low-loader 

wagon/waggon 


low-rider 


-opposites honourable, honest 

vendetta ► noun FEUD, blood feud, quarrel, ar- 
gument, fallmg-out, dispute, fight, war, bad 
blood, enmity, nvaliy, conflict, strife 
vendor ► noun seller, retailer, purveyor, deal- 
er, trader, tradesman, shopkeeper, merchant, 
supplier, stockist, huckster, pedlar, hawker; N 
Amer storekeeper 

veneer ►noun Q American cherry wood with a 
maple veneer surface, lamination, layer, over- 




venerable | verge 
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Main Human Veins and Arteries 


aorta 

axillary artery 
axillary vein 
azygos vein 
basilic vein 
brachial artery 
brachial vein 
carotid artery 
coellac artery 
cephalic artery 
cephalic vein 
coronary artery 
crural artery 
crural vein 
cubital vein 
digital artery 
digital vein 

dorsal metatarsal artery 
dorsal venous arch 
femoral artery 
femoral vein 
gastric artery 
gastroepiploic vein 
hepatic artery 
hepatic portal vein 
iliac artery 
lilac vein 

Inferior vena cava 
Innominate artery 
innominate vein 
jugular vein 
long thoracic artery 
median cubital vein 


(Inferior/superior) 
mesenteric artery 
(inferior/superior) 
mesenteric vein 
ovarian artery 
ovarian vein 
palmar arch 
palmar network 
peroneal artery 
plantar artery 
popliteal artery 
popliteal vein 
portal vein 
pulmonary artery 
pulmonary vein 
radial artery 
renal artery 
renal vein 
(great/short) 
saphenous vein 
splenic artery 
subclavian artery 
subclavian vein 
superior vena cava 
suprarenal vein 
testicular artery 
testicular vein 
tlbial artery 
ulnar artery 
ulnar vein 
vena cava 
vertebral artery 


lay. facing, covering, finish, extenor 0 a veneer 
of sophistication facade, front, false front, show, 
outward display, appearance, impression, 
semblance, guise, disguise, mask, masquerade, 
pretence, camouflage, cover 

venerable ►adjective respected, venerated, 
revered, reverenced, honoured, esteemed, hal- 
lowed, august, distinguished, eminent, great 

Venerate ►verb revere, reverence, worship, 
hallow, hold sacred, exalt, adore, honour, re- 
spect, esteem, archaic magnify 

veneration ► noun reverence, worship, ador- 
ation, exaltation, devotion, honour, respect, es- 
teem, high regard 

vengeance ►noun revenge, retribution, re- 
taliation, requital, reprisal, satisfaction, an eye 
for an eye (and a tooth for a tooth) 

■ with a vengeance vigorously, strenuously, 
energetically, with a will, with might and 
main, with all the stops out, for all one is 
worth, all out, flat out, at full tilt, informal ham- 
mer and tongs, like crazy, like mad, Brit informal 
like billy-o 

vengeful ► adjective vindictive, revengeful, out 
for revenge, unforgiving, grudge-bearing. 
-opposites forgiving 

venial ►adjective forgivable, pardonable, ex- 
cusable, allowable, permissible, slight, minor, 
unimportant, insignificant, trivial, trifling 
-opposites unforgivable, mortal 

venom ►noun O snafcc venom* poison, toxin, ar- 
chaic bane, ©his voice was JuU of venom rancour, 
malevolence, vitriol, spite, vindictiveness, mal- 


ice, maliciousness, ill will, animosity, animus, 
bitterness, antagonism, hostility, bile, hate, 
hatred, informal bitchiness, cattiness 

venomous ► adjective O a venomous snake | the 
spider's venomous bite poisonous, toxic, danger- 
ous. deadly, lethal, fatal, mortal Q venomous re- 
marks vicious, spiteful, rancorous, malevolent, 
vitriolic, vindictive, malicious, poisonous, viru- 
lent. bitter, acrimonious, antagonistic, hostile, 
cruel, informal bitchy, catty, poetic /literary malefic, 
maleficent 

-opposites harmless, benevolent 
vent ► noun an air vent outlet, inlet, opening, 
aperture, hole, gap, onfice. space, duct, flue, 
shaft, well, passage, airway 

► verb the crowd vented their Jury on the pitch let 
out, give vent to. give free rem to, release, 
pour out, express, give expression to, air, voice, 
give voice to, ventilate 

ventilate ► verb Q the greenhouse must be prop- 
erly ventilated air, aerate, oxygenate, air- 
condition, freshen, cool ©the workers ventilated 
their discontent express, give expression to, air, 
bnng into the open, communicate, voice, give 
voice to, verbalize, discuss, debate, talk over 

venture ►noun a business venture enterprise, 
undertaking, project, scheme, operation, en- 
deavour. speculation, plunge, gamble, experi- 
ment 

► verb ©we ventured across the moor set out, go. 
travel, journey ©may I venture an opinion? put 
forward, advance, proffer, offer, air, suggest, 
submit, propose, moot, ventilate ©1 ventured 
to ask her to come and dine with me dare, make 
so bold as, presume, take the liberty of, informal 
stick one’s neck out. go out on a limb 

veracious ► adjective (formal) See truthful 
senses 1, 2 

verbal ►adjective oral, spoken, stated, said, 
verbalized, unwritten 

verbatim ► adverb word for word, letter for 
letter, line for line, to the letter, literally, 
exactly, precisely, closely, faithfully, formal liter 
atim 

verbiage ►noun verbosity, padding, wordi- 
ness, prolixity, long-windedness, Bnt informal 
waffle 

verbose ► adjective wordy, loquacious, garrul- 
ous, talkative, voluble, long-winded, lengthy, 
prolix, tautological, pleonastic, periphrastic, 
circumlocutory, circuitous, discursive, digres- 
sive, rambling, informal mouthy, gabby, Bnt infor- 
mal waffly 

-opposites succinct, laconic 
verbosity ► noun wordiness, loquacity, garru- 
lity, talkativeness, volubility, long-windedness, 
lengthiness, verbiage, prolixity, tautology, cir- 
cumlocution. discursiveness, Bnt informal waffle 
verdant ►adjective green, leafy, grassy; lush, 
rich; poetic/ literary verdured, verdurous 

verdict ►noun judgement, adjudication, deci- 
sion, finding, ruling, resolution, pronounce- 
ment, conclusion, opinion, Law determination, 
verge ►noun Qthe verge of the lake * edge, bor- 
der, margin, side, brink, run, lip, fringe, 
boundaiy, penmeter. poetic/ literary bourn, marge, 
skirt. © Spain was on the verge of an economic cri- 
sis brink, threshold, edge, point. 

► verb a degree of caution that verged on the obsessive* 



937 


verification | vessel 


approach, border on, be close/near to, be tan- 
tamount to, tend towards, approximate to, re- 
semble 

verification ►noun confirmation, substanti- 
ation, proof, corroboration, support, attest- 
ation, validation, authentication, endorsement 

verify ► verb substantiate, confirm, prove, cor- 
roborate, back up. bear out, justify, support, 
uphold, attest to. testify to, validate, authenti- 
cate, endorse, certify 
-opposites refute 

vernacular ► noun Q he wrote tn the vernacular 
to reach a wider audience everyday language, 
colloquial language, conversational language, 
common parlance, dialect, regional language, 
regionalisms, patois, informal lingo, local lingo 
Q (informal) the vernacular of today's youth lan 
guage, parlance, idiom, slang, jargon, informal 
lingo, -speak, -esc 

versatile ►adjective adaptable, flexible, all- 
lound, multifaceted, multitalented, resource- 
ful, adjustable multi-purpose, all-purpose, 
handy 

verse ► noun O Elizabethan verse poetry, versifi- 
cation, poems, lyrics, poetic /literary poesy See Itsh 
0 a verse he'd composed to mark mv anniversary 
poem, rhyme, ditty ©a poem with sixty verses 
stanza, canto, couplet, strophe 
-opposites prose 


Verse Forms 

See also POEM. 


alcaics (oralcalc verse) 

macaronic verse) 

alexandrine verse 

madrigal 

alliterative verse 

monody 

Anacreontics 

ode 

ballad 

ottava rima 

ballade 

pantoum/pantun 

blank verse 

Petrarchan sonnet 

Clerihew 

Pindaric 

dactylics (or dactylic 

quatorzain 

verse) 

rhyme royal 

doggerel 

ritomello 

dramatic monologue 

rondeau 

echo verse 

roundel 

elegy 

sapphlcs 

epic 

secondary epic 

epigram 

sequldilla 

epode 

sestina 

epopee 

sonnet 

fixed form 

Spenserian stanza 

free verse 

tail rhyme 

haiku 

tanka 

heroic verse 

terza rima 

Horatian ode 

triolet 

iambics (or lambic verse) 

triplet 

Leonlnes 

trochalcs (or trochaic 

limerick 

verse) 

lyric 

viflanette 

macaronics (or 

virelay 


version ►noun ©Hts version of events’ account, 
report, statement, description, record, story, 
rendering, interpretation, explanation, under- 
standing, reading, impression, side 0the Eng- 
lish version will be published next year, edition, 
translation, impression Qthey have replaced 
coal-burning fires with gas versions form. sort, 
kind, type, variety, variant. 


Metres and Metrical Feet 

alexandrine heroic couplet 

amphibrach hexameter 

amphimacer iamb/iambus 

anapaest/anapest iambic pentameter 

choree ionic 

choriamb/choriambus monometer 

c retie octameter 

dactyl paeon 

decasyllable pentameter 

dimeter pyrrhic 

dipody spondee 

distich tetrameter 

disyllable tribrach 

duple metre trimeter 

elegiac couplet trisyllable 

elegiac distich trochee 

heptameter 


vertebra ► noun See list 

Vertebrae 

VERTEBRA NUMBER 

cervical 7 

thoracic 1 2 

lumbar 5 

sacral 5 (fused, forming the sacrum) 

coccygeal 4 (fused, forming the coccyx) 

vertex ► noun apex, peak, tip, top 
vertical ► adjective upright, erect, perpendicu- 
lar, plumb, straight up and down, on end, 
standing, upstanding, bolt upright, upended 
-opposites horizontal 

vertigo ► noun dizziness, giddiness, light- 
headedness, loss of balance. Vetennary Medicine 
sturdy 

verve ► noun enthusiasm, vigour, energy, pep. 
dynamism, go, elan, vitality, vivacity, buoy- 
ancy, liveliness, animation, zest, sparkle, spirit, 
ebullience, life, brio, gusto, eagerness, keen- 
ness, passion, zeal, relish, feeling, ardour, fire, 
informal zing, zip, vim, pizzazz, oomph 

very ► adverb that's very kind of you extremely, 
exceedingly, exceptionally, extraordinarily, tre- 
mendously, immensely, hugely, intensely, 
acutely, abundantly, singularly, uncommonly, 
unusually, decidedly, particularly, supremely, 
highly, remarkably, really, truly, mightily, infor- 
mal terrifically, awfully, fearfully, terribly, devil- 
ishly, majorly, seriously, mega, ultra, damn, 
damned, Bnt informal ever so, well, hellish, dead, 
jolly, N Amer informal real, mighty, awful, 
darned, informal, dated devilish, frightfully, archaic 
exceeding 
-opposites slightly 

► adjective O those were His very words' exact, ac- 
tual, precise 0 the very thought of food made her 
feel til mere, simple, pure, sheer 

vessel ►noun Qa fishing vessel boat, ship, 
craft, watercraft; poetic/ literary barque See lists at 
sailing ship, ship, warship Qpour the mixture 
into a heatproof vessel container, receptacle; 
basin, bowl, pan, pot; um. cask, barrel, drum, 
butt, vat 
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VOSt ►verb executive power is vested in the Presi- 
dent' confer on. entrust to, invest in, bestow 
on, grant to. give to, endow, lodge, lay, place 
vestibule ► noun entrance hall, hall, hall' 
way, entrance, porch, portico, foyer, lobby, 
ante-room, antechamber, waiting room 
vestige ► noun o the last vestiges of colonialism 
remnant, fragment, relic, echo, indication, 
sign, trace, mark, legacy, reminder, remains 
Qshe showed no vestige of emotion bit, touch, 
hint, suggestion, suspicion, shadow, scrap, 
tinge, speck, shred, jot, iota, whit, scintilla, 
glimmer, informal smidgen, tad 
vestigial ► adjective O vestigial limbs rudimen 
tary, undeveloped, non-functional, Biology 
primitive © he felt a vestigial flicker of anger from 
last night remaining, surviving, residual, left- 
over. lingering 

vestments ►noun robes, clothes, garments, 
attire, costume, garb, uniform, trappings, fin- 
ery. regalia See list at clerical 
vet ► verb press releases are vetted by an executive 
council check, examine, scrutinize, investigate, 
inspect, look over, screen, assess, evaluate, ap- 
praise, informal check out 

► noun 1 took the cat to the vet veterinary sur 
geon, animal doctor, horse doctor. N Amer vet- 
erinarian. dated veterinary 

veteran ►noun a veteran of 16 political cam- 
paigns old hand, past master, doyen, informal 
old-timer, old stager, old warhorse 
-opposites novice 

► adjective a veteran diplomat long-serving, sea- 
soned. old. hardened, adept, expert, well 
trained, practised, experienced, informal battle- 
scarred 

veto ► noun parliament's right of veto rejection, 
dismissal, prohibition, proscnption. embargo, 
ban, interdict, informal thumbs down, red light 
-opposites approval 

► verb the president vetoed the bill reject, turn 
down, throw out. dismiss, prohibit, forbid, 
interdict, proscribe, disallow, embargo, ban, m- t 
formal kill, put the kibosh on, give the thumbs 
down to, give the red light to 

-opposites approve 

VOX ►verb annoy, lmtate, anger, infuriate, exas 
perate, irk, gall, pique, put out, antagonize, get 
on someone’s nerves, ruffle someone’s fea- 
thers, make someone’s hackles rise, Bnt rub up 
the wrong way, mfomial aggravate, peeve, miff, 
nle, nettle, needle, get (to), bug, hack off, get 
up someone’s nose, get someone’s goat, get 
someone’s back up, give someone the hump, 
get someone’s dander up, Bnt informal wind up, 
nark, get on someone’s wick. N Amer informal 
tee off, tick off, bum up, rankle, informal, dated 
give someone the pip 

vexation ►noun annoyance, irritation, exas- 
peration. indignation, anger, crossness, dis- 
pleasure, pique, disgruntlement, informal aggra- 
vation 

vexatious ►adjective annoying, irritating, in- 
furiating. exasperating, maddening, trying, 
tiresome, troublesome, bothersome, irksome, 
vexing, galling, informal aggravating, pesky 
vexed ►adjactiva O a vexed expression annoyed, 
irritated, cross, angry, infuriated, exasperated, 
irked, piqued, displeased, put out, disgruntled, 
informal aggravated, peeved, nettled, miffed, 


miffy, nied. hacked off, hot under the collar, 
Bnt informal narked, shirty, N Amer informal teed 
off, ticked off. sore, bent out of shape, archaic 
wroth © the vexed issue of immigration disputed, 
in dispute, contested, in contention, conten- 
tious, debated, at issue, controversial, moot, 
problematic, difficult, knotty, thorny 
Viable ►adjactiva feasible, workable, practic- 
able, practical, usable, possible, realistic, 
achievable, attainable, realizable, informal do- 
able 

-opposites impracticable 
vibrant ►adjactiva © a vibrant and passionate 
woman spirited, lively, full of life, energetic, 
vigorous, vital, full of vim and vigour, ani- 
mated, sparkling, effervescent, vivacious, dy- 
namic, stimulating, exciting, passionate, fiery, 
informal peppy, feisty Qshe was vibrant with ex- 
citement quivering, trembling, shaking, shiver- 
ing, shuddering, quavenng, quaking © vibrant 
colours vivid, bright, sinking, bnlliant, strong, 
nch Oh*s vibrant voice resonant, sonorous, 
icverberant, resounding, nnging, echoing, 
strong, nch, full 
-opposites lifeless, pale 

Vibrate ►verb Q the floor beneath them vibrated 
quiver, shake, tremble, shiver, shuddei, jud 
der, throb, pulsate, rock, oscillate, swing, sway, 
move to and fro ©a low rumbling sound began to 
vibrate through the car reverberate, resonate, 
resound, nng, echo 

vibration ►noun tremor, shaking, quivenng, 
quaking, judder, juddering, shuddenng, throb, 
throbbing, pulsation 

vicar ►noun minister, rector, pnest, parson, 
clergyman, clergywoman, clenc, churchman, 
church woman, ecclesiastic, pastor, father, 
man/woman of the cloth, man/woman of god. 
curate, chaplain, preacher Scottish kirkman, N 
Amer dominie, informal reverend, padre. Holy 
Joe. sky pilot. Austral informal josser, dated divine 
vicarious ► adjective indirect, second-hand, 
secondary, derivative, derived, surrogate, sub- 
stitute, empathetic, empathic 
vice ► noun Qyoungsters may be driven to vice im 
morality, wrongdoing, wickedness, badness, 
evil, iniquity, villainy, corruption, misconduct, 
sin, sinfulness, ungodliness, depravity, degener- 
acy, dissolution, dissipation, debauchery, deca- 
dence, lechery, crime, transgression, formal tur- 
pitude. archaic trespass © smoking is my only vice 
shortcoming, failing, flaw, fault, defect, weak- 
ness, deficiency, limitation, imperfection, 
blemish, foible, frailty 
-opposites virtue 

vice versa ►adverb conversely, inversely, 
contrariwise, reciprocally 
vicinity ►noun Qshe lives in the vicinity neigh- 
bourhood, surrounding area, locality, locale, 
(local) area, district, region, quarter, zone, en- 
virons, surroundings, precincts; N Amer vicin- 
age, informal neck of the woods © (archaic) the 
forest's vicinity to the dockyards. See proximity 
■ In the vicinity of around, about, nearly, 
circa, approaching, roughly, something like, 
more or less, m the region of, in the neigh- 
bourhood of. near to. close to; Bnt getting on 
for. 

vicious ► adjective O a vicious killer brutal, fer- 
ocious, savage, violent, dangerous, ruthless, re- 
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morseless, merciless, heartless, callous, cruel, 
harsh, cold-blooded, inhuman, fierce, barbar- 
ous, barbanc, brutish, bloodthirsty, fiendish, 
sadistic, monstrous, murderous, homicidal 0 a 
vicious hate campaign malicious, malevolent, 
malignant, malign, spiteful, vindictive, venom- 
ous, poisonous, rancorous, mean, cruel, bitter, 
acrimonious, hostile, nasty, defamatory, slan- 
derous, informal catty 
-opposites gentle, kindly 

VldSSltudo ► noun change, alteration, transi 
tion, shift, reversal, downturn, inconstancy, in 
stability, uncertainty, unpredictability, chanci- 
ness, fickleness, variability, changeability, fluc- 
tuation, vacillation, ups and downs 

victim ►noun O a virtim of crime sufferer, in- 
jured party, casualty, fatality, loss, loser Qthe 
victim of a confidence tnck dupe, stooge, gull, 
fool, target, piey. quarry, object, subject, focus, 
lecipient, informal sucker, fall guy, chump, mug- 
gins, charlie, N Amer informal patsy, pigeon, sap 
0a sacrificial victim sacrifice, (burnt) offering, 
scapegoat 

■ fall victim to fall ill with, be stricken with, 
catch, develop, contract, pick up. succumb to. 
informal go down with 

victimize ►verb persecute, pick on, push 
around, bully, abuse, disci lnunate against, ill- 
treat, mistreat, maltreat, terrorize, exploit, 
prey on, take advantage of. dupe, cheat, 
double-cross, informal get at, have it m for, give 
someone a hard time, hassle, lean on 

victor ►verb winner, champion, conqueroi, 
vanquisher, hero, prizewinner, medallist, infor- 
mal champ, top dog 
-opposites losei 

victorious ► adjective triumphant, conquering 
vanquishing, winning, champion, successful, 
top, first 

victory ► noun success, triumph, conquest, 
win. favourable result, landslide, coup, van- 
quishment. masteiy. superiority, supremacy, in- 
formal walkover, thrashing, trouncing 
-opposites defeat 

victuals ► plural noun ( dated) See food sense 1 

vie ►verb compete, contend, contest, struggle, 
fight, battle, cross swords, lock horns, jockey, 
war, feud 

view ►noun O the view from her flat outlook, 
prospect, panorama, vista, scene, aspect, per 
spective. spectacle, sight, scenery, landscape 
Qwe agree with this view opinion, point of view, 
viewpoint, belief, judgement, thinking, notion, 
idea, conviction, persuasion, attitude, feeling, 
sentiment, concept, hypothesis, theory, stance, 
standpoint, approach Qthe church came into 
view sight, perspective, vision, visibility 

► verb Qthey viewed the landscape look at, eye, 
observe, gaze at. stare at, ogle, contemplate, re- 
gard. scan, survey, inspect, scrutinize; informal 
check out, get a load of, gawp at; Brit informal 
clock; N Amer informal eyeball, poetic /hterary espy, 
behold 0 the law was viewed as a last resort con 
sider, regard, look on, see. perceive, judge, 
deem, reckon 

■ In view of considering, bearing m mind, 
taking into account, on account of, in the light 
of. owing to, because of, as a result of. 

■ on view on display, on exhibition, on show 


viewer ►noun watcher, spectator, onlooker, 
observer, (viewers) audience, crowd, poetic/ 
literary beholder 

viewpoint ► noun. See view noun sense 2 

vigilant ► adjective watchful, observant, atten- 
tive. alert, eagle-eyed, hawk-eyed, on the look- 
out, on one’s toes, on the qui vive, wide 
awake, on one’s guard, cautious, wary, circum- 
spect, heedful, mindful, mfonnal beady-eyed 
-opposites inattentive 

vigorous ►adjective Qthe child was vigorous 
robust, healthy, hale and hearty, strong, 
sturdy, fit, hardy, tough, athletic, bouncing, 
thriving, flourishing, blooming, energetic, live- 
ly, active, perky, spirited, vibrant, vital, zestful. 
informal peppy, bouncy, in the pink 0a vigorous 
defence of policy strenuous, powerful, forceful, 
spirited, mettlesome, determined, aggressive, 
eager, zealous, ardent, fervent, vehement, pas- 
sionate, tough, blunt, hard-hitting, informal 
punchy 

-opposites weak, feeble 

Vigorously ► adverb strenuously, strongly, 
powerfully, forcefully, energetically, heartily, 
with might and main, foi dear life, for all one 
is worth, all out, fiercely, hard, informal like 
mad, like crazy, Bnt informal like billy-o 

vigour ► noun robustness, health, hardiness, 
strength, sturdiness, toughness, bloom. ladi- 
ance, energy, life, vitality, verve, spirit, zeal, 
passion, determination, dynamism, zest, pep, 
drive, informal oomph, get-up-and-go, Bnt informal 
welly 

-opposites lethaigy 

vilo ► adjective foul, nasty, unpleasant, bad. dis- 
agreeable, horrid, horrible, dreadful, abomin- 
able, atrocious, offensive, obnoxious, odious, 
unsavoury, repulsive, disgusting, distasteful, 
loathsome, hateful, nauseating, sickening, dis- 
graceful. appalling, shocking, sorry, shabby, 
shameful, dishonourable, execrable, heinous, 
abhorrent, deplorable, monstrous, wicked, evil, 
iniquitous, depraved, debased, contemptible, 
despicable, reprehensible, informal gross, God- 
awfiil, low-down, lousy, Bnt informal beastly, ar- 
chaic scurvy 
-opposites pleasant 

vilify ► verb disparage, denigrate, defame, run 
down, revile, abuse, speak ill of, criticize, con- 
demn, malign, slander, libel, N Amer slur, infor- 
mal pull apart, lay into, slam, bad-mouth. Bnt in- 
formal rubbish, slate, Austral /NZ informal bag. mon- 
ster, formal derogate, calumniate 
-opposites commend 

villain ► noun criminal, lawbreaker, offender, 
felon, convict, malefactor, miscreant, wrong- 
doer, gangster, gunman, thief, robber, rogue, 
scoundrel, reprobate, ruffian, hoodlum. Law 
malfeasant, informal crook, con, cnm, baddy, 
dated cad, knave, archaic blackguard 

villainous ►adjective wicked, evil, iniquitous, 
sinful, nefarious, vile, foul, monstrous, outra- 
geous, atrocious, abominable, reprehensible, 
hateful, odious, contemptible, horrible, hein- 
ous, egregious, diabolical, fiendish, vinous, 
murderous, criminal, illint, unlawful, illegal, 
lawless, immoral, corrupt, degenerate, sordid, 
depraved, dishonourable, dishonest, unscrupu- 
lous, unprincipled, informal crooked, bent, low- 
down, dirty, shady; dated dastardly. 
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-OPPOSITES virtuous 

villainy ► noun wickedness, badness, evil, ini- 
quity, wrongdoing, dishonesty, unscrupulous- 
ness, roguery, delinquency; cnme, vice, crimin- 
ality. lawlessness, lawbreaking, corruption, Law 
malfeasance, informal crookedness, formal turpi- 
tude, archaic knavery 

Vindicate ►verb Qhe was vindicated by the jury 
acquit, clear, absolve, exonerate, discharge, lib- 
erate, free, redeem, informal let off (the hook), 
formal exculpate Ql had jiilly vindicated my re- 
quest justify, warrant, substantiate, ratify, au- 
thenticate, verify, confirm, corroborate, prove, 
defend, support, back, evidence, endorse 

vindictive ► adjoctivt vengeful, revengeful, 
unforgiving, resentful, acrimonious, bitter, 
spitefiil, mean, rancorous, venomous, mali- 
cious, malevolent, nasty, cruel, unkind, informal 
catty 

-opposites forgiving 

vintage ►noun Q1986 was a classic vintage 
year ©he lost a vintage through frost (grape) 
harvest, crop, yield 0 furniture of Louis XV vin- 
tage period, era, epoch, time, origin, genre, 
style, kind, sort, type 

► adjective Q vintage French wine high-quality, 
quality, choice, select, supenor, best Q vintage 
motor vehicles classic, ageless, timeless, old, an- 
tique, heritage, histone ©his reaction was vin- 
tage Francis characteristic, typical, pure 

violate ► verb © this violates fundamental human 
rights contravene, breach, infringe, break, 
transgress, overstep, disobey, defy, flout, disre- 
gard, ignore ©the tomb was violated dese 
crate, profane, defile, degrade, debase, dam- 
age, vandalize, deface, destroy ©he drugged 
and then violated her rape, assault, force oneself 
on, abuse, molest, interfere with, dated de- 
flower. defile, dishonour, ruin, poetic /literary rav- 
ish 

-opposites respect 

violation ►noun Qa violation of human rights 
contravention, breach, infringement, infrac- 
tion. transgression, defiance, neglect ©a viola- 
tion of their private lives invasion, breach, infrac- 
tion, trespass, intrusion, encroachment ©she 
was threatened with violation rape, (sexual) as- 
sault. (sexual) abuse, molestation, interference; 
dated defloration, defilement, dishonour, archaic 
ravishment 

vlolonce ►noun O police violence brutality, 
brute force, ferocity, savagery, cruelty, sadism, 
barbarity, brutishness © the violence of the blow 
forcefulness, force, power, strength, might, 
savagery, ferocity, brutality © the violence of his 
passion intensity, severity, strength, force, 
vehemence, power, potency, fervency, ardency, 
ferocity, fury 

violent ► adjective ©a violent alcoholic: brutal, 
vicious, savage, rough, aggressive, threatening, 
fierce, wild, ferocious, barbarous, barbanc, 
thuggish, cut-throat, homicidal, murderous, 
cruel, ©a violent blow • powerful, forceful, 
hard, sharp, smart, strong, vigorous, mighty, 
hefty, savage, ferocious, brutal, vicious ©vio- 
lent jealousy: intense, extreme, strong, powerful, 
vehement, intemperate, unbridled, uncontrol- 
lable, ungovernable, inordinate, consuming, 
passionate 

-oppositbs gentle, weak. mild. 


VIP ► noun celebrity, famous person, very im- 
portant person, personality, big name. star, 
superstar, dignitary, lummaiy. worthy, gran- 
dee, lion, notable, notability, personage, informal 
heavyweight, celeb, bigwig, big shot, big 
cheese, nob, honcho, top dog, megastar, N 
Amer informal big wheel, (big) kahuna, high 
mutkamuck 

virago ► noun harridan, shrew, dragon, terma- 
gant, vixen, fishwife, witch, hellcat, she-devil, 
tartar, martinet, spitfire, ogress, informal battle- 
axe, archaic scold. 

virgin ► noun she remained a virgin chaste 
woman, celibate, formal virgo Intacta, poetic/ 
literary maiden, maid, vestal 
► adjective Q virgin forest untouched, unspoilt, 
untainted, immaculate, pnstine, flawless, spot- 
less. unsullied, unpolluted, undefiled, perfect, 
unchanged, intact, unexplored, uncharted, un- 
mapped ©virgin girls chaste, virginal, celi- 
bate, abstinent, unmamed, unwed, maiden, 
maidenly, pure, uncorrupted, incorrupt, un- 
defiled, unsullied, innocent, poetic/ literary vestal 
virginal ► adjective. See virgin adjective sense 2 
virginity ►noun chastity, maidenhood, hon- 
our, punty, innocence, celibacy, abstinence, in- 
formal cherry, archaic virtue 
virile ► adjective manly, masculine, male, 
strong, tough, vigorous, robust, muscular, 
muscly, brawny, rugged, sturdy, husky, red- 
blooded. fertile, informal macho, laddish, butch, 
beefy, hunky 
-opposites effeminate 

Virtual ►adjective effective, in effect, near 
(enough), essential, practical, to all intents and 
purposes, indirect, implied, implicit, un- 
acknowledged, tacit 

virtually ►adverb effectively, in effect, all 
but, more or less, practically, almost, nearly, 
close to, well-nigh, nigh on. verging on, just 
about, as good as. essentially, to all intents and 
purposes, as near as dammit, roughly, approxi- 
mately. informal pretty much, pretty well 
virtue ► noun © the simple virtue of peasant life 
goodness, virtuousness, righteousness, moral- 
ity, integrity, dignity, rectitude, honour, de- 
cency, respectability, nobility, worthiness, pur- 
ity, principles, ethics See list © promptness was 
not one of his virtues good point, good quality, 
strong point, asset, forte, attribute, strength, 
talent © ( archaic ) she lost her virtue in the city See 
virginity ©/ can see no virtue in this merit, ad- 
vantage, benefit, usefulness, strength, efficacy 
-opposites vice, felling, disadvantage 
■ by virtu* of because of, on account of. by 
dint of, by means of, by way of. via, through, 
as a result of, as a consequence of, on the 
strength of, owing to, thanks to, due to, by rea- 
son of 

Virtues 

CAKDINAL VtHfUSS 

fortitude 
justice 
prudence 
temperance 

virtuosity ►noun skill, skilfulness, mastery, 
expertise, prowess, proficiency, ability, apti- 


THSOLOGKAL VIRTUES 

charity 

faith 
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tude; excellence, brilliance, talent, genius, art- 
istry. flair, panache, finesse, wizardry, informal 
know-how 

virtuoso ► noun the pianist is clearly a virtuoso 
genius, expert, (past) master, maestro, artist, 
prodigy, marvel, adept, professional, doyen, 
veteran, star, champion; informal hotshot, wiz- 
ard. pro. ace. Bnt informal dab hand 
-opposites duffer 

► adjective a virtuoso violinist skilful, expert, ac- 
complished, masterly, master, consummate, 
proficient, talented, gifted, adept, able, good, 
competent, capable, impressive, outstanding, 
exceptional, magnificent, supreme, first-rate, 
brilliant, excellent, informal superb, mean, ace 
-opposites incompetent 
virtuous ►adjective righteous, good, moral, 
ethical, upright, upstanding, high-minded, 
principled, exemplary, law-abiding, irreproach- 
able. blameless, guiltless, unimpeachable, hon- 
est, honourable, reputable, decent, respectable, 
noble, worthy, meritorious, pure, whiter than 
white, saintly, angelic, informal squeaky clean 
VlrulOIlt ►adjective Q virulent herbicides poison 
ous, toxic, venomous, noxious, deadly, lethal, 
fatal, mortal, dangerous, harmful, injurious, 
pernicious, damaging, destructive, poetic /literary 
deathly, nocuous ©a virulent epidemic infec 
tious, infective, contagious, communicable, 
transmittable, transmissible, spreading, pesti- 
lential. informal catching 0 a virulent attack on 
morals vitriolic, malicious, malevolent, hostile, 
spiteful, venomous, vicious, vindictive, bitter, 
rancorous, acrimonious, scathing, caustic, 
withering, nasty, savage, harsh 
-opposites harmless, amicable 
Virus ► noun. See list 

Viruses 

actlnophage 
adenovirus 
alphavlrus 
arbovirus 
arenavirus 
bacteriophage 
baculovirus 
Boma disease virus 
coronavirus 
Coxsaekte virus 
cytomegalovirus 
Ebola virus 
echovirus 
enterovirus 

EpsteJn-Barr virus (EBV) 
fflovirus 
hantavirus 
herpes simplex virus 
herpesvirus 
herpes zoster virus 
human 

Immunodeficiency 
virus <W) 

human paptitem* view* 

Virus 

Ussa virus 
tattMrus 
ieukovkus 
maedi virus 
Marburg yirus 



mengovlrus 

morbHIlvirus 

myxovlrus 

oncornavirus 

orbtvlrus 

papillomavirus 

papovavlrus 

parainfluenza virus 

paramyxovirus 

parvovirus 

ptooroavirus 

poliovirus 

polyomavirus 

polyoma virus 

poxvirus 

reovirus 

retrovirus 

rhabdovlrus 

rhlnovirus 

Rosa River virus 

rotavirus 

Sendai vims / 

Shape virus 
slow virus 

tobacco mosaic virus 
(t*V) 
togsvHus 

tumour vim 
uHreshus 
vadceRa Virus 


viSCOUS ►adjaettva sticky, gummy, gluey, ad- 
hesive, tacky, adherent, treacly, syrupy, glutin- 
ous, gelatinous, thick, viscid, mucous, mucoid, 
mucilaginous, informal gooey, gloopy, N Amer m- 
formal gloppy 

Visible ► adjacflva perceptible, perceivable, see- 
able, observable, noticeable, detectable, dis- 
cernible, in sight, m/on view, on display, evi- 
dent, apparent, manifest, transparent, plain, 
dear, conspicuous, obvious, patent, unmistak- 
able, unconcealed, undisguised, prominent, sa- 
lient, striking, glaring 

Vision ► noun Q her vision was blurred by tears 
eyesight, sight, observation, (visual) percep- 
tion, eyes, view, perspective 0 visions of the an- 
cestral pilgrims apparition, spectre, phantom, 
ghost, wraith, manifestation, hallucination, il- 
lusion, mirage, informal spook, poetic /literary phan- 
tasm, shade ©visions of a better future dream, 
daydream, revene. plan, hope, fantasy, pipe 
dream, delusion ©his speech lacked vision im 
agination, creativity, inventiveness, innovation, 
inspiration, intuition, perception, insight, fore- 
sight, prescience ©Melissa was a vision in lilac 
beautiful sight, feast for the eyes, pleasure to 
behold, delight, dream, beauty, picture, joy, 
marvel, sensation, informal sight for sore eyes, 
stunner, knockout, looker, peach, Bnt informal 
smasher 

visionary ► adjoctfve ©a visionary leader in 
spired, imaginative, creative, inventive, ingeni- 
ous. enterprising, innovative, insightful, per- 
ceptive. intuitive, prescient, discerning, 
shrewd, wise, clever, resourceful; idealistic, ro- 
mantic. quixotic, dreamy, informal starry-eyed 
© ( archaic ) a visionary image See imaginary 

► noun © a visionary pictured him in hell seer, mys- 
tic. oracle, prophet(ess), soothsayer, augur, div- 
iner. clairvoyant, crystal-gazer, Scottish spaewife, 
poetic /literary sibyl ©a visionary can’t run a busi- 
ness effectively dreamer, daydreamer, idealist, 
romantic, fantasist, utopian 

visit ► verb ©J visited my dear uncle call on. pay 
a visit to, go to see, look in on, stay with, holi- 
day with, stop by, drop by. N Amer visit with, 
go see, informal pop in on, drop in on, look up 
©Alex was visiting America stay in, stop over in, 
spend time in, holiday in. vacation in, tour, ex- 
plore, see, informal do ©they were visited with 
many epidemics afflict, attack, trouble, tor- 
ment, archaic smite. 

► noun ©she paid a visit to her mum (social) call 
© a visit to the museum trip to, tour of, look 
round, stopover, stay, holiday, break, vacation. 
formal sojourn 

visitation ►noun ©the bishop’s pastoral visit- 
ations (official) visit, tour of inspection, sur- 
vey, examination, ©a visitation from God: ap- 
parition. vision, appearance, manifestation, 
materialization. © Jehovah punished them by visit- 
ations affliction, scourge, bane, curse, plague, 
blight, disaster, tragedy, catastrophe, punish- 
ment, retribution, vengeance 

visitor ► noun ©7 am expecting a visitor guest, 
caller; company, archaic visitant © the monument 
attracts foreign visitors ■ tourist, traveller, holi- 
daymaker, day tnpper, tripper, vacationer, vac- 
ationist, sightseer, pilgrim, foreigner, outsider, 
stranger, alien, Brrt informal emmet, grockle 
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vista ► noun view, prospect, panorama, aspect, 
perspective, spectacle, sight, scenery, land- 
scape 

visual ► adjective defects optical, optic, 

ocular, eye, vision, sight 0a visual indication 
that the alarm works visible, perceptible, per- 
ceivable, discernible 

Visualize ►verb envisage, envision, conjure 
up. picture, call to mind, see, imagine, evoke, 
dream up, fantasize about, conceptualize, con- 
template 

vital ►adjective Q xt is vital that action is taken 
essential, of the essence, critical, crucial, in- 
dispensable, all-important, imperative, manda- 
tory, urgent, pressing, burning, compelling, 
high-pnonty, informal earth-shattenng. world- 
shaking Qthe vital organs major, main, chief, 
essential, necessary ©he is young and vital live 
ly, energetic, active, sprightly, spry, spinted, 
vivacious, exuberant, bouncy, enthusiastic, vi- 
brant, zestful, sparkling, dynamic, vigorous, 
lusty, hale and hearty, informal peppy, spunky, 
full of beans, bnght-eyed and bushy-tailed 
-opposites unimportant, minor, listless 
vitality ► noun liveliness, life, energy, spirit, 
vivacity, exuberance, buoyancy, bounce, verve, 
vim, pep, bno, zest, sparkle, dynamism, pas- 
sion. fire, vigour, dnve, informal get-up-and-go 
vitamin ► noun See list 


Vitamins 


A 

retinol 

B1 

thiamine 

B2 

riboflavin 

B3 

niacin 

B6 

pyiidoxlne 

B12 

cyanocobalamin 

B complex 

folic add, pantothenic acid, biotin, 
inosltoi, choline, pteroyiglutamlc 

C 

ascorbic acid 

D2 

calciferol 

D3 

choiecalciferoi 

E 

tocopherol 

H 

biotin 

Kt 

phyliaquinone 

K2 

menaquinone/menadione 

M 

folic add 

P 

dtrin, bioflavonoid 


Vitriolic ► »d|«ctlv# acrimonious, rancorous, 
bitter, caustic, mordant, acerbic, trenchant, 
virulent, spiteful, savage, venomous, poison- 
ous, malicious, splenetic, nasty, mean, cruel, 
unkind, harsh, vindictive, scathing, barbed, 
wounding, sharp, cutting, withering, sarcastic, 
informal pitchy, catty 

vituperate ► verb (archaic). See revile 
vituperation ► noun invective, revilement, 
condemnation, opprobrium, scolding, criticism, 
disapprobation, fault-finding; blame, abuse, in- 
sults. vilification, denunciation, obloquy, deni- 
gration, disparagement, slander, libel, defam- 
ation, slurs, aspersions; vitnol, venom; informal 
flak, Bnt informal stick, formal castigation 
-opposites praise 

vivacious ►adjective lively, spinted, bubbly, 
ebullient, buoyant, sparkling, light-hearted, 
jaunty, merry, happy, jolly, full of ftm, cheery, 
cheerful, perky, sunny, breezy, enthusiastic, ir- 


repressible, vibrant, vital, zestful, energetic, dy- 
namic, informal peppy, bouncy, upbeat, chirpy, 
dated gay 

-OPPOSITES dull 

vivid ►adjective Qa vivid blue sea bright, col- 
ourful, bnlliant, radiant, vibrant, strong, bold, 
deep, intense, nch, warm ©a vivid account of 
urban poverty graphic, evocative, realistic, life- 
like, faithful, authentic, clear, detailed, lucid, 
stnking, arresting, impressive, colourful, nch, 
dramatic, lively, stimulating, interesting, fas- 
cinating, scintillating, memorable, powerful, 
stirring, moving, haunting 
-opposite s dull, vague 

viz. ►adverb namely, that is to say, in other 
words, to wit, specifically, such as, as, like, for 
instance, for example; formal videlicet 
vocabulary ►noun ©she has an extensive vo- 
cabulary lexicon, lexis ©we listed the terms in a 
vocabulary wordbook, dictionary, wordfinder, 
glossary, lexicon, thesaurus 
VOCal ►adjective Q vocal sounds vocalized. 
voiced, uttered, articulated, oial, spoken, said 
©a vocal cntic of the government vociferous. 
outspoken, forthnght, plain-spoken, blunt, 
frank, candid, open, vehement, vigorous, em- 
phatic, insistent, forceful, zealous, clamorous 

vocation ► noun calling, life’s work, mission, 
purpose, function, profession, occupation, car- 
eer, job, employment, trade, craft, business, 
line (of work), metier 

vociferous ► adjective See vocal sense 2 
vogue ► noun the shrt is enjoving a new vogue 
fashion, trend, fad, fancy, craze, rage, enthusi- 
asm, passion, obsession, mama, fashionable 
ness, popularity, currency, favour, informal 
trendiness 

■ In vogue fashionable, voguish, stylish, mod- 
ish, up to date, up to the minute, modem, cur- 
rent, prevalent, popular, in favour, in demand, 
sought-after, all the rage, chic, smart, le der- 
nier cri, informal trendy, hip. cool, big, happen- 
ing. now, in, with it, N Amer informal tony, 
kicky 

voice ► noun ©she lost her voice power of 
speech See list ©he gave voice to his anger ex 
pression, utterance, verbalization, vocalization 
© the voice of the people opinion, view, feeling, 
wish, desire, vote, input ©a powerful voice for 
conservation, mouthpiece, representative, spokes- 
person, intermediary, forum, vehicle, instru- 
ment, channel, organ, agent 
► verb they voiced their opposition express, vocal- 
ize, communicate, declare, state, assert, reveal, 
proclaim, announce, table, air, ventilate, vent, 
utter, say, speak, articulate, informal come out 
with 


Types of Singing Voice 

See oho singer. 


alto 

baritone 

bass 

basso 

profundo 


boy soprano 

castrate 

contralto 

countertenor 

falsetto 


mezzo 

mezzo-soprano 

soprano 

tenor 

treble 


void ► noun the void of space: vacuum, emptiness, 
nothingness, blankness, vacuity; (empty) space. 
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gap, cavity, chasm, abyss, gulf, pit 

► verb ©the contract was voided invalidate, annul, 
nullify, negate, quash, cancel, countermand . re- 
peal, revoke, rescind, retract, withdraw, re- 
verse, undo, abolish. Law vacate, formal abrogate 
Qthey voided their bladders evacuate, empty, 
dram, clear, purge ©bacteria are voided in the 
unne eject, expel, emit, discharge, pass, ex- 
crete, exude, eliminate 

-opposites validate, fill 

► adjective ©vast void spaces empty, vacant, blank, 
bare, clear, free, unfilled, unoccupied, uninhab- 
ited ©a country void of man or beast devoid of, 
empty of. vacant of, bereft of. tree from, lack- 
ing, wanting, without ©the election wa « void in 
valid, null, ineffective, noil-viable, useless, 
woithless, nugatory 

-opposites Kill, occupied, valid 

volatile ► adjective Qu volatile personality un 
predictable, changeable, variable, inconstant, 
inconsistent, erratic, irregular, unstable, turbu- 
lent, blowing hot and cold, varying, shifting, 
fluctuating, fluid, mutable, mercurial, capri- 
cious, whimsical, fickle, flighty, impulsive, 
temperamental, highly strung, excitable, emo- 
tional, fiery, moody, tempestuous Qthe atmos- 
phere is too volatile for an election tense, strained, 
fraught, uneasy, uncomfortable, charged, ex- 
plosive, inflammatory, tuibulent, informal nail- 
biting, Brit informal dodgy ©u volatile organic 
compound evaporative, vaporous, explosive, in- 
flammable, unstable, labile 
-opposirFS stable, calm 

volcano ► noun See list 

volition 

■ of one's own volition of one s own free 
will, of one’s own accord, by choice, by prefer- 
ence, voluntarily, willingly, readily, freely, in- 
tentionally, consciously, deliberately, on pui- 
pose, purposely, gladly, with pleasure 

volley ► noun barrage, cannonade, battery, 
bombardment, salvo, fusillade, storm, hail, 
shower, deluge, torrent, histoncal broadside 

voluble ► adjective talkative, loquacious, gar- 
rulous, veibose. wordy, chatty, gossipy, effu- 
sive, gushing, forthcoming, conversational, 
communicative, expansive, articulate, fluent, in- 
formal mouthy, gabby, gassy, windy 
-opposiifcs taciturn 

Volume ► noun Qa volume from the library 
book, publication, tome, hardback, paperback, 
title, manual, almanac, compendium Qa glass 
syringe of known volume capacity, cubic meas- 
ure, size, magnitude, mass, bulk, extent, di- 
mensions, proportions, measuiements ©a 
huge volume of water quantity, amount, propor- 
tion, measure, mass, bulk ©she turned the vol- 
ume down loudness, sound, amplification 

voluminous ► adjective capacious, roomy, 
spacious, ample, full, big, large, generous, bil- 
lowing, baggy, loose-fitting, formal commodious 

voluntarily ► adverb of one s own free will, 
of one’s own accord, of one’s own volition, by 
choice, by preference, willingly, readily, freely, 
intentionally, deliberately, on purpose, pur- 
posely, spontaneously, gladly, with pleasure 

voluntary * adjective Q attendance is voluntary 
optional, discretionary, elective, non-compul- 
sory, volitional. Law permissive. Q voluntary 
work unpaid, unsalaried, for free, without 


Volcanoes 


VOLCANO 

Aconcagua 

Ararat 

Bezymyanny 

Cerro Negro 

Colima 

Coseguina 

Cotopaxi 

El Chlchdn 

Erebus 

Etna 

Fuji 

Galunggung 

Hekla 

Helgafell 

Hudson 

Jurutlo 

Katmai 

Kilauea 

Kilimanjaro 

Klyuchevskoy 

Krakatoa/Krakatau 

Laki 

Lamington 
Lassen Peak 
Llullaillaco 
Mauna Loa 
Mayon 
Merapi 

Nevado del Ruiz 

Nyamuragira 

Pacaya 

Parlcutin 

Pelte 

Pinatubo 

Popocatepetl 

Rainier 

Ruapehu 

St Helens 

Santorini/Thera 

Soufrifcre 

Soufrtere Hills 

Stromboli 

Surtsey 

Taal 

Tambora 
Tarawera 
Unzen, Mt 
Vesuvius 
Vulcano 


LOCATION 

Argentina/Chile 

Turkey 

Kamchatka, Russia 

Nicaragua 

Mexico 

Nicaragua 

Ecuador 

Mexico 

Antarctica 

Sicily, Italy 

japan 

java, Indonesia 

Iceland 

Iceland 

Chile 

Mexico 

Alaska 

Hawaii 

Tanzania 

Kamchatka, Russia 

Indonesia 

Iceland 

Papua New Guinea 
USA 

Argentina/Chile 

Hawaii 

Luzon, Philippines 
java, Indonesia 
Colombia 
Zaire 

Guatemala 
Mexico 
Martinique 
Luzon, Philippines 
Mexico 

Washington State. USA 

New Zealand 

Washington State. USA 

Greece 

St Vincent 

Montserrat 

Italy 

Iceland 

Philippines 

Sumbawa, Indonesia 

New Zealand 

Japan 

Italy 

Italy 


charge, for nothing, honorary, volunteer. Law 
pro bono (publico) 

-opposites compulsory, paid 

volunteer ►verb Of volunteered my services 
offer, tender, proffer, put forward, put up. 
venture Q he volunteered as a driver offer one's 
services, present oneself, make oneself avail- 
able 

► noun each volunteer was tested three times sub 
ject, participant, case, client, patient, informal 
guinea pig 

VOluptUOUS ►adjective ©a voluptuous model 
curvaceous, shapely, ample, buxom, full- 
figured, Junoesque, Rubenesque, seductive, al- 
luring, sultry, sensuous, sexy, informal curvy, 
busty, slinky Qshe was voluptuous by nature: he- 
donistic, sybaritic, epicurean, pleasure-loving. 
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self-indulgent, decadent, intemperate, lmmod- 
erate, dissolute, sensual, licentious 
-opposites scrawny, ascetic 

vomit ► verb Qhe needed to vomit be sick, spew, 
fetch up, heave, retch, reach, gag, N Amer get 
sick, informal throw up, puke, chunder, chuck 
up. hurl, Brit informal honk, Scottish informal boke, 
N Amer informal barf, upchuck QI vomited my 
breakfast regurgitate, bring up, spew up. 
cough up, informal chuck up, throw up. puke, 
Bnt informal sick up. N Amer informal spit up © the 
printer is vomiting paper eject, issue, emit, 
expel, discharge, disgorge, throw out, spew 
out, belch 

► noun a coat stained with vomit sick, informal chun- 
der, puke, spew, N Amer informal barf. Medicine 
vomitus 

VOradOUS * adjective insatiable, unquench- 
able, unappeasable, prodigious, uncontrollable, 
compulsive, gluttonous, greedy, rapacious, en- 
thusiastic, eager, keen, avid, desirous, hungry, 
ravenous, informal piggish 

vortex ► noun whirlwind, whirlpool, gyre, 
maelstrom, eddy, swirl 

vote ► noun Qa rigged vote ballot, poll, elec- 
tion, referendum, plebiscite, show of hands 
©in 1918 women got the vote suffrage, voting 
rights, franchise, enfranchisement, voice, say 

► vtrb ©only half of them voted go to the polls, 
cast one’s vote QI vote we have one more game 
suggest, propose, recommend, advocate, 
move, table, submit 

■ vote someone In elect, return, select, 
choose, pick, adopt, appoint, designate, opt for, 
plump for, decide on 

vouch 

■ vouch for attest to. confirm, affirm, verify, 
swear to, testify to, bear out, back up, support, 
stick up for, corroborate, substantiate, prove, 
uphold, give credence to. endorse, certify, war- 
rant. validate 

VOUCher ► noun coupon, token, ticket, licence, 
permit, carnet, pass, chit, slip, stub, docket. Bnt 
informal chitty, N Amer informal ducat, comp 

vouchsafe ►verb ©the grace which God had 
vouchsafed him grant, give, accord, confer on, 
bestow on, favour with ©you never vouchsafed 
that information before disclose, reveal, divulge, 
impart, give away, make known, broadcast, air, 


informal blab, spill, Bnt informal cough ©i :f he 
would only vouchsafe to talk with them deign, con- 
descend. stoop, lower oneself, humble oneself, 
demean oneself 
-opposites withhold, conceal 

VOW ► noun a vow of silence oath, pledge, prom- 
ise, bond, covenant, commitment, avowal, pro- 
fession, affirmation, attestation, assurance, 
guarantee, word (of honour), formal troth 
-RELATED TERMS VOtlVe 

► verb I vowed to do better swear, pledge, prom- 
ise, avow, undertake, engage, make a commit- 
ment, give one’s word, guarantee, archaic plight 

voyage ► noun the voyage lasted 120 days jour 
ney, tnp, expedition, excursion, tour, hike, 
trek, pilgrimage, quest, crusade, odyssey, 
cruise, passage, flight, drive 

► verb he voyaged through Peru travel, journey, 
tour, globetrot, sail, steam, cruise, fly. drive, m- 
formal gallivant, archaic peregrinate 

vulgar ►adjective ©a vulgar joke rude, in- 
decent, indelicate, offensive, distasteful, coarse, 
crude, ribald, risque, naughty, suggestive, racy, 
earthy, off colour, bawdy, obscene, lewd, sal- 
acious, smutty, dirty, filthy, pornographic, X- 
rated, informal sleazy, raunchy, blue, locker- 
room, Bnt informal saucy, close to the bone, N 
Amer informal gamy, euphemistic adult ©the decor 
was lavish but vulgar tasteless, crass, tawdry, 
ostentatious, flamboyant, overdone, showy, 
gaudy, gansh. brassy, kitsch, tinselly, loud, infor- 
mal flash, flashy, tacky, over the top ©it was 
vulgar for a woman to whistle impolite, ill- 
mannered, unmannerly, indecorous, unseemly, 
ill-bred, boorish, uncouth, crude, rough, un- 
sophisticated. unrefined, common 
-opposites tasteful, decorous 

vulnerable ►adjective ©a vulnerable aty in 
danger, in peril, in jeopardy, at risk, endan- 
gered, unsafe, unprotected, unguarded, open to 
attack, assailable, exposed, wide open, un- 
defended, unfortified, unarmed, defenceless, 
helpless, pregnable Qhe is vulnerable to criti- 
cism exposed to, open to. liable to. prone to. 
prey to, susceptible to, subject to. an easy tar- 
get for, archaic susceptive of 
-opposites resilient 





wacky ► adjective ( informal ) See eccentric adjec- 
tive 

wad ► noun Qu wad of cotton wool lump, clump, 
mass, plug. pad. hunk, wedge, ball, cake, nug- 
get, bit, piece, Bnt informal wodge ©a wad oj 
dollar bills bundle, roll, pile, stack, sheaf, N 
Amer bankroll Oa wad of tobauo quid, twist, 
plug, chew 

► verb the teddy bear was wadded with cotton stuff, 
pad. fill, pack, wrap, cover, cushion 

wadding ►noun stuffing, filling, filler, pack- 
ing. padding, cushioning, quilting 
waddle ► verb toddle, dodder, totter, wobble, 
shuffle, duckwalk 

wade ►verb ©they waded in the icy water pad 
dle. wallow, dabble, squelch, informal splosh ©I 
had to wade through some hejtv documents 
plough, plod, trawl, labour, toil, study, browse, 
informal slog 

■ wade in (informal) set to work, buckle down, 
go to it. put one's shouldei to the wheel, mfor- 
mal plunge in, dive in. get stuck in, get crack- 
ing 

waffle (Bnt informal) ►verb they waffled on about 
the baby prattle, chatter, babble, ramble, jab- 
ber. gibbei gabble, prate, drivel, informal 
blather, Brit informal rabbit, witter, natter 

► noun mv panic reduced the i nterview to waffle 
prattle, drivel, nonsense, twaddle, gibberish, 
mumbo-jumbo, informal hot air, poppycock, 
bunk, hogwash, gobbledegook 

waft ► verb © smoke wafted through the air drift, 
float, glide, whirl, travel ©a breeze wafted the 
smell towards us convey, carry, transport, bear, 
blow, puff 

wag 1 ► verb © the dog's tail wagged frantically 
swing, swish, switch, sway, shake, quiver 
twitch, whip, informal waggle ©hr wagged his 
stick at them shake, wave, wiggle, flourish, 
brandish 

► noun ©a feeble wag of her tail swing, shake, 
swish, switch, quiver, twitch, whip, informal 
waggle ©a wag of the finger shake, flourish, 
wiggle, wobble, wave, informal waggle 

wag 2 ► noun ( informal) he’s a bit of a wag Srr 
JOKER 

wag8 ►noun ©the farm workers’ wages pay, 
payment, remuneration, salary, stipend, fee. 
honorarium, income, revenue, profit, gain, re- 
ward. earnings, formal emolument ©the wages 
of sin is death reward, recompense, retribution, 
returns, deserts 

► verb they waged war on the guerrillas engage in, 
carry on, conduct, execute, pursue, prosecute, 
proceed with 

wager ►noun a wager of £100 bet gamble, 
speculation, stake, pledge, ante, Bnt informal flut- 
ter 

► verb III wager a pound on the home team bet. 
gamble, lay odds, put money on, stake, pledge, 
nsk, venture, hazard, chance, informal punt 

waggl« ► verb (informal). See wag 1 verb senses 1, 

2 


waif ► noun ragamuffin, urchin, foundling, 
orphan, stiav. derogatory guttersnipe, dated 
gamin 

wail ► noun a wail of anguish howl, bawl, yowl, 
cry, moan, groan, shriek, scieain, yelp 

► verb the children began to wail howl. weep, cry, 
sob, moan, groan, keen, lament, yowl, snivel, 
whimper, whine, bawl, shriek, scream, yelp, 
caterwaul, Scottish greet, informal blubber, blub 

wait ►verb O we’ll wait in the airport stay (put), 
remain, rest, stop, halt, pause, linger, loiter, 
dally, informal stick around, archaic tarry ©she 
had to wait until her hags arrived stand by, hold 
back, bide one’s time, hang fire, mark time, 
kill time, waste time, kick one's heels, twiddle 
one's thumbs, informal hold on. hang around, sit 
tight, hold one’s horses ©they were waiting for 
the kettle to boil await, anticipate, expect, be 
i eady O that job will have to wait be postponed, 
be delayed, be put off, be deferred, informal be 
put on the back burner, be put on ice 

► noun a long wait delay, hold-up, interval, mtei- 
lude, intermission, pause, break, stay, cessa- 
tion. suspension, stoppage, halt, interruption, 
lull, respite, recess, moratorium, hiatus, gap, 
rest 

■ wait on someone serve, attend to. tend, 
catei foi/to, minister to, take care of. look 
after, see to 

■ wait up stay awake, stay up 

waiter, waitress ►noun server, steward 
css, stcwaid, attendant, garyon, hostess, host, 
butler, servant, page, N Amer waitperson 
waive ►verb ©he waived his right to a hearing 
relinquish, renounce, give up. abandon, sur- 
render, yield, reject, dispense with, abdicate, 
sacrifice, refuse, turn down, spurn ©the man- 
ager waived the rules disregard, ignore, over- 
look, set aside, forgo, diop 
wake 1 ►verb ©at 4 W urn Mark woke up 
awake, waken (up), awaken, rouse oneself, stii, 
come to, come round, bestir oneself, get up, 
get out of bed, formal arise ©she woke her hus- 
band rouse, arouse, waken. Bnt informal knock 
up ©the shock woke him up a bit activate, 
stimulate, galvanize, enliven, stir up. spur on. 
ginger up, buoy up, invigorate, perk up. revit- 
alize, informal pep up ©they woke up to what we 
were saying re'alize, become aware of. become 
conscious of, become mindful of ©the name 
woke an old memory evoke, conjure up, rouse, 
stir, revive, awaken, rekindle, rejuvenate, 
stimulate 
-opposites sleep 

► noun a mourner at a wake vigil, watch, funeral 
wake 2 ► noun the cruiser's wake backwash, 
wash, slipstream, turbulence, trail, path 

■ In the wake of in the aftermath of. after, 
subsequent to, following, as a result of, as a 
consequence of. on account of, because of, 
owing to 

wakeful ►adjective ©he had been wakeful all 
night, awake, restless, restive, tossing and turn- 
ing; archaic watchful ©I was suddenly wakeful 
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ytchfuJ, vigilant, on the lookout, on 
yard, attentive, heedful, wary 
^itbs asleep, inattentive 


/in ► verb. See wake 1 verb senses 1. 2 

► noun Cambria, Bnt the Principality See 
list 


Counties of Wales 


COUNTY 


ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRE 


Anglesey 

Carmarthenshire 

Ceredigion 

Denbighshire 

Flintshire 

Gwynedd 

Monmouthshire 

Pembrokeshire 

Powys 


Uangefni 

Carmarthen 

Aberaeron 

Ruthin 

Mold 

Caernarfon 
Cwmbran 
Haverfordwest 
Llandrindod Wells 


FORMER/TRADITIONAL COUNTIES 

Breconshire 

Caernarvonshire 

Cardiganshire 

Ctywd 

Dyfed 

East Glamorgan 

Glamorgan 

Gwent 

Merionethshire 
Mid Glamorgan 
Montgomeryshire 
Radnorshire 
South Glamorgan 
West Glamorgan 


walk ►verb Qthey walked along the road stroll, 
saunter, amble, trudge, plod, hike, tramp, trek, 
march, stride, troop, patrol, step out. wander, 
ramble, tread, prowl, footslog, promenade, 
roam, traipse, stretch one's legs, informal mosey, 
pootle, hoof it, Bnt informal yomp, formal peram- 
bulate Qhe walked her home accompany, es- 
cort, guide, show, see. usher, take, chaperone, 
steer, shepherd. 

► noun O country walks stroll, saunter, amble, 
promenade; ramble, hike, tramp, march, turn, 
airing; dated constitutional. ©her elegant walk: 
gait, step, stride, tread, ©the riverside walk- 
pathway, path, footpath, track, walkway, 
promenade, footway, pavement, trail, towpath 

■ walk all ovar someone ( informer) © he firm or 
they'll walk all over you * take advantage of, im- 
pose on. exploit, use, abuse, misuse, manipu- 
late, take liberties with; informal take for a nde, 
run rings around, ©we walked all over the home 
team See trounce 

■ walk off/ away with Q {informal) she walked off 
with my car keys See steal verb sense 1 Qhe 
walked off with four awards win easily, win 
hands down, attain, earn, gam. receive, ac- 
quire, secure, collect, pick up, net; informal bag. 

■ walk of Ufa class, status, rank, caste, 
sphere, arena; profession, career, vocation, job, 
occupation, employment, business, trade, craft; 
province, field; dated station 

■ walk out Qhe walked out in a temper leave, 
depart, get up and go. storm off/out, flounce 
out, absent oneself; informal take off © teachers 


walked out in protest (go on) strike, stop work, 
protest, mutiny, revolt; Bnt informal down tools. 

■ walk out on somaona desert, abandon, 
leave, betray, throw over, jilt, run out on, rat 
on, informal chuck, dump, ditch 

walker ► noun hiker, rambler, traveller, roam- 
er, rover, stroller, pedestnan, poetic I literary way- 
farer 

walkout ►noun strike, stoppage, industrial 
action, revolt, rebellion 

walkover ►noun EASY victory, rout, land- 
slide, informal piece of cake, doddle, pushover, 
cinch, biceze, picnic, whitewash, N Amer infor- 
mal duck soup, dated snip 

wall ► noun © brick walls barrier, partition, en- 
closure, screen, panel, separator ©an ancient 
city wall fortification, rampart, bamcade, bul- 
wark, stockade ©break down the walls that stop 
world trade obstacle, barrier, fence, impedi- 
ment, hindrance, block, check 
-related terms mural 

► verb © tenements walled in the courtyard enclose. 
bound, encircle, confine, hem, close in. shut 
in. fence in ©the doorway had been walled up 
block, seal, close, bnck up 

■ go to the wall ( informal) See fail sense 1 

■ off the wall {informal). See unconventional 

wallet ►noun purse, N Amer billfold, pocket- 
book, Bnt dated notecase 

wallop ► verb (informal). See thump verb sense 1 

wallow ►verb Q buffalo wallowed in the lake 
loll about/ around, lie about/around, splash 
about/around, slosh, wade, paddle, informal 
splosh ©a ship wallowing in stormy seas roll, 
lurch, toss, plunge, reel, rock, flounder, keel, 
list, labour ©she seems to wallow in self-pity lux 
uriate, bask, take pleasure, take satisfaction, 
indulge (oneself), delight, revel, glory, enjoy, 
like, love, relish, savour; informal get a kick out 
of. get a buzz from 

wan ► adjocttvs ©she looked so wan and Jrail 
pale, pallid, ashen, white, grey, anaemic, col 
ourless, bloodless, waxen, chalky, pasty, peaky, 
sickly, washed out, drained, drawn, ghostly. 
© the wan light of the moon. dim. faint, weak, fee- 
ble, pale, watery 
-oppositbs flushed, bright. 

wand ►noun baton, stick, staff, bar, dowel, 
rod, twig, cane, birch, switch, historical caduceus 

wandar ► vtrb QI wandered around the estate. 
stroll, amble, saunter, walk, dawdle, potter, 
ramble, meander; roam, rove, range, drift, 
prowl, Scottish & Insh stravaig; informal traipse, 
mosey, tootle, Brit informal mooch, ©we are wan- 
dering from the point • stray, depart, diverge, 
veer, swerve, deviate, digress, drift, get side- 
tracked. ©the child wandered off. get lost, lose 
one's way, go astray, ©the road wanders along 
the shore: meander, wind, twist, curve, zigzag, 
bend, snake. 

► noun let’s go for a wander stroll, amble, saun- 
ter, walk, potter, ramble, prowl, promenade, 
turn, breather, airing; informal traipse, mosey, 
tootle; Brit informal mooch, dated constitutional. 

waitdarar ►noun traveller, rambler, hiker, 
migrant, globetrotter, roamer, rover; itinerant, 
rolling stone, bird of passage, nomad; tramp, 
drifter, vagabond, vagrant; Brit, informal dosser. N. 
Amer informal hobo, bum, poebc/ktarary wayfarer. 
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wane ► vwb Qthe moon is waning* decrease, di- 
minish, dwindle 0 their support was waning* de 
cline, diminish, decrease, dwmdle, shrink, tail 
off, ebb, fade (away), lessen, peter out, fall off, 
recede, slump, flag, weaken, give way, wither, 
evaporate, die out, poetic /literary evanesce 
-opposites wax, grow 

■ on the wane declining, decreasing, dimin- 
ishing, dwindling, shrinking, contracting, 
tapering off. subsiding, ebbing, fading away, 
dissolving, petenng out. winding down, falling 
off, on the way out, receding, flagging, melting 
away, crumbling, withering, disintegrating, 
evaporating, dying out 

wangle ► verb (informal) See contrive 

want ►verb Qdo you want more toffee ? desire. 
wish for, hope for, fancy, care for, like, long 
for, yearn for. crave, hanker after, hunger for, 
thirst for, cry out for, covet, need, informal have 
a yen for, be dying for 0 (informal) hi s toaster 
wants repairing need, require, demand, cry out 
for 0 (informal) you want to be more careful 
should, ought, need, must Q (archaic) his poem 
wants a name lack, be without, have need of, 
be devoid of, be bereft of 

► noun ©his want of vigilance lack, absence, non- 
existence, unavailability, dearth, deficiency, in- 
adequacy, insufficiency, paucity, shortage, scar- 
city, deficit 0 a time of want need, neediness, 
austerity, privation, deprivation, poverty, im- 
poverishment, penury, destitution, famine, 
drought ©all her wants would be taken care of 
wish, desire, demand, longing, yearning, fancy, 
craving, hankering, need, requirement, informal 
yen 

wanting ►adjective Q the defences were found 
wanting deficient, inadequate, lacking, insuffi- 
cient, imperfect, unacceptable, flawed, faulty, 
defective, unbound, substandard, inferior, 
second-rate. poor, shoddy. Bnt informal not much 
cop ©the kneecap is wanting in amphibians ab 
sent, missing, lacking, non-existent 0 millions 
were left wanting for food without, lacking, de- 
prived of, devoid of, bereft of, in need of, defi- 
cient in, short on, informal minus 
-opposites sufficient, present 

wanton ►adjective Q wanton destruction delib 
erate, wilful, malicious, spiteful, wicked, cruel, 
gratuitous, unprovoked, motiveless, arbitrary, 
groundless, unjustifiable, needless, unneces- 
sary. uncalled for, senseless, pointless, purpose- 
less, meaningless, empty 0 a wanton seductress 
promiscuous, immoral, immodest, indecent, 
shameless, unchaste, fast, impure, abandoned, 
lustful, lecherous, lascivious, libidinous, licen- 
tious, dissolute, debauched, degenerate, cor- 
rupt. whonsh. disreputable, dated loose 
-opposites justifiable, chaste 

war ► noun O the Napoleonic wars * conflict, war- 
fare, combat, fighting, (military) action, blood- 
shed, struggle, battle, skirmish, fight, clash, en- 
gagement, encounter, offensive, attack, cam- 
paign; hostilities; jihad, crusade See list Qthe 
war against drugs' campaign, crusade, battle, 
fight, struggle, movement, drive 
-related terms belligerent, martial. 
-opposites peace 

► verb rival Emperors warred against each other. 
fight, battle, combat, wage war, take up arms, 
feud, quarrel, struggle, contend, wrangle, cross 
swords; attack, engage, take on, skirmish with 


Wars 

See also battle, siege. 

Afghan War 
American Civil War 
Anglo-Boer War or 
Second Boer War 
Balkan Wars 
Boer Wars 
Bosnian/Yugoslavian 
CMI War 
Chaco War 
Chechen Wars 
Crimean War 
Crusades 
English CMI War 
Falklands War 
First Wortd War or 
World War I or Great 
War 

Franco-Prusslan War 
French and Indian War 
French Indochina War 
French Wars of 
Religion 
Gallic Wars 
Great Northern War 
Greek War of 
Independence 
Gulf War 

Hundred Years War 
Iran-lraq War or Gulf 
War 

Korean War 
Kosovo War 
Macedonian Wars 
Maori Wars 
Mexican War 
Napoleonic Wars 
Norman Conquest 
Opium Wars 


Peloponnesian War 
Peninsular War 
Persian Wars 
Punk Wars 
Russian CMI War 
Russo-Japanese War 
Russo-Turklsh Wars 
Samnlte Wars 
Second World War or 
World War II 
Seven Years War 
Sikh Wars 
Sino-Japanese Wars 
Six Day War or June 
War 

Spanlsh-American War 
Spanish CMI War 
Suez crisis 
Thirty Years War 
Trojan War 
Vietnam War 
War against Terrorism 
War of 1812 
War of American 
Independence 
War of Jenkins's Ear 
War of the Austrian 
Succession 
War of the Sicilian 
Vespers 

War of the Spanish 
Succession 
Wars of the Roses 
Winter War or Russo- 
Finnish War 
Yom Kippur War or 
October War 


warble ►verb larks warbled in the sky trill, 
sing, chirp, chirrup, cheep, twitter, tweet, chat- 
ter, peep 

► noun a warble pierced the air trill, song, chirp, 
chirrup, chirr, cheep, twitter, tweet, chatter, 
peep, call 

ward ► noun O the surgical ward room, depart- 
ment, unit, area ©the most marginal ward in 
Westminster district, constituency, division, 
quarter, zone, parish ©the boy is my ward de 
pendant, charge, protege 

■ ward someone off fend off, repel, repulse, 
beat back, chase away, informal send packing 

■ ward something off Qshe warded off the 
blow * parry, avert, deflea, block, evade, avoid, 
dodge 0 garlic ts worn to ward off evil spirits re 
buff, avert, keep at bay, fend off, stave off, re- 
sist, prevent, obstrua, foil, frustrate, thwart, 
check, stop 

warden ► noun Q the flats have a resident war- 
den superintendent, caretaker, janitor, porter, 
custodian, watchman, concierge, doorman 0 a 
game warden * ranger, custodian, keeper, guard- 
ian, proteaor ©he was handcuffed to a warden 
prison officer, guard, jailer, warder, wardress, 
keeper, sentry; informal screw ©(Br#) the college 
warden’ principal, head, governor, master, mis- 
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tress, rector, provost, president, director, chan- 
cellor. N Amer informal proxy 

warder, wardress ► noun. See warden 
sense 3 

wardrobe ►noun ©she opened the wardrobe 
cupboard, cabinet, locker, N Amer closet ©her 
wardrobe has an outfit for every mood collection 
of clothes, garments, attire, outfits, trousseau 

warehouse ► noun storeroom, storehouse, 
store, depot, depository, stockroom, magazine, 
granary, informal lock-up 

wares ►plural noun merchandise, goods, prod- 
ucts, produce, stock, commodities, lines, range 

warfare ►noun fighting, war, combat, con- 
flict, (military) action, hostilities, bloodshed, 
battles, skirmishes 

warlike ►adjective aggressive, belligerent, 
wamng. bellicose, pugnacious, combative, 
bloodthirsty, jingoistic, sabre-rattling, hostile, 
threatening, quanelsome, militaristic, militant, 
informal gung-ho 

warlock ►noun sorcerer, wizard, magus, 
(black) magician, enchanter, archaic mage 

warm ►adjective ©a warm kitchen hot, cosy, 
snug, informal toasty ©a warm day in spring 
balmy, summery, sultry, hot, mild, temperate, 
sunny, fine ©warm water heated, tepid, luke- 
warm ©a warm sweater thick, chunky, thei- 
mal, winter, woolly ©a warm welcome friend 
ly. cordial, amiable, genial, kind, pleasant, 
fond, welcoming, hospitable, benevolent, be- 
nign, chantable. sincere, genuine, wholeheart- 
ed, heartfelt, enthusiastic, eager, hearty Q (in- 
formal) they haven't Jound it, hut they're warm 
close, near, informal hot 
-opposites cold, chilly, light, hostile 

► verb warm the soup m that pan heat (up), i cheat, 
cook, thaw (out), melt, N Amer warm over, infor- 
mal zap, Bnt informal hot up 
-opposites chill 

■ warm to/towards © everyone warmed to him 
like, take to. get on (well) with, be on good 
terms with, informal hit it off with ©he couldn’t 
warm to the notion be enthusiastic about, be 
supportive of. be excited about 

■ warm up limber up, loosen up, stretch, work 
out, exeicise, prepare, rehearse 

■ warm someone up the compere warmed up 
the crowd enliven, liven, stimulate, animate, 
rouse, stir, excite, informal get going 

warm-blooded ►adjective ©mammals are 
warm-blooded Zoology homeothermic, homeo- 
thermal ©a warm-blooded woman passionate, 
ardent, red-blooded, emotional, intense, im- 
petuous, lively, spirited, fiery, tempestuous 
-opposites poikilothermic, reserved 

warmed-up ►adjective ©a warmed-up pasty 
reheated, N Amer warmed-over © warmed-up 
ideas unoriginal, derivative, imitative, unin- 
spired. copied, plagiarized, rehashed, hack- 
neyed, stale, tired, banal, informal old hat 
-opposites original 

warm-hearted ►adjective kind, warm, big- 
hearted, tender-hearted, tender, loving, canng, 
feeling, unselfish, selfless, benevolent, humane, 
good-natured, friendly, sympathetic, under- 
standing, compassionate, charitable, generous 

warmonger ► noun militarist, hawk, jmgoist, 
sabre-rattler, aggressor, belligerent 


warmth ► noun © the warmth of the fire heat, 
wannness, hotness, cosiness ©the warmth of 
their welcome friendliness, amiability, geniality, 
cordiality, kindness, tenderness, fondness, be- 
nevolence, chanty, enthusiasm, eagerness, ar- 
dour, fervour, effusiveness 
warn ►verb © David warned her that it was too 
late notify, alert, appnse, inform, tell, make 
someone aware, forewarn, remind, informal tip 
off, put wise © police are warning galleries to be 
alert advise, exhort, urge, counsel, caution 
warning ►noun ©the earthquake came without 
warning (advance) notice, forewarning, alert, 
hint, signal, sign, alarm bells, informal a tip-off 
©a health warning caution, notification, infor- 
mation, exhortation, injunction, advice ©a 
warning of things to come omen, premonition, 
foreboding, prophecy, prediction, forecast, 
token, portent, signal, sign, poetic/ literary foieto- 
ken Ohis sentence is a warning to other drunk 
drivers example, deterrent, lesson, caution, ex- 
emplar, message, moial ©a written warning 
admonition, caution, remonstrance, reprimand, 
censure, informal dressing-down, talking-to, 
telling-off 

warp ►verb ©timber which is too dry will warp 
buckle, twist, bend, distort, deform, misshape, 
malform, curve, bow, contort ©he warped the 
mind of her child corrupt, twist, pervert, dc- 
piavc 

-opposites straighten 

warrant ►noun ©a warrant for his arrest au 
thorization, order, licence, permit, document, 
writ, summons, subpoena, mandate, decree, 
fiat, edict ©a travel warrant voucher, chit, 
slip, ticket, coupon, pass © there's no warrant 
for this assumption justification, grounds, 
cause, rationale, basis, authority, licence, sanc- 
tion, vindication 

► verb ©the charges warranted a severe sentence 
justify, vindicate, call for. sanction, validate, 
permit, authorize, deserve, excuse, account for, 
legitimize, support, license, approve of, merit, 
qualify foi. rate, be worthy of, be deserving of 
©we warrant that the texts do not infringe copy'- 
right guarantee, affirm, swear, promise, vow, 
pledge, undertake, state, assert, declare, pro- 
fess, attest, vouch, testify, bear witness, formal 
aver 

warranty ► noun guarantee, assurance, prom- 
ise, commitment, undertaking, agreement 
warring ►adjective opposing, conflicting, at 
war, fighting, battling, quarrelling, competing, 
hostile, rival 

warrior ►noun fighter, soldier, serviceman, 
combatant 

warship ► noun See list 

wary ► adjective ©he was trained to be wary cau- 
tious, careful, circumspect, on one’s guard, 
chary, alert, on the lookout, on one’s toes, on 
the qui vive, attentive, heedful, watchful, vigi- 
lant, observant, informal wide awake ©we are 
wary of strangers suspicious, chary, leery, care- 
ful, distrustfiil. mistrustful, sceptical, doubtful, 
dubious 

-opposites inattentive, trustful 

wash ►verb ©he washed in the bath • clean one- 
self, have a wash; bathe, bath, shower, soak, 
freshen up; formal perform one’s ablutions, dated 
make one’s toilet, ©she washed her hands 
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Warships 

See also ship. 

Admiral Graf Spec 

Agamemnon 

Alabama 

Amethyst 

Arizona 

Ark Royal 

Belfast 

Belgrano 

Bismarck 

Bounty 

Conqueror 

Constitution 

Dreadnought 

Enterprise 

Gloire 

Hood 

Illustrious 

Invincible 


Iowa 

Kiev 

King George V 

Kuznetsov 

Mary Rose 

Nautilus 

New Jersey 

Nimitz 

Potemkin 

Queen Elizabeth 

Resolution 

Royal George 

Royal Sovereign 

Tirpitz 

Victory 

Warrior 

Warsplte 

Yamato 


clean, cleanse, sponge, scrub, wipe, scour, 
shampoo, lather, sluice, swill, douse, swab, dis 
infect ©she washed off the blood remove, ex- 
punge. eradicate, sponge off. scrub off, wipe 
off, rinse off Qlhe women were washing ilothes 
launder, clean, rinse, poetic /literary lave 0 waves 
washed against the hull splash, lap, splosh, dash, 
break, beat, surge, npple, i oil Qthe wreckage 
was washed up downnvi er sweep, carry, convey, 
transport, deposit ©guilt washed over her af 
fect, rush through, surge through, couise 
through, flood ovei. flow over Qthe stonework 
was washed with pastel paint paint, colour, tint, 
shade, dye, stain coat, cover Q (informal) this 
story just won't wash be accepted, be accept- 
able, be plausible, be convincing, hold up, hold 
watei . stand up, bear scrutiny 
-opposiies duty, soil 

► noun ©she needs a wash clean, shower, dip. 
bath, soak, format ablutions ©that shirt should go 
m the wash laundry, washing ©antiseptic skm 
wash lotion, salve, preparation, rinse, liquid, 
liniment, embrocation ©the wash of a motor 
boat backwash, wake, trail, path ©the wash oj 
the waves on the beach surge, flow, swell, 
sweep, nse and fall, roll, splash ©water 
thinned out the cravon into a wash paint, stain, 
film 

■ wash something away erode, abrade, wear 
away, eat away, undermine 

■ wash one's hands of disown, renounce, re- 
ject, forswear, disavow, give up on. turn one’s 
back on, cast aside, abandon, forma I abjure 

■ wash up wash the dishes, do the dishes, do 
the washing-up 

washed out ►adjective ©a washed-out denim 
jacket, faded, bleached, decolonzed. stone- 
washed. pale, light, drab muted ©he looked 
washed out after his exams exhausted, tired, 
worn out, weary, fatigued, spent, drained, 
enervated, run down, informal all in, done in, 
dog-tired, bushed, beat, zonked, Brit informal 
knackered, N Amer informal pooped, tuckered 
out 

-opposites bold, energetic 

washout ► noun ( informal) See failure senses 2, 
3 


waspish ►adjective irritable, touchy, testy, 
cross, snappish, cantankerous, splenetic, short- 
tempered, bad-tempered, moody, crotchety, 
crabby, ratty, informal grouchy 

waste ►verb ©he doesn’t like to waste money 
squander, misspend, misuse, fnttei away, 
throw away, lavish, dissipate, throw around, in 
formal blow, splurge ©kids are wasting away in 
the streets grow weak, grow thm, shrink, de- 
cline, wilt, fade, flag, deteriorate, degenerate, 
languish ©the disease wasted his legs emaciate, 
atrophy, wither, debilitate, shrivel, shrink, 
weaken, enfeeble O (poetic! literary) our country 
was wasted by the enemy See devastate sense 1 
0(N Amer informal) ] saw them waste the guy See 
murder verb sense 1 
-opposites conserve, thnve 

► adjective ©waste material unwanted, excess, su- 
perfluous, left over, scrap, useless, worthless, 
unusable, unprofitable ©waste ground un 
cultivated, bdiren, desert, arid, bare, desolate, 
void, uninhabited, unpopulated, wild 

► noun ©a waste of money misuse, misapplication, 
inisemployment, abuse, extravagance, wasteful- 
ness, lavishness © household waste rubbish, ref- 
use. litter, debris, dioss, junk, detritus, scrap, 
dregs, scraps, sewage, effluent. N Amer garbage, 
tiash ©the frozen wastes of the South Pole des 
ert, wasteland, wilderness, emptiness, wilds 

■ lay waste. See lay 1 

wasted ►adjective ©a wasted effort squan 
dered, misspent, misdirected, misused, dissi 
pated. pointless, useless, needless, unnecessary 
©a wasted opportunity missed, lost, forfeited, 
neglected, squandeied, bungled, informal down 
the dram ©/’m wasted in Ihu joh under 
employed, underused, too good foi. neglected, 
foi gotten, disregarded ©hLS wasted legs emaci 
ated. atrophied, withered, shrivelled, weak, 
frail, shrunken, skeletal, rickety, scrawny, wiz 
ened 0 (informal ) everybody at the party was 
wasted See drunk adjective 

wasteful ►adjective prodigal, piofligate, un- 
economical. extiavagant, lavish, excessive, im- 
prudent. impiovident. thriftless, spendthrift, 
needless, useless 
-opposites frugal 

wasteland ► noun wilderness, desert, wilds, 
wastes, badlands 

waster ►noun ( mfoimal) idler, loafei, good-foi- 
nothing, ne’er-do-well, slob, lounger, shirker, 
sluggard, laggard, informal losei, skiver, slackei, 
lazybones. N Amer informal bum, poetic /literary 
wastiel 

wastrel ► noyn (poetic/ literary) See waster 

watch ►verb ©she watched him as he spoke OB 
serve, view, look at, eye, gaze at. stare at. gape 
at. peer at. contemplate, survey, keep an eye 
on, inspect, scrutinize, scan, examine, study, 
ogle, regard, mark, informal check out, get a load 
of, recce, Bnt informal have a butcher’s at, N 
Amer informal eyeball, poetic /literary behold ©he 
was being watched by the poltce spy on, keep in 
sight, track, monitor, survey, follow, keep 
under surveillance, informal keep tabs on, stake 
out ©will you watch the kuis> look after, mind, 
keep an eye on, take care of, supervise, tend, 
attend to, guard, safeguard, protect ©we 
stayed to watch the boat guard, protect, shield, 
defend, safeguard, cover, patrol, police 
0 watch what you say be careful, mind, be 
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aware of, pay attention to, consider, pay heed 
to 

-opposites ignore, neglect 

► noun ©Bill looked at his watch timepiece, chron- 
ometer, wnstwatch, pocket watch, stopwatch 
See list at clock ©we kept watch on the yacht 
guard, vigil, lookout, an eye. observation, sur- 
veillance, vigilance 

■ watch out/lt/yourself be careful, be 
watchful, be on your guard, beware, be wary, 
be cautious, mind out, look out. pay attention, 
take heed, take care, keep an eye open/out, 
keep one’s eyes peeled, be vigilant 

watchdog ► noun Q they use watchdogs to ward 
off trespassers guard dog ©a consumer watch - 
dog ombudsman, monitor, scrutineer, inspect- 
or. supervisor, custodian, guardian, protector 

watcher ► noun onlooker, spectator, obser- 
ver. viewei, fly on the wall, witness, bystander, 
spy. informal rubberneck, poetic I literary beholder 
watchful ► adjective observant, alert, vigilant, 
attentive, awake, aware, heedful, sharp-eyed, 
eagle-eyed, on the lookout, on the qui vive. 
wary, cautious, careful, chary 
watchman ► noun security guard, custodian, 
warden, sentry, guard, patrolman, lookout, 
sentinel, scout, watch 

watchword ► noun guiding principle, motto, 
slogan, maxim, mantra, catchword, catch- 
phrase. byword, informal buzzword 
water ►noun Qa glass of water technical H^O, 
dated Adam’s ale ©a house down by the water 
sea, ocean, lake, nver 
-related TERMS aqueous, aqua- 

► verb ©water the plants sprinkle, moisten, 
dampen, wet. spray, splash, soak, douse, souse, 
drench, saturate, hose (down) ©my mouth 
watered moisten, become wet, leak, salivate 
©he watered the claret See water something 
down sense 1 

■ hold water be tenable, ring true, bear scru- 
tiny, make sense, stand up. hold up. be convin- 
cing. be plausible, be sound 

■ water something down © staff had watered 
down the drinks dilute, water, thin (out), weak- 
en, adulterate, doctor, mix. informal cut ©the 
proposals were watered down moderate, temper, 
mitigate, tone down, soften, tame, understate, 
play down, soft-pedal 

waterfall ► noun cascade, cataract, falls, 
rapids. N English force See list 
waterproof ►adjective a waterproof jacket 
watertight, water-repellent, water-resistant, 
damp-proof, impermeable, impervious, rubber- 
ized, waxed 

► noun [Bnt ) she put on a waterproof raincoat, ano- 
rak, oilskin, cagoule, Bnt mackintosh, Bnt infor- 
mal mac 

watertight ► adjective © a watertight container 
impermfable, impervious, (hermetically) sealed, 
waterproof, water-repellent, water-resistant, 
damp-proof ©a watertight alibi, indisputable, 
unquestionable, incontrovertible, irrefutable, 
unassailable, impregnable, foolproof, sound, 
flawless, airtight, conclusive. 

-opposites leaky, flawed 
watery ►adjective Qa watery discharge, liquid, 
fluid, aqueous, technical hydrous ©a watery 
meadow, wet, damp, moist, sodden, soggy, 
squelchy. soft, saturated, waterlogged; boggy, 


Waterfalls 

WATERFALL 

COUNTRY 

Angel 

Venezuela 

Augrabies 

South Africa 

Boyoma (formerly 

Congo 

Stanley) 

Cauvery 

India 

Cuquenin 

Venezuela 

Della 

Canada 

Eas Coul Aulin 

Scotland 

Cersoppa 

India 

Glomach 

Scotland 

Grande Cascade 

France 

Huangguoshu 

China 

Iguagj 

Argentina/Brazil 

Jog 

India 

Kabalega (formerly 

Uganda 

Murchison Falls) 

Kaieteur 

Guyana 

Kalambo 

Tanzania/Zambia 

Kapachira (formerly 

Malawi 

Murchison Rapids) 

Kegon 

Japan 

Rhone 

Laos 

Kota Tinggi 

Malaysia 

Krimmler 

Austria 

Livingstone 

Congo 

Marmore 

Italy 

Mardalsfossen 

Norway 

Niagara 

Canada/USA 

Paulo Afonso 

Brazil 

Rekhenbach 

Switzerland 

Ribbon 

USA 

Ruacana 

Angola 

Sutherland 

New Zealand 

Takakkaw 

Canada 

Tisisat 

Ethiopia 

Tugela 

South Africa 

Victoria 

Zimbabwe/Zambia 

Wallaman 

Australia 

Yosemlte 

USA 


marshy, swampy, mny, muddy © watery por- 
ridge thin, runny, weak, sloppy, dilute, diluted, 
tasteless, flavourless, insipid, bland ©the light 
was watery and grey pale, wan, faint, weak, fee- 
ble, informal wishy-washy. © watery eyes tearful, 
moist, rheumy, informal teaiy, weepy, formal lach- 
rymose 

-opposites dry, thick, bright 

wave ► verb © he waved his flag fu*iously m move 
up and down, move to and fro, wag, shake, 
swish, sweep, swing, brandish, flourish, wield, 
flick, flutter, informal waggle ©the grass waved in 
the breeze ripple, flutter, undulate, stir, flap, 
sway, shake, quiver, move ©the waiter waved 
them closer - gesture, gesticulate, signal, beckon, 
motion 

► noun ©she gave him a friendly wave gesture, 
gesticulation, signal, sign, motion ©he surfs 
the big waves, breaker, roller, comber, boomer, 
ripple, white horse, (waves) swell, surf, ftoth; 
Austral bombora; archaic billow, ©a wave of emi- 
gration flow, rush, surge, flood, stream, tide, 
deluge, spate Qa wave of self-pity surge, rush, 
stab, dart, upsuige; thrill, frisson, feeling. Qhis 
hair grew in thick waves: curl, kink, corkscrew, 
twist, ringlet, coil. © electromagnetic waves: rip- 
ple, vibration, oscillation See list at radiation. 
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■ make waves ( mformaf) cause trouble, be dis- 
ruptive, be troublesome; make an impression, 
get noticed. 

■ wave something aside dismiss, reject, 
brush aside, shrug off, disregard, ignore, dis- 
count, play down, informal pooh-pooh 

■ wave someone/something down flag 
down, hail, stop, summon, call, accost 

waver ► verb ©the candlelight wavered in the 
draught flicker, quiver, twinkle, glimmer, 
wink, blink ©his voice wavered falter, wob- 
ble. tremble, quaver ©he wavered between the 
choices be undecided, be irresolute, hesitate, 
dither, equivocate, vacillate, fluctuate, think 
twice, change one’s mind, blow hot and cold, 
Bnt haver, hum and haw, informal shilly-shally, 
sit on the fence 

wavy ►adjective curly, curvy, curved, undulat 
ing, squiggly, rippled, cnnkly. kinked, zigzag 

wax ► verb Q the moon ts woxtng get bigger, in- 
crease, enlarge Q (poetic /literary) price sensitivity is 
waxing increase, grow, develop, rise, expand, 
escalate, intensify, spread, mushroom, snow 
ball 

-opposites wane 

■ wax lyrical be enthusiastic, enthuse, rave, 
gush, get carried away 

waxen ►adjective pallid, pale, pasty, wan, 
ashen, colourless, anaemic, bloodless, washed 
out, white, grey, whitish, waxy, drained, sickly 
-oppositfs ruddy 

waxy ► adjective. See waxen 

way ►noun Qa way of reducing the damage 
method, process, procedure, technique, system, 
plan, strategy, scheme, means, mechanism, ap- 
proach ©she kissed him in her brisk way man 
ner. style, fashion, mode, modus operands 
MO ©J’ve changed my ways practice, habit, 
custom policy, procedure, convention, routine, 
modus vivendi, trait, attribute, peculiarity, 
idiosyncrasy, conduct, behaviour, manner, 
style, nature, personality, temperament, dispos- 
ition, character; formal wont O which wav leads 
home 7 route, course, direction, road, street, 
track, path QIll go out the back way door, 
gate, exit, entrance, entry; route ©a short way 
downstream distance, length, stretch, journey, 
space, interval, span ©April is a long way away 
time, stretch, term, span, duration Qa car com- 
ing the other way direction, bearing, course, 
orientation, line, tack 0 (informal) what do they 
call it down your way ? area, region, district, 
neighbourhood, locality, locale, informal neck of 
the woods, parts, Bnt informal manor, N Amer in- 
formal hood, nabe © In some ways, he may be bet- 
ter off respect, regard, aspect, facet, sense, de- 
tail, point, particular, (©the country is in a bad 
way state, condition, situation, circumstances, 
position, predicament, plight, informal shape. 

■ by th* way incidentally, by the by, m pass- 
ing, en passant 

■ glva way ©the government gave way and 
passed the bill, yield, back down, surrender, con- 
cede defeat, give in, submit, succumb, acqui- 
esce, agree, assent; Informal throw in the towel/ 
sponge, cave in. ©the door gave way. collapse, 
give, cave m, fall in. come apart, crumple 
Q grief gave way to guilt: be replaced by. be suc- 
ceeded by. be followed by. be supplanted by. 

■ on tha way coming, imminent, forthcoming, 


approaching, impending, close, near, on us, 
proceeding, en route, in transit 

wayfarer ► noun (poeticf literary) See wanderer. 

waylay ► verb Owe were waylaid and robbed 
ambush, hold up, attack, assail, rob, informal 
mug, stick up © several people waylaid her to 
chat, accost, detain, intercept, take aside, 
pounce on, importune, informal buttonhole 

way-OUt ►adjective (informal) unconventional, 
avant-garde, outlandish, eccentric, quirky, un- 
usual, bizarre, strange, peculiar, odd, uncom- 
mon; informal far out, offbeat, oddball, off the 
wall, Bnt informal rum 
-opposites ordinary 

wayward ► adjective wilful, headstrong, stub- 
born, obstinate, obdurate, perverse, contrary, 
disobedient, insubordinate, undisciplined, re- 
bellious. defiant, uncooperative, recalcitrant, 
unruly, wild, unmanageable, erratic, difficult, 
impossible, formal refractory 
-opposites docile 

weak ►adjective Qthey are too weak to move 
frail, feeble, delicate, fragile, infirm, sick, sick- 
ly, debilitated, incapacitated, ailing, indisposed, 
decrepit, tired, fatigued, exhausted, informal 
weedy Qbats have weak eyes inadequate, poor, 
feeble, defective, faulty, deficient, imperfect, 
substandard 0 a weak excuse unconvincing, un- 
tenable, tenuous, implausible, unsatisfactoiy. 
poor, inadequate, feeble, flimsy, lame, hollow. 
informal pathetic ©/ was loo weak to be a rebel 
spineless, craven, cowardly, pusillanimous, 
timid, irresolute, indecisive, ineffectual, inept, 
efFete, meek. tame, ineffective, impotent, soft, 
faint-hearted, informal yellow, weak-kneed, gut- 
less, chicken ©a weak light dim. pale, wan. 
faint, feeble, muted ©a weak voice indistinct, 
muffled, muted, hushed, faint, low ©weak cof- 
fee watery, diluted, dilute, watered down, 
thin, tasteless, flavourless, bland, insipid, 
wishy-washy Qa weak smile unenthusiastic. 
feeble, half-hearted, lame 
-opposites strong, powerful, convincing, reso- 
lute, bright, loud 

weaken ► verb © the virus weakened him terribly 
enfeeble, debilitate, incapacitate, sap, ener- 
vate, tire, exhaust, wear out, wither, cripple, 
disable ©she tried to weaken the shock for him 
reduce, decrease, dimmish, lessen, moderate, 
temper, dilute, blunt, mitigate, soften ©our 
morale weakened decrease, dwindle, diminish, 
wane, ebb. subside, peter out, fizzle out, tail 
off, decline, falter ©the move weakened her au- 
thority impair, undermine, compromise, invali- 
date, negate, discredit 

weakling ► noun milksop, namby-pamby, cow- 
ard, pushover, informal wimp, weed, sissy, dnp. 
softie, doormat, chicken, yellow-belly, scaredy- 
cat, N Amer informal wuss, pussy 

weakness ►noun ©with old age came weak- 
ness. frailty, feebleness, enfeeblement, fragil- 
ity, delicacy; infirmity, sickness, sickliness, de- 
bility, incapacity, indisposition, decrepitude; in- 
formal weedmess. © he has worked on his weak- 
nesses fault, flaw, defect, deficiency, weak 
point, failing, shortcoming, imperfection, 
Achilles’ heel © a weakness for champagne: fond 
ness, liking, partiality, preference, love, pen- 
chant. soft spot, predilection, inclination, taste, 
eye; enthusiasm, appetite ©the President was 
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accused of weakness timidity, cravenness, coward- 
liness, pusillanimity, indecision, irresolution, 
ineffectuality, ineptitude, meekness, powerless- 
ness. ineffectiveness, impotence Qthe weakness 
of this argument untenability, implausibility, 
poverty, inadequacy, transparency, flimsiness, 
hollowness Qthe weakness of the sound indis 
tinctness. mutedness, faintness, feebleness, 
lowness, dimness, paleness 

weak-willed * adjective spineless, weak, ir- 
resolute, indecisive, impressionable, persuad- 
able. persuasible. submissive, unassertive, com- 
pliant, pusillanimous, informal wimpish, chicken 

weal ►noun welt, wound, lesion, swelling, 
scar, cicatnx, mark, blemish 

wealth ►noun Qa gentleman of wealth afflu 
ence, prosperity, riches, means, substance, for- 
tune, money, cash, lucre, capital, treasure, 
finance, assets, possessions, resources, funds, 
property, stock, reserves, securities, holdings, 
informal wherewithal, dough, bread ©a wealth of 
information abundance, piofusion, plethora, 
mine, store, treasury, bounty, cornucopia, mfor - 
mal lot. load, heap, mass, mountain, stack, ton, 
Bnt informal shedload, formal plenitude 
-opposites poverty, dearth 

wealthy ►adjective rich, affluent, moneyed, 
well off, well-to-do, prosperous, comfortable, 
propertied, of substance, informal well heeled, 
rolling in it. in the money, made of money, 
filthy nch, stinking rich, loaded, flush, quids 
in. Austral /NZ informal financial, informal, dated oofy 
-OPPOSITFS poor 

weapon ► noun See list 


Personal Weapons 

See also bomb, bullet, cun, projectile. 


axe 

£p£e 

pike 

backsword 

falchion 

poleaxe 

battleaxe 

flick knife 

poniard 

bayonet 

foil 

quarterstaff 

bilbo 

gisarme 

rapier 

bill 

gun 

sabre 

blackjack 

halberd 

scimitar 

blade 

harpoon 

shillelagh 

bludgeon 

hatchet 

skean 

bowie knife 

javelin 

skean-dhu 

brass 

kleywang 

slung shot 

knuckles 

knife 

small-sword 

broadsword 

knobkerrie 

snickersnee 

chopper 

knuckleduster 

spear 

claymore 

krls 

staff 

club 

kukri 

stave 

commando 

lance 

stick 

knife 

lathi 

stiletto 

cosh 

mace 

sword 

cudgel 

machete 

swordstick 

cutlass 

nulla-nulla 

tomahawk 

dagger 

panga 

truncheon 

danda 

parang 

yataghan 

dirk 

partisan 



wear ►verb ©he wore a suit' dress in, be 
clothed in, have on, sport, put on. don ©Bar- 
bara wore a smile bear, have (on one’s face), 
show, display, exhibit, give, put on, assume 
Qthe bricks have been worn down * erode, abrade, 
rub away, gnnd away, wash away, crumble 
(away), wear down, corrode, eat away (at), dis- 


solve ©the tyres are wearing well last, endure, 
hold up. bear up. prove durable Q(Bnt informal) 
I've asked him twice, but he won’t wear it allow, 
permit, authorize, sanction, condone, indulge, 
agree to. approve of, put up with, take, stand, 
support, accept, stomach, swallow, tolerate, 
countenance, informal hack, abide, Bnt informal 
stick, formal brook, archaic suffer 
► noun Qyou won't get much wear out of that use, 
wearing, service, utility, value, informal mileage 
© evening wear clothes, clothing, garments, 
dress, attire, garb, wardrobe, informal get-up, 
gear, tots Bnt infomnal kit, clobber, formal ap- 
parel, poetic/ literary array Qthe varnish which will 
withstand wear damage, friction, erosion, attri- 
tion, abrasion 

■ wear something down he wore down her re - 
stftance gradually overcome, slowly reduce, 
erode, wear away, exhaust, undermine 

■ wear off the novelty soon wore off fade, dimin- 
ish, lessen, dwindle, decrease, wane, ebb. peter 
out, fizzle out, pall, disappear, vanish, run out 

■ wear on the aflenuwn wore on pass, elapse, 
proceed, advance, progress, go by, roll by, 
march on, slip by/away, fly by /past 

■ wear out deteriorate, become worn, wear 
thin, fray, become threadbare, go into holes, 
wear through 

■ wear something out use up. consume, go 
through 

■ wear someone out fatigue, tire out. weary, 
exhaust, drain, sap. overtax, enervate, debili- 
tate, jade, prostrate, informal whack, poop, shat- 
ter frazzle, do in, Bnt informal knackei 

wearing ►adjective tiring, exhausting, weary- 
ing, fatiguing, enervating, draining, sapping, 
demanding, exacting, taxing, arduous, gruel- 
ling, punishing, difficult, hard, tough, labori- 
ous, strenuous, rigorous 

wearisome ► adjective See wearing 

weary ►adjective Qhe was weary after cycling 
tired, worn out. exhausted, fatigued, sapped, 
dog-tired, spent, drained, prostrate, enervated, 
informal all in. done in, dead beat, ready to drop, 
bushed, worn to a frazzle, shattered, Bnt informal 
knackei ed, whacked, N Amer informal pooped, 
tuckered out ©she was weary of the arguments 
tired of, bored by, sick of, informal fed up with, 
have had it up to here with ©a weary journey 
tiring, exhausting, wearying, fatiguing, ener- 
vating, draining, sapping, wearing, trying, de- 
manding, taxing, arduous, gruelling, difficult, 
haid, tough 

-OPPOSITFS fresh, keen, refreshing 

► verb Qshe was weaned by her illness tire, fatigue, 
wear out, overtire, exhaust, drain, sap, ener- 
vate, debilitate, enfeeble, prostrate, informal 
whack, bush, shatter, frazzle, poop, do in, Bnt 
informal knacker © don’t risk wearying the reader 
bore, tire, irk, irritate, exasperate Qhe wearied 
of the struggle tire of, become bored by, sicken 
of, have had enough of, informal become fed up 
with 

-opposites refresh, interest, 
wearying ►adjective. See wearing 
weasel ► noun See list 

weather ►noun what's the weather like ? fore 
cast, outlook; meteorological conditions, cli- 
mate, atmospheric pressure, temperature, 
elements See list 
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Weasels and Similar Animals Wedding Anniversaries 


badger 

honey 

polecat 

1st 

paper 

12th 

sllk/llnen 

beech 

badger 

ratel 

2nd 

cotton 

13th 

lace 

marten 

kolinsky 

sable 

3rd 

leather 

14th 

Ivory 

civet 

linsang 

sea otter 

4th 

fruit/flowers / 

15th 

crystal 

cusimanse 

marbled 

skunk 


linen/silk 

20th 

china 

ermine 

polecat 

stink badger 

5th 

wood 

25th 

silver 

ferret 

marten 

stoat 

6th 

iron 

30th 

pearl 

ferret-badger 

meerkat 

suricate 

7th 

wool/copper 

35th 

coral 

fisher 

mink 

tayra 

8th 

bronze/pottery 

40th 

rub^ 

fossa 

mongoose 

teiedu 

9th 

pottery/china/ 

45th 

sapphire 

genet 

muishond 

toddy cat 


willow 

50th 

gold 

glutton 

otter 

weasel 

10th 

tin/alummium 

55th 

emerald 

grlson 
hoe badger 

palm civet 
pine marten 

wolverine 

zorllia 

11th 

steel 

60th 

diamond 


Atmospheric Phenomena 

See also wind. 


anticyclone 
blocking high 
cold front 
cyclone 

deep depression 
depression 
filling depression 
frontal system 
high pressure 
jet stream 
low pressure 
occlusion 


pressure system 
ridge 

shallow depression 

stationary depression 

stationary high 

temperature inversion 

thermal 

trough 

turbulence 

warm front 

warm sector 


► verb we wearhi’rvd the m croon survive, come 
through, ride out, pull through, withstand, eiv 
duie, rise above, surmount, overcome, resist, in 
formal Stic k out 

■ under the weather ( informal) See ill adjective 
sense 1 

weathered ►adjective weather-beaten, worn, 
tanned, bionzed, lined, c leased, wrinkled, 
gnarled 


wedding ► noun marriage (service rites), 
nuptials, union, archaic espousal See list 
—re lai f d ifrms nuptial 

wedge ► noun Qthe iloor was secured try a wedge 
tapered block, chock, stop 0a wedge of cheese 
triangle, segment, slice, section, chunk, lump, 
slab, hunk, block, piece 

► verb she wedged her case between two bags 
squeeze, cram, jam. ram, force, push, shove, in 
formal stuff, bung 

wedlock ►noun marriagf. (holy) matnmony, 
married state, union 

wee ► adjective ( Scottish ) little, small, tiny, min- 
ute, miniature, mini, compact, unde i sized, di- 
minutive, dwarf, midget, infinitesimal, micro- 
scopic. minuscule, informal teeny, teeny-weeny, 
itsy-bitsy, half-pint, dinky, Bnt informal titchy, 
diddy, N Amer informal little-bitty 
— OPPOSI I FS big 

weed 

■ weed something/someone out isolate, 
separate out, sort out, sift out. winnow out, hi 
tei out, set apart, segicgate, eliminate, get rid 
of, lemove, informal lose 

weedy ►adjective ( informal) puny, feeble, weak, 
frail, undei sized, slight, skinny, informal pint- 
sized 


weave 1 ►verb QJlowers were woven into their 
hair entwine, lace, twist, knit, intertwine, 
braid, plait ©he weaves colourful plots invent, 
make up. fabricate, construct, create, contrive, 
spin, tell, recount, relate 

weave 2 ►verb he had to weave his way through 
the crowds thread, wind, wend, dodge, zigzag 
web ►noun Qa spider's web mesh, net, lattice, 
latricework, lacework, webbing, gauze, gos- 
samer ©a web of friendships network, nexus, 
complex, set. chain 

wed ►verb Qthey are old enough to wed marry, 
get married, become husband and wife, informal 
tie the knot, walk down the aisle, get spliced, 
get hitched ©he will wed his girlfriend marry, 
take as one’s wife/husband, lead to the altar, in- 
formal make an honest woman of, archaic es- 
pouse ©she wedded the two forms of spirituality 
unite, unify, join, combine, amalgamate, fuse, 
integrate, bond, merge 
-opposites divorce, separate 
wedded ►adjective © wedded bliss married, 
matrimonial, mantal. conjugal, nuptial, Law 
spousal, poetic/ literary connubial ©he is wedded 
to hts work, dedicated to. devoted to, attached 
to, fixated on, single-minded about 


weekly ►adjective weekly instalments once a 
week, lasting a week, formal hebdomadal 

► adverb the directors meet weekly once a week, 
every week, each week, on a weekly basis, by 
the week, per week, a week 

weep ►verb even the toughest soldiers wept cry, 
shed tears, sob, snivel, whimper, whine, wail, 
bawl, keen. Scottish greet, informal boohoo, blub, 
blubbei, Bnt informal guzzle 

► noun you sit and have a weep cry, sob, snivel, 
whimper, bawl, informal blub, blubbei, Bnt infor- 
mal grizzle 

weepy ►adjective [informal) tearful, close to 
tears, upset, distressed, sad, unhappy, in tears, 
crying, weeping, snivelling, informal teaiy, formal 
lachiymose 

weigh ►verb Qshe weighs the vegetables meas 
ure the weight of, put on the scales ©he 
weighed 118 kg have a weight of, tip the scales 
at ©the situation weighed heavily on him See 
weigh someone down sense 2 © he has to weigh 
up the possibilities consider, contemplate, think 
about, mull over, chew over, reflect on, rumin- 
ate about, muse on, assess, appraise, analyse, 
investigate, inquire into, look into, examine, 
review, explore, take stock of Qthey need to 
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weigh benefit against risk, balance, evaluate, 
compare, juxtapose, contrast. 

■ weigh someone down Qmy fishing gear 
weighed me down burden, saddle, overload, 
overburden, encumber, hamper, handicap 
©the silence weighed me down oppress, depress, 
lie heavy on, burden, cast down, hang over, 
gnaw at, prey on (one’s mind), trouble, worry, 
bother, disturb, upset, haunt, nag, torment, af- 
flict, plague. 

weight ► poun O the weight of the book heavi 
ness, malss, load, burden, pressure, force, 
poundage, tonnage ©his recommendation will 
carry great weight: influence, force, leverage, 
sway, pull, importance, significance, conse- 
quence. value, substance, power, authority, in- 
formal clout 0 a weight off her mind burden, 
load, millstone, albatross, encumbrance, 
trouble, worry, strain, ©the weight of the evi- 
dence is against him preponderance, majority, 
bulk, body, lion’s share, predominance, most, 
almost all 

weighty ► adjective ©a weighty tome heavy, 
thick, bulky, hefty, cumbersome, ponderous 
0a weighty subject important, significant, mo- 
mentous, consequential, far-reaching, key, 
major, vital, critical, crucial, serious, grave, sol- 
emn 0 a weighty responsibility burdensome, 
onerous, heavy, oppressive, taxing, trouble- 
some. ©weighty arguments compelling, cogent, 
strong, forceful, powerful, potent, effective, 
sound, valid, telling, impressive, persuasive, 
convincing, influential, authoritative 
-opposites light, trivial, weak 

weird ► adjective © weird apparitions uncanny. 
eene, unnatural, supernatural, unearthly, 
other-worldly, ghostly, mystenous, strange, ab- 
normal. unusual. Scottish eldntch, informal 
creepy, spooky, freaky. 0 (informal) a weird sense 
of humour bizarre, quirky, outlandish, eccen- 
tric, unconventional, unorthodox, idiosyncrat- 
ic, surreal, crazy, peculiar, odd. strange, queer, 
freakish, zany, madcap, outr£, informal wacky, 
freaky, way-out, offbeat, off the wall, Bnt infor- 
mal rum, N Amer informal wacko 
-opposites normal, conventional. 

weirdo ► noun {informal). See eccentric noun 

Welcome ► noun u welcome from the vicar 
greeting, salutation, reception, hospitality, the 
red carpet 

► verb © welcome your guests in their own language 
greet, salute, receive, meet, usher in ©we 
welcomed their decision be pleased by, be glad 
about, approve of, appreciate, embrace, informal 
give the thumbs up to 

► adjective welcome news’ pleasing, agreeable, en- 
couraging. gratifying, heartening, promising, 
favourable, pleasant; gladly received, wanted, 
appreciated, popular, desirable 

wold ►verb fuse, bond, stick, join, attach, seal, 
splice, melt, solder 

WOlffaro ► noun © the welfare of children, well- 
being. health, comfort, security, safety, protec- 
tion. prosperity, success, fortune, interest, 
good ©we cannot claim welfare: social security, 
(state) benefit, public assistance, pension, 
credit, support, sick pay, unemployment bene- 
fit; Brit informal the dole. 

well 1 ►advarb ©please behave well, satisfactor 
ily. nicely, correctly, properly, fittingly, suit- 


ably. appropriately Qthey get on well together 
harmoniously, agreeably, pleasantly, mcely, 
happily, amicably, amiably, peaceably; informal 
famously 0he plays the piano well’ skilfully, 
ably, competently, proficiently, adeptly, deftly, 
expertly, admirably, excellently © treat your 
employees well decently, fairly, kindly, gener- 
ously, honestly ©mix the ingredients well thor 
oughly, completely, effectively, rigorously, 
carefully ©/ know her quite well, intimately, 
thoroughly, deeply, profoundly, personally 
Qthey studied the car market well carefully. 
closely, attentively, rigorously, in depth, ex- 
haustively. in detail, meticulously, scrupulous- 
ly, conscientiously, methodically, completely, 
comprehensively, fully, extensively Qthey 
speak well of him admiringly, highly, approving- 
ly, favourably, appreciatively, warmly, enthusi- 
astically, glowingly ©she makes enough money to 
live well comfortably, in (the lap of) luxury, 
prosperously ©you may well be right quite 
possibly, conceivably, probably, undoubtedly, 
certainly, unquestionably ©he is well over 
forty considerably, very much, a great deal, 
substantially, easily, comfortably, significantly 
CD she could well afford it easily, comfortably, 
readily, effortlessly 

-opposites badly, negligently, disparagingly, 
barely 

► adjective ©she was completely well again healthy, 
fine, fit. robust, strong, vigorous, blooming, 
thriving, hale and hearty, in good shape, in 
good condition, in good tnm, in fine fettle, in- 
formal in the pink Qall is not well satisfactory, 
all right, fine, in order, as it should be, accept- 
able, informal OK, hunky-dory, N Amer & Austral/ 
NZ informal jake, Bnt informal, dated tickety-boo 
©it would be well to tell us in advance advisable, 
sensible, prudent, politic, commonsensical, 
wise, judicious, expedient, recommended, ad- 
vantageous. beneficial, profitable, desirable, a 
good idea 

-opposites poorly, unsatisfactory, inadvisable 

■ as well too, also, m addition, additionally, 
into the bargain, besides, furthermore, more- 
over. to boot 

■ as well as together with, along with, be- 
sides, plus, and, with, on top of, not to men- 
tion, to say nothing of, let alone 

well 1 ► noun ©she drew water from the well 
borehole, bore, spring, waterhole ©he's a bot- 
tomless well of forgiveness source, supply, fount, 
reservoir, mine, ftind, treasury 

► verb tears welled from her eyes: flow, spill, 
stream, run, rush, gush, roll, cascade, flood, 
spout, seep, trickle, burst, issue. 

well advised ► adjective wise, prudent, sens- 
ible. 

well balanced ►adjective. See balanced 

senses 1, 2, 3 

well behaved ► adjective orderly, obedient, 
disciplined, peaceable, docile, controlled, re- 
strained. cooperative, compliant; mannerly, po- 
lite, civil, courteous, respectful, proper, decor- 
ous, refined, polished. 

-opposites naughty. 

well-being ► noun. See welfare sense 1 

well bred ►adjactiva WELL BROUGHT UP, polite, 
civil, mannerly, courteous, respectful; ladylike, 
gentlemanly, genteel, cultivated, urbane, 
proper, refined, polished, well behaved. 
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well built ► adjective sturdy, strapping, 
brawny, burly, hefty, muscular, muscly, strong, 
rugged, lusty, Herculean, informal hunky, beefy, 
husky, hulking 
-opposites puny 

well dressed ► adjective smart, fashionable, 
stylish, chic, modish, elegant, neat, spruce, 
tnm. dapper, N Amor trig, informal snazzy, natty, 
snappy, sharp, N Amer informal spiffy, fly 
-opposites scruffy 

well founded ► adjective justifiable, justi 
fied, warranted, legitimate, defensible, valid, 
admissible, allowable, understandable, excus- 
able, acceptable, reasonable sensible, sound 
-opposites groundless 

well heeled ► adjective (informal) See wealthy 
well known ► adjective Q well-known principles 
familiar, widely known, popular, common, 
everyday, established Qu well-known family of 
architects famous, famed, prominent, notable, 
renowned, distinguished, eminent, illustrious, 
celebrated, acclaimed, important 
-opposites obscure 

well mannered ► adjective polite, courteous, 
civil, mannerly, genteel, decorous, respectful, 
refined, polished, civilized, urbane, well bred 
well-nigh ► adverb almost, nearly, just about, 
more 01 less, practically, virtually, all but, as 
good as, nearing, approaching, nigh on, rough- 
ly, approximately, informal pretty much 
well off ►adjective Q her family's very well off 
Sec well-to-do ©the prisoners were relatively 
well off fortunate, lucky, comfortable, informal 
sitting pretty © the island is not well off for har- 
bours well supplied with, well stocked with, 
well furnished with well equipped with 
well read ► adjective knowledgeable, well in 
formed, well versed, erudite, scholarly, literate, 
educated, cultured, bookish, studious, dated let- 
tered 

-opposites ignorant 

well spoken ►adjective articulate, nicely 
spoken, refined, polite, Brit informal posh 
well-to-do ►adjective wealthy, uch, affluent, 
moneyed, well off, prosperous, comfortable, 
propertied, informal rolling m it, in the money, 
loaded, well heeled, flush, made of money, 
quids in, worth a packet, on easy street 
welter ► noun confusion, jumble, tangle, mess, 
hotchpotch, mishmash, mass 
wend ► verb meander, wind one’s way, wander, 
amble, stroll, saunter, drift, roam, swan, 
traipse, walk, journey, travel, informal mosey, 
tootle 

west ► adjective western, westerly, occidental 
wet ►adjective Qwet clothes, dam p. moist, 
soaked, drenched, saturated, sopping, dripping, 
soggy; waterlogged, squelchy ©it was cold and 
wet rainy, raining, pounng. teeming, showery, 
dnzzly, drizzling, damp © the paint is still wet 
sticky, tacky, fresh ©a wet mortar mix. aque 
ous, watery, sloppy. Q(Bnt mformaf) the cadets 
were a bit we V feeble, silly, weak, foolish, 
inept, ineffectual, effete, soft, namby-pamby, 
timid, spiritless, cowardly, spineless; informal 
sissy, pathetic, drippy, wimpish, weedy, chick- 
en; Brit informal soppy. 

-opposites dry. fine, brave 
► verb wet the clothes before ironing them, dampen, 


damp, moisten, sprinkle, spray, splash, soak, 
saturate, flood, douse, souse, drench. 
-opposites dry 

► noun O the wet of his tears wetness, damp, 
moisture, moistness, sogginess, wateriness 
©the race was held in the wet rain, dnzzle. pre- 
cipitation, spray, dew. damp Q(Bnt informal) 
come on, don't be such a wet namby-pamby, weak- 
ling, milksop, Milquetoast, baby, coward, mfor - 
mal wimp, weed, drip, sissy, softie, chicken, 
scaredy-cat, Bnt informal big girl’s blouse. N Amer 
informal pantywaist, pussy 

whack ( informal) ►verb she whacked him on the 
head See strike verb sense 1 

► noun ©he got a whack with a stick See blow^ 
sense 1 © (Bnt ) everyone will get their whack See 
share noun 

Whale ► noun. See list at cetacean 

wharf ► noun quay, pier, dock, berth, landing, 
jetty, harbour, dockyard, manna 

whatsit ► noun ( informal) thing, so-and-so, what- 
ever it’s called, informal whatnot, doodah, what- 
d’you-call-it. what’s-its-name. thmgy. thing- 
ummy, thingamabob. thingamajig. oojamaflip, 
Bnt informal doings. N Amer informal doodad, doo- 
hickey 

wheedle ► verb coax, cajole, inveigle, induce, 
entice, charm, tempt, beguile, flatter, persuade, 
influence, win someone over, bring someone 
round, convince, prevail on. get round, informal 
sweet-talk, soft-soap 

Wheel ► noun a wagon wheel disc, hoop, nng, 
circle 

► verb O she wheeled the trolley away push, trun- 
dle. roll 0 the flock of doves wheeled round turn, 
go round, circle, orbit 

■ at/behind the wheel driving, steenng, in 
the driving seat 

wheeze ► verb the illness left her wheezing 
breathe noisily, gasp, whistle, hiss, rasp, 
croak, pant, cough 

► noun ©she still hud a slight wheeze rasp, croak, 
whistle, hiss, pant, cough 0(Brit informal) I’ve 
thought of a Imlliant wheeze See ruse 

whereabouts ► noun location, position, 
site, place, situation, spot, point, vicinity, 
home, address, locale, neighbourhood, bear- 
ings, onentation 

wherewithal ►noun money, cash, capital. 
finance(s), funds, resources, means, ability, cap- 
ability, informal dough, bread, loot, the neces- 
saiy, boodle, dibs, ducats, Bnt informal dosh, 
brass, lolly, readies, N Amer informal bucks; US in- 
formal greenbacks 

whet ►verb ©he whetted his knife on a stone 
sharpen, hone, strop, grind, file. 0 something to 
whet your appetite, stimulate, excite, arouse, 
rouse, kindle, trigger, spark, quicken, stir, in- 
spire, animate, fuel, fire, activate, tempt, gal- 
vanize. 

-opposites blunt 

Whiff ► noun © I caught a whiff of perfume : faint 
smell, trace, sniff, scent, odour, aroma Q(Bnt 
informal) there's a terrible whiff in here: stench, 
stink, smell, reek, Bnt informal pong. niff, hum, 
Scottish informal guff; N Amer informal fiink. ©the 
faintest whiff of irony trace, hint, suggestion, 
impression, suspicion, soup^on. nuance, intim- 
ation. tinge, vein, shred, whisper, air, element. 
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overtone O whiffs of smoke from the boiler puff, 
gust, flurry, breath, draught, waft 
while ► noun we chatted for a while time, spell, 
stretch, stint, span, interval, period, duration, 
phase, Bnt informal patch 

► verb tennis helped to while away the time pass, 
spend, occupy, use up, kill 

whim ► noun ©she bought it on a whim impulse, 
urge, notion, fancy, foible, caprice, conceit, va- 
gary, ciotchet, inclination © human whim ca 
priciousness, whimsy, caprice, volatility, 
fickleness, ldiosynciasy 

whimper ►verb he was whimpering in pain 
whine, cry, sob. moan, snivel, wail, groan, Bnt 
informal gnzzle 

► noun she gave a whimper of protest whine, cry, 
sob, moan, bleat, wail, groan 

whimsical ►adjective ©a whimsical sense of hu- 
mour fanciful, playful, mischievous, waggish, 
quaint, curious, droll, eccentric, quirky, idio- 
syncratic, unconventional, outlandish, queer, 
informal offbeat, freaky © the whimsical arbitrari- 
ness of autocracy volatile, capricious, fickle, 
changeable, unpredictable, variable, erratic, 
mercurial, mutable, inconstant, inconsistent, 
unstable, protean 

Whine ► noun Q the dog gave a whine whimper, 
cry. mewl, howl, yowl © the whine of the motor 
hum, drone ©a whine about the quality of service 
complaint, grouse, grumble, murmur, informal 
gripe, moan, grouch, whinge. bellyache, beef 

► verb Qu child was whining wail, whimper, cry. 
mewl. moan. howl, yowl ©the lift began to 
whine hum, drone © he’s always whining about 
something complain, grouse, grouch, grumble, 
moan, carp, mutter, murmur, informal gripe, 
bellyache, whinge 

whinge {informal) ► verb I whtnged about the wea- 
ther See whine verb sense 3 

► noun his tale is one long whmge See whine noun 
sense 3 

whip ►noun he would use a whip on his dogs 
lash, scourge, strap, belt, histoncal cat-o’-mne- 
tails 

► verb ©he whipped the boy flog, scourge, flagel- 
late, lash, strap, belt, thrash, beat, tan some- 
one’s hide ©whip the cream whisk, beat ©he 
whipped his listeners into a frenzy rouse, stir up. 
excite, galvanize, electrify, stimulate, inspire, 
fire up, get someone going, inflame, agitate, 
goad, provoke © (informal) he whipped round the 
comer See dash verb sense 1 © (informal) then he 
whipped out a revolver pull, whisk, snatch, 
pluck, jerk, informal yank, Scottish informal wheech 
Q(Bnt informal) he whipped the necklace See steal 
verb sense 1 

whlppersnapper ►noun (informal) upstart, 
stripling, informal pipsqueak, squirt, Bnt informal 
squit, N Amer informal snip 
whirl ► verb © leaves whirled in eddies of wind ro 
tate, circle, wheel, turn, revolve, orbit, spin, 
twirl, Scottish birl ©they whirled past hurry, 
race, dash, rush, run, sprint, bolt, dart, gallop, 
career, charge, shoot, hurtle, hare, fly, speed, 
scurry, informal tear, belt, pelt, scoot; Bnt informal 
bomb, N Amer informal hightail it © his mind was 
whirling spin, reel, swim. 

► noun ©a whirl of dust swirl, flurry, eddy ©the 
mad social whirl hurly-burly, activity, bustle, 
rush, flurry, fuss, turmoil, merry-go-round; infor- 


mal to-do © Laura's mind was in a whirl spin, 
daze, stupor, muddle, jumble; confusion, infor- 
mal dither © (informal) go on, give it a whirl try, 
test, informal go, shot, bash, stab 

Whirlpool ►noun ©a river full of whirlpools 
eddy, vortex, maelstrom. N Amer informal 
suckhole ©the health club has a whirlpool ja 
cuzzi, spa bath, hot tub 

whirlwind ►noun ©the building was hit by a 
whirlwind tornado, humcane, typhoon, cyc- 
lone, vortex, Austral willy-willy, N Amer informal 
twister ©a whirlwind of activity maelstrom, 
weltei. bedlam, mayhem, babel, swirl, tumult, 
hurly-burly, commotion, confusion, informal 
madhouse, N Amer three-nng circus 

► adjective a whirlwind romance rapid, lightning, 
headlong, impulsive, breakneck, meteoric, sud- 
den. swift, fast, quick, speedy, informal quickie 

whisk ► verb © the cable car will whisk you to the 
top speed, hurry, rush, sweep, hurtle, shoot. 
Scottish informal wheech ©she whisked the cloth 
away pull, snatch, pluck, tug, jerk, informal 
whip, yank. Scottish informal wheech ©he whisked 
out of sight dash, rush, race, bolt, dart, gallop, 
career, charge, shoot, hurtle, hare, fly, speed, 
zoom, scurry, scuttle, scamper, informal tear, 
belt, pelt, scoot, zip, whip ©horses whisk their 
tails flick, twitch, wave ©w'htsk the egg yolks 
whip, beat, mix 

► noun © the horse gave a whisk of its tail flick, 
twitch, wave, sweep Q blend the eggs with a 
whisk beater, mixer, blender 

whisky ► noun. See list 


Types of Whisky 


blended whisky 
bourbon 
com whisky 
grain whisky 
Irish whiskey 
malt (whisky) 


rye (whisky) 

Scotch (whisky) 
single malt (whisky) 
sour mash (whiskey) 
vatted malt (whisky) 


whisper ►verb ©Alison whispered in his ear 
murmur, mutter, mumble, speak softly, 
breathe © (poetic /literary) the wind whispered in the 
grass rustle, murmur, sigh, moan, whoosh, 
whirr, swish, blow, breathe 
-opposites roar 

► noun ©she spoke in a whisper murmur, mutter, 
mumble, low voice, undertone © (poetic /literary) 
the wind died to a whisper rustle, murmur, sigh, 
whoosh, swish ei heard a whisper that he’s left 
town rumour, story, report, speculation, in- 
sinuation, suggestion, hint, informal buzz ©not 
a whisper of interest See whit 

whit ► noun scrap, bit, speck, iota, jot, atom, 
crumb, shred, gram, mite, touch, trace, 
shadow, suggestion, whisper, suspicion, scin- 
tilla, informal smidgen, smidge 

white ► adjecttva ©a clean white bandage col 
ourless, unpigmented, bleached, natural, 
snowy, milky, chalky, lvoiy ©her face was 
white with fear pale, pallid, wan, ashen, blood- 
less, waxen, chalky, pasty, peaky, washed out, 
drained, drawn, ghostly, deathly © white hair 
snowy, grey, silver, silvery, hoaiy, gnzzled 
©the early white settlers Caucasian, European 
0 a whiter than white government, virtuous, 

moral, ethical, good, righteous, honourable, 
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reputable, wholesome, honest, upnght. up- 
standing, irreproachable, decent, worthy, 
noble, blameless, spotless, impeccable, unsul- 
lied, unblemished, uncorrupted. untainted, m- 
formal squeaky clean 
-opposites black, flond. immoral 

White-collar ►adjective clerical, profession- 
al, executive, salaned, office 

whiten ►verb make white, make pale, bleach, 
blanch, lighten, fade, Bnt Military bianco, archaic 
white 

whitewash ►noun Qthe report was a white- 
wash cover-up, camouflage, deception, facade, 
veneer, pretext Q a four-match whitewash walk 
over, rout, landslide, informal pushover, cinch, 
breeze 

-opposites expose 

► verb don't whitewash whut happened cover up, 
sweep under the carpet, hush up, suppress, 
draw a veil over, conceal, veil, obscure, keep 
secret, gloss over, downplay, soft-pedal 
-opposites expose 

whittle ► verb Qhe sat whittling a piece of wood 
pare, shave, tnm, carve, shape, model ©his 
powers were whittled away erode, wear away, eat 
away, reduce, diminish, undermine, weaken, 
subvert, compromise, impair, impede, hinder, 
cripple, disable, enfeeble, sap ©the ten teams 
have been whittled down to six reduce, cut down, 
cut back, prune, trim, slim down, pare down, 
shrink, decrease, diminish 

Whole ►adjective Qthe whole report entire, 
complete, full, unabridged, uncut ©a whole 
marble mantelpiece intact, m one piece, un- 
broken, undamaged, flawless, faultless, un- 
marked, perfect 
-opposites incomplete 

► noun 0<i single whole entity, unit, body, dis- 
crete item, ensemble ©the whole of the year 
all, every part, the lot, the sum (total) 

■ on the whole overall, all in all, all things 
considered, for the most part, in the main, in 
general, generally (speaking), as a (general) 
rule, by and large, normally, usually, more 
often than not, almost always, most of the 
time, typically, ordinarily 
wholehearted ►adjective committed, posi- 
tive, emphatic, devoted, dedicated, enthusias- 
tic, unshakeable. unswerving, unqualified, un- 
reserved, without reservations, unconditional, 
unequivocal, unmitigated, complete, full, total, 
absolute 

-opposites half-hearted 

wholesale ►adverb the images were removed 
wholesale extensively, on a large scale, compre- 
hensively, indiscriminately, without exception 
-opposites selectively 

► adjective wholesale destruction : extensive, wide- 
spread, large-scale, wide-ranging, comprehen- 
sive, total, mass, indiscriminate 
-opposites partial 

wholesome ►adjective ©wholesome food 
healthy, health-giving, healthful, good (for 
one), nutritious, nourishing, natural, uncon- 
taminated, organic. © wholesome fun moral, 
ethical, good, clean, virtuous, pure, innocent, 
chaste, uplifting, edifying, proper, correct, de- 
cent, informal squeaky clean, 
wholly ► adverb © the measures were wholly inad- 
equate : completely, totally, absolutely, entirely, 


fully, thoroughly, utterly, quite, perfectly, 
downright, in every respect, in all respects, in- 
formal one hundred per cent ©they rely wholly 
on you exclusively, only, solely, purely, alone 
whoop ► noun whoops of delight shout, cry, call, 
yell, roar, scream, shriek, screech, cheer, infor- 
mal holler 

► verb he whooped for joy shout, cry. call, yell, 
roar, scream, shnek, screech, cheer, informal hol- 
ler 

whopper ►noun ( informal) Qwhat a whopper > 
monster, brute, giant, colossus, mammoth, 
monstrosity, informal jumbo Q Joseph's story is a 
whopper See lie 1 noun 

whopping ► adjective ( informal ) See huge 
whore ► noun the whores on the street See prosti 
tute noun 

► verb ©she spent her life whonng work as a pros 
titute, sell one’s body, sell oneself, be on the 
streets, informal be on the game ©the men 
whored and drank use prostitutes, archaic 
wench 

whorehouse ► noun See brothel 
Whorl ► noun loop, toil, hoop, ring, curl, twirl, 
twist, spiral, helix 

Wicked ►adjective ©wurked deeds evil, sinful, 
immoral, wrong, morally wrong, wrongful, 
bad, iniquitous, corrupt, black-hearted, base, 
mean, vile, villainous, nefarious, erring, foul, 
monstrous, shocking, outrageous, atrocious, 
abominable, reprehensible, hateful, detestable, 
despicable, odious, contemptible, horrible, 
heinous, egregious, execrable, fiendish, vicious, 
murderous, barbarous, criminal illicit, unlaw- 
ful, illegal, lawless, felonious, dishonest, un- 
scrupulous, Law malfeasant, informal crooked, Bnt 
informal beastly, dated dastardly, rare peccable 
Qthe wind was wicked disagreeable, unpleas- 
ant. foul, bad. nasty, irksome, tioublesome, an 
noying, irritating, displeasing, uncomfortable, 
hateful, detestable ©u wicked sense of humoui 
mischievous, playful, naughty, impish, roguish, 
arch, puckish, cheeky © {informal) Sophie makes 
wicked cakes See excellent 
-opposites virtuous. 

wickedness ► noun evil-doing, evil, sm, sin- 
fulness. iniquity, vileness, baseness, badness, 
wrongdoing, dishonesty, unscrupulousness, 
roguery, villainy, wciousness, degeneracy, de- 
pravity, immorality, vice, corruption, corrupt- 
ness, devilry, fiendishness. Law malfeasance, in- 
formal crookedness, formal turpitude 
Wide ► adjective © a wide river broad, exten- 
sive, spacious, vast, spread out ©their mouths 
were wide with shock fully open, agape, wide 
open Qa wide range of opinion comprehensive, 
ample, broad, extensive, large, laige-scale, 
wide-ranging, exhaustive, general, all-inclusive 
©his shot was wide off target, off the mark, 
wide of the mark/target, inaccurate 
-opposites narrow 

► adverb Qhe opened his eyes wide fully, to the 
fullest/ furthest extent, as far/much as possible 
Qhe shot wide off target, wide of the mark/ 
target, inaccurately 

Wide awake ►adjective fully awake, coiv 

scious. sleepless, insomniac, archaic watchful 
-opposites asleep 

wide-eyed ►adjective Qthe whole class was 
wide-eyed, staring in amazement, goggle-eyed. 
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open-mouthed, dumbstruck, amazed, surprised, 
astonished, astounded, stunned, staggered, in- 
formal flabbergasted, Bnt informal gobsmacked. 
0 wide-eyed visitors innocent, naive, impres- 
sionable, ingenuous, childlike, credulous, trust- 
ing, unquestioning, unsophisticated, gullible 

widen ► verb Q a proposal to widen the motorway 
broaden, make/become wider, open up/out, 
expand, extend, enlarge 0 the Party must widen 
its support increase, augment, boost, swell, en- 
large 

wide open ► adjective Qhis eyes were wide 
open fully open, open wide, agape 0 the cham- 
pionship is wide open unpredictable, uncertain, 
unsure, in the balance, up in the air; informal 
anyone's guess 0 they were wide open to attacks- 
vulnerable, exposed, unprotected, defenceless, 
undefended, at nsk. in danger 

Widespread * adjective general, extensive, 
universal, common, global, worldwide, inter- 
national. omnipresent, ubiquitous, across the 
board, predominant, prevalent, rife, broad, 
rampant, pervasive 
-opposites limited 

width ► noun O the width of the river wideness, 
breadth, broadness, thickness, span, diameter, 
girth Qthe width of experience required ■ range, 
breadth, compass, scope, span, scale, extent, 
extensiveness, comprehensiveness 
-opposites length, narrowness 

wtold ► verb Qhe was wielding a sword bran 
dish, flourish, wave, swing, use. employ, han 
die Qhe has wielded power since 1972 exercise, 
exert, hold, maintain, command, control 

Wife ► noun spouse, partner, mate, consort, 
woman, helpmate, helpmeet, bride, informal old 
lady, wifey, better half, missus, Bnt informal 
other half, her indoors, trouble and strife 

-RELATED TERMS UXOTial 

wiggle ►verb jiggle, wriggle, twitch, shimmy, 
joggle, wag. wobble, shake, twist, squirm, 
writhe, informal waggle 

Wild ►adjective Qwild animals untamed, un- 
domesticated, feral, fierce, ferocious, savage 
©wild flowers : uncultivated, native, indigen- 
ous, Qwild tribes, primitive, uncivilized, uncul- 
tured, savage, barbarous, barbaric Qwtld Ml 
country uninhabited, unpopulated, unculti- 
vated; rugged, rough, inhospitable, desolate, 
barren. 00 wQd ni^it. stormy, squally, tempes- 
tuous, turbulent, boisterous Qher wild black 
hair dishevelled, tousled, tangled, windswept, 
untidy, unkempt. N Amer mussed up 0 wild be- 
haviour uncontrolled, unrestrained, out of 
control, undisciplined, unruly, rowdy, disorder- 
ly, riotous ©wild with excitement’ very excited, 
delirious, in a frenzy; tumultuous, passionate, 
vehement, unrestrained. Q (informal) I was wild 
with jealousy: distraught, frantic, beside one- 
self, in a frenzy, hysterical, deranged, berserk. 
Informal mad. crazy. CD {informal) Hank went wild 
when he found out See furious sense 1 
CD {informal) his family weren’t wild about me: very 
keen, very enthusiastic, enamoured, infatuated, 
smitten; informal crazy, mad, nutty/nuts CD M’s 
wild schemes: madcap, ridiculous, ludicrous, fool- 
ish, stupid, foolhardy, idiotic, absurd, silly, ill- 
considered. senseless, nonsensical; impractical, 
impracticable, unworkable; informal crazy, crack- 


pot. cock-eyed. CD a wild guess, random, arbi- 
trary, haphazard, uninformed. 

-opposites tame, cultivated, calm, disciplined 

■ run wild O the garden had run wild: grow un 
checked, grow profusely, run riot ©the chil- 
dren are running wild run amok, run riot, get 
out of control, be undisciplined 

Wilderness ►noun Qthe Siberian wilderness 
wilds, wastes, inhospitable region, desert. Qa 
litter-strewn wilderness’ wasteland. 
wildlife ► noun (wild) animals, fauna 
wilds ►plural noun remote areas, wilderness, 
backwoods, N Amer backcountry, backland, 
Austral /NZ outback, bush, backblocks, booay; N 
Amer informal boondocks, tall timbers 
wiles ► plural noun tricks, ruses, ploys, 
schemes, dodges, manoeuvres, subterfuges, ar- 
tifices; guile, artfulness, cunning, craftiness 

wilful ► adjective Qwij/iil destructum deliberate, 
intentional, done on purpose, premeditated, 
planned, conscious 0 a wilful child head 
strong, strong-willed, obstinate, stubborn, 
pig-headed, recalcitrant, uncooperative, ob- 
streperous, ungovernable, unmanageable; Bnt 
informal bloody-minded, bolshie. N Amer informal 
balky; formal refractory, archaic froward, contu- 
macious 

-opposites accidental, amenable 
will 1 ► verb accidents will happen have a ten 
dency to, are bound to. do 
will 2 ► noun O the will to succeed determination, 
will power, strength of character, resolution, 
resolve, resoluteness, smgle-mindedness, pur 
posefulness, dnve, commitment, dedication, 
doggedness, tenacity, tenaciousness, staying 
power Qthey stayed against their will desire. 
wish, preference, inclination, intention, intent 
Q God’s wtll wish, desire, decision, choice, de- 
cree. command Qhts father’s will (last will 
and) testament 

► verb Qdo what you will want, wish, please, 
see/think fit, think best, like, choose, prefer 
QGod willed it decree, order, ordain, com- 
mand. Qshe willed the money to her husband be 
queath, leave, hand down, pass on, settle on. 
Law devise. 

■ at will as one pleases, as one thinks fit, to 
suit oneself, at whim 

Willing ►adjective Ql’m willing to give it a try 
ready, prepared, game, disposed, inclined, of a 
mind, minded; happy, glad, pleased, agreeable, 
amenable 0 willing help readily given, willing- 
ly given, ungrudging 
-opposites reluctant 

willingly ►adverb voluntarily, of one’s own 
free will, of one’s own accord, readily, without 
reluctance, ungrudgingly, cheerfully, happily, 
gladly, with pleasure 

willingness ►noun readiness, inclination, 
will, wish, desire 

willowy ►adjective tall, slim, slender, svelte, 
lissom, sylphlike, long-limbed, graceful, lithe; 
informal slinky. 

will power ► noun. See will 2 noun sense 1. 
willy-nilly ►adverb Qcars were parked willy- 
nil ly: haphazardly, at random, randomly. Qwe 
are, willy-nilly, in a new situation: whether one 
likes it or not, of necessity; informal like it or 
lump it; formal perforce, nolens volens. 
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Wilt ►vert) Qthe roses had begun to wilt droop, 
sag, become limp, flop; wither, shnvel (up) 
©wfltmg in the heat* languish, flag, droop, be- 
come listless. ©Shelley's happy mood wilted 
fade, ebb, wane, evaporate, melt away 
-opposites flourish 

Wily ►adjective shrewd, clever, sharp, sharp- 
witted, astute, canny, smart, crafty, cunning, 
artftil, sly, scheming, calculating, devious, mfor- 
mal tncky, foxy; archaic subtle 
-opposites naive 

wimp ►noun (informal) coward, namby-pamby, 
milksop, weakling, informal dnp, sissy, weed, 
pansy, scaredy-cat, chicken, Brrt informal wet, 
mummy’s boy, big girl’s blouse. N Amer informal 
cupcake, pantywaist, wuss, pussy. Austral /NZ in- 
formal sook, archaic poltroon 
win ►verb ©Steve won the race be the victor in, 
be the winner of. come first in. take first pnze 
in. triumph in, be successful in ©she was de- 
termined to win come first, be the winner, be 
victonous, carry/win the day, come out on top. 
succeed, triumph, prevail ©he won a cash pnze 
secure, gain, collect, pick up, walk away/off 
with, carry off, informal land, net. bag. scoop 
Q Ilona won his heart captivate, steal 
-opposites lose 

► noun a 3-0 win victory, triumph, conquest 
-opposites defeat 

■ win someone round/over persuade, talk 
round, convince, sway, prevail on 

wince ► v#fb he winced at the pain grimace, pull 
a face, flinch, blench, start 

► noun a wince of pain grimace, flinch, start 
wind 1 ► noun ©the trees were swaymg in the 

wtnd breeze, current of air, gale, hurricane; in- 
formal blow, poetic I literary zephyr See lists ©Jez 
got his wind back breath, informal puff ©you do 
talk a lot of wtnd See hot air ©flatulence, 
gas, formal flatus © music for piano and wind See 
list 

-related terms aeolian 

■ get wind of ( informal) hear about/of. learn of. 
find out about, be told about, be informed of. 
informal hear something on the grapevine 

■ In the wind on the way. coming, about to 
happen, in the offing, m the air, on the hori- 
zon. approaching, looming, brewing, afoot, in- 
formal on the cards 

■ put the wind up someone (Brit informal) 
scare, frighten, make afraid, make nervous, 
throw into a panic, alarm 

Wind 2 ►verb ©the road winds up the mountain 
twist (and turn), bend, curve, loop, zigzag, 
weave, snake g he wound a towel around his 
waist: wrap, furl, entwine, lace. ©Anne wound 
the wool into a ball: coil, roll, twist, twine 

■ wind down Q (informal) he needed to wind 
down : relax, unwind, calm down, cool down/ 
off, ease up/off, take it easy, rest, put one’s 
feet up; N Amer informal hang loose, chill (out) 
©the campaign was winding down draw to a 
close, come to an end. tail off, slacken) off. 
slow down 

■ wind something down bring to a close/ 
end, wind up, close down. 

■ wind up (informal) end up. finish up. find one- 
self, land up; informal fetch up. 

■ wind tonwont up 0(Brit Informal) Katie was 
Just winding me up: tease, make fun of. chaff, in- 
formal take the mickey out of, send up. rib, josh. 


kid, have on, pull someone's leg, N Amer infor- 
mal pull someone’s chain; Austral fNZ informal poke 
mullock at G David was winding him up on pur- 
pose annoy, anger, lmtate. exasperate, get on 
someone’s nerves, provoke, goad, Bnt rub up 
the wrong way; informal aggravate, nie. niggle, 
bug, put someone’s back up, get up someone's 
nose, hack off. Bnt informal nark, N Amer informal 
nde 

■ wind something up ©Richard wound up the 
meeting ■ conclude, bnng to an end/close, end, 
terminate, informal wrap up ©the company has 
been wound up' close (down), dissolve, put into 
liquidation 

Local Winds 


WIND 


LOCATION 


berg wind 

bise 

bora 

brickfielder 

buran 

Cape doctor 
chinook 
Etesian 
fOhn/foehn 
ghibti 
haboob 
harmattan 
khamsin 
levanter 
libeccio 
maestrale 
meltemi 
mistral 
monsoon 
nor'wester 
pampero 
Perth doctor 
shamal 
simoom/ 
simoon/samid 
sirocco 

sotano 

southerly buster 
tramontana 

wet chinook 
wllliwaw 
willy-willy 
zonda 


South Africa 

central Europe 

central Europe 

Australia 

central Asia 

western South Africa 

eastern Rockies, North America 

eastern Mediterranean 

northern Alps 

North Africa 

North Africa 

West Africa 

Egypt 

Mediterranean 
western Italy 
Mediterranean 
eastern Mediterranean 
southern France 
South Asia 
New Zealand 
South Amenca 

Persian Gulf 
Arabia 

North Africa and southern 
Europe 
Spain 

SE Australia 
Italy and western 
Mediterranean 
north-western USA 
USA and Canada 
NW Australia 
Argentina 


Beaufort Scale 


0 

calm 

1 

light air 

2 

light breeze 

3 

gentle breeze 

4 

moderate breeze 

5 

fresh breeze 

6 

strong breeze 

7 

near grit 

$ 

9*1* 

9 

strong gate 

1* 

storm 

tl 

violent storm 

12*17 

hurricane 
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Wind Instruments 

See also brass, organ. 


alpenhom 

altohom 

bagpipes 

barrel organ 

basset horn 

bassoon 

bombarde 

clarinet 

cor anglais 

cometto 

contrabassoon 

didgeridoo 

fife 


winded O (Bnt informal) she felt a bit windy See 
anxious sense 1 
-opposites still, sheltered 

grape. 




Wine ►noun 

informal plonk. 

vino, the 

fipple flute 

piffero 

poetic /literary vintage See lists 


flageolet 

pipe 

-REIATED TERMS VinOUS, OenO- 

flute 

racket 




harmonica 

recorder 




heckelphone 

reed pipe 

Dessert Wines 


kazoo 

sarrusophone 




krummhom 

saxophone 

Bual 

Marsala 

muscatel 

lysarden 

serpent 

canary wine 

Monbazlllac 

Sauternes 

meiodica 

shawm 

Grenache 

moscato 

Serclal 

mouth organ 

stock-and-hom 

hanepoot 

muscat 

Verdelho 

oboe 

tin whistle 

jereplgo 

Muscat de 

vin de paille 

ocarina 

whistle 

Madeira 

Beaumes- 

vin santo 

piccolo 


malmsey 

de-Vemse 



winded ►adjective out of breath, breathless, 
gasping for breath, panting, puffing, puffed 
out. informal out of puff 

windfall ► noun bonanza, jackpot, pennies 
from heaven 

Winding ► noun the windings of the stream 
twist, turn, turning, bend, loop, curve, zigzag, 
meander 

► adjective the winding country roads twisting and 
turning, meandering, windy, twisty, bending, 
curving, zigzag, zigzagging, serpentine, sinu- 
ous, snaking 
-opposites straight 
window ► noun See list 


Windows 

bay window 

bow window 

bullseye 

casement 

Catherine wheel 

clerestory window 

compass window 

deadlight 

dormer window 

double-hung window 

embrasure 

fanlight 

fenestella 

French window 

gable window 

garret window 

grisaille 

guichet 

Jesse window 

lancet window 

lattice window 

leaded light 

lucame 

lunette 


mullion/mullioned 

window 

oculus 

oeil-de-boeuf 
opera window 
oriel window 
oval window 
Palladian window 
picture window 
porthole 
quarter-light 
roof light 
rose window 
roundel 
sash window 
sidelight 
skylight 
squint 

stained-glass window 
storm window 
top light 
transom window 
viewport 
wheel window 


Windpipe ► noun trachea, pharynx, throat 
windswept ►adjective O the windswept moors 
exposed, bleak, bare, desolate ©hi s windswept 
hair dishevelled, tousled, unkempt, wind- 
blown, untidy, N Amer mussed up 
Windy ► adjective Q a windy day breezy, blowy, 
fresh, blusteiy, gusty, wild, stormy, squally, 
tempestuous, boisterous ©a windy hillside 
windswept, exposed, open to the elements, 
bare, bleak Q {informal) windy speeches See long- 


Wine Bottles 


BOTTLE CAPACITY (IN NORMAL BOTTLES) 


magnum 2 

jeroboam 4 

rehoboam 6 

methuselah 8 

Salmanazar 12 

balthazar 16 


nebuchadnezzar 20 


Wing ► noun O a bird's wings poetic/ literary pinion 
© the east wing of the house part, section, side, 
annexe, extension. N Amer ell ©th t- radical 
wmg of the party faction, camp, caucus, arm, 
branch, group, section, set, coterie, cabal 

► verb ©u seagull winged its way over the sea fly, 
glide, soar ©the bomb winged past hurtle, 
speed, shoot, whizz, zoom, streak, fly ©she 
was shot at and winged wound, graze, hit 

■ wing it ( informal ) improvise, play it by ear, ex- 
temporize, ad lib, informal busk it 

Wink ► verb ©he winked an eye at her blink, flut- 
ter. bat ©the diamond winked in the moonlight 
sparkle, twinkle, flash, glitter, gleam, shine, 
scintillate 

► noun a wink of light glimmer, gleam, glint, flash, 
flicker, twinkle, sparkle 

■ in the wink of an eye ( informal) very quickly, 
very soon, m a second, in a moment, in a trice, 
in a flash, in an instant, in no time at all, N 
Amer momentarily, informal m a jiffy, in two 
shakes (of a lamb’s tail), m a sec, in the blink 
of an eye; Bnt informal in a tick, in a mo, N Amer 
informal m a snap 

■ wink at turn a blind eye to, close one’s eyes 
to, ignore, overlook, disregard, connive at, con- 
done, tolerate 

winkle 

■ winkle something out worm out, pnse out, 
dig out, extract, draw out. obtain, get 

Winner ►noun victor, champion, conqueror, 
vanquisher, hero, medallist, Bnt victor lu- 
dorum, informal champ, top dog 
-opposites loser 

Winning ► adjective o the winning team : victori 
ous, successful, triumphant, vanquishing, con- 
quering, first, top. ©a winning smile: engaging, 
charming, appealing, endearing, sweet, cute, 
winsome, attractive, pretty, prepossessing, 
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WnH Mill lilpC VtntCMS 

See oho sherry. 


white wines 

ANO CMKS 

Atlgotfi 

Asti 

Auslese 

Barsac 

Beerenauslese 

Blanc de Manes 

Blanc Fum* 

Bourgogne Blanc 

Bucelas 

Burgundy 

Catawba 

Chablis 

Champagne 

Chardonnay 

Chasselas 

Chenln Blanc 

Clalrette 

Colombard 

Condrieu 

Cava 

Cr4mant 

EisweJn 

Entre-deux-Mers 

Frascati 

Furmfnt 

Cavi 

Gewfrztraminer 

Craves 

CrOner Veftllner 

HArsJevelO 

Heurfger 

Hock 

Kemer 

johannisberg 

Juran^on 

Kabinett 

Uebfraumllch 

Lutomer Riesling 

MScon 


Mteon Villages 

Sendai 

BarMo 

Maibec 

Mafvasta Bianca 

Seyvaj Blanc 

Beabjolais 

Mafeasla 

Mafvohle 

Soave 

Beaune 

Malvoide Rouge 

Manseng 

Spttlese 

BlaufrlnMsd)/ 

Mammolo 

Marsanne 

Spumante 

K6kfcanko$ 

Mandctaria 

Mauzac 

Steen 

tlauer Portugteser 

Manseng 

Meursault 

Sylvaner 

Bourgogne Rouge 

Margaux 

Mtoervois 

Symphony 

BourgueH 

Mtdoc 

Montrachet 

TocaMHulano 

BrouWy 

Merlot 

Moselle 

Tokay 

BnjneRode 

Meunler 

Morio-Muskat 

Traminer 

Montaldno 

Montepuldano 

MOHer-Thurgau or 

TrebMano 

Bull’s Blood 

Mourv*dre 

Rfvaner 

Trockenbeerenauslese 

Burgundy 

Nebblolo 

MuscadeHe 

Ventejo 

Cabernet Franc 

Negroamoro 

Muscadet 

Vefdetho 

Cabernet, 

Nuits St George 

Muscat 

Verdetlo 

Sauvlgnon 

Pauttlac 

d'Alexandrfe 

Venflcchlo 

Carema 

Plnot Noir 

Muscat Blanc 

Verduzzo 

Carlgnan 

Plnotage 

Muscatel 

Vermentino 

Cahors 

Pomeroi 

Nierstelner 

Vemaccia 

Chianti 

Pommard 

Otvieto 

Vemaccia dl San 

Gnsaut 

Rioja 

Palomino 

Gimignano 

claret 

Rofosco 

Pedro Ximenez 

VRIard 

Concord 

Saint&nifion 

Plesporter 

Vlnho Verde 

Corvfna 

Satnt-Est&phe 

Plnot Blanc 

Vlognler 

Cdtes du Rhdne 

Sangtovese 

Plnot Crigio 

Viura 

Crozes-Hermltage 

Shkaz/Syrah 

Pou%-fufss£ 

Vouvray 

Mo 

Tempranrio 

Pouffly-Fume 

WdsduiesKng or 

Doketto 

ValdepeAas 

Retsina 

OlaszRizHng or 

Faugtres 

ValpoNcetta 

Riesling 

Laskl Riztlng 

Fitcni 

Vino Nobile dl 

Rioja 


Fleurle 

Montepuldano 

Roussette 

BCD WINES AND 

GaWac 

Zkrfandef 

Rueda 

CRAPIS 

Gattlnara 

Zweigeh or Biauer 

sack 

Aleatico 

Camay 

Zweigelt 

Sancerre 

Amarone 

Gevrey- 


Saumur 

Aramon 

ChambertJn 

ROSE WINES 

Sauvignon 

Bandoi 

Qgondas 

Ros4 d’Anjou 

Scheurebe 

Banyuh 

Graves 

Rose de Syrah 

Scuppemong 

Barbera 

Grenache 

Tavel 

Sekt 

Barbaresco 

Grignokno 


semRton 

Bardollno 

Lambrusco 



fetching, lovely, adorable, delightful, disarm- 
ing, captivating, dated taking 

winnings * plural noun prize money, gains, 
prize, booty, spoils; proceeds, profits, takings, 
purse 

winnow ► verb separate (out), divide, sort 
out, sift out, filter out, isolate, find, identify, 
remove, get rid of 

Winsome ► adjective. See winning sense 2 

wintry * adjective O wintry weather, bleak, cold, 
chilly, chill, frosty, freezing, icy, snowy, arctic, 
glacial, bitter, raw, informal nippy, Bnt informal 
parky. ©a wintry smile* unfriendly, unwelcom- 
ing, cool. cold, frosty, frigid 
-opposites summery, warm. 

wipe ►verb ©Beth wiped the table' rub, mop. 
sponge, swab; clean, diy, polish © he wiped the 
maths off the window: rub off. clean off, clear 
up, remove, get rid of. take off, erase, efface 
©she wiped the memory from her mind : obliter- 
ate, expunge, erase, blot out, blank out. 

► noun he gave the table a wipe: rub, mop. sponge, 
swab; clean, polish. 


■ wipe someone/something out destroy. 
annihilate, eradicate, eliminate; slaughter, mas- 
sacre, kill, exterminate, demolish, raze to the 
ground; informal take out, zap, N Amer informal 
waste, poetic I literary slay 

wirs ► noun cable, lead, flex. 

Wiry ► adjective ©a wiry man sinewy, tough, 
athletic, strong; lean, spare, thin, stnngy, 
skinny ©wiry hair, coarse, rough, strong; 
curly, wavy 

-opposites flabby, smooth 

Wisdom ►noun ©we questioned the wisdom of 
the decision, sagacity, intelligence, sense, com- 
mon sense, shrewdness, astuteness, smartness, 
judiciousness, judgement, prudence, circum- 
spection; logic, rationale, rationality, sound- 
ness. advisability, ©the wisdom of the East. 
knowledge, learning, erudition, scholarship, 
philosophy; lore 
-opposites folly. 

wlOO ► adfocttve a wise old man: sage, sagacious, 
intelligent, clever, learned, knowledgeable, en- 
lightened; astute, smart, shrewd, sharp-witted, 
canny, knowing; sensible, prudent, discerning, 
judicious, perceptive, insightful, perspicacious; 
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rational, logical, sound, sane; Brit informal fly, for- 
mal sapient 
-opposites foolish. 

■ put someone wIm (informal) tell, inform, 
notify, appnse, make aware, put in the picture, 
fill in, warn, alert; informal clue m/up, tip off. 

■ wise to ( informal) aware of, familiar with, ac- 
quainted with, formal cognizant of. 

wisecrack ► noun ( informal) joke, witticism, 
quip, jest, sally, pun. bon mot; informal crack, 
gag, funny, one-liner 

wish ► vtrb QI wished for power, desire, want, 
hope for, covet, dream of, long for, yearn for, 
crave, hunger for, lust after; aspire to, set one's 
heart on, seek, fancy, hanker after, informal have 
a yen for, itch for, archaic be desirous of © they 
can do as they wish want, desire, feel inclined, 
feel like, care, choose, please, think fit 01 
wish you to send them a message want, desire, re- 
quire QI wished him farewell bid. 

► noun Qhis wish to own a Mercedes desire, long- 
ing. yearning, inclination, urge, whim, craving, 
hunger, hope, aspiration, aim, ambition, 
dream, informal hankering, yen. itch ©her par- 
ents’ wishes- request, requirement, bidding, in- 
struction, direction, demand, order, command; 
want, desire, will, poetic /literary behest 

wishy-washy ► adjective O he's so wishy-washy 
feeble, ineffectual, weak, vapid, effete, spine- 
less, limp, namby-pamby, spiritless, indecisive; 
informal wet, pathetic © wishy-washy soup 
watery, weak, thin, tasteless, flavourless, in- 
sipid. 0 a wishy-washy colour pale, insipid, pal- 
lid. muted. 

-opposites strong, tasty, vibrant 
Wisp ► noun strand, tendnl, lock; scrap, shred, 
thread 

wispy ► adjective thin, fine, feathery, flyaway 

wistful ► adjective nostalgic, yearning, long- 
ing, plaintive, regretful, rueful, melancholy, 
mournful, pensive, reflective, contemplative 
wit ► noun ©he needed all his wits to escape intel , 
ligence. shrewdness, astuteness, cleverness, 
canniness, (common) sense, wisdom, sagacity, 
judgement, acumen, insight, brains, mind, infor- 
mal nous, gumption, savvy, horse sense; Brit in- 
formal common, N Amer informal smarts ©my 
sparkling wit: wittiness, humour, funniness, 
drollery, repartee, badinage, banter, wordplay, 
jokes, witticisms, quips, puns 0 she’s such a wit 
comedian, humorist, comic, joker, jokester; in- 
formal wag; informal, dated card, caution. 

witch ► noun O the witch cost a spell, sorceress, 
enchantress, hex; Wiccan; archaic pythoness. 
© (informal) she’s a right old witch hag, crone, 
harpy, hamdan, she-devil; informal battleaxe 

witchcraft ► noun sorcery, (black) magic, 
witching, witchery, wizardry, thaumaturgy, 
spells, incantations; Wicca; Irish pishogue. 

witch doctor ► noun medicine man, shaman, 
healer. 

With ► preposition accompanied by, escorted by; 
alongside, in addition to, as well as. 

withdraw ► verb ©she withdrew her hand from 
his: remove, extract, pull out, take out; take 
back, take away, ©the ban on advertising was 
withdrawn : abolish, cancel, lift, set aside, end, 
stop, remove, reverse, revoke, rescind, repeal, 
annul, void, ©she withdrew the allegation: re- 


tract, take back, go back on. recant, disavow, 
disclaim, repudiate, renounce; back down, 
climb down, backtrack, back-pedal, do a U- 
tum, eat one’s words. Qthe troops withdrew from 
the city • leave, pull out of, evacuate, quit, re- 
treat from. 0 his partner withdrew from the pro- 
ject. pull out of, back out of, bow out of. get 
cold feet Qthey withdrew to their rooms retire, 
retreat, adjourn, decamp, leave, depart, absent 
oneself, formal repair, dated remove, poetic/ literary 
betake oneself 

-opposites insert, introduce, deposit, enter 
withdrawal ► noun O the withdrawal of subsid- 
ies removal, abolition, cancellation, discon- 
tinuation, termination, elimination ©the with- 
drawal of the troops- departure, pull-out, exit, 
exodus, evacuation, retreat 
withdrawn ► adjective introverted, unsoci- 
able. inhibited, uncommunicative, unforthcom- 
mg, quiet, reticent, reserved, retiring, private, 
reclusive, shy, timid, aloof; informal stand-offish 
-opposites outgoing 

Wither ► vtrb Qthe flowers withered in the sun 
shrivel (up), dry up; wilt, droop, go limp, fade, 
perish ©the muscles in his leg withered waste 
(away), shrivel (up), shrink, atrophy ©her con- 
fidence withered diminish, dwindle, shrink, less- 
en, fade, ebb, wane, evaporate, disappear 
-opposites thrive, grow 

Withering ►adjective scornful, contemptu- 
ous. scathing, stinging, devastating, humiliat- 
ing. mortifying 
-opposites adminng. 

Withhold ►verb ©he withheld the information 
hold back, keep back, refuse to give, retain, 
hold on to, hide, conceal, keep secret, informal 
sit on ©she could not withhold her tears sup 
press, repress, hold back, fight back, choke 
back, control, check, restrain, contain 
Within ►preposition ©within the prison walls in 
side, in. enclosed by. surrounded by, within 
the bounds of. within the confines of © within 
a few hours in less than, in under, in no more 
than, after only 
-opposites outside 

Without ►preposition © thousands were without 
food lacking, short of. deprived of. in need of, 
wanting, needmg, requiring. ©/ don’t want to 
go without you unaccompanied by, unescorted 
by, in the absence of. 

withstand ► verb resist, weather, survive, en- 
dure, cope with, stand, tolerate, bear, defy, 
brave, hold out against, bear up against; stand 
up to. face, confront 

wltlOSS ►adjective foolish, stupid, unintelli- 
gent. idiotic, brainless, mindless; fatuous, 
inane, half-baked, empty-headed, slow-witted, 
informal thick, birdbrained, pea-brained, dopey, 
dim, dim-witted, half-witted, dippy, lame 
brained, wooden-headed; Bnt. informal daft; Scot- 
tish & N English informal glaikit; N Amer informal 
dumb-ass. 

witnoSS ► noun ©witnesses claimed that he start- 
ed die fight: observer, onlooker, eyewitness, 
spectator, viewer, watcher, bystander, passer- 
by. ©a whisky bottle was the only witness of his 
mood: evidence, indication, proof, testimony. 

► vtrb ©who witnessed the incident? bee, observe, 
watch, view, notice, spot; be present at, attend; 
poetic /literary behold, ©the win is correctly wit- 
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nessed: countersign, sign, endorse, validate. N 
Amer notarize, ©hts writings witness an inner 
toughness: attest to. testify to. bear witness to. 
confirm, evidence, prove, verify, corroborate, 
substantiate, show, demonstrate, indicate, re' 
veal, bespeak 

witter ► verb ( Bnt . informal) See gabble verb 
witticism ► noun joke, quip, jest, pun, play 
on words, bon mot, informal one-liner, gag. 
funny, crack, wisecrack. 

witty ► adjective humorous, amusing, droll, 
funny, comic, comical: jocular, facetious, wag- 
gish, sparkling, scintillating, entertaining, 
clever, quick-witted 

wizard ► noun Q the wizard cast a spell over them 
sorcerer, warlock, magus, (black) magician, 
enchanter, archaic mage ©a financial wizard, ge 
nius. expert, master, virtuoso, maestro, marvel, 
Wunderkind, informal hotshot, demon, whizz- 
kid, buff, pro. ace, Bnt informal dab hand, N Amer 
informal maven 

Wizardry ► noun sorcery, witchcraft, witch- 
ery, witching, (black) magic, enchantment, 
spells, charms. Insh pishogue 
wizened ►adjective wrinkled, lined, creased, 
shrivelled (up), withered, weather-beaten, 
shrunken, gnarled 

wobble ►verb Qthe table wobbled rock, teeter, 
jiggle, sway, see-saw, shake ©he wobbled across 
to the door teeter, totter, stagger, lurch ©her 
voice wobbled tremble, shake, quiver, quaver, 
waver ©/or a few days the minister wobbled * hesi 
tate, vacillate, waver, dither, shilly-shally, blow 
hot and cold. Scottish s wither 
► noun ©she stood up with a wobble totter, tee- 
ter, sway ©the operatic wobble in her voice 
tremor, quiver, quaver, trembling, vibrato 
wobbly ► adjective Qa wobbly table unsteady, 
unstable, shaky, rocky, nckety. unsafe, precar- 
ious. uneven, unbalanced, informal wonky ©her 
legs were a bit wobbly shaky, quivery, weak, un- 
steady, informal trembly, like jelly © I feel so wob- 
bly. faint, dizzy, light-headed, giddy, weak (at 
the knees), groggy, muzzy, infomnal woozy 
-opposites stable 

WOO ►noun Qa tale of woe misery, sorrow, dis- 
tress, wretchedness, sadness, unhappiness, 
heartache, heartbreak, despondency, despair, 
depression, gloom, melancholy, adversity, mis- 
fortune. disaster, suffering, hardship, poetic/ 
literary dolour. © financial woes trouble, diffi- 
culty. problem, trial, tribulation, misfortune, 
setback, reverse. 

-opposites joy. 

WOObogone ► adjective sad. unhappy, miser- 
able, dejected, disconsolate, forlorn, crestfallen, 
downcast, glum, gloomy, doleful, downhearted, 
despondent, melancholy, sorrowful, mournful, 
woeful, depressed, wretched, desolate, informal 
down in the mouth, down in the dumps, blue 
-opposites cheerful 

WO*ful ► adjective Qher face was woeful. See 
woebegone, ©a woeful tale: tragic, sad, miser- 
able, cheerless, gloomy, sony, pitiful, pathetic, 
traumatic, depressing, heartbreaking, heart- 
rending. tear-jerking, ©the team’s woeful per- 
formance: dreadful, awful, terrible, atrocious, 
disgraceful, deplorable, shameftil, hopeless, 
lamentable: substandard, poor, inadequate, in- 
ferior, unsatisfactory; informal rotten, appalling, 


crummy, pathetic, pitiful, lousy, abysmal, dire. 
Bnt informal duff, chronic, rubbish. 

-opposites cheerful, excellent 
wolf ► noun. See list 

► verb devour, gobble (up), guzzle, gulp down, 
bolt, informal put away, demolish, shovel down, 
scoff (down), get outside of, Bnt informal gollop; 
N Amer informal scarf (down/up), snarf (down/ 
up) 

Wolves and 

African wild dog 
bush dog 
Cape hunting dog 
coyote 
dhole 
dingo 

dire wolf (extinct) 
golden jackal 
grey wolf 

wolfish ►adjective ( informal) lascivious, lecher- 
ous, lustful, predatory, rapacious 
woman ►noun Qa woman got out of the car 
lady, girl, female, matron, Scottish & N English 
lass, lassie, Insh colleen, informal chick, girlie, 
filly, biddy, Bnt informal bird. Scottish & N English 
mfonnal wifie, N Amer informal sister, dame, broad, 
gal, jane. Austral /NZ informal sheila, poetic/ literary 
maid, maiden, damsel, archaic wench, gentle- 
woman ©he found himself a new woman girl 
friend, sweetheart, partner, significant other, 
inamorata, lover, mistress, fiancee, wife, 
spouse, informal bird, fancy woman, missus, bet- 
ter half, Bnt informal other half, Dutch, trouble 
and strife. Insh informal mot, N Amer informal 
squeeze, dated lady fnend, lady-love, archaic 
leman 

-related terms female, gynaeco- 
WOmanhOOd ►noun Qshe was on the brink of 
womanhood adulthood, maturity; poetic/ literary 
muliebrity ©she's an ideal of womanhood 
womanliness, femininity © the stereotype of So- 
viet womanhood women, womenfolk, woman- 
kind, womenkind, woman, the female sex 
womanish ► adjective effeminate, girlish, 
girly, unmanly, unmascuhne 
-opposites manly 

womanizer ►noun philanderer, Casanova. 
Don Juan, Romeo. Lothano, ladies' man. play- 
boy, seducer, rake, rou£, libertine, lecher infor- 
mal skirt-chaser, lady killer, lech 
womankind ►noun women, woman, the fe- 
male sex, womenkind. womanhood, women- 
folk 

womanly ►adjective Q womanly virtues' femi- 
nine . female: archaic feminal. Qher womanly fig- 
ure' voluptuous, curvaceous, shapely, ample. 
Junoesque, Rubenesque, buxom, full-figured, in- 
formal curvy, busty. 

-opposites masculine, boyish, 
wonder ► noun ©shf was speechless with wonder 
awe, admiration, wonderment, fascination; sur- 
prise, astonishment, amazement. Qthe wonders 
of nature: marvel, miracle, phenomenon, sensa- 
tion, spectacle, beauty; curiosity. See list. 

► verb Of wondered what was on her mind: ponder, 
think about, meditate on, reflect on. muse on, 
speculate about, conjecture; be curious about. 


Wild Dogs 

Jackal 

lobo 

maned wolf 
raccoon dog 
red dog 
red wolf 

Slmlen jackal/fox 
timber wolf 
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OI wonder you were so patient be surprised, 
find it surprising 0 people wondered at such 
bravery’ marvel, be amazed, be astonished, 
stand in awe, be dumbfounded, gape, goggle, 
informal be flabbergasted. 

Hie Seven Wonders of the 
World 

Pyramids of Egypt 
Colossus of Rhodes 
Hanging Cardens of Babylon 
Mausoleum of Haticamassus 
Statue of Zeus at Olympia 
Temple of Artemis at Ephesus 
Pharos of Alexandria (or, in some lists, the Walls of 
Babylon) 


wonderful ►adjective marvellous, magnifi- 
cent, superb, glonous, sublime, lovely, delight- 
fill, informal super, great, fantastic, terrific, tre- 
mendous, sensational, incredible, fabulous, fab, 
awesome, magic, ace, wicked, far out, Bnt mfor - 
mal smashing, brilliant, brill, N Amer informal 
peachy, dandy, neat. Austral /NZ informal beaut, 
bonzer, Bnt informal, dated champion, wizard, 
spiffing, topping, N Amer informal, dated swell 
-OPPOSITBS awftil 

wonky ► adjective ( Bnt informal ) Qa wonky picture 
See crooked sense 3 Q wonky stools See wob 
bly sense 1 

wont ► adjective [poetic I literary) he was wont to arise 
at 5 30- accustomed, used, given, inclined 

► noun ( formal) Paul drove fast, as was his wont’ cus 
tom, habit, way, practice, convention, rule 

wontod ► adjective (poetic /literary) customary, ha- 
bitual. usual, accustomed, familiar, normal, 
conventional, routine, common 

WOO ►verb O Richard wooed Joan, pay court to, 
pursue, chase (after); dated court, romance, seek 
the hand of, set one’s cap at, make love to, 
©the party wooed voters with promises : seek, pur- 
sue, curry favour with, try to win. tiy to at- 
tract, try to cultivate. 0an attempt to woo him 
out of retirement, entice, tempt, coax, persuade, 
wheedle, informal sweet-talk 

wood ►noun Q polished wood, timber, planks, 
planking; logs; N Amer. lumber. 0 a walk 
through the woods forest, woodland, trees, 
copse, coppice, grove, Bnt spinney, archaic 
greenwood. 

-RELATED TERMS ligneOUS. 

WOOdod ► adjacttva forested, afforested, tree- 
covered, woody; poetic /literary sylvan, bosky 

WOOdOfll ►•djscttvi Qa wooden door wood, 
timber, woody; ligneous. Q wooden acting- stilt 
ed, stiff, unnatural, awkward, leaden; dxy, flat, 
stodgy, lifeless, passionless, spiritless, soulless 
0 her face was wooden: expressionless, impas- 
sive. poker-faced, emotionless, blank, vacant, 
unresponsive. 

woodland ► noun woods, wood, forest, trees, 
archaic greenwood. 

woodwind ► noun. See list at wind 

woodwork ► noun carpentry, joinery. 

wool ►noun O sheep'* wool: fleece, hair, coat; 
floccus. 0 a sweater made of cream wool: yarn. 


■ pull tho wool ovor lomaom'i eyes (infor- 
mal) deceive, fool, trick, hoodwink, dupe, de- 
lude; informal lead up the garden path, put one 
over on, bamboozle, con 

wool-gathorlng ► noun daydreaming, 

dreaming, reverie, musing, abstraction, pre- 
occupation, absent-mindedness, forgetfulness 

woolly ►adjective Qa woolly hot. woollen, 
wool, fleecy 0 a sheep's woolly coat: fleecy, 
shaggy, hauy, fluffy, flocculent ©woolly gener- 
alizations. vague, ill-defined, hazy, unclear, 
fuzzy, blurry, foggy, nebulous, imprecise, in- 
exact, indefinite; confused, muddled. 

► noun ( informal ) sweater, pullover, jersey, cardi- 
gan, Bnt jumper, Bnt informal cardy 

WOOZy ► adjective (informal) See groggy 

word ► noun O the Italian word for ‘ham’ term, 
name, expression, designation, locution, voc- 
able, fonnal appellation ©his words were meant 
kindly ■ remark, comment, observation, state- 
ment, utterance, pronouncement ©I've got 
three weeks to learn the words’ script, lyncs, li- 
bretto ©I give you my word’ promise, word of 
honour, assurance, guarantee, undertaking, 
pledge, vow, oath. bond, formal troth 01 want a 
word with you talk, conversation, chat, t#te- 
i-t£te, heart-to-heart, one-to-one, discussion, 
consultation, informal confab, powwow, formal 
confabulation © there's no word from the hospital 
news, information, communication, intelli- 
gence, message, report, communique, dispatch, 
bulletin, informal info, gen. dope, poetic/ literary tid- 
ings. Qword has it he’s turned over a new leaf, ru 
mour, hearsay, talk, gossip, informal the grape- 
vine, the word on the street ©r 'm waiting for 
the word from HQ, instruction, order, command, 
signal, prompt, cue, tip-off, informal go-ahead, 
thumbs up, green light, ©his word was law 
command, order, decree, edict; bidding, will 
©our word now must be success * motto, watch- 
word. slogan, catchword, buzz word 
-related terms verbal, lexical 

► vtrto the question was carefully worded phrase, ex- 
press, put, couch, frame, formulate, style, say, 
utter 

■ havo words quarrel, argue, disagree, 
squabble, bicker, fight, wrangle, dispute, fall 
out, clash; Brit informal row 

■ In a word briefly, to be bnef. in short, in a 
nutshell, to come to the point, to cut a long 
story short, not to put too fine a point on it; to 
sum up. to summarize, in summary. 

■ word for word Q they took down the speeches 
word for word verbatim, letter for letter, to the 
letter, exactly, faithfully ©a word-for-word 
translation : verbatim, literal, exact, direct, ac- 
curate. faithful, unadulterated, unabridged. 

wording ► noun phrasing, phraseology, words, 
language, expression, terminology. 

wordplay ► noun punning, puns, play on 
words, wit, witticisms, repartee. 

wordy ► •djoctlvt long-winded, verbose, prolix, 
lengthy, protracted, long-drawn-out, rambling, 
drcumlocutoiy, periphrastic, pleonastic, loqua- 
cious, garrulous, voluble; informal windy; Brit in- 
formal waffly. 

-opposites succinct 

work ► noun Qa day’s work in the fields: labour, 
toil, slog, drudgery, exertion, effort, industry, 
service; informal grind, sweat, elbow grease; Brit 
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informal graft, fag; Austral fNZ informal yakka, poetic / 
hterary travail. ©I'm looking for work, employ 
ment, a job, a post, a position, a situation, oc- 
cupation, profession, career, vocation, calling 
Qhaven’t you got any work ? tasks, jobs, duties, 
assignments, projects; chores, ©works of liter a- 
ture composition, piece, creation, opus, oeuvre. 
Qthis is the work of a radical faction- handiwork, 
doing, act, deed 0 a lifetime spent doing good 
works, deeds, acts, actions, ©the complete works 
of Shakespeare writings, oeuvre, canon, output 
©a car works factory, plant, mill, foundry, 
yard, workshop, shop ©the works of a clock 
mechanism, machineiy, workings, parts, move- 
ment, action, informal insides ©( informaf) for only 
$60 you can get the works everything, the full 
treatment, informal the lot, the whole shebang, 
the full nine yards; Bnt informal the full monty 
-opposites leisure 

► vsrb Qstaff worked late into the night toil, la- 
bour. exert oneself, slave (away), keep at it, 
keep one’s nose to the grindstone, informal slog 
(away), beaver away, plug away, put one’s back 
into it, knock oneself out, sweat blood, Bnt infor- 
mal graft, fag; poetic/ literary travail © he worked in 
education for years’ be employed, have a job, 
earn one’s living, do business Q farmers worked 
the land cultivate, farm, till, plough ©his car 
was working perfectly function, go, run, operate, 
informal behave o how do I work this machine ? op 
erate, use, handle, control, manipulate, run 
© thetr ploy worked succeed, work out, turn 
out well, go as planned, get results, be effect- 
ive, informal come off. pay off, do the tnck, N 
Amer informal turn the tnck Q blusher can work 
miracles bring about, accomplish, achieve, pro- 
duce. perform, create, engender, contrive, ef- 
fect. © (informal) the chairman was prepared to work 
it for Phil arrange, manipulate, contrive, pull 
strings, N Amer pull wires; informal fix, swing, 
wangle ©he worked the crowd into a frenzy, stir 
(up), excite, drive, move, rouse, fire, galvanize, 
whip up, agitate ©work the mixture into a 
paste knead, squeeze, form; mix, stir, blend 
<D he worked the blade into the padlock • man 
oeuvre, manipulate, guide, edge ©her mouth 
worked furiously * twitch, quiver, convulse ©he 
worked his way through the crowd manoeuvre, 
make, thread, wind, weave, wend 
-opposites rest, foil 

■ work on somoono persuade, manipulate, 
influence; coax, cajole, wheedle, soften up; infor- 
mal twist someone’s arm, lean on 

■ work out © the MU works out at £50. amount 
to, add up to. come to, total; Bnt tot up to 
©my idea worked out. See work vert) sense 6 
© things didn't work out the way she planned end 
up, turn out, go. come out. develop, happen, 
occur, informal pan out © he works out at the local 
gym : exercise, train. 

■ work something out O^ork out what you 
can afford : calculate, compute, reckon up, de- 
termine. ©I'm trying to work out what she meant’ 
understand, comprehend, puzzle out. sort out, 
make sense of, get to the bottom of. make 
head or tail of, unravel, decipher, decode; infor- 
mal figure out; Brit, informal suss out ©th«y 
worked out a plan: devise, formulate, draw up. 
put together, develop, construct, arrange, or- 
ganize, contrive, concoct; hammer out, negoti- 
ate. 

■ work something up stimulate, rouse, raise. 


arouse, awaken, excite 

workable ►•djectfv# practicable, feasible, vi- 
able. possible, achievable; realistic, reasonable, 
sensible, practical; informal doable. 

-opposites impracticable 
workaday ► adjective ordinary, average, run- 
of-the-mill, middle-of-the-road, conventional, 
unremarkable, unexceptional, undistinguished, 
commonplace, mundane, humdrum, pedes- 
trian, routine, everyday, day-to-day, N Amer 
garden-variety; informal bog-standard, nothing to 
write home about, ten a penny, a dime a 
dozen, Bnt informal common or garden 
-opposites exceptional. 

worker ►noun ©a strike by 500 workers em 
ployee, member of staff, workman, labourer, 
hand, operative, operator, proletarian, artisan, 
craftsman, craftswoman, wage-earner, bread- 
winner © ( informal) I got a reputation for being a 
worker hard worker, toiler, workhorse, informal 
busy bee, eager beaver, workaholic, N Amer in- 
formal wheel horse 

workforce ► noun employees, staff, person- 
nel, workers, labour force, manpower, human 
resources, informal liveware 
working ► adjsctlve ©w orldng mothers em 
ployed, in (gainful) employment, in work, 
waged © a working waterwheel functioning, op- 
erating. running, active, operational, function- 
al. serviceable, mhrmal up and running ©a 
working knowledge of contract law sufficient, ad- 
equate. viable, useful, effective. 

-opposites unemployed, faulty 
► noun © the working of a carburettor functioning, 
operation, running, action, performance, ©the 
workings of a watch mechanism, machinery, 
parts, movement, action, works, informal insides 
workman ► noun (manual) worker, labourer, 
hand, operative, operator, employee; journey- 
man, artisan 

workmanlike ► adjective efficient, compe- 
tent. professional, proficient, skilful, adept, 
masterly 

workmanship ►noun craftsmanship, artis- 
try, craft, art. artisanship. handiwork, skill, ex- 
pertise, technique. 

workout ► noun exercise session, keep-fit ses- 
sion, training session, drill; warm-up, exercises, 
aerobics, informal, dated daily dozen 
workshop ► noun ©a car repair workshop* fac 
tory. works, plant; garage ©the craftsmen had 
a chilly workshop, workroom, studio, atelier, ©a 
workshop on combating stress study group, dis- 
cussion group, seminar, class 
world ► noun Q he travelled the world’ earth, 
globe, planet, sphere. See lists at continent, 
country, region ©H/e on other worlds: planet. 
satellite, moon, star, heavenly body, orb ©the 
academic world: sphere, society, circle, arena, 
milieu, province, domain, orbit, preserve, 
realm, held, discipline, area, ©she would show 
the world that she was strong: everyone, every- 
body, people, mankind, humankind, humanity, 
the (general) public, the population, the popu- 
lace, all and sundiy, every mother’s son, (every 
Tom, Dick, and Hany). every man jack, ©a 
world of difference: huge amount, good deal, 
great deal, abundance, wealth, profusion, 
mountain; plenty; Informal heap, lot. load, ton, 
masses; Brit informal shedload, ©she renounced the 
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world society, secular interests, temporal con- 
cerns. earthly concerns 

■ on top of tho world (informal) See overjoyed 

■ out of this world (informal). See wonderful 

worldly ► adjective Qhis youth was wasted on 
worldly pursuits, earthly, terrestrial, temporal, 
mundane, mortal, human, material, materialis- 
tic. physical, carnal, fleshly, bodily, corporeal, 
sensual. ©a worldly man: sophisticated, experi- 
enced, worldly-wise, knowledgeable, knowing, 
enlightened, shrewd, mature, seasoned, cosmo- 
politan, urbane, cultivated, cultured 
-oppositbs spiritual, naive 

worldly-wise ► adjective. See worldly sense 
2 

worldwide * adjective global, international, 
intercontinental, universal, ubiquitous, exten- 
sive. widespread, far-reaching, wide-ranging, 
all-embracing 
-opposites local. 


worm ► noun. See list 

— rblated terms vermiform, vermian, vermi- 
wom * adjective ©his hat was worn shabby. 


worn out, threadbare, tattered, in tat 

Worms 

acanthocephalan 

nemertean 

acorn worm 

nereid 

annelid 

oRgochaete 

arrow worm 

paddle worm 

ascarid 

paiolo worm 

bamboo worm 

parchment worm 

beard worm 

peacock worm 

bladder worm 

peanut worm 

blood fluke 

phoronid 

bloodworm 

pinworm 

bootlace worm 

piatyheiminth 

brandling 

pog nop Koran 

bristle worm 

polychaete 

catworm 

pot worm 

chaetognath 

proboscis worm 

dungworm 

pterobrandi 

earthworm 

ragworm 

eelworm 

rainworm 

eye worm 

redworm 

fan worm 

rhombozoan 

feather duster (worm) 

ribbon worm 

fiiaria 

roundworm 

flreworm 

scale worm 

flatworm 

sea mouse 

fluke 

serpulid 

gapeworm 

sipuncukd 

gordian worm 

spiny-headed worm 

Guinea worm 

spoonworm „ 

hairworm 

straw worm 

heartworm 

strongyte 

helminth 

tapeworm 

hookworm 

thorny-headed worm 

horsehair worm 

threadworm 

horseshoe worn? 

tongue worm 

kidney worm 

toxocara 

leech 

tremnode . 

Wvff VHnvc 

trichina 

lobworm 

tube worm 

kjgwofftt 

tubfeft 

lungwqrm 

vtaMtrwl 

roeaoein 

wmpworm 

mop*** worm 

white worm , 

ne<v*tod* (worm) 

. ‘ . if 


holey, falling to pieces, ragged, frayed, moth- 
eaten, scruffy, having seen better days; informal 
tatty, ratty, the worse for wear; N Amer informal 
raggedy. © her face looked worn. See worn out 
sense 2 

-opposites smart, fresh. 

WOm out * adjective Qa worn-out shirt See 
worn sense 1. ©by evening they looked worn out 
exhausted, fatigued, tired (out), weaiy, 
drained, worn, drawn, wan, sapped, spent, 
careworn, haggard, hollow-eyed, pinched, pale, 
peaky; informal all in. done in. dog-tired, dead 
beat, hi to drop, shattered, Bnt informal knack- 
ered, N Amer informal pooped, tuckered out 
O worn-out ideas obsolete, antiquated, old. 
stale, hackneyed, trite, overused, overworked, 
clichfcd, unoriginal, commonplace, pedestrian, 
prosaic, stock, conventional, informal played out, 
old hat 

-opposites smart, fresh 

worried ► adjective anxious. perturbed, 
troubled, bothered, concerned, upset, dis- 
tressed. distraught, disquieted, uneasy, fretful, 
agitated, nervous, edgy, on edge, tense, over- 
wrought, worked up, keyed up, stressed, appre- 
hensive. fearful, afraid, frightened, scared, infor- 
mal uptight, a bundle of nerves, on tenter 
hooks, jitteiy, jumpy, twitchy, in a stew, all of 
a dither, m a flap, in a sweat, het up. rattled, 
Bnt informal windy, having kittens, N Amer infor- 
mal antsy, squirrelly 
-opposites carefree. 

worrisome ► adjective. See worrying 

worry ► verb ©she worries about hi s health fret, 
be concerned, be anxious, agonize, brood, 
panic, lose sleep, get worked up, informal get 
stressed, get in a flap, get in a state, stew, tor- 
ment oneself, ©is something worrying you 7 
trouble, bother, make anxious, disturb, dis- 
tress, upset, concern, disquiet, fret, agitate, un- 
settle, perturb, scare, fluster, stress, tax. tor- 
ment. plague, bedevil; prey on one’s mind, 
weigh down, gnaw at. mfonnal rattle, bug, get to 
©a dog worried his sheep attack, savage, maul, 
mutilate, mangle, go for. molest, torment, per- 
secute. 

► noun 01’m beside myself with worry, anxiety, per- 
turbation, distress, concern, uneasiness, un- 
ease, disquiet, fretfulness, restlessness, ner- 
vousness, nerves, agitation, edgmess, tension, 
stress, apprehension, fear, dread, trepidation, 
misgiving, angst, mfonnal butterflies (in the 
stomach), the willies, the heebie-jeebies ©the 
rats are a worry- problem, cause for concern, 
nuisance, pest, plague, trial, trouble, vexation, 
bane, bugbear; mfonnal pain (in the neck), head- 
ache, hassle, stress 

worrying ► adjective alarming, worrisome, 
daunting, perturbing, ni g glin g , bothersome, 
troublesome, unsettling, nerve-racking; dis- 
tressing, disquieting, upsetting, traumatic, 
problematic; informal scary, hairy. 

worsen ►verb Obtsomnia can worsen a patient’s 
distress: aggravate, exacerbate, compound, add 
to, intensify, increase, magnify, heighten, in- 
flame, augment; infonnal add Kiel to the Are 
©the recession worsened: deteriorate, degener- 
ate, decline, go downhill; mformal go to pot, go 
to the dogs, hit the skids, nosedive. 

-opposites improve. 


967 


worship | wreck 


Worship ► noun O the worship of saints : rever 
ence, veneration, adoration, glorification, 
glory, exaltation, devotion, praise, thanksgiv- 
ing. homage, honour; dulia. latria; formal laud- 
ation. archaic magnification. 0 morning worship 
service, religious rite, prayer, praise, devotion, 
religious observance; matins, vespers, even- 
song ©he contemplated her with worship, admir 
ation, adulation, idolization, homzation, hero- 
worship. 

► verb they worship pagan gods, revere, reverence, 
venerate, pay homage to, honour, adore, 
praise, pray to, glorify, exalt, extol; hold dear, 
cherish, treasure, esteem, adulate, idolize, 
deify, hero-worship, lionize, informal put on a 
pedestal; formal laud; archaic magnify 

worst ► vert) defeat, beat, prevail over, tri- 
umph over, trounce, rout, vanquish, conquer, 
master, overcome, overwhelm, overpower, 
crush, outdo, outclass, outstrip, surpass, informal 
thrash, lick, best, clobber, drub, slaughter, 
murder, wipe out, crucify, demolish, wipe the 
floor with, take to the cleaners, walk all over, 
make mincemeat of; Bnt informal stuff, N Amer in- 
formal shellac, cream 

worth ► noun © evidence of the rug's worth 
value, pnce, cost, valuation, quotation, esti- 
mate 0 the intrinsic worth of education benefit, 
advantage, use, value, virtue, utility, service, 
profit, help, aid; desirability, appeal; signifi- 
cance, sense, informal mileage, percentage, archaic 
behoof ©° sense of personal worth worthiness, 
merit, value, excellence, calibre, quality, stat- 
ure, eminence, consequence, importance, sig- 
nificance. distinction 

worthless ► adjoctlvo Qthe item was worthless 
valueless, poor quality, inferior, second-rate, 
low-grade, cheap, shoddy, tawdry, informal 
crummy, rubbishy, ten a penny, Bnt informal 
twopenny-halfpenny. N Amer informal nickel- 
and-dune Qyour conclusions are worthless: use 
less, no use, ineffective, ineffectual, fruitless, 
unproductive, unavailing, pointless, nugatory, 
valueless, inadequate, deficient, meaningless, 
senseless, insubstantial, empty, hollow, trifling, 
petty, inconsequential, lame, paltry, pathetic. 
informal a dead loss ©his worthless son good- 
for-nothing, ne'er-do-well, useless, despicable, 
contemptible, low, ignominious, corrupt, vil- 
lainous. degenerate, shiftless, feckless, informal 
no-good, lousy 
-opposites valuable, useful 

worthwhile ► adjective valuable, useful, of 
use, of service, beneficial, rewarding, advanta- 
geous, positive, helpful, profitable, gainful, 
fruitful, productive, constructive, effective, ef- 
fectual. meaningful, worthy. 

worthy ► adjtctivs a worthy citizen: virtuous, 
righteous, good, moral, ethical, upright, up- 
standing. high-minded, pnncipled, exemplary; 
law-abiding, irreproachable, blameless, guilt- 
less. unimpeachable, honest, honourable, rep- 
utable. decent, respectable, noble, meritorious; 
pure, whiter than white, saintly, angelic; infor - 
ma/ squeaky dean. 

-oppositbs disreputable. 

► noun local worthies: dignitary, personage, gran- 
dee, VIP, notable, notability, pillar of sodety, 
luminary, leading light, big name; informal 
heavyweight, bigwig, top dog, big shot, big 
cheese; N Amer. informal big wheel, big kahuna. 


-opposites nobody 

■ be worthy of deserve, merit, warrant, rate, 
justify, earn, be entitled to. qualify for 

WOUld-b# ► adjactfva aspiring, budding, prom- 
ising. prospective, potential, hopeful, keen, 
eager, ambitious, informal wannabe 

wound ► noun ©a chest wound • injury, lesion, 
cut, gash, laceration, tear, slash, graze, scratch, 
abrasion, bruise, contusion; Medicine trauma 
Qthe wounds inflicted by the media: insult, blow, 
slight, offence, affront; hurt, damage, injury, 
pain, distress, gnef, anguish, torment. 

► verb ©fur was critically wounded injure, hurt, 
harm; maim, mutilate, disable, incapacitate, 
cnpple; lacerate, cut, graze, gash, stab, slash 
©her words had wounded him hurt, scar, dam- 
age, injure, insult, slight, offend, affront, dis- 
tress, disturb, upset, trouble; gneve. sadden, 
pain, sting, shock, traumatize, torment 

wraith ► noun ghost, spectre, spirit, phantom, 
apparition, mamfestation, informal spook, poetic/ 
literary shade, phantasm 

wrangle ► noun a wrangle over money argu 
ment, dispute, disagreement, quarrel, falling- 
out, fight, squabble, altercation, war of words, 
shouting match, tiff, mfonnal set-to, run-in. 
slanging match. Bnt informal barney, row, bust- 
up 

► verb we wrangled over the details argue, quarrel, 
bicker, squabble, fall out. have words, disagree, 
be at odds, fight, battle, feud, clash, mfonnal 
scrap. Bnt informal row 

wrap ► vtrb ©she wrapped herself in a towel 
swathe, bundle, swaddle, muffle, cloak, enfold, 
envelop, encase, cover, fold, wind 0/ wrapped 
the vase carefully parcel (up), package, pack 
(up), bundle (up), gift-wrap. 

► noun he put a wrap round her ■ shawl, stole, 
cloak, cape, mantle, scarf, poncho, scrape, his - 
toncal pelisse 

■ wrap up Qwrap up well — tt’s cold dress 
warmly, muffle up ©(Bn/ informal) teU that child 
to wrap up See shut up at shut 

■ wrap something up {informal) conclude, fin- 
ish. end, wind up. round off. terminate, stop, 
cease, finalize, complete, tie up, informal sew up 

wrapper ► noun ©a sweet wrapper wrapping, 
packaging, paper, cover, covering, jacket, 
sheath Q{N Amer) she wore a cotton wrapper 
housecoat, bathrobe, dressing gown, robe, ki- 
mono, peignoir 

wrath ► noun anger, rage, fury, outrage, 
spleen, vexation, (high) dudgeon, crossness, 
displeasure, annoyance, irritation, poetic/ literary 
ire, choler. 

-opposites happiness 

wreak ► v«rt> inflict, bestow, mete out, admin- 
ister, deliver, impose, exact, create, cause, re- 
sult in, effect, engender, bnng about, perpet- 
rate, unleash, vent; formal effectuate 

wreath ► noun garland, circlet, chaplet, 
crown, festoon, lei; ring, loop, circle. 

wreathe ► vtrb ©a pulpit wreathed in holly. 
festoon, garland, drape, cover, bedeck, deck, 
decorate, ornament, adorn. ©Wue smoke 
wreathed upwards: spiral, coil, loop. wind. curl, 
twist, snake, curve. 

wreck ► noun ©salvage teams landed on the 
wreck : shipwreck, sunken ship, derelict; shell. 
hulL © the wreck of a stolen car. wreckage, deb- 
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ns, remainder, ruins, remains 

► vtrb Qhe had wrecked her car demolish, crash, 
smash up, damage, destroy; vandalize, deface, 
desecrate, wnte off, N Amer informal trash, total. 
Q his ship was wrecked shipwreck, sink, capsize, 
run aground ©the crisis wrecked his plans, ruin, 
spoil, disrupt, undo, put a stop to, frustrate, 
blight, crush, quash, dash, destroy, scotch, 
shatter, devastate, sabotage, informal mess up. 
screw up, foul up. put paid to. stymie, put the 
kibosh on. nix, Brit informal scupper, dish 

wreckage ►noun. See wreck noun senses 1, 2 

wrench ► noun ©she frit a wrench on her shoul- 
ders tug, pull, jerk, jolt, heave, informal yank 
0 hold the piston with a wrench spanner, mon- 
key wrench, ©a wrench in hi s arm sprain, 
twist, strain, rick, cnck © leaving was an im- 
mense wrench painful parting, traumatic event, 
pang, trauma 

► verb ©he wrenched the gun from her hand tug, 
pull, jerk, wrest, heave, twist, pluck, grab, 
seize, snatch, force, pnse, N Amer pry, informal 
yank ©she wrenched her ankle sprain, twist, 
turn, strain, nek, cnck. pull, injure, hurt 

wrest ►verb wrench, snatch, seize, grab, pnse, 
pluck, tug, pull, jerk, dislodge, N Amer piy, in- 
formal yank 

wrestle ►verb grapple, fight, struggle, con- 
tend. vie. battle, wrangle, scuffle, tussle, brawl, 
informal scrap 

wretch ►noun ©the wretches killed themselves 
poor creature, poor soul, poor thing, poor un- 
fortunate; informal poor devil, poor beggar ©J 
wouldn't trust the old wretch scoundrel, villain, 
ruffian, rogue, rascal, reprobate, cnminal, mis- 
creant, good-for-nothing; informal heel, creep, 
louse, rat, swine, dog, lowlife, scumbag, informal, 
dated rotter, bounder, blighter; archaic black- 
guard 

wretched ► adjective 0 1 felt so wretched without 
you miserable, unhappy, sad. heartbroken, 
gnef-stneken, sorrowful, distressed, desolate, 
devastated, despainng, disconsolate, downcast, 
dejected, crestfallen, cheerless, depressed, mel- 
ancholy, morose, gloomy, mournful, doleful, 
dismal, forlorn, woebegone, informal blue, poetic / 
literary dolorous ©J feel wretched, ill, unwell, 
poorly, sick, below par; Bnt off colour, informal 
under the weather, out of sorts © their living 
conditions are wretched * harsh, hard, grim, stark, 
difficult; poor, impoverished, pitiful, pathetic, 
miserable, cheerless, sordid, shabby, seedy, di- 
lapidated. informal scummy; Brit mfonnal grotty 
©the wretched dweller in the shanty town unfor 
tunate, unlucky, luckless, ill-starred, blighted, 
hapless, poor, pitiable, downtrodden, op- 
pressed. poetic /literary star-crossed ©he’s a 
wretched coward : despicable, contemptible, rep- 
rehensible, base, vile, loathsome, hateful, de- 
testable, odious, ignoble, shameful, shabby, 
worthless, informal dirty, rotten, low-down, 
lousy. © wretched weather, terrible, awful, dire, 
atrocious, dreadful, bad, poor, lamentable, de- 
plorable; informal God-awful, Bnt. informal beastly. 
©I don't want the wretched money: informal damn, 
damned, blasted, blessed, flaming, confounded, 
rotten; Brit informal flipping, blinking, blooming, 
bloody. 

-opposites cheerful, well, comfortable, fortu- 
nate, excellent. 


wriggle ►verb ©she tried to hug him but he 
wriggled : squirm, writhe, wiggle, jiggle, jerk, 
thresh, flounder, flail, twitch, twist and turn; 
snake, worm, slither ©he wriggled out of his re- 
sponsibilities ■ avoid, shirk, dodge, evade, elude, 
sidestep, escape from; informal duck. 

► noun the baby gave a wriggle ■ squirm, jiggle, wig- 
gle. twitch, twist 

Wring ►verb ©wring out the clothes’ twist, 
squeeze, screw, scrunch, knead, press, mangle 
© concessions were wrung from the government ex 
tract, elicit, force, exact, wrest, wrench, 
squeeze, milk, informal bleed ©his expression 
wrung her heart . rend, tear at, harrow, pierce, 
stab, wound, rack; distress, pam, hurt 

wrinkle ► noun Qfine wrinkles around her mouth 
crease, fold, pucker, line, crinkle, furrow, 
ndge, groove; informal crow’s feet & (informal) 
learn the wrinkles from someone more experienced 
guideline, hint, tip, pointer, clue, suggestion, 
(wrinkles) guidance, advice 

► verb his coat tails wrinkled up crease, pucker, 
gather, line, cnnkle, enmp, crumple, rumple, 
ruck up. scrunch up 

writ ► noun summons, subpoena, warrant, ar- 
raignment, indictment, citation, court order 

Write ► verb © he wrote her name in the book, put 
in writing, wnte down, put down, jot down, 
note (down), take down, record, register, log, 
list, insenbe. sign, scnbble, scrawl, pencil ©T 
wrote a poem compose, draft, think up, formu- 
late, compile, pen. dash off, produce Qhe had 
her address and promised to write, correspond, 
wnte a letter, communicate, get in touch, keep 
in contact, informal drop someone a line 
■ write someone/something off ©they have 
had to wnte off loans forget about, disregard, 
give up on. cancel, annul, wipe out ©he wrote 
off his new car. wreck, smash up, crash, destroy, 
demolish, ruin, N Amer informal total ©who 
would write off a player of his stature? disregard, 
dismiss, ignore 

writer ► noun author, wordsmith, man/woman 
of letters, penman, novelist, essayist, biograph- 
er, journalist, columnist, correspondent, script- 
wnter, playwnght, dramatist, dramaturge, tra- 
gedian, poet, informal scribbler, senbe, pen- 
pusher, hack See list 

writhe ► verb squirm, wnggle thrash, flail, 
toss, toss and turn, twist, twist and turn, strug- 
gle. 

Writing ►noun ©I can't read his writing: hand- 
writing. hand, script, print; penmanship, cal- 
ligraphy, chirography; informal scnbble, scrawl 
© the writings of Gertrude Stein: works, composi- 
tions, books, publications, oeuvre; papers, art- 
icles, essays 

wrong ► adjective ©the wrong answer, incor- 
rect. mistaken, in error, erroneous, inaccurate, 
inexact, imprecise, fallacious, wide of the 
mark, off target, unsound, faulty; informal off 
beam. out. Qhe knew he had said die wrong thing. 
inappropriate, unsuitable, inapt, inapposite, 
undesirable; ill-advised, ill-considered, ill- 
judged, impolitic, injudicious, infelicitous, un- 
fitting. out of keeping, improper, informal out of 
order. © I’ve done nothing wrong . illegal, unlaw- 
ful, illicit, criminal, dishonest, dishonourable, 
corrupt; unethical, immoral, bad, wicked, sin- 
ful, iniquitous, nefarious, blameworthy, repre- 
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Rushdie, Salman (British, b. In 
India) 

SadcviHe-West Vita (Engibh) 

Sade, Marquis de (French) 

Sagan, Francois (French} 
Saint-Exup&y, Antoine (French) 
Saki (H. H. Munro; Scottish, b. in 
Burma) 

Satinger.jvD. (American) 

Sand. George (Amandine-Aurora 
Dupfn, Baronne Dudevant; 
French) 

Sargeson, Frank (New Zealand) 
Samite, Nathalie (French, b. in 
Russia) 

Sartre, JCan-Paul (French) 

Sayers, Dorothy L (Engfbh) 

Scott Walter (Scottish) 

Seth, Vikram (Indian) 

Shadbdt Mature (New Zealand) 
SheHey, Alary (Engibh) 

Sholokhov, Mikhail (Russian) 
$hute,Nevl (Engibh) 
SBtttoe,AJan^lbh) 

Slmenon, Georges (Belgian) 
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Writers (cart.) 

Sterne, Laurence (Irish) 

Stevenson, Robert Louis (Scottish) 
Stoker, Bram (Irish) 

Stowe, Harriet Beecher 
(American) 

Strachey, Lytton (English) 

Surtees, Robert (Englteh) 
Sutheriand. Efua (dumalan) 
Svevo. Italo (Ettore Schmitz; 
Italian) 

Swift, Jonathan (Irish) 

Symons, Juftan (English) 
Thackeray, William Makepeace 
(British, b. In India) 

Theroux, Paul (American) 
Thompson, Flora (English) 
Thoreau, Henry (American) 
Tolkien, J. R. R. (British. b.Jn 
South Africa) 

Tolstoy, Leo (Russian) 

Tremaine, Rose (English) 

Trevor. William (Irish) 


TroBope, Anthony (Engfish) 
Trollope, Joanna (English) 
Turgenev, Ivan (Russian) 

Twain, Marie (Samuel Clemens; 
American) 

Updike, John (American) 

Vargas Uosa, Mario (Peruvian) 
Verne, Jules (French) 

Vidal, Core (American) 

Voltaire (Francois-Marie Arouef, 
French) 

Vonnegut Kurt (American) 
Wain, John (English) 

Walker, Alke (American) 
Wallace, Edgar (English) 
Walpole. Horace (English) 
Walton. Izaak (English) 

Warren. Robert Penn (American) 
Waugh. Evelyn (English) 

Webb, Mary (English) 

Weldon, Fay (English) 

Welts, H. C. (English) 


Wetty. Eudora (Afl§i&*n) r\ 
Wesley, Mary (English) 

West, Rebecca (Ocely Fairfield; 

English) 

Wharton, Edfth (American) 
White, Patrick (Australian) 
White, T. a (British, b. In India) 
WBder, Thornton (American) 
WBBamson, Henry (English) 
Wilson. Angus (English) 
Wodehouse, P. C. (British) 
Wolf, Christa (German) 

Wolfe, Tom (American) 
WoNstonecraft, Mary (English) 
Wood, Mrs Henry (English) 
Woolf, Virginia (English) 

Wren, P. C (English) 

Wright, Richard (American) 
Wyndham, John (English) 

Zola, Emile (French) 


hensible, informal crooked © there's something 
wrong with the engine, amiss, awry, out of order, 
not right, faulty, defective 
—opposites right, correct, appropriate, legal 

► adverb she guessed wrong incorrectly, wrongly, 
inaccurately, erroneously, mistakenly 

► noun © the difference between right and wrong im 
morality, sin, sinfulness, wickedness, evil, un- 
lawfulness, crime, corruption, villainy, dishon- 
esty, injustice, wrongdoing, misconduct, trans- 
gression 0an attempt to make up for past 
wrongs misdeed, offence, injury, crime, trans- 
gression, peccadillo, sin, injustice, outrage, 
atrocity, Law tort, archaic trespass 
-opposites nght 

► verb ©she was determined to forget the man who 
had wronged her ill-use. mistreat, do an injust- 
ice to. do wrong to, ill-treat, abuse, harm, hurt, 
injure, informal do the dirty on 0 perhaps I am 
wronging him malign, misrepresent, do a disser- 
vice to, impugn, defame, slander, libel 

■ get someone/something wrong misunder 
stand, misinterpret, misconstrue, mistake, mis- 
read, take amiss, get the wrong ldea/impres- 
sion, informal get the wrong end of the stick, be 
barking up the wrong tree 

■ go wrong Ql’ve gone wrong somewhere make 
a mistake, make an error, make a blunder, 
blunder, miscalculate, trip up, informal slip up, 
screw up, make a boo-boo, Brit informal boob 
0 their plans went wrong' go awry, go amiss, go 
off course, fail, be unsuccessful, fall through, 
come to nothing; backfire, misfire, rebound, in- 
formal come to gnef, come a cropper, go up in 
smoke; But Informal go adnft. ©the radio's gone 
wrong- break down, malfunction, fail, stop 
working, crash, give out, Informal be on the 
blink, conk out, go kaput; Bnt informal play up, 
pack up. 

■ In tht wrong to blame, blameworthy, at 


fault, reprehensible, responsible, culpable, an- 
swerable, guilty, archaic peccant 

wrongdoer ► noun offender, lawbreaker, 
criminal, felon, delinquent, villain, culprit, 
evil-doer, sinner, transgressor, malefactor, mis- 
creant, rogue, scoundrel, informal crook, wrong 
'un. Law malfeasant, archaic trespasser 

wrongdoing ► noun crime, lawbreaking, law- 
lessness, criminality, misconduct, misbehav- 
iour, malpractice, corruption, immorality, sin, 
sinfulness, wickedness, evil, vice, iniquity, vil- 
lainy. offence, felony, wrong, misdeed, misde- 
meanour. fault, peccadillo, transgression. Law 
malfeasance, tort, formal malversation, archaic 
trespass 

wrongful ► adjoctive unjustified, unwarranted, 
unjust, unfair, undue, undeserved, unreason- 
able, groundless, indefensible, inappropriate, 
improper, unlawful, illegal, illegitimate 
-opposites nghtfill 

wrought up ► adjective agitated, tense, 
stressed, overwrought, nervous, on edge, edgy, 
keyed up, worked up, anxious, nervy, flustered, 
fretful, upset, informal in a state, m a stew, het 
up, wound up, uptight, jumpy, in a tizz/tizzy, 
Bnt informal strung up, N Amer informal spooky, 
squirrelly. 

-opposites calm. 

wry ►adjective ©his wry humour ironic, sardon- 
ic, satirical, mocking, sarcastic, dry, droll, 
witty, humorous. 0 a wry expression: unim- 
pressed. displeased, annoyed, irritated, irked, 
vexed, piqued, disgruntled, dissatisfied. Informal 
peeved, ©a wry neck twisted, crooked, con- 
torted, distorted, deformed, misshapen, Scottish 
thrawn 





xenophobic ► adjocttv# jingoistic, chauvims- plicate, reproduction, trademark photostat 
tic, flag-waving, excessively nationalistic, isol- Xmas ► noun (informal) See Christmas 
ationist, prejudiced, bigoted, intolerant X-ray ► noun radiograph. X-ray image/picture/ 

Xerox ► noun ( trademark ) photocopy, copy, du- photograph, roentgenogram, radiogram. 




Yy 


yahoo ► noun (informal) boor. lout. oaf. thug, 
barbarian. Neanderthal, brute, bully boy, infor- 
mal clod, roughneck, bruiser. Bnt informal yobbo, 
yob, oik 

yank ► verb (informal) jerk, pull. tug. wrench, 
snatch, seize 

yap ► verb O the dogs yapped about his heels bark, 
woof, yelp & (informal) what are they yapping on 
aboruV See babble verb sense 1 

yardstick ► noun standard, measure, gauge, 
scale, guide, guideline, indicator, test, touch- 
stone. barometer, criterion, benchmark, point 
of reference, model, pattern 

yam ► noun o you need to use a fine yam 
thread, cotton, wool, fibre, filament: ply 0 (in- 
formal) a far-fetched yam story, tale, anecdote, 
saga, narrative, informal tall tale/story, cock and 
bull story, shaggy-dog story, spiel 
yawning ► adjective gaping, wide open, wide, 
cavernous, deep, huge, great, big 
yaar ► noun twelve-month period, calendar 
year, poetic/ literary sun. summer, winter; archaic 
twelvemonth 
—related terms annual 

■ yoar In, year out repeatedly, again and 
again, time and (time) again, time after time, 
over and over (again), (week in, week out}, 
{day in. day out}, recurrently, continuously, 
continually, constantly, habitually, regularly, 
without a break, unfailingly, always 
yearly ► adjective a yearly payment annual, once 
a year, every year, each year 

► adverb the guide is published yearly annually. 
once a year, per annum, by the year, every 
year, each year 

yearn ► verb long, pine, crave, desire, want, 
wish, hanker, covet, lust, pant, hunger, thirst, 
ache, eat one’s heart out. have one’s heart set 
on; informal have a yen. itch 

yearning ► noun longing, craving, desire, 
want, wish, hankenng, urge, hunger, thirst, ap- 
petite, lust, ache, informal yen, itch 
yell ►varb he yelled in agony cry out, call out, 
call at the top of one's voice, shout, howl, 
yowl, wail, scream, shriek, screech, yelp, 
squeal; roar. bawl, informal holler 

► noun a yeU of rage cry, shout, howl, yowl, 
scream, shriek, screech, yelp, squeal, roar, infor- 
mal holler 

yellow ► adjective O yellow hair | a yellow shirt 
flaxen, golden, gold, blonde, fair, lemon, 
daffodil-yellow, mustard. Q (informal) he'll have to 
prove he's not yellow. See cowardly 
yelp ► noun A varb squeal, shriek, howl, yowl, 
yell, cry, shout, yawp, informal holler, 
yen ► noun ( informal) hankering, yearning, long' 
mg, craving, urge, desire, want, wish, hunger, 
thirst, lust, appetite, ache; fancy, inclination; in- 
formal itch. 

yes ►adverb all right, very well, of course, by 
all means, sure, certainly, absolutely, indeed, 
affirmative, in the affirmative, agreed, roger 


Scottish, N English, & archaic aye. Nautical aye aye; in- 
formal yeah, yep, yup, uh-huh. okay. OK, okey- 
dokey, okey-doke. Bnt informal nghto. nghty-ho, 
N Amer informal surely; archaic or formal yea 
-opposites no 

yes-man ► noun ( informal) sycophant, toady, 
creep, fawner, flatterer, lickspittle, doormat, in- 
formal bootlicker. Bnt informal poodle. N Amer infor- 
mal suck-up. 

yet ►advarb Qhc hasn't made up his mind yet so 
far, thus far, as yet. up till/to now, until now 
0 don't celebrate Just yet now. right now. at this 
time, already, so soon ©he was doing nothing 
yet he appeared purposeful ■ nevertheless, none- 
theless, even so, but. however, still, notwith- 
standing. despite that, in spite of that, for all 
that, all the same, just the same, at the same 
time, be that as it may: archaic natheless ©he 
supplied yet more unsolicited advice even, still, fur- 


Younf Animals 


YOLNMC 

ANIMAL 

calf 

buffab/camd/cattle/elephant/elk/ 

giraffe/haitebeest/rhinoceros/seal/ 

whale 

cheeper 

grouse/quail/partHdge 

chick 

chkken/hawk/pheasant 

colt 

horse 

cub 

badger/bear/fdx/leopard/llon/tiger/ 

watrus/wotf 

cygnet 

swan 

duckling 

duck 

eaglet 

eagle 

elver 

eel 

eyas 

hawk 

fawn 

caribou/deer 

fitly 

horse 

foal 

horse/zebra 

fry 

fish 

gilt 

P»9 

gosling 

goose 

Joey 

kangaroo/wallaby/possum 

kid 

antelope/goat/roedeer 

kit 

beaver/fox/ weasel/ferret/mink 

kitten 

boftcat/cat/cougar/jackrabbit/skunk 

lamb 

sheep 

leveret 

Hare 

owlet 

owl 

parr 

salmon 

peacMck 

peafowl 

pickerel 

pike 

piglet 

P*9 

podding 

P*9 

pup 

dog/wotf/seaf/rst 

puppy 

sood 

dog/coyote 

cod/haddock 

smofe 

salmon 

squab 

plot on 

squeaker 

tadpole 

pfeaon 

frog/toad 

wM|> 

dog/taoff 
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ther. m addition, additionally, besides, into the 
bargain, to boot 

yield ► verb ©too many projects yield poor returns' 
produce, bear, give, supply, provide, afford, re- 
turn, bnng in, earn, realize, generate, deliver, 
pay out Qthe nobility had yielded power to the 
new capitalist class' relinquish, surrender, cede, 
remit, part with, hand over; make over be- 
queath. leave © the Duke was forced to yield * sur- 
render. capitulate, submit, relent, admit de- 
feat. back down, climb down, give m. give up 
the struggle, lay down one’s arms, raise/show 
the white flag, throw m the towel/sponge © he 
yielded to her demands give in to, give way to, 
submit to. bow down to. comply with, agree 
to, consent to. go along with, grant, permit, 
allow, informal cave in to, formal accede to 0 the 
floorboards yielded underfoot bend, give, give 
way 

-opposites withhold, resist, defy. 

► noun risky investments usually have higher yields 
profit, gam. return, dividend, earnings 

yob y yobbo ► noun (Bnt informal). See hooligan 

yoko ► noun © the horses were loosened from the 
yoke harness, collar, coupling © countries 
struggling under the yoke of imperialism tyranny, 
oppression, domination, hegemony, enslave- 
ment. servitude, subjugation, subjection, bond- 
age. thrall; bonds, chains, fetters, shackles 
e the yoke of marriage bond, tie, connection, 
link 

► verb ©a pair of oxen were yoked together har 
ness, hitch, couple, tether, fasten, attach, join 
© their aim of yoking biology and mechanics unite. 
join, link, connect, tie, bind, bond 

yokel ► noun bumpkin, peasant, provincial, rus- 
tic. country cousin, countryman/woman, Irish in- 
formal culchie, N Amer informal hayseed, hillbilly, 


hick. Austral informal bushy 

young ► adjective Qyoung people youthful, ju- 
venile; junior, adolescent, teenage, in the 
springtime of life, in one's salad days © she’s 
very young for her age immature, childish, inex- 
perienced. unsophisticated, naive, unworldly; 
informal wet behind the ears ©the young 
microbrewery industry - fledgling, developing, 
budding, in its infancy, emerging 
-opposites old, elderly, mature 

► noun © a robin feeding its young offspring, pro- 
geny, family, babies See list Qthe young don't 
care nowadays young people, children, boys 
and girls, youngsters, youth, the younger gen- 
eration, juveniles, minors; informal kids, young 
’uns 

youngster ► noun child, teenager, adolescent, 
youth, juvenile, minor, junior; boy, girl, Scottish 
& N English lass, lassie, informal lad, kid, whipper- 
snapper, young ’un. teen 

youth ► noun © he had been a keen sportsman in 
his youth early years, young days, teens, teen- 
age years, adolescence, boyhood, girlhood, 
childhood, minority, formal juvenescence ©she 
had kept her youth and beauty youthfulness, 
freshness, bloom, vigour, energy. ©local youths 
young man, boy, juvenile, teenager, adolescent, 
junior, minor; informal lad. kid Qthe youth of the 
nation young people, young, younger gener- 
ation. next generation, informal kids 
-opposites adulthood, old age 

youthful ► adjective young-looking, spry, 
sprightly, vigorous, active, young, boyish, girl- 
ish, fresh-faced, in the springtime of life, in 
one’s salad days 
-opposites old, elderly 




zany ► adjective eccentric, peculiar, odd, un- 
conventional, strange, bizarre, weird, mad. 
crazy, comic, madcap, funny, quirky, idiosyn- 
cratic, informal wacky, screwy, nutty, oddball, off 
the wall, Brit informal daft, N Amer informal kooky, 
wacko 

-opposites conventional, sensible 

zap ► verb ( informal) ©they were zapped by anti- 
radar missiles See destroy sense 5 © racing cars 
zapped past See speed verb sense 1 

zeal ► noun passion, ardour, love, fervour, fire, 
avidity, devotion, enthusiasm, eagerness, keen- 
ness, appetite, relish, gusto, vigour, energy, in- 
tensity. fanaticism 
-opposites apathy 

zealot ►noun fanatic, enthusiast, extremist, 
radical, young Turk, diehard, activist, militant, 
bigot, dogmatist, sectarian, partisan, informal 
hend, maniac, ultra, nut 

zealous ►adjective fervent, ardent, fervid, 
fanatical, passionate, impassioned, devout, de- 
voted, committed, dedicated, enthusiastic, 
eager, keen, avid, vigorous, energetic, intense, 
fierce, poetic/ literary perfervid 
-opposites apathetic 

zenith ►noun highest point, high point, 
crowning point, height, top, acme, peak, pin- 
nacle. apex, apogee, crown, crest, summit, cli- 
max. culmination, prime, meridian 
-opposites nadir 

Zero ►noun ©the sum's wrong— vou 've left off a 
zero nought, nothing, nil, 0, Computing null 
character, dated ciphei , archaic naught © I rated 
my chances as zero nothing (at all), nil, none. N 
English nowt, informal zilch, nix, sweet Fanny 
Adams, sweet FA, not a dicky bird, Bnt informal 
damn all. not a sausage. N Amer informal zip. 
nada, diddly-squat, archaic naught, nought 
■ zero In on focus on, focus attention on, 
centre on, concentrate on. home in on. fix on. 
pinpoint, highlight, spotlight, informal zoom m 
on 

zero hour ► noun the appointed time, the crit- 
ical moment, the moment of truth, the point/ 
moment of decision, the Rubicon, the crux, in- 
formal the crunch. 

zest ► noun ©she had a great zest for life enthu 
si asm, gusto, relish, appetite, eagerness, keen- 
ness. avidity, zeal, fervour, ardour, passion, 
verve, vigour, liveliness, sparkle, fire, anima- 
tion, vitality, dynamism, energy, bno, pep, 


spint, exuberance, high spirits, informal zing, 
zip, oomph, vim, pizzazz, get-up-and-go ©he 
wanted to add some zest to his life piquancy, tang, 
flavour, savour, taste, spice, spiciness, relish, 
bite, excitement, interest, an edge, informal kick, 
punch, zing, oomph ©the zest of an orange 
rind, peel, skin 

-opposites apathy, indifference, blandness 
zigzag ► adjective twisting, twisty, full of twists 
and turns, serpentine, meandering, snaking, 
snaky, winding, crooked 
-opposites straight 
Zing ► noun ( informal) See zest sense 1 

zip ( informal) ► noun he’s full of zip See energy 
► verb I zipped back along the M 20 See speed verb 
sense 1 

Zodiac ► noun See lists 

Signs of the Zodiac 

SIGN PROM TO SYMBOL 

Aries 21 Mar. 19 Apr. Ram 

Taurus 20 Apr. 20 May Bull 

Gemini 21 May 21 June Twins 

Cancer 22 June 22 July Crab 

Leo 23 July 22 Aug. Lion 

Virgo 23 Aug. 22 Sept. Virgin 

Ubra 23 Sept. 23 Oct. Scales/Balance 

Scorpio 24 Oct. 21 Nov. Scorpion 

Sagittarius 22 Nov. 21 Dec. Archer 

Capricorn 22 Dec 19 Jan. Goat 

Aquarius 20 Jan. 18 Feb. Water Carrier/ 

Bearer 

Pisces 19 Feb. 20 Mar. Fish/FIshes 


Signs of the Chinese Zodiac 

boar/pig monkey rooster 

dog ox sheep/goat 

dragon rabbit snake 

horse rat tiger 

zone ► noun area, sector, section, belt, stretch, 
region, territory, district, quarter, precinct, lo- 
cality, neighbourhood, province 

zoologist ► noun. See list 

zoom ► verb ( informa l) See speed verb sense 1 


Zoologists and Naturalists 

Agassiz, Louis (American* b. in Frisch, Karl von (Austrian) 

Swtaftriand) Kinsey, Alfred (American) 

Bonnet. Charies (Swiss) Lamarck, jean-Baptiste de 

Canon, Rachel (American) (French) 

Cuvier, Georges, toon (French) Leeuwenhoek, Antoni van (Dutch) 

Darwin, Charles (English) Lorenz, Konrad (Austrian) 


Morgan, Thomas (American) 
Swammerdam. Jan (Dutch) 
Tinbergen, Nfcolaas (Dutch) 
Wallace, Alfred (English) 
White, Gfcert (Engflsh) 




